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ment  in  the  time  of  rest  and  leisure,  or  to  break  the  monotony  of  the  hours 
of  enforced  idleness ;  to  have  been  highly  cultivated  as  an  art,  and  to  have 
been  a  source  of  profit  as  well  as  pleasure,  for  we  read  that  some  *'  reciters 
or  declaimers,"  as  the  "story-tellers"  were  called,  "have  at  times  gained 
great  repute,  and  made  the  fortunes  of  their  families  or  their  tribe." 

The  present  carefully  revised  and  profusely  illustrated  edition  has  been 
produced  in  the  hope  that  it  may  be  found  worthy  to  rank  with  its  "  thou- 
sand and  one"  predecessors,  and  find  favour  with  the  tens  of  thousands  of 
readers  who  may  yet  be  delighted  by  participating  in  the  manifold  pleasures 
of  "The  Arabian  Nights'  Entertainments." 
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is  written  tlnit  to  God  alone  bclongcth  true  knowledge  and 
wriHlom!)  in  the  chronicles  uf  the  Sassanians  —  those  ancient 
monarch^  of  Persia,  who  extended  their  empire  over  the  con- 
tinent and  islands  of  India,  beyond  the  Conges,  and  almo:>t 
to  China  —  that  there  once  lived  an  illustrious  prince  of  that 
powerful  oousc,  who  was  as  much  beloved  by  his  subjects  for  his 
wisdom  and  prudence,  as  he  was  feared  by  the  surrounding  states, 
from  the  report  of  his  braver.-  and  the  rcpiiUtion  of  his  hardy  and 
wdl-disciplined  army.    He  had  two  sons :  the  elder,  called  Schah- 
riar,  uas  endowed  with  all  the  virtues  of  his  father,  nor  was 
.*■■■  '    !         n,  the  youn^r,  less  descn-ing  of  praise. 

.  after  a  rcign  as  glonous  as  it  was  long,  sank  into  the 
tut,n<  «i  ri]3  ancestors,  and  Schahnar  ascended  the  throne.  Al- 
though his  brother  was  excluded  by  the  laws  of  tlie  empire  from 
all  snare  m  llic  government,  and  became  nothing  more  than  a 
subject,  yet  the  exalted  and  magnihccnt  situation  of  Schahnar 
gnvc  rise  to  no  envious  or  discontented  thouglits:  his  whole  en- 
deavour was  to  please  and  make  Sclialiriar  happv.  This  u-as  by 
meaiu  a  difn.  n!*  tusk.  The  sultan,  who  was  always  fond  of  his  brother,  was 
jebtcd  mention,  and  wishing  that  he  should  partake  of  his  own 

'^rnr  bestowed  on  him  the  kingdom  of  Great  Tartary.     Schah- 

ceaar  :,  |y  and  took  possesr^n  oi  his  empire,  and  fixed  his  rcsi- 

<le«Ki:  I   !he  chief  city. 

■  *-  =.1*  twu  ku^>:s  hid  been  separatetl  .iboiii  ten  years,  when  Sch.ihriar,  ardently 
rig  lo  Mc  his  brother,  dcicnnincd  to  send  an  ambassador  to  him,  with  an 
uit-iiattaa  to  hia  court.     For  this  purpose  he  tixed  on  his  6rst  vizier,  who  went 
wwb  a  fy4endkl  ami  appropriate  retinue.      When  he  approached  Samarcand, 
S^aiuKn.1!  I  quaintcd  with  his  arrival,  immediately  went  out  to  meet 

htahiWilli  ^i  ',  mast  magnificently  dressed  for  the  occasion  ;  so  great  was 

the  hoKKair  jj-uu  ■  nister  of  the  sultan.   The  King  of  Taitary  received  him 

witfa  iipti  of  ,;.  ^nd  instantly  inquired  after  the  sultan  his  brother. 

Uanof  aubfied  ■•.;.  -. -^^..laity.  the  viiier  tmfolded  the  purpose  of  his  embassy. 
SdnhieUD,  who  was  much  affected  at  the  kindness  and  recollection  of  his  bro- 
ikeE.  then  addressed  ibc  viiier  in  these  words : 
*Sifc  viiicr,  the  sulun  my  brother  docs  me  too  much  honour;  he  could  not 
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propose  anyilnn);  more  agreeable  to  mc  It  is  impo&slblc  tluit  his  wish  to  sec 
mc  can  cxcL-trd  my  aiisious  desire  of  again  bchoUling  him  :  time  has  nut  weak- 
ened my  rcyiwd  any  more  than  bis.  My  kingdom  i»  tranquil,  and  I  require  only 
ten  days  to  prei'are  for  my  departure:  for  this  short  time  you  need  not  take  the 
trouble  to  enter  the  city;  pitcn  yotir  tents  and  remain  in  this  pLice;  I  will  lake 
irare  and  order  ever>-  refreshment  and  accommodilion  for  vou  and  your  whole 
train,"  'ITus  was  iramediaiely  done,  and  scarcely  had  the  (tinp  returned  to  his 
palace,  when  the  virier  saw  an  immense  quantity  of  all  sorts  of  pronsions  arrive, 
accompanied  vnxh  rare  and  valuable  presents. 

In  the  meantime  Schahzenan  made  cs'er)'  preparation  for  his  Journey.  He  dis- 
patched wilh  cclcr.ty  his  most  pressing  business,  established  a  rejjency  to  govern 
the  kingdom  during  his  ab>cnce,  pultinv  a  minister,  on  whose  abilities  and  tidelity 
he  had  the  nrrnest  reliance,  at  the  head  of  it.  At  ihc  end  of  ten  days  cvcrjthing 
was  ready ;  he  took  a  lender  leave  of  the  queen  his  consurt.  and,  acr ompanicfl 
by  such  ortirers  ai  he  had  appointed  to  attend  him.  left  Samarkand  in  the  evening. 
He  proceeded  directly  to  a  royal  pavilion,  which  had  been  erected  near  rhe  viiier's 
tent  Schahienan  rcniamcd  in  conversation  with  the  amlKissador  till  about  mid> 
night ;  but.  wishing  once  a^in  to  embrace  his  queen,  whom  he  tenderly  loved,  he 
returned  privaiely  tu  the  palace,  and  weAt  directly  to  her  apartment.  She.  not 
expecting  his  return,  had  received  into  her  chamber  one  of  the  lowest  ollicersof 
the  household. 

The  king,  thinking  how  agreeably  the  queen,  of  whose  affection  he  had  no 
doubt,  would  be  surprised  at  his  unexpected  return,  entered  the  chamber  without 
making  any  noise.  Conceive,  then,  his  astonishment,  at  seeing,  b)-  the  lights 
which  are  always  h^ing  in  the  ro>-al  apartments,  another  man  in  her  room.  He 
stood  for  an  instant  motionless,  almost  doubtinj;  his  or*Ti  eyes.  Being,  however. 
too  certain  of  tlie  Iniih,  "  Have  I.  then."  said  he  to  himself,  "scarcely  left  my 
palace,  or  gone  from  imder  the  w.-iUs  of  Samarcand,  before  they  dare  thus  to  dis- 
grace mc  ?  Wretch  I  your  crime  shall  not  go  unrequited.  As  king,  it  is  my  duty 
to  punish  the  crimes  that  are  committed  within  my  states :  as  an  offended  hus* 
baiid,  1  oujjht  to  sacrifice  you  to  my  just  resentment"  Tlie  unfortunate  monarch. 
yielding  to  his  hrst  fur)*,  drew  his  scimitar,  and.  approaching  the  bed,  with  one 
stroke  changed  their  sleep  into  death ;  then,  taking  theni  ud  one  after  the  oibcr. 
he  threw  Uicm  from  ihc  %t-mdow  into  the  fosse  that  surrounded  the  palace. 

Having  thus  satisfic-d  his  revenge,  he  went  from  the  city  as  he  entered,  and 
retind  to  hi*,  pavilion.  On  his  am\-al,  without  relating  what  h.id  passed  to  any 
one,  he  ordered  the  tents  to  be  struck,  and  began  his  journey.  Evcr\thingM'ai 
soon  ready,  ,-ind  it  was  scarcely  daylight  when  the>-  commenced  tlicir  march  to 
the  soimd  of  drums  and  other  mstruments.  The  whole  train  were  filled  with  joy, 
except  the  king,  who  could  think  of  nothing  but  his  queen's  intidclily,  and  he 
became  a  prey  to  the  deepest  grief  and  melancholy  during  the  whole  joumc>-. 

VlTien  he  approached  the  capital  of  the  Indies,  he  perceived  the  sultan  Schah* 
riat  and  all  his  court  coming  out  to  greet  hinu  What  jc\-ful  sensations  arose  in 
their  breasts  at  lliis  fraternal  meeting !  They  alighted,  and  ran  into  each  other's 
arms;  and  aflcra  thous.ind  expressions  of  regard,  thev  remounted  and  entered  the 
city  amidst  the  .-icrlamations  of  tlie  surroiinoing  multitude.  The  sultan  conducted 
the  king  his  brother  to  a  palace  which  had  been  prepared  for  him.  It  com- 
municated by  a  garden  witn  his  own,  and  uus  even  more  magniBccnt,  as  it  was 
the  spot  where  all  the  fOtes  and  splendid  entertainments  of  the  court  were  given ; 
and  it  was  now  e\'en  increased  in  splendour  by  new  and  brilliant  ornaments. 

Schahriar  unmcdiaicly  left  the  King  of  Tartary,  in  order  that  he  might  have 
time  to  bat'tf  ind  rhangc  his  dress:  on  his  return  from  Uie  bath  he  went  im- 
medinteh  lin.    They  seated  (hcmsclves  on  a  sofa,  and  as  the  courtiers, 

through  f.  .  .id  at  a  considerable  distance,  these  t«o  brotlieri  con\-ersed 

with  each  otiicr  at  their  ease  after  so  long  an  absence,  and  seemed  e\'en  more 


g-  "^'-^ 


InirodudtOH, 


fl^ 


'J^A 


'f>? 


^ 


Mtmtia  or  THC  DROTtnKB. 


■niied  by  affection  than  blood.  They  ate  together  at  supper,  and  after  iheir  re- 
past, they  again  convened,  till  Schahriar,  pcrceivin)r  the  night  far  advanced,  left 
as  brotner  to  repose. 

The  uirftirtunatc  Schahienan  retired  to  his  couch ;  but  if  the  presence  of  the 

saltan  bad  far  a  while  suspended  hia  grief,  it  now  returned  with  redoubled  force. 

Xastead  uf  enjoying  that  rest  he  was  so  much  in  want  of,  the  most  .i^oniiing  re- 

flectiotks  duelt  uiKui  his  mind.     Ever)-  circumstance  of  his  queen's  in^dclity  pre- 

•enud  itself  to  ni^  itiKigi nation  with  such  violence,  tliat  it  almost  depriveu  him 

I  •rf'liiB  FBtson.     Not  being  .^ble  to  sleep,  he  arose,  and  giving  w<iy  to  these  afflict* 

iB|^  Iboaghts,  thc>'  m.ide  such  .1  deep  impression  of  sorrow  on  his  countenance, 

I  ihat  Ac  sultan  could  not  fail  of  remnrlcinf;  it.  "  \V*hat  cause  of  complaint,"  thought 

^lK:t**CBn  the  Ktnjj  of  Tartarj-  have?     He  cannot  object  to  the  reception  I  have 

[jitvcn  htiiL    1  have  recei«-ca  him  as  a  brother,  whom  I  tenderly  love ;  and  I 

^^UDOt  reproach  myself  with  anything.    I'erhaus  he  feels  a  regret  at  the  disunce 

[W  il  fieri  \j[n  and  his  consort  ?    It  that  mdced  afBicts  him,  I  must 

^ftttMCB  thr  I  am  preparing  fur  him,  that  he  may  set  out,  whenever  he 

I  |)leiK»,  on  hii  ie\\.xx\  to  Sam.ircand."    This  he  immediately  set  about,  and  sent 

iftpnt  of  tbe  presents  even  the  next  d.iy.    These  were  composed  of  everything 

ore,  «inguUr,  and  valuable  that  India  could  produce.     In  the  meantime  the 

Hltan  etMcavound  to  amuse  his  brother  by  e%'cr)-  species  of  pleasure  ;  but  the 

smt  tplandid  cntenaiTuncnts  and  gayest  ftitea  only  served  to  increase  bis 
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Schahri.ir  having  one  morning  jjirtn  orders  for  a  EraTjd  huniing^  party,  at  the 
distance  of  two  days'  journey  from  the  city,  in  a  part  of  the  country*  where  there 
were  plenty  of  staffs,  Schahicnan  rcquesied  pcnnission  to  remain  in  his  palace, 
cxcusinj;  himself  on  account  of  a  sliphl  indisposition.  The  sultan,  wishing  to 
please  Kim,  gave  him  hib  clicice,  and  went  with  all  his  court  to  pait.ike  of  the 
spon.  The  Kinj;  of  Tartar)  was  no  sooner  alone,  than  he  shul  himself  up  in  his 
apartment.  He  seated  himself  at  a  «-indow  that  looked  over  the  garden  ;  the 
view  from  thence,  and  the  melody  of  multiiudei  of  birds,  which  had  chosen  that 
beautiful  spot  far  their  retreat,  must  have  excited  pleasing  sensations  in  his 
breast,  if  he  had  been  capable  of  feeling  ihem  ;  but,  totally  absorbed  and  over- 
whelmed with  the  dreadful  recollection  of  the  queen's  infamt^us  conduct,  he  mure 
frequently  lifted  his  eyes  to  heaven,  complaining  of  his  wretched  fate,  tlian  fixed 
them  on  the  beauties  of  the  spot. 

He  remained  thus  occupied  ^nlh  his  own  melancholy  thoughts,  when  his  at- 
tention «-as  roused  bv  the  following  e^'ent.  A  secret  door  of  the  sultan's  palace 
suddenly  opened,  and  out  came  twenty  females,  in  the  midst  of  whom  was  the 
sultana,  who  was  easily  distinguished  by  her  majestic  air.  This  princess,  suppos- 
ing the  King  of  Tartan,'  was  engaged  in  the  ch.ise,  approached  without  fear  even 
to  the  very  windows  of  his  apartments.  The  prince,  wishing  through  curiosity  to 
observe  them,  pLiccd  himself  at  the  window  so  as  to  see  everything  that  passed, 
without  being  at  all  seen.  Thc>*  who  accompanied  the  sultana  immediately 
threw  off  the  long  robes  in  which  they  had  first  appeared,  and  which  entirely  hid 
their  faces  and  figures.  How  great  was  his  astnnishnient,  when  he  s-iw,  in  this 
party,  which  he  supposed  to  consist  only  of  women,  ten  blacks,  each  of  whom 
selected  a  partner  !  Nor  did  the  sultana,  on  her  pan,  remain  long  without  ber 
lover.  Clapping  her  hands,  she  called  out,  "Masoud,  Masoud  !"  and  another 
black  insianily  descended  from  a  tree,  and  ran  towards  her. 

Modesty  will  not  allow  us  lo  enter  into  a  detail  of  their  conduct,  nor  is  it 
^e<:essa^^'.  .Sc hahzenan  saw  enough  to  convince  him  that  his  brother  had  no 
leis  reason  to  rnmplain  than  himself.  The  amusements  of  this  amorous  patty 
lasted  till  midnight ;  they  then  bathed  all  together  in  the  targe  pond  which  formed 
one  of  the  chief  ornaments  of  the  garden,  and  having  put  on  their  habits,  they 
returned  to  the  palace  by  the  same  secret  door,  while  Masoud,  who  had  come 
over  the  wall  of  the  garden,  escajxrd  in  the  same  way. 

The  whole  of  tberse  transiictions,  which  passed  under  his  own  eyes,  caused 
many  reflections  in  the  king's  mind,  "  How  absurd,"  said  he,  "  to  think  that  my 
misfortune  is  singulir  and  uncommon  !  It  is  the  inevitable  destiny  of  all  hus- 
bands, since  e\'cti  the  sultan  my  brother,  the  sovereign  of  so  many  sutev  the 
greatest  monarch  in  the  w-orld,  cannot  avoid  it.  What  wctkness,  then,  in  me  to 
be  thus  alTccted  at  my  own  lot,  and  remam  a  prey  to  melancholy  \  it  shall  be  so 
no  longer.  The  recollection  of  a  misfortune,  so  common  to  all  men,  shall  vex 
mc  no  more,  nor  disturb  my  repose."  In  short,  from  this  moment  he  ceased  to 
r«|Mnc  He  had  delayed  going  to  supper  till  the  whole  of  this  extraordinary 
scene  was  over  ;  he  then  ordered  it  to  be  brought,  and  ate  with  a  better  appetite 
than  he  had  before  done  since  his  depirture  from  Samarcand,  and  cwn  cnjo>-ed 
the  fine  concert  performed  while  he  sat  at  t-ible. 

From  this  time  he  resumed  his  former  good  humour,  and  when  he  heard  of 
the  sultan's  return,  he  went  and  paid  his  respects  to  him.  with  an  air  of  gaiety 
and  satisfaction.  Schahriar,  at  hrst,  took  no  notice  of  this  ch.inge.  He  merely 
hinted  gently  at  the  refiisal  uf  his  brother  to  accompany  him  to  the  chase  ;  and 
without  allowing  him  to  reply,  he  gave  him  an  account  of  tlic  great  number  of 
stags  and  other  animals  the>'  had  hunted,  and  the  pleasure  it  had  afforded. 
Schahzcnan,  having  listened  with  gre.-xt  attention,  took  his  turn  to  speak.  As 
melancholy  or  chagrin  no  longer  clouded  his  mind,  his  nattual  vivacity  and  wit 
became  apparent  in  a  thousand  lively  sallies. 


Introduction. 


The  sultan,  who  expected  to  5nd  him  in  the  &-une  sute  in  wliich  he  had  left 
him,  vx>  dclightctl  with  his  gaiety.  "  I  thank  Heaven,  my  brother,"  he  cried, 
•for  the  happy  change  whirh  has  taken  place  during  my  absence.  I  am  indeed 
iraly  rejoiced  at  ii ;  but  I  have  one  favniir  to  request,  and  I  trust  you  u'ill  not 
rdiae  me.'  "What  can  I  refuse  you.'"rephed  SchahienAn ;  "you  may  com- 
amid  me  in  everything.   Speak — I  am  impatient  to  know  what  it  is  you  wish  of 

Since  you  have  been  at  my  court,''  resumed  t)ie  sultan,  "  1  have  only  seen 
'ytai  a  :irry  to  thc  most  gloomv  mclancholy,  which  1  have  tried,  but  in  vain,todis- 
■very  species  of  aniusement  in  my  power  I  thought  that  your  grief 
II  J  '  •  -.c  from  the  distance  you  were  from  your  kingdom  ;  I  imagined  also 
tbAt  iove  might  have  its  share,  and  that  the  Queen  of  Samarcand,  whom  you  had 
sdoncd  for  her  incomparable  beauty,  was  partly  the  cause.  I  know  not  whether 
my  conjectures  were  nght  or  wroi^g,  and  it  was  for  this  vcr)'  reason,  and  from 
diM  fiear  of  displeasing  you,  that  I  did  not  importune  you.  Soon  after,  without 
my  having  in  the  least  contributed  to  it,  1  find  you,  on  my  return  from  a  huntint^ 
party,  in  the  highest  spirits  :  your  mind  quite  free  from  that  dark  cloud  which 
Boag  Over  it  and  prevented  aJI  enjoyment.  Tell  me,  then,  1  entreat  you,  why 
fOa  were  so  melancholy,  and  why  you  arc  so  no  longer?" 

At  this  speech  the  King  of  Tartary  mused  for  some  time,  meditating  what  lo 
At  length  he  said,  "  You  arc  mv  sultan  and  my  master,  yet  do  not,  I 
of  >oo,  compel  me  to  give  you  the  satisfaction  you  demand."  *'  Yes,  yes,  roy 
cned  the  sultan,  "you  must  comply  ;  I  wish  it,  do  not  therefore  refiisc 
l"  Scbahicnan  could  no  longer  resist  his  entreaties.  "  Well,  then,  my  brother,'' 
be,  "since  you  command  it,  you  shall  be  satisfied."  He  then  related  the 
l6cSelity  of  the  Queen  of  Samarcand  :  and  when  he  had  finished  hi^  recital — 
'Thb,"  continued  he,  "was  Ihe  oiuseof  my  melancholy.  Was  it  not  a  sufficient 
•^'  '*0  my  brother,"  cried  the  sultan,  in  a  voice  that  showed  how  much  he 
cd  with  hun,  "what  a  dreadful  tale  have  you  unfolded  to  me  I  With 
nDpatience  have  1  listened  to  you  ;  I  praise  you  for  having  punished  the 
(dies ;  and  no  one  can  reproach  you  for  it,  as  it  is  only  just.  And  1  own, 
]  been  in  your  place,  I  should  perhaps  have  been  less  easily  satisfied.  I 
Dot  have  been  contented  with  taking  away  the  life  of  one  woman,  but 
ltd  havr  sacrificed  a  thousand  to  my  resentment.  I  am  not  astonished  at 
'-  ;  thc  cause  was  too  powerful  and  acute  for  you  not  to  yield  to 
hat  an  adventure  !  Your  fate  surely  is  most  singular,  nor  can  have 
>rT  fuiipcnr.i  to  any  one  besides.  Since,  however,  it  has  pleased  God  to  afford 
con»c^auon,  and  as  1  am  sure  th.it  it  is  equally  as  well  founded  as  was  thc 
id  yvui  gnel^  inform  me,  1  beg, of  that  arso,and  mat»;  me  acquainted  with 
wboSc* 
Upon  ^s  point  Schahzcnan  was  more  difficult  tlian  before,  from  thc  interest 
kb  braUwr  seemol  to  take  in  it ;  but  htr  was  obliged  to  comply  with  his  earnest 
ttqmat.  "  1  am  going  to  obey  you,"  said  he, "  since  you  .ibsomtely  reuutre  it ;  yet 
I  Kw  my  compliance  will  cause  von  more  pain  than  even  I  have  felt ;  hut  you 
mtat  •n.'n-h  thr  fault  10  yourself  alone,  since  you  compel  me  to  reveal  what  I 
irilbe'!  I;i  buried  in  etem.i1  oblivion."    "  What  you  tell  me.''  interrupted 

SchlJ'  ;  heightens  my  curiosity;  hasten  to  discover  this  secret,  whatever 

BBy  be  IIS  n.itiire"  Thc  King  of  Tartar\-,  being  no  longer  able  to  prevent  it, 
fksijicd  the  whole  that  he  had  seen— the  disguises  of  the  blacks,  thc  conduct  of 
Ac  toltana  and  her  women ;  nor  was  Masoud  forgotten. — "After  having  witnessed 
dthi  in£unou!  ?rmr."  continued  he,  "  1  began  to  think  that  all  women  were  natu- 
tdfyd  ih:  >n,  and  were  unable  to  resist  tlieir  inrlinalions.     I  was  no 

iHKWT  of  r  1.  tlian  it  appeared  to  me  agreat  weakness  in  any  man  10 

hU  happiocii  to  rest  on  incir  fidelity.     This  reflection  produced  many 
.ftSd  I  was  at  length  convinced  that  it' was  best  to  think  of  ii  no  more.    It 
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hA&  cMi  me  some  trouble,  but  I  have  accomplished  it:  and  if  you  are  of  my 
opinion,  vou  \\\\\  follow  my  example."* 

NoTwithsundin^  the  excellence  of  this  advice,  the  sultan  was  unable  to  follow 
it  "  What !"  said  he,  furiuusly,  "is  it  possible  that  the  Suliana  of  the  Indies  ii 
capable  of  such  base  prostitution?  No,  no,  brother,  I  cannot  believe  what  you 
told  tne,  unless  I  ^^-ere  to  sec  it  myself  It  is  a  deception  -,  you  must  have  been 
imposed  upon;  and  it  is  too  imporiam  a  matter  not  to  require  positive  proof." 
"  If,"  replied  Schahzenan,  "  you  wish  to  be  witness  to  the  fact,  it  will  not  be  dif* 
uadt  to  accomplish  it.  Vou  have  only  to  give  orders  for  another  bunting  part>', 
ind  after  we  have  both  left  the  city,  with  the  court  in  our  train,  we  will  remain  in 
our  pavilions  during  the  day ;  luid  at  vd^\\\  we  will  rctum  alone  into  my  auart- 
ment.  1  am  too  certain  iliai  you  will,  during  the  next  day,  observe  what  I  nave 
i^ure  seen."  The  suUan  apj^roved  of  the  pl.m,  and  immediately  ordered  the 
part)',  so  that  the  pavilions  were  erected  thai  very  day  in  tlie  appointed  pLice: 

Tne  two  princes  set  out  on  the  following  morning  with  all  their  traia  They 
arrived  at  the  camp,  and  remained  there  till  nighL  Schahriar  then  called  his 
grand  vizier,  and,  without  discovering  his  intention,  commanded  him  to  take  his 
pbce  during  his  absence,  and  to  suffer  no  person  to  leave  the  camp  upon  any 
account  %vhatcvcr.  As  soon  as  the  :»ulun  had  given  these  orders,  be  and  his 
brother  got  on  their  horses,  pasacd  unknown  through  the  camp,  entered  the  city, 
and  went  directly  to  the  palace  occupied  by  Schan/enan.  They  then  retired  to 
rest,  but  rose  early  in  the  morning,  and  took  their  sution  at  the  sanie  window 
whence  the  King  or  Tartary  had  observed  the  former  scene  with  the  blacks. 
They  enju)-ed  the  freshness  of  the  morning,  for  the  sun  had  not  yet  risen;  and 
during  their  conversation  they  frequently  cast  their  eyes  towards  the  secret  door. 
At  length  it  was  opened,  and.  to  sum  up  all  in  a  few  words,  the  sultana,  with  her 
women  and  the  ten  disguised  blacks^  mstandy  appeared  as  before,  and  having 
called  Masoud,  the  suluin  was  soon  too  fatally  convinced  of  his  disgraceful  mis- 
fortune. "  O  God ! "  he  cried,  *'  what  indignit)*,  what  horror !  is  it  possible  that 
the  w^fc  of  so  powerful  a  sovereign  as  1  am  can  be  cap-ahlc  of  such  infamy? 
What  prince,  oner  this,  can  dare  tu  call  himself  happy  ?  Ah,  my  brother,"  added 
he,  emoracing  him, "  let  us  renounce  the  world ;  fidelity  is  banished  from  it,  and, 
if  it  flatters  us  one  momcni,  it  betrays  us  the  next  Let  us  leave  our  dominions, 
and  all  the  pump  that  surrounds  us,  and  in  foreign  kingdoms  pass  an  obscure  life, 
and  endeavour  to  conceal  our  disgrace.''  Schahzcnan  did  not  approve  of  this 
plan ;  but  seeing  the  agony  in  which  his  brother  then  was,  he  dared  not  oppose 
It  "I  have  no  other  will  than  yours,  my  brother,"  replied  he.  "  I  am  itaay  !0 
follow  you  wherever  you  plea.<e ;  but  promise  me  that  yi>u  will  return  whenever 
you  meet  any  one  who  shall  be  more  unfortunate  than  wc  are."  "  1  do  promise 
you,"  repbed  the  sultan, "  but  1  very  much  doubt  whether  we  shall  e\-er  meet  with 
such  a  one."  *'  I  am  of  a  different  opinion,"  added  the  King  of  Tartary,  "  and 
our  journey  may  be  shorter  than  you  expect ''  They  then  departed  secretly  from 
the  palace,  and  took  a  different  road  from  that  by  which  ihcy  cime.  They  tra- 
velled OS  long  as  it  was  light,  and  passed  the  first  night  under  some  trees.  \% 
soon  as  the  morning  broke  they  got  up,  and  resumed  their  journey,  till  they  came 
to  a  beautiful  meadow  near  the  seashore,  along  which,  at  certain  distances,  were 
some  very  large  and  thick  trees.  They  sealed  themselves  under  one  of  them  to 
rest  and  lake  some  refreshment,  during  which  the  infidelit)-  of  their  respective 
queens  became  the  subject  of  their  discourse. 

They  had  not  long  conversed  together,  when  they  hcud  a  most  horrible  noise 
very  near  thcm»  towards  the  sea.  and  a  sudden  loud  and  Umcnt.ihle  cr\-.  that 
filled  them  with  dread  The  sea  immediately  began  to  open,  .ind  they  observed 
an  mimcnsc  bl.iri;  column  risiny  out  of  it.  whose  top  seeincd  lost  in  the  clouds. 
This  sight  redoubled  their  fears ;  ihcy  instantly  got  up,  and  chmbwl  to  the  top  of 
A  uee^  which  appeared  Ukely  to  conceal  theia    They  were  scarcely  got  there, 


^tti 


viken  tookinf  towandi  the  spot  from  whence  the  noise  came,  and  where  the  sea 
^kad  apened,  they  ob$er\-cd  liiat  tlic  black  column  unfoldrti  tt'^clf,  .15  it  were,  and 
l-appraodird  ihr  ';hi.nv     For  a  moment  ihey  could  noi  conceive  what  it  was,  bat 
it  ifwy  toon  br  .  lit. 

It  ira»  one  n-  i^ed  genii  who  are  avowed  enemies  to  mankind.    He 

fatock  and  hideous,  and  in  form  like  an  immense  ^int.  lie  cairicfl  on  his 
kt*A  X  Urge  sUs3  cose,  secured  by  four  lucks  of  brij^ht  stec).  With  this  he  came 
<  iMO  Ihc  SKtaow.  and  iet  it  down  at  the  foot  of  the  ver\-  tree  in  which  the  princes 
iUddtn.  The;-,  knowing  the  ^rcat  danger  ihcy  were  in,  jjavc  tticmielvcs  up 
for  Imt, 

Thii  wicked  genius  then  sat  down  ne:ir  the  case,  and  having  opened  it  with  four 
hej%  which  wefe  saspendcd  fiom  hi;,  ^rdle,  a  ftmiile,  superbly  dressed,  of  a  fine 
I  and  incomparable  beauty,  immediately  came  otit.    The  monster  made  her 
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sti  by  his  5ide,  and  casting  an  amorous  look  ai  her,  he  said,  "  Lady,  thou  most 
accomplifihed  uf  all  thai  are  admired  for  their  licaiuy,  H-hom  1  corned  auay  on 
the  \*ery  day  ol  thy  nuptials,  and  to  whom  I  have  ever  since  been  constant,  SiulTer 
mc  to  repose  a  few  moments  near  there;  feeling  myself  overcome  with  sleep,'! 
sought  this  place  to  indulge  m  a  little  resL"  Having  &aid  this,  he  let  his  immense 
head  fall  on  her  lap ;  then  stretching  out  hts  leg^,  which  extended  almost  to  the 
sen,  be  immediately  fell  ii:»leep,  and  began  to  snore,  till  the  very  shore  echoed 
with  the  noiic. 

The  lady,  raising  her  eyes  by  chance,  perceived  ihe  princes  in  ihe  tree,  and 
immediately  made  a  sign  with  her  hand  for  them  to  come  down  without  making 
any  noise.  When  they  found  thev  were  thus  discovered,  their  fears  became  more 
\iolenL  They  entreated  her,  by  signs,  to  permit  them  to  remain  where  tiiey  were ; 
but  she,  on  the  contrar)-,  havmg  gently  lifted  up  the  giant's  head  and  placed  it 
softly  on  the  ground,  >;ot  up,  and  said  lo  them  m  a  low  but  animated  voice. 
"Descend;  il  is  absolutely  necessary  tliat  you  should  come  down  to  mc."  In 
vain  did  ilicv  endeavour,  by  various  methods,  to  make  her  cumprctiend  how  much 
ihey  dreadfi^  her  hidenj^  companion.  "Come  down,"  cuniinued  she,  in  the  same 
tone,  "for  if  ymi  hcsiLite,  I  will  walcc  him,  and  bid  him  destroy  you." 

These  words  so  much  alarmed  them  thai  ihey  beyan  to  descend,  though  wiih 
all  po&sible  precaution.  When  they  were  on  the  ground,  the  lady  took  them  by 
the  hand,  and  made  a  strange  proposal  to  them.  At  Hr»i  they  refused  her.  but  &he 
obliged  them  by  fresh  threats  lo  comply  with  her  wshcs.  Has-ing  gratihcd  her. 
she  obserN-cd  they  had  each  a  ring  on  their  fingers,  which  she  requested  of  them. 
She  bad  no  sooner  received  tliein  tlian,  taking  a  small  box  out  of  a  parcel  thai 
Contained  her  wardrobe,  she  drew  from  it  a  string  of  ring%  of  various  sorts,  and. 
sliovnng  it  to  the  princes,  said. "  I>o  you  know  what  this  means  r "'  *'  We  do  not,' 
they  answered,  '■  but  it  remains  for  you  lo  inform  us.''  "  They  arc,"  she  replied. 
"  the  rings  of  all  those  on  whom  1  ha%-c  bestowed  my  favours.  They  are  exactly 
ninety-eight,  and  yours,  which  I  have  requested  for  that  purpose,  ntll  make  a  hun- 
dred, which  1  wished  lo  accomplish.  Observe,''  conimucd  she, "  the  hundred 
lovers  that  1  have  now  had,  in  spile  of  all  the  precaution  and  vigilance  of  this 
wretch,  who  ne\er  (|uits  me.  Let  him  shut  me  up  m  this  glass  c.-ise,  and  conceal 
mc  at  the  bottom  of  the  se.t,  if  he  pleases,  1  will  not  fail  to  make  his  caution  use- 
less. You  may  know  by  this  that  when  once  a  female  has  formed  any  ichcme. 
neither  husband  nor  lover  can  prevent  its  accomplishment.  Men  had  better  put 
no  restraint  upon  women,  and  it  would  be  the  means  of  preserving  them  chaste." 
The  lady,  having  said  this.,  added  their  rings  to  the  list.  She  Uien  seated  her- 
ftclf  as  before,  replaced  the  head  of  the  genius  upon  licr  lap,  and  made  a  sign  to 
the  princes  tu  depart. 

They  immcdiaicly  retreated  b%-  the  same  road  they  came,  .ind  when  they  were 
out  of  sight  of  the  lady  and  her  fonnidable  companion,  .Schahriar  said  to  Schah- 
lenan,  ''What  think  you,  brother,  of  this  adventure  which  has  happened  to  ui  ? 
Has  not  this  genius  goi  a  truly  faithful  mistress?  Do  you  not  agree  that  nothing 
can  equal  the  malice  of  women  ? "  "I  do,"  replied  the  King  of  Tartary, "  ana 
you  mast  allow  also  that  the  genius  has  much  more  to  complain  of  and  is  more 
unfortunate  than  we  are.  Since,  therefore,  we  have  found  what  we  »  ere  in  search 
of,  let  us  return  to  our  dominions,  and  not  suffer  this  to  prc^-cnt  us  from  forming 
a  fresh  marriage.  With  rc^pcct  to  myself,  I  know  by  what  method  1  expect  to 
preserve  inviuTatc  the  tideliiy  t  think  due  to  me.  I  will  not  now  explain  myself, 
Dul  you  shall  one  dav  leam,  and  1  have  no  doubt  but  you  will  follow  my  example." 
The  sultan  was  of  iKe  same  opinion  as  his  brother,  and  pursuing  their  journey, 
they  arrived  towards  the  end  of  the  third  night  at  (he  omp. 

The  newif  of  the  sultan's  return  being  known,  the  courtiers  hastened  early  in 
the  morning  to  the  royal  nantion.  He  received  ihcm  In  a  more  lively  manner 
than  usual,  and  giali6ed  all  of  them  by  his  gracious  reception.   He  then  declared 
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dot  be  should  procKd  no  farther,  and  ordering  them  to  mount,  he  unmediately 
•et  out  on  his  return. 

.  The  sultan  was  no  sooner  arrived  tlian  he  liaslcned  to  the  apartments  of  the 
sultsnA.  He  ordered  her  to  }x  bound,  and  having  dclit'ered  her  to  his  grand 
V.  .,^.  t.«  rmnmandcd  him  to  h.ive  her  strangled  Tliis  sentence  was  cxeoiied 
'  '  iiout  inquiring  into  the  crime  for  which  she  sutiered.    The  indiCTiant 

J  not  stop  here :  he  beheaded  all  the  sultana's  women  with  his  own  hand. 

A"-  I  1'^  rigorous  proceeding,  being  persuaded  that  a  truly  \-irtuous  woman  did 
r><-\  <  \,-.i,  he  resolved,  in  order  to  prevent  a  possibility  of  intidcliiy  for  the  future, 
to  nurty  e**ery  night,  and  have  his  lady  strangled  in  the  morning.  Having  im- 
pr»Tcd  thfs  cniel  Uw  upon  himself,  he  swore  to  observe  it  immediately  upon  the 
i '       ■  f  the  king  his  broilier,  who  soon  after  took  his  leave,  and  returned  10 

:  I'xdom  loaded  with  the  most  magnificent  piesents. 

.  >.  liah^en.in  was  gone,  the  sult.in  failed  not  to  order  his  grand  virier  to 
h,  ^  ,  ;i  ihe  daughter  of  one  of  his  generals.  The  vtiier  obeyed,  and  the  sultan 
bj^ing  juued  the  night  nith  her,  delivered  her  into  the  hands  of  the  vizier  for 
exrrution,  and  commanded  him  to  procure  another  against  the  following  night. 
However  repugnant  these  commands  might  be  lo  the  vizier,  he  was  obliged  to 
■itaniit.  He  then  brought  the  sultan  the  daughter  of  a  subaltern  otticcr,  who,  as 
asoaU,  sttSered  death  the  next  morning.  The  next  was  the  daughter  of  a  citiien. 
And  thus  every  day  was  a  m.iiden  married,  and  every  day  a  wile  sacrificed. 

The  report  of  this  unexampled  inhumanity  spread  a  universal  consternation 
ftraufh  tne  city.  In  one  place  a  wretched  fatner  was  in  tears  for  the  loss  of 
hbdaitghter,  in  another  the  air  resounded  with  the  groans  of  tender  mothers, 
Wtedretded  lest  tlie  same  fate  should  attend  their  (irTspring.  In  this  manner, 
ftwwaii  of  the  praises  and  blessings  with  which  till  now  they  loaded  their  monarch, 
■n  lii  fubjects  poured  out  imprecations  on  bis  head. 

The  j:r:\nr!  i  iiier,  who.  as  has  been  mentioned,  was  the  unwilling  agent  of  this 
borrii!  had  two  d.aughiers ;  the  elder  was  called  Scheherarade,  and  the 

j<nn^  idd.  Thelatterwasb>'nomeansdcfiricnt  in  merit, hut  Schchera- 

^Ktt  WAS  pc^bessed  of  a  degree  of  courage  beyond  her  sex,  joined  to  an  extent  of 
kBowtodgc  and  degree  of  penetration  that  was  truly  astonishing.  She  had  read 
'  ^md  was  possessed  of  so  great  a  memory  that  she  never  forgot  anything 
levncd.  hhe  bad  applied  also  with  much  success  to  philosophy,  to  medi- 
i^^nCr  to  fatstory,  and  to  the  arts,  and  made  better  verses  than  the  most  celebrated 
poets  of  the  time.  Besides  this,  her  beauty  was  incomparable:  and  all  these 
TihaMf  qoalities  were  crowned  by  her  virtuuus  disjxnitipn. 
The  vuier  was  passionately  fond  of  so  deserving  a  daughter.  As  they  were 
IKCning  together  one  d.iy,  she  .'•.ddresscd  him  in  these  words:  *•  I  havea'&vour 
Mfc  of  yon,  my  f.ither ;  and  I  entreat  you  not  to  refuse  me."  '*  I  will  not  reftise 
»,'  rephed  be.  "  prtn-ided  the  request  be  just  and  reasonable."  "  It  is  impos- 
;'  added  Schehtniiad^,  '■  to  be  more  just,  as  >-ou  will  judge  from  the  motives 
[have  in  m.ikm:^'  it.  My  design  is  to  put  a  stop  to  this  dreadful  barbarity  which 
■  'vcr  the  inhabitants  of  this  city.  1  wsh  to  dispel  the  just 
.lU  mothers  entertain  (or  the  safety  of  their  daughters." 
,  my  child,"  said  llic  viiicr,  "  is  very  hiudable,  but  the  evn  which 
-ir-m*  tii  me  without  a  remedy.  Uovr  would  ytm  set  about  it?" 
].|ied  ScheheniMd^,"  the  sultan  ctleliratesafreshraar- 
V  mi,  by  the  tender  affection  you  have  for  me,  to  procure 
ihe  honour  ui  lii.  bco,'  This  .speech  tilled  the  viiicr  with  horror.  "O  Oodt" 
"  he.  eJ^fe^ly,  *■  have  you  lost  your  senses,  my  daughter,  that  you  make  me  so 
ig«  ■  Do  you  know  that  the  sultan  has  solemnly  sworn  he  will 

j\  '-cd  but  for  one  night,  and  that  he  regularly  orders  her  in  lie 

ice  ;-j  c^fi  1  '."HI  in  the  morning  ?   Can  yon  then  think  of  being  allied  to  him  ? 
:aUect  to  what  your  indiscieci  »eal  e.\poscs  jou."    "Yes,  my  father,"  replied 
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this  virtuous  daniKl,  **  I  am  aware  of  the  danger  I  run,  but  it  doc»  not  deter  tne 
from  my  purpose.  U  I  die,  my  death  will  be  w-Ioriuus :  vmd  if  I  succeed,  I  sliall 
render  my  country  an  important  service."  "  No,  no, "  replied  the  vizier,  "  do  not 
suppose  ilial  a.iylhinj;  yon  can  urge  will  induce  nie  to  comply  with  your  wishes, 
and  put  you  in  so  dreadful  a  situation.  Can  I,  ala«  I  obey  the  sultan  when  he 
Olden  me  to  plunge  a  poniard  into  your  bosom  ?  What  homble  employment  for 
a  father!  If  you  Aq  not  yourself  fear  death,  at  least  hesiiate  loinrtici  on  mc  the 
pain  of  being  die  \(Tetchcd  in&trument,  and  imbruing  my  hand  with  yourbliKxL" 
"Still,  my  fauier^sajd  Schchcrazadt, "  i  implore  you  to  grant  myrctjucst"  "Your 
obstinacy,"  replied  he,  "*  excites  my  anger :  why  can  you  wi&h  tlius  to  ru&h  to  your 
own  destruction?  They  who  do  not  look  forward  to  tlie  end  of  .\  dangerous 
entcrprUc  know  not  how  to  bring  it  to  a  fortunate  conclusion.  The  same  thing 
will,  f  feai,  hitppen  lo  you  which  did  to  the  asi.  who  was  well  off,  yet  could  not 
keep  so."  *'WKat  happened  lu  the  assr"  asked  Scheherazade  "  Listen  to  me,'' 
answered  the  vizier,  "and  1  will  relate  the  stor)-." 

THE  FABLE  OF  THE  ASS,  THE  OX,  AND  THE 
LABOURER. 

VERY  rich  merchant  had  several  houses  in  the  country, 
where  he  bred  a  considerable  number  of  cattle  of  various 
descriptions.  It  happened  dwt  he  went  to  reside  on  one  of 
his  estiiles,  with  his  wife  and  fhildren,  for  the  purpose  of 
superintending  some  improvements.  This  merchant  under- 
stood the  language  of  beasts ;  but  it  u-as  only  on  the  condiuon 
of  not  impaning  what  he  heard  to  any  one,  under  the  penalty 
of  death.  Consequently  he  was  prevented  from  commtmi- 
eating  the  knowledge  he  might  thus  ac^^uire. 
He  had  put  by  chance  an  ov  and  an  a»  into  the  same  stall ;  and 
being  one  day  seated  near  them,  he  heard  the  ox  say  lo  the  ass, 
*■  How  happy  do  I  think  your  lot  when  I  consider  the  repose  you 
enjoy  and  the  little  labour  you  are  reiiuircd  to  perform.  A  servant 
looks  after  you  with  great  care,  washes  you,  feeds  you  with  fine 
sifted  barley,  and  gises  you  fresh  and  clean  water  ;  your  greatest 
usk  is  to  carry  tlic  mcrcham,  our  master,  when  he  has  occision  to 
take  a  short  journey  :  but  for  that  your  whole  life  would  be  passed 
in  idleness.  How  different  now  is  the  cnanncr  in  which  they  treat  me :  my  con- 
dition is  as  unfortunate  as  yours  is  pleasanL  It  is  scarcely  midnight  when  they 
yoke  mc  to  a  plough,  with  which  iney  make  me  turn  up  the  ground  the  whole 
day;  while  the  labourer,  who  is  constanllv  behind,  continually  ur^'cs  mc  on  with 
his  goad.  The  weight  and  force  of  the  plouj^h,  luo,  chafes  all  the  ikin  from  my 
neck.  When  J  have  worked  from  morning  (ill  night,  they  give  me  unwholesome 
dirty  beans,  or  even  something  worse  ;  and  to  comolete  my  misery,  after  having 
been  obliged  to  sitiisfy  my  hunger  upon  such  uninvitinj;  food,  I  am  compelled  to 
pass  the  night  in  a  filthy  stall.     Have  1  not  then  rfcison  to  envy  your  lot?" 

The  asi  sulTercd  the  ox  lo  mv  what  he  pleased  without  interruption  ;  and  when 
ho  had  linishcd,  the  I'ormer  aildrcsicd  him  in  these  words  :  "  In  truth,  they  are 
not  much  out  when  ihey  rait  you  an  idiot,  since  you  pass  >-our  life  p»at  as' they 
please,  and  cannot  take  thought  on  your  own  Ichall.  What  bcnclit,  pray,  do 
you  derive  from  all  voiir  indignities?  You  even  destroy  yourself  for  tnc  case, 
pleasure,  and  prufit  of  those  *ho  do  not  thank  you  for  it.  lichcvc  mc,  they  would 
not  tre.it  you  thus  if  you  (>osscs^rd  .-w  much  ci:iuraj:e  as  strength.  When  they 
come  to  tie  you  lo  the  irwvngtr.  what  resistance,  prav.  do  you  ever  make?  Do 
you  ever  put  tliem  in  mmd  of  your  horns?  Do  you  ever  show  yo»ir  anger  by 
stamping  on  the  ground  with  yuur  fact?    Why  don't  you  terrify  them  with  yo\XT 
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bellowzag?  Nature  lu»  p'ven  yoii  thf  means  of  making  yourself  respected,  and 
yei  jfou  neglect  i"  use  thein.  They  bring  you  bad  beans  and  chaff;  weJ!,  du  not 
at  ibcm,  smell  .it  them  (.'nly,  and  leave  ihcm.  Thus,  if  you  follow  my  plans,  you 
will  Mxm  perceive  x  chan^'c,  which  you  will  th.intc  mc  for."  The  ux  took  the 
advice  nf  ijic  n!,5  vcn-  kindly,  and  declared  hiraiclf  much  obliged  to  him,  "  My 
d'  j'J  he,  "  I  will  nut  fail  to  do  as  yuii  bid  me,  and  you  sliaU 

»■  I         .    "It'."    After  Uiii  conversation,  of  which  the  merchant  lost 

n  .   fit)  w«if  silent. 

iicM  morning  the  labourer  came  for  the  ox,  and  yoked  him  to  the 
pl£>u^b.,  .i.^d  set  him  (o  work  as  usual.  The  latter,  who  had  not  forgotten  the 
adioce  he  had  received,  was  very  unnily  the  whole  day  ;  and  at  night,  when  the 
Uboorcr  attempted  to  fisten  him  as  usiial  to  the  s:all,  the  malicious  animal,  instead 
of  tuming  his  norns  tonurds  him  for  that  purpose,  begun  to  be  outrageous,  and 
rxa  nnnng  back  ;  he  even  put  down  his  hunis  tu  strike  him  ;  in  short,  he  did 
cxacdjr  «s  Uie  ass  had  advised  him.  The  d.i>  folU'wing,  when  the  luan  came,  lie 
feimd  tH-  ".-••.— r  still  full  of  beans  and  ch.ilT,  and  the  ox  lying  on  the  ground, 
with  hi-  '  bed  out,  and  making  a  strange  groaning.  The  labourer  thought 

himvc:^  ..! i  that  it  wuuld  be  useless  to  taice  him  to  work;   he  therefore 

tmaediitcly  vem  and  informed  the  merchant  of  it. 

The  Litter  t>c7>  eived  that  the  bad  advice  of  the  as.<>  had  been  followed ;  and  in 
oi6cr  t'  irn  aa  he  dcser\'ed,  he  told  the  labourer  to  go  and  take  the  ass 

nntesui  ■  -  .  -md  not  fail  tu  give  him  plenty  of  exercise.    The  man  obeyed ; 

aad  the  a»  w.i>  obliged  to  drag  llic  plough  the  whole  day,  which  tired  him  the 
mure,  Ijccause  he  was  unaccuslonted  lo  it ;  besides  which,  he  was  so  handsomely 
bentex)  ihjit  he  could  scarcely  su|>i>ort  himself  when  be  c;ime  back. 

|r>  thr  m-Mntime  the  ox  was  ver>-  well  satisfied  ;  he  aic  all  that  was  in  his  rack» 
'he  whole  day.  He  was  highly  pleased  with  himself  for  ha\-ing  fol- 
. .  !ce  uf  the  ass,  and  blessed  him  a  thousand  times  for  the  good  he  had 
vrocuicd  tain.  As  soon  as  he  saw  him  letum,  he  did  not  fail  to  repeat  his  Uianks. 
The  au  was  so  enraged  at  the  treatment  \w^  had  experienced  tluit  he  would  not 
asswer  a  word.  "  >fy  own  imprudence."  said  he  to  himself, "  has  alone  brought 
this  misformne  upon  me.  I  lived  happily,  everything  was  pleasant,  1  had  all  I 
wubed  for,  and  1  may  thank  myself  only  for  thi&  reverse.  If  I  cannot  contrive 
■one  irick  to  get  out  of  this  scrape,  my  destruction  is  ine\itable."  In  saying  this, 
hb  Rreogth  was  so  imich  exhausted  that  he  fcU  dotvn  in  his  stall,  half  dead. 
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irr  said  to  Schchcnuadi,"  You  are,  my  child,  just  like  this 
yourself  to  destruction  through  a  false  idea  of  prudence 
'■  I  inc.  and  remain  here  in  safetv,  without  seeking  your  own 

ichchera&td^,"  tlie  ex;\mple  w)iich  you  have  brought  docs 
.<nd  1  shall  not  cease  importuning  you  till  I  have  obtained 
ric  u^irtir  i>f  presenting  me  to  the  sultan  as  his  consort."    The  vitier, 
indilif;  her  perfci4i  in  her  ref|uc5t,  said, "  Well,  then,  since  you  wiU  remain  thus  ob- 
stinate I  aball  be  obliged  to  treat  you  as  the  merchant  1  mentioned  did  his  wific" 


.Bcto£  loJd  in  what  a  miserable  state  the  ass  was,  he  was  curious  to  know  what 
brtwcen  him  and  the  ox  :  after  supper,  therefore,  he  went  out  by  moon- 
.']  by  his  wife,  and  sat  down  near  them  ;  on  his  arrival,  he  hcird 
•J  c  ox,  ■'  Tell  mc,  brother,  wliat  du  vou  mean  to  do  when  the 

Ul'vucT  [»ring>  jou  food  to-morrow?"  "  Mean  lu  du?"  replied  tlieux,"why, 
«lm  jm  Ull^i  tne.  At  ttrst  I  shidl  begin  to  retreat,  then  put  down  niy  horns 
nyrsir-*-  --•'  — •—\  -n  W  ill  and  almost  d)tng."  "  Take  care."  inlerrupted 
ikc  **^  'III,  le^l  you  ilestroy  \ourself;  for  in  roniing  home 

jwcnU,  ^. i,.  1  ..(......  the  merchant, our  master.say  what  made  mc  tremble 

for  yott.      "  What  did  you  bear .' "  asked  the  latter ;  '*  conceal  nothing  from  me, 
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I  entreat  you.*  *  Our  master,"  replied  the  ass,  **  addressed  his  labourer  to  these 
sad  words  :  '  Since  the  ox  can  neither  cat  nor  support  himself.  I  unsh  him  to  be 
lolled  to-morrow  ;  we  will  give  his  flesh  as  an  alms  to  the  poor,  for  ("lod's  s.ike  ; 
and  you  shall  carry  his  skin,  whi(.li  will  be  useful,  to  the  currier  ;  do  not,  there- 
fore, fail  to  *.cnd  for  (he  butcher.*  This  is  what  I  heard  ;  and  the  interest  I  take 
in  your  safety,  and  the  friendship  I  h.ive  for  you,  induces  mc  to  mention  it  and 
offer  you  my  opinion  on  the  subject.  At  first,  when  they  bring  you  beans  and 
chafT,  get  up  .ind  bcffin  eating  directly.  Our  master  by  this  will  suppose  tlwt  you 
have  recovered,  and  will,  without  doubt,  revoke  the  sentence  for  your  death  ;'  in 
my  opinion,  if  you  art  otherwise  it  is  all  over  with  you." 

This  speech  produced  the  intended  effect ;  the  ox  was  much  troubled,  and 
lowed  with  fear.  The  mcrcliant,  who  had  listened  to  everything  with  great 
attention,  burst  into  a  fit  of  laughter  that  gulte  surprised  his  wife.  "Tell  me* 
said  she, "  what  you  laugh  at,  tlwt  1  may  jom  in  it."  "  Re  satisfied,"  he  .tnswered. 
"at  hearing  me."  "  No,  no,"  she  added,  "  I  wish  to  know  the  cause.*  "That 
satisfaction,"  replied  the  hush.ind,"  I  cannot  afford  you  :  1  can  only  tell  j-ou  that 
I  laughed  at  what  the  ass  s.iid  to  the  ox  ;  the  rest  is  a  secret  which  I  must  not 
reve:2."  "  And  why  not ? "  asked  his  wife.  **  Because,  if  1  tcU  jou,  it  wdl  cost 
me  my  life."  "  You  trifle  with  me,"  added  she  ;  "  this  can  never  be  true  ;  and  if 
you  do  not  immediately  inform  me  what  you  laughed  at,  I  swear  by  Allah  that 
we  will  live  toother  no  longer." 

In  saying  this,  she  went  bark  to  the  house  in  a  pet,  shut  herself  up,  and  cried 
the  whole  nigliL  Mer  husb.-ind  i^lept  alone ;  and  finding  that  she  continued  in 
the  same  st.ntc  the  next  day,  he  said,  "  How  foolish  it  is  to  afUict  yourself  in  this 
way  :  the  thing  is  not  worth  it,  nor  can  it  be  of  so  much  consequence  to  you  to 
know  it  as  for  mc  to  keep  it  concealed.  Think  no  more  of  it.  then.  1  conjure  you," 
"  I  shall,  however,  so  continue  to  think  of  it,"  replied  she, "  that  1  shall  not  cease 
to  lament  till  my  curiosity  is  satisfied."  "  Do  I  not  seriously  tell  you."  added  he. 
•'  that  if  I  were  to  yield  to  your  foolish  importunities,  it  would  cost  me  my  life  .* " 
**  WTiatcvcr  happens  rests  with  God,"  said  she  ;  "  but  I  shall  not  alter  my  mind.'* 
"  I  see  ver>"  plamly,"  answered  the  merchant,  "it  is  not  possible  to  make  you 
submit  to  reason,  and  that  your  obstinacy  will  kill  you  ;  therefore  I  will  call  your 
children,  thai  they  may  have  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  j-du  before  you  die."  He 
then  ordered  his  family  to  be  present,  and  sent  also  fur  the  p;irenis  and  other 
relations  of  his  wife  ;  when  they  were  all  assembled,  he  explained  to  them  his 
moTi%-es  for  ciUing  them  together,  and  requested  them  to  use  alt  Ihcir  inlluence 
with  his  wife,  and  endeavour  to  convince  her  of  the  folly  of  her  conduct.  She 
rejected  them  all,  and  said  she  had  rather  die  than  give  up  this  point  to  her 
husband.  Each  of  her  parents  urged  evcrj-  argument  and  used  e\er\'  persuaaon 
in  their  power  ;  lhe>'  told  her  that  what  she  wished  to  know  could  be  of  no  con- 
sequence to  her  J  but  they  could  make  no  impression  cither  by  their  authority  or 
eloquence.  When  her  clJildren  saw  that  nothing  could  alter  her  resolution,  tncy 
began  to  lament  most  bitterly  ;  the  merchant  himself  knew  not  what  to  do.  A 
little  .iftcrwards  he  was  sitting  bv  change  at  the  door  of  his  house,  considering 
whether  he  should  not  even  sacrifice  himself,  in  order  to  save  his  wife,  whom  he 
so  tenderly  loved. 

This  merchant,  my  child  (continued  the  viiier,  still  addressing  Schehcnuadi), 
had  fifty  hens  and  only  one  cork,  and  also  a  very  faithful  dog.  While  he  wis 
sitting  at  the  dcM>r.  meditating  what  plan  to  pursue,  he  saw  the  dog  run  towards 
the  cock,  who  was        !  ime  of  his  hens,  and  address  him  m  these  words  : 

"You  will  not,  Oc<"'  fA  to  live  long,  if  you  are  not  a5ll.^uR•d  of  being  thus 

employed  to-day."     i  nc  i.mrr.atruttingup  to  the  di-     '  ■- tiered, ''Who 

shall  pre^xnt  my  domg  what  1  plca*f  to-day  as  w.  i  rs?"     "Are 

yuu  ignorant,  then." replied  the  dog.  "  that  our  mastti  i-.  .n  i;ii.i.  .uilictioo  ?  His 
wife  wishes  him  to  reveal  a  secret  of  such  a  nature,  that  the  discovery  will  cost 
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i  lifr  ■  and  ii  U  Tcartd  he  will  be  unable  to  resist  her  importunities,  as  the 
lanot  I  lovck  ainict  him  it>  suchadesrec  :  uc  arc  all  alarmed  ax 

Ar  'Li;  1  he  i>  in,  while  you,  imuiting  our  grief,  have  the  impeni- 

Of  iirsclf  vrilh  your  liens.'' 

a  fool,  ilien,"  replied  the  cock  ;  "he  has  but  one  wife,  and 
cajuwx  jj-itit  1"»  pJim,  while  I  have  fifty,  and  do  just  as  I  pleaw-  Lei  him  return 
ao  ht<  «rrtirs.  .ind  he  tvill  easily  ff«  out  of  ihc  embarrassment  he  is  in."  "  What 
»-  r     ».-\!d  thedog.  *' What  ?"  answered  the  cock  ;  "  why, let  him  only 

f L.  -om  where  bis  wife  is,and,  after  shutting  the  door.take  a  good'SiJcd 

.uid  -.\K  ht-r  a  bitiurt  thra&liin^.  I  will  answer  for  it  she  will  soon  know 
r,aiid  not  worry  him  to  reveal  what  he  ought  to  keep  secret."  The  merchant 
I  ftooner  heard  what  the  cock  *.iid,  tlian  he  got  up.  and  taking  rather  a  largo 
ttkk.  went  to  hi«  wife,  who  was  still  weeping;.  Having  shut  the  door,  he  applied 
the  f«nedy  so  effectually,  that  she  soon  eyctaimed,  "  Enough,  enough,  my  hus- 
baad !  leave  me,  and  I  will  never  ask  the  ciuestion  more.'  On  hearing  this,  and 
hdBeving  that  she  repented  of  her  illHJmca  curiosity,  he  gave  over  beating  her, 
and  opening  the  door,  all  her  family  came  in,  heartily  glad  at  finding  her  more 
ruioaal ;  and  coagmttUated  her  husband  on  the  happy  expedient  he  found  out 
lorthe  purpose. 

*  Yoa  deserve,  my  daughter  *  added  the  grind  vliier,  "  to  be  treated  like  the 
aKrchant'4  wife.' 

*  1>Q  iMK,  iir."  answered  Schebcraiad^,  "  think  ill  of  me,  if  I  still  persist  in  my 
itattBDCStk.  The  history  of  this  woman  dues  not  shake  my  resolution ;  I  could 
rccosnl,  on  the  other  hand,  many  others  which  ought  to  persuade  vou  not  to 
appose  my  design.  Pardon  me,  too,  if  I  add,  that  your  opposition  will  \x  useless ; 
for  if  p.^teTnal  tenderness  should  rcAise  the  reoucst  I  make.  1  will  present  myself 
to  the  sultan."'  At  length  the  viiier,  overcome  by  his  daughter's  firmness,  yielded 
la  fact  cnuealies  ;  and.  although  he  was  much  nftlicted  at  not  being  able  to  con- 

ber  rcsolotion,  he  immediately  went  to  Schahriar,  and  announced  to  him 
:  SdttJheiacid^  herself  would  be  his  bride  on  the  following  night 

vdm  was  much  astonished  at  the  s.icrificc  of  the  gr.ind  vizier.  "Is  it 
1,"  said  he, "  that  you  can  give  up  your  own  child  ? "  "  .Sire,"  replied  the 
rittcr,  **  *lw  has  herself  rnade  the  offer.  The  dreadful  fate  that  hangs  over  bei 
doeanoi  alarm  her  ;  and  .she  prefers,  even  to  her  existence,  the  honour  of  being 
tba  ooQMft  al  your  majesty,  though  it  be  but  for  one  night."  "  Vizier,"  said  the 
sdtao,  **  do  not  deceive  yourself  with  any  hopes  ;  for  be  assured,  that  in  delivering 
5>didiaazad^  into  your  charge  to-morrow,  it  will  be  with  an  order  for  her  death  ; 
aad  tf  jroo disobey,  your  own  head  will  be  the  forfeit."  •'Although,"  answered 
iIe  vincr, "  my  heart  will  be  distracted  a i  fulfilling  your  majesty's  commands,  it 
uaf  noaTaU  for  human  nature  to  Liment ;  .ilthoiigh  I  am  her  father,  I  will  answer 
tor  Ibc  fidelity  of  this  arm."  Schahriar  accepted  hi5  minister's  otTer,.ind  informed 
Uv  Iw  might  bring  his  daughter  when  he  pleased. 

"WVhen  i£e  grand  viiicr  carried  this  inielligencc  to  Scheher.-u.id6,  she  seemed 
^VBCh  Kjtiiced  as  if  it  had  been  of  the  mmt  ple.isant  character  :  she  thanked 
'  btber  tor  obli^ng  her  so  greatly ;  .ind  obscr\-ing  him  to  be  much  afflicted, 
cansolcd  him  ny  saying,  that  .she  hoped  lie  would  be  so  far  from  repenting 
naniaee  with  the  sultan,  that  it  would  become  a  subjca  of  joy  to  nim  for 
t  remainder  of  his  life. 

DOW  occonicd  herself  with  the  manner  in  which  xhe  should  appear  before 
Ikcaalcui :  but  bcfsre  she  went  tu  the  palace,  she  called  her  sister.  Dinarrad^, 
Midi,  and  nid,  *  I  am  in  great  want  of  your  assiat-mce,  my  dear  sister,  in  a  very 
tavottaal  affiur :  and  I  hope  you  will  nut  refuse  me  My  father  is  going  to  con* 
daes  nc  to  tbc  palace  as  the  wife  of  tlie  sultan.  Do  not  let  this  news  alarm  you, 
tet  aaad  raiber  lo  what  1  say.    As  soon  as  I  shall  have  presented  mysdf  bdfore 
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the  sultan,  I  shall  entreit  Mm  to  suffer  ycu  to  sleep  in  the  bridal  chunbcr,  that 
may  enjoy  for  the  last  time  your  company.  If  I  obiAin  this  favour,  as  I  cxpec 
remember  to  avriikcn  me  to-morron,-  mominp*.  an  hour  before  daybreak,  an 
address  some  such  words  as  these  to  me  :  *  If  you  are  not  asleep,  my  slater, 
b^  of  you,  till  the  morning  appears,  to  recount  to  mc  one  of  those  dctightA 
stories  \nu  know.'  I  will  immediately  begin  to  tcl!  one ;  and  I  llaitcr  my'a< 
liiai  by  ilic^  means  I  shall  free  the  kingdum  from  the  consternation  in  which 
is."     Dinantiide  promised  to  do  with  pleasure  what  she  required. 

When  the  liour  of  retiring  approached,  the  grand  vizier  conducted  Schchen 
zndb  to  ihe  palace,  and  after  introducing  her  to  the  sultan's  apartment,  look  fa 
leave.  They  were  no  sooner  .ilone  than  the  sultan  ordered  her  to  lakc  off  hi 
veil.  He  was  rharmed  with  her  beauty;  but  pcrceivinf;  her  in  tears,  he  d 
manded  the  cause  of  them.  **  .Sire,"  answered  Schchemiad^,  "  1  ha%-e  a  stst 
whom  I  tenderly  love. and  whose  atuchinent  tome  is  equally  stronjr;  I  earnest 
wish  that  she  might  be  permitted  to  pass  the  night  in  this  apartment,  that  i 
may  again  sec  each  other,  and  once  more  take  a  tender  farcwclL  W'dl  you  thi 
consent  that  I  sh.!!!  have  the  consolation  of  gtving  her  this  last  proof  of  my  aflit 
tinn?"  Schahriar  having  agreed  to  il.  iTbey  sent  for  Dinar?add,  who'  can 
directly.  The  sultan  pas^  the  night  with  Scheherazade  on  an  elevated  coui 
as  was  the  custom  among  the  Eastern  monarchs,  and  Dinarr.id6  slept  at  the  fi 
C(  It  on  a  mattress  prep-ired  for  the  purpose. 

Dlnarctdv,  having  awoke  about  an  hour  before  djiy,did  not  fafl  to  do  what  b 
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bad  ordered  her.    *'  My  dear  liner."  she  said,  "  if  you  are  not  asleep,  I 

It  you,  as  it  will  soon  be  li^jht,  to  relate  to  me  one  of  those  delightful  tales 

fcxiow.     ll  will,  ala>'.  be  the  l;ui  time  1  shall  receive  that  pleasure.' 

Inuead  of  returning  anv  answer  to  her  sister,  Scheherazade:  adilressed  these 

■ofdt  b>  the  sultan ;  "  Will  your  majcsiy  permit  mc  to  indulge  my  sister  in  her 

rvneiC:'   "  Freely," replied  he.   Schcheraead^  then  desired  her  sister  lo  attend, 

aad,  Bctdrcsfcing  herself  to  the  sultan,  began  as  follows. 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  MERCHANT  AND  THE  GENIUS, 

HERE  was  formerly,  sire,  a  merchant,  who  was  possessed 
of  great  wealth,  in  land,  merchrindisc,  and  rcacfy  money. 

T"\J^*       He  had  a  numerous  set  of  clerks,  factors,  and  slaves  ; 
Vav     and,  from  the  ^rcat  extent  of  his  commercial  iransac- 
iSm"    tions,  he  was  from  time  to  time  oblij;ed  to  take  various 
JSL      joumt-ys,  in  order  to  arrange  hia  atVairs  in  person  with  his 
^™'         corrcspondcnti.     Having  one  dav  an  aliair  of  great  im- 
portance to  settle  at  a  considerabfc  distance  from  home, 
be  mounted  his  horse,  and  with  only  a  sort  of  doak-biiy 
behind  him,  in  which  he  had  put  a  few  biscuits  and  dates, 
he  began  his  journey.     This  provision  was  aljsolutely 
nece!>sar>-,  as  he  was  obliged  to  pass  o\'er  a  desert,  where 
it  was  impossible  to  procure  any  kind  of  food.    He  arrived 
wiitiout  any  accident  at  the  place  of  his  destination,  and 
having  finished  his  business,  he  set  out  on  his  return. 

On  the  founh  day  of  his  journey  he  felt  liimself  so  in- 
commoded by  the  sun  and  the  heated  surface  of  the  earth, 
that  he  turrrcd  out  of  his  road,  m  order  to  rest  and  refresh 
himself  under  some  trees  which  he  saw  ai  a  little  distance. 
ItfiefiMt  of  a  kujje  walnut-tree  he  pCTteivcd  a  very  transparent  and  cool  fountain. 
He  itnrtjedL-itcK-  aUrfjted,  and  lying  his  horse  to  a  branch  uf  the  tree,  sat  down 
OttitsbkAk.  having'  hrst  taken  some  biscuits  and  dales  fruin  his  little  store.  Whil< 
hew»s  thu9  sntiafyinj;  his  hunger,  be  amused  him^lf  with  tliruwing  about  the 
of  the  fruit  widi  considerable  velocity.  When  he  had  finished  his  frugal 
be  waited  his  hands,  his  face,  and  his  feet,  and  repeated  a  prayer,  like  a 
Ittvniitnan. 

He  had  h.iid)y  made  an  end,  and  was  still  on  his  knees,  when  he  saw  a  genius, 
kifr  with  .i'„'0  .ind  of  an  enormous  stature,  adii-anctng  towards  him,  with  a  sci- 
FiAnd.    A^  soon  as  he  W.-15  close  to  him,  he  said  in  a  most  terrible 
'    ihar  I  may  kill  thee  with  this  scimitar,  as  thou  hast  caused  the 
1,1  He  accompanied  these  words  with  a  dreadful  yclL    The  mer- 

i.  ,      .  the  horrible  figure  of  tliis  monster,  as  well  as  the  words  he 

.,  repliL-d  ui  irembbng  accents.  "  Of  what  ciime,  my  good  lord,  alas  I  can  1 
been  Rwilty  towards  j-ou.  to  deserve  the  loss  of  life?"    "  I  have  sworn  to 
thee,  as  tlmu  hast  slain  my  son."    "Good  Cod  ! "  ans%-ered  the  merchant, 
can  I  have  slain  him?    I  do  ttot  know  him,  nor  have  I  ever  seen  him." 
_  iIkm  not,' replied  the  monster. "on  thine  arrival  here, sit  down,  and  take 
p  dattt  from  thy  wallet :  .ind  after  eating  them  didst  thou  not  throw  the  stones 
jj^_,  .     ^  -,.      i-,  JM    »--riiij  IS  all  true,"  replied  the  merchant;  "  1  do  not  deny 
fc  =aid  the  other, '"  1  tell  ihee  thou  hast  killed  my  son ;  for  while 

ibu^  ...->,  i...v-.<.n^  about  the  stones,  myson  passed  by  ;  one  of  them  struck  him 
■  dK  C7C,  and  cansed  his  deaih,  and  thus  hast  thou  stain  my  son."  "  Ah,  sire, 
fasnv  rae,"  cried  ihe  merchant  **  I  have  neither  forgiveness  nor  mercy,"  added 
i«  Twmif  *• :  **  aiMi  ts  it  not  just  that  he  who  has  inflicted  death  should  suffer  it  Y* 
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**  T  grant  this :  yet  sarcXy  I  have  not  done  so ;  and  even  if  I  have.  I  have  done  so 
innocently,  and  therefore  I  entreat  you  to  pardon  me.  and  suli'cr  mc  to  live."  "  No, 
no,"  cned  the  genius,  still  persisting  in  his  resolution,  "  1  must  destroy  tlicc,  as 
thou  hast  done  my  son."  At  these  words,  he  took  the  merchant  in  his  ann&,  and 
li.iving  thrown  him  with  his  face  on  the  yruund,  he  lifted  up  hia  ^bie,  in  order  to 
strike  otf  his  head. 

The  merchant,  in  the  meantime,  bathed  in  tears,  protested  his  innocence,  and 
lamenting  his  wife  and  children,  tried  the  most  persuasive  means  to  avert  his  faie. 
The  genius,  still  holding  up  the  sabre,  waited,  however,  till  he  bad  ended  his 
complaint'*,  though  it  altered  not  bis  purpose.  "  All  thy  laracniaiions  are  vain," 
he  cried ;  "  were  thine  eyes  to  weep  blood,  it  would  not  prevent  my  killing  thee, 
as  thou  ban  slain  my  son."  "  Can  nothing,  then."  rephcd  the  merchant,  "  soften 
vou  ?  Must  vou  shed  the  blood  of  a  poor  innocent  being  ?"  **  Yes,"  lie  added, 
•'  1  am  resolved." 

Scbeberaxadi,  at  this  instant,  perceiving  it  was  day,  and  knowing  that  the  sultan 
rose  early  to  his  prayers,  and  then  to  hold  a  council,  broke  off.  "  VrTial  a  wonder 
ful  story,  said  Dinarzad^,"have  you  pitched  upon!"  "The  conclubion,"  answered 
Scheherazade,  **  is  still  more  surprising,  as  you  would  confess,  if  the  sultan  would 
suffer  mc  to  live  another  day,  and  in  the  morning  permit  me  to  conunue  the 
relation."  Schahriar,  who  bad  listened  with  much  pleasure  to  the  narration,  de- 
termined in  his  own  mind  to  wait  till  to-morrow,  intending  to  order  her  execution 
after  she  had  finished  her  story.  Having  resolved  to  defer  her  death  till  the 
following  day,  he  arose,  and  having  prayed,  went  to  the  council. 

The  grand  viiicr,  in  the  meantime,  mtas  in  a  state  of  cruel  suspense.  Unable 
to  sleejv  he  passed  the  night  in  lamenting  the  approaching  fate  of  his  dauglitcr, 
whose  executinner  he  was  compelled  to  be.  Dreading,  therefore,  in  this  melan- 
chnly  siwaiioQ,  to  meet  the  sultan,  how  jjrcit  was  his  surprise  in  seeing  him 
enlcr  the  council-chamber  without  giving  him  the  horrible  orders  he  expected! 

The  sultan  spent  the  day  .is  usual,  in  regubling  the  aifairs  of  his  LinKdi.im,and 
on  the  approacn  of  night,  retired  with  SchehcrAzadi  to  hw  apartment.  The  next 
morning,  before  the  day  appe-ired,  Dinanadi  did  not  fail  in  remind  her  sister ; 
"  My  dear  sister,"  she  said.  "  if  you  are  not  asleep,  I  entreat  yoii,  before  the  morn- 
ing breaks,  to  continue  your  story.*'  The  sultan  did  not  wait  for  Schebcrazadi  to 
asK  permission,  but  said, "  Finish  the  tale  of  the  genius  and  the  merchant :  1  am 
curious  to  hear  the  end  of  it" 

[/n  iMe  original  '.ifork  tktre  nrt  coniinu/U  interruptions  to  the  storiet  by  the 
nittpasni  npffarame  a/  dnylight,  which  abUi;c(i  the  mitnn  to  rise,  ami  attend  to 
the  offaiti  of  iht  state.  As  these  interruptions  tuohU  hazv  remrreJ  many 
hundred  tiMUf,  rt«V  thus  unpfe-iuintiy  kirve  broken  in  upon  the  unity  and  iom- 
tinufd  interest  so  essentia/  to  ta/ft  of  this  nature,  they  haj-e  been  omitted] 

Schehera£.-Ld^  immediately  went  on  as  follows  : 

When  the  merchant,  sire,  perceived  thflt  the  genius  was  about  to  execute  his 
purpose,  he  cned  aloud.  "  One  word  more,  I  entreat  you  ;  h;»ve  tlic  gixxlness  to 
grant  roe  a  little  delay  ;  give  mc  only  time  to  go  and  t.»ke  leave  of  my  wife  .tnd 
children,  and  divide  my  estate's  among  them,  as  I  h.-ive  not  yet  m-ide  my  will, 
that  lhe>'maynot  be  ubligcd  to  have  recour^  to  any  legal  process  after  my  death; 
»nd  when  I  h-tve  done  ihi?.,  I  promise  to  return  to  this  spot,  and  submit  myself 
entirely  to  your  pleasure.''  "  Hut  if  I  grant  vou  the  respite  you  deiuand."  replied 
the  genius,  •' I  fear  you  *-ill  not  return.  "  if  my  oath  will  assure  you  of  it,' added 
the  merchant.  •*  I  swear  by  the  Cod  of  heaven  and  e.vth,  that  I  will  not  fail  to 
repair  hither.'*  **  What  length  of  time  do  >-ou  require?**  said  the  genius.  "  It 
will  take  roe  a  full  year  to  arrange  everything,  and  eiwble  me  to  bear  with  com- 
posure the  loss  of  life;    I  therefore  promise  you,  that  you  shall  dnd  me  to-roorrow 


twelvemonth  under  ihese  trees,  waiting  to  ddiver  m>-5cir  into  yoitr  hands."  '•Take 
thy  Ood  to  witness  of  the  promise  thou  hasi  made  roe,"  said  the  other.  "  Again 
I  swur,"  repiied  he,  "and  you  may  rely  on  my  oath."  On  this  the  genius  left 
fcim  Dear  the  founum,  and  immrdiatcly  disappeared. 

The  merchant,  ha\ing  recovered  from  his  fright,  mounted  his  horse,  and  con- 
tiniMd  his  journey.  Bui  if.  on  the  one  hand,  he  rejoiced  at  escaping  from  the 
great  peril  he  was  in,  he  was,  on  llie  oihcr,  much  distressed  when  ne  recollected 
ihtt  &tal  oath  he  bad  taken.  When  he  arrived  at  home,  his  wife  and  family 
ROehTd  him  u-ith  ^igns  of  the  greatest  joy  ;  but  instead  of  returning  their  em- 
braces, be  wept  so  bitterly,  that  they  supposed  something  very  extrauniinary  had 
liA|i|Koed.  His  wife  inuuired  the  cause  of  his  tears,  and  of  that  grief  which 
"  40  violent.  "  \Vr  were  rejoicing,"  she  said,  "  at  your  return,  and  you 
us  all  by  the  simation  we  sec  you  in  ;  explain,  I  entreat  you,  the  cause  of 
yoar  violcni  sorrow."  "  Alas  I "  he  replied,  "  how  should  I  feelothenvise,  when 
I  ha.\'c  only  a  year  to  Uvc?"  He  then  related  lo  them  what  had  p-issed,  and 
thai  be  had  given  his  word  to  return  at  the  end  of  a  year  to  receive  his  death. 

When  the>'  heard  this  melancholy  tale,  they  were  in  despair.  The  wife  uttered 
the  most  lamentable  groans,  tearing  her  hair  and  beating  her  breast ;  the  chi]< 
dren  BMde  the  house  resound  with  ihcir  grief;  while  the  father,  overcome  by 
afcction,  mingled  hi:>  tears  with  theirs.    In  short,  the  whole  was  a  mo^t  atTecling 

Tht  nejct  day  the  merchant  began  to  settle  bis  affairs,  and  first  of  all  to  pay 

Us  dcbia.     He  made  many  presents  lo  his  dirfercni  friends,  and  large  donations 

to  dw  poor.     He  set  at  liberty  many  of  his  slaves  of  both  sexes ;  divided  his 

y  among  his  children  ;  appumtcd  guardi.ins  for  such  as  were  young ;  and 

returning  to  htb  wife  all  ihc  fortune  she  brought  him,  be  added  as  much 

as  the  Uw  would  (terniit. 

Tb£  year  soon  pa:i^sca  away,  and  he  was  compelled  to  depart     He  took  in  his 

the  garment  he  wished  to  be  buncd  in  ;  but  when  he  attempted  to  take 

of  his  wife  and  children,  his  grief  quite  overcame  him.    They  could  not 

bi*  loss,  and  almost  rcsulvcd  to  accompany  him,  and  all  perish  together. 

CMBpdkd  at  length  to  tear  himself  away  frum  objects  so  dear,  he  addressed 

ibcve  words  to  them  ;  "  In  leaving  you,  my  children,  I  obey  the  command  of 

Cod  ;  imiuie  me,  and  submit  with  fonitude  (o  this  necessity.     Remember  that 

to  die  »  ibe  inevitable  destiny  of  man."    Having  said  this,  he  snatched  himself 

amxy  from  them,  and  set  out.     He  arrived  at  the  destined  spot  on  the  very  day 

be  had  promised.     He  got  off  his  horse,  and  seating  himself  by  the  side  of  the 

iBunctin,  with  such  sorrowful  sensations  as  may  easily  be  imagined,  he  awaited 

the  viival  of  the  genius. 

While  be  was  kept  in  this  cruel  suspense,  there  appeared  an  old  man  leading 
a  hind,  who  catnc  near  to  him.  Having  saluted  each  other,  the  old  man  said, 
"May  I  ask  of  ynu,  brother,  what  brought  you  to  this  desert  place,  which  is  so 
ftdl «  evil  genii  thai  there  is  no  safely  ?  From  the  appc.tr.»ncc  of  these  trees,  one 
ni|^  ssppOK  It  was  inhabited  ;  but  it  is,  in  faa,  a  solitude,  where  it  is  dangerous 
umaf  kwg.* 

Tikt  mcrrhnnt  .utisficd  the  old  man's  curiosity,  and  rcLited  his  adventure.  He 
■nwMd  with  astonishment  to  the  account,  and  having  heard  it,  he  said,  "  Surely 
IwKHy  in  the  world  can  be  more  surprising  ;  and  you  have  kept  your  oath  in- 
Thihhte  In  truth  1  should  like  to  be  a  witness  to  your  inter^'iew  with  the  genius." 
Banog  said  tlus,  he  sat  down  near  the  merchant,  and  while  they  were  talking. 
aaofker  aU  man,  followed  by  two  bl.irk  dog^.  came  in  sight.  As  soon  as  he  was 
■Mr  CDoaffb,  he  saluted  them,  and  ioqiiired  the  reason  of  their  stay  in  that  place. 
The  6nt  old  m.-in  related  the  adventure  of  the  merchant,  exactly  as  he  had  told 
R :  aad  added,  tttat  this  was  the  appointed  day,  and  that  ho  was  therefore 

Cpcd  to  remain  in  order  to  see  the  event. 
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The  second  old  man,  thinking  it  also  very  curious,  resolved  to  do  the  same  ; 
and  sitting  down,  joined  in  the  conversation.  He  had  hardly  done  so,  when  a 
third  arrived,  and  addressing  himself  to  the  other  two,  asked  why  the  merchant, 
who  was  with  them,  appeared  so  melancholy.  They  related  the  cause,  which 
seemed  to  him  so  wonderful,  that  he  also  resolved  to  be  n-itness  to  what  passed 
between  the  genius  and  the  merchant  He  therefore  sat  down  with  them  for 
this  purpose. 

Soon  they  perceived,  towards  the  plain,  a  thick  vapour  or  smt^,  like  a  column 
of  dust  raised  by  the  wind.  This  vapour  approached  them,  and  then  suddenly 
disappearing,  they  saw  the  genius,  who,  without  noticing  them,  went  towards  the 
merchant  with  his  scimitar  in  his  hand  ;  and  taking  him  by  the  arm,  *'  Get  up," 
said  he,  "  that  I  may  kill  thcc,  as  thou  hast  slain  my  son.''  Both  the  merchant 
and  the  three  old  men  were  struck  with  terror ;  they  began  to  weep  and  till  the 
air  n-ith  their  lamentations. 

When  the  old  man,  who  conducted  the  hind,  saw  the  genius  lay  hold  of  the 
merchant,  and  about  to  murder  him  without  mercy,  he  threw  himself  at  the  mon- 
sters feet,  and,  kissing  them,  said,  "  Prince  of  the  Genii,  1  humbly  entreat  you  to 
suspend  your  rage,  and  do  me  the  favour  to  listen  to  me.  1  wish  to  relate  ray 
own  history,  and  that  of  the  hind  which  you  see  ;  and  if  you  find  it  more  won- 
derful and  surprising  than  the  adventure  of  this  merchant,  whose  life  you  wish 
to  take,  may  I  not  hope  that  you  will  at  least  remit  a  third  part  of  the  punishment 
of  this  unfortunate  man?"  After  mediuting  some  time,  the  genius  answered, 
"  Well,  then,  1  agree  to  it." 
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AM  now  goi'-.g  (said  he)  to  begin  my  tale,  and  I  request  your 
attention.  The  hind,  whom  you  see  here,  is  my  cousin — nay^ 
more  :  she  is  my  wife.  When  I  first  married  her,  she  was  only 
twelve  years  old,  and  she  ought,  therefore,  not  only  to  look 
upon  me  as  her  relation  and  husband,  but  even  as  her  father. 
We  lived  together  thirty  years  without  having  any  children; 
this,  however,  was  no  drawback  upon  my  kindness  and  regard. 
Still,  my  desire  of  offspring  was  so  great,  that  for  this  purpose, 
and  for  this  only,  I  purchased  a  female  slave,  who  bore  me  a  son 
of  great  promise  and  expectation.  Soon  after  my  wife  became 
infected  with  jealousy,  and  consequently  took  a  great  aversion  to  both  mother 
and  child  ;  yet  she  so  well  concealed  her  sentiments,  that  I  became  acquainted 
with  them,  alas  \  too  late. 

In  the  meantime  my  son  grew  up ;  and  he  was  about  ten  years  old  when  I 
Vas  obliged  to  make  a  journey.  I  recommended  both  the  sla\e  and  the  child  to 
my  wife  before  my  departure,  as  I  had  no  distnist  of  her,  and  prayed  her  to  take 
great  care  of  them  during  my  absence,  which  would  not  be  less  than  a  year. 
During  this  time  she  endeavoured  to  satiate  her  hatred.  She  applied  hcrsell  to 
the  study  of  magic  ;  and  when  she  was  sufficiently  skilled  in  that  diabohcal  art 
to  execute  the  horrible  design  she  meditated,  the  wretch  carried  my  son  to  a 
distant  place.  When  there,  by  her  enchantments  she  changed  him  into  a  calf- 
gave  him  to  my  steward,  and  ordered  him  to  bring  him  up  as  a  calf,  which  she 
said  she  had  bought.  She  was  not,  however,  satisfied  with  this  infamous  action, 
but  metamorphosed  the  slave  into  a  cow,  which  she  also  sent  to  my  steward. 

Immediately  on  my  return  I  inquired  after  my  child  and  his  mother.  "Your 
slave  is  dead,"  said  she, "  and  it  is  now  more  than  two  months  since  I  have  beheld 
your  son,  nor  do  I  know  what  has  become  of  him."  I  was  sen»bly  affected  at 
the  death  of  the  slave  ;  but  as  my  son  had  only  disappeared,  I  flattered  myself 
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As  be  would  suf^n  be  faund.  Eight  months,  howc\'cr,  passed,  .ind  he  did  not 
reriiiii,  T\x\r  coiil'J  I  Icnm  any  tiding  of  him.  In  ortlcr  to  cctcbnlc  the  festival 
1 1  ' « liidi  was  apiiroachinj,  I  ordered  mj-  steward  to  bring  mc 

Ll  ,       ,  ssed  for  a  ^icrifice.     He  obeyed  my  commands,  ancT  the 

COK  be  bjuujjlii  nic  u^s  my  own  s\z\t,  the  unfortunate  mother  of  my  son.  Havioc 
Imind  her,  I  was  about  to  make  the  sac riftrc,  when  at  the  \try  instant  she  lowed 
floon  somrwfaUy.  and  the  tcar^  e\'en  fell  from  her  eyes.  This  seemed  to  me  so 
cttraAnGnxrj-,  that  1  could  nut  but  feel  compassion  for  her,  and  was  unable  to 
ctvc  tbe  £&lju  blow.    1  Uicrcfurc  ordered  her  to  be  taken  away,  and  another 

CWUplt. 

"'        h'.  seemed  angry  at  my  compassion,  and  opposed  an 

i  lUre,  "  What  are  yoii  about,  my  husband  ?  '*  said  she 

.1-  ?    Your  steward  has  not  a  more  beautiful  one,  nor 


My  wife,  who  tv  -■    - 
(«der  *h*Kh  deft 

«ae  17. 

«fce<»-  -  "^^■■  .  ^    . 

SBUnt;  to  give  the  mortal  blow,  when  the  victim  a  second  time  disarmed  me  by 

2—3 


((se."  Wishing  m  oblii^e  my  wife,  I  ag^ain  approached 
1  my  pity,  wluch  suspended  the  sacrilice,  1  was  again 
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her  redoubled  tears  and  moanings.  I  then  delivered  the  mstnimcnts  into  the 
h.tnd&  of  my  AiCM-ard  "  'I'ake  them,"  I  cried,  ".md  make  the  sacrifice  yourscll ; 
the  lameniations  and  iear%  of  the  animal  have  overcome  me." 

The  stew-ard  was  less  compassionate,  and  sacriiiccd  her.  On  taking  off  the 
skin  we  found  hardly  anything  but  bones,  tlioujrh  she  appeared  very  fat.  "  Take 
her  away,'""  Ktid  1  to  tlic  steward,  tmlv  chujjririt-d.  "  I  give  her  to  you  to  do  as 
you  please  witli:  r^ale  l>oih  yourself  and  whomioe^er  you  wish;  and  il  you 
have  a  verj-  fat  cilf,  bring  it  in  her  place."  I  did  not  inquire  what  he  did  with  the 
cow,  but  he  had  not  been  cone  long  before  I  saw  a  remarkably  fine  lalf  brought. 
Altltuueh  I  was  ignorant  that  this  calf  was  my  own  son,  yet  I  felt  a  ^^nsation  of 
pity  ansc  in  my  breast  ai  first  siirhi.  As  soon,  also,  as  he  perceived  me,  he  made 
so  great  an  etfon  to  come  to  mc  that  he  broke  his  cord.  Mc  Lay  down  at  tny 
feet,  with  his  head  on  the  ground,  as  if  he  endeavoured  tucxcin:  my  compassion, 
and  not  have  th :;  cruelty  to  take  away  his  life ;  suiving  in  this  manner  to  make 
mc  comprehend  Uiat  he  was  my  son. 

I  was  still  more  sururi^d  and  alTected  by  this  action  than  I  had  been  by  the 
tears  of  the  cow.  I  felt  a  kind  of  tender  pity,  which  interested  me  much  for  him ; 
or,  to  speak  more  correctly,  my  blood  guided  me  to  what  was  my  dul>-.  *'  Go 
back,"  I  cried,  "and  take  all  possible  csac  of  this  calf,  and  in  its  room  bring 
another  directly." 

No  sooner  did  my  wife  hear  this  than  she  exclaimed,  **  What  are  you  about, 
my  husbnnd .'  Do  not,  1  pray,  sacrifice  any  other  than  this."  "  Wife,  answered 
1,  "I  will  not  sacrifice  him;  1  wish  to  favour  him.  Do  not  you,  therefore, 
oppose  iL"  This  wicked  woman,  however,  did  not  agrvc  to  ray  proposal ;  she 
liatcd  my  son  too  much  to  >utfcr  him  to  remain  tn  safety  ;  and  she  continued  to 
demand  his  sacnfice  so  obbtiiiaicly,  that  I  was  cumpcUed  (o  yield.  I  biMind  the 
calf,  and  lakmg  the  fatal  knife,  was  going  to  bury  it  in  the  throat  of  my  son. 
when  he  turaed  his  eyes,  filled  with  tears,  to  persuasively  upon  me,  tltat  1  bad 
no  power  to  execute  my  intcmiun.  The  knife  fell  from  my  hand,  and  I  told  my 
wife  1  was  determined  to  have  iinolher  calf.  She  tried  every  means  to  induce 
tnc  to  .titer  my  mind  ;  I  continued  firm,  however,  in  my  resolution,  in  ••pite  of  all 
she  could  s;iy— promising,  for  the  s.'ike  of  appeasing  her,  to  sacrifice  this  calf  al 
the  feast  of  Hairam  on  the  followine  year. 

The  next  morning  my  steward  desired  to  speak  with  me  in  pri"\-ate.  '*  I  am 
came,"  said  he,  "to  give  you  some  information,  which,  I  trust,  will  afford  you 

rlcasure.  I  have  a  daughter,  who  has  some  little  knowledge  of  magic  ;  and  as 
was  bringing  the  calf  back  yesterday,  which  you  were  unwilling  to  sacrifice,  I 
obscr*'cd  that  she  smiled  at  seeing  it,  and  the  next  moment  began  to  weep.  1 
inquired  of  her  the  cause  of  these  two  contrary*  emotions.  '  My  dear  father,'  she 
answered, '  that  calf,  which  you  bring  back,  is  the  son  of  our  master  ;  I  smiled 
with  joy  at  seeing  him  still  alive,  and  wept  at  the  recollection  of  his  mother,  who 
was  yesterday  sacrificed  in  ihc  shape  of  a  cow.  These  two  melumorphoses  have 
been  contrived  by  the  enchantments  of  our  master's  wife,  who  hated  both  the 
mother  and  the  child.'  This,"  continued  the  steward,  "  is  wh.ii  my  daughter 
said,  and  I  come  to  report  it  to  you."  Imagine,  O  getvius,  my  surprise  at  hearing 
these  words-  1  immodiatcly  set  out  with  my  steward,  to  speak  to  his  daughter 
royseIC  On  my  arrival,  I  went  first  to  the  stable,  where  my  son  bad  been  placed  : 
he  could  not  return  my  caresses,  bm  he  received  thcra  in  a  way  which  convinced 
me  tli.ll  he  was  really  my  son. 

When  the  daughter  of  the  steward  made  her  appearance,  t  asked  her  if  she 
could  restore  him  to  his  former  shape,  "  Ves,"  replied  she,  "  1  can."  "  Ah."  ex- 
claimed I,  "  if  you  can  perform  such  a  miracle,  I  will  make  yoii  the  mistress  of 
aU  I  Dossess.*^  She  then  answered  uith  a  imile,  **  Vou  are  our  master,  atid  1 
know  now  much  we  arc  bound  to  you  ;  but  1  must  mention  that  I  can  restore 
your  son  to  his  own  form  only  on  two  conditions  :  first,  that  >iou  bestow  him 
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ttpoa  me  for  my  husbanJ  ;  and,  secondly,  that  \  may  be  permittrd  topuni<^h  her 
vao  changc^l  him  inti>  a  cal£"  "  To  the  first,"  1  replied,  '•  1  ajjree  with  all  my 
bcut;  I  Will  still  do  mure:  I  will  yivc  you.  for  your  own  sepnnitc  use,  a  con- 
■adcTsble  sum  of  money,  ind^'pcndrnt  uf  wtuit  I  destined  for  my  son.  In  shon, 
ytm  ibaU  pcnxive  how  1  ran  iicknowlcdge  the  important  service  you  do  mc.  1 
JCTFC  also  to  that  which  rcjj^ird'i  my  wife  ;  a  person  who  h.-is  i>ecn  r.ip.ablc  of  so 
cnnamal  an  action  i»  worthy  of  punishment  1  abandon  her  to  you— do  what 
you  pkiue  wiili  her ;  I  tiiily  rnirejt  you  to  spare  her  hfe."  "  I  will  treat  her, 
Ihca,*  the  \aiiA,  "  in  the  s-une  manner  3s  she  has  treated  your  son."  To  this  L 
pMMDt'  convent,  pro^idctl  she  first  restored  my  Mm  lu  me. 

Tlwaainv-1  ih<-ii  ir  <jk  :i  vessel  full  of  water,  and  pronouncing  over  it  some  words 
I  did  OoC  o:^  lie  thus  addressed  herself  to  the  calf :  "  O  calf,  if  thou  hast 

beea  create:  :i-poiverful  Sovercif^n  of  the  world  »s  thou  now  appearcst, 

reiaia  that  lonn  ;  but  if  tJiou  art  a  man,  and  hast  been  ehan^xd  by  enchantment 
imo  A  calf,  resume,  by  permission  of  thy  divine  Creator,  thy  natural  figure  ! "  In 
unoff  tht*.  s.hc  threw  Uic  water  over  him,  and  he  instantly  rc((amcd  his  own  (bnn. 

"  Jlfy  child  \  niy  dear  child  .' "  I  immediately  exclaimed,  and  embraced  bim  with 
«  Cnanon  I  could  nut  restrain, "  il  is  the  Almighty  who  hiich  sent  this  damsel  to 
vs.  <v  de*tnn.-  ibe  huriihle  charm  with  which  you  were  surrminded,  and  toavenee 
t>.  '    '  n  done  to  you  and  ymir  mother.     I  am  sure  your  gratitude 

■%.  .1  her  for  a  wife,  as  I  have  already  promised  for  vou."   He 

.  l»forc  they  were  united  the  damsel  changed  my  wife  into 
?  here.     I  wished  her  to  ha%"c  this  lorm  in  preference  to 
=  ui^pita^ant.  that  wc  might  »ce  her  without  repugnance  in  our 
&mtiy. 

StDcc  thii,  my  sod  has  become  a  widower,  and  is  now  travelling.  Many  years 
h>vtt|ifts»cd  tincc  I  have  heard  anything  of  him :  t  have  therefore  now  set  out 
vkha  view  tu  g;iin  wm^r  'ir<r.  .nii.iiion;  and  as  1  did  not  like  tu  rrust  my  wife  to 
A*  cue  nf  dfiy  ■•  irch,  I  thought  prnjicr  to  carr\'  her  along  with 

me.     TWy  i;  ifir  '  i  and  this  hind  :  cm  anyihmg  twmore  wondcr- 

I.  '  d  the  genius,  **  and  in  conseiiueticc,  I  ^ rant  a  thint 

ttf  ...-ut." 

*As  HciD  a»  the  first  old  man,  sire,  had  finished  hia  hi&tDr>-,"  continued  the 
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sultann, "  the  scronii,  « tio  led  the  two  black  ilogs,  sAid  (o  the  genius, '  I  will  rclol 
to  you  wh.-il  h.is  h.-i|ipcn«d  to  mc  and  ihese  two  doj;*  which  you  ice,  .-ind  1  ai 
sure  you  Mill  find  my  hisior\'  still  more  asioiii^hing  than  ih.it  which  you  hav 
heard,  llui  when  I  have  tola  it.  will  you  gmnc  lo  this  merchant  another  third  o 
his  pardon  ?'  *  Yc^i,'  answered  the  Rcnius, '  provided  your  hutury  surpasses  tha 
of  the  hind.'    This  being  settled,  the  second  old  nun  begun  as  foUons." 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  SECOND  OLD  MAN  AND  THE  TWO 

BLACK  DOGS. 

>"  ■  V  I' MAT  I'rtnte  ut'  the  Cenii,  )'ou  must  know,  that  tlicsc  two  blad 
.  •''■^.Ts  which  you  ^ec  here,  and  myself,  are  three  brothers.  Ou 
■  I  left  us,  when  he  died,  one  thousand  MMiuins  each.  Witl 
-iitn  we  all  embarked  in  the  sjine  profession,  namclv.  aa 
'  i.int*.  Soon  after  we  had  opened  our  warehouse,  my  efdes 
I  T,  who  is  now  one  of  these  dog>,  resolved  to  travel,  ;in( 
<<> .  on  his  business  in  forcijn^  countries.  With  this  view  tii 
-old  all  hi.s  ^oods,  and  bought  such  other  sorts  of  merchandiji 
.IS  were  adapted  to  tht  dilTerent  countries  he  propoacd  vtsitinc. 
He  vcK  out,  and  was  absent  a  whole  ycir.  At  the  end  of  thfl 
mm-  ;i  !vuir  man,  whu  seemed  to  mc  lo  l>c  askiny  cliarit;',  pro 
lelf  at  my  warehouse  "God  help  yoti."  s.iid  I.  "Ain 
inswercd  he:  "isil  possible  you  do  not  know  me?' 
On  Idokiny  allentivciyai  him,  I  recognized  his  person.  "Ah,  my  brother,**  I  criec 
eml>racin>;  hini."hnw  should  I  possibly  know  you  in  this  slate.'"  I  mode  fab 
Come  in  directly,  and  inquired  bom  after  his  health  and  the  success  of  his  voyage 
"  Do  not  ask  me."  he  replied  ;  "in  beholding;  mc  you  see  the  whole  To  cnta 
into  a  detail  of  all  the  misfortunes  that  I  have  suffered  in  the  l^t  year,  and  whicll 
have  rudu';ed  mc  lo  the  state  you  see,  would  only  I>e  lo  renew  my  affliction." 

I  insl.intly  shut  up  my  shop,  and  ncRlecting  everjthing  else,  I  took  him  to  thf 
bath,  and  dressed  him  in  the  host  apparel  my  n^irdrobe  a^ordcd.  I  ex.imined  tbfl 
state  of  my  business,  and  finding  by  my  accounts  that  I  hod  Just  doubled  my 
cxphal,  that  is,  that  I  was  now  worth  two  thousand  sequins,  1  presented  him  uitn 
the  halt  "  Let  this,  my  brother,"  1  said,  "make  you  for^gcl  your  losses."  He 
jo>'fully  accepted  tlie  thousand  scquina,  again  settled  his  aflairs,  and  wc  h\-cd 
together  iis  befi-rc. 

Some  time  after  this,  my  second  brother,  which  is  the  other  of  these  black  dog« 
wished  also  to  dispose  of  his  properly.  Both  his  elder  brother  and  rnvsclf  lh« 
cvcrythinjf  m  our  power  lo  dissuade  him  from  it.  but  in  vain.  He  sold  all,  ant 
with  the  money  he  boujiht  such  mercharulise  as  he  wished  for  his  journey.  Ha 
tfwk  his  de(»arturc  and  joined  a  cara\-aa  At  the  end  of  a  year  he  also  returned 
in  tlic  same  condiuon  as  his  brother  had  done.  I  furnished  him  with  clothes ; 
and  as  I  lud  ^Mincd  .viother  thousand  scuums,  I  ga\x  them  to  hitn.  He  directly 
^bou);hl  a  shop,  and  contmued  to  exercise  Kis  buiiiness. 

One  d4iy  both  my  brothers  came  to  me,  and  proposed  that  I  should  tnake  a 
vioyajce  with  tbem.'for  ihe  purpose  of  traffic.  '*  You  have  travelled,"  said  I,  .it 
once  rejecting  the  srbcmc.  "and  what  have  yon  gained  ?  Who  will  insure  that 
I  shall  be  more  lortun.itc  than  you  ?  "  In  vain  did  they  use  evcrj-  argument  thejr 
tbouxht  could  induce  me  to  try  my  fortune  ;  I  still  refused  to  consent  to  theif 
<iwi|til,  They  returned,  however,  so  often  to  the  subject,  that,  after  ha\-ing  witb« 
stood  their  solicitations  for  five  years,  I  at  length  pelded. 

VrTicn  it  became  ncccssarj-  to  prepare  for  the  voyage,  and  we  WTrc  ronsultiof 
on  the  sort  of  merchandise  to  be  bought,  1  discovered  that  they  had  c onsmnea 
their  capiul,  and  that  notlUng  remained  of  the  thoutMUid  sequins  I  had  given  to 
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caciL     X  did  '  '..rh  them;  on  the  contrary,  as  my  capital  ii'ns 

tocreased  lu  .  1  divided  the  half  with  them,  and  said,  '*We 

lauM,  m)r  brii-.^iii^.  iis>.  >.'\v.\  u\T\x  thousand  sequins,  and  endeavour  tn  ronceal 
the  oibcr  in  some  secure  pl.icc,  that  i(  our  voyage  be  not  more  successful  than 
ibMC  you  have  already  made,  wc  &hatl,  with  this  lium,  be  able  to  console  our&eive& 
and  bcgta  our  former  prulession.  I  will  ^wxl  unc  thausand  sctjuins  to  each,  and 
IctepoDC  rmr^lf:  and  I  will  conceal  Uic  other  three  diuusand  in  a  corner  of  my 
boue.*  We  purchased  our  goods,  embarked  in  a  vessel,  which  we  ourselves 
fteitfhied,  and  set  ^il  with  a  favourable  wind.  After  saihnj;  about  a  month,  wc 
HQVtdf  without  any  accident,  at  a  port,  where  wc  landed,  and  had  a  most  advan- 
aCBOoa  sale  for  our  merchandise.  I,  in  particular,  sold  mine  so  well,  that  1  gained 
ten  for  one.  We  then  purchased  the  |m^ucc  of  that  country,  in  order  to  trafAc 
mth  K  in  mir  otm. 

Abo'-i  ■  -iiat  wc  were  ready  to  embark  on  our  return  1  accidentally  met 

OB  the  I  female,  of  a  very  fine  figure,  but  poorly  dressed.   Slie  accosted 

ti'r  '  i,  and  entreated  mc  most  earnestly  to  permit  her  to  go  witli 

K.<  r.  wife.     I  sl:irlcd  many  dilTiculties  to  such  a  plan  ;  but  at 

bT,^tri  tfif  s-i.ti  ^'  I  imu  h  to  f»crsuade  mc  that  I  ought  not  regard  her  poverty,  and 
dut  I  should  be  well  saii^ftrd  itith  her  conduct,  I  was  quite  overcome.  1  direcUy 
procorcd  prttpct  diTises  for  her.  and  after  maTT}-mg  her  in  due  fonti^  she  embarked 
«uh  n>e,  ana  wc  wi  ^.iil. 

Dunng  our  voj-nKc,  I  found  my  wife  possessed  of  so  many  good  qualities,  that 
I  loved  htr  ever>'  d.iy  more  and  more.  In  the  meantime  my  two  brothera,  who 
had  not  traded  >"  "'■  ■"  '%'eously  as  myself,  and  who  vu;re  jealous  of  my  pro- 
•perity,  began  to  i  'm;ly  envious.     They  c%en  went  s*>  far  as  to  conspire 

«f;air.si  :\\\  life ;  I  ■  ^lii,  while  tiiy  wtic  and  I  were  asleep,  they  threw  us 

ii. 

V  ed  to  be  a  fairy,  consequently  possessed  of  supernatural  power;  you 
■>hc  was  not  hurt.  A^  for  m%self,  I  shmdd  certainly  have 
■  J,  I  h.id  hardly,  however,  failen  into  the  water  twfore  she 
;i4*>>poned  me  into  an  island.  As  soon  as  it  was  day  the  fairy 
!<*:  "  Vou  may  observe,  my  husband,  that  in  saving  your  life  I 
■he  K^wd  you  have  done  me.  You  must  know  that  I  am  a 
'tie  shore  wlien  you  were  about  to  sail,  1  felt  .1  great  inclina- 
I  wislicd  to  try  die  goodness,  of  your  heart,  and  for  this  purpose  I 
IRseateil  myself  before  you  m  the  disguise  you  saw.  You  acted  most  gencrtiusly* 
anS  t  xm  therefore  delighted  in  finding  an  occasion  of  showing  my  gratitude ;  but 
I  am  enraged  against  yuur  brothers,  nor  shall  I  be  satisfied  till  1  have  taken  their 

I  bucned  with  astonishment  to  tlie  discourse  of  the  fair>-,  and  thanked  her  as 
«tU  at  I  was  able  for  the  great  obligarion  she  had  confcrTC<i  on  roe.  "But, 
aaduv'  said  I  to  her,  **  I  mu.<(t  enticit  you  to  pardon  my  brothers ;  for  although 
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ic*t  reason  to  complain  of  their  conduct,  yet  I  am  not  so  crud  as 
■.niction."     I  related  to  her  what  I  had  done  for  each  of  them', 
hlv  increased  her  anger.     "  I  must  instantly  fly  after  these  un- 
.-:(-!  i    wr.-r    n-  ,      'I'.t  -'u'. "  and  bnn;;  ihcm  to  a  just  piinishmcnt :  I  will  sink  1 
:-;  ;  (      ,'      •  1  ;  rr ,  i       re  thcm  to  the  Ixittom  of  the  sea."    "  No,  beautiful' 
li'i.  ■  -n's  sake,  modcmle  your  indignation,  and  do  not  exe- 

t^'t  11 ;  remeiiilM*!  that  they  arc  sttU  my  brothers,  and  that 

■5  '.!i    '■...;(.  '.     1 1  :i.. ;:  giHid  for  evil." 

-  .;iH'.i-i  1  'Ik    f.,rv' by  these  u-ords,  and  no  sooner  had  I  pronounced  them 
*Un  ^\  :-tc<l  me  tn  an  instant  from  the  island  where  we  were  to  the  top 

A  CD.  1:,  which  was  tcrrarrd,  and  then  disappeared.      I  descended^ 

<SVNed  (Lt-  ijoois,  and  dug  up  the  three  ihnusand  sequins  which  I  had  hiddea 
■ittwdi  repuird  to  my  snop,  opened  u,  .-md  reccivctl  the  congratulations 
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(he  merchants  in  the  neighbourhood  on  my  arrival.    When  I  returned  homo 

ftrceived  these  two  black  dci^s,  which  came  towards  me  with  a  submissive  a 
could  not  una^DC  what  this  meant ;  but  llie  fairy,  who  soon  appeared,  salisli 
my  curiosity.  "  My  dear  husband."  said  she,  "  be  no:  surprised  at  seeing  lh« 
two  do^s  in  your  house :  they  arc  your  brothers."  My  blood  ran  cold  on  heart 
this,  and  I  inii^uired  by  what  power  they  had  been  transformed  into  that  sia) 
"  It  is  1,"  replied  the  fair)-.  "  who  have  done  it ;  at  least  it  is  one  of  my  aisiers,' 
whom  1  gave  tlic  coimnission,  and  !>he  lias  al^o  sunk  tlieir  ship.  You  will  la 
the  merdiandisc  it  contained, but  1  shall  recompense  ytui  in  sume  other  way; 
to  )-our  brothers,  1  have  condemned  them  to  rcTn.iin  under  this  form  fur  ten  yet 
as  a  punishment  for  ihcir  perAdy.''  Then  informing  me  where  1  roi^hl 
bcr,  &he  di&appearcd. 


Tm  TWO  RLAOt  DOCt. 


*The  ten  years  arc  now  completed,  and  I  am  travellinf;  in  search  of  her. 
was  pasnn4;  this  wav,  I  met  this  merchant  and  the  good  old  man  who  is  leidi 
his  hind,  and  here  1  stayed.  This,  O  Prince  uf  the  Genii,  is  my  history :  dt 
it  not  appear  to  you  of  a  most  extraordinary  nature?"  "Yes,"  replied  the  genii 
•■  I  conie?s  it  is  most  wonderful,  and  therefore  I  remit  the  second  tliird  of 
meTrh.infs  punishment." 

When  the  second  old  man  had  fini«ihcd  his  story,  the  third  began  bj-  asking 
genius,  as  the  others  had  done,  if  he  would  forgi\e  the  other  third  of  the  ml 
chanf  s  crime,  provided  his  hismry-  surpaswd  the  other  two  in  the  «.ingiilarity ; 
uncommonness  of  its  event*.    The  .ijcniua  repeated  his  former  promise. 

The  third  old  man,  sire,  related  his  history  to  the  genius,  but  as  it  has  not 
come  to  my  knowledge,  1  cannot  repeat  it ;  but  I  know  it  was  so  imich  beyo 
the  otliers.  from  the  variety  of  WDndcrful  adventures  it  contained,  that  the  gen 
wxs  astonished.  He  had  no  suuncr  heard  the  ccmclusiun  than  he  said, "  I  gn 
you  the  rcm.-»ininj;  third  part  nf  the  merdiani's  pflrdon  .  and  he  ought  K>  be  i 
nitclv obliged  to  you  all  fur  hnvinj;  freed  him  frfrm  his  d-ingeroiis  sitontion  by 
rclatioD  of  your  adventures ,  for  without  your  aid  he  would  not  now  have  been 


world.**    HAving  said  ihis,  he  disappcoied,  to  the  great  joy  of  ihc  whole 


-      hant  did  not  omit  to  be?;iow  many  thanks  upon  his  liberators.    They 
rr;  ■:  him  at  bcinj;  out  of  dan^^cr,  ana  then  bidding  him  adieu, each  went 

fcM  unii  Hiv.    The  merchant  rciurned  home  to  his  wUc  and  children,  and  spent 
ibc  rrniain^fr  of  his  days  with  ihcm  m  tranquillity. 

■*  But,  life,"  added  Shcheraiadi,  "  however  beautiful  those  tales  which  I  have 
ratetod  to  )'our  majebty  may  be,  ihcy  arc  not  equal  to  that  uF  the  fishertnan." 
Ditwmdir  ob»er\'lit^'  that  the  sultan  made  no  answer,  said,  *' Since  there  is  still 
igoie  tiaie,  my  ^i^tet,  pray  recuunt  his  hi^ior)- ;  the  sultan,  1  hope,  will  not  object 
to  it*    Sctuihriar  consented  to  it*  and  Shchera^adi:  went  on  as  follows. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  FISHERMAN. 

HERE  was  fonnerly,  sire,  an  aged  lisherman,  who  was  so 
piKir  that  he  cuuld  barely  obtain  food  for  himself,  his 
wife,  and  three  children,  of  which  his  family  cone.it>ted. 
He  went  out  early  every  morning  to  his  employment,  and 
he  had  imposed  a  rule  upon  hmisclf  never  to  cast  his 
neis  above  fi'ur  times  a  day. 

One  mcming  he  set  out  before  the  moon  had  disap- 
peared :  when  he  h;td  got  tu  the  sca-sbore.  he  undressed 
himself  and  threw  his  nets.  In  drawing  iheni  to  land,  lie 
perceived  a  conjidenibic  resistance,  and  begati  to  imagine 
he  should  have  an  cx*'ellent  hnul,  at  which  he  was  much 

But  the  moment  after,  rindini;  that,  instead  of  lish,  lie  had  got  nothing 

tlw  cueatc  of  an  ass  in  his  nets,  he  was  nnich  vexed  and  afflicted  at  having 
K>  bad  a  draught.  When  he  had  mended  his  nets,  which  the  weight  of  the 
had  torn  in  nuiny  places,  he  tlirew  tlicm  a  second  time.  He  ^igain  found 
jIc  reMstaocc  in  drawing  them  up.  and  .igain  he  thought  ihcy  were 
with  foh;  how  great,  then,  «as  liis  dt-i.ipp.iintment  in  discovering  only  a 
luge  p«ODbcr,  or  baRkct,  filled  with  sand  and  in>id.  "O  Fortune!"  he  excLiiraed 
io  the  greaicu  atDiction,  and  with  a  melancholy  voice,  "cea-*ic  to  be  enraged 
i|ajsil  me.  Teraecutc  not  an  unfortunate  bcmg  who  thus  supplicates  thee  to 
tmn  him.  1  came  from  home  to  seek  after  life,  and  you  announce  my  death. 
Ikxvc  DO  Other  trade  by  which  I  can  subsist,  and  even  with  all  my  care  I  can 
toiOr  snppi 
nafiUinoi 

Hen  in  i  iT>v  i . 
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••ssioK  wants  of  my  fatnily.     But  wherefore  should  1 
I  pU-asure  in  dbu^in;^  the  virtuous  and  leaving  great 
.  i.ivourest  the  wicked,  and  exaltesl  those  who  possess 
r.  1  them?" 

I  hi<  complaints,  he  angrily  threw  aside  the  pannier,  and 
•*•  .::  Kjtit  the  mud,  he  threw  them  a  third  time.   He  brought  up  only 

«..i.i -,  . -.  fiUli.      Ii  is  impi>5itble  to  describe  his  despair,  which  almost 

fcfvined  biin  of  his  senses.  Tlte  day  now  began  to  break,  and,  tike  a  good 
MaMekaan,  be  did  not  neglect  his  prayers,  to  which  he  added  the  following: 
'Thoy  koowcst.  V)  Lunl,  that  I  throw  my  nclstinly  four  limes  a  day.  Three  times 
kaiB  I  cast  t)icni  tniu  Oic  sea  wilhnul  any  prollt  fur  my  labour.  Once  more  alone 
anijcu,  Aod  1  entreat  I'hce  to  render  the  sea  favourable,  as  Thou  formerly  didst 
»««t«i.' 

Wbcfl  the  fi«herm.Tn  h.nd  finished  this  prayer,  he  threw  his  nets  for  the  fourth 
ibv>  Again  he  iuppn^^cd  he  had  caught  a  great  quantity  of  hsh,  as  he  drew 
1^9  with  as  mudi  ulttkulty  ai  before.  He  nevertheless  found  none  :  but  dis* 
tMvnd  a  »a*c  of  yeJlow  top[»cr,  which  seemed,  from  its  \n-ight,  to  be  hllcd  with 
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iomcihing  :  nnd  lie  <>b»er\'cd  tlut  il  was  shut  up  :ind  fattened  with  lead,  on  whicf 
tlierc  wab  tht"  iiiipK-ssmn  of  a  ie.iL  "  I  will  iclt  tliia  to  ;i  foundtr,"  statd  he,  mil 
joy,  "  and  with  llit-  iiiuncy  I  ^Iiall  gel  for  It  I  will  |iurcli»sc  a  measure  of  com." 

He  examined  ihc  vase  on  all  sides  ;  he  shook  it,  in  order  to  discover  wtielher 
it5  contents  uould  rattle.     He  could  hear  nothing  ;  and  this,  tugciher  n-iih  the 
impression  of  the  seal  on  the  lead,  made  him  think  it  was  hlled  witli  something, 
valuable.     In  order  to  rind  this  oui.  he  took  bis  knife-,  and  got  it  open  without! 
much  di&iculty.    He  directly  turned  the  top  dou-nwards,  and  was  much  surprised 
ID  tind  nuttiin}-  come  out :  he  then  set  it  down  before  him,  and  while  he  wa 
attcniively  observinj;  it,  llitrc  issued  from  it  so  thick  a  smoke  that  he  was  obli^^cd! 
to  step  back  a  tew  puces.    This  staukc.  by  decrees,  rose  almost  to  the  clouds,  and* 
spread  iisclf  over  ocuh  the  w.itcr  and  the  shore,  appearing  like  a  thick  foy,    Tlw 
ttsherman,  as  may  easily  l>e  imaginwl,  was  a  good  deal  surprised  at  this  sight. 
When  the  %moke  had  all  come  out  ut'  the  vj&c,  it  again  collected  itself,  and  be- 
came a  sohd  bi»dy,  and  tlicn  took  ilie  ihapc  of  a  genius,  twice  as  large  as  any  of 
the  giants.    At  the  a|>{)carancc  of  so  cnonnoiis  a  monster,  tlie  tisbcrman  uUhedj 
to  run  away,  but  his  tears  s%-crc  so  great,  he  v>3s  unable  to  move. 

"Solomon,  Solomon."  cried  chc  genius,  -iTreat  prophet  of  God  I    p-.Lrdon, 
pray.     1  never  more  will  oppose  tliy  uil),  but  will  obey  all  thy  commands." 

The  hslierm.ia,  sire,  luu  no  woncr  heard  these  words  spoken  by  i! "■■■■ 

thim  he  reyiunc-d  his  courage,  and  aaid.  "  Proud  spirit,  what  is  thi>  tl: 
Soltimoii,  the  prophet  of   the  Must    High,  has  been  dead  more  than  ■.^..■-^ixi 
liiiiiilrc'd  yearK.     Inlonii  me,  1  pray^  (»t  Uiinc  hislur)',  and  on  what  account  the 
nasi  bhui  up  in  this  vase." 

To  tins  speech,  the  genius,  kwkinjf  disdainfully  at  the  h^honn-in,  an^Tvcrc 
'■  Speak  more  civilly  ;  thuu  .irt  vt-rv  bold  to  call  me  a  prciid  ipiriu"  "  I'erhai 
ih-.h,"  returned  the  lishfrman,  "iiwill  be  more  civil  to  call  you  ,in  owl  of  gt 
lu'.U.  **  I  tell  tliee,"s.iij  ihc  genius,  "  speak  to  me  more  civilly, before  I  kill  thee.' 
'*  And  for  what  reason,  pray,  wdl  you  kill  mc  ?  **  answered  the  fi^herm.in  ;  "  liav« 
you  already  forgotten  ikit  I  have  set  you  at  liberty?"  "  1  remember  it  vcrj-wcll,* 
returned  he  ;  "but  th.it  shall  not  prevent  my  destroying  thee,  and  I  will  only  giant 
thee  one  favour."  "  And  pray  wliat  is  that  ? "  said  the  tisberman.  "  It  is,"Tei>licd 
the  genius,  **  to  i>crmit  thee  to  choose  the  manner  of  ihy  death."  "  But  in  w  nnt,'l5 
addnl  the  other."  have  I  otTcnded  you  }  Is  it  thus  thou  wouldst  recompense 
for  the  good  I  have  done  thee?"  "1  can  treat  thee  no  otherwise/  said 
genius  ;  "and  to  convince  tbec  of  il,  attend  to  my  history. 

"  I  am  one  of  those  spirits  who  rebcllc<t  against  ihc  so\ereigniy  of  Cod. 
the  other  genii  ,icknow]eilgc»i  the  great  Solomon,  the  prophet  of  God,  and  sul 
inittcd  to  him.     Sarar  and  myself  were  the  only  ones  who  were  .ibove  humblii 
[lOUrselves.     In  order  to  revenge  him!iclf,  this  powerftil  monarch  charged 
&e  son  of  Barakhia,  his  tirst  minister,  to  come  and  seize  mc.    I1us  was  doiw^ 
and  Ass.'if  took  and  brought  mc,  in  spite  of  myself,  before  tlic  throne  of  iho  kinj; 
his  master. 

"  Solomon,  the  son  of  David,  commanded  me  to  quit  rn>'  mode  of  life,  acknni 
bit  auttiority,  and  submit  lo  his  laws.  I  haughtily  refused  to  obc>'  hit 
nihcr  CKposcd  myself  lo  his  resentment  than  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  ai 
I  which  hcrequired  t>f  me.  In  order,  therefnre,lo  punish  mc,  hccnclos< 
me  in  this  copi>er  vase  ;  and,  to  pnevent  my  forcing  my  way  out,  he  put  upon  (I 
leaden  cover  tlie  impression  uf  his  seal,  on  which  the  great  name  of  iiod  is 
,  gnven.  This  done,  he  gave  the  vase  to  one  of  those  >,'enn  who  obeyed  him.  ni 
ordered  him  to  cast  mc  into  the  sea  ;  which,  to  my  great  sorrow,  was  perforir 
directly. 

"  During  the  fint  period  of  my  captivity,  I  swore  that  if  any  one  delivered 
before  the  first  hundred  years  wxrc  passed,  I  would  make  him  rich,  even  after 
death.    The  time  elapsed,  anr^  no  one  assisted  me.    During  the  second  centui 
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I  ^auiL  that  if  ftiiy  rclM-ied  me,  t  nould  discovt^r  lo  him  all  the  ircasures  of  ihe 
earth  ;  -itill  I  'v.is  not  more  fortunate.  Durin;^  ihe  third,  I  promised  to  make  my 
t  •  jmwcrful  monarch,  to  be  always  hovcritiE  near  him,  and  to  grant 

ii  \  three  requests  he  chose.    This  age  too,  like  the  lormcr,  passed 

rw^)',  Awc.  I  iciiumcd  in  the  same  sittMlion.  Enraged,  at  liist,  to  be  so  long  a 
prisoner,]  sworeth.it  I  would,  without  mercy,  kill  whoever  should  in  future  release 
mr,and  that  the  only  favour  I  would  grant  him  should  be,  lo  choose  what  manner 
of  deaUi  he  plc.tsed.  .Sitjcc,  tliereforc.  thou  hast  rome  here  to-day,  and  hast 
debvc      ■         •■  upon  whatever  kind  of  death  ihou  wilt." 

Tti*^  I  wa>  much  afflicted  at  this  speech.    "  How  unfortunate,"  he 

eKlKin>ir>j.  ..  .1  i.tu  conte  here  and  render  sof^reat  a  service  to  such  an  ungrate- 
Ibl  object !  Consider,  J  entreat  you,  your  injustice,  and  revoke  so  unreasonable 
an  oaih.  Paidun  me,  and  God  will,  in  like  manner,  pardon  you.  K  you  gene~ 
rousJy  Miffer  me  lo  live.  He  will  defend  you  from  all  attempts  ihat  may  be  made 
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life."  "  No,"  answered  the  genius,  *'  thy  drath  is  cert:iin ;  determine 
kill  thee."  Tlic  tishcnnan  was  in  great  distress  at  finding  him  thus 
on  his  death,  not  so  much  on  his  own  account  as  that  of  his  three  chil- 
.  whose  wn-trhcd  sute  he  greatly  deplored  when  they  would  be  reduced  by 
btsdeath.  He  still  cniJtJM»urT!d  to  appease  the  j^cnius.  "Alas!"  he ched,"  have 
picyon  rac.intunb.idci  iliun  ut'  what  I  have  done  for  thee."  '*  1  have  already  told 
iImn:.'  reptird  the  jienujs,  ''ihat  ;.  is  for  that  very  reason  that  I  am  obliged  to 
Uke  thy  lifc."  **  It  is  ver)'  stranpc,"  added  the  fisherman,  "  Uiat  you  ari;  dctcr- 
io  mam  evil  for  good.  I'hc  proverb  says  that  he  who  dues  good  to  him 
does  iMt  de3er\-e  it  is  alwayi>  iU  rewarded.  I  did  think,  I  own,  that  it  wa» 
becatWB  ncAliing  is  more  contrary  to  reason  and  the  ri^'hts  of  society  ;  yet 
tneUy  6nd  it  too  inie."  "Let  us  lose  no  time."  cried  the  genius ;'" your 
wiU  not  alter  my  resolution.     Make  has'.c  and  icU  me  how  you  wish 


idte." 


the  <i«ir  t.i  ;rii-:.tion  ;  and  the  fisherman  thought  ofa  stratagem. 

i:  efc.i|»e  death,  I  submit  lothc  will  of  God  ;  Iwt 

I         lIi.  I  conjure  you.  by  the  great  name  of  God,  which 

I  lie  seal  ot  the  prophet  Solomon,  the  son  of  David,  answer  me 

■'V\  1  am  coin^'  to  put   to  >-ou."    The  genius  trembled  at   this 

1"  ■'       '■     i     lUl  be  compelled  to  answer  positively.    He  then 

I.-,'    \,:  .iLii  thou  will,  and  make  haste." 

.1  no  wKincr  promised  to  speak  the  truth  than  the  fisherman  said 

.  ui  know  whether  you  really  were  in  lliat  vass  ;  dare  you  xwear 


it  by  the  great  name  of  Cod  ?"  "  Yes,"  answercil  the  geniu»,  "  I  swear  by  the 
great  name  of  God  that  I  most  ceitninly  was."  "  In  truth,"  replied  the  fishcrinan, 
•*  1  cannot  believe  you.  This  vase  cannot  contain  one  of  your  feet  ;  how  then  can 
it  hold  yt'iir  whole  body  ? "  **  I  swear  lo  ihec,  not wiihs landing,"  replied  he, "  thai 
I  was  there  jiisi  ns  thou  scest  me.  Wilt  chou  nor  believe  me  after  the  solemn 
oath  I  have  taken?"  "  No,  truly," added  the  fisherman,  "  I  shall  not  believe  you 
unlcu  I  were  lo  sec  it." 

Immediately  the  form  of  the  genius  began  to  change  into  smoke,  and  extended 
itself,  05  before,  over  both  the  »horc  and  the  sea ;  and  then,  coUectmjj  itself,  began 
to  enter  the  vase,  .ind  contmued  to  do  so,  in  a  <>luw  and  c^ual  manner,  till  nuthin^' 
remained  wiihout.  A  voice  immediately  issued  fcirlli,  s-iying  "  Now  then,  thou 
incretluluus  hsiicnnan,  dosi  thou  believe  mc  nnw  I  am  in  the  vase '' "  Bui,  instead 
uT  answering:  the  genius,  he  immediately  took  the  leaden  cover,  and  put  it  on  the 
vase.  "  Genius,"  he  cncd,  "  it  is  now  your  turn  to  ask  pardon,  and  choose  what 
_^ort  of  death  is  most  agreeable  to  you.  But  no  ;  it  is  belter  that  I  should  throw 
agam  mto  the  sea,  and  I  will  build,  on  the  ver>-  spot  where  you  arc  cast,  a 
se  upon  the  shore,  in  which  I  will  live,  to  warn  all  tishermcn  that  sluiU  come 
and  throw  their  nets,  not  lo  Hsh  up  so  wicked  a  genius  as  thou  art,  wlio  makest 
an  oath  to  kill  the  man  who  shall  set  lliec  at  liberty." 

At  this  offensive  speech  the  enraged  genius  tried  c^'-'rv  method  to  get  out  of 
the  vase,  but  in  vain  ;  for  the  impression  of  the  seal  of  SdfomuTi,  the  p  ophel,  the 
son  of  I>avid.  prevented  him.  Knowing  then  that  the  fisherman  had  tlio  advan- 
ta^'C  over  him,  he  began  lo  conceal  his  rage.  "Take  care,"  said  he,  in  a  softened 
tone,  "what  you  arc  about,  fisherman.  Whatever  1  did  Vi3%  merely  in  joke,  and 
you  ought  not  to  take  it  senourily."  **  O  genius."  answered  the  ti!ihcrman.  "  you 
who  wTrc  a  moment  ago  llic  greatest  of  all  the  genii,  are  now  the  most  msignificanl; 
and  do  not  sup|H>Ke  tliat  your  flattering  sj^et-ches  will  l>e  of  any  use  to  you.  You 
ihall  assuredly  return  to  the  aca;  and  if  you  p-isscd  all  the  lime  there  which  you 
have  stated,  you  may  as  well  rcmatn  till  the  day  of  judgment.  1  entrc,ited  you, 
in  the  name  of  God,  not  to  take  my  life,  and  you  rejected  my  prayers ;  I  now 
reject  yours,  likewise." 

The  genius  tried  cvcrv-  argument  lo  move  the  fisherman's  pitv,  but  in  vain,  "  1 
coniurc  you  to  open  the  vase.**  said  he  :  "if  you  give  mc  my  liberty  agriin.  yoa 
shall  have  reason  lo  be  satisfied  with  my  gratitude."  "You  arc  too  tTe;iclienmB 
for  me  to  trust  \ou,"  returned  the  fisherman  ;  "  I  should  deserve  lo  lose  my  life 
if  I  had  the  imprudence  to  put  it  in  your  power  a  second  lime.  You  would  most 
likely  trcti  me  .is  a  Greek  king  treated  Uouban  the  physician.  Listen,  and  I 
will  tell  you  the  story." 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  GREEK  KING,  AND  DOUBAN  THE 

PHYSICIAN. 

N  the  countr>'  of  Zouman,  in  Persia,  there  hvcd  a  king,  whoie  sub- 
jects were  originally  Greeks.  This  king  w.i5  sorely  afflicted  with  a 
leprosy,  and  his  physicians  had  unsuccessfully  tncd  cvcr>-  remedy 
they  were  .icquaintcd  with,  when  a  very  ingenious  ph)-»ician,  cjdled 
Douban.  arrived  at  the  court 

He  had  acquired  his  pruAmnd   learning  by  studying  ditTcimt 

author)  in  the  Greek,  Latm,  Persian,  Arabic,  Turkish,  .Syri^c,  and 

Hebrew  languages ;  and  bc^ide^  havinj;  a  consummaie  knowle^gO 

of  philii^ophy,  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the  good  and  bad  pro* 

all  kinds  (if  pUnis  and  dru>;s. 

soon  as  be  was  informed  of  the  king's  illncM.  and  that  the  physicianii  had 

him  up,  he  drcsicd  himself  .is  ncitU'  as  po>^biIile,  arul  obtained  pcrmiuian 


ijk 
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(o  be  pr«9«ni«d  to  the  king.  "  Sire,"  snid  he,  "  I  know  that  a!I  the  physicians 
who  hAve  Attended  your  majest>-  have  been  unable  to  rcmo\'e  your  leprosy  ;  but 
if  you  will  do  mc  the  honour  to  accept  of  niy  scn-iccs,  1  wiU  cngagx:  to  cure  you 
vilbout  either  inccrnal  doses  or  outward  applications."  The  king,  pleased  with 
ifais  proposition,  replied,  "  If  you  are  really  so  skilful  as  yuu  pretend.  1  promise 
10  confer  alfluenccon  you  and  your  posterity  ;  and  without  reckoning  die  presents 
you  will  tuive.  yuu  ^hiill  be  my  tirsl  favourite.  But  do  you  .assure  me,  then,  that 
700  will  remove  my  leprosy  without  m.iking  mc  sw.illow  any  potion,  or  applying 
any  mnedy  extcrn-illy  ?  "  "'  Yc«,  sire,"  replied  the  phj-sician,  "  I  flatter  myself  I 
ih '"  '    1.  with  the  help  of  (lod  ;  and  to-morrow  I  will  b^^n  my  operations." 

lumed  to  hi^  house,  .ind  made  a  sort  of  racket  or  bat.  with  a  hollow 
in  uic  lundiL-.  10  admit  the  drug  he  mcint  to  use  ;  that  being  done,  he  also  pre- 
pared a  tort  of  round  ball  or  bowl,  in  the  manner  he  intended,  and  the  foUowinK 
day  he  presented  himself  before  tJic  kin^.  and,  prostrating  him:>elf  at  his  feet, 
kiHed  the  Ki^und. 

Oouban  then  aroM:,  and  having  made  a  profound  reverence,  told  the  king  that 
be  BOSt  ride  on  horseb.ick  to  the  place  where  he  w;i5  accustomed  to  play  at  bowls. 
Hk  kiRE  did  as  he  was  desired  ;  and  when  he  h-td  reached  the  buwting-green. 
ifae  |ritysacian  approached  him.  and  putting  into  his  hand  the  bat  which  he  had 
pKpKred.  •"Silt,"  said  he,  "exercise  voursclf  with  striking  that  bowl  about  with 
ilii»  bat  till  you  find  yourself  in  a  profuse  perspiration.  When  ihc  remedy  I  have 
cackMcd  in  Its  handle  U  warmed  by  your  hand,  it  nill  penetrate  through  your 
■lule  body  ;  you  may  then  leave  otT,  for  the  drug  will  have  taken  effect ;  and 
■hen  you  return  to  yuur  palace,  get  into  a  wann  bath,  and  be  well  rubbed  and 
■nbcd  :  then  go  to  bed,  and  to-morrow  you  will  be  quite  cured." 

The  lung  tO(4c  the  bat,  and  spurred  his  horse  after  the  bowl  till  he  struck  it : 
llwaa  teat  back  ag.iin  to  him  by  the  oihcers  who  were  playing  with  him,  and  he 
■track  it  again ;  and  thus  tlic  game  continued  for  a  considerable  time,  till  he 
faou)  hti  hand  as  well  as  his  whole  body  in  a  perspiration,  which  made  the 
miedy  in  the  bat  operate  as  the  physician  had  said  ;  the  king  then  left  the  game, 
WtMn»cd  to  the  palace,  bathed,  and  observed  verj-  punctually  all  the  directions 
tibat  bad  been  ^'ivtn  him. 

He  won  fnitnd  the  good  effects  of  tlte  prescription ;  for  when  he  arose  the  next 
■lominj;,  he  pcrrcivcd  with  ciy^\A  surprise  and  joy  that  hi*  U-prosy  was  entirely 
CBrrri.  and  that  his  lK>dy  was  as  clear  .^5  if  he  had  never  b»?cn  ati.icked  by  that 
taalady.  As  soon  as  he  was  dressed  he  went  into  the  audience-room,  where  he 
manted  his  throne  and  received  the  congratulations  of  all  his  courtiers,  who  had 
on  that  day  partly  to  gratify  their  curiosity  and  partly  to  testify  their 


Ooabui  entered,  and  went  to  prostrate  himself  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  with 
W  face  towards  the  ground.  Tlic  king,  seeing  him,  called  to  htm,  and  made 
ban  ail  by  bis  side  \  and  showing  him  to  the  assembly,  gnve  him  in  that  public 
»if  att  the  praise  he  so  well  deserx-ed  ;  nay,  be  did  not  stop  here,  for  there  being 
•pawl  cnteruinment  at  court  on  that  day,  he  placed  him  at  his  own  table  to 
Meenly  with  him. 

TV  Creek  king  (proceeded  the  fisherman)  was  not  satisfied  with  admitting 
te jdrpidon  U»  his  own  table  ;  towards  evening,  when  the  courtiers  were  about 
rjng  rich  robe  resembling  that  which  the  courtiers 
'. ,  and  in  addition,  made  him  a  present  of  two  thon- 
■•.n^  days  he  did  nothing  but  caress  him  ;  in  short,  this 
nld  never  repay  the  gbligntions  he  owed  to  so  skilful  a 
illy  conferring  on  him  some  frcnh  proof  of  his  gratitude. 
\iiicT,  whn  was  avaricious,  envious,  and  by  nature  ca]ub1e 
inc.     He  ob3er%-cd,  not  without  piiin,  the  presents  which 


hdanrt,  he  put 
Mdy  wore  in  I' 

pace,  lUnv 

■trr " 

^^i   .  —    -— —  ,^...., ...-  ,, ........ 

■dbi^  bcKowni  upon  the  ptiysician,  whose  great  character  and  ment  he  was 


■iuta 


itest 
be.      I 


detennined  lo  lessen  and  destroy  in  the  mind  of  the  king.    1'o  acconiidtsli 
he  went  to  him.  and  said  in  private  th.it  he  had  same  mcelhgcnce  of  the  f^reatest 
moment  to  conimiinicatc.    1  he  kinjf  asked  him  what  it  was.    "  Sire,"  replied  bCj 
"  It  t^  \Try  danjjcruus  fur  a  monarch  to  place  any  contidence  in  u  man  of  wh 
hdclily  he  is  not  ;is>uicd,     In  overwhclinmj;  the  pliysician  I>oub;in  with  y 
favouiii,  ^nd  l>c5litwing  all  this  kindness  and  regard  iipnn  him.  you  know  not  h*ii 
hcm^tybtf  a  traitor.  \thuli.is  introducctl  hinisciriothrrnurt  in  urderta  assassinate 
you."   •■  WJiat  14  thii  you  dare  tcH  mc  ?  "  answered  tht  king.    "  Recollect  lo  wh 
yuu  speak,  and  that  you  :idvancc  an  assertion  to  uhich  1  shall  not  easily  gi 
irrediL"    "  Sire,"  addc<l  the  vtricr,  "  1  am  ;Kcur.itclv  inlormcd  of  what  1  have 
honour  to  rcptcscnt  to  you;  dumn,lhcrcforc,contmiic  loixposc  sudiadangc 
rontidence  in  him.    If  your  maioty  is,  as  it  were,  in  a  dream,  it  i^  time  to  anak 
for  i  again  n-|jcat  that  the  phywcian  Dmiban  ha^  nut  Iravclleil  fnatn  tlie  farii 
port  of  (.if-  ■  ■    '•'-  "wn  cuunfrv.  but  for  tlic  horrible  de>i^n  I  have  mentionc 

*■  Nu.  r.-  iittrnipltd  llie  ktny  ;  *'  I  am  wire  this  man,  wh'im  you  ct 

&iderasati,,  _  .  .md  traitor,  is  one  of  the  most  virtuous  and  best  of  men  ;  th 
is  no  one  in  the  world  whom  I  regard  so  laticb.  You  know  by  what  remedy, 
rather  by  what  miracle,  he  cured  me  nf  my  leprosy  ;  and  if  he  had  souf;bt 
life,  why  did  he  thus  save  it.'  Cease  then  from  cndcavounnK  loinstd  unjust  5US- 
piciou;».  for  mstcid  uf  listening;  (o  ihcm.  I  mm*  inform  yoti,  that  from  this  very  day 
J  bestow  upon  him  a  pension  uf  one  thousand  sequins  a  itiontli  for  itic  re^t  of  ht* 
life.  And  were  I  to  sluue  all  my  nchcs  and  even  my  kingdom  with  him.  I  could 
never  sufficiently  rcjiay  what  he  has  done  for  me.  I  «re  wh.it  it  is :  his  virli 
excites  your  envy  ;  but  do  not  suppose  that  I  shall  sufi'er  myself  to  be  prcjudi 
a^inst  him  unjustly.  I  well  remember  what  a  vlrier  said  to  Kin^  Sinhad, 
raaMcr.  to  prevent  his  ^vine  orden  for  the  death  of  hie  son." 

This  \cTy  much  excited  the  curiosity  of  the  vizier.     "  1  beg  your  majesty 
pardon  mc  if  I  have  the  boldness  to  usk  yvu  what  it  was  tliat  the  vizier  of  K 
Smbad  %\k\  in  liis  nj-ister,  m  order  ti>  avert  the  death  of  hi*  son."     TTic  C 
kinp  had  thciomplaiHanrc  to  satisfy  him.  "This  vi/icr,".iddcd  he,  "after  havi 
rcprcst-ntrd  to  Kini*  Sinbad  that  he  ought  to  hesitate  to  do  a  thing  which 
founded  on  the  bu^c^'estion  of  a  mother-in-law,  for  fear  she  should  repent,  related 
the  luUowmji  slory." 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  HUSBAND  AND  THE  PARROT, 

HERE  lived  once  a  f^ood  m.-m  who  had  a  beautiful  wi 
of  whom  he  was  so  passionately  ftmd  that   he  cor 
scarcely  bear  to  have  her  out  of  his  sighL    One  day, 
when  tome  particular  business  obtitfed  him  lo  leave  her, 
he  went  to  a  place  where  thn-  sold  all  sorts  ol  birds : 
purchased  a  parrot,  which  «".is  nut  only  higlilv  accoi 
plishcd  m  tlic  art  of  talking,  but  al«.ij  )iossesM«l  the  r;Lr6 
yifl  of  lellinjj  everything  ihal  w.is  done  m  its  presence. 
The  husband  took  it  home  in  a  rape  to  his  wife, 
1>cgErd  nf  her  to  keep  it  in  her  chamber,  and  take  j^' 
care  of  il  during  his  absence;  after  this  he  set  out  on 
journey. 

On  his  reltimhcdid  not  fail  tointerrofpte  the  parrot  onwh.it  had  passed  while 
he  was  away ;  and  the  bird  very  cirpenly  related  a  few  circutnstancc*  v  hich 
occauoned  the  husband  to  repnmund  his  wife.  She  supposed  that  sume  of  h< 
■lares  bad  cxpotcd  her,  but  tlicy  all  assured  her  they  were  faithful,  and  a 
incfaafKittfT  the  p^irrot  with  the  crime.  Desirous  of  being  con^irxcd  of  the 
of  ^is  iDattcr,  die  wife  devised  a  method  of  quieting  the  suspicions  of  her  husl 


ce. 
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ud  »l  ibe  same  time  of  revenging  henelf  on  the  parrot,  if  he  were  the  culprit 
The  nc»t  rttnc  the  Imsband  nas  abM:nr  she  ordered  one  of  her  slaves  during  the 
oi^t  Ua  turn  a  IwndniiU  under  ihc  bird's  cage,  and  another  lo  throw  wTltcr  over 
it  Hce  rain,  ami .;  third  to  w;ive  a  lookm};->;las.s  before  the  parrot  by  the  light 
•rf  a  CAfidlc.  Wk  slaves  were  ciiiploycd  die  greatest  part  of  the  nighi  in  doing 
vlul  tlicir  mistress  had  ordered  tnem,  and  succeeded  to  h?r  satisfaction. 
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TWfanmrift;  day,  when  the  husband  returned.  Itc  again  applied  to  the  parrot 
toteiafenned  of  what  had  taken  place.  The  bird  replied,  "  My  dear  master, 
iklirtl^of,  t)jr  ihtind^r,  and  the  rain  have  so  disturbed  me  the  whole  night, 
4k  I  ctBfl<.>'  ■■  "  tiow  much  \  have  suffered.''    The  husband,  who  knew 

Act  bad  br'  d  that  night,  became  convinced  that  the  parrot  did  not 

^*Tf\  ■■'  -rLri  ihat  having  told  an  untruth  in  this  parririilar,  hchad  also 

Jwenr  .  irspect  to  his  wife  ;  being  therefore  extremely  enraged  with  it, 

■  •oi  (111-  iiri.i  .ju(  of  the  cage,  and,  dashing  it  on  the  floor,  killed  it.  He,  how- 
••*r.  afterwards  Icamt  from  his  neighbours  that  the  poor  parrot  had  told  no 
■■^cbood  ia  Tcferrnce  to  his  wife's  conduct,  which  made  him  repent  of  having 
^Dufed  it 

'When  the  Greek  kinK,**  said  the  fisherman  to  the  genius, ''  bad  finished  the 
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story  of  the  parrot,  be  added,  'You,  viner,  tiirough  envy  of  Douban,  who  hu 
done  ymi  no  evil,  wUh  me  to  order  his  dc^ih;  but  I  mil  take  g'ood  care  lest,Ukt 
the  husKand  who  killed  his  p.irroi,  I  should  afterwards  repent.' 

*'  The  vizier  was  too  desirous  of  the  death  of  Douban  to  let  it  rest  here.  '  Sire.* 
replied  he,  *ihe  loss  of  ihe  parrot  was  of  hiUc  importance,  nor  do  1  think  hi^ 
master  could  long  have  rcfrrcitcd  it  Bui  on  what  account  should  the  dread  cA 
oppressing  tlic  innocent  prevent  you  from  destro>-ing  this  physician?  Is  it  not 
a  suAicicnt  rcru^un  tliat  he  is  iiccuscd  uf  attempting  your  life  to  authorize  you  to 
take  away  his?  When  the  life  of  a  kin^  i^  in  question,  a  bare  suspicion  ought  to 
be  equal  to  a  ce^t.^tn^)■  :  and  it  is  better  to  sacrifice  the  innocent  than  save  the 

Kihv.  But  ihii,  sire,  by  no  means  rests  nn  an  uncerlainty.  The  physician 
juban  positively  wishes  to  assassinate  you.  It  is  not  envy  lfi.it  m.'ikcs  nic  hos- 
tile to  him,  it  is  inc  interest  alone  that  I  lake  in  your  majesty's  preservation  ;  it 
is  mv  zeal  which  induces  me  to  give  my  advice  on  so  important  an  occasion.  II 
my  information  is  false,  I  dcscn'c  the  same  punishment  that  a  certain  viiiei 
underwent  formerly.'  'Wliathad  that  vizier  done  wonhy  of  chastisement  ?' said 
the  Greek  king.  '  I  will  lell  your  majesty,'  answered  the  vixier, '  if  you  will  have 
tlie  goodness  lu  listen.' " 


THE   HISTORY  OF  THE   VIZIER  WTiO  WAS   PUNISHED. 


i 


HERE  was  formerly  a  king,  whose  son  was  passionaiely  fond 
hunting.    His  father,  therefore,  often  indulged  him  in  this  diver- 
lion;  but  at  the  same  time  gave  positive  orders  to  hii  grand 
viiier  always  to  accompany  and  never  lose  sight  of  him. 
One  hunting  morning  the  pnckcrs  roused  a  stag,  and  the 

firince  set  off  m  pursuit,  thinking  that  the  vizier  was  following 
lim.  He  galloped  mi  long,  and  his  eagerness  carried  him  so 
far,  that  he  ai  last  found  himself  quite  .ilone.  He  immediately 
stopped,  and  ob.<ier\-ing  that  he  liad  lust  his  way,  he  endeavoured  to 
letum  back  by  the  %uroc.  in  order  to  join  tlic  vizier,  who  had  not 
been  sufficiently  attentive  m  followmg  him.  He  was,  however,  un- 
able to  hnd  it ;  and  riding  about  on  nil  sides  without  getting  tato 
the  right  track,  be  by  chance  met  a  lady,  not  ill  made,  who  was 
ML-eping  most  bitterly.  The  prince  immediately  checked  his  horse 
.md  inquired  of  her  who  she  was,  what  she  did  alone  in  lh.it  place, 
^^  and  whctlicr  he  could  assist   her.   '*  1  am,"'  she  answered,  "  the 

A  daughter  of  an  Indian  king.      In  riding  out  into  the  country,  I  was 

overcome  with  sJecp  and  fell  from  my  horse.  He  has  run  away, 
■nd  I  know  not  what  has  become  of  him."  The  young  prince  was  sorry  for  her 
misfortune,  and  proposed  to  i.akc  her  up  behind  him,  which  she  accepted. 

As  they  passed  b>'  an  old  ruined  Ixiilding,  the  lady  made  &oroe  excuse  to  alight ; 
tlic  prince  therefore  stopped,  and  suffered  her  to  get  down.  He  also  alighted, 
and  walked  towards  die  buildiny,  holding  his  horse  by  the  bridle.  Imagine  llwn 
what  was  his  astonishment,  when  he  heard  the  female  pronounce  these  word* 
from  within  the  walls:  **  Rcjouc,  my  children,  ! hirt'£  brouekt you  a  very  nUt fat 
youth."  And  directly  afterwards  other  voices  answered,  "  (I'Afr*-  ij  ke,mammutT 
Let  us  eai  him  ittslantlwfor  -we  art  very  hungry." 
The  prince  had  heard  enough  to  convince  him  of  the  danger  he  was  in:  he 

Etainly  perceived  that  she,  who  represented  herself  as  the  daughter  of  an  Indian 
ing.  was  no  other  than  the  wife  of  one  of  those  sa\-age  demons  ciUcd  ogres,  who 
live  in  desert  places,  and  make  use  of  a  thousand  wiles  to  surprise  and  dc%'our 
the  unfortunate  passengers.  He  trembled  with  fear,  and  instantly  mounted  " 
horse. 


Tbc  pretended  princess  at  that  moment  made  her  appearance,  and  finding  she 
lud  failed  in  h«  vhcme,  "  Do  not  be  afraid,"  she  cn«l,  "  but  tell  me  who  yon 
arc.  int]  ivh.it  yoii  arc  luoktng  for."*  "  1  have  lost  my  way,"  he  replied,  "and  am 
«^i'  :  lo  tind  it."    '*  If  you  are  lusi,"  she  said,  "  recommend  yourself  to 

C>  win  dHivcr  you  from  your  difficuliy." 

1  >ld  not  liclieve  that  she  spoke  sincerely,  but  that  she  con- 

sist >  ithm  her  poM-cr;  he  hftcd  up  his  hands  therefore  towards 

br  11-4.  ■■  i^tst  thine  eyes  upon  rae,  O  all-powerful  Lord,  and  deliver  me 

fr  enemy ! ''    Ai  this  prayer  the  ogre  went  back  to  the  ruin,  and  the 

pt  ■'    •  "  s  poMble.     He  fortunately  discovered  the  rijjhl  road,  and 

art  Hid  rcljled  to  his  father,  wtird  for  word,  the  great  danger 

Ik  u^x  >-  v-<l  M'ltMjgh  the  neglect  of  the  grand  vizier.     The  king  wab  so 

eanfcd  u  him  thai  he  ordered  this  minister  to  be  instantly  strangled. 

"Sire,"  continued  the  vizier  of  the  Greek  king,  "to  return  to  the  physician 
tXxihan  ;  if  you  do  not  take  care,  the  canhdcncc  you  place  in  him  will  turn  out 
or.'  I  well  know  that  lie  is  a  ^py,  vent  by  your  enemies  lo  attempt  your 

d  He  has  cured  you,  you  Siiy ;  but  who  can  tell  that  ?    He  has  jwr- 

ki  icii  you  in  appearance,  and  not  radically;  and  who  can  tell  whether 

it  n  the  end  wiU  not  produce  the  most  pernicious  effects  ?'* 

;  bng  was  naturally  rather  weak,  and  had  not  penetration  enough  to 
t.:  Wicked  intention  of  his  vizier,  nor  sufficient  tirraness  to  persist  in  his 

hm  oiiiniua.  This  conversaiion  staggered  him.  "  Vou  arc  right,  viiier,"  said  he, 
'he  may  be  come  for  the  express  purpose  of  taking  my  life,  which  he  can  easily 
accomplbh,  even  by  tlic  mere  smell  of  some  of  his  drugs.  We  must  consider 
wfcfti  Uto  be  dune  in  this  cuniunciiire.' 

When  the  viiie r  perceived  the  king  in  the  disposition  he  wished,  he  said  to  him, 
"The  best  and  most  ccruin  means,  aire,  to  insure  vour  repose,  and  put  your 
Mnoa  in  salety.  is  instantly  to  send  to  L>ouban,  and  on  his  appearance,  order 
watobe  beheaded. "  "  Indeed,'  replied  the  king.  "  I  think  I  ou^ht  lo  prevent 
Vidn^^RS."  Having  said  this,  he  called  one  of  his  officers,  and  ordered  him 
t&nml  the  physician,  who,  without  knowing  what  the  king  wished,  hastened  to 
fteulacc. 

''Knowcst  thou."  said  the  king  as  soon  as  he  saw  htm,  "why  I  sent  for  thee 
kcc?  "  "  No,  sire,"  answered  Douban,  "  and  1  wait  till  your  majesrv-  pleases  to 
oxnct  mc*  "  1  have  ordered  thee  to  come,"  replied  the  king,  "  to  Free  myself 
fcm  fty  Eiures,  by  ukmg  thy  life." 

1:  »  mipossiblc  io  express  the  astonishment  of  Douban  at  hearing  the  sentence 
-i  lii!  death.  "  For  what  reason,  sire."  replied  he.  "  does  your  majesty  condemn 
BKtodeuh?  Uli.ll  crime  have  I  been  guilty  of?"  "  I  have  been  well  infonned." 
iMcd  ibe  king,  "thai  you  are  a  spy,  and  that  you  ha%-e  come  to  myctmrt  in  order 
UUkcau-ay  my  life  .  but  lo  prevent  th.ii,  I  will  fu^it  deprive  yoii  of  "yours.  Strike." 
iMol  he  to  an  ntfirer  who  was  by,  "  and  deliver  me  from  a  treacherous  wretch, 
v^bu  introduced  himself  here  only  to  assassinate  me." 

Al  hcxrinx  this,  ihc  physician  at  once  surmised  that  the  honours  and  riches 
•^•Ahad  oecn  heaped  upon  him  had  excited  some  enemies  against  him.  and 
^  tbc  king,  through  wcikness.  had  suffered  himself  to  be  guided  by  them : 
•wiashe  »rt<ng.  He  l>egan  to  repent  having  cured  him  :  but  that  feeling  came 
•••  Ulc.  ••  Is  it  thii4,~  be  cried,  "that  you  recompense  the  good  I  have  done 
I*?"  The-  kir..'.  l.iiwevrr,  paid  no  attention,  and  desired  the  officer,  a  second 
^^itoex'  Icrs.     The  phvsici.-in  had  then  recourse  to  pra>-ers,    "Ah, 

Jji^i'becjH  u  prolong  my  life,  God  will  prolong  yours;  do  not  kill  me, 

*MGwl  ibouki  Heat  jtou  after  the  same  manner." 
*Voo  KB,  then,"  said  the  nsberman,  breaking  off  the  story  in  this  place,  and 
himiclf  lo  tbe  genius,  '*  that  what  has  passed  between  the  Creek  king 


and  the  pliysiclan  Ooiiban  is  exactly  the  same  as  what  has  happened  between 
us." 

Tlie  Creek  king  howc\'er  (continued  he)  instead  of  regarding  the  entreaties  the 
physician  urged  in  conjuring  him,  in  the  name  of  Cod,  to  relent,  excLiimcd,  "  \*o, 
no,  you  niu^i  die,  or  yuu  will  take  nvvay  my  ht'c  in  a  still  more  concealed  manner 
than  you  have  cured  mc."  Douban  in  the  mciiniime,  b.ithcd  in  tears,  complained 
much  at  tinding  his  impoitant  scniccs  30  ill  requited,  and  at  last  prepared  for 
death.  The  €>)Ticcr  then  put  a  bandage  over  his  eyes,  tied  his  hands,  and  was 
going  to  driiw  his  scimitar.  The  cmirtJers,  howewr,  who  were  present,  felt  so 
much  fur  him,  that  they  entreatet]  the  king  to  panlon  him,  .issuring  his  niajest)' 
he  was  not  g>iilly,  and  that  they  would  answer  for  his  innocence.  But  the  King 
was  inilftsiblir,  and  ipoke  so  peremptorily,  that  they  dared  not  reply. 

The  physician  being  on  his  knees,  his  eyes  b^indagcd,  and  ready  to  receive  the 
stroke  that  was  to  icnninaie  his  existence,  once  more  addressed  the  king  ;  "  Since 
your  majesty,  sire.  «-ill  nut  revoke  the  order  for  my  death.  I  entreat  you  at  leas: 
to  give  me  leave  to  return  Itumc  tu  arnuige  my  funeral,  take  a  last  l:tre^vell  of  my 
Tamdy,  bestow  some  charily,  and  leave  my  books  to  those  who  wdl  know  how  to 
nuke  a  giwid  use  of  ihcm.  There  is  one  of  them  which  I  wish  to  make  a  present 
to  your  m.ijcsty.  It  is  a  very  rare  and  curious  work,  and  worthy  of  being  kept 
even  in  your  trcasurj"  with  the  greatest  cire."  '■  What  book  can  there  be,"  replied 
the  long,  *'  so  valuable  as  you  mention  ?  *'  "■  Sire,"  answered  the  iihysician.  "  it 
contains  things  of  the  most  curious  n.iiurc,  and  one  of  the  principal  is,  that  when 
my  head  shall  be  struck  off,  if  your  majesty  will  take  the  trouble  to  oiicn  the  book 
at  die  sixth  leaf,  and  read  the  third  line  on  the  left-hand  page,  my  head  will 
answer  every  uuestion  you  wish  to  ask.''  The  king  was  so  desirous  of  seeing 
such  a  wonderful  thing,  that  he  put  off  his  de.ith  till  the  next  day,  and  sent  him 
home  under  a  strong  guard. 

The  pliysician  then  arranged  alt  his  afTairs,  and  as  the  news  got  abroad  that  an 
unheard-of  prodigy  was  to  happen  after  his  execution,  the  viziers,  emirs,  ofhcers. 
of  the  guaiil,  in  short,  all  the  court,  tlocked  the  next  day  to  die  hall  of  audience 
to  witness  such  an  extraordinary  event. 

Douban  the  physiri.in  appe:ired  directly  after,  and  advanced  to  the  fool  of  the 
throne  tviih  a  very  large  volume  in  his  hand,  lie  then  pl.nced  it  on  a  vase,  and 
unfolded  the  cover  in  which  the  book  was  n  rapped ;  and  in  presenting  it,  he  thus 
iiddrcsscd  the  king:  "  If  it  be  your  pleasure,  sire,  receive  this  book;  .indassoon 
as  my  head  sh.!!!  be  struck  ofT,  order  one  of  your  oHicers  to  place  it  on  the  vase 
upon  the  cover  of  the  book.  As  soon  as  it  is  there,  the  blood  will  cease  to  flow: 
then  o[ien  llie  book,  and  my  head  shall  answer  all  your  ijuestions.  But,  sire,'* 
nddcd  l)otdj.»ii,  "  permit  me  once  more  10  implore  your  merfy .  Omsider,  1  bqc 
of  ynu  in  the  name  of  ('«od.  That  I  protest  to  yoai  I  .-un  innocent."  **  Thy  prjyers, 
answered  the  king,  ''arc  useless,  .ind  were  it  only  to  hear  thy  head  speik  after 
thy  death.  I  should  wi^h  for  thy  execution/  In  saying  this,  he  took  the  oook  from 
tlic  hands  of  the  physici;in,  and  ordered  Uie  officer  to  do  his  duty. 

The  head  was  so  adroidy  cut  otT  that  it  fell  into  the  vase,  and  it  had  hardly 
bccn  on  Ute  cover  an  instant  befi-'re  the  blood  sliippcd.  Then.  lo  the  astonishment 
of  the  king  und  all  the  sprctatonj,  il  opened  its  c\  es  and  s.iid,  '*  Will  your  majesty 
now  ijjien  the  book  ?"  The  king  did  50, and  tinding  that  tlie  first  leaf  stuck  to  the 
seronti,  he  put  his  finger  tn  his  moulh  and  moi^itnetl  it,  in  oidcr  lo  (uni  it  over 
more  easily.  He  went  on  doing  so  tdl  he  came  to  the  si\;h  leaf,  and  ot»*«»rs"ing 
nothing  wntlcn  upon  the  appointed  pncc.  "*  rhyaician."  said  he  10  the  head. "  there 
is  no  vniing."     "Turn  over,  then,  a  few  more  leaves,"  rephcd  the  head.     The 

king  continued  turning  them  over.  suU  pultini;  hij  tinge-  »■■..->«•  1.  -..  i.^ ni^ 

till  the  p<Hson  in  which  cich  leaf  h.id  been  dipped  \k  :  i.ci. 

The  nrincc  then  fcU  himself  suddenly  agitated  m  a  mc.^.     ,.-  ..t..;.iicr  ; 

his  sight  failed  bun,  and  he  felt  at  the  loot  of  the  throne  in  conrutsioiis. 


'IM  Hishry  of  tAe  Fisherman. 
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^K^^^•*  !»,*.  ..i,.^;-^;in  Douban,  or  rather  his  head,  saw  that  the  poison  had  taken 

efl'-  :  liad  only  a  ftw  minutes  to  live,  *■  Tyrant,"  lie  eMLliiiriicd, 

.....__  ,  ..uces  are  treated  who  abuse  iheir  pnwfr  and  s-icriticc  (lie 

enL     tiod  sooner  or  later  punishes  their  injustice  and  their  cruelly."     The 

had  DO  Mioner  repented  these  words  than  the  king  expired,  and  at  the  same 

nau  tbo  smaU  portion  of  life  that  remained  in  the  head  itaelf  was  wasted. 

••  Such,  sire,"  continued  Schehcraiadfr,  "was  the  end  of  the  Greek  king  and  the 
phjrsicun  Uuulun.     1  $haU  now  return  to  the  lislierniun  and  the  ^eniu:,." 

As  soon  as  the  ftshernun  had  finished  the  history  of  the  Greek  king  and  the 
pbysiciAH  [KHihnn,  he  applied  it  to  the  genius,  whom  he  stilt  kept  con^ncd  in  the 
kaab  "  If."  said  he. "  trie  Greek  king  had  pcrmiited  Douban  to  live,  God  would 
al».   '  ■  ■!  the  same  benefit  on  h:m:  but  he  rejected  the  humble  prayers 

of  ■  '  -od  tht-rcfcre  punishfd  him.    This.  O  genius,  is  the  case  with 

vtnii :-.  :  I  bccH  ablc  lo  mukc  you  rek-nt,  and  could  have  obtained  the 

n»our  i  I'Ou,  I  should  have  pitied  the  stale  in  whirh  yuu  now  are;  but 

iirt"-  >  <l  in  your  deierminaiion  to  kill  nie,  in  spile  of  the  ubligalioti 

f\r-  mc  fur  selling  ynu  .it  liberty,  I  ought  in  my  turn  lo  show  no 

-   M-iu  within  this  \'ase,  and  casting  yoti  into  the  sc.i,  1  shall 
w  "f  your  existence  Till  the  end  of  time.   This  is  the  re\xng(t 

yovi:  ht  me." 

Odcc  d"  "1  friend,"  replied  the  genius,  "  1  entreat  you  not  to  be 

p4iy  of  so  '  ■,    Rctncrober  that  revenge  is  not  a  part  of  virtue;  on  the 

ccttTxr  :hy  to  return  good  for  evil.  Do  nut,  then,  serve  me  as  Imma 

fcnneri:-  "And  how  was  that?"  asked  the  fisherman.    "Uyoii 

with  to  be  II  '  it,nnca  this  vase," answered  the  genius.    "Do  you  think 

that  I  ara  in  ir,  while  confmcd  in  tliis  narrow  prison, to  relate  stories.* 

Inll  tetl  v>  as  you  please  when  you  shall  iiave  let  nie  out.''    "  No, 

MtT  nkl  u«'_  ,  '*  1  will  nut  release  you  ;  it  b  better  for  tnc  to  cast  you 

MAeboltom  "I  liic^ca."    "One  word  more,  fisherman,"  cried  the  genius;  "I 
«9  teach  ymi  how  to  become  as  rich  .is  possible.*' 

Tbe  hope  of  brini;  m>  longer  in  want  at  once  disarmed  the  Hsherman.     "  t 

mid  Kiten  to  you,'*  he  criecT, "if  I  had  ihe  least  j^ound  lo  beliexe  \ou;  swear 

la  OK  by  tbe  prcit  name  of  God  thai  >-ou  will  faithfullv  observe  whiit  you  say, 

od  I  «lll  open  the  \.tsc.     I  do  not  believe  that  you  will  be  suRicicntly  bold  to 

vUue  sach  an  0.11I1."     The  genius  did  so,  and  the  tishcrman  imnicdialely  took 

•A  the  ctrvcring.     The  smolu;  inbtantly  issued  from  it,  and  the  tii^t  thing  the 

Itako  did  after  he  had  resumed  his  usual  form  was  to  kirk  ihc  v.ise  into  the  sea, 

■I  utioa  which  rather  nUrmcd  the  fishcnnan.     "  What  do  j-ou  mean,  O  genius, 

*7lb»?   Do  \oi;  n-it  intend  to  keep  the  ualli  you  have  taken  f  Or  must  1  address 

iv  ttfoe  n  II  which  the  physician  Douban  did  to  the  Greek  king: 

'Sifc  KM  I  .1  God  will  prT'long  your  days '}" 

the  fe«r  *»pu.i>»  d  by  him  made  the  genius  laugh.   '*  Be  of  good  hearL  fiahcr- 
•n.*  xaswcnd  he  ;  "  1  h.ivc  thrown  the  vase  into  the  sea  only  for  diversion  and 
■  •".  vheiher  )-ou  wonld  be  alarmed;  but  to  show  you  that  I  intend  to  keep  my 
'..  Like  your  t»et5  and  follow  me."  They  passed  by  tlic  city  and  vn-nt  uier  the 
^<**Bicv-  '  (led  into  a  rast  plain,  which  leil  them 

t**poad.  i 

1b*'   ■'  '■  .nnni-  iif  the  pond,  the  genius  said  to  the 

44bi.  ■!  catrh  fish."   The  fisherman  did  not  doubt  that 

kllb(«,..-w  .jfcv-  >  ■—■-^.\  quantity  in  the  pond ;  but  how  great  was 

b  ivprise  at  fin  'cnt  colours— while,  red,  blue,  and  yellow  \ 

fit tbew  hb  net.>  ■. ,,.-.      ..;.  .  ;ie  of  each  colour.    As  he  had  never  seen 

*]rnaiUr  la  tlicm,  be  couid  hanlly  cease  admiring  them;  and  judging  that  he 
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could  dispose  of  ihem  for  a  considerable  sum,  he  expressed  preat  joy,  "  Ca 
thcic  hsh  to  ibc  palarc,"  «iaid  the  genius,  "and  present  ihem  to  the  'sultan,  ar 
he  will  give  you  more  money  than  you  ever  handled  m  nil  your  hfc.  ^'ou  mi 
come  e\er>-  day  and  fish  in  this  pond,  but  beware  of  castin;;  your  nets  more  iha 
once  each  day:  if  you  act  othcrMisc,  sorac  evil  will  bef-ill  vou;  therefore  tal 
care.  This  is  my  advice,  and  if  you  follow  it  exactly  you  will  do  well."  Havir 
said  this,  he  struck  his  foot  against  the  ground,  which  opened,  and  having  sui 
into  it,  the  earth  closed  a&  before. 
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The  fisherman  resolved  to  observe  the  advice  and  jnstnictions  of  the  gcnft 
in  every  point,  and  take  care  ncrer  to  throw  his  nets  a  second  time.  He  w 
back  to  the  town  very  well  satisfied  with  his  success,  and  making  a  thousi 
reflections  on  his  adventure.  He  went  directly  and  presented  liis  fish  at  tl 
sulun's  jialacc. 

]  leave  it  to  >'our  majesty  to  iraaKinc  how  much  the  sultan  was  surprised  whi 
he  saw  the  four  lish  brougnt  him  by  the  fisherman.  He  took  them  one  b)'  o 
and  obscni-c<l  them  most  attentively;  and,  after  admiring  them  a  lonj;  lime, 
said  lo  his  fir^t  viiier,  "  Take  these  fish  and  carry  ihcm  to  that  excellent  co< 
which  Uie  Emperor  of  the  Greeks  sent  me.  I  think  they  must  be  equally  good 
they  are  beautiful'* 

The  viiier  took  them,  and  delivered  them  himself  into  the  hands  of  the  coe 
•'  Here  are  four  fish,™  said  he,"  which  liavc  been  presented  tothcsulUn;  he  col 
mands  you  to  dress  them."  He  then  rrtumed  to  the  sultan  his  master,  wl 
desired  him  to  give  the  fisherman  four  hundred  pieces  of  guld.  which  he  fait 
fully  executed.  The  fisherman,  who  was  never  before  in  possession  of  so  lar 
a  sum  of  monc>-  at  once,  could  not  conceal  his  joy,  and  tnought  it  all  a  drca 
He  soon,  however,  proved  it  to  be  a  rcaUty  by  the  good  purpose  to  which  1 
applied  Oic  gold  in  relieving  the  wants  of  bis  uunily. 

We  must  now,  sire  (continued  Schehenuadi),  give  some  account  of  what 
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lo  the  suUmn's  kitchen,  which  we  shall  find  in  great  confusion  and  diHScuUy.  As 
•oon  as  the  cook  had  cl&tned  the  Bsh  which  th«  vizier  had  brouehl,  she  put 
chcm  in  a  vessel,  with  some  oil,  o\'cr  the  fire  to  fry.  When  she  thought  they  were 
nfficicDtly  dune  on  one  side,  she  turned  them.  She  bad  hardly  done  so  when, 
wonderful  to  rclite,  tlie  wail  of  the  kitchen  appeared  to  separate,  and  a  beautiful 
ar  voun^' damsel  came  out  of  the  opcnint^.    She  was  dressed  in  a  satin 

ty.  iered  with  tlowen  after  the  ££>-piian  manner,  and  adorned  with 

cof-rui^s  and  a  necklace  of  large  pearls,  and  gold  bracelets  set  with  rubies  ;  she 
WId  a  rod  of  mnde  in  her  hand.  Approacliing  (h«  vessel^  to  the  ^nAl  utooish- 
toeot  oi  the  COOK.  wh<i  rem^tincd  motionless  at  the  sight,  and  striking  one  of  Uic 
fish  wrth  her  rvti.  she  said,  "  Fish,  fish,  art  thou  doing  thy  duty?"  The  fish 
inswcrinjt  not  a  wurd,  ihe  a^ain  repe-iicd  it,  when  tke  kiur  hsh  all  raised  them- 
idvcft  up,  and  wid  very  dislincdy,  "  Ves,  yes,  if  you  recton,  we  reckon  ;  if  you 
piy  your  de'^' -  "^-  T'  ■  ■■■  ours  ;  if  you  fly,  we  conquer  and  are  content."  As  soon 
n  thcjr  had  ■'  words,  the  damsel  overiumcd  the  vessel,  and  went  back 

timauxb  the  --ii  immediately  closed  up,  and  was  in  the  same  sute  as 

tcfare. 

Tliecoolc  whom  all  ihc&e  wonders  alarmed,  having  in  sonoc  measure  reccrvered 
frmtk  hcf  fright,  nxnt  to  take  up  the  hsh,  which  had  fallen  upon  the  hot  ashes  ; 
but  she  found  them  blickcr  and  more  burnt  than  the  coals  themselves,  and  not 
Stan  in  a  state  to  icnd  to  the  suttan.  At  this  she  was  yrvatly  distressed,  and 
hcjan  to  CTT  with  all  her  mi^hl.  "Alas!"said  she,  "  what  will  become  of  me  ? 
I  am  3'  I  rehite  ;o  the  sulun  what  I  have  seen,  that  he  will  not  believe 

nc      I  il  alsu  will  he  he  witli  me  '.'' 

AA3  in  this  distress,  the  grand  virier  entered,  and  asked  if  the  6sh 
w  The  cook  then  reLited  all  that  had  taken  place,  at  which,  a.s  we 

c.  .-pose,  he  was  much  astonished  ;  but  without  telling  the  sultan 

ji  ■,  he  invented  i-uinc  excuse  which  satisfied  him.     He  then  sent 

■  ),in  ;  to  whom,  when  he  was  conio,  he  said,  "  Bring  rae 

I  L-  you  brought  before,  for  an  accident  hits  happened  which 

II  ."....,  =i:r\'cd  up  lo  the  suliaru"     The  fisherman  did  not  tell  him 
:ius  h.id  litnctly  advised  him  to  do,  but  ple.idcfl  the  length  of  the  wa^ 

L4  ..  .  '   '■'•'■  not  bciii^  able  to  procure  any  more  that  day;  he  promisea, 

in-^-  ihcra  the  next  mommg. 

1  tic  r:    .-  .  in  order  10  be  in  time,  set  out  before  it  was  day,  and  went  to 

6k  (Kind     Me  threw  his  nets  and  drawing  them  out,  found  four  more  fish,  like 

A-.w  he  hid  t-iken  the  day  before,  each  of  a  dilTcrent  colour.     He  returned 

!   brought  them  to  the  grand  vixier  by  the  linic  he  had  promised. 

■  J'xtk  ihcm.  and  carried  them  into  the  kitchen,  where  he  shut  him- 

the  cook,  who  prepared  to  dress  them  before  him.     She  pu' 

.  i  she  had  done  the  others  on  the  preceding  day.    When  they 

i  un  one  side,  she  turned  them,  and  immediately  the  w.t]l  of  the 

rictl.  and  the  same  damsel  appeared,  with  her  mynlc  in  her  hand. 

:  ipi.n;!  hcd  tht  vf.sc!  in  which  the  fisQ  were,  and  striking  one  of  them,  ad- 

•u\  ■  111  it  she  had  before  done  ;  when  they  all,  raising  their 

.inswer.     The  damsel  overturned  the  vessel  with  her  rod 

■,  and  went  b.ick  through  the  opening  in  llie  wall  where 

.^v..      ...<.;  grand  viiicr  witnessed  .ill  that  p.issed.     "This  is  ver>* 

he  cried,  "and  too  cxtraordinarv-  to  be  kept  secret  from  (he  sultan's 

n,i  „  If  r.i  and  infumi  him  of  this  prodig)-."    He  immediately, thcre- 

r.  exact  lelation  of  all  that  had  passed. 

li  ,ist'jnishcd,and  became  very  anxious  to  sec  this  wonder. 

■  in  sent  for  'jic  fisherman.  "  Friend."  said  he  to  him,  when 

I   not  bring  mc  four  mure  fish  of  different  colours  ?"     "  If 

J)wriiujcat]r,''ansnvf<etl  the  fisherman,"  vtill  u^rant  mc  three  days,  I  con  promise 
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iniloso."  He  obtained  the  time  he  wished,  and  went  nfra'm,  for  the  third  timcto 
the  pond-  He  wns  noi  less  successful  than  before,  jnd  he  ctught  four  fish  of 
different  colours  the  first  limc  he  threw  his  nets.  He  neglected  not  to  carry  thtiu 
directly  to  the  suhan,  who  expressed  the  greater  pleasure  at  *iec'iiij;  ihcm,  as  he 
did  not  expect  thctn  so  &uon,  and  he  ordered  fuur  bumlrcd  pieces  of  money  to 
be  given  to  ihe  fisherman. 

As  soon  as  the  sulctn  had  got  the  63h,  he  had  them  taken  into  his  own  caUnet, 
together  with  the  different  things  thai  wore  ncccssar)-  to  dress  them.  Here  be 
shut  himself  up  with  the  grand  vliicr,  who  began  to  cook  them,  and  p«i  them  on 
the  fire  in  a  proper  vewcl.  A?  s(«>n  as  Ihey  were  done  on  one  side,  he  turned 
them  on  the  other.  The  wall  of  the  cabinet  immediately  opened:  but.  instead 
of  the  bciuiiful  damsel,  there  appeared  a  black,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  a  slave. 
This  black  was  vcr)-  large  and  gigantic,  and  held  a  large  green  rod  in  his  hjnd. 
He  adv.inced  to  the  vessel,  xcA  louchinj;  one  of  ihe  fisli  with  his  rod,  he  'Tied 
out  in  a  terrible  tunc.'*  Fish,  fisli,  ait  thou  doint;  thy  duty?''  At  these  wnrds  ihc 
fish  lifted  up  Iheir  he-ids  .and  answcral, ''  Ves,  yes,  wc  are  ;  if  you  reckon,  we 
reckon  ;  if  ynii  pay  your  debts,  wc  p-iy  ours ;  if  you  fly,  we  conquer  and  are  con- 
teoL"  The  fi«h  liad  scarcely  said  this  when  the' black  overturned  the  vessel  into 
the  middle  of  the  cabinet,  and  reduced  the  fish  to  the  state  of  cmdcrs.  Having 
done  so,  he  haughtily  retired  ihru-.igh  the  opening  of  die  wall,  which  instantly 
closed  and  .-ippcarrd  as  perfect  »s  lieforc. 

"  After  what  I  have  seen,"  said  the  sultan  to  his  grand  vizier,  "  It  is  in  vain  for 
me  to  tliink  of  remaining  at  ease.  It  is  certain  that  these  fisti  signify  something 
%-erj*  extraordinar)-,  which  I  wisli  to  discover."  He  sent  for  the  fisherman,  and 
when  he  arriv^^d.  he  said  to  him,  "The  fish  thou  hast  brought  me  have  caused 
me  great  uneaiiness;  where  dost  thou  catch  them?"  "I  caught  them,  sire," 
answered  he,  '■  in  a  pond  which  is  *,itu.ited  in  the  midst  of  four  sm.ill  hills,  beyond 
the  mountain  you  may  sec  from  hence."  "  Do  you  know  that  pond?'*  said  the 
sultan  to  the  vizier.  "  No,  sire,"  answered  he ;  "  I  have  never  e^.en  heanl  it  men- 
tioned, though  I  have  hunted  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mountain  and  beyond  it  near 
sixty  years."  The  sultan  ask«I  the  fnhemvin  about  what  drsiancc  the  pond  was 
from  the  palace;  he  replied  thai  it  was  not  more  than  three  hours' joumcy.  With 
this  assurance,  as  there  w.ns  still  time  to  arrive  there  before  night,  the  sultin 
ordered  his  whole  court  to  get  ready,  while  the  fisherman  served  as  a  guidt 

They  all  ascended  the  mountain,,  and  in  going  down  on  the  other  side,  they 
were  much  sur|)fiscd  by  the  appearance  of  a  large  plain,  which  no  one  had  ever 
before  remarked.  They  at  length  arrived  at  the  pond,  which  they  found  situated 
among  four  hills,  exacilv  as  the  fisherman  had  reported.  Its  water  was  so  trans- 
parent  that  they  rcmar)<ed  all  the  fish  to  be  of  the  same  colours  as  those  the 
nsherman  had  brought  to  the  |X-ilace. 

The  sultan  halted  on  the  side  of  the  pond,  and,  after  obser\-ing  the  fish  with 
vigns  of  great  admiration,  he  inquired  of  his  emirs  and  all  his  courtiers  (f  ii 
could  be  possible  lliat  they  had  never  seen  this  pond,  which  was  so  close  to  the 
city.  They  all  said  they  h.id  never  heard  it  even  mentioned.  "  Since  you  all 
agree,  then,""  said  he,  *'  that  you  have  never  heard  it  spoken  of,  and  since  I  am  not 
less  astonished  th.in  you  are  nl  this  novcIt>-.  I  am  resolved  not  to  return  to  my 
pal.»ce  till  I  have  discovered  for  what  reason  this  pond  is  now  placed  here,  and 
wh\-  there  are  fish  of  only  four  colours  in  it."  After  having  thus  spoken,  he 
oniercd  them  to  encimp  around  it ;  his  o«n  pavilion  and  the  tents  of  nis  imme- 
diate household  were  pitrhetl  on  the  Iwrdcri  of  the  pond. 

When  the  day  closed  the  siih.in  retired  to  his  p-ivilinn.and  enterc<i  into  fl  DON 
ticular  rnnvers-ition  with  hi=  viiier.  "  ^^y  mind,"  Mid  he.  *"  is  much  ■'■  ■  ■-'— t1  \ 
this  poud.  luddciilv  phiccd  here  ;  this  black,  who  appeared  to  ui  in  i  i : 

these  fish,  imi,  whom  wc  heard  «pe:ik  ;  all  this  so  much  eiicitci  my  ci ...at 

I  cannot  conquer  my  impatience  to  be  sjiti&fied.    It  Is  on  this  account  tlut  I  ara 
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ab*alutrh'  dfttemnnrd  to  exccoie  the  desi^  I  meditare.     I  shall  go  quite  alone 
from  my  cimp.  and  rrdcr  you  to  keep  my  departure  a  profound  secret.     Kcniain 
m  rr,.    -,..,i,r,.,     .f.l  -.iiu-n  mj"  cmiru  and  courtiers  present   themselves  at  the 
i<,  send  theoi  away,  and  i^y  [  have  a  sli^'ht  indiaj 
! .  J  -  n  .ilone.     You  will  also  contiitue  to  do  mj  every  day  titt' 
[«; 

I  nd  vuier  endeavoured,  b>'  many  arguments,  to  pur^nde  the  sultan  not 

ludtia^  be  intended,  lie  rupresenied  the  great  danger  to  which  hc  exposed  him- 
self, and  tlic  unnctcisary  trouble  and  difficulties  he  might  thus  encounter,  ami 
lUy  to  no  purpose.  All  his  eloquence,  however,  was  exhaustc<l  to  no  effect ; 
auhan  dtd  not  niter  his  resolution,  but  prepared  to  set  out.  He  put  on  a 
tlrrvi  for  walking  and  armed  himself  with  a  sabre;  and  as  soon  as  he 
ind  that  c^xrjtiun);  in  the  camp  was  quiet,  he  departed,  unaccompanied  by 

'  hrs  course  towards  one  of  the  snkall  hills,  which  he  a»rcnded  without 
m-jt :  '  .Icsccnt  on  the  other  side  was  still  easier.     He  then 

pure-'  1  till  the  sun  rose.    He  now  perceived,  in  the  distance 

brfcMc  nil  "11  111;;,  thi:  si^ht  of  which  filled  him  with  joy,  from  the  \\n\K% 

ii  being  ..  ■  some  inieUj^encc  of  what  he  wished  to  know.     WTipn  he 

r-Cimcnear.  i *;i;d  that  it  was  a  magnificent  palace,  or  rather  a  strony  castle, 

Uult  nith  polished  black  marble,  and  covered  with  fine  steel,  so  bright  that  it  was 
:aininiir  1 1-  'i  hici!  ulih  ti;!\-ing  so  soon  met  with  something  at  least  worthy 
^B  cuno»r.  :■:  the  fnint.  and  considered  it  with  much  atten* 

tioa  :  he'll  ',tiefolding-door*i,onc  of  winch  wasopciu  Though 

\  "ne  in,  he  ilionj^lit  it  better  loknock.   At  first  he  knocked  gently 

I- time,  bul  finding  no  one  appear,  he  thought  they  might  not  have 
id  ;  ht  liicieforu  knocked  a  second  time  much  louder ;  still  no  one  f.ime.  He 
bird  his  etToa^,  but  in  vain.  At  this  he  was  much  astonished,  as  he  could 
BDC  inuj^nc  that  a  castle  so  well  built  as  that  was  could  be  descried.  "  If  there 
fce  DO  person  there,"  said  ihc  sultan  to  himself,  "  I  have  nothing  to  fear  ;  and  if 
there  be  any  one.  1  have  arms  to  defend  myself  with." 

At  l.i«it  he  entered,  and  when  he  was  in  the  vestibule,  he  called  out,  "  Is  there 

f'  0  a  sirangcr.  who  is  in  want  of  refreshment  on  his  journej-  ?" 

I    three  limes  as  loud  as  he  could,  still  there  w.is  no  answer. 

ir.i'  1^  i-rd  his  .T^tonisbmcnt.    He  passed  on  to  a  vcr)-  spacious  court, 

tnii  i  II  sides,  he  rniild  nrt  discover  a  livmg  creature.   >le  then  entered, 

and  {*.!>, ini  iiiiough  some  large  halls,  the  carpels  of  which  were  of  silk,  the 

ctceiaea  and  sofcis  entirely  covered  witli  the  stuffs  uf  Mecca,  and  the  curtains 

,.hcf(itc  the  doors  of  the  richest  manufactures  of  India,  embroidered  with  gold  and 

tQtV.     He«ert  on,  .ind  came  toamost  wonderful  saloon,  in  llic  midst  of  which  , 

fcoT  wa*  a  large  resenoir,  with  a  lion  nf  massive  gold  at  each  corner.    Streams 

if  %3tvr  issiKd  from  the  mouths  of  the  four  lions,  and  in  failing  appeared  in 

beak  in  a  l1-"U'r-.i:.it  diamonds  and  i>earls,  which  formed  a  good  addition  to  a 

jfaoBcain  t!  from  the  middle  of  the  basin,  and  rose  almost  to  the  top  dL\ 

^%40n»e,  \-  imted  in  the  arabesque  st>'Ie. 

Vt  •  ounded  on  three  sides  by  a  garden,  which  was  embclhshed' 

•ei)  .  -T*,  ftmnuins,  gTo%'cs.  and  m:iny  other  beauties  ;  but  what* 

jRsdciu!  i:  n  more  enchanting  was  the  multitude  of  birds,  which  filledi 

Nb»Btr  •i^^  .:it  nolcs.  This  was  iheir  constant  habitation,  bccaubC  there! 

rely  nvcr  the  trees,  which  prevented  their  escape. 
d  walking  a  long  lime  from  one  npartmcnt  to  another,  where  ' 
1  ,ind  miignificent     Being  rather  fatigued,  he  ^al  down  in 
h  looktti  inm  the  garden.     Here  he  meditated  upton  all  he 
,  ^i  HI -j^  111  jri  sec,  and  was  reflecting  on  the  diflTcreni  objects,  when  sud- 
^icnJy  a  plaintive  voice,  accompanied  by  the  most  heartrending  cries,  stnick  his 
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ear.  He  listened  attentively,  and  distinctly  heard  these  melancholy  words:  "  O 
Fortune,  thou  hast  not  sutfcred  mc  long  to  enjoy  my  hnppy  lot,  but  hast  rendered 
mc  tlic  most  wretched  of  men  ;  cease,  I  entreat  thee,  thus  to  persecute  me,  and, 
by  a  speedy  death,  put  an  end  tu  my  ^utifcrings.  Alas !  is  it  possible  I  can  atUl 
cxi&t, after  alt  the  tuitnetits  1  have  suffered?" 

The  suUan,  much  affected  by  these  lamentable  complaints,  immcdialch'  jjot 
up  and  went  towards  the  spot  whcnre  ihcy  issued.  He  came  to  the  entrance  of 
a  large  hall ;  he  drew  ihe  doar-curtain  a&ide,  and  •saw  a  young  mun  seated  upon 
a  son  of  throne,  raided  a  litUe  from  the  ^-round.  He  appeared  nell  made,  and 
wai  very  richly  dressed,  but  deep  sorrow  was  impressed  on  his  countenance.  The 
sultan  approached  and  salmca  him.  The  youth  returned  tlie  comphmenr  by 
bending  tiis  head  very  low,  but  did  not  rise.  ■*  I  am  sure,  sir."  ?.aid  he  to  the 
sulL-in,  **  \  ought  to  ^et  up  to  receive  you  and  show  you  all  possible  respect,  but 
a  niO!.l  powL'rlui  reason  prevents  mc  :  you  will  not,  therefore,  I  trust,  lake  it  ill." 
"  1  feci  mviclf  hiyhly  honoured,  sir,""  replied  the  sultan,  "by  the  good  opinion  you 
express  ol  mc.  Whalevcr  may  be  your  motive  for  not  ristnjf,  1  willingly  receive 
your  apoloyie.'i.  Attracted  by  your  complaints,  and  inipetlcd  by  your  sufTcrtt!,;>. 
I  come  to  olTcr  you  my  assistance.  I  trust  I  sliall  Ik-  permitted  lo  alTunl  some 
consolation  to  you  in  your  miilortunes,  and  I  will  use  all  my  endeavours  to  do 
so.  I  Hatter  myself  you  will  not  object  to  relate  ihc  history' <if  yTtur  sorrows  lo 
roe.  Hut,  in  ibe  first  place,  1  beg  oi  you  to  inform  me  what  tliat  pnnd  whirh  is 
near  the  castle  means,  where  Uierc  arc  tish  of  four  diiferent  colours ;  how  also 
this  castle  came  here,  and  you  thus  tn  it  and  alone?" 

Instead  of  answcrmg  iJiese  questions,  the  young  man  began  to  weep  most  bit- 
terly. "  How  inconstant  is  Fortune  !  "  he  cried  ;  "  she  delights  in  crushing  tlio>c 
whom  she  has  elevated.  Who  cm  s;ty  ihey  have  ever  enjoyed  from  her  a  life  of 
calm  and  pure  happiness  ?  " 

The  sulun,  touched  with  compassion  at  his  utuaiion,  requested  liim  agun  to 
relate  the  cause  of  such  sorrotv.  "  Alts,  my  lord  '. "  answered  the  youth,  **  ran  I 
t»e  otherwise  than  attlicted,  or  can  ihe^c  eves  ever  cease  from  shedding  tears  ?"* 
At  these  words  he  lifted  up  hi>  robe,  and  the  sultan  perceived  he  wns  a  man  only 
to  his  waist,  and  that  from  thence  to  his  feet  he  was  changed  mtn  black  marble. 

You  may  easily  imagine  thai  the  sultan  was  much  surprised  when  he  -aw  ihe 
dcpUinible  state  of  the  young  man.  "  Wliiit  you  shew  nic/'said  he  to  him,  "  fills 
me  with  horror,  but  at  the  s-ime  linw;  rxf  ites  my  ruriositA-.  I  am  impatient  to 
learn  your  history,  which  must,  no  doubt,  Ijc  ver\'  singuLir  ;  and  I  am  pcrsu-idcd 
that  the  pond  and  the  fish  have  some  connection  with  it.  I  entreat  you.  there- 
fore, tn  relate  it ;  and  you  may  find  consolation  by  doing  so.  for  the  unhapf 
often  experience  some  relief  in  communicating  thch'  sorrows.''  "  I  will  nut  rcit 
you  this  satisf.ictiun,"  replied  the  young  roan, '*  although  I  cannot  impart  it  wit 
out  renewing  the  most  poignant  grief;  bot  1  must  forewarn  you  to  prepare  yc 
cars  and  your  mind,  nay,  even  your  eyes,  for  wliat  surpasses  all  conception.'' 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  YOUNG  KING  OF  THE  BLACK  ISLEi 


M  l-'.ST  first  inform  vou  (continued  he^  that  my  father,  who  was  call 
Mnhmoud,  was  the  (:mg  of  this  state.    It  is  the  bngdom  of  the  UIj 
l.-:c:-,  which  lakes  its  name  from  four  small  neighbouring  n^ountai 
■.liJl  were  formerly  i'>lands;  and  the  capital  where  my  fath«  reiit 
was  situated  on  the  stwi  mIiujIi  is  now  occupied  by  tt'at  pond.     ^ 
Hill  know  how  these  change^  tonk  place  as  1  proceed  Hjih  my  hisit 
The  king  my  falher  dte<l  at  the  age  nf  seventy  years.    I  had  no  su<>ntT  l.tt 
his  place  tiian  I  married,  and  the  person  whom  1  chose  to  partake  of  the  i< 
dignities  ntth  mc  was  my  cousin.    1  had  evcr>  reason  to  be  satisfied  wiUi  the 


of  affection  I  had  received  from  her,  and,  on  in>'  part,  I  tetumed  Ihcm 

equal  lendcmess.   (Jur  lmpp\-  union  continued  for  rive  years,  when  I  began 

perceive  that  the  (|iicen,  my  cousin,  no  longer  loved  me. 

Unc  djy  atttr  dinner,  when  she  was  gone  to  bathe,  1  felt  myself  inclined  to 

riecp,  and  llircw  myiclf  on  a  sofa  ;  two  of  her  women,  who  hapfwned  to  be  in 

the  room,  seated  themselves,  one  at  my  head  ami  the  other  at  my  feet,  to  fan 


tuLLuWB:*. 


■»,  It  wtll  fnr  the  pnrpn«#  of  rcfrwhinp  me,  as  to  keep  off  the  flies,  which  might 
*■■*  dhtaittcd  m)  shmiliers.  They  then,  supposing  me  a^ilccp,  began  in  talk 
•"ftft.  hot  I  had  only  rio&cd  my  eyes,  and  so  overheard  their  whole  conversation. 

*  li  it  twt  a  pttr,*'  said  one  of  them  to  the  other, "  that  ilic  queen  docs  not  love 
^  kiftj,  who  is  such  an  amiable  prince?"    "Surely  it  is,"  replied  the  other; 

•wl  I  caimot  conceive  why  she  goes  out  even*  night  and  leaves  him  :  docs  he 
■oT pen-five  ii  ?"  "  H'liv  should  he  perceive  it  ^  "  rcsutned  Ihtr  first ;  "she  mixes 
•  w»''  I.  the  juice  of  a  ccnain  herb,  which  makes  him  sleep  all 

•^  ■-  ii  she  has  time  to  go  wherever  she  likes  ;  and  when  at 

■*dt  Q*  lU)  slic  (cturns  to  him,  she  awakes  him  by  passing  a  particular  scent 
•icfhlllKMe." 

V*  may  judge,  mv  lord,  of  the  sitpri^e  which  this  discourse  occasionetl,  as 
^Mtho  senttmcnts  with  which  it  inspired  mc  ;  nevertheless  1  had  sufHctcnt 
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command  ovct  myself  lo  suppress  ray  emotions.   I  preicndtd  to  awake  without 
ba^inc  licaxd  Uie  convcriaiion. 

The  queen  returned  from  ihe  bath  ;  we  supped  lOfjether,  3nd  before  we  went 
ID  bed  she  prcscnicd  me  witb  a  cup  of  w.itcr,  which  it  was  usual  for  me  to  take; 
btit  instead  of  drinking  it.  I  approached  a  w:ndow  that  was  open,  and  threw  it 
oat  without  bcr  perceiving  me.  I  then  returned  the  cup  into  her  own  hands, 
that  she  ini^'ht  :iU|i[iosc  i  had  drunk  the  contents.  We  soun  retired  to  rest,  and 
■ihctrlly  after,  sup|xtsing  tliat  1  wu$  asleep,  although  I  was  nut,  she  got  up  with  so 
little  precaution,  th.it  she  Mid  aloud.  "Sleep,  and  maye^t  thou  never  walce  ruore," 
She  dresied  herself  ijuickly,  .ind  left  the  chamlicr. 

The  queen  had  no  sooner  quitted  me  than  I  got  up,  and  dressed  myself  as 
quickly  as  possible^  and  takin^^  my  scimitar,  I  followed  her  so  closetv,  that  I 
heard  her  footsteps  just  before  me,  when  reguUtin;;  my  steps  by  hers,  I  walked 
softly  for  fear  of  l>eing  heard.  She  passed  irirough  several  doors,  which  opened 
by  \irtuc  of  some  magic  words  sljc  prunounccd  ;  the  last  she  opened  was  that 
of  the  ;^.irdcn,  which  slie  entered.  1  slopped  at  this  dour,  Oiat  she  might  not  see 
mc,  wbdc  she  crossed  a  parterre ;  and  following  her  with  my  eyes,  as  well  as  the 
obscurity  of  the  night  would  jiermit,  I  remaiketl  th.it  she  went  into  a  little  wood, 
ihe  w-iIWs  «f  which  were  entloscd  hy  a  thick  hedge.  I  repaired  thither  by  anolher 
w.ay,  and  hiding  mvself  behind  the  hedge  of  one  of  the  paths,  I  perceived  that 
she  was  walkmg  with  a  man. 

I  did  not  fail  to  listen  attentively  to  tncir  discourse,  when  I  heard  what  follows : 
"  1  do  not  deserve,"  said  the  tjuecn  to  her  lover,  "  your  reproaches  for  my  want 
of  dihgencc  ;  you  well  know  the  reason  of  it ;  but  if  all  the  marks  of  love  which 
I  have  hitherto  given  you  are  nut  sufficient  to  persuade  you  of  mv  sincerity,  1  am 
ready  lo  give  you  still  more  con\'incing  proofs  of  it :  you  have  only  to  conimand  : 
you  know  my  power.  I  will,  if  you  wish  it,  bcrnre  the  sun  rises,  rhange  this 
great  city  and  this  beautiful  palace  into  frightful  ruins,  which  shall  be  inhabited 
onlv  by  wolves,  and  owls,  and  ravens.  Shall  I  transport  all  the  stones  with 
which  these  walls  are  so  strongly  built,  licvond  Mount  Caucasus,  and  farther 
than  the  boundaries  of  the  habitable  world)  Vou  ha\'e  only  to  speak,  and  aU 
this  plice  shall  be  transformed." 

As  the  queen  finished  this  speerh,  she  and  her  lover,  having  reached  the  end 
of  the  walk,  turned  to  enter  another,  and  p.i5scd  before  me :  I  h.id  already  drawn 
my  scimitar,  and  as  the  lover  was  next  [ne,  I  struck  liiui  on  the  ncrlc,  and  he  fell. 
1  believed  1  had  killed  him,  and  with  this  persuasion  I  retired  precipitately, 
without  discovering  myself  to  the  queen,  whom  I  wished  to  spare,  as  she  was  my 
cousin. 

Although  her  lover's  wound  was  mortal,  she  \-et  contrived  by  her  cnchantmcats 
to  presene  in  him  that  kind  of  existence  which  can  be  called  neither  dead  nor 
.Mive.  As  I  traversed  the  garden  to  return  to  the  palace,  I  heard  the  queen 
weeping  bitterly,  and  judging  of  her  grief  by  her  cries,  [  was  not  sorry  to  have 
left  him  alive.  When  I  reached  my  chamber,  I  went  again  to  bed,  and  feeling 
saiishcd  with  the  punishment  1  had  mtlictcd  on  the  wretch  who  had  offended 
mc,  1  fell  asleep.  K)n  wakmg  ilic  next  morning,  1  found  the  queen  by  mv  side  : 
J  cannot  say  whether  she  was  asleep  or  feigned  it,  but  I  got  up  without  disturb* 
inghcr.and  retired  to  my  closet,  where  I  tinished  dreeing:  I  afterwards  attended 
the  cuuncil ;  and  on  my  return,  the  queen,  dressed  in  mourning,  her  hair  dis- 
hevelled and  torn,  presented  berjiclf  oefore  me.  **  Sire."  s,iid  <4ie,  "  I  come  U> 
entreat  your  majesty  not  lo  Ik  displeased  .it  the  stale  in  which  you  now  see  mc. 
1  have  just  rercivrd  intelligence  of  three  events,  which  occasion  the  grief  t  io 
str«'ngly  feel,  Iwt  ran  ill  express."  "Wliat  arc  these  events,  iiia<i.im?"  1  mquired. 
"  The  dt.illi  of  the  (lueen,  my  beloved  mother,"  replied  she  ;  "  tliat  of  the  king 
my  father,  who  wss  killed  in  balllc 


and  also  of  my  brother,  who  fcU  down 


preapice. 


wsi» 


1  wvs  not  sorry  (hat  she  had  invented  this  pretext  to  conceni  the  trne  cause  of 
her  affliction,  ami  I  imagined  ihat  sh«  did  not  suspect  me  of  hiivJng  been  the 
nrnrderer  of  her  lover.  "  Mad-ini,"  said  I,  "  I  do  not  Wame  your  sorruw  ;  on  the 
coBlran-.  I  as&ore  you  (hat  I  am  not  insensible  to  the  cause.  1  should  be  much 
wrpri^td  if  you  tvcre  not  alTectcd  by  such  a  loss  ;  weep,  for  your  icirs  are  an 
DDOoatacd  proof  of  your  good  heart.  I  hope,  nevertheless,  that  time  and  reason 
■in  retitorr  lo  you  your  wonted  cheerfulness." 

ri  to  her  apartment,  where,  abandoning' herself  to  her  i^rief,  she  passed 
;i  .r  in  weeping  and  bevraihng  the  fate  of  her  lover.    At  the  expiration 

«f  it«ii  ttiac,  -ihc  requested  my  pennission  to  build  a  mausoleum  for  herself  in 
Ae  centre  of  the  palace,  where  she  said  she  wished  to  pass  the  remainder  of  her 
daj-s.  1  did  not  refuse  her,  and  she  erccied  a  magnificent  pitlare  with  a  dome, 
which  may  be  seen  fmm  hence,  and  she  called  it  the  Pal.ice  of  Tears. 

When  it  was  nniahed.  she  had  her  lover  removed  frcim  the  place  whither  she 
had  rransponed  him  on  the  night  I  wounded  him,  and  brought  to  this  mausaleitm. 
She  ha:d  till  that  pcnod  preserved  his  life  by  giving  him  certain  potions,  which 
she  administered  herself,  and  continued  to  give  him  daily  after  his  removal  to 
til-  "■'-■-  ',ff  Tears. 

ticlianlmenls.  however,  did  not  avail,  for  he  was  not  only  unable  to 
ud,  but  had  .tlso  lost  ihc  use  of  his  speech,  and  gave  no  signs  trf  life 
In  ■.!.■;.     Allliiriij^h  the  ijuccn  had  only  the  consolation  of  seeing  him  and 

•^  iiin  all  the  tender  thmgs  that  her  love  inspired,  yet  she  constantly  paid 

]  -.'^  \i»t3  every  day.     I  was  well  acquainted  with  this  cirrum^ance, 

1  ^ocd  to  be  i^orahi  of  it. 

airiosity,  I  went  one  day  to  the  Palace  of  Tears  to  know  what 
»  :  >n  of  the  princess,  and  concealing  myself  in  a  pan  where  I  could 

Me  Aiul  bear  m  hat  passc<l,  I  heard  lier  speak  in  this  manner  to  her  lover  :  "  How 
biner  the  affliction  to  mcto  sec  thee  in  this  state  1  I  feel  as  much  as  ihyself  the 
ifooles  tbr>u  cndurest ;  but,  dearest  life,  1  am  ever  speaking  to  thee,  and  yet  thou 
f^mnkcst  no  answer ;  how  long  will  tins  distressing  silence  continue  ?  Speak  hut 
once,  uid  1  will  be  satisfied.  Alas !  these  moments  that  I  pass  with  thee,  en- 
deaToariflS  to  mitigate  thy  suflTcrings,  arc  the  happiest  of  my  life.  I  cannot  exist 
WKKfbrrtn  thee,  and  I  sliould  willingly  prefer  tlic  pleasure  of  seeing  ihec  cott- 
iaouly  lo  tlic  empire  of  the  whole  universe." 

I^fi  .»  -  .-  -^^  which  was  fre<iurnily  interrupted  by  tears  and  sobs,  at  length 
edttu  rience.    I  could  no  longer  remain  in  concealment,  and  approach- j 

ll^br  ■* -lid  I,"  you  have  wept  enough;  it  is  now  lime  lo  have  done 

Mdl  s  lionours  us  both  :  you  forget  what  you  owe  to  me,  as  well 

m  ^Ak^:  ,  -  -       ,   ursclf."    '*  Sire,"  replied  she, "  if  you  still  reuin  anv  rt^rd 

far  SM.  I  entreat  yoo  to  leave  mc  to  my  sorrows,  which  time  can  neither  dimmish 

BV  fCllVVC 

I  etidcmvourcd.  but  in  ^Tiin,  to  bring  her  to  a  sense  of  her  duty;  apd  finding 
4ul  all  my  arguments  onlv  increased  her  obstinacy.  I  at  last  desisted  and  leu 
Wr.  She  continued  to  visit  her  lover  every  day,  and  for  two  years  she  was  in- 
OMUohhfe 

I  *  -  ■  rl  time  to  the  Palace  of  Tears  while  she  was  there.  I  hid  my- 
>tX  i  ->')  lirard  her  s,iy,  **  It  is  now  three  years  that  thou  hast  not 
^«Aoi  t^t  .  ."  i-t  thou  return  the  proofs  of  affection  and  fondness  which 
Byctxnpl.1  ichs  must  convince  tlice  I  feel:  is  it  from  insensibility  or 

*«dj  -  • » tomb,  de!(iroycd  that  excess  of  tenderness  which  he  txire 

W'  d  for  ever  those  dear  eyes,  which  beamed  with  lo%*e,  and 

*>tfcc«  jii  ■■:?     Ah.  no!  I  cannot  think  it:  rather  let  me  say  thou  art 

Wane  tht  '   the  rarest  trc-isure  the  world  ever  saw" 

laraw  lu ,  lord,  ihai  I  was  enraged  at  these  nords;  for  in  truth  this 


Rewind  lo\cr,  this  adored  mortal,  was  not  at  all  what  you  would  imagine.    Ho 
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was  a  black  Indian,  one  of  the  original  inhabitants  of  this  counir\-.  I  was,  as  I 
have  said,  so  enraged  at  this  speech,  that  I  suddenly  showed  myself,  and  address- 
ing myself  in  a  similar  manner  to  the  tomb,  I  said,  "  Why  dost  thou  not,  O  tomb, 
swillow  up  this  monster,  who  is  e^-en  di^usting  to  human  nature?  or  rather, 
why  dost  thou  not  consume  both  the  lover  and  the  mistress  ? " 

I  had  hardly  linished  these  words,  when  the  queen,  whu  was  seated  near  the 
black,  stoned  up  like  a  fury.  "Ah,  wretch  \ "  said  she  tu  me,  "  it  is  iliuu  who 
hast  been  the  cause  of  my  grief;  think  not  that  I  am  ignumnt  of  it.  I  have 
already  dissembled  loo  long.  It  was  thy  liarbarous  hand  which  reduced  the 
object  of  my  affectinn  to  the  miserable  state  he  now  is  in;  and  hast  thou  the 
cruelty  to  ciime  and  insult  my  despair?"  "  Vcs,"  crieil  I,  interrupimg  her,  and 
transported  with  anj;cr, "  I  have  chastised  the  monster  as  he  descr^'cd,  and  1 
oup-ht  to  treat  ihce  in  the  same  manner.  I  repent  not  havinii  already  done  it, 
for  thou  hast  too  long  abused  my  goodness."  In  saying  tiiis.  1  drew  my  scimitar, 
and  raised  my  ann  tu  punish  her.  "  Moderate  tliy  ra^e,"  said  she  to  mc,  with  a 
dt><la:nful  smile,  and  regarding  my  motions  with  ii  tranquil  air,  and  .^>  it"-  ~~i"ie 
infant  she  pfr>nouncctt  some  words  which  I  did  not  understand,  ami 
virtue  of  my  cn'liantments,  I  command  iliee  from  this  moment  to  !■ 
marble  and  half  man."  Immediately,  my  lord,  1  was  changed  to  what  you 
me— already  dead  amcng  the  hving,  and  living  among  the  dead. 

As  soon  as  this  cruel  enchantress,  for  she  is  unworthy  of  bearing  the  title 
queen,  had  thus  transformed  me,  and  by  means  of  her  in:tgic  had  convc)'ed  me 
to  this  apariiiicnt,  she  dcstroyeil  my  capita),  which  w  j:»  botli  lluurishing  and  well 
inhabited;  she  annihilated  the  palaces,  public  places,  and  markets;  turned  Uic 
whole  place  into  a  lake  or  pond,  and  rcnderefl  the  country,  as  ymi  may  i>eri:oi 
uuiic  a  desert.  The  four  sorts  of  lish  which  are  in  the  pond  are  four  dilTcre 
classes  of  inhabitants  who  professed  different  religions,  and  inhabited  thccajiitatJ 
The  while  wcrv  Mu»ulman>i;  llie  red,  Fersians,  who  worship  (ire;  the  blue, 
Christians:  ai.d  llie  ycUow,  Jews.  The  four  little  hills  were  four  islands,  when 
the  name  of  the  kin^idum  i>riginaled.  I  was  informed  of  all  this  by  the  ciich 
res5,  who  herself  related  the  eflccts  of  her  rage.  Nor  w.is  even  ihis  all ;  ^he 
not  conhnc  her  ftiry  to  ttie  destruction  of  my  empire  and  to  my  enchantment,  {\ 
she  comes  every  day  and  gives  inc  a  hundred  blows  with  a  thong,  made  of 
bull's  hide,  upon  my  shoulders,  from  whence  she  draws  blood  at  every  stroke. 
As  soon  as  she  has  finished  this  punishment,  she  covers  roc  with  a  thick  si 
made  of  goats'  hair,  and  puis  a  robe  of  rich  brocade  over  it,  not  for  the  sake 
honouring  but  of  mocking  me.-  In  saying  this,  tlic  young  King  of  the  Black  U! 
could  not  refrain  from  tears;  and  the  sultan's  heart  ua-i  so  oppressed,  he 
not  offer  him  any  consobtion.  The  young  king  then,  liftmg  up  his  eyes  lowa: 
heaven,  exclaimed,  *'  1  submit,  O  powcrlul  Creator  of  all  dimgs,  to  Thy  jui 
ments  and  to  the  decrees  of  Thy  Providence.  Smce  it  is  Thy  pleasure,  _ 
patiently  endure  every  evil ;  yet  1  trust  Thy  infinite  goodness  will  one  day  re^ 
compcnse  me." 

■•  inform  me,"  cried  Ihe  sulUn,  affected  by  the  recital  of  so  strange  a  story,  and 
eaeer  to  avcuyc  such  injuries,  "  infi-rm  me  where  this  perfidious  enclianiress  re- 
ndcs,  and  where  also  is  this  infamous  paramour,  whom  she  has  entomljctl  before 
his  death  ?"  "  My  lord,"  answered  the  prince,  "  he,  as  I  have  before  mentioned, 
is  at  the  l*al.irc  of  Tears,  In  a  kmib  formed  like  a  dome ;  and  this  palace  has  a 
communication  with  the  castle  un  the  side  luwards  the  cntraacc,  1  cannot  ex- 
actly tell  you  to  what  spot  ihc  enrhantioss  has  retin-d  ;  Inil  she  visits  her  lovrr 
ever)'  day  at  simrisc,  after  having  inflicted  on  mc  ihe  sanguinary  punishment  1 
related,  and  you  may  easily  judge  that  1  cannot  defend  myself  fioin  •-'■■  I'  "-.-it 
cruelty.  She  aI»Tiys  brings  with  her  a  sort  of  liquor,  which  Is  the  on  . 
Is  aWc  lo  kcci)  liini  alive ;  and  she  never  ceases  to  complain  of  the  s.; 
he  has  invariably  kept  since  he  was  wounded." 


sof! 
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"No  one,  prince,*"  replied  Ihe  sultan,  "deserves  greater  commi&cradon  than 
youzsctf,  nor  can  any  one  be  more  sensible  of  your  ratsfortune  tlum  I  ain.  A  more 
ttiraorill!!  iry  fate  can  never  ha%c  happened  to  any ;  and  they  who  may  hereafter 
t  ir  bisiorv'  will  be  able  to  rdatc  an  event  ihc  most  siirpriimn  of  any 

h'  irdcd.    One  thing  only  is  wanting  to  complete  it,  and  this  is  for  you 

iv  .-d  ;  nor  will  1  leave  anything  uniried  to  accomplish  it."    The  sultan 

k<-  informed  the  prince  who  he  was,  and  the  reason  of  his  entering  the 

cuiJc,  co&iulicd  with  bim  on  the  best  means  of  affording  him  a  just  revenge,  and 
a  pUn  cxrcurred  to  the  sultan,  which  he  directly  communicated.  They  then 
agreed  upon  the  slep^  it  was  netes^ary  to  lake  in  order  to  insure  success,  and 
tbcy  deferted  the  execution  of  the  plan  till  llie  following  day.  In  l!ie  uiciintinie, 
u  tte  night  WAS  far  advanced,  the  stiltan  took  some  repose.  The  young  prince, 
ai  MMnl,  passed  his  tune  in  continual  watchfulness,  for  he  was  unable  to  slcr p 
SAce  his  enchantment :  the  hopes,  however  slight,  which  he  cherished  of  being 
sooo  relte\ed  from  his  sulferings,  constantly  occupied  his  thoughts. 
The  sultan  rose  as  soon  as  it  was  day  ;  and  having  concealed  his  robe  and  ex- 
drru,  which  might  encumber  him,  he  went  10  the  I'.ilace  of  Tears.  He 
I  it  lUuminaied  by  a  muUiiutlc  of  torches  of  white  wax  ;  and  a  delicious  pcr- 
tMoiog  from  various  beautiful  golden  vases,  nrgularly  arranged,  struck  hJs 
%.  As  soon  as  he  perceived  the  bed  on  which  tlie  black  was  laid,  he  drew 
bb  sabre, and  destroyed,  without  resistance,  the  little  remains  of  life  in  Uiis  HTCtch. 
He  then  dragged  the  body  into  the  court  of  the  castle,  and  threw  it  into  a  well 
R«rtaK  done  this,  he  returned,  -ind  lay  down  in  the  black's  place,  hiding  his  sabre 
WHier  the  co\-ering,  and  remained  there  in  order  to  complete  what  he  projected. 
Tbe  enchantress  arrived  soon  aficr  :  her  first  business  was  to  go  into  the  apan- 
nenc  where  the  King  of  the  Ulack  Isles,  her  husband,  was.  She  directly  stripped 
kiiBp  aiMl,with  unexampled  barbarity,  bcg.'m  to  indict  upon  hi$  shoulders  ihc  ac- 
anoconwd  number  of  blows.  The  poor  prince  filled  the  whole  building  with  his 
<fie««  11  :e<l  her  in  the  most  pathetic  manner  10  have  pitv  on  him  :  the 

wretch  ceased  not  to  beat  him  till  she  h.-id  complctecf  the  hundred. 

•Tboo  ti.»as:  no  compassion  on  my  Io\-cr,"  said  she,  "expect,  therefore,  none  from 
tae.'*    As  toon  as  she  had  hnishcd,  she  threw  tbe  coarse  garment  made  of  goai- 
iba  over  him,  and  then  the  robe  of  brocade.    She  next  went  to  the  Palace  of 
Tcan,  aiMl,  on  entering,  began  to  renew  her  lamentations.  When  she  appro.^chcd 
the  couch,  where  she  thought  her  lover  almiys  reiiiiiincd,  she  exclaimed,  "  What 
Qustt^  fo  have  dius  destroyed  the  tranquil  joy  of  so  tender  and  fond  a  mistress 
»  t  am  I     Cruel  prince,  ihou  reprojichesi  mc  with  being  inhuman  when  I  make 
Ikee  fcel  tlie  effects  of  my  resenunent,  and  h.is  not  thy  barbarity  fnr  exceeded  my 
iwen^.'    Hast  thou  not,  traitor,  in  destroying  almost  the  existence  of  so  adorable 
tt  obyeci.  equally  destroyed  mine  }    Alas  !  "  added  she,  addressing  herself  to  tlie 
■daa,  M-bom  she  took  for  ihe  black,  *'  wih  thou  al«-a)-s,  light  of  my  hfe,  preicn-c 
thttiilet^ce?    Art  thou  re&oh-cd  to  let  me  die  without  the  consolation  of  hearing 
Ace  again  declare  that  thou  lovest  mcr    Utter  at  least  one  word,  I  conjure  thee." 
TWc  asltan  then,  pretending  to  awake  from  a  profound  sleep,  and  imitating  the 
banafe  o^  the  hhirks,  answered  the  queen  in  a  solemn  tone.     "  Tliere  is  no 
ni|M  or  p>  H  ('Od  alone,  who  is  all-powerful."    At  these  words  the  en- 

danttcK.  ■■  '-y  were  unexpe^itcd,  gave  a  violent  scream  through  excess 

<(^.  ''M)iii:.!r  11  ■cil,"  she  exclaimed,  "do  you  deceive  me?  is  what  1  hear  true? 
U  It  ralljr  you  who  Hpcak  ?  '*  ■*  Wretched  woman,"  replied  (he  sultan, "  art  thou 
•ortby«  :^*i  — ..-'•■  What!"  cned  the  queen, "dost  thou  reproach  mc?" 
""fte  me'-  'he  groans  of  thy  husband  "  answered  the  supposed  black, 

''*W«a)x>u  v.^.;  ■-...  l>cat  with  so  much  indignity  and  barbarity,  continually  prc- 
'W  wy  rest ;  I  should  have  licen  cured  long  since,  and  recovered  the  use  of  my 
*>^:«e,  if  70D  had  diienchanted  him.  This,  and  this  only,  is  the  cause  of  my 
Aao^and  of  which  you  so  continually  complain."    "Well,  then/'  said  the  en* 


''^'"-         -  — 


chantresSf  "lo  satisfy  you,  I  am  ready  to  do  what  you  command  :  do  you  wish 
him  to  rc-as3iunc  his  first  Comi?"  "  Yes,"  replied  thcsuttan;  ""and  has'tenioset 
bim  ficc,  that  I  may  no  longer  be  disturbed  by  his  cries." 

The  queen  immcuiaicty  went  out  frum  the  f'alacc  uf  Tears ;  and  taking  a  vessel 
of  water,  Mie  prunuiinccd  over  it  some  word's,  which  caused  it  instantly  to  boil, 
a*  if  it  had  been  placed  on  a  fire.  She  proceeded  to  the  apartment  where  the 
voun^  kin^'  her  Imalxind  was.  "  If  the  Creator  of  all  tilings, '  ^laid  she,  throwing 
ihc  water  u»  cr  him,  "  hath  formed  thee  as  thou  an.  or  if  He  is  a»j;r>'  with  thee,  do 
not  change  ;  but  if  thou  art  in  that  slate  by  virtue  of  niy  enchantment,  rc-ii>^ume 
thy  natural  form,  and  become  the  same  as  befure."  .She  hi'  i  -  "  included, 
when  tlie  prinrc,  recovering  his  rirst  shape,  rose  up,  with  :■  juj,  ;md 

rclunietl  ih.tnlts  to  tied.     **  tio,"  said  the  enchantress,  addn-^^.^,.  i..ni,  "hasten 
fn.im  this  castle,  and  never  return,  lest  it  sliould  cost  ihce  thy  life'    The  youn 
Juiij;  yielded  to  necessiiy,  and  led  Uic  queen  without  replymg  a  word.     He  co; 
cealed  himself  in  some  secure  spot,  where  he  imjmlitnti)  aw-a,i:cd  the  comptctii 
of  llie  sultan's  design,  Ute  cuiniiicncement  of  which  h.id  been  so  successful. 

The  enchantress  tlien  returned  lo  the  Palace  of  Tear»,  and  on  entering,  said 
to  him  whom  slie  supp<f3ed  to  be  the  black,  "  I  h-ivc  done,  my  love,  wl'.u  -.ou 
ordered  me  ;  nothing,  therefore,  now  prcvcnis  your  getting  up,  and  atV 
tlie  utt&faccion  I  h.ivc  so  long  been  deprived  of."  The  sulbm,  6till  iin. 
bnyuage  of  the  blacks,  answered  in  rather  a  sharp  tone,  "  What  you  Iiavc  jet 
dune  is  not  sufficient  for  my  cure.  Vou  have  destroyed  only  a  part  of  the  evil, 
but  VL^u  must  strike  al  ilie  rooL"  *'  What  do  you  mean  by  the  root,  my  ami:iblc 
black  ? ''  answered  she.  "  What  can  1  mean,'*  he  cncd,  "  but  the  cnr>'  and  its  m- 
habitants,  and  the  four  isles,  which  yuu  have  destroyed  by  your  maRtc  ?  Ever\* 
day  towards  midnight  the  tish  constantly  raise  their  heads  out  of  the  pond,  and 
call  for  vcngcancu  agait)>t  u>  both.  Tltis  is  the  real  cause  of  the  dday  of  my 
recovery',  (io  fjuickly  and  rc-c&tablish  everything  in  its  former  stale,  and  on  thy 
return  1  will  give  you  my  hand,  and  you  iliall  a&sist  me  in  nsing.'* 

The  queen,  exulting  in  the  cxpecution^  tliese  wordi  produced,  io>'fully  ex- 
claimed, "  Vou  shall  soon,  then,  my  life,  recover  your  heaJdi,  for  I  will  instantly 
go  and  do  what  you  have  commanded."  She  went  the  very  next  moment,  and 
when  «he  arn%ed  on  ilie  border  of  tltc  pond,  she  took  a  httle  water  in  her  hand, 
scattered  it  al>out.  She  had  no  sooner  dune  so,  and  pronounced  certain 
rurd-b  over  the  tish  and  the  pond,  than  the  city  instantly  appeared.     The  fish 

tcame  men,  women,  and  children — .Vl.ihumeians,  Chrisllins,  Persians,  and 
lews,  freemen  or  slaves;  in  sliort,  each  tr>ok  his  form  natural.     Tlie  houses  nod 

lops  became  filled  with  inhabiLints,  who  found  everytliing  in  the  same  situ;i* 

in  and  order  in  which  they  were  previous  to  the  change.  Tlie  <irTi-er<  .Ttid 
attendants  of  the  &ullan,  who  were  ver)-  numerous,  and  who  were   '  ! 

directly  where  the  great  place  or  square  luippcncd  to  he,  wvni  asmni^Ii 
ing  themselves  on  a  sudcicn  in  the  midst  of  a  large,  well-buili,  and  iiilubucJ  c.:>. 

But  to  return  to  tlie  enchantress.    As  soon  as  she  liad  completed  this  change, 

she  li.    '    '    '  '■-.'  k  lo  tlic  Palace  of  Tears,  to  enjoy  the  reward  of  her  Ubf<urs- 

'■  M)  "-he  fried  uneuicring, "I  am  returned  to  participate  in  the  pica- 

?    ■'  '  "  mrwcd  health,  for  I  ha%e  done  all  you  have  rctiuired  of  me:  ;iri^e. 

i'-  y<«ir  hand."     "  Come  nc.ir,  ihcn,"^  said  the  sultan,  stdl  imifjim;:  ihi.- 

ii .-L  ^;  :he  blacks.   She  did  so.  *' Nearer  siill,"  he  cried.   She  obe>*cd.   Then 

faUing  himself  up,  be  seiccd  her  so  suddenly  by  the  anns.  tliat  she  had  no  oppor- 
tunity of  rccogniring  wlio  it  was;  and  with  one  stroke  of  his  a.ibrc  lie  smote  her 
In  twain,  llic  pieces  falling  on  each  side  of  him.  Havmg  done  this.,  he  Icli  the 
carca>c  mlhe  iome  place,  and  went  t.i  seek  for  the  Prince  of  the  UlacU  Isles,  who 
waited  with  tlic  };rc.itest  inipvili'  i. 

"Rejoice,  prince,"  said  hc,ei  .   iiim,''you  have  notbittg  more  to  fcar^ 

for  your  cruel  enemy  no  longer  ousta.' 
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Tht  jroung  pnoce  thanked  the  sultan  in  a  way  which  proved  that  his  heart  was 
tnly  penetrated  willi  ^mlitude;  and  as  a  reward  for  the  important  ser\-icc  he 
had  raftdered  him,  he  wished  him  a  lung  life  and  the  greatesl  prosperiiy.  "  May 
pa  loo  lire  happily  and  .it  pence  in  your  capii.il,"  replied  the  sulLin  to  him; 
■aad  should  you  hereafter  Iiavc  a  wish  to  visit  mine,  which  ii  so  near,  1  shall 
ncare  jrou  with  ihi;  truest  pleasure,  and  you  shall  he  as  hi{;hly  honoured  and 
mpeoed  as  in  your  own."  "  ronxrful  monarch,"  answered  the  prince, "  to  n-hom 
I  un  »ci  niuf  li  inilclMcd,  do  you  think  you  arc  very  near  t-our  capital  ? "  "  Cer- 
tlia^,'  I'l  suJtan,  "  i  think  so— at  Icasl.ihat  I  am  not  more  than  four  or 

SwaocK.'  \."    "  It  is  a  whole  vear's  journey,"  added  the  prince, "' although 

I  bdicv«  ™i  tnighl  come  here  in  the  time  \ou  mention,  because  initie  was  en- 
ckmted  ;  out  since  tl  is  no  lunger  so,  things  are  changed.  This,  however,  shall 
BOt  prvveni  my  followm^  yuu.  were  it  neccssiry  to  go  to  the  very-  extremity  ol 
dK  tartlL  You  are  my  l)l>rrator ;  and  to  show  you  every  mark  of  my  gratitude 
nloac  as  X  live,  1  shall  £rcciy  accompany  you,  and  resign  my  kingdom  uiUiout 


"« 


tultan  was  extremely  surprisefl  to  fmd  that  he  n-a<i  so  distant  from  his 
"fciiinifini,  and  could  not  comprehend  how  it  happened  ;  but  ihc  youn^  King  of 
teBbck  Islci  convinced  him  ^o  fully  of  the  possibility,  that  he  no  longer  doubted 
It.  '  It  «uittT5  nttt.  then."  resumed  the  sultan  :  "  the  trouble  of  returning  tu  my 
^■ngucMu  will  lie  MjfllLicnlly  rccomiiensed  by  the  satisfaction  arising  fnmi  havin>; 
■■■ed  yoa,  and  frum  having  .ictiuirrd  a  son  in  you  ;  for,  as  you  will  do  mc  the 
■•■aioa'''"''  r.  ■' ■  <\-'  !  sliiill  liHik  upim  you  as  such  ;  and  having  no  chddren 
''a^awn,  I  leni  m.ike  you  liiy  heir  and  successor.''    This  inter- 

"»betwn-  .-,  .1  the  Kin^'  of  the  Ulack  Isles  w.is  icrniin.ited  by  the 

■■4«&cti  r.tces,  after  which  the  young  prince  pieparcd  for  his  journey. 

[*wmwec>-  ready  to  depart, gre*iliy  regretted  by  his  court  and  subjects, 

"vvftccnrrd.  trom  his  bands  a  near  relation  of  bis  as  their  king. 


At  length  the  sultan  and  the  prince  set  out  with  n  hundred  ciuncis  laden  wit 

inestimable  tichc^,  which  )iad  ln'cn  sclcricd  from  the  treasury  of  the  young  kmj{, 
wlto  w.T.>  accompanied  by  lifty  handsome  nublcs.  wcH  muuiilcd  atul  cqitip|>cd. 
Their  journey  was  a  pleasant  one  -,  and  when  the  suluin.  who  hud  dispatched 
couriers  to  g-ivc  notice  of  his  arrival,  and  relate  the  reason  of  his  delay,  diew  near 
to  his  capiul,  the  principal  ohiccrs,  whom  he  had  left  there,  catne  to  receive  hi 
and  to  assure  him  that  his  long  absence  had  not  occasioned  any  change  in  hi 
empire.  The  inhabitants,  also,  crowded  to  meet  him.  and  wclcnme  him  with 
acclamations  and  every  dctnonstration  of  joy.  which  tasted  for  se%'crat  dayi. 

The  day  after  his  arrival,  the  sultan  assembled  his  courtier*,  and  j^'avc  the 
an  ample  dcl.iil  nf  the  occurrences  which,  cnntrary  tohis  wishes,  had  dtlaved  hi 
return :  he  then  declared  to  thmn  his  intention  of  adopting  the  King  of  the  fo 
Black  Isles,  who  had  left  a  largo  kin^ora  to  accompany  and  live  u-ith  him  ;  an 
at  last,  to  reward  ihc  lidehty  with  which  they  sen'ed  him,  he  bestowed  preseo' 
on  all,  according;  to  their  rank  and  station. 

With  regard  to  the  (ishcrman,  as  he  had  been  the  first  cause  of  the 
deliverance  of  the  vouny  prince,  the  sulun  overwhelmed  him  with  re- 
wards, and  made  iiiui  and  his  family  happy  and  comfortable  far 
rest  of  their  days. 


THE   HISTORY  OF  THE  THREE   CALENDERS,  SONS 
OF  KINGS,  AND  OF  FIVE  LADIES  OF  HAC.DAD. 

[UKING  the  reign  of  the  Caliph  Harotin  Alraschid  there  lived  at  Bag> 
dad  a  porter,  who,  notwithstanding  his  low  and  laborious  - 
was  nevertheless  a  man  of  wit  and  humour.     One  mon  i 

he  was  standing  with  a  larjic  basket  before  him,  in  a  plavf  v«  Ik-tv 
usually  waited  for  employment,  a  youns  lady  nf  a  fine  figure,  covci 
with  a  lar^  mustin  veil,  came  tip  to  hitr.  and  said  with  a  pleastn 
air."  Porter,  take  up  your  basket  and  follow  rac."  Tlie  porter,  de- 
lighted with  these  few  words,  pronounced  in  so  agreeable  a  manner, 
put  It  on  his  head,  and  went  after  the  lady,  sajing,  "Oh,  bappy  day  I 
Oh.  happy  mcetinj;  '. " 

The  lady  stopped  at  a  closed  door,  and  knocked.    A  vcncrabi 
Christian  with  a  luni;  white  beard  opened  it,  and  '•he  put  some  mon 
into  his  hands  without  saying  a  Mnjjle  wur«l ;  but  the  L"hns([.in,  who  knew  what 
she  wanted,  went  in.  and  shortly  after  brought  out  a  large  jar  of  excellent  wine. 
**Take  this  jar,"  said  the  lady  to  the  porter,  "and  put  it  in  the  basket."    T  " 
being  done,  she  desired   him  to  follow  her.  and  walked  on  ;   the  porter  stil 
csclaiminp,  "  Oh,  day  of  happiness  I     Oh,  day  of  agreeable  surjirisc  and  joy  ! " 

'Hie  Lady  slopped  at  the  shop  of  a  seller  of  fnnts  and  tlawcrs,  where  she  cf 
various  sorts  of  apples,  apricots,  peaches,  lemons,  citrons,  oranges,  myrtles,  y 
basil,  hiics,  jessamtnc,  and  some  other  swcci-scentcd  flowers  .ind  plants.     Sh 
told  the  porter  to  put  all  those  thinRs  in  his  bnskei  .and  follow  her.     Passing 
a  butcher's  shop,  she  ordered  five  and  twenty  pounds  of  his  hncst  meat  to  be 
weijfhed,  which  was  abo  pot  into  the  pfjrter"?  Uiskei. 

At  another  shop  she  bought  some  capers,  tarragon,  small  cucumbers,  panley, 
and  other  herbs,  pickled  in  vinegar  ;  a?  another,  some  pistachios,  walnuts,  hucl* 
nuts,  almonds,  kernels  of  the  pine,  and  other  similar  fruits  :  at  a  third  she  pur- 
chased all  sons  of  almond  patties.  The  porter,  m  putting  all  tbcie  things  mio 
his  baiikct,  which  began  to  nil  it,  said.  "  .My  good  lady,  voo  ihould  have  tokl  rac 
that  you  intended  buying  so  many  things,  and  I  would  have  provided  a  hone. 
or  rather  a  camel,  to  carry  tbcm.     I  shall  have  more  than  t  can  lift  if  )-ou  ado 
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mtcfa  10  what  \%  already  bere."    The  lady  laugbed  at  this  speech,  and  again 
<lntnd  him  to  follow  her. 

She  then  went  inio  a  druggist's,  where  she  fumishe<I  herself  with  all  sorts  of 
nnt-scented  waters,  with  cloves,  nutmeg,  pepper,  ginger,  a  large  piece  of  amber- 
pis  and  sevcnd  other  Indian  spices,  which  completely  filled  the  porier's  basket, 
•4iOra  the  stiil  ordered  to  follow  her.    lie  did  so  till  they  arrived  at  a  magnificent 
loDR^  ibe  front  of  which  was  ornamented  with  handsome  columns,  and  at  the 
ciBMKe  was  a  dotir  of  ivor>'.     Here  they  stopped,  and  the  lady  pave  a  gentle 
tawfcat  the  door,    Wliilc  they  waited  for  it  to  be  opened,  the  porter's  mind  was 
&i  with  a  thousand  different  thoi^hu.    He  was  surprised  thai  a  hdy,  dressed 
aiMi  was,  should  perform  the  office  of  the  housekecjier,  fur  he  conceived  it 
<i^eanble  for  her  to  be  a  s1av&    Her  air  was  so  noble  that  he  supposed  her  free, 
''ttt  1  person  of  distinction.     He  was  wishing  to  ask  her  some  questions  con- 
yjagfter  qttality  and  simaiion,  but  just  as  he  Mms  preparing  to  speak,  another 
■■d^  wbo  opened  the  door,  appeared  to  him  so  beautiful,  that  he  w-as  silent 
^■Vnutooisfamcnt,  or  rather  be  was  so  struck  with  the  brilliancy  of  her  charms, 
JJ*  Stwus  »ery  near  letting  bis  basket  and  all  that  was  in  it  fall,  so  much  did 
■■ob^frt  make  him  foritel  himself.     He  thought  he  had  ncrer  seen  any  beauty 
"^  '  -  It  eauailcd  her  who  was  before  him.    The  lady  who  had  brought 

T^V-  cd  tlic  disturbed  stale  of  his  mind,  and  well  knew  the  cause  of 

*■  Tht*  di>covcT7'  di^'C^ted  hcr  ;  and  she  took  so  much  pleasure  in  examining 
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the  countenance  oi  ihe  poner,  that  she  fors;ot  ihe  door  was  opea  "Come  in. 
Bi^icr,' said  the  bcautitul  portress.  *'  What  do  you  wail  for?  Don't  you sccthat 
this  poor  man  is  so  heavily  iadcn  he  can  hardly  bear  it?" 

As  soon  as  she  iuid  the  porter  were  come  in,  the  lady  » ho  opened  the  door 
stmt  it :  and  all  tliree,  jfter  pjia^ing  through  a  handsome  vestibule,  crossed  a  V' 
spacious  court,  surrounded  by  an  open  gallery,  or  corridor,  which  rommunica 
with  many  magnificent  apartments,  all  on  (he  same  floor.    At  the  bottom  of  t 
court  there  was  a  sort  of  cabinet  richly  fumished,  with  a  throne  of  amber  in 
middle,  siippnrlcd  by  fotir  ebony  pilLirs,  enriched  with  diamonda  and  pearls 
an  exttaordmar)'  size,  and  covered  with  red  satin,  ixlievcd  by  a  boraering 
Indian  gold  ofatlmirable  workmanship.     In  the  middle  uf  the  court  there  was  a 
Urge  basin  lined  with  white  marble,  and  full  uf  the  finest  transparent  water,  wh; 
nisned  from  the  mouth  of  a  lion  uf  gUt  broiue. 

Althouj^'h  the  {x>ncr  n-as  so  latlen,  it  did  not  prevent  him  from  admiring 
magnificence  of  this  house,  and  the  neatness  and  regularity  with  which  evi 
thing  was  arranged ;  but  what  principally  attracted  his  attentitm  was  a  third  h 
who  appeared  still  more  bc>intifiil  tnan  the  second,  and  who  was  seated  an 
throne  nefore  mentioned.     As  soon  as  she  perceived  the  other  two  females,  si 
came  down  from  the  throne  and  advanced  towards  them.    'Ihe  porter  conjec- 
tured from  the  looks  and  bchaxiour  of  the  two  first  ladies  thai  this  was  the  pnn- 
cinU  personage,  and  he  was  not  mistaken.    This  lady  wa^^ralleil  Zobcid^,  the 
wno  opened  the  door  was  called  Sah^,  and  the  luiine  of  the  one  who  had  been 
for  the  provisions  was  AminC:. 

*'  You  do  not.  my  dear  sisters,"  said  tfobeid^,  accosting  the  other  two, 
thai  this  man  is  almost  fainting  uiuler  his  load  ?  \V1iy  du  you  not  discharge  him  ? 
Amini  and  Salii  then  took  ihc  Iwskei.  one  before  and  the  other  behind ;  Zobeidi' 
alio  awisted,  and  all  three  put  it  on  the  ground.    They  then  began  lo  cmptj-  ii. 
OAd  when  they  had  done,  the  agreeable  Amin^  took  out  her  purse  and  icwarxlcd 
the  )>ortcr  very  liberally.    He  was  well  satisfied  with  what  he  received,  and  wtt^H 
taking  up  his  basket  to  gn,  but  could  not  muster  sufficient  resolution,  so  mu^^H 
was  he  delighted  by  the  sight  of  three  .such  rare  fceautiM,  who  now  appeared  t^^ 
him  equally  channingi  for  Amini  had  aNo  taken  off  her  veil,  and  he  found  hei 
quite  as  handsome  as  the  others.  The  thing  that  puzzled  him  most  was  nnt  5€»m>; 
any  man  in  die  house;  and  yet  a  great  pan  of  the  provisions  he  brought,  suchai> 
dried  fruits,  cakes,  and  sweetmeats,  were  most  adapted  to  those  wlio  wish  to  driok 
murh  and  feast. 

Zobcidi  at  first  thought  the  porter  was  waiting  to  get  breath,  but  observing 
remain  a  long  time,  she  asked  him  what  he  waited  for,  and  whether  he  was  si 
ciemly  piiid.    "  Give  him  something  more,"  added  she,  speaking  to  Amini;, 
I  let  him  be  silisfied."     "  Madam,"  answered  the  porter,  "  it  is  not  that  which  de- 
tains mci  I  am  already  almost  too  well  paid  for  my  truublc.     I  know  very  well 
[that  I  am  guilty  of  an  mciviliiy  in  staying  where  1  ought  not ;  but  I  hope  you  wiU 
'1ia\'c  the  goodness  to  pardon  it,  from  the  -istonishmcnt  I  e\perience  in  obsovi 
no  man  among  three  ladies  of  such  uncommon  beauty.    A  part>'  of  ladies 
out  men  is  as  melancholy  and  stupid  as  a  party  of  men  without  Ladies."    To 
^fae  added  some  pleasantries  in  proof  of  what  he  advanced,    iie  did  not  forget 
^.tepcat  what  they  say  at  Bagdad,  that  there  was  no  comfort  at  tabic  unless 

four ;  and  he  concluded  by  saying  that  as  there  were  three,  tiicy  had  the' 

It  want  of  a  fourth. 

The  ladies  laughed  heartily  at  Uic  reasoning  of  the  porter.   Zobcidi,  however. 

then  addressed  him  in  a  serious  manner.    "  You  carry  your  fooleries,  my  friend. 

little  loo  far ;  but  tliough  you  do  not  deserve  that  I  should  enter  into  any  expla* 

ition  Willi  you,  t  will  at  once  inform  you  that  we  .irc  three  sisters,  who  arrange' 

1  our  affairs  so  secretly  that  no  one  knows  anything  of  ihom.   We  liave  too  great 

reason  to  fear  a  diKovcry  to  permit  us  to  impart  our  arrangements,  and  an  csta- 
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btished  author,  wham  we  have  read,  S3>'s,  *  Keep  thy  own  secret  and  vdX  it  to  no 
one ;  fur  he  who  rcveab  a  secret  is  no  longer  m-istcr  of  it.  If  thy  own  breast 
cont-iin  [hy  serrel,  how  r.m  ihc  breast  of  him  to  whom  you  entrust  it  ?'" 
Ladies,'  replied  the  pitrtcr,  ''from  yuur  appearance  alone,  I  thought  you 
a  aingular  degree  of  merit,  and  1  perceive  that  I  am  not  rai&lakcni 
igh  fortune  has  not  been  so  propitious  to  mc  as  to  bring  me  up  to  any  pro- 
I  suDcnor  to  the  one  I  follow,  j-ci  1  have  culti\-ated  my  mind  as  much  as  1 
able»  by  rcadmg  books  of  science  and  history ;  and  permit  me,  I  entreat,  to 
;  that  I  also  have  read  in  another  u  maxim,  which  1  have  always  happily  prac- 
•A  :  '  CotnceaJ  thy  secret,'  he  says,  *  only  from  such  as  arc  known  to  be  indift- 
oeet,  and  who  will  abuse  thy  confidence ;  but  make  no  difficulty  in  discovering 
lllu  ptudeot  men,  because  ihcy  know  how  to  keep  it*  The  secret,  then,  with  me 
b  U  Mfo  at  locked  up  in  a  cabinet,  ihc  key  of  which  is  lost  and  llie  door  sealed." 
tt/btadt  taw  that  the  porter  was  not  deKcient  in  cleverness,  but  thinking  that 
he  was  desirous  of  bein^^  at  the  cntcnainmeni  they  were  going  to  have,  she  good- 
btnDouredly  rephcd,  "  You  know  that  wc  are  preparing  to  r^ale  ourselves,  and 
yoo  most  also  know  wc  cannot  do  this  t>ut  at  a  considerable  expense;  and  it 
would  tut  be  just  that  you  should  partake  of  the  feast  without  bcann;^  part  of  the 
cnL*  The  beautiful  Sjfit-  was  of  the  siune  opinion  as  her  sister.  "  My  friend," 
lid  to  the  porter,  "  have  you  never  he;ird  the  common  saying — '  If  you  brinj; 
'  'm^t  yoa  shall  return  with  somelliingi  if  you  bring  notbtng,  you  shall  carry 
back'?" 
purler  would  have  been  obliged  to  retire  in  confusion,  in  spite  of  his 
had  it  not  been  for  Amini,  who  took  his  part  very  strongly.  "  My  dear 
sfa«  said  lo  ^beid^  and  Sati^,  "  I  entreat  you  to  pennit  him  to  remain 
It  a  imneceS8ar>'  to  tell  you  he  will  divert  us,  for  you  must  see  he  is 
oS  \l  \  assure  you  that  had  it  not  been  for  his  readiness,  quickness,  and 
to  foHow  me,  I  should  not  have  executed  so  many  commissions  in  so 
%  lime.  Besides,  if  I  were  lo  repeat  to  you  all  the  amusing  things  he  said 
fi»Mt  on  the  wav.you  would  not  be  much  surprised  that  1  am  become  his  advo- 

Ai  this  speech  of  Araln^'s  the  porter,  in  a  transport  of  joy,  fcU  on  his  knees 
ad  kissed  the  ground  at  the  feet  of  this  charming  female.  "Ikly  dear  lady," 
aid  be,  nl»ing  himself,  "  you  have  from  this  moment  begun  my  happiness,  and 
plwed  It  almost  at  iu  summit,  by  so  generous  an  act,  for  which  I  can  never 
idgckndy  express  my  gratitude.  In  short,  ladies;'  added  he,  addressing  the 
linen  at  once, "  do  not  suppose  because  ynu  have  done  me  so  great  an 
that  1  will  abuse  it,  and  that  I  shall  consider  myself  as  a  m.in  who  is 
crfit:  on  the  contrary,  I  shall  ever  regard  myself  as  the  humblest  of  your 
'  In  saying  this,  he  w-ished  to  return  the  money  he  had  received,  but  the 
0**«  Zobddi  ordered  him  to  keep  it.  "  Wliat  we  have  once  given,"  she  said, 
nancfinpense  to  those  who  ha\-e  rendered  us  any  service,  never  returns.  But, 
<ai(iMln|{  Oiai  you  should  rem.iin  with  us,  it  is  not  only  on  condition  that  you 
tan  ibe  fecret  that  we  arc  going  to  entrust  you  with,  but  we  also  require  that  you 
Ml  Kxtcdv  observe  the  rules  of  propriety  and  decorum."    VVhile  she  was  speak- 

adlt  be«itiful  Amrnf  took  off  her  walking  dress,  and  fastening  her  robe  to  her 
lc,in  order  to  be  more  at  liberty  to  prepare  tlic  table,  she  placed  on  it  various 
•  of  meat,  and  put  some  bottles  «f  wine  and  several  golden  cups  uponasidc- 
Wd.    Tbif  done,  the  t.-idi'-s  seated  themselves  round  the  uble,  and  made  the 

atX  •    'If  by  their  side-,  who  was  delighted  beyond  measure  at  finding 

f  ill  tiirec  persons  of  such  cxiTaordinar>-  beauty. 

Tbcy  fcuij  scii'iety  bcgim  to  cat,  when  Aininii.  who  had  placed  herself  near  the 
^4l,«rid^lAard,  took  a  bottle  .-ind  gubli:t,  and  poured  some  wine  for  herself. 
H>Hi^dn»k  Hie  first  gUss,  according  to  the  Arabian  custom,  she  then  poured 
*BQtt  liar  each  of  licr  sisters,  who  drank  it  one  after  the  other.    Then,  filling 
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ihe  same  gohlci  for  the  fourth  time,  she  prcsenied  it  to  the  porter,  who  in  ta 
it  kis^  her  hand,  and  before  he  drank  it  he  sang  a  %ong.  uie  meaning  of  wht 
was  that  as  the  wind  carried  with  it  the  odour  of  any  perfumed  apoi  over  whj 
it  passed,  so  the  wine  which  he  was  about  lo  drink,  coming  from  ber  hand,  ac- 
quired  a  more  exquisite  flavour  than  it  naturally  possessed.  This  song  pleased 
them  vcr>-  much,  and  they  each  sang  m  their  lum.  In  short,  the  whole  company 
^%'c^c  m  most  excellent  lipirits  during  the  repast,  which  lasted  a  long  time,  and 
was  accompanied  with  everything  that  could  render  it  .i)^eeable. 

The  day  began  to  close,  when  Safie,  in  the  n;ime  of  her  -^i^icrs,  said  to  the 
porter,  "Arise  and  go  :  it  is  time  to  retire."  To  this  the  p»rter,  not  having  reso- 
lution toquit  them, answered,  "Ah,  Ltdies  !  wherewould  you  command  me  (ogo 
in  lite  state  I  am  in  ?  I  am  almost  beside  myself  fi'om  gazmg  on  you  and  the  good 
cheer  you  have  given  me,  and  1  shall  never  find  the  way  to  my  own  house.  AUow 
me  the  night  lo  recover  myself  in  ;  i  will  pass  it  wherever  you  please;  but  less 
time  uill  not  restore  me  to  the  state  I  was  in  when  1  came  here,  and  even  then 
I  doubt  I  shall  leave  the  better  part  of  myself  behind.' 

Amint  again  took  tlic  part  of  the  porter.  "  He  is  right,  my  sisters," 
exdaimed  ;  **  I  am  convinced  of  the  propriety  of  his  demand.  He  has  sufficieni 
diverted  us  ;  and  if  you  wish  to  bclteve  mc.  or  rather,  if  you  love  me,  I  :im  su: 
yuu  will  suffer  him  lo  pass  the  evening  with  us,"  "\Vc  cannot  refuse  any  requ 
of  yours,  my  sister,"  repUed  Zobeidfr.  "  Porter,"  she  added,  addre!.sing  herself 
to  nim, "  we  wish  to  gram  you  even  this  favour,  but  wc  must  prcmiie  a  fresh 
condition  :  whatever  we  may  do  in  your  presence,  with  respect  to  yourself  fir 
anything  else,  take  great  care  that  you  do  not  ask  the  reason  ;  for  in  question^ 
ing  us  about  things  that  do  not  at  all  concern  you,  you  may  hear  what  will  not 
please  you.  Take  care,  therefore,  and  be  nut  loo  curious  m  attempting  to  dis- 
to\tr  the  motives  of  our  actions." 

"  Madam,"  replied  the  porter, "  I  promise  lo  obscr\*c  the  conditions  with  so  much 
exactitude  that  you  shall  have  no  reason  to  reproach  me  with  having  miringed 
them,  and  even  stiU  less  to  punish  my  indiscretion.  Mv  tongue  shall  be  motion^ 
less,  and  my  e>'cs  shall  be  like  a  mirror,  that  preserves  no  part  of  the  object  it 
receives."  "To  let  you  see,"  said  2obcidi,  with  a  sehous  air,  "that  what  we 
require  of  you  is  nut  newly  established  among  us,  obscr\'C  what  is  written  over 
the  door  on  the  inside."  The  p«irter  went  and  read  these  words,  which  were  wTitten 
h)  larige  letters  of  gold:  whuevkk  talks  abovt  what  does  not  coscEiut 
HIM,  OFTEN  HF^RS  WHAT  iWEs  NOT  I'LEASK  HIM.  He  Came  back  dlTCCtly, 
and  said  to  the  three  sisters,"  I  swear  to  you,  ladies,  that  you  shall  not  hear  me 
^Wftk  a  word  concerning  anything  which  does  not  regard  me  and  in  which  you 
bavc  any  interest." 

This  being  settled.  Amin^  brought  supper;  and  when  she  had  lighted  up  the 
hall  witli  numerous  candles,  prepared  with  aloes  and  ambergris,  which  scattered 
a  very  agreeable  perfume  ana  cast  a  brilliant  light,  she  seated  herself  at  the  tabte 
with  her  sisters  and  the  jioncr.  They  began  to  cat.drink,  sing.and  recite  veixs. 
The  ladies  took  pleasure  in  nuking  the  porter  intoxicated,  under  the  pretcnceo^ 
making  him  dnnlc  to  their  health.  Wil  and  reparice  were  nut  wanting.  They  were 
at  length  all  in  the  best  humour,  when  they  suddenly  heard  a  knocking  at  Lbc* 
gate.  They  mstantly  got  up,  and  all  ran  to  open  it ;  but  Safit,  to  whom  this  office 
more  particularly  belonged,  was  the  most  .active.  The  other  two,  seeing  her  be- 
fore them,  stopped,  and  waited  till  she  came  back  to  inform  them  who  could  have 
any  business  with  them  at  so  late  an  hour.  Safic  soon  returned.  *'  A  charausg 
opponunity,  my  sisters,  offers  itself,  to  spend  a  great  part  of  the  night  very 
pleasantly ;  and  if  you  are  of  the  same  opiniun  as  1  ;ini,  wc  vdW  not  let  it  escape  us. 
There  are  three  calenders  at  the  door  :  at  lca^t.  thcv  appear  so  by  their  d!rcss  ; 
but  what  win  doubtless  surprise  you  is.  th.it  they  .n"  all  Uirec  blind  of  the  right 
eye,  and  have  their  beads,  beards,  and  eyebrow.-,  .sh.ived,  They  say  that  they  ore 


oohr  ju«  ftrriired  at  Bagdad,  wbere  they  have  never  been  before ;  and,  as  it  is 
duXf  and  ihcy  know  not  wlic re  to  lodge,  they  knocked  at  our  dcKir  by  chance, 
and  entreat  us,  for  the  love  of  Co<l,  to  have  the  charity  to  take  them  in.  They 
BicnDl  where  we  put  them,  provided  i  hey  are  undercover,  and  will  be  satisfied 
«m  with  a  suble.  They  are  yoiini^  and  well  made,  and  appear  to  possess  some 
Mint:  but  1  cannot,  u-ithoiu  lau^hin)^,  think  of  their  amusing;  and  uniform  figures." 
Sitt  cottld  not  indeed  refrain  from  lau^hinfi;  most  heartily  at  this  moment,  nor 
omld  cither  her  sisters  or  the  porter  du  otherwise  than  join  in  it.  "  Shall  we," 
Mid  ^e;  "let  tticni  come  in^  It  i^  impossible  but  that, with  such  men  as  I  have 
ieaaibed,  we  shall  finish  the  day  still  better  than  we  be^n  it.  They  will  divert 
n  veiy  much,  and  the>-  will  be  of  no  expense  to  us,  since  they  only  ask  a  lodging 
hr  ooe  nif^ht,  and  it  is  their  intention  to  leave  us  as  soon  as  it  is  day." 

Zobddc  and  Amin^  made  &ome  di^culty  in  agreeing  to  the  request  of  Safifr, 
nd  she  herself  well  knew  the  reason  of  it,  but  expressed  so  i^reat  a  desire  to 
kcre  ber  way,  that  the)*  could  not  revise  her.  "  Go,"  said  Zobeidi  to  her,  "and 
let  tliem  come  in ;  but  do  not  fail  to  caution  them  not  to  speak  about  what  does 
BM  cooccrn  them,  and  make  them  read  the  inscription  over  the  inside  of  the 
door."  At  these  words  SatiL-  jojfulty  ran  to  open  the  door,  and  soon  returned, 
accompanied  by  the  three  calenders. 

On  entering  ihey  made  a  low  bow  to  the  sisters,  who  had  risen  to  receive  them, 
and  wbo  obligingly  lold  them  ihcy  were  welcome,  and  that  they  were  happy  in 
bdng  able  to  obhge  them  and  contribuie  towards  lessening  the  fatigue  of  Uieir 
jonoy.  They  then  invited  their  new  guests  to  sit  down  with  them.  The  inag- 
•ttcoaoe  of  the  place  and  the  kindness  of  the  ladies  gave  the  calenders  a  very 
bq^  kfea  of  the  beautiful  hostess  and  her  sisters ;  but  before  they  took  their 
pwes,  having  by  chance  cast  their  eyes  towards  the  porter,  and  observing  that 
Kwas  dressed  very  like  other  calenders,  from  whom  they  differed  in  many  points 
cf  dacipiine,  and  whose  beard  and  eyebrows  were  not  sh.ivcd,  one  of  them  said, 
•  This  man  appears  to  be  one  of  our  Arabian  brethren  who  revolted." 

The  porter,  half  asleep,  and  heated  with  the  wine  he  had  drunk,  was  much  dts- 
Ivfaed  at  these  wortls  ;  and.  wiihaui  getting  up,  he  said  to  the  calenders,  casting 
M  dwMme  ttme  a.  fierce  look  at  them,  "  Seat  yourselves,  and  meddle  not  with 
ikitdoesiiot  concern  you.  Hnve  you  nut  read  the  inscription  over  the  door? 
0*  IM  pTMcnd,  then,  to  make  the  world  live  after  your  fashion,  but  live  accord- 
tat  10  oors."  *'  My  good  friend,"  replied  the  calender  who  had  before  spoken, 
*Mi  not  be  angry,  for  we  should  be  ver>-  sorry  to  ^ve  you  any  cause  ;  on  the 
OucuiifWeore  ready  to  recei%-e  your  commands."  The  dispute  would  not  have 
<bM  ben  bad  not  the  Lidies  interfered  and  pacified  all  parties. 

Wbcn  die  calenders  were  seated,  the  sisters  helped  them,  and  the  delighted 

Sitt  in  pttnicuhr  took  care  to  supply  them  with  wine.     When  the)-  had  both 

Mm  aad  drunk  as  much  as  they  wished,  they  intimated  that  they  should  be 

k^pf  topve  them  some  music,  if  they  had  any  instruments,  and  would  order 

wa  to  be  Imiaxht.    They  accepted  the  offer  with  pleasure,  and  the  beautiful 

titt  ■maedialely  got  up  to  inquire  after  some,  and   returned  the  next  moment, 

lid  oAnvd  them  a  flute  of  that  country,  also  another  ured  in  Persia,  and  a  tam- 

Mvdehuque.   Each  calender  received  from  her  hand  that  instrument  he  liked 

Jw.  ittd  they  all  began  to  play  a  little  air.     The  females  were  acquainted  with 

'WwonU,  which  were  li*-cly,  and  accompanied  the  air  with  their  voices,  fre- 

^■lly  interrupting  each  other  with  fits  of  laughter  from  the  nature  of  the  words. 

^  tae  midst  of  this  cntenainmcnt.  and  when  the  party  were  highly  delighted, 

■•jlWttd  a  knock  at  tlie  door.     Satic  unmediatcly  left  off  singing,  and  went  to 

'***kait  wiL 

'^  I  mosi?  now  inform  you,  sire  (said  Schchcraiad^  to  the  sultan  in  this 
f'^'h  that  it  is  ivoper  for  your  majestj-  to  know  how  any  one  came  to  knock  so 
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late  at  the  door  of  this  house.  The  Caliph  Haroun  Alraschid  made  it  a  practice 
to  go  very  often,  during  the  night,  through  the  city  in  disguise^  in  order  to  dis- 
cover  whether  everything  was  quiet.  Un  this  evening,  the  caliph  set  out  from 
the  palace  at  his  accu&tomcd  hour,  accompanied  by  Gtafar,  his  grand  vizier,  and 
Me^rour,  chief  of  the  eunuchs,  alt  three  disj^uiMrd  asi  mcrcliantsi.  In  passing 
through  the  streets  where  thew:  ladies  Uved,  the  prinue  heard  the  sound  of  the 
instnimcnis,  interrupted  by  laughter,  and  said  to  his  vizier,  '*  Go  and  knock  at  the 
door  of  that  house,  where  I  hear  so  much  noise ;  I  u-ish  to  gain  admittance,  and 
learn  the  cause  of  iL"  The  vi«er  endeavoured  to  persuade  the  caliph  that  they 
urere  only  women,  who  were  making  nierr>-  that  evening,  and  the  wine  seemed  to 
have  exhilarated  iheir  spirits,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  expose  themselves  where 
it  was  probable  they  might  meet  with  some  insult ;  besides,  the  time,  he  said,  was 
improper,  and  it  was  useless  to  disturb  their  amusements.  "  Never  mind,"  said 
the  caliph  ;  "knock,  as  1  order  you." 

It  was,  then,  the  grand  vizier  Giafar  who  had  knocked  at  the  door  by  order  of 
the  caliph,  who  wished  not  to  be  known.  Satit  opened  it,  and  the  vizier  obser^Td 
by  the  light  uf  a  candle  she  carried  that  she  was  vcr>-  beautiful  He  pl.iyed  hb 
part  very  well  He  Itr&t  made  a  mou  profound  reverence,  and  then,  with  a. 
respectful  air,  he  said,  *' Mad.im,  we  .^^L■  three  metchunis  of  Moussoul,  and  ar- 
rived here  about  ten  days  ago,  with  some  very  ricli  merchandise,  which  we  have 
deposited  in  a  khan,  uhcre  we  have  taken  up  our  lodging.  We  have  been  to 
spend  the  day  with  a  merchant  of  this  city,  who  invited  us  to  go  to  see  him.  He 
treated  us  wiUi  a  line  collation ;  and  as  the  wine  we  drank  put  us  into  a  very  good 
humour,  he  sent  fur  a  company  of  dancers.  The  night  was  already  far  advanced^ 
and  while  wc  were  playing  on  our  instruments,  tlic  others  dancing,  and  the  whale 
company  making  a  great  noise,  the  watch  happened  tu  pass  by,  and  obliged  us  to 
open  the  door.  Some  of  the  company  were  nrre-sied ;  we  were,  however,  so  for- 
tunate as  to  escape  by  getting  over  a  waU.  But,"  added  the  viiier,  "as  ve  are 
strangers,  and  ha%'e  taken  perhaps  ratlicr  more  wine  than  wc  ought,  we  are  afraid 
of  meeting  with  a  second  party  of  the  watch,  or  perhaps  the  same,  before  we 
arrive  at  uur  klian,  which  is  at  a  considerable  distance  from  hence.  And  we 
should  even  then  get  tliere  to  no  purpose,  for  the  gate  would  be  shut,  and  wiUH 
ever  may  come  there,  they  will  not  open  it  till  morning.  This  is  the  reason,  madam, 
that  as  we  heard,  in  passing  by,  the  sound  of  instruments  and  voices,  wc  thought 
all  those  who  belonged  to  the  house  were  nut  yet  retired  ;  and  we  took  the  liberty 
to  knock,  to  beg  you  to  afford  us  a  retreat  till  the  morning.  If  we  appear  to  yoa 
worthy  of  taking  a  part  in  your  amusements,  wc  w  ill  endeavour,  as  far  as  we  are 
able,  to  contribute  to  it,  in  order  to  repair  the  interruption  we  have  caused ;  if  not. 
do  us  at  least  the  favour  to  sutTcr  us  tu  pass  the  night  under  the  cover  of  your 
vestibule." 

During  this  speech  of  Gialar  the  beautiful  .Sa6^  had  an  opportunity  of  CKun- 
ming  the  vizier  and  the  two  persons,  whom  he  also  called  merchanis,  and  judging 
from  their  countcn-inces  tlial  they  were  not  common  men,  she  said  that  she  wot 
not  mistress,  but  if  they  would  give  themselves  a  moment's  patience,  she  would 
return  and  bnng  the  answer.  Satit  went  and  related  all  tliis  to  her  sisters,  who 
hesitated  some  time  as  to  what  they  ought  to  do.  But  thcv  were  natiinllv  kind, 
and  as  they  had  conferred  the  same  favour  on  the  three  calenders,  ihcy  resolved 
to  permit  these  also  to  come  in.  The  caliph,  the  grand  viiier.  and  the  chief  of 
the  eunuchs,  being  iatnxluccd  by  the  beautiful  SMti,  saluted  the  ladies  and  the 
ctlcnders  with  great  civility.  They,  supptising  ihem  merchants  returned  it  in 
the  same  manner;  and  Zobcide,  .is  the  princip;il  person,  with  thai  grave  and 
serious  air  which  so  well  suited  I  cr,  s.iid. "  You  are  welcome;  hut  in  the  fint 
place,  do  not  inke  it  ill  if  wc  ask  of  you  one  favour."  "  What  favour,"  cried  the 
vider,  **  can  wc  refuse  to  such  beautiful  ladies?"  "  It  is,"  replied  i^obeid^,  "  to 
have  only  eyes,  and  no  speech ;  to  forbear  hi»n  asking  questions  about  what  yoa 
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■ijr  sec,  in  order  to  leant  the  cause ;  and  not  to  «peak  about  what  does  not 
cooccm  )'ou.  for  fear  you  should  heir  v\\m  will  not  be  pleasant  to  you."  "  Ycu 
aluQ  be  ebejcci.  maiuun,"  replied  the  vizier,  "  for  we  arc  neither  censurers,  nor 
nrious,  impruUvnt  perxins.  It  i&  enough  for  us  lu  iitiend  to  our  own  business. 
«ilhuw'.  med(.Uin^  witli  what  \ivfi  not  regard  us. '  After  this,  each  seated  him&clf. 
«k1  die  coovcr&atiua  became  KcneraJ,  and  they  drank  to  the  health  of  the  ncw 
^r*t*. 

V  vtcier  Giafar  entertained  them,  the  caliph  ceased  not  from  admiring 

i1k  nary  beauty,  the  great  elegance,  the  lively  disposition  and  spirit  of 

te  ladM;^^ ;  while  the  appearunce  of  the  three  catenden>,  all  blind  of  the  right  eye, 
■njpriscd  him  vcrv  much.  He  anxiously  wished  to  Icam  the  cause  of  this  smgu- 
SvsT,  bat  the  concJition  they  had  imposed  upon  him  and  his  companions  prevented 
MOjr  mquiry.  Ur&idc!^  alt  this,  when  he  reflected  upon  ihc  richness  of  the  services 
ttd  furniture,  with  the  regularity  and  arrangement  vvvryuhere  apparent,  he  could 
hirdly  pcr>uade  himself  it  was  not  the  effect  uf  eiicliantment. 

T' --  -    -  ■  rr-utiim  Iwving  fallen  upon  the  various  sorts  of  amusement,  and  the 
d'.  lv-*s  of  enjoying  life,  the  c^enders  got  up  and  danced  in  their  peculiar 

»-_.. 1  i;)uch  augmented  the  g(Kid  opinion  the  ladies  had  already  conceived 

«f  dHm,  and  atuactcd  al»)  the  applause  and  esteem  of  tlie  caliph  and  his  company. 

Al  1000  as  the  calenders  had  finished,  Zobcidi  got  up,  and  taking  Amine  by  tlic 

load,  ixid  to  bcr,  "  Come,  sister,  the  company  shall  not  think  tltat  wc  will  put 

ifaca  under  any  restraint,  nor  shidl  their  presence  procnt  ua  from  doing  as  we 

ia»c  alwajrs  been  accustomed."    Aniin^,  who  perfectly  understood  what  her  sister 

■emnt,  gut  up  and  Itxik  away  the  distics,  tables,  bottles,  gLisses,  and  also  the 

flttninieiUS on  which  the  calenders  had  played.    Nor  did  Safi^  remain  idle;  ^he 

mtffL  Ibe  hall,  put  c^-ery-thing  in  its  pro[>er  place,  snuffed  the  candles,  and  added 

oloc-wood  and  ambergris.      Having  done  thi&,  she  requested  the  three 

I  to  sit  on  a  sofa  on  one  side,  and  the  caliph  and  his  company  on  tlie 

'  Get  ug,"  said  she  then  to  the  porter,  looking  at  him,  *'  and  be  ready  to 

in  whatever  «c  wont  you:  a  man  like  you.  as  strong  as  the  house,  ought 

to  fmuin  idle."     The  porter  had  slept  till  he  was  rather  more  sober;  he 

CR  ap^  therefore,  very  quickly,  and  after  fastening  his  cloak  to  his  girdle,  **  I  am 

■Mdiv*  be  cried,  "  to  do  .anything  you  please."    "  That  is  well."  answered  Safii, 

*a«d  you  shall  not  remain  long  with  your  arms  cr-issed."    A  little  while  after, 

Aa^ni  cMne  in  «ith  a  sort  of  seat,  which  she  placed  in  die  middle  of  the  room. 

Sh  iIwb  went  lo  the  door  of  a  closet,  and  having  uiKncd  it.  slic  made  a  sign  to 

Ab  Batter  to  approacK     "  Come  and  assist  inc.''  she  cried.    He  did  so,  and  went 

Itwib  her,  and  relumed  a  moment  after,  followed  by  two  bkick  dogs,  each  of 

4idihidacoUarwithachain  fastened  toit,  by  which  he  held  them.   He  brought 

■hue  dqgL  which  appeared  to  have  been  vei>  ill  used  and  beaten  with  a  wmp, 

IK  the  oMldte  of  the  nwm. 

Z«lcKtt,  whu  was  silling  bciwccn  the  calenders  and  the  c.-Uiph,  then  got  up, 
■4  ■Minsching  to  the  porter  in  a  \xry'  gnivt-  nunner,  "  Wc  must,"  cried  she. 
*ttadeep  sigli.  "  do  our  duty. "  She  then  tum«l  up  her  sleeves,  so  as  to  uncover 
^w&i  an  to  the  eltiuw,  .ind  after  taking  a  whip  which  bafi^  presented  to  her, 
"Niwr,"  lAe  Mid,  "  take  one  of  these  d<^s  to  my  sister  Amine,  and  then  come 
*>  Bt  «idl  ihe  olbcr."  The  porter  did  as  he  was  ordered ;  and  as  he  approached 
^*t*di,  the  dog  which  be  held  imnitdiately  began  to  howl,  and  turning  towards 
^Swd  m  its  bead  in  a  most  supplitaling  rtianner.  But  she.  without  regarding 
"*,*tiucfaoly  exprewoosof  tbedog,  which  must  have  excited  pity,  or  its  cries, 
^^ filiid  the  whole  bcFUse,  flogged  it  till  she  was  out  of  breath,  and  when  she 
«lWjtrr-  -■*■  !-^-  '^  *^~-r  it  any  more,  she  threw  away  Ihe  whip;  then,  taking 
*«tiBin  fr.  i-e  iix)k  up  ihe  dog  by  the  paws,  and  both  looking  at 

**4  other  u i ly  air.  the)- mingled  their  tears  together.     Zobad^, 

-^  liui,  took  out  her  handkerchief,  wiped  the  tears  from  its  eyes,  and  kissed  it  -, 
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«tif  n,  TctuminK  the  chain  to  the  porter,  she  desired  him  to  lead  that  back  fi 
whence  he  luia  taken  it,  and  brinj^  her  (he  other. 

The  porter  cirricd  tlie  one  th.it  h.i(l  been  lieaten  back  to  the  closet,  and 
letuming,  tonic  the  other  from  the  hands  o(  Aniini,  and  presented  it  to  ZobeJdi. 
who  wiis  wailing  for  it.  "  Hold  it  as  you  did  the  tirst,"  said  she;  then,  taking 
the  whip,  she  served  this  in  the  same  manner.  She  (hen  wept  with  it,  dried  its 
tears,  kissed  it,  and  returned  it  to  the  porter,  who  w.is  saved  the  irouble  of  carr>'- 
ing  it  b.ick  to  the  closet  by  the  aKTCcablc  Amini,  who  took  it  herself. 

The  three  calenders,  ai  well  as  the  caliph  and  his  part)*,  were  much  astonished 
at  this  ceremony.  They  could  not  compreliend  why  Zobdd^,  after  ha\ring 
whipped  with  so  much  violence  the  two  dogs,  which,  according  to  the  tenets  ot 
the  Mussulman  relicion,  arc  impure  animals,  should  a/terwards  weep  with  tb(  " 
kiss  Ihcm.  and  dry  tTicir  tears.  They  conversed  together  about  it,  and  (he  cal  ^ 
in  partitular  was  very  desirous  of  knowing  the  reason  of  an  action  which  lo  hint 
appeared  so  singular.  He  made  signs  to  the  vizier  lo  inquire :  but  he  turned  hi* 
head  another  way,  till  at  Inst,  importunctl  by  repeated  sign«,  he  answered  in 
same  manner  that  it  was  not  yei  lime  to  satisfy  his  curiosity. 

Zobdd^  remained  for  some  time  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  as  if  to  rest  fi 
her  fati^e  in  beating  the  two  dogs.     "  My  dear  sister,"  said  the  beautiful  Sa 
"will  you  not  return  tn  your  place,  that  I  may  also  perform  my  pan?"    "Yc«J 
replied  Zobcid^,  and  seated  herself  on  the  sofa,  with  the  caliph,  Giafar,  aiut 
Mcsrour  on  her  right  hand,  and  llic  three  calenders  and  the  porter  on  her  left- 

The  company  continued  for  some  time  silent;  at  length  Safiir.who  had  placed 
herself  on  the  seal  in  the  middle  of  the  room,  said  to  Aniinfr,"  Sister,  get  up:  you 
understand  what  I  mean."  Aminfc  rose,  and  went  into  a  difTcrent  closet  iiroin 
thai  whence  the  dogs  were  brought;  she  returned  with  a  case  covered  wiih  yel- 
low satin,  and  richly  ornamented  with  an  eml>roider\-  of  ;;Teen  and  gold.  She 
opened  it,  and  took  out  a  lute,  *vhich  she  presented  to  her  sister.  Satii  took  it, 
and  after  having  tuned  it,  began  lo  accompany  it  with  her  voice:  she  sang  an 
■IT,  on  the  torments  of  absence,  in  so  agreeable  a  style  that  ihc  odiph  and  Ihc 
rest  of  the  cnnipany  were  enchanted  When  she  had  finished,  as  she  had 
wiih  a  great  deal  of  arrion  as  well  as  p.'ission,  she  offered  the  lute  lo  Ainint, 
ing,  ^  Sister,  my  voice  fails  me :  do  you  t.^ke  it,  and  oblige  the  company  by  play' 
ing  and  singing  instead  of  mc." 

Amin^,  having  played  a  htUc  prelude,  to  hear  if  the  instrument  was  in  tune, 
-sang  for  some  lime  on  the  same  subject ;  but  she  became  so  affected  by  thr 
woras  she  uttered,  that  she  had  not  power  to  finish  the  air.  Zobeid^  began  to 
praise  her  sister.  "  You  have  done  wonders,"  said  she :  "  it  is  easy  to  perceire 
that  vou  feel  the  griefs  you  express."  Amind  had  not  time  to  reply  to  this  speech: 
she  felt  herself  so  oppressed  at  that  moment  that  she  could  think  of  nuthing  but 
Civing  herself  air,  and  opening  her  robe,  she  exposed  a  bosom,  not  white,  as  the 
beautiful  Amini^  ought  to  have  had.  but  so  covered  with  scars  as  to  create  a 
species  of  horror  in  the  spectators.  ThiSi,  however,  gave  her  no  relief,  and  ^e 
uinted  away. 

Whilst  ^obeidi  and  SaBi  ran  to  assist  their  sister,  mw  of  the  calenders  ex- 
claimed, ''  We  had  better  have  slept  in  the  open  air  than  come  here  to  witness 
such  a  spectacle." 

The  caliph,  who  heard  him,  drew  near,  and  inquired  what  all  this  meant  " 
fcnnw  no  more  than  you,"  niilicd  the  calender.     **  What  •"  resumed  the  cali 
"do  not  yoti  belong  to  the  hnuse  ?    Cannot  you  inform  mc  about  these  two 
dogs,  and  this  lady  who  appears  to  \xavk  been  so  ill  treated  ?  "     "  Sir,*  said 
calender, "  we  never  were  m  this  house  befure  now,  and  entered  it  only  a 
minutes  sooner  than  >*ou  did."     This  inrreased  the  astonishment  of  the  cali 
"  Pcrhitio."  iaid  he.  "  the  man  who  is  with  von  ran  give  vou  wimc  infnrmati 
TIte  calender  made  ».i«ns  to  die  porter  to  draw  near,  and"  asked  him  if  he 
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^ly  the  Mark  dogs  had  been  beaten,  and  why  the  bosom  of  Amini  was  so 
iCUTCdu  "  .Sir,"  replied  ihe  poricr, "  t  swear  by  the  great  living  God,  that  if  you 
know  notlimx  of  tlic  matter,  vc  me  all  equally  i^orani.  It  is  true  that  I  live  tn 
ihhi  city,  bji  before  lo-day  i  never  entered  this  house ;  and  if  you  ate  surprised 
tp  sri-  \"..-  ht-re,  I  aiD  nut  leis  so  at  bein^  m  such  company.  What  increases  my 
w.  UletJ  he,  "  is  not  lo  sec  any  man  with  these  ladies." 

_  !i  and  his  p.^rly,  as  well  as  the  calenders,  lliuught  that  the  porter  be- 
loa^ed  to  the  familv,  and  that  he  would  have  been  able  to  liave  inlormcd  them 
of  what  they  wishea  bo  much  to  know.  The  raliph,  whatever  might  be  the  con- 
■eqDcncc,  resolved  to  satisfy  his  curiosity.  "Attend  to  nic,"  lie  said  to  the  rest: 
'wtt  are  M^'ea  men,  and  there  .irc  only  three  women ;  let  iis,  then,  compel  them 
Iftgt^e  us  the  information  wc  request,  and  if  they  refiise  to  compty  with  a  good 
0Bcv,wc  can  force  tlicra  to  it"  The  grand  vizier  (^iafar  opposed  this  plan,  and 
etpLiiiKd  the  conMiquenccs  of  it  to  the  caliph,  wnihouc  discovering  to  the  calen- 
ders who  be  was,  as  he  always  addressed  him  like  a  merchant  *'  Consider,  sir, 
I  bu,"  »id  be,  '  tliat  wc  liavc  our  reputation  to  prcscn-c  You  know  on  what 
eaodttion  tlie^e  ladies  su^ered  us  to  become  their  guests,  and  wc  accepted  the 
tarns.  WUat  will  they  My  to  us  if  we  infringe  the  compact  ?  And  we  should  be 
Hill  more  to  blame  if  any  misfortune  should  happen  to  us  in  consequence  of  \L 
It  b-  not  10  be  supposed  tliat  they  would  require  such  a  promise  from  us,  unless 
tbev  sliould  be  able  to  make  us  repent  if  we  broke  it." 

The  \'ixier  now  drew  the  caliph  a  little  aside,  and  spoke  tn  him  in  a  low  voice: 
*Tbe  night,  my  lord,  will  not  last  long,  if  your  majesty  will  but  have  a  little  pa- 
licacc.  {  will  then  come  and  bring  these  women  before  you,  when  upon  your 
tfamoe,  and  )-du  may  team  from  them  whatever  you  wish."  Although  this  aJvice 
was  very  judicious,  tlic  caliph  rejected  it,  and  desired  the  vizier  to  be  silent,  and 
Bid  he  would  t>ut  wait  so  long,  but  would  that  insumt  have  the  information  he 
inriied.  The  next  question  was,  who  should  first  make  the  inquin'.  The  caliph 
ndeavottfcd  to  persuade  the  calenders  speak  lirst,  but  ihcy  excused  themselves. 
At  bsc  they  all  agreed  that  it  should  be  the  porter.  He  was  preparing  to  utter 
Ae  £ftCai  oucstion,  when  Zobcide,  after  having  assisted  Amini.  who  had  rcco\'cred 
6em  ber  fainting,  approached  them.  As  she  liad  heard  them  s))CBk  in  rather  a 
load  and  wann  maimer,  she  said  to  them,  "  What  arc  you  talking  of  ?~what  is 
fma  coniest  about?" 

Tbc  ptincr  then  addressed  her  as  follows :  "  These  genilcnien,  madam,  entreat 
rm  to  nave  the  goodness  to  explain  lo  them  why  you  wept  with  those  dogs,  after 
■niOK  fcaled  them  so  ill.  and  how  it  lias  happened  that  the  lady  who  fainted 
iMSber  bosom  covered  with  scars.  This,  manam,  is  what  I  have  been  required 
br  Atm  to  ask  of  you." 

At  the^e  words  Zobeid^,  in  the  most  haughty  and  fierce  manner,  turned  to  the 
calt^and  the  calenders.  "la  it  true,  gentlemen,"  she  asked,"  that  you  have 
Mmbsloncd  this  man  tn  require  this  infonnation  of  me?"  They  all  answered 
tlviicccept  thc^i^icr  Giafar,  who  did  not  open  his  lips.  Upon  this  she  replied 
M  Urn,  m  a  tone  which  showed  how  much  she  was  ofTcndcd,  "  Because  we 
Wed  you  the  f.it.nir  \,.ii  requc5lcd  of  us,  and  in  order  lo  prevent  any  cause  of 
AwOBtert  or  d  i   on  your  pans,  as  we  were   alone,  we  made   our 

!«i^Bi*iceijne  sub  positive  condition— that  you  should  not  speak  about 

JW^  not  CMiccm  you,  lest  vou  should  hear  what  did  not  please  you.  After 
^ftaf  both  received  and  entertained  you  as  well  as  we  possibly  could,  you  did 
■•*  KTQpIe  to  break  your  word.  This  probably  arises  from  the  facility  with 
ydt  »c  agreed  to  receive  you ;  but  that  siirelv  is  no  excuse,  and  your  conduct, 
*■"*»&,  cannot  be  c^nsiilercd  as  honourable.'*  Having  concluded  her  speech, 
■"Sfctetk  the  fl(»nr  with  her  fool,  and  clapped  hrr  hands  three  limes,  and  called 
•J.**  :  klv!"     A  drtor  immniiaifly  opened,  and  seven  strong  powerful 

■«  iit-d  m  with  scimitars  in  their  hands,  and  each  seized  one  of  the 

^^^^■^^1^       ■■■■  -       ■■ 
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company.  They  threw  them  to  the  ground,  drew  them  tn[o  the  middle  of  Ok  ball, 
and  were  prepannE:  to  take  off  their  heads. 

We  may  easily  conceive  what  was  the  alarm  of  the  catiph.  He  repented,  bat 
too  bte,  at  not  h.tvin^  followed  the  advice  of  his  viiier.  In  the  meantime  this 
unfortunate  prince,  liiafar.  Mesrour,  the  porter,  and  three  calenders,  were  aboat 
to  pay  wiUi  their  lives  for  their  indiscreet  curiosity ;  but  before  they  received  the 
&tal  stroke,  one  of  ihc  slaves  said  toiifobeidi  and  her  sisters."  High,  powerful,  and 
respected  mistresses,  do  you  command  us  to  cut  their  throats?"  "  Stop,"  answered 
Zobeidd, "  it  is  necessary  ttrst  to  interrogate  ihcm."  "  Madam,"  cried  the  .iffrighted 
portef,  "in  the  nameof'Ciod  do  not  make  me  die  for  the  crime  of  another.  I  am 
inoocent,  and  they  only  are  guitt\-.  Alas!"  he  continued,  weeping,  "we  were 
pausing  the  time  so  agreeably.  These  one-eyed  calenders  are  the  cause  of  this 
misfonune ;  there  is  not  even  a  city  that  would  not  be  ruined  by  men  of  such  ill- 
6ivourcd  countenances.  1  entreat  you,  madam,  not  to  confouiul  the  hrst  with  the 
lost,  and  remember,  it  is  much  more  commendable  to  pardon  a  misciuble  wretch 
hke  inc.  deprived  of  all  nssisuncc,  tbaa  to  overwhelm  him  with  your  power  and 
sacrilice  him  to  vour  rcbenlmcnt" 

Zobcid^,  in  spitt-  of  her  anj^er,  could  not  help  bughing  inwardly  at  the  lameoi* 
ations  of  the  porter.  Itut  wiUiout  paying  any  allcntiun  to  him,  she  addressed 
herself  again  lo  ihc  others.  "Answer  me,"  Mid  she. "and  tell  me  «ho  you  are; 
if  not,  you  have  only  an  instant  to  live.  I  cannot  believe  lh.'\t  you  arc  honour- 
able men,  or  persons  of  authority  or  distinction  in  whatever  countr)'  you  call  your 
own.  U  that  had  been  the  case,  you  would  tuvc  paid  more  attention  and  marc 
Tespctrt  to  us." 

The  caliph,  being  naturally  impatient.  suHered  infinitely  more  than  the  rest«at 
finding  hh  life  depending  upon  the  commands  of  an  offended  and  justly  irriuted 
woman:  but  he  began  to  conceive  there  were  some  hopes  when  he  found  chat 
ihc  wished  to  know  who  t\icy  a\1  were,  as  he  im.igined  she  wuuld  by  no  means 
tjkc  .\way  hi&  lift*,  when  she  sliould  tie  informed  of  his  T.ink.  Il  was  for  this 
reason  that  he  whispered  to  his  vitier.  who  was  near  him,  insuntly  to  declare  who 
he  was.     But  this  wise  and  prudent  minister,  wishing  to  prcser\-e  ttte  honour  of 
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r,  and  bcis^  unwilltnj?  to  make  public  the  great  affront  he  had  brought 
seif,  anwer«l,  "  Wc  sulTcr  only  what  we  deserve'  When,  however,  in 
to  the  caliph,  he  M'islied  to  speak,  Zubeid^  would  not  give  him  time. 
Sbe  anmediaiely  addressed  herself  lo  the  three  calenders,  and  obsening  that 
tfcey  wue  all  three  blind  with  one  eye,  she  a&ked  if  they  were  brothcre.  *'  No, 
awwiin,  ''uuvered  one  of  them  for  the  rest,  "  we  are  not  brothers  by  blood,  but 
only  m  coosequencc  of  tieing  calenders;  that  is,  in  pursuing  and  ob-ien-ing  the 
aome  kind  of  life."  '*  Have  you,"  said  she,  speaking  to  one  of  them  in  particular, 
"lost  the  wght  of  one  eye  from  your  birth  ?'  "  No,  indeed,  madam,""  he  answered ; 
^  I  beauoe  m>  through  a  most  surprismg  idA'encure,  b>'  the  recital  or  perusal  of 
iHktdi,  were  it  written,  every  one  must  derive  advantage.  After  this  misfortune, 
I  fluvcd  mv  beard  and  eyebrows,  and  in  taking  up  the  habit  1  wear,  became  a 
caJender." 

Zobeid^  put  the  same  question  to  the  others,  who  returned  her  the  same  answer 
as  the  hrst.  But  the  last  who  spoke  added,  "To  inform  you,  madam,  that  we 
are  not  common  person;^,  aad  in  order  that  you  should  have  some  pity  for  us,  we 
atuiit  tell  you  thai  we  are  all  the  sons  of  kmgs.  Although  wc  have  never  seen 
iVMCh  other  before  this  evening,  we  have  had  sufficient  time  to  become  acquainted 
,'Wdl  this  circumstance;  and  I  can  assure  you  that  the  kings  who  have  given  us 
~faiRb,  have  nude  some  noise  in  the  worlcL" 

During  this  speech  Zobeide  became  less  angry,  and  told  the  slaves  to  set  them 

at  Ubcny,  but  at  the  same  iimc  to  rcmam  where  they  were.     "They,"  said  she, 

**wbo  shaD  recount  their  history  to  me,  and  c:«ptain  the  mmivcs  which  brought 

tbem  to  this  house,  shall  suffer  no  ttarm,  but  shall  have  pcrntisi^ion  to  go  where 

j'dkej'  please:  but  such  ns  sbull  refuse  to  give  us  that  satisfuctton  ahail  not  be 

I  wared.'*     The  three  calenders,  the  caliph,  the  grand  vizier  Ciafar,  the  eunuch 

^  jHSrvur,  and  ilie  porter  were  all  on  ihc  carpet  in  the  middle  of  lite  lull  before 

'  Ae  three  ladies,  who  sat  on  a  sofa,  with  the  slaves  behmd  tlicm,  ready  to  execute 

anronSers  they  might  receive. 

_  Tb«  porter,  understanding  that  hc  had  only  to  relate  his  history  in  order  to  be 
fiom  so  great  a  danger,  spoke  first  "You  arc  already  acquainted, 
I,"  he  said,  "  with  my  histor>-  and  what  brought  mc  lo  your  house.  What 
Ittife  to  relate,  therefore,  will  soon  be  finislied.  Your  sister  engaged  me  this 
[•Dwratttg  at  the  place  where  1  take  my  stand  in  quality  of  a  porter,  by  which  I 
ivour  la  gain  a  living.  I  followed  her  to  a  wine  merchant's,  to  a  herb-seller's, 
'  an  orange  merchant's,  and  to  those  who  sell  almonds,  nuts,  and  other  dried 
We  then  went  lo  a  confectioner's  and  to  a  druggist's,  from  thence  with 
r|lulcctonmyhead,3sfull  as  it  well  could  be,  I  came  here,  where  you  have  had 
gocdncu  to  suffer  me  to  remain  till  now,  a  favour  1  shall  never  forgcL  This 
dbe  whole  of  my  history." 

When  the  porter  had  concluded.  Zobeid6,  very  well  satisfied  with  him,  said, 
'Savethyselfand  bcgonc,norcvcr  let  us  sec  thecagain."   **I  beg  of  you,  madam," 
~  be,  "to  let  me  rem.tin  a  little  longer.      It  would  1>e  unfair  that  I  should  not 
'  tMr  histories,  .ifier  ihey  h.ive  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  mine."     In  say- 
tiUi  he  took  his  pl.ire  at  the  end  of  the  sof.i,  inily  delightc<l  at  finding  himself 
from  the  d.xn|,xr  which  so  much  alarmed  him.     One  of  the  calenders  next 
and  addrrsamg  himself  to  Zobeidi;  as  the  principal  person,  who  had  com- 
'  them  to  gis-«  an  account  of  tlicmsclvcs,  began  his  history  as  follows. 

THE   HISTORY  OF  THE    FIRST  CALENDER,  THE  SON   OF 

A   Kl.VG. 

N  onkr  to  Inform  you.  madam,  how  I  lost  my  right  eye,  and  the  reason  that 
]  hare  been  obliged  to  uke  the  habit  of  a  cilendcr,  1  must  6rst  begin  by 
yo«  that  I  am  the  son  of  a  king.    My  father  h.nd  a  brother  who,  like  him- 
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■eir,  VMS  ft  monarch  over  a  nrij^hbouring  state.    This  brother  had  two  children, 
a  son  and  a  dnughtcr,  the  furincr  uf  whuiii  wm  neat  my  age. 

When  1  liad  gone  through  all  my  exercises,  .ind  the  king  my  father  thought  fit 
lo  allow  me  a  ccrt.iin  degree  of  liberty^  I  went  regularly  every  year  to  see  my 
uncle,  and  passed  a  month  or  two  at  his  court,  after  which  1  returned  home. 
These  visits  produced  between  the  prince  my  cousin  and  myself,  the  most  inti- 
mate friendihip.  The  la«l  time  I  iaw  him,  he  received  me  wirh  the  dcmaostration 
of  the  greatest  joy  and  tenderness,  more  so  indeed  than  ever;  and  wishing  one 
day  toamuK  me  by  some  great  entertainment,  he  made  extraordinar)'  prcpanition& 
for  it.  We  remained  a  long  time  at  table,  and  after  we  bad  botli  supped^  '*  Vou 
can  Tie\xr,  my  cousin,"  he  said  to  me,  •'possibly  imagine  what  ha^  occupied  my 
thoughts  since  your  last  journey.  Since  you  were  here  last,  I  have  employed  a 
great  number  of  workmen  about  the  design  I  medit.ited.  I  have  erected  a  build- 
ing, which  is  just  finished,  and  we  shall  soon  be  able  to  lodge  there ;  you  ntll  not 
be  sorr\-  to  see  it,  hut  you  must  first  tnke  an  oath  that  you  will  be  both  secret  and 
faithful ;  these  two  things  I  must  require  of  you." 

'Ilic  friendship  and  familiarity  in  which  we  lived  did  not  pcnnit  me  to  nfnse 
him  anything;  1  took,  therefore,  without  hesitauon,  the  oath  ne  required.  "Wait 
for  me  in  this  place."  he  cried,  "and  1  will  be  with  you  in  a  roomenL"  He  did 
not,  in  fact,  deuin  me  long,  but  returned  with  a  female  in  his  hand,  of  very  great 
be.tuly.  and  most  magnificently  dressed. 

Me  did  not  say  who  she  wa«,  nor  did  I  think  it  right  to  inquire.  We  again 
sat  down  to  the  table  with  the  lady,  and  remained  there  some  time,  talking  of 
dii^ercni  things,  and  drinking  bumpers  to  each  other's  health.  The  prince  then 
■aid  to  me,  "  We  h.ive  no  time  to  lose  :  oblige  me  by  taking  this  lady  with  you, 
and  conduct  her  by  such  a  way,  to  a  place  where  you  will  sec  a  tomb,  newly 
erected,  m  the  stiii{>c  of  a  dome.  You  will  easily  know  it,  us  the  door  is  open. 
Knler  there  together,  and  wait  for  nie  ;  1  will  return  directly." 

Faithful  to  my  nath,  I  did  not  wish  to  know  more.  1  presented  my  hand  to 
the  lady  and  following  the  instructions  which  the  prince  my  cousin  had  given 
me,  I  conducted  her  safely,  by  the  Ught  of  the  moon,  without  any  mistake.  We 
had  scarcely  got  to  the  tomb,  when  wc  saw  the  prince,  who  hud  followed  us,  with 
a  smalt  vessel  full  of  water,  a  hoe  or  spade,  and  a  small  sack,  in  which  there  wu 
some  lime  or  mortar.  The  spade  ser\-ed  him  to  destroy  the  empty  sepulchre, 
which  was  in  the  middle  of  the  tomb  ;  he  took  the  stones  away  one  by  one,  and 
placed  them  in  one  comer.  When  he  had  taken  them  all  away,  he  made  a  hole 
in  the  ground,  and  I  perceived  a  trap-dtior  under  the  sepulchre.  He  lifted  it  up, 
and  discovered  the  beginning  of  aAvinding  staircase.  My  cousin,  then  .iddressing 
himself  to  the  lady,  said, "  This  is  the  way,  madam,  that  leads  to  the  place  I  have 
mentioned  to  you."    At  these  wortls  the  lady  approached  and  descended  the 


docs  all  this  mean  ? "    *'  That  is  of  no  consequence,"  he  answered  ;  "  you  may 
return  by  the  same  way  you  came." 

I  was  unable  to  Iram  anythmg  more  from  him,  and  was  obliged  to  uke  my 
leave  of  hiin.  In  returning  to  my  uncle's  palace,  the  vapour  of  tlic  wine  I  had 
before  drunk  began  to  atfeci  my  head.  1  nevertheless  reached  my  apartment, 
and  retired  to  rest.  On  waking  the  next  mominff,  I  made  many  reflecttons  on 
the  occurrences  of  the  night  before,  and  recalled  all  the  circumstances  of  io 
singular  an  adventure  to  my  recollcciiorL  The  whole  appeared  to  me  to  be  a 
dream.  I  was  so  much  persuaded  of  it.  that  I  sent  to  know  if  the  prince  ray 
cooiin  wa^  yet  dressed.  Ihit  when  ihey  brought  me  word  that  he  had  not  slept 
at  home,  nor  did  they  know  what  was  become  of  him,  and  were  very  much  dis- 
trOMcd  at  it.  1  concluded  ihat  the  strange  .idvcnmre  of  the  tnmb  wx-i  too  tru«. 
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Tbb  afHirtrtl  tne  very  much,  and  keepings  myself  in  private,  T  went  secretly  to 
the  tK  '  riy,  or  t»u rial- place,  where  there  were  a  great  many  tombs 

suBiur  '  '  iicn  I  had  before  seen.     I  passed  the  day  in  examining  them 

all,  btu  wm  unable  to  discover  ihe  one  I  searched  for.  I  spent  four  days  in  tht 
same  ludcss  pursuiL 

h  i)  necessir>-  for  me  lo  inform  you,  ihat  the  king  my  uncle  was  absent  during 
ibe  irbolc  oi  this  time.  He  had  been  for  some  time  on  a  hunting  party.  I  was 
•sxry  unwiUins  to  wait  for  bis  cominff  back,  and  hiving^  requested  his  ministers 
to  make  my  excuses  for  going,  1  strt  out  on  my  return  to  my  father's  coun,  from 
■%■'<  '  '  •  nut  accustomed  to  iiuikc  <90  lon^  a  stay.  I  left  my  uncle's  ministers 
\ '  ilistressed  at  not  being  able  to  discover  wliat  was  bectnnc  of  the 

'  as  I  could  not  vioLste  the  oath  I  had  taken  to  keep  tlie  secret,  I 
--.sen  [heir  anxiety  by  informing  ihcm  of  any  part  of  what  1  knew. 

i  ..iiiii-u  at  the  capital  of  my  father,  and,  contrary  to  the  usual  custom,  1  dis- 
co\eml  at  the  gate  of  tlic  palace  a  large  guard,  by  whom  I  was  immediately 
lurrfjunded.  I  demanded  the  reason  of  this,  when  an  officer  answered,  "  The 
army,  pnnce,  has  acknowledged  the  grand  vizier  as  kmg  m  the  room  of  your 
falbcr,  who  is  dead,  and  I  arrest  you  as  prisoner  on  behalf  of  the  new  kmg.''  At 
ifacK  words  die  guard  seized  roe,  and  conducted  mu  before  tlie  tyranL  Judge, 
nadatn,  what  was  my  surpri&c  and  grief. 

The  rebellious  viiier  had  conceived  a  strong  liatrcd  against  me,  which  he  had 
for  a  long  time  cherished.  The  cause  of  it  was  as  foUows.  When  I  was  very 
yoaatS  I  *^s  '^"'^  ^'^  shooting  witli  a  crossbon*.  One  day  I  took  one  to  the  top 
of  Ibe  palace,  and  amused  myself  with  it  on  the  terrace.  A  bird  happened  lo  fly 
bcibre  me  ;  1  shot  at  u,  but  missed  ;  and  the  arrow  b)-  chance  stmclc  the  vizier 
in  the  c^e,  and  put  it  out,  as  he  was  taking  the  air  on  the  terrace  of  his  own 
boose.  As  soon  as  1  was  informed  of  this  accident,  I  went  and  made  my  apologies 
to  biiQ  m  person.  He  did  not,  howe\'er,  fail  to  preserve  a  strong  resentment 
^n?i*ft  me,  of  which  he  gave  ever)-  proof  be  could  when  an  opnortunity  occurred. 
Wboi  he  DOW  found  me  in  his  power,  he  evinced  it  in  the  most  oarbarous  manner. 
Al  MOD  as  he  saw  me  he  ran  towards  mc  m  the  utmost  rage,  and  digging  his 
iufen  into  my  nght  (^t;,  he  tore  it  himself  from  the  sockcL  It  was  in  ibis  way 
tat  I  became  bhnd. 

Bat  the  usurper  did  not  confine  his  cruelty  to  this  action  alone.  He  ordered 
ae  to  be  imprisoned  in  a  sort  of  cage,  and  to  be  carried  in  this  manner  to  some 
datXBt  place,  where  the  executioner,  after  cutting  off  my  head,  was  to  leave  my 
boity exposed  to  the  birds  of  prey.  The  executioner  mounted  his  horse,  accom- 
paaied  by  another  man,  and  carried  mc  with  him.  He  did  not  stop  till  became 
to  a  pbcc  proper  for  the  execution  of  his  order.  I  made,  however,  so  good  a  use 
ef  cntmtjes,  pr3)-ers.  and  tears,  that  I  c\cited  his  compassion.  "  Go."  said  he 
tone,  "(Vp.irT  instandy  out  of  the  kingdom,  and  take  care  never  to  return  ;  il 

radc  "ly  encounter  certain  destruction,  and  will  he  the  cause  of  mine." 

Ihar.r.  -r  the  £avour  he  did  me.  and  I  w;is  no  sooner  alone  than  I  con- 

toW  nysclf  for  the  loss  of  my  c>'c,  by  reflecting  that  1  had  just  escaped  from  a 
pttlKr  misfortune. 

htiat  slate  in  which  I  «-aa  I  could  not  get  on  very  fast.  During  the  day  I 
QMceilod  myself  m  unfrequented  and  secret  f^aces.  and  travelled  by  night  as  far 
■•rstm^h  would  permit  inc.  Al  length  I  arrived  in  the  country  belonging 
kubekinR  mv  uncle,  .nnd  I  pnn:ceded  directly  to  the  capital. 

>tail  of  the  dre.ndful  cause  of  my  return,  and  of  the  miserable 

saw  mc.     "  Alas  !  "  cried  he,  "  wa*;  it  not  sufficient  to  lose  my 

'  im  the  dcith  of  a  brother,  whom  I  dcirlv  lo\-cd.  and  find 

ijte  to  which  von  nrc  rediirrd?''    H*.-  informed  mc  of  the 

d  from  not  being  able  to  Icam  any  tidings  of  his  son,  in 


1p 

Wiioihed. 

**Wllf  h. 


Wc  at  all  the  inipiines  he  had  made  and  all  the  diligence  he  had  used.     The 


tears  ran  from  the  eyes  of  this  unfortunate  ^thcr  in  giving  me  this  account,  and 
he  appeared  to  me  so  much  afflicted  tlmt  J  could  not  resist  his  grief,  nor  could  I 
keep  tiie  oaih  I  liad  pledged  lo  my  cousin.  1  then  related  to  the  king  everything 
that  had  fonncrly  passed. 

Me  lifttened  to  me  with  some  son  of  consolation,  and  when  I  had  finished,  he 
said,  "The  rental,  my  dear  nephew,  you  have  given  me  affords  me  some  little 
hope.  I  well  know  tjiat  my  son  built  such  a  tomb,  and  I  know  very  nearly  on 
what  spot.  With  the  rccoUeaion.  also,  which  vtni  may  have,  1  tlatter  myself  we 
may  discover  iL  But  since  he  has  done  all  tJiis  so  secretly,  and  reouired  you 
also  to  keep  it  unknown,  I  am  of  opinion  that  wc  two  only  should  make  iJie  search. 
in  order  lo  avoid  its  being  gencially  known  and  talked  of."  He  had  also  another 
roason,  which  he  did  not  inform  me  of,  for  wishing  to  keep  this  a  secret  The 
reason,  as  the  conclusion  of  my  histor>'  will  show,  was  a  \-ery  important  one. 

We  each  of  us  disguised  oursidves^and  went  out  by  a  garden  gate  which  opened 
into  the  helds.  Wc  were  fortunate  enough  very  soon  to  discover  the  object  of 
our  search.  I  immediately  recognized  the  tomb,  at  which  I  was  the  more  rejoiced 
as  I  bad  before  searched  for  it  so  long  to  no  purpose.  We  entered,  and  found 
the  iron  trap-door  shut  down  upon  lite  opening  to  the  stairs.  Wc  had  great 
difficulty  in  lifline  ii  up,  because  the  prince  bad  cemented  it  down  with  the  lime 
and  the  water,  wBich  I  mentioned  his  having  carried :  at  last,  however,  we  got  it 
up.  My  uncle  vras  the  first  who  descended,  and  I  followed.  We  went  down 
aoout  tifiy  steps,  when  wc  found  ourselves  at  the  bottom  of  the  stairs  in  a  sort  of 
anteroom,  which  was  full  of  a  tliick  smoke,  ven-  unpleasant  to  the  smell,  and 
which  obscured  the  light  thrown  fr^m  a  very  brilliant  lustre. 

From  this  antechamber  we  passed  on  to  one  much  larger,  the  roof  of  which 
was  supported  by  large  columns,  and  illumin.itcd  by  many  lustres.  In  the  middle 
there  was  a  dttem.  and  on  each  side  wc  observed  various  sons  of  provisioiu. 
We  were  much  surprised  at  not  seeing  any  one.    Opposite  to  us  there  wm  a 


nisedwbitowbkh  ihey  ascended  by  some  steps,  .ind  beyond  this  there  appeared 
a  very  twRe  bed,  the  curtains  of  which  were  drnwn.  The  king  went  up,  and  un- 
dnwtng  them,  discovered  the  prince  hi«  son  and  the  lady  close  together,  bm 
bornt  ^k)  i:hAn;,'ed  Into  .1  coal,  as  if  they  had  been  thron-n  on  to  an  immense  6re. 
and  had  been  taken  off  before  they  were  consumed.  What  surprised  me  even 
nwre  tlian  tins  sight  itself  was,  that  mv  uncle  did  not  evince  any  sorrow  or  regret 
at  neing  his  sun  in  thi^  horrid  state,  he  spat  in  his  face,  and  said  in  an  enraged 
SUimer,  "  Sec  what  is  the  punislunent  of  tliia  world,  but  that  of  the  next  will  be 
ctcmaj.'*  Nut  sjiisiied  with  snpng  this,  he  pulled  off  his  slipper  and  gave  his 
BfclcM  son  a  great  blow  on  his  cheek. 

]  cannot  eiprcss  the  astonishment  I  felt  at  seeing  the  king  my  uncle  treat  his 
in  thai  manner  after  his  death.    "  Sire,"  said  I  to  him,  '*  howe\-er  violent  my 
may  be  at  seeing  so  heartrending  an  object,  yet  I  cannot  yield  to  it  without 
Inquiring:  of  your  m-ijestj*,  wh.11  crime  the  prince  my  cousin  can  hax-e  com- 
liaed,  that  his  remains  should  deserve  such  treatment"   The  king  thus  replied: 
'  Srphcw,  I  must  inform  you  that  my  son,  unwortliy  such  a  title,  loved  his  sister 
from  '  I  years,  and  was  eoually  beloved  by  her.    I  rather  encouraged 

their  ■  ,,  ■"idship,  because  I  aid  not  foresee  the  danger  that  was  to  ensue, 
AoJ  wbo  tvuld  have  foreseen  it  ?  This  afTectton  incrensea  with  their  vears,  and 
rracbed  to  surh  a  pitch  that  I  dreaded  the  consequences.  I  applieci  the  only 
Ijr  then  in  my  power.  I  severely  reprimanded  my  son  for  his  conduct,  and 
jted  to  him  the  horrors  that  would  arise  if  he  persisted  in  it,  and  the 
shame  thai  would  tarnish  our  Camily  if  he  indulged  himself  in  so  criminal 
paskkm. 

"  1  talked  to  his  sbtcr  in  the  same  terms,  and  confined  her,  that  she  might  have 
ftntber  communiciiion  with  her  brother.  But  the  unhappy  girl  had  tasted  of 
poOKra,  and  all  the  ubstaclcs  that  my  prudence  suggested  only  irritated  her 

*My  Mm,  well  persuaded  that  his  sister  continued  to  love  him,  prepared  this 
asylum,  under  pretemx  of  building  a  tomb,  hoping  some  day  to 
an  opportunity  of  gcltmg  access  to  the  object  of  bis  unnoly  passion,  and 
'tag  tier  in  this  place.  He  cho5e  the  moment  of  my  abjence  to  force  the 
us  sister,  which  is  a  circumstance  that  my  honour  will  not  allow  me  to 
pitiBih  Aftrr  this  criminal  deed  he  shut  himself  up  with  her  in  this  buikltng, 
vAnch  be  fumi<Jied,  as  you  perceive,  vt-iih  all  sons  of  pro\-isions,  to  be  .ible  to 
nioy  for  a  length  of  time  his  detestable  amours,  which  must  create  horror  in  all 
who  hear  of  them.  But  (iod  would  not  suffer  such  an  abominable  crime,  and  has 
fai^  pvniabed  each  of  them."  He  wept  bitterly  on  finishing  these  words,  and  I 
^iHgW*  my  tears  with  his. 

Sane  lime  after  he  cist  hi?  eyes  on  me.  "  But,  my  dear  nephew,"  rcsnmed  be, 
CBbr*ciBg  me.  **  if  I  liavc  tost  an  unworthy  son,  I  may  lind  in  you  a  happy 
fcmntfam  of  my  lo^s^"  The  rcflectinns  which  arose  on  the  unlimclv  end  of  tnc 
|innc«,and  the  princess  his  daughter,  again  drew  tears  from  us  both. 

W«  axended  the  same  stairs .ise  .ind  quitted  this  disimil  atjodc.  We  put  the 
iron  trap-door  in  its  place,  and  covered  it  with  earth  and  the  rubbish  of  the 
buildiqj,  10  cootxal,  aa  much  as  possible,  so  dreadful  an  example  of  the  wrath  of 
GoiL 

We  reCorned  to  the  p.ilare  before  our  absence  h.-ul  been  obscrvxd,  and  shortly 
aflsr  »e  beard  a  confused  noise  of  tnim|>eis,  cymbals,  drums,  and  other  warlike 
luiUuaMiAEi.  A  thick  dust,  which  obfinired  the  air,  soon  informed  us  wh.ii  it  was, 
aad  aaooaiKcd  the  amv.il  of  a  formid.ible  army.  It  was  the  same  viiier  who 
had  dedtfonod  my  Cither  and  taken  possession  of  his  dominions,  and  who  came 
mom  with  a  Urge  number  of  troops  to  seize  those  of  my  uncle. 

Thk  prince,  who  had  only  his  usual  guard,  could  not  resist  so  many  enemies. 
TktJ  lBV«*ed  the  city,  and  as  the  gates  were  opened  to  them  without  resistance. 
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ihcy  soon  ttxilc  possession  of  il.  They  had  not  much  difficulty  to  penetrate 
t)ic  p-^Iacc  vi  the  king,  who  attemfrtccl  to  defend  himself,  but  he  was  killed,  aft( 
hAv-ing  dearly  «iiM  his  life.  On  my  part,  I  fought  for  some  lime;  but  seeing  ihi 
I  must  surrender  if  I  continued,  1  retired,  nnd  had  the  good  fortune  to  escape, 
and  take  refuge  in  the  house  of  on  officer  of  the  king,  on  whose  tidciit)'  I  could 
depend. 

Overcome  with  grief.  ;md  persecuted  by  fortune,  I  had  recourse  to  a  stratagem, 
which  Has  the  la^t  resource  to  pre^cTve  my  life.  I  shaved  my  beard  and  my 
eyebrows,  and  put  on  the  liabit  oi  a  calender,  under  which  di^uise  I  left  the  city 
without  being  recognized.  After  that  it  was  no  difliruU  matter  lo  quit  the 
dominions  of  the  king  my  uncle,  by  tinfrequenied  roads.  I  avoided  the  towns 
tiJI  I  arrived  in  the  empire  of  the  powerful  sovereign  of  all  believers,  the  glohous 
and  renowned  Caliph  Haroun  Alraachid,  when  1  ceased  to  fear.  1  considered 
what  was  my  best  plan,  and  1  resolved  to  come  to  Bagd.id  and  throw  myself  at 
the  feet  of  this  great  monarch,  whose  generosity  is  everywhere  admired.  1  shall 
obtain  compassion,  thought  1,  by  the  recital  of  a  history  so  surprising  as  mine  : 
he  will  no  doubt  commiserate  ttie  fate  of  an  unhappy  pnnce,  and  I  shall  not  im- 
plore his  assistance  In  vain. 

At  U-ngtIi,  after  a  journey  of  several  months,  1  arrived  to-day  at  the  gates  of 
the  city  ;  when  the  evening  c.\n\t  on  I  entered,  and  having  rested  a  little  lime  to 
TtcovKT  my  spirits,  and  ddibeiate  which  way  I  should  turn  my  steps,  this  other 
calender,  who  is  next  to  me,  arrived  also.  He  saluted  me,  and  I  returned  ihe 
compliment  "You  appear,"  said  1,  "a  stranger  liJcc  myself."  "You  are  not 
raiilakcn,"  returned  he.  At  the  very  moment  he  made  this  reply,  the  third 
calender,  whom  you  sec,  came  towards  us.  He  saluted  us,  and  acquainted  us 
that  he  too  was  a  stranger,  and  just  arrived  at  Bagdad.  Like  brothers  we  uttitcd 
together,  and  resolved  never  to  separate. 

But  it  was  late,  and  we  did  not  Icnow  where  to  go  for  a  lodging,  in  a  city  where 
wc  had  never  been  before.  Our  good  fortune,  however,  havmg  conducted  us  to 
vour  door,  we  took  the  liberty  of  knocking  :  you  have  received  us  with  so  much 
benevolence  and  cliarity  that  wc  cannot  sufticicntly  lli:ink  you.  This,  madam, 
is  what  yoo  desired  me  to  relate;  this  was  the  way  in  which  1  lost  niy  right  eye; 
this  was  the  reason  I  have  niy  beard  and  e>ebrows  shaved,  and  why  I  am  at  this 
moment  in  your  company. 

"  Enough,"  said  Zobcidfr;  "we  thank  you,  and  you  may  retire  whenever  yon 
please."  The  calender  cxcuRed  himself,  and  entreated  the  lady  to  allow  him  to 
stay  and  hear  tlie  historv  of  his  two  comp.-vnions,  whom  he  could  not  well  aban- 
don, as  well  as  that  of  ific  three  other  persons  of  the  party. 

The  history  of  the  first  calender  appeared  very  surprising  to  the  whole  com- 
pany, and  particularly  lo  the  caLph.  The  [Mcscncc  uf  the  slaves,  armed  uiib 
iheir  scimitars,  did  not  prevent  him  from  saying  in  a  whisper  to  the  viiier,  "As 
lung  35  I  can  remember,  I  never  licard  anything  to  compare  with  this  history'  of 
the  calender,  though  I  have  been  all  mv'  life  in  the  habit  of  hearing  sinular 
narratives."  He  had  no  sooner  finished  than  the  second  calender  began,  and, 
addressing  himself  to  Zobeidi,  spoke  as  follows. 

THE   HISTORV  OF   THE   SECOND  CALENDER, 
THE   SON*   OF  A  KING. 

O   obey  your   cDmmands,  madam,  and    to  inform  you  by  what 
slr.ingc  adventures  I  lost  my  right  eye,  is  to  give  you  an  account 
of  my  whole  life. 
I  wu  scarcely  more  than  an  infant  when  the  king  my  father  (for  I  too  un  a 
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ivtaiee  by  binh),  obwrvteg  that  1  possessed  great  quickness  of  intellect,  spared 
Bd  paJn«  in  its  culiivjtion.  He  collected  ffnm  evcr\'  part  of  his  dnmiiiions  who- 
ever was  fAtnoiis  for  science  and  a  knowledge  of  the  fine  .iris,  for  (he  purpose  of 
Insinicnrtg  me.  I  no  sooner  knew  how  to  read  and  write  than  I  learnt  by  heart 
ihc  whole  of  the  Koran,  that  admirable  book,  in  which  we  rind  the  basis,  pre- 
cepn^and  rcifulnioos  of  uur  religion.  That  my  knowledge  might  not  be  shallow 
and  sui'cili'  i  tl.  I  perused  the  works  of  the  most  approved  authors  who  have 
m-  "TIC  subject,  and  both  explained  and  illuairated  that  book  by 

tl  ifs.     Tn  this  study  I  added  an  acquaintance  with  all  the  tradi- 

t;  -ni  I'lom  the  mouth  of  our  prophet  by  those  illustrious  men  who  were 

h.  i.Mmnes.     Not  satisfied  with  possessing  a  deep  and  estensfvc  know- 

ledge oi  uur  relit^ion.  I  made  also  a  particular  study  of  our  hislories,  and  became 
mxster  of  polite  liieralure,  of  poctr>*  and  versification.  I  then  applied  myself  to 
jgeography  and  chronology,  and  bccime  anxious  to  attain  a  knowledge  of  our 
own  butj^a^  in  its  grratcsl  purity ;  and  all  this  without  neglecting  those  cxer- 
cues  which  arc  so  suited  to  a  prince.  There  was,  however,  one  thmg  in  which 
I  DMHt  delighted,  and  at  length  excelled,  and  that  wa>  in  forming  the  ckiractcrs 
of  oar  Ambic  l.iDguaf^e;  and  I  surpassed  all  the  writing  in^isters  of  our  kingdom 
wbo  had  ;tcquired  (he  greatest  reiMitation. 

F — -  '— 'towetl  upon  me  even  more  honour  than  I  deserved.    .She  \vas  not 
%  ,  'i  spre.iding  a  report  of  my  talents  throughout  tJie  dominions  of  the 

k-"^  "..  uiher,  but  even  cirricd  the  .iccouni  of  them  to  the  court  of  the  Indies, 
iitiOKi  jiowerful  monarch  became  so  cunouj  to  sec  me,  that  he  sent  an  ambas> 
«ador,  accompanied  with  the  richest  presents  to  my  faOier.  to  request  mc  of  him. 
Thb  embassy,  for  many  reasons,  delighted  him.  He  was  persuaded  that  it  was 
tfac  best  possible  thing  for  a  prince  of  my  age  to  travel  to  foreign  courts ;  and  he 
•as  also  vcrv  well  satisfied  at  forming  n  friendship  with  the  Sultan  of  India.  1 
flct  out  wiib  the  ambas^dor,  but  u-iih  very  few  attendants  and  httle  baggage,  on 
aocotttw  of  the  length  and  difficulties  of  the  way. 

Wfl  had  been  about  a  montli  on  our  journey,  when  we  saw  in  the  distance  an 
imacnK.  ckrad  of  dust,  and  soon  after  wc  discovered  fifty  hor^men,  well  armed. 
Tliejr  were  Tobbcrs^  who  approached  us  at  full  speed.  As  wc  had  ten  horses 
Uden  whh  our  baggage,  and  the  presents  which  I  was  to  make  to  Uic  sultan  in 
my  {atber's  name,  and  as  our  p.irty  consisted  but  of  ver)-  few,  you  may  easily 
bngine  that  the  robbers  .ituicked  us  without  hesitation.  Not  being  able  to  repel 
Cam  by  force,  we  told  ihcm  we  were  the  .imb.issador5  of  the  Sultan  of  Ipoia, 
«nd  vt  hoped  they  would  do  nothing  contrary  to  the  respect  they  owed  to  him. 
By  tbts  wc  thought  we  should  prcsen'c  both  our  equipage  and  our  lives ;  but  the 
iMbbns  insolently  answered,  "  Why  do  you  wish  us  to  respect  the  sultan  your 
MMer?  wr  arc  not  his  subject),  nor  even  wittiin  his  realm."     Havmg  said  this, 

Simcdtately  surruundcd  and  attacked  us  on  nil  sides.  I  defended  myself 
Aft  I  COUM :  but  finding  that  I  was  wounded,  and  seeing  the  ambassador 
oar  stieftdants  ovcrlhron-n,  I  took  ndv^mtnge  of  the  remaining  strength 
ofay  ban«,  who  was  also  wounded,  and  escaped  from  them.  I  pushed  him  on 
as  fu  at  be  would  carT>'  me ;  he  then  suddenly  fell  under  my  weight,  quite  dead 
fn«  btigue  and  the  blood  he  had  lost.  I  disentangled  myself  as  last  as  possiblCK 
Mdobsminf;  that  no  one  pursued  me,  I  supposed  the  robbers  did  not  choose 
'^>*|^ect  the  plunder  ihry  had  acquired. 

liwpnc  me,  then.  mndMn,  alone,  wounded,  destitute  of  every  help,  and  in  a 
PWUTwfagrc  I  \>  re  stranger.    I  was  afraid  of  regaining  the  gre.it  road, 

■^tte  dread  c!  -e  more  into  the  h.-inds  of  the  roW»ers.    After  having 

"^J^  va  mv  wound.  uUich  was  not  dangerous,  1  w.ilked  on  the  rest  of  the  day, 
y^  *  tac  e%-cnmfr  I  .irrivcd  at  the  foot  of  a  mountain,  on  one  side  of  which  I 
•'W'tted  a  son  of  cave.  I  went  in.  anrt  passed  the  night  without  any  disttirb* 
^''^  after  having  eaten  some  fruits  which  1  had  gathered  as  1  came  along. 
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For  some  da)*s  followiag  I  continued  my  journey  without  meeting  with  any 
plAce  where  I  could  re&t;  out  at  the  end  of  about  a  moiiih  i  arriveti  at  a  very 
large  city,  well  inhabited,  and  most  delightfutiy  and  advantageously  situated,  as 
severaJ  nvers  flowed  round  u,  and  caused  a  perpetual  spring.  The  number  of 
agreeable  objects  which  presented  themselves  to  my  eyes  exciied  sn  grcai  a  joy. 
that  it  suspended  for  u  mumcnt  the  poignant  rcgrci  I  felt  at  rinding  myself  in  so 
miserable  a  situatioa     M  y  whole  face,  as  well  as  my  hands  and  feci.'  were  of  a 

brown  tawny  colour,  for  the  sun  had 
quite  burnt  mc:  and  my  slippers 
were  so  completely  worn  out  by 
walking,  that  I  was  obliged  to  travel 
barefoot ;  besides  this,  my  clothes 
were  all  in  rags. 

1  entered  the  town  in  order  to 
team  the  language  spoken,  and 
thence  to  find  out  where  I  was.  I 
addressed  myself  to  a  tailor,  who 
was  at  work  in  his  shop.  On  account 
of  my  youth,  and  a  certain  manner 
about  mc,  which  intimated  1  wa» 
something  better  than  I  .ippc-ared, 
he  made  mc  sit  down  near  him.  He 
asked  me  who  I  was,  where  I  came 
from,  and  wh.-it  h.id  brought  mc  to 
that  place.  1  concealed  nothing 
from  him,  but  infurnicd  liim  m 
every  circumstance  that  had  hap- 
pened tu  mc,  and  did  not  e\-cn  hc?ii- 
tatc  at  discovcnng  niy  name.  The 
laiior  listened  to  mc  vcr>'  ^ittentivelv; 
but  when  I  had  finished  my  na 
tion,  instead  of  giving  mc  any  c 
solalion,  he  augmented  mv  troubli 
"  Take  care,"  said  he  to  mc,  "  that 
you  do  not  place  the  same  confi- 
dence in  any  one  else  that  you  have 
in  me,  for  the  prince  who  reigns  in 
this  kingdom  is  the  greatest  enemy  of  the  king  vour  father :  and  if  he  should  be 
informed  of  your  arrival  in  this  citj-,  I  doubt  not  but  he  will  inflict  some  evil  upon 
you."  1  readilv  believed  the  sincerity  of  the  tailor,  when  lie  told  mc  the  name 
of  the  prince :  but  as  the  enmity  between  my  father  and  him  has  no  connection 
with  my  adventures,  I  shall  not,  madain,  enter  into  any  detail  of  iL 

I  thanked  the  tailor  for  the  advice  he  had  given  me,  and  told  him  that  \  placed 
implicit  faith  in  his  good  counsel,  and  should  never  forget  the  favour  1  received 
from  him.  An  he  supposed  I  wa^  not  dencient  in  appetite,  he  brought  me  some- 
thing to  eat,  and  ofTeretl  me  even  an  apartment  at  his  house,  which  I  accepted. 

Some  days  after  my  arrival,  the  tailor,  remarking  that  1  was  tolerably  reco- 
vered from  Uic  effects  of  my  long  and  painful  joumei",  and  being  a«-arc  that  most 
of  the  princes  of  our  rcli^ton  had  the  precaution,  in  order  to  guard  against  any 
reverse  of  fortune,  to  make  themselves  acquainted  tvith  some  art  or  trade,  in 
Bssist  them  in  case  of  want,  asked  me  if  1  knew  anything  by  which  I  could  acquire 
a  livelihood,  without  being  chargeable  to  anybody.  I  luld  him  that  I  was  well 
versed  in  the  science  of  laws,  both  human  .md  divine;  that  1  u-is-i  grammarian, 
a  poet,  and,  above  all,  tJiat  1  wrote  remarkably  well  "  With  all  this,"  he  replied, 
**  you  will  not  in  this  country  procure  a  niorscl  of  bread :  nothing  is  more  useless 
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Ikcre  Jan  this  land  of  knowledge.  If  you  wish  to  follow  my  advice,"  he  added, 
**  you  wlU  procure  a  short  jackel,  and  as  you  are  strong  and  of  good  conuilution, 
ytM  may  go  into  the  neighbouring  forest  and  cut  wood  fnr  fiiei.  You  may  then 
g*i  and  expose  it  for  sale  in  the  niarkci,  and  I  assure  you  that  you  may  acquire  a 
astull  tncome,  but  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  live  independently  of  every*  one. 
^y  'Jicse  means  you  will  be  enabled  to  wait  till  Heaven  shall  become  favourable 
KOI  T°t*i  *^^  t>U  "^^  cloud  of  bad  fortune  which  hangs  over  you,  and  obliges  you 
n9«cinccal  your  birth,  shall  have  blown  over.  1  will  furnish  you  witli  a  cord  and 
tkatdKt."  The  fear  of  being  known,  and  the  necessity  of  supporting  myself, 
«ic^CTmincd  mc  to  pursue  this  plan,  in  spite  of  the  degradation  and  pain  which 
wren:  attached  to  it 

The  next  day  the-tailor  brought  nic  a  hatchet  and  a  cord,  and  also  a  short 

|adtet,and  reconuncTKling  mc  to  some  i>oor  people  who  obtained  their  hvelihood 

m  the  ume  manner,  he  requested  them  to  take  me  with  them.  They  conducted 

VDcuthc  fbre^,  and  from  this  time  I  regularly  brought  back  upon  my  head  a 

large  bundle  of  wood,  which  1  sold  for  a  small  piece  of  gold  money  current  in 

l^  country ;  for  although  the  forest  was  not  (ar  oft",  wood  was  nc%'crthcless  dear 

t»  (fcitdty,  because  there  were  few  men  who  gave  themselves  tlic  trouble  of  going 

to  cft  it    1  9oon  acifuircd  a  considerable  sum,  and  was  enabled  to  repay  the 

tailw  what  he  had  expended  on  my  accounL 

Ibil  piiised  more  ihan  a  year  in  this  mode  of  life  when,  having  one  day  gone 
deeper  into  the  forest  than  usual,  I  came  to  a  very  pleasant  sjtot,  where  I  began 
lOQllmy  wood.  In  cutting  up  ihe  root  of  a  tree,  I  discovered  an  iron  ring  fas- 
KDed  to  a  trap-door  of  the  same  material.  1  immediately  cleared  away  the  earth 
^  cawed  it,  and  on  lifting  it  up  I  perceived  a  staircase,  by  which  I  descended, 
vi^myhuchei  m  my  h^ind  When  1  got  to  the  bottom  of  the  stairs,  J  found 
"TXtf  in  a  vast  palace,  which  struck  mc  very  much  by  the  great  brilliancy  with 
^bA  it  was  tlluminaled,  as  much  so,  indeed,  as  if  it  had  been  built  on  the  most 

?a  ipot  aboveground.     1  went  forw.ird  along  a  gallery  supponed  on  columns 

rp^Bt  the  bases  and  capitals  of  which  were  of  massive  gold,  but  stopped  sud- 
nty  on  b^ioldinf;  a  lady,  who  appeared  to  have  so  noble  and  graceful  an  air. 
■■d  loposBCSS  lucJl  extraordinary  beauty,  that  my  attention  was  taken  off  from 
my  omer  otgect,  and  my  eyes  hxed  on  her  alone. 
Tppraveat  this  beautiful  lady  from  having  the  trouble  of  coming  to  me,  1  made 
kuietowards  her;  and  while  1  was  making  a  most  respectful  reverence,  she  said 

tone, "Who  arc  you.a  man  or  a  genius?"  "  I  ama  man,  madam,"  I  answered. 
CnttBE  up, "  aor  have  I  any  commerce  with  genii.''  '*  By  what  adventure,"  replied 
<be,nhadeep  sigh,  "have  you  come  here?  1  have  remained  here  more  than 
t^anr>4ve  yean,  and  during  the  whole  of  that  time  I  have  seen  no  other  man 
tbayoomll- 

Kcr  ficmt  beauty,  which  had  already  made  a  deep  Impression  on  me,  together 
ntt  the  mildness  and  good  humour  with  which  she  received  me.  made  me  bold 
<B^h  to  a«y» "  Before,  madam,  I  have  the  honour  of  satisfying  your  curiosity, 
rnni  ne  to  tell  you  that  I  feel  highly  delighted  at  this  unexpected  interview^ 
^*idi  cffen  mc  the  means  both  of  consoling  myself  under  the  affliction  in  which 
Iin.and  perhaps  of  making  you  happier  than  you  now  are."  J  then  faithfully 
^Md  10  her  by  what  strange  accident  she  saw  in  me  the  son  of  a  king,  why  J 
•fftand  to  her  in  that  condition,  and  how  .icrident  had  discovered  to  mc  the 
HHinee  mto  the  magnificent  prison  in  which  J  found  her,  and  of  which  from  all 
■VpBtancc  she  was  heartily  tired.  "Alas I  prince,"  she  replied,  ag.iin  sighing, 
*>w»tty  tnily  say  this  rich  and  superb  prison  is  unplcasing  and  wearisome.  The 
■nicnauuiliag  spots  cannot  afford  delight  when  wc  are  there  against  our  wills. 
"  il  (nuible  you  have  never  heard  any  one  speak  of  the  great  Kpicimarus,  King 
^^  Ebony  Isle,  a  place  so  called  from  the  great  quantity  of  that  precious  wood 
"^  it  produces?    I  am  the  princess  his  daughter. 
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"  The  king  my  father  had  chosen  for  my  husband  n  prince,  who  was  my  cousmi 

bui  on  the  very  night  of  our  nuptials,  in  the  midst  of  the  rejoicings  of  the  court 

and  capital  of  the  lilc  of  Ebony,  and  before  1  had  been  given  to  my  husband. 

.geniuit  took  me  away.     I  fainted  almost  the  same  moment  and  lost  all  recul- 

Xtion,  and  when  I  recovered  my  senses  1  fuund  myself  in  thi:s  place.    For  a  lonjL 

lime  I  W.1&  inconsolible,  but  h.ibit  and  ncrc^sity  liavc  reconciled  me  to  the  &tgh| 

fwid  company  of  the  tjcnius.     Twenty-five  ve;ir4  liave  passed,  as  I  have  alrcad] 

told  you,  since  I  first  na^  brought  to  this  place,  in  which  I  must  own  that  I  h.ivt 

evtn  by  wishing,  not  only  cver>Thing  necesiary  for  hfe,  but  whatever  can  satisfy 

a  princess  who  is  fond  of  decoration  and  dress. 

"  Ever)*  ten  da>'5,"  continued  the  princcsH. "  the  genius  comes  and  paues  the 
night  here ;  he  never  sleeps  here  oftencr,  and  gives  us  a  reason  that  he  is  married 
to  another,  who  would  be  je<dou3  of  the  inlidelity  vi  which  he  was  t^ilty.  should 
it  come  to  her  knowledge.     In  the  meantime,  if  I  have  any  ixcasion  for  him.  I 
have  only  to  touch  a  talisman,  which  is  placed  at  the  entrance  of  my  cbuinbcr, 
and  be  amKars.     It  is  now  four  days  since  he  was  here,  and  I  have  therefore 
wait  six  days  more  before  he  again  makes  his  appearance.    Von  therefore 
remain  five  with  me,  if  it  be  agreeable  to  you,  in  order  lo  keep  me  companv;  ai 
I  will  endeavour  to  regale  and  entertain  you  equal  to  your  merit  and  quality.'' 

I  should  hive  thr>ught  myself  too  happy  to  obtain  so  great  a  favour  by  askir 
it  not  to  accept  it  after  so  oUi^ing  an  offer.  The  princess  then  conducted  me  :o 
a  bath,  the  most  elegant,  convenient,  and  at  the  same  time  sumptuous  you  cai^^ 
possibly  imagine.  When  I  came  out,  I  found,  instead  of  my  own  dress,  anotho^H 
very  rich  one,  which  I  )Hit  on,  less  for  its  magni^ccncc  than  to  render  mys^^l 
more  worthy  of  her  nonce. 

We  seated  ourselves  on  a  sofa,  covered  with  superb  drapery,  the  cushions  of 
which  were  of  the  richest  Indian  bn>cade ;  she  then  set  before  me  a  variety  of 
the  most  delicate  and  rare  dishes.  \Vc  ate  together,  and  passed  the  remainder 
of  the  day  very  agreeably. 

The  next  day,  m  order  to  devise  c^-cry  method  of  entertaining  roc,  she  pro- 
duced at  dinner  a  Hask  of  vcr>'  old  wine,  the  finest  t  ever  tasted;  and  to  please 
me  she  drank  several  glasses  with  me. 

I  no  sooner  found  my  head  rather  heated  niih  this  agreeable  liquor  *.hnn  I  said* 
"Ileauliful  princess,  you  have  been  buried  here  alive  much  too  long;  follow  me, 
and  go  and  enjoy  the  bnghtncss  of  the  genuine  day,  of  which  for  so  many  yean 
you  have  been  deprived.  Abandon  this  faUc  though  brilliant  light  youhat-c  hac.* 
"Let  us  talk  no  more,  prince,"  she  answered,  smiling,  "on  this  subject.  I  value 
not  the  most  beautiful  day  in  the  world  if  you  will  pass  nine  with  me  here,  and 
give  up  the  tenth  to  the  genius."  "  Princess,"  I  replied,  "  I  sec  very  well  that  it 
is  the  drcid  you  have  of  the  genius  whicli  makes  you  hold  this  language.  As  far 
mj-sclf,  1  fear  him  so  little  lliat  I  am  detcnnined  to  break  hi%  talisman  tn  pieces, 
witli  tlie  magic  si>cll  that  is  inscribed  upon  iL  Let  him  then  come  ;  I  will  wait 
for  him,  and  however  brave  and  however  formidable  he  may  be.  I  will  m-ike  him 
feel  the  weight  of  my  ann.  I  have  taken  an  atth  to  extrrmm.-ite  all  the  genii  t^l 
the  world,  and  he  shall  lie  the  first."  The  princess,  who  knew  the  consequcnd^l 
of  this  conduct,  conjured  me  not  to  tnurh  the  uhsman.  "  Alas  ! "  she  cried,  "it 
will  be  the  means  of  destroying  both  vou  .\nd  m>-sclf.  1  am  better  acquamlcd 
with  the  dispositions  of  genii  than  you  can  be."  The  wine  I  had  drunk  pre- 
vented me  from  acknowledging  the  propriety  of  her  reasons:  I  kicked  down  the 
talisman  and  broke  it  in  pieces. 

This  was  no  sooner  done  than  the  whole  palace  shook  as  if  ready  to  fiiU  to 
atoms,  accompanied  with  a  most  ilrcadful  noise  like  thunder,  and  flashes  a( 
lightning,  which  heightened  sli^  more  the  intermediate  gloom.  TTiij  formidable 
adventure  in  a  moment  dissipated  the  fumes  of  the  wine,  and  made  me  own, 
though  loo  late,  the  fault  I  had  committed  "Princess,"  1  exclaimed, "what  doe* 
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■ft  lUi  flKan  ?"    Without  thinkin]^  of  her  an-n  misforttinc,  and  nUrmed  only  for 
M^  ihc«  in  A  fright,  answered,  "  Aia» !  it  U  all  mer  with  you,  unless  you  savo 
jpoondf  by  flighL" 
1  Mowed  ber  advice ;  and  my  fear  was  so  great  Uuit  I  forgot  my  hatchet  and 
cord.     I  had  hardly  gained  the  staircaae  by  which  t  descended,  than  the 
Med  palacs  opened  to  aAbrd  a  pntsage  to  the  eenius.    **  What  has  hap- 
l»  you,  and  why  have  you  called  me?"  he  dcnunded  of  the  pnnceu 
a  aasry  tone.  "  A  violent  pain,"  rcpUed  the  princess,  "  obliged  me  to  search 
'dtt  bcMlie  which  you  see  :   I  drinV  Iwo  or  three  ({I^lsscs,  and  unfortunatdy 
a  fillte  ttcp,  I  fell  upon  the  UlisiiLin,  which  I  tlius  broke.     There  is  rto 
cause."    At  this  answer  ilie  ycniui,  in  ibe  utmost  rage,  exclaimed,  "  You 
both  imprudeni  and  dccciil'ul  :  how  cime  this  hatchet  and  this  cord  here, 
I?*    "1  have  newr  ■"■■■'■  -itr-i.,."  replied  she,  "  till  this  instant     Perhaps,  in 
:  and  unpetuo  <  h  you  c-tme,  you  have  taken  them  up  in  pas»- 

AtoinepUtc.  hiDitghl  them  here  without  observing  them." 

1m  rtpucd  i>ni>  !>,  .11     I   hci  and  blows,  of  which  I  couldly  plainly 
dw  sound.     It  dl^:l    ->-'- :  nic  beyond  muLsuro  to  hear  the  cnes  and 
_'  of  the  princess  who  was  thu^  cnicUy  used.     1  had  already  taken  otf  the 
.  which  the  had  made  me  put  on,  and  rciumcd  my  own,  which  I  had  carried 
:  «Btrca»e  the  day  befon,  after  1  had  been  in  the  batli.    I  proceeded  thera- 
!  np  dw  itain,  MS  I  was  the  mora  penetrated  with  grief  ana  compasaion  on 
:  of  having  been  the  cause  of  luch  a  misforltme.  and  as  I  should  beoome 
crimiwu  and  ungrateful  of  men  in  thus  sacriticing  the  most  beaatifiil 
I  on  t-  ''~  barbarity  of  an  implacable  genius.     **  It  is  true,"  said  I 

t»  awaeH  *  i  '  been  a  prisoner  fur  five  ami  twenty  >-ean  :  but,  except- 

te(  umy,  »bc  hail  nottaiag  to  wiih  for  m  order  to  be  h.ip(>y.  My  conduct  has 
fM  as  «M  to  Iw  bappineu,  and  rai^nl  ihc  cruelty  of  .\  mercile«  demon  to  its 
•mnmilL'  1  then  shut  down  the  trap-door,  covered  it  ovTr  with  the  canh. 
wlMnK^I  to  the  City  with  a  load  of  wood,  which  1  collected,  without  even 
what  1  wai  aboutr  so  much  was  I  absorbed  and  afflicted  at  what  had 

(y  hoti,  tha  tailor,  eqiresud  great  joy  at  my  return,  "  Your  absence."  laid 
ha, "  haa  cunad  nw  noch  oneakineu  on  account  of  the  secret  of  your  binh,  with 
which  jma  have  witnwed  ma.  I  knewnot  what  to  think,  ami  began  to  fear  some 
fat  have  recqgnucd  you.  God  be  praised  that  you  ore  come  back."  I 
hkn  onch  fat  hu  xcal  and  affixtion,  but  did  not  inform  htm  of  .tnything 
■mI  h^ipened,  nur  of  the  reason  why  1  returned  without  roy  hatchet  and 

I  rvCkad  to  my  chamber,  where  I  reproached  m>'sclf  a  thousand  timci  iar 

a^r  grtal  imprudence.  **  Notlimi;,"  I  cried,  "could  have  equalled  the  mutual 
hay|ihiai»  of  the  pnnccss  and  m>M:lf.  if  I  had  been  sausiied.and  bad  not  broken 
ihetrikanaa.* 

WhalalwM  alnndanin);  mywif  to  these  afflicting  i^oughts,  the  tanor  entered 
KK!u!L"'l!:i™?*^''  '''  '"*"•  *^'"  ^^  '*'^  ""*  YvKm.  had  brouRht 

!.2ll^7ja  '  '"""**  ""  •*'*  *^y    "  ""^  '^^*  ''^^  informed  b>- 

..      -  MMi.  »adea  inc  tiiior,  "who  went  to  rut  wood  with  x-OTi.  that  >-ou 

iS"".  ^^^y.^^^.H***  **»  '"n*.  a»  *»c  wishc*  to  deliver  thrm  Into  i-oiir  own 
■^.—^J?*!?'**'^     changH  nd  trcmhl«1  frnin  hrad  to  fooL  The 

uflw  la^tind  the  caiMe.  when  v  floor  of  my  rlwmber  o,»ened.   The 

■T^"r*^  no<  the  p3t>en.  t  :..  „ ippearcri.  and  pfc^ented  himwif  to 

*****?  «*•  ,h*li:hei  and  cord.  Thu  was  in  fa- 1  the  icen.ui  who  h.u1  r»vi^h«l  ih« 
■■■■■ill  prucaH  of  the  tsle  of  Ebony, and  who  had  thus  come  in  diwuiw,  after 
i"™*  mttd  hermih  ibe  greaieii  harbaritv.  "  I  .im  a  gennn.-  he«id  to  ui, 
M^^  .  daoiflwr  of  EbKi.  Prinoo  of  tlte  Crtnil  U  not  this  thy  hatchet ?  * 
addad  be,  ad^vssag  me, "  and  i%  not  ihi*  thy  cord  ? " 

^^  ■■hii  gave  me  no  time  to  answer  thcao  quetdoos  •  nor  Indeed  ihootd  I 
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luve  been  able  to  do  so,  as  his  dreadful  presence  made  me  entirely  forget  myselt 
He  took  me  by  ihe  middle  of  ihc  body,  and  dragging  me  out  of  the  cbauiber, 
sprang  into  the  nir,  and  c.iiricd  me  up  tonardi^  heaven  with  so  much  force  and 
Mlerity  that  1  was  sensible  of  the  great  height  to  which  I  had  ascended  before 
I  was  aw-are  of  the  distance  1  had  travelled  in  so  short  a  space  of  time.  He  then 
descended  towards  the  earth,  and  hanng  c:iuscd  it  to  open  by  striking  his  foot 
against  it,  he  sank  into  it,  and  i  instantly  found  m)'sclf  in  the  enchanted  palace, 
and  in  tlic  presence  of  the  beautiful  princess  of  the  Isle  of  Ebony,  lint,  alas  ! 
what  a  sieht !  It  pierced  my  very  inmost  lieart.  Site  was  naked  and  covered 
with  blood,  and  lyingalong  the  ground  more  dead  than  alive,  Kith  her  face  bathed 
in  tears. 

"Pertidious  wretch  !"  said  the  genius,  showing  me  to  her,  "is  not  thb  diy 
lover?"  She  cast  her  languid  eyes  upon  me.  and  in  a  most  sorrowful  tone  an- 
swered, "  I  know  him  not,  nor  have  I  ever  seen  him  till  iliis  instant."  "  What;* 
cried  the  genius,  "dare  you  affirm  you  do  not  know  him,  although  he  is  the  cause 
of  your  being  treated,  and  justly,  m  the  manner  you  have  been?"  "If  I  am  ignorant 
of  him,"  replied  she.  "do  you  wrsh  that  I  should  utter  a  falsehood,  which  would 
prove  his  destruction? '■  "  WcU.  then,"  exclaimed  the  genius,  drawing  hisscimiur, 
and  presenting  it  to  the  princess,  "  if  you  have  never  seen  him.  take  this  scimitar 
and  cut  off  his  head."  *'  How,  alas  ! "  she  answered,  '*  can  I  execute  what  you 
require  of  me?  Mv  strength  is  so  exh.iiisted  that  I  cmnot  lift  up  my  ann  ;  and 
e%'en  were  1  able,  do  you  think  1  could  put  to  death  an  innocent  person  whom  I 
do  not  know  ?  "  "  This  refusal,  then,"  added  the  genius,  "  completely  proves  to 
me  your  cnme."  And  then  turning  to  mt,  lie  said,  "Are  you  too  unacquainj 
with  her?" 

1  should  have  been  the  most  imgrateful  and  most  perfidious  of  men  if  I  

not  preserved  the  same  fidelity  towards  her  which  she  had  done  for  me  ;  1  therfr 
fore  said,  "  Haw  should  I  know  her,  when  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  ever  set 
eyes  upon  her?"  "  If  that  be  true,"  he  replied,  "  take  the  scimitar  and  cot  off 
her  head.  It  is  the  price  I  set  on  your  libcny.  and  the  only  way  to  convince  me 
you  h.ive  never  seen  her  before,  as  yon  .iflfinn."  "  With  all  my  heart,"  I  answered, 
and  took  the  scimitar  in  my  hand.  Do  not,  however,  imagine  that  I  approached 
the  beautiful  princess  of  the  Isle  of  tbony  for  the  purpose  of  becoming  the  in- 
strument of  the  barbarity  of  the  genius  ;  1  did  it  only  to  show  her  by  my  actions, 
as  well  as  I  could,  that  as  she  had  the  courage  to  sacrifice  her  life  from  love  of 
me,  neither  could  1  refuse  to  inmiolatc  myself  also  from  the  same  motive.  The 
princess  comprehended  my  meaning,  and,  in  spite  of  her  pains  and  suffering?, 
gave  me  to  understand  by  her  looks  that  she  sliould  willingly  die,  and  was  well 
satisfied  with  knowing  that  1  was  caually  ready.  I  then  drew  h.ick,  artd  throw- 
ing  the  scimitar  on  the  ground,  saiu  to  the  genius,  "  1  should  be  eternally  con- 
demned by  all  men  if  1  had  the  cowardice  to  murder,  I  u-ill  not  say  a  pcr«»i 
whom  I  do  not  know,  but  a  lady  such  as  I  now  sec,  in  the  slate  in  which  she  is, 
ready  to  expire.  You  maj'  treat  me  as  you  please,  since  i  am  m  your  power,  but 
I  wdl  never  obey  your  barb.irou5  comm-inds  " 

"  I  am  well  awsre,"  baid  the  genius,  "  that  both  of  you  brave  my  rage  and  in- 
sult my  jealousy;  but  you  shall  find  what  I  am  capable  of  b)- the  manner  in 
which  I  shall  treat  you."  At  these  words  the  monster  took  up  the  i^imiur,  and 
cut  off  one  of  Ihe  hands  of  the  princess,  who  had  barely  lime  to  bid  mc  an  eternal 
farewell  with  the  other,  before  the  great  loss  of  blood  from  her  other  wounds, 
added  to  what  flowed  from  the  present,  extinguished  her  life,  not  two  momena 
after  the  perpetration  of  this  last  criielty;  the  sight  of  which  made  mc  faint 

When  I  returned  to  my  senses,  I  compl.tined  to  the  genius  for  sullcring  roe  to 
remain  in  expectation  of  death.     "  Strike  ! "  1  rri«I,  "  I  am  ready  to  receive  Ibo 
mortal  wound,  and  eTf»cct  it  from  yon  .aa  the  i^jreaicsi  favour  you  out  best 
Instead,  bowc\xr,  of  doing  so,  he  said,  "  OK^crro  in  what  mannor  ftna  I 
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they  suspect  of  infidelity.  She  received  yau  here;  and  if  I  were 
Comnnd  that  she  had  done  me  any  further  wrong,  L  would  this  instant  anni- 
you ;  but  1  >hall  content  myself  with  changing  you  into  a  dog.  an  ass,  a 
,ctr  a  bird.  M.ikc  your  choice;  I  wish  not  to  control  you."  These  words 
me  wiroc  hopes  of  softcninj;  him;  I  said.  "  Moderate,  O  powerful  genius, 
'  wrath,  and  since  you  wish  not  to  lake  my  life,  grant  it  me  in  a  generous 
If  you  )Nirdon  me,  I  shatl  always  remember  your  clemency,  as  one  of 
ibCM  of  men  pardoned  his  neighbour,  ivho  bore  him  a  most  deadly  envy." 
^MfBoiuft  iben  o^kcd  me  what  had  passed  between  these  two  neighbours,  when 
}  MM  him,  if  be  vould  have  the  patience  to  listen  to  me,  1  would  relate  tho 
tatory. 

THE  HISTORY  CF  THE  ENVIOUS  MAN,  AND  OF  HIM 
WHO   WAS   ENVIED. 

is*  town  of  BO  inconsidcmblc  importance  there  were  two  men,  who  lived  next 
dogr  to  «ch  oiher.   One  of  ilit-m  was  so  excessively  en%-ious  of  the  other,  that 
^baer  raobcd  lo  change  his  abode,  and  go  and  reside  at  some  distance  from 
««ppo«aj  thai  ncamc!ti  of  reiidence  alone  was  the  cause  of  his  neighbour's 
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ar^mosity ;  for  although  he  was  continually  doing  him  some  friendly  office,  he 
pf^rceived  thai  he  was  not  the  les«  hated.  He  therefore  sold  his  house  and  the 
small  esLiic  lie  had  there,  and  went  to  the  cnpii.il  of  the  kingdom^  which  was  at 
no  great  distance,  and  bought  a  ^tnall  piece  of  ground  about  half  a  league  from 
the  to*Ti,  on  which  there  stood  a  very  convenient  houi>e.  He  had  alio  a  good 
garden  and  a  moderate  court,  In  which  there  was  a  deep  cistern,  that  was  not 
now  used. 

The  good  man  having  made  this  purchase,  put  on  the  habit  of  a  der\-ise.  in 
order  to  pa^^s  his  life  more  auiclly,  ana  made  also  many  cells  in  his  hause.  where 
he  soon  c^t.iblished  a  small  community  of  dcrvise*.  The  report  of  his  Wrtuei 
[wai  soon  more  generally  spread  abroad,  and  failed  not  to  attract  the  anention 
and  visits  of  great  numbers  of  the  principal  mhabitants  as  well  as  common 
people.  At  length  he  became  honoured  and  noticed  b)'  almost  evcr>-  one.  They 
came  from  a  great  distance  to  request  him  to  otTcr  up  his  prayers  for  them;  and 
.all  who  rcmamcd  in  retirement  with  him  publishetl  an  account  of  the  blessings 
tfiey  thought  they  received  frum  Heaven  through  his  means. 

The  great  reputation  of  this  man  at  length  reached  the  town  from  whence  he 
came,  and  the  enviou'i  num  was  so  vexed  that  he  left  his  house  and  all  his  aflatr?, 
with  the  determination  to  go  and  destroy  him.  For  this  purpose  he  went  to  the 
convent  of  the  der^-ises,  whose  chief,  his  former  neighbour,  received  him  with 
ever>'  possible  mark  of  friendship.  The  envious  man  told  him  that  he  was  come 
for  the  express  design  of  communicating  on  affair  of  great  importance  to  him, 
and  which  he  could  only  inform  him  of  in  private.  "  In  short,"  &aid  he,  "  in 
order  that  no  one  miy  hear  us,  let  us,  I  beg  of  vou,  walk  in  your  court ;  and 
when  night  comes  on,  order  all  the  dervises  to  t&eJr  cells."  The  chief  of  the 
dcrviscs  did  as  he  requested. 

When  the  envious  man  found  himself  alone  with  the  good  man.  he  began  to 
relate  to  him  wluic%'Cr  came  into  his  tlioughts,  while  they  walked  from  one  end 
of  the  court  to  the  other,  till,  observing  thcv  were  just  at  the  edge  of  the  well, 
he  i;avc  him  a  push  and  threw  him  into  it.  >to  witness  beheld  this  wicked  deed. 
and  he  directly  went  away,  reached  the  gate  of  the  house,  passed  out  unseen,  and 
{returned  home  well  satisfied  with  his  joumcy,  highlv  pleased  that  the  object  of 
bis  envy  was  at  length  no  more.     In  this,  however,  he  was  deceived. 

Fortunately  for  the  dervise,  this  well  was  inhabited  by  fairies  .and  genii,  who 
were  ready  to  assist  him.  They  caught  .itkI  supported  htm  in  their  arms  in  such 
n  way  that  he  received  not  the  least  injun-.  He  naturally  supposed  there  was 
something  very  extraordinary  in  having  had  such  a  fall  as  ought  to  have  cost  him 
his  life,  and  yet  he  could  neither  see  nor  perceive  anything.  He  soon  after,  how- 
ever, heard  a  voice  say.  "  Do  you  know  anything  of  this  man  to  whom  we  have 
been  so  serviceable?"  when  some  other  voices  answered,  *'  No."  The  first  tli 
tieplied,"  I  will  inform  you.  This  man,  with  the  most  charitable  and  benevole 
intentions  in  the  world,  left  the  town  where  he  lived,  and  came  to  fix  himself 
this  place,  with  the  hopes  of  being  able  to  cure  one  of  his  neighbours  of  the  en 
and  hatred  he  liad  cunceived  against  him.  He  soon  became  so  universally 
teemed  that  the  envious  man  could  not  endure  it,  and  determined,  therefore,  to 

It  an  end  to  his  existence.     This  design  he  u-ould  have  executed  had  it  not 
for  the  assistance  we  atTordcd  this  good  man.  whose  reputation  is  so  great 
the  sultan,  who  re?.idcs  in  the  neighbouring  town,  was  coming  to  visit  him 
lo-morrow,  in  order  to  recommend  the  princess  his  daughter  to  his  prayers." 

Another  voice  then  asked  what  occision  the  princess  had  for  the  praj-ers  of  the 
dervise;  to  which  the  first  ans^yered,  *'Are  you  ignorant,  then,  that  i>hc  is  pos* 
scssed  by  the  power  of  the  genius  Maimoun.  the  son  of  Dimdtm,  who  has  fallen 
in  love  with  her?  Itut  I  know  how  this  good  dervise  can  cure  her.  The  thine 
is  by  no  means  difticull.  as  I  will  inform  you.  In  his  monastery  there  is  a  black 
cat»  which  has  a  white  spot  at  the  end  of  her  tail,  about  the  &iie  of  a  small  pecc 
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of  money.  Let  him  only  pull  out  seven  hairs  from  this  white  spot,  and  bum  them, 
and  then  with  the  smoke  perfume  the  head  of  the  princess.  From  that  moment 
the  will  be  so  thoroughly  cured,  and  free  from  Maimoun,  the  son  of  Dimdim,  that 
be  will  never  again  he  able  to  come  near  her." 

The  chief  of  the  der\'ises  did  not  lose  a  single  syllable  of  this  conversation 
between  the  fairies  and  the  genii,  who  from  this  time  remained  silent  the  whole 
night.  The  next  morning,  as  soon  as  the  day  began  to  break,  and  different  objects 
become  discernible,  the  der\'ise  perceived,  as  the  wall  was  decayed  in  many 
places,  a  hole,  by  which  he  could  get  out  without  any  difficulty. 

The  other  derviscs,  who  were  seeking  after  him,  were  delighted  at  his  appear- 
ance. He  related  to  them,  in  a  few  words,  the  cunning  wickedness  of  the  guest 
he  had  entertained  the  day  before,  and  then  retired  to  his  cell  It  was  not  long 
before  the  black  cat,  which  had  been  mentioned  in  the  discourse  of  the  fairies 
and  genii,  came  to  him  to  be  taken  notice  of  as  usual.  He  then  took  it  up,  and 
plucked  out  seven  hairs  from  the  white  spot  in  its  tail,  and  put  them  aside,  in 
order  to  make  use  of  whenever  he  should  have  occasion  for  them. 

The  sun  had  not  long  risen  above  the  horizon,  when  the  sultan,  who  wished  to 
iKt;tcct  nothing  from  which  he  thought  there  was  any  chance  of  curing  the  princess, 
arrived  at  the  gate.  He  ordered  his  guards  to  stop,  and  went  in  with  the  principal 
officers  who  accompanied  him.  The  dervises  received  him  with  the  greatest 
respect.  The  sultan  directly  took  the  chief  aside,  and  said  to  htm,  "  Worthy 
ftheikh,  you  are  perhaps  already  acquainted  with  the  cause  of  my  visit."  "  If, 
siie,"  the  der\-ise  modestly  answered,  **  I  do  not  deceive  myself,  it  is  the  malady 
of  the  princess  that  has  been  the  occasion  of  my  seeing  you,  an  honour  of  which 
I  am  unworthy."  "  It  is  so,"  replied  the  sultan  ;  "  and  you  will  restore  almost  my 
life  to  me  if,  by  means  of  your  prayers,  I  shall  obtain  the  re-cstablishment  of  my 
dauehter's  health."  "  If  your  majesty,"  answered  the  worthy  man. "  will  have  the 
(ooclness  to  suffer  her  to  come  here,  I  flatter  myself  that,  with  the  help  and  favour 
aS  Cod,  she  shall  return  in  perfect  health." 

The  prince,  transported  with  joy,  immediately  sent  for  his  daughter,  who  soon 
appeared,  accompanied  by  a  numerous  train  of  females  and  eunuchs,  and  veiled 
in  such  a  manner  that  her  face  could  not  be  seen.  The  chief  of  the  der\-ises 
made  them  hold  a  shovel  over  the  head  of  the  princess,  and  he  no  sooner  threw 
the  se^'en  white  hairs  upon  some  burning  coals,  which  he  had  ordered  to  b.^ 
brought  in  it,  than  the  genius  Maimoun,  the  son  of  Dimdim,  uttered  a  violent 
•cream,  and  left  the  princess  quite  at  liberty.  In  the  meantime  nothing  at  all 
could  be  seen.  The  Brst  thing  she  did  was  to  put  her  hand  to  the  veil  which 
covered  her  face,  and  lift  it  up  to  see  where  she  was.  "  Where  am  I  ?"  she  cried; 
**  who  has  brought  me  here  ?  At  these  words  the  sultan  could  not  conceal  his 
yoj :  he  embrared  his  daughter,  he  kissed  her  eyes,  and  then  took  the  hand  of 
thie  der^'ise  and  kissed  that.  "  Give  me,"  said  he  to  his  oflficers,  "  your  opinion  : 
what  return  docs  he  deserve  who  has  cured  my  daughter?"  They  all  answered 
that  he  w.is  worthy  of  her  hand.  "This  is  the  very  thing  I  was  meditating," 
he  cried,  "and  from  this  moment  I  claim  him  fcir  my  son-in-law." 

Soon  after  this  the  first  vizier  died,  and  the  sultan  immediately  advanced  the 
dervise  to  the  situation.  The  suli.in  himself  afterwards  dying  without  any  male 
issue,  this  excellent  man  was  proclaimed  sultan  by  the  general  voice  of  the  dif* 
fcrent  religious  and  mitit.ir>'  orders. 

The  gocxl  dervise,  being  thus  raised  to  the  throne  of  his  father-in-law,  observed 
<-ne  day,  as  he  was  walking  with  his  courtiers,  the  envious  man  amon^'  the  crowd 
who  were  in  the  road.  He  called  one  of  his  viziers  who  acroniiLinicd  him,  told 
him  in  a  whisper  to  bring  that  man  whom  he  pointed  out  to  him.  and  to  t>e  sure 
not  to  alarm  nim.     The  vizier  obeyed ;  and  when  the  envious  man  was  in  the 

Crtence  of  the  sultan,  the  latter  addressed  him  in  thc^c  words :  **  I  am  very 
.pp>-,  my  fnend,  to  see  you :  go,"  said  he,  speaking  to  an  officer,  "  and  count 


out  directly  from  my  treasury  a  thousand  piccc-s  of  gold.  Nay,  more,  deliver  lo 
him  twenty  bales  of  the  most  valuable  merchandise  my  roag-uincs  contain,  and 
let  a  sufficient  ]i;iiard  escort  him  home."  After  having  given  the  officer  this  co, 
mission,  he  took  his  leave  of  the  envious  man,  and  continued  his  walk. 
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When  I  had  lold  this  history  to  the  genius  who  had  assassinated  the  princess 
of  the  Isle  of  Ebony,  I  made  the  application  to  myself:  "O  gcnuis,"  I  said  to 
him,  "yoo  may  obscn-c  how  this  benevolent  monarch  acted  towards  the  envious 
man,  and  was  not  only  salibficd  in  for^tting  that  he  had  attempted  his  life,  but 
even  sent  him  back  with  every  beneht  and  advantage  I  have  mentioned."  In 
shon,  I  employed  all  my  eloquence  to  persuade  him  to  imitate  so  excellent  an 
example,  and  to  pardon  me.     But  to  alter  his  resolution  was  impossible. 

"All  that  I  can  do  fur  you,"  he  said,  **  is  to  sjiare  your  life;  yet  do  not  Ratter 
yourself  that  I  4hall  suffer  you  to  return  safe  and  well.  I  must,  at  least,  make  you 
feel  what  1  can  do  by  means  of  my  cnchaniments."  At  these  words  he  \iolentIy 
seized  me,  and  carrying  mc  through  the  vaulted  roof  of  the  subterranean  pal 
which  oprncd  at  his  approach,  he  elevated  mc  so  hiyh  that  the  earth  appeared 
mc  only  like  a  small  white  cloud.  From  this  hcii^ht  he  again  descended  as  qui 
as  lightning,  and  alighted  on  the  top  of  a  mountain.  On  this  spot  he  t(x>lt  u 
handful  nf  earth,  and  pronoimcing.  or  rather  muttering,  certain  words  of  wh 
I  could  not  comprehend  the  meaning,  threw  it  over  nic ;  "  Quit,"  he  ciicd,  **  the 
figure  of  a  man,  and  assume  that  of  an  ape."*  He  Immediatdy  disappeared,  and 
I  remained  quite  alone,  changed  into  an  ape,  ovcnvhclmcd  with  grief,  m  an  un- 
known countr)-,  and  ignorant  whether  I  was  near  the  dominions  of  the  king  my 
father. 

I  descended  tlie  mountain  and  came  to  a  flat,  level  country,  the  extrctnity  of 
which  1  did  not  reach  till  I  had  travelled  a  month,  when  I  arrived  at  the  sea-coasL 
There  was  at  this  time  a  profound  calm,  and  I  perceived  a  vessel  about  half  a 
league  from  the  shore.  That  1  might  not  omit  taking  advantage  of  so  fortunate 
a  circumstance,  1  broke  off  a  large  branch  from  a  tree,  and  dragged  it  after  me 
the  sea-side.  I  then  got  astnde  it,  with  a  stick  m  each  hand  by  way  of  oar. 
this  manner  I  rowed  niysvlf  along  towards  the  vessel,  and  when  I  was  sufficrcn' 
near  to  be  seen,  1  presented  a  most  cxtraordinarj*  sight  to  the  sailors  and 
sengers  who  were  upon  deck.  They  looked  at  me  with  great  admiration  and 
astonishment.  In  the  meantime  I  got  alongside,  and  uking  hold  of  a  rope,  t 
climbed  up  to  the  deck.  liut  as  I  could  not  speak,  1  found  myself  in  the  grcalesi 
embarrassment.  And,  in  fact,  the  danger  1  now  ran  was  not  less  irmntnent  than 
what  I  liad  before  experienced  when  1  was  in  the  power  of  the  genius. 

The  merchants  who  were  on  board  were  both  scrupulous  and  supcrstitious>  and 
thought  that  I  should  be  the  cause  of  some  misfortunes  happening  to  them  during 
tlieir  voyage  if  they  received  ine.  "  I  will  kill  liim,"  criwl  one,  "  with  a  blow 
this  handspike."  '"  Let  me  shoot  an  arrow  through  his  bodv,"  exclaimed  afiol_ 
•'And  then  let  us  throw  him  into  the  sea,"  said  a  third.  S'or  would  ihcv'  h* 
desisted  from  exemting  their  different  threats  if  I  had  not  run  toihccapt.Vin,  and 
dtrown  myself  prostrate  at  his  feet.  In  this  supplicating  posture  I  bid  hold  of 
the  bottom  of  his  dress,  and  he  iras  so  struck  with  this  action,  as  well  as  with  the 
tears  that  fell  from  my  cie>.  that  he  took  mc  under  his  protection,  declaring  he 
Would  make  any  one  repent  who  should  olTcr  me  the  least  injurv.  He  even 
caressed  and  encouraged  mc.  In  order  to  make  up  for  the  loss  of  speech,  1  in 
return  showed  him  by  means  of  signs  how  much  I  was  obligetT  tu  him. 

The  wind  which  succeeded  this  calm  was  not  a  strong,  but  it  was  a  favourable 
one.  It  did  not  change  for  fifty  days,  and  we  then  happily  arrived  in  the  harbour 
ofalarjtc,  commercial,  wcll-buih.  and  populous  city.  Merc  we  cast  anchor.  The 
city  was  of  still  more  considerable  importance,  as  it  was  the  capital  of  a  pow«r 
fa\  kingdom.    Our  vessel  was  immediately  surrounded  with  a  multitude 
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boats,  filled  with  iho5«  who  came  either  to  congratulate  their  friends  on  their 
arrWal.  or  to  inquire  of  whom  and  what  they  had  seen  in  the  country  they  hnd 
come  from — or  simply  from  mere  cunusjty  to  see  a  ship  which  tind  arrived  from 
mAstance. 

Among  the  re»t  some  officers  came  on  board,  who  desired,  in  the  name  of  the 
vaUan,  to  speak  lo  the  mercliants  that  were  with  U5.  **Thc  sultan,  our  sovereiffn," 
said  one  of  them  lo  rhe  merrhants  who  immcdiaicly  appeared,  "  has  charged  us 
to  espicss  10  you  how  much  pleasure  your  arrival  gives  him,  and  entreats  each 
of  ytM  to  take  the  trouble  DruTiiini;  upon  this  roll  of  paper  a  few  hnes.  In  order 
to  mdte  ftn  onderstand  his  motive  for  this,  1  must  inform  you  that  he  bad  a  6rst 
vider,  wbo,  besides  his  great  abilitieii  in  the  manaf^cmctit  of  affairs,  wrote  in  the 
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rrfeaion.     This  minister  died  a  few  days  since.     The  sultan  is  vciy 

icted  at  it,  and,  as  he  values  perfection  in  writing  bc>ond  cvcryihinjf, 

['taken  a  solemn  oath  to  appoint  any  person  to  the  same  situation  who 

"tc  as  well     Many  have  presented  specimens  of  their  abilities,  but  be 

'  yet  found  any  one  throughout  the  empire  whom  he  has  ihotrghi  worthy 

ibe  Meier's  place." 

se  merchants,  who  thought  they  could  write  well  enough  to  aspire 
li^nity,  wrote  whatever  tlicy  ihouRht  proper.  When  they  had  done, 
an<l  t«v»k  the  jiaper  fmm  the  hands  of  him  who  held  it.  Evcrv-body, 
icularly  the  mcrvnarts  who  liad  written,  thinking  that  I  meant  either  to 
.  it  or  throw  it  into  the  w.nei,  instantly  called  out ;  but  thej*  were  soon 
■vied  when  the>'  saw  me  hold  the  mpcr  very  properly,  and  m;ikc  a  sign  that 
llhott-iihed  to  write  in  my  turn,  Ineir  fears  were  now  changed  to  astonish' 
•*«.  Yet  a.s  they  had  never  seen  an  ape  ihat  roiild  write,  and  a<  they  could 
y  ^''"  '  :  —  -  ■  skilful  than  others,  they  wished  lo  take  the  roll  from  my 
^^ti  iKxW  conlmucd  to  ukc  my  part.     "Suffer  him  to  try,"  he 

**;'  ■■ '  ■■*     -i"  he  only  blots  the  paper.  1  promise  you  I  will  instantly 

I*iih  bim  ;  but  if,  on  the  contrary',  he  writes  well,  as  I  hope  lie  will,  for  I  have 


7« 


The  Arabian  Nij^hts. 


never  seen  any  ape  more  clever  and  ingeniouft,  nor  one  who  seemed  so  weU  to 
undersund  everything,  I  declare  that  1  will  acknowledge  him  as  my  ton.  1  once 
hod  one  who  did  not  possc&s  half  so  much  abihty  as  he  docs." 

Finding  thai  no  one  any  longer  opposed  my  design,  I  took  the  pen,  and  did 
not  leave  off  till  I  bad  given  an  example  of  six  ditfcrcnt  sorts  of  \»Titing  used  in 
Arabia.  Each  ^pecimeti  contained  a  distich,  or  impromptu  stanza  of  four  lines, 
in  praise  of  the  sultan.  My  writing  not  only  excelled  that  of  the  merchants,  but 
1  dare  say  they  had  never  seen  any  so  bcauliful,  even  in  that  country.  When  1 
had  finished,  the  offii^rs  took  the  roll,  and  carried  it  to  the  sultan. 

The  monarch  paid  no  attention  to  any  of  the  wTiting  except  mine,  which 
pleased  him  so  much  that  be  said  to  the  officers,  "Take  the  hnest  and  most 
richly-caparisoned  horse  from  my  stable,  and  also  the  most  magnificent  robe  of^H 
brocade  possible,  in  order  to  adorn  the  person  of  him  who  has  wniten  these  sixj^H 
varieties,  and  bring  him  to  me."    At  ihtb  order  of  the  sultan,  the  otiliccrs  coulo^* 
not  forbear  laughing,  which  irritatc-d  him  so  much  that  he  would  have  punished 
them,  had  they  not  said,  *'Wc  entreat  your  majesty  to  pardon  us  ;  these  are  not 
written  by  a  man,  but  by  an  ajic."     "  What  do  you  say  r "  crie<l  the  sulttn  ;  "are 
not  these  wonderful  specimens  of  writing  from  the  hand  of  a  man  ?  "  "  No,  sire.'" 
answered  one  of  the  officers ;  "w<?  assure  your  majesty  that  we  saw  an  ape  wriie 
ihcm."    This  matter  appeared  too  wonderful  to  the  sultan  for  him  not  to  be 
desirous  of  seeing  me.    **Do  as  I  command  >'0u/'  said  he  to  ibem;  *'uid  hasten 
to  bring  mc  this  extraordinary  ape." 

The  officers  returned  to  the  vessel,  and  showed  their  order  to  the  captain,  who 
said  Uic  sultan  shuuld  be  obeyed.  They  immediately  liiesscd  me  in  a  robe  of 
very  rich  brocade,  and  carried  me  on  shore,  where  they  set  mc  on  the  horse  of 
the  sultan,  who  was  waiting  in  his  palace  for  mc,  with  a  considcnible  number  of 
people  belonging  to  the  court,  whnni  he  had  assembled  to  do  me  the  more  honour. 
The  march  commenced,  while  the  gate,  streets,  public  buildings,  wmdows,  and 
terraces  of  botll  the  palaces  and  houses  were  all  hlled  with  an  immense  number 
of  persons,  of  every  age  and  sex,  whom  turiusity  bad  drawn  together  fiuin  all 
quarters  of  the  town,  to  see  mc,  for  the  report  was  spread  in  an  infiant  that  the 
sultan  had  chosen  an  ape  for  his  grand  viiier  After  having  afforded  so  un- 
common a  sight  to  all  these  people,  who  ceased  not  to  express  their  surprise  b)' 
violent  and  continued  shouting,  I  arrived  at  the  sultan's  palace. 

1  found  the  sultan  seated  on  Xwi  throne,  in  the  midst  of  the  nobles  of  his  court; 
I  made  him  three  low  bows,  and  the  last  time  I  prostrated  myself,  kissed  tha 
earth  by  his  feet.   I  then  got  up.  and  seated  myself^cxactly  like  an  ape.    No  part 
of  the  assembly  ould  wiUihoId  their  admiration,  nor  did  they  comprehend  \ 
it  was  possible  for  an  ape  tu  Ik  so  well  acquainted  with  the  form  and  resi 
attached  to  sovereigns ;  nor  was  the  sultan  the  least  astonished.     The  wnolft^ 
ceremony  of  audience  would  have  been  complete  if  I  Itad  only  been  able  to  add 
speech  to  my  actions  ;  but  apes  never  speak,  and  the  advantage  of  having  once 
been  a  man  did  not  now  afford  mc  that  privilege. 

The  sultan  took  lca%'c  of  the  courtiers,  and  tliere  remained  with  him  only  the 
chief  of  bis  eunuchs,  a  little  young  !.lave,  and  myself.  He  went  from  the  hall  o( 
audience  into  his  own  ap.-irtmcnt,  where  he  ordered  some  food  to  be  served  up,. 
While  he  was  at  table,  he  m.idc  me  a  sign  to  come  and  cat  witli  him.  As  a  inonl 
of  my  obedience,  1  got  up,  kis&ed  the  ground,  and  then  seated  myself  at  laUe ; 
1  ate,  however,  wiili  much  modc^tv  and  fut)>earance. 

Before  they  cleared  the  table,  I  i>erceived  a  writing-desk,  which  by  a  sign  I 
requested  them  to  bring  mc ;  as  soon  as  1  h-od  got  it,  1  wrote  upon  a  brgc  peach.- 
some  hncs  of  my  OMrn  composition,  which  evinced  my  gratitude  to  the  nduuii 
His  astonishment  at  reading  them,  after  I  presented  tlic  jwach  to  him.  was  still, 
greater  than  before.  When  li»e  things  were  taken  away,  ihey  brought  a  particular 
wrt  of  liquor,  of  which  he  desired  them  to  give  me  a  glass.    1  drank  U,  and  then 
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wrote  some  fiTcsh  verses,  which  erpUiined  the  state  in  which  I  now  fomid  myself 
*ft«  so  many  iulTenngs.  Th(>  sultan,  ha\  inp  read  ihc5e  also,  exclaimed, "  A  man 
who  Utould  be  capable  of  doinj;  thus  would  be  one  of  the  grente^t  men  UiiK  ever 
Ih-erf.*"  The  prince  then  ordered  a  Lhcss-bonrd  to  be  brought,  and  .isked  me  by 
asi^  if  I  could  play,  nnd  would  enj^age  with  nim.  1  kissed  the  };round,  and 
ponii^  my  hand  on  my  lic.id,  I  showed  him  1  nas  ready  to  receive  that  honour. 
He  won  the  first  game,  but  the  second  and  the  third  were  in  my  favour.  Ferceixing 
th.   '  1  him  »omc  little  pHin,  I  wrote  a  siaaza  to  amuso  him,  and  prcsor.ted 

tt  which  I  »aid  that  two  powerful  aniied  bodies  fought  the  whole  day 

VTtti  \\tc  greatest  ardour,  but  thai  ihev  ni.nie  peace  in  tlie  evening,  and  passed 
ibc  n:^'ht  very  tranquilly  upon  the  field  of  battle. 

AH  ihe«'  circumstances  appearing  to  the  sultan  much  beyond  what  he  hnd  ever 

seen  w  heard  of  the  address  and  intjcnuity  of  apes,  he  wished  lo  have  more  wit- 

nenes  of  these  prodi^es.     He  had  a  ilnuf^hicr  who  u-as  called  the  f^ueen  of 

BCMRf ;  he  therefore  desired  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs  to  fetch  her.    "('lO,"  said 

W  to  him,  "and  bring  your  lady  here :  J  wish  her  to  partake  of  the  pleasure  I 

enjoy."   'fhe  chief  of  the  eunuchs  went  and  brought  back  the  princess  with  him. 

On  cfUcring,  her  fare  was  uncovxrcU,  but  she  was  no  woncr  withiti  the  apartment 

ihm  ibe  instantly  threw  her  veil  over  her,  and  said  to  the  sultan, "  Vour  majesty 

nnt  have  forgotten  yourself.    I  am  surprised  that  you  order  ine  tu  appear  before 

men.*  **  What  is  tliis,  my  d.iughtcr  ?"  an5*%cred  the  sultan  ;  '■  it  seems  iJwt  you  are 

d«  pcnon  who  has  forgotten  herself.    There  is  no  one  here  but  the  httle  slave, 

the  ojnuch  ymir  governor,  and  myself,  and  we  are  always  at  hberty  lo  sec  your 

tKc   Why,  then,  do  you  put  down  your  veil,  and  as&en  that  I  have  done  urrone 

i»  ordering  you  to  come  here .'"   "  Sire,"  replied  the  princess,  "  your  majesty  will 

hK  convinced  I  am  not  mistaken.    The  ape  which  you  see  there,  .ilthough  under 

that  fann,  is  not  an  ape,  but  a  young  prince,  the  son  of  a  great  kmg.     He  hat 

ben  ehanged  into  an  ape  by  enchantment.     A  genius,  the  son  of  the  daughter 

flf  Ehlts,  hits  been  guilty  of  this  malicious  action,  .tfter  having  cnielly  killed  the 

pnnceiB  of  the  Isle  of  Mbony,  daughter  of  King  Kpitimarus." 

The  saltan  was  astonished  at  this  speech,  and  turning  to  me,  asked,  bat  no 
kiQger  by  signs,  whether  what  his  daughter  said  was  true.  As  I  could  not  speak, 
I  pa  my  bvid  upon  my  head  to  show  that  she  had  spoken  the  truth.  "  How 
tWM  veil  to  know,  daughter,"  said  the  king. ''that  this  prince  had  been  trans- 
fanMO  into  an  ape  by  means  of  enchantment  ? "  *'  Sire,"  replied  the  princess, 
"jPour  ma)esiy  may  recollect  that  when  I  first  came  from  the  nurscr)-  I  had  an 
*■!  votnan  as  one  of  my  attendants.  She  was  wr)*  well  skilled  in  magic,  and 
Ue^  me  seventy  rules  of  that  science,  by  virtue  of  which  1  could  instantly  cause 
**v  cspital  to  be  transported  to  the  middle  of  the  ocean,  nay,  beyond  Mount 
""liCMni.  By  means  of  this  science  I  know  every  person  who  is  enchanted  the 
wawnl  1  behold  them ;  not  only  who  they  .ire,  but  by  whom  aUo  the>-  were 
OKbtnted.  be  not,  therefore,  surpnsed  that  I  ha\-e  at  first  sight  discovered  this 
fMce,  in  ffpite  of  the  charm,  which  prevented  htm  from  appearing  in  your  eyes 
^«t  he  really  is."  "My  dear  daughter.'  answcrcil  the  sultan,  "  I  did  not 
*«ftjf0lt  were  so  skilful''  ••Sire,",-idded  the  princess,  "these  things  are  curious. 
■«>i*onby  of  being  known  :  but  I  do  not  think  it  becomes  me  to  Uiasl  of  them." 
'SboetMan  fhe  case,"  replied  the  sulun."you  can  perhaps  dissolve  the  enchant* 
■•I  of    ■  '  r"  *'  I  can,  sire-,"  said  she,  '"and  restore  him  to  his  own  form." 

'D»*> .  -mipted  the  suhan,  "for  you  cannot  give  me  greater  pleasure, 

••  I  "Mta  w  n.i\  e  him  for  my  grand  viiicr,  and  bestow  you  upon  him  for  a  wifc." 
*  I  Ui  readr.  sire,"  answered  tlic  princess, "  to  obey  you  in  all  things  you  please 
i><naRaad.' 

Tke  <iu«eB  of  Bcavty  then  went  to  her  apartnient,  nnd  returned  with  a  knife, 
*^kt  ba4  ftomc  Hebrew  chiiracters  engraved  on  the  bbde.  She  desired  the 
""•^  the  ciictf  of  the  eunuchs,  the  htilc  slave,  and  raysdf  to  go  down  into  a 
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secret  court  of  the  palace,  and  then,  leaving  us  underagaltery  which  surroundnl 
the  court,  she  went  into  the  middle  of  it,  n-hore  she  described  a  large  circle,  and 
traced  Mzvcrdl  \rords,  both  in  the  ancient  Arabic  characters  and  those  which  ate 
called  the  characters  of  Cleopatra. 

When  »he  had  dune  tliis,  and  prepared  the  circle  in  the  manner  she  wished, 
she  went  and  placed  her«lf  in  the  midit  o(  il,  where  she  be^an  makir^  her 
adjurations,  and  repeating  vtine  vcr4e>  fnjm  tlie  Koran.  Bv  degrees  the  air  be- 
came obscure,  as  if  night  was  cmning  on  and  the  whole  worl^  was^ani^hing.  We 
were  seized  with  the  greatest  fright,  and  this  was  the  more  increased  when  wo 
saw  the  genius,  the  son  of  the  daughter  of  £blis,  suddenly  appear,  in  the  shape 
of  .an  enormous  lion. 

The  prmcess  no  sooner  perceived  this  monster  than  she  said  to  It,  "  Dog!  in- 
stca.l  of  cnngmg  before  me,  bow  darest  ihou  present  thyself  under  this  horrible 
form,  thinking  to  alann  me?"  "And  how  darest  thou,"rephcd  the  Uon."breakthe 
treaty,  which  we  have  made  and  confirmed  by  a  solemn  oath,  not  to  injure  each 
other?"  "Ah,  wretch  I  "added  the  princess,  "thou  art  the  perbon  lain  to  reproach 
on  that  account."  "  Thou  shall  pay  dearly,"  inierriipled  the  lion.  "  for  the  tnwible 
thou  hast  given  me  of  coming  here."  In  s.ty)ng  this,  he  opened  hi*  horrible  jaws, 
and  advanced  forward  to  devour  her ;  but  she,  being  on  her  guard,  jumped  back, 
and  had  just  time  to  pluck  out  a  hair,  and  pronouncing  two  or  three  wortU,  she 
changed  it  into  a  sharp  scythe,  with  which  she  immediately  cut  the  lion  in  pieces, 
through  the  middle. 

The  two  paru  of  the  lion  directly  disappeared,  and  the  head  only  remained, 
which  changed  into  a  large  scorpion.  The  princess  then  took  Uic  form  of  a  ser- 
pent, and  began  a  liercc  combat  with  the  scorpion,  which,  finding  itself  in  danger 
of  being  defeated,  changed  into  an  eagle,  and  i1ew  away.  But  the  serpent  then 
became  another  eagle,  black,  and  more  powerful,  and  went  in  pursuit  of  it.  We 
now  lost  sight  of  them  for  some  time. 

Shortly  ajfter  they  had  disappeared,  the  earth  opened  before  us.  and  a  black 
and  white  cat  appeared,  the  hairs  of  which  stood  quite  on  end.  and  which  made- 
a  most  horrible  mewing.  A  black  wolf  directly  followed,  and  ga^'C  it  no  respite. 
The  cat,  being  hard  pressed,  changed  into  a  wonn.  and,  finding  itself  rjear  » 
pomegranate,  which  had  fallen  by  accident  from  a  tree  that  grew  upon  the  bsak 
ofadeep  but  narrow  canal,  instantly  made  a  hole  in  it,  and  concealed  itself  there 
The  pomegranate  immediately  began  to  swell,  and  became  as  large  as  a  gourd, 
which  then  rose  up  as  high  as  the  gallcr)-,  and  rolled  backwards  and  forwards 
there  several  times  ;  it  then  fell  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  court,  and  broke  mto 
inany  pieces. 

The  wolf  in  the  meantime  transformed  itself  into  a  cock,  ran  to  the  seeds  U 
the  pomegranate,  and  began  swallowing  them,  one  after  the  other,  as  fast  a* 
possible.  When  it  could  see  no  more,  it  came  to  us.  with  its  wings  extendol 
and  making  a  great  noise,  as  if  to  inquire  of  us  whether  there  were  any  more 
seeds.  There  was  one  lying  on  the  border  of  the  canal,  which  the  cock,  in  guiog 
back,  perceived,  and  ran  towards  it  as  quick  as  possible;  but  at  the  very  instant 
in  which  its  beak  was  upon  it,  the  seed  rolled  into  the  canal  and  changed  into  a 
Ismail  fish.  The  cock  then  flew  into  the  canal,  and,  becoming  a  pike,  pui  siied  tbc 
little  fish.  They  were  both  two  hours  under  water,  and  we  knew  not  what  waa 
become  of  them,  when  we  heard  the  most  horrible  cric^,  that  made  us  tremble. 
Soon  after,  we  saw  the  genius  and  Ihc  princess,  all  on  tire.  They  threw  (he  flames 
against  each  other  with  their  breath,  and  at  last  came  to  a  close  attack.  Then  the 
lire  increased,  and  everything  about  was  encompassed  with  smoke  and  flame  to  x 
great  height  We  were  afraid,  and  not  withotit  reason,  that  the  whole  p-ilare  would 
be  burnt ;  but  we  soon  had  a  much  more  drcidful  cause  of  tenor,  for  the  ^.'cnius, 
having  disengaged  himself  from  the  princess,  came  towards  the  gallery  wl 
we  were,  and  blew  his  flames  all  over  us.    This  would  have  destroyed  us  if 
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pnncets,  running  lo  our  .isMkinncc,  Kxd  nut  cuiiiiicDcd  him  by  her  rnes  xq  retreat 
10  A  dbunce  and  Kuard  himKlf  against  her.  In  spilc,  however,  of  all  the  hasie 
ite  BUiiCfSbe  could  nut  i>rcvcnt  the  sultan  from  ha^ini;  hi^  hcid  sin^^cd  and  hts 
fere  acorrbed  ;  the  chief  uf  the  eunuclu  Iim  was  •itillcd  and  consumed  on  the 
spot ;  and  '     '  i  '  eve  and  blinded  me.     Both  ihc  sultan  and 

BjrMlfcti''  Idcnlyhc.ird  ihc  cr)- of  **Victnr\,  victory!" 

Whd  tbe  |i:  ' ki(  i>  .>jiiH.->icd  to  us  in  her  own  form,  whdc  the  geniu& 

«a»  rcdtKi  ofashea. 

Tkeprinx  >^  ••)'>" ".^ched  us.  and  in  order  to  lose  no  time,  she  asked  forncup 

~  aff«alrr,  which  was  bruugbt  by  Uic  youa^  &Iavc,  whom  the  tire  had  not  in- 
She  took  it,  and  aAcr  proooiincitig  »ome  words  over  tt,  she  tlirew  some 
of  tbo  water  upon  me,  and  sold,"  If  ihuu  ait  an  a|)C  by  enchantment,  change  thy 
Ccttn  and  take  that  of  a  man.  which  thou  hadst  before."  She  had  hardly-  con- 
tifadad,  vtun  1  ayiiin  became  a  man,  the  »amc  as  before  I  was  changed,  except 
«hh  the  lost  of  one  c>t. 

t  ws*  ptCfMuing  to  thank  the  urinoeis,  but  she  did  not  give  me  time,  before  she 
aud  lo  tJie  tulta-i  htr  father,  •*  I  have  gained,  sire,  the  virlory  over  the  Renius, 
at  >nar  m^-  rV,  Init  it  (s  a  victory  which  has  co<»t  riic  dear.      I  have  btit 

a  few  Btocii'.  '  ,  and  you  will  not  have  tlie  &;itisf.iction  of  completing  the 

■uniace  yuu  miirii'.icd.  The  lire,  in  this  dreadful  rombat,  has  penetrated  my 
body,  and  t  feel  that  it  will  toon  consume  me.  This  would  not  have  happened  if  I 
lad  pnceived  the  but  seed  of  the  pomegranate,  when  1  was  in  the  shape  of  a  cock 
and  bad  irwallawcd  tt  as  I  did  the  uthm.  The  tjcnius  had  tied  to  it  as  his  last 
reiTcai,aad  on  that  depended  the  success  of  the  conilut,  which  would  then  have 
ben  lortanatet  and  withinit  danj^cr  lo  me.  This  umissiun  oblii;ed  mo  to  liavc 
raOMUie  to  fire,  and  fight  with  that  powerful  weapon,  between  heaven  and  earth,. 
aa  you  caw  mr.  In  spite  of  his  dreadful  power  and  experience,  I  ninvinced  him 
tfcBl  my  knowledge  and  an  were  ^'reaicr  than  lus.  I  have  at  length  cunijuered  and 
ndaced  hun  to  a»h«,  but  I  cannot  avoid  the  death  which  I  Icel  approachinf." 

The  nfin>_-i-«<t  had  no  sooner  hniihcd  this  account  nf  the  b.ittlc,  than  the  sultan. 
la  a  X<-  >'  which  showed  how  mudi  he  was  agitated  by  this  recital,  an- 

■■Bfe  1,  .\  my  dau);bter.  the  sute  in  which  your  father  is.     Alas!  1  am 

only  astomihed  that  I  am  sttil  ali\-c.  The  eunuch,  your  governor,  is  dead;  and 
ibc  pnacc,  whom  you  have  delivered  from  enchantment,  has  lost  an  cve.^  He 
CMidd  lay  BO  more,  for  hU  lean  and  tobt  storoed  his  utterance,  ^th  his- 
d^gblv  and  mytclf  wcra  atremdy  aficcted  at  bts  sufferiogs,  and  mingled  our 
Man  widi  hit. 

While  we  were  each  of  us  induliitn^  in  this  excess  of  sorrow,  the  princess  sud- 
dcaljmcfaumed,** I  bum,  I  bum  I  bbe  perceived  that  the  fire  whiih  consumed 
her  had  at  last  Mixed  ber  whide  body,  and  khe  did  not  cease  calllni;  out, "  I  Ixirn  !* 
IjH  4Buh  put  an  end  to  her  almost  insupportable  sufferinn.  The  effect  of  this  lire 
waa  so  cunordinary,  that  in  a  few  minutes  she  was  reduced,  bkc  the  (;cnius,  to 
Ahcipofasbca. 

I  nacd  not  say  how  much  this  dreadful  and  melancholy  sight  afTecicd  us.  I 
«M^  latbeT  Vi-i.-  ri^ntinucd  an  ape  or  a  dou  iny  whole  hfc,  tSan  have  teen  my 
tcaeAKlict^  luch  a  honid  manner.     The  sutlan,  tcu,  on  hi%  {Mil.  was 

bneod  nci^-:.   ..     -icd.     It  is  j1iiki'>i  initxnsiblc  lo  conceive  what  Liinent.tble 
OM*  he  uttered,  tM«im^  himself  ■'  lime  mo^t  viulrntly  on  his  head  and 

taaat,  dB  at  last,  yicldmg  to  dcsj  ■■  ji  led,  and  I  feared  even  hts  hfe  would 

CiJ]  a  sacrifice. 

In  ihc  mcaniime  the  cries  of  the  sultan  brought  the  eunuchs  and  officers  to  his  aa- 
itwsnrf ,  ind  rhry  fnnnil  (Tnt  rliffiniliy  in  rrrnvrnnjt  him.   'Iltctc  wns  no  occasion 
Jge  other  the  pnnce  oc  myself  K'^ >"!:  t^cm  a  very  long  detail  of  this  adventure. 
€  iha  propriety  of  our  sorrow ;  the  two  heaps  of  ashrs  to  which 
le  fenttu  bad  been  reduced  were  quite  sutBcienu   X\  the  sultan 


BKATM  or  rac  ruitcm. 

could  scarcely  support  himself,  he  was  obliged  io  lean  upon  tliem  in  order  to  get 
to  his  apartment. 

As  soon  as  the  lcnDw1ed{:e  of  an  e^-eni  so  iragiral  was  spread  through  the  paUn 
and  the  city,  e^cn'  one  Limented  ihe  mel.inchgly  fate  uf  the  princess,  «itmam«(j 
the  Queen  uf  Dcauty,  and  joined  in  the  gncf  of  ilw  sultan.  TTiey  [Mit  on  ■. 
for  seven  dayi,  and  pcrfomied  many  ceremonies ;  the  ashes  of  tht-  ^.^ 
scattered  in  the  wind,  but  collected  those  of  the  princess  in  a  cosily  va^c,  .irwi  jire^ 
served  them  ;  this  vase  was  then  deposited  in  a  siipcrb  mausoleum,  which  wu 
erected  on  the  very  spot  where  the  asnrs  had  been  found. 

The  fprief  which  preyed  upon  ihc  sultan  for  the  ioss  of  his  daughter  wa<  the 
origin  of  a  disciisc  that  tontincd  hun  to  his  bed  for  a  whole  montK.     M-  '"••  '    : 
quite  recovered  his  healtli,  when  he  called  me  to  him,  and  said.  "  LU'' 
and  attend  Im  the  (.irdcr  which  I  am  ^oing  lo  give  vou  ;  if  >ou  f.iil  f"  i  ;, 

your  life  will  be  the  ffirfeil."     I  assured  him  I  would  obey.     Rcsn  .      ■  ■'  i  i,      r 
discourse,  he  added,  "  I  have  alw.iy^  lived  in  a  state  of  the  j^rt-iitM   1       ,      ■ 
nor  has  any  unfortunate  event  ever  occurred.     Your  arrival  has  de^M 
en)o)-ment    ^ly  d.iughlcr  is  dead  ;  her  ;;overnor  is  no  tnure  :  and  I  h.i 
with  mv  lite  only  by  .1  miracle.     You  are  the  cause  of  all  these  ii"i' ij  .      j  i 
which  I  am  incnp-iMe  of  conxoUtion.    Thevr  are  the  re^iwns  »!     '         •    ■   :■  r 
lo  desire  you  wdiiM  Icivc  me  in  peace ;  but  go  immediately,  fi'i 
any  Ionj;cr,  it  will  l>e  the  cause  uf  my  death  :dso,  since  1  am  | 
presence  is  prudiiclive  only  of  misfortune.    This  is  all  1  have  to  saj  tu  jou.    trts. 
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and  take  cue  you  ne\xr  again  appear  in  my  kingdom ;  if  you  do.  no  consideration 
shall  prevent  my  m.-iicing  you  repent  of  it."  I  wished  to  speak,  hut  he  prevented 
me  by  uiicrinj;  somt;  ^ngry  words,  and  I  was  obliged  to  leave  his  palace. 

Driven  about,  rejected  and  abandoned  by  every  one,  1  knew  not  what  was  lo 
bococDe  of  me:  Bcfure  I  left  the  city,  I  went  into  a  bath,  I  gut  my  beard  and 
cycfaram  iha^-ed,  and  put  on  ihe  dress  of  a  calender.  I  tlien  began  my  journey, 
JMaCBting  )e^s  my  own  miserable  condition  than  the  death  of  the  twu  beautiful 
s,  of  which  I  liad  been  the  unhappy  cause.  I  travelled  through  many 
tiiliiiui  nuking  myself  known  ;  at  last  I  resolved  to  \-i5it  Bitgdad^  in 
rW  being  able  to  present  myself  to  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  and 
CMril*  bU  compassion  by  the  recital  of  so  strange  a  hision-.  I  arrived  here  this 
ei'  ■■'■■  the  tirat  person  I  met  was  the  calender,  my  brother,  who  has  already 

n  '  'fc.     Yuu  are  acquainted,  madajn,  with  the  sequel,  and  how  I  came 

ID  hare  uic  tiofiour  of  being  at  your  house. 

-  Mid  calender  had  finished  his  historj-,  Zobcidi;,  to  whom  he  Iiad 
1:,  said,  '*  You  have  done  well,  and  1  give  you  leave  to  go  when- 
,..v..  .^.  Hut  insle.'^d  of  taking  his  departure^  he  entreated  her  to  grant 
same  favour  she  had  done  the  other  calender,  near  nhorn  tic  went  and 
10^  his  place  Then  the  third  calender,  knowing  it  was  his  turn  to  apcaki  ad* 
dicsted  himself  tike  the  oihcra  to  Zobeid^,  and  ti^n  his  bi3tor>-  as  follcnvs. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  THIRD  CALENDER,  THE  SON 
OF  A  KING. 

HAT  1  am  going  to  relate,  most  honourable  lady,  is  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent nature  from  what  you  have  already  Iward.  The  two  princes 
who  have  recited  tiieir  histories,  have  each  of  tlicm  lost  an  e>-e, 
as  It  Mere  by  destiny  ;  while  my  los»  has  been  in  consequence  of 
my  own  fault,  in  wilfully  seeking  the  cause  of  misfortune,  as  you 
wilt  And  by  what  I  am  going  (a  mention. 

!  am  oiled  Agib,  and  am  tlic  son  of  a  king,  whose  name  was  Cassib. 
After  his  death  I  took  possession  of  his  throne,  and  established  niy 
residence  m  tlie  same  city  which  he  had  made  his  capital.  This  city, 
which  is  situated  on  the  sci-coast,  h.is  a  remarkably  handsome  and 
safe  harbour,  wllh  an  arsenal  suiftciently  extensive  to  supply  an  arma- 
mcnl  of  a  hundred  and  hft>-  vxsscls  of  war.  always  lying  ready  for  ser- 
vice on  any  occnsion;  and  to  equip  fifty  mcrchanimen.  and  as  many 
sloops  and  yadits.  for  the  purpose  of  amusement  and  plcasur^^  on  the 
mitcr.  My  kingdom  was  compOMsJ  of  many  heauiifnl  provinces,  and 
also  a  mimt>rr  "f  considerable  islands,  almost  all  of  which  were  situated 
trilhin  ^v  I  apital. 

The  1  I  did  was  to  visit  the  provinces  ;  I  then  in.-ide  them 

arm  and  ci^mp  my  whole  fleet,  and  went  round  lo  all  my  islands,  in 

order  (o  conciliate  [he  afTeciions  of  my  subjecLs,  and  toronhrm  them  in 

I-'  "  !■  e.    After  ha\ing  been  at  home  some  time,  1  went  again  ; 

1'  skiving  me  some  slight  knowledge  of  navigation,  infused 

I  '  111  my  mind,  that  1  resolved  to  go  in  search  of  discoveries 

•.    For  this  purpose  1  ct|uippcd  only  ten  ships,  and  embarking 

■■  "f  «jil, 

r  voyaje  was  prosperous  :  but  on  the  night  of  the  fort)'- 

■'-    ....  .  - -idvcrse,  and  so  violent,  that  we  were  driven  at  the  mercy 

'  (ODjat,  and  tlwughi  we  should  have  t>ccn  lost.   At  break  of  day,  however, 

6 


i2. 


the  wind  abated,  the  clouds  dispersed,  and  the  sun  brou£;)it  hn(?  weather  back 
with  iL     Wf  now  landed  on  an  island,  where  we  remained  two  days,  lo  take  in 
some  provisions.     Having  done  this,  we  again  put  to  sea.     After  ten  da^s'  sail, 
we  l)eKan  to  hojie  to  see  land ;  for  since  the  slorm  we  had  encountered.  1  bau 
altered  my  intention,  and  dcteimtncft  to  return  lo  my  kingdom,  bui  1  then  div 
covered  ihai  my  pilot  knew  not  where  wc  were.     In  fuct,  a  sailor,  on  ihe  icnth 
day,  who  was  ordered  to  the  mastliead  for  the  purpose  of  making  di=icavcne*, ' 
reported  that  to  die  right  and  left  he  could  perceive  only  the  sky  and  sca,whtcii.i 
bounded  the  b'Jtizon,  but  that  straight  before  him  he  observed  u  threat  blackness  I 
At  this  intelligence  the  pilot  changed  colour,  and  throwing  hii  turban  on  tlmj 
deck  with  one  kind,  he  stnole  his  face  \»ith  the  other,  and  then  cried  mit,"  A}^| 
ire,  we  are  Ki^t  I    Not  oneaf  us  can  possibly  cscipe  the  danger  in  which  ue  .lie; 
wl  with  oil  my  experience,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  insure  the  safety  of  a  single 
souL"     Having  said  this,  he  began  to  weep  like  one  who  thought  bis  du«tnicttoo^ 
inevitable,  and  his  despair  spread  alarm  and  fear  through  the  whole  te^^L 
asked  him  whnt  reason  he  had  for  this  despair.    ''Alas,  sire!'' he  answered, ** tbi 
tempest  which  we  have  jione  through  has  so  driven  us  from  our  tnnk,  that  byj 
midday  to-morruw  we  bhalt  find  ouniclves  near  that  blackne!>:i,  which  is  nothil 
but  a  black  mountain,  oiiisisting  entirely  of  a  ma&s  of  loudbtone.  ttiat  will 
attract  our  fleet,  on  account  of  the  bolts  and  nails  in  tlie  ships.  To-morrow,  whcfl^ 
we  shall  come  within  a  certain  distance,  the  power  of  the  loadstone  will  be  v> 
violent,  that  all  the  nails  will  be  drawn  out  and  fastened  to  the  mountain  :  our 
ships  will  then  fall  in  pieces  and  sink.     As  it  is  the  propeny  of  a  loadstone  to 
attract  iron,  and  at  the  same  time  to  increase  its  own  power  by  this  attrartinn, 
the  mountain  towards  the  sea  is  entirely  covered  with  nails,  that  belonged  to  the 
inhnitc  number  of  ships  of  which  it  has  proved  the  destruction  ;  and  this  at  the 
same  time  both  preserves  and  augments  its  power  or  virtue. 

*'  This  mountain,"  continued  the  pilot,  "^  is  very  steep,  and  on  the  summit  there 
is  a  large  dome^  made  of  fme  bronze,  which  i.s  supported  upon  columns  of  the 
same  metal.  I'pon  the  top  of  the  dome  there  is  also  a  bronze  honte,  vtitlt  the 
ngurc  of  a  man  upon  it.  A  plate  of  lead  covers  his  breast,  upon  which  there  are 
some  talismanic  characters  engraven  ;  and  there  is  a  tradition,  sire,"  added  he, 
"that  this  statue  is  the  principal  cause  of  the  loss  of  so  many  vcsseb  and  men, 
and  that  it  will  never  cease  from  being  destructive  to  all  who  shall  have  the 
misfortune  to  approach  it  until  it  be  overthrown."  The  pilot  having  finished  his 
s[ioech,  renewed  his  tears,  which  excited  those  of  the  whole  crew.  As  for  myself, 
I  did  not  doubt  that  I  w-ts  now  appratching  the  end  of  mv  day;..  Every  one 
began  to  think  of  his  own  preser\-ation,and  to  try  every  possible  means  ronducive 
lo  that  end  ;  .ind  (hiring  the  uncertainty  of  the  event,  they  all  appointed,  b)'  a 
son  of  will,  the  survivors,  if  any  should  be  saved,  the  hcin  of  the  rest. 

The  next  morning  wc  distinctly  percci\-cd  the  black  mounToin  :  and  the  idea 
%*T  had  formed  of  it  made  it  appear  still  more  dreadful  and  horrid  than  it  really 
was.  About  midday  wc  foimd  ourselves  so  near  it,  that  we  began  to  perceive 
what  the  pilot  had  foretold.  We  saw  the  nails,  and  every  other  piece  of  kvil 
belonging  to  the  vessel,  fly  towards  the  mountain,  against  which,  by  the  vioWnce 
of  the  magnetic  attraction,  they  struck  with  a  horrible  noise.  The  t-rssel  then 
immediately  fell  to  pieces,  and  sank  to  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  which  was  so  dee^ 
in  this  place,  tlial  we  could  never  discover  the  bottom  by  sounding.    All  my 

tcoplc  uere  lost ;  but  God  had  pilyupon  me,  and  sutfcrcd  me  to  save  myiclf  by 
iving  hold  of  a  plank,  which  was  driven  by  the  wind  direcdy  to  the  foot  of  the 
mountain.  1  did  not  experience  the  least  harm,  arid  had  the  good  fortune  to 
land  in  a  place  where  there  were  steps  which  ted  to  the  summiL  I  nas  much 
rejoiced  at  the  sight  of  these  steps,  for  there  was  not  the  least  piece  of  land,  cither 
to  the  right  or  left,  upon  which  I  could  have  set  my  foot  to  save  inysell  1  re^ 
tamed  thanks  to  God,  and  invoking  His  holy  name,  began  to  ascend  the  ntova* 
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tain.  The  path  was  narrow,  and  so  steep  and  difficult,  that  had  the  wind  been 
u  ail  violent,  11  must  havt  bluwn  inc  into  the  sea.  I  arnved  at  last  at  the  stnn- 
mit  without  any  accident,  and  entering  the  dome,  I  proiirated  myself  on  the 
(nwnd,  and  orfcred  my  thanks  to  God  for  the  favour  He  had  shown  me. 


ins  UlAU&TaUK  KOI.*:- 


^^^H|pk5cd  the  ni};ht  under  lhi'^  dome  ;  and  while  I  was  asleep,  a  venerable  old 

V^BB^pe:iTed  to  me,  and  viid. "  Agib,  attend  ;  when  you  awake,  dig  up  the  earth 

■nder  >'our  fe«t,  <ind  ycM  wtil  tind  a  brazen  bow  with  three  leaden  nrrows,  manu- 

fiictuml  under  certain  constellations,  in  order  to  deliver  mankind  from  many 

rvils  which  continuall)'  menace  them.      Shoot  these  three  arrows  at  the  sutue  : 

the  manwi(!  then  fall  into  the  sea, and  lhehor>cat  yourfcet, which  yi»u  must  burj* 

in  tbc  from  whence  you  take  the  bow  and  arrows.   This  Itteing  finishea, 

the  M-  I  to  be  agitated,  and  will  rise  t\%  high  as  the  foot  of  the  dome  at 

Ow  lop  ul  Ehv  mountain.   When  it  shall  have  risen  thus  high,  ynu  will  se«  a  stnAll 

vtMd  come  towards  the  shore,  with  only  one  man  in  it,  who  holds  an  oar  in  e.ich 

hvML   This  man  will  be  of  brass,  but  different  from  the  one  that  was  overthrown. 

Eadxirk  wiih  him  wiiiiout  pronouncing  the  name  of  Cod,  and  let  him  conduct 

yVL     In  ten  days  he  wilt  have  carried  you  into  another  sea,  where  you  will  find 

tkUBCBitt  of  returning  to  your  ov^ni  countr)  in  safety— provided,  as  I  have  already 

toU  you.  you  forbear  from  mentioning  tlic  name  of  Cod  during  tlie  whole  of  your 

Soch  was  the  disrourse  of  the  old  man.     As  soon  as  T  was  awake,  I  got  up. 

DBcb  consoled  b\-  this  vision,  .^nd  did  nni  fail  doing  as  the  old  man  h.id  orderea 

at    1  uneo\*cred  the  bow  and  the  arrows,  and  shot  them  ?>.x  the  statue.    With 

Ihc  tliUd  arrow  I  overthrew  the  man,  who  fell  into  the  sea,  while  the  horse  lay 

M  toy  feet.     I  buncd  it  in  the  place  where  1  found  the  bow  and  arrows,  and 

*Wfe  1  wJis  doing  this,  the  sea  rose  by  degrees,  idl  it  reached  ihc  foot  of  the 

^■Be  on  the  summit  of  the  mountain.    I  perceived  a  vessel  at  a  distance  coming 

••Willis  me.    I  offered  my  benedictions  to  Cod  at  thus  seeing  my  dream  in  every 

itnert  T^nnn;^  a  rra'ity      The  v-essel  at  length  approached  the  land,  and  I  saw 

*K  J  li  had  been  described.    I  embarked,  and  took  pnrli- 

^ir  the  name  of  God  :  I  did  not  even  utter  a  single  word. 

*fccr,  ti.wen  figure  beg:>n  to  row  from  the  mountain.     He  con- 

■'•rl  III  intennission  till  the  ninth  day,  when  I  saw  some  islands, 

JJkli  n^iac  mc  ih'Ik-  1  should  soon  be  free  from  every  danger  that  I  dreaded. 

^  cxcas*  of  my  jo\-  made  me  forget  the  order  that  had  been  given  mc  as  a 

•Worihr.   **Kkssed  be  t;od  r  1  cried  out ;  "  Cod  be  praised  ;" 

1  bad  hsrdljr  (ituf^hed  tliesc  words  when  both  the  vessel  and  braien  man  sank 
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to  the  bottom.  I  remained  in  the  water,  and  swam  during  the  mt  of  Uie  day 
towards  the  nearest  island.  The  night  which  cjme  on  was  exceedingly  dark, 
and  as  i  no  longer  knew  where  I  was,  I  continued  swimming  at  a  venture.  My 
strengUi  was  at  last  q^ultc  exhausted,  nod  t  began  to  despair  ot  being  able  to  sa^-e 
myself,  wbrn,  the  wind  h-iving  much  increased,  a  w-ivo  as  large  as  a  mountain 
threw  ine  u[>oii  a  fiat,  shallow  place,  and  on  rcf.rmg  left  me  there.  I  iniujciii.uely 
made  haste  to  get  farther  on  land,  for  fear  another  wa\e  should  come  and  carry 
me  back.  The  first  thing  I  then  did  wa's  to  undreis  and  wring  the  water  out  of 
my  clothes,  and  spread  them  upon  the  sand,  which  was  still  warm  from  the  heat 
of  the  preceding  day. 

The  next  morning,  as  soon  as  the  sun  bad  quite  dried  my  dress,  1  put  it  on.  and 
began  to  reconnoitre,  and  tried  to  discover  wheic  I  was.  I  had  not  walked  far 
before  1  found  out  I  was  upon  a  small  desert  island,  very  pleasant,  and  where 
there  were  nuny  sorts  of  fruit-trees,  as  well  ai  oiliers ;  but  I  ohservetl  that  it  was 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  mainland,  which  rather  lessened  the  joy  I 
felt  at  having  escaped  from  the  sea.  I  nevertheless  trusted  in  God  to  dispose  of 
my  fate  according  to  Elis  wilL  Soon  aflcru'ards  I  discovered  a  very  stnall  vessel, 
which  seemed  to  come  full  sail  directly  from  the  mainland,  with  her  prow  tourards 
the  island  where  1  was.  A%  I  had  no  doubt  they  were  coming  to  anchor  here,  and 
as  I  knew  nut  what  sort  of  people  the^'  mi^ht  be,  whether  friends  or  enemies,  I 
determined  at  first  not  to  show  mvself.  I  got  up,  therefore,  into  a  very  thick 
tree,  from  whence  I  could  examine  their  countenances  without  danger.  The  vessel 
soon  sailed  up  a  small  creek  or  bay,  where  ten  slaves  landed,  with  a  s^dc  and 
other  instruments  in  their  hands,  for  the  purpose  of  digging  the  earth.  They  went 
towards  the  middle  of  the  island,  where  1  obscrvxd  them  stop  and  dig  up  the 
earth  for  some  time,  and  by  their  actions  they  appeared  to  me  to  lift  up  a  tni|>- 
door.  They  immediately  returned  to  the  vessel,  from  which  they  Lindea  >-nhous 
kittds  of  provisions  and  furniture,  and,  each  taking  a  tcKid,  the)'  carried  them  ta 
the  place  where  the>'  had  before  dug  up  tlie  ground.  They  then  seemed  to  de* 
scend,  which  made  me  conjecture  there  was  a  subterraneous  place.  I  saw  them 
once  more  go  to  the  vessel,  and  come  back  with  an  old  man,  wlio  brought  with 
him  a  youth,  seemingly  well  made,  and  about  fourteen  or  fdteen  years  old.  They 
aU descended  at  the  spot  where  the  trap-door  liad  been  lifted  up.  After  they  came 
out  again,  they  shut  down  the  door  and  covered  it  witti  earth  as  before,  and  then 
relumed  to  the  creek  where  their  vessel  lay;  but  I  observed  that  tlie  >T)ung  man 
did  not  come  back  with  them,  whence  I  concluded  thai  he  remained  in  the  sub- 
terraneous place. 

This  circumstance  ver\'  much  evciied  my  astonishment. 

The  old  man  and  the  slaves  then  embarked,  and,  hoisting  the  sails,  made  way 
for  the  inaJoUnd.  WTien  1  found  the  vessel  had  got  so  far  off  that  t  c-ould  not 
be  perceived  by  the  crew,  I  came  down  from  the  tree,  and  went  dtreclt>  to  the 
place  where  I  liad  seen  them  dig  away  the  earth.  I  now  did  the  .same  thing,  and 
at  last  diSco\'cred  a  stone  two  or  du-ec  feet  siguarc.  1  hfted  it  up,  and  found  that 
It  cooccalal  the  entrance  to  a  flight  of  stone  stairs.  1  descended,  and  at  the 
bottom  pen  ci^nl  that  1  was  in  a  large  chamber,  the  Boor  oi  which  wi*  din-eted 
with  a  or  .  also  a  sofa  and  some  cusliiuns  with  a  rich  stuH  '  -iw 

a  young    '  down  with  a  fan  in  his  hand.    I  distinguished  ail  -'^ 

by  the  ligiii  Ml  :i\  I  inrrhcs,  a^  1  did  also  the  fruits  .md  puis  of  llowei-i  wm.ii  were 
near  him.     At  the  sight  of  me  the  young  man  was  much  alarmed:  but,  in  order 

to  jjive  lit  ■         ;■  ■■'•.  1  said  to  him  on  enttnng,"  Whoever  you  are,  t'l *'  ng, 

sir:  aki  '  son  of  a  king,  as  I  am,  is  not  cajKible  of  doing  y  ry. 

On  the  t.^. ■.....;.  .ou  may  esteem  it  as  a  most  fortunate  circumstai.^^  ......  -  um 

come  here  to  deliver  you  from  this  tomb,  where  ynu  seem  to  me  to  have  been 
buried  alive,  but  for  what  reasons  1  am  unable  to  tclt.  What,  howc\-cr,  most  cm- 
bura«scs  me  (lor  1  wiU  not  conceal  that  I  ha%-c  been  a  witness  to  e%-cr)-tb>Dg  titat 
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'I  Vrncc  you  landed  on  this  island),  and  wluit  I  cannot  undentand  is, 
'1  toh^iveiuffeicd  yourself  to  have  been  buiied  here  wittiout  mnking 

oun^  man  hus  much  enrouniged  by  this  speech,  and  requested  in  a  plcas- 
er  that  I  would  cake  a  seat  near  hini.   As  soon  as  I  was  seated,  he  said, 
btiut,  prince,  to  inform  you  of  a  circumstance*  the  ungular  nature  « 
ill  ver)'  much  surpnsc  you. 

father  i&  a  jeweller,  who  has  acquired  by  his  industry  and  great  skill  in 

sion  a  very  large  fortune.    He  nas  a  great  number  of  slaves  and  factors, 

e  many  voyages  for  hiin  in  his  onu  vessels.    He  has  also  correspondents 

courts,  whidi  he  MJiipUes  with  all  the  precious  stones  and  jewels  for 

lhc^'  have  occasion.     IHc  had  been  married  a  lon^  time  without  having 

'.Iiildrcn  when  one  night  he  dreamed  that  he  sh'.'uld  have  a  Mjn,  whose  life, 

c\'er,  would  l>e  but  shurt.     This  dream,  when  he  awoke,  gave  htm  great  un- 

iioess.    Some  lime  .iftet  this,  my  mother  Informed  him  that  she  was  with  child, 

ihr  ler)  tune  whi-n  she  ihought  she  had  confi-ived  agreed  exacily  with  my 

Jirr'i  dream.    At  the  end  of  nine  months  I  u-as  bom,  to  the  great  joy  of  all  the 

;!)■.     My  father  having  observed  the  moment  of  my  birth  with  the  greatest 

CSS,  consuhed  the  xstrologcrs.  who  answered, "  Vour  son  ivill  live  without 

idcnt  or  misfonune  till  he  is  hflecn ;  but  he  will  then  run  a  great  risk  of 

life,  and  will  not  cscajH;  from  it  without  much  diffioilly.     if,  however, 

lid  have  the  good  forimic  not  lo  perish,  his  life  will  continue  many  years. 

Afcooi  this  lime,  tt«o,'  ihcy  added. '  the  eoncslrian  statue  of  brass,  which  stands 

•B  Ac  top  of  the  loadstone  mountain,  will  be  ovenhrown  by  Hrince  Agib,  the  son 

tf  King  Cassib,  and  fall  into  the  sea  ;  and  the  stars  also  discover  that,  fift>-  days 

■ftowirds,  your  son  will  be  killed  by  that  pnncc.' 

'As  this  prediction  a-^reed  with  my  father's  dream,  he  was  vcr)'  much  struck 
"<d  afflicted  by  it.  He  did  not.  however,  omit  taking  the  greatest  care  of  my 
•fccMion  1(11  the  present  moment,  which  is  the  fifteenth  year  of  my  age.  He  was 
}<HcnU)  informtd  that  ten  days  ago  the  brazen  figure  was  overthrown  by  the 
ptiace  whom  I  mentioned  to  you.  and  this  intcUigcnce  cost  him  so  many  tears 
nlibrms  lliat  he  hardly  looks  like  the  same  man. 

'Upon  this  prediction  of  the  astroloccrs  my  father  tried  every  means  to  deceive 
•oy  hmroicope  and  preserve  my  life  For  a  long  lime  past  he  has  taken  Uie  pre- 
auiKjQ  lo  have  this  habitation  built,  in  ortler  to  conceal  me  for  ihc  fifty  days,  after 
Gleamed  that  the  statue  had  Ixen  overthrown.  It  w.-is  on  this  account  that,  as 
lanaa^  »,.-  i  ......  ,vhat  had  hapi>cned  ten  days  since,  he  c.ime  here  for  the  pur- 
ine CI  ^  mr  during  the  forT>'  days  th:it  remain ;  and  he  has  promised 

*l  the  -..., ;.  L>f  that  time  to  come  and  take  me  back.    As  for  myself,''he 

•Alwl. "  1  h.tvc  '.he  best  hopes,  for  I  do  not  believe  that  Prince  Agib  will  come 
for  me  underground  in  the  midst  of  a  desert  island.  This,  my  lord,  is 
to  inform  you  of." 

the  »on  nf  the  jeweller  was  relating-  his  history  lo  me  I  imrardlv  laughed 
.  astrologers  who  had  prtxhcied  that  I  should  lake  away  his  life  ;  and  I 
'•h  mjrsetf  vj  TCTT  unlikvly  to  verify  their  prtrdiclion,  that  he  had  srarrcly  finished 
Vpctlcuic  before  1  exclaimed  with  transport,"  Have  rontidcnce.  my  dear  sir,  in  the 
KVvdocsi  of  God,  and  fear  nothing.  Esteem  it  only  as  a  debt  you  had  to  pay, 
■rf  ihat  from  this  hour  you  are  free  from  it.  I  am  delighted  at  finding  myself 
*'<tiinate  as  to  be  here,  after  having  been  shipwrecked,  in  order  to  guard  you 
-Viiftll  those  who  would  attempt  your  life.  I  will  not  i^uit  you  for  a  moment 
yWlH  Ilie  forty  days  whiih  the  vain  and  absurd  conjectures  of  the  astrologers 
■••imaie  you  apprehensive  of.  During  this  lime  I  will  render  you  everj-  ser- 
"^^  IB  ray'pou'crr.  and  afterwards  I  ■will  take  advantage,  with  your  and  your 
^'^t^%  pcrmiMion,  of  embarking  tn  your  vessel,  in  order  to  return  to  the  conti- 
*>>*:  knd  when  1  sh.!!!  have  got  back  to  my  kingdom,  I  shall  never  for^gci  ihe 
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obllgai!on  I  am  under  to  you,  and  «nU  endeavour  to  pruve  my  gratitude  by 
means  in  my  power." 

1  encouraged  him  bv  thi<.  diwoiirse,  and  thus  jpined  his  confidence.  I  took 
care,  from  ilic  fciir  of  uianninj;  him,  not  to  inform  hirti  that  I  was  iht  very  person 
whom  he  dreaded,  nor  give  him  the  least  suspicion  on  the  subject.  \V'e  con- 
versed about  v.irious  things  till  m];;ht.  and  I  eaailv  discovered  that  the  young  nun 
possessed  a  sensible  and  wcU-mformcd  mind.  We  ate  cogether  out  of  his  store 
of  provisions,  which  were  so  abundant,  that  they  would  have  tasted  more  than 
the  forty  days,  had  there  been  other  f^csts  bc&idc  myself.  \Vc  continued  our 
conversation  some  time  alter  supper,  and  then  retired  to  resL 

When  he  got  up  the  next  morning,  1  presented  him  witli  a  basin  and  some 
vater.  He  washed  himself,  while  1  prep-ircd  the  dinner,  which  1  served  up  at 
a  proper  time.  After  "ur  rc|»nst,  I  invented  .t  -^.ort  (if  game  to  amuse  us.  not  only 
during  that  day,  but  for  the  following.  I  prepared  ihc  supjK-r  in  the  same  way 
I  had  done  the  dinner;  we  then  supped  and  retired  to  rest,  the  same  as  the 
preceding  d.ny. 

We  had  suDicient  time  to  contract  a  friendship  for  each  other.  I  perceived 
that  he  had  an  inchnation  for  me,  nnd  on  my  side  the  re^rd  u-as  so  strong;,  that 
I  often  s.iid  to  m>-sclf,  "The  .-istrologcrs,  who  Iiavc  predicted  to  the  iaiher  thai 
his  son  should  be  slam  by  my  hands,  wxrc  impostors,  for  it  is  impossible  I  could 
cotnmit  su  hurrtd  u  crime. '  In  bhort.  we  p.i?3cd  thuty-nine  days  in  the  plvasant- 
csi  manner  possible  in  thi^  sublcrrancou'i  lubitatioii. 

Al  length  the  fortieth  arrive*!.  The  youth,  when  he  ivas  getting  up,  said  to  me. 
in  a  transport  of  joy  which  he  coidd  not  restrain,  "  Hehold  me  nnw,  prince,  on 
the  fortieth  day,  atui,  thank  (-kkI  and  your  t;ood  society.  I  am  nut  dead.  .My 
father  will  not  tail  ver)'  soon  to  acknowledge  his  obligations,  and  himish  you  with 
every  means  and  opportunity  m  his  power  which  may  be  necesiary  lur  you  lo 
return  to  your  kingdum.  liut  while  we  are  wailing,"  added  he.  *"  I  beg  of  you  to 
have  the  goodness  to  wanrt  some  water,  that  I  may  wash  my  uhole  body  in  the 
port.-ible  bath.  I  wish  to  cleanse  myself  and  change  my  dress,  in  order  to  receive 
my  father  with  the  greater  propriety."  1  put  the  water  on  the  fire,  .-ind  when  it 
was  just  K-arm  1  Bllcd  the  pitiable  bath.  The  young  man  cut  in :  I  lK>th  washed 
and  rubbed  him  myself.  He  then  gut  out.  and  went  mto  the  bed  1  had  pre- 
pared for  him,  and  I  tlirew  Uie  cover  over  him.  After  he  liad  reposed  himself 
and  slept  for  some  time,  he  said  to  me,  "*  Oblige  tne,  my  prince,  and  bring  me  a 
melon  and  some  sugar.     I  want  to  eat  something  lo  refresh  me.* 

I  chose  one  of  the  melons  nhich  rem-iined,  and  put  it  on  a  plate:  and  as  I 
rould  not  find  a  knife  to  cut  it,  I  asked  the  youth  if  he  knew  where  there  was 
one.  "There  is  one,"  he  replied,  "  upon  the  comirc  over  my  head."  I  looked 
up  and  perceived  one  there;  but  1  strained  myself  so  much  in  endeavouring  to 
get  it,  that  at  the  very  moment  I  had  it  m  my  hand,  my  foot  by  sotne  means  got 
so  entangled  in  the  covcnng  of  the  bed,  that  I  unfortunately  fell  down  on  too 
young  man.  and  pierced  him  to  the  heart  with  the  knife.  He  expired  the  very 
same  instant 

At  this  sight  I  cried  most  bitterly;  I  beat  my  head  and  breast:  I  lore  my 
habit,  and  threw  myself  on  the  ground  in  grief  and  despair.  **  Al.is  I "  I  cried, "  a 
few  hours  only  remametl  fur  him  tt>  be  out  of  the  danger  against  which  he  Mught 
u  asylum,  and  at  tli^  fnent  1  diought  the  danger  past.  I  am  become  Uttb 

assassin,  and  have  '    pn^diction  to  cume  to  pa^!.     Uut  I  ask  Tliy  par- 

don. O  Lord,"  I  addr'],  -.  .\'.■•-.'.\^i,  niy  head  and  handb  towards  bcavcn,  "  und  if  1 
am  guilty  uf  his  draili,  I  deMir  to  live  no  kinger." 

AfttT  this  misfortune  di.iih  wnuld  h.->ve  bt-en  very  acceptable  to  me,  and  t 
should  have  met  it  without  dread.  Hut  we  arc  neither  atnicicd  with  cvU  nor 
blessed  with  good  fortune  nlwa\s  at  the  moment  we  may  desire  it. 

la  the  meantime,  reflccling  itiat  neither  my  tears  nor  sorrow  oHikl 
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Twh,  and  tlut,  :u  the  fort>'  days  were  now  concluding,  I  should  be  surprised  by 
l^bllitT,  I  uiiittcil  the  liubtcrraneoiis  building,  itnd  oMrended  to  the  tup  of  the 
*twv  I  rcplic"c«l  tlie  Urge  stone  over  the  entrnncc,  and  ro^xrcd  it  with  the 
anh.  I  haa  srarccly  tini^hcd,  when,  looking  tow.irds  the  mainland,  I  percei\*ed 
■^  vtsscl  which  waii  coming  for  Uie  younf;  uun.  Mcditaiini;  what  plan  I  should 
ptnuc,  I  >aid  tu  myself,  "  If  I  let  them  see  mc,  it  is  probable  the  old  inan  wiU 
VaeiDc.  and  order  hi»  slaves  to  slay  me,  when  he  shall  have  disrovcrcd  his  son 
blbcitilc  in  whidt  I  have  left  him.  Whatever  1  could  allege  in  my  own  ju»ti- 
"Qttioa  would  never  persuade  him  of  my  innocence.  It  is  surety  better,  then,  to 
■ilbdniw  myself  from  his  sight,  while  I  have  the  power,  than  expose  myself  to 
hb  reaentxnenL''' 

Nor  the  subterraneous  cavern  there  was  a  large  tree,  the  thick  folLige  of  which 
ttaned  to  me  well  adapted  for  concealment.  1  immediately  got  up  into  it,  and 
tul  iv.>  lumner  placed  myself  so  as  not  to  be  seen,  than  I  ol:scr>ed  the  vessel 
<  1  in  the  same  place  it  had  before  done.  The  old  man  and  the  slaves 
rnc  on  shore,  and  approached  the  subterraneous  dwdUng  in  a  manner 
>ku  ihowrd  thi.'y  had  some  hopes,  liut  when  they  snw  that  the  ground  had 
Wn  btcly  disturbed,  lliey  changed  colour,  cspetially  the  old  man.  They  then 
t'ted  up  ttie  stone  and  descended  the  stairs.  They  called  the  vmmg  man  by 
Iw  tumc,  but  no  answer  was  returned.  Their  fe.irs  rcdoulilcd.  They  searched 
>iniit,and  ai  last  found  him  stretched  on  his  couch,  with  the  knife  through  his 
ton,  for  I  had  not  had  the  courage  to  draw  it  out.  On  sccin;;  this,  they  uttered 
•»cb  U  cries,  that  my  tears  flowed  afresh.     The  old  man  lamicd,  and 

Wil.r  '.  him  out  in  their  arms,  that  he  might  feci  the  air,  and  for  lliis 

Iwpfw  incv-  DiLiccd  hiin  at  the  foot  of  the  very  tree  in  which  I  was.  Notwith- 
*«diDg  all  tlicir  cares,  the  unforlurutc  father  remained  so  long  in  this  state* 

*^  iV' -^  *'    '   'i;irc  desfinired  of  his  life. 

Ht  ■  rd  fmrn  ihisUing  faiming-fii.  ThesLives  then  went  down. 

^^  ^x-.-^ .-liy  of  his  son,  clothed  in  the  fincM  g.irmcnts.  and  as  soon 

Utile  gnve  which  they  made  was  ready,  they  put  the  b«xly  iil    The  old  man. 


supported  by  two  slaves,  with  his  face  baihcd  in  tears,  threu-  in  tlie  first  piece  i 
earth,  after  which  the  slaves  filled  up  the  grave.     This  being  done,  the  furmti 
and  remainder  uf  die  provisions  were  put  on  board  the  vessel.    The  «ild 
overcome  wiih  sorrow,  was  unable  to  support  him&cir,  and  «as  therefore  cjrrifl 
to  the  ves^  in  a  son  of  litier  by  the  slaves,  and  cbcy  immcdiaiety  put  to 
Tlicy  soon  got  to  a  coniidcrablc  distance  from  llic  island,  and  1  lost  sight  of  ih( 

I  mm  remained  alone  in  the  ishind,  and  pai>sed  the  fuUuwine  night  in  the  st 
terraneous  dwelling,  which  had  nut  been  again  ^hul  up :  and  the  next  day  1  U 
;i  sur\'ey  of  the  nholc  iblaiid,  resting  in  tliu>e  places  most  adapted  for  the 
pose,  whenever  I  fell  myself  »vcaty.  1  passed  a  whole  month  in  ihi*  unplcas 
manner,  at  the  end  of  which  time  I  perceived  ihe  sea  considerably  diminish, 
island  appeared  tu  becuinc  sensibly  larger,  and  themainLind  approached  neat 
In  truth,  tile  wjter  decrcawd  so  much,  ihat  there  was  now  only  a  siixall  channel 
between  me  and  the  continent,  and  I  passed  over  ^^-ittiout  being  deeper  than  the 
middle  of  my  leg.  I  then  walked  so  far  on  the  Hat  sand,  that  1  was  greatly 
fatigued.  I  at  last  reached  firmer  ground,  and  was  already  a:  a  considcmWc 
distance  from  the  sea,  when  I  saw  before  me  something  th.it  appeared  like  .i  \ar^ 
tire.  At  this  I  was  much  rejoiced;  *'  For  here,"  said  I  to  myself,  "  I  iliall 
lainly  find  some  persons,  .is  a  tire  cannot  light  itself."  But  as  I  went  nearer 
inisukc  began  to  clear  up,  and  I  soon  found  out  that  wliat  1  had  taken  for  a  i 
was  a  sort  of  casde  uf  reu  copper,  from  which  the  rays  of  the  sun  were  r«fl( 
in  such  a  manner  a->  to  tnuke  it  appear  in  flames. 

I  stopped  near  thi>  castle,  and  wl  down,  as  well  to  consider  the  beauty  of ' 
building  as  in  some  degree  to  recover  from  my  fatigue.  I  had  not  yci  bestov 
all  the  attention  uptm  this  magniricent  house  which  it  deserved,  when  1  pcrceii 
fen  well-made  young  men  come  out  for  the  purpose,  as  it  appeared,  of  walkii 
but  vhat  seemed  to  mc  more  surprising  was,  that  they  were  all  blind  of  the 
eye ;  an  old  in.m  of  nithcr  a  large  stature,  whose  appearance  was  very  veneral 
accompanied  ihem. 

I  was  very  much  astonished  at  meeting  so  many  people  at  the  same  time,' 
were  not  only  blind  of  one  eye,  but  had  also  lost  the  same  eye.    While  I  w.is  i 
<le\'ouring  to  dis< over  in  my  own  mind  for  what  purpose,  or  by  what  circumstai 
ihey  were  thus  cnllcaed  together,  they  accosted  mc,  and  showed  signs  of  >ft 
joy  at  seeing  mc.     After  the  tirst  compliments  had  passed,  they  inquired  of 
what    brought  me  there :    1  lold  them  that  iny  hiaior>'  was  rather  long,  but^ 
tliey  would  take  the  tranlilc  in  sil  duwn.  1  would  afford  them  tlic  s-itisfaction  tl 
wisnc<l.     They  seated  themselves,  and  I  related  to  them  cvcn-ihing  that 
happened  to  mc,  from  the  moment  1  had  left  my  own  kingdom  till  lh.il  insl 
This  narration  greatly  excited  their  surprise.    When  1  had  iinished  my  stor\-, 
entreated  mc  to  come  with  them  into  the  castle.    I  accepted  their  offer,  and 
ing  through  a  long  suite  of  halls,  antechambers,  saloons,  and  cabinets,  all' 
furnished  and  appointed,  we  came  at  IcngUi  to  a  large  and  magnificent  apanmt 
were  there  were  ten  small  blue  sofas,  placed  in  a  circle,  but  uncowccied,  whi 
served  both  to  sit  on  and  reM  during  the  day,  and  also  to  sleep  upon  in  the  ni 
In  the  midst  of  this  circle  there  was  another  sofa,  less  raised,  but  uf  the  siaizic 
colour,  ujwm  which  the  old  man  of  whom  I  have  spt'ken  sat.  while  t'.ie  yotii^  0( 
seated  themselves  upon  rhe  mher  ten.     As  each  sofa  held  only  one  person, 
of  the  young  men  s-iid  to  me,  **  Sit  down,  my  friend,  upon  the  carpet  in  the  m« 
of  this  place;  and  tlo  not  endeavour  to  inform  >*ourse)f  of  anything  thai 
«s>,nor  ask  the  reason  why  we  .-ire  all  blind  of  the  right  eye;  l»e  satiaticd  with 
you  sec,  and  do  not  carrj'  your  curiosity  any  further."  The  old  man  did  not  rem 
long  seated ;  he  got  up  and  went  not,  but  vcr^'  soon  returned,  bringing  with 
a  supper  iuT  the  ten  young  men.  tu  each  of  whom  he  distributed  a  certain  port 
He  ga\e  me  mine  in  the  same  way.  which,  like  the  rest,  I  ate  alone.     As 
it  was  finished,  the  old  man  presented  each  of  u&  with  a  cup  of  wine. 


Tbf  HUtory  of  the  Third  CaJemler, 


89 


Mv  I.i  N.tv  appeared  to  ihem  so  extraordinary,  that  ihcy  made  me  repeat  it 

I  4S  owr,    TItis  .ifterw-irds  lerf  lo  a  convcrsalion  which  ladled  great 

;iit.     One  nf  the  young  men  now  observing  that  it  was  so  late,  ■>aid 

oiMT,  "  Vou  ic*  thai  it  is  tnne  to  retire  to  rest,  and  yet  you  An  not  bring 

ncccs&nry  for  us  to  discharge  our  duty.'     At  this  the  old  man  got  up, 

Itrent  miu  a  cabinet,  from  whence  he  broujiht  upon  his  head  ten  basins,  one 
Uu  other,  ajl  covered  with  bhic  stuff;  he  placvd  one  of  them,  with  a  torch, 
of  the  young  men.  They  uncovered  their  ba^iins.  in  which  there  were 
be*,  some  cbaicoal  in  powder,  and  some  lampblack.  They  mixed  all 
Bihcr,  and  beg:in  to  nib  them  over  their  face^,  and  smear  their  coun- 
uniil  ihcir  appeannce  was  very  frightful.  After  ihey  had  blacked 
over  in  this  m^inner,  they  beg.in  to  weep,  to  make  gtcat  lamentations, 
udtAbeat  their  head  and  breast,  railing  out  incessantly  all  the  lime,  "Behold 
fa  WBscqnenccs  of  our  idleness  and  debaucheries )  " 

Hirr  p.t3>icd  almost  the  whole  nij^ht  m  this  strange  occupation;  at  last  they 
twe  ovw,  when  the  old  m.in  brought  ihem  some  water,  in  which  they  washed 
•i»  bcc  and  hands.  They  then  took  off  their  dresses,  which  were  murh  torn, 
■id  fRd  on  others,  so  that  they  did  not  appear  to  havT  been  engaged  in  those 
onianlinar)-  occupations  to  which  I  had  been  a  witness.  Judge  wluit  was  my 
fciriiuting  all  this  time.  I  was  tempted  a  tjjouiand  times  to  brc;ik  the  silence 
•lidi  ibry  had  imposed  upon  me,  for  the  purpose  ot  asking  them  questions ;  nor 
owM  I,  during  the  remainder  of  the  night,  get  any  rest. 

Tic  foWoHinj:  morning,  as  swm  as  we  were  up,  we  went  out  to  Mke  the  air,  arwj  I 
•^  utd  to  ihem,  "  1  must  inform  you,  gentlemen,  that  I  renounce  the  law  you 
^VmA  upon  mc  Ioj;!  mi^hi,  as  I  can  no  lonj^cr  observe  it.  You  are  wise  men, 
■d  you  hare  given  mc  sufficient  reason  to  believe  thai  you  possess  an  enlarged 
<*«ttimdins:  yet.  at  the  same  time,  I  have  seen  you  do  things  of  which  none 
Mnidmrn  WDuld  be  giiilty.  Whatever  misfonune  may  happen  to  me  in  con- 
■•hk*,',  '  refrain  from  inquiring  for  what  reason  you  daubed  your  faces 

■Au^'  I,  and  black  paint,  and  how  you  have  all  lost  an  eye.   Some- 

tlaijvm  -.in^juLir  must  be  the  cause  of  this  ;  1  entreat  you,  therefore,  to  satisfy 
oy  toriosity."  Notwithstanding  such  pressing  cnircaiics,  they  only  answered 
•fcn  the  inquiries  I  mndc  did  not  relate  to  mc,  that  I  had  no  interest  in  their 
'OlAUtand  that  I  might  remain  in  peace.  Wc  passed  the  day  in  conversing  upon 
Mbbbk  sohjccts,  and.  when  night  approache*!,  we  supped  sepaialely,  as  before, 
nd  the  old  man  agiiin  brought  the  blue  b.i^ins,  with  the  contents  of  which  the 
Mfitn  in(iin(cd  iIh-h. selves;  they  then  \vepi,  beat  themselves,  and  exri.aimcd, 
"Bcfaoli  ires  of  our  idleness  and  our  debaucheries!"    The  fol- 

*Mnj  t . .    -  i;cd  the  same  thing. 

Icooklai  last  no  longer  resist  my  curiosity,  and  I  very  seriously  entreated  them 
■  ■Un^  mc.  or  inform  me  by  what  road  I  could  return  to  my  kingdom ;  for  I 
'rtJ  %tr  :Tipossiblc  to  remain  any  longer  with  Ihem.  and  be  every  night 

'•fcftet  1  extraordinary  Sight,  if  I  was  not  permitted  to  know  the  motives 

*■  prr«lu*.cd  it  One  of  the  young  men  thus  answered  me  for  the  rest :  "  Do 
*<  ■  astnni^hed  .it  what  wc  do  in  yimr  jircwnce ;  if  we  hn\ e  not  hitherto  yielded 
■ytw  t    '  been  entirely  out  of  friendship  for  vou,  and  lo  spare  you 

tail  Ik  reiiiiced  10  the  same  state  in  which  you  sec  us.     If  you 

"■fctodp.Tirmi-'  our  iinforttmatc  fate,  you  have  only  to  speak,  and  we  will  gi^■c 
T*  ifae  BtiWaction  you  rcijuire."  1  told  them  1  was  determined  to  know  it  at  aJl 
^■i.  "Once  more,"  replied  the  same  young  man,  "  we  advise  vou  to  restrain 
^i  Wnosity,  for  it  will  cost  you  the  sight  of  your  right  eye."  "  It  is  of  no  con- 
Mtenr-  '  1  "-"rred,  "  and  1  declare  to  you  that  if  this  misfortune  docs  happen, 
'  •*>>  ■  r  you  as  the  cause  of  it,  but  shall  lav  the  blame  entirely  on  my- 

■*^    A ,       'jprtsented  lo  mc  that,  when  I  sljould  have  lost  my  eye.  1  must 

""ic^Ki  10  rtflOAin  with  Ihem,  even  if  1  had  thought  of  it,  as  iheir  mi'mber  was 
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complete,  and  could  not  be  increased.  I  told  them  it  wontd  cause  me  much  regret 
to  seponite  myself  from  such  agreeable  company,  but  siill,  if  it  were  necessary.  I 
would  submit  to  it,  since,  whatever  might  oe  the  consequence,  I  was  bent  on 
obtaining  the  satisfaction  I  re<juired. 

The  icn  younji  men,  observing  that  I  was  not  to  be  shaken  in  my  resolinlon, 
lonk  a  sheep,  and  killed  it ;  after  they  had  taken  oiT  the  akin,  they  gave  mc  the 
knife  they  had  made  um:  of,  and  said,  "  Take  this  knife ;  it  nill  serve  you  for  an 
occasion  of  which  we  will  soon  inform  voii.  We  are  goinjf  to  sew  you  up  in  this 
skin,  in  whirh  it  is  necessary  you  should  be  entirely  concealed.  \Vc  sliall  then 
leave  you  m  this  place,  and  retire.  Soon  afterwards,  a  bird  of  a  most  enormot-s 
si«e,  which  tlicy  call  a  roc,  will  appear  in  the  air,  and,  taking  you  fur  a  sheep.  wiU 
plunge  down  u)M>n  you,  and  lift  you  up  to  the  cloud}> ;  but  do  not  let  this  alarm 
you.  The  bird  will  soon  return  with  his  prey  towards  ihc  canh.and  mil  l,ty  vini 
down  on  the  top  of  a  mountain.  As  smm  as  you  shall  tcci  yourself  upon  the 
pround,  rip  opes  the  skin  with  lite  knife,  and  discover  yourself.  On  seeing  nxni, 
uie  roc  will  l>c  alarmed,  and  fly  away,  leaving  you  at  liberty.  Do  not  atop  then, 
but  go  on  until  you  arriv'C  at  a  castle  of  a  most  prodigious  m;igni(ude,  entirely 
covered  willi  plates  of  gold,  set  with  liirgc  emeralds  and  uthci  precious  atones. 
Co  to  the  gate,  which  is  alw.iys  open,  and  enter.  All  of  us  who  ate  here  have 
been  In  this  castle ;  hut  we  niU  tell  ynu  nothing  of  what  we  sjiw,  nor  what  hap- 
pened to  US,  as  you  will  learn  everything  yourself.  The  only  tiling  we  can  inform 
vou  is,  that  it  has  cost  each  of  us  a  right  e>'C.  and  the  penance  which  you  have 
witnessed  is  what  we  arc  obliged  to  undergo  in  consci|uencc  of  our  having  been 
there.  The  particukir  histor>'  of  each  of  us  Is  full  of  sudi  wonderful  advcuturts 
that  they  would  form  a  large  volume:  but  we  c;mnot  now  tell  you  more." 

As  soon  ;is  the  young  man  had  hnished  this  speech,  I  wrapped  myself 
the  shcep-sktij,  and  look  the  knife  which  tliey  had  given  nic.  After  they 
taken  the  trouble  to  sew  me  up  in  it,  they  left  me  in  that  place,  and  retired 
tlicir  apartment.  It  was  not  long  before  Uie  roc  which  they  had  mentioned 
its  appearance,  plunged  down  upon  me,  took  me  up  in  iti  tiUons  as  if  I  were  a 
sheep,  and  transported  inc  t>}  the  summit  of  a  mountain.  When  I  perceived  that 
I  was  upon  the  ground,  I  did  not  fail  tn  make  use  of  like  knife.  I  ripped  opes 
the  skin,  threw  it  off,  and  appeared  before  the  roc,  wlw  rtew  away  tlic  instant  it 
saw  rac.  This  roc  is  a  white  bird  of  .in  enormous  si/e.  its  strength  is  such  that 
it  M-ill  lift  up  elephants  from  the  ground,  and  cirr}'  them  to  the  top  of  mounCaim. 
where  it  devours  them. 

My  impatience  to  arrive  at  the  castle  was  such,  that  I  reached  it  In  lets  ihaa 
half  a  day,  and  I  certainly  found  it  much  more  beautiful  than  it  had  been  des<-ribe<i 
The  gate  was  ojiwi,  and  I  entered  into  a  square  court,  of  such  vast  extent  that  in 
It  *;ere  ninety-nine  dmirs,  made  of  sandal-wood  and  aloes,  and  one  of  gold,  not 
to  reckon  those  of  many  magniticcnt  staircases,  which  led  to  the  upper  apartments, 
and  some  others  whirh  I  did  not  sec.  The  hundred  doors  I  have  mentioned 
formed  the  entrances  cither  into  the  gardens,  or  into  niagjuines  tilled  with  richo^ 
or  some  oilier  places  which  contained  things  most  surprising  to  behold.  ^h 

Opposite  to  mc  1  saw  an  open  door,  through  which  I  entered  into  a  large  sal^^| 
where  forty  young  females  were  sitting,  whose  beauty  was  so  perfect  that  itlflP 
impossible  for  the  imagination  to  form  to  itself  anything  be>-ond  it.  They  were 
all  very  m-xgniliccnlly  dressed,  and  iis  soon  as  they  pCTccived  me  thc>-  got  up,  and 
without  nailing  for  mc  lo  pay  my  compliments,  they  culled  out.  with  appearance 
of  great  joy,  *■  Welcome,  my  brave  lord,  you  arc  welcome  I  "  and  one  of  them, 
speaking  for  the  rest,  said,  "  We  ha^-c  a  long  time  expectctl  a  person  like  yoa 
Your  manner  sufficiently  shows  that  you  possess  all  the  c<»«>d  qualities  wc  cuuld 
wish,  and  we  hope  that  you  will  not  t:nd  our  com{Mny  citner  di'*ajtTi-<';(ble  or  an- 
Worthy  of  j-ou."  After  some  rcsisunrc  on  my  part,  they  fnrcetl  me  to  *ii  down 
on  a  place  that  was  more  raised  than  theirs;  and  when  1  sliowed  them  it 
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It  to  mr,  iTier  said,  "  It  is  )'otir  place;  from  this  momei\t  you  are  our 

our  master,  and  our  ludgc;  wc  arc  your  slaves,  and  ready  lo  obty  your 

DjuuIl"     Nothing  in  the  world  could  have  astonished  me  more  than  the 

:and  ihc  eagerness  thcscladies  professed  to  render  mcever>' possible  strvice. 

brought  mc  some  warm  water  to  waili  niy  feet;  another  tnrew  some  per- 

■d  water  over  my  liands  ;  some  brought  mc  whatever  was  necessary  to  change 

fh«K»:  .md  others  served  up  a  magniiicenl  collation;  while  another  part)* 

pr'ctcntcd  ihcmseUes  Iwfore  me  with  a  goblet  in  their  hands,  ready  to  pour  out 

ibe  mott  dehcious  wine.    AU  this  was  done  without  any  confusion,  and  m  such 

tdmirable  order,  and  such  a  pleasant  way,  that  1  was  quite  charmed.    J  ate  and 

iltank;  aft-r  which,  all  the  ladies,  placin>;  themselves  around  mc,  n$ked  me  to 

nUte  i!  -  'rsofmv  journey.    1  ga\c  them  so  full  an  account  that  it  lasted 

tiU  »he  'if  night.    When  1  had  fmi^hcd  the  relation  of  my  historj-  to 

(V.-  ..f  those  who  were  seated  nearest  to  mc  waited  to  entcr- 

■-■nt  out  to  seek  for  lights.  They  returned  with  such  a  pro- 

1  •        .;■:  ir,!!v,  ii:,it  iliey  priiduced  .'utmost  the  briiliaiicy  uf  day ;  but  they  were 

1       .;.  ,i  ^s  Ml  vi  murh  5\niniciry  and  taste  as  we  could  hardly  wish  for. 

.vmn;  ui  ibc  other  l.iilies  co\ered  the  tables  viith  dried  fruits,  sweetiiieats,  and 
tdm condiments  Itkcty  to  exciie  a  desire  for  drinking;  they  also  furnished  the 
■dcboArd  with  tarimis  wines  and  liquors,  white  the  remainder  of  the  ladies  came 
vtAaercnl  musical  instruments.  When  everything  was  ready,  they  inv-iled  me 
t»ihdo«-Tt  at  tabic;  tlic  ladies  s;»t  down  with  me,  and  wc  remained  there  acon- 
^4cnble  time.  Those  who  entertained  us  with  the  instrtimcnts,  accompanied 
llmiwitfa  their  voices,  and  formed  a  delightful  concert.  The  rest  began  a  sort 
o'UI.ud  danced  in  pairs,  one  after  the  other,  in  the  most  graceful  and  elegant 
nMnnti  possible.  It  was  past  midnight  before  all  these  aimisemenis  wcr«  con- 
(bded.  One  of  the  Ijdies  then  addressmj;  me,  said,  "  Vou  arc  fatigued  with  the 
4cnn  you  have  come  to-day,  and  it  is  umc  you  should  take  some  repose."  I 
fRKnlM  my  hand,  therefore,  to  hcr ;  she  imnieUiatcIy  gave  mc  hers,  .and  ihcy 
^Mdncted  DS  to  a  magnihccnt  apartiuent.  The  other  ladies  then  Icfl  us  there, 
»d  retired  to  their  own. 

I  h.id  hanliy  timshrd  dressing  myself  in  the  morning  before  the  other  ihirt)*- 
tweUi!.  .timent,  differently  adornecf  from  the  preceding  day. 

Tiey  p  .  to  mc,  and  made  inquiries  after  my  nc-ilth.     They 

iben  toniMi  -.ni  luc  lo  ;i  fjnih.  whcTC  thcv  employed  themselves  m  rendering  nte 
noy  lervirc  I  wanted,  although  coDtrar\'  to  my  inclination ;  and  when  I  c.\mc 
"■t  they  brought  me  another  drt-ss,  sulf  more  mat;nificent  than  tlic  tirsL  In 
"fcwt,  madam,  not  to  tire  you  by  repeating  the  same  thing  over  again,  1  may 
ttfl  TOU  at  oner  that  I  passed  a  whole  year  with  these  forty  ladies,  and  that 
4nW5  t^  whole  of  this  time,  the  voluptuous  life  I  led  was  not  interrupted  by  the 
^  uea9bic'!>s. 

I  «a»  neter  incirc  suqiriscd  than  at  the  end  of  the  year,  when  the  forty  ladies, 
■MkI  of  prc^niing  themselves  to  me  with  their  accustomed  good  spirits,  and 
MiaB|[  inqtiiries  afirr  my  health,  one  morning  entered  my  apartmcrit  with  their 
Omuiiiwcgs  bathed  in  tears.  They  each  came  and  embraced  me,  and  said, 
"Mim.  dew  pnnce,  adteu  :  we  arc  now  compelled  to  leave  you." 

Tfef  ttan  aftrctcd  me  ver)-  much.  I  entreated  them  to  inform  me  of  the 
(■•e  rf  their  grief,  and  why  they  were  obliged,  as  they  5.iid.  to  leave  mc.  "  In 
ArtaDie  of  God,  my  beautiful  hidies,"  I  cxcLiimcd.  **  tell  mc,  I  beseech  \*du,  is 
•  ■ttj  power  to  rmtsole  you?  or  will  my  aid  and  assistance  prove  useless.'"* 
^■HCM  of  answering  me  in  a  direct  manner,  they  said.  **  Would  to  God  we  had 
■MB  V-  '  .vii  vtni,  Manv  men  h.ivc  dnne  \\s  the  honour  of  visiting  ui, 
^Kbc  f  ;  htit  no  onr  pi«sessed  the  elegance,  the  softness,  the  power 

rffilfciiii^,  -.11.-  tiicrit,  of  yourself,  nor  do  wc  know  how  wc  shall  be  able  to  live 
■o«»)oa.''     Upon  this,  they  renewed  their  tears.    "Amiable  ladies,"  1  cncdf 
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"do  not,  I  beg  of  >-ou,  keep  me  .my  longer  in  suspense,  but  tell  me  llie  cause  of 
your  sorrow."  "  AU& ! "  answcrt-d  thcv,  "*  what  else  could  afflict  us  bul  the 
neccisily  of  scparaiiny  oursclvci  fn)m  you  ?  Pcrhap*  wc  shall  nwcr  meet  affaln. 
Yet,  still,  if  ytiu  rrally  wished  ii,  and  liad  sul^cicnt  command  over  yourscu  for 
the  purpose,  il  is  not  alrsululely  impossible  for  you  to  rejoin  us,"  "  In  truth, 
ladies,"  t  replied, "  I  do  nui  at  alt  understand  what  you  mc.in  ;  speak.  I  cuniure 
roi»,  more  o|»cn]y."  "  Well,  llien."  said  one  of  them,  "  to  satisfy  vmu.  's  '. 
form  you  we  ni«  .ill  princesses,  and  the  dniighter*  of  kin"S.  Vuu  h 
wliat  ituinner,  and  under  what  condilinns,  we  live  here  ;  but  at  the  t-m:  ni  <  .  n 
>Tar  we  are  compelled  to  absent  ourst-lves  forty  days,  to  fulfil  some  dutic*  which 
cannot  be  dispensed  witb,  but  which  wc  are  not  at  liberty  to  n^v-cal  ;  after  thift, 

we  af-ain  return  to  this  castle. 
Yesterday  the  year  I'mished, 
and  lo-day  wc  iimsl  leave  vo«. 
This  is  the  '^tcw  cause  of  our 
affliction.  Before  wx  go,  we 
will  give  you  the  keysof  e^-cry- 
ihio};,  and  [larticularly  of  the 
hundred  doots,  utihin  which 
\ou  will  And  ample  room  to 
amuse  your  sohtudc  during 
our  absence.  But.  for  your 
own  sake,  and  for  uur  par- 
ticuUr  interest, wccnircai  yog 
to  refrain  from  opening  the 
golden  door.  If  you  do  open 
It,  we  shall  never  see  you 
again;  and  the  fear  wc  arc 
in,  lest  you  ^lumlcl,  incrtii*e» 
our  sorrow.  Wchop-- vn,i  uiii 
profit  by  the  ad\] 
(riven  you.  Your  :■  .  .  r 
happiness,  nay,  your  iilc,  tie- 
|)cnd&  upon  il ;  thcreforr,  be 
catcfuL  If  you  indisctvetJy 
yield  to  your  cuiiosity,  ytm 
will  also  do  us  a  considenible 
injury.  Weconjure vou.liiere- 
fore,  not  to  be  guiuy  of  this 
fault,  and  to  afford  us  the  cotH 
1  here 
da>-%. 
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solation  of  ti     ' 
ai  the  end  i 
We  would  take  the  key  nfihcpnldcndnor  with  H8, but  ti  would  bc.tn  --t. 
a  prinCB  Mi  you  are  to  doubt  for  a  moment  your  rircum^pccimn  and  •-\ 

This  speech  affected  mc  vcr>'  scnsiblv.  I  made  them  undcrsiimt-  i.. ..  ,„vir 
absence  would  cause  me  much  pain,  ancj  thanked  them  very  much  Utr  the  ^uod 
advice  tticy  j-iivc  me.  1  a»>sured  them  t  would  profit  by  it,  and  wuuld  perform 
'thinp*  mui  h  more  dilTc  nil  if  il  would  procure  nie  the  h.ippincs5  uf  fvas-iing  the 
Teinaimicr  of  my  lifr  wirh  l.idies  of  ^uth  rue  and  c\tra"idin-»ry  merit.  Wc  look 
the  mo*t  tender  leave  of  e.»rli  itihrr  ;  1  embraced  thrm  all,  and  ihry  dcpurted- 

Thc  nlea&anmcAs  of  their  rumpany.  good  living,  conceru,  and  vanuu*  amutc-^ 
mcnti,  liati  so  entirely  ettKru^ied  my  time  dunn,^  the  whole  year,  tliai  I  had 
the  least  opportunitv,  nrtr  trHlectI  inctLn.i!ion.  to  examine  the  wtmdrr^  that 
[Contninrti  m  th  ••''\  palace.     I  had  not  c\cn  paid  any  iittention  lo  the 

niiiltitude  of  ck;  nbjccls  which  were  continually  licfore  my  eye*,  mi 

much  was  1  taken  up  with  the  channt  and  accompli»hmenls  ul  the  ladies,  and 
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felt  at  finding  them  always  employed  in  endeavourinf;  to  amuse 
roe.'  I  ir.is  vcn.'  mii-h  afflit.tcd  at  their  departure;  and  although  ihcir  absence 
nito  Lui  only  forty  days^  this  time,  when  deprived  of  tlicir  society,  seemed  to 
loeanasc. 

I  determined  in  my  own  mind  to  attend  to  the  advtcc  they  had  given  me  not 
to  open  '  door;  but  as  I  wus  permitted,  with  that  one  exception,  to 

uQtfvio  .  I  look  the  keys  belonging  to  the  others,  which  were  regularly 

mutp^-.  'A  (he  first  door.    1  entered  a  fruit  garden,  to  which  I  thought 

tMllJBC  I  .  1  M'os  comparable,  not  even  that  of  which  our  religion  promises 

■itheeiijuvKiti.c  j3tcr  death.  The  admirable  order  and  arrangement  m  which 
iherrvcs  were  disposed,  the  abundance  and  variety  of  the  fruits,  many  of  which 
wcreanknovm  to  mc.  together  with  their  freshnes.<)  and  beauty,  and  the  elegant 
oatocss  apparent  m  every  5|>ot,  ravished  me  with  astonishment.  Nor  must  1 
Mxtect  t"  '  :  "u  that  this  delightful  garden  was  watered  in  a  most  singular 
Buaer  'uncls.  cut  out  with  great  art  and  regularity,  and  of  different 

•»,ttwi'^>tii  iiiv'  water  in  great  abundance  to  the  tools  of  bome  trees  which 
icquavl  it,  in  order  to  -vend  fonh  their  t'lr'it  leaves  and  flowers :  while  others, 
iMefriBts  were  alreadv  set,  received  it  with  a  more  sparing  hand  ;  and  those 
vktt  tbe  fniit  was  mucS  swelled,  had  still  less;  while  a  fourth  sort,  having  the 
iiaitoaine  to  its  full  size,  obtained  ju3t  what  was  suthcient  to  ripen  it.  The  size 
ibo  which  alt  the  fruits  acquired,  very  much  exceeded  what  we  are  accustomed 
■oetaervc  in  our  g^irdcns.  ticsidcs  which,  those  channels  which  conducted  the 
•«tt  to  the  tree*  on  which  tlie  fruit  was  ripe,  had  barely  enough  to  preserve  It 
■  the  same  state  without  decaying  it. 

1  Could  not  sufliciently  examine  and  admits  so  beautiful  a  spot ;  and  I  should 
BTw  lu*e  Wi  it  if  I  had  not  from  this  beginning  conceived  a  still  higher  idea 
tif  tlK  iti  I  I  had  not  yet  l>ehe1d.      i  returned  with  my  mind  full  of  the 

*Qnlci->  '1.     1  then  closed  that  door  and  opened  the  next. 

U  ibc  iiU^c  Ltl  a  fruit  garden,  I  now  discovered  one  of  flowers,  which  was  not 
loikinf^W  in  its  kind.  It  cuntaincd  a  spaciuus  parterre,  not  w.itercd  with  such 
ifambnce  as  the  preceding,  but  with  grt-;iter  skill  and  management,  as  it  did 
IK  wppiy  each  flower  with  more  than  it  wanted.  The  rose,  the  jessamine,  the 
nsfci,  toe  narcissus,  the  h^p-acinth,  the  ancmiine,  the  tulip,  the  ninunculus,  the 
<inwioti,  the  hly,  and  an  inhnii>-  of  other  flower;,  which  in  other  places  bloom 
41  niioin  tnncB,  come  all  mto  flower  at  once  in  this  spot ;  and  nothing  can  be 
Wft  Imuriookly  soft  llian  the  air  vou  breathe  in  this  garden. 

I  ibrti  itrirtirii  rVic  third  door,  where  1  discovered  a  ver>'  large  aviary.  It  was 
•,  coloured  marbles,  of  llic  finest  and  Icist  common  sort  The 
I  il-wood  and  ;iloes.  and  coniiiined  a  grc.it  number  of  nightin- 
'  .inarics,  larks.and  other  birds,  whose  notes  were  sweeter  and 
i-in  any  I  had  ever  heard  before.  The  vases,  which  contained 
Attfedd  <u>d  water,  were  uf  jasi>cr  or  the  most  valuable  agate.  This  avi.iry  also 
«*»  kqrt  with  the  greatest  degree  of  neatness  :  and  from  its  v-ast  extent  I  ron- 
<*»t  tK  ■  '  employ  not  less  than  a  hundred  persons  to  keep  it  in  the  state 

Klhta  >  ;  no  one  appeared  cither  here  or  in  the  otlicr  g:irdcns,  in  nunc 

^^tecfa  \h\  i  uU=crvc  a  ^ii'^Ie  weed  that  was  noxious,  nor  the  l^ast  superfluous 
■■■  &at  could  otiend  ilic  !>i>:ht. 

Tfc  V  '  '     I  '     '-1,  and  I  retired  much  delighted  with  tbe  warbling  of  the 

MImii'-  '■\  uere  then  dying  .ibout  to  lind  the  most  commodious 

Pl«B|uj>.:i  the  repose  of  the  night.     I  wi'nl  back  to  my  ap.-irnnmt, 

■ideurotit.  1    all  llic  other  doors  on  the  succeeding  d.iys.  except  the 

talAahli,  1  <<^  >'--■■•  >ijy  I  did  not  fail  to  go  to  the  fourth  door  and  open  it. 
***  rf  tkiU  which  I  had  iccn  on  the  foregoing  days  was  capable  of  surpnsmg  in«, 
"*"  I  BOW  beheld  put  mc  in  ccstacy.    I  dr^t  entered  into  a  krgc  court,  sur- 
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rDunric<l  by  buililings  of  a  vcr>-  singular  sort  of  architecture,  of  which,  lo  avoid 
being  vcr>-  prolu,  1  will  noi  give  >*ou  a  description. 

Tins  structure  had  torly  duon.  all  open,  cich  of  uli  '  u^  enirancc  Into  a 

sort  of  tieaMiry,  cunuinin^  more  riches  than  tnanj  The  first  con- 

Umctl  larxc  qiiantilicsofpcirU,  and  what  is  almost  iiki  vuhk  ,  tlio  tiiOKt  valuable, 
which  were  as  iaiye  as  pigeon*' cjjits,  were  more  numirous  than  ihr  smaller.  The 
second  was  t)Ui.<d  » ith  diamonds.  carbuncWs,  and  rubies  ;  the  third  with  cmemlds: 
the  fourUi  contiunt-d  fjuld  in  infjitii  :  the  liith  ji-oid  in  money  ;  the  s.iikih  ingonof 
silver;  and  [lie  twc  rulliiwiiij;  sdvcr  money.  The  rest  iix-re  hllcd  with  ame(bytc«, 
chr>'sohtc».  topafCi,  oimU,  tiirt|Uijiscs,  hy,iciiilhi,  and  c\cr>-  other  son  of  preooos 
stone  we  aicrtcqiumicil  with  ;  not  lo  mention  agate,  }a!ipcr,comclian.  and  coral, 
both  in  branches  and  whole  trees,  with  which  one  apartment  was  cmircly  filled. 
■Struck  with  surprise  and  admiration  at  the  sight  nf  all  these  richer,  1  eKclitlined, 
"  II  is  impQS^ible  ih.tt  all  the  treasures  of  every  jntcncate  in  the  uni«erM,if  tbey 
were  collected  m  llu:  same  spot,  could  equal  iheac  I  Mow  happy  am  1  in  possess* 
ing  all  these  treasures,  as  well  as  the  love  of  such  charming  princesses !  * 

1  will  not  (tcuin  ymi,  madam,  by  t^vinjr  you  an  account  of  all  the  wottderful 
and  valuable  thinj^  which  1  saw  on  the  following  days  ;  1  will  only  inform  you 
tlul  1  spent  nine  and  thirty  days  in  opening  the  nincty-ninc doors,  and  inadmira- 
tion  of  cverylhini;  that  olTered  itself  lo  luv  view.  There  now  remained  only  the 
himdredth.  wliii;li  I  was  forbidden  lo  toucK.  The  fortieth  day  since  Uie  departure 
of  Uie  charming  princesses  now  arrived.  If  I  had  been  able,  only  far  tnat  one 
day,  tu  have  lut<l  the  power  over  myself  I  ought  lo  have  had,  I  should  have  been 
Ihc  happiest  instead  of  the  mo<tt  miserable  of  men.  They  would  have  returned 
the  next  day,  and  ihe  ple.isurc  I  should  have  experienced  in  receivinj!  than 
ou^ht  tu  have  acted  as  a  restraint  upon  my  curiosity  ;  but  through  a  wcakneaSi 
H'hich  I  sliall  never  cea-^  to  latnent,  1  yielded  to  the  temptation  of  some  evil 
spirit,  who  did  not  suffer  me  to  rest  till  1  h.id  subjected  myself  to  the  paia  and 
punishment  1  ha\*c  since  experienced. 

I  opened  the  fatal  door,  though  1  had  promised  not  to  attempt  iL  Befon  t 
even  set  my  foot  withinsidc,  a  very  agreeable  odour  stnick  me,  but  ra  powufnt. 
It  nndc  mc  faint.  1  soon,  however,  recovered;  but  instead  of  profiting  bjr  focb 
warning,  instmlly  shutting  the  door,  and  giving  up  all  idea  of  Mtisfying  mf 
curiosity.  1  entcrcxl—  h.ivinj:  liril  waited  till  uie  odour  was  lessened  and  dispersed 
through  Uie  air.  I  then  felt  no  inconvenience  from  it.  I  found  a  \rr\-  Urge  and 
vniittcd  room,  tlie  Hoor  of  which  was  strewed  with  satTron.  It  was  illuimtuted 
with  lights  made  of  nioc-wood  and  ambergris,  and  pLiccd  on  golden  stands  j 
these  aH'orded  a  strong  -imcll.  The  brightness  rausca  by  these  was  «till  Atrtbcr 
heightened  by  iruiny  lamps  of  silver  and  gold,  which  ivcre  tilled  with  oil  composed 
of  many  perfumes. 

Amon^  the  numerous  objects  which  attracted  my  attention  was  n  black  horse, 
the  best  formed  and  most  beautiful  that  e\'er  was  ;>ecn.  I  went  dose  to  it  m 
order  to  obM.T>-e  it  mote  attentively.  The  saddle  and  bridle,  which  were  on  it, 
were  of  matsive  gold,  richly  worked.  On  one  side  o(  its  manger  there  wmscleaa 
barley  and  sesame,  and  the  ntlier  was  tilled  with  rose-waicr.  I  then  trt-'t  h.^ldnC 
its  bridle,  and  led  it  towards  the  lighi,  to  examine  it  the  Ijcttcr.     1  i. 

and  endeavoured  lomakc  it  go,  Init  as  it  wnuld  not  move.  I  tirurk  it  w  !■-, 

which  1  had  fitiind  in  its  magnjfifCM  stable.  It  had  har»1Iy  fell  the  >ii  i  ^  Lrr^c 
it  began  to  neigh  in  .t  most  dreadful  m.-mner ;  then  ^pieailing  its  wir<:  -.  < '■  I 
had  not  till  tlvat  moment  perceived,  it  rose  %o  high  in  the  air,  that  I  i  'f 

ihc  ground.     1  now  thought  only  of  holding  fast  on  its  back;  nor  did  I  .  o 

any  injuri-  if  I  except  the  great  terror  with  which  1  was  sciied.  At  length  ii  began 
to  descend  towards  the  earth,  and  lighted  upon  the  terraced  roof  of  a  caMJc ; 
then,  without  (giving  mc  time  lo  ^et  down,  it  shook  mc  so  violently,  that  I  fell  off 
bcUioiJ,  and  witli  ihc  end  of  its  tail  it  dashed  out  my  tight  e>-c 
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Tilts  was  the  W4y  I  became  blind,  and  the  prediction  of  the  ten  ^oun^  lords 
«a»  BOW  in^tanily  brou^'ht  to  my  recollection.  The  horse  itself  immTOiatcly 
iftcripTCAd  Its  win^,  took  (light  and  disappeared.  I  rose  up,  much  .lAlictcd  at 
tie  misfonune  which  I  had  thus  voluntarily  brought  upon  myiclf.  I  traversed 
iliewboic  icmcc.  keeping  my  hand  up  lo  my  eye,  as  1  experienced  ver)'  con- 
lidcnble  pum  I'mm  Uic  stroke.  I  then  went  down,  and  came  to  a  saloon,  which 
1  imediaidy  rccut-nireU  from  ob!ier\'ing  ten  sofas  disposed  in  a  circle,  and  a 
M^ODc  tn  the  niidillc  k-»»  deviited  ;  it  was,  iii^ict,  in  the  very  castle  whence 
I  bd  been  carried  up  by  the  roc. 

Tbeten  vDun^  lords  were  not  in  it  at  that  lime.  I  huuever  waited,  and  it  was 
BOtloof  before  ihry  cAine,  accompanied  by  the  old  nun.  Thc>'  did  not  seem  at 
altinaotsbcd  at  seeing  me.  nor  at  ohsening  I  h.id  lost  my  right  eye.  "  \Vc  arc 
«fy  WIT)  ,■*  they  said, "  we  cannot  congratubte  you  on  your  return  in  the  manner 
vecMtd  have  «iriftlie<) ;  biit  you  know  we  were  liot  the  cause  of  your  misfortune." 
"kwwld  be."  1  replied.  ■'  vcrj-  wrong  in  mc  to  .iccuse  you  of  it ;  I  brought  it 
cnudyapoa  myself,  and  the  fauh  lies  with  me  alone."  *' If  the  unfortunate," 
■■■wd  the>-, ''  can  derive  any  consolation  from  knowing  that  others  are  in  the 
■neahuation,  we  (an  afford  you  that  satisfaction.  Whatever  may  have  happened 
Ml  jon,  he  Assured  we  have  experienced  the  same.  We  have  et|iially  enjoyed  every 
ifnx*  of  pleasure  for  a  whole  year  ;  and  we  shmld  have  continued  in  the  enjoy- 
aotof  The  same  happiness,  if  we  had  not  opened  the  golden  door  during  the 
4linie  of  the  princesses.  Vou  have  not  been  more  prudent  than  we  were,  and 
^bsve  experienced  the  same  punishment.  We  wish  we  could  receive  you  into 
•■rixicty,  to  undergo  the  Siune  pen.-ince  we  .ire  performing,  and  of  which  we 
kxwool  the  duration  ;  but  we  have  before  informed  you  of  the  motives  which 
pRviSt  us.  You  must,  Uierefore,  take  your  departure  and  go  to  the  court  of  Bag- 
to.  where  you  will  meet  with  the  person  who  will  be  able  to  decide  your  fale." 
TVj  pointed  out  the  road  I  waji  to  follow  ;  I  then  took  ray  leave  and  departed. 

Mmn{  my  journey,  1  shaved  my  beard  and  eyebrows,  and  put  on  the  habit  of 
calender.  I  was  a  long  lime  on  the  road,  and  it  was  only  this  uvL-ning  that  I 
cinred  in  this  city.  At  the  entrance  of  one  of  the  gates  I  encountered  these  two 
okaden.  my  brethren,  who  were  equally  strangers  with  myself  We  were  all 
IKfe  nrprised  wuh  rach  other  at  the  singul.ir  circumstance  of  having  e.irh  lost 
Arqght  eye.  Wc  h.id  not.  however,  much  leisure  to  converse  on  the  subject  of 
■'nutaal  disgraceful  misfortune.  Wc  had  only  time,  madam,  lo  implore  your 
Mamacg,  ami  which  you  hax-e  so  generously  afforded  us. 

Whm  the  third  calender  had  finished  the  recital  of  his  bistoT)-,  Zobcidi,  ad- 

Anrinj;  herself  bolli  to  him  and  his  brethren,  said,  "  Depart :  you  are  all  three 

■M  wherever  you  please."    "  Piirdon,  m.^d.^^l," answered  one  of  them, 

'HI  In  allow  us  to  satisfy  our  curiosity,  and  permit  us  lo  stay  and  hear 

~  't  lhe>c  gentlemen,  who  have  not  yet  spoken."     The  lady  then 

-:dc  where  the  caliph,  the  vizier  Giafar,  and  Mesrour.  of  whose 

.Ltiun  and  character  she  u-as  still  ignorant,  were,  and  desired  each  of 

relate  his  hislnry. 

■  c  ;frand  vi/tcr  (iufar,  who  was  always  prepared  to  speak,  immediately 

ciwcwd  /obcuiC-     "  In  order  to  obey  you,  madam,"  said  he,  '■  we  have  only  to 

*^'- ■— ■  -'-"  'V-  related  before  wc  entered.  We  arc,"hc  continued, 

we  an;  come  to  Bagdad  for  the  purpose  of  trading 

,.,  .J  "C  have  placed  in  the  warehouses  l»el(jnging  to  the 

■•      \Vc  dined  lo-day  togetlter.  with  many  others  of  our  pro- 

irit'^  nf  (his  city,  who,  after  treating  us  with  the  most  delicate 

had  ordered  a  company  of  male  and  female  dancers,  and 

vcicoJ  and  instrumental.    The  great  noise  and  uproar 

«i«^  ve  ail  made  attracted  the  notice  of  the  watch,  who  came  and  arrested 
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many  of  the  guests,  but  we  bad  the  good  fortune  lo  escape  As,  bowet-er,  it  wai 
so  very  late,  and  the  door  of  our  klian  wuutd  be  sliutt  uc  knew-  not  where  to  go 
to.  li  Juppcncd  accidentally  that  we  |>a>*cd  through  your  sircei,  and  as  we 
heard  the  sounds  of  pleasure  and  gaiety  within  your  walls,  we  dciemiined  to 
kmick  ai  (he  door.  This  is  the  only  relation  we  have  to  make^  and  which  wc 
have  done  according  to  your  commands.'* 

Zobcid^  after  hstenin^  to  this  narration,  seemed  to  hcsiute  on  what  she  should 
say,  which  the  three  calenders  obserxinf;,  ihey  enireaied  her  lo  be  equally  ficoc> 
rous  lo  the  three  pretended  merchants  of  ^ioussoul  as  she  had  been  to  them. 
"  Well,  then."  she  cried,  "  I  ajfrce  to  it.  1  wish  all  of  you  to  be  under  the  same 
obligation  tu  mc.  I  will  therefore  do  you  this  favour,  6ut  it  is  only  un  condilioa 
(hat  yuu  instantly  quit  this  house,  and  go  wliciever  you  please."  Zobeidi  gave 
this  order  in  a  tone  of  voice  ih-it  showed  she  meant  to  be  obeyed  ;  the  caliph,  tlie 
viricr.  Mesrour,  the  three  calenders,  and  tlie  porter,  therefore,  went  away  without 
replying  a  word,  for  the  presence  of  the  seven  armed  slaves  screed  to  make  then 
very  rc-ipectful.  They  had  no  sooner  left  the  house,  and  the  door  was  shut,  thu 
the  caliph  said  to  the  calenders,  at  the  same  time  without  letting  them  know  who 
he  was,"  What,  xt^ntlemen,  as  you  are  :*tnm;4er!i.  and  but  just  arrived  in  this 
do  you  intend  tu  do  i'  and  which  way  do  you  think  of  going,  a>  it  is  not  tYt 

light  ?  "  "  This  very  thinji.  sir."  answered  (hey,  "  much  embarrasses  us."  **  F<    

us,  then."  replied  the  c.iliph,  ''and  wc  will  relieve  you  from  this  difficulty."  H* 
then  whispered  his  viiier,  and  ordered  him  to  conduct  them  to  his  avm  house, 
and  bring  them  to  the  palace  in  the  morning.  "  1  wish,"  added  he,  "  to  have 
their  adventures  written,  for  they  are  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  annals  cf  taj 
reign," 

The  vizier  Giafar  earned  the  three  calenders  home,  the  ptHter  went  la  his  < 
house,  and  the  caliph,  accompanied  by  Mcsrour,  returned  to  his  p:i'  ■  , 
lired  to  hiscourh  ;  nut  his  mind  was  so  entirely  occupied  bj-all  the  i 
things  heliad  both  ^een  and  heard,  he  was  unable  tn  riosr  his  eyes,  i  u- 
ticulaiiy  anxious  to  know  who  Zobeid^  w.is,  and  the  motives  she  could 
have  for  treating  the  two  black  doj^  so  ill,  and  also  the  reason  that 
bosom  was  so  covered  with  scars.  The  morning  at  Icngtli  iMoke  while  he  was 
still  engaged  with  these  reflections.  He  immediately  got  up  and  went  into  Lhe 
mom  where  he  held  his  councils ;  be  then  gave  audience^  and  seated  tumself  an 
his  thmne. 

It  was  not  long  before  the  grand  viiier  arrived,  who  directly  went  thmugh: 
usual  ceremonies  of  repect.  "Vizier,"  said  the  caliph  to  him,  "the  business  wl 
is  now  before  us  is  not  ver\'  pressing  ;  that  of  the  three  Lidies  and  the  two  h' 
does  is  of  more  consequence,  nor  will  my  mind  be  free  from  agitation  till  1 
fully  infomietl  of  evcr^-tliing  that  lias  caused  me  so  much  astonishment.  Go! 
order  these  l-idics  to  attend,  and,  at  the  same  time,  bring  b.ick  the  three 
dcrs  with  ^ou.     Begone,  and  remember  I  am  imiKiticnt  far  your  return." 

The  Wucr.  who  w.-i5  well  acquainted  with  the  quick  and  violent  dtsfiositk 
his  master,  hastened  to  obey  him.     He  arrive<l  at  the  house  of  tt  i   ' 
informed  them,  wiih  as  mucli  politeness  as  possible,  of  ihc orders  hi 
to  conduct  ihem  to  the  rahph  —  but  did  not  hint  at  anything  rci.iwti:  m 
passed  the  night  before. 

TIte  ladies  immediately  put  on  their  veils  and  went  niong  with  the  viricr,' 
in  pajsing  his  ohti  door,  called  for  the  calenders.  They  had  |u«i  Ic.Trnt  ibiit  tbc> 
had  before  seen  the  caliph,  and  liad  even  spoken  to  hui>.  iiirti,.rii  »•■,.  n  l.-riowing 
it  was  he.    The  vizicT  brought  them  all  lo  the  palace,  ar-'-  .>mmkk- 

slon  wiih  so  much  diligence  that  the  caliph  was  perfectly 
ordered  the  ladies  to  stand  behind  the  doorway  uhirh  Inl  loV  '  i| 

!n  order  tn  prewrvo  a  certain  decdnim  liefore  ilte  oilfirers  of  1^  

kepi  the  three  calenders  near  him,  who  made  it  sufficiently  apparent,  bf  < 
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Ixtful  belukvtour,  that  they  were  not  ignorant  in  whose  presence  they  hod  tbe 
ur  to  appear, 
lien  ll»c  Udies  were  sealed,  the  caliph  turned  himself  towards  tbem,  and 
"When  I  inform  you,  Udics,  that  I  introduced  myself  to  you  last  niijht.dis- 
m1  a&  n  mercbant,  I  shall,  vrithout  dcKibt,  cause  you  some  alarm  :  you  are 
■.>«d,  probably,  that  you  haveoiTended  me,  and  you  think,  perhaps,  that  I  have 
otdoM  yoQ  to  come  here  only  to  show  you  some  marbi  of  tny  resentment ;  but 
bt«f  good  coura^tr^and  be  auurvd  that  1  have  furKOtten  what  ispa^t.and  that  I 
aacvcn  vcr)-  well  ^ti^licd  with  your  conduct.  I  wish  that  all  the  ladies  of  Bagdad 
•tn  possessed  of  as  much  senise  as  I  have  obser\'cd  in  you.  I  shall  always  re- 
a«DMr  tbe  moderation  with  which  you  condur.ted  yourselves  after  the  incivility 
«f  tUcb  we  w<erc  ^iUy  towards  you.  I  was,  then,  a  simple  merchant  of  Mous- 
nl,  but  I  am  now  Haroun  Alraschid,  the  seventh  caliph  of  the  glonous  liouse 
of  Abhu,  which  boUU  the  place  of  our  great  prophcL  1  have  ordered  you  here 
Mtlr  for  Ui«  sake  of  beinfr  informed  who  you  arc,  and  to  inquire  of  you  for  what 
RiMMoaeof  you,aftcrha\-inKill  treated  the  twu black  dogs,  wept  witli  them.  Nor 
<ni  I  leas  curious  to  learn  why  the  bosom  of  anotlier  became  so  covered  with 
mit" 

Tltou|h  the  caliph  pronounced  Uiese  words  very  distinctly,  and  the  three  ladies 

oadcmood  them  ver)-  well,  tlie  vitier  Giafar,  as  was  the  custom,  did  not  fail  to 

•tpeu  ihem.     The  prince  had  nu  sooner  encouratied  Zobeidi  by  this  speech, 

which  he  addressed  to  her,  than  she  gave  him  the  satisiaction 

be  reqttired  in  the  following  manner. 

THE   HISTORY  OF  ZOBEIDE. 

^OMMANDER  of  the  Faithful,  the  history  which  I  am  goit^  tO' 

relate  to  your  majesty  is  probably  one  of  the  most  surprising 

you  have  ever  heard.    The  two  black  dogs  and  myself  arc  three 

sisters  by  the  same  mother  and  father  ;    and  1  shall,  in  the 

course  of  my  nanaiion,  infomi  you  by  what  strange  accident 

ihcy  have  l*een  ir.insfomicd  into  these  animals.   The  two  ladies 

who  live  with  me,  and  who  are  now  here,  arc  also  my  sisteis  by 

the  iiame  ftihcr,  but  by  a  ditfcreni  mother.    She  whose  bosom 

is  covered  with  scars  is  called  Amini  ;  the  name  of  the  other  is 

Safic.  and  i  am  called  Zobeid^. 

Aler  the  death  of  our  father,  the  estate  which  he  left  us  was  equally  divided 

ittMifK OS.    \Nhcn  my  two  half-sisicrs  had  received  their  share,  they  went  and 

bwd  with  their  mother  ;  mv  other  two  sisters  and  I  remained  with  ours,  who  was 

■fl  alive,  and  who,  when  she  died,  left  a  ihous;tnd  sequins  to  each  of  us.   When 

*v lad  received  what  belonged  to  us,  my  two  elder  sisters,  for  I  am  tbe  youn;;cst, 

nvhed.     Tliey.  of  course,  went  [o  live  with  their  huslunds,  and  left  mc  alone. 

''WloQg  after  their  marriage,  the  husband  of  my  eldest  siiter  sold  everything  he 

yWKned,  both  of  estate  and  mo\-ablcs,  and  with  the  money  he  thus  got  together. 

uf  vilh  what  be  received  also  with  my  sister,  they  both  of  them  went  over  to 

^ASca.    Her  husband  there  squandered  away  in  good  living  and  dissipation  not 

■ibaB  his  own  fortune,  but  also  that  whidi  my  sister  brought  him.     At  length, 

ywg  himself  reduced  to  the  greatest  distress,  he  found  out  some  prvtcxt  for  a 

WHHCi^aod  !'•■■■-■  'i"'  frnni  him. 

Sheietitni-  I.  but  not  without  suffering  almost  incredible  enU  during 

•Jbpt  t  j«u  i-^ t  .unc  to  seek  a  refuge  at  my  house,  in  a  state  so  deser\-tng 

•|«ir,  tut  ihe  would  have  excited  ii  even  in  the  most  obdurate  hearts.  1  re- 
2iw  kv  with  e\-cry  mark  of  affection  she  could  expect  from  mc  I  inquired  of 
■v&sw  the  C4ime  to  be  in  so  wretched  a  condition ;  she  informed  tnc,  with  tears 
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in  her  eyes,  of  the  bad  conduct  of  her  husband,  and  of  the  unworthy  treat 
she  had  cxj>crienced  from  him.  I  was  atTected  at  her  niiif"rtuncs,  and  minf^ed 
my  tears  with  hers.  1  then  made  her  go  to  the  balh,  and  siipuht-d  her  from  my 
■ow-n  wardrobe;  this  being  done.  1  addrcsse<l  these  word*  lo  her:  "You  are  my 
elder  staler,  and  I  shall  nlway^  look  upon  you  as  a  mother.  IJuring  your  absence 
God  ha$  caused  the  tiitle  fonune  vhich  Kaa  ^len  to  my  lot  to  prosper,  and  the 
occupation  I  ha%e  followed  has  been  that  of  breeding  and  bringing  up  silkuomis. 
Be  assured  that  cventhtng  1  possess  is  cquaDy  >'ours,  and  that  yoa  have  the  same 
power  of  disposing  of  it  as  myself. ' 

From  this  tunc  wc  lived  togetlier  in  the  same  house  fur  many  months  in  perfect 
harmony.  We  often  talked  about  our  oUier  lister,  and  were  much  surpnsed  at 
nc\Tr  hearing  anything  of  her.  At  la^t  she  unexpectedly  arrived,  and  in  as  miser- 
able a  state  as  the  eldthi  had  done.  Her  husband  had  ill  treated  her  in  a  siitnlar 
manner,  and  I  recei\ed  her  with  the  same  kindness. 

Some  time  after  this,  boih  my  sisters,  under  the  pretenre,  as  ihey  saki,  lint 
lhe>'  were  a  considerable  burden  to  me,  informed  me  that  they  had  thoughts  of 
marrx'ing  again.  1  told  them  that  if  the  only  reason  for  this  intention  nas  the 
idea,  of  being  an  expense  to  mc,  1  begged  Ihcy  w-ould  continue  to  live  wjih  me 
without  thinking  of  tliat,  as  my  income  w-as  sufftcicnt  for  us  all  three  to  hve  in 
the  style  and  manner  suitable  to  our  condition ;  but  I  added, "  I  rather  think  you 
really  wish  to  marry  again.  I  f  that  1>e  the  fact,  I  am,  I  own,  \'ery  much  astonished 
at  iL  How  con  you,  after  the  experience  you  have  had  of  the  small  degree  erf 
satisfaction  and  corcdan  attached  to  that  state,  ever  think  of  it  a  second  time? 
You  must  be  very  well  aware  that  it  is  not  common  to  meet  with  a  \-irtuous  and 
good  husband.  Uelieve  me,  it  is  better  to  continue  to  live  together,  and  much 
the  most  agreeable." 

£vcr>-thing  1  said  to  them  was  without  effect.  They  had  determined  in  tbetr 
own  minds  to  marrj-,  and  they  executed  their  intentions.  At  the  end,  howe^c^, 
of  a  few  months  they  came  again  to  me,  and  expressed  a  ihousard  regrets  for  i>ot 
baving  followeil  my  ad\ice.  "  You  are,  it  is  true,  our  youngest  sister/'  they  said, 
"  but  you  possess  more  sense  than  we  da  If  you  will  once  more  rccei\  e  us  into 
j-our  house,  and  only  consider  us  as  your  slave:),  we  will  never  again  be  guilty  «f 
such  a  fault"  "  My  dear  sisters,"  answered  1,  "  my  regard  for  vou  is  not  cbai)J{ed 
since  last  we  parted.  Return,  and  enjoy  with  mc  whate\er  i  possess.'  1  em- 
braced them,  and  wc  lived  together  as  before. 

A  year  passed,  and  wc  continued  on  the  best  terms.  Obser\-ing  that  Cod  had 
blessed  my  small  fortune,  1  determined  to  make  a  sea  voyage,  and  risk  some  put 
of  it  in  commercial  speculations.  With  this  view  I  went  with  niv  two  sisters  to 
Balsora,  where  I  purchased  a  vessel  ready  for  s«a,  which  I  loaded  with  the  mer- 
chandise I  had  brought  with  me  from  mgdad.  We  set  sail  with  a  favourabk 
wind,  and  soon  re.iched  the  Persi-tn  Gulf.  When  wc  were  in  the  open  ses,  we 
steered  directly  for  India,  and  after  twenty  days:'  sail  we  made  lar»d.  The  lirst 
that  appeared  was  a  ver>-  high  mountain,  at  the  foot  of  which  we  pertei^Td  a  town 
of  considerable  beauty  and  magnitude.  As  the  wind  was  fresh,  wc  soon  arrived 
in  the  harbour,  where  we  cast  anchor. 

I  was  too  impatient  to  wait  till  my  sisters  were  ready  to  accomnuiyme:  1 
therefore  disembarked  by  myself,  and  went  directly  to  the  gate  of  the  town.  I 
observed  rather  a  numerous  guard,  most  of  them  sitting  down,  and  otbcn  wl» 
VFCrc  standing  with  clubs  in  ibcir  hands.  But  the  aspect  of  all  of  them  w»  •(> 
hideous,  It  frightened  me.  I  saw,  however,  they  did  not  stir,  and  e^-cn  that  ihev 
eyes  were  motionlr<.s,  Thi^  gave  me  coiinge,  and  on  approaching  still  nearw  to 
them,  I  perceived  they  were  all  petrified.  I  then  entered  the  town,  and  parted 
through  ae^-eral  streets,  in  all  of  which  I  observed  men  in  every  ntiitiidc.  but  they 
«%rc  without  motion,  and  absolutely  turned  into  stone.  In  the  quarter  al  tfat 
town  where  the  mcrchanu  resided,  I  found  many  shops  shot  up;  and  in 
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ntri-iirwri  1  Tierccived  Other  men  who  were  »]m)  petrilied.  f  looked  up  towards 

Ute  dir  !  a»  I  perceived  no  Mnoke,  1  concluded  that  tliose  who  «X'rc  in 

hot  '  Mcily  in  the  same  siiuaiion  ai  even- one  in  the  streets,  and  that 

I  ibc  uilubituil^  were  changed  into  stone. 

"I.inn;T  arrived  at  a  Ur^'c  open  place  in  the  middle  of  the  town,  I  dUcovervd  a 

i.-crcd  u'tih  plates  of  gold,  the  two  folding-doors  of  i^'hich  were  open : 

-■■A  seemed  drawn  before  it,  and  I  could  perceive  a  lamp  suspended 

uiside  of  the  gate.    After  having  considered  this  building  some  time,  I 

loubt  but  it  was  the  palace  of  the  prince  to  whom  this  CDuntr>'  belonged. 

Sx  been  muclt  a>lunislied  at  not  meeting  with  .my  one  living  person,  i  went 

le,  through  the  hopci  of  discoiering  some  one.     I  drew  a$iac  the  curtain, 

my  ai>toni$hment  was  much  increased  when  I  saw  in  the  vestibule  a  number 

'  porters  or  ^uard&,  &oroe  of  them  standing,  others  sitting  down,  and  every  one 

ibem  pcmned- 

l  puacd  on  to  a  large  court,  where  there  were  many  people :  some  seemed  in 
Ae  very  act  of  going  out,  and  others  of  entering ;  nevertheless,  they  all  remained 
«  tbe  same  place,  since  they  also  were  turned  into  stone,  in  the  same  manner  as 
iltuie  which  1  had  before  seen.  I  passed  oti  to  a  :iecond  court,  and  from  (hence 
la 4  third;  but  they  were  both  deserted,  and  a  sort  of  horrid  silence  reigned 
ttnagfauut  the  place.  Having  advancetl  lo  a  fourth  court,  I  saw  opposite  to 
toeavei^-  beautiftd  building,  the  windows  of  which  were  shut  with  a  trellis  of 
nssive  gold.  I  concluded  thai  this  was  the  apartment  of  the  queen.  I  entered, 
^B<">)S  )i>"^  ^  large  hall,  I  saw  many  black  petrified  eunuchs.  I  immediateiy 
fwed  on,  and  went  into  a  chamber  very  richly  decorated,  in  which  I  perceivetl 
'  h(]y,  who  was  also  transformed  to  stone.  1  knew  that  this  was  the  queen,  bv 
^  omm  of  gold  which  she  had  upon  her  head,  and  by  a  necklace  of  pearls,  which 
*oe  ^h  large  and  round  as  smalt  nuts.  1  examined  them  very  nearly,  and  thought 
Had  never  seen  any  more  beautiful. 

I  conttnaed  to  admire  for  some  time  the  riches  and  magnificence  of  this  apart- 
iWni,uid  above  all,  the  carpet,  the  cushions,  and  a  sofa  which  was  covered  with 
Wiu  stnfl',  of  .1  gt^d  ground,  upon  which  there  were  the  figures  of  men  and  of 
AiHalt  m  silver,  of  very  superior  workmanship.  From  tlie  chamber  of  the  petri- 
Umieen,  1  passed  on  through  many  other  magnificent  apartments,  of  various 
^■(nptiDns,  imtil  I  came  to  one  of  an  immense  siie,  in  which  there  was  a  throne 
(^■aasstve  gold,  raised  a  few  steps  above  tlie  floor,  enriched  with  large  emeralds. 
VpBO  the  throi»c  there  was  a  bed.  formed  of  very  rich  stuff,  rwind  which  there 
'■•labririJcr  r.f  nc.irls;  but  what  surprised  me  more  than  all  the  rest  was  a  »er> 
^nfcin-  '  h  seemed  lo  issue  from  aho^e  the  bed.     1  w-as  curious  to  dift 

cn«r  \\\    ■  ;Se  cause  of  it;   I  ascended,  therefore,  and  leaning  my  head 

finard,  i  perceived,  upon  a  small  stool,  a  diamond  as  large  as  an  ostrich's  egg, 
odto  pctiect  that  I  could  disco\-er  no  defect  in  it  It  sparkled  so  much,  that  1 
^wM  Kvcely  support  the  brilliancy  of  it  when  I  looked  at  it  by  daylight 

Tbtre  was  a  bolster  upon  each  side  of  tlic  bed,  and  a  large  lighted  torch,  ihe 
^rf  whJc^  1  did  not  understand  This  circumsunce,  however,  led  me  to  con- 
dide  that  there  was  some  one  alive  in  this  superb  palace,  for  1  could  not  suppose 
*k«thc-'  (Mjld  continue  burning  of  thfmselves.   NIany  other  singularities 

■«ck  ;  ri  in  iliis  chamber,  but  the  diamond  alone,  which  I  have  just 

*W<racu,  rendered  it  inestimable. 

As  afl  the  doors  were  either  wide  open  or  only  just  pushed  close,  1  passed 
^mghslifl  more  apartments,  as  beautiful  as  those  which  1  had  before  seen.  1 
BQ  went  to  the  omces  and  store-rooms,  which  uere  tilled  with  innumerable 
l^wi^ud  I  was  so  much  engaged  in  observing  all  these  wonders  that  I  abso- 
^f  faifat  myselC  I  thought  neither  of  my  vessel  nor  of  my  sisters,  but  was 
^wi  mly  to  satisfy  my  curiosity.  In  the  meantime  night  came  un.  and  its 
YpBtcli  toM  roe  it  was  time  to  retire.    I  then  wished  to  go  back  ttie  same  way 
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I  came,  but  it  was  no  easy  inancr  to  find  it  again.  I  wandered  about  through 
Ihc  apartments,  nnd  finding  myself  in  the  l«v'C  chamber,  in  which  weie  ihc 
throne,  the  bed,  the  brge  diamond,  and  the  ligTucd  torches,  I  resolved  to  pass 
the  night  there,  and  Ciirly  the  next  morning  to  go  back  to  mv  vesseL  I  threw 
myself  upon  the  bed,  iliough  not  without  some  fear  in  recollecting  that  I  was 
alone  in  so  deserted  a  place,  and  it  was  this  fear,  without  doubtj  which  prevented 
me  from  sicepmg. 

It  was  now  niMut  midni},'hi,  vhen  I  heard  a  voice  hke  that  ofa  man, who  was 
reading  the  Komnin  the  same  manner  and  in  a  similar  tone  as  it  was  the  custom 
to  read  it  in  our  temples.  This  gave  mc  great  joy.  I  immediately  got  up,  and 
taking  a  torch  tu  light  me,  I  went  on  fruin  one  chamber  lo  another  on  that  side 
whence  1  heard  the  voice.  I  stopped  at  the  door  of  a  cabinet,  from  which  I  was 
sure  the  voice  issued  ;  I  laid  down  the  torch  on  the  ground,  and  looking  in 
through  a  small  ni>ening,  it  icemcrf  to  me  to  be  an  oratory.  1  perceived  Hithin 
it,  as  in  our  temples,  a  M>rt  of  niche,  which  pointed  out  the  way  it  was  necessary 
to  turn  when  we  repeated  our  prayers.  There  were  also  some  lamps  suspended, 
and  also  two  chandeliers,  containing  tar^  candles,  made  of  white  wax,  all  of 
which  were  lighted. 

1  perceived  also  a  small  carpet,  spread  out  in  the  same  manner  as  those  wh 
we  spread  with  us,  in  order  lo  kneel  upon  when  we  tiray.  A  young  man  of  ^ 
pleas.int  countenance  was  scaled  upon  this  carpel,  ana  recited  with  great  Atten- 
tion from  the  Koran,  which  lay  belore  him  upon  n  small  desk.  Astonished  and 
delighted  at  liii^  si^hi,  I  cmlcavoured  to  account  how  It  happened  that  he  tvas  the 
only  person  alive  in  a  town  where  ever>-  one  else  was  pciritied,  and  I  did  noi 
doubt  but  that  there  was  something  very  exmordinary  in  this. 

As  the  door  H'as  scarcely  shut,  I  entered,  and  pLtcing  m>'5elf  before  the  niche, 
1  made  the  following  prayer,  aloud  : 

''Cod  be  praised  for  having  granted  us  so  prosperous  a  \-ayage !  May  He  con- 
tinue to  favour  us  with  His  protection  till  we  amve  in  our  own  countr>'.  Listen 
lo  me,  O  Lord,  and  grant  my  prayer." 

The  young  man  then  cast  his  eyes  upon  mc.  and  uid,  **  t  entreat  you.  lady,  to 
tell  me  who  you  are,  and  what  has  brought  you  to  this  dcsolaie  town  ?  Twill 
inftirm  ynu.  in  return,  who  I  am.  whnt  has  happened  to  me,  and  for  wh.tc  reason 
tlie  inli.ilntants  of  this  town  are  reduced  *o  the  condition  you  have  seen  ;  and  hos* 
it  Itapncns  aUo  thjl  I  alone  am  safe,  and  have  escaped  so  drcndfiil  a  disaster. 

I  related  to  him,  in  a  few  words,  whence  I  came,  what  had  induced  mc  torn 
this  voyage,  .ind  how  I  h.-id  fortunately  arrived  at  this  port  after  twenty  davs' 
Having  said  this,  I  entreated  him  in  his  turn  to  fiilHI  the  prnmi&e  he  had  mai 
me,  and  I  remarked  to  him  how  much  I  had  been  struck  by  the  frightful  dcso 
lion  which  I  had  obscr\'ed  in  all  the  places  through  which  I  had  passed. 

"  My  dear  lady."  then  replied  the  voung  man,  "  have  a  moment's  paticnrc-'  At 
these  words  he  shut  the  Koran,  put  ft  into  a  rich  case,  and  laid  it  in  the  niche.  I 
IfXik  this  opportunity  to  observe  him  verj-  accurately,  and  I  perceived  so  imirh 
grate  and  beauty  in  his  counienance  tliat  I  fell  a'n  emolian  to  which  I  bad 
hitherto  been  a  stranger.  He  made  me  sit  down  near  him,  and  before  he  bcean 
his  relation  I  could  not  refrain  from  saying  to  him,  with  an  air  by  which  he  mifht 
discover  the  sentiments  he  had  inspired,  "  It  is  impossible  for  anv  one  lo  wait 
with  more  impatience  than  1  do  fur  the  explanation  of  the  man^  '    .     things 

which  have  struck  my  sight  from  the  first  step  I  set  in  this  i  in  my 

curiosity  too  soon  be  gmliiied.  Speak,  I  conjure  tlice,  dear  ob^t  i  -.  ui  un  soul- 
tell  me  bv  what  miracle  thuu  alone  art  alirc.  amidst  so  many  persons  wbo  teen 
to  have  died  in  such  an  uncommon  manner." 

'*  You  h.ive  made  it  vcr^-  apparent,  m.idam,  by  the  prayer  }-ou  ban  «ddrcttcd 
to  Htm,"  rephed  the  young  man,  **  that  you  are  not  ignor^mt  «rf  the  tnie  Cod.  t 
■in  now  about  to  infotm  you  of  a  remarkable  instance  of  Hb  greatness  and  poivcr. 
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—  Vou  must  know  that  this  city  wm  th«  capital  of  a  ver>-  powerful  kinf^dom,  of 
the  same  name  and  title  as  that  of  the  kin^  my  father.  1  his  prince,  as  well  as 
all  his  court,  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  and  also  all  his  other  subjects,  were  of 
ib«  rdiEion  of  Magi,  idolaters  uf  tire,  and  of  Nardoun,  the  ancient  King  of  the 
Clants  who  rebelled  against  God. 

••  Although  both  my  father  and  mother  were  idolaters,  I  had  in  my  infancy  the 
good  fortune  lo  have  a  yovcmess,  or  nurse,  who  was  of  the  true  religion ;  she 
«as  thonw^ily  acquainted  with  the  Koran — could  repeat  it  by  heart,  and  explain 


'/ 
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F«re9-  *  My  prtncc.'she  would  often,  say  to  me, 'there  is  only  one  true 
care  how  you  acknowlcd};c  and  adore  anv  other.'  She  uught  me 
the  Arabic  language,  and  the  book  which  she  gave  me  for  this  pur- 
P**  vas  the  Koran.  1  was  no  sooner  capable  of  unitcr^tunding  it  than  she  ex- 
fhiwd  to  me  all  the  particular  points  of  thnt  admirable  book  ;  she  made  me 
•"ter  ihrroaghiy  into  the  spirit  of  it — entirely  unknown  lo  my  father  and  ever}' 
•fbttides.  She  at  length  died  :  but  it  »vas  not  before  she  had  given  mc  all  the 
'"tnicuon  that  was  necessary  to  convmce  me  most  completely  of  the  truths  of 
"^  MtiHttlinan  rthj^on.  After  her  death  I  remained  constant  and  firm  in  the 
^tJncno  and  opinions  she  had  in<^Iilled  into  me,  and  1  felt  an  utter  abhorrence 
^Ikcgod  Nardoun  and  the  worship  of  tire. 

^AboDt  three  years  and  a  few  months  ago,  a  voice  like  thunder  was  beard  on 
'  *)(ldcn  all  ot^r  the  town,  so  vcr>'  distinctly  that  no  one  lust  a  single  word.  The 

*"d»»«e  these  :   MSHA01TANTS.APAN[X)N  THK  WORSHIP  OF  NARDOUN  AND 
*^nMI^  AM^  AE»0»E  THE  ONLY  CoD.  WHO  SHOWS  ilEHCV  I' 
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*'Tbe  same  voice  was  heard  three  sticccssU'e  years,  vet  not  one  penon  .. 
coQVcrurd.    On  ilie  last  day  of  ihc  third  year,  between  three  and  four  o'clock 
the  morning,  c^-ery  one  of  the  inhahrunts  was  in  an  instant  transformed  in' 
atones,  each  remaining  in  the  very  posture  and  spot  he  then  happened  to  be  in. 
The  king  my  father  experienced   the  same  fate:    he  was  changed  to  a  black 
Stone,  as  you  might  see  in  a  pan  of  the  palace  ;  and  the  queen  tny  mother  ex- 
perienced a  similar  transformation. 

**  I  am  the  only  pcr&on  on  whom  God  has  not  tnHicted  this  terrible  punishment. 
From  this  moment  I  have  continued  to  ser\c  Him  with  greater  ical  than  c\Tfi 
and  I  ara  wt- U  persuaded,  ray  dear  lady,  that  He  haa  sent  you  for  my  consolalii 
and  comfort.     How  much  do  I  thank  Him  for  His  great  mercies  '  for  I  own 
you  that  this  solinidc  had  become  tiuite  distressing. 

This  narrative,  and  more  parlicuUrly  the  latter  part,  still  further  increased  vof 
attachment  to  the  prince.     "  I  can  no  longer  dount,"  I  said  to  him,  "thai  P 
videncc  has  conducted  me  to  your  country  for  the  express  purpose  of  cnabli: 
you  to  leave  so  melancholy  a  spot.     The  vessel  in  which  I  arrived  may  lead  yaa 
lo  conclude  that  I  am  of  some  consequence  in  Bagdad,  where  I  have  left  things 
,  of  equal  value  with  those  I  have  brought.     I  can  venture  to  oAcr  you  a  safe  re- 
'treat  there  till  the  powerfid  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  the  vicar  of  our  great 
prophet,  whom  you  are  not  ignorant  of,  shall  have  bestowed  upon  you  all  the 
Iionours  vou  so  well  deserve.    This  illustrious  prince  resides  at  Bagdad  ;  and,  be 
assured,  )ie  will  mr*  sooner  be  infnrmcd  of  >  our  arrival  in  his  capital  than  you 
acknowledge  you  have  not  sought  his  assistance  m  vain.     It  is  not  possible 
you  to  live  any  longer  in  a  cily  where  every  object  is  become  maupporuible 
you.    My  vessel  is  at  your  5cr\'ice,  and  you  nwy  dispose  o(  it  at  your  plca.surc.'' 
He  jo)-fully  accepted  the  olTcr,  and  n-e  passed  tlie  rest  of  the  night  in  talking  of 
our  voyage. 

Assoonas  the  morning  appeared  we  departed  from  the  palace  and  went  towards 
the  harbour,  where  we  foun^  my  5i«.ter3,  the  capum.  and  my  slaves,  all  in  great 
pain  about  my  safety.  After  introducing  my  sisters  to  the  prince,  I  informed 
them  of  the  reason  that  had  prevented  my  return  on  the  preceding  day;  1  re- 
lated to  tbcm  also  my  adventures  :  how  I  met  the  young  prmce,  his  history,  and 
the  cause  of  tlie  entue  desolation  which  reigned  over  the  whole  of  so  beauwul  a 
city. 

The  Milors  were  many  days  engaged  in  Lmding  iJic  merchandise  which  1  had 
brought  with  nte,  and  in  shilling  in  the  plate  of  it  the  most  %aluab]e  and  pre- 
cious things  wc  could  tind  in  the  palace,  in  silver,  in  gold,  and  in  jewels.  Wc 
left  behind  us  all  the  furniture,  .ind  a  multitude  of  articles  worked  in  gold,  because 
wc  had  no  room  to  stow  them  in.  Many  vessels  would  have  been  necessary  to 
have  transported  to  Bagdad  all  the  riches  wc  saw  in  this  city. 

Mvcx  we  had  filled  the  ship  with  wliatcver  we  wished  to  carr>-  away,  we  set  nil. 
with  the  wind  as  favourable  as  wc  could  unsh.  having  lirsc  taken  in  such  a  supply 
of  provisions  and  water  as  wc  judged  sufhcicni  for  our  voyage.  Of  the  former, 
indeed,  there  yet  remained  a  considerable  quantity  which  we  had  brought  from 
Bagdad. 

From  the  commencement  of  our  voyage,  the  young  prince,  my  listers,  and  my- 
self entertained  ourselves  ver\-  agreeably  every  day ;  but,  alas  1  this  hannony  and 
I  good  humour  did  not  last  long.  My  sisters  became  jenh>u5  of  the  good  ondtr- 
nanding  which  they  observed  to  subsist  l)ettt'een  the  prince  and  m)''self,  and,  in 
n  mahcious  manner,  asked  me  what  I  intended  to  do  with  him  when  we  arrived 
nt  Biigdad.  1  was  vcr>"  well  aware  that  they  put  this  qucsti^m  to  mp  onlv  for  the 
puipose  of  discovennR  my  scniimenu.     1  therefore  prett:nded  ti  iv-iiier 

fi  ple.isant  turn,  and  jocosely  told  them  I  intended  to  make  ii:  and; 

then,  turning  OirccUy  to  die  prince,  1  said  to  him,  "  I  entreat  ytivi,  m>  pnnce,  to 
accede  to  my  pba    As  soon  u  we  arrive  at  Bagdad,  it  is  my  intention  to  ofibr 
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you  my  penon,  as  the  humblest  of  your  slaves,  to  render  you  every  service  in  my 
power,  and  lo  acknowledge  you  as  absolute  master  over  my  actions." 

**  Madam,"  replied  the  prince, "  I  know  not  whether  you  $.iy  this  in  joke  or  not; 
but,  with  respect  (o  myself,  I  declare  most  seriously  before  these  ladies  your  sisterv 
that  I  accept  from  this  instant  the  olfcr  you  have  now  made  me  most  willingly; 
not  indeed  to  consider  you  in  the  light  of  my  slave,  but  as  my  mistress  and  wile^ 
mad  I  here  claim  no  power  whatever  over  your  actions."  Ai  this  speech  my  si3ter>>. 
inaonuly  cbanj^ed  colour,  and  from  this  moment  1  observed  that  they  no  longer 
cowzmed  to  have  the  same  regard  for  me  as  before. 

We  had  already  reached  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  were  very  near  Balsora.  where, 
if  the  wtnd  proved  strong  and  favourable,  I  hoped  lo  arrive  on  ihc  following  day. 
But  in  die  ni);ht,  while  I  was  fast  asleep,  my  sisters  seized  that  opporninity  to 
throw  me  into  the  sea ;  they  treated  the  prince  also  in  the  same  manner,  and  he. 


TtU  KICK)  WOWAX  AHO  THB  D0O«. 


^onfortunaiely  dro^-ned.  For  some  moments  I  supported  m)-5elf  on  the  sur- 
~*of  the  w.iter,  and  by  good  fortune,  or  rather  by  a  miracle,  I  at  Icncth  felt  the 
™ttOBi  I  advanced  forward  towards  somctliing  that  appeared  very  clack,  ant? 
'■A.a*  well  as  the  olwcurily  would  suffer  me  to  distinguish,  I  conjectured  to  be 
■■4  I  happily  gained  the  shore,  and  when  the  day  appeared  I  found  that  I  was 
**WDaB  desen  island,  about  twenty  miles  from  the  town  of  Balsora.  I  imme- 
•■lc^rd^ied  my  clothes  in  the  svin,  and  in  walking  about  I  discovered  many  sorts 
^femUand  also  a  spring  of  fresh  water.  From  Uicse  drcumatances  I  had  great 
"|*iflif  bctag  able  to  prcscr\"c  my  life. 

Ithtn  went  and  reposed  myself  in  the  shade,  and  while  tlicrc  I  observed  a  very 
*p  and  long  icrpcnt.  with  wings.  Jt  advanced  towards  mc,  first  moving  on 
«e*'<le  And  then  on  the  other,  with  its  tongtic  hanging  out  of  its  raoutli.  From 
•jl  eon ici'tu red  it  had  received  some  injury,  1  immediately  got  up,  and  per- 
2*'*  rt»*t  i*  was  punued  by  another  ^.erpeni',  still  larger,  who  held  it  fast  bj-  the 
•oof  itf  tail,  and  was  endeavouring  to  devour  it.  Thi*  excited  my  compassion, 
^■•lead  of  ninning  away,  1  h.id  the  courage  lo  take  up  a  stone  which  I  acci- 
wdy  {Mad  near  mc,  and  letting  it  fall  with  all  my  strength  on  the  larger  ser- 
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pent,  I  smick  it  on  its  head,  and  crushed  it  to  (Mcces.  The  other,  findiitg  itieU 
at  Itbcm',  immediately  opened  its  wings  and  Hew  .iway.  I  continued  to  look  for 
some  time  at  this  vcr>-  cxtraordinarv'  animal,  but,  havmg  lo&t  sight  of  it.  I  aja|L 
seated  myself  in  the  shade  in  anothier  sput,  und  fell  asleep.  J^l 

Conceive  what  was  my  astonishment  when  I  awoke  to  nnd  close  'b>'  m>'  sid^M 
black  woman  of  a  lively  and  agreeable  expression  of  countenance,  holdinj^  byi 
chain  two  do^s  of  the  same  colour.  I  immediately  sat  up  and  asked  hrr  -Hio 
she  was.  "  I  am,"  she  replied, "  that  serpent  which  you  delivered  nnt  Im; 
(rom  its  most  cruel  enemy.  I  imagined  1  could  not  better  repay  the  iin, 
services  you  had  rendered  me,  than  by  what  1  ha^-c  just  now  performed. '  I  uu 
well  acquainted  with  the  trcachcr>-  of  your  sisters,  and,  to  gratify  your  rcTcnge, 
as  soon  as  I  was  delivered  by  your  gencrout;  assistance.  1  collected  together  a 
{real  many  of  my  companions,  who  are  fairies  like  myself;  we  unmcdiatcly  tnun 
sported  all  ttic  lading  of  your  vessel  to  vour  warehouses  at  Dagdud,  and  we  then 
sunk  the  ship,  Thew  two  black  dog^,  which  you  see  here,  arc  your  sisters.  I  have 
given  them  thai  form ;  but  thi^i  punishment  will  not  be  sul^cicnt,  and  I  wish  uMi 
to  treat  them  in  the  manner  I  am  going  to  point  out."  ^f 

At  this  instant  the  fairy  look  both  the  black  dogs  and  myself  in  her  arms.MP 
iransponed  us  to  Bagdad,  where  I  perceived,  laid  up  in  my  n-arehouse,  all  the 
riches  with  which  my  vessel  had  been  laden,  licfore  the  fair>-  left  me  she  deli- 
vered to  me  the  two  black  dogs,  and  spoke  as  folloft-s :  '*  I  command  yon.  by  order 
of  Him  wlio  can  subvert  the  seas,  and  under  the  penalty  of  being  changed  to  a 
similar  animal,  to  inflict  upon  each  of  your  sisters  cverv  night  one  hundred  lashes 
with  a  whip,  as  a  punishment  for  ihe  crime  they  have  fecen  guilty  of  towards 
and  the  young  prince  whom  they  have  drowned."  I  fell  myself  obliged  tu 
to  execute  what  she  required. 

Every  e\'eiung  from  that  instant  I  have,  though  unwillingly,  treated 
the  ntanncr  your  majc^iy  w;is  a  witness  to  last  night.  1  endeavour  to  express  to 
them  by  my  tears  with  what  repugnance  and  grief  I  fulfil  my  cruel  duty ;  and  to 
all  tills  you  may  plainly  perceive  that  I  am  rather  to  be  pitied  than  blamed.  If 
there  be  anything  else  that  regards  me,  and  of  which  you  may  wish  to  be  informed, 
my  sister  /untn^,  by  the  recital  of  her  hisiorj',  will  afford  ynu  every  e\plAn.iitoiL 

The  caliph  after  having  listened  with  admiration  and  astonishment  to  the 
adventures  of  Zobeidi,  desired  his  grand  mier  Ciiafar  to  request  the  agreeable 
Ainin6  to  explain  by  what  means  she  became  so  covered  «nih  scars.  The  latter, 
addressing  herself  to  the  caliph,  began  her  history  la  the  following  maimer. 
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'OMMANDERof  the  Faithful,  that  1  may  not  repeat  those  lUflC 
which  your  majesty  has  -ilrcidy  been  informed  of  by  my  sister,  I  inB 
only  mcniion  that  my  mother,  liaving  taken  a  house  to  pass  ber 
widowhood  in  private,  first  bestowed  me  in  marriage  on  the  heir  ct 
ant  of  the  richest  men  in  this  citj*. 

I  had  not  been  married  quite  a  year  before  my  husband  died.  I 
thus  became  a  widow,  and  was  in  possession  of  all  his  property,  which  amounted 
to  above  ninety  thousand  sequins.  The  interest  only  of  this  sum  wouJd  h»« 
been  quite  suftcicnt  for  me  to  have  passed  Ihe  remainder  of  my  life  *-ith  ease 
and  reputation.  In  the  meantime,  as  soon  .is  the  first  six  months  of  my  mourn- 
ing  was  over,  I  ordered  ten  different  dresses  to  be  made  up,  which  were  so  *err 
nugnificcnt  that  each  cost  me  a  thousand  sequins;  and  when  my  year  of  moura- 
mg  was  Gni^cd,  1  began  to  wear  them. 
1  was  one  day  quite  alone,  and  employed  about  my  domestic  aflairs 


airs,  when  ilfl 
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l.xra  and  told  me  that  a  lady  wanted  to  speak  t^ith  me.     I  desireft  ihem  to  let 

tr  CDtne  in.     She  appeared  to  be  vcr>-  far  advanced  in  years.     On  her  eninince 

|»^  uluted  me  by  kissing  the  ground,  and  tlicn  risinij  on  her  knees,  she  said,  **  I 

fe^urai  you.  my  aood  lady,  to  excuse  the  liberty  which  I  Ixavc  tiiken  in  coming  to 

BO,|?tirtane  you ;  out  the  as&urancc  1  have  received  of  your  charitable  disposition 

^  Ok  caiuc  of  my  baldness.     1  must  inform  you.  most  honourable  lady,  that  I 

,v«  an  urphan  daughter,  who  is  to  be  married  to-day :  wc  arc  both  strangers, . 

have  not  the  least  knowledge  of  any  one  in  this  city.   This  causes  us  great 

aud  confusion,  tfccatisc  we  wish  that  the  numerous  family  mth  which  we 

going  10  be  connected  should  believe  thai  we  arc  not  altogether  unknown, 

but  arc  of  some  rcs)x;ctability  and  credit.     It  is  for  this  reason,  most  charitable 

bdy^lhat  you  uould  lay  tis  under  an  infinite  obli},'ation,  if  you  v^ould  honour  tlic 

WiptHik  with  your  presence.     If,  therefore,  >ou  j^rani  us  this  favour,  our  own 

cDsnOywumen  will  knuw  th.il  we  are  not  looked  upun  here  as  poor  wretches,  when 

thtjr  bhall  be  informed  that  a  person  of  your  rank  had  the  condescension  to  do 

ui  to  jpeat  an  honour.     liut  if,  alas !  you  reject  our  petition,  how  gre.it  will  our 

axnncatioii  be,  because  wc  know  not  to  whom  else  to  address  ourselves." 

The  poor  lady  was  in  tears  dunng  the  whole  of  this  speech,  which  very  much 
ociled  my  cxnnpassion.  "  My  good  mother,"  replied  I,  "do  not  afflict  yourself 
■yaort;  I  shall  be  \'cry'  happy  to  oblige  you  in  the  way  you  wish.  Tell  me 
vbOkx  I  must  come;  I  only  wish  for  time  sufficient  to  ^ess  myself  properly 
fa  focb  an  occasion."  The  old  lady  was  so  overjoyed  at  this  answer,  that  she 
•wddha-.r  f.illen  at  my  fcei  and  kissed  them,  if  I  had  not  prevented  her.  "  My 
dttrgDod  lady,"*  she  cried  in  getting  up,  "  (Jod  will  recompense  you  for  the  good- 
"<*•  yoB  have  »hown  to  those  who  will  always  consider  themselves  as  ycur 
■'nnts  J  He  will  make  your  bosom  overflow  with  joy  from  the  rerlcction  of  your 
^niiig  been  the  cause  of  so  much  good  to  us.  It  is  not  ncccssan,-  for  you  to  have 
t^nouhle  of  remembering  the  address,  hut  only  that  yoti  wilt  h.ivc  the  goodness 
*|B  iri'h  me  in  the  evenmg,  at  the  time  I  shall  come  and  call  for  you.  Adieu, 
•Mm,'"  added  she.  "  lill  I  have  the  honour  of  seeing  you  again." 

Sba  bad  no  sooner  left  me  than  1  went  and  took  the  dress  I  liked  best ;  also  a 
BvUace  of  large  pearls,  a  pair  of  bracelets,  some  rings  both  for  the  fingers  and 
cm,  of  the  fii>c5t  aiKl  most  brilliant  diamonds;  for  I,  somehow  or  other,  seemed 
■  Itt^  »  pmentimcnt  of  what  would  happen  to  me. 

'HKevcDing  began  lo  close  when  the  old  lady,  with  a  countenance  th.-\t  expressed 
ptat  joy,  amN-cd  at  my  house.  She  kissed  my  hand,  and  said.  "The  parents 
**!  nktiims  uf  my  son-in-law  .ire  all  .arrived,  and  they  are  hdies  of  the  first 
ttMcqoence  in  this  city.  You  may  now  come,  whcnc\-er  it  is  .igrccable  to  you  ; 
■41  Ml  ready  10  serve  you  as  a  guide."  Wc  immediately  set  out,  and  she  u-aJked 
^Btn  to  show  me  the  way.  I  followed,  together  with  a  great  nnmber  uf  my 
'Httls  slaves,  all  properly  dressed  for  the  occasion.  Having  come  into  a  wide 
*<R<t.tfaat  had  been  fresh  swept  and  watered,  wc  stopped  at  a  large  door,  lighted 
VtUinp,  by  the  help  of  which  I  could  distinguish  the  inscription  written  over 
■•dDor  in  letters  of  gold:  "this  is  the  continv.^l  adode  of  pleasures 
Waor  lOV."     The  old  lady  knocked,  and  the  door  Instantly  opened. 

Tbej  •  ■  ■  me  through  a  court  into  .n  large  hall,  where  1  was  received  by 
*WDi,-  ■    umiKirable  beaut>'.     She  came  immediately  towards  me,  and 

<Sb  Bn~cu.it  m;^  nic.  she  made  mc  sit  next  to  her  on  a  sofa,  over  which  there  was 
^Mlof  throne  or  ctaopy,  formed  of  precious  wood  enriched  with  diamonds. 
"Tmlate  c —  ^■—.-  -ividam."  she  said  to  mc,  "to  assist  at  some  nuptials, but 
^•n"tthey  V  ■  >ditfcrcnt  persons  from  those  which  you  expect.    I  have 

^tntbcr  wL->  .^  •■■■^  -^i  the  best  made  and  accompii^hcd  uf  men.  He  is  50 
4hiiu1  with  the  description  which  he  ha«^  heard  of  y<:itir  beauty,  that  bis  fiitc 
^hiimjy  depends  upon  yvM :  and  he  will  be  most  unfortunate  and  u retched  if 
)^  do  not  take  pity  upon  him.    He  is  well  acquainted  with  the  situation  you 
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hold  in  the  world,  and  I  can  assure  you  tbat  be  is  not  unworthy  ol  your  allianre. 
If  my  prayers,  madam,  can  h;ivc  any  weight  with  you,  I  readily  join  them  to  his, 
and  entreat  you  not  to  reject  the  uficr  which  he  makes  you,  of  receiving  him  for 
your  husband." 

Since  the  death  of  my  husband,  the  idea  of  marrying  again  never  came  into 
my  head ;  but  I  did  not  possess  suflf^cient  resolution  to  refuse  so  beautiful  a  iicrsoa. ; 
I  had  no  sooner  gi\'cn  my  assent  to  this  bv  my  silence,  accompanied  by  a  bittsll'' 
which  surftised  my  cheek,  than  the  yoimg  (ady  clapped  her  hands;  a  young  man 
immediately  entered  with  so  majestic  an  air  and  so  much  apparent  grace,  (hat  I 
thought  myself  fortunate  in  having  made  so  excellent  a  conquest.     He 
himself  near  me,  and  1  discovered,  by  the  conversation  that  passed  between 
tbat  his  merit  was  still  greater  tlun  his  sister  had  led  me  to  believe. 

When  she  found  that  wc  were  well  satisried  with  each  other,  she  clapped  her 
hands  a  second  time,  and  tlic  cadi  immediately  entered,  who  made  a  contmct  for 
our  marriage,  signed  it.  and  had  it  also  witnessed  by  four  persons,  whom  he 
brought  with  him  for  that  purpose.  There  was  one  condition,  and  it  was  the  oiiljr- 
one  my  new  husb.ind  required  of  me ;  and  this  was,  that  I  should  neither  see  nor  - 
speak  to  any  other  man  than  himself.  He  then  took  an  oath,  that  tf  I  preserved 
these  terms,  1  should  have  cvcr\'  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  him.  Our  marriaga 
was  then  concluded,  and  thus  1  bcctmc  a  orincipal  person  concerned,  when  I 
only  thought  of  being  a  spc-ctalor  and  a  gue^t. 

About  .1  month  after  our  marriage,  having  occasion  to  purchase  some  silk  stirfQj 
I  asked  Ic'ive  of  my  husb.ind  to  go  out  and  execute  this  commission.  This  httj 
immediately  granted,  and  I  took  with  mc,  by  way  of  companion,  the  ok)  womaA' 

whom  I  have  already  spokenj  and  who  lived  in  the  houst,  and  two  of  my  fenule 

ves. 

When  we  had  come  lo  that  street  in  which  the  merchants  reside,  the  old 
said  lo  inc,  "  Since  you  are  come,  my  good  mistress,  to  look  for  silk  stuff,  I 
take  you  to  a  young  mercliant  here,  with  whom  I  .Tm  very  well  acquainted :  he 
has  some  of  e%'erv  sort ;  and  without,  there^ire,  fatiguing  yourself  by  running  froRl 
shop  to  shop,  I  assure  >-ou  that  at  his  you  will  tJnd  whate%'er  you  may  want"  I 
sulTercd  her  to  conduct  mc,  and  wc  entered  a  shop,  where  there  was  a  merchant 
who  was  a  well-made  >-oung  man.  I  sat  down,  and  desired  him,  b>'  means 
the  old  woman,  to  show  me  some  of  the  most  beautiful  silk  stuffs  that  he 
The  old  woman  wished  mc  to  make  the  request  myself,  but  I  told  her  (hat  one 
of  the  conditions  of  our  marriage  was  not  to  speak  to  any  man  beside  my  hus- 
band and,  thai  I  did  not  intend  to  infringe  it. 

The  merchant  showed  me  a  variety  of  sorts,  one  of  which  pleased  me 
than  the  rest,  and  I  desired  her  to  ask  the  price  of  it.  In  answer  to  her  he  taidL' 
**  I  u-iU  sell  it  tn  her  for  neither  silver  nor  gold,  but  I  wtU  make  her  a  preteiu  of 
it  if  she  will  have  the  condescension  to  permit  me  to  ki»s  her  theck."  I  desired 
the  old  woman  to  tell  hm\  that  his  proposal  was  a  ver>'  rude  and  tmpertineni 
one.  But  insic:\d  of  doing  what  1  ordered,  she  told  me  she  thought  tnat  vriiat 
the  mcrrhant  mjuircd  was  a  matter  of  no  importance. — that  he  did  not  ask  im 
to  siKak,  but  I  h>id  only  to  present  my  cheek  to  him,  which  was  merely  the  bml- 

tncss  of  a  moment.  Nfy  desire  to  possess  the  silk  was  so  great,  1  was  foolish 
enough  to  follow  the  old  wom.in's  .idvicc.  She  and  my  slaves  immediately  stood 
UD  before  mo,  that  no  person  might  obscr%'e  mc:  1  then  drew  aside  my  veil, 
irtien,  instead  of  kissmg  me,  the  mercliant  ga%e  me  such  a  bite  Oiat  tite  blood 
flowed  from  the  wound. 
The  surpnsc  .\nd  pain  were  so  great  that  t  fainted  and  fell  down.  1  remained 
for  so  great  a  length  of  time  in  that  state,  thai  it  atTotded  the  merrhant  sufficient 
opportunity  to  shut  up  his  shop  and  make  hii  esrapc.  W  hen  1  returned  to  my 
•ensen.  I  pcrten'Ctl  my  cheek  entirely  covered  with  blood.  The  old  lady  and  my 
women  had  the  precaution,  at  the  lint  instant,  to  cover  my  Iwx  with  my  veil,  m 
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kvia  the  people  collected  to  see  what  was  the  matter,  they  could  perceive 
tfnf,  bu  bdie\ed  il  to  bo  only  a  sudden  u-eakness  that  had  sciicd  me. 
be  old  woman  who  accompanied  me,  and  who  tt*a*  extremely  chagrined  al 
Kcident  which  had  happened,  endeavoured  nevertheless  to  give  me  courage. 
deed,  my  good  mistress,"  she  said  to  me,  "  t  sincerely  ask  your  pardon.  I 
in  the  only  cause  of  this  misfortune.  I  carrieJ  you  to  this  merchant  because  he 
■M  my  countrj'man,  and  I  could  never  have  thou^'ht  he  would  have  been  guilty 
of  M  great  a  wickedness;  but  do  not  afilict  yourself:  let  us  lose  no  time  in  re- 
■Bing  to  your  house.  I  will  give  you  a  remedy  which  shall  make  so  perfect  a 
enre  in  three  days,  that  not  the  least  possible  mark  or  scar  sh.-ill  remain."  My 
bintiag  hod  rendered  me  so  weak  that  t  could  scarcely  walk  ;  I,  however,  con* 
timd  to  get  borne,  but  on  entering  my  chamber  I  again  Fainted,  tn  the  mean- 
ti(Mdac4d  woman  applied  ber  remedy,  and  I  recovered  from  the  fit.  and  went 
Mwdwrriy  lo  bed. 

Kjgfct  ctme,  and  my  husband  arrived.  He  perceived  that  my  head  was  very 
■■di  wrapped  up,  and  .isked  mc  the  reason  of  it. 
luU  bim  1  had  a  bad  headache,  which  1  hoped 
*nild  ba^-e  satisfied  him ;  but  he  took  up  a  taper, 
■d  observing  that  1  hnd  a  wound  on  my  cheek, 
■'Hotrhippened  this?"  lie  cried.  N'ow,  although 
I  iw  noi  guilty  of  a  ver\'  grc.it  fault,  I  could  not 
'wke  op  my  mind  to  discover  the  whole  affair  to 
lum:  to  enter  also  into  ihis  detail,  seemed  to  me 
Dot  Ae  most  decorous.  I  told  him  that  as  I  was 
png  to  purduue  the  silk  I  wanted,  and  which  he 
■d  iw«n  me  permission  to  do,  a  porter  with  a 
tindK  of  wood  had  passed  so  close  to  me,  at  the 
coflKf  of  a  vCT^-  narrow  street,  that  one  of  the 
totfcs  tud  grazed  my  check,  but  that  it  was  a  mero 
We, 

At  iWfl  my  husband  \\-3a  excessively  enraged. 
*7Ui  ict,"  lie  cned.  "  shall  not  remain  unpunish- 
■i  I  Will  to-morrow  give  an  order  to  the  officer 
of  'i>e  police  to  aircst  all  these  brutes  of  porters, 
>iilbaiw  every  one  of  them."  Fearfulof  occnston- 
>>K^  dnith  of  so  many  innocent  people, "  Take 
tw«,  my  lord,"  I  cried,  **' how  you  commit  such  an 
<trf  tajostice.  1  should  be'vcrx-  sorr>-  to  be  the 
*«•  of  your  doing  it ;  .tnd  if  I  were  to  be  guilty 
of  ndi  a  crtme.  I  shmild  think  myself  unworthy 
(f  pndoo.*  "  Tell  me.  then,  sincerely,"  he  added, 
'^  no  I  to  think  of  vovir  wound  r" 

I  then  related  to  him  that  it  had  been  done  by  a  seller  of  brooms  upon  his  ass, 
*^  uho  came  behmd  me,  had  his  head  turned  on  one  side,  and  the  ass  pushed 
^  nt  n  violently,  that  I  fell  down  and  cut  my  cheek  agamst  a  piece  of  glass. 
'Hw  bdxK  the  fact,"  said  mv  husband, "  the  sun  shall  not  have  risen  to-morrow 
■■naiigboore  the  grand  viiier  Giafar  shall  be  informed  of  this  insolence.  He 
*Wl  wder  the  death  of  evcr\'  hroomseller  in  the  city."  "  In  the  name  of  God, 
VrhnlMod,*  I  cried,  interrupting  him,  "  I  entreat  you  to  pardon  ihcm — they 
nt  im  mlpttble."  "  What,  then,  madam,"  said  he.  "am  I  to  believe?  Speak! 
1  bnt  DO  Maring  the  strict  truth  from  your  lips."  *'  My  lord,"  I  replied,  "  1  was 
•oiedwlth  a  giddiness  and  fell  down  ;  this  is  the  fact."' 

^1  husband  lost  all  patience  at  these  words.  "  I  have  already."  he  cried. 
'btaed  too  kwg  to  your  falsehoods."  And  in  s.-»>ing  this,  he  clapped  his  hands, 
'*'  Aice  ilaves  unro'edtatcly  came  in.    '*  l>mg  her  from  the  bed,"  he  exclaimed, 
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"and  Uy  her  at  length  in  the  middle  of  the  chamber."  This  order  was  instamljr 
CJieiTUietl  by  the  slaves,  one  of  whom  held  mc  by  the  head,  another  by  tbe  feet, 
.  and  he  commanded  a  third  to  fetch  a  sabre.  As  soon  as  my  husband  saw  him 
i  return  with  it.  "  Strike !  "  he  cried ;  "  cut  her  body  in  two,  and  iJirow  it  into  the 
[Tigris,  and  let  it  become  food  for  its  fish.  This  is  the  pumshment  I  mfUct  upon 
ilhosc  on  whom  I  have  beiitowed  my  affections,  and  nno  c.innoi  prescnrc  their 
ifiilclit)'  to  mc"  As  bo  observed  that  the  slave  miher  hesitated  m  his  obodknce, 
"Strike!"  he  again  cried;  "why  do  >-oti  stop?  what  do  you  wait  for?" 

"  Madam,"  said  the  slave  to  me,  '*  almost  the  last  moment  of  your  eiistcDTc  is 
at  hand;  recollect  if  there  be  anything  that  you  wish  to  dispose  of  before  ycrai 
death."  I  requested  permission  to  speak  a  few  words.  This  was  granted  me.  I 
then  raised  my  head,  and  ciatinga  tender  look  at  my  husband,  1  said,"  To  «liat 
a  state,  alas  !  am  I  reduced  I  Must  I  then  die  in  the  vcr>-  prune  of  my  hfc  ?  "  1 
wished  to  proceed,  but  my  tears  and  sighs  choked  my  utterance.  This,  however, 
had  no  cncct  on  my  husband ;  on  the  contrary,  he  began  to  use  reproaches  so 
bitter,  that  it  wiruld  have  been  useless  for  me  to  answer  him.  I  then  had  re- 
course to  prayers ;  but  he  heeded  them  not,  and  ordereil  the  slave  to  do  his  duty. 
At  this  moment  the  old  wonvm.who  had  been  my  husfiond's  nurse,  came  in,  and 
throwing  herself  at  his  feet,  endeavoured  to  ;tppcase  him.  *'  My  son,"  she  cried, 
"as  a  reward  for  havmg  nursed  and  brought  you  up,  i  conjure  you  to  grant  loe 
her  pardon.  Consider,  I  beg,  that  he  who  slays  shall  be  slain,  and  that  you  will 
thu<i  tarnish  your  reputation,  and  lessen  yourself  in  the  estimation  of  society. 
\Vhat  will  the>'  not  say  of  sucii  a  cnicl,  inhuman  disposition  ?  "  She  pronounced 
these  words  in  so  aflfeciiiig  a  manner,  and  accompanied  them  with  so  many  tears, 
that  ihc\-  made  a  very  strong  impression  on  my  husband. 

"  Well,  then,"  said  he  to  his  nurse, "  out  of  regard  for  you  I  will  grant  her  life; 
but  1  am  determined  she  shall  carr>*  some  marks  to  make  her  remember  her 
crime."  Having  said  this,  one  of  the  slaves,  by  his  order,  gave  me  so  niAAV 
blows  with  a  5m.ill  pli.ini.  cane  on  my  sides  and  bosom,  that  the  skin  and  flesa 
were  torn  in  e%'ery  part  I  remained  quite  senseless.  After  this  the  sime  sUveSf 
who  were  the  agents  of  his  rage,  earned  me  into  another  house,  where  I  wms 
taken  all  possible  care  of  b)-  the  old  woman.  1  was  obliged  to  keep  my  bed  four 
months.  At  length  I  w.is  cured ;  but  all  the  scars,  which  1  could  not  prevent 
you  from  seeing  yesterday,  have  remained  there  ever  smcc.  As  soon  as  1  was 
able  to  walk  about  and  go  out,  I  wished  to  return  to  the  house  which  1  possessed 
by  my  first  huf):Ktn-i ;  but  I  could  only  discover  its  situation,  fur  my  second  hat- 
band, in  the  excess  of  his  fury,  was  not  suislied  with  h.iving  th.-it  pulled  down — 
he  had  even  caused  the  whole  street  where  it  stood  to  be  raicd  to  the  ground. 
This,  00  doubt,  was  a  most  unjustiliable  and  unheard-of  revenge;  Imii  against 
whom  could  I  lodge  my  complaint  ?  Its  author  had  taken  such  measures  to  con- 
ceal himself,  that  I  could  not  discover  him.  Besides,  if  1  should  have  found  him 
out,  1  might  easily  canjcciure,  from  the  manner  in  which  be  had  treated  mc,  tlal 
his  power  was  aliiiost  absolute.     How  then  dure  1  have  complained? 

Entirely  desolate,  and  deprived  of  c^'cry  succour,  I  had  recourse  to  mv  dear 
sister  Zobeid^,  who  has  already  related  her  historv  to  your  majesty,  and  I  in- 
formed  her  \A  my  misfortune.  She  recei^-ed  mc  with  her  Accustomed  goodness^ 
and  enhoried  me  to  Iwar  my  nIBictions  with  patience.  "  Such  is  tlie  world,"  liw 
aaid  :  "it  deprives  us  either  of  our  fortunes,  our  friends,  or  imr  lovers  ;  nav,  some- 
times even  of  all."  To  prove,  at  the  same  time,  the  truth  of  wh.\t  i^he  uia  lo  m^ 
she  gave  me  an  account  of  the  death  of  the  young  prince,  which  was  occ4slOB*d 
by  her  two  sister?' jcUousy.  She  ihen  informed  me  in  what  manner  lh«7  lud 
been  fninsformcd  into  dogs.  After  havmg.  in  short,  given  mc  a  thousand  proetfi 
of  hrt  fiicndship  and  reg.ird,  she  presented  my  youngest  sister  lo  roc,  who  alter 
the  death  ol'  her  mother  liad  come  to  live  with  tier. 
Having  returned  our  thanks  to  God  for  thus  havlns  «{aifl  united  us,  wc  re- 
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^tcJved  fur  the  future  to  live  together,  and  never  again  be  separate.   We  have  for 

~' '      linic  continued  to  pass  this  tranquil  kind  of  life,  and  as  1  have  the  whole 

U  of  the  houie,  I  take  a  pleasure  in  someliines  going  out  myself  to 

:hisc  the  provisions  we  may  have  occasion  for.    I  went  out  yesterday  for  this 

ipQU,  and  oniered  ihem  to  be  brought  home  by  a  porter,  who  proved  to  be 

uied  of  some  nit  and  humour,  and  we  det;tined  him  in  order  to  divert  us. 

:|hnc  calenders  arrived  about  the  beginning  of  the  evening,  and  reiiucsted 

~    "  them  an  asylum  till  the  morning.    We  received  ihem  upon  one  cx- 

adition,  which  the;" agrctd  to  ;  and  after  pLicing  ihcm  at  our  table,  they 

us  with  some  mu&ic  in  a  manner  peculiar  to  thcni^vca.     At  this  par- 

jUr  lime  we  heard  a  knock  at  our  gale,  and  we  saw  Uierc  were  three  merchants 

Old,  0/  prepossessing  appearance,  who  requested  the  same  favour  of  us 

t  talenners  had  before  done  ;  and  we  granted  it  ihem  on  ihe  same  con- 

11  ni'ii  one  of  them  ubsen-ed  their  promise.   Although  wc  had  the  power 

them,  and  with  thegreaie&t  justice,  we  were  satisfied  with  only  requiring 

il  of  each  of  iheir  histories  ;  and  we  confined  our  revenge  to  the  an  ol 

tetjr  dismissing  them,  and  thus  depriving  them  of  the  retreat  they  bad 

iKd. 

lie  Caliph  Hartmn  Alraschid  was  >-cr>- wtJI  satisAcd  with  the  account  he  thus 
Rttivcd,  and  for  which  he  was  so  anxious  ;  and  he  pubUcly  expressed  the  pk-a- 
Htcaad  astonishment  which  these  narrativ  es  had  allorded  him.  When  the  caliph 
hul  ifaos  satisficf]  hi&  curiositv,  he  wished  to  give  some  proofs  of  his  generosity 
ud  na^Bccnce  to  the  royal  unfortunates,  and  also  to  make  the  three  ladies 
W  dH  consequences  of  his  Iwunty.  Without,  therefore,  employing  the  interven- 
tJMofhis  grand  vizier,  be  himself  said  toi^obcidv,  "  Has  not  that  fair>-,  madam, 
*tain  you  hrai  beheld  under  the  form  of  a  serpent,  and  who  has  imposed  so 
Tlpioin  a  law  upon  vou,  given  you  any  infonnalion  where  she  lives  ?  ur  rather. 
ttiiln  not  ptonmcd  to  see  you'again  and  suffer  the  two  dogs  to re-assume  their 
Mtonlfonn?" 

"1  oaght  not  to  have  fnrgotten.  Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  rephed  Zohetdc, 
"ttkove  informed  you  that  the  fair)-  put  a  small  packet  of  hair  into  my  hand, 
MTinfat  the  same  time  that  1  should  one  day  have  occasion  for  her  presence  ; 
<illSc&tf  1  otUy  burnt  two  ungte  liairs,  she  would  insianth  be  with  me,  although 
<fc|»boiiIJ  Ii.if'i^n  to  be  beyond  Mount  Caucasus."  "  VS  here.,  madam.''  replied 
(fatal :  '  packet  of  hairr"    She  replied  thai  she  had  from  that  lime 

<J«ay»  ■  I  bout  her  wry  carefully.     She  then  took  it  out  of  her  pocket, 

*«l  opening  ihc  lid  of  the  1j»>x  in  w hich  she  kept  it,  she  showed  it  to  him.  **  Let 
■iiihen,''  chcd  the  caliph,  "make  ihe  fairy  appear  now ;  you  cannot,  since  I  wish 
i>tCiIl  her  more  oppdrtunety." 

2obeid^  havinv!  -i^'fed  to' it.  they  brDU;>ht  some  fire,  and  she  directly  put  the 
cttttni-  '     '  :ipon  iL    At  the  same  moment  tlic  wl.olc-  palace  shook. 

■4  d»';  '  4»c  of  a  ladv  most  ma^nilicently  dressed,  appeared  before 

^talipfc.  ■■  LoinU'.uider  of  the  taitliful,"  iaid  she  to  the  prince.  "  you  sec  rac 
■>t,RBdy  10  receive  your  comnunds.  The  lady  who  has  called  nic  here  at 
TOnrdt^        '  '      d  mc  a  %'ery  important  service  :  to  give  her;!  pruuf  i>f  my 

pbiui:  ;  ed  the  i>crfidy  uf  bur  5i';ters  by  triinsfomiinj;  them  into 

■p;  I  ■     ! -^ites  it,  I  will  restore  them  to  (heir  n.ttural  shape." 

-Be.  1  ihc  caliph,  '•  >i)ii  cannot  afford  mc  a  greater  plca- 

WttK<  I  f.ivoiir.     I  »ill  then  find  some  means  of  consoling 

^W  fi  nishnunt  ;  but  in  ihc  first  place  1  have  another  request 

•**llit  .:.„.f  (»f  the  lady  who  has  been  so  ill  treated  by  her  husband. 

^yw)  ntedwiih  ahnoit  everything,  1  do  not  believe  you  can  be  igno- 

'■Cw  I  ;  you  will  obli>;'j  me  vzr\-  much  If  you  mention  tlie  name  of  the 

(■a*!  VKKht  who  wu  ntA  satuded  witli  executing  'so  much  cruelty  towards  her, 
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but  e\'en  most  unjustly  deprived  lier  of  all  the  fortune  which  belonged  to  her. 
Am  re.il))'  .islDnisned  ih.tt  so  rriminal  nnd  inhumm  .in  .ict,  .ind  one  whirh  Itict 
in  the  very  face  of  my  power  and  avithorit>\  has  ne\'cr  come  to  my  knowledRC.' 

"  For  the  sake  of  obliging  your  ntiicsty,"  replied  the  fciirj-,  "  1  will  restore  the 
two  do^  to  tlicir  orit^inal  furm  :  1  will  cure  the  lady  of  all  her  scon  so  perfectly, 
that  DO  one  ^hall  be  able  to  tell  tlint  she  ha9c\-er  been  wounded  ;  and  1  will  then 
inform  you  of  llic  name  of  him  who  has  ircalcd  her  so  ilL" 

TTie  ciliph  instantly  sent  toZobcidt's  house  for  the  two  dogs  ;  when  they  were 
come,  the  l.%iry  asked  them  for  ;i  cupful  of  water,  which  they  jfavc  her.  Shie  pn>- 
nounced  !iome  words  over  it,  which  they  did  not  understand,  and  then  threw 
some  of  it  over  Amino  and  (he  two  dogs.  The  latter  were  immediately  chanKod 
into  two  females  of  most  extraordmar}-  beauty,  and  the  scars  of  the  forrnerais- 
appearcd.  The  fair>'  then  addressed  the  cahph  as  follows :  "  I  have,  O  Com- 
mander of  the  Faithful,  only  now  lo  discover  to  you  what  is  the  name  of  the  ttn- 
known  husband,  which  you  reijuirc.  He  is  very  nearly  related  you,  since  indeed 
it  is  Prince  /Vmin,  vi-ur  eldest  son,  and  brother  to  I'rincc  Mamoun.  He,  ha\-iitg 
become  enamoured  uf  iliis  lady  from  the  description  he  had  heard  of  her  be^auty, 
made  use  of  that  pretence  to  L-et  her  into  his  power,  and  married  her.  With  re- 
gard to  the  blows  he  ordered  Tier,  he  is  in  some  measure  to  be  excused.  His  wifc 
was  too  easily  prevailed  on,  and  the  different  excuses  slie  invented  were  cnoaf;h  to 
make  him  Itunl:  that  she  was  much  more  criminal  th.-in  she  leally  was.  This  ii 
all  that  1  can  icll  you  for  your  satislaction."  Having  concluded  this  speech,  she 
salutetl  the  caJiph.  and  disappeared. 

Tliis  prince,  filled  witlj  wundcr  and  .-astonishment,  and  well  «ni»r,,-.l  t 
alterations  and  changes  that  he  had  been  the  means  of  cfferiing,  perr 
actions  which  will  be  eternally  spoken  of.     He  first  of  all  called  hi- 
Amm,  and  told  him  he  was  acquainted  with  the  secret  of  hii  marnagv^  an 
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(nrme-«!  lirmof  the  cmuic of  ihc  wound  in  Amini's  cheek.  The  prince  did  not  *-ait 
f t  ■  I  r  lo  command  him  to  take  her  again,  but  immediately  received  htr. 

:  li  nvxl  decLired  (hat  lie  bcitowctl  his  heart  and  hand  upon  ZobcidtJ, 
ai  (^  her  other  three  sisters  lo  the  calenders,  the  sons  of  kings,  who 

at  icm  with  much  joy  for  their  wives.    The  caliph  then  assigned  a  most 

:  palace  to  each  of  them  in  the  city  of  Bagdad ;  he  raised  them  to  the 
■-■f  the  empire,  and  admitted  thcra  into  his  council. 
Itii-  -  the  tirst  cadi  of  Bagdad,  who,  with  proper  wntncsses.  drew  up 

Ujc  U.-  --lage ;  and  llic  illustrious  and  famous  Caliph  flaroun  AInischicf, 

m  baiOHuy  iuppincss  on  so  many  persons  who  bad  experienced  such  incredible  ■ 
mulortunei,  acquired  a  thousand  benedictions. 


THE   HISTORY  OF  SINDBAD   THE   SAILOR. 

N  the  reign  of  the  same  caliph  mentioned  in  the  last  storj-,  namely. 
Haroun  Alraschid,  there  lived  in  Bagdad  a  poor  porter,  ulio  uas 
named  Hindbad.  One  day  duiing  [he  excessive  heats  of  summer, 
he  was  carrying  a  heavy  load  from  one  extremity  of  the  city  to  tlic 
other,  and  being  much  fatigued  by  the  length  nf  way  he  had  already 
come,  and  having  still  much  ground  to  traverse,  lie  arri\ed  ma  street 
vhcrc  the  pa\emeni  was  sprinkled  with  rosc-u'atcr,  and  a  gentle 
brccxc  refined  the  air.  Delighted  with  this  cool  and  pleasant  siti 
ation,  he  placed  his  load  on  the  ground,  and  took  his  sutiun  near , 
large  mansion.  The  delicious  scent  of  aloes  and  frankincense  which^, 
issued  &om  the  u-indows,  and,  mixing  with  the  ro»e-watcr,  periuned; 
the  air,  together  niih  a  charming  concert  within,  which  was  accom-: 
panied  by  the  melody  of  the  nightingales  and  other  birds  peculiar  to 
the  ditnatc  of  Bagdad,  and  the  smell  of  dinerent  sorts  of  viands,  led  him  to  sup- 
ytm  that  some  grand  feast  was  given  there.  He  wished  to  know  whose  residence 
It  WM;  for,  not  having  frequent  occasion  to  |>ass  that  way,  he  was  unacquainted 
*sb  the  names  of  the  inhabitants.  To  satisfy  his  curiosity,  therefore,  he  a{>- 
inadted  some  ser^-ants  who  were  standing,  magnificently  dressed,  at  the  door, 
•wi  bqatrcd  who  was  the  master  of  thai  mansion.  "  \V  hat .' "  replied  the  ser- 
*w,'*arc}'ou  an  inhabitant  of  Bagdad,  and  do  not  know  that  this  is  the  rcsi- 
^(•n  of  Smdbad  the  Sailor,  that  famous  %-oyager,  who  has  sailed  over  all  the 
*a  ondcT  the  sun?"  TIic  jwrter,  who  had  heard  of  the  immense  riches  of 
^dlad,  could  not  help  aimiwring  his  situation,  which  appeared  so  enviable,  with 
■•imi,  which  was  so  dcploriible ;  and,  distressed  by  the  reliection.  he  raised  his 
gis  10  hea\-en,  and  exclaimed  in  a  loud  voice, "  Almighty  Creator  of  all  things* 
■plaMd  to  consider  the  difference  that  there  is  between  Sindbad  and  nijstlf : 
»"ofcrdaiIv  a  thousand  ills,  and  find  the  greatest  difficulty  to  supply  my  wretched 
■teW  with  bad  barley  bread,  whilst  the  fortunate  Sindbad  cxi»encfs  his  riches  with 
pfc^on.  and  enjovs  every  pleasure.  What  has  he  done  to  obtain  so  happy  a 
■Winj-.or  I  to  merit  one  so  rigorous?"  In  s.iying  this,  he  struck  the  ground  with 
■»fc«,  ai  il  entirely  given  up  to  despair.  He  was  still  musing  on  his  fate,  when 
**crvam  ctme  towards  him  from  the  house,  and  tilking  hold  of  his  arm,  said, 
Cwie,  ioDow  nw;  mv  master,  Sindbad,  wishes  to  speak  with  you." 
Ittuyeasilv  be  imagined  that  Hindbad  was  not  a  litde  surprised  at  the  com - 
IjWiem  iliat  was  paid  him.  After  the  words  he  had  uttered,  he  began  to  fear 
2*^  Sindbad  sent  for  him  to  reprimand  him.  and  therefore  he  tried  to  excuse 
■*«tf  6«n  going,  saying  that  he  could  not  leave  his  load  in  die  middle  of  the 
*Wt:  bat  the  servant  a»suring  him  that  it  shoidd  be  taken  care  of.  pressed  him 
**ttMA  ID  go  that  the  porter  tould  no  longer  refijsc. 
He  led  him  into  a  spacious  room  where  a  number  of  persons  were  sealed  round 
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A  tnblc,  which  was  covered  with  all  kinds  of  dclicaie  viands.  In  ihe  princi| 
seat  was  a  grave  and  venerable  peisonLigc.  whose  long  white  beard  hung  uuwn 
his  breast;  and  behind  him  were  standing  a  crowd  of  officers  and  servants 

wait  on  hUn.    This  person  was  Sindl 
The  porter,  quite  confused  by  the  numl 
of  the  company  and  the  inaffnificcncc 
the   cntertaininenl,   niade  his  obcis 
wnth  fear  and  trembling.    Sindb;*d  dcsir 
him  to  approach,  and  seating  h>in  ai 
n>;ht    hand,   helped  him  himself  to 
choicest  dishes,  and  j^ave  him  some 
cellcni    wine,  with   Mhich  the   sidcl 
wa$  pletuifully  supplied,  to  drink. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  rcp^ist,  Sindb.ii 
perceiving  that  his  gueals  lud  done  ca 
me,  befian  to  <ipe.ik,  .md  addre^ttin^  hit 
self  to  Hindbad  by  the  title  of  brother,  i 
is  the  custom  among  (he  Arabians  w} 
they  converse  familiarly,  he  inquired 
name  and  profession.  "  Sir,"  replied 
"  my  name  is  HindbacL"  "  1  am  happy  i 
sec  you,"  said  Sindbad.  "and  can  ansi 
for  the  pleasure  the  rest  of  the  com| 
also  feci  at  your  presence ;  but  I  wJih 
know  from  your  own  lips  what  it  was  }t 
said  just  now  in  the  street ;"  for  Sindt 
before  he  vrent  to  dinner,  had  heard  (hi 
whole  of  llie  discourse  from  the  window, 
which  was  llie  reason  of  his  sending  fa 
him.  At  thii  request  Hindlwd,  full 
confusion,  hung  down  his  head,  and 
plied,  *'  Sir,  I  must  confess  to  you  th.it 
fatigue  had  put  me  so  out  of  humour 
I  uttered  sonic  indiscreet  words,  wbich.1 
entreat  you  to  pardon  mc^"  "  Oh," 
sumed  .Sindbad,  *' do  not  tma^nc  Oiai^ 
am  so  unjust  as  to  have  any  rcsentr 
on  that  account.  I  feel  for  your  sitiiauc 
and,  inste-id  of  rcpraiching,  1  pity  yt  _ 
tieartily.  But  I  must  undeceive  >'ou  on  one  point  rcspccimg  myself,  wncrc  you 
teem  to  be  in  an  error.  Vou  suppose,  no  doubt,  that  the  riches  and  comforts  I 
enjoy  have  been  obuincd  without  any  labour  or  trouble.  Vou  are  misi-iken  : 
arrive  at  Uiis  state  I  have  endured  for  many  years  the  grvalcat  mental  a»  wi 
as  bodily  sufferings  that  you  can  possibly  conceive.    Yes.  gcnil'-r  lim 

he,  addressing  himself  to  the  whole  company,  "  I  assure  jou  v  -"rii 

Live  been  of  a  nature  so  extraordinary,  as  would  deprive  the  ii.i>-.ii.  ■>'   miser 
his  love  of  riches.     Perhaps  you  have  heard  only  a  ronfuscd  account  of 
ftdveniures  in  tlic  seven  voyage-s  I  have  made  an  different  seas ;   and,  as 
opportunity  now  offers,  I  will,  with  your  leave,  relate  the  dangers  I  have  cncc 
itcrcd,  which  1  think  will  not  lie  uninteresting  to  you." 

As  Sindbad  was  goin^  to  relate  his  history  chietly  on  the  porter's  accotint, 
vc  orders  before  be  began  it  to  have  hi>  burden,  which  bad  been  left,  in 
'street,  brought  in  and  placed  when:  Hindbad  should  wish.    Thb  dOD^  be  9»{ 
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#THE  PIKST  VOYAGE  OK   SINDBAD  THE  SAILOK. 
DISSIPATED  ihe  greatest  pan  of  my  paicmat  inhcrilance  in  the 
excesses  of  my  youth :  but  at  length,  seeing  my  folly,  I  became 
convmced  that  richer  were  not  of  much  use  when  applied  lo  such 
purixises  ns  1  liad  employed  tliem  in :  and  1  morcuvcr  reflected 
that  the  lime  1  spent  m  dissipation  was  uf  still  greater  value  than 
eold,  and  that  notoing  rould  be  more  truly  deplorable  than  po^-erty 
in  old  age    I  recollected  the  words  of  the  wi^e  Solomon,  which  my 
fa&Bhad  often  rcfvcatcd   to  me,  that  it  is  better  to  be  m  tbe  erave  than  poor. 
fcdui^tbe  tnilh  of  all  tlicse  relccUons.  I  resolved  to  collect  the  small  remains 
of  VT  P't^'^^'^y  ^^^  "^  ^"  ^^  goods  by  auction.     I  ilicn  formed  connections 
■uk  tome  merchants  who  haa   negoiiatinns  by  sea,  and  consulted  those  who 
ffsmd  best  able  to  ^ve  me  advice.    In  short.  I  determined  to  employ  to  some 
fnfit  the  small  sum  I  had  remaining,  and  no  sooner  was  this  rcsohition  formed 
^^  I  fwt  it  into  execution.      1   repaired   to   Balsora,  where  I  embarked  with 
K*tnl  merchanis  in  a  vessel  which  had  been  equipped  at  our  united  expense. 

WeMt  Mil  and  steered  tow.-u-ds  the  East  Indies  by  tbe  I'ersian  Gulf,  which 

"fenaedby  the  coast  of  Arabia  Felix  on  the  right, and  by  that  of  Persia  on  the 

■Atlad  is  commonly  supposed  to  be  seventy  Icaj^es  in  breadth  in  the  widest 

"■**    '■-    --rt  this  gulf  the  Western  Sea,  or  Indian  Ocean,  is  very  bjKicious,  and 

t>y  the  coast  of  Abyssinia,   extending   in  length  four  thousand  five 

■  ....  ...  .1...  i^Iiind  of  V'akvak.     I  wits  at  lirst  rather  incommoded  with 

■fss,  but  I  soon  recovered  my  health,and  from  that  period 

it  10  ihat  malady.    In  the  course  of  our  voyage  we  touched 

'^old  or  exchanged  our  merchandise.     One  day,  when  in 

[>cctedly  becalmed   before  a  small  island  appearing  just 

tier,  and  which,  ^m  its  verdure,    resembled  a  beautiful  meacurn^ 

jrdered  the  ^nils  to  be  lowered,  and  gave    permission  to  those  who 

io  ashore,  of  which  number  1  formed  one     But  during  the  time  that 

'llftt  Ounclves  with  eating  and  drinking,  by  way  of  relaxation  from 

•  e  nad  endured  at  sea,  the  island  suddenly  trembled,  and  we  £eli  a 

'^1  «lw  were  in  the  ship  perceived  the  earthquake  in  the  island,  and  imme* 
***|iTaUled  to  ub  to  rc-emhark  as  soon  as  possible,  or  we  should  all  perish,  for 
^^  *t  Mippujcd  to  be  an  island  was  no  more  than  the  Uick  of  a  whale.  Tbe 
^  aoire  of  the  party  jumped  into  the  boat,  whilst  others  threw  themselves 


into  t^e  water  lo  swim  to  the  ship :  as  for  me,  I  was  still  on  the  island, 
prop.  \y  speaking,  on  the  wliaic,  when  it  plunged  into  the  sea,  and  I  had  only 
time  i->  uziic  hold  of  a  piece  o(  wood  wliich  had  been  brought  to  make  a  tire  wiUi. 
Meantime  Uie  captaint  willing  lo  avail  himself  of  a  fair  btee^e  wliid)  had  spruni; 
up,  set  sail  with  those  who  had  leachcd  his  vessel,  and  left  me  to  the  mercy  Ml 
the  waves.  I  icmatned  in  this  situation  the  whule  of  that  day  and  the  fnlloMin); 
night ;  and  on  the  return  of  morning  1  had  neither  strength  nor  hope  left,  when 
.1  breaker  happily  daihed  mc  on  an  island.  The  shore  was  high  and  steep,  and 
I  should  have  found  ^^cat  difficulty  in  landing;,  had  not  some  roat:>  of  trees  which 
fortune  seemed  to  have  furnished  for  my  prcser\*alion,  assisted  mc  1  threw  my- 
self on  the  ground,  where  1  continued,  mure  than  half  dead,  tdl  tlic  sun  rose- 

Although  1  Has  cxlrirmcly  enfeebled  by  t)ie  fati^es  I  had  undergone,  I  tncd 
to  creep  abotit  itv  X'Arch  of  some  herb  or  fruit  that  tnighi  satislV  my  hunjjer.  1 
found  some,  and  had  also  the  giKid  luck  to  meet  with  a  stream  of  excellent  wjter. 
which  contributed  nnl  a  little  to  my  recovery.  Having  in  a  ereat  measure  re- 
gained my  strength,  1  began  to  explore  the  island,  and  cnterca  a  beautiful  pUm, 
where  I  perceived  at  some  distance  a  horse  that  was  grazing.  1  bent  my  stepi 
that  way,  trembling  between  fear  and  joy,  for  1  could  not  ascertain  whether  1 
wu  ad\*ancing  to  safety  or  perditioiL  1  remarked,  as  1  approached,  that  it  was 
a  mare  tied  to  a  stake:  her  beauty  attracted  my  attention:  but  whitest  I  was  ad- 
miring her,  1  heard  a  voice  underground  of  a  man,  who  shortly  after  appciircd. 
and  coming  to  me,  a>ked  me  who  I  was.  I  related  my  adventure  to  him;  after 
which  he  took  me  by  the  hand  and  led  me  into  a  cave,  where  there  were  some 
other  persons,  who  were  not  less  astonislied  to  see  me  than  I  was  to  6rui 
there. 

I  ale  some  food  which  they  offered  me;  and  having  asked  them  what  tt 
in  a  place  which  appeared  so  barren,  they  replied  that  they  were  grooms  tn 

Mihrage,  who  was  the  sovereign  of  that  isle,  and  that  thc>-  came  evcr^-  year       

that  lime  witli  some  mares  belonging  lo  the  king,  for  the  purpose  of  having  3^ 
breed  between  them  and  a  sea-horse  which  came  on  shore  at  tliat  spot.     They 
tie«l  the  mares  in  that  nunner,  because  they  were  obliged  almost  immediatEly, 
by  their  cries,  to  drive  back  the  sea-horse,  otherwise  he  began  lo  tear  ihcm  in 
pieces.    As  soon  as  the  mares  were  with  foal  they  carried  them  hack,  ani 
colts  were  called  ftea<'olts.  and  set  apart  for  the  kmg's  use.    To-morr-  > 
added,  was  the  day  fixed  for  their  departure,  and  tf  1  had  been  one  da>  i.-itcT] 
must  certainly  ha%'e  perished,  because  they  lived  so  far  off  that  it  was  impos 
to  reach  their  habitations  without  a  guide. 

Whilst  they  were  t.tlking  to  me,  tlic  horse  rose  out  of  the  sea  as  they  had 
scribed,  arut  immediately  atLicked  the  mares.     He  would  then  have  torn  tb 
to  pieces,  but  the  grooms  began  to  nuke  such  a  noise  that  he  let  go  bis  prey,  and 
af^n  plunged  into  the  ocean. 

The  following  day  they  rvtumcd  to  the  captul  of  the  island  with  the  nuM 
whither  1  accompanied  them.  On  our  arrival.  King  Mihmgfi.  to  whom  I  i9 
presented,  asked  mc  who  1  was,  and  by  what  chance  I  had  reached  his  domin- 
ions ;  and  when  I  had  satisfied  his  curiosity,  he  expressed  pity  at  my  misfortune. 
At  the  same  time,  he  gave  orders  that  1  should  be  taken  carc'of  and  have  cvtty- 
thing  1  might  want.  These  orders  were  executed  in  a  manner  that  pn»«cd  the 
kii^s  generosity,  as  well  .ns  the  exactness  of  his  officers. 

As  1  was  a  merchant,  I  .associated  with  persons  of  my  own  profession.  I  levght,. 
in  particular,  5uch  a*  were  foreigners,  as  much  to  hear  some  intelligence  of  Bat- 
dad,  as  with  the  hope  of  meeting  with  some  one  whom  I  could  rcrvitn  with  :  for 
the  capital  of  King  Mihra^i  is  situated  on  the  sea^coast,  and  has  a  U 
where  vessels  from  all  pans  of  the  world  daily  arrive.  I  also  soug! 
of  ihc  Indian  sages,  and  found  great  pleasure  in  their  conversation  ;  tins,  how- 
ever, did  not  prevent  me  from  attending  at  court  very  icgularlf,  nor  finm  «»- 
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iigrMK  with  the  governors  of  provinces,  and  sonic  lets  puwerful  kings,  tribuurics 
flf  Mwiragf  u-t'o  i^'*'!*  nbout  his  persun.  They  asked  inc  a  thousand  quc^tum^ 
■boat  ny  '  id  I.  on  my  p-irl,  wis  nut  less  ini|uisitive  about  ihe  lau> 

aaA  CUMou>  litTifrciu  sutes,  or  whaiever  appeared  to  incnt  my  curio&ity. 

tn  the  <!'  ':    Kin^  Mibni);i  there  is  an  isUnd  called  Castel.     I   lu'd 

bem  hild  '  isKind  there  was  heard  cvcrj-  ni^ht  ihe  sound  of  cyint>ali>. 

which  hatl  tt>  the  uilors'  opiniun,  tlut  Ue^iai  (the  Mahometan  Ann- 

chn«i}  hati  :  ^t  spot  for  bis  residence.     I  felt  a  K^xat  desire  to  witneu 

vQOdcrs,  and  during  my  voyage  I  saw  some  Ash  of  one  and  two  hundred 

•fait!  in  length,  which  occa^inn  much  fear,  but  do  nu  harm  ;  they  are  so  tiniid 
'fhu  diey  ve  fri);himcd  away  bv  boitin);  on  a  board.  1  remarked  also  some  otitet 
&kh  that  were  not  above  a  cubit  lung,  and  whose  Iwads  resembled  that  of  an  owl. 

After  1  returned.  a»  I  was  standing  one  day  near  llie  port,  I  saw  a  ship  come 
tcnnnb  the  land  ;  when  they  had  cast  anchor,  ihcy  began  to  unload  its  goods, 
aad  lltt  nrr  '  '^  -  ■ . ,  whom  they  belonged,  look  ihem  away  to  their  warebousci. 
HMmIii;:  eyes  on  iorae  of  the  packages,  I  saw  my  name  wnnen. 

aM^MTinv  >  ex^uninrd  them.  I  concluded  thcni  to  be  those  which  I 

hadcaUkai>.  tiip  in  which  I  left  tialsora.    1  also  recollected  the  cipimn  : 

bitC  as  I  wj^  , led  that  lie  thought  me  dead,  1  went  up  to  him,  and  a^krd 

him  to  whom  tbooa  jMrc«U  belonged.  "  I  had  on  board  with  nic,"  replied  he, 
"■  nmchant of  Bafotd.  named  Sindbad.  One  day,  when  wc  were  near  an  island, 
at  kaat  wch  ii  aiipcarcd  to  be,  he,  with  some  other  pancngan,  went  ashure  on 
Ait  BHpposcd  i^T.mrl.  whi.rh  w.ts  no  other  than  an  enonnous  whale,  iltat  had 
61ksi  aweri  ikf  the  water.     The  fish  no  sooner  felt  the  heat  of  the 

fin  tbey  h-i'.  Uick,  to  cook  their  provisions,  than  it  be>,Mn  to  movr 

aad  fciiincc  abuut  m  the  ^a.  The  greatest  part  of  the  (lersons  who  were  on  a 
wcfi  drcMraed,  and  the  tmfortua-ite  Sindhad  was  one  oi'  ilie  nutnlxr.  Tliesr 
pcroels  belonged  to  him,  .-ind  I  have  resolved  to  sell  them,  thai,  if  I  meet  with 
wif  of  hb  bmilv,  I  nuy  l>e  able  to  return  them  the  proftt  I  shall  have  m.tde  of 
IIk  BriadpaL*  *'  ~  ^lid  I  then, "  I  am  that  Sindbad,  whom  you  supposed 

daM,  tnt  who  i-.  ind  thr^e  p-irc els  .ire  mv  projicrty  and  merthandisc,- 

Wben  die  capiani  -ii  liic  vrssd  heard  me  speafc  thus,  he  CKclaimedf  **  Great 
Godt  whom  sliall  I  trust?  There  is  no  longer  truth  in  man.  I  ui:h  my  own 
•fw  ••«  Sindbad  periah  ;  the  pssiengcrs  1  Ivid  on  board  were  also  h  uncaaea  ot 
k:  and  you  have  ihe  asauranca  to  say  that  you  arc  the  umo  Sindbad?  what 
aadadtf  I  At  tirst  sight  you  appeared  a  man  of  probity  nnd  honour,  yet  roti 
aMVT  ao  hnpkius  ^siiy  to  poHCsa  yourself  of  some  merchandise  whirh  dnci> 
OOC  bciaag  to  tou."  "  Have  patience."  replied  I.  "and  have  the  goodness  lu 
HaiBA  tn  what  1  have  to  say."  "Well,"  said  he,  ''what  can  voo  nve  to  say? 
iipMlcai»d  1  wdl  attend."  1  then  reUted  m  wtut  monoef  I  bad  bean  caved,  and 
}if  witti  accident  I  bad  met  with  King  Mihragi's  grooms,  who  had  brou^l  Bt 
lo  Wa  COWL 

He  was  rather  acaggered  at  my  discourse,  but  was  soon  convinced  (h^ii  I  was 

not  an  impostor  ;  for  aome  people  arriving  from  his  ship  knew  me.  and  iMrpin  to 

caacnuulaxc  me  nn  my  ft>niinate  evape.    Ai  last  he  re<:ullected  tn«  him>clf,and 

•aBteadfig  me,  "  HravTn  he  praised,"  said  he,  "iluit  you  have  thus  happily 

~  iO  girat  a  danger  ;   I  cannot  express  the  pleaiure  I  feel  on  the  occasion. 

Itra  are  your  goods,  take  them,  for  they  are  yours,  and  dn  with  them  as  you  like." 

ftanton  him,  and  praised  his  honourahle  conduct,  and  bv  «-ay  of  recofflpcsiB 
%tBnd  lun  to  accept  pan  of  the  merchandise,  but  th.it  he  refuted. 

S  MKted  the  moat  precious  and  vahnble  things  in  my  boles,  ai  pfaaenf  for 
Mibntafi'.    As  thi«  prince  hod  been  tnfomed  of  mv  mlrftirtimaa.  ba  adoed 

:  arfaoe  t  had  obuined  such  nrv  cttriositiea.  I  relatea  Co  him  tha  Bamar  fai 
I  had  racos'cred  my  propeny.and  he  had  the  complaiaancc  to  oxpnaa  bfa 

'  an  A*  occaih>D  I  he  accepted  my  presents,  and  gave  me  othen  of  fiv  gicaier 
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value.  After  that,  I  took  my  leave  of  him,  and  re~cnibarked  in  the  same  vetse), 
having  first  exchanged  what  merchandise  remained  with  that  of  the  country, 
which  consisted  of  aJoes  aiid  sandal-wood,  cainphor,nutinegs, cloves, pepper,aiid 
ginger.  We  touched  at  several  islands,  and  at  last  landed  at  Bolsora,  from 
whence  I  came  here,  having  rcaliicd  about  a  hundred  thousand  se^iuins.  1  re- 
turned tu  my  family,  and  was  received  by  tbem  uith  the  joj-  which  a  true  and 
sincere  friendship  inspire*.  I  purchased  slaves  of  each  sex.  and  bought  a  may- 
niticent  hnu^e  and  grounds.  1  thus  established  ms'sclf,  determined  lo  forget  the 
disagreeable  things  1  had  endured,  and  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  life. 

Sindbad  here  ceased,  and  ordered  the  musicians  to  go  on  with  their  concen, 
which  he  had  interrupted  by  the  recital  of  his  histor>-.  TTie  company  continued 
to  eat  and  drink  till  nighl  approached,  and  when  it  was  tmte  lo  retire,  Smdbad 
ordered  a  purse,  containing  a  hundred  sequins,  to  be  brought  him,  and  giving  it 
to  the  porter,  "  Take  this,  Hindbad,"  said  he,  "  return  to  your  home,  and  come 
again  to-morrow,  to  hear  the  continuation  of  my  adventures."  The  miner  retired 
quite  contused  with  the  honour  conferred  on  him,  and  the  present  he  nad  received. 
The  account  he  gave  of  this  occurrence  to  his  wife  and  children  rejoiced  ihcra 
xery  much,  and  they  did  not  fait  to  return  thanks  to  Providence  for  the  bounties 
bestowed  by  the  means  of  Sindbad. 

Hindbad  dressed  himself  in  his  best  clothes  on  the  following  day,  and  returned 
to  the  house  of  his  liberal  patron,  who  received  him  with  smiling  looks  and  a 
friendly  air.  As  boon  as  the  guests  were  all  arrived,  the  uble  was  served,  and 
they  sat  down  toeat.  When  the  repast  was  fmished,  Sindbad  Urns  addressed 
guests.  "  Gentlemen,  I  reqitest  you  to  have  the  complaisance  to  listen  to 
while  I  relate  the  adventures  of  my  second  voyage.  They  are  more  worthy  M 
your  attention  than  were  those  of  my  first."  The  company  was  silent,  and  Sindud 

began  a3  follows. 
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lUMBfl  HAD  resolved,  after  my  first  vo>-age,  to  pass  the  rest  of  my  days  in 
iit^Il^I  tranquillity  at  Bagdad,  as  I  had  the  honour  to  tell  you  yesterday. 
i|fllR|i  But  i  soon  grew  weary  of  an  idle  life  ;  the  desire  of  seeing  foreign 
'BjMjB'  countries,  and  carrying  on  some  negotiations  by  sea,  returned  :  I 
l^^flj]  bought  some  mcrcliandisc,  which  I  tliought  likely  to  answer  in  the 
traffic  I  meditated ;  and  I  set  ofl'a  second  time  with  some  merchants, 
upon  whose  probity  I  could  rely.  We  embarked  in  a  good  vessel,  and  hanqg 
recommended  ourselves  to  the  care  ot  the  Almighty,  we  began  our  voyugb 

We  went  from  island  to  island,  and  made  some  very  adv.int-tgeous  excnai)n& 
One  day  we  landed  on  one,  which  was  covered  with  a  variety  of  friiit-trmjoui 
so  wild,  that  we  could  not  discover  any  haliitation  or  the  trace  of  a  human  being. 
We  walked  in  the  meadows,  and  along  the  brooks  that  watered  them,  and  whilst 
90me  of  my  companions  were  amusing  themselves  with  gathermg  fruits  and 
6owers,  I  took  out  some  of  the  wine  and  provisions  1  had  brought  wiiJi  me,  and 
seated  m>'self  by  a  little  stream  under  some  trees,  which  afTordcd  a  deUghtlul 
shade.  1  made  a  goM)  me.il  of  what  I  had  witli  me,  and  having  ftaiis6ed  my 
hunger,  sleep  gr3duall)r  stole  over  my  senses.  I  cannot  «ay  how  long  I  slept, 
but  when  1  awoke,  the  ship  was  no  longer  in  view.  I  was  much  surprised  at 
this  circumstance,  and  got  up  to  look  out  for  my  companions,  but  they  were  all 
gone  ;  and  !  could  only  perceive  the  vessel  in  full  sail,  at  such  a  distance  that  1 
soon  lost  sight  of  it 

You  may  easily  imagine  the  reflections  that  occurred  tomeinttus  dismal  state; 
1  thought  1  should  have  died  with  grief:  I  groaned  and  cried  aloud  ;  I  beat  my 
head,  and  threw  myself  on  the  ground,  where  I  remained  a  long  time,  overwhelmed 
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I «  Mrieiy  or  Uiocghts,  each  more  distressing  than  ihe  other :  \  rep/oached 
■f  a  thousand  tiint-^  (ur  my  folly  in  not  hcing  contented  with  my  first  voyage, 
otit'Iii  10  have  saiislied  my  desire  of  seeking  .id  ventures  ;  butall  my  n^rew 
w^  ..111,  and  my  repentance  came  100  hue.    At  length  I  resigned  myself 

^D   '■  I  Heaven  ;  and  not  knowing  what  would  became  of  mc,  I  ascended 

I^Biicn  tire,  from  whence  I  looked  on  aJI  sides,  10  see  if  1  could  not  discover  ^xmvt 
H^cci  to  inspire  mc  nitli  hope.  Casiint;  my  eyes  towards  the  sea,  I  could  dis- 
'  oCru  only  tlie  water  and  sky  ;  but  perceiving  011  the  Lind  side  something  white, 
I  <!lcKended  from  the  itce,  and  taking  with  me  Uic  remainder  of  my  provisions, 
1  walktd  towards  the  object,  which  was  so  distant  that  at  first  I  could  not  distin- 
'  'ivtttt  U  was.  As  I  approached,  I  perceived  it  to  be  a  white  ball  of  a  prodigious 
Iwhen  I  got  near  enough  to  touch  il,  I  found  it  was  sofL  I  walked  round 
'  whether  there  was  an  opening,  but  could  find  none,  and  it  appeared  so 
It  was  impossible  to  get  up  iL    The  circumference  might  be  ^mut  fift)- 


was  near  setting  ;  the  air  grew  suddenly  dark,  as  if  obscured  by  a 
,    I  was  surprised  at  this  change,  but  much  more  so  when  I  perceived 

roccasioned  by  a  bird  of  a  most  extraordinary'  size,  which  was  tlying  to- 
I  me.  I  recollrcted  ha\ing  heard  sailors  speak  of  a  bird  called  a  roc  ;  and 
loonoeiTed  that  the  great  white  ball  which  had  drawn  my  attention  must  be  the 
*tt  rf  ititk  bird.  I  was  not  mistaken,  for  shortly  after  it  alighted  on  it,  and 
plvcd  itseir  as  if  to  sit  upon  it  When  I  saw  it  coming  I  drew  near  lo  the  egg,so 
ifal  1  had  one  of  the  claws  of  the  bird  just  before  me  :  this  claw  was  as  big  as 
Actnuik  of  a  large  tree.  I  tied  myself  to  it  with  the  linen  of  my  turban,  in  hopes 
tMlfae  roc.  when  it  took  its  flight  the  next  morning,  would  carry  me  with  it  out 
*f  itat  desert  island.  My  project  lucceeded,  for  at  the  break  of  day  the  roc  flew 
■*X]r,  md  carried  me  to  such  a  height  that  I  could  not  distinguish  the  earth  \ 
4tt  It  descended  with  such  rapidity,  lliat  I  almost  lost  my  senses.  When  the 
rachid  alighte<l,  I  t^uickly  untied  the  knot  lliat  confined  me  to  its  foot,  and  had 
Kircriy  l<M>sed  myself,  when  it  darted  on  a  serpent  of  an  immeasurable  length, 
■B<twidng  it  in  its  beak,  tiew  away. 

"Hte  place  in  which  the  roc  left  me  was  a  very  deep  valley,  surrounded  on  all 
>^  with  mountains  of  such  a  height  that  the  tops  of  them  were  lost  in  the 
diwdl^Bnd  so  sleep  that  there  was  no  possibdity  of  climbing  them.  TUts  was 
f  fctii  embarrassjnent ;  fcr  1  had  no  reason  lo  be  satisfied  willi  my  change  of 
>Q>tkln,  wlien  I  compared  it  with  the  island  I  had  IcfU 

lanlking  along  this  valley,  J  rcm;irkcd  that  it  was  strewed  with  diamonds, 
*>H  a(  which  were  of  an  astonishing  biie.  I  amused  myself  for  some  time  in 
^—tt'wing  (hem,  but  soon  perceived  from  afar  some  objects  which  destroyed  roy 
I^Kte,  and  created  in  me  great  fear ;  ihese  were  a  great  number  of  serpents, 
*|1bb[  and  large  that  the  smallest  of  them  would  have  swallowed  an  elephant 
*iAme.  They  hid  themselves  in  caves  during  the  day  on  accotmt  of  the  roc, 
1^  mortal  enemy,  and  only  came  out  wheiv  it  was  dark.  I  passed  the  day  in 
*iilirg  about  the  valley,  resting  my  self  occasionally  where  an  opportunity  offered, 
**!  *ben  the  sun  set  I  retired  into  a  small  cave,  where  I  thought  I  should  \x  in 
"fcty.  I  closed  the  entrance,  which  was  low  and  narrow,  with  a  stone  large 
•^Wjh  ro  insure  me  from  the  serpents,  but  which  yet  admitted  a  little  light  I 
^pcd on  pnrt  of  niy  provisions,  but  the  hissing  of  the  serpents,  which  now  began 
^■deihcir  appearance,  caused  mc  such  terror  that  I  could  not  sleep  the  whole 
^ftiL  Al  daytTreak  the  serpents  retired ;  I  left  my  cave  irrmbling,  and  may 
^^  uv  that  I  walked  a  long  time  upon  diamonds,  without  feeling  any  desire  to 
*^th  tbcm.  At  last  I  sat  down,  and  notwithstanding  my  agilation,  for  I  had 
^  doMd  mr  ej-es  during  the  whole  night,  1   fell  asleep,  after  having  made 

neiJ  on  my  provt^mns.     I  had  scarcely  begun  to  doze,  when  something 
m^  with  a  great  noise,  awoke  me  :  it  was  a  large  piece  of  fresh 
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meat ;  and  at  the  same  moment  I  saw  a  number  of  them  roUhts  down  the  rocks 
fixMn  above. 

I  bad  always  supposed  the  account  which  I  had  beard  related,  by  seamen  and 
others,  of  the  Valley  of  Diamonds,  and  of  the  means  by  which  merchants  pro- 
mred  them,  to  be  hctinous  :  I  now  knew  it  to  be  true.  The  method  is  this:  the 
merchants  go  to  the  mountains  which  surround  the  valley,  about  the  tim.e  that 
the  eagles  hatch  their  >'Oung.  They  cut  large  pieces  of  meal,  and  throw  them 
into  rhc  valley,  and  the  diamonds  on  which  tney  fall  stick  to  thein.  The  cajjlcs, 
which  are  larger  and  stronger  in  that  counto'  ihaninanyothcr,*ci«  ihese  pieces 
of  meat,  to  carry  to  their  young  at  ihe  tnp  of  the  nicks.  The  merchants  ihrn  run 
to  their  nesls,  and  by  various  noises  oblige  the  eagles  to  retrc;it,  and  ilien  take 
the  diamonds  that  have  stuck  to  the  pieces  of  meat.  This  is  the  method  they 
eraplov  to  procure  the  diamonds  out  of  the  valley,  which  is  maccessible  on  evenr 
sidr.  t  had  supposed  it  impossible  ever  to  leave  this  volley,  and  began  to  look 
on  it  as  my  lomb ;  but  on  i^cing  this  1  changed  my  opinion,  and  turned  my 
thoughts  to  the  preservation  of  my  life.  1  began  by  cullccting  the  largest  dia- 
monds I  could  rind,  and  with  them  tilled  my  leather  bag  in  which  I  had  carried 
my  pnnisions.  I  then  look  one  of  the  largest  pieces  of  meat,  and  tied  it  light 
rotmd  me  with  the  linen  of  ray  turban  ;  in  this  state  I  laid  myself  on  the  ground, 
having  first  fastened  on  niy  leather  bag  in  a  secure  manner. 

1  had  not  been  long  in  this  situation  before  the  eagles  began  to  descend,  and 
each  seized  a  piece  of  meat,  with  which  it  Hew  away.  One  of  the  strongest  having 
darted  on  the  piece  to  which  I  was  attached,  carried  me  up  with  it  to  its  ncM. 
The  merchants  then  began  their  cries  to  frighten  away  the  eagles,  and  when  ibey 
had  obliged  them  to  quit  their  prey,  one  of  them  approached  me,  but  was  much 
surprised  and  alarmwl  on  scemg  me.  He  soon,  however,  recovered  from  his 
fear,  and  instead  of  inquiring  by  what  tneans  I  come  there,  began  to  quarrel  with 
me  for  trespassing  on  what  he  called  his  property.  "You  will  speak  to  me  with 
pity  instead  of  anger,"  said  I,  "  u-hen  you  learn  by  what  means  1  reached  this 
place.  Console  yourself,  for  I  have  tliamonds  for  you  .as  M-ell  as  for  myself,  which 
arc  more  valuable  than  those  of  all  the  other  merchants  added  loecthcr ;  I  have 
m>-5elf  chosen  some  of  the  finest  at  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  and  have  ihem  in 
tilts  bag."  On  saying  this,  I  showed  it  to  him.  I  liad  scarcely  finished  spcaJdng, 
when  the  other  merchants  perceiving  me,  flocked  round  me  with  K"^t  astonish- 
ment, which  1  increased  not  a  litUc  by  the  recital  of  my  history',  Tlicy  were  less 
surprised  at  the  straiagem  1  had  conceived  to  save  myself,  than  at  my  courage 
hi  aliempling  to  put  it  in  execution. 

They  conducted  me  to  the  place  where  they  lived  together ;  and  on  se«ing  XKf 
diamonds  ihe>-  all  expressed  their  admiration,  and  decl^ied  thej  had  never  t«ca 
any  to  equal  ihern  in  size  or  quality.  I  entreated  the  merchant  to  whom  the  nest 
into  which  I  had  been  transported  belonged — for  each  merchant  has  his  own— I 

I  entreated  him,  1  say,  to  choose  for  himself  .as  many  as  he  pleased.  He  contented 
himself  with  taking  only  one.  and  that  too  of  the  smallest  sue  ;  and  as  I  pressed 
him  to  take  more,  wiihwit  fear  of  depriving  me,  "  No,"  replied  he, "  I  am  vcfji 

I  well  satisfied  with  this,  which  is  sufficiendv  valuable  to  spare  mc  the  irovble  « 
making  any  more  voyages  to  complete  my  little  finionc." 

I  passed  the  night  with  these  merchants,  to  whom  I  recounted  my  history  a 
second  time,  for  the  satisfaction  of  those  who  had  not  heard  it  before.  1  could 
scarcely  moderate  my  joy.  when  I  reflected  on  the  perils  I  had  gone  tbrou^:  it 
appeared  as  if  my  present  state  was  but  a  dream,  and  1  could  not  believe  UMI  I 
had  nothing  more  to  Tear. 

The  merchants  had  been  for  some  days  in  that  spot,  and  as  the>'  now  appeared 
to  be  contented  with  the  diamonds  they  had  coliccled.we  set  off  the  follo»-ing 
day  all  together,  and  travelled  over  high  mountains,  nhich  were  infested  by  pro- 
digious serpents  ;  but  we  had  the  good  fortune  to  esGipe  ifaem.  We  reached  tbe 
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port  in  safety,  and  from  thence  embarked  for  the  i»le  of  Roha,  which 
ihe  tree  whence  oimohw  \s  c\irac(cd— *i  irce  «» latye  and  ihick  thai  a 
n»cn  mav  Ur  sh-uicd  l»y  it  with  ease.  The  juice  of  which  the  camphor 
i*  fcfH»d,  nin«  iwjt  at  a  wound  made  at  ihe  top  of  the  tree,  and  is  received  in  a 
vend,  mbcre  it  remains  till  it  acquires  a  proper  consistence,  and  Ix-cumcs  wttat 
i*  catted  camphor.     1  he  juice  beitij;  thus  extracted,  the  (rcc  withers  and  dies. 

The  rhiaocerus  Is  a  native  nf  thi*  island  ;  it  i»  a  smaller  ;»ninwl  than  ihe  ele- 
phant, yd  larger  t)un  (he  hutt';ilu.  It  has  a  horn  on  the  nose,  about  a  ciihil  in 
NOCtb  ;  thif  hnm  is  tnlid,  and  cut  ihrouf^h  ihc  middle  from  one  extremity  Ui  tlte 
odMr,  and  on  it  arc  (cxxral  white  hnct,  n  Inch  represent  the  tif^ure  of  a  man.  llie 
ihjnoceroa  fights  with  the  clephanL,  and  piercini;  him  in  hti  bcUy  with  his  horn, 
.  him  oilf  un  hii  head  :  but  ai  the  fat  and  otuod  of  the  elephant  run  down 
~  and  blind  him.  he  falU  on  Ihe  ground,  and.  what  will  abtonivh  ytMi, 
[come*  and  Mriies  them  both  in  hi«  claws,  ard  flics  away  with  them  to 
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ovtr  Mvera]  other  peculiarities  of  this  island.  le^  I  sImmiM  tire  yotL 
aorac  of  mv  diamonds  for  valu.if!'  r-.—  '  -: '  e  :  from  ilienre  w« 
ulandfltAntlat  lau,  after  having  i  'I  (Hirts  wc  reaihed 

,    «lii.-U    .,1  ,,  ,-    t    r..M,,,,,,l    .r.  H.-^;.....;.        ;  ...  ilc-  -    '    .'■■!   »■  ••  tO 

the  poor,  and  I  '  ^id 

'  inch  1  hadacqui. -_:-.- --  -tir 


'irnpletcd  the  rcLiiion  of  his  Mcond  voyii)*e.   He  attain  ordered 
-  In  Lie  given  to  Hindbad,  whom  lie  incited  to  cmue  un  tlie 

' IdU lUV  t^  Itcoi  ihc  hikUirt,  'iT  the  third. 

The  ptif^ii  Tfi'jmed  home,  .-ind  il»c  fonowiR]?  day  repaired  at  the  vtme  hour 

lO  the  t<  'lluil,  where  the  porter,  wluihjd  alnvrtl  fi'-  •  iniierf, 

.  carancc.    They  sXL  du«a  tu  uble,  and  al  '  .i.iit  wai 
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coded,  Sinbad  requested  the  company  to  attend  to  him,  and  he  began  the  d( 
ot  Ilia  llunl  vuy^gc. 


THE  THIRD  VOYAGE  01   SINDBAD  THE  SAILOR. 

HE  comfoiiablc  way  of  life  in  which  I  had  settled  myself  _ 
obliterated  the  rcmcnibrance  of  the  dangers  1  hadcxperien 
in  my  two  \a>-ages  ;  but  as  I  was  in  the  (jriine  of  life,  I  i^ 
Ilred  of  pas&ing  my  days  in  ilothful  repose,  and  banishing 
thoughts  of  ihe  [jcnia  1  might  encounter,  I  set  ofl'  frum  Bagd 
with  some  rich  mcrvhandisc  of  the  country,  which  I  conveyed 
Babora.     There  I  again  embarked  with  other  merchants  ; 
made  a  long  %'oyage,  and  touched  at  several  ports,  and  t^ 
means  made  a  very  advantageous  commerce. 

One  day,  when  we  were  in  the  open  sea,  wc  were  overtaken 
a  violent  tempesl,  xvhich  m.ide  ui  lose  our  reckoning.     It  c 
tinued  for  several  days,  and  drove  us  near  an  ishnd,  which 
captain  would  gladly  have  been  excused  from  touching  at,  but  wc  were  under 
necessity  of  casting  anchor  there.     When  the  sails  were  furled,  tlic  captain  ti 
us  Uiat  this,  as  well  as  some  of  the  neighbouring  isles,  was  inhabited  by 
savages,  who  would  come  to  attack  us  ;  and  that  although  they  were  onlyd' 
we  must  not  attempt  to  make  any  resisiance ;  for  as  tneir  number  was  i 
ccivable,  if  we  should  liap;>ca  to  kJU  one.  they  would  pour  upon  us  like  loc! 
and  destroy  us.    Tliis  account  put  the  whole  of  the  crew  in  a  terrible  ronsi 
tion,  and  wc  were  too  soon  convinced  tliat  the  captam  had  spoken  the  truth. 
saw  coming  towards  us  an  innumerable  multitude  of  hideous  s-ivaj^es.  enti 
covered  with  red  hair,  and  about  two  feet  high.  They  threw  theni'^ives  into 
sea,  and  swam  to  the  ship,  which  they  soon  completely  encompassed. 
spoke  lo  us  as  they  approached,  but  we  could  not  understand  their  la 
They  began  to  chmb  the  sides  and  ropes  of  the  vessel  with  so  much  mnfi 
and  agility,  that  their  feet  scamly  seemed  to  touch  them,  and  soon  reached 
deck. 

You  may  imagine  the  situation  wc  were  in.  not  daring  to  defend  oursehres, 
eren  to  speak  to  them,  to  endeavour  to  avert  the  impending  danger.  They 
fiirled  the  sails,  ait  the  cable  from  the  anchor,  and  after  dragging  the  ship 
shore,  obliged  us  to  disembark :  after  this  they  conveyed  iis  to  another  tsl. 
from  whence  they  h.ad  come.  All  voyagers  carefully  avoided  this  island,  for 
dismal  wason  vou  are  going  to  hear  ;  but  our  misfortune  had  led  us  there, 
wc  were  obliged  to  submit 

Wc  left  the  shore,  and  advancing  farther  into  Ihe  Island,  we  found  some  fruits 
and  herbs,  which  we  ate  of,  to  prolong  our  lives  as  much  as  possible,  for  we  all 
expected  to  be  sacrificed.  As  wc  walked,  we  perceived  at  some  distance  a  con- 
sidenible  edifice,  towards  which  we  bent  oiirw.iy.  It  wasalargenrtd  highpaUcc, 
with  a  folding-door  of  ebony,  which  opened  as  wc  pushctl  it.  Wc  entered  the 
courty.ird,  and  facing  us  saw  a  vast  apartment,  with  a  vestibule,  on  one  side 
which  was  a  large  heap  of  human  bones,  and  on  the  opposite  one  a  number 
spif.  for  raasting.  Wc  trembled  at  this  spectacle  ;  and  as  we  were  fatigued  wi 
walking,  our  legs  failed  us,  and  wc  fell  on  the  earth,  where  wre  remained  a  con- 
siderable time,  unable  to  move  frmn  fear. 

The  BUn  was  setting  ;  and  while  we  were  in  the  piteous  sute  I  have  described, 
the  door  of  the  apartment  suddenly  opened  with  a  loud  noise,  and  the  frightful 
figure  of  a  black  man,  as  tall  as  a  large  palm-ircc,  came  forward.  In  the  middle- 
of  his  forehead  one  eye,  red  and  hery  as  a  burning  coal,  stood  alone  :  his 
teeth  were  long  and  sharp,  and  projected  from  his  mouth,  which  was  as  wide 
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«f  abane,  with  the  under  lip  hanging  on  his  breast :  his  ears  resembled 
e  of  an  elephant,  and  cnvcred  his  sbouklers^  and  his  long  and  curved  nails 
f  an  immense  bird.  Al  ihe  sight  of  this  hideous  giant  we 
<ned  A  long  time  like  dend  men. 
M  Uu  **ur  stnsta  returned,  and  we  saw  him  seated  under  the  vestibdle,  ex- 
Miauif>  ua  with  his  piercing  eye.  \Micn  he  had  \-icn'cd  us  well,  he  advanced 
l*^Rb  UB,  and  havme  approached,  he  cxtetidcd  his  hand  to  me,  and  taking  ma 
Jbf  iJw  Deck,  turned  mc  ruund  all  ways,  a&  a  butcher  would  handle  the  bead 
"■tlieea  Ailcr  having  well  considered  mc,  tinding  that  I  was  htdc  more  than 
^»nd  Done,  be  rclca^  me.  He  t«K>k  up  each  of  tlic  ochcrs  in  ihcir  turn. and 
"MnJntd  iV----  -  •'rp  Mme  manner,  and  aj  the  capiain  wjs  the  fallcsl  of  the 
^n^,  be  h'  >ine  hand  as  I  should  a  sparrow,  and  with  the  other  tbnist 

^l(Ktliro)>h'«  ■■'• •>'  :  then  kindling  a  Lirge  tire,  he  roasted  him.  and  ate  hinx 

■Vbii  tapper  in  the  apartment  whitho-  he  retired.     Having  Bnished  his  repast. 
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he  rctumeil  to  the  veatibute,  where  he  tiy  down  to  sleep,  and  snored  louder  thjui 
thunder.     He  did  not  woke  til)  the  next  moming,  but  we  passed  the  night  in 
most  agonuinj;  suspense :  when  daylight  returned,  the  giant  awoke  and  wc 
Abroad,  leAvtng  m  m  the  palace. 

\Vhcn  we  supposed  him  ut  some  distance,  we  be^B  to  ^Ivc  vent  tu  our 
ntioni,  for  the  tear  of  di»ltirbtng  the  ^ant  bad  kept  us  s:lent  during  Oie  nif 
The  palace  rcaoundcd  with  gnuns.     Although  we  amounted  lo  a  consideral 
number,  and  had  but  one  common  enemy,  yet  the  idea  of  deliverin];  ourselves  I 
h.B  death  never  occurred. 

Wedeliberaied  on  various  methods,  but  could  Dot  determine  on  any;  and 

mitlmg  ourselves  to  the  willof  God,  we  passed  the  day  tn  walking  over  the  tsl 

and  eating  such  plants  and  fniit  as  wc  met  with.     Towards  evening  we  MW 

'  for  some  shelter  to  pass  ibe  night,  but  finding  none,  were  obliged  to  rciunT 

the  piLicc 

Tne  giant  did  not  (ail  lo  return  to  sup  again  on  one  of  our  companions^ . 

which  he  fell  asleep  and  snored  till  daybreak,  when  he  arose  and  went  out  as 

[fore    Our  situation  appeared  to  be  so  hapless,  that  some  of  my  comrades  « 

[on  the  point  of  throwmg  thenuelves  into  the  sea  rather  than  be  sacrihccd  in 

(dreadful  a  manner,  and  advised  the  rest  to  fullow  their  example  ;  but  one  ol 

icompany  thus  addressed  ihcm  ;  "  Wc  arc  forbidden,"  said  he,  '"to  kill  our^icb 

lAiid  even  were  that  pcrmiucd,  would  it  not  be  mure  rational  to  endcavuor 

ilroy  the  barbarous  mon>tcf  who  has  destined  us  to  such  a  cntcl  death?" 

.Ai  I  had  already  formed  a  project  of  that  nature,  I  now  communicated  H  I 

my  fellow-sufferers,  who  approved  of  iL     "  My  friends,"  said  I  then,  "you  know] 

that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  wood  on  the  sea-shore  ;  if  you  will  take  my  adricc^ 

wc  can  make  some  rafts,  and  when  ibey  are  finished,  wc  witt  leave  them  in  El 

pr(iper  place,  till  we  can  find  an  opnortunity  to  m  ike  use  of  ihcm.    In  the  tneao- 1 

time  wc  can  put  in  execution  the  design  I  proposed  to  you,  to  deU^-cr  oui-selvea  | 

from  the  giant  :  if  it  succeeds,  we  nuay  wait  here  with  patience  till  some  vcsvl' 

passes  by  me.ins  of  which  wc  nuy  quit  the  iMaX  isle ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  i 

miss  our  aim,  we  shall  have  recourse  to  our  rafts,  and  put  to  sea.   I  own  that 

exposing  ourselves  to  the  fun*  of  the  waves  on  such  fragile  barques  we  run  a  pt 

hiuard  of  losing  our  lives  :  but  if  wc  arc  dc!<tmcd  lo  periah,  is  it  nut  prcfcrat 

to  meet  with  a  water)*  grave  than  tu  be  buried  in  the  entrails  of  that  mat 

who  has  already  devoured  two  of  otir  companions?"     My  advice  was  uppr. 

by  all,  and  wc  immediately  budi  some  rafts,  large  enough  tu  contain  three 

sous  on  each. 

We  returned  lo  the  palace  toH-nrds  evening,  and  thr  -m-'  --r--  :-■'  -.  -*-  ri  tii 
after  us.     Again  one  nf  our  party  was  sacrihccd  to  li  Bi 

we  were  soon  rcvenis'cd  of  hi*  cruelty;  after  he  had  tint  - il. 

as  usual  lay  himself  down  to  sleep :  as  soon  as  we  heard  liim  snurc.  nine  ul  tl 
most  courageous  amongst  us,  and  myself,  took  each  a  spit,  and  heating  the  points' 
red  hoi.  thrust  them  mio  hi»  eye  and  blinded  him. 

The  pain  which  the  giant  suffered  mndc  him  groan  hideously :  he  suddenly 
raised  himself,  and  extended  ht»  arms  on  alt  sides  to  seiie  some  one,  and  virntM<e 
him  to  his  rage;  but  furt«n:Ucly  wc  had  time  to  get  at  some  distance  from  him, 
and  to  throw  ourselves  on  the  gnMiml  in  places  where  he  could  not  set  hi«  feet 
an  us.  After  having  si,>ughi  us  in  vain,  he  at  last  found  the  door  and  went  init, 
bellowing  with  pain. 

We  quitted  the  place  immediately  after  the  giant,  artd  repaired  In  the  *>»rtrr.  •» 
that  nirt  where  our  rafts  lay.     We  <iet  them  nllont.  and  waited  till  tT  i   '  < 
boiird  them,  in  case  wc  sbotilcl  we  the  giant  ;ippn».irh.  «-ilh  some  gn  ■ 
him  to  us;  but  ^ve  Iwpcd  that  if  he  did  not  Til  '     '        i>r>carance  by  tn.t 
tf  his  cncs  and  groann.  which  resounded  :■-■■  nir,  »-eie  dwcor 

might  suppose  htm  dead;  and  in  that  casv  --^  (..•'(•••^t.-d  remaining  in  mv  •*■■»>•( 
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t^»   ^«-,^  safer  convejrance  should  offer.     Bui  the  sun  had  soirccly  risen  above 
a.  when  wc  perceived  uur  cruel  enemy,  accompanied  by  two  ^ants  of 

... :.ijO>«n  bi/e.wlio  conducted  him  and  a  great  number  of  oUicrs,  wlio  walked 

before  him  at  a  con^ider.ib1e  rate. 

Al  this  sight  we  ran  prccipitalely  to  our  rafts,  and  rowed  awayas  fast  as  possible. 

The  i;iaz)Cs  seeing  ttu?;.  uruvided  themselves  witli  large  stones,  hastened  to  the 
sbufe.aiMl  rven  ventured  to  their  middles  into  the  sea,  to  throw  them  at  us,  whtt^h 
ibcydid  so  adroiUy  as  to  sink  all  the  mfts  exceptmg  that  I  was  upon:  «o  that 
nyicl[«nd  two  companions  were  the  only  fortunate  ones,  the  others  bemg  all 
4rv«aed,    As  we  rowed  with  all  otir  suengtb,  wc  wan  got  out  of  reach  of  the 

^lea  we  were  in  iJie  open  sea,  we  became  the  sport  of  the  wind*  and  waves, 
nd  repassed  that  day  and  ni(;lit  in  the  most  cruel  suspense;  but  on  the  morrow 
ae  hid  the  Kood  fortune  to  be  thrown  on  an  inland,  where  we  landed  with  great 
•"J.  We  found  some  excellent  fruits,  which  served  to  re-establish  our  exhausted 

Torards  night  wc  went  to  sleep  on  the  sea<shore.  but  were  soon  awakened  by 
tkaaite  which  the  scales  of  an  mimensc  serpent,  lung  as  a  palm-tree,  made  on 
IktpoiuuL     It  Has  M)  near  to  us  that  it  devoured  one  of  my  companion^,  not- 
dinu  the  efToris  he  made  to  extricate  himself,  for  the  serfient  &hook  him 
times,  :ijid  then  crushing  him  on  the  earth,  tfuickly  ^ua'tlnwcd  him. 
jTiiiher  comrade  and  myself  immediately  taok  to  flight;  and  although  we 
teacbed  some  di&tanre,  we  heard  a  noise  which  mane  us  suppo^  tliat  the 
WAS  vomiting  the  bones  of  the  unhappy  man  it  had  destro>'cd.     Oo  the 
g  di^  wc  perceived  our  suspicions  to  nave  been  well  founded.    **  O  God," 
Idn  exclaimed,  "to  what  arc  wc  exposed .''    N'cstcrday  wc  were  rejoicing  at  otir 
"Off  from  the  cruelty  of  a  giant  and  the  fur}-  of  the  waves,  and  to-day  we  axe 
>pia  tcmfied  b>'  a  peril  not  less  imminent." 

At  we  walked  alonf ,  we  remarked  a  lar^e  and  high  tree,  on  which  ut  proposed 
tBpua  the  following  night,  to  be  m  safety.  Wc  ate  some  fruits  as  on  the  preceding 
%,  and  at  the  approach  of  night  we  climbed  the  tree.  We  soon  lieard  the 
■crpen,  who  came  hissing  lo  tlic  foot  of  tlie  tree;  it  raised  itself  against  the 
t&iUL,aad  meeting  with  my  companion,  who  was  lower  than  I  u-as,  it  swallowed 
*iin)4itd  retired. 

I  remained  on  the  tree  till  daybreak,  when  1  descended,  more  dead  than  alive; 
**ted,  I  could  only  cxjwct  to  meet  with  the  same  fate.  This  idea  chilled  me 
F"^  hormr,  and  I  .idv.-inced  some  paces  lo  throw  myself  into  the  sea;  but  as  life 
■*(iBirable  as  long  as  .t  will  last,  I  resistctl  this  impulse  of  despair,  and  sub- 
■"Wdwy-KJf  to  the  will  of  God,  who  disposes  of  oui  lives  as  is  best  for  us. 
.  I  caOectrd  a  great  quantity  of  small  wood  and  furze,  and  lying  it  in  lagots,  put 
■road  the  tree  in  a  Urge  circle,  and  tied  some  across  the  top  to  cover  my  head. 
J™  heiBj  done.  1  cnrlo<«l  mvsclf  within  this  circle  when  the  evening  came  od, 
«*i»  dir  .li'.ii.-.'  <Mri^r.hv,onthat  1  had  done  all  in  my  power  to  preserve  my 
•ft    Ti.  ■  j„  return  and   irv  to  devour  nie,  but  he  could  not 

*tcwd  ,  .,p.irt  1  had  frirmed.      The  whole  night  he  was  be- 

^J^t  nie,  AS  a  CAt  wouUl  .1  mouse :  at  last  dav  returned,  and  he  retired,  but  I 
■■■ot  Teniurr  mit  of  my  fortress  till  the  sun  shone. 

'•11  io  U'  I  watrhinc.  as  well  as  with  the  exertion  of  forming  my 

!'*t«,»ad  li  =omuch  from  his  pestilential  breath,  that  death  appear- 

*(fttienb)r  ■  iron  of  such  horror.  I  again  ran  towards  the  sea,  with Uie 

■■Wino  of  p  nd  to  my  existence ;  but  God  pitied  my  condition,  and 

••SumjBncnt  irn!  l  wht  anm^  to  throw  myself  into  the  sea,  I  pcrreivcd  aTCSsel 
*»ptrt  distance.  1  fried  with  nil  my  stTcngth.  ;ind  unfoldpd  the  linen  of  my 
y«i  to  attract  the  attention  of  those  on  1>iard.  This  had  the  desired  effect : 
'•Acorw  &aw  me  and  the  captain  sent  a  boat  for  me 
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\%  soon  .IS  I  was  on  board,  the  merchants  and  seamen  were  eager  to  lenm  by 
what  ch.inrc  1  had  reached  that  desert  island,  and  after  I  had  related  in  them  all 
that  had  happened,  the  oldest  of  them  told  me  that  they  had  often  heard  of  the 
Plants  whu  lived  in  that  island ;  that  they  were  antlirupophagi,  and  tliat  they 
devoured  men  raw  as  well  35  ni.i'iivd.  With  regard  lo  the  serpents,  they  added 
diat  there  were  many  in  that  island,  which  hid  ibemselves  in  the  day,  and  ap- 
peared at  niRhL 

After  ihcy  had  expressed  Uicir  jny  at  my  fortunate  escnpe  from  so  many  perils, 
as  Ihcy  supposed  I  must  be  in  want  of  snmcihing  to  cat,  lliey  pressed  me  to  par- 
take of  their  best ;  and  the  captain,  observing  ihat  my  dress  was  much  worn, Vad 
the  senemsity  to  give  me  one  of  his. 

We  remainedaconsiderable  time  at  sea,  and  touched  at  several  islands;  at  ten)^ 
we  landed  on  thai  of  .Salihat,  where  the  sandel-wocxl  is  cultivated,  which  is  much 
used  in  medicine.  We  entered  tlic  port  and  cast  anchor,  and  the  merchants  began 
10  unload  llicir  goods,  to  sell  or  exchange  them.  One  day  the  captain  called  me 
to  him  and  said.  *'  Brother,  I  have  in  my  possession  some  goods  which  iKlonjccd 
to  a  merchant  who  was  for  some  lime  on  hoard  my  ship.  As  this  merchant  is 
dead,  I  am  going  to  have  them  valued,  that  I  may  render  some  account  of  them 
lo  his  heirs,  should  I  ever  meet  with  them."  The  bales  he  was  speaking  of  were 
already  upon  deck.  He  showed  them  me,  saying, "  These  arc  the  good«  in  qun- 
tion :  i  wish  you  lo  take  the  charge  of  ihem,  and  negotiate  tliem,  on  the  conditiun 
of  receiv-ing  what  is  usually  due  for  your  trouble"  I  consented,  and  thanked  him 
for  the  opiwramity  he  afforded  mc  of  employing  myself. 

The  writer  uf  the  ship  registered  all  the  bales  with  the  names  of  the  mcxchanu 
to  whom  they  belonged.  When  he  asked  iIk;  captam  by  what  name  he  shonid 
register  tliose  destined  for  my  charge,  the  captain  replied,  "  By  the  name  of 
Sindbad  the  Sailor."  1  could  not  hear  my  own  name  wiUiout  emotion,  atid  look- 
ing at  the  captain,  I  recognised  him  to  be  the  san\c  person  who  in  my  scooad 
voy^ic  had  left  mc  on  the  island,  where  I  had  fallen  asleep  by  the  side  "f  a  brook^ 
and  who  had  put  to  sea  without  waiting  for  me.     I  did  not  at  |V  -t  lum, 

so  much  was  he  changed  from  the  time  I  had  seen  him.    As  he  <  c  dead, 

it  is  not  lo  be  wondered  that  he  did  not  recogniie  me.  " Capt.im.  ^nu  1  to  kim. 
"was  the  merchant  to  whom  these  things  l>elongcd  railed  Smdhad?"  "  Ves^* 
reiumcd  he,  "  that  was  his  name ;  he  was  from  Bagdad,  and  embarked  on  boojd 
my  vessel  at  Balsoni.  One  day.  when  we  went  ashore  on  an  island  for  fnak 
water.  I  know  not  by  what  mistake,  he  was  left  behind  :  none  of  the  crew  per- 
ceived  it  till  four  hours  after,  when  the  wind  blew  so  fresh  against  us,th;tt  it  was 
imposstljle  lo  return."  "Vou  believe  him  to  be  dead?**  resumed  I.  "  Most  as- 
suredly," replied  the  captain.  "  Well,  then,"  said  t,  "open  your  eyes,  and  know 
that  the  same  .Sindhad,  whom  you  left  in  the  desert  island,  is  now  befoie  Yoa.  1 
fell  asleep  on  the  banks  of  a  httlc  stream,  and  v\m\  I  awoke  1  perceived  tnai  the 
ship  was  gCKK." 

At  these  words  the  captain  fixed  bis  eyes  on  mc.  and  after  having  examined 
me  ver\' atieniivcly,  at  last  recollected  me.     "Cod  be  praised  !"  cried  he.  em- 
bracing mc,"  1  am  delighted  ihot  fortune  has  given  mean  opporturi  ■ 
ing  my  fault.     Here  arc  your  goods,  which  I  have  preserved  w-i!  -J 

always  had  valued  at  every  port  I  stopped  at.  I  return  ihcm  to  \(m  wuh  lIm 
profit  1  have  made  on  ihcm."  1  received  them  with  ilie  gratitude  whidi  such  an 
action  demanded. 

From  the  island  of  Salahat  wa  went  to  another,  wliere  1  furnished  my»df  witfc 
dovcA,  cinnamon,  and  other  spices.  When  wp  had  sailed  some  dist-inrV  from  it, 
we  perceived  an  immense  tonnii,c.  that  was  twentv  cubits  in  length  and  hrradlh. 
We  also  saw  an  amphihutus  aninwl  that  had  milk  like  a  cow  (the  hippopMamns); 
its  skin  IS  so  h.-ird  that  bucklers  are  freqiienlly  made  of  iL  I  saw  mnothcr  dklt 
was  of  the  make  and  colour  of  a  camel.    At  length,  after  a  long  voya(e»  wt 
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^-•Isora,  from  whence  T  come  to  Bagdad  with  so  much  wealth  that  I 
:fic  amuuni  of  it     1  favc  a  great  deal  to  the  poor,  and  made  coti- 
^_.i.uctn&  tu  my  landed  estates. 


Smdhad  thus  finished  the  history  of  his  third  voyage,  and  again  gave  Hindhad 
i  tkvodccd  sc()uins.  inviting  him  to  the  usual  repasi  on  the  morrow,  when  he 
Kouhl  hear  ihc  account  of  the  fourth  voyage.  Hindbad  and  the  other  guests 
Clitcd,  vid  the  following  day  returned  at  the  same  hour.  After  the  dinner  was 
Stndbad  continued  the  :elation  of  his  adventures. 


THE   FOURTH  VOYAGE  OF  SINDBAU  THE  SAILOR. 

HE  pleasures  and  dissipations  into  which  1  entered  after  my  third 
voyage  had  not  charms  sufiicienily  powerful  to  deicr  nie  from 
venturing  on  the  sea  again.  I  gave  way  to  my  love  for  traffic  and 
novelty :  and  after  having  sctdcd  my  affairs,  and  furnished  myself 
with  the  merchandise  -suited  to  ilie  places  I  intended  to  visit,  I 
set  out  and  travelled  towards  Persia,  some  of  the  provmccs  of  which 
I  traversed,  and  at  last  reached  a  port,  where  I  embarked.  We  set 
sail, and  UMicfaed  at  several  pon&  and  at  some  Oriental  islands;  but 
one  day,  making  a  great  tack,  we  were  surpriserl  by  a  sudden  squall 
«i  wind,  which  obliged  the  captain  to  lower  the  sails.  He  gave  the  ncce$s.try 
odvslor  pre%'ennng  the  danger  wc  were  threatened  with,  but  all  our  precautions 
ivi fruitless:  otir  exertions  did  not  succeed  :  the  sails  were  torn  m  a  thousand 
patft,lttd  the  vessel,  becoming  ungovernable,  was  driven  on  a  sand-bank,  and 
«W  ID  pieces,  by  which  a  great  number  of  the  crew,  as  well  as  the  cargo, 
FHtfied. 

1  htd  tbe  good  fortime,  as  well  as  some  other  merchants  and  se-imen,  to  get 
Wd  flf  a  plank  ;  we  were  all  dr.-\wn  by  the  strength  of  the  current  towards  an 
■ilttd  thai  lay  before  us.  We  found  some  fruits  and  fresh  water,  which  re~ 
tiUbiiabed  our  strength,  and  we  lay  down  to  sleep  in  tlte  spot  where  the  waves 
kad  tlvDwn  us,  without  seeking  any  Earihcr  :  the  grief  wc  felt  at  our  misfurtune 
tndnd  tti  careless  of  our  falc.  'I'he  next  morning,  when  the  sun  was  risen,  we 
M  (lie  fthore,  and  advancing  in  the  island,  perceived  some  lubitntions.  towards 
•Aieh  we  bent  our  way.  When  wc  drew  near,  a  great  number  of  blacks  came  out 
■■"11  vfA  furrounded  us.  seized  our  persons,  of  which  they  seemed  to  make  a 
'  '.  .ind  tlicn  cnndticicd  us  to  their  houses. 
■'  iC  uf  my  cumrades  and  myself  were  taken  into  the  same  place.  They  made 
iiudown,  and  then  offered  us  a  certain  herb,  inviting  us  by  signs  to  eat  of  iL 
MtCDOi]KUi)ans,  without  considering  that  they  who  gave  it  to  us  did  not  eat  of  it, 
vifGDtuuIted  their  appetites, and  devuured  it  with  avidity.  1,  who  bad  a  sort  of 
I^Meaiiiucnt  that  it  was  for  no  good  purpose,  refused  c\xn  to  taste  it ;  and  it  was 
*4  I  did,  lor  a  short  time  after  1  perceived  that  my  companions  soon  lust  all 
trlfiiiiiii  of  their  situation,  and  did  not  know  what  they  said.  They  then 
*Oiid  OS  with  some  rice  dressed  witli  the  oil  of  the  cocoa-nut,  and  my  comrades, 
■WtaMig  scnuble  of  what  they  did,  ate  it  ravenously.    I  ate  some  also,  but  very 

IW  blacks  bad  presented  the  herb  first  to  affect  our  heads,  and  thus  banish 
■•mow  which  our  miser.ihle  situation  wnuld  create,  and  the  rice  was  gi%'cn 
^ten  us.  As  the\'  w'crc  .inthropophagi,  they  designed  to  feist  on  us  when  we 
*(itM  good  condition.  My  poor  companions  fell  victims  to  this  barbarous 
yina,  became  they  had  lost  their  senses,  and  could  not  foresee  their  destiny. 
^far  KM,  mstcad  of  fattening  as  the  others  had  done,  I  grew  thinner  every  day. 
iWfiar  of  dcuh,  which  constantly  haunted  mc,  turned  the  aliments  I  took  to 
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poUon,  and  I  fell  into  .1  stAte  of  Languor,  which  w.14  in  the  end  ver\'  beneficul  ; 
for  the  bLicks,  halving  eaten  my  comrades,  were  contented  u>  l«t  mc  remain  tiU  I 
was  better  picking. 

In  Uie  mcanume  I  vnu  allowed  a  t^ai  deal  of  liberty,  and  my  actiou  wcfr 
scarcciv  obsen'cd.  This  afforded  me  the  opportunity  one  day  of  quiitinu  the 
habitation  of  the  blacks  and  cKaptng.  An  old  man,  who  &aw  and  gucssAl  my 
intention,  called  nic  to  return  ;  but  1  only  qutclcened  my  pace,  and  soon  got  otii 
of  his  sight.  This  old  man  na^  the  unJy  pcnon  in  the  place ;  all  the  other  blackv 
bad  absented  themselves,  and  were  nut  to  return  till  night,  as  was  their  frequent 
custom.  Beinj;,  therefore,  icrtiun  that  ihey  would  be  trw  late  to  come  in  search 
of  me  when  they  relumed  home,  I  continued  my  ilight  till  evening,  when  I  stopped 
to  take  a  little  rest  and  satisfy  my  hunger.  I  soon  proceeded,  and  w.itked  with- 
out intermission  for  seven  day^,  uking^  care  to  avoid  thoie  places  which  appeared 
inhabited,  and  living  on  cocoa-nuu,  which  furnished  me  with  drink  as  weQ  as 
food. 

On  the  eighth  day  I  ciine  to  the  sea-shore  :  here  I  saw  some  white  people  likr 
myself,  employed  in  gathering  pepper,  of  which  there  was  in  that  place  a  grea; 
abund-ince.  Such  an  occupation  wai  a  good  omen  to  me,  and  1  approached  ihcni 
without  fear  of  danger.  They  came  towards  me  as  soon  as  tlicy  perceived  mc, 
and  asked  me  in  Arabic  from  whence  1  came. 

Delighted  to  hear  ray  native  bnguage  once  more,  I  readily  complied  with  ilicir 
request,  and  related  to  tliem  the  manner  in  which  1  had  been  shipwrecked,  and 
got  to  that  island  where  I  had  fallen  into  the  handi  of  the  blackx  **  But  these 
blacks,"  said  they,  "cat  men  ;  by  what  miracle,  then,  could  you  escape  their 
cruelty.^"  I  gave  ihem  the  same  account  which  you  have  been  listening  to.aad 
they  wrere  very  much  surpriircd. 

I  remained  with  them  till  ihey  had  collected  as  much  pepper  as  they  choett 
after  which  they  made  mc  embark  with  them  in  the  vessel  which  had  convend 
them,  and  we  soon  reached  another  island,  from  whence  they  h.id  come,  Tney 
presented  me  to  their  king,  who  was  a  good  nrince.  He  had  the  patience  to  listen 
to  the  reciuil  of  my  advenlurcs,  which  astoni'thcd  him  ;  and  he  ordered  me  sorae 
new  clothes,  and  desired  1  might  be  t-iken  cire  of.  This  island  was  very  populottt, 
and  abounded  in  all  sons  otarticlcs  lor  commerce,  which  was  earned  tui  to  a 
great  cvtcnt  in  the  town  where  the  king  resided.  This  agreeable  mreu  beitan 
to  console  me  for  tny  misfortunes,  and  the  kmdncss  of  this  generous  prince  nude 
me  completely  happy.  Indeed,  1  appe.ired  to  be  his  greatest  {k>tiunte  ;  caaae- 
quently  all  ranks  of  people  endeavoured  to  please  me,  so  that  I  was  soon  Con> 
sulcred  mure  ai  a  native  llian  a  stranger. 

1  remarked  one  thing  which  .ippearcd  to  me  vcr>*  singular :  e^-ery  one,  the  king 
not  excepted,  rode  on  horseback  without  either  bndte  or  stirrups.  I  one  dar 
took  the  liberty  to  aUc  his  majesty  why  such  things  were  excluded.  He  replied 
chat  he  was  entirely  ignorant  of  what  I  meant 

I  immediately  wtmt  to  a  ^^orktnan.  and  gave  him  a  model  to  make  the  tnc  el 
asaddle  from:  that  finished,  I  covered  it  m\-self  with  Icither,  richly  embrouSerad 
m  ^Id,  and  stufled  it  w\Hx  hair.  I  then  applied  lo  a  locksmith,  who  audi  ac 
a  b(t  according  to  the  pattern  1  gave  him,  and  some  stirrups  also. 

When  theae  ihinsa  were  completed.  I  presented  tltem  to  the  king,  and  tried 
them  on  tme  of  his  norses :  the  prince  then  mounted  it.  -md  wjs  »o  pleased  with 
the  inireation*  thai  he  lestitied  bis  approbation  by  making  me  ronsiderahle  pre- 
sents. I  waa  then  obliged  to  make  several  saddles  foi  hii  ministers  and  tlw 
principal  oAcers  of  his  boiuehold,  who  all  rewarded  me  with  rich  and  very  hand- 
acne  nrescnta.  I  also  made  some  for  the  most  respectable  inhaUuau  of  the 
town,  Dy  which  I  gained  great  reputation  and  credit. 

As  I  constantly  attended  at  court,  the  king  said  to  me  one  d.iy,  "Sindbait,  1 
lore  you,  and  1  Imuw  llut  all  wy  sub>ccts  who  have  any  knowledge  of  you  iaELov 
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flw  cwmmpk;  and  entrrtAln  a  hig))  regard  for  you.  I  have  one  request  to  nuke, 
wwcb  yon  inu»i  not  deny  me."  "*  Sire,"  replica  I. "  there  ii  nothing  your  irujoty 
caa  oomniand  which  1  will  not  undcnakc,  10  prove  my  ohettieace  tu  your  ortlers. 
Yodr  pfMWr  tft'cr  tnc  t»  absolute.''  "  1  wish  you  to  m-irrj-,"  resumed  the  prince, 
'dm  >oo  m-i'-  1'  'v'-  •  marc  tender  tic  to  artach  you  to  my  dommion*.  .ind  prc- 
«■■!  ytmt  tK  ■  your  native  country."     As  J  did  not  dnrr  10  refuse  the 

Icin^'t  t'rtW.  ;  I  luc  to  a  lady  of  hi»  court,  who  waj  noble,  beautiful,  rich, 

a;  >t      After  llic  iicrcinoov  of  ihc  nuptials,  1  took  up  my  abode  in 

U>r  ...  wife,  and  lived  with  ncr  fur  sonic  time  m  perfect  harmony. 

NetntWicu,  1  woa  discontented  with  my  siluattim,  and  dcsiKiic-d  to  make  my 
m^pc  iht  first  conyeivieni  opportunity,  and  return  to  Rajjdad,  which  the  splendid 
^^■twUillSWIlt  I  wan  then  m  |M>sacMian  of  could  not  obliterate  from  my  n^intL 
H^^VWae  WR  my  Mmiiments,  when  the  wife  of  one  uf  my  nci^hN>urs,  with  whom 
I  «ai  vwy  indmaie,  fell  sick  and  died.  I  went  to  console  hun.  and  (induiK  him 
inUw  (kepc»i  affliction, "May  liod  preserve  you," said  I  to  bim.".ind  Krant  yo*i 
a  kxiff  life."  "  Alas ! "  replied  he,  "  how  can  I  obtain  what  you  wish  me }  1  have 
only  one  hour  to  Uve."  "  Ob,"  resumed  I,  "  do  not  suffer  such  dismal  ideal  ti* 
take  paMCMkm  c(  voar  mmd.  1  hope  that  will  not  be  the  case,  and  that  I  shall 
Mliojr  your  frlcndihip  for  many  yczn."  "  I  wuh  widi  all  my  heart,"  said  be. 
''^tiiyi—-}-fr  miy  bc  of  lonc  duration:  as  for  me,  the  die  is  cast,  and  this  dav 
IlfcAU  ^viih  my  wiux     Such  is  ihc  custom  wluth  our  ancc^tlors  have 

MUiblitJ —  ^'-  isLind,  and  which  is  »iill  invioUbly  ubM;r\ed:  ibc  husUtnd  u 

iaUTird  alive  wiUi  his  deceased  wifc,~the  wife  with  tlic  husband  in  the  some 
va* :  DOtluni;  can  save  me,  and  ever)-  one  submits  to  this  law." 

Wbd^t  he  was  relatinj^  to  me  this  linftular  species  of  barbanty.  which  filled 

Rwith  tcrrDT,  his  relations,  friends,  and  neighbours  arrived,  to  be  present  at 
fcuwrmt  They  drcttcd  the  coquc  of  the  wonun  in  the  nchcst  aiiiro,  a»  on 
dijr  of  her  nuptials,  and  decorated  her  with  all  her  Jewels.  Tlicy  then  placed 
mcovcrcd  on  a  bier,  and  the  procession  set  out.  Tlic  hu^tund,  dressed  in 
minr.  wrnt  imrriediatcly  after  the  body  of  his  wife,  and  the  rest  followed 
J  \i-  ■  towjirds  a  hiuh  muunlAin,  and  w  hen  they  were  amved,  a 

lar«e  »i  led  a  deep  pit*  was  raised,  and  the  Utdy  let  down  into  it, 

wiuHHa  taking  uil  any  of  the  ornament^i.  After  ttut,  the  husband  look  his  leave 
otf  bii  ralaiion  and  friends  And  wiilkout  making  any  remittance  wflercd  himself 
M  fat  placed  OD  a  bier,  with  ■  jug  of  water  and  seven  small  loaves  by  his  side ; 
ke  WM  iben  let  down  as  his  wire  had  been.  Thi»  mounuun  extenocd  a  ureat 
wsy,  aitd  lervcd  a»  a  boundary  lo  the  ocean,  and  the  pit  wa»  very  deep.  When 
the  ccffemony  was  completed,  the  stone  was  replaced  and  the  comp^mv  retired, 
scartdy  add,  gentlenwn,  that  I  was  particularly  aflecied  with  tins  cere- 
f.  An  ih«  others  who  were  present  did  not  appear  to  feel  11,  from  their 
habittiated  10  toe  the  karae  kind  of  Kcnc  so  frr<]uenily.  I  could  not  avoid 
MKif  dw  ksQC  my  wentkaain  on  this  subject  "  Sire,"  said  I,  **  I  cannot  ex- 
pi«ea «i|>  attonnhment  at  the  strange  custom  which  subsists  in  your  dominions 
of  intcninfC  the  livins  with  the  dead.  I  have  visited  many  nations,  but  in  tlic 
whole  course  of  my  travels  I  never  heard  ol  so  cnicl  a  law."  **  What  can  1  do, 
StHftadr*  replieil  the  kmr:  "it  is  a  law  conmiun  (o  all  Links,  and  even  1  lub- 
aail  to  Its  decree;  I  shall  oe  interred  alive  with  the  queen  my  consort  d  she 
hafftaa  to  die  &ni."  "Sire,"  returned  I,  "will  your  ma;e«ty  allow  me  to  ask 
if  tytpuri  are  obliged  to  observe  this  custom? ''  "  Certainly,''  said  the  king, 
~  at  the  motive  of  my  qocsiioci,  "  they  ore  not  exempted  wbcn  they  marrjr 

d." 
rvtaraed  home  ihoagfatfid  and  sad  at  tills  rci>ly.  Thcfraritutr         ^      '^'hl 
Ala  inl,  aad  that  I  tnuit  bc  interred  with  her,  was  a  rrtlctiinn  c>(  'if 

matfai^  natufc    Yet  how  could  I  remedy  this  evil?    I  mu»t  have  y.tu- 
ti^bmM  tt  lb*  win  of-Cod.    Nevertheless,  I  trembled  at  the  slightest  n 
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lion  of  mv  wife,  and,  alas!  1  soon  had  good  reawn  to  fear:  she  was  uken  dan- 
gerously ill.  and  died  in  a  few  days.  Jud^e  of  my  horror.  To  be  inierrcd  ilivc 
did  not  .ippear  to  me  a  more  desirable  end  than  that  of  bein^  devoured  by  the 
anthrnpciiih.nji ;  yet  1  was  obliged  to  comply.  The  lann,  accompanied  by  bis 
whole  court,  would  honour  the  procession  with  his  presence,  and  tlic  principal 
inhabitants  of  the  cit>'  also,  out  of  respect  to  me,  were  present  at  my  intenncnL 

When  all  was  in  readiness  for  the  ceremony,  the  corpse  of  my  wife,  decorated 
with  her  je^vcU  and  nio^t  maKniticeni  clothes,  was  plated  on  ibe  bier,  and  the 
procession  set  oul.  Being  the  second  personage  in  this  wo^l  tragedv,  1  followed 
the  body  of  my  wife,  my  eyes  baihecl  in  tears,  and  deploring  my  miserable  des- 
tiny. Before  we  arrived  at  the  mountain,  t  wished  to  make  trial  of  the  com- 
passion of  the  specutors.  I  (irsi  addressed  myself  to  the  kmjj,  then  to  those 
who  were  near  me,  and  bowing  to  the  KTOund  to  kiss  the  hem  of  their  RaTment. 
I  entreated  them  to  have  pity  on  rne.  "  Consider,"  said  I,  "  that  1  un  a  stranger, 
who  ou^hi  not  to  be  subject  to  so  rigorous  a  law,  and  that  1  have  another  »ife 
and  children  in  my  own  country."  I  pronounced  these  words  in  an  affecting 
tone,  but  no  one  seemed  moved  ;  on  the  contrary,  ihey  hastened  to  put  the  corpse 
in  the  pit,  and  soon  after  1  was  let  down  also,  on  another  bier,  with  a  jug  of  w-aier 
and  seven  loaves,  At  last,  this  fatal  ceremony  being  completed,  they  replaced 
the  stone  over  the  mouth  of  the  pit,  notwithstanding  the  excess  of  my  grief  and 
my  piteous  lamenuiion. 

As  I  approached  the  bottom,  I  discovered,  by  the  little  tight  that  shone  Cram 
above,  the  shape  of  this  subterraneous  abode.  It  was  a  vast  cavern,  which  might 
be  about  tifiy  cubits  decpi  I  soon  smelt  an  insupportable  stench,  which  arose 
from  the  carcases  Uiat  were  spread  around.  1  even  fancied  I  heard  the  Ian 
sighs  of  some  who  bad  lately  fallen  victims  to  this  inhuman  law.  1  bad  oo 
sooner  reached  the  bottom  than  I  left  tlic  bier,  and  stopping  my  nostrils,  went  to 
a  distance  from  the  dead  bodies.  1  threw  myself  on  the  ground,  where  1  re- 
mained a  long  time,  bathed  in  tears;  then  reflecting  upon  my  cruel  fate,  "  It  is 
true,"  said  I, "  that  fk)d  disposes  of  us  as  seems  best  to  His  all-seeing  Providence: 
but,  unhappy  Sindbad,  is  it  not  your  own  fault  that  you  are  now  brought  to  tht» 
singular  death?  Would  to  Heaven  I  had  penshfnJ  in  some  of  the  dnEadfnl 
wrecks  from  which  I  have  been  saved  *  I  should  not  now  have  liad  to  languish 
in  this  miserable  abode  of  lingering  death.  Uul  have  I  not  brought  it  on  my- 
self by  my  accursed  avarice  ?  Ah,  wretch !  I  ought  to  have  remained  with  my 
family,  and  enjoyed  peaceably  the  fruits  of  my  former  labours.™ 

Such  were  the  useless  expressions  of  rage  and  despair  with  which  I  mode  tbc 
ca%'em  re-echo.     1  beat  my  head  and  breast,  and  gave  way  to  the  most  violeai 
gncf.      Nevertheless,  shall  1  confess  to  you?  that  instead  of  calling  on  death  to 
release  me  from  this  habitation  of  despair,  the  love  of  life  still  glowed  within  me, 
and  induced  mc  to  prolong  my  days.     I  felt  my  way  to  the  bier  on  which  I  »ud 
been  ploced.   Notwithstanding  the  intense  obscimiy  which  prc\-ailed,  I  found  rar 
bread  and  water,  and  ate  of  it    The  cave  now  appeared  more  spacious,  and  la 
contain  more  bodies  than  1  had  at  first  supposed.    1  subsisted  for  some  days  on 
my  provisions  ;  but  as  soon  as  they  were  exh-iusted  I  prepared  to  die.      i  wm* 
resigned  to  my  fate,  when  I  heard  the  slonc  above  raised.     A  corpse  and  liviotf 
person  were  let  down.  The  deceased  was  a  man.     It  is  natural  to  nave  recoune 
to  violent  methods  when  reduced  to  the  last  extremity.    While  the  wonuin  iras 
descending,  I  approached  the  5pot  where  her  bier  w.i»'  lo  be  placed,  and  when  I 
pcrcciv  ed  the  aperture  alwve  to  nc  rlosed,  1  gave  the  unhappv  female  two  o*  three 
great  blows  on  the  head  «ilh  a  large  bone.     She  w.^s  stimnr-l,  or  more  propcrtj' 
speaking.  I  kil1e<l  her :  and  as  1  had  only  committed  this  inhuman  action  lo  ob- 
tain the  bread  and  water  which  had  been  allowed  her,  I  had  now  nroviuons  fer 
scene  days.   At  the  end  of  that  time  a  dead  woman  and  her  living  nasband  were 
let  liowiil     I  killed  the  man  in  the  same  manner ;  and  as  at  thai  lime  there  faof^ 
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Xy  fur  me.  to  be  a  mortality  tn  the  dty,  1  was  not  in  want  of  food* 
lyioe  «lwa>ft  ihc  ume  means  to  obtain  iu 
One  &.V .  nhf-n  I  had  just  put  nn  end  to  an  unfortunate  woman,  I  beard  a 
inri  a  t'lMit^tca     I  Adv.inccd  to  the  part  from  -Hhcncc  tbe 
it-nnl  A  Irmrlrr  lirrrnSmjj  n\  my  approacb,  and  fant  icd  t  &aw 
'  ici  iif  shadow,  nhich  <KCa3iun- 
.^  I  drew  near.     I  pur^iird  it  sa 
k  of  li^tbL  I  '        : 

1  ihini;  it,  ;>' 
U'  .      t  ij;  i(  4^.(in,  till  1  otrivcu  ui  an 

XV.  [KMS. 

oco- 

•elfo.  :... 
thai  I  coui 
1  hccune  ' 

antnul 
devour  the  dead  bodies. 

1  cxamintTt  the  mmint-iin.  inrl  r-htrn-cd  th.it  it  \rrn  siiuaicd  bi-fwtM  tbe  r\xy 
the  »r-        ■  ■      ■ 

n  l.tiMii  lue.    1  llx 

J  .  d  .iir  with  inn 

jicr::icr.t  .i\  '.n.it  yli'.  .in, 

)  rcQtincd  .i^iin,  'i 

aD  Ihc  di.ir  ;.  I  ..  i-.,;. 

thai  I  C{>;  '1  biniii^'iii 


'  thai  m\  111 

',\hcn 

1  rr.i!nv,    "  ■ 

rd.  1 

irh  t  h.id  heard  p;int.  :iml  wh)ch  1  h 

l,*i.i« 

sea,  and  was  m  tlie  habit  ofiJuinj*  i: 

■  vc  to 

than  I  had  cnj</>cd  tince  mjr 


>vrU  a«  I  could,  by  feclinj;  on  the  difTertnt  Ucn, 
.  ^'olden  brace1ei«,  in  short,  evcr^lhtnf;  of  value 
It    ill  lo  the  shore.     I  ued  ihcm  up  in  «evwal 
111  iniT'ocLii  MhiLli  hjJ  »cr\Td  to  let  down  the  hkn,  of  which  (here 
igmt  ifuantitv.    I  \dx  them  in  a  convtnient  placo  till  *  proper  oppoitumty 
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fthould  o^ia,  without  fear  of  their  bcin;  spoHed  by  the  nia,  for  it  was  not  die 
season  for  wet  weather. 

At  the  end  of  two  or  three  days  I  perceived  a  vessel  jiui  sailing  out  of  the 
hartxiur,  ami  (Mwing  bj  the  4p»ii  where  I  w.ii,  I  made  signs  with  the  linen  of  my 
turban,  and  cnt-d  aloud  witli  all  my  srren^jih.  They  heard  mc  on  board,  and 
dispatched  a  b^Ml  to  fetch  me.  When  :hc  sailors  inquired  by  what  misfortune 
I  bad  gol  m  that  pLicc,  I  rcphcd  ihai  1  had  been  tvreckcd  i«o  days  sinrc  on  that 
shore,  with  all  my  merch.indi$e.  Fortunately  for  mc.  these  peofjc  did  not  con- 
sider wIiciJkt  my  sior>-  wa^  probable,  but,  iatisficd  with  my  autver,  they  look  roe 
on  board  with  my  bales. 

When  we  had  reached  the  vessel,  the  captain,  happy  in  betqg  tnatnin>ent 

my  safety,  and  occupietl  with  tlie  management  of  the  ship,  believed  without , 

di^cuhy  the  lale  of  the  n  recl>L.  lo  Lonvincc  himof  which  I  offered  him  some  pre- 
CU>U!>  blunri,  but  he  lefuii- i  iln-ni. 

Wc  pivsed  M.-vcrj|  is!  „'3t  oihers  tlie  Island  of  Bells,  distant  about 

ten  dii>i.'sail  from  thai  ■■  it  (Ceylon),  filing  with  a  fiur  ndnd,  and 

days  frum  the  Isle  of  Kek    Calabar;,  where  we  landed.     Here  theft  were 
lead  mines,  &onfie  Indian  canes,  and  excellent  camphor. 

The  King  of  the  Isle  of  Kcia  is  very  rich  and  powerful.  His  aulhonty  extend 
orcr  the  Island  of  Bells,  which  is  tM  o  days'  journey  in  extenL  The  inhabiunts 
arc  atill  M>  uncivilifcd  as  to  cat  human  flesh.  After  we  had  made  an  advan- 
tageous trafhc  in  this  island,  wc  ■A'^xxi  set  sail,  and  touched  at  seiYral  purts.  At 
Icf^th  1  arrived  happily  at  Bagdad  with  immense  nchcs.  of  which  it  is  needless 
to  give  >'ou  a  detail.  To  show  my  gratitude  to  Hea\x-n  for  the  mercies  shown 
me,  I  spent  a  gic;it  deal  in  charity,  some  fui  the  support  of  mosques,  and  some 
for  ihc  subsistence  of  llie  poor.  I  then  entirely  gave  myself  up  to  the  sodeix 
of  my  relations  and  friends,  .ind  passed  my  time  in  feasting  and  cntcrtal 
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Stndbad  here  concluded  the  relation  of  his  fourth  voy-tgc,  which  occaslc 
itill  more  surprise  in  his  audience  than  the  three  preceding,'  ones  had  done.  He 
repeated  his  present  of  a  hundred  scuulns  lo  Hindbad.whom  he  remicslcd.  with 
the  rest  of  the  company,  to  return  the  following  day,  to  dine  and  hc.ir  the  detail 
of  his  fifth  voyage.  Hindlwid  and  ihc  others  took  their  leave  and  retired.  The 
next  day,  when  all  were  assembled,  they  541  down  to  uble.  and  when  the  repast 
was  over,  Sindbad  began  the  account  of  his  fifth  voyage  as  i" 


THE  nmi  voTAoe  of  stynBAO  tke  sailor. 

'  HE  pleasures  I  enjoyed  soon  made  me  forget  the  pains  I  had  am 

j;one;   yet  they  were  not  sufriciently  attractive  to  prt-\(*ni 

Conning  the  resolution  of  venturing  a  fifth  time  on  the  sea 

again  pro\idct!  myself  with  merchandise,  packed  it.  and  scr 

by  a  l.ind  cirri-iye  to  the  nearest  seaport :  where,  uni 

'  trust  any  more  to  4  captain,  and  wishing  to  have  a  vessel  of  1 

I  built  and  equipped  one  at  my  own  expense.    As  soon 

ftnished,  I  loaded  it  and  embarked ;  and  .is  I  Itad  not  suffif 

carjio  to  fill  it  myself,  I  received  several  merchants  of  dif 

nations  wiili  thc-ir  goods. 

Wc  hoisted  our  sails  the  first  fiiir  wind  and  ptii  fi 
sailini;  a  considerable  time,  the  first  place  wc  ■' 
descn  island,  where  wc  found  the  cr);  of  a  roc, .. 
spoke  of  im  ii  former  occasion ;  it  contained  a  small  roc,  which  was  juit  readvl 
hatch,  its  beak  having  l>C)jtin  to  m.ikc  its  appearance.  The  merchant!;  who 
with  xof-  broke  the  egg  with  hatchets,  and  cut  out  the  young  roc  piece  by 
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raaMvd  it.    1  had  Mhou&ly  advised  ihffti  not  to  loucli  the  egg,  but  they 


not  altrnd  In  ni 


Tht 


1uv«ibc 


"d  (heir  mcil  when  two  unmcn«c  clouds  appeared  in 
uncc  fniin  us.    The  captnin  uhoni  1  h.id  hired  lo 


:l.  km 


re  "1  '.lie  %'-'>^l.  knuwing  bj  experience  whai  tt  w»s,  cried  mil  Out  it 
wu  Um  iktlier  and  mntlicr  uf  the  voun^  rue,  and  wnmcd  ub  io  rc-rin)uik  .i& 
qukkty  aa  poMtbIc,  lo  avoid  the  danger  wliicb  tlireatcncd  us.  \Vc  took  his  advice 
aod  Ml  sail  immediately. 

The  two  roc*  approached,  uttr-r '  -  moit  frightful  screams,  which  ihc)-  le- 

doablcd  on  hndiog  the  state  of  •  uid  th.il  the  )uiin;:  unt*  was  np  mare. 

Dctcrmuunx  to  revenue  ihrt^i-;^ ^.y  ftcw  .iu.)>'  luunrds  the  p^irt  from 

VhsDLV  thty  caoM, aod  di!i3p|>carcd  for  some  timCf  during  which  wc  used  all  dkli* 
gcscc  (O  tail  away  and  piL'vt^nt  wh.tc  nevertheless  liefcll  us. 

Tlicy  returned,  and  »-c  perceived  that  they  each  liad  an  cmirmous  piece  of  rock 
in  their  cU«rs.  When  Ilicy  ^^■c^c  exactly  over  our  ship,  they  stoppt-d,  and,  sus- 
|C»ditM(  CbcmKlvcs  in  the  air,  one  of  them  let  fall  tlic  piece  uf  ruck  he  held,  lly 
the  MWCss  cf  the  pi1i>r,  who  suildcnly  tuincd  the  vessel,  it  did  not  tumble  on  uu 
!o  the  sea,  in  which  it  made  such  a  ihasm  th.ti  wc  cuuta 


bai  fea  d. 
■kwet  tw 
(UlMimni 

Ttew3or>; 
mjndl  nadcr  w 
loRmeio  sviie 


The  other  hird.unforlunatelv  for  us.  let  his  piece  of  rrxk 

I  the  ship  (hat  it  Imikc  and  spfil  it  into  n  thnuMncI  pieces. 

n^rri i  were  itil  eithpr  rmihcd  lo  death  or  druwnctl.     I  has 

<■  lime.hui  I  r)  tolhc  siirf.it-e,  I  h.td  the  good 

le  wie>:k.  iinin};  ^onieume^  uith  one  hand 


iho 

irom 

tlicrc     Mu:m;  rcilo.tionc 

:L>t  m>  hfc;  but  d.iy  rcturn- 

uoi:i-.  hIla.  1  oroK and  walked  amongst 


and  tomctimes  wii:i  i:ic  other,  «til]  hoIaii:ii^;  iui.k  i  had  tixcd  mvwlf  to,  and  luviniE 
the  wind  and  curreni  both  in  mv  favour,  I  at  length  n:achcd  an  isLind,  where  the 
fbonr  was  vr- —      I  ncA-crtiiclcss  u\crrame  this  ditliculty  and  ^"1  on  land. 

I  aoied  the  fcTais  to  rest  from  my  fatii-uc,  after  whi«:h  1  arose  and 

advaactd  ua^  ■•■-  ■r.-.md  to  rcconnuurc  ilir  };Tound.  I  scctucd  in  be  tn  a  Ucli- 
dam garden:  whcrc\cr  I  turned  mye)'ei  1  ^aw  tie.iiitif(il  ireo, ^oiiie  titide*!  uuh 
CraCB.  nthen  with  ripe  fruits,  and  transparent  streams  meandcrinjj  Itctuccn  thcni. 
Tate  of  the  fruits,  which  I  found  to  be  excellent,  aiKi  quctKhcd  my  th>m  at  the 
iaviiiiw  brooks. 

Ntffhl  bein^  arrived,  I  by  down  on  the  grast  in  a  cunvenicnt  spot:  but  I  did 
not  Joep  an  hour  at  a  time :   nu  •.'ccp  l^  i-  ■  n'litrnnllv  ir'rrfA:ptr.l  hv*'infcarof 
b«ilt(  alone  in  such  a  dev  r 
nfllM  tnlamcntinK  and  rrp- 
bomt,  when  I  luid  o  ' 
led  mc  tn  f AT  tlut  I  r--< 
ia(Wtthiucbecrfiit  li^-h:  d.uipaicd  thii^l 
the  mes.  thoush  not  witliout  some  dc^^rec  uf  apprrhenikyn. 

Whea  I  haa  advanced  a  Unic  »ay  bi  ibo  island.  I  |..  '  <.  who 

•ppcand  much  broken  down.     He  was  seated  un  the  i  'at 

^wvt  I  sopfx'sed  heini;;ht  W  t  Vc  myself, shipwTe<-V    '  i  -ilutwl 

,  to  whii  h  he  in  I'll-  Hm  f^lirr  return  than  a  C-.  head.      1 

asked  him  nli.it  he  w>ii>  i1<>m^.  but  mttead  uf  ti.^i ^ >    ='.>,>^>  tu  nic  (a 

cake  Urn  on  my  ihniiliU-'-^  and  cross  the  brook,  mjikin^;  rac  understand  that  he 
wamad  lo  gather  siimc  fiuit 

I  wppMed  be  wished  me  to  render  him  this  piece  of  service  ;  to,  taking  hitn 
on  B»v '^''Jl  I  stfiniiiril  it'.p  .trr.irn  ;  when  1  had  reached  the  <itlirr  sldr.  I  ^InupeiL 
«nd  ^'  -J  of  ubii:h    1  c.uinoi  hctf'  '  icr  I 

dunk  ( '  .,  ..  j>cajtd  tome  so  decrepit,  r  i';:?, 

wfakli  i  nam  saw  were  covered  with  a  skin  tike  a  cow's.  o\ct  ' 

him*^  iaston  my  shoiddcr».  at  ihc  Minr  liinr  )t(iterrin;;  ;i  

that  f  OMcttd  lo  be  stnnicled ;  thii>  ird.iwjk>. 

yqfmmiiwHiig  my  wtuation,  the  ul  .;heu<d/ 
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loosed  hU  hold  sufficiently  to  aflow  me  to  breathe.  When  I  was  a  IJitlc  rccovrred^ 
he  pushed  one  of  liis  Icet  ag,"iin>-t  my  siomach,  and  kicking  my  side  with  the  other,, 
obliged  me  lo  ^q\  up.  He  then  made  rac  walk  under  some  trees,  and  forced  niej 
to  gather  and  cat  luc  fruit  wc  met  with.  He  never  quitted  his  Imld  i'---- 
day,  and  w  hen  1  wished  to  rest  at  night,  he  Liid  himself  on  ihe  gi  imn  1 1 
alwavs  fixed  to  my  neck.  lie  never  failed  to  awaken  me  in  the  m'mt 
he  erTecicfl  by  pushing  me,  and  then  be  made  ine  gel  up  and  m. 
all  the  time.  Conceive,  yenUedien,  the  plague  of  tearing  this  t  i  .  , 
the  possibility  of  yctiifi;;  nd  uf  it. 

One  day,  liaving  foutid  on  ihe  ground  several  dried  gourds,  which  h.i-l  Xz!^^^ 
from  Uic  tree  thai  bore  them,  I  took  a  pretty  large  o"e>  ^"d  after  havi:  1 

it  well,  I  squeezed  inlo  it  the  juice  of  sever-il  bunches  of  prapcs,  which  ! 

produced  in  great  abundance.    When  1  had  tilled  the  gourd,  1  pla-  •  i 

particular  spot,  and  some  daya  .after  relumed  with  the  old  man,  when, :  c 

contents,  I  found  it  to  be  a.>nvcncd  into  excellent  wine,  which  for  a  liuic 
made  me  forget  the  ills  ihit  oppressed  me.     It  gave  me  new  viguur,  and  mised'^ 
my  spirit?  so  high,  that  I  bcg.m  to  sing  and  dance  as  I  wenl  along. 

The  old  man  pcrcei\  ing  the  effect  this  diaugltt  had  taken  on  my  sptrits,i 
sign^  to  me  to  let  him  ta<>te  it.  I  gave  him  the  gmird,  and  (he  liquor  pleased 
n.i!.ite  so  well,  that  he  drank  it  lo  the  last  drop;  there  w.i^  cnoiigli  to  inebn*t 
iiiin,  and  the  fumes  of  wine  very  soon  rose  into  nis  head  ;  he  then  Ix^n  to  sUlf  J 
after  his  own  manner,  and  to  stagger  on  my  shoulders.  'Ihc  blows  he  J»vid 
himself  made  him  rcium  what  he  had  on  his  stomach,  and  his  legs  loosened  hj'J 
degrees  ;  so  that  finding  he  no  longer  held  me  tight,  I  threw  him  on  the  grDum^] 
where  he  remained  motionless ;  I  then  took  a  large  stone  and  ciushed  him  to 
^eath. 

I  was  much  rejoiced  at  hanng  so  effectually  got  rid  of  this  oli,!  man.  and  I 
walked  towards  the  5e:i-shnre,  where  I  met  some  people  who  bclc  .  <-ssel' 

which  had  anchored  there  to  get  fresh  water.    They  were  ver\-  n  ^hed' 

at  seeing  me,  and  hearing  the  account  of  my  adventure.    **  You  liave  fiiiicn,  'SiAidj 
the)',**  into  the  hands  of  the  Old  Man  of  the  Sea,  .ind  you  arc  the  first  whom  he, 
has  not  stnuigtcd  ;  he  never  left  tho^  whom  he  fud  once  mastered,  till  be  ha4| 
put  an  end  to  llieir  existence ;  and  this  island  is  notorious  for  the  number  al 
persons  be  has  killed.     Tlie  sailors  and  merchants  who  land  here  never  dj 
approach,  excepting  the>'  are  in  .i  strong  body." 

li.'lving  informed  me  of  ihis,  they  look  mc  In  their  ship,  v^"'     ■  apialtJ 

cci\-ed  me  with  the  greatest  politeness,  when  he  heard  wh.1t  i  \  nw.    Wi 

set  sail,  and  in  a  few  da)-3  wc  landed  at  the  port  of  a  large  city, «  ntTc  the  be 
were  built  of  stone. 

One  of  the  inetchiints  ofthcshiph-inng  contracted  a  fr*  ^^  ■  '* 
ine  lo  nccoini3.iny  him,  and  conducted  me  to  the  Iri 
merchants.  He  gave  mc  a  large  iock,  and  then  intri.il. ..^.i  .,.. 
belonging  lo  the  cily,  who  «xre  iilso  fiirnished  with  sacks  ;  thei 
thcin  to  take  nir  with  ihcm  lo  gather  cocoa, "  Go,* said  he, "foil" 
as  they  do  ;  and  do  nnl  itray  from  ihcm,  for  your  life  will  be  w 
leave  them."     Me  gave  me  provisions  for  ihe  tiay,  antl  I  set  off  v 

We  arrived  at  a  large  foicsi  of  tall  straight  trees,  the  trunks  of  which  were  w 
smooth,  that  it  was  impossible  1o  climb  up  to  the  branches  where  the  fruit  g»rw. 
They  were  all  cocoa-trees,  and  we  wmited  to  knock  down  the  fruit  and  tiU  our 
sacks.  On  entcrmg  the  forest  we  saw  an  amazing  number  of  monkeys,  of  ^ 
«iies,  which  fled  at  our  .approach,  and  ran  up  the  trees  with  stirpriiing  agitity. 
The  merchants  1  was  with  collected  some  stones,  and  threw  them  with  great 
force  at  the  monkeys,  who  had  reached  some  of  the  highest  branches.  I  did  the 
same,  and  soon  perceived  that  these  animals  were  aware  of  cur  design  ;  ihcy 
gathered  the  cocoa-outs,  and  threw  them  down  at  us  with  gestures  whi(»  pUinly 
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had  collected.    "  Coniinuc  to  do  tlic  same  e%*cTy  day,"  said  he,  "till  yon  hAv*' 
amassed  sufficient  money  lo  convey  you  lo  your  own  country."     I  thanked  him 
for  the  good  .idvice  lie  j;.ive  me,  and  by  degrees  I  acquired  such  a  qaantity  d 
coco;\-nuis,  that  I  Kold  ihcm  for  ;i  coniiderablc  sum. 

The  vessel  in  which  I  came  h.id  s-^iled  with  the  merchnnts.  who  had  loaded  it 
with  the  cocoa-nuti  they  had  purchased.  I  waited  foe  the  arrival  of  another, 
which  shortly  after  came  into  harbour  for  a  Lading  of  the  »;inie  matcri.iU.  I  »ent 
on  board  all  the  cocoa-nuts  which  belonged  to  me,  aiid  when  it  was  rcadjf  to 
»ail,  I  look  leave  of  the  iT>erchani  to  whom  I  was  under  so  many  obligations.  A* 
he  had  not  yet  settled  his  affairs,  he  could  not  embark  with  me. 

VVc  set  <ail  and  steered  towards  the  island  where  pepper  grows  in  such  abun> 
dance.  From  ihcncc  we  made  the  island  of  Comari,  where  the  best  species  of 
the  aloe  throws,  and  whose  inhabttants  submit  themselves  to  a  law  not  to  drink 
wine,  or  suH'cr  any  kind  of  debauchery.  In  these  two  islands  1  cxch^nscd  all 
my  cocoa-nuts  (or  pepper  and  aloe-wood  ;  and  1  then  engaged  myself,  with  the 
Other  merchants,  in  a  pearl- tish cry,  in  which  I  employed  many  divers  on  my  own 
account.  1  collected  by  these  means  a  great  number  of  very  large  and  i>erftct 
ones,  with  whitli  I  joyfully  put  to  sea,  and  arrived  safely  at  Balsoia,  from  whence 
I  returned  to  l)a^d.id.  where  1  sold  the  pepper,  .iloes,  and  pearls  which  1  had 
brought  with  me  for  a  large  sum.  I  Ix-stowed  a  tenth  part  of  my  profit  in  charily, 
as  I  had  done  on  my  return  from  every  former  voyage,  and  endeavoured  to 
recorcT  from  tny  fatigues  by  evirry  kind  of  dtvernoiL 

Having  concluded  this  narrative,  Sindbad  gave  a  hundred  sequins  to  Hindbul« 
who  retired  with  all  the  other  guests.  The  same  party  returned  to  the  rich  SiimI- 
bad  the  next  day  ;  and  after  havmg  regaled  them  as  usual,  he  requested  silence^ 
and  began  the  account  of  hh  sixth  voyage  in  the  following  way. 


THE  SIXTH  VOYAGE  OF  SINDBAD  THE  SAILOR. 

'OU  are,  no  doubt,  gentlemen,  surprised  how  I  could  be  temptrd 
again  to  expose  myself  to  the  caprice  of  fortune,  after  having  un- 
dergone so  manv  perils  in  my  other  voy.iges.  I  am  astonishr»1  my- 
self when  I  think  of  it.  It  w.is  fate  alnne  th.it  dragged  me,  at  the 
expiration  of  a  ye.-u-,  to  venture  myself  a  sixth  time  on  the  onsuble 
sea,  notwithstanding  toe  tears  and  entreaties  of  my  relations  and 
friends,  who  did  all  in  their  power  to  persuade  me  to  stay. 

Instead  of  taking  the  route  of  the  Persian  Gulf.  I  passed  again 
through  some  of  the  pnninces  of  Persia  and  the  Indies,  and  amvcd 
«1  a  seaport,  where  I  embarked  in  a  good  ship,  with  a  captain  who 
'^tft  was  determined  on  making  a  long  voyage.   Long,  indeed,  it  proved, 

'■O*'  but  at  the  same  tinte  so  unfortunate,  that  the  cajitain  and  the  piloc 

lost  their  way,  and  did  not  know  how  to  steer.  They  at  length  got  right  again; 
but  we  had  no  re.tson  to  rejoice  on  the  occasion,  for  the  caplatn  astonished  as 
all  by  su<!i!enly  quillmg  his  post,  and  uttering  the  most  lanieniable  ctits.  H« 
threw  his  tuiban  on  the  ihior,  tore  his  beard,  and  beat  his  head,  as  if  his  sessrs 
were  disiracic«l.  We  asked  what  had  o-asioned  these  signs  of  affliction.  *I 
am  obliged  to  announce  lo  you,"  said  he,  ''that  we  are  in  the  greatest  penl.  A 
rapid  current  carries  the  ship,  and  we  shall  all  peiish  in  less  than  a  quarter  of 
an  boor.  I'r^y  (^od  to  deliver  us  from  this  imminent  danger,  for  nointni  can 
save  us,  unless  I-te  takes  pity  on  u>.'*  He  then  gave  orders  for  setting  the  sails, 
but  the  ropes  broke  in  the  .ittempt,  and  the  ship,  without  a  p>DssibiIily  of  man- 
aging  It.  wns  dashed  by  the  current  against  the  foot  of  a  rock,  where  it  split  and 
went  to  piciTs.  Wr  had.  however,  tunc  to  take  precautions  for  our  safety,  and 
to  ducmbatk  our  provi:>ions,  as  well  as  the  moat  valuable  part  of  the  lading. 


Tke  fftstort  of  Sin.l^Oti  thi  Satlvr. 
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Tbi»  bcinf  dTcctcd.  (he  ca[>tain  said,  "  God's  will  be  done.    Here  wc  may  dig 

ir  £r4Ws  An4  bid  each  other  an  eternal  urcwcll ;  for  we  .trc  tn  so  desolate  a 

kplMc,  thai  no  one  who  ever  was  cost  on  ihii  ftliorc  returned  to  his  oMn  home.* 

This  i.[Mech  increased  our  ntilictiao,  and  wc  embraced  each  other  with  tcar»  id 

OCT  eyes,  deploring;  our  Mtctclicd  lite. 

The  mouDt^ui.  at  the  fo-ii  of  which  we  were.  lormctl  one  aule  of  a  large  and 

Joa|  taUnd.    Thi:»  coast  was  ci.ivcrcd  with  \\\c  nria-iint  of  vctseU  which  had  been 

tnvcked  on  it :  and  by  Ibe  inlitiity  of  b^nes  which  everywhere  met  the  c^  we 

««n  convinceil  ut  ihc  dcradful  cciiaiiuy  that  many  lives  had  been  lost  in  ilus 

j  «|iot.     It  I*  aJtnost  incredible  wh.M  -inrmiities  oi'  merchandise  of  every  »on  were 

tirrwed  upon  tlie  ihure.     All  i1  s  only  seived  to  increase  our  despair. 

In  evfr\  nthrr  {tan  ii  i4  '>•-.  .\  number  of  small  rivers  to  discharge 

ISbei)  I  <.'!  istiL'Jl.,  lirre  a  large  river  of  ftesh  wuer  takes 

I  c-  I  -•  along  the  t:oa&t  through  a  dark  c.Ave,  the  opcn> 

^  oi  wn.cn  Ii  cmi'jmciy  n.^ii  and  wide.    What  ia  most  remarkable  in  thts  pLtce 

'Wtlut  the  moimtain  is  composed  of  rubte>,  cr)'stals,  and  other  precious  stones. 

iHeiCf  too,  a  kind  of  pitcn,  or  bitutnen,  disttls  frn"  ■'  -  -     k  mtoihe  tern,  and  the 

ftsha  caUni;  it,  return  il  ngain  in  the  fonn  of  j  .vhich  the  wiVcs  leave 

^•O  the  Ahore.   The  );reatc>t  pan  of  lhoUcc»  .Hc  .o^>^  ■.  .....(.h  arc  equal  in  beauty 

[ivUlOMOf  Com;iri. 

To  .-omiilri,-  ihc  description  of  this  pbc*  wiu.-T)  may  be  termed  a  whirlpool, 
I  o.  :  .  retuink  from  ihcnce,  it  is  i  :  bat  a  ship  c.in  avoid  beinj; 

hin^  r,  if  It  comers  within  a  ccrta;..  .    If  a  sca-brecte  blows  that 

ittti  the  current,  there  is  no  remedy  ;  and  if  the  wind  comes  from  iand,  the 
[h  DOuDtain  impedes  ill  eftect  snd  causes  a  calm,  which  allows  the  current 
Ibrcc,  and  then  it  whirls  the  ship  ai^amst  the  coast,  and  dashes  it  to  pieces  as 
^joan  was.     Id  iddition  to  this,  itic  mounuin  is  so  steep  that  it  is  impossible  to 
reach  the  stimmit.  or,  in  f.ict,  ti»  escape  by  any  means. 

We  remainrd  on  the  shore  quite  liistractcd,  expecting  to  die;  We  had  divided 
,ouT  prottiions  equally,  so  that  each  individual  h\ed  morc  or  lets  time  accordii^ 
i|o  t)M  cunsuntption  he  made  of  his  portion. 

They  who  died  rit^t  were  interred  b)'  the  others,     t  bad  the  uftice  of  boi^'ing 
my  last  companion  -.  for,  besides  managing  what  provisions  were  allowed  me 
^^yriCt  mon  care  than  the  rest,  1  had  also  a  store,  wtijch  I  kept  concealed  from 
cocnnules.     Ncvertheles.s,  when  1  buried  the  last,  I  h;id  s<i  little  IcA,  that  1 
I  must  soon  follow  him.  so  that  I  du^  a  ^rave  and  resohed  lo  throw 
lytdf  into  It,  Since  no  one  remained  to  |>crforni  this  1-isl  dutv.     I  must  confess 
[ibat  whUu  I  was  ihui  employed,  I  could  nut  avoid  rcproacfiinf;  myself  as  the 
"  :  cause  of  ray  misfortune,  and  m05t  heartily  rc;x-ntcd  of  thii  last  voyage.    Nor 
<  I  astisncd  with  reproaches  only,  but  1  bit  my  hands  with  desp.iir,  and  bad 
riy  put  an  end  to  my  eKntcnce. 
Hui  Cod  still  h.t<l  iiiiv  un  tne.  and  inspired  me  with  the  thought  of  going  to 
nvrr  which  \  i  the  hoUow  of  the  cave.     I  examined  it  with  great  at- 

>a,  and  it  "  <<•  me  that^  as  the  livcr  ran  underground,  tt  must  in  Its 

come  out  lu  d.tytight  Again.    If  I  construct  a  raft,  thought  I ,  and  place 
lyaclf  oa  k,  the  current  of  the  waiter  may  perhaps  bring  mc  tu  «oine  inhabited 
:  tf  1  perish,  it  is  but  changing  the  manner  uf  my  death  ;  but  if,  on  the  con- 
■/t  ■  V^  ufely  out  o(  tht&  fatal  pLice,  1  shall  not  only  avoid  the  t-ruel  death 
whidl  my  companions  penshcd,  but  may  also  meet  with  some  frcih  oppor- 
'flf^cnnchin^  inysell.     Who  knoivk  that  fortune  docs  not  await  me  on  my 
out  of  tuts  Irightful  cavern,  to  recompense  me  for  all  the  losses  1  have 

I  wflcked  on  my  raft  with  fresh  vigour  after  these  reflections ;  I  made  it  of 
itksck  pieces  of  wood  and  t;tc;ti  cables,  of  which  ihtie  wjs  an  abundance  :  I  lied 
Ikca  doAcly  together^  and  formed  a  strong  vcitcl.     Wncn  it  was  comptotod,  1 
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placed  on  it  a  cargo  of  rubies,  emeralds  ambcrgns,  crystal,  and  also  some  gol 
Mid  silver  stuffs.     Having  placed  all  these  things  in  a  proper  etiuilibrium, 
fastened  them  lo  ilic  planks,  I  embarked  on  my  raft  with  two  liiilc  oars  whii 
provided  myself  with,  and  tiusttn^  to  the  current,  I  resigned  myself  to  the 
of  Cod. 

As  soon  as  I  was  under  ihe  ^-ault  of  the  cavern.  I  lost  the  Ii]*htof  day,  and  tbe 
ciutent  carried  me  on  without  my  being  able  to  discern  ita  course.  I  rowed  for 
some  days  m  this  obscurity  without  ever  perceiving  the  least  r^y  of  Ught.    Al  one 


ox  Till   KArX. 

(imc  the  vault  of  the  cavern  w.is  so  low  that  it  almost  knocked  my  head,  wfaidi 
rendered  me  very  attentive  to  avoid  the  danger  again.  Dunng  this  time  I  con- 
sumed no  more  of  my  provisions  than  was  al»oIutcly  necessary  to  5u<-tain  nature ; 
hut  however  fnigal  1  might  be,  1  consumed  them  all.  I  then  fell  into  a  sweet 
sleep,  I  ronnot  tell  whether  1  slept  long,  but  when  I  nwoke  1  w?^  surprised  to< 
tind  myself  in  an  open  countrj',  near  a  bank  of  the  ri^er,  to  which  xr ;  raft  n-as 
fi5tencd,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  large  concourse  of  blacks.  I  rcsr  »o  soon  as  I 
perceived  them,  and  saluted  them  ;  they  spoke  to  me,  but  i  could  not  understand 
their  language. 

At  thi«  moment  I  feh  so  transported  with  joy  that  I  could  scarcely  belie>*e  my* 
self  awake.  Ileing  at  length  convinced  that  it  was  not  a  dream,  I  exclaimed  id 
these  Arabic  words, "  Invoke  the  Almighty,  and  He  will  come  to  ih>  assistance ; 
thou  necdest  not  care  for  aught  besides.  Close  thine  eyes,  and  whiic  thou  siccpeit, 
Go<i  will  chanfTC  thy  fortune  from  bad  to  good'' 

One  of  the  blacks,  who  understood  Arabic,  having  heard  me  pronounce  these 
words,  advanced  towards  me,  and  spoke  as  follows :  "  Hruiher,"  taid  lie,  "be  dK 
Surprised  at  seeing  us ;  we  live  in  this  country,  and  wc  came  hither  to-day  to 
wjtcr  our  fields  from  this  river,  which  llows  from  the  neighbouring  mountain,  by 
cutting  canals  to  admit  a  passage  for  the  water, 

"*  W'e observed  th.il  the  current  bore  ^om^thing  along,  and  we  immediately  rma 
to  the  bank  to^ee  what  it  w.ts,  and  perceived  this  raft ;  one  of  us  instantly  swam 
lo  it,  and  conducted  it  to  shore.  We  fastened  it  as  you  sec,  .ind  were  waitic^ 
ioT  you  to  wake.  We  entreat  you  to  relate  to  us  your  history,  which  most  b> 
very  extraordinary' ;  tell  us  how  you  could  venture  on  this  river,  and  fmm  wlwnet 
you  come."  I  hr^t  requested  him  to  give  roe  some  food,  after  which  1  prtwniwil 
to  satisfy  their  curio!<ity. 

They  produced  se%'cral  kinds  of  meat,  and  when  I  had  saiisfi.'!!  mv  hunprr,  I 
related  to  Ihetn  all  that  h.id  happetietl  t<i  me,  which  they  .<,  a  \o 

with  great  admiiation.    As  soon  as  I  had  linistied  my  hisco.  .  tcter 
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coM  me  that  t  hod  astonished  Uicni  with  my  reliiion,  and  I  must  go  myMtf  to 
the  1tio{  lo  recount  my  adventures,  for  ihcy  were  of  too  cvtr.iordinary  a  nxturc 
to  be  repeated  by  any  one  but  by  him  to  whom  ihcy  had  happened  I  rcphed 
thai  I  wu  ready  to  do  anything  they  wished.  The  blacks  thm  sent  for  a  hor^c, 
■bkb  anivej  khortly  after  ;  they  placed  tnc  on  it,  and  whilst  some  walked  by 
my  side  to  kbow  me  Uic  way,  others  of  a  more  rubu'st  make  hauled  the  rafl  out 
of  tbc  water,  and  earned  tt  on  ihcir  shoulders,  witli  the  bales  of  rubies,  and  fol* 
lorwod  me. 

Vt'cvnU.  toKtthcr  to  the  city  of  Serendib.  for  this  was  the  name  of  the  island,  and 
thm  bbda  prcientcd  mo  to  their  kmg,  1  approached  his  throne  where  he  was 
Mated,  aad  ••iI't,-.!  l.im  as  it  is  usual  toaccos;  the  kings  of  India  :  that  is  tosar, 
I  proiimeti  Ills  feet  and  kisicd  the  earth.     The  t<rince  made  mc  rise, 

ami  Kccrvin..  i  an  aiTaUc  air,  he  placc>i  mc  by  his  siJe.      He  hr^i  asked 

meoyftune:  1  replied  that  1  nasollcd  SinJbad,  andsum.imcd  Ihc  Sailor.  Irom 
baviag  RiAde  several  voy^cs,  and  added  that  I  was  a  ctliicn  of  Bagdad.  "  Hut," 
rcfibeO  be,  "how  then  came  you  into  my  dominions?  from  whence  arc  yoa 
arrt*Tdr 

1  coooealed  nothing  from  the  king,  and  related  lo  him  what  )'ou  have  just 
beard :  be  wu  lo  pleued  with  it,  that  he  ordered  the  history  of  my  adventures 
to  be  VTttlen  in  Icacr*  of  gold,  that  it  mi;;ht  be  preserved  amonnst  ihe  achivcs 
of  hJs  kisfdam.  The  raft  was  then  produced,  and  the  bales  were  opened  in  his 
pRBCcc  dmired  the  oloc-wood  and  ambergris,  but.  above  aJl.  the  nibica 

aaA  c:-  '  he  had  none  in  bis  treasury  equal  to  them  in  \*alue. 

FeiLcivinj;  iimt  he  examined  my  precious  stones  with  pi  Mid  thai  he 

~  irpcatcdly  at  the  rarest  of  ibem,  I  prostrated  mysch  .and  took 

fibcrry  of  saying,  "  Sire,  not  only  my  person  i«  at  youi .s  but  the 

caiXD  of  my  ruft  also,  if  your  inajc^y  will  do  me  the  Honour  of  accepting  it,  and 
Aspottns  of  it  as  you  think  fit.''  He  smiled,  and  replied  that  he  did  not  desire 
anything  which  betoogcd  to  me,  for  as  ()od  had  given  it  roe.  I  ought  nut  to  be 
deprlnd  of  it ;  that  instead  of  diinmishing  my  nches,  he  ihould  add  to  them  ; 
aad  that  when  I  left  bis  dominions  I  should  carry  with  mr  proofs  of  his  hiMrrahly. 
I  coidd  only  reply  to  this  by  praying  for  his  prospcnty  and  by  praising  his  gene* 
raziy. 

lie  ordered  ooeof  his  officers  toauend  me,  and  gave  me  scnrants  to  wait  upon 
Bif  al  his  own  expense.  The  officers  faithfully  fulmhrd  the  charge  tbcy  were  en- 
traMod  with,  and  conveyed  all  the  bales  to  the  place  destined  for  my  lodging. 

1  wmt  every  day  at  certain  hours  to  pay  my  court  to  '.In:  king,  and  employed 
|]m  mt  of  the  time  in  Mditf  the  city,  and  whatever  was  most  worthy  of  my 
AtletttknL 

The  Island  of  Scrtndtb  is  situated  exactly-  under  the  equinoctial  line,  so  that 
tbc  days  and  nights  are  of  equal  length.  It  is  eighty  parasangs  (470  miles)  kuiid 
and  as  many  in  breadth.  The  principal  town  is  situated  at  ilie  extrcmiiv  of  a 
bcMtifol  vaP  —  ^  r— rd  byamounuin,  which  \%  in  the  middle  of  the  island,  ana 
siblcfc  b  by  :  iieat  in  the  world  ;  it  is  discernible  a:  sea  within  ihrec  days* 

Bsrifatkro  i^i  >:.  .^..iJies  and  manv  sorts  01  minerals  are  found  in  n,  and  most 
of  the  rocks  are  fonncdof  emery,  wfiich  is  a  son  of  metallic  stone  used  for  cutting 
precious  ilonrs. 

Ail  kinds  of  rare  and  curinu*  plants  and  trees,  particularlr  the  cedar  and  COC0a> 
tree,  grow  here  io  great  abundance,  and  there  arc  pearl  fisheries  on  the  coast,  at 
the  nsoath  of  the  nvers :  some  uf  its  valleys  al»)  produce  *'.:  I  made  a 

tIcvoCiona]  ir■llfnl"^  tj;i  ilir  mountain,  to  the  s|wt  where  Adj;  ;    ■•  cd  on  his 

banit'  :   4nd  1  had  the  curiosity  to  ascend  lo  the  summit. 

Wh  .    city.  I  enlrrAtcd  the  king  to  grant  me  (*enni«»ioft  to 

ratan  laiuv  a^vc  ounuy,  which  he  did  in  thr-  nin^i  obliging  antl  honourable 
■asMr,    He  cianpcUed  me  tu  receive  a  neb  present,  which  was  taken  fium  hU 


rjS 


The  Arabian  NigAts. 


ircasun'.  an<i  when  I  «Tnt  to  tike  my  leave,  he  deposited  in  my  care  aoother 
still  more  cunsidcrablc  than  the  first,  and  at  the  9.-inie  time  gave  me  a  lctT(>r  for 
[he  Comiiunder  of  tlic  Believers,  our  sovereign  lord,  s.iying^,  'Ml  .  pre- , 

sent  from  mc  ihi*  letter  and  this  present  to  the  C.iliph  lUroun  A  .   d  toi 

assure  him  of  my  friendship,*  I  took  the  present  and  the  letter  m  ;iii  [Dt  ^iLit 
respect,  and  promised  his  majesty  to  execute  the  orden  with  which  he  wupleaaedJ 
to  honour  me.  nith  the  greatest  punctualitv>  Before  I  embarked,  the  king  scan 
for  the  Ciiptim  and  the  merchants  with  whom  J  was  to  sail,  and  charged  tbeaj 
to  pay  me  nil  possible  attention. 

The  letter  of  the  King  of  Sercndib  iras  written  on  the  skin  of  a  ceruin  aninuil,  | 
hifihly  pnicd  in  that  country  on  account  of  its  rareness.     The  colour  of  it  ap' 
proaclK-5  to  yellow.   The  letter  itself  was  in  characters  of  azure,  and  It  coouined 
the  following  words  in  the  Indian  language: 

"  TAt  Ki/tii  ef  the  intHes,  wAa  is  pre^tdtd  fy  a  thousand  ett^kants,  wA*»  Ir 
in  a  palace,  tk*  rao/  of  which  gtHitrs  with  the  itittrt  o/ii  hnntirtii  Ik^mst 
rtibit-s,  <titii  -ifhi*  pt'iifucs  ia  his  treasury  tiventy  IhousaHd  cnnL'm,  tariihtiiwHtH 
dianumdi,  to  life  C-Utph  /i.uvi/n  AlntjihiJ, 

"Although  the  present  that  we  send  you  be  inconsiderable,  yet  receive  it 
brother  and  a  friend,  in  consideration  of  the  friendship  wc  hear  you  In  our  heartf  j 
and  which  we  feel  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of  testifying  to  vou.    Wc  aafci 
the  same  share  in  your  affections,  as  we  hope  we  deserve  it,  Kin^  of  a  rank  eqiuU 
III  that  which  you  hold.     We  salute  you  as  a  brother.     F.ircwcll.'" 

The  present  consisted,  first,  of  a  vase  made  of  otie  single  mby,  pierced  and 
worked  mto  a  cup  of  half  a  foot  in  height  and  an  inch  thick.  ^Iled  with  fine 
round  pearls,  all  weighing  half  a  dmchm  each ;  secondly,  the  skui  of  a  «  _ 
which  had  scales  as  large  as  a  common  piece  of  money,  the  peculiar  property' 
which  was  to  preserve  those  who  lay  on  it  from  all  disease;  thirdly,  fifty  X\ 
sand  drachms  of  the  most  exquisite  aloe-wood,  together  with  thirty  grains 
camphor  as  larve  .-\*  a  ptstachio-nut ;  .ind  lastly,  all  this  was  .nccompamed  by 
fcni:Uc  slave  of  the  most  enchanting  beauty,  ^^ hose  clothes  were  covered  with' 
jewels. 

The  ship  set  sail,  and  after  a  long  though  fortunate  voyage,  we  landed  M 
Balsora,  from  whence  I  returned  to  Hagdad.     The  first  thing  I  did  after  my 
rival  was  to  execute  the  commission  I  had  been  entrusted  with.    1  look  the  lcit< 
uf  the  King  of  Serendib,  and  presented  myself  at  the  gale  of  the  Commaot 
of  the  Faithful,  followed  by  the  beautiful   slave,  and  some  of  my  family,  wl 
earned  the  presents  which  had  been  committed  to  my  care.      I  mentioned  tha] 
reason  of  my  appcirance  there,  and  was  immcfliatcly  conducted  before  the  thror 
of  the  caliph.     I  prostrated  myself  at  hi-j  feet,  and  having  made  a  short  specc) 
gave  him  the  letter  and  the  present.     When  he  h.id  read  the  contents,  he  it 
quired  of  me  whether  it  was  true  that  the  King  of  Sercndib  was  as  iich 
jwwcrful  :ii  he  reported  himself  to  be  in  his  letter.     I  prostrated  myself  • 
time,  and  when  I  arose,  "  Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  said   I,  "  I  can  assuri?~ 
your  majesty  that  he  does  not  eitaggerale  his  riches  and  grandeur ;  I  hivc  been 
witness  to  iL     Nothing  can  evcite  greater  admiration  th.m  the  magoiticcnce  of 
his  p.tlace.     When  this  prince  wi:hi.-s  to  appear  in  public,  a  throne  is  prepare^ 
for  him  on  the  back  of  an  elephant ;  on  this  he  sits,  and  proceeds  tietwecn  tw^ 
lileSt  composed  of  his  ministers,  favouritci,  and  others  belonging  to  the  court. 
Kefore  him,  on  the  same  elephant,  sit*  an  officer  with  a  golden  lance  in  his  hand, 
and  behind  ihe  throne  another  stands  with  a  pillar  of  gold,  on  the  top  of  whi< 
is  placed  an  emoraM  about  half  a  foot  long  and  an  inch  thick,     lie  i^  pre 
by  a  guard  of  a  thousand  men  habited  in  fUk  and  gold  Btun's,  and  mounied  oo 
wphants  richly  capnsoned. 
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•*Wbne  the  king  is  0:1  hi*  march,  the  officer,  who  sits  before  him  on  ihfi 
M,  from  tinic  to  time  cries  with  a  loutl  voicc^ '  This  la  the  ({rcu  monaicti* 
^'po«erful  and  trcmenOous  Suluui  of  the  Indies,  whoM  palace  u  co\-crcd  with 
ahiindreil  thou^nm}  nilix*^.  ax\A  who  po^ses^cs  tweniv  thousand  diamond  crowni. 
Tllbblbr'  '   h,  greater  than  ever  WU5  Sohma  01  the  jjrcat  ^!ihraK6.* 

•*  After  !'  '  tl  these  words,  the  ofTicet  who  is  behind  tlic  throne, 

in  his  turn. "  1 1  it  .ind  [Mwcrful,  must  die,  mutt 

,  matt  die.'  Thctr  i  to  Dim  who  Uves  and  diet  not.' 

'TTie  King  of  Serc:ii  lu  is  ...  jn.i.  i!i.\i  umt;  are  no  Judges  in  '  '  '  il,  nor 

_  .  aojr  other  pan  of  hi&  doininion:« ;  his  people  do  not  want  any.  /  and 

'^fehaervc  with  exactness  the  true  principles  of  justice,  and  never  di^.m  im-hi  their 
dwr ;  therefore,  triburuils  .ind  mapstratcs  would  be  uwrleis  amonKM  thctn." 

Tbc  ckHph  wu  sattslicd  » ith  mv  discourse,  and  sitid, "  The  wiMlrmi  of  ihts  kine 
Kppe&n  to  his  tetter:  and  attcr  wh.it  you  h^ivc  lotd  me  I  must  confess  th^t  such 
wta«kKn  is  worthy  of  such  subjects,  .tnd  such  »uhjccts  worthy  of  it."  At  these 
be  dumtsscd  me  with  a  rich  present. 

Sindbad  here  finished  his  discourse,  and  his  visitors  retired  ;  but  Hindbad,  as 
received  his  hundred  sequins.     They  returned  the  following  d.iy,  and 
began  the  relation  of  hu  seventh  and  last  voyage  in  these  tenns: 

TUK  SCVCNTH  AXD  LAST  VQVACE  OP  5I9CDBAD  THE  SAILOK. 


|N  my  rttoni  from  my  sixth  voyage,  I  absolutely  rcUnqulshctS  all 
thoughts  of  e\'cr  venturinfc  again  on  the  seas.     1  was  now  Arrived 
at  an  age  which  required  rest;  and,  besides  thi«,  I  had  sworn 
never  more  to  expose  myself  to  the  perils  I  had  so  often  experi- 
enced.    I  prepared,  thert-fore,  to  enjoy  my  life  in  quiet  and  repose. 

One  d>iy,  when  I  was  rci:Ahng  a  number  of  friends,  one  of  my  servants 
came  to  tell  me  that  an  officer  of  the  caliph  wanted  to  speak  to  roe.    1 
got  up  from  table  and  went  to  him.   "  The  cjliph,"  said  he,  **  has  ordered 
me  to  acquaint  you  that  he  wishes  to  see  vou."     I  followed  the  officer 
iccand  he  prrsciiii-d  me  to  the  prince,  whom  I  s.iluted  by  prostrating 
''at  his  feet.  "  said  he.  "  I  am  in  want  of  you :  you  must  do 

la  service,  and  {<>  1  le  to  the  King  of  Screndib  with  my  answer  and 

r,«rtscBU:  it  it  hut  tight  that  i  should  make  him  a  proper  reium  for  the  civihty 
'W  has  shown  me.' 

'X\A%  order  of  the  caliph  was  a  thundcrboU  to  n>e.     "  Commander  of  the 
Faithful,*  replied  I, '*  I  .im  ready  to  execute  anvihing  that  your  mijcsty  may 
^^csire;  but  I  humbly  entreat  you  to  consider  Inat  I  am  worn  down  with  the 
taaapcakable  fabgues  I  ha^'c  undergone  -    I  h.-ivr  e^'cn  rnxdc  n  vow  never  to  leave 
UMdad.'     I  then  took  occasion  to  t.i|t  of  ni>  adventures, 

wUcfa  be  had  the  p.iticnL-r-  to  li«Tcn  t  i  I  had  dtmr  t[<aking, 

**  1  csafcu^"  said  he,  "  tliat  ihrsc.itr  r\ii.inr.im.-iry  aii\  i-niurcs;  nrvcrltidcss,  they 
Raul  not  prevent  you  making  the  voya^ic  [  propose,  for  my  sake ;  11  u  only  to 
■kt  IsHnd  of  Serrndib:   execute  the  coramission  I  entrust  you  with,  and  then 

r«  viD  be  at  liberty  to  return.     But  vou  must  go,  fur  you  must  be  sensible  that 
wqnld  be  highly  indecorous,  as  well  as  derogatory  to  my  dignity,  to  be  under 
*bl]gatkins  to  the  king  of  thai  island.* 

As  I  plainly  saw  that  the  caliph  had  resolved  on  my  going.  I  signtfted  to  him 
tlttt  t  ms  ready  to  obey  his  commands.  He  seemed  much  pleased,  and  ordered 
BM  a  tlwaMfld  seqains  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  voyage. 

Ib  a  few  days  I  was  orepared  for  my  departure ;  ana  as  soon  as  1  had  received 
1^  prcseau  ol  the  caiiph,  together  with  a  letter  written  with  his  own  hand,  1 


I40 


The  Arabian  IvlgfUs. 


set  ofT  and  took  the  route  of  Balsora,  from  whence  I  embarlced.  After  x  pleaiant 
voya);c,  I  arrived  at  the  island  of  S?rendib.  1  immediately  acquainted  the 
mtnjitcrs  with  the  commission  I  was  come  upon,  and  begged  them  to  procure 
me  an  audience  as  soon  as  possible.  They  did  not  fail  to  attend  to  my  wishes, 
and  conducted  mc  to  the  palace.  I  saluted  the  king  by  prostrating  myself 
according  to  the  usual  custom. 

This  prince  immediately  recollected  me,  and  evinced  great  joy  at  my  return. 
"  Welcome,  Sindbad,"  said  he  ;  "  I  assure  you  I  have  often  thought  of  you  since 
your  departure.  Blessed  be  this  day,  in  which  I  see  you  again."  I  returned  the 
compliment,  and  after  thanking  him  for  his  kindness,  I  delivered  the  letter  and 
present  of  the  caliph,  which  be  received  with  every  mark  of  satisfaction  and 
pleasure. 

The  caliph  sent  him  a  complete  bed  of  gold  tissue,  estimated  at  a  thousand 
sc*(uins,  fifty  robes  of  a  T.-cry  rich  stuff,  a  hundred  more  of  while  linen,  the  fin<:st 
that  could  be  procured  from  Cairo,  Suez,  Cufa,  and  Alexandria  ;  another  bod  of 
crimson,  alw  .inother  of  a  different  m.ike;  a  vase  of  agate,  greater  in  width  thaa 
in  depth,  of  the  thickness  of  a  tinger  ;  on  (he  sides  there  was  scitlptutet.1  in  bas- 
rchef  .1  man  kneeling;  on  the  j^round,  and  in  his  hand  a  bow  and  arrow,  with 
which  he  was  going  to  let  ily  at  a  Hon.  iJcsidcs  these,  he  sent  him  a  richly- 
ornamented  table,  which  was  supposed  from  tradition  to  have  belonged  to  the 
great  .Salomon.    The  letter  of  the  caliph  was  wnttcn  in  these  terms : 

"  GreettHg  tn  the  name  of  the  Sovereign  CiHidi  of  tht  ry^ht  rvad.  ty  ike  fwwerfmi 
and  hiippy  iuU,in,  from  Abdalla  /Ltroun  Atrauliid,  tchom  Cod  hath  ut  in  tkt 
plau  of  hanour,  after  his  ancestors  of  happy  numory. 

"  We  have  received  your  letter  with  joy,  and  we  send  you  this  reply,  dictated 
by  the  council  of  our  Porte,  the  garden  of  superior  wits  We  hope  that  when 
you  look  upon  it  vou  will  perceive  our  good  intention,  and  think  it  agreeable. 
Adieu." 

The  King  of  Sercndib  was  rejoiced  to  find  that  the  caliph  returned  a  testitnany 
of  his  friendship.  Soon  after  this  audience  I  rc(|uestcd  another  to  t.ike  my  Iea%-e, 
which  1  had  some  difhculty  to  obtain.  At  len>^h  I  succeeded,  and  the  king,  at 
mydcparturc,orderedmeavcr>' handsome  present.  1  re-embarked  immediately, 
intending  to  return  to  Bagdad,  but  had  not  the  good  fortimc  to  arrive  as  scxra  as 
1  expected,  for  God  had  disposed  it  otherwise. 

Three  or  four  days  after  we  had  set  sail,  we  were  attacked  by  corsairs,  w!»o 
easily  made  themselves  mastersof  our  vessel,  as  we  were  not  in  a  state  fordefetice. 
Some  persons  in  the  ^hin  attempted  to  make  resistance,  but  it  cost  them  tb«tr 
lives,  I  and  .til  those  who  had  the  prudence  nat  to  oppose  the  intention  of  thtf 
corsairs  were  made  slaves.  After  they  had  strippedus,  and  S'lbstitutedolddotbes 
for  onr  own.  they  bent  their  course  towards  a  lai^  island  at  a  very  great  dutaace, 
where  they  sold  us. 

I  was  purchased  by  a  rich  merchant,  nho  conducted  me  to  his  house,  j^vc  me 
food  to  eat,  and  clothed  me  as  a  slave.  Some  days  after,  as  he  was  not  w^ 
informed  wlio  I  was,  he  asked  roe  if  I  knew  any  trade.  I  replied  that  I  was  not 
an  artisan,  but  a  merchant  by  profession,  and  that  the  corsairs  who  had  sold  mc 
had  taken  from  me  all  i  was  possessed  of.  "  But  lell  me."  said  he.  "do  yoo  think 
you  could  shoot  with  a  bow  and  arrow  ? "  I  replied  that  it  had  been  one  of  my 
youth^l  sports,  and  that  I  had  not  entirely  forgotten  how  lo  use  it.  He  then  gav« 
me  a  bow  and  some  ."utou'S,  and  m.iking  me  mount  behind  him  on  an  elephant, 
he  took  me  to  a  vast  forest  at  the  distance  of  some  hours'  joume)*  from  the  city. 
We  went  a  Kr^^at  w.iy  in  it,  and  when  he  came  to  a  spot  where  he  wished  to  stop, 
he  made  me  alight  Then  showing  me  a  large  tree.  "  Get  up  in  that  tree,"  sud 
he,  "  and  shoot  at  the  elcphaiiu  ttut  will  pass  under  it,  for  tttere  is  a  ptodfcioos 
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in  this  forest :  ifotif  should  fall,  cwne  ai\d  acquaint  me  of  it*  Havtnt; 
IkU.  he  left  me  sorac  provisions  and  returned  to  the  city  :  1  remained  in  the 
on  the  watch,  the  whole  night. 

I  ittd  not  perceive  a»y  duTing  that  time ;  but  the  next  day,  as  soon  as  the  sun 
M  arisen,  a  great  number  mule  their  appearance.  I  shot  many  arrows  at  thetn. 
Wdxt  ta«  one  fell  The  others  immediately  retired,  and  left  mc  at  liberty  to 
lend  inform  my  nusterof  the  success  I  had  met  with.  To  reu-ard  mc  for  this 
Md  iotdUgence,  he  regaled  me  with  an  excellent  repast,  and  praised  my  address. 
wetho)  retmiticd  together  to  the  forest,  where  we  dug  a  pit  to  bury  the  elephant 
I  kad  killed.  It  wai  my  master's  intention  to  let  it  rot  in  the  earth,  and  then  to 
ts^ posiessioQ  of  its  teeth  for  commerce. 

Ittttlinaed  this  occupation  for  two  months,  and  not  a  day  passed  in  which  I 
jJMI  bll  an  elephant.  I  did  not  always  place  myself  on  the  same  tree  :  somc- 
^ittti  I  ascended  one,  sometimes  another.  One  morning,  when  1  was  waiting 
AxtKBc  elephants  to  pass,  1  perceived,  to  my  great  astonishment,  that  instead 
of  banrdng  the  forest  as  usual,  they  stopped  and  came  towards  me  with  a  ter- 
nUcMiiie.  and  in  such  numbers  that  the  ground  was  covered  with  them,  and 
^'■ibled  under  their  footsteps.  They  approached  ihe  tree  where  I  was  placed, 
■si  nnoundcd  it  with  their  trunks  extended,  having  their  eyes  all  fixed  upon 
•t  At  ihi«  surprising  spectacle  I  remained  motionless,  and  so  a(;it;Ucd  by  fright 
Wlnnf  bow  and  arrows  fell  from  my  hands. 

Myfcar?  were  not  groundless.  After  the  elephants  had  viewed  me  for  some 
•to^one  o\  the  largest  twisted  his  trunk  round  the  body  of  the  tree,  .and  shook 
'•jfcwmuch  violence  that  he  tore  it  up  by  Ihe  roots,  and  threw  it  on  the  ground. 
I  M  with  the  tree  ;  but  the  animal  took  mc  up  with  his  trunk,  and  placed  me 
<*bl  kbouklcTB.  where  I  remained  more  dead  than  alive.  He  put  himself  at 
**'h«*d  of  his  companions,  who  followed  him  in  a  troop,  and  carried  mc  to  a 
yw  •*<?«,  having  set  nie  down,  he  and  the  rest  retired.  Conceive  my  situation  ! 
*^«ght  tt  a  dream.    At  length,  having  been  seated  some  time,  and  seeing  no 
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other  elephants,  I  rose,  and  perceived  ihai  I  was  on  a  little  hill  of  some  breadth, 
entirely  covered  n-ith  bones  and  tecih  of  e'lcphAnts.     This  sight  filled  my  mind 
with  a  \-:Lriety  of  rcAeclions.     I  admired  the  instinct  of  tbes«  animals,  and  did 
not  doubt  that  this  was  their  cemetery  or  place  o[  burial,  and  that  they  h.ut{ 
brought  nic  hither  to  »how  it  mc,  that  I  mi;;lit  dciist  from  destroying  them,  as  I 
did  it  merely  for  the  sake  of  posscssin)^  tlicir  (ccth.     1  did  not  stay  long  on  thaj 
hill,  but  turned  my  steps  tonarda  the  city,  and  having  walked  aday  and  a  ni^ht, 
at  last  arrived  at  my  master's.     I  did  not  meet  any  elephants  in  my  way,  whkh 
plainly  evinced  that  they  had  entered  farther  into  the  forest.  Lu  leave  mc  an 
unobstrucieil  pas&age  from  ihe  hill. 
As  soon  as  my  master  saw  me,  "Ah,  poor  Sindbad  1 "  exclaimed  he,"  I  was  la 

f>ain  to  know  what  could  have  become  of  you.     I  have  been  to  the  forest,  and  \ 
ound  a  tree  newly  torn  up  by  the  roots,  and  a  bow  and  arrows  on  the  i^roiiadt  i 
after  having  sought  you  cvcn.-whcrc  m  vain,  1  despaired  of  ever  seeing  you  again,  j 
Pray  relate  lo  mc  wliai  has  happened  to  you,  and  by  wlut  happy  chance  yoa 
are  stUl  alive."     I  ^itistled  his  curiosity,  and  the  futlowing  day,  having  accDnt* 
panted  mc  to  the  hill,  he  was  with  great  joy  convinced  of  the  truth  of  my  hiitonr* 
We  loatled  the  elephant  on  which  we  had  come  with  as  many  teeth  as  he  coutdj 
carry,  and  when  we  returned  he  thus  addn*sse<l  me :  "  Brother — for  [  will  n9  ] 
k>nger  treat   you  as  a  slave,  after  the  discover)'  you   have  imparted   to 
and  which  cannot  fail  to  cnnch  me — may  God  pour  on  you  all  sorts  of  bicssi 
and  prosperity  !    llcforc  Him  1  give  you  your  liberty.    I  had  concealed  from  y< 
what  1  am  now  going  lo  relate.    The  elcpliants  of  our  forest  destroy  annually] 
an  infinite  number  of  slaves,  whom  we  send  in  search  of  ivory.   Whatever  advice! 
we  give  them,  they  are  sure,  sooner  or  later,  to  lose  their  lives  by  the  wiles  aC| 
these  animals.     God  has  deli%'ered  you  from  their  furv',  and  has  conferred  thii| 
mercy  on  you  alone.    It  is  a  sign  that  He  cherishes  you,  and  that  He  wants 
in  the  world  to  be  of  use  to  mankind.     Vou  have  procured  me  a  surprislnc  a 
vantage:  we  have  not  hitherto  been  able  to  get  ivory  without  risking  the li* 
of  our  sLivcs,  and  now  our  whole  city  wilt  be  enriched  by  your  means.     Do  I 
suppose  that  I  think  I  have  sufficiently  recompensed  you  bj-  giving  you 
liberty;  I  intend  to  add  to  it  considerable  presents.     I  might  engage  the  wt 
city  to  join  and  make  your  fortune ;  but  that  is  an  honour  I  wtU  enjoy  aloob^ 

To  this  obli^^n^  discourse  I   answered,  "  M.istci,  Goti  prescr\'e  jrott. 
liberty  you  grant  mc  .icquits  you  of  all  obligation  towards  me,  and  the  only 
cooipense  I  desire  lor  the  service  I  have  have  had  the  ;;ood  fortune  to  pre 
for  you  and  Ihc  inhabitants  of  your  city  is  permission  to  return  to  my  country.' 
"  Well."  resumed  he,  ■*  the  monsoon  will  soon  bring  us  vessels,  which  conke  10 
laden  with  ivor>':  I  wiil  then  send  you  nwAV  with  a  sulTicicncy  lo  pay  \ovt 
penscs  home."    1  again  llianked  him  for  the  (iNcrty  he  liad  givt-n  me  and  for 
goodwill  he  showed  me.      I  remained  vvith  him  till  the  season  for  the  raoiksoai 
during  which  we  made  frequent  excursions  to  the  hill,  and  6Ued  his 
with  ivory.     All  the  other  merchants  in  the  city  did  the  same,  for  il  did  not 
remain  a  secret. 

The  ships  at  length  arrived,  and  my  master  having  chosen  that  in  which  I  wa« 
to  embark,  loaded  it  with  ivory,  half  oi  which  was  on  my  own  account.     He  '  ' 
not  omit  an  .'kbundance  of  provisions  for  my  V()y.ice,  and  he  obliged  toe  to  ace 
•otne  rare  curiosities  of  thnt  countr)'  bc.-)ides.    Alter  I  had  thanked  htm  as  nw 
u  pouible  for  all  the  obligations  he  htd  conferred  an  me.  I  embarked.   We 
Mil,  and  as  the  adventure  wtiich  had  procured  me  liberty  was  vcr>'  cxmonUnary*  j 
was  always  on  my  mind. 

W'c  touched  at  j^vltjI  island*  to  procure  r-  ' 
sailed  fruiii  a  port  of  the  Indian  Terra  I'lrtn.i.  tv 
ful  of  tliu  dangers  of  the  sea  to  B-ilsoia,  1  Un<it  u 
nte,  and  rcioKed  lo  continue  my  journey  by  Und. 


fesi 


!        '^     Our  vessel  ba' 

<?  to  land ;  and, 
iiitr  K.'iy  which  bdoGCcd 
I  fold  my  share  of  the 


loraUrse  sum  of  monc>%  and  purchased  a  variety  of  curious  tilings  for  presenU. 
Vktica  1  w*M  ciiuippc'J.  1  jomctl  a  caravan  of  nicrchanu.  I  rcmnincd  a  lun^  tunc 
on  ttw  mad,  .miaI  ^uifcrvd  a  grcitt  deal;  but  1  bore  atl  with  (Miticnc^*  when  1  re- 
Aedcd  IImS  I  bad  ncithcf  tempests  nor  corsairs,  serpents,  nor  ^ay  other  peril 
Ihal  I  bad  before  cncouniercd,  to  fear. 

AH  llww  fatiKups  bring  At  last  concluded,  I  arrived  happily  at  Bagdad.  I 
west  imi«e«Ii  ■■'■'■  unKniM  myself  to  the  calipli,  attd  ^ve  him  an  accotmt 
of  njr  cmb^-  (Tiiicc  told  me  ihat  tny  long  absence  had  occasioned  bun 

MM  ■neaainc^t,  um  ttut  he  had  always  hopctl  that  (kkI  would  ivoi  fonake  tnc 

WbMi  I  trUted  the  adventure  of  (he  elephants  be  appeared  much  surprised. 

'  wooU  Karcely  have  believed  it  hod  not  my  sincerity  been  n-ell  knumi  to 
He  ibought  this,  as  well  m  the  otbrr  histories  I  tiad  detailed  to  him*  so 
that  be  ordered  one  of  his  secretaries  to  wriic  i'  ■"  l.-it--i-x  .,f  .-.il.!  to  be 
uCMJiud  hi  hu  treasury.  1  rctirvd  well  ^itDticd  with 
moccklared  on  mc.  anil  have  ^ince  icbigned  niyscli  - 
rebtiou»  and  fiiendt. 


iiiri 
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Siadbail  ihui  concluded  (he  rccitil  of  hit  seventh  and  last  voyage;  aod 
midnanint  himself  in  Ilindluul,  "Well,  my  friend,"  added  he,  "  ba>-c  yuu  c%-cr 
baud  of  one  who  has  suffered  more  than  I  have,  or  been  in  so  aiany  tr}inK 
attatioas?  Is  it  nut  just  that,  after  «o  many  Uoublcs,  I  should  enjoy  an  azrcc- 
abla  aad  qniet  Ufa?"  As  be  fintslied  tbctc  words,  Hiiklb^  approached  him, 
knaed  bb  baod,  and  satd, "  1  mutt  confeic,  sir,  lhat  you  h.ivc  mcounicred 
fri^Kfal  peril>:  my  afflictions  are  not  tobccomp-tred  with  >i>ur^  If  1  lecl  Ihein 
betvily  at  the  time  i  sulTer  them,  1  console  myself  with  the  small  pralit  which 
Ihay  pradnce.  Yau  not  only  deserve  a  quiet  lite,  hot  are  worthy  of  all  the  riches 
yea  paancn,  tincc  you  make  so  food  a  use  of  them,  and  arc  so  generous.  May 
yvD  coaOnec  to  live  b«|iplly  tiU  the  boor  of  your  death." 

Siikdhad  oidcfcd  hira  to  have  another  hundred  sequins;  he  admitted  him  to 
bii  friendabtp,  told  hin  to  qoii  the  profession  of  a  porter,  and  to  continue  to  cat 
at  bit  tabic;  [or  that  he  ibould  all  bis  Ule  have  reason  to  remember  bindbad  the 
SaOoc; 


THE  THREE  APPtES. 

IRE  fsaid  Scheberaud^)  1  have  already  had  the  honour 
of  leLuing  to  your  maicMv  one  ramble  which  the  Caliph 
liaroun  Alraschid  tooK  horn  hit  palace.  I  will  now  tell 
you  of  anolhcr. 

One  day  this  prince  desired  bit  trrnnd  vtritr  Cjiafar  to 
be  with  him  the  following  cvenioff.     "  i  ''1  he,  "to 

T»it  all  parts  of  the  city,  and  maJce  m%  mird  with 

thcopinioot  generally  !         '  If 

there  be  any  who  an  detervpi  ir^e 

ihcin,  and  place  othen  in  thnr   ■niMiKku,  ^  rm  v,  n,  {rcn  irm  thctr 
duty  more  tuccctsAJIy.     If,  on  the  contrary,  therv  be  any  who  are 
piatsed.  w«  wUI  reward  them  according  to  thar  dctnts."    The 
naad  vUier  bavins  repaired  to  the  palace  at  Ihc  appointed  time. 
Ube  caliph,  himself,  aiuj  Mcsrour,  tlic  chief  of  the  cunudia,  db- 
Kui»eil  themselves,  that  they  might  not  be  koown.  and  set  out 
together. 
Tier  paMed  thinutih  tewral  tqnarca  and  many  market'plBces,  and  comtnc 
I  a  mmU  street,  ihcy  pcrrctved  by  tl'e  liglit  of  the  moon  a  man  with  a  white 
bandtaad  of  tall  stature  carryin>c  nets  on  his  head.     He  lud  on  hit  ann  a 
baAd  made  of  pabn-lcavcs,  and  in  hn  hand  a  itick.    "  To  tee  this  okl  man,* 
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said  the  calipl),  "one  would  not  suppose  htm  rich  :  let  us  address  him,  and  aak 
him  the  slate  of  his  fortune."  "Good  man,"  said  the  viiicr,  "what  an  tboa?* 
"  My  lord,"  replied  the  old  man,  "  I  am  a  fisherinaii,  but  the  poorest  and  bkmc 
tniscrable  of  my  trade.  I  went  out  .tt  noon  to  go  nnd  fish,  and  from  that  tine 
till  now  I  h.ive  t.-ik<^n  nothing.  And  yet  I  have  a  wife  and  jroung  childrtn,  bat 
have  not  siifiiricnt  means  of  supporting  them.' 

The  caliph,  tuuched  uith  comp-ission,  said  to  the  fisherman,  "Should  jrou  have 
courage  to  return  and  throw  your  nets  once  more  ?  \Vc  will  give  you  a  hundred 
sequins  for  what  you  brinj;  us."  The  hshcrman,  taking  the  caljph  at  hn  wrord, 
and  forgetting  aU  the  iratiblcs  of  the  past  day,  returned  towards  the  Tigfil,  tn 
company  with  him.  Giafar,  and  Mcsrour,  saying  lo  himself,  *'  These  ^ntScmen 
appear  too  civil  and  too  reasonable  not  to  recompense  ine  for  my  pains  ;  and 
even  should  they  give  me  only  a  hundredth  part  of  what  lliey  promise  me,  U 
will  still  be  a  great  sum  for  me." 

They  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  the  fisherman,  having  thrown  hH 
rets,  dtew  out  a  case,  well  closed  and  very  hca\-y.  The  caliph  iimnedlatcly 
dered  ihc  vizier  to  count  him  his  hundred  sequins,  and  dischar^^ed  him.  M 
took  the  case  on  his  shoulders  by  order  of  his  master,  who  in  his  cturiofitjr  to 
know  what  It  could  contain,  returned  immediately  to  the  palace.  The  caw  bcins 
opened,  they  found  a  large  basket  made  of  palm-leaves,  and  sewn  at  the  opcaii>f 
with  a  bit  of  red  worsted.  To  satisfy  the  impatience  of  the  caliph,  they  cot  the 
worsted  with  a  knife,  and  drew  out  of  the  basket  a  packet,  wrapped  in  a  piece  of 
old  carpet,  and  tied  with  cord.  The  cord  being  untied  and  the  packet  undone, 
to  their  horror  they  perceived  the  body  of  a  young  Indy,  white  as  molten  lilvec 
and  cut  into  pieces.  The  caliph's  astonishment  at  this  dismal  spectacle  cumoC 
be  described  ;  but  his  surprise  wa?  instantly  changed  to  angcr.and  casting  a  Carious 
look  at  the  vizier,  "  Thou  dog  !"  cried  he,  **  is  this  the  way  thou  dost  inspect  the 
actions  of  my  people  ?  Assassinations  are  committed  with  impunity  under  tbjr 
administration,  and  my  subjects  are  thrown  into  the  Tigris,  that  they  may  rise  in 
vengeance  agiinst  mc  on  the  Day  of  Judgment.  If  you  do  not  speedily  revcftcc 
the  death  of  this  woman  by  the  execution  of  her  murderer,  I  swear  by  the  Ikmv 
name  of  God  that  1  will  have  you  hanged,  together  with  forty  of  your  rotations.^ 
"  Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  replied  the  grand  vizier,  *'  1  entreat  your  majesty 
to  grant  me  time  to  make  proper  inquiries."  *'  J  gi*-e  you  three  days,"  returned 
the  caliph  ;  "take  care  of  yourself." 

The  vizier  Giafar  returned  home  in  the  greatest  confusion.    "Alas I*  thoiifhl 
be.  "how  is  it  possible  for  mc,  in  so  large  and  vast  a  city  as  Bagdad,  todtscovtTj 
a  murderer,  who  no  doubt  has  committed  this  crime  secretly  and  without 
ness,  and  has  now  in  all  probability  ilcd  from  the  city  ?    Another  in  my  p 
might  perhaps  take  any  wretch  out  of  prison,  and  have  him  executed,  to  nati 
the  caliph ;  but  I  wilt  not  charge  my  conscience  with  such  a  deed:  1  will  rar' 
die  than  save  my  life  on  such  terras." 

He  ordered  the  oflicers  of  police  and  justice  who  were  under  his  command 
make  a  strict  search  for  the  criminal.     The>'  not  only  sent  out  their  drpendan 
but  wen:  themselves  on  this  atl'air.  which  w.is  no  less  interesting  to  them  than 
the  vizier.    But  oil  their  diligence  was  fruitless :  they  could  di»cuvcr  no  traces 
which  to  apprehend  the  perpetrator  of  the  murder,  and  the  vizier  concluded 
his  death  was  inevitable  witnout  the  interference  of  Heaven. 

On  the  third  day  an  ofTicer  of  the  sult.in's  came  to  the  house  of  this  ndkapp^ 
minister  and  summoned  him  to  follow.  The  vi/ler  obeyed,  and  the  cahpb  baving 
inquired  of  him  for  the  murderer,  he  replied,  with  tears  in  his  eyes, "  O  Commander 
of  the  Faithful,  I  have  found  no  one  who  could  give  me  any  tnteihgence  con* 
ccrning  him."  The  cahph  reproached  him  in  the  most  angry  terms,  and  cAcn* 
mandcd  him  to  be  h-inged  before  (he  gates  of  the  palace,  together  w«b  forty  of 
Ibc  BariDectdcrs  [a  noble  family  of  P«iian  origin}. 
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[Whilst  they  were  preparing  the  gibbets,  and  the  officers  went  to  seize  the  forty 

secidcs  Bt  their  diftercnt  houses,  a  public  crier  was  ordered  by  the  caliph  to 

im  in  .ill  the  quarters  of  the  cily  ihnt,  *'  Whoever  wished  to  have  the  satis- 

of  seeing  the  grand  vizier  Giafar  and  forty  of  his  family,  the  Barmecides, 

iMtted,  was  to  repair  to  the  square  before  the  pahce." 

Wbco  o-crylhing  was  ready,  the  criminal  jud(je  and  a  great  number  of  attcn- 
iws  and  giiards  belonging  to  the  palace,  conducted  the  grand  vi^icr,  together 
*iAdw  forty  Barmecides,  each  under  the  gibbet  that  was  destined  for  him,  and 
ffed  the  cord  round  his  neck  by  which  they  were  to  be  elevated.    The  people 
»fco  crowded  the  5qo.ire  could  not  be  present  at  such  a  spectacle  without  feeling 
fitruKl  shedding  icars  ;  for  the  vi/ier  Giafar  and  his  rcl.ilions,  the  Ilarmecides, 
^JBUUKb  beloved  for  their  probity,  liber-ility,  and  di<s inter estedness,  not  only 
^^^^Hfad,  bm  throt^bout  the  whole  empire  of  the  caliph. 
^^^^HiythuK  was  ready  for  this  barbarous  execution,  when  a  youn^  man  of 
^^^■Mlf  appearance  nnd  welt  dressed  pressed  through  the  crowd  till  he  reached 
^Visnand  vitter  ;  having  kissed  his  hand,  "  Sovereign  vi/icr,"  said  he,  address- 
ee Gikfar,  "  chief  of  the  emirs  of  this  court,  the  refuge  of  the  poor,  you  are  not 
PwlT  of  the  crime  for  which  you  are  going  to  suffer.    Let  roc,  therefore,  expiate 
tac  death  of  the  Udy  who  was  thrown  into  the  Tigris,  for  I  am  her  murderer, 
>Ad  I  alone  ought  to  be  punished." 

Dopite  his  joy,  the  vmcr  nevertheless  felt  pity  for  a  youth  whose  countenance, 
fefrwi  eipressing  guilt,  had  something  engaging  in  it ;  he  was  going  to  reply, 
■fcomall  man,  of  an  advanced  age,  havirg  also  pushed  through  the  crowd,  came 
^  nd  ttid  to  the  viiicr, "  My  lord,  do  not  believe  what  thi&  young  man  says  to 
fo^  I  wu  the  only  person  that  killed  the  lady :  I  only  am  to  be  punished.  In 
^  BUne  <rf  Cod,  I  conjure  you  not  to  confuse  the  innocent  with  the  guilty." 
'MylQrf,"intemjp!ed  the  young  man,  addressing  himself  to  the  vi^ter,"l  assure 
?M  that  it  was  I  who  commiued  this  wicked  action,  and  that  no  jierson  in  the 
•*dd  ta  my  accomplice."  *'  .-Uiis  !  my  son."  replied  the  old  man,  "  despair  has 
h4  (bee  hither  and  thou  wouldst  anticipate  thy  destiny ;  as  for  tnc,  it  is  a  long 
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time  th:it  t  h.i^'c  lived  in  ihis  world,  I  ought  to  quit  it  without  regret :  let  rae 
sxcrifire  my  life  to  save  thine     My  lord,"  continued  he,  Addrct>Mnt:  the  vixi 
*'  1  repeat  it,  1  am  the  assassin  ;  sentence  mc  to  death,  and  do  not  defer  it," 

The  contest  between  the  old  man  and  the  youth  compelled  the  vizier  Gi 
to  conduct  them  before  the  catiph,  with  the  permission  ol'  the  allcndmg  offii 
of  justice,  who  was  hippy  in  an  opportunity  of  obliging  him. 

When  he  arrived  in  the  presence  of  ihe  sovereign,  he  kissed  ilu*  v:round 
times,  and  tbcn  spoke  in  these  terms  :  "  Comnwnder  of  the  Kiiihful,  I  brin^  _ 
you  this  old  man  and  this  youth,  each  of  whom  avers  him;Klf  to  be  the  murderer 
of  the  lady."  The  caliph  then  asked  the  accused  which  of  the  ino  tud  murdered 
the  lady  in  so  cruel  a  manner,  and  then  thrown  her  into  the  Tigri*.  The  youth 
assured  him  that  he  had  committed  the  deed  ;  the  old  man  suslAincd  the  coft> 
irary.  "Go,"  said  the  caliph  to  tlic  vizier,  "give  orders  for  them  both  to  be 
hanged."  "  But,  sire,"  replied  the  vizier,  '*if  one  only  is  criminal,  it  would  be 
unjust  to  execute  the  other." 

At  these  words,  the  young  man  replied,  "  I  swear  by  the  great  God.  who  has 
elevated  tlie  heavens  to  where  they  now  arc,  that  ii  is  I  who  killed  the  lady. ' 
cut  her  in  pieces,  and  then  threw  her  in  the  Tigris  four  days  since.     1  do 
hope  for  mercy  on  the  Day  of  judgment,  if  what  1  say  be  not  true ;  therefor^ 
am  the  person  who  is  to  be  punished."   The  caliph  waj  surprised  at  this  b<  ' 
oath,  which  he  w<is  inclined  to  bchc\'e,  ns  the  old  man  tnadc  no  reply. 
fore,  turning  to  the  youth,  "  Unhappy  wretch  !"  cried  he,  "^  for  what 
thou  committed  this  detestable  crime  ?   and  what  motive  canst  thou 
coming  to  offer  thyself  for  execution?'"  "  Commander  of  the  Faithful." 
he>*'if  all  that  has  passed  between  this  lady  and  myself  could  be  written,  it 
^onn  a  history  which  might  be  serviceable  to  mankind."     "  Kclate  it,  tbcn,~  rv> 
plied  the  caliph ;  "  I  bid  you  do  so."    The  young  man  obeyed,  and  b^^  a 
these  words : 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  LADY  WHO  WAS  MURDERED,  AND  O 
THE  YOUNG  MAN  HER  HUSBAND. 

OVEREIGN  of  the  Believers,  I  must  inform  your  majesty 
thai  the  lady  who  w.is  massacred  was  my  wife,  and  dat^ter 
to  this  old  man  whom  you  see,  and  who  is  my  uncle  on  my 
father's  side.  She  was  only  twelve  years  of  age  when  he 
bestowed  her  upon  me  in  marriage,  .ind  eleven  >7ars  are 
passed  since  that  period.  I  have  three  sons  bv  her,  who  are 
still  alive,  and  must  do  her  the  justice  to  say  that  <(he  Tttrtt 
save  me  the  least  subject  for  displeasure.  She  was  prudent  and  \'inuous,  and 
her  greiitcsi  )>leasure  coD&tsteti  in  making  me  happy.  On  nt>-  part,  I  loved  her 
with  the  truest  alTection,  and  anticip.ited  all  her  wishes  instead  of  opposing  thoa 
About  two  months  since  she  was  Uken  ill ;  I  treated  her  with  all  posMblc  cart, 
and  3p.ucd  no  tains  to  complete  her  cure  :  at  the  expiration  of  a  month  she  gr«« 
better,  and  wished  to  go  to  the  bath.  Before  she  went  out  of  the  house,  she  aald 
tome,  "Cousin,"  for  that  was  my  familiar  appellation,"  I  wish  to  eat  somcapfdca; 
you  wiU  oblige  mc  very  much  if  you  could  procure  mc  some.  For  a  lon^-  time  I 
have  had  this  desire,  and  1  must  confers  thai  it  is  now  increased  to  sue  1:  Adejirce 
that,  il  1  be  not  gratified,  I  fear  some  mi*.fortunc  will  be  the  i:on sequence.*'  "  Ml 
willingly."  I  rcpiitd,  "  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  content  you." 

I  iinincdiately  went  m  search  of  some  apples  into  aW  the  markets  and  sbopsl 
could  think  ol';  but  I  could  not  obtain  one.  although  I  ojTrrcd  to  j>ay  a  Mqsfai  !!■_ 
iL     I  returned  home  much  vexed  at  huvmg  Ukcn  so  much  trouble  lo  DO  |wrpO». 
Aa  for  my  wife,  when  she  came  b.ick  iioin  the  bath  and  dtd  not  see  Bn|'  aMiUt» 
she  wu  so  chajfrincd  that  she  could  not  sleep  all  night.    1  .trosc  early  the  Mas 
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--t1  went  mto  nil  the  gardens,  but  with  no  better  sacce&s  than  on  the 

lv.  I  only  mci  with  .in  old  gardener,  who  lotd  nie  thai,  whatever 
i -....V ^..t  take,  I  should  not  meet  with  any  excepting  in  your  majesty's  gar- 
dent  «t  BiUMM-a. 

As  I  was  piWsionAicly  fond  of  ray  wife,  and   1  would  not  h^ve  to  reproach 

cnyvlf  with  h.i\im;  negtecied  any  means  of  satisfying  her  longing,  1  pat  on  the 

drcitkjfa  traveller,  and  having  informed  her  of  my  intention.  I  set  ou:  for  Ualsora. 

\  tnvcUcU  with  such  disp^dch  ih.it  I  returned  to  her  at  Uie  end  of  a  fonnight. 

I  brought  with  me  three  apples,  which  had  cost  mc  a  seaula  apiece.    There  were 

no  more  in  the  garden,  and  the  gardener  would  not  sell  theni  at  a  lower  price. 

^Mwi  I  arrived  1  presented  them  lo  mv  wife ;  but  her  longing  was  then  over, 

<1  ihein  and  only  placed  them  by  her  side.     She  nevertheless  con- 

■-  I  knew  not  what  remedy  to  apply  for  her  disorder. 

-  after  my  return,  bcmg  in  a  shop  at  a  public  place  where  all  sorts 

irc  iold,  1  »aw  a  tail  black  slave  enter,  holding  an  apple  in  his  hand 

>.      I     1..  .V  to  be  one  of  those  I  bad  brought  from  fiaibora.     1  could  have  no 

'-'  -      Ml,  I  ii-.>  subject,  for  I  knew  there  were  none  in  Ragdnd  nor  in  any  of  the 

I'.'LCTn  111  ihc  environ*.     "  My  good  slave,"  said  I,  "  pray  tell  me  where  you  got 

tiul  apple,"   "It  15  a  present,"  replied  he,  smiling,  "  that  my  mistress  made  me. 

I  tuTc  been  to  see  her  lo-dav,  and  found  her  unwell.     I  saw  three  apples  by  her 

*)dt  and  asked  her  where  she  had  ^ot  them,  and  she  told  me  that  her  husband 

^  been  a  journey  of  hfieen  days  on  purpose  to  get  them  (or  her.     Wc  break- 

^d  together,  and  when  I  came  .iwav  I  brought  this  with  mc." 

"^is  intcUigt»ce  enraged  mc  beyond  measure.  1  got  up.  and  having  shut  my 
^^Of,  I  ran  botne  cageriy  and  went  into  the  chamber  of  my  tvife.  1  looked  for 
dtruiplcs,  and  secmg  but  two.  1  inquired  what  was  become  of  the  third.  My 
T^fc  vteti  turning  her  head  towards  the  side  where  the  apples  were,  and  percciv- 
Vf  Ifal  there  were  only  two,  rcpUed  coldly,  "  1  don't  know  what  ts  become  of 
4tOuin."  This  answer  convinced  mcof  the  truth  of  what  the  slave  had  spoken. 
I  Mftred  myself  to  be  transported  by  a  tit  of  Jealousy,  and  drawing  a.  knife  which 
^■t  frfXD  my  girdle,  I  plunged  it  into  the  breast  of  this  unhappy  woman.  I 
tkncnt  off  h«r  bead  and  divided  her  body  into  quarters  :  I  made  a  packet  of 
<t«Ud)  I  concealed  in  a  folding  basket,  and  after  having  sewed  the  opening  of 
^tuket  with  some  red  worsted,  I  inclosed  it  in  a  chest,  anvl  .is  soon  as  it  was 
*i^ earned  it  on  my  shoulders  to  the  Tigris,  where  I  threw  it  in. 

My  two  youngest  children  were  in  bed  and  asleep,  .ind  the  third  was  from 
^■Bt  On  my  return  I  found  him  silting  at  the  door  weeping  bitterly.  I  asked 
^  4le  rea»OQ  of  his  tears.  "  F.ilher,"  said  he,  "  this  niommg  I  took  away  from 
'^■wtbfT.  without  her  perceiving  me.  one  of  the  three  apples  you  brought  her. 
Isfpl  it  some  time ;  hut  a«  I  was  playing  with  it  in  the  street  with  my  little 
^^nm,  a  great  black  hUvc  who  was  passing  snatched  il  out  of  my  hand  and 
•sfck  «way  wuh  him.  1  ran  alter  him.  asking  him  for  it ;  I  lold  him  that  it 
^"^■mJ  to  my  mother,  who  was  ilLand  that  you  had  been  a  journey  of  lifleen 
^toprocttrc  it  for  her.  .\U  was  useless,  for  he  would  not  return  it.  and  as  I 
•■•  on  crrtDg  alter  hitn,  be  turned  back  and  beat  mc,  and  then  ran  off  as  fast 
*Wcodd  throngh  so  many  winding  streets  that  I  lost  sight  of  him.  Since 
*«  I  have  been  walking  out  of  the  city  waiting  for  your  return.  I  was  staying 
^  far  you,  father,  to  Iicg  thai  you  will  not  tell  my  mother,  lest  it  should  make 
hiitQfic"     On  finisllini;  ihese  words  he  redoubled  bis  tears. 

Tlkift  rdatkm  from  my  son  plunged  mc  in  the  deepest  affliction.  I  saw  the 
•■■Blily  of  my  crime,  .ind  repented,  but  too  late,  of  having  given  credit  to  the 
V^DiMreof  the  n-icked  sUve,  who.  from  what  he  had  collected  from  my  son,  had 
c^pOwd  the  diabolical  fable  which  I  received  as  a  Irul'u  My  uncle,  who  is 
*i« pRKtM,  arrived  at  that  moment.  He  cameio  see  his  daughter  ;  but  instead 
tf  hdiK  ber  alive,  be  Icamt  from  my  lips  that  she  was  no  more,  for  1  disguised 
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nothing  fcom  him.  and  without  waiting  Tor  his  condemnation.  I  accused  myteU 
as  the  most  criminal  of  men.     Nevertheless,  instead  of  pouring  iotxh  the 
prmches  I  so  juslU  deserved,  this  good  m.tn  mingled  hi&  (c.ir^  wuh  utine,  .it 
«rc  wept  together  three  whole  days  :  he  for  the  loss  of  .\  daughter  he  bad  aI«i. 
tenderly  loved,  I  for  that  of  a  uife  who  was  dear  to  m-',  and  of  whom  I  had 
prived  ni)'»elf  in  so  cruel  a  manner  b>'  giving  credit  to  the  false  testimonjr  < 
lying  sI.T,\-e. 

This,  Sovereign  of  the  Faithful,  is  the  sincere  confession  which  your  ma^ 
feiiuired  of  me.     Vou  know  the  extent  of  my  crime,  and  1  humbly  suppUc 
you  to  give  orders  for  my  [ninishment :  however  rigorous  it  may  be,  I  shall 
mannur  at  it,  but  esteem  it  too  light. 

At  this  the  c.iliph  wzs  in  great  astonishment,  but  this  equitable  prince,  ftndii 
that  the  youth  w.is  more  to  Dc  pitied  than  blamed,  bc^an  to  take  his  Mrt.  " 
action  of  this  young  man,"  said  he,  **is  uxcusablc  in  the  sight  of  God.  and 
be  pardoned  by  man.    The  wicked  stave  is  the  sole  cause  of  this  munler  t 
is  the  only  one  who  ought  to  be  punished  :  therefore,"  continued  be,  addivHif 
the  vizier, "  I  give  you  three  days  to  lind  him  :  if  you  do  not  produce  hitn  by  1 
time,  your  life  shall  be  the  forfeit  instead  of  bis.''' 

The  unhappy  Gialar,  who  had  congratulated  himself  on  bis  safety,  was 
DvcrwhcUni:d  with  despair  on  hearing  this  new  decree  of  the  c.\liph  :  but 
did  not  dare  to  reply  to  bis  sovereign,  with    whose    disposition   he  w«k 
acquainted,  he  went  out  of  his  presence,  and  returned  to  his  house  with  " 
bathed  in  tears,  and  persuaded  that  he  had  only  three  days  to  live.     He 
convinced  that  it  was  impossible  to  find  the  sl.ivc,  that  he  did  not  even 
^  It  is  impossible,"  said  he.  "that  in  such  a  city  as  Bagdad,  where  there  is 
an  infmilc  numlx-r  of  black  sJaves,  I  should  ever  be  able  to  discover  the  one 
question.   If  God  do  not  reveal  him  to  me,  as  He  did  the  assassin,  oothiag 
possibly  save  inc." 

He  passed  the  first  t^vo  days  in  afHiction  with  his  family,  who  murmi 
bitterly  at  the  rigour  of  the  caJiph.  On  the  third  day  he  pr^-parrd  for  deal 
with  firmness,  and  like  a  minister  who  had  ever  acted  with  integrity  and  bjdi 
nothing  with  which  to  reproach  himself.  lie  sent  for  the  cadi  and  other  wit 
who  signed  the  will  he  made  in  their  presence.  After  that  he  embraced  his  wil 
and  children,  and  bid  thein  a  last  farcwelL  All  his  family  melted  into  tears  i 
and  noxr  was  there  a  more  .itfccting  sj  ectaclc.  At  length  an  oHiccr  of 
palace  arrived,  who  told  him  that  the  cjliph  was  much  displeased  at  not  bavtnS'l 
heard  from  him  about  the  black  slave  whom  he  bad  commanded  him  lo  scArci 
for.  "  I  am  ordered,"  continued  ho,  *'  to  bring  you  to  the  foot  of  the  throne.'  The 
alHi'tced  vizier  prepared  to  follow  the  officer  ;  but  as  he  was  going,  his  yoanicest 
<l.iu;;htcr  was  brought  to  him.  She  was  live  or  six  years  old.  and  the  wocnca 
who  had  the  care  of  her  came  with  her  to  take  leave  of  her  father. 

As  he  was  particularly  fond  of  this  daughter,  be  entreated  tht-  oiVictr  lo  aUo* 
him  a  few  minutes  to  speak  to  her.  He  approached  the  child,  and  laldng  ber 
in  his  arms,  ktssc-d  her  several  times.  In  kissing  her,  he  perceived  she  had  soc&e- 
thing  large  in  her  bosom  which  had  a  strong  smell.  "  .My  dcnr  child,"  said  be, 
"what  have  you  in  your  bosom  t"     ''  My  drar  fatlier."  ri  :i 

apple,  on  which  xi  wiiiten  the  name  of  the  caliph,  our  lord 
our  slave,  sold  it  nio  for  two  swiuins." 

At  the  words  *'  apple  "  and  "  slave."  the  grand  viricr  Giafitr  rnwle  «n  evclam** 
lion  throu;ch  surpriu^  and  foy,  and  immedLitcIv  took  the  ^^i     ' 
bosom.    He  ordered  the  slave  to  be  callctl.aiij  when  be  c-ii 
"  Kascal,"  said  he.  "  where  didst  thou  get  tliis  apple  .^''    "My  i 
slave,  "  1  swear  to  you  that  t  have  not  stolen  it  ciuier  from  )out 
that  of  the  Commander  of  the  Faiihftil. 
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"Tbc  otbrr  \\w.  -IS  T  was  passing  through  a  slreet  where  there  were  three  or 
^dllldnr  iL-  of  them  hud  this  apple  in  his  hand,.'in(l  1  took  it  away 

(VBUm.     '1  I  i.tn  afu-r  me,  s.iying  thrtt  it  did  not  belong  to  him,  but  to 

^Dotbcr,  who  was  ill ;  thnt  his  Cither,  to  gratify  her  longing,  had  gone  to  a 
pVM  dtiunce  to  procure  it,  and  had  brought  her  three  ;  that  this  was  one  which 
w  M  tiken  wiihool  his  mother's  knowing  it.  He  entreated  mc  to  return  it, 
OH  t  wtnikl  not  attend  to  him,  and  brouglit  the  apple  home,  after  which  I  sold 
*  toihe  little  l«dv.  your  daughter,  for  two  sequins.     This  is  all  I  have  to  say." 

C'Otir  cuuld  niii  help  wondering  that  the  roguery  of  a  slave  should  have  caused 
milauh  od' an  innocent  woman  and  nc;)rty  deprived  himself  of  life.  He  took 
*>4we  with  him.  .ind  when  he  bad  reached  the  palace  he  related  to  the  caliph 
*ta  the  ^y^  had  confessed,  and  the  chance  by  which  he  had  discovered  the 
mat 

Re  Jatowbhmcnt  of  the  cahph  cannot  be  equalled;  he  could  not  contain  him- 
••taBd  bum  into  violent  tils  of  laughter.  At  last,  having  resumed  a  serious 
"tkt**-'  friths  'Kicr.  that  since  his  slave  had  occasioned  so  much  confusion,  he 
•wttd  .\rs  punishment.     "Sire,"  replied  the  vizier,  "  1  cannot  deny 

^  W  ^  'tot  inexcusable.     I  know  a  hislory  f.ir  more  surprising,  of  a 

"fct  a!  Ilrd   Noiireddin  Ali.  and  Bedrohlin    Hassan  of  tialsora.     As 

J*"  ti  i  pleasure  in  hearing  such  stones.  I  am  ready  to  relate  it  to 

?*■•  prvniicci  thai  li  rou  tind  it  more  wonderftd  th.^n  the  circumstance  which 
*w»ttMM  me  Tri  tcl!  it.  you  will  remit  the  punishment  of  my  slave."  "With  all 
■rfctt'"     •  I  the  caliph;  "but  you  have  undertaken  a  great  enterprise, 

*^1  •:■-  ■  you  can  save  your  slave,  for  the  story  of  the  apples  is  a  most 

'■MtiianAiy  otic  '    Otafai  then  began  his  story  in  these  words  : 
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OMMANUKR  of  the  Faithful,  there  was  fenncrly  a  sultan  in  K^pt, 
who  W.-18  a  great  ob5cr\-cr  of  justice  ;   he  was  merciful,  brncTi-Ti;. 
and  hbcral,  ind  his  \*alour  made  him  the  terror  of  the  nt-i 
states.     He  provided  for  the  poor,  and  protect^  men  i_  I 
vthoin  he  raised  to  ibe  first  ciiiploymcnt  in  his  state.    Hi>  v;;itr  i*.u 
a  pnidcnt,  wise,  and  penctratinj;  man.  skilled  in  literature  and  all 
the  sciences.    This  minister  liad  two  suns,  handsome  in  pertoa,and 
resembling  ihcir  father  in  ulems.     The  eldest  was  tiAmcd  .Sch«m* 
seddin  Mohammed,  and  the  youngest  Nourrddm  yUi.     TTiis  Iar  la 
paiticular  possessed  as  much  merit  as  c.^n  f.ill  to  the  lot  of  any  hwti- 
lidual.    The  vizier  their  father  dying,  the  sultan  ^nt  for  tbos,  aod 
ha%ing  put  on  each  the  dress  of  a  common  vizier, ''I  rcgnt  your 
failier's  death,"  said  he,  "and  feel  sincerely  for  your  loss  :  .im!  js  I 
wish  to  prove  it  to  you,  t  invest  each  of  you  with  il. 
for  I  know  you  live  together,  and  are  perfectly  m  1 

imitate  your  father." 

The  two  new  visicrs  thanked  the  sultan  for  the  favoar  he  had  conferred  en 
Ihem,  and  returned  home  to  order  thi'ir  father's  funeral.  When  a  mooih  wa» 
expired,  they  made  iheir  appearance  in  puUIic.  and  went  for  the  firM  time  to 
the  council  of  the  sultan,  after  which  ihey  continued  to  attond  regularly  every 
day  that  it  assembled.  Whenever  the  suUan  had  a  huniioK  party,  one  o<  tha 
brothers  accompanied  him  ;  and  ihey  partook  of  this  honour  altem.itcly.  One 
evening,  on  the  morrow  of  which  the  eldest  brother  w.is  to  be  of  the  bultan's 
hunting  party,  they  were  talking  after  «uppef  on  dilTeicnl  subjects,  whea 
Schcmseddin  Mohammed  said  to  Nourcddin,  "  Ilroiher,  as  we  are  not  yet  mat- 
ried,  and  live  in  such  harmony,  a  thought  has. occurred  to  me.  l..et  us  hotb  be 
man  led  on  the  same  day,  and  to  two  sisters,  whom  wc  will  choose  out  of  some 
family  whose  rank  is  equal  to  our  own.  What  think  you  of  this  proposal  ?  *  **  I 
think,  brother,"  replied  \ourcddin  Ali,  "  that  it  is  worthy  of  the  friendship  this 
unite*  us.  You  could  not  have  arranged  a  better  plan,  and  I  am  ready  to  tio 
whatever  you  wish  in  it"  "Oh.'resumol  the  eldest,  "this  is  not  all  ;  my  imagi* 
nation  goes  much  further,  .Suppose  th.it  our  wives  produce  on  the  same  daj, 
your  wife  a  son.  and  mine  a  d.-uighter.  we  will  unite  ihem  when  they  arc  ol  a 
proper  age."  "  Ah  '.  '  exclaimed  his  brother,  "this  is  indeed  an  admirable  pr«^ect. 
This  marriage  wilt  complete  our  union,  and  1  readily  gi%-e  my  consent,  tttit, 
brother,"  .iddcfl  he,  "if  it  happens  that  this  marriage  takes  place,  should  yoM 
expect  my  son  to  settle  a  fortune  on  your  daughter  r"  **  la  that  there  ia  na 
iUniculty,"  replied  the  othcr,"and  1  am  per^uadcil.thal  besides  the  uinal  acms 
racnts  in  a  mainage  contract,  you  would  not  object  to  give  \n  her  name  at  Teau 
three  thousand  sequins,  three  good  cst-ites,  and  three  slaves."  "That  I  cannot 
agree  to,"  retumctl  Nourcddin.  "Are  not  wc  brothers  and  colleagues,  each 
invested  with  the  sime  dignity  and  title.'  Besides,  do  wc  not  bath  krow  what 
is  just?  The  male  l>eing  more  noble  than  the  female,  ou^ht  not  you  to  bestow 
a  urge  portion  on  your  d-iu^rhter  ?  I  petceiv*  jou  are  a  man  who  wishes  lo 
enrich  himself.it  otht-r  people'*  expense." 

Although  Nourcddin  Ali  liad  s.iid  these  words  in  joke,  vet  his  brother,  whA 
was  not  of  a  good  temper,  w.-u  highly  oflended.  "  Miserv  attend  your  son!" 
said  he,  angnly.  "  since  you  dare  to  prefer  him  to  my  dnuj-htcr.  1  am  *urpn«ed 
that  you  should  have  the  iinpcitinence  only  to  suppose  hiin  worthy  of  her  ^du 
must  h.wx  hivt  irur  wnscs  to  make  yourself  iny  etju*!.  by  sayi" 
colleagues;  k!i-.»'-  that  after  such  insolence,  I  would  not  in.irry  << 
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•on,  «ven  if  you  were  to  give  her  more  riches  than  you  are  possessed  of.** 

'his  Mrjnge  ifuamel  between  the  brothers  abntit  the  marriage  of  children  who 

«crc  not  yet  born,  did  not  cca^e  hero.    Schemseddin  Mohammed  went  so  far  as 

lo  u«  meiuces.    *"  If  I  were  not  obliged,"  said  he,  "  to  accompany  the  sultan  to- 

Bkorroir,  I  would  treat  you  as  you  deserve  ;  but  on  my  return  1  will  show  you  if  it 

btcomcs  the  youn^r  brother  to  f^pcak  to  the  elder  in  the  insolent  manner  in 

vlucli  you  have  addressed  me."   At  thcic  words  be  retired  to  his  aiiartment,  and 

tia  brother  did  the  same. 

Schemirfddm  Mohammed  arose  very  early  the  next  mominjf,  and  repaired  to 
ife  ptdace;  from  whence  he  wtnt  out  with  the  sultnn,  who  directed  his  course 
ibwt  Cairo,  towards  the  pyramids.  As  for  Nourcddin  All,  he  passed  the  night 
u^rru  distress:  and  having  well  ron&idered  that  it  was  not  possible  for  him  to 
ttraain  any  longer  with  a  brother  who  *iad  treated  him  with  such  contempt,  he 
■tnlfcd  lo  quit  the  house.  He  prepared  a  good  mule,  fumi.shed  himself  u-ith 
■Mqr, precious  stones,  and  some  eatables;  and  having  told  his  people  that  he 
*M|pnoK  3  journey  of  three  ox  four  days,  in  which  be  wished  to  be  alone,  he 
dqofted. 

when  he  had  left  Ciro.  he  went  over  the  desert  towards  Arabia ;  but  his  mule 
bccoBLing  Unie  on  the  ra^J,  he  was  obliged  to  continue  his  Journey  on  foot.  He 
Ittdtbe  good  fortune  to  be  overtaken  by  a  courier  who  was  going  to  [talsai.i,  .ind 
*lioiOQk  him  up  behind  him.  When  they  were  arrived  at  Ualsora,  Noureddin 
Mllwhted,  and  thanked  the  courier  for  the  favour  he  had  done  hJm.  .A.s  he 
*<An  along  the  streets  seeking  for  a  lodging,  he  saw  a  person  of  grc.it  quality 
>><14iMbction  coming,  accompanied  by  a  numerous  train,  to  whom  all  the  in- 
Wkasts  paid  great  respect,  by  waiting  to  let  him  pass;  and  Noureddin  Ali 
ABVped  like  the  rest.  It  was  the  grand  vizier  of  the  Sultan  of  Balsora,  who  was 
pKH]i)£  the  city  tu  preserve  peace  and  good  order  by  liis  presence. 

This  minister,  having  by  chance  cast  his  eyes  on  the  young  man,  w.is  struck 
n^  Us  engaging  countenance:  he  looked  on  him  pleasantly,  and  as  he  p:issed 
■MVhun,  perceiving  that  he  was  in  the  dress  of  a  traveller,  he  stopped  to  ask  him 
•*»l>e  WM,  luid  from  whence  he  came.  "  My  lord,"  replied  Nourcddin  Ali,  "  1 
an  from  Egypt,  and  born  at  Cairo.  I  have  quitted  my  country  on  account  of  a 
^ntrd  vita  one  of  my  relations,  and  I  have  resolved  to  travel  over  the  whole 
^>tU,uid  to  die  rather  than  return."  The  grand  vizier,  who  was  a  venerable 
oUnu,  tiaving  heard  these  words,  replied,  "  My  son,  do  not  put  in  execuiiott 
A«|nKct  you  have  formed.  In  this  world  there  is  nothing  but  misery,  and  you 
Utthuk  what  paini  you  will  have  to  endure.  Kather  come  with  me,  and  per- 
Hilofl  nuke  you  forget  the  grievance  which  has  obhged  you  to  abandon 
|W  UMuUy." 

NoitraJklta  Ali  followed  the  gi^and  vizier  of  Balsom,  who  soon  became  so  well 
inpomcd  with  his  good  qualities,  that  he  conceived  a  great  affection  for  him. 
Oocdiy,  when  they  were  alone  to-^ether,  he  thus  addressed  him  :  '"  My  son,  I  am, 
■  JW  tec,  so  far  advanced  in  years.  lh.-it  there  is  no  prospect  uf  my  living  much 
■BClr.  Heaven  has  given  me  an  only  daughter,  who  is  as  handsome  as  your- 
■■tuul  DOW  of  a  marriageable  age.  Many  of  the  most  powerful  lords  of  this 
^vi  bave  already  asked  her  for  their  sons,  yet  I  never  could  bring  myself  to 
pR  imh  her.  But  I  love  you,  and  think  you  so  worthy  of  being  allied  to  my 
jwfaly,  that  ]  am  willing  to  accept  you  as  my  son-in-law.  in  preference  to  all  who 
■>* applied.  If  you  receive  this  offer  wilh  pleasure,  1  will  actiuiint  the  sullan, 
■TBuoter.  that  I  h;ive  adopted  you  btr  this  marriage,  and  I  will  enticat  him  to 
0m  me  the  rex'crsion  of  niy  ap|M>intment  as  grand  vizier  of  Bahora  at  the  same 
*iw.l)nce  I  wtsli  for  a  tittle  rest  from  business  in  my  old  age." 

Tlie grand  \ mer  had  no  sooner  Anishcd  these  words,  than  Noureddin  Ali  threw 
VHu  at  hit  leec,  and  declared,  in  temis  which  proclaimed  his  joy  .ind  gratitude, 
tfcu  iie  vaa  nwiy  to  do  anytlimg  that  he  would  dictate.    The  grand  vuier  then 
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caUcd  llic  principal  olTiccrs  of  his  household,  and  ordered  them  to  prepare  th« 
j^rcat  saloon  in  lii$  house  for  a  gr.^nd  enten.iinment :  he  tlien  sent  tnvtution&  to 
all  the  gr.\n<locs  of  the  court  as  well  .is  of  the  city,  to  favour  him  with  thcii 
company.  When  they  were  all  assembled,  as  Nourctldiii  Ali  liad  madr  hini  a.: 
quainled  with  his  ranV,  he  thui  addressed  them:  "  My  lords,  I  am  happy  14 
inform  you  of  a  circumstance  which  I  have  hithcno  kept  secret.  1  have  :\  brother 
who  is  yrand  vieicr  of  the  Sultan  of  Kg>-pt.  as  I  ha^c  the  honour  to  lie  (^andi 
'^iiier  to  the  sultan  of  these  dominions.  Tbis  brother  of  mine  has  an  only  v. 
vrhom  he  would  not  marry  at  the  court  of  Egypt,  and  he  has  sent  him  hither 
be  united  to  my  daughter,  that  the  two  br.inchcs  mi^hi  thiu  be  ;oiocd  togeth 
TKii  son,  whom  I  iccoi;ni/ed  as  my  nephew  on  his  arrival,  and  whom  i  am  ^oi; 
to  make  my  son-in-law,  is  this  young  nobleman  whom  I  have  the  pictturc 
introducing  to  you.  I  flatter  myself  you  will  do  him  the  honour  of  being  pre»cat.| 
at  ilicniip'.tals,  which  1  intend  shall  be  solemnized  this  day.  "Alt  expressed  C 
approbation  of  the  raarriapc  of  the  viiicr'i  daughter  with  Nourcddm  AH,  a 
they  iben  sat  down  to  tabic,  where  they  remained  a  considerable  time.  T 
the  end  of  the  repast  the  confectionery  was  icrved.  and  each  one,  as  i*  the  cu«l 
having  taken  as  much  as  he  wished  to  carry  away,  the  cadis  entered  with  tlw 
marriage  conimct  in  their  hand».  The  principal  grandees  signed  it,  after  which 
the  whole  company  retired. 

When  no  one  rennincd  but  the  people  belonging  10  the  house,  the  grand  vizier 
desired  those  who  had  the  care  of  the  bath  to  conduct  N'oureddin  M,\  thither. 
I  Ic  found  it  provided  with  new  linen  of  a  beautiful  fineness  and  whiteness,  as  wdt 
as  with  every  other  necessary.    When  the  bridegroom  had  been  well  wuhetl  An 
rubbed,  he  was  gomg  to  put  on  the  same  dress  he  h.-ul  pulled  oil,  but  another  < 
the  greatest  magnificence  was  presented  to  him  m  its  pUce.    Thus  ^idotiiMl   jr. 
perfumed  with  the  most  exquisite  odours,  he  returned  to  the  grand 
father-in-law,  who  was  charmed  with  his  appearance;  and,  placing  ): 
side,  *'  My  son,"  said  he,  "  you  have  disclosed  to  me  who  you  are,  and  the  r 
you  held  at  the  Egyptian  court :  you  iiavc  also  told  mc  tliat  you  had  a  q 
with  your  brother,  for  which  reason  you  left  your  country.    I  entreat  you  to  rclali 
to  me  the  subject  of  your  difference,  for  you  must  now  place  an  entire  contidcnce^ 
in,  and  conceal  nothing  from,  me." 

Noureddin  Ali  recounted  all  the  circumstances  relative  to  his  dispute  wjib  hit 
-brother,  at  which  the  grand  vi/icr  could  not  refrain  from  laughing  vrr' 
''This  is,  indeed,"  said  he,  "the  strangest  thing  I  ever  heard  of.     Is 
that  your  quarrel  was  carried  to  such  a  height  merely  for  an  imaginary  v,  oJ.nr-g 
1  am  sorry  that  you  quarrelled  with  your  elder  brother  for  such  a  tntle :  hovewj 
I  perceive  that  he  was  in  the  wrong  to  be  offended  with  wh.it  you  said  merrlv 
joke,  and  1  ought  to  be  thankful  to  Heaven  that  this  ditTerence  between  \-ou  I 
been  the  mean^  of  procuring  me  a  son-in-law  such  as  you.     But,''  contiuucd  1 
okl  man,  "  the  ni^ht  is  advancing,  and  it  is  time  for  you  to  retire,      Co, 
daughter  is  e.\pccting  your  .irrivaL     To-morrow  I  will  pre^nt  you  I0  ihc  sultai 
and  I  flatter  myself  he  will  receive  you  in  ii  way  to  satisfy  us  both.'' 

N'oureddin  Ah  left  his  father-in-law  to  repair  to  the  chamber  of  his 
What  is  ver>'  remarkable  (continued  the  grand  viner  (itifari  i^  that  on  the 
day  that  thcAC  nuptials  were  celebrated  at  U.-tJsora,  hchemseddin  Moh 
vrai  married  at  Cairo,  in  the  manner  I  am  going  to  relate. 

After  Noureddin  AU  had  left  Cairo  with  the  mteniion  of  never  rerisitittc  it, 
Schemseddin  Muliammcd,  his  elder  brother,  who  was  gone  with  the  sultan  00 
the  hunting  party,  returning  at  tlic  end  of  a  month  ifur  the  sultan,  bcinjf  pa» 
fionately  fond  of  hunting,  h.-id  been  absent  thus  long',  ran  into  the  upartincnt 
Noureddin  Ali ;  but  what  was  hi&  surprise  on  being  informed  thai  be  haii  1 
Cairo  under  pnrtmce  of  making  a  journey  of  four  or  live  days  :  that  he  «el  od'cNI 
amuleontlie  veryday  of  the  hunting  p.iny  of  the  tultan;  and  that  since  that  time 
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ncvrr  bera  seen  or  beard  of.    Schemseddin  was  the  more  cbagrined  at  this 

iQi  ^  -.  •«  he  accused  himself  of  having  been  the  cause  of  hi  s  brother's  absent- 

uvg <.-  the  harsh  words  which  had  passed  between  them.     He  dispatched 

Ac>>uricr,  Mho  passed  ihrou<;h  Darnxscus  and  went  oa  to,  Aleppo ;  but  Nourcddm 
\\t  »r«  .It  ih.it  time  at  lialsora.  When  the  courier  returned  without  bringing 
«■■  -     f  him,  Schcmscdiiin  MohanmiL-d  daenuinttl  to  send  in  other  parts 

IQ  =  11.  but  in  the  meantime  he  formed  the  ik-siyii  t.f  marrjin^;.    He  made 

tlic  daughter  of  one  of  the  nio*l  powerful  grandees  of  Cairo,  and  was 
heron  tltc  iarae  day  lliat  his  brother  married  the  daughter  ol  the  grand 
Bal^ora. 
but  tins  is  not  alt  (continued  Gtafar)  ;  I  wt]|  now  tell  you.  Commander  of  the 
hful,  what  happened  afterwards.     At  the  expiration  of  nine  months,  the  wife 
Scbemseddin  ^Ioh.'l(^lned  was  delivered  of  a  daughter  at  Cairo,  and  on  the  &ame 
7  the  wife  of  Nourirddin  AU  at  Llal&ora  brought  into  the  world  a  boy,  who  was 
nouDed  Bedreddm  Hasian.  The  grand  vizier  of  ftaUora  tcsimcd  his  joy  by  great 
pcKots  and  public  rejoicings  which  he  ordered  on  tnc  birth  of  bis  grandsoiL 
rie  ifterwards.  to  prove  his  affection  for  Noureddin  All,  went  to  tJie  palace  to 
<BrM  the  iultan  tu  grant  him  the  reversion  of  his  office,  that  he  might  have  the 
'  n  before  he  died  of  i^ecing  his  son-in-law  in  his  place, 
tan,  who  had  s^^n  Xoute<]din  All  immediately  after  his  marriage,  and 
him  spoken  uf  favourably  since  that  time,  readily  granted  the  favour 
requested  of  liim,  and  lie  ordered  him  to  be  robed  in  hii  presence  in 
of  grand  viiier. 
TbehAppineis  of  the  father-in-law  was  complete  when  he  saw  Noureddin  All 
ptsideat  the  council  in  his  place,  and  perform  alt  the  functions  of  grand  vizier. 
Nooeddia  AJi  acquitted  himself  so  wcU  that  he  appeared  to  have  exercised  that 
(ifire  kll  his  life.     He  continued  to  assist  at  the  council  whenc%'cr  the  infirmities 
<^i|eiKmld  not  allow  his  father-in-iaw  to  be  present.     This  good  old  man  died 
w jreus  after  this  marriage,  with  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a  branch  of  his 
'■Wf  who  promised  to  su<^tain  the  honour  and  credit  of  it. 
.XoBreddin  AU  performed  the  last  duties  to  his  (athcr-in-law  with  the  greatest 
kvdoea  and  gratitude,  and  as  soon  as  Bedrcddin  Hassan,  hii  son.  had  reached 
^  ige  of  sc%en  years,  he  placed  him  under  the  tuition  of  an  excellent  master, 
*^heg%n  hi>  education  in  a  way  suitable  to  his  birth  and  to  the  quick  and  penc- 
Vtti^  andersl-mding  he  already  displayed. 

la  the  course  of  two  years  nedreddin  had  leamt  to  read,  and  was  also  ac- 
9<Bi<Aed  with  the  Koran  by  heart.  Noureddin  .'\li,his  father,  then  procured  him 
tte  Bttsters,  by  which  he  made  such  rapid  progress  in  his  studies  tliat  at  the 
*J6t«f  twelve  years  he  was  no  longer  in  need  of  their  assblance.  By  that  time, 
u  the  features  of  his  countenance  were  fully  formed,  he  became  the  atlmiration 
"^wSo  law  hun. 

tin  then  Noureddin  AU  bad  only  sought  to  make  him  study,  and  had  not 
"■Bfbi  hini  iHJt  into  the  world.  He  now  took  him  to  the  paLice.  m  order  to  have 
thrkoKiur  of  iiitroducmg  him  to  the  sultan,  who  received  him  ver>-  favourably, 
rbe people  in  the  streets,  who  saw  him  as  he  went  along,  were  so  struck  with  his 
wWT  that  they  uttered  a  ihousnnd  benedictions  and  exclamations  of  surprise. 
At  Dls  taiher  wished  to  make  him  tapablc  of  being  equal  to  fill  the  situation  he 
"■tdf  held,  he  spared  nothing  to  inialify  hira  fyr  it.  and  by  making  him  enter 
IB>aflun  of  the  most  ditiicult  n.iture.  he  prepared  him  early  for  that  kind  of 
i^i4f)UH.ut.  In  short,  he  neglected  nothing  that  could  lend  to  the  advancement 
•  moo  wbom  be  tenderly  loved,  and  he  began  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  trouble 
'tobcwas  suddenly  attacked  by  a  disease  so  violent  that  he  was  sensible  his 
**J  "M  approaching.  He  therefore  did  not  tl.iiier  himself  with  the  hopes  of  re* 
^**av,but  prcpairdto  die  like  a  good  Mussulman.  In  these  precious  moments 
vdia  MC  lorgec  his  beloved  son  Bedreddin  ;  be  ordered  him  to  be  caUcd  to  his 
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bed-»tdc,  and  thus  addressed  him:  "My  son,  you  see  that  this  world  is  perishable; 
that  only  to  which  I  am  shortly  goiri'^  is  eternal  Vou  must  from  this  momcDt 
begin  to  adopt  the  sentiments  I  now  teel,  and  prepare  tn  take  tbi^  journey  with- 
out regret-  your  conscience  acquitting  you  of  having  neglected  anyo(  the  duties 
of  3  Mussuiman  or  of  an  honest  man.  With  regard  to  your  religion,  you  have 
been  suthcicntty  instructed  in  that  by  the  masters  you  have  had,  u  well  as  by  what 
you  have  read.  As  to  what  relates  to  an  honest  man,  1  t^tU  now  give  you  some 
.idviccfrom  which  I  hope  vou  will  endeavour  to  profit  As  it  is  in  the  Hrnt  place 
necessary  to  know  your^Il',  and  you  cannot  possibly  ha^i:  that  knowledge  with- 
out knowing  who  I  am,  I  will  now  inform  you. 

"  1  was  bom  in  Eg)!)!,"  continued  he  ;  "  my  father  was  prime  miolstcr  to  the 
ioltan  of  those  dominions.     I  too  had  the  honour  of  being  one  of  the  vixicrs 
the  same  sultan  jointly  with  my  brother,  your  uncle,  who  I  believe  ts  stiU  ah 
;ind  is  called  Schcmscddin  Mohammed.    I  was  under  the  necessity  of  sc 
from  him,  and  1  came  into  this  country,  where  I  reached  the  rank 
have  till  now  enjoyed.     But  you  will  now  be  made  acquainted  with  a  ftiUcr' 
of  these  circumiitanccs  by  a  packet  which  I  shall  give  yoa." 

Noureddin  All  Uicn  took  out  the  packet,  which  be  had  written  with  his  o' 
hand,  and  which  heatwaysi  carried  about  him,  and  giving  it  to  Bedreddin  Hassan. 
"Take  it,"  said  he  ;  "you  will  read  il  at  your  leisure.  You  will  find  in  it,  amon^ 
other  things,  Ihe  day  of  mv  marriage  and  that  of  your  birth.  These  are  clrcui 
sianifs  which  m.iy  be  useful  to  you  in  the  end,  and  you  must  therefore  carefu 
preserve  it."  lU-dreddin  Hassan,  truly  afllicted  at  sei-ing  his  father  in  such 
stale,  and  sensibly  touched  by  this  discoarse,  recdved  the  packet  with  tear? 
his  eyes,  promising  never  to  let  il  go  out  of  his  possession. 

At  this  instant  N'ourcddtn  AH  was  seiied  with  a  fainting-tit,  which  it  was  feand 
would  terminate  his  existence  ;  be  recovered,  howe\er,  and  continuing  to  address 
his  *on,  "The  first  maxim  1  wish  to  impress  on  your  mind,"  said  he,  "  is  not  li> 
hold  intercourse  with  any  kind  of  persons.  The  way  to  live  in  safety  is  tu  be 
reserved,  and  not  to  be  too  communicative. 

**  The  second  is  not  to  commit  violence  on  any  one  ;  for  were  you  to  do  so.  aQ 
the  world  would  revolt  .igainst  you  ;  and  you  must  regard  the  worid  as  a  creditor 
CO  whom  vou  owe  moderation,  compassion,  and  toleration. 

I     "The  third,  never  to  reply  when  you  arc  spoken  to  m  anger.    *Hc  is  out  of 

[danger,' says  the  pro\'erh, 'who  remains  silent'    On  sucb  occasions  in  partioiUr 

[you  should  attend  to  this.     You  know  also  what  one  of  our  poets  has  written  on 

ttis  subject :  '  Silence  is  the  ornament  and  safeguard  of  life  :  we  shouUl  not,  by 

talking  too  much,  resemble  the  stormy  rain,  which  spoils  ever)ihing.'    We  never 

repent  of  having  been  silent,  but  often  regret  having  spoken. 

"The  fourth  is  not  to  drink  wine,  for  it  is  the  source  of  alt  ficc 

"  The  fifth,  to  manage  your  fortune  with  economy  ;  if  you  do  not  spend  il 
tra\-agantly,  you  will  have  what  '\^  necessary  to  assist  you  in  case  of  need    V 
must  not,  however,  save  too  much,  and  become  a  miser.    If  you  have  but  a  li 
and  yet  spend  ihnt  little  with  propriety,  you  will  gain  many  friends ;  but  if,  rm 
the  contrary,  you  possess  great  riches^  and  do  not  make  a  proper  use  of  Ihcm. 
every  one  will  dtspise  and  abandon  you." 

Noureddjn  Mi  continued  giving  this  kind  of  adtnce  to  his  son  till  tbe  U» 
.moment  of  his  life  ;  .ind  when  he  died,  he  was  interred  with  .ill  Ihe  hon 
due  to  his  rank  and  dignity.  Bedrcddin  H.ass.in  of  Balsora,  for  thus  he 
named  from  his  (King  bom  in  that  town,  was  inconsolable  at  the  death  of 
father.  Instead  of  one  month,  as  is  the  custom,  he  passed  two  in  his  rrtrcat.  to 
give  way  to  his  sorrow,  during  which  lime  he  would  not  sec  any  one  nor  even 
■go  out  to  pay  his  ri-spccts  to  the  sultan,  who  being  displeased  with  this  oeglecl. 
which  he  considered  as  a  mark  of  contempt  tovrards  him  and  his  court,  suffered 
his  anger  to  rise  to  a  great  height   He  summoned  the  new  grand  vtticr  whom  be 
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^^Pdected  to  supply  the  pKice  of  Xour«Jdin  Ali,  nnd  ordered  him  to  go  to  the 

^BvM  of  the  dccea^cti  and  to  confiscate  it,  togcthrr  with  all  his  other  houses, 
0iadi,  and  ciTccts,  withnni  leaving  anything  for  Bedreddin  Hassan,  vhose 
W**k  alto  he  d«sired  to  be  seized. 

TWgnmd  vizier,  Accompanied  bj*  a  number  of  the  oRiccrs  of  the  palace,  im- 
■*4udf  set  out  to  execute  his  commission.  One  of  the  slaves  of  Bcdrcddtn 
Htmn,  who  had  by  chance  joined  the  crowd,  no  sooner  learnt  ihe  intention  of 
iMpiiid  vificr  than  he  hastened  to  warn  his  master  of  the  danger.  He  found 
Waxtled  in  the  vcslibolc  of  his  house,  in  as  deep  affliction  as  if  his  father  »as 
••JW  dead.  He  threw  himself  at  his  feet,  quite  out  of  breath,  and  after  having 
Ward  the  bottom  of  his  robe.  *'  Fly,  my  loid,"  cried  he,  "  Hy  quickly  t"  "  What 
^'fcenutter?"  inquired  Bedreddin,  raising  his  he.id;  "what  news  hast  thou?" 
*Kf  lard."  replied  the  slave,  "you  h.-wc  not  a  moment  to  lose.  The  sultan  is 
■■Hul  aj^nst  you,  and  they  arc  now  coming  by  his  order  to  confiscate  all  your 
fOiMiuos.  and  even  to  sciic  your  person." 

Ttotntrlli)*eDce  of  his  faithful  and  affectionate  slave  occasioned  Ucdrcddin 
"■wperptenty.  "  But,"  said  he,  "  cannot  I  return  and  take  at  least  some  money 
'■J  trvels  ?  ■*  "  My  dear  lord."  replied  the  slave,  "  the  grand  viiicr  will  be  here 
'•aBomcnt.  Depart  instantly  and  make  your  escape."  Bedreddin  Hassan 
'^edturly  i:ot  up  from  the  sofa  on  which  he 'was  sitting,  and  put  on  his  slippers; 
•fc*  eOfrrrnL-  his  head  with  one  comer  of  his  robe  to  conce.il  his  face,  he  Hed, 
•ttwit  ^  'here  to  turn  his  steps  to  avoid  the  danger  which  threatened 

**tt-    7  '  '\jj;ht  that  occurred  was  to  reach  the  nearest  gate  of  the  city. 

'^1*0"  I'piriR  till  he  came  to  the  public  cemetery,  and,  as  night  was 

*H»Mci.  ■  lined  to  pass  it  near  his  fathers  lomb.    Tliis  was  a  large  edi- 

**«!■  ^'cc.  built  in  the  shape  of  a  dome,  which  Nourrddin 

^hid  lime.     But  Bedreddin  on  his  way  met  with  a  Jew, 

'^wts  vr_ry  re  i.  .\:\\\  ,i  ii  inker  and  Hicrchant  by  profession;  lie  was  returning 
^Aeciiy  from  a  plncc  where  he  had  been  on  business. 
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This  Jew.  who  wns  called  Isnnc,  knowing  Bcdreddin  Hi'-'-.m   -^inntywi  imd 
saluted  him  vcrj-  n.-5pccifully.   After  having  kissctl  his  li.i;  lonl. 

may  I  Inko  the  liberty  uf  asking  you  where  you  arc  gying  ■':  '•"  in«l 

I  in  .ippe.irance  so  apiaied?  Is  there  anything  thai  aifiitts  you  r'  "  Ves,"  rr- 
i  pitta  Bedrcddin,  "I  fell  .tsleep  just  now,  and  my  fiulicr  appeared  to  mc  ta  a 
drrain.  He  had  a  dreadful  countenance,  as  if  he  had  been  very  An>py  with  me. 
I  airoke  much  temried,  and  set  oil  immediately  to  come  and  pray  at  his  tamtx" 
"  My  lord,"  replied  the  Jew,  who  did  not  know  the  real  cause  of  Bedrcddia'* 
i{uittin];  the  ciiv,  '*.is  the  late  grand  vizier,  your  father  ami  my  lord  of  happy 
m'jmor>-,  had  severa)  vessels  laden  with  merchandise,  which  arc  still  at  SCA  Aod 
ni.>w  belong  to  you,  I  entreat  you  to  grant  mc  the  preference  oi-er  any  other  tna- 
ch.int.    I  am  m  a  situ.itiun  to  purchase  for  ready  money  lli  '!  yoi:r 

Vessels,  and  n*  a  proof  ol  what  I  s;iy,  if  you  approve  of  it.  ■hmj 

i-s-ind  sequins  for  the  fitst  which  arrives  in  port.  1  hdvc  Uu-in  ik-ic  m  .1  |>u(3Ct 
and  am  ready  to  advance  them."  Saying  this,  he  drew  out  from  under  his  robe 
a  large  purse  sealed  with  his  seal,  which  he  showed  him. 

Uedreddin  Hassan,  siiu.itcd  as  he  w.\s,  forced  to  tly  from  his  home  and  robbed 
of  cvcrythini;  he  Tiossesscd,  looked  upon  this  proposition  of  the  Jew  asa  CiToar 
from  Heaven,  and  accepted  the  oii'cr  with  ;;rca:  joy.  "  My  lord,"  said  ihc  Jew, 
"  you  gram  me.  then,  (he  cargo  of  the  first  of  your  vcsseU  that  arnves  for  one 
thousand  sctiuins?"  "Yes,"  replied  licdrvddin,  "  I  do;  the  Uir^itm  is  made." 
The  Jew  then  put  the  purse  of  sequins  into  his  hands,  at  the  s  imc  \mve  oifennn 
10  count  ihem ;  but  Bedrcildin  spared  him  the  trouble  by  saying  he  tnisied  in  hii 
honour.  ''Well,  then,  my  lord,"  resumed  the  Jew,  "will  you  have  the  ^oodneu 
to  write  a  little  agreement  of  the  bargain  we  have  made  t "  He  then  pulled 
from  his  jjirdle  an  inkhom,  and  having  taken  a  cane  prepared  for  writing, 
presented  it  to  him  with  a  bit  of  paper  which  he  found  in  his  pocket>book, 
while  he  held  the  ink,  Bedrcddin  «Tote  these  words: 

"This  writing  is  to  witness  that  Bedreddin  Hassan  of  BaUora  has  sold 
cargo  of  the  hrst  of  his  ships  which  makes  this  port  to  the  J  ew  1  saac,  for  the 
of  one  thousand  sequms  received.         '' bEL>K£DiJiM  Hassan  o(-  BaioOHa." 

Having  written  this,  he  gave  it  to  the  Jew,  who  put  it  in  bis  pocket-book  and 
ihe^  scKtrated,  Isaac  pursuing  his  way  to  the  city,  and  Hcdrcudin  Hasaaa  thai 
which  led  to  the  tomb  of  his  father.  When  he'  had  reached  it,  he  proKnisd 
himself  with  his  face  towards  the  earth,  -ind.  bathed  in  tears,  began  to  lancM 
his  miserable  fate.  ^AIas!"said  he,  "  unfortunate  Uedredtlin.  what  wiU  bcooaie 
of  thee?  Whither  wilt  ihou  go  to  seek  an  asylum  from  the  unjust  prinoe 
persecutes  thee  r  Was  it  not  affliction  enouj^b  to  lose  a  father  so  dejir  ?  Vl 
would  fortune  add  another  grief  to  those  thou  hadst  already  suffered?"  He 
maincd  a  considerabic  time  in  this  state,  but  at  length  he  arose,  and  leaaiog 
head  on  his  father's  sepulchre,  he  renewed  his  lamcntttions.  and  continued 
weep  and  si);h  until,  oveitakcn  by  sleep,  he  laid  himself  down  on  the  pavecDcat, 
where  he  fell  into  a  gentle  slumber. 

He  scarcely  tasted  the  sweets  of  repose  when  a  genius  who  had  cho«ro  tbts 
cemetery  as  his  retreat  during  the  day,  prep^irmi:  to  bc>;in  his  nijjhilv  excuruonSt 
perceived  this  young  man  in  the  lomb  ol  Nourcddin  Ali.     He  uhI  h 

Bedreddin  lay  on  hi&  b.tck,  he  was  struck  with  admiraiion  of  .  and 

having  examined  him  attentively  for  some  time,  he  said  to  btiu^cii,  i<jpulga 
of  this  creature  by  his  countenance,  it  can  only  be  an  an^^el  sent  bv  God  (rata 
the  terrestrial  Faracliic  to  inlLime  the  world  with  his  beauty."  .After  he  had  co»- 
sideied  him  again,  he  rose  into  the  air,  where  by  chance  he  met  a  fairy.  They 
uluted  e.ich  other,  after  which  he  said, "  1  entreat  you  to  dcMend  wiiii  me  to  the 
ctnctery  where  I  live,  and  1  will  show  you  a  prodigy  m  beauty,  who  u  do  tea* 
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'ur  admirtition  than  of  mine."    The  fairy  consented,  and  they  both 

endfd.  When  they  were  in  the  tomb,  the  genius,  showing  lier  Bed- 
-  J,*"  said  he,  "did  you  ever  sec  so  handsome  a  youth  .is  this?" 
iry  eiammed  Uedreddia  aitenlively  ;  then  turning  towards  the  genius, 
I,"  replied  she,  '  that  he  is  very  well  made,  but  I  have  just  seen  at  Cairo 
Icbjcct  still  more  vandcrful ;  and  will  tell  you  something;  concerning  it  if  you 
~,  attend  to  me."  "  That  1  will  with  pleasure,"  replied  the  genius.  "  You  must 
taww,  iheiL."  resumed  the  (airy,  "  for  I  shall  begin  from  an  early  date,  that  the 
Suku  of  L-^ypt  ha^i  a  vizier,  named  Scheaueddin  Mohammed,  and  he  has  n 
dimmer  about  twenty  years  of  age.  She  is  the  most  beautiful  and  perfect  crca- 
lore  ihtt  was  ever  t«held.  The  sultan,  hearing  from  every  one  of  the  extra- 
Mdovybeaolyof  this  young  lady,  sent  for  the  vizier,  her  father,  a  few  days  since, 
utdaid  10  him, '  I  understand  you  have  a  daughter  who  is  marriageable,  and  1 
wisbtomakc  her  my  »'ife ;  wilj  not  you  give  your  consent?'  The  viiier,  who 
Moot  at  all  evpect  such  a  proposal,  vas  rather  disconcened  ;  hut  he  was  not 
dudedbytlic  prosi>cct  of  such  a  match  for  his  daughter;  and  instead  of  accept* 
iviltto^er  with  joy.  as  many  in  his  place  would  have  done,  he  replied  to  the 
Mtiat, '  Sire.  I  am  not  worthy  of  tlie  honour  your  majesty  would  confer  on  me. 
ad  1  bninbty  entreat  you  not  to  be  displeased  that  1  should  oppose  your  design. 
Ym  know  that  I  had  a  brother  called  Noureddin  Ali,  ^^  ho,  as  well  as  myself,  had 
tbckoooui'  of  being  one  of  your  viziers.  We  had  a  quarrel  Ingelher,  which  w.is 
IheciQse  of  his  suddenly  disappearing,  and  I  h.ive  never  heard  of  him  since  that 
thKUQ  within  these  four  days,  wlien  I  learnt  that  he  is  lately  dead  at  llalsora, 
rtm  he  enjoyed  the  dignity  of  grand  vizier  to  the  sultan  of  that  kingdom.  He 
kbleft  one  son,  and  as  we  formerly  agreed  to  marn*  our  children,  if  ever  we  had 
n7ttoeach  other,  I  am  persuaded  that  when  he  died  he  continued  in  the  same 
Wp,  For  this  reason  1  wish,  on  my  part,  to  perform  my  promise  ;  and  I  sup- 
piicue  your  majesty  to  permit  me  to  do  so.  There  are  many  nobles  in  this  court 
*ho  have  daughters  as  well  as  myself,  and  whom  you  can  honour  with  your 

'The  Saltan  of  Bgypt  was  extremely  irritated  by  the  refusal  of  Schcmseddin 
Mahvnmed,  and  said  to  him,  in  a  transport  of  anger  which  he  could  not  tup- 
!■(«.  Ml  i:  thus  you  return  the  goodness  with  which  I  condescended  to  propose 
■yUliance  l^■tth  your  family?  I  shall  know  how  to  revenge  myself  for  the  prc- 
tscbce you  have  the  assurance  to  show  to  another  ;  and  I  s«car  to  you  that  your 
^>fl|^Hcr  shall  have  no  other  husband  than  the  lowest  and  most  ill-looking  of 
piUwi.'  Saying  this  he  dismissed  the  vizier,  who  returned  home  full  of  con- 
■••oo  and  much  mortified- 

"To^lay  the  sultan  ordered  one  of  his  grooms  to  be  brought  to  him,  who  is 
^  laufh  deformed,  and  so  ugly,  that  it  is  impossible  to  look  at  him  without 
*•(■«;  and  after  having  commanded  Schcmseddin  Mohammed  to  give  his 
*Btltin  to  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  with  this  honible  alaw,  he  had  the  con- 
*Qct  drawn  up.  and  signed  by  witnesses  in  his  presence.  The  preparations  for 
'hveomoos  nupdals  are  now  completed,  and  at  this  moment  all  the  slaves  of 
l^lnndees  of  the  Kgyptian  court  are  at  the  door  of  a  bath,  each  with  a  torch 
aha  lund  ;  they  arc  waiting  for  hunchback,  the  groom,  who  is  in  the  bath,  to 
^Kiifleut.  that  ihc)-  may  lead  him  to  his  bride,  who  is  already  dressed  for  his 
Ijeqtkin.  At  the  time  I  left  Cairo  the  ladies  were  assembled  to  conduct  her.  in 
^  npti^  emamcTits,  to  the  hall,  where  she  is  to  receive  her  deformed  bnde- 
P>MB,«|id  where  *hc  is  now  expecting  him.  1  saw  her,  and  assure  you  that  it 
■l^CMible  to  View  her  without  admiration." 

^Wten  ihc  fair\'  had  rcased  speiiking,  the  genius  replied  that  he  could  not 
•Inc  it  possible  for  the  beauty  of  this  damsel  to  surpass  th;U  of  the  youth  before 
""I  will  not  dispute  with  you,"  said  the  fair>' ;  "  I  will  only  say  that  he 
to  many  the  charming  lady  who  is  destined  for  the  groom ;  and  I  think 
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we  should  perform  an  action  worthy  of  ourselvei  were  we  to  oppoK  the  iajtutioe 
of  the  sullan,  and  to  subsliiule  iliis  youn)f  man  for  the  slave."  "  Vou  reason 
ju&tly,"  resumed  the  genius,  "and  you  cannot  conceive  how  much  I  admire  you 
for  this  idea.  I  conseni ;  let  us  counteract  the  veni^eance  of  the  suUan,  console 
an  afflicted  latlier,  and  make  his  daughter  .is  h^ppy  as  she  now  conceives  bersd/ 
miserable.  1  will  omit  nothing  to  make  this  project  succeed,  and  1  am  pcrsuideo 
that  on  your  part  you  will  not  be  sparing  in  your  exertions  ;  I  take  upon  me  to 
CiiTf  this  youth  to  Cairo  witliout  uaking  hiui,  and  I  leave  to  you  the  care  of  the 
disposal  of  him  after  we  have  executed  our  enterprise."' 

After  the  genius  and  the  fiiry  had  concerted  logetber  what  they  should  do,lbc 
former  gently  raised  Bedrcddin,  and  transported  him  through  the  air  with  an 
inconceivable  swifmess,  and  placed  him  at  the  door  of  a  public  apanment  ad- 
joining  the  bath  from  whence  the  groom  was  to  come,  accompanied  by  the  slavci 
who  were  waiting  for  him. 

Bedreddin  Hassan,  awaking  at  this  instant,  was  much  astonished  to  Had  hin^ 
■elf  in  a  city  he  was  not  acquainted  with ;  and  was  going  to  inquire  where  he 
was,  when  Uic  genius  gave  him  a  gentle  lap  on  the  shoulder,  and  warned  him 
mt  to  speak  a  word  ;  then  putting  a  torch  in  his  hand,  "  Co,"  said  he  to  faim, 
"  and  mix  with  the  people  whom  you  sec  at  the  door  of  th.it  bath,  and  walk  with 
them  till  you  come  lo  a  h.iU,  where  a  wedding  is  going  to  be  celebrated.  You 
will  easily  distinguish  the  bridegroom  by  his  being  deformed.  Place  yourself  on 
his  right  hand  when  you  enter,  and  open  now  and  then  the  purseof  sequins  which 
you  luve  in  your  bosom,  and  distribute  them  among  the  musicians  and  danccn 
as  you  go  along.  When  you  have  reached  the  hall,  do  not  tail  to  give  some  alco 
10  the  female  slaves,  whom  you  wiU  sec  about  the  bride,  when  they  approach  you. 
But  remanbcr.  whenever  you  put  your  hand  in  your  purse,  draw  it  out  full  of 
sequins,  and  beware  of  sparing  tbem.  Do  exactly  as  I  have  told  you,  with  coo- 
lidence,  and  be  not  surprised  at  anything;  fear  no  one,  and  trust  for  the  conse- 
quences to  the  superior  power  of  one  who  will  dispose  of  everything  as  he  thialu 
best  for  you." 

The  young  Bedreddin,  well  instructed  in  what  he  was  to  do,  advanced  towatdi 
the  door  of  the  bath.  The  tirst  thing  he  did  was  to  hght  \\\%  torch  by  thai  of  « 
slave  :  then  mixing  with  the  rest,  as  if  he  had  belonged  tn  a  grandee  of  Cain>khe 
walked  with  them,  and  accompanied  the  groom,  who  came  uut  of  the  both  ■ad 
mounted  one  of  the  horses  from  the  sultan's  stable. 

Hedreddin,  linding  himself  near  the  musii:i.'ins  and  dancers,  who  preceded  the 
buQchbnck,  frcquenily  drew  from  his  purse  handftils  of  sequins,  which  he  disbn- 
buted  amongst  them.  As  he  conferred  these  bounties  with  adrnirable  grace  ud 
the  most  ubbgin^  air,  all  those  who  had  received  them  cost  their  eyes  on  Mm  \ 
amd  no  sooner  had  they  seen  him  than  they  were  riveted  on  him,  so  gmt  was 
his  beauty  and  the  symmetry  of  his  person. 

They  at  length  arrived  at  the  gates  of  Schcmscddin  .Moh.-immed's  palace,  who 
little  thought  his  nephew  was  so  near  him.  Some  of  the  officers,  to  prevent  con- 
fusion,  stopped  all  the  slaves  who  carried  torches,  and  would  not  suffer  them  lo 
enter.  They  .ilso  wanted  to  exclude  Bedreddin  Hassan,  but  the  musicians  and 
dancers,  for  whom  the  doors  were  open,  decUred  they  would  not  proceed  if  he 
were  not  allowed  to  accompciny  them.  "  He  is  not  one  of  ihc  slaves,"  said  they. 
"  you  have  only  to  look  at  him  to  be  fully  convinced  of  that.  He  mu*.i  be  som-- 
young  stranger,  who  wishes  from  curiosity  to  see  the  ceremonies  observed  ai 
weddings  m  this  city."  Saying  this,  they  placed  him  in  the  midil  of  thrr-L.  .--  ' 
made  him  go  in.  notwithstanding  the  ofificcrs.  They  took  from  him  hu  . 
and  after  having  introduced  him  into  the  hall,  they  placed  him  on  the  ngl.L  ;wi.w 
of  the  groom,  who  was  seated  on  a  magnificent  throne,  next  to  the  djui(htcr  ot 
the  vizier. 

She  was  dressed  in  her  richest  ornaments,  but  her  cotmtcnance  dtspUycd  a 


75tif  History  \]f  Nourtddin  Ali  and  Bcdn»idin  Hassan. 


'59 


teguor,  or  ralher  a  desponding  sorrow,  of  which  it  was  no  difficult  matter  to 
Hsnac  the  cau%*,  on  *«inK  by  her  side  so  deformed  a  husbind,  and  one  so  little 
ilcwtviot;  b(T  love.  The  throne  of  ihts  ill>inatchcd  pair  was  erected  in  tlie  middle 
<^aU^CM>r.-i ;  thewiv'csof  the  cuiirs,  viziers,  and  otHccrs  of  the  sultan's  chimber. 
iDptlhcr  with  miiny  other  ladies  of  the  court,  as  well  as  of  the  city,  were  seated  a 
bokbdow  on  each  side  according  lo  their  rank  ;  :ind  all  were  so  brilliantly  and 
ikMjr  dressed,  that  ihc  whole  formed  a  beautiful  spectacle.  They  each  held  a 
filled  fiambeau. 

when  they  saw  Bedreddin  Hassan  enter,  they  all  fixed  their  eyes  on  him,  and 
CMldnot  cease  lookmg  at  him,  so  much  were  they  struck  with  the  beauty  of  his 
<(ua  and  countenance.  When  he  was  seated,  each  lady  quitted  her  place  to 
nm  ID  opportanity  of  obscr\'m;;  him  closely,  and  not  one  returned  to  it  again 
ibo  dad  not  fed  a  tender  emotion  arise  in  her  bosom. 

Tie  ditfercoce  which  existed  between  the  appearance  of  Bedreddin  Hassan 
ami ibc crooked  groom  ^ve  rise  to  no  few  murmurs  among  the  assembly.  "That 
hudsome  youth,"  exclaimed  the  ladies,  ''ought  to  possess  our  bride,' and  not 
tkidefonned  wretch,"  They  did  not  rest  here,  for  they  even  ventured  to  utter 
iauRcations  against  the  sultan,  who,  abusing  his  absolute  power,  had  united 
wBttitjr  to  beauty.  They  also  vented  execrations  on  the  ^oom,  and  put  him 
qvt  out  of  countenance,  much  to  the  diversion  of  the  spectators,  who  by  their 
kOBbn^  lor  some  time  interrupted  the  symphony  wbicb  was  playing.  At  length 
theoBsicujis  again  began  their  concert,  and  the  women  who  bad  dressed  the 
tiide  approached  her. 

Etch  time  the  bride  changed  her  dress,  which  it  was  her  custom  to  do  seven 
dilnm  times  st>c  arose,  and,  followed  by  her  women,  pasted  before  the  groom 
■■teat  deigning  to  look  at  him,  nnd  went  to  present  herself  to  Bedreddin  Hassan. 
t9  Amr  hendf  to  him  in  her  new  ornaments.  Bedreddin  then,  according  to  the 
■■Mntctioaj  be  bad  rcccivt>l  from  the  genius,  put  his  hand  into  the  purse,  and 
<lRwil(wt  fuU  of  scijuins,  which  he  distributed  to  tbe  women  who  attended  the 
Inde,  He  did  not  forget  the  musicians  and  dancers,  and  gave  them  some  also. 
it  ns  a  pleasant  sight  to  obser\'e  them  all  pushing  and  scrambling  for  the 
scnlu ;  while  the)'  testitied  their  gratitude,  and  told  him  by  signs  that  they 
*iu(d  him  to  marry  the  bnde  instead  of  the  hunchbacked  groom.  The  women 
vlnwcre  about  her  said  the  stame  thing,  e\'cn  in  the  hearing  of  the  hunchback. 

When  the  ceremony  of  changing  the  dresses  was  completed,  the  musicians 
dlicd  playing  and  retired,  making  signs  to  Bedreddin  to  remain.  The  ladies 
^tbcBtroe  thing,  and  took  their  leave  lof^clher  with  all  those  who  did  not 
WOH  to  the  bouse.  The  bride  went  into  n  closet,  where  her  women  followed 
touttcti  her.  and  there  remained  no  one  in  the  hall  except  tlic  hunchbacked 
Bedreddin,  and  some  servants.     The  hunchback,  who  was  furiously  en- 


'Ifcdirith  Bedreddin.  gave  him  a  scowling  look  out  of  ihe  comer  of  his  ej-es 
"W'hai  art  thou  waiting  for  ? "  he  called  out,  **  why  dost  thou  not  depart  with  the 
"Si  Walk  oil."  As  lledieddin  had  no  pretext  for  remaining  there,  he  retired 
■ilW  tmbarrassed  ;  but  he  was  scircely  out  of  the  vestibule  when  the  genius 
nd  the  fairy  presented  themselves  before  him  and  stopped  him.  "  Where  art 
iW  foing  }  "  said  the  genius.  "  Return,  for  the  hunchback  has  left  the  ball :  you 
kUdathtng  to  do  but  to  make  your  way  to  the  chamber  of  the  bride.  When 
fM  ire  alone  with  her.  tell  her  confidently  that  you  are  her  husband — that  the 
*bu  ocdy  intended  lo  divert  hinisctf  with  the  hunchback,  and  that  to  appease 
^Prcteadol  husband  you  have  ordered  him  a  larse  di«h  of  cream  in  his  stable. 
With  giicb  a  person  as  ynur^.  you  will  not  find  much  difiicuHv  in  persuading  her, 
■dtbe  win  W  delighted  with  so  agreeable  an  exchange.  We  are  now  going  to 
^ecair  that  thr  hunchback  sh-ilfnot  return  to  prevent  you  from  passing  tbe 

hi  w^th  your  bnde,  (or  she  is  yours,  not  his." 

i^liile  ibcgauus  wu  thus  encouraging  Bedreddin,  and  iastructinehim  in  what 


he  wu  to  Co,  the  hunchback  had  quilted  the  halL  The  genius  went  to  the  pi 
he  had  reiircd  to,  and  assuming  the  figure  of  a  large  black  cat,  began  lo  mew  *^^^-k 
a  tcrritic  manner ;  the  htinchback  clapped  his  hands  and  made  a  noise  to  frishtei^^^, 
it  away  :  but  the  cat,  in&iea<l  of  reueating,  made  a  high  back,  and  fixed  its  cy««« 
almost  darting  tire,  Kerceiy  on  him,  mewing  still  louder  than  before.  It  thea  in-  ' 
creased  in  size  so  much  that  it  shortly  appeared  lanrcr  than  an  ass.  The  hiitick- 
back  at  this  sight  was  going  to  call  for  assistance,  buc  he  was  so  terrihed  ihit  be 
could  not  utter  a  sound,  and  remained  with  his  mouth  open  unable  to  speak.  Ta 
increase  his  terror,  the  genius  suddenly  changed  into  a  lar^c  buffalo,  and  undei 
this  shape  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  "  Ba.sc  hunchback!"  At  these  words  tbe 
frightened  groom  fell  upon  the  lloor,  and  covering  his  head  with  his  robe  to  avoid 
seeing  thisliorrible  beast,  he  replied,  trembling,  **  Sovereign  prince  of  the  btiA- 
loes,  nh:\t  do  you  retjuire  of  me?"  "  III  befall  thee  !  "  repUed  the  genius;  **kast 
thou  the  temerity  to  dare  to  marry  my  mistress  ? "  *'  Ah,  sir,"  cried  the  hunch- 
back, "  I  implore  you  to  pardon  me  I  If  1  am  criminal,  it  is  throuj^h  ignotfuncc 
alone  :  I  did  not  know  that  the  lady  had  a  bun'alo  for  her  lover.  ComRtaad  mc 
in  whatever  you  please.  I  su-ear  L  am  ready  to  obL-y."  "  By  death  ! "  resumod  \ht 
genius,  "  if  thou  quiuest  this  spot,  or  breakest  silence  before  the  sun  rises— nay, 
if  thou  utt<^rcst  but  a  syllabic— I  will  crush  thy  heud  to  atom»  !  My  that  time  1 
permit  tliee  to  leave  this  house,  but  I  command  thee  to  dy  ([uickly,  and  not  to 
luok  back ;  and  if  tliou  ha^t  ever  the  audacity  to  return,  it  shall  co«i  thee  th)r 
life."  Thus  saying,  the  genius  transformed  himself  into  a  man.  and  look  the 
hunchback  by  the  heels  ;  then  after  holding  him  against  the  wall,  his  he.id  dova- 
wards,  he  added,  "  If  ibou  darcst  to  stir  before  the  sun  anscs,  1  will,  a.s  I  bare 
said,  take  thee  by  the  feet  and  dash  iby  head  mio  a  thousand  pieces  agaum  this 
wall" 

To  return  to  Bedreddin  Hassan,  who,  encouraged  by  the  genius  and  tbe  Wry, 
had  re-entered  the  hall,  and  had  gone  privately  into  (he  nuptial  chamber,  where 
he  seated  himself— waiting  with  anxious  expectation  the  successor  his  advenlBrc. 
At  the  expiration  of  some  lime  the  bride  arrived,  conducted  by  an  old  woman, 
who  stopped  at  the  door  to  wish  the  bridegroom  happiness,  without  looking 
whether  it  was  the  hunchback  or  another ;  she  then  shut  it  nnd  retired. 

The  youni;  bride  was  extremely  surprised  at  seemg,  instead  of  the  hunchback, 
Bedreddin  Hassan,  who  presented  himself  to  her  with  the  utmost  grace  imagin* 
able.  "  Ha  !  my  friend,"  exclaimed  she,  "how  came  you  here  at  this  hour.*  I 
suppose  you  are  one  of  my  husband's  comrades."  "No,  madam."  replied  Bed- 
reddin, "  I  am  in  a  different  situation  from  that  disgusting  hunchback."  "  But,* 
replied  she,  "you  do  not  seem  lo  be  aware  tliat  you  are  abusing  my  hushUHL* 
"  He  your  husband,  mad.-»m  ?  '  returned  Bedreddin.  *"  Can  you  remain  so  long  in 
this  opinion  ?  lie  undeceived :  such  beauty  will  not  be  satnticed  to  the  raoct 
despicable  of  men.  I,  madam,  am  the  happy  mort.il  for  whom  it  is  reserved. 
The  sultan  chose  to  amuse  himself  with  imposing  this  little  deceit  on  like  vbkr 
your  father,  and  has  fixed  on  mc  for  your  true  husband.  You  must  have  obMmd 
ihat  the  Udies,  the  musicians,  the  dancers,  your  women — in  short,  every  one  be- 
longing to  your  house,  were  diverted  with  this  comedy.  Wc  have  dismissed  the 
poor  hunchback  to  his  stable,  where  he  is  now  regaling  himscU  with  a  di^h  of 
cream  :  and  you  may  rest  assured  that  tie  will  never  more  appear  before  your 
b'T,\utiful  eyes." 

At  this  discourse  the  daughter  of  the  vizier,  who  had  entered  (he  anptttl 
chamber  more  dead  ilian  ahve,  changed  countenance,  and  assumed  an  atr  of 
gaiety,  which  added  so  much  to  her  beauty  that  Uodreddin  was  quite  charmed 
vith  her.  "  1  did  not  expect,"  uid  she,  "so  agreeable  a  surprise.  I  conndcred 
myself  as  condemned  to  pass  the  rest  of  my  days  in  misery  ;  but  my  h.H'r<PW» 
is  so  much  greater  as  I  am  gomg  to  be  unitedtoamanso  worthy  of  my  afTcctioa.* 
She  then  retired.   Bedreddin  Hassan^  on  his  part,  was  delighted  Co  6nd  kinttctf 


-fti  pofsesstOB  of  so  many  charms,  and  (Quickly  undressed.  He  put  his  clothes 
«o  a  chair,  together  with  the  pur$e  which  the  Jew  had  given  him,  and  which 
im  %u\\  full,  Dotwithstonding  all  he  had  taken  from  it. 

UTjcn  the  lovers  were  asleep,  the  genius,  who  had  rejoined  the  fairy,  told  her 
it  was  now  time  to  complete  what  they  had  so  well  begun,  and  so  happily  con- 
4liictcd  thus  br.  "  Let  us  not  be  surprised,"  said  he,  "by  dayhght,  which  wUl  now 
soon  appear ;  go  and  take  away  the  young  man  without  waking  him." 

The  fairy  repaired  to  the  chamber  of  tlie  lovers,  who  were  both  in  a  profound 
abept  and  Hole  away  Bedreddtn  Hassan,  <lressed  as  he  was  in  his  shirt  and 
drawers;  then  flying  with  wonderful  swiftness  to  the  gates  of  [Damascus,  in  Syria, 
»hitber  she  was  accompanied  by  the  genius,  they  arrived  precisely  at  the  time 
when  the  minister,  appoinied  for  that  purpose,  was  calling  the  people  to  prayers 
al  break  of  day.  The  fairy  gently  placed  Bedreddin  on  the  ground  near  the  gate, 
ud  then  retired  with  the  genius. 

The  fUM  were  opened,  and  the  people  who  had  assembled  in  great  numbers 
tafaont  were  extremely  surprised  at  seeing  Redrcddin  Hassan  extended  on  the 
B«nd  in  only  his  shirt  and  drawers.  One  said, "  He  has  been  obliged  to  decamp 
nm  somc^-herc  in  such  haste  he  had  not  time  to  dress  himself."  "See,"  said 
>aodicr,"towhat  accidents  one  is  exposed  !  he  has  passed  the  night  in  drinkinK 
ai;k  htf  friends,  and  being  inebriated,  went  out  for  some  purpose,  and  instead 
ol  letoming  he  has  wandered  here,  not  knowing  what  he  did,  and  has  been  over- 
■tn  by  sleep."  Others  formed  different  opinions,  but  no  one  could  guess  by 
•Ul  chance  he  got  there.  A  slight  brceie  which  was  beginning  to  nse  blew 
aade  his  shin  aivd  exposed  a  bosom  whiter  than  snow.  They  were  all  so  sur- 
pnaed  with  the  whiteness  of  his  skin,  that  they  exclaimed  with  admiration  so  loud 
Mtoavaken  the  young  man.  His  astonishment  was  not  tcss  thantheirson  And- 
■ihiaueirat  the  gate  of  a  cir>'  where  he  had  never  been,  and  surrounded  by  a 
ocad  of  people,  who  were  examining  him  attentively.  "  Gentlemen,"  said  he, 
"I  Qtreat  yon  to  inform  me  where  I  am.  and  what  you  want  of  me."  One  of 
ilwij  replied, '*  Young  man,  the  gates  of  this  city  are  but  just  opened,  and  when 
■came  oat  we  found  you  lying  here,  just  as  you  now  arc,  and  we  stopped  to 
Mac  you.  Have  you  passed  the  night  here  —  and  do  you  know  that  you 
^tt  one  of  the  gates  of  Damascus?'  "  At  one  of  the  gates  of  Damascus  !" 
—hill led  Bedreddin.  "  You  arc  joking  with  me  ;  when  I  went  to  bed  last  night 
1  *»  at  Cairo."  At  these  words  some  of  the  people,  moved  with  compassion, 
wd  it  «u  a  pity  that  so  handsome  a  youth  should  have  lost  his  senses,  and  then 
^Mcdon. 
"My  Kia,''audagoodold  man  to  him,  "you  must  be  mistaken,  for  how  could 
w  be  last  m^t  at  Cairo,  and  this  morning  at  Damascus  ?  That  cannot  be." 
'Utt  very  true  notwithstanding,'*  replied  Bedre<ldin,  "and  I  protest  to  you,  also, 
;l  passed  iJwr  whole  of  yesterday  at  B.^l5ora,''  He  had  scarcely  pronounced 
r  voids,  when  ihe>  all  burst  into  a  laugh,  and  cried,  "He  is  mad  I  he  is  mad!  ' 
^  bowe\'er,  piued  htm  on  account  of  his  extreme  youth,  and  a  man  who  was 
^McBt  said,  •'  My  son,  you  have  lost  your  reason  ;  you  know  not  what  you  say. 
™*  is  It  possible  that  a  man  should  be  in  the  day  at  Balsora,  in  the  night  at 
Cbw,  ana  in  the  morning  at  Damascus  ?  Vou  surely  cannot  be  awake  :  collect 
{nrihoughla  a  little."  "  What  I  tell  vou."  rejoined  Bedreddin,  "  is  so  true,  that 
I  tu  last  night  married  in  the  city  of  Cairo  "  All  those  who  had  laughed  before 
*>*i«dODbled  Uieir  bughier  at  hearing  this.  "Take  care,"  resumed  the  pcr- 
I  "ho  addressed  him  before ;  "  you  must  have  dreamed  all  this,  and  the  lUu- 
laiill  remains  impressed  on  your  mind."  **  I  know  what  i  say,'"  replied  the 
Eh ;  "  tell  me,  then,  how  I  should  have  dreamed  1  was  at  Cairo,  where  I  am 
Knaaded  I  was  in  reality,  where  my  bndc  was  conducted  seven  times  before 
».  each  time  m  a  diU'creot  dress,  and  where  I  saw  a  frightful  hunchback,  to 
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whom  the>'  were  going  to  many  ber?   TeH  me,  too,  what  is  become  of  my  robe 
my  turban,  and  the  purse  of  sequins  I  had  at  Cairo  ?^ 

Although  he  assured  them  thai  all  this  u-aa  true,  yet  the  people  who  listened  ti 
him  only  laughed  .11  what  he  said,  which  so  confused  him  that  he  did  not  luiowhim 
self  what  to  think  of  alt  that  had  h.ippcned.  At  length  he  aro«:  and  walked  intr 
the  city,  and  the  crowd  followed  him,  cr)'ing  out, "  A  madman  t  a  madman  ! "  Oi 
hearing  this,  some  ran  to  the  \rindows,  others  came  out  at  their  doors,  and  sonu 
joining  those  who  had  surrounded  Bedreddin,  cried  cut  aUoin  the  same  manner 
**  A  madman  !  ^  without  knowing  why.  Being  much  embarrassed  by  this  occur' 
Fence,  he  came  to  the  house  ofa  pastr>'cook  who  was  opening  his  sboj^  and 
entered  it  lo  escape  from  ihe  hooting  of  the  mob  who  fallowed  hint. 

This  pastrycook  had  formerly  been  the  chief  of  a  troop  of  wandering  Anbs 
who  attacked  cara^-ans,  and  aldiough  he  was  established  at  Damascus,  where 
no  one  had  any  reason  to  comptam  of  his  conduct,  yet  was  he  feared  by  all  who 
had  any  knowledge  of  him.  The  first  look,  therefore,  which  he  cast  on  the 
populace  that  followed  Bedreddin  dispersed  them.  The  pastrycook,  seeing  the 
coast  clear,  began  to  question  the  young  titan,  inquiring  who  he  was,  and  whai 
had  led  him  to  Damascus.  Bedreddin  did  not  conceal  either  his  birth  or  the 
death  of  the  grand  vizier  his  father,  and  then  proceeded  to  relate  how  he  had  left 
Balsora,  and  in  what  manner,  after  f.illing  asleep  on  the  tomb  of  hi&  father,  he 
had,  on  waking,  found  himself  at  Cairo,  where  he  had  married  a  lady.  Lastly, 
he  expressed  his  surprise  at  seeing  himself  at  Damascus,  without  bcmg  able  10 
comprehend  any  of  these  miracles. 

**  Your  history  is  ver>*  astonishing,"  said  the  pastrycook,  '*  but  if  you  will  foUo« 
my  advice,  you  will  not  disclose  to  any  one  the  circumstance  you  have  related 
to  me,  and  yon  will  wait  patiently  until  Heaven  shall  be  pleased  to  put  a  period 
to  the  misfortunes  with  which  it  thinks  proper  to  afdict  you.  You  may  remain 
with  me  till  such  a  change  takes  place  ;  and  as  I  have  no  children,  i  will  acknow* 
ledge  you  as  my  son  if  you  consent  After  I  have  adopted  you,  you  may  go  fredy 
about  the  city,  and  will  no  longer  be  exposed  to  the  insults  of  the  poputace.* 

Although  this  adoption  conferred  no  great  honour  on  the  son  of  a  grand  vijier, 
Bedreddin  nevertheless  accepted  the  proposal  of  the  pastrycook,  judging  TCty 
properly  that  it  was  the  only  step  he  could  take  m  his  present  situation.  The 
pastr>-cook  procured  him  a  dress,  and  taking  witnesses  with  him,  went  before 
a  cadi  to  declare  that  he  acknowledged  him  as  his  son  ;  after  which  Bedreddin 
resided  with  him,  taking  only  the  simple  name  of  Hassan,  and  learned  the  ait 
of  making  p.i5try. 

Whilst  this  was  passing  at  I>,Tmascus  the  daughtcrof  Schemscddin  Mohammed 
awoke  ;  and  not  finding  Bedreddin  by  her  side,  concluded  Uiat  he  had  nscn  &oftly 
rot  to  interrupt  her  slumbers,  and  that  he  would  soon  come  b-ick  agairL  She 
was  waiting  his  return  when  the  vijicr  Schemscddin  Mohammed,  her  father, 
much  affected  by  the  affront  he  conceived  had  beenp^t  upon  him  by  the  Sultan 
of  Egypt,  came  and  knocked  at  the  door  of  her  ap.irtment,tluit  he  might  bewaB 
with  her  Ihe  unhappy  destiny  she  had  been  forced  to  submit  to.  He  called  her 
by  her  name,  and  she  no  sooner  heard  his  voice  than  she  got  up  to  open  the  doot 
to  him.  She  kissed  his  hand,  and  received  him  with  an  air  of  so  much  Sltt^ 
faction  that  the  vizier,  who  expected  to  find  her  bathed  in  teats,  and  as  nnefc 
afilictcd  as  he  felt  himself,  w.ts  extremely  surprised.  **  Unhappy  girl  !•"  cried  be, 
in  an  angry  tone,  *'  is  it  thus  you  appear  before  me  ?  After  the  hornd  sacrifice 
you  have  just  completed,  can  you  present  yourself  to  me  with  a  countenance 
which  bespeaks  content?"  When  the  bride  perceived  her  father's  displeasure 
at  the  joy  which  bnghtcned  her  features,  she  replied,  "  My  lord,  I  eotttrat  you 
not  to  reproach  me  so  unjustly.  It  is  not  that  monster,  the  hunchback,  who  it 
more  detestable  in  my  eyes  than  death  itself,  to  whom  I  have  been  nunifd  ;  all 
the  company  treated  him  with  such  derision  and  cwitcmpt  that  be  was  obliged 
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tOKDiwsir  and  hide  himself,  and  make  room  for  a  charming  young  man  who  is 
mv  true  hasband."  "What  stoo'^n:  yourcUiing;"  inierruptcd  the  grand  viiicr; 
"aid  not  the  hunchback  marry  you  last  night?"  "No.  my  lord,"  returned 
Ae,  **  I  vas  married  10  the  young  man  I  ^vas  speaking  of,  who  has  large 
iyts,and  Ane  black  eyebrows."  At  these  words,  St:iianseddJn  tost  alt  patience, 
aJNlput  himself  in  a  violent  rage  with  his  daughter.  "Ah,  foolish  girt," said  he, 
**ill  you  make  me  lose  my  senses  by  relating  such  f.ilsehoods?"  '^  It  is  yoo^ 
&lh*r,"  replied  she,  "*  who  almost  drive  me  out  of  my  senses  by  your  incredulity." 
'UiiDOt  inic,  then,"  coniioued  the  vizier,  "that  the  hunchback—"  "Ah,  let 
u  t:dk  no  more  of  the  hunchback,"  mtemipied  she, "  evil  attend  the  hunchback  I 
Quut  1  for  ever  hear  nothin;;  but  the  hunchback's  name  repeated  in  ray  ears  ?  I 
i^jki  telt  jrou,"  added  the,  **  that  he  has  not  passed  the  night  in  my  chamber ; 
lainijrdettrhtisband  whom  1  have  mentioned  to  you  was  the  person ;  and  indefd 
beannot  be  now  at  any  great  distance  from  hence.' 

Sdkeniseddin  Mohammi.-d  went  out  immediately  to  look  for  him  ;  but  instead 
c^fiiding  him,  he  was  in  the  greatest  aslonishmcnt  ai  seeing  the  hunchback 
Un  standing  on  his  head  with  his  feet  in  the  air,  and  in  the  very  situation  in 
•bditbe  genios  had  left  him.  "What  is  the  meaning  of  all  this?"  he  asked 
In;  "who  placed  you  in  that  situation  ? "  The  hunchback,  who  instantly  recog- 
osd  the  vizier,  answered  directly,  *"  Ah,  ha !  you  wish  to  pive  me  m  marriage  to 
At  oislress  of  a  buffalo,  do  you  ?  to  one  who  is  in  love  with  a  villanous  genius  ? 
Iv  I  voDt  be  your  dupe,  1  promise  you ;  so  do  not  think  of  tnckmg  me  in  that 


SAoBscddtn  Mohammed  thought  the  hunchback  was  out  of  his  senses  when 
Mlktafd  him  talk  in  this  manner.  "  Get  away  from  hence,"  he  cried, "  and  stand 
<9BB rour  legs.*^  "  I  will  take  good  care  how  I  do  that,'  answered  he,  **  tmlcss 
•fced  the  sun  be  risen.  You  must  know  that  as  I  was  coming  here  ycstertlay 
fvoinK,  a  l:u);c  black  cat  suddenly  appeared  to  me  ;  and  it  kept  increasing  in 
nt  tJU  u  was  OS  targe  as  a  buffalo.  1  shall  never  forget  what  it  said  to  me ; 
ond,  therefore,  your  on-n  concerns,  and  leave  me  here."  Instead,  however,  of 
rag.  the  vixier  took  hold  of  the  hunchback  by  the  legs,  and  obliged  him  to  get 
^  He  was  no  sooner  on  his  legs  than  he  ran  away  as  fast  as  e%'er  he  coiud, 
"''kBat  stopping  once  to  took  bchmd  him.  He  ncnt  directly  to  the  palace, and 
Pgmal  bimscir  before  the  Sultan  of  Egypt,  who  was  highly  diverted  at  the 
'ftBBoi  be  gave  of  the  manner  in  wliich  the  genius  had  ireaied  him. 

Schenseddin  Mohammed  then  went  back  to  his  daughters  apartment  still 
OOiC  astonished  than  before,  and  quite  uncertain  how  to  think  or  act.  *'  Well, 
'^AiuiMuul  giri,"  he  said  to  his  d.iaghter,  "  can  you  give  mc  no  further  account 
*flUsadrentare,  which  both  confuses  and  distracts  me?  '  "hir,'  she  replied, 
*lQnaol  lell  you  anything  more  than  I  have  akeady  had  the  honour  of  inforro- 
■t^QB  o£  But  look  here, "  she  added,  "here  is  some  part  of  my  husband's 
nv,  which  he  has  left  on  this  chair,  and  perhaps  this  may  throw  some  light  on 
tfcityoa  wish  to  discover.''  In  saying  this  she  presented  the  turban  of  Bcdrcddin 
*4*  tizicr.  who  took  and  examined  it  in  every  part.  "I  should  conjecture 
tialo  be  ■  turban  that  belonged  to  a  vizier,  if  it  were  not  made  in  the  fashion  of 
Aw  of  Moussoul."  As  he  was  thus  feeling  it.  he  thought  he  perceived  some- 
•cwi)  up  in  the  inside  of  it  between  the  fold-i.  Me  asked,  therefore,  for 
sdsMMS,  and  having  unripped  it,  he  discovered  a  p.-iper  folded  up.     This 

tin&a  the  packet  which  Noureddin  Ali  had  given  to  his  son  bedreddin,  on 

rionh-bcd,  and  who  had  concealed  it  in  tbi»  place  as  the  best  method.  i»f 
pttnfalf  It.  Schemseddin  Mohammed  having  opened  the  packet,  instantly 
*>■•  dw  handwriting  of  his  brother  N'oureddm  Ali.  and  read  the  following 
^hrtO:  •*  For  my  son,  Bedreddin  Hassan."  Before  he  had  time  to  reflect  on 
Aeit  cfaconutances.  his  daughter  put  the  purse  into  her  father's  hands,  which 
'^  bKl  foaad  in  UnUeddin's  pocket.     He  immediately  opened  it,  and  saw  it 
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filled  with  »»]uios,  as  I  have  before  mentioned  :  for  thraueh  the  care  of  the 
Kcnius  and  fairy,  Jt  constantly  remained  full,  in  spite  of  all  the  sums  th»(  Bed* 
reddin  had  bestowed  on  those  around  him.  L'pon  a  son  of  ticket  attachM  to 
the  purse,  he  read  ilie*e  words  —"A  thousand  sequins  belonging  to  the  Jew 
Issac."  And  under  them  the  following,  which  the  Jew  bad  u-nttt:n  before  he  had 
left  Bedreddm  ;— "  Dt-Uvcred  to  Dedretldin  Hassan,  in  payment  for  the  carpi^ 
which  he  has  sold  me,  of  tlie  first  vessel  that  arrives  in  port  belonging  to  htm, 
and  which  did  belong  to  Nourcddin  Aii,  his  father,  of  happy  zncmorj,"  He  had 
Kircdy  finished  reading  these  H-ords,  when  he  uttered  a  loud  cry  and  minted 
awmy. 

When  the  nrierSchcraseddin  Mohammed  was  recovered  from  hts  fainting  by 
the  assistance  of  his  daughter, and  the  women  she  had  colled, — "My  daughter, 
said  he,  **  be  not  surprised  at  the  accident  which  lias  just  happened  to  me  ;  the 
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caasc  of  it  Is  such  that  >-ou  will  hardly  give  credit  to  it.  The  husband,  vbo 
been  with  you.  is  no  other  than  your  cousin,  the  son  of  Xoureddin  Ali. 
thousand  setjuins  that  ate  in  this  purse  remind  rac  of  the  quarrel  I  had  vitb  IBf 
dear  brother.  This,  without  doubt,  is  the  wedding  present  he  makes  yon.  Godbr 
praised  for  all  these  things,  and  particularly  for  this  wondoful  adventnrc,  which 
SO  mamftstly  proves  H  is  power."*  He  then  looked  at  the  writing  of  his  bracks* 
and  kissed  it  5c\x'r.il  times,  bathing  it  with  his  tears.  **\Vhy  camwC  l/aaU  hcu 
"see  Noureddin  himself  here,  and  be  reconciled  tohtm,as  well  as  I  seehbhiB^ 
which  causes  me  so  much  joy } " 

He  read  the  p.^iket  through,  and  found  the  dates  of  his  brolhet^  arrival  was- 
Babora,  of  his  marria::;e,  and  of  the  birth  of  Bodreildtn  Hassan  ;  then  CMDpario^^ 
these  dates  with  those  of  his  ou-n  marri.ige,and  of  his  d.nughter's  birth  ai  rairft  ^ 
be  could  not  help  wondering  at  the  coincidence  ;  and  rcficcting  that  his  Bcph^^ 
was  his  son-in-law,  he  gave  himself  up  entirely  to  the  emotions  of  plcaswe  wU^k 
all  these  circumst-inces  gave  rise  to.  He  took  the  packet,  and  the  ticket  oA*  ib^ 
purse,  nnd  showed  them  to  ihc  sultan,  who  readily  forgave  what  had  piTwrl. 

Nevertheless  Scbemseddin  Mohammed  could  not  comprehend  why  hbiuftfaev 
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I  dtnppeared  ;  he  hoped,  however,  every  moment,  that  he  would  arrive,  and 
tetl  him  with  ihc  greatest  imp«.ticnce,  that  he  might  embrace  him.  >Iavii)g 
d  icwo  days  without  seeing  him,  he  ordered  hira  to  be  sought  for  in  every 
of  C^ro.  but  be  could  hear  no  tidings  of  faim,  which  caused  him  great 
ubos.  '■  This  is  indeed,"  said  he,  *'  a  singular  ad%'eoture  ;  surely  such  never 
bddlnottal  before." 
L'ocenain  what  might  happen  in  the  course  of  time,  he  thought  proper  to  write 
tf  the  account  of  what  had  taken  place— the  manner  in  which  ine  nuptials 
'  cclebraled,  and  how  the  hall  and  the  chamber  of  his  daughter  were  fur- 
cd.  He  also  made  a  parcel  of  the  turban,  the  purse,  and  the  rest  of  the  dress 
fBedieddio,  and  locked  it  up. 
Al  tbe  expiration  of  a  few  days,  llic  daughter  of  Schcmseddin  Mohammed  per- 
(tifed  herself  to  be  pregnant,  and  in  nine  months  ^e  was  ddivcrcd  of  a  son.  A 
BBH  vas  provided  for  the  child,  with  other  women  and  staves  to  attend  upon 
teiUd  his  grandfather  named  him  Agib. 

Wk&the  youi^  Agib  had  atuincd  the  age  of  seven  years,  the  vizier  Schem- 
Mddn  MotuaniDed,  instead  of  having  him  taught  to  read  at  home,  sent  him  to 
vhool  to  a  master  who  had  a  great  reputation  for  his  learning,  and  two  slaves 
had  the  care  of  conducting  and  bringing  him  back  every  day.  Agib  used  to  play 
■iihlus  comrades,  and  as  tbey  were  all  of  much  inferior  condition  to  himself, 
thtf  b^ved  towards  him  with  great  deference ;  and  m  this  the  master  of  the 
■dttol  tet  the  example,  by  excusing  many  f.iults  in  Agib  which  he  did  not  pass 
Win  tbe  other  scholars.  The  blind  submission  with  which  Agib  was  treated 
coarpktely  spoilt  him  ;  he  became  proud  and  insolent ;  he  expected  his  com- 
PUMU  to  bear  everything  from  him,  but  would  not  in  return  comply  witb  any 
<f  tJMtr  wishes.  He  domineered  everywhere  ;  and  if  any  one  dared  to  oppose 
b  dnires,  he  vented  his  anger  in  abusive  language,  and  often  even  in  blows. 
At  bit  be  made  himself  so  insupportable  to  all  the  scholars,  that  they  complained 
*f  ^  to  the  master  of  the  school  At  first  he  exhorted  them  to  have  patience  ; 
t^vhen  he  perceived  that  by  so  doing  he  only  increased  the  insolence  of  Agib, 
^  boDg  dred  himself  of  the  trouble  he  gave  him,  he  said  to  them,  "  My  bc^'S, 
Incthtl  Agib  isan  impertinent  fellow;  1  will  tell  you  how  to  mortify  him,  and 

■  *  vay  that  will  prevent  his  lomicnting  you  .iny  longer ;  indeed,  that  maypre- 
*Btt  his  returning  any  more  to  school.  To-morrow  when  he  comes,  and  you  are 
Pn^  10  play  together,  place  yourselves  round  him,  and  let  one  of  you  say  aloud, 
'We  are  going  to  play,  but  on  condition  that  they  who  play  shall  tell  their  name, 
*S(lthat  of  their  latlier  and  mother.  Those  who  refuse  to  do  so  we  shall  con- 
■■fa  u  butards,  and  wiU  not  admit  them  to  our  games.' " 

ThefolJoving  day  when  they  were  assembled,  they  did  not  fail  to  do  as  their 
*Halad  tiistructed  them.   They  surrounded  Agib.  -ind  one  of  them  said,  "Let 

■  pity  at  some  game,  but  on  condition  that  he  who  cannot  tell  his  name,  and 
4m  ol  his  father  and  mother,  shall  not  play  with  us."  They  all  agreed,  Agib  as 
^asthc  rest,  to  these  conditions.  Then  the  boy  who  bad  spoken  first  intcr- 
IVIcd  Ibon  ail.  and  each  answered  satisfactorily  till  be  came  to  Agib,  who  re- 
Mm,  <*  t  am  called  Agib,  my  mother  is  named  the  Queen  of  Beauty,  and  my 
wwrts  Schcmseddin  Mohammed,  the  viiier  of  the  sultan." 

At  these  words  .ill  the  children  cried,  "  Acib,  what  are  you  saying  ?  that  is  not 
^  nine  of  your  father,  but  of  your  grannfather."  "  Heaven  confound  you  !" 
iffcid  he  angrily;  "wh.it  \  do  you  dare  say  that  the  viiier  Schemseddin  Mi>- 
^>«mcd  )s  not  my  father?"  The  scholars  all  laughed  at  him,  saying,  "No, 
*».  he  ts  only  your  grandfather,  and  you  shall  not  play  with  us  ;  we  will  take 
t*to«  to  come  near  you.*'  Then  they  left  him,  and  continued  to  laugb  among 
^■Mdvci.     Agib  was  mortiAcd  at  their  joking  him,  and  began  to  cry. 

The  muttr,  wbo  had  been  listening,  and  heard  all  that  passed,  now  made  his 
'HWiilHiil,  and  addressing  Agib,  "  l>o  not  you  yet  know,  Agib, "  said  he,  "that 
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the  virier  Schemseddin  Mohammed  is  not  >-our  father  ?   He  is  your  grant 
and  ihc  faihcr  of  your  mother,  the  'jueen  of  Beauty.     We,  as  well  as  yot 
are  ignorant  of  the  name  of  your  father  ;  we  only  know  that  the  sultan  wishc 
marry  your  mother  to  one  of  his  grooms,  who  iras  deformed,  but  that  acenius 
mamcd  her  ini:itcad.  This  is  unpleasant  for  you,  but  it  ought  to  teach  yoa  to  tmt 
your  companions  witli  less  hau^himess  than  you  have  hitherto  done* 

The  little  Agib,  vexed  at  the  jokes  of  his  schoolfellows,  mimediatel^  teft  Uk 
school,  and  returned  home  in  tears.  He  went  first  to  the  apartment  of  his  mother, 
who,  alarmed  at  seeing  him  in  so  much  affliction,  anxiously  inquired  the  cautr. 
He  could  only  answer  by  broken  words,  inlcrrupted  with  sobs,  so  great  was  bis 
grief ;  and  it  was  not  till  after  several  attempts  that  he  could  explain  the  mortilS- 
ing  Bubject  of  his  sorrow.  When  he  had  finished,  "■  In  the  name  of  God.  mother," 
added  he,  "do  tell  mc  who  is  my  lather."  "My  son,"rephed  she,  ''your  fatbcr 
is  the  viiicr  Schemscddm  Mohammed,  who  embraces  you  every  day."  *'  You  do 
not  tell  me  the  truth,'  lesuincd  he,  ''  he  ia  not  my  father,  but  yours.  But  wbote 
son  am  I  .^ " 

At  this  question,  the  Queea  of  Beauty,  recalling  to  her  mind  the  night  of  her 
marriage,  M-hich  had  been  followed  by  so  long  a  widowhood,  be^n  to  weep  with 
th;  utmost  regret  for  the  loss  of  a  husb.ind  so  .amiable  as  nedreddio. 

At  the  moment  while  the  f^ueen  of  Heauty,  as  well  as  her  son  Agib,  was  weep- 
mg,  the  vizier  Schemseddin  Mohantmed  entered,  and  desired  to  know  ibc  cause 
of  their  atiiiction.  His  daughter  informed  him  by  relating  the  mortification  her 
son  had  met  with  at  school.  This  accoum  very  much  ati'cclcd  the  viiicr,  who  jotocd 
his  tears  with  theirs  ;  and  who,  supposmg  from  this  that  the  world  entertained 
opinions  not  very  favourable  to  his  daughter's  virtue,  felt  extremely  mortified. 
Being  very  much  disturbed  by  this  cruel  reflection,  he  went  to  the  palace  of  the 
sultan,  and  after  having  prosTr.it<?(l  himself  ."^t  his  feet,  he  humbly  entreated  bin 
to  grant  him  permission  to  take  a  journey  into  the  provinces  of  the  Levant,  and 
more  particularly  to  Ltalsora.  to  acek  his  nephew  Bcdrcddin  Hassan  ;  for  be 
could  not  bear  that  the  whole  city  should  suppose  that  a  genius  was  the  husUand  of 
his  daughter.  Tlie  sultan  felt  for  the  grief  of  the  vizier,  approved  his  intention, 
and  gave  him  leave  to  eveciite  it :  he  even  wrote  a  letter  of  recommendation,  in  the 
most  obliging  manner,  to  the  princes  and  nobles  m  whose  dominions  Bedreddib 
might  be,  to  give  their  consent  that  he  should  accompany  the  grand  viiier. 

Schemseddin  Mohammed  could  not  find  words  to  express  his  gratitude  to  the 
sultan  for  all  his  goodness  towards  him.  He  could  only  prostrate  himself  a 
second  time  before  this  prince ;  but  the  tears  which  flowed  from  his  ejcs  snf- 
ticiently  proved  his  feelings.  ,\t  length  he  look  his  leave  of  the  sultan,  after  wish- 
ing him  cx'cry  ksnd  of  prosperity.  Wlien  he  returned  home,  he  immediaidy 
began  to  prepare  for  his  departure,  which  was  done  with  so  much  dili>;ence,  that 
at  the  end  of  four  days  he  set  oiT,  accompanied  by  his  daughter  and  by  Agib  )^ 
grandson. 

They  took  the  road  to  Damascus,  and  travelled  nineteen  days  without  stoppiog ; 
but  on  the  twentieth,  being  amved  in  a  beautiful  meadow,  at  a  little  distance  firwn 
the  gates  of  that  city,  they  alighted,  and  bad  their  tents  pitched  on  the  bank»j  ' 
a  river,  which  runs  through  the  city,  and  renders  the  surrounding  country 
agreeable. 

The  vizier  Schemseddin  Mohammed  resolved  to  remain  two  days  in  this  1 
tifiil  spot,  and  to  continue  hrs  joutnev  on  the  third.  He,  however,  allowed 
pcnoDS  m  hii  suite  to  visit  Damascus.  The>"  almost  all  av.iiled  themseh 
this  permission,  come  from  curiosity  tn  see  a  city  they  had  heard  so  favouraUy 
spoken  of,  others  to  diipose  of  the  Eg)-ptian  merchandise  which  they  had  faroagld 
with  them,  or  to  bu>  the  silks  and  rarities  it  produced. 

The  Queen  of  Lvamy,  wishing  that  her  son  Agib  should  also  have  the  gnlii- 
caxioo  01  walking  about  this  celebrated  city,  ordered  the  black  eunucb  who  fiDad 
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of  governor  lo  ibc  child  to  take  him  there,  and  be  very  cirtfal  that  he 
did  not  meet  with  any  accident. 
A^xh,  being  m.ignihcently  dressed,  set  out  with  the  eunuch,  who  carried  a  Large 
in  his  hand.  They  had  no  sooner  entered  the  cit>-  than  Agib.  who  was  as 
util'ul  as  the  morning,  attracted  the  admiration  of  every  one.  Some  ran  out 
from  ilteir  doors  to  see  him  nearer;  other*!  cume  to  the  windows;  and  ttiosc  who 
walking  in  tlie  streelii,  not  satisfied  with  stopping  to  look  at  him,  accompa- 
him,  in  order  to  have*  the  jilcasurc  of  contemplating  his  beauty  for  a  longer 
In  short,  eicnr'  one  admired  him,  and  poured  benedictions  on  his  father 
mother  for  Jiaviny  brought  into  the  world  so  sweet  a  boy.  The  eunuch  and 
came  b>-  chance  to  the  ^hop  where  Bedreddin  f  !.iasan  was,  and  being  sur- 
'  ~  by  so  great  a  crowd  of  people,  they  were  obli^d  to  stop  at  his  door, 
pastrycook  who  had  adopted  Bedreddin  as  his  son  had  been  dead  some 
and  left  him,  as  his  heir,  his  shop  and  all  his  property.  Bedreddin,  there- 
,was  now  master  of  tlie  shop,  and  exercised  the  trade  of  pastrycook  so  suc- 
cfniyiy  that  lie  had  acquired  a  greal  reputation  in  Damascus.  Observing  so 
nunv  people  assembled  round  hi^  door  to  look  at  Agib  and  tlie  black  eunuch, 
bealio  bt^an  to  examine  them  attentively. 

Having  cast  his  eyes  on  Agib,  he  felt  himself  agitated,  yet  without  knowing 
»trjr.  He  was  not  struck,  like  the  mnb,  with  the  extreme  beaut>'  of  this  bo>-:  his 
raaliiMi  art»e  from  another  cause,  which  he  could  not  comprehend  It  was  the 
fwnof  blood  which  agitated  this  tender  father,  who,  leaving  his  occupations, 
HVnKhed  Agib,  and  said  to  him,  wttli  an  engaging  air,  "  My  little  t'cntleman, 
y*  have  won  my  heart,  and  I  bcK  you  will  do  me  the  favour  to  waRc  into  my 
■Inpiand  eat  some  of  my  pastrj",  thai  I  may  during  that  lime  have  the  pleasure 
ttfidnuring  ytiu  at  my  leisure."  He  pronounced  these  words  with  so  much  ten- 
dttscas  that  the  tears'  came  into  his  eyes.  The  little  Afib  was  arTecicd  by  It,  and 
nn^  towards  'die  eunuch,  said, "  This  good  man  has  a  countenance  that  pleases 
■i;  ud  lie  speaks  to  me  in  so  affectionate  a  manner  that  I  cannot  avoid  doinu 
<*«  he  icqucsu :  let  us  go  in  and  eat  some  of  his  oastrj-."  "  Oh,  no,  indeed, 
Rpbed  the  eunuch ;  "  it  would  be  a  prctiy  tale  to  tell,  that  the  son  of  a  vizier,  as 
J<tiii «e, went  into.-i  pasir^TOok's  shop  to  eat!  do  not  think  that  I  sh.i]I  suffer  il" 
All!,  my  younfj  gentleman,"  cried  Bedreddin  then, "  iheyare  very  cruel  to  trust 
■:  with  a  man  who  treats  >'OU  »o  harshly."  Then  addressing  the  eunuch, "  My 
'  iticod,"  said  he, "  do  not  prevent  Uiis  young  gentleman  from  doing  me  the 
1  »A ;  do  not  mortify  me  ao.  Radicr  do  me  the  honour  of  coming  in  witli 
.nd  by  50  dsing  you  w\\\  evince  that  althnu^h  you  are  without  as  brown  as 
'^chestnut,  yet  lh.it  you  arc  c»iu:illy  white  within.     Do  you  know,"  continued 

*t,'llr'-  '   ' '-t  which  will  change  your  colour  from  black  to  white?" 

"HlBeir  i^hon  hearing  this,  and  a^ked  Bedreddin  what  the  secret 

■n  "1  _,,.  .*.,.  ....,  replied  he,  and  immediately  he  recited  some  verses  In 
pout  et  black  eunuch*,  saying  th.it  it  was  owing  to  them  that  the  honour  of 
■IliBs,  of  princes,  and  of  all  great  men  w.is  in  safer)-.  The  eunuch  was  delighted 
•*lb  these  verses,  and  no  longer  resisting  the  entrcaVics  of  Bedreddin,  he  suffered 
Ari>  to  jro  into  Iiis  shop,  whither  he  also  accompanied  him. 
_Btd>e3din  Hassan  was  extremely  pleased  at  iiaving  obtained  his  request,  and 
WBTOBg  to  h'S  work  which  he  had  left. "  1  was  making,"  said  he, "  some  cheese- 
s'; *  if  you  please,  cat  some,  for  I  am  persuaded  you  will  find  them 
•fctDer.'  icT,  who  makes  them  admirably, taught  mc  how  to  make  them 
■^aad  liiey  I  Lime  from  all  tjuariers  of  the  town  to  buy  them  of  me."  Saying 
tiifaihedrew  a  cheesecake  out  of  the  m-en,  and  having  strewed  on  it  some  grains 
■f  pomegranate  and  sugar,  he  ser\-ed  it  to  Agib,  who  found  it  delicious.  TIic 
ttVBtj),  to  whom  Bedreddin  presented  one  likewise,  was  of  the  same  opinion. 

^Tolit  they  were  both  eating,  Bedreddin  exaaitncd  Agib  wiUi  the  greatest 
'BiBllao;  anid  re0ecting  that  he  perhaps  had  such  a  son  by  the  charming  wife 
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Trom  uhom  he  had  been  so  soon  and  so  cruelly  separated, be  could  not  su( 
srime  tears.     He  was  preparing  to  question  the  little  Agib  on  the  rcjson  of 
loumey  to  U.imascus,  but  had  not  time  to  satisfy  his  curiosity;  for  ihe  eunuc 
who  wished  to  hasten  his  return  to  the  tents  of  rus  grandfather,  took  him  awj 
as  soon  as  he  had  done  eating.    Ucdrcddin  Hassan  was  not  Kitisticd  with  folic 
ing  him  with  his  eves  unly,  but  immediately  shutting  up  his  shop,  he  set  off  after 
ihem,  and  ovcnook  them  by  tlie  time  ilu-y  had  reaclied  the  jjate  of  the  city. 

The  eunuch,  perceiving  that  he  followed  them,  was  very  much  surprisvu,  ai 
said  tohimanyrily, "  How  importunate  you  arc!  what  do  you  want  ?"  *'  Mv  pi 
friend,"  replied  IJedreddin,  "  do  not  be  displeased ;  I  have  a  little  bi:  ■ 
ciut  of  the  cir>',  which  I  have  tlioui^ht  ol^  and  1  must  go  and  ^ve  ordi : 
:ng  it"  This  answer  did  not  satisfy  the  eunuch,  who.  turning  to  Agib,  !.:iiu, 
wtiat  you  have  brought  on  mc.  I  foresaw  that  I  should  repent  of  my  compliant 
you  would  go  into  tliis  man's  shop,  but,  indeed,  1  was  a  fool  Co  suffer  iL"  **  V 
naps,"  said  Agib,  "he  may  really  have  business  out  of  the  city,  and  the  road 
free  for  every  one/  They  then  continued  walking  witlioul  looking  behind  the 
till  they  were  arrived  at  the  tents  of  the  grand  vizier;  they  then  louked  back,; 
saw  that  Uedreddin  followed  close.  Agib,  perceiving  that  he  was  within  a  f« 
paces  of  him,  blushed  and  turned  pale  successively,  according  to  the  diH'erer 
emotions  which  arose.  He  feared  that  the  viiicr,  his  grandfather,  would  Ic\r 
that  he  had  been  in  a  pastr>-cook'5  shop  to  eat  With  this  apprehension  be  tool: 
up  a  large  sionc  that  lay  at  his  feet,  threw  it  at  ik:drcddin,  and  sinking  him  in 
the  middle  of  his  forehead,  cuwrcd  htm  with  blood.  He  then  ran  away  a£  tm 
'as  he  could  into  the  tent  with  the  eunuch,  whu  lold  Bedreddin  that  he  must  not 
complain  of  a  misfoiiune  which  he  deserted,  and  had  brought  upuii  himsclC 

lledreddin  returned  to  the  city,  slopping  the  blood  from  his  wound  with  his 
apron,  which  he  had  not  taken  off.  "  I  was  wrong,''  5.iid  he  to  himself,  "  to  leave 
my  house,  and  occasion  so  much  pain  to  this  child ;  for  he  only  treated  me  ihiu 
because  he  no  doubt  supposed  that  I  had  some  bad  design  against  him."  Being 
[returned  home,  he  had  his  wound  dressed,  and  consoled  himself  with  rcBectias 
that  there  were  many  people  in  this  world  more  unfortunate  than  htraselC 

Bedreddin  continued  to  exercise  the  business  of  pastrycook  at  Oamascus,  and 
his  uncle  Schemseddin  .Mohammed  left  it  three  days  after  his  .\rrival.    He  took 
the  road  to  Emmnus,  from  thence  to  Hamath,  and  thence  to  Aleppo,  where  he 
rested  two  days.   From  Aleppo  he  crossed  the  Euphrates,  entered  .Mesopotamia, 
and  after  having  traversed  Alardin.  .Moussoul,  Sengu^,  Uiarbekir.  ancf  several 
oihcr  toxs-ns,  he  arrived  at  last  at  iialsora,  where  he  dirccdy  requested  an  audience 
of  the  sultan,  who  w'aj  no  sooner  informed  of  the  rank  uf  Schcmscddin  Mo- 
hammed than  he  granted  it.     He  received  him  very  favourably,  and  asked  him 
the  cause  of  his  journey  to  Balsora.    "Sire,"*  replied  the  vi/ier  Schcmscddin 
Mohammed,"  I  am  come  toleam  tidings  of  the  son  of  Noureddin  Ali,  my  brutber, 
who  bad  the  honour  of  scr^  ing  your  niajestj*."  "  It  is  a  long  time  since  Noureddin 
All  died,"  answered  the  sultan ;  "  as  for  his  son,  all  that  I  cin  inform  you  of  is      , 
that  about  two  months  after  the  death  of  his  father  he  suddenly  disappeared,  ^ui4H 
no  one  has  seen  him  since,  notwithstanding  the  pains  1  have  been  at  to  discovM^| 
him.    IJut  his  mother,  who  was  the  daughter  of  one  of  my  viiiers,  is  still  livingT^^ 
Schemseddin  Mohammed  requested  permission  to  see  her,  and  to  conduct  her 
into  Egypt,  to  which  the  sultan  having  consented,  he  would  not  defer  till  tbc 
morrow  so  great  a  gratification  :  he  inq^ulred  for  the  alxwie  of  this  lady,  and  went 
to  her  immediately,  accnmpanied  by  his  d.iughler  and  her  son. 

The  widow  of  Nourtrddin  Ali  lived' in  the  same  house  which  had  been  occut 
by  her  husband  durinj:  his  life.     It  w.as  a  handiome  mansion,  built  in  a 
style,  ."ind  ornamented  with  columns  of  marble  ;  but  Schemseddin  did  not 
to  admire  ii,     i)n  entering  it  he  kissed  the  door,  and  a  marble,  on  which 
written  in  fetters  of  gold  the  name  of  his  brother.    He  desired  lo  speak  to  his 
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ift-U<r,  whose  sen-ants  informed  him  that  she  was  in  a  small  edifice,  biiilt 
>ithC)hapcofidonic.  which  they  showed  him  in  the  middle  of  a  spacious  court. 
Ttii  tender  mother  was  accuslumcd  Ui  pass  the  greatest  part  of  the  day  and  nighl 
»lhM building,  which  she  had  erected  to  represent  tlie  tomb  of  BcdreddJn  Hassan, 
••oo  ibe  supposed  to  be  dead,  h.-»\nnK  so  long  in  vain  expected  his  return.  She 
J*  dtm  occupied  in  weeping  for  the  loss  of  this  dear  son,  and  Schemscddin 
*faBmed  found  her  buried  in  the  decpe<it  affliction. 

He  Mid  his  compliments  10  her  on  entering,  and  having  entreated  her  to  sus- 

PWl  her  tears  and  lamentations,  he  acquainted  her  that  he  had  the  honour  of 

f*™!- Vt  brother-in-law,  and  also  told  her  the  reason  which  had  caused  him  to 

'  -tiro  and  travd  to  Balsora.     After  having  informed  his  sister-in-law  of 

*  .L:ng  that  had  happened  at  Cairo  on  the  night  of  his  daughter's  nuptials, 
"*  :hp  *urpri<e  which  the  discovery  of  the  packet  that  was  found  sewn  up  in 
''fiwidin'i  turhan  bad  occasioned,  he  presented  Agih  and  the  Queen  of  Beauty 
■■her. 

^'iicn  the  widow  of  Xourcddin  Ali,  who  had  hitherto  remained  seated,  like 
**<  who  took  no  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  understood  by  the  conversa- 
*J<rf Schemscddin  Mohammed,  that  the  dear  son  she  so  much  regretted  might 
^be  alive,  she  got  up  and  closely  embraced  the  Queen  of  Beauty  and  the  little 
^\  m  whom  khe  recogniied  the  features  of  Ikrdreddin.  The  tears  that  now 
from  hef  €>■€»  wcie  different  from  those  she  had  been  long  in  the  habit  of 
too^  She  could  not  kiss  the  youth  enough,  who,  on  his  p.-irt.  received  her 
'■wiceswith  every  demonsirationof  joy  he  n-as  capable  of.  '*  It  is  time,  madam," 
*"'Schemjeddin  Mohammed.  "  to  put  an  end  to  your  sorrows,  and  to  dr^-  j-our 
^;  far  vou  must  now  nrraiiye  your  affairs,  and  go  with  us  into  Egj-pL  The 
^■ttfi  of  Hal9ora  has  given  me  permissiun  to  take  you  with  me,  and  I  tnist  you 
"JlaM  icfDse  your  consent.  I  hope  we  shall  yet  have  the  good  fortune  to  meet 
•*  my  nqibcw  your  son." 
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*n»c  widow  nf  Xoureddin  Ali  listened  to  this  proposal  with  grftit  plcisure,abd 
in9t.intly  began  to  malce  preparations  for  depanurc     During'  this  lime,  Schem-, 
seddin  Mohamincd  re'^ucsied  anotlicr  audience,  and  havintc  taken  Icive  of 
sultan,  who  sent  hitn  back  laden  with  honours,  and  with  a  tonaidcrabic  pre* 
for  the  Sultan  of  £g>'pt,  lie  left  Balsota,  and  a^ain  took  the  road  to  Uama* 

As  soon  as  they  had  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city,  Scheniscddin  ord( 
them  to  pitch  their  tents  just  without  the  gate  by  which  ihcy  frcrc  to  enter,  am 
fold  his  people  he  should  remain  there  three  days  for  the  purpose  of  rrstinff,  and 
also  to  ptircliase  whatever  was  most  curious  and  worthy  of  l«:i  '      ■ 

the  Sultan  f>f  Egypt.     While  he  himself  was  occupied  in  mal;. 
most  beautiful  ^tutVs  which  the  principal  merchants  had  hrtMiym  i>  ii;i;i,  .\^ 
entreated  the  lilack  eunuch,  his  Rovernor,  to  go  and  walk  in  the  city  nith  hii 
telling  him  th.it  he  wai  desirous  of  seeing  whatever  he  h.id  not  time  to  see  wh< 
he  was  there  before,  and  that  he  n-as  also  vcr>-  anxious  to  j^ct  some  intelllgenc 
of  the  pasiPi'cook  at  whom  he  had  ihrowu  the  stone  and  wounded.   The  eunnc 
agreed  to  it,  ami  walked  into  the  city  with  him,  having  6m  obtained  lca\'e  of 
his  moclicr.  the  (>ueen  of  beautv. 

The>'  entered  Damascus  by  the  gate  which  led  to  the  palace,  and  which  wa* 
ihe  one  that  was  nearest  to  the  tents  of  the  viiier  Schemseddin    Moh 
They  walked  through  the  great  squares,  saw  the  public  buildings,  and  llici 
market,  or  place  w-hcrc  the  richest  merchandise  was  sold.    They  then 
the  ancient  mosque  of  the  Ommtades  about  the  time  they  were  asscml 
pra>'cr5,  between  nonn  anil  sunset.    Tliey  then  passed  by  the  shop  of  Bee 
Hassan,  whom  they  found  still  engaged  in  making  dicesccakes.    "  Vour  »i 
Ktid  Agib  to  him  ;  "  look  at  me  ;  don't  you  remember  to  have  sect*  nt*- 
At  these  words  Ucdrcddin  cast  his  eyes  upon  him,  and  instantly  i 
At  the  vcrj'Bamc  nioment--05urprising  erfecl  of  paternal  lo^-e  I  :  .:  : 

emotion  he  had  done  the  first  tmie.  He  was  much  troubled;  ana  m^icad  ot 
answering  him,  lie  remained  some  time  nithout  the  pi.>wcr  uf  speaking  a  smglc 
word.  Having  at  length  recollected  tiim^elf,  he  said, "  Do  me  t}ic  favoa^MM 
young  lord,  once  more  lo  come  into  my  shop  with  your  govcnior,  and 
cheesecake.  I  l»eg  you  will  pardon  me  for  the  displeasure  [  caused  you 
[lowing  you  out  of  the  city :  1  u'ns  hardly  myself  and  knew  nm  what  1 
was  a  sort  of  cturm  which  drew  me  after  you,  and  which  1  could  oeitfaer 
nor  account  for." 

Agib,  surprised  at  this  speech  of  Bedrcddin,  replied, "  Tlie  friendiJiip  yoa  pro- 
fess towards  me  is  carrica  to  an  excess,  and  I  will  not  come  into  your  boow 
unless  you  pnimtse  faillifullv  not  to  foilow  mc  when  I  gti  aitay.  If  you  pltd» 
your  word  .ind  keep  it,  I  will  come  agam  to-morrovr,  while  the  viiicr  my  cnM- 
father  isciig.igetl  in  nulling  purchases  for  a  present  to  the  Sulunof  EgT|«,  **  Mj 
little  master."  .inswercd  llcorrddin  Hass^in,  "  I  will  do  anytliing  you  desire  mM 
Agib  and  the  eunuch  then  entered  into  his  shop, 

Redreddin  Immcdiatrly  prescnrc*!  ihem  «ith  some  cheesecakes,  which 
as  delicate  and  good  .\s  those  they  had  tasted  the  titsi  time.  "Come."  s.sid 
"sJldoivnne\t  mc.andcat  withus."'  Uedreddin  being  seated,  was  going  to  embrace 
Agib,  to  express  to  him  the  joy  he  experienced  at  Wing  near  lum  ;  but  A^ib 
pushed  him  back,  saying.  "  lie  quiet  :  your  friendship  is  too  tender.  Be  cnQfrtll 
wiih  KK>king  al  and  conversing  with  mc."  Itedreddin  obev-ed,  and  began  totu^ 
a  song,  whuli  he  toinposed  nt  the  monienc,  in  praise  of  AgiK  He  did  noi  eai, 
and  was  only  allenltve  to  serve  his  guests.  When  they  had  done  miing  he  g»v« 
OiCTn  waliT  (11  »i  i-l^  ii'  -Mi.t  .,  ii'Tv  ixW-w  n,^  ,1,1.  .■,-  ti.i.Vin  toM'JlK?  their  lunds. 
'He  then  iimk  .i  lowl  full, in  which  he 

It  some  sni'w  ;  „  K.  '  Tilr  it,"  wud  he- 

'ii  isstmte  rose  shcrl^ei,  the  most  delirious  ih.ti  this  i  .  ^vn  never' 

FlAsied  any  so  good."    Agib  drank  some  with  great  pK-  .n  then  took 

.itnbowt  and  presented  it  to  the  eunuch^  who  drank  it  up  tu  tlK  laM  drvp 
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Wbcn  ArA>  and  hi«  govrniDr  verc  utisticd,  th?)-  thankrti  the  pastrycook  for 
Ibe  KWmI  cacer  they  had  rc':ci\TdT  and  retamrd  at  qtiirk  n«  lhc>*  could,  it  bdnK 
ntber  Luc     Thc>-  nmveil  .it  the  tcnls  of  S^  '  '  '  n   Muhommctl,  and  went 

fint  to  that  which  the  l-idirs  uci.up)cd.     Th<'  'ir-r  of  Aiib  was  rejoiced 

in  aee  bun  a^.- 
nocrefinua  (> 
BteMSwouM 
Badraddln  i 
alt  next  bcr. 
be  BiuM  ba>L 
hjd  BLule  li 
cookl  ntake 
alw ;  bvl  the, 
dificnkr  tnte  It. 


'lad  always  her  si'!'  i.run-iulin  ir>  ^      :       .'     *.      xild 

■rmdnc  Agih.    '•Ah!  inyrhiW,  ■   ip- 

TT  .1  i  rotild  hA%*e  the  pleasure  of  cin>ii.»  mv,  .><u:   i.iiher 

I  do  you."     She  was  just  ^oing  to  supper  ;  she  miide  him 

'■  ■".  many  questions  about  his  walk  :  then,  aayinj;  that 

:,  iho  helped  turn  to  a  piece  of  cheesecake  tti.u  khe 

'  »  I)  cxeeUcnt ;  for  as  m-c  have  :itrc;idy  said,  bbc 

IV  pastrycook.    She  gave  some  tii  the  eunuch 

_     _       ;  much  with  Bcdrcddin,  Uiat  they  lould  Rith 


t'«  HCTIAU 
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A^  had  icareely  touched  a  bit  of  the  cbeoecake  he  had  been  bdped  lo. 
■Ikea,  pracoding  ihji  ii  did  not  suit  his  palate,  he  left  it  on  his  plate ;  and 
Sdahan  (far  ihis  was  ibe  name  of  the  eunuch)  did  the  k:ime-  The  widow  of 
Noareddin  Ali,  vexed  ai  accii^  her  Knndson  so  mdiifrr 
wid,  *  What,  my  son  :  do  you  scam  the  work  ai  my  h. 


tEBjrouiJaituinn 
finker.  B«dr«dd>> 
tbcm.*    "Ah,  Ri>  K 
caanoc  maksthcmbeM 
yva  tn  this  grsu  -ir; 
deal  belter  than  : 
At  these  wuril*  :  I, 


irh  good  chrCTec:>KCi, 
'■M  taught  ihc  ClIrtou^ 
1  i\gib,"a1I'>"     -  • 
iiastrycook 
.-uing  OA*  in  1 :..■,..  ^. 


:  another,  attth)fr  nn  an-: 


ScftatMa,"  uid  slie,  "is  my  p^nakon cnmutcd 
■hwJo  take  him  lu  cat  ai  4  ptsstrycnok^  Ukf  i  ">■■ 
|Aad  the  eunoi  h,  "  it  is  tnse  thnt  wc  hare  1 
did  tsoi  Ml  with  him."    •'  Car*'  ^^  mc."  inti-t 
aiad  at*  a  chccicciikc."    TIi 
tataie  Abruptly,  sml  rtin  l<>  : 
oaainuslwn  '  loneai^^ri^UK 

ttc  %UMx  i^  IdUkqittsii  than 
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Schcmseddin  Mohammed,  who  vras  nniiinlly  of  .1  wann  lemper,  did  not  omit 
to  favountble  .in  cppKriuniiy  oC  puiiing  himself  in  a  |).-i^sion.  He  immedUiety 
rci»ire<l  to  the  tcni  of  hi»  ^mtcr-in-Uw,  aiid  said  to  ihe  ctmurh,  "  Wretch  t  hast 
thou  the  temchty  to  jbu&c  the  contidencc  J  have  placed  m  the«?"  Schaban, 
aUhoujjh  sutticicniiy  convicted  by  the  te:>timony  of  A^ib.  thought  proper  stiU  10 
deny  the  t;ict.  Hut  the  child  tnaintaincd  the  contrary:  "Grandfather,"  uid  bfl 
to  .Schem^cddin  MohammcU,  "  1  assure  yuu  that  nc  ha\-c  eaten  so  much  that  W 
are  not  in  want  of  any  supper.  The  pasirycuok  also  rcjpilcd  us  with  3  lar^  bowl 
of  sherbet."  "  Well,  wiukcd  slave."  cried  the  vjijcr,  turnin);  to  the  eunuch,  "after 
thii  wilt  lliou  >lill  deny  thai  you  both  went  into  a  pastry-shop  and  ate  there  ?  " 
icliabaii  had  llie  effronlerj-  to  swear  that  it  is  not  true.  "'Thou  art  a  liar,"  Hi^ 
the  V  iiier  ;  *"  1  believe  my  grandson  rather  than  thee,  Nevcnheless,  if  thou 
eat  the  Mhole  uf  the  cheesecake  which  is  on  this  table,  1  &hall  be  persuaded  tl 
thou  speakesi  truth." 

Schaban,  although  full  to  the  ver>  throat,  submitted  to  this  trial,  and  took  a  blt^ 
of  the  chccsec.ikc,  but  he  was  obliged  la  take  it  out  of  his  mouth  again,  for  his 
stomach  turned  against  it  He  however  continued  in  his  falsehood,  and  said  that 
he  had  eaten  so  much  the  preceding  day  that  his  appetite  was  not  yet  retumcd. 
The  viiicr,  irritated  by  the  repealed  falsities  of  the  eunucb,  and  fully  convioced 
that  he  was  guilty,  had  him  laid  on  the  ground,  and  ordered  him  to  receive  ibe 
bastinado.  TTie  unhappy  wTCtch  uttered  loud  cries  on  suffering  this  punishnieDt« 
and  confessed  the  fact.  "  It  i*  true,"  cried  he, '"  that  we  did  eat  a  cheesecake  at 
a  pasirv-shop,  and  it  was  a  hundred  times  better  than  that  which  is  on  tliii 
table." ' 

The  widow  of  Noureddin  Ali  thought  that  it  was  through  spite  to  her  that 
Schaban  prai^d  the  pastrycook's  cheesecake,  therefore,  addressing  herself  to  bin, 
'*  I  cannot  believe,"  said  she,  **  that  the  cheesecakes  of  this  pastrycook  are  more 
excellent  than  mine.  I  H-ill  be  saiisiied  on  this  point ;  thou  knowcst  where  he 
lives ;  go  to  him,  and  brin^;  mc  back  a  cheesecake  directly."  She  then  orrSeitd 
some  money  to  be  given  to  the  eunuch  to  buy  the  cheesecake,  and  he  set  off 
Being  come  to  the  shop  cf  Itcdrcddin,  "  Here,  my  ^'ood  pastr>xook.*  said  be, 
"here  is  some  mone>*  for  you :  ^-ivc  me  one  of  vuur  clice^ccake* ;  one  oS  our  bulies 
Ivishes  to  taste  them."  There  happened  to  be  some  hot.  just  out  of  the  ovCA  ; 
3edreddin  chose  the  best,  and  giving  it  to  the  eunuch,  said,  "Take  this,  I  wanant 
il  tn  be  excellent  :  and  I  can  assure  you  that  no  one  in  the  world  can  nakc  fvch* 
excepting  my  mother,  who  perhaps  is  still  living." 

Schaban  retumcd  quickly  to  the  tent  with  his  cheesecake.  He  presented  it  10 
the  vridow  of  Nourcddin  Ali,  who  was  impatiently  expecting  iL  She  bmlcs  offa 
piece  to  taste  it,  but  it  had  scarcely  touched  her  lips  when  snc  uttered  a  load  or 
and  fainted  away.  Scbcmscddin  Mohammed,  who  was  present,  was  very  mKB 
surunsed  at  tins  accident;  hchimscif  threw  some  water  on  his  sister-in-law^  (iicc^ 
and  did  all  in  his  power  to  relieve  her.  As  soon  as  she  wa?  recovered  from  her 
fainting,  "  O  Cod ! "  she  cried,  "  it  must  ha^'e  been  my  son,  my  dear  son  Bed* 
tcddin,  who  nude  this  cake." 

When  the  vi/icr  Schemscddin  .Mohammed  heard  his  sister-in-law  lay  tlMI  it 
was  Uedredilm  Masvin  who  had  made  thechceiecakc  brfrtj>;ht  by  the  eu(uch,lw 
fell  inexprt  ^siblc  joy  ;  but  thenieilecting  that  this  joy  was  wiihnut  foundatton,  he 
SiUtd.  "  Hut,  m.idam,  what  makes  you  thmk  this?  Cinnot  there  be  a  pastnrconk 
in  the  world  who  is  able  10  make  cheesecakes  as  well  as  your  son  r "  "I  aUow,' 
replied  she,  "  that  there  may  be  pastrycooks  capable  of  iii.ikm};  them  ai  good : 
but  as  I  make  them  in  a  vcr\'  particular  manner,  and  as  iu>  'tiic  excci-l  mv  =0(1 
possesses  the  secret,  it  must  absolutelv  have  been  he  who  made  this- 
Joice.  my  dear  brotlwr,"  added  she  with  ininsi^ort ;  "we  Iiavc  at  length  t 

we  have  been  ;u  long  and  so  anxiously  seeking.""     "  Madam,"  replied  the  tLtwr, 

I  entreat  )ou  lu  moderate  your  impatience;  we  shall  Mxm  know  what  to  ihsnk 


7i^  Hiitory  cf  Noiirednin  Alt  and  BedrtdAin  Matstm. 
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of  ibrs  circumstanrc  We  have  only  to  desire  the  pastrycook  to  come  here;  if 
he  be  Bedreddin  lla:iun,  you  as  well  as  my  daughter  will  recnilect  him.  But  you 
must  conceal  your^lves,  and  see  him  unthout  his  seeing  you,  for  I  do  not  wi$h 
the  disccn'cry  io  take  place  at  Damascus,  t  intend  to  postpone  it  till  n-e  return 
to  Cairo,  wtiere  I  propose  gi^^^g  you  3  very  agreeable  entertainment." 

Saying  this,  he  left  ttic  ladies  in  their  lent,  and  retired  to  his  own.  He  there 
nude  fifty  of  his  people  come  before  hini,  and  said  to  them,  "  Take  each  of  you 
ft  scidc  and  follow  SchaUin,  who  will  conduct  you  to  a  pastrycook  in  the  city. 
VOtcn  jrou  arnvc,  break  e\er>'thing  you  find  in  his  shop :  if  he  inciuires  why  you 
Cttmiut  such  an  outrage,  only  ask  if  it  u'ns  not  he  who  made  the  cnccsec-ike  that 
*is  bought  of  him ;  ifne  replies  in  the  affirmative,  seize  his  person,  bind  him  n-ell, 
tad  faftai^  hira  to  me,  but  take  care  that  you  do  not  strike  or  hurt  him.    Go,  and 

The  Tuder  wis  auickly  obeyed ;  bis  people,  anncd  vctth  sticks,  and  conducted 
bytfaeblackeunacn.repaircd  to  thchouscof  Bcdrcddin  Hassan,  whcrtrthc)- broke 
itpioces  the  plates,  the  ooilers.  tlic  saucepan^i,  the  tables,  and  all  the  other  furniture 
ttavtcnstis  ihey  could  meet  wiili,  and  delu.:;ed  his  shop  with  sherbet,  cream,  and 
CDoiiKtioner)'.  At  this  sight,  Bedreddin  H.issan  being  much  astonished,  s.^id  to 
them  in  a  pitiful  inne,  "  Good  people,  why  treat  mc  thus?  What  is  the  matter? 
What  have  I  done? "  "  Was  it  you,"  replied  they,  "  who  made  the  cheesecake 
•faich  you  sold  to  the  eunuch  who  is  with  us  ? "  "  Yes,"  returned  he,  '*  I  made  it 
t&yseU :  what  fault  have  you  to  tind  with  it  ?  I  defy  any  one  to  make  a  better.'* 
***wmH  of  retnming  any  ansn-er,  they  continued  to  break  everything,  and  the 
o*<eD  indf  was  not  spared. 

The  netgfabootrs,  being  by  this  time  attracted  by  the  noise,  and  mudi  surprised 
^  see  fifty  armed  men  committing  such  depredations,  inquired  the  cause  of  this 
violeBt  usage.  Bedreddin  once  more  said  to  those  wlio  engaged  in  it,  "  I  entreat 
yoa  to  infonn  me  what  crime  1  lia%'e  committed,  that  you  should  thus  break  and 
dcstiQj- everything  in  my  house?**  "Is  it  not  you,"  replied  thcv,  "who  made  the 
iIMi  m  li  I  that  you  wld  to  this  eunuch  ?"  "  Yes,  yes,  I  am  the  person,"  cried 
W;  "and  1  will  mainuin  that  it  is  excellent,  and  tluu  I  do  not  dcsen-c  this  un- 
iilt  MMmenL"  Thc>-  seired  his  person  u-ilhout  listening  to  him,  and  having  torn 
■'AeUntn  of  his  turban,  the\' made  use  of  it  to  lie  his  hands  behind  him;  then 
**^ing  him  by  force  out  of  his  shop,  they  led  him  along. 

Tnepoptiiare  which  had  assembled,  touched  with  compassion  for  Bedreddin, 
knk  his  part,  .ind  were  inclined  to  oppose  the  designs  of  the  people  of  Schent- 
*ddia  Mohammed,  but  at  this  moment  some  of^cers  of  the  governor  of  the  city 
Wnild,  and  dispcrjini;  ihc  mob,  favoured  the  carr^-ing  off  of  Bedreddin ;  for 
StksBScddin  Mohammed  had  been  to  ihc  governor  of  Damascus  to  acquaint 
Ub  whh  the  order  he  had  given,  and  to  re<|uest  his  assistance  and  guard  ;  and 
ftit  loremor,  who  cumnianded  over  Syria  m  the  name  of  the  Sultan  of  Eg>pt, 
4«Hiiot  refuse  an\  thing  to  the  \-izier  of  his  master.  Bedreddin,  tliercforc,  was 
4ll||Bd  on,  notwithstanding  his  lamentations  and  tears. 

8«a&krd  the  people,  who  surrounded  him  as  he  went  along,  what  had  been 
CRjovered  in  hti  chces(y::Lkc  ;  but  they  did  not  return  .iny  answer.     At  length 
Wanivcd  at  the  tents,  where  he  was  made  to  wait  till  Schcroacddin  Mohammed 
mnraed  frcrm  the  j^ovcinur  uf  Damascus. 
Thevuier  licins  arrived,  ini|uired  about  the  pastrycook.    WTien  he  was  brought 
Wcirclmn,**  My  lord." said  Bedreddin,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,"  do  ine  the  favour 
H  Mft  tae  m  what  I  \\a\v  offended  you  ?  "     "  Ah,  wretch  f'  exclaimed  the  vizier, 
*«ttiii not  thou  who  ni.idtst  the  cheesecake  thou  scntest  me?"  "  I  confess  that 
■  •»»,"  T^ied  Bedreddin  ;  "  but  what  crime  have  I  committed  by  doing  so?" 
'Iwifi  funisb  thccasthou  descrvcst," resumed  .Schcinhcddin  Moliammed,"and 
_         **^co«t  thee  iliy  bfc  for  having  made  so  bad  a  cake"'  "  Ah,  good  God ! "  cried 
^k        UrMbi,  *'whu  do  I  hear  ?  is  it  a  crime  worthy  of  dcatli  to  have  made  a  bod 

\ 


rhec)ccak<r  ? "  '*  Yes,"  replied  the  vizier,  "and  ihou  mutt  not  expect  from  me  anr 
uihcr  trcatmenu" 

While  thcv  were  thus  cnjinK^l  together,  the  ladies,  who  were  conceakd, 
obscncd  Bcareddin  aUcntivcly,  and  had  nut  much  difticulty  in  recoUccling  faun. 
nlthou^-h  so  lung  a  tintc  had  clap^d  sinre  tlicy  hiid  seen  him.  The  joj-  tho 
experienced  ^as  uich  thai  they  both  faimed  .tway.  When  ihc>'  had  retoreml, 
they  wanted  to  go  and  embrace  Hcdrcddin  i  bitt  the  promise  the>-  had  nude  Ok- 
vivier  n»'l  to  show  them&clvcs,  prc\'ailed  over  the  most  tender  tnimirin*  of  nature 
and  love. 

As  Srhcrascddin  Muhanuned  had  resolved  to  set  onT  thai  same  night, he  ordend 
the  tents  to  be  struck,  and  the  carriages  to  be  prepared  for  the  cummeQcenwat 
uf  the  ji>ume\-.  As  fur  Itcdrcddin,  he  gave  itutructions  itiat  he  Tni^ht  be  pat  ifl 
a  case  well  faiicncd,  and  carried  on  a  camcL  As  so.»n  as  evirrj'lhing  was  in 
readines^s  fur  their  dcpaTture,  t)ic  v'uici  and  the  people  in  his  suite  began  tiwtr 
march.  They  travelled  the  whole  o[  (hat  night  and  the  fullowinf;  day  wttboift 
resting  :  ai  the  appnxach  of  nighi  they  sti-ippeil.  They  then  took  Uedreddm  oat 
of  his  ca^c  to  make  him  ukc  some  nouriahment,  bin  they  were  careful  lo  keep 
himataoistanre  from  his  mother  and  hi&  wife  ;  and  dunn'i*  the  twenty  dny*  ibey 
were  on  their  journey,  ihe>'  treated  him  in  the  same  manner. 

When  they  arrivctl  at  Cairo  tlicy  encamped  ^vithoui  the  city  walls,  by  order  of 
the  viiicr  Schctnu-ddin  Mohamiiicd,  who  dcMred  Ucdreddin  to  be  broqgbl  to 
him.  When  he  was  come,  he  said  lo  a  carpenter  whom  he  had  ^^cnt  for  on  pur- 
po»,  "  Co  ai\d  yet  sttnie  wood,  and  cut  out  a  hrye  Hake  uiimcdiaiely."  **  Ah  I 
my  lord,"  cried  IJedrcddin,  "what  are  you  i;oing  to  do  with  this  stake?*  "Ta 
fasten  you  to  il,**  replied  the  vizier,  "and  then  have  you  draRKcd  thrtnigfa  oS  the 
quarters  of  the  city,  that  every  one  may  behold  in  thcc  a.  \ile  pastrycook,  wh* 
makes  cheesecakes  wiUiout  jHitting  pcpjjcr  in  them."  At  thc&c  words,  BcdrediitB 
Hassan  exclaimed  in  so  comical  a  manner,  that  .Scheniscddin  Mohamxneii  h»d 
enough  to  do  to  keep  his  counien.ince  ;  "  Great  God  :  is  it  then  for  rx*  bavtakc 
put  pepper  in  a  cheesecake  that  I  am  condemned  to  suffer  a  dcaih  ai  cnMl  v 
Ignominious  ? 

"W^at!'*  said  Rcdreddin,  "was  cvcrv'thing  in  my  house  to  be  brokan  and 
destro)-cd,  myself  imprisoned  in  a  box,  and  at  last  a  stake  prepared  for  my  exe- 
cution— was  all  this  done,  only  because  1  did  not  put  pepper  in  a  cheeaeakc? 
Great  God.  who  ever  heard  of  such  a  thm;;  ?  .Arc  tlic^  actions  wurtbyof  UiubiW 
mans,  of  jtersonj  w  h'.t  profess  to  prncti^  justice,  prubity,  and  all  kinds  of  food 
works?"  Saying  this  he  burst  into  tears. then  be^innitij,'  again  his  UmcattdOMv 
"'So"  continued  he.  *"  no  une  wa^  ever  treated  *<>  unjusity  and  so  ligatOiA- 
Is  it  possible  that  tlie>'  should  deprive  a  man  of  life  for  not  having  put  pepper  • 
a  chrasecake  ?  Cursed  be  all  cheese-cakes,  as  well  as  the  hour  in  whtch  I  vas 
born  I  would  tu  t>Kl  I  had  died  at  tliat  instant ! " 

The  unliappv  Iledrcddin  did  not  cease  hi«  compLiints,  and  when  ih«  Hake  was 
brought,  and  ihc  nails  to  fai>icn  him  in  it,  he  uttered  dreadful  cries  al  lo  bociid 
a  spectacle,  "O  Ciod:''&aid  he,  "canst  Thou  permit  me  lo  suflcradMlb  to 
mfamous  and  excntciatin;; .'  .-Vnd  for  what  crime  too?  It  is  not  for  bavim 
stolen,  nor  fur  having  committed  murder,  neither  for  havin;;  dcnuxl  my  leUfioa ; 
It  is  for  not  haviny  put  pepper  in  a  cheesecake  I" 

As  the  ni^lit  w,i>i  now  lar  advanced,  the  vicicr  Schcmseddin  Mobouaed 
ordered  Bcdreddin  to  be  put  a);ain  into  his  case,  and  said  to  him, "  RemaiB  dMR 
till  t»mnrrow ;  the  day  shall  not  p-iss  before  I  order  thee  to  be  put  to  (letUk' 
The  CMC  was  taken  aw.iy,  and  pLiccd  on  the  camel  that  had  brought  it  Ufa 
D.iin.xscus  :  all  the  other  cimeU  were  relailen,  and  the  vizier,  mounting  his  hone 
ordered  that  the  camel  w>hich  carried  his  nephew  *hould  go  befom  htm,  aad 
entered  the  city,  followed  by  all  his  enuipa^e.  After  passing  throueh  lemal 
streets,  where  no  one  appeared,  as  the  uihabiunti  had  retired  to  rMl,M  anlMd 
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at  his  bouK,  where  the  cue  wu  conve)-cd,  vith  strici  cbarge  not  to  open  it  tiQ 
he  «hotiKl  ihink  proper. 

\*-  were  unbding'  tbe  other  caincls,  be  toolc  aside  the  mother  of  Bed- 

ffciui^  111  and   hi»  daugliicr,  and  addrtsbinj;  tlic  latter.  *' <iod  be  pnu&cd," 

eiy  dear  daughter.  thAt  uc  have  so  happily  met  ^^ith  fiiur  cousin  and 
I  d»r«  tay  vou  rcrollccl  ihc  sutc  your  chamltcr  wiii  in  on  the  rught 
nu{MuU<t.  Cio,  and  h.tx'c  cvcrvlhinR  placed  as  il  uaa  then.  If  hy  rh.\nce 
>iob  <fto  not  remember  it,  i  can  supply  the  defect  in  your  memory  hy  the  dcK:rii>- 
tton  I  wroco  at  the  nine.      Un  uiy  port,  1  wiU  };a  .and  ^vc  order*  for  the  rest." 

The  Queen  of  Beauty  wait  with  joy  lo  execute  the  coimniinds  of  her  father, 
-wholiBn  lo  place  :ill  the  thin^^  in  the  hall  in  liie  umc  wuv  a^  they  were  when 
[llrtwiBqin  Uuunwu  there  with  the  hundiback  Krootn  <>f  tlic  Sulun  ttf  KgypL 
!a»  bttrted  the  MTitin^.  the  wrv.nnis  :■  ■■  r--  >•  piece  of  furniture  in  its  place,  llio 
tkrDOo  wa«  not  forgotten,  nor  the  1.  k:bux.    When  everything  w-is  pre- 

ijiorDd  in  Ibc  hall,  the  '   ■ '■'■  •- ■'  H;riif  hi&  daughter,  where  he  placed 

tbe  dim  of  Itedrer!  '?  purse  of  sequini.    This  bein^  dune,  he 

laaid  lo  tbe  Queen  ui  t  —  ..  uundf.  my  dAughler,  and  ^o  to  bed  ;  and 

[when  Bedjreodm  comes  n  <mbcr,  be^in  to  compUin  of  bis  havinj^beeo 

^om  too  lone  ft  itmct  and  i'     '<  >i  you  wxrc  murh  surprised,  when  you  awake, 

|j>ec  to  And  uoi  by  your  nda  frc&s  him  to  return  to  bed,  and  to*morrow  morning 
i>i>o  wiO  cntcnain  your  mother-in-law  and  mc  with  the  account  of  what  passed  in 
the  alfbL*  Ai  ihoe  words  he  went  out  of  his  dausbtcr's  chamber,  and  left  her 
fto  ntire  to  bed. 

Sehcatueddin  commanded  .-lU  the  scr^-ants  tn  ^  out  of  the  hall,  excepting  only 
two  or  three  whum  be  wished  to  remain,  and  gave  directions  for  them  to  take 
Bedreddla  out  of  the  cisc,  to  put  hun  on  a  durt  and  drawers,  and  m  that  state 
Ulfariaff  btA  into  (he  )i.ill.  wlifre  ihry  were  to  Ica^r  tiim  .«1nnr,  and  »hut  ibedoor. 
BedracUV  'I'-n  su  sound  asleep, 

the  lit  on  his  kliin  and 

Indui  'v.tK.;i.;  ri.cii  ;    .inpi  ::irn  r.ifniu  iiiiii   ■.i>i|uitki\  into  the  hall,  that 
did  not  give  him  innc  to  recollect  himself.     When  he  found  himself  alone  in 

ha]|,bekK4ted-r '  ' ■■'  ■'-  •' '  -      -   - -' '  m  ofbis  mar- 

imc«,ha  percei*«d  iliis  wa»  the 

ban  in  which  i..  o  increased. 

drawtni;  near  to  tbe  door  of  ..he  viw  hit 

Lntbeuciif  itvnt  where  ho  m  . on  the  night 

Ubmtptiali  'Mj!''said  he, ni  porawakef 

Tb»Q<iecn  »ho  watched  hi-   .  -  .i  with  hti  as- 

•  urtains  of  the  bed,  and  advancm^  her  head,  said  in  a 

«<■■ '  Imi  are  vou  doing  at  thedoor?   Come  ainl  lie  down  agAiiL 

eu  km  been  smi  »r  t Jic  room  a  Iodic  linte :  1  was  much  surprised,  when  I  awoke, 

•o  find  you  by  my  side"     Bedrrddin's  countenance  rhanpe*!  whfn  he  per- 

'  thai  the  Udy  who  spoke  to  him  wa«  the  lamr  'm 

nonenbcffed  to  hai-e  steot     He  wrnt  into  the  <.j.  .\% 

hed,  as  his  mind  wa4  full  nf  thr  t'  .f  what  h^il  po^eU  duritu;  the  laat 

years,  atMl  he  could  not  |>cnu.til<  it  i»  many  cveoCa  had  taxen  place 

only  voeni^ht,  he  approAched  tlit"-   :>i:r  is  here  his  clothes  and  pune  of  seqoiai 

and  haviog  examined  ihnn  wiiligreatallcnticn.  "Hy  thcjpPcatlivinjcClodl* 

he, ''these  are  Unnt^  which  I  can-  --   rhend."    Tnc  lady,  who  was 

diwied  with  bis  embarnusmcni,  -  .  "  (Jnre  more,  mv  dear  Jon), 

nebf-r  •"••  • •■■■■  '-■'>-'•■  ■■•■■•  .-  ..,„;  .ittentifn?"    Atibeaowonb 

•tfvan^  i  entreat  you.iiuda«.*Uidbe»**to 

1     .    ^  .  .....  ^...i>ou.'*    *'Tbc  question  surprises  me,* 

she;  "did  yuo  not  just  DOw  tiM  voin  my  side?    Your  mind  must  bs 


absent.'' 
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"  Mad.'un,"  rcsumctl   Bedreddin,  "  my  spmts   ccrutmly  are  not  very 

Sosed.     I  remember  to  have  been  with  you,  it  15  true ;  but  I  also  rcmcinber 
ave  lived  ten  years  at  Uoitiascus.     If  I  have  realty  !>lept  with  you  thi^  ni^ht,  t 
cannot  have  been  absent  so  long."    "Yes,  my  lord."  replied  tJie  t^ueen  of  Beauty, 
"you  have  no  doubt  dreamt  Oiat  you  were  at  Damascus."     "  Nothing  can  be  w 

ridiculous,"  cried  Bedreddin,  bursting  into  a  laugh.    *'  I  assure  you,  ft-' •"« 

this  dream  will  appear  to  you  very  lauglwblc.     Imagine,  if  you  please.  '  -4 

myself  at  the  gates  of  Damascus  in  my  ihirt  and  drawers,  just  as  '.  -»  ..us 

moment ;  that  1  entered  the  city  amidst  the  shouts  and  hisses  of  the  popuUcei  wba 
followed  to  insult  me;  that  I  took  refuge  with  a  pasl^^■cook,  who  adopted  me, 
taught  me  his  business,  and  left  mc  all  his  propcrt)-  when  he  died :  ttiat  after  hM 
death  I  kepthisshop.  Inshort,  m:idam,aninhnitv'of  adventures  befell  mc,  which 
would  be  too  tedious  to  relate;  all  1  can  say  is,  that  I  did  well  to  an-aJcc,  other- 
wise I  should  have  been  nailed  10  a  stake."  "And  »hy,  pray,"  said  the  Queen  of 
Bcauiv,  pretending  surprise,  "were  you  to  suffer  so  cruelly?  You  must  ha^-o  com- 
mitted some  heinous  crime."  "  No,  indeed,"  replicil  Uedreddin,  "  it  itas  foe  iht 
most  comical  and  ridiculous  thing  vou  can  conceive.  My  only  crime  was  the 
ha\'ing  sold  a  cheesecake  in  which  1  had  not  put  any  pepper."  "  1  must  conliau.' 
said  the  Udy,  laughinj;  heartily,  ""that  you  were  treated  ver>-  unjustly,"  "Oh, 
madam,"  resumed  he,  "  this  was  not  all:  on  account  of  this  cursed  clioesecakc, 
in  which  I  n-as  accused  of  not  ha^inK  put  any  pepper,  tlic>'  had  bruken  and  de- 
stroyed everything  in  my  shop ;  tbev  baa  bound  mc  with  curds,  and  shut  mc  op  m 
ft  case,  where  I  was  so  closely  confined,  thai  I  feel  still  as  if  1  were  in  tL  At  sup. 
they  liad  sent  for  a  carpenter,  and  ordered  him  to  prepare  a  stake  to  fasten  me  ta 
Ijut  God  be  praised  tb.il  all  this  w.is  only  the  effect  of  sleep.'' 

Bcdrcddin  did  not  pass  the  night  very  quietly;  he  awoke  from  time  to  tine 
and  askc<l  himself  whether  he  »as  dreaming  or  .iwake.     He  doubted  hit  gmd 
fortune,  and  wishing  to  ascertain  the  truth,  he  undrew  tiie  curtains  and  cau  lof 
eyes  over  the  room.    "  I  am  not  deceived,"  said  he ;  "  this  is  the  s.uiic  t h.sni^ 
into  which  I  came,  infte.id  of  the  hunrhb-ick,  and  slept  with  the  1" 
who  was  destinc<l  for  him."     Daylight,  which  now  began  to  appear.  1 
moved  his  uneasiness  when  the  vizier  Schemscddtn  Mobammcd,his  uncic,  kiivckciJ 
at  the  door,  and  entered  at  tlic  same  moment  to  u  ish  him  good  day.     UedrcddtD 
Hassan  was  extremely  surprised  to  sec  a  man  he  was  so  well  acquainted  atih 
appear  immediately  after;  but  he  no  lont'cr  bore  the  api»carancc  of  the  rrmWf 
juilgc  who  Iwd  pronounced  the  decree  of  his  death.    "  Ah ! "  cried  he.  "  i;  :  ■ 
who  have  treated  me  so  cruelly,  and  condemed  me  to  a  death,  the  thou.;- 
which  still  fill  me  with  horror,  for  hanng  made  a  cheesecake  without  puttc^ 

Cepper  in  it."  The  \n;ier  began  to  laugh ;  .ind,  to  dispel  his  f&irs,  rclaica  fc»«, 
y  the  interference  of  a  genius  (for  the  account  he  h.ul  reccn-cd  from  the  huncli- 
back  made  him  suspect  the  truth),  he  had  been  conveyed  to  his  house,  aikd  had 
married  his  daughter  instead  of  tlic  groom  belonging  totlie  sultan.  He  thett< 
quainied  him  tlut  it  v>'as  by  means  of  the  packet  wnticn  by  Nouieddm  Alt. 
he  had  discovered  him  to  be  his  nephew;  and  at  last  lold  htm,  that  it  was  in  1 
sequence  of  ttiis  disco^xr}'  tliai  he  left  Cairo,  and  had  gone  to  Bolsofa  In 
of  nim.  "  My  dear  nephew,"*  added  he,  embracing  him  with  the  L'rcate*! 
ness, "  I  beg  your  pardon  for  all  I  ha>-c  made  you  suffer  since  1 
vou.  1  wisnw  to  reconduct  >'Ou  here  before  I  .icquainfctl  \t>^^ 
fortune,  which  you  mu^t  rind  so  much  the  more  pleasant  as  it  I1 
p.lin.  Console  joursclf  for  all  your  aJTIictions  with  llie  jiiy  von 
at  being  again  with  persons  who  arc  the  most  dear  to  you, 
yviursel^  I  will  go  and  .icqiuint  the  lady  your  mother,  who  is  . 
embrace  jou  :  and  I  wiU  bnng  >'ou  your  son,  whom  you  saw  ai  Uaiii^iv;m,. 
towarUii  whom  you  felt  so  much  affection  without  kno\ring  him." 
No  words  arc  sutticiently  expressive  to  give  uny  idea  of  the  >oy  of  Be 
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^hn  he  saw  his  mother  and  his  son  Agib.  They  ceased  not  embracing  each 
«kr  and  evincing  all  the  transports  which  nature  and  Uie  tenderest  affectum  can 
■Mpiic.  llic  mother  said  the  most  aficcting  things  to  Betlrcddin :  she  related  to 
^IhcMtnyw  which  m>  Ionian  absence  had  created,  and  the  tears  she  had  shed 
*lib  accooni.  The  little  A^ib.  instead  of  .ivuidin>;  the  embracer  of  his  father, 
«he  had  done  at  Oatn,i»:u».  dew  to  receive  them;  and  Hedrcddin  Hassan, 
Afided  betvecn  two  objects  so  worthy  of  his  love,  tlioughi  he  could  not  lavish  on 
*»  sufficient  proofs  of  his  affection. 

'ATuUi  these  things  were  passing  in  the  house  of  Schemseddin  Mohainmetl. 
"k  niier  himself  was  gone  to  the  palace,  to  give  the  sultan  an  account  of  the 
^pjriuccc*!*  of  his  journey.  As  soon  as  he  returned  home,  as  he  had  prepared 
'  Rperfo  entertainment,  he  sat  down  to  tnhlc  with  all  his  family,  and  his  whole 
Mwhold  pEUsed  the  day  in  great  festivity-  and  rejoicings. 

The  vtHcr  Giafar  haNing  concluded  the  history-  of  Bedreddin  Hassan,  said  to 
Ih  Caliph  Hannin  AlraKhid,  **  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  this  is  what  1  had  to 
^te  10  your  majesty."  TIic  caliph  thought  this  historj-  so  surprising  that  he 
wdaot  btsJtate  to  grant  his  pardon  to  the  slave  Rihan  ;  and  to  console  ibc  young 
•■  feu  '  Q  unhappilv  depri*-ed  himself  of  a  wife  he  tenderly  loved,  this. 

Pbee  I  11  to  one  of*  his  own  sl.ives.  loaded  him  with  gifts,  and  continued 

kbcttow  uvDurs  upon  him  as  long  as  he  hved. 

'Bet,  «irc,"  added  Schehcraiadc,  "however  entertaining  the  histor>-  I  have 
lulled  m«T  have  been,  I  know  another,  which  is  far  more  so  :  if  your  majesty 
•tifco  to  hear  It  to-morrow  night,  1  am  sure  you  will  think  so  too."  Schaltriar 
">■•  without  makmg  any  reply,  and  vtrry  uncertain  what  he  should  do.  "  The 
pd  MdlaoA,"  thought  he  to  himself.  "  relates  very  long  stories,  and  when  she 
*i  wee  bcgnn  ooe,  (here  is  no  possibility  of  refusing  to  hear  the  whole  of  it.    1 
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do  not  know  whether  I  ought  not  to  order  her  de.iih  lo-day  ;  yet  no  :  I  » :' 
du  anythmc  precipitately  ;  i))c  stor>'  she  pmmises  me  is  {Krhiips  ihc  most  il. .    . 
ing'ofanyl  have  yci  beard,  aJid  1  must  not  deprive  rnvscll"  of  ihc  i>Iiyiiuic  o( 
hearing  it ;  I  CJin  ijivc  orders  for  her  execution  after  she  iias  tinished  iu" 

Dinarzad^did  not  fail  the  following  iiriminy  (nnwake  ihc  Suhanaof  the  Indu-s 
before  daybreak,  aucordini;  to  bcr  usual  tuMom.  And  Schdicraiad^.  having 
rcquc&tcd  pcrniti»stun  of  Sdiahriar  lu  begin  ihc  faUtory  ^wr  lud  pronused  him, 
jjrocccdcd  as  foUuM^ 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  LITTLE  Hi;SXHBACK. 

rN  the  city  of  Caspar,  which  i*  situated  near  the  farther  exrrctnit>  pf 
Great  Tartan.-,  there  foniicrly  hved  .1  Uilor.  who  had  the  good  for- 
tune to  possess  a  vcr)-  bcautil'iil  wife,  with  u  horn  he  hved  on  lenm 
of  the  grcatcit  affection.  One  day,  uhilc  he  wms  at  work  in  hr»  %ho^ 
u  httle  hunchbacked  fellow  came  and  sat  down  m  thednor,  and  bcnn 
playing  on  a  timbrel,  which  he  acrompanted  uilh  hi^  voice:  The 
tailor  was  much  pleased  with  his  pcrfonnanrv,  and  rc'-nhed  ir»  rnrry 
Inm  home,  ih.it  he  might  entertain  bi^  wife  «iih  *  ! 

humoroui  song?.     He  made  the  proposal  lo  the  Imle  1. 

readily  accepted  the  inviution ;  and  the  tailor  dircoiy  ^lU  u(i  hi£ 
shop,  and  took  him  home  with  him. 

They  were  no  sooner  arrived  than  the  tailor'*  wife,  who  had  already 
%et  out  the  tabic,  .is  it  was  near  supper-cime,  placed  upon  it  a  wry  nke 
dith  of  6sh,  which  she  had  been  dn^stng.  They  all  thrc«  then  «al 
down  ;  but  in  eating,  the  little  hunchback  h;iil  the  misfortune  to 
swaHow  a  larre  fish-bone,  which  stuck  fast  in  his  throat,  and  »I«*t^*w 
instantly  choKcd  him,  before  the  tmlor  or  hi^  wife  could  apply  uqr 
relief.  They  were  both  most  dreadfully  frightened  ai  this  occiden; 
for  as  it  happencil  in  their  house,  they  had  great  rt.ison  to  fear  it 
might  come  to  the  knowledge  of  some  of  the  ofticers  of  Justice,  nho 
would  punish  them  as  murderers ;  the  husband,  however,  thuu|[hl  ctf 
an  expedient  to  get  nd  of  the  dead  body. 

He  rccollcrtcd  that  there  lived  in  bis  neighbourhood  a  {ibyikiJiBt 
who  wu  a  Jew.  and  he  formed  a  plan  which  he  directly  be^faa  to  pal 
in  execution.  He  and  his  wife  Itwk  up  the  body,  one  bj-  the  bead 
the  other  by  the  feel,  .md  carried  it  to  the  physician'^  houK. 
knocked  at  the  door,  which  was  at  the  bollum  of  a  steep  and 
flight  of  Huirs  that  led  to  his  ajtartmcnl.  A  maid-scrvant  inunediMdy 
c.ime  down  without  even  slaying  for  a  light,  and  OfKning  the  (kwr, 
asked  them  wh.it  they  w.inted.  "  1  will  thank  you  lu  go  and  tidl 
your  master,"  said  the  laitor,  "  that  we  have  brought  htm  a  patieBS. 
who  is  very  ill,  and  (or  whom  we  re^iucst  his  advtfc-  Slop,  added 
he,  holding  out  a  piece  nf  money  in  his  hand,  "give  him  inn  laatt 
vance,  that  he  m.iy  be  assured  wc  do  not  intend  be  should  lose  his  Ubow  (01 
notbmg.*  While  ihe  ser^-ant  went  back  to  inform  her  truster,  the  Jewish  pby- 
Btdan,  of  this  good  news,  the  tailor  and  his  wife  quickly  i.amcd  the  body  c4  tse 
littic  hunchback  upstairs,  left  bun  clo^  to  Uie  door,  and  returned  bumc  as  £ut 
u  pos<>ibte. 

In  the  meantime,  the  servant  went  and  told  the  phy&ician  tliat  a  tn^ti  and  a 
wom.in  were  wniting  for  him  at  the  door,  and  ret^uesied  him  to  go  .  r 

a  Mck  person  whom  they  bad  brought  for  that  purpose.     She  then  ^  .  -rr 

money  she  had  received  from  the  tailor.     Transported  with  ]ov  at  the  *dca  uf 
being  paid  bcforthandf  bo  conceived  it  must  be  a  most  excellent  patient  iliat  ihiBf 
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,  Juybt  liitn.  and  one  who  ought  not  to  be  neglected.  "Rringali^ht  directly," 
•Wlie  10  the  fiirl."aiKl  follow  mc."  Having  said  ihis,  he  ran  towards  the  stair- 
Jwlb  5«cii  A  nurT>-.  ihat  he  did  not  wait  for  the  li};ht ;  and  encountering  little 
nniitluck,  he  gave  him  such  a  blow  with  his  fool  as  sent  him  from  ilie  top  of 
wtoirs  10  the  biittoin:  and  he  had  si-me  difficulty  to  prevent  himself  from  fol- 
*i*inj  him.  "  Why  don't  vou  come  with  the  light  ? "  he  called  out  to  the  scr\-ant. 
Sfce  u  laM  appeared,  and  the>"  went  downstairs.  When  the  physician  found 
^\  what  had  rolltd  dow-nsiairs  turned  out  to  be  a  dead  man.  he  was  so  alarmed 
*  'J>e  sight,  that  he  invokc-d  Moses,  Aamn,  Joshua,  Ksdras,  and  all  the  other 
T*i>ptietkof  the  law,  to  his  a&aiatance.  "Wretch  that  I  am  !"excUuncd  he,"why 
jW  I  Dot  wait  for  the  light  ?  why  did  I  go  down  in  ihc  dark  ?  1  have  completely 
^td  tbe  sick  man  whom  thev  have  brought  to  mc.  I  am  the  cause  of  his 
'■ath,  and  U  tJic  good  ass  of  £sdras  docs  not  come  to  my  assistance,  1  am  a 

Xotrjlh-tandinc  the  pcT-pIexity  he  was  in,  he  had  the  precaution  to  shut  his 
"W.fc*  passed  along  the  street  they  might  perchance  dJs- 

""lit)'..  >'i,  of  which  he  believed  himself  lobe  the  cause.   He 

^Bp  the  :  tiiicd  it  into  his  wife's  apartment,  who  was  near  fainting 

^Wriie  sai.  -in  with  his  fatal  load.     "  AlasV'  she  cried,  "  wc  arc  lost 

itccaanot  find  loux  means  of  getting  rid  of  this  dead  man  before  to-morrow 
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noraing.  Wc  shaJl  ine%'itably  forfeit  our  lives,  if  we  keep  hiro  till  dav  breaks. 
What  a  misfonunct  bow  could  vou  kill  this  man?"  "Never  mind,  in  tlu> 
Uitcmtna,  how  it  hapticncd,"  ^aid  the  Jew,  "  our  only  bu)in»4  at  present  is  ham 
10  remedy  so  dreadful  a  calamitj*." 

The  pliysici^itt  and  his  wife  then  consulted  together  upon  the  best  meam  ai 
ridding  ihcmselvM  of  the  body  dunng  the  night.  The  husband  pondered  a  lon< 
titne,  but  could  think  of  no  stratagem  tikcly  to  extricate  Ihem  frum  tliia  cmtiu- 
mssinent;  but  his  u-ife  was  more  fertile  in  invention,  and  said,  "Aihoufj^htfircufB 
10  me.  Let  us  take  the  carcase  up  lo  the  terrace  of  our  house,  and  let  him  down 
the  chimney  into  that  of  our  neighbour,  the  Mussulman." 

This  Mussulman  was  one  of  the  sultan's  purveyor:.,  and  il  was  his  office  lofor- 
nish  oil.  butter,  and  all  ui]ier  articles  of  a  sunilar  kind.  H  is  wareliousc  for  ttme 
things  was  in  his  dwcUini;- house,  where  the  rats  and  mice  used  tu  moke  grcu 
havuc  and  destruction. 

The  Joubh  pl)y>ician  having  approved  of  his  wife's  plan,  ihe>'  took  (he  Sole 
hunchluck  and  carrietl  hini  lo  ihe  roof  of  the  hmise.  and  tutting  fir»t  fastrnrrf  a 
ror«l  under  his  armi,  ihcy  let  him  gently  down  the  chimney  into  tl»c  pur 
aparimtnt.  'ITicy  manjiged  this  so  adroitly,  that  he  a-mamcd  standmi' 
feet  against  the  wall,  exactly  as  if  he  were  alive.  As  soon  ab  they  founit  uicy  had 
landed  him,  tlicy  drew  up  the  cords,  and  left  hiin  precisely  in  the  situation  I  hatv 
related.  They  had  hardly  gone  dnwn  frum  the  terrace,  and  retired  to  their  cham- 
ber, when  tlic  iHin-e>-ur  went  into  his.  He  was  just  returned  fn»m  a  wedding 
fciist,  which  he  had  been  invited  lu  partake  of  on  that  evening,  .mil  he  had  a 
lantern  \w  his  hand.  He  w.is  sct'^  much  surprisctl  ai  secinj^,  by  iiK-an-i  i«f  this 
light,  a  man  standing  up  in  ttie  chimney  ;  but  as  he  was  naturally  <il' a  brave  and 
courageous  disposition,  and  as  he  thought  it  w.is  a  thief,  he  seized  hold  of  a  Ur^ 
stick,  with  which  he  directly  ran  at  little  hunchback.  "  Ah,  ah  1 "  he  cried,  *•  I 
thought  it  was  the  rats  and  mice  who  ate  my  butter  and  tallow  ;  and  it  is  \vKt 
who  come  down  the  chimney  and  rob  me,  1  don't  think  you  will  ever  wish  to 
vi^it  rocagam."  In  siiying  this  he  attacked  hunchback,  and  gave  him  many  hard 
blows.  The  body  at  last  fell  down,  with  its  face  on  the  ground.  The  purvc>or 
then  rcdoul)lc<]  his  blows ;  but  at  length  remarking  that  the  bo^ly  he  struck  did 
not  make  the  least  motion,  he  stopped  to  obser%'c  it.  Perceiving  then  that  it  was 
a  dead  man,  fear  succeeded  to  rage.  "  Wlut  have  i  done,  miserable  wretch  thai 
1  am?"  he  exclaimed.  "Alas,  I  have  carried  my  vengeance  loo  f.ii.  Good  God, 
have  pily  upon  me,  or  my  life  is  gone.  I  wish  all  the  butter  and  oil  wcic  'Ir 
stroved  a  thousand  times  over  before  they  had  caused  mo  to  commit  so  cnnm^jJ 
an  action.''  He  remained  pale  and  confounded,  and  im.igincd  he  already  saw 
tlie  officers  of  justice  coming  to  conduct  him  to  his  punishment 

While  the  Sultan  of  Casgar's  pun-eyor  was  beating  the  little  hunrhbark,  he 
did  not  perceive  his  hump ;  the  instant  he  did,  he  poured  out  a  hundred  imprv* 
cations  on  il.  "  Oh,  you  rascal  of  a  hunchback,  you  dog  of  deformity  I    Would  U> 
God  you  had  robbed  me  of  all  my  fat  and  grease  before  I  had  found  >-oober&    1 
should  not  then  hat's  got  into  the  scrape  I  have,  and  be  han^Jied  to  )-du  and  "^tKX 
rascilly  hump  '     O  j-e  stars,  which  shine  in  the  lie.ivens,"  he  cried,  "  shed  your 
light  lo  lead  me  out  of  the  imminent  danger  in  which  I  am  !"    Mavi-..-        '  •' 
he  took  the  btxiy  of  the  hunchback  tipon  his  shoulders,  went  out  of  1 
and  walked  into  the  street,  where  he  set  it  upright  against  a  shop,  ...... 

done  this,  he  made  the  best  of  hu  way  to  his  house  without  once  looking  : 
him. 

A  httte  while  before  davbrcik,  a  Christian  merchant,  who  was  vvry  rictk  md 
who  furnished  the  palace  of  the  sultan  with  most  things  which  were  wanted  tBere, 
having  passed  (tic  ni^ht  in  re\*elr>-,  was  just  come  from  home  on  his  way  to  a  batli. 
Although  he  was  murh  intuxiratcd,  he  h-id  still  sufficient  recollectiun  to  know 
that  the  night  was  far  advanced^  and  that  the  people  would  very  soon  be  caUed 
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'    ?rs.     It  was  for  this  ruson  that  he  was  makirii;  all  the  haste  he 

(  to  arrive  at  the  bath,  for  fear  any  Mu&sulman.  as  he  wa:*  goin}(  to 
.u.  ......id  meet  him,  and  order  him  to  prison  asadrunk.ird.   When  lie  was 

end  (-f  ihc  street,  however,  he  stopped,  for  some  occasion  or  olher,  close  to 
shop  against  which  the  hulun's  pun'cyur  had  placed  little  hunchbark's  bo<Iy, 
'i it  the  vcr>*  tirit  touch  fell  dirc-ily  a^'ainst  the  merchants  back.  The  latter 
hmi  for  a  robber  thai  wa:>  altackijij;  him,  and  Uicrcforc  knocked  him  down 
w5lh  his  6it,  with  which  he  struck  him  on  the  head.  He  inunediatcly  nrpealcd 
the  bluwii.  and  began  calling  out,  *"  Thief  !  thief !  " 

Tbe  guard  belonging  to  that  quarter  of  the  citv  came  directly  on  hearing  his 
cT^es,  and  Mrcin^;  llwi  it  »\-a5  a  Christian  who  was  beating  a  Mussulman  (for  litlle 
huAcUnck  was  uf  our  religion),  "  What  business  have  you/'  he  said, ''  to  ill  ireal  a 
MotSDlmaa  in  that  manner?"  "  He  wanted  lo  rob  me," answered  the  mcrcliant. 
*afiil  be  atl^irked  me  behind  in  order  lo  seize  me  by  the  ihroau"  "Von  have 
iVTCBged  )0ur5clf  pretty  well."  rcuhcd  the  guard,  taking  hold  of  the  merchant's 
va.  ud  puUing  hira  away,  "  let  him  go,  ibtrcforc."  At  the  same  time  he  held 
Hthb hcnd  to  tlie  huncliback  lo assist  liiin  in  getting  up  ;  but  observing  that  he 
*»  llcad,  "  Oh.  oh  !  ■  he  cried,  "  is  it  thus,  then,  thai  a  Christian  has  the  impu- 
^octtaassassinalca  Mussulman?"  ILi^ingsaid  this,  he  arteMed  the  Christian 
WKhiBt.and  carried  him  before  the  magistrate  of  tlic  jKilice,  from  whence  lltey 
»Ott  hitn  10  prison  till  the  judge  had  risen  and  was  ready  to  e-vamine  the  accused. 
'nibt  meantime  the  merchant  became  completely  sober  ;  and  the  more  be  re- 
kacdupon  ibis  advcnnirc,  the  less  could  he  comprehend  how  a  single  blow  with 
Ac&M  was  capable  of  uktng  away  tltc  life  of  a  man. 

I'poo  the  report  of  the  guard,  and  after  liaving  been  the  body,  which  tlicy  had 
hiq;bt  with  tJiern,  the  judge  examined  the  Christian  merchant,  who  could  nut 
tef  ibe  Clime,  although  he  in  fact  was  not  guilty  of  il.  As  the  liitlc  hunchl>.tck 
Usipd  to  the  sultan,  fur  he  was  one  of  his  butfoons.  tlie  judge  determined  not  to 
W  &  Chnstiiin  to  death  till  he  had  leami  the  will  of  the  rrince.  H  c  went  thcrc- 
"re  to  the  palace,  in  order  to  give  an  accoun  t  of  what  haa  passed  to  the  sultan  ; 
*fc<S  havinjf  heard  the  whole  story,  replied,  "  I  Iiavc  no  mercy  to  show  towards  a 
Ckutiaa  who  kilN  a  Mussulman.  Go  and  do  your  duly."  At  these  words,  the 
JM^of  the  police  went  back  and  ordered  a  gibbet  lo  be  erected,  and  then  sent 
*oa!i  criers  through  the  city  to  make  known  that  a  Christian  was  going  to  be 
hnivd  for  ha\'ing  killed  a  Mussulman. 

At  Ust  tbey  took  the  merchant  out  of  prison,  and  conducted  him  on  foot  to  tbe 
S>ltB«t.  The  executioner  having  fastened  the  cord  round  the  merchant's  neck, 
*»  jasa  going  to  draw  him  up,  when  the  sull.in's  purveyor.  m;iking  his  way 
the  crowd,  approached  the  executioner,  and  called  out.  "  Stop,  step  '  do 
be  in  a  hurry  I  It  is  not  he  who  has  committed  the  murder  ;  I  have  done 
The  judge'  of  the  police  who  attended  the  execution,  immediately  interro- 
thc  piirvevor.  who  gave  him  a  long  and  minute  detail  of  the  manner  in 
hthod  killed  the  hunchback  ;  and  he  concluded  by  saying  that  he  had 
Untied  tbe  body  to  the  place  where  the  Christian  merchant  h.id  found  it.  "  Vou 
4re|Quig/  added  he. "to  sacrifice  an  innocent  person,  since  he  could  not  kill  a 
^n  thkt  M  at  not  alive.  Il  is  enough  for  me  to  liavc  slain  a  Mussulman,  without 
^tiof  iii  charge  my  conscience  M'ith  tlie  murder  of  a  Chnstian  who  is  not 
<n«iiiul* 

Alien  the  purveyor  of  the  Sultan  of  Casgar  had  thus  publicly  accused  himself 
^  Wiag  the  author  of  the  hunchlxick's  death,  the  judge  could  not  do  otherwise 
*Waa  »nUi  justice  towards  the  merchant.  •"  Let  the  Christian  merchant  go," 
^dhetothc  executioner."  and  hang  this  man  in  his  place,  since  il  is  evident  by 
*  »•»  eottfcssjim  tliat  he  is  the  gtiilty  person."  The  executioner  immediately 
JJ'OKd  the  merchant,  and  put  Ihc  rope  round  the  neck  of  the  purveyor  ;  and  at 
^  Wy  iastAAt  that  he  was  going  to  complete  tbe  punishment,  he  beard  tbe 
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voice  of  the  Jewish  physician,  who  desired  them  to  stop  ihc  execution  that 
that  he  miRht  tome  and  uiku-  his  plarc  at  the  foot  of  ihe  gallows. 

**  Sir."  said  he,  as  soon  as  he  was  come  hefore  the  judge,  "this  Mussulman. 
whom  you  are  about  to  deprive  uf  his  Ufe,  does  not  dcM^rve  to  die ;  1  alone  am 
ihc  piilty  wretch.  About  the  middle  of  bat  night,  a  man  and  a  woman,  who  a/c 
total  straiigers  lo  me,  came  and  knocked  at  my  door  v>M\\  a  sick  person,  whom 
they  brougtit  with  ihcm  ;  my  acr-v-ant  went  instantly  to  the  door  without  waiting 
fo*'  a  light,  and  having  first  received  a  piece  of  money  from  one  of  them,  she  came 
to  mc  and  said  that  ihcy  wished  1  would  come  down  and  look  at  the  »ick  person. 
While  she  was  bringing  me  this  message,  they  brotiyht  the  patient  up  to  the  top 
of  the  stairs,  and  then  disappeared.  I  went  directly  out  without  waiting  cili 
my  servant  had  Uglilcd  a  candle,  and  meeting  wiih  the  stck  man  in  the  dark,  I 
gave  him  an  unintenlional  kick,  and  he  fell  from  Ihe  top  to  the  batlimi  uf  the 
slaircasc.  I  then  discovered  (hat  he  was  dead,  and  that  he  was  a  Mussulman, 
and  Uie  very  same  little  hunchback  whose  murderer  you  now  wish  to  punish.  My 
wife  and  myself  took  the  body  and  carried  it  to  the  roof  of  our  botise,  whence  we 
let  it  dotvn  into  thac  of  our  neighbour,  the  pur\-cyor.  whose  life  you  arc  now  mo» 
unjustly  Koing  to  t.-ike  away,  as  wc  were  the  persons  who  placed  the  body  in  his 
apartment  by  lowermg  it  down  the  chimney.  Wlien  the  purveyor  discovered  him, 
he  took  him  for  a  thief,  and  treated  him  as  such.  He  knocked  him  down,  and 
believed  he  had  killed  him  :  but  this  is  not  ilic  fad,  as  you  may  now  be  convinced 
by  my  confession.  I  alone  am  the  author  of  the  murder,  .ind  although  it  was  un- 
intentional, I  am  rcsolvwl  to  expiate  my  crime,  and  not  charge  my  conscience 
with  tlie  deaUi  uf  two  Mussulmans,  by  suffering  you  to  take  away  the  life  of  the 
sultan's  pun'cyor,  whou:  innocence  I  thus  clearly  prove  to  you." 

As  soon  as  the  judge  was  convinced  that  the  Jcnish  physician  was  the  true 
murderer,  he  ordered  the  executioner  M  take  him  and  to  set  the  purvc>or  at 
liberty.  The  cord  «-a3  round  ihc  neck  of  the  physician,  and  he  had  hnnllv  x 
rioment  to  live,  «  hen  the  voice  of  the  tailor  was  heard,  who  entreated  thf 
tioner  not  lo  proceed,  while  he  made  his  way  to  the  judge  of  the  police,  t"  ■■ 
on  his  approach  he  said.  *'  Vou  have  been  ver)-  near,  sir,  causmg  the  death  of 
three  innocent  persona ;  but  if  you  will  have  the  patience  to  listen  to  me,  jrou 
shall  be  informed  of  the  true  murderer  of  the  hunchback.  If  his  death  o-jght  to 
be  expiated  by  that  of  another  person,  mine  is  die  one  to  be  taken. 

"  AJ  I  was  at  work  in  my  shop  yesterday  evening,  a  little  before  darlCt  suid  hi 
a  disposition  well  suited  to  enjoy  any  amusement,  this  little  hunchback  camr  up 
to  it,  half  drunk,  and  sat  down.  He  immediately  began  to  sing,  and  wer 
sumc  tinu-.  -vhcn  I  proposed  to  him  to  come  and  pass  the  e\'ening  at  nv 
Having  conducted  him  thither,  wc  sat  down  to  table  almost  directly,  .imi  \  hnpni 
bun  to  a  little  piece  of  lish,  in  eating  which  a  bone  stuck  fast  in  his  ihri>at,  and, 
in  spite  of  cvcrythmg  .ny  wife  and  I  could  do  to  relieve  him,  he  wa=  ■  '■  '-  '  n  % 
very  short  time.  Wc  "crc  much  afflicted  at  his  death,  and  for  fear  •  ■■  en 

up  on  account  of  it.  "c  carried  the  body  to  the  door  of  the  Jewish  ;.,..     I 

knocked,  and  tuld  the  servant  who  opened  it  lo  go  back  to  her  tnastcr  as  suon  u 

possible,  and  request  him  from  us  tu  come  down  lo  see  a  patient  whom  nr  h^A 

brought  lo  him ;  and  that  he  mifrhl  not  refuse  coming,  I  charj-ed  her  to  ; 

his  own  hand  a  piece  of  money  which  I  g.ive  her  for  th.it  purpose.     Sli 

sooner  gone  up  than  I  earned  the  little  hunrhUick  to  the  top  of  ti. 

laid  him  on  the  hrst  step:  having  dune  thi^.  my  wife  and  myself  m.<. 

o*ir  way  Lome.    When  the  physician  came  out  in  order  to  go  dow-n. 

agjinst  the  hunchback,  ana  r'.tlled  him  down  from  tlic  top  to  the  I: 

m.tde  him  suppose  he  was  the  cause  '.^  his  dc:Uh.     Since,  hoM-evcr. "  added 

"  the  caie  is  at  it  ij,  let  the  physician  go.  and  take  my  life  instead  of  hi*. ' 

The  judge  of  the  police  and  all  tlte  specl.itors  were  t'llled  with  ai'tunisbroent . 
the  vanou»  ittmttgc  events  that  the  death  of  the  little  hunchback  secuied  to  harr 
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P"*-"  "  ' .  tfj.  "Let  the  physician,  then,  depart,"  said  the  judge,  "and  hang  the 
^  ■  -  he  confesses  the  crime."     When  the  executioner  had  set  the  phy- 

sic- ■  jri  i;  iibert)',  he  put  the  cord  round  the  tailor's  neck. 

XVhllc  aU  this  was  passing,  and  the  executioner  was  preparing  to  hang  the 
Ukalor,  the  Sultan  of  Casgar,  who  never  passed  any  length  of  time  without  sceing^ 
tl>^  litUc  hunchback,  his  butioon,  ordered  him  into  his  presence,  when  one  of  the 
at  tcndAnts  replied, "  Little  hunchback,  ^ire,  wliom  yuur  majesty  is  so  desirous  to 
strc.aficr  ha%-ing  got  diwnk  ycstenlay,  escaped  from  itie  piUacc,  contnir>- to  his 
u*uj.I  1  ii-.!<im,  in  order  to  wander  about  the  city,  and  this  morning  he  was  found 
dt-  have  bruught  a  man  before  the  judge  of  the  police  who  was  accused 

oi  ■;':r,  and  the  judge  iminediaicly  ordered  a  gibbet  to  be  erected.    At  the 

ver>  m*«ncnt  they  were  going  to  hang  the  accused  person,  another  man  came  up 
to  the  gTiIlows,  and  ihen  a  third,  who  each  accused  themselves,  and  declared  the 
(urnicT  to  be  innocent  of  ihc  murder.  All  ibis  took  up  some  time,  and  the  judge 
is  *t  this  mriment  in  the  \CTy  act  of  cxaiuiiiiny  lliis  third  man,  who  says  that  he 
h  ■  '  ■  rcr' 

.'  tlic  Sultan  of  Casgnr  sent  one  of  his  attendants  to  the  place  of 
e»ccn!iyn.  ■■  fjfj,'  be  cried.  "  with  all  possible  speed,  and  ictl  llic  judge  instantly 
to  bria^  all  (he  accused  iivrsons  before  me,  and  order  them  also  lo  bring  the  body 
rf"  poorhtile  hunchback,  whom  1  wish  once  more  to  see."  The  ofticer  instantly 
*Ca|,  and  .irrivetl  at  the  very  moment  the  executioner  began  to  draw  the  cord  in 
■•He  to  bang  the  tailor.  He  called  out  to  them  as  loud  as  he  could  to  suspend 
•^  cnculian.  As  ihc  hangman  knew  the  ofticer,  he  durst  not  proceed,  but  let 
we  tailor  live.  The  officer,  having  now  come  up  to  the  judge,  dccLired  the  wU 
^tbc  iiiitan.  The  judge  obeyed,  and  proceeded  to  the  palace  with  the  tailor, 
<««  Jew,  thf  imr.ir^or,  and  the  Christian  merchant,  and  ordered  four  of  his  people 
'*car;,  .)f  ihc  hmichUir;k. 

Ai  3. .  «erc  come  into  the  presence  of  the  sultan,  the  judge  prostrated 

^"toc^i  %  and  when  he  got  up  he  gave  a  faithful  and  accurate  detail  of 

JwyUii  :ci.ited  to  the  adventure  of  the  little  hunchback.    The  aultan 

**<^||ta  it  M>%cry  lingular  ittat  lie  commanded  his  own  historian  to^vntc  it  down 
|f4allttsp.uticulars:  then -iddrcssing  himself  to  those  whowerc  present,  he  said, 
^H«teany  one  of  yiw  ever  heard  a  more  wonderful  adventure  than  this  which 
^i  h^f>ened  to  the  himchbatk,  my  hufToon  ?"  The  Christian  merchant,  having 
^IM  proKrated  himself  so  low  at  the  sultan's  feet  that  his  head  touched  the 
''^^»Bid«  then  spoke  as  follows :  "  I'owcrful  monarch,  1  think  I  am  acquainted 
*Qfc  a  Kill  r.i  ,10^;  history  than  that  which  you  have  just  heard  recited, 

**'dif)roiir  i;  u'f.int  me  permission,  I  wJlrelateiL    The  circumstances 

^^of  attcli  a  ti.iiiiic  iii.li  no  person  can  hear  thciu  without  being  alTecied  at  the 
^native."  The  sulun  having  permitted  hun  lo  speak,  he  b^un  his  story  in 
"toe«onls. 

THK  STORY  TOLD  BV  THE  CHRISTIAN  MERCHANT. 

EFORT  I  h -'in,  sire,  the  account  to  which  your  majesty  h.'.5  cor- 
set 1,  I  must  rcm.irk,  if  you  please,  that  I  have  not  the 
b<i('  ij;  bom  in  any  sp<'t  within  ihe  limits  of  >-our  empire. 
I  am  3  Mr.miicr,  a  native  of  (.'.liro  in  Kgjpt,  of  Coptic  parents, 
and  h\-  rdii,'ion  a  Christian.  My  father  was  by  profession  a  broker, 
and  lijid  amassed  a  ronsidcmble  fortune,  whidi  when  he  died  he 
left  to  mc.  I  followed  his  example,  and  [lursucd  the  same  line 
of  '>vl^.ne^^.  One  day  when  I  was  in  the  public  grain  market  at 
CaiiM,  which  is  frequented  by  the  de-.ilers  in  all  sorts  of  grain,  a 
young  merclianl,  very  well  made,  handsomely  dressed,  and 
mouated  on  an  ass,  accosted  me.    He  saluted  mc,  and  openii>g  a 
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voice  of  the  Jewish  ptiysician,  who  desired  them  to  stop  tlic  execution  that  instiuit, 
that  he  mit;ht  come  and  ukc  hi^  piace  at  the  fool  of  the  gatloirs. 

*'Sir,"  said  lie,  as  vxn\  as  he  wras  come  before  the  judge,  "tliis  Mussolmon, 
whom  you  arc  about  to  deprive  of  his  life,  does  not  deserve  to  die  ;  1  alone  am 
the  soilty  wretch.    About  the  middle  of  l.i«  night,  n  man  and  a  woman,  who  are 
total  5trr.iigers  tn  inc,  cnmc  and  knocked  at  my  A(*ot  w-ith  a  sick  person,  whoot' 
lhe>'  biought  »vith  them  ;  my  icrvant  went  instantly  to  the  door  without  waitinjf ' 
foi'  a  light,  and  having  lirst  received  a  piece  of  money  from  one  of  them,  »lie  come  ■ 
to  me  and  said  th.it  ihey  wished  1  would  come  down  and  look  at  the  sick  penon. 
While  she  was  bringing  me  this  message,  they  brought  the  patient  up  to  the  tup 
oS  the  stairs,  and  then  disappeared.      I  went  directly  out  without  watting;  tiU 
my  servant  had  li};Ir.ed  a  candle,  and  meeting  with  the  sick  man  in  tlie  dark.  1 
ga\'c  hun  an  unintentional  kick,  and  he  fell  from  the  top  to  the  bottom  of  the' 
stairc.vic.     I  then  discovered  iliat  be  wus  dead,  and  that  he  was  a  Musvulnun*  > 
and  :hc  very  wnie  htlle  hunchback  whose  murderer  you  now  wi^h  tu  punish.  My 
wife  and  myself  took  the  Ixwly  and  carried  it  to  the  ro<.if  ufour  house,  whcTK*e  we 
let  it  down  mill  lli.il  of  our  itcighlx>ur,  the  purveyor,  whose  life  you  are  now  merit 
unjustly  goinj*  to  take  away,  as  we  were  the  persons  who  placed  the  lio<Iy  in  hit, 
npanment  by  lowering  ii  down  the  chimney.  When  the  pur\eyor  discovered  him.  i 
he  took  him  for  a  thief,  and  treated  him  as  such.     He  knocked  him  down,  and 
believed  he  h.id  killed  him  ;  Imu  this  is  not  the  fact,  as  you  may  now  be  convinced 
by  my  ;:onfcssiijn.    I  alone  am  the  author  of  tJu:  murder,  and  although  it  was  uo^ 
imcnticruil,  I  am  rcsob-cd  to  expiate  my  crime,  and  not  charge  my  amM-icnce 
with  the  deutli  of  two  Mu>sulmAn'>,  b>  suffering  you  to  lake  away  tae  life  of  the 
sultan's  purveyor,  wbiisc  innocence  I  thus  clearly  prove  to  you." 

As  soon  as  the  judge  was  convinced  that  the  Jenbh  physician  was  the  troa' 
murderer,  he  ordered  the  executioner  tj  take  him  and  lo  set  the  pur^-cyor  at 
liberty.  The  cord  was  round  the  -leck  of  the  physician,  and  he  had  h^irdly  a 
moment  to  live,  when  tlie  voice  uf  llio  tailor  was  heard,  who  entreated  the  execu- 
tioner not  lo  proceed,  while  he  made  his  way  to  the  judge  of  the  police,  tu  whom 
(HI  bis  approach  he  said, "  You  V^\e  been  very  nc-ir,  sir,  causing  the  death  of 
three  innocent  persons ;  but  if  you  will  have  the  patience  lo  listen  to  me.  you 
shall  be  informed  of  the  true  murderer  of  the  hunchback.  If  his  death  oagtit  u> 
be  expiated  by  that  of  anoUier  person,  mine  is  the  one  to  be  taken. 

"  As  I  was  at  work  in  my  shop  yesterday  cvcnmg,  a  little  before  dark,  and  in 
a  disposition  well  suiieti  i"  enjoy  any  amusement,  this  little  hunchback  cimc  up 
to  it,  half  dnmk,  and  v,A\  dowft.     lie  iiniiiedialcly  began  lo  sing,  and  went  OD^' 
some  time,  'vlien  I  iiriiposed  to  him  to  come  and  p.tss  tlie  evening  at  my  hout& 
Having  conducted  niiii  ihilhcr,  wcsat  donn  lu  uble  almost  directly,  and  I  helped' 
him  to  a  tittle  piece  of  lish.  in  eating  which  a  bunc  stuck  fjst  in  his  thmat,  and, 
in  spite  of  c^Tr)1hing  .ny  vnfc  and  I  could  do  in  relieve  him,  he  wt^;  ■  i<..i.-».,i  m  »_ 
very  short  time.  W'c  were  much  afdictc*!  at  his  death,  and  forfe.n  tkcni 

up  on  account  of  it.  wc  carried  ilic  body  tr.  the  door  of  the  Jeuii.  ,  .  j,n.  I 
knocked,  and  told  the  servant  who  opcneil  it  to  go  back  to  her  master  as  soon  »Mi 
possible,  and  rctiuest  him  from  us  lo  come  down  to  sec  a  patient  whom  we  had 
brought  to  him :  and  thjt  he  mighi  not  refuse  coming.  1  charged  her  to  put  mta 
his  own  hand  a  piece  of  money  which  I  j;::vc  her  for  that  purpose.  Shr  iva*  no 
sivjncr  gone  up  ihan  I  cirricil  the  Ittile  hunchb.!ck  to  the  top  of  ihe  ■•  ' 

luid  him  un  the  first  fiep  ;  having  done  thi^,  my  wife  and  myself  ni.ide  :  i 

o'lr  way  Lome.    When  the  ph>  ^ician  cimo  out  in  order  tn  go  d<»wn.  h.- 
agimst  the  hunclilxick.  ar.Li  lulled  him  down  from  the  tup  to  ih?  hixt. 

made:  •-  he  wa^  the  cau^c  of  Ins  death.     Since,  1  :  be, 

"the  Ii,  let  the  physician  go,  and  Like  my  life 

The  j"'i.;i:  'M  'iic  police  and  all  the  spectators  were  tilled  «  un  "    • 

the  various  strange  events  tlia!  the  death  of  Ihe  little  hunchback  - 
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K^veii  rise  ta  "  Let  the  pliysictan,  then,  depart,"  said  the  judge,  "and  hang  the 
tir' —  --,-  he  confesses  tlic  crime."  When  the  executioner  had  set  the  phy- 
*'■  «:ny,  he  put  the  cord  round  the  tailor's  neck. 

'.  -Jl  thiji  wxi  passing,  and  the  executioner  was  preparing  to  hang  the 

tAtlur,  the  Suli.in  of  Casgar,  who  never  passed  any  length  of  lime  without  seeing 

ihe  httl-  ''<  f>  ^ibviclt,  hii  buffoon,  ordcrw  him  into  his  presence,  when  one  of  the 

AnCD-J  1,'*  Little  liunchback.  sire,  whom  your  nujesty  is  so  desirous  to 

s«i!,  all'-.  -  „  pjt  drunk  yesterday,  escaped  from  the  palace,  contrary  to  his 

usuiiU  custom,  in  order  to  wander  about  the  city,  and  this  tnoming  he  was  found 

<iCML  Tbey  have  brought  a  man  before  the  judge  of  the  pohce  who  was  accused 

of  hit  mtiider,  and  the  judge  immediately  ordered  .1  gibbet  to  be  erected.   At  the 

-vcrr  nKnnent  tbey  were  going  to  hang  the  accused  person,  another  man  came  up 

tia  Uie  gallows,  and  then  a  third,  who  cadi  accused  ihtnisclvcs.  and  declared  the 

fbnocT  to  be  innocent  of  the  murdci.    All  thi'>  took  up  some  tunc,  and  the  judge 

IS  u  ill  'i:  in  the  very  act  of  examining  thi$  toird  man,  who  ssys  that  £c 

»» the  r<rr," 

Oa  '.  ^  the  Sultan  of  Caspar  sent  one  of  his  attendants  to  the  place  of 

«*>cuii  he  cried,"  with  all  possible  speed,  and  tell  the  judge  instantly 

lobrioj; .^ii  :nc  .iiciiseil  (wrsons  before  me,  and  order  them  also  to  oring  ihe  body 
<*l  poor  little  himrhbarfc,  whom  I  wish  once  more  to  see."  The  officer  instantly 
■•tit,  and  arrived  at  ilie  very  moment  the  executioner  began  to  draw  the  cord  in 
^''(r  to  luuig  the  tailor.  He  called  out  to  them  as  loud  as  he  could  to  suspend 
**««ecwtion.  As  the  hangman  knew  the  officer,  he  durst  not  proceed,  but  let 
^'>r  ■jjIot  lite.  The  officer,  having  now  come  up  to  the  judpe,  dccLircd  the  will 
•^i  tic  suttan.  The  )udgc  obeyed,  and  proceeded  to  the  palace  with  the  tailor, 
^Jw,  ihc  purvevur,  .uui  ihc  Ciiristian  iiicicliant.  and  arderetl  four  of  his  people 
*o<»rry  the  body  ol  the  hunchhark. 

jAuaonasihey  were  come  into  the  presence  of  the  sultan,  the  judge  prostrated 

^^kV  at  his  feet,  and  when  he  ^ot  up  he  gave  a  faithful  and  accurate  detail  of 

^yything  that  related  to  the  adventure  of  the  little  hunchback.    The  sultark 

^Jj^ht  It  sovcT)'  singul.ir  thai  he  commanded  his  own  historian  to  wnte  it  down 

»*D  iis  parltcuLir& ;  then  addrcssinj-  himself  to  those  who  were  present,  he  said, 

"••t  any  one  of  you  ever  heard  a  more  wonderful  adventure  than  this  which 

ibppcocd  to  the  hunchback, my  buffoon?"     The  Christian  merchant,  having 

protcnucd  himself  so  low  at  the  sultan's  feet  Uiat  his  head  touched  the 

JmI,  then  spoke  as  follows  ;  "  Powerful   monarch,  I  think  I  am  acquainted 

^^astiU  move  surprising  history  than  that  which  you  have  just  heard  recited, 

^i^'-Jiy—' lywil!  grant  me  permission,  I  will  relate  it    The  circumstances 

**  ti  ■  re  that  no  person  can  hear  them  without  bein}{  affected  at  the 

J^taiii.         1  .,v  .ultan  having  pcrmiiied  him  to  speak,  he  began  his  story  in 

THE  STORY  TOLD  BY  THE  CHRISTIAN  MERCHANT. 

lEFOKE  I  b.--«iii.  sire,  tlie  account  to  whicti  your  majesty  hr.s  cor- 
<cnicd  to  li^tcn,  I  must  rrmark,  if  you  please,  thai  I  have  not  ths 
honour  of  liciog  bom  in  .iny  spot  within  the  lunit^  of  your  cmptrc 
J  am  a  stranger,  a  nalivc  of  Cairo  in  Kg>'pt.  of  Coptic  parents, 
and  by  rcli>;ion  a  Christian.  Mv  father  was  by  profession  a  broker, 
and  had  auuused  a  considerable  fortune.  whicJi  when  he  died  he 
left  t'>  me.  I  followed  his  example,  and  pursued  the  same  line 
of  tnisl.ness.  One  diiy  when  I  was  in  the  public  grain  market  .it 
Cairn,  which  is  frequented  by  the  dealers  in  all  sorts  of  grain,  .1 
young  mercliant.  very  well  *  made,  handsomely  dresjied,  and 
mounted  on  an  ass,  accosted  mc.    He  saluted  me,  and  openitig  a 
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handkerchief  in  which  he  had  a  Mtnpic  of  sesami,  he  showed  ii  to  me,  and  H 

Suired  how  much  a  large  measure  of  .n  similar  quahiy  was  worth.     1  rKamlnt 
le  sample  which  the  voudk  merchant  had  put  into  my  hands,  and  told  him  ihj 
according  to  the  present  price  a  liir^'C  measure  was  wnnh  a  hundred  drarht 
of  silver.     "  Look,  then,"  he  said,  "fof  a  merchiint  wjm  will  liuy  it  al  thai  pnt 
and  tome  to  the  gate  called  Vinor\',  where  ynii  will   see  a  khan  separate  frrwin 
every  other  house,  and   I  will  wait  for  \-ou  there''     H.ivin}:  m'hI  this  he  went 
away,  and  left  me  the  snmiile  of  scMmi^,  which  I  showed  to  different  mctchanis. 
on  the  ^pot.  who  all  saitt  they  would  take  as  much  as  I  would  k-II  them  at  or 
hundred  and  ten  drachms  of  fihTra  meajurc,  and  at  this  rate  I  should  gain  t< 
drachms  for  earh  measure  wld. 

Pleased  with  50  murh  profit,  I  went  diircctl)-  to  Ihc  Victory  gale,  wber«  il 
merchant  was  waiting  for  me.     He  carried  me  into  his  warehouse,  which  wa»  T 
of  ses-iin*.     I  had  it  measured,  and  there  were  at>ou(  one  hundred  and  fifty  1     _ 
meuures.      I  then  loaded  il  upon  asses,  .-ind  went  and  siild  it  fur  hve  ihoannd 
drachms  of  silver.    "Of  ihii  9um,''iaid  the  young  man  to  tne,  "you  havcarij^it, 
according  to  our  .ngreemeni,  to  five  hundred  ararhm?.  after  the  rate  of  ten  dtacninij 
a  nieasnrc:  what  remain*  belongs  to  me,  bui  .is  1  have  no  inimcdl;itr  want  of  t( 
>[0  in  and  put  tt  t>y  for  me  till  I  shall  come  and  demand  it  of  you."     I  told  hi 
it  should  l)e  ready  at  anv  time  that  he  should  wiih  to  come  for  it  or  wnd  any  or 
TO  dcRund  iL     l'  kisw-fl  hi»  hand  when  he  left  me,  and  went  home  \-cr)- 
satixfied  with  his  generosity. 
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,A  «fcale  mmrth  passed  without  my  seeing  him,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 

j.'^jsewrd-  "  \Vherc,"hc  aiilccd  me,"arc  ihc  four  thousand  five  hundred  dmchms 

dt  mi^rcr  "'••'■  <-'  w.uowemc.'"    "They  arc  all  ready,"  I  replied,  " and  I  will  im- 

Kkcdbv  iicin  out  (o  yuu."  As  he  was  mounted  upon  an  ass.  I  requested 

^im  •!  :  lUi  me  the  honour  to  eat  «  ith  me  before  he  received  his  money. 

-  '  'd,  "  I  have  not  time  at  present ;  1  have  some  urgent  business 

w  ;  ■  ,  >  [irescnce,  and  cannot  stay,  but  in  coming  back  I  will  call  for 

my  money  ;  be  so  good  as  to  have  it  ready  for  me."    Having  said  this  he  went 

1W3)-.     1  waited  for  him  a  Ion;;  <)me,  but  it  was  to  no  purpose,  for  he  did  not 

nSam  till  a  month  .iftcr.    "  This  younjj  merchant."  thought  I  to  myself,  "  places 

« tyrv.  rieii)  of  TMnriilencc  in  me  to  leave  the  sum  of  four  thousand  live  hundred 

r  in  my  hands  nithout  knowmg  3n>lhmfi  of  me.     No  one  be- 

il  surely  act  thus,  for  fear  I  should  run  away  with  the  money." 

iih  1  saw  him  come  back  mounted  upon  the  iamcasa, 

!   ■.    .     :  ;.  dressed  than  he  was  before. 

1  liK-  youny  man  I  went  out  to  meet  liim.     I  entreated 

'  <1  whether  be  wished  me  to  count  out  the  nwnty  which  I 

:.L.i-i  iuind  iJiat,"  he  replied,  in  a  hvcly  and  contented  manner; 

■  hnrrv.    I  know  it  is  in  good  hands.and  I  will  come  and  take  it  when 

— «pcnt  all  I  now  have  and  nolhing  more  remains.    Adieu."  added  he, 

"ind  Btpcci  tnc  agam  ai  the  end  of  the  wi-ck."    At  these  words  he  gave  his  ass 

'ou  ti:\\\  \\\-,  \\\w\  :it.<l  i\  IS  out  of  Sight  in  a  moment.     **  Vastly  well."  said  I  to 

•l»Hf  exjtect  hiin  in  a  week,  and  yet  if  J  may  judge  from 

^Srr  f,  I  may  not  see  him  this  age.  Why  should  not  1  in  the 

"■e^atHue  make  use  uf  his  money  ?    1 1  will  be  of  considerable  advantage  to  me." 

I  WIS  not  mistaken  in  my  conjecture,  for  a  whole  j'car  passed  before  I  heard 

•*>lfctaj  of  the  youn;»  man.     At  the  end  of  this  time  he  .-ig.iin  appeared,  and  as 

*W)r  dressed  as  he  had  been  the  last  time  he  came,  but  tlicre  seemed  to  mc  to 

*^  aMBethtng  or  other  which  affected  his  spirits.    I  entreated  him  so  far  to  honour 

**  M  to  come  into  my  house.     "  I  agree  to  it  for  this  once,"  he  replied,  "  but  \\ 

■ndition  that  you  put  yourself  to  no  additional  trouble  or  expense  on 

[■  *'     *•  J  will  do  exactly  as  you  plc.-i.se,''  I  said,  "if  you  will  favour  me 

^j  romi.ig  in.'    He  immediately  alighted  and  entered  my  house.     1  then  gave 

*<fcn  for  the  refreshments  I  wished  to  be  procured,  and  while  they  were  getting 

'^•dT  we  entered  into  conversation,  and  when  the  repast  was  ser\Td  we  sat  down 

?*  tute.    The  vcrj*  first  mo^^cl  he  took  I  observed  it  was  with  his  left  hand,  and 

^Continued  all  the  time  to  be  much  astonished  at  never  seeing  him  make  use  of 

*•■  rigtit.    I  knew  n<H  what  to  think  of  it.    "  From  the  very  first  niomenl,"  I  said 

'Oiuy^*"  "I  li  i,f  known  this  merchant,  I  have  always  seen  him  behave  wiiJi  the 

lr»«air-'  ■-.  and  it  is  impfissihle  that  he  can  act  thus  out  of  contempt  for 

"•t    V.  !  'c  the  reason  of  his  making  no  use  of  his  right  hand  ? "    This 

'^'•tler  ccmiinued  to  puizle  me  extremely. 

^XVheo  the  rep.'ist  was  over,  and  my  sen-ants  had  cleared  ever^-thing  away  and 

''ft  the  room,  wc  went  and  sat  down  on  a  sofa.    I  then  o^cred  as  a  sort  of  relish 

^  *cry  e!(CeUcnt  kind  of  lozenge.     Still  he  look  il  with  his  left  hand.    "  I  entreat 

yOi*.  Mf."  at  last  I  cried.  "  to  pardon  mc  the  liberty  1  lake  in  asking  you  how  it 

■•ppeia  that  you  always  make  use  of  your  left  hand  and  never  of  the  right  ?  some 

*Ccuefil  sure))'  lias  happened  to  it."  At  this  he  gave  a  deep  sigh,  .and,  instead  of 

^^■■uiuc  mc,  be  drew  out  his  right  arm  from  his  robe,  under  which  he  had  tilt 

^*>m  mite  concealed  it,  when  I  saw  to  my  utter  aRtonishment  that  his  liand  was 

**■*  W.    "  You  were  much  shocked,  without  doubt,"  he  said,  "at  seeing  mc  cat 

''^•fciftyUft  hand,  but  you  now  see  I  could  not  do  otherwise."  "  May  I  mquire." 

'  vnnuiil,  "how  you  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  your  right  hand?"    At  this  re- 

VJ*«  he  beimn  10  sbcd  tears  :  after  some  time,  however,  be  told  me  his  history, 

»n«h  1  am  now  going  lo  repeat. 
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"  t  must  in  th«  tint  place  inform  )^>u,"  said  the  young  man,  **  that  I  am  •  native 
(if  llngdad.  My  faihcr  was  extremely  rich,  and  one  of  the  most  eminent  men, 
t>oih  as  to  rank  and  quality,  in  that  city.  I  had  hardly  begun  la  enter  into  the 
society  of  the  world,  when  1  was  struck  willi  the  accounts  which  many  people  wlio 
lud  travelled  in  that  country  gave  of  the  wonderful  and  cxtr.icrdin.iry  things  in 
lisypt.and  particularly  at  Grand  Cairo.  Their  convcrsaiion  made  a  deep  miprr=- 
sion  onniy  mind,  and  I  became  excessively  onxtuus  to  makea  juurney  there.  t!ul 
my  £tther,  who  was  >till  olive,  would  not  i^rant  mc  permission.  He  at  Icn^di  died* 
and  ai  his  dcitli  left  me  master  of  my  own  actions,  I  resolved  to  go  10  Cairo.  1 
directly  employed  a  large  sum  of  money  in  the  purchase  of  different  sons  of  Uic 
hnc  stuffs  and  manufactures  of  llagdad  and  Mtnjs&nul,  and  began  my  travels. 

"  When  I  arrived  at  Cairo,  I  stopped  at  a  khan,  which  they  call  the  khan  at 
Mearour,  I  took  up  my  abode  there,  and  also  hired  a  wvehou»c,  in  which  I 
placed  the  bales  of  merchandise  chat  1  had  brought  with  me  on  camels.  When 
1  had  arranged  thi»  busmcib,  1  retired  to  my  apartment,  in  order  to  icsl  myttii, 
and  recover  from  the  fatigue  of  my  journey.  In  the  meantime  mv  scr^-ants,  to 
whom  I  had  given  some  money  for  tlmt  purpose,  went  and  bought  some  jmt- 
visions  and  began  to  dress  them.  After  I  had  satisfied  my  hunger.  1  went  tu  are 
ihc  cutle,  mosques,  the  public  places,  and  ev-er^thing  else  that  was  wonby  4(, 
notice. 

"The  next  morning  I  dressed  myself  very  neatly,  and  afrcr  tiking  fiom 
bales  a  few  very  beautiful  and  rich  stuffs,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  them  to  . 
bczcstcin  (a  sort  of  covered  markct>placc  for  merchants,  where  the  most  rali 
»laflb,  jewels,  Ac,  arc  sold),  to  know  what  they  would  offer  mc  for  them.  J  gx 
thcin  to  some  of  m>  slaves,  and  we  went  to  tlic  bezcstein  of  the  Circassians.  I 
was  mstauily  surniundcd  by  a  multitude  of  brokers  and  criers,  who  were  soon  in- 
formed of  my  arrival  I  gave  a  specimen  of  my  different  stuffs  lo  several  cnen^ 
who  went  and  showed  them  all  over  the  bczcstcin  :  but  1  was  offered  by  no  rm^- 
chant  not  even  so  much  as  the  original  cost  of  the  merchandise  and  lli'  ■  s 

of  the  carriiige.  Tliis  vexed  me  very  much,  and  the  <:riers  were  wiir 
resentment  and  vexation.  '  If  you  will  depend  upon  us,'  thcv  said, '  wc  win  iim* 
you  a  way  to  lose  nothing  by  your  stuffs.'  I  .iskcd  them  wh.M  moilc  I  ought  (« 
follow,  m  order  to  sell  my  goods  to  advantage  '  Distrihuic  them,'  said  they, 
■  among  different  merchants,  who  will  sell  them  in  small  quantities,  and  you  may 
come  twice  cver>*  M-cek.  namely,  on  Mondav-s  and  Thursdays,  t^-'  "■■-■vc  tim\ 
inunc)' for  which  they  have  been  sold,  liy  dtis  mclliod  you  will  n 
instead  of  losing  anything,  and  the  merchants  also  will  have  an  a^.  ...i....^^;  ui 
business.  In  the  meantime  you  will  have  opportunity  and  leisure  to  walk  ■ 
and  view  the  town,  and  to  go  upon  the  Nile.' 

"  I  folliiwcd  their  advice,  and  carried  them  with  me  to  my  warehouse,  front 
which  I  took  out  all  my  goods,  and  returning  to  the  bcxcsicin.  I  distnlnjied  ihent 
among  ihc  several  merchants  whom  they  pointed  «>ut  to  mc  as  the  most  trusty 
and  credit.)ble.  The  merchants  gave  ine  a  receipt  in  due  form,  properly  signed 
and  witnessed,  with  the  condition  (luit  I  should  make  no  demand  fnr  the  6nr 
month. 

"  Having  thus  arranged  all  my  business,  (  gave  mysMf  up  entirely  t.    :      ' 
and  gaiety.    I  contr.icted  .i  friendship  with  several  young  men  about  nv 
who  contributed  vcr>-  much  to  make  my  time  pass  .igrccibly.     W'hc 
month  had  elapsed.  I  began  to  call  upon  mv  merchants  rcenlarh  t> 
''■'.'  \ed  by  a  proper  public  oft'i  ■        ■  their  bo  ■ 

1  iiasccrtaiii  tlie  i;oitdm">s  .n  ■  ■  i^ri"  the  v.u 

•  ■I  iii..:ii  ^  ■'  rtir.     In  this  manner  1       ..^...ni.,  i, ..night  awa-. 

iLiys  a  ctm  m  of  money,  which  I  took  with  me  to  the  khan  » t 

when?  I  IoUk-"       •-■^.  however,  did  nut  prevent  inc  from  gnmg  on  i — 

mediate  days  of  ilie  week,  to  pass  the  morning  sometimes  with  otic  mcrchBiit» 
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and  tnmctimes  with  another ;  and  I  was  thus  much  plcised  with  tbeir  conversa- 
tion. And  with  sccini;  uliut  passed  in  ttic  bezcstein. 

*"  One  Monday,  while  1  was  sitting  in  one  of  these  merchants'  shops,  whose 
TvajiK  was  Bedrcddin,  a  btly  of  diMinction,  as  I  easily  cunjecturcd  both  by  her 
-   -     :    '   '--       ••'d  also  by  a  female  ilavc,  neatly  attired,  who  followed  her,  entered 
md  sat  down  close  to  me.     Her  external  appearance,  joined  to  a 
i.  1 1  i«,.i  ....ij...i  j^raceinever>'ihingshedid,  preiudiced  me  ver)- miirh  in  ncr  favour. 
and  exdtcd  a  great  desire  in  me  to  know  more  of  her  than  1  did.     I  know  not 
whether  she  perceived  that  1  took  a  pleasure  in  beholding  her,  or  whether  my 
mncntion  plcued  her  or  not ;  but  she  lifted  up  the  thick  cmpc  that  hung  over  the 
ttnalin  xbicb  concealed  the  lower  part  of  her  face,  and  thus  gave  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  her  black  eyes,  tnat  quite  charmed  me.     She  compkicd  her 
tr^nqur^t  and  made  me  deeply  in  love  with  her  by  the  pleasant  tone  of  her  voice, 
-  obliging  and  modest  manner  when  she  addressed  herself  to  the  mer- 
i  inouired  after  his  health  since  she  had  seen  him  last. 
■■  /Uic:  ihc  Kid  ronversed  some  time  upon  indifferent  subjects,  she  lold  him 
t^t  she  n'Oa  m  sc.^^:h  of  a  particular  sort  of  stuff,  \Wth  a  gold  ground ;  and  thai 
*4*e  came  to  his  shop  because  it  contained  the  best  assornncnt  of  goods  of  .iny  in 
*he  beze*tcin :  and  lliat  if  he  had  such  a  thing,  he  would  much  oblige  her  by 
Showing  il  to  her.     BiTlreddin  opened  a  good  many  different  pieces,  and  having 
*— dupon  one,  she  stoppetl  and  asked  the  price  of  it.     He  said  he  could  afford 
*"  "Ml  It  her  for  eleven  hundred  drarlims  of  silver.   '  1  will  agree  to  give  you  thai 
-     .,'  she  replied, '  though  I  have  not  the  money  about  me;  but  I  hope  you  will 
■'  ■■  c  nic  creait  for  it  till  to-morrow,  and  suffer  me  to  carr)-  the  stuff  home,  and  I 
^tl  D«  tul  10  send  you  eleven  hundred  drachms,  for  which  we  h.-ive  .igrced,  in 
'•c  course  of  to-morrow.'    '  M.idam,'  answered  the  merchant, '  I  would  give  you 
2*"Hli  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  and  you  should  have  full  permission  (o  t.ikc  the 
*^*tt  home  with  you,  if  it  Ixriongcd  to  me  ;  but  it  is  the  property  of  this  young 
'^•■whttra  you  sec  here,  and  this  is  one  of  the  days  fixed  upon  logivean  acrount 
^*  tfta  mooe'y  for  which  his  goods  arc  sold.'  '  How  comes  it,'  cried  the  lady, '  that 
^^  tnat  me  in  this  manner?     Am  1  not  in  the  habit  of  coming  to  your  shop? 
_^^**cl  crery  ihnc  1  have  bought  any  stuff's,  you  liavc  desired  me  to  carr>'  them 

V  without  first  paying  for  ti.em  :  and  have  1  ever  failed  sending  you  the 

Y  on  the  f'tllowmy  day?'      The  merchant  agreed  to  it.     '  It  is  all  very  true, 
h  -I,  "but  to-day  1  ha\-c  occasion  for  the  money.'   "  Well,  then," 

-  iliiMn.  *  take  your  stuff,  and  may  God  confound  you  and  all 
for  vou  are  all  alike,  and  have  no  regard  for  any  one 
saic!  this,  she  rose  up  in  a  p-ission,  and  went  away 
iin  iicdreddin. 

;  the  lidv  was  gone,  I  began  to  feel  vcr\-  much  interested 

]■'  she  was  ton  far  off,  I  called  her  back,  and  said, '  Uo  me. 

return,  and  perhaps  I  shall  find  a  way  to  accommodnlc  .ind 

.  ...-1.1  and  the  merchant.'     She  c.-iinc  back,  but  made  mc  under- 

it  was  entirely  on  my  account   'Sir/  said  I,al  this  moment,  to  the  mercliant. 

h  rl.i  i,ou  say  it  is  that  you  wish  to  receive  fur  this  stuff,  which  belongs 

n  hundred  drachms  of  silver,"  he  replied,  *  nor  can  I  possibly  let 

i.iivc  it.  then,'  said  I. '  to  the  lady,  and  permit  her  to  carr)*  it  home. 

■  vou  one  hundred  drachms  for  your  profit,  and  give  you  an  order  to  lake 

It  nf  the  .ircount  of  the  other  merchandise  which  you  have  of  mine.' 

A  rote  the  order,  signed  it,  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  Bcdteddin. 

■:.  the  stuff  to  the  lady,  I  said,*  You  have  now.  madam,  full  power  to 

»  a»ay  with  you.  and  with  respect  to  the  money.  >-wi  nuv  send  it  to-morrow. 

••■   ttc  Aoct  day ;  or  if  you  will  do  mc  the  honour  to  accept  of  the  stuff,  it  is  miiic 

y*     "ytm  ienicc:*     *This,'  replied  the  I.idy,  *is  ver\'  fjr  from  my  intention.     Vihi 

''■  •*!  bduvtd  with  so  much  politeness  and  in  so  obliging  a  manner,  that  1  should 
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be  unworthy  of  aopeahng  in  Oic  society  of  men  if  I  did  not  prove  mv  cr^nimde 
to  you.  May  Coa  increase  tout  fonuncs;  suffer  you  to  live  a  lon>i  time  after  I 
.im  none ;  open  tlic  gates  of  heaven  at  your  death ;  and  nuy  aU  the  city  pubtuh 
the  report  vi  your  generosity  \ ' 

"Tliis  speech  Ea\c  ine  cntiragc,  and  I  said  to  her,  'Sufier  n>e.  then,  mad^inu 
only  to  sec  your  face,  as  a  return  for  the  favour  you  say  I  have  df»nc  >ou.  This 
will  repay  mc  even  with  uyiry.'  At  these  words  she  turned  Iiersclf  ti"  .  ' 
And  lilting  up  the  musltii  which  covered  her  fare,  she  dispUyed  a  c- 
most  tt-ondcrftilly  bcauuful.  I  was  so  much  struck  with  u,  thJt  I  could  Lm  .^  ^.^ 
nothing  to  cxprcw  ish.it  1  felt  ;it  the  siclit-  I  was  unable  to  Like  my  eye*  oil;  but 
site  quickly  covered  her  face  ajjiiln.  for  fear  .iny  one  shiMitd  [lerccive  her,  .ind  after 
drawinj;  down  her  long  crape  veil,  %hc  took  up  the  piece  nf  slutT,  and  went  nut 
from  the  shop,  leavin^f  me  in  a  very  different  stulc  from  what  I  was  in  lieforc  her 
3Triv;iL  My  mind  i.'i>ntii)ued  greatly  troubled  and  stront^ly  disordered  fuc  MHnc 
lenj^th  of  time.  IJefore  I  left  the  mcrchiint,  I  .iskcd  him  if  he  knew  who  the  Udv 
was :  and  he  told  me  she  was  the  daughter  ol  an  emir,  wito  left  her  .it  hii  dc«ui 
An  immense  fortune. 

'*  1  had  no  sooner  reruraed  to  the  khan  of  Mesrour,  than  my  pct>ple  brought  up 
supper:  bui  1  was  unable  to  cat  the  least  morsel.     Nor  could  J  clu»  mycre* 
dunng  the  whole  nicht.  which  appeared  to  me  of  more  than  ortlin.iry  I 
soon  as  it  was  day  1  got  up,  with  the  hopes  of  aj^am  beliuUlni],,'  the  ' 
thus  disturbed  my  repose  ;  and  with  the  wish,  should  I  be  so  fortunate, 
her.  1  dressed  mj  sell  still  Ijclier  than  I  liad  done  the  d.iy  before.    I  ihi 
to  thf  shtip  of  Meilreddin. 

"  1  had  not  been  (here  a  ifreat  lenj^h  of  tunc  before  I  saw  the  Lidy  apprOAdl, 
followed  by  Iier  »Uve.     She  wns  much  more  magniticently  dressed  t'l   ■■  ""•  ''-■- 
preceding  day.    Faying  no  attention  to  the  merchant,  she  iiddrc^std  li 
to  mc.    '  You  see,  sir,'  she  said, '  that  I  h.ive  kept  my  word  with  you  v  i- 
I  prnmi&cd  yesterday  to  do  so,  and  have  now  come  on  purpiiic  to  brr 
amount  of  u-bal  you  had  ihc  goodness  to  trust  mc,  witliout  knowing  :n 
roc.    This  is  an  act  of  generosity  1  slull  never  forget.'   *  There  was  no;  ■.;  •:  Ij  i  t 
ncvcssity,  madam,'  1  replied,  'for  you  iit  all  to  hurry  yourself.     1  was  i>crie::.y 
easy  with  respect  to  my  money,  and  am  sorry  for  the  trouble  you  hftve  gtvca 
yourself.'    '  It  would  not,  however,  have  been  just  in  me  to  \\avc  abuwd  yOM 
g'tud  nature,'  she  replied.    In  saying  this  «he  put  the  money  into  myhandsand 
sat  down  near  me. 

•*  Taking  the  advantage  which  this  opportunity  ol  conversing  with  h-r 
I  declared  the  love  I  felt  for  her;  but  she  got  up  and  left  me  ^o  h.i- :  ! 

believed  she  was  offended  at  the  confession  1  made.  I  followed  her  wiiJi  iii>  cjcs 
as  long  as  I  could  see  her;  and  when  she  was  quite  out  of  bight,  I  took  tny  le^ve 
of  the  merthanl.  and  left  the  bcicslcin  without  knowing  where  I  went.  I  was 
meditating  uvon  this  adventure,  when  I  felt  some  person  pull  me  behind;  I  irt- 

stanth  turned  round  lo  sec  who  it  was,  and  rccugnixed  the  young  .slave  '  ~' r 

10  the  Udy  by  whom  my  whole  mind  was  absorbed.  This  sight  dc^i 
•  My  uiisiress,'  wid  ^he, '  who  is  the  young  lady  that  5p«)kc  to  you  in  ii 
the  merchant,  wishc*  to  speak  a  few  words  lo  you,  if  you  will  have  tli 

tn  follow  me."     I  in*t.inily  went  with  her,and  in  truth  found  her  mistft,.  ,._ ^ 

for  mc  tn  the  shop  of  a  mo ne>' -changer. 

**  She  directly  invited  mc  lo  sit  down  near  her.and  began  the  conversation  by 
Hiving.  *  Be  not,  my  dear  sir,  suriinscd  that  I  quined  you  just  now  so  abrunthr ; 
but  I  did  nai  thmk  it  prudent  oefure  that  merchant  to  give  anything  bkc'a 
favourable  .inswxr  lo  the  acknowledgment  you  made  of  my  having  inkpTml  Wo 
with  scnliinents  of  affection.  Far,  however,  irom  t>em^  offended  at  the  confeuion, 
I  own  to  j-ou  i[  afforded  me  grcu  pleasure  to  hear  jou  say  that  I  was  not  indif- 
ferent 10  you  ;  and  I  esteem  m\  self  happy  in  having  acquired  the  rejcmrd  of  a  mao 
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vTyoar  worth  and  merit.  I  know  not  what  imprewion  the  sight  of  me  may  hate 
n&dc  upon  you,  btii  with  refpect  to  myself.  I  ctn  niv*?r  ton  \h^\  \  iv\\,  on  ihc 
i«fy  fim  roomeni  I  saw  you,  a  vcr^-  erca:  inclinatinn  '  r,     Ewr  wnre 

ycttardar  morning  I  have  tbouphi  of  nothing  but  wh  >  '.,  »nd  my  hajte 

and  anxiety  to  (li5co\'cr  you  ihi*  mominj;  were  \a  crca:.  ih^i  :t  uL-ght  Hi  \x  »uf!i- 
ctenl  to  convince  you  tlut  vou  by  no  means  duplcaic  mr^'  '  Madani/  I  rxrUimct), 
mimorted  with  tove  &na  fiUnl  with  delight,  '  notluns  I  coold  pDtvhly  licjr 
nwld  ifn-c  mc  half  to  much  pleasure  ai  what  you  have  now  had  the  |tno<lnru  to 
«)r  lo  me.  It  o  impossible  ff»r  .iny  one  to  feel  ;i  stronjjcr  rej^ird  than  1  have 
done  lb*  yrtu.  fiom  ilir  tit^t  happy  momrni  I  «t  my  ryr*  ujMn  yw.     They  werr 

i^utic  duxlol  Hi-'-   ■      '  -  ■  my  hr-Vrt  -.-r'  '-■•    ^■■'' •    '' -  (e»»| 

rrtiatanoe.*   *\x:                                       r'U(>titik;  m-  vlcts. 

■peecfaq;  I  do  nut .. '...;_.. -..a  you  »Wl  i t.--..^.,  ^  . aocd 
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orminc.   Will  yoii  do  me  the  honourof^-taitmgmyhmise?   '^-  '''■ 
I  will  acc(>m)».»ny  you,'     '  .M.i(]jin,'  replied  I, '  I  jtn  quite  . 
'.  and  havp  only  Imi    .iv'>  .!<  .i  ktun.uhich  i&by  nn  me;tn^  a  |' 
I  a  l.idy  (il  your  !■  ,  i.ility.     Ii  will  surely  be  much  '■ 

the  K'-'*'tlnt'«  If. ,  nc  with  your  residence,  where  1  -  „  .: 

|h;ivc  ihc  liunour  oi  w.iitin^  upon  you.'  'I'hc  lady  conscnicd  lo  ilits  pl^in.  *On 
.Thursday  next,'  said  she,  'which  is  ihc  day  after  lo-moirow,  conic  directl)f  »bgi 
fmiddny  pr.iyer>  into  die  street  ciiled  l>cvoUDn  Strccc,  Vou  have  only  lo  inguirc 
[ibr  the  house  of  Abun  Schamma,  sumamcd  Itcrcour.  and  formerly  chief  ct  tbe 
I  emirs  :  at  tliat  place  you  will  linU  me.'  Havmt;  said  this,  wc  separated,  and  J 
[pasM^d  the  whole  of  ihc  nc\t  day  with  the  i;ccatc&t  impatience 

"When  Thursttay  came  I  got  up  very  e.uly.  and  dres^d  ray-self  i-'    ■  ^■ 

^foincst  robe  I  had,     I  put  a  purse,  containing  tifty  pieces  of  yold,  int^ 
[and  I  set  out  mounted  upon  an  ass,  which  I  had  ordered  the  day  t.M-ii<i< 
accompanied  by  the  man  of  whom  1  had   hired  it.     When  wc  were  coni'.- 
l>evoiion  Street,  I  desired  llw  owner  of  the  ass  to  inquire  whcrcabom  the  hut'jc 
which  1  was  scclcing  .tfter  was  ;  K>mc  person  immetliately  pointed  it  out.and  be 
then  conducted  mc  to  it.     J  alighted  at  the  d(K>r.  rewarded  the  man  vc^   '  ♦.— i'-, 
and  dismissed  htm  ;  desiring  him  at  the  some  time  to  ob^^crvc  well  tl 
which  he  left  mc,.ind  not  iM\  to  return  for  mc  tlie  next  murnin)(,in  ui^.  ~c 

mc  back  lo  the  khan  of  Mesnnir. 

"I  knocked  at  ihedxT.Mhcn  tn-n  little  slaves,  as  white  as  snow,  v>r;.  -  <  iiiv 
dre$5«d.  imineiliately  came  .ind  opened  it.  '  Come  in.  sir,  if  you  please,'  ')i'  -  ■-•■i<i, 
•Our  niistrc«  lias  U-^^n  u.iitiiiu  very  impatiently  for  ywi.  FortwouuU  .bvi 
she  has  never  ccawd  i   '  -lu.'    I  went  intoacoiin.nnd  ob^nw  , -,  |.-.\,...ia, 

retscd  jbout  seven  bill'  re  ground, and  surroitndeti  with  m.h,.   m  li  -^i    -fc, 

^*hich  divided  it  from  a  vti>  be.utiiful  garden.     IJesidcs  some  trees,*'' 
|at  the  samt;  time  Ixith  for  embellishment  and  shelter  from  ilte  rays-  ' 
there  u"as  an  infinite  numl>er  of  others,  which  were  loaded  with  all  kind^ul  Umjx. 
]  was  charmed  with  the  warbling  of  a  great  many  birds,  which  mingled  tfaar 
notes  with  the  murmurs  of  a  fountain,  that  threw  its  water  to  a.  vas:  n 

llic  midst  of  a  p.irtcrrc  cn.imcUed  with  flowers.    The  fount;un  was 
pIcasinR  sijijht.     Four  large  gill  dragons  were  seen  at  the  four  anisic-  ■■      i    t.    .i- 
voir,  which  was  exactly  square,  and  these  dragons  threw  up  tin.-  ■■>.■-•   .■    i,"  .•! 
abunr' —   -    -I-'!  clearer  and  more  brilliant  than  rock  crystal.    Tlu*  |l-^   -    ■•  i    '•n 
ftilt  1'  .  that  it  (:avc  mc  .i  very  high  idea  of  the  conquest  1  t-':    ;..   ■  r. 

The  i.i  ■  .■...■-  >l.ivcs  desired  me  to  go  inm  a  ».iloon.  tliat  was  magninLiiaiiv  lur- 
niahcd  :  and  uhile  one  of  ihrm  wt-ni  to  mform  her  mistress  of  my  arriraX  the 
Other  remained  with  mc,  and  pointed  out  all  the  beauties  of  the  saloon. 

"  I  had  not  been  lon^  in  this  place,  before  the  lady  with  whom  I  waft  M>  miKli 
in  love  made  her  appearance,  aaorncd  with  the  finest  diamonds  and  |WarU;  l*ut 
she  appeared  Mill  more  brilliant  from  the  lustre  of  her  evc^  than  frnii> 
of  her  jewels.     Her  figure,  which  was  now  no  longer  concealed  by  her  «,i' 
i.drttssr  as  when  I  met  her  in  the  city,  seeme<l  to  me  lo  be  the  llne^' 
i'»tnlting  in  the  whole  world.    I  can  never  express  lo  you  ihe  delight  wc  ■ 
bat  again  beholding  each  other;  indeed,  the  stronger  dc^icnittkon  wiiul^l  di;  in- 
[  JuMirr  In  mir  feelings.    I  can  only  say,  ih.ti  after  the  ttr«i  compliments  nrre  orcr, 
.it  down  on  .^  iiiti\,  uhcrc  wc  conversed  together  with  the  gri 
:.  imagmablc.     They  then  ser\-ed  up  the  most  delicate  and  ca 

Cll'..1C'., 

"We  sat  down  to  ubic.  and  after  our  repast  wc  recommenced  our  co;     

which  bsted  ull  the  evening  set  in.     Thcv  then  brought  us  some  mokl  ckccIIebP 
wme,  and  alto  ^omc  dried  fruiis.  ^«cil  aiiipicd  to  excite  a  desire  for  drinldaft; 
and  wc  drank  to  the  wund  of  instruments,  on  which  some  sUv**  p1ay«d«  and 
accompanied  at  the  same  lime  with  their  voices,    Tlie  lady  of  the  hnuK  ^^ 
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«H  by  ibis  fomplettiy  confirmed  her  conquest,  and  rendered  me 
.te  of  luvt-TK     In  short,  I  passed  the  whole  night  in  a  series  or 
..ritful  pleasures. 
"The  next  morning',  having  first  vco'  shiy  put  ihc  purse  with  fifty  pieces  of 
in  H,  which  I  h:id  tmm^tit  with  mc,  under  her  pillow,  I  got  up  and  bade  her 
Before  I  uctit,  slic  a^kcd  mc  when  I  would  return  again.     '  I  promi!>c 
ti.  Tna'l.im,'  I  replied.'  to  come  back  tlii*.  evening.'    She  seemed  delighted  wiUi 
\y  ' .  conducted  me  herself  to  tlie  door,  am),  ai  parting,  she  conjured  me 

n  ,  ut  my  premise. 

'  Ihc  »4iJie  man  who  Iiad  broughl  me  the  day  before  was  now  wailing  for  me 
wi!h  his  ass.  I  immediately  mounicd..ind  returned  to  the  khan  of  Mesrour.  In 
dismb&ing  the  man,  t  inid  him  I  would  not  pay  him,  but  that  he  might  comeagain 
with  bis  as«  after  dinner,  at  the  hour  I  fixed. 

"  Ak  vxm  as  I  was  returned  to  my  khan,  my  first  business  was  to  go  and  pur- 
chaK  a  hne  Iamb  and  several  sorts  of  cakes,  which  I  sent  as  a  present  to  the 
lady  by  a  poncr.  I  then  transacted  my  more  important  affairs,  till  Ihc  owner  of 
^^  XS3  amved,when  1  went  with  him  to  the  lady  :>  hou^e.  She  received  mc  witli 
»*  much  joy  as  on  the  day  before,  and  regaled  me  in  quite  a*  magnificent  a  style. 
WliH)  1  left  her  the  next  inrjrning,  I  put,  a*  before,  a  purse,  containing  fifty  pieces 
oTonl.I   Ml. .Irr  the  pillow,  and  returned  to  the  khan  of  Mesrour. 

icd  thus  to  visit  the  lady  every  day,  and  each  time  I  left  a  purse  with 
**'      ,  uf  gcild  in  iL     I  pursued  thi^  plan  till  the  merchants  to  whom  I  had 

Evm  my  merchandise  to  dispose  of.  and  whom  I  \-isiied  r^ularly  twice  a  week, 
idootliirtg  more  of  mine  in  their  hands;  I  then  found  myself  without  any  money, 
*^  thr  least  chance  of  obtaining  any. 

"In  this  horrid  state  I  was  ready  to  gi\T  myself  up  to  despair,  I  went  out  of  my 
■^lan,  without  knowing  what  I  was  about,  and  walked  towards  the  c.^stIc,  where 
•Here  was  a  great  muliitiide  of  people  collected  10  be  present  at  a  spcct.iclc  which 
w^j  given  by  the  Sult.in  of  Kg^'pt.  When  I  cimc  to  the  spot  where  the  crowd 
^^s  collected,  1  mixed  with  the  thickest  part  of  it,  and  by  chance  I  found  myself 
'■^w  a  iCDtleman  very  well  mounted  and  very  handsomely  dressed.  To  the 
Poamuof  his  saddle  there  w.^s  fastened  a  lutlc  bag  half  open,  frotit  which  a 
(^■vui  fttring  hung  out  By  touching  the  outside  of  iJic  bag,  I  thought  I  discovered 
^h;al  the  green  siring  which  hung  don-n  belonged  to  a  purse  thai  was  wiiliinside. 

A*  tht  t h-  "i-nt  r  was  forming  this  opinion,  a  porter,  carrying  a  large  bundle 

^  woo-  '  close  to  him  on  the  other  side  of  his  horse,  that  he  was  obliged 

^*  tarn  :j .—  ..im  in  order  to  prevent  the  wood  from  touching  him  and  tcar- 

««»l^  hb  dms.  The  devil  at  this  moment  tempted  me  ;  and  laying  hold  of  the 
**naK  with  one  hand,  while  with  the  other  1  enlarged  the  opening  of  the  bag,  I 
drew  oai  the  pur»c  without  being  perceived  by  any  one.  It  was  very  heavy,  and 
<  «ial  not  doubt  but  it  was  filled  either  with  gold  or  sUver. 

^  The  purler  was  no  sooner  gone  past  but  the  person  on  horseback,  who  seemed 
^  hare  had  some  suspicion  o;  my  intention  while  his  hc:td  u-as  turned  away, 
^Ucuttly  pur  his  hand  into  the  biig,  and  missing  the  purse,  he  gave  me  such  a 
^lovdiat  I  fell  10  the  ground.  'I*hey  whos.aw  this  violent  attack,  directly  began 
to  bke  my  part ;  some  seized  the  bndle  of  his  horse  to  stop  him,  and  asked  him 
wh^  he  meant  by  thus  knocking  mc  doivn,  and  how  he  ditrsi  thus  ill  treat  a 
Msmlman.  *  What  business  is  this  of  yours?'  he  answered  m  an  angry  tone. 
*y  jtaow  what  1  am  about :  he  is  a  thief.'  At  these  words  I  got  up ;  when,  on 
^■■■lE  mcv  «Tcry  one  took  my  part,  and  said  he  asserted  a  falsehood,  for  it  was 
*Ciyianrntaablc  thai  a  young  man  of  my  appearance  and  manner  could  be  ^ilty 
•  sotf"? — ! —  ir^  action  as  he  laid  li>  my  charge  In  short,  they  kept  pcrsistiog 
*■)  and  while  they  were  holding  his  horse  in  order  to  favour  my 

•*»(«,  _.i. i..i:ely  for  me  one  of  the  officers  of  the  police  cunc  by,  accom- 

^*iA  by  some  of  his  men.  He  came  up  to  us,  and  inquired  what  had  tiappcncd. 
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Ever)'  one  inimediatct)-  accused  the  man  on  horieback  with  having  used  me  ill, 
under  the  pretence  lliat  1  had  robbed  him. 

"  The  ofticcr  of  the  police,  however,  was  hy  no  me.ins  s:)li$r>cd  uiih  dds 
accotmi.    He  askctd  ihe  genilemAn  on  hursebnck  if  he  sus[>ecied  any  onr  brvfdei 
me  nf  having  robbed  him.     The  litter  replied  in  the  neg.iiivc,an<l 
officer  of  die  reasons  which  he  haii  f<ir  bclievm);  that  he  w.n  nni  i. 
suspicions.    After  having  attentively  listened  to  him,  the  ofttrer  otOci' 
tendants  to  arrest  and  search  me.    They  instandy  obeyed  ;  and  one 
discovering  the  purse,  held  it  publicly  up  to  view.     This  disgrace  m-as  ■ 
for  me  to  (war,  and  I  fainted  a«ay.     The  officer  of  the  police  then  desir 
to  bring  the  purse  to  him. 

**  As  soon  as  the  ofticer  had  taken  t}ie  purse,  he  asked  the  man  on  honefaack 
if  that  was  his,  and  how  much  money  there  wjs  in  it.  Thcliincr  imiT"  ^'  ■— '■  tnew 
it  to  be  same  which  had  been  ukcii  from  him,  and  assnm!  thcofti  .ere 

Iwcniv  sequins  in  it.   The  judfje  iniuntly  npcncil  it,  and  finding  r^  um 

in  it.  he  returned  iu    After  this  he  ordered  me  before  him.    ■  Vm  wjiij 

he,  'confess  the  tnith  :  acknuwledgc  that  it  wa^  you  who  stole  ihf  :  i:  du 

not  wait  till  I  order  you  to  the  torture  to  make  you  confess.'     Holdint;  down 
head,  I  reflected  within  myself  thit  if  1  denied  the  fact,  as  the  purse  wan  lour 
u|jun  me,  they  could  only'consider  it  as  a  falsehood  and  an  evnsion ;  to  avoid, 
therefore,  being  doubly  punished,  both  as  a  har  and  a  thief.  I  r-ii-ird  my  hr.td  .ind 
acknowledged  that  I  had  taken  it.     1  had  no  sooner  nude  t' 
the  officer,  havin^j  first  taken  down  the  evidence,  ordered  m 
cut  off.     This  sentence  was  executed  upon  the  spot,  and  cxi  r 
of  all  the  spectators  ;  and  I  obsen-ed  the  accuser  himself  w 
than  the  rest.     Thejudgt:  indeed  wished  to  punish  me  siill  furtiui-  !>;  .  ■ 
one  yf  my  feet,  but  J  implored  the  person  from  whom  I  h.id  Uk«rn  ihc  ] 
intercede  for  me  with  the  judge  to  omit  thiit  p^rt  of  the  sentence ;  be  dm  m>  aixi 
obtained  his  request 

"The  officer  was  no  sooner  gone  on,  than  the  injured  per<^--    ~  —  --  Ttie. 

*  I  am  convinced,'  said  he  to  me,  and  .it  the  same  time  nffci  Usa 

necessity  alone  compelled  yuu  to  commit  so  dis^raiefiil  an  —  ...  ■  -- 

unwordty  a  young  man  of  your  appearance.      Here  is  this  fatal  i 
aiKi  I  am  truly  sorr>'  for  the  misfortune  it  has  occasioned  you.'    I  l.i 
he  left  me  ;  and  as  I  was  very  we.\k  and  faint,  from  ihe  qu.miity  i<\  \-: 
lost,  some  people,  who  lived  in  that  neighbourhood,  were  so  kind  .::i.t 
sionate  »s  to  take  me  home  with  them,  and  give  me  a  glass  of  wine.     Ttwy  «l*o 
dressed  my  arm,  .ind  put  my  hand,  which  had  been  cut  off,  in  a  piece  oC  linen 
cloth,  and  I  fastened  it  to  my  girdle. 

"  When  I  got  back  to  the  khan  of  Mesrour,  I  did  not  find  thai  assistance  Hun 
which  I  stood  so  much  in  need  of.  It  was,  however,  I  thought,  hazardior  a 
great  deal  to  go  and  present  myself  to  the  young  l.idy.  *  She  will  not,"  said  f  to 
myself,  'wish  to  we  me  any  more,  when  she  shall  ha\-c  been  informed  ct  the 
infamous  acdon  I  have  been  guilty  nV  I  nevertheless  determined  to  pursae  U«s 
plan,  and  as  soon  as  the  crowd  who  had  followed  me  were  dispersed,  I  wtM  by 
the  most  unfrequented  streets  to  her  house.  Wlien  I  arrived,  I  fouiul  my*df  «o 
wc.ik  and  worn  out  from  pain  and  fatigue,  that  I  insunily  threw  mj-s^  on  a  sofit, 
taking  care  to  k<^  my  right  ann  under  my  robe,  as  1  was  anxlMis  she  slioitld 
not  see-  the  state  in  n-hich  it  was. 

•'  In  the  meantime,  the  lady  being  informed  of  my  arrival,  and  that  I  seemed 
very  ill.  r;ame  to  me  in  the  j^Tcateat  haste,  and  seeing  me  pale  and  faint, '  My  »leai 
soul,'  ihe  cried.  '  what  is  (lie  tn.ittcr  wtih  you?'  I  dissemoled  the  r«al  cause, and 
In  answer  told  her  that  1  had  a  most  violent  headache,  which  verj-  much  tomenled 
me.  At  this  she  aptieared  much  afflicted.  'Sit  down.' the  replied,  for  I  had 
rison  to  receive  her, '  and  tell  me  bow  this  has  bappeiied  to  you.    Vou  were  *vry 
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she  made  herself  mistress  of  my  heart,  without  any  resistance.  Ilut  while  tnspir- 
ini;  me  with  1o\c,  Oic  felt  (he  ilame  herself;  and  far  fitim  practi&tnt;  any  icstrwBt, 
idle  said  a  number  of  tender  ihings  to  me. 

"  The  other  lady,  who  obscn-ed  us,  at  first  only  laughed.  *  I  loM  y«i,'  said 
she,  addressing  hcr&elf  to  me, '  thnt  you  would  be  charmed  with  m\  \  A 

1  perceive  you  have  already  \iolated  the  oath  you  made  me  to  Tcm.~i. 
•  M.id.im,'  replied  I,  laughing  as  she  had  done, '  you  would  have  reason  ii>  r.nv 
plain  if  I  n'cre  remiss  in  politeness  towards  a  lady  whom  you  love,  and  have  done 
me  the  honour  to  brUix  here ;  both  of  you  would  reproach  me  u'iih  not  kxKmtBc 
how  to  perform  ihc  honours  of  ni^-  bouse.' 

"  We  continued  drinking,  but  m  proportion  as  we  became  heated  with  wim, 
the  new  lady  and  1  exchanged  glances  witli  so  little  precaution,  thai  her  fncM 
began  to  conceive  a  violent  jealousy,  of  which  she  soon  gai-e  us  a  fatal  prooC 
She  got  up  and  went  out,  saying  that  she  should  soon  return :  but  a  fcw  mmules 
^er,  the  lady  who  had  remained  with  me  changed  countenance ;  she  fell  into 
strong  con^-ulsions,  and  shortly  after  expired  in  my  arms.  whiUt  1  was  calling  ray 

MFvanis  to  assist  me  in  relieving  her.     I  went  out  immediately,  and  inquire  fgr 

the  other  lady ;  my  people  told  mc  that  she  had  opened  the  street  door,  and  h>i^H 
£one  away.  I  Uien  b^an  to  suspect,  and  noUiing  could  be  more  just  than  nl^^^ 
suspicions,  that  she  had  occasioned  the  death  of  her  friend.  In  fact,  she  had  hM 
the  address  and  wickedness  to  put  a  strong  poison  into  the  last  cup,  which  she 
Jierself  had  presented  to  her. 

"  I  was  extremely  afflicted  ai  this  accident  'What  shall  I  do?'  said  I  10  my- 
self.  *  What  will  become  of  me  ? '  As  I  considered  that  I  had  no  time  to  lose,  I 
Ordered  my  people  to  raise  up  bv  tlie  light  of  the  moon,  and  as  quietly  as  possibte, 
cnc  of  the  largest  pieces  of  matole  wiin  which  the  court  of  my  house  was  paved, 
and  to  dig  .1  grave,  in  which  they  interred  the  body  of  the  young  lady.  Alter  ihe 
marble  w.ts  replaced,  I  put  on  a  travelling  dress,  and  taking  all  the  money  I  ww 
possessed  of,  1  locked  up  e\'erything,  even  the  door  of  my  house,  on  which  I  put 
my  own  seaL  I  went  to  the  jei^'cller,  who  w-as  the  proprietor,  paid  him  what  rem 
I  was  in  his  debt, and  a  >-ear  in  advance  bcstdes.and  gi^Hng  him  the  Iccy^bcggRl 
llim  to  keep  it  for  me.  'A  very  important  affair,'  said  I,  'obliges  mc  lo  be  abteot 
for  some  time;  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  coing  to  visit  myuncles  at  C«mK*  I 
then  took  my  leave  of  him,  instantly  mountcu  my  norsc,  and  set  oflT  with  my  peoplt 
who  were  waiting  for  mc. 

"  1  had  a  good  joumeyr  and  arrived  at  Cairo  without  any  unpleasant  intemiprtod 
I  found  my  uncles,  who  ivcre  astonished  to  see  me.    I  said  to  tlietu  f 

«xcuse  that  I  was  tired  of  waiting  for  tliem,  and  that,  receiving  no  int'  i 

them,  my  uneasiness  had  induced  me  to  undertake  the  journey.  They  received 
me  very  kindly,  and  promised  to  intercede  with  my  father,  so  that  he  should  oai 
be  displeased  at  my  quitting  Oam.-ucus  without  his  permissiorL  I  lodged  in  the 
same  khan  with  them,  and  saw  c\'er>-thing  that  u-as  wortliy  of  attention  in  Cain. 
"As  they  had  sold  all  ihcir  merchandise,  they  talked  of  returning  to  Moossonl. 
-and  were  alre-idy  beginning  to  make  preparations  for  their  departure;  but  as  I 
'  had  not  seen  all  th.it  I  wished  in  Kgypt.  i  left  my  uncles  and  went  to  lodge  in  a 
k-qnaitsr  very  disL-mi  from  their  khan,  and  did  not  moke  my  appearance  uU  ^xy 
had  set  off.  'I*hey  sought  roc  for  a  considerable  time,  but  not  being  able  lo  hnA 
me.  they  supposed  th.nt.  touched  with  remorse  at  coming  to  Egypt  against  the 
will  uf  my  father,  I  had  returned  to  Damascus  without  acquainting  them,  and  they 
left  Cairo  in  the  hopes  of  meeting  roe  tlicre,  where  I  could  join  ihem  aJid  cctura 
borne. 

"1  remained  at  Cairo  after  their  departure,  and  lived  there  three  years  to  nratify 
my  curiosity  in  examining  the  wonders  of  KgypL  During  that  time  I  took  cue 
to  send  ray  rent  to  tltc  jeweller,  always  dcsini^  him  to  keep  my  bouse  for  ma«as 
It  was  my  intention  lo  return  to  DanuKus,  and  reside  there  mr  Mint  y«aa.   I 
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Ad  Dot  nMet  with  any  adventure  at  Cairo  worthy  of  being  reUied,  but  you  will 
be  much  surprised  to  hear  what  befell  me  on  my  return  to  Damascus. 

**\\*hea  1  arrived  in  this  city,  1  tltsmountcd  at  the  jeweller's,  who  received  me 
laith  jo>~,  and  would  accompany  me  to  my  house,  to  show  me  that  no  one  had 
hern  tn  it  during  my  absence.  In  &cl,  the  M:at  was  still  entire  on  the  luck.  1 
cmcred,  and  found  cveryliitng  in  the  state  I  lutd  left  it. 

•  Id  flcaniriK  and  iwteuing  the  room  where  I  had  r^aled  the  two  ladies,  one 
t/f  ::s  found  .» ;jold  necUacc  in  the  form  of  achain,  in  which,  from  !.pace 

li  c  ten  pearls  very  large  and  perfect.     He  brought  it  me,  and  I  knew 

rt  -.o  wr  iii-ti  which  I  had  seen  on  the  neck  of  ihe  young  lady  who  was  poisoned. 
I  wppo&cd  that  it  had  got  loose,  and  had  fallen  without  my  perceiving  it.  I  could 
M  lo^  at  it  without  shedding  tears,  as  it  brouKht  to  my  recollection  the  amiable 
outnrc  whom  I  tud  ieen  expire  in  such  a  cruel  manner.  I  nrapped  it  up  and 
pw  n  cArefuUy  in  my  bosom. 

'  I  parsed  some  days  in  recovering  from  the  fatigue  of  my  journey,  after  which 

I  bcpn  to  \nsit  those  with  whom  1  had  been  formerly  acquamted.   1  gave  m>'sclf 

^toaH  lands  of  plca.sutc,  and  insen^bly  spent  all  my  money.   Reduced  totliis 

<Utkm,  tnstcad  of  sdhng  my  goods,  1  resolved  to  dispose  of  the  necklace ;  but 

Ins  w  httlc  acquainted  nith  the  value  of  pearls,  that  1  had  bul  bad  success,  as 

IDBwiQ  bear. 

*I  went  to  the  be/estein,  where  I  called  aside  one  of  the  criers^  and  showing 

teihe  necklace,  told  him  I  wished  to  ^cll  it,  and  begged  him  to  show  it  to  the 

-  ■,(  :ia]  jewellers.   The  crier  was  surprised  at  seeing  such  an  elegant  ornament, 

■  .  Aiiai  a  beautiful  thing  !'  cried  he,  after  having  admired  it  for  some  time. 

'ov  merchants  have  never  seen  anything  so  rich  and  costly.    1  shall  give  them 

plnnre,  and  you  need  not  doubt  their  setting  a  high  price  on  it,  and  bid- 

.  ag^UDSt  ooe  another.'     He  led  me  into  a  shop,  which  1  found  to  be  that  of 

ife  owner  of  my  house.    *  Wait  for  me  here,'  said  the  cner, '  J  shall  soon  return 

»*d  bring  you  an  answer.' 

"Whilsi  be  with  gTe.it  secresy  was  going  about  to  the  different  merchants,  to 

4w  tbe  necklace,  I  seated  myself  near  the  jeweller,  who  was  very  glad  to  see 

^uid  we  entered  into  conversation  together  on  various  subjects.    The  crier 

jnned,  and  taking  me  aside,  instead  of  telling  me  that  the  necklace  was  es- 

worth  two  thous.V)d  schcrifs  at  the  least,  he  assured  me  that  no  one  would 

me  more  than  fifty.    '  Thcj'  icll  me,'  added  he, '  that  the  pearls  arc  false : 

le  whether  you  will  let  it  go  at  that  price.'    As  I  bdicved  wliat  he  said, 

in  wart  r.f  money,  *  Go,'  said  I ;  *  I  depend  on  what  you  sa^,  and  those 

*k>  nv  beti'  .ted  with  these  nutters  than  I  am.     Deliver  U,  and  bni^ 

■etemont: 

'Tie  cricT  \^^L  IK  l.ii:i.  been  sent  to  offer  me  fifty  schertfs  by  one  of  the  richest 
^WQcrs  m  the  bczcstcin,  who  had  only  mentioned  this  price  lo  siiund  me,  and 
••tiT  1  knew  the  worth  of  what  I  wanted  to  sell.  No  sooner,  therefore,  was  he 
mdi  ocqiulntcd  with  my  answer  than  he  took  the  cricx  \nth  him  to  an  officer  of 
\le yfee,  tn     '  ■  :  the  necklace,  he  said,  '.Sir,  this  Is  a  nccklarc  that 

^•bBm  «:.  I'ld  the  thief,  disguised  as  a  merchant,  has  had  the 

<macery  to  ui.n  .t  \.-i  N.Lir,  and  is  now  actually  in  the  bciestcin.  He  is  content 
VfKtn'c  fifty  scbcrifs  for  jewels  than  are  worth  two  thousand  :  nothing  can  be 
« iiroecer  proof  of  hi-i  bang  a  thief.' 

"Tlw  oficer  of  the  police  sent  immediatelv  to  arrest  me,  and  when  I  appeared 
befim:  him,  ho  asked  me  if  the  necklace  he  had  in  his  h;uid  was  not  that  which 
I  im  oAcnd  for  sale  in  die  bezestcin.  I  replied  in  the  aflirmative.  *  And  is  it 
BBt,*  CoMiaoed  he, '  that  you  would  dispose  of  it  for  tifty  scherifs  r '  I  confessed 
«  «*«■  *  Well,  (hen,'  4.iid  he,  in  a  sneering  tone,  *let  him  have  the  b-istinado; 
hr  will  toon  lell  «s,  in  his  fine  merchant's  dress,  that  he  is  nothing  better  than  a 
•nk  tUef.    Let  him  be  beaten  tjQ  be  owns  iu'   The  violence  of  the  blows  made 
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me  tell  a  l:c :  I  confessed,  contrar}'  to  truths  that  I  had  stolen  ibe  neckUce,  and 
imnicdiaiely  the  otuccr  of  police  ordered  my  tuind  to  be  cut  otT. 

"  This  occasioned  a  grcit  noise  in  the  be^eslein,  and  1  nas  scarcely  ftnnwd 
to  my  house  when  the  owner  of  it  c:inie  to  mc.  *  M>  son,'  said  he,  'you  sccn'-E> 
be  a  young  man  so  prudent  and  well  etlucited,  how  is  it  possible  tliat  vou  shodd 
have  commiited  an  action  so  unworthy  of  youwdf  as  that  which  '  ■■  ■•■j.: 
heard  related  ?    You  told  me  the  amount  of  your  property,  and  I  dtn  u 

what  you  said     Why  did  no:  you  ask  me  for  money?     I  wotilil  '■  .■<: 

lent  you  some,  but  after  what  has  passed  I  cinnol  allow  you  to  rrm.u  cr 

in  ray  house:  resolve  what  you  vmU  do,  for  you  must  seek  ap":!..  ■ 
was  extremely  mortitied  at  these  words,  and  entreated  the  je^^ 
my  eyes,  to  suffer  rne  lo  stay  in  his  house  three  days  longer,  v  i 

^  •  Alas,'  cried  I,  *  what  a  misfortune !     What  an  affront :     How  ^ 
to  return  to  Moussoul  ?     All  (hat  1  can  say  to  my  father  will  never  \ 
that  I  am  innocent.'    Three  days   after  this  occklent  befell  me,  1  ■ 
utmost  astonishnteni,  a  number  of  the  attendants  of  the  police  uffi' 
my  house,  attended  by  my  landlord    and  the  merchant  ulio  had  Uv 
me  of  having  stolen  the  necklace  from  him.     I  asked  them  what  the . 
instead  of  replying,  ihey  bound  me  with  cords,and  poured  fonh  the  . 
lajiKua^c,  telling  mc  that  the   necklace  belonged  to  the  governor  »' 
who  had  lost  it  about  three  years  before,  ana  that  at  the  same  lime  cue  cl  T-u 
dauf;htcr»  had  disappeared.    Judge  of  the  state  I  was  in  at  this  inieUigencc  I. 
however,  determined  hovi'  to  act.   *  J  will  tell  the  truth,'  thought  1 ;  '  the  KOTcnwf 
shall  decide  whether  he  wilt  pardon  mc  or  commit  me  for  execution.' 

"When  I  was  conducted  before  him,  1  obser\cd  that  he  locked  on  me  nilli 
an  eye  of  compassion,  which  I  conceived  to  be  a  favourable  omen.  He  ordocd 
rae  to  be  unbound,  and  then  addressing  the  merchant  who  w.is  m)  accuser  aa<J 
the  Lindloid  of  my  house, '  Is  that,*  said  be  to  them, '  the  young  man  vbo  ofiered 
for  sale  the  pearl  necklace?'  They  immediately  answered  that  1  »Ti»,  wbcfi  br 
added,'  I  am  convinced  that  he  did  not  steal  the  ncckbcc,  and  1  am  vcrymncfc 
surprised  that  such  injustice  should  have  been  practised  on  him.'  Enconra^^ 
by  this  speech,  *  My  lord,'  I  cried,  *  I  swear  to  vou  that  I  am  innocent  I  am  po- 
suaded  aJso  that  the  necklace  did  not  ever  belong  to  my  accuser,  whom  I  never 
saw  before,  and  whose  horrible  perfidy  Is  the  cause  of  the  disagreeable  trcatmcni 
I  ha\e  met  with.  It  is  true  that  I  confessed  the  theft,  but  1  made  this  avowal 
against  my  conscience,  urged  by  the  torments  I  was  made  to  suffer,  and  ioc  a 
Tcaxon  which  I  am  ready  to  relaic,  if  you  will  have  the  goodncsi  to  Ustcn  to  mc* 
'  I  know  enough  already.'  replied  tbc  governor, '  to  be  able  to  render  y  wa  immt- 
diatcly  pan  of  the  justice  which  is  your  due.  Let  the  false  accuser  be  taken  frm 
hence,'  continued  he, '  and  let  him  undergo  the  same  punishment  which  he  caued 
lo  be  inflicted  on  this  young  man,  whose  innocence  is  well  known  to  n«,' 

"  The  order  of  tlic  Kovcrnor  was  instantly  put  in  execution.  The  tncfdunt 
was  led  out  and  punished  as  he  descr^-ed.  After  which,  the  goveraof  hating  d«- 
sired  all  who  were  present  to  withdraw,  thus  addressed  me :  '  My  son,  relue  lo 
me  without  fear  in  what  manner  this  necklace  fell  into  your  hands,  and  dtssubc 
nothing  from  me/  I  then  discovered  to  him  all  that  had  happened,  and  o««cd 
that  I  preferred  pawing  for  a  thief  to  re\-caling  this  tragical  advxnture.  '  Cical 
God  !  *  exclaimed  the  governor,  as  soon  as  I  had  done  speaking, '  Thy  judgmcsts 
are  incomprehensible,  and  wc  must  submit  without  murmuring:  1  rccci>c  with 
submission  the  blow  which  Thou  hast  been  pleased  to  strike.'  Then  addrcssiiic 
himself  tome,'  My  son,' added  he, 'having  heard  the  account  of  >oui  niiUbrtcac, 
for  which  I  am  extremely  sorr)-,  I  will  now  relate  mine.  Know,  then,  thai  I  ara 
the  father  of  the  two  ladies  of  whom  you  ha\-e  been  speaking. 

" '  The  first  lady,  who  had  the  effrontery  to  seek  you,  even  in  yona  own  boaie» 
was  the  eldest  of  all  my  daughters     I  h.id  married  her  at  Cairo,  to  ber  '^^^ffl*. 
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I90S  of  my  brother.  Ilcr  husband  died,  and  she  returned  here,  corrupted  by 
iikI  vices,  which  she  had  Icamt  in  Kp^-pt.  Before  her  arrival,  the  youngest. 
At»  died  in  so  deplorable  a  m.inncr  in  your  ann3,  was  vcn'  prudent,  and  had 
■OW  fiven  me  any  reason  lo  complain  of  her  morals.  Her  eldest  sister  formed 
a  ntf  close  firiendship  with  her.  ana  by  insensible  dqirees  rendered  her  as  wicked 
iiberw]C 

"'The  day  following  th.it  on  which  the  voungest  died,  as  I  did  not  see  her  when 
ludovn  to  table,  I  inquired  for  her  of  tne  eldest,  who  had  returned  home;  biit 
1  of  making  any  rcplv,  she  began  lo  weep  so  bitterly,  that  1  conceived  an 
I  pressed  her  to  inform  me  of  what  I  wished  to  know, 
replied  she,  sobbinp,  '  I  can  tell  you  nothing  more  than  that  my 
IV  put  un  her  Iktsi  dress,  and  her  beautiful  pearl  necklace,  and  went 
'  <-  has  not  appeared.'    1  had  mv  daughter  searched  for  over  the 
itm'  1  no  tidings  uf  her  unhappy  fate    In  the  meantime  my  eldest 

_  Sl«t,  «i.u  111  iliiubt  liegan  lo  repent  of  her  jealous  fit.  did  not  cease  weening 
■d  brvadin^  the  death  of  her  sister:  she  even  depri\ed  herself  of  all  kinds  of 
vnr.L^R^ot,  .md  by  thai  mcins  put  a  period  to  her  existence. 

'.  alas ' '  fontmucd  the  governor,  '  is  the  condition  of  man.  These  are 
lo  which  he  IS  exposed.  Uut.  my  son,  as  we  arc  both  ctiually  unfortunate, 
tBf  QQttc  our  sorrows  and  nc%'cr  abandon  each  other,  I  will  bestow  my  third 
■on  yiM  m  mamaec :  she  is  younger  than  her  sisters,  and  docs  not  at  all 
MKieMe  ihcin  in  her  conduct.  She  is  even  more  beautiful  than  they  were,  and 
/doassure  you  that  ?.he  is  of  a  disposition  to  make  you  happy.  My  house  shall 
bt  nv  botne,  and  after  my  death  you  and  she  will  be  niy  only  heirs.'  *  My  lord.' 
nia  I,  *  I  am  quite  confused  by  your  kindness,  and  shall  never  be  able  to  testify 
■7  tratitBiic.'    '  iinougti.*  interrupted  he,  *  let  us  not  wa^te  time  in  useless  con- 


ver>.iuotu'   S  jying  ihis,  he  had  some  witnesses  colled,  and  I  nurried  his  daugfater 
withaut  any  further  ceremoiiv. 

"  He  was  not  satisfied  witn  punisliing  the  merchant  who  had  fidbcly  accused 
mc,  he  also  confiscated  all  his  property,  which  was  very  considerable,  to  my  oat. 
In  short,  as  you  come  now  from  tne  governor,  you  may  have  obscrxed  in  what 
high  estimation  he  holds  me.  1  must  add,  too,  that  a  man,  who  w;is  sent  expresslj 
by  my  uncles  to  seek  me  in  Egypt,  having  discovered,  in  passing  through  l" 
city,  that  I  resided  here,  j-esterday  gave  me  letters  from  them,  lihey  Infona 
of  the  death  of  my  lather,  and  invite  me  to  go  to  Moussoul  to  take  poucsskm ' 
his  inheritance;  but  as  my  alliance  and  friendship  wiih  the  governor  attach 
U>  him,  and  do  not  suffer  me  to  think  of  quitting  him,  I  have  sent  back  the  < 
empowering  my  uncles  legally  to  transfer  all  that  belongs  to  mc.  After  what 
have  heard,  1  trust  you  will  panlon  me  the  incivility  I  have  been  guilty  of  dn 
my  illness,  of  presenting  you  mjf  left  hand  instead  of  my  right" 

This  (said  the  JcMi^h  physician  to  the  Sultan  of  Casgarj,  is  what  the 
roan  of  Sloussoul  related  to  me.    I  remained  at  Damascus  as  long  as  the  i 
lived ;  after  his  death,  as  I  was  in  the  prime  of  my  life,  I  had  the  curiosity  to  tn\ 
1  traver^cfl  all  Persia,  and  went  into  India ;  at  last  I  cune  to  establish  m>-Klf  i 
your  capiul,  where  I  exercise,  with  credit  to  myself,  the  prolesisian  ctf  phy; 

The  Sultan  of  Casgar  thought  this  story  entertaining.    **  I  confiess,"  %aid  he 
the  Jew,  ■*  what  thou  hast  been  relating  is  extraordinary;  but  to  sp'-  v, 

the  story  of  the  hunchback  is  still  more  so,  and  much  more  comical  .>t 

llalter  thyself  with  the  hai^e  of  being  reprieved  any  more  than  the  others ;  I  UiaU 
have  you  all  four  hanged,"  "  A  moment's  grace,  sire !  "  cried  the  tailor,  advancini 
nnd  prostrating  himself  at  the  feet  of  the  sultan :  "  since  your  majesty  hkc«  plea- 
sant storici,  that  which  I  shall  tell  you  will  not,  I  think,  displease  you."  "  I  will 
listen  to  thee  also."  replied  the  sultan,  "but  do  not  entertain  any  hopes  that  I 
shall  suffer  thee  to  live,  unless  thou  canst  recount  some  adventure  more  di\'ertiag 
than  that  of  the  hunchback."  The  tailor,  thei^  as  if  he  had  been  sure  of  hii 
business,  boldly  began  his  recital  in  these  words. 

THE   STORV  TOLU   BY  THE  TAILOR. 

TRADESMAN, sire,  of  thi»  city  did  me  ilie  honour  two  days  since 
'     of  inviting  me  to  an  entertainment  which  he  ga%-e  yesterda)- 

rooratog  to  his  friends;  t  repaired  to  his  house  at  an  early  houf, 

and  found  about  twenty  people  assembled. 
We  were  waiting  lor  the  master  of  the  house,  who  was  gooe  ogt 

on  some  sudden  business,  when  we  Siiw  him  arrive,  sccompanied 

b>-  a  young  stranger,  vcn-  neatly  dressed,  and  of  a  good  fifore. 
but  laroc.     We  all  rose,  and  to  do  honour  to  the  master  uf  the  house,  we  ' 
llic  younij  man  to  sit  with  us  on  the  sofa.     He  was  just  going  to  sit  down,  Wl 
y  a  barber,  who  was  one  of  the  company,  he  abruptly  Mepped  bn< ' 

V'  away.     The  master  of  the  house,  surprised  at  this  stof 

*■  %\ii(;ii  are  you  going?"  said  he;  "I  bring  you  nerc  to  do  mc  the 
being  present  at  an  entertainment  I  am  gomg  to  give  my  friends,  and  you 
scarcclv  entered  before  you  want  to  go  away  I  "     "In  the  name  of  Had,  ur." 
plied  the  stranger,  "  I  entreat  you  not  to  detain  mc.  but  suffer  mc  to  dcpurt 

cannot  behold  without  horror  that  abominable  barber  wlv  '    -  ■  ■' 

though  he  is  bom  in  a  country'  where  the  complexion  of  Hi 
he  be.irs  the  colour  of  an  Ethiopian;  but  liis  mtnd  is  of  a  >:,..  ,.<.,-..  ...;.. 
horrible  dye  than  his  visage." 
Vr'e  were  all  vtxy  much  surprised  at  this  speech,  and  b^un  to  conceiix  a 
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Vud  oiMmoa  oT  the  barber,  without  knowing  whether  the  young  stranger  had  anjr 
juit  rra^un  for  speaking  of  him  in  <;uch  terms.  We  even  went  so  far  as  to  declare 
fllhai  we  would  not  (ufier  at  our  table  a  man  of  whom  we  had  hciid  so  shocking 
^  chancier.  The  master  of  the  house  begged  the  stranger  to  acquaint  us  with 
■afaeoconion  of  his  hatred  to  the  barber.  "Gentlemen,"  said  the  young  man, 
■^  jroa  must  know  that  this  barber  was  the  cause  of  my  being  lame,  and  also  of  the 
^most  cruel  atfair  whicli  befell  me  that  you  can  possibly  concci^'e.    For  this  reason 

1  have  made  a  vow  to  quit  instantly  any  place  where  he  may  be,  and  ei'en  not  U> 
-veside  bi  any  town  where  he  lives.  For  this  reason  I  left  Bagdad,  where  he  wis, 
^uA  undertook  so  long  a  joumc)-  to  come  and  settle  myself  in  this  city,  where, 
"fcctng  in  the  centre  of  Great  Tariary,  1  flattered  mj-self  I  should  be  secure  of 
9iKtvt  bcfaolding  him  again.  However,  contrar>'  to  my  hopes  and  expectations,  I 
itfnd  hhn  here;  this  obliges  me,  gentlemen,  to  deprive  myself  of  the  honour  of 
«artaking  of  your  feast.     1  wUl  this  day  Ic^vc  \x>vx  city,  and  go  to  hide  myself,  if 

5  can,  in  some  plate  where  he  can  never  agam  ort'end  my  sight"    In  saying  this, '' 
.Sw  was  going  to  lc>ive  us,  but  the  master  uf  the  house  still  detained  him,  amf 
'^Entreated  him  to  n.-late  to  us  the  cause  of  the  a\-crston  he  had  against  the  barber, 
■^■b?  all  this  time  kept  hi*  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground  and  was  silent.     We  joined 
^oar  entreaties  to  those  of  the  master  of  the  house,  and  at  last  the  young  man» 

yielding  lo  our  wishes,  seated  himself  on  the  sofa,  and  began  his  history  in  these 

^MOiil%  naving  fa*\  turned  his  back  towards  the  barber,  lest  he  should  see  him  r 

*  My  father,  who  lived  in  Bagdad,  was  of  a  rank  to  aspire  to  the  highest  office* 
'  saic,  boT  be  preferred  leading  a  quiet  and  tranquil  life  to  all  the  honours  he 

111  deserve.     1  was  his  only  child,  and  when  he  died  1  had  completed  my 
ition,  and  was  of  an  age  to  dispose  of  the  large  posscs^sions  he  had  bequeathed 
1  did  not  dissipate  them  in  foUy,  but  made  such  use  of  them  ai>  procured 
-■  (be  cttecm  of  ever^  one. 

*  I  had  not  )-ct  felt  any  tender  passion,  and  far  from  being  at  all  sensible  to 
bit,  1  will  corucss,  perhaps  to  my  shame,  that  I  carefully  avoided  the  society  of 
wcoKfi.  One  day,  as  I  was  walking  in  a  street,  I  saw  a  great  number  of  Udics 
cxniag  tmrards  mc  ;  in  order  to  avoid  them,  I  turned  into  a  little  street  that  was 
Wtre  me,  and  sat  down  on  a  bench  that  was  placed  near  a  door.  I  was  opposite 
tttwhidow  where  there  was  a  number  of  very  fine  flowers,  and  my  e>'es  were 
Swd  on  Uiem.  when  the  window  opened,  ana  a  lady  appeared,  whose  beauty 
dlolH  '■'■-  "--be  cast  her  eyes  on  me,  and  w-ttering  the  flowers  with  a  hand 
4itrt  <  ister,  she  looked  at  me  with  a  smile,  which  in-tpjred  me  with  as 
indi  __  .  ! .  ,  _r  i\s  I  had  hitherto  felt  aversion  towards  the  rest  of  her  sex.  After 
taring  watered  her  flowers  and  bestowed  on  me  another  took  full  of  charmsr 
*llkh  completed  the  conquest  of  my  heart,  she  shut  the  window,  and  left  me  in 
*  Hate  of  pain  and  uncertainty  which  1  cannot  describe. 

"I  should  ha>-e  remained  thus  a  considerable  time,  had  not  the  noise  I  heard 
tt^R  ttreet  brought  me  to  my  senses  again.  I  turned  my  head  as  I  got  up,  and 
W  (hai  h  was  one  of  the  fir^t  cadis  of  the  cit>',  mounted  on  a  mule.and  accom- 
fitied  by  five  or  six  of  bis  people :  he  alighted  at  the  door  of  the  house  wherfr^ 
^  young  Udv  had  opened  the  window,  and  went  in,  which  made  me  sup[ 
W  rti  her  father. 

'I  n^umcd  home  in  a  stole  very  different  from  that  in  which  1  had  left  it ; 
^ilued  by  a  passion  so  much  the  more  violent  from  its  being  the  first  attack, 
'•tat  to  bed  with  a  raging  fever,  which  caused  great  affliction  in  my  household. 
I^yrtfattons,  who  to\-ed  me,  alarmed  by  my  sudden  mdiiposititm.  fame  quickly 
OXEeme.and  importuned  me  to  acquaintlhemnith  the  cause,  but  1  was  very  care- 
fcl  to  keep  it  secret.  My  silence  mcrcased  their  alarms,  nor  could  the  physicians 
^NtMe  ibesr  fears  for  my  safety,  because  they  knew  nothing  of  my  disease, 
•iiCi  was  only  increased  bv  the  medicines  thej'  administered. 

*  Hjr  reboionft  be^ui  to  despair  of  my  life,  when  an  old  lady  of  their  acquaint- 
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ance,  bcint;  informed  of  my  iUne&s,  arrived ;  she  considered  me  with  x  great 
of  attcntiuti,  and  after  she  had  thoroughly  examined  me,  she  discovered,  I  ' 
not  by  what  loken.  the  cause  of  my  disorder.     She  look  ihem  aside,  and 
them  to  Ic-ivc  her  .ilonc  with  mc,  and  to  order  my  people  to  retire. 

"  The  room  being  cleared,  she  sealed  herself  near  my  pillow.    '  My  son,' 
she, 'yoj  have  hitherto  persisted  iit  concealing  the  cause  of  your  illness  :  nor' 
I  require  you  to  confess  it :  I  have  surKcicnt  experience  to  penetrate  intu  tliii 
secret, and  I  am  sure  you  will  not  disown  what  I  .im  going  to  declare.     It  is  ' 
which  occuions  your  indisposition.     I  can  probably  assist  youi  cure,  proii 
you  will  tell  me  who  is  the  happy  lady  that  has  been  able  to  wound  a  hi 
insensible  as  yours  ;  for  you  have  the  reputation  of  not  liking  the  ladic*,  ar 
have  not  been  the  last  to  perceive  it ;  ho»c\-cr,  what  I  foresaw  is  at  lost  cut 
pass,  and  I  shall  be  delighted  if  1  can  be  of  any  service  in  releasing  you 
your  paiiL* 

"  The  old  lady,  hanng  tinishcd  this  speech,  waited  to  hear  ray  answer  : 
although  it  had  made  a  strong  impression  on  me,  I  did  not  dare  open  my  he 
to  her.     I  only  turned  towards  her  and  uttered  a  deep  sigh,  without  Siiyii 
word.     '  Is  it  shame,'  continued  she,  *  that  prevents  you  from  speaking,  or 
want  of  confidence  in  my  power  to  relieve  you?    Can  you  doubt  the  etTects 
my  promise  ?    t  could  mention  to  you  an  infinite  number  of  y^oung  people  ofj 
acquaintance  who  have  endured  ilie  same  pain  that  you  do.and  for  whom  I 
obtained  consolation.' 

**  In  short,  the  good  lady  said  so  many  things  to  me,  that  at  length  I 
silence,  and  declared  to  her  the  cause  of  my  pain.    lacquainted  heruith  the  pi 
where  1  had  seen  the  object  that  had  given  birth  to  it.  and  related  all  the  circ 
stances  of  the  adventure.     '  Jf  you  succeed^'  continued  I,  'and  procure  me  the 
happiness  of  seeing  this  enchanting  beauty,  and  of  expressing  to  her  the  passioo 
with  which  I  bum,  you  may  rely  on  my  gratitude.'  '  My  son,'  replte<I  the  old  Udy, 
1  know  the  person  you  mention  ;  she  is,  as  you  justly  suppose,  the  daughter  of 
prindpa]  cadi  in  this  city.     I  am  not  surprised  that  you  should  love  her  ;  si 
the  most  beautiful  as  well  as  the  most  .imiublc  lady  in  Bagdad  ;  but  what  grit 
me  is,  she  is  stxy  liaughty  and  difficult  of  access.     You  know  that  many  of  i 
officers  of  justice  are  very  exact  in  making  women  observe  the  harsh  laws  wh 
subject  them  to  so  irksome  a  restraint ;  they  are  still  more  strict  m  their  own 
families,  and  the  cadi  you  saw  is  himself  alone  more  rigid  on  this  point  than  all  the 
others  put  together.    As  they  are  continually  preaching  to  their  daughters  the 
enormity  of  the  crime  of  showing   themselves  to  men,  the  poor  things  are  M 
general  so  cautious  of  being  guilty  of  it,  that  when  necessity  obliges  them  to 
in  the  streets,  ihcy  inakc  nu  use  of  their  eyes  but  to  guide  them  on  their 
I  do  not  say  that  (his  is  absolutely  the  case  with  the  daughter  of  the  pnitri| 
cadi, yet  I  am  much  afraid  of  having  as  great  obstacles  to  overcome  on  her  side  ai 
on  her  father's.    Would  to  Heaven  you  Im-ed  any  other  lady !  I  should  not 
so  many  difficulties  as  I  foresee  to  surmount.     I  will  ne%'erthc1ess  employ 
address,  but  it  will  require  time  to  succeed.    At  any  rate,  take  courage,  oiid 
confidence  tn  mc' 

"  The  old  lady  left  me,  and  as  I  reflected  with  anxtet)-  on  all  the  obatacla 
had  represented  to  mc,  the  fear  that  she  would  not  succeed  poueued  nw, 
increased  my  disease.     .She  returned  the  following  day,  and  Isoon  rt»d  In! 
countenance  that  she  had  no  favourable  intelligence  to  iinnouncc.    She  said,' 
son,  I  was  not  mistaken  ;  I  have  more  to  siirmount  than  merely  the  vigilan 
a  father  :  you  love  an  insensible  object,  who  delights  in  letting  those  burn    , 
unrequited  passion  who  sutfcr  thetnselvei  to  be  charmed  with  her  beauty  ; 
will  not  allow  them  the  least  relief.    She  listened  to  mc  with  pleasure  whi 
talked  to  her  only  of  the  pain  she  made  you  suffer,  but  no  sooner  did  I  oi 
mouth  to  persuade  her  to  allow  you  an  interview,  than  she  cmst  an  «Ofrr  j 
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at,aad  s^d,  *  You  are  i-ery  insolent  to  attempt  to  make  such  a  proposition ;  and 
\  duire  jrou  will  De\-er  see  me  more,  if  it  be  only  to  hold  such  conversations  as 

*"Bitt  let  not  that  afflict  you,'  continued  the  old  Lidy ;  '  1  am  not  easily  dis- 
cooEigcd,  and  provided  you  do  not  lose  your  patience,  1  hope  at  last  to  accom- 
p&ibiny  design.'  Not  to  protract  my  narralion,"  said  the  young  man,  "J  will  only 
»;  thit  this  good  mesMmger  made  several  fruitless  attempts  in  mv  favour  with 
AehsB^tv  enemy  of  niv  peace.  The  vexation  I  endured  incrcasctf  my  disorder 
iBiDdl  a  oegrce,  that  i/ic  physicians  gave  me  over.  1  was  therefore  considered 
«>Ran  who  was  at  the  point  of  death,  when  the  old  lady  came  to  give  me  new 
life. 

"That  no  one  might  hear  her,  she  whispered  in  my  car,  *  Think  of  the  oresent 
JDo  «iQ  make  me  for  ihe  good  news  I  brin;'  you.'  These  wonls  prodiiceda  won- 
oirtul  effect ;  I  raised  myself  in  my  bed, and  replied  with  transport,*  The  present 
wD  not  be  deficient ;  what  have  you  to  icll  me  r '  '  My  dear  sir,'  resumed  she, 
'}«  will  not  die  litis  time,  and  1  shall  soon  h.ive  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  in 
Prtn  health,  and  well  satisfied  with  me.  Yesterday  Iwiing  Monday,  1  went  to 
IkladyytHi  are  in  love  with,  and  found  her  in  very  goou  humour;  I  at  first 
pu  m  a  mournful  countenance,  uttered  an  abundance  of  sighs,  and  shed  some 
iwi  *  My  good  mother,'  said  she, '  what  is  the  matter  ?  U*hj  are  you  in  such 
iftoJOO?*  'ALu  \  my  dear  and  honourable  lady,'  replied  I, '  I  am  just  come 
hnt  tbt  yonns  gendcman  I  spoke  to  you  of  the  other  day  ;  it  is  all  over  with 
Urn :  he  is  at  the  point  of  death,  and  all  for  love  of  you :  it  is  a  great  pity,  I  assure 
7Bl^a»ll  you  are  vcr)-  cruel'  '  I  do  not  know,'  said  she,  'n-hy  you  should  accuse 
•ecf  bang  the  cause  of  his  death  :  how  can  I  have  contributed  to  his  Ulness?' 
I  -Hw?'  replied  I,  *did  I  not  tell  you  that  he  seated  himself  btfore  your  window 
JnUyou  opened  it  to  water  your  flowers  ?  He  beheld  this  prodi);y  of  beauty— 
ihw  charms  which  your  mirror  reflects  every  day  ;  and  from  that  moment  he 
lus  bnguisbcd  for  you,  and  his  disease  is  so  augmented,  that  he  is  now  reduced 
ID  da  pitiable  state  I  have  had  the  honour  of  describing  to  you.  Vou  may  re- 
■mbR,  madam,'  continued  I, '  how  rigorously  you  treated  mc  lately  when  1 
Mlntns  to  tell  >-ou  of  his  illness,  and  propose  to  you  a  method  of  relieving  him 
in  «t  aangerous  condition  :  1  returned  to  him  after  [  left  you,  and  he  no  sooner 
PCmivtd  from  my  countenance  that  1  did  not  bring  a  favourable  account,  than 
bstilady  redoubled  its  violence.  From  that  lime,  madam,  he  has  been  in  the 
Btw  iflwmmcnt  danger  of  death,  and  I  do  not  know  whether  you  could  now  save 
bfifetwn  if  you  were  inclined  to  take  pity  on  him.' 

"'Tlitt  was  what  I  said  10  her,'  added  the  old  lady.     'The  fear  of  your  death 

g%liiiii  il  her,  and  I  saw  her  face  change  colour.    *  Is  what  vou  sav  to  mc  quite 

*■?'  simS  ^, '  and  does  his  illness  proceed  only  from  his  love  of  me  ?  *    *  Ah. 

■■dun/ replied  t,  'it  is  but  too  tnie  :  would  to  Heaven  it  were  fali^c  \*    'And 

4>  wu  really  think,"  resumed  ^he,  'that   the  hope  of  seeing  and  speaking  to  mc 

«>Bld  coninbuie  to  diminish  the  peril  of  his  situation?'  '  li  veiy- likely  may,' said 

l:*Ukdif  you  desire  me,  1  will  tr>- this  remedy.'     'Well,  then,' replied  shc.sigh- 

iar. 'Id  him  hope  that  he  may  see  me,  but  he  must  not  expect  any  other  favours. 

west  he  aspires  to  marr>-  mc,  and  my  father  give*  his  consent.*     '  Madam,' 

nU  If  *  yoQ  arc  vcrv-  good.     I  will  go  directly  to  this  young  gentleman,  and  an* 

■minee  to  him  that  he  will  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  and  conversing  with  you.' 

*  J  4*  DM  know.'  said  she. '  that  1  can  fix  a  more  convenient  time  to  do  him  this 

fciour  thtn  on  Friday  next  during  the  midday  prayer.     Let  him  observe  when 

Bw^her  (oes  out  to'atiend  at  the  mosque,  ;ind  then  let  him  come  immediately 

bdore  ihts  house,  if  he  is  well  enough  to  go  abroad.    I  shall  sec  him  arrive  from 

sjr  «rtado«,af)d  will  come  down  to  let  him  in.    We  will  converse  together  while 

{KBjrcn  last,  and  bo  can  retire  before  my  father  returns.' 

*  •  This  is  Toetday/  continued  the  old  lady  : '  between  this  and  Friday  you  wUI 
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be  sulficientiy  recovered  !o  sustain  this  inter\'iew,*   Whilst  the  good  lady 
Miking,  I  felt  my  disorder  diminish,  or  r.-ither  by  the  lime  she  concluded  her 
course,  1  found  myself  quite  recovered.  '  Take  this,'  said  I,  giving  her  my 
which  «-.i5  ouite  fiill.    '  fo  you  alone  1  owe  my  cure.    I  think  this  moncjr  __ 
emplovcd  than  all  I  have  j^vzn  to  the  physicians,  trho  have  done  nottiii^ 
lormeiit  me  during  my  illness.' 

"The  Lidy  having  left  me,  I  found  mj-self  sufficiently  strong  to  get  up. 
relations,  dcli^^hted  to  see  me  so  much  better,  congratulated  me  on  my 
and  took  their  leave. 

•*  Friday  morninjj  being  arrived,  the  old  lady  came  whilst  I  was  dressing, 
makiny  choice  of  the  handsomest  dres^  my  wardrobe  contained.     '  t  do  not. 
you,'  said  she,  *  how  you  find  yourself :  the  occupation  you  are  engaged  tn 
cienily  convinces  me  of  what  1  am  lo  think  ;  bui  will  not  vou  h.iaie  before ;, 
go  to  the  principal  cadi's : '    '  That  would  take  up  too  mucli  time,'  replied  I ; 
shall  content  myself  nith  sending  fur  a  barber  lo  shave  my  head  and  beard.'] 
then  ordered  one  of  my  slaves  to  seek  one  who  n-os  cxpcn  m  his  business^  u ' 
as  expeditious. 

'*  The  slave  brought  me  this  unlucky  barber,  who  is  here  pment.  After  faa% 
saluted  me,  he  said,*  Sir,  by  your  coxmtenance,  you  seem  to  be  unwell.'  1 
that  I  was  recovering  from  a  very  sc^'cre  illness.  '  I  wish  God  may  preserve 
from  all  kinds  of  evils,'  continued  he, 'and  mav  His  grace  accompany  you  cm 
where.'  *  I  hope  He  will  grant  ihis  wish.'  said  I, '  for  which  I  am  much  obi 
to  you,'  'As  you  are  now  recovering  from  illness," resumed  he,*  I  pray  God 
He  will  preserve  you  in  health.  .Now.  tell  me  what  is  your  pleasio^?  I  \ 
brought  my  razors  and  my  lancets.  Do  you  wish  me  to  sh-ive  or  to  bleed  you  ? 
*  Did  I  not  tell  you.'  returned  I,  *  that  I  am  rcco\xring  from  illness  r  You  may 
suppose,  then,  that  I  did  not  send  for  you  to  bleed  me.  Re  quick  and  shave  nc^ 
and  do  not  lose  lime  in  talking,  for  I  am  in  a  hurry,  and  have  an  appoiDOBeDt 
precisely  at  noon.' 

"The  barber  craploved  a  great  deal  of  time  in  undoing  his  apparamsand  pre^ 
paring  his  mors;  and  then,  instead  of  putting  water  into  his  basin,  he  drew  ooi 
of  his  case  an  astrolabe,  went  out  of  mr  room,  and  walked  into  the  middle  c/the 
court  witli  a  sedate  step  to  take  tlic  height  of  the  sun.  He  returned  with  the 
same  gravity,  and  on  entering  the-  chamber, '  You  will,  no  doubt,  be  glad  to  ICHnw 
sir,'  said  he, '  that  this  Friday  is  the  eighteenth  day  of  the  moon  of  Safar,  m  die 
year  six  hundred  and  fifty-three  (the  year  of  the  Hegira.an  epoch  fmm  which  al 
the  Mahometans  reckon)  since  the  rctre.it  of  our  great  prophet  from  Mecca,  to 
Medina,  .and  in  the  year  BC\-cn  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty  ut  the  epoch 
of  the  great  Iskandcr  with  the  two  horns  ;  and  that  the  conjunction  of  Mars 
Mercury  signifies  that  you  cannot  choose  a  better  time  than  the  present  day 
the  present  hour  to  be  shaved.  But  on  the  other  side,  this  conjunction 
bad  presage  for  you.     It  demonstrates  to  me  that  you  this  day  will  en( 

grrat  danger— not,  indeed,  of  losing  your  life,  but  of  an  inconvenience  wl   

remain  with  >'ou  all  your  days.    You  ought  to  be  obliged  to  me  for  advislac 
Id  be  careful'of  this  misfortune  ;  I  should  be  sorry  tlwt  it  befell  )'ou.* 

"Judge,  gentlemen,  of  my  vexation  in  having  fallen  in  the  ivayofthis  chatter^ 
ing  and  ridiculous  barber  !  What  a  mortifying  delay  for  a  lover,  who  was  pcfr 
paring  for  a  tender  meeting  with  hts  mistress!  I  was  quite  exasperated.  'I 
care  vcn,-  little,'  said  1,  angrily. '  cither  for  your  advice  or  your  predictions  t  I  iM 
not  send  for  you  to  consult  you  on  asirolog)-.  You  came  here  to  shave  me ; 
therefore,  either  perform  your  office,  or  take  yourself  away,  that  I  m^y  send  fisc 
another  barber.' 

"  *  Sir,'  replied  he,  in  a  tune  so  phlegmatic  that  I  could  scarcely  contain  tnjtdf^ 
'what  reason  have  you  lo  be  angr>-  ?  Do  not  you  know  that  all  barbers  are  boC 
like  me, and  that  you  would  not  tihd  another  such, even  if  yoa  bod  hiramadeiB 


T^  StOfy  told  by  the  Taihr. 
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>?    You  odIv  asked  for  a  turbcr,  and  in  mv  person  are  united  the  hcft 
Bafdad,  an  experienced  ph)-«idan,  a  profound  rhcmi^t,  a  nevcr-Ciitine 
r.  a  frnishcd  Erammarian,  a  perfect   rhetorician,  a  lubtlc  logician  ;  a 
itictan.  ihorou^^hly  acconiulitlied  iti  geometry,  arithmetic,  astrnnomy, 
hi  all  tSc  retincincnt)  of  algcurA  ;  an  historian  who  U  acauainted  with  tbe 
of  all  ihe  kingdoms  tn  Uw  unU-erse.    Bcftide*  thcM  taencct,  t  am  wdl 
in  atl  ilf  ii,.;i.;.  ,,f  niiiiosophy,  and  have  my  memory  well  »lorcd  »ith 
an  a«r  laori  and  ■.■^,     I  am  a  puet,  an  architect :  but  what  am  I 

HOC?  Tbere  isnii':  ■■mcealed  from  me.   V<Hir  late  I»onoiircil  father. 

to  wbom  1  pay  a  tnbuie  of  loan  evenr  time  I  think  of  bim,  wu  '■  ired 

of  my  menL     He  loved  me,  exmnta  me,  and  never  cca»ed  qu  i        i        'i  oU 
j'.iT— p"****  *■  the  Ant  man  in  the  whf4e  world.     My  fir-'^titude  and  tnemlshio  for 
Urn  attsdiea  me  to  you.  and  urj^  me  to  take  you  under  my  protrctinn,  and  m- 
aofC  you  from  all  the  misfortunes  with  which  the  planets  may  threaten  >uu/ 
••  Al  this  speech.  n"l«ti(iNtandmg  my  ani[er,  I  cuuld  not  help  laughing.   'When 


dk>  yoQ  mean  to 
iiiteiiil  to  bcvtn  ■ 

and  tkat  you  mav  b«  .■ 
Hcaad  Baktntati,  tht 


impertinent  clamefer,*  cried  I,  'and  when  do  yoa 

(1  do  me  .11.  '  ■  *  '''fi£  me  a  chatterer: 
.vs  on  me  t  tppcllalion  of  ^ilenu 

,.;ht  with  t.jiii'_-  riM^on  (u^e  termed  chanercn, 
>%  iih  ihcrn,  the  eldest  was  named  Bacbouc,  tba 

.Lmc,  the  fourth  AIcouii  the  fifdt  Atituc:hu«iai&, 
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ihe  sixth  Schacabac    These  were  indeed  most  tiresome  talkers^  boi  I,  who  tia 
the  youngest  ui  iJic  family,  am  Nxrj'  grave  and  concise  in  my  discourse^.' 

"  Vlat'i:  >i.>iir5clvc!>  m  my  situaUon,  gentlemen  ;  wbat  could  1  do  ttrith  w  crud 
a  tonncntor  ?  '  Give  him  three  pieces  of  ^'old,*  said  I  to  the  slave  who  overloolted 
the  cxi)cnsc!i  uf  my  liuu^, '  and  ^nd  hini  away,  tliat  I  may  be  ai  peace.  I  wQI 
not  be  shaved  to-dav.'  'Sir! 'cried  the  barber  at  bearing  tiiis, 'what  am  I  to 
understand,  ^ir,  by  the^e  words?  It  u-as  not  I  who  came  to  seek  you :  It  vai 
vou  who  ordered  me  to  come  ;  and  that  being  the  case,  I  swear  by  the  failh  of  a 
Slusdulman  that  I  will  not  quit  vour  house  till  I  have  shaved  you.  If  )^u  do  not 
know  niy  worth,  it  is  no  fault  of  mine  ;  your  late  honoured  f;ithcr  was  more  jutl 
10  my  merits.  Every  time  when  he  sent  for  me  to  bleed  him,  he  used  to  make 
me  sii  down  by  his  side,  and  then  it  was  delighiful  to  hear  the  clever  tliinn  I 
enteriamed  him  with.  1  kept  him  in  continual  admiration  ;  I  cachanted  him; 
and  v,\\en  I  had  done. '  Ah,'  he  would  exclaim, '  you  are  an  ijieKhaitsuble  fund  of 
science  ;  no  one  can  approach  the  profoundness  of  your  knowlettec.'  '  My  detf 
sir,'  1  used  to  reply,  'you  do  ine  more  honour  than  I  deserve,  if  I  say  a  good 
thing,  I  am  Indebted  to  you  for  the  favourable  hearing  you  are  so  good  as  to 
grant  mc  :  it  is  vour  liberality  that  inspires  me  with  those  sublime  ideas,  which 
have  the  good  fortune  to  meet  your  approbation.'  One  day,  when  he  was  ouite 
charmed  with  an  admirable  discourse  i  had  just  concluded,  *  Give  him,'  erica  he, 
*a  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  and  put  him  on  one  nf  my  richest  robes.*  I  recei^Td 
this  present  immedlvcly ;  and  at  the  same  instant  1  drew  out  his  horoscope, 
which  1  found  to  be  one  of  the  most  fortunate  in  the  world.  1  carried  the  proob 
of  my  graicFtilncss  still  further,  for  I  cupped  him  instead  of  bleeding  luni  with  a 
lanceL' 

"  He  did  not  stop  here ;  he  began  another  speech  which  lasted  a  full  balf-hooL 
Fatigued  «nih  hearing  him,  and  vexed  at  finding  the  time  pass  without  my  getting 
forward,  I  knew  not  what  more  to  say,  *  No.  indeed,'  al  length  I  e.>f  laimed, '  it  is 
not  possible  that  there  should  exist  in  the  whole  world  a  man  who  takes  a  greater 
delight  in  enraging  people.' 

"1  then  thought  I  might  succeed  better  by  gentle  means.  *  In  the  name  of 
God,'  I  said  to  him, '  leave  off  your  Hiw  speeches,  and  tinish  with  me  quickly  :  1 
have  an  affair  of  the  greatest  importance,  which  obliges  me  (o  go  out.  as  1  have 
already  lold  you.'  At  these  words  he  began  to  laugh.  '  It  would  be  very  pcaisc- 
worthy,'  said  he, '  if  our  minds  were  alw-ays  wise  and  prudent ;  however,  1 1 
willing  to  believe,  tliat  when  you  put  yourself  in  a  passion  witli  me,  it  wa 
late  illness  which  L>ccasioncd  this  change  in  your  temper ;  no  this  account, 
fore,  you  are  in  need  of  iome  instructions,  and  you  cannot  do  better  than 
the  example  of  your  father  and  your  grandfather  :  they  used  lo  come  and  o 
me  in  alt  their  affairs;  and  1  may  safely  say  without  vanity,  that  ihcy  were  aimn 
the  better  for  my  advice.  Let  mo  tell  you,  sir,  that  a  man  scarcely  ever  succeeos 
in  any  enterprise,  if  he  has  not  recourse  to  the  opinions  of  enli}{hlcncd  persaas : 
no  man  becomes  clever,  says  the  proverb,  unless  he  consults  a  clcv  cr  man.  1  an 
entirely  at  your  scr\icc,  and  you  have  only  to  command  mc.' 

"'Cannot   I  then  persuade  you,'  interrupted  I,  'to  desist  frc»n  these  loO( 


r  pcaiie- 

■M 


speeches,  which  tend  to  no  purpose  but  to  distract  my  licad.  and  prevent  me  (mm 
keeping  my  appointment?  shave  mc  directly,  or  leave  my  house.  In  saying  ibis 
I  arose,  and  angrily  struck  my  foot  against  the  ground. 

"Wlien  he  saw  that  I  was  really  exasperated  with  him,  *Sir/  said  iM^'do 
be  angry  i  we  are  going  to  beyin  direcUv."    In  fact,  he  washed  my  bcad^ 
began  to  shave  me :  but  he  Kid  not  ma^e  four  strokes  with  his  rajor  w 
stopped  lo  SA\, '  Sir,  you  arc  hasty  ;  you  should  abstain  from  these  gusls  trf 
sion,  which  only  come  from  the  devil.    Resides  which,  I  dc«.TVc  that  yoa 
lja\'e  sotnc  respect  for  i»e  on  account  of  my  age,  my  knowledge,  and  my 
vutae».' 


*"Go  on  shaNinf;  me,'  said  I,  intemapting  him  again, 'and  speak  ro  more.' 
'That  IS  lo  sa),'  replied  he, '  thai  you  have  some  prcssinj;  at^'air  on  your  h-inds  ; 
m  toy  a  wager  ih,it  1  am  not  mistaken.'  'Why,  I  told  you  so  two  hours  ago/ 
Manwd  1 ;  *  j'ou  ought  to  have  shaved  rac  long  »incc.'  '  Moderate  your  ardour/ 
ttOtied  he  ;  *  [>crh.ip>  you  have  not  considered  well  of  what  you  are  going  to  do: 
wboi  one  docs  anylhing  precipitately,  it  is  almost  always  a  source  of  repenlance. 
I«i^  you  would  icll  me  what  this  afTair  is  that  you  are  in  such  haste  about, 
tad  t  will  give  you  my  opinion  on  it ;  you  have  plenty  of  time,  for  you  arc  not 
expected  tiB  noon,  aii^  it  will  not  be  noon  these  three  hours.'  'That  is  nothing 
10  (be/  replied  I  ;  *  people  of  honour,  who  keep  their  word,  are  alwa>-s  before  the 
ttme  Apfjointcd.  Bui  1  perceive  that  in  reasoning;  thus  with  you,  1  am  imitating 
ilv faults  of  chnitering  barbers  ;  finish  shaving  uie  quickly.' 

"The  more  arixious  I  was  for  dispatch,  the  less  so  was  he  to  obey  me.  He 
Ut  bis  nufir  to  take  up  his  astrolabe,  and  when  he  put  down  his  astrolabe  be 
Unk  up  his  razor. 

"He  £0(  tus  astrolabe  the  second  time,  snd  left  me  half  shaved  to  go  and  see 
•fcit  o'clock  it  «"as  precisely.  He  returned.  'Sir,'  said  he,  *  I  was  certain  1  was 
Kit  mistaken ;  it  wants  three  hours  lo  noon,  I  am  well  assured,  or  all  the  rules 
of  anroaomy  are  false'  '  Gracious  Heaven  ! '  cried  I, '  my  patience  is  exliaustcd. 
I  on  hold  out  no  loti>,'er.  Cursed  barber,  ill-oinencd  barber,  I  can  hardly  refrain 
bm  Ming  upon  thee  and  strangling  thee  !'  *Soflly,  sir/  said  he  coolly,  and 
mfaoat  showing  .iny  emotion  or  anger ;  'you  seem  to  have  no  fear  of  bnnging 
n  your  illness  ai^ain  :  do  not  be  so  passionate,  and  you  shall  be  shaved  m  a 
BMneu.'  Saying  this,  he  put  the  astrolabe  in  his  case,  took  his  razor,  which  he 
dttipcnetl  on  the  strop  that  was  fastene«l  to  his  ^rdle,  and  began  to  shave  me  ; 
^  vhilit  be  was  shaving  me  he  could  not  help  talking.  '  If  you  would,  sir,'  said 
it  *in/onn  mc  what  this  affair  is  that  will  engage  you  at  noon,  I  would  give  j-ou 
•■e  advice  which  you  might  find  serviceable/  To  satisfy  him,  I  told  him  that 
•BBC  (rtcnds  expected  me  at  noon  to  regale  me,  and  rejoice  with  mc  on  my  re- 

*  Mo  sooner  h.-id  the  barber  heard  me  mention  a  feast  than  he  exclaimed, 'God 
tin  foa  on  this  day  as  well  as  on  every  other !  you  bring  to  my  mind  that  >"es- 
tcrday  1  invited  four  or  five  friends  to  come  and  regale  with  me  to-day  ;  I  had 
faS^^'*  '^  ^^^  ''^^'<^  "°t  made  any  prcp-nnitions  for  them.'  'Let  not  that  cm- 
WBU  you,'  ftaJd  I :  *  although  1  am  going  out,  my  table  is  always  well  supplied, 
»ai  I  moke  yw  a  present  of  all  that  is  intended  for  it  to-day  ;  I  will  also  give 
jau  as  much  wine  as  you  want,  for  I  have  some  most  excellent  in  my  cellar ;  but 
then  )'OU  must  lie  quick  in  finishing  to  shave  me  ;  and  remember  that  instead  of 
aukuf  you  presents  to  hear  you  talk,  as  my  father  did,  I  give  them  to  you  to  be 

■  He  was  not  content  to  rely  on  my  word,  '  May  Cod  recompense  you'  cried 
he, 'for  the  fivour  you  do  me;  but  show  me  directly  these  provisions,  that  I 
Kiy  judge  if  there  will  be  enough  lo  regale  my  friends  handsomely  ;  f<->r  I  wish 
Aein  id  oe  satiiticd  with  the  good  cheer  I  shall  give  them.'  *  I  have/  said  I,  *a 
bnb^  sex  capon-;,  a  do2cn  of  fowls,  and  sufficient  for  four  courses.'  I  ga^-c  orders 
ID«  slave  (i)  produce  all  that,  together  with  four  large  jugs  of  wine.  '  This  is 
'■^'replied  the  barber,  'but  we  shall  want  some  fniit.  and  something  for  sauce 
lOm  mcAL'  I  desired  wh.^t  he  wanted  to  be  given  him.  He  left  Dffsha\-ing 
^■lo  mniine  each  thing  separately,  and  as  this  examination  took  up  nearly 
Wan  bour,  1  stamped  and  swore  :  biit  I  might  amuse  myself  as  I  pleased,  the 
Oial  (fid  not  hum-  a  bit  ihe  more.  At  length,  however.'  he  again  took  up  the 
««w  and  sbaN-cd  6>r  a  few  minutes,  then  stopping  suddenly,  *  I  should  ne*xr 
l>»e  Sttpposed,  sir/  said  he,  '  that  you  h.id  been  of  so  lihcr.il  a  mm  :  I  be^n  to 
ttUfftr  lint  VOur  late  father,  of  honoured  memory-.  Ii\-cs  a  second  time  in  you  : 
ViiDljr  I  mi  001  dcscrvx  the  favours  you  heap  on  me,  and  I  assure  >'ou  that  I 


ou 
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shall  retain  an  ciernal  sense  of  tlic  obUxntion  ;  for,  sir.  that  you  nuiy  know  It  ia 
future,  I  will  icU  von  ihat  I  have  nuthin^  but  what  I  get  from  i^cncrous  people 
Jikc  yourself,  in  which  I  lesemble  Zaniout,  who  rubs  people  .n  the  Iwth,  and  SbH. 
vt'ho  sells  little  burnt  peas  .ibout  The  streets,  and  Saluut,  who  ^cUs  beans,  tad 
Akerscha,  who  sells  herbs,  and  Abou  Mekares,  who  n.'\ieri  the  streets  to  Uy  tbc 
dust,  unci  Ca^icm.  who  belongs  to  the  caJiph's  guard  :  .ill  ihi  ie  ficopic  fpvcno 
reception  to  melaacholy  ;  they  are  neither  s»rrouful  nor  (|u.irrclso[ne :  better 
taiisned  with  their  fonune  than  the  caliph  himself  in  the  uilil^t  of  his  coun,  Ihc^r 
■re  always  gay  and  ready  to  dance  and  sing,  and  they  have  each  their  peculiar 
dance  and  sung,  with  wluch  they  entertain  the  whole  city  of  Bagdad  ;  but  what 
1  esteem  the  most  in  Uiein  is,  tluit  they  arc  none  of  them  great  talkers  an}*  mora 
tban  your  stave  who  has  the  honour  of  speaking  to  you.  Here,  sir.  I  wiUpvc 
you  the  song  and  ihc  dance  of  Zantout,  who  rubs  the  people  at  the  bath  ',  uiok 
at  me,  and  you  will  see  an  citaci  imitation.' 

"The  barber  sang  the  song  and  danced  the  dance  of  Zantout;  and  notwith- 
standing all  I  could  say  to  make  him  cease  his  bu^ooncry.  he  would  i'  ^I 
be  had  imitated  in  the  same  way  all  those  he  bad  mcniii'incd.  Aftc 
said  he, '  I  am  going  to  invite  all  these  good  people  to  my  house,  and  n  )t>u  wUI 
tajte  my  advice,  you  will  be  of  our  party,  and  leave  your  friend^  who  are  periiape 
great  talkers,  and  wilt  only  disturb  you  by  their  tiresome  conversation,  and  «iU 
make  you  relapse  nilo  an  illness  stiU  worse  than  that  from  which  V"U  arc  just 
reco%'Crvd;  instead  of  which,  at  my  house,  you  will  only  enjyy  pleasure' 

"  Noiwilhsiandiiig  my  anger.  1  could  not  avoid  Iauj;hirif;  at  Ins  folly.  *  I  wi&h** 
said  I,  *  thill  I  had  no  other  engagement,  and  I  would  gladly  .accept  your  propo«al; 
I  would  with  all  my  heait  make  one  of  your  jotly  set ;  but  I  must  entreat  yoo  to 
excu»  me,  I  am  too  much  engaged  tCMlay ;  I  shall  be  more  at  htxrty  anodwr 
day,  and  we  will  have  tliis  party :  finish  shaving  me,  and  hasten  to  ictum,  for 
perhaps  your  friends  ;u-c  already  arrived.'  '  Sir,'  replied  he,  *  do  not  refuse  me  the 
hivour  I  ask  of  yott  Cume  and  amuse  yourself  with  the  good  company  I  shall 
have :  if  you  Iia^  once  been  with  such  people,  you  would  na^c  l»ccn  so  [leased 
with  them  that  you  would  give  up  your  friends  for  them.'  *Sa}*  no  more  aboot 
it,'  said  1 ;  '  I  cannot  be  present  at  your  feast' 

**  I  gained  nothing  by  gcndcncss.  'Since  you  will  not  come  with  me,'  replied 
the  barber,  'you  must  allow  roe,  then,  to  accompany  you.  1  will  go  home  with 
the  provisions  you  have  given  mc ;  my  friends  shall  eat  of  them  if  they  likfl^and 
1  will  return  immediately.  I  cannot  commit  such  an  incivility  .\s  to  suiTer  yea  lo 
go  alone — you  deserve  this  piece  of  complaisance  on  my  mrt.*  ^Coc-i'  "V-  --,*' 
exclaimed  1,  on  hearing  this,  'am  I  tlicn  condemned  to  bear  this  w;  • 

tormenting  a  creature?  In  the  name  of  the  great  God,' said  I  to  hiin, '  Ui.-^*.  .vui 
tiresome  speeches ;  go  to  your  friends,  eat  -ind  drink,  and  entertain  yourscirck, 
and  leave  mc  at  liberty  to  go  to  mine.     I  will  go  alone,  and  do  not  want  any  one 

^pa  accomp:my  me ;  and,  indeed,  if  you  must  know  the  truth,  the  place  where  I  am 
going  is  not  one  in  which  you  can  be  received — I  only  can  be  admitted.'  '  Vob 
are  joking,  sir,'  replied  he ;  '  if  your  friends  have  invited  you  to  an  cntcrtalnmenl, 
irtwi  reason  can  prevent  mc  from  accompanying  you  ?   You  will  give  tlicni  £icat 

k|deastire,  I  am  sure,  by  uking  with  you  a  man  like  me,  wbo  ha»  the  an  i<f  enter* 
laining  a  company  and  making  them  merry.  Say  what  you  u-il),  sir,  I  am  rcsohrvd 
to  go  in  spite  of  you.' 

"  These  words,  gentlemen,  threw  me  into  the  greatest  embarrassment.  '  How 
can  J  possibly  contrive  to  gel  rid  of  this  infernal  barber?'  thought  I  to  rnvseW.  •  If 
I  continue  obstimitelv  to  contradict  him.  our  contest  will  never  be  finUhcd.'  1 
had  already  waited  till  they  had  called  the  people  to  noon  prayers  for  the  firw 
time,  and  as  it  was  now  ulmosi  the  nwnwnt  to  set  out,  I  determined,  therdivc, 
not  to  answer  him  a  single  word,  and  to  appear  as  if  I  agreed  to  everything  he 
said.    He  dabbed  shavmg  me^  and  be  had  no  sooner  dotK  than  I  said  to  nim, 
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*  Talte  some  of  my  (Kople  with  you  to  carry  these  provisions  hom« ;  then  return 
>>CtL    I  will  wail,  and  not  go  without  you.' 

"He  then  went  out,  and  1  finished  dressing  myself  as  quickly  as  possible. 
X  ooly  waited  till  they  called  to  prayers  for  the  last  time,  when  I  hastened  to 
CXNOtncace  my  expedition;  but  this  malicious  barber,  who  seemed  atvarc  of  my 
falHBlion,  was  satisfied  with  accompanying  my  people  only  within  sij^ht  of  his 
■^Mrn house,  and  seeing  them  go  in.  He  afterwards  concealed  liimself  at  the  comer 
^A  ihe  street,  to  observe  and  follow  me.  In  short,  when  I  got  to  the  door  of  the 
cadi's  house,  I  turned  round  and  percei\-ed  him  at  the  end  of  the  street.  This 
ai^iipiit  mc  into  the  greatest  rage. 

"Tw  cadi's  door  was  half  open,  and  when  I  went  in  I  saw  the  old  lady  who 
wu  wuting  for  me,  and  who.  as  soon  as  she  had  shut  the  door,  conducted  n\e  to 
KSx  ipanmeot  of  the  young  lady  with  whom  I  was  so  much  in  love.  Uut  I  had 
tunBy  be^n  to  enter  into  any  conversation  with  her  before  we  heard  a  great 
■Mise  in  the  streeL  The  young  lady  ran  to  tlie  window,  and  looking  through  the 
Miwlt.  perceived  that  it  was  the  cadi,  her  father,  who  was  already  returning  from 
pnftn.  1  looked  out  at  the  same  time,  and  saw  the  barber  seated  exactly  oppo- 
site, and  on  the  same  bench  from  whence  I  hail  beheld  the  lady  the  first  time. 

"1  bad  now  two  subjects  for  alarm,  the  arrival  of  the  cadi,  and  the  presence  of 
die  barber.  The  young  lady  dissipated  my  fears  on  the  hrst,  by  telling  me  that 
Wrlitbei  ver>'  rarely  came  up  into  her  apartment;  but  as  she  had  foreseen  that 
^idi  ao  interruption  might  take  place,  she  had  prepared  the  means  of  my  escape 
teciseof  necessity:  but  the  indiscretion  of  that  unlucky  barber  caused  me  great 
WiMiiiii  I  and  you  will  soon  perceive  that  this  disquietude  was  not  wimoui 
^ndatioiL 

"^  soon  as  the  cadi  ti-as  returned  home,  he  himself  inflicted  the  bastinado  on 
^iloe  who  had  dcscncd  it  The  slave  uttca-d  loud  cries,  which  were  distinguish- 
VUievca  in  the  street.  The  barber  thought  I  was  the  person  whom  they  were 
^WjT^  lit,  ;ind  that  ihcM  were  my  cries.  Fully  persuaded  of  thi:^,  he  began  to 
^U  out  as  loud  as  he  could,  to  tear  his  clothes,  inrow  dust  uprm  his  head,  and 
^U  Ibr  help  to  all  the  nci>;hbours  who  ran  out  to  him.  They  mciuired  what  was 
thinaUer,  and  what  assistance  they  could  give  him.  '  Alas  !'  cried  he, '  they  are 
^wuwnatlng  my  master,  my  dear  lord ;  *  and  without  saying  another  word,  he 
*tt  to  my  house,  crying  out  in  the  same  way,  and  returned,  followed  by  all  my 
^tnwiU  Arraed  with  slicks.  They  knocked  furiously  at  the  door  of  the  cadi,  who 
W  a  slave  to  know  what  the  noise  was  about ;  but  Uic  slave,  quite  terrified,  le- 
VKMdlo  his  master, '  My  lord,'  said  he,  'above  ten  thousand  men  will  come  into 
YBrbinue  by  force,  and  are  already  beginning  to  break  open  the  door.' 

"Tbe  cadi  tan  himself  to  the  door,  and  inquired  what  they  wanted.     His 

Mocnthfa  appearance  did  not  inspire  my  people  ^^-ith  any  respect,  and  they  in- 

vnfattly  adoresscd  him,  '  Cursed  cadi !  thou  dog!  for  what  reason  art  thou  going 

■Ataanler  oar  master?    What  has  be  done  to  thee?'    '  My  good  people,'  replied 

Vhtcadi,  *why  should  I  murder  your  master,  whom  I  do  not  know,  and  who  has 

■nw  oficnded  roe?     My  door  is  open,  you  may  come  in  and  search  my  house.' 

*  Vm  have  given  him  the  bastinado,'  said  tlie  barber;  '  I  heard  his  cries  not  a 

Vbats  ^o.'     *  But,'  replied  the  cadi,  'as  I  said  before,  in  wliat  can  yuur  master 

kneoAended  me,  that  I  should  ill  treat  him  thus?    Is  he  in  my  house?  and  if 

Btb,  bow  could  he  get  in,  or  who  could  have  introduced  him?'    'Thou  wilt  not 

*ake  tnc  bclic\-e  thee  with  thy  great  beard,  thou  wicked  cadi,'  resumed  the  barber. 

*1  haow  what  I  say.     Vour  daughter  loves  our  m.-i5ter.  and  appointed  a  meeting 

■  Tour  house  during  the  midday  prayers;  you  no  doubt  received  information  Si 

SVkd  ratunied  udclcly ;  you  surprised  him  here,  and  ordered  your  slaves  to  give 

^  dtc  butJiuao;  but  this  wicked  action  sh.iJl  not  remain  unpunished:  the 

(%k  dttll  be  informed  of  tl,  and  will  execute  a  severe  and  specay  sentence  an 

}<IL  GifC  Itim  his  libert)',  and  let  him  come  out  directly,  otherwise  we  will  go  in 


and  take  him  from  you  to  your  shame*  *  There  is  no  occasion  to  uy  so  mocb 
about  il,'  said  the  cadi, '  nor  to  make  suth  a  bustle :  if  what  you  say  is  true,  vod 
have  only  to  go  in  and  search  for  him— I  gi%'e  you  full  pemuasion,'  The  cadi  had 
scarcely  spoken  these  words  when  the  barber  and  my  [wople  burst  into  the  bouse, 
like  a  set  of  furious  madmen,  and  began  to  seek  for  me  in  every  corner. 

"As  I  heard  ever>'thing  the  barber  ^aid  to  the  cadi,  I  endeavoured  to  find  out 
some  place  to  conceal  myself  in.  1  was  unable  id  discover  any  other  than  a  laqje 
empty  chest,  mto  which  I  immediately  got,  and  shut  the  Ud  dowTi  upon  roe. 
After  the  barber  had  searched  ever)'  other  place,  he  did  not  fail  comirtg  into  the 
apartment  where  1  was.  He  went  directly  to  the  chest,  and  opened  it,  and  as 
soon  as  he  perceived  tliat  t  was  in  it.  he  took  it  up  and  earned  it  away  upon  bis 
bead.  He  descended  from  the  top  of  the  staircase,  M-hich  was  vcrj*  high,  into  a 
court,  through  which  he  quickly  passed,  and  at  bst  reached  the  street  door. 

"As  he  w.15  carrjing  me  along  the  strcctj  the  ltd  of  the  cliest  unfortunately 
opened :  I  had  not  resolution  enough  to  bear  the  shame  ;»nd  disgince  o(  being 
thus  exposed  to  the  populace  who  followed  us;  I  jumped  down,  therefore,  into 
the  street  in  such  a  hurr>*  that  I  hurt  myself  seriously,  and  have  been  lame  e«f 
since.  .  I  did  not  at  first  perceive  the  full  extent  of  my  mlstortune;  1  thetcioR 
made  haste  to  get  up  and  run  away  from  the  people,  who  were  laughing-  at  mc 
At  the  same  time  I  scattered  a  h.indfut  or  two  of  gold  and  silver,  with  iHiida  1 
had  filled  my  purse,  and  while  they  were  stopping  to  pick  it  up  I  made  my  < 
by  passing  through  several  private  streets.  Uut  the  cursed  barber,  taking^ 
tage  of  the  trick  which  I  had  made  use  of  to  get  rid  of  the  crowd,  foil* 
so  closely  that  he  t»ever  once  lost  sight  of  me;  and  all  the  time  be 
calling  aloud, '  Stop,  sir!  why  do  you  run  so  fast  ?  You  know  not  how 
have  felt  for  you  on  account  of  the  ill  usage  you  hnve  received  from  thocjwlii 
and  well  I  might,  as  you  ba\-e  been  so  gcncro'us  lo  mc  and  my  friends,  umI  ve 
are  under  such  obligations  to  you.  Did  I  not  truly  inform  you  that  you  woqM 
endanger  your  life  through  your  obstinacy  in  not  suffering  me  to  accump.ir 
All  this  has  happened  to  ^-ou  through  vour  own  fault;  and  I  know  rx- 
«'ould  have  become  of  you  if  I  had  not  ofrstinately  determined  to  follow  vou  aad 
obserx'e  which  way  you  went.  Where,  then,  my  lord,  are  you  running^  Pray 
wait  for  me.' 

"  It  was  in  this  manner  that  the  unlucky  barber  kept  calling  out  to  me  all 
through  the  street.  He  was  not  sniistied  with  having  scandaliicd  me  so  can- 
plctely  in  the  quarter  of  the  town  where  the  cadi  resided,  but  seemed  to  wMb 
that  Uic  whole  city  should  become  acquainted  with  my  disgrace.  This  put  me 
into  such  a  rage  that  I  could  have  stopped  and  strangled  him ;  but  that  wcold 
only  have  increased  my  destruction.  I  therefore  wxni  another  way  to  work.  As 
1  perceived  that,  by  his  calling  out,  the  eyes  of  evcrj*  one  were  attracted  lowvdi 
me,  some  looking  out  of  their  windows,  and  others  stopping  in  the  street  to  sun 
at  me,  I  went  into  a  khan,  the  master  of  which  was  known  to  me.  I  fovnd  Un 
indeed  at  the  doer,  where  the  noise  and  uproar  had  brought  him.  *  In  the  nama 
of  Cod,'  I  cried,  *  do  me  the  favour  to  prevent  that  mad  fellow  from  foUowinc  ae 
in  here'  He  not  only  promised  mc  to  do  so,  but  he  kept  his  word,  althoofh  il 
was  nut  without  great  difhculty,  for  the  obstinate  barber  attempted  lofoccaM 
entrance  in  spite  of  him.  Nor  did  he  retire  before  he  uttered  a  thousnTwl  abuahv 
wonb;  and  he  continued  to  tell  every  one  he  met,  till  he  reached  fats  own  twoft^ 
ibc  very  great  service  he  pretended  to  have  done  me 

**  It  was  thus  that  I  ^t  rid  of  this  tiresome  man.  Tlie  master  nf  the  khan  Acs 
entreated  mc  to  give  hira  an  account  of  my  adventure.  I  did  so  ;  after  which  I 
asked  him  in  my  turn  to  let  me  have  an  .ipariment  in  his  house  till  I  was  quite 
cured.  '  V'ou  will  be  much  better  accommodated,  sir.'  he  said,  'in  your  <m» 
house.'  '  I  do  not  wish  to  return  there,'  I  answered,  *  for  that  detcsamc  barber 
will  not  £ul  to  find  me  out ;  I  shall  then  be  pestered  uith  him  every  day,  and  k 
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well  the  Ust  time  I  hnd  the  pleasure  or  secint;  you  here.  There  is  surely  !M»ne- 
UuD^  eUe  whi'rh  yo:i  ronccal  from  roc.  Tell  me,  I  beg  of  yoii,  wlwt  it  i\.'  As  1 
laoatincdiil'  'I  of  an^wennf;  her.  tlic  teun  fell  froin  mycycs.  'Icaimoi 

COmprdWflti ,  ;i:,*wlui.t  can  po^aibly  cau&e  you  so  much  amicUon.    Ha\-c 

I  SttOtentioiuU)  ^ivcn  you  any  cause?  Do  you  conic  to  tell  me  you  nu  Um^r 
low  mc  ?'  *  It  u  not  thai,  mAdam/  I  replied, '  and  cvco  a  suspicion  of  the  sort 
■n^meius  my  murry  Mill  more.' 

**  1  cooid  not  moke  up  mv  mind  to  discover  ilic  true  cause  of  my  iOncst  to  her. 
When  tbs  evening  appnucbed  supper  wai  served  up.  She  entreated  roe  to  eat, 
fav  «e  1  coDid  only  make  use  of  my  left  hand,  I  mtuested  her  t?  excuse  me,  say- 
iaf  I  bad  no  oppetiie.    'It  would  return,' said  she,  *  if  you  would  unfold  toinc 
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you  lo  obstinately  conceal.  Your  di*>Jike  d'Mibtless  arises  from  the  pain  you 
__r  by  nmainintc  wfcnt.'  '  Alas :  madam,'  I  rcpUed, '  it  is  very  necessary  for 
U  flake  that  dr termination,  and  to  adhere  to  iL*  I  had  no  sooner  said  this 
thaa  she  poored  me  out  a  gU&s  of  nine^  and  prescniinf  it  to  mo,  *  Unnk  this,' 
■he  te|died,  *  it  mil  ^iw  you  both  ttrenfth  and  courage.*  1  then  held  out  my 
kft  hand,  and  tooV  the  glass. 

"I  had  mi  sooner  received  the  k^us  than  my  tears  flowed  afresh,  and  my  aighs 
ttKnoMd.  'VMiy  do  you  lament  and  sich  to  bittcrlv?'  said  the  lady  to  me. 
'WhyduTOU  tane  the  slass  m  yuur  Icfl  luind  rather  tlun  )■■  '     ' ' 

I,'  I  replied,  'escusc  mc,  I  enlrrjl  you.  for  I  have  n  - 
•Show  ni     •'       ■  :-  I'mr,'  *m\\\  she.  'and  I  will  n,Kn  h   I".    .h,.      i  tini 
myself  I'  '  wa<  not  yei  in  a  st.itc  proper  for  that  oprratioQ  ;  I 

idruUcall  ihc :,...-.  ..f  the  t[lav«,  which  wa^a  very  Luxe  one.  1  be  strength 

of  the  wir.e,  mined  |[<  mv  faUjj^e  and  the  low  auie  in  which  I  w^s,  soon  made 

I  venr  drowsy,  and  I  fcli  into  a  profound  sleep  that  lasted  idl  the  oeit  mortuaf. 

^  While  1  was  in  this  state,  the  L\dy,  wishinkf  to  know  what  accident  had  ha^ 

■d  to  my  ri^ht  hand,  lifted  up  my  robe,  which  concealed  it,  and  saw.  •»  yon 

'GO^Iocbire,  with  the  greatest  astonishment,  that  it  was  nit  oH,  ind  thai  I 

fM  it  whh  mc,  wrapped  op  in  a  linen  cloth.    She  bad  now  no  difficulty  in 
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cnrnipichending  whv  I  so  strongly  resisted  all  die  entreaties  she  made  me, . 

she  p^isMd  the  ntgfit  in  thinking  of  Uie  disgrace  thai  had  happened  to  mr,  ao( 
doubting  but  that  my  love  for  her  had  been  the  cause  of  it. 

"When  1  awoke  the  next  morning,  1  perceived  by  her  countenance  that 
wai  very  much  alflicted.  She  did  not,  however,  utter  a  nurd  to  mc  on  the 
ject,  that  she  might  not  give  me  any  pun.  She  dcurcd  some  thick  jcUy  made 
from  chickens,  that  she  bad  ordered  on  purpose  lor  mc,  tu  be  served  up.  51k 
obhged  me  buth  to  eat  and  dnnk,  in  order,  as  she  said,  to  recruit  my  fctrength. 
of  which  I  had  su  much  need.  1  then  wished  to  take  my  leave  of  her,  btu  ihe 
took  hold  of  my  robe  and  detained  me.  *  1  will  not  suHcr  you,'  she  said,  '  to  go 
fruin  hence :  for.  although  you  will  not  tell  ine  so,  1  am  persuaded  that  1  un  tbe 
cause  of  the  misfortune  which  has  happened  to  you.  1  he  poignant  ^icf  vbidi 
I  feel  will  not  -sitncr  me  tu  live  long:  but  before  1  die  I  must  execute  a  dei%M 
which  I  meditate  in  your  favour.'  Having  said  this,  she  ordered  Mme  of  lHr.i 
__  Eople  to  go  for  an  omccr  of  justice  and  some  wimcsses,  and  made  him  drai 
~a  bequest  of  all  her  fortune  to  me.  Having  then  dismissed  cbcm.  after  piyil 
them  handsomely  for  their  trouble,  she  opened  li  Urge  clicst,  where  all  the  ; 
that  1  Iiad  ever  brought  her  sines  the  conimenceuient  of  our  >.'<riiLi 
been  phictd.   *  There  they  all  are,'  said  she  to  me, 'just  as  you  h-  I  hi 

not  louclicd  one  uf  them.     Here  is  the  key— take  it.  for  ihcy  bi  i     ^.       ,    u.* 
thanked  her  tor  her  kindness  and  generosity.     '  I  do  not,"  added  she, '  reel 
this  as  an>'thing  in  con)|>ansnn  with  what  I  mtend  to  do  for  you  ;  nor  shall  I 
sitia6ed  till  1  uie,  to  prove  to  you  how  much  1  love  you.'   1  conjured  her  b)'  < 
lie  of  love  to  give  up  so  dreadful  a  resolution,  but  1  was  unable  to  divert 
Uioughu  from  it:    the  sorrow  and  cha^n  she  felt  at  seeing  me  so 
brought  on  a  serious  illness,  which  at  the  end  of  hve  or  six  weeks  teiminatad 
her  death. 

"After  mourning  for  her  loss  as  much  as  became  me,  I  took  posseuton  of  j 
her  fonune.  and  everything  which,  as  she  h-id  infonned  me,  belonged  lo  her] 
and  the  se^ini^  which  you  sold  for  me  was  part  of  her  property." 

When  the  young  man  of  Bagdad  had  finished  his  relation,  he  addi-d,  "  W 
you  have  now  hcaid  ought  tn  be  a  suAicicnt  excuse  fur  mv  having  cairn  in 
company  with  my  left  hand.    J  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  trouble  jroti  I 
taken  on  my  account.     I  cannot  enough  appUud  your  fidchty  and  probify; 
as  I  have,  thank  God,  a  vcr>'  plentiful  fortune,  although  I  have  expended  a  g. 
deal,  I  must  beg  lh.it  you  will  accept  as  a  present  the  small  sum  fur  which 
sold  the  sesame,  and  which  you  now  are  in  my  debt  for.    1  I'  ■'  •■  ''■•'■'tc» 
proposal  to  make  to  you.    Being  unable  to  renviin  uitli  an'  t  mct 

lion  to  myself  at  Cairo  after  the  nielancholy  accident  I  !.■  -      med,  I 

resoh'cd  to  leave  it,  and  never  tn  return  again.  If  you  like  lo  accompany 
we  will  trade  in  common  together,  and  we  will  divide  ihe  prohu  wc  maka 
equal  shares." 

Wien  the  young  man  of  Bagdad  fsaid  the  Christian  merchant)  hid  condi: 
his  hi3tor>',  I  said  lo  him,  '*  I  reium  you,  sir,  my  mo?t  grateful  ihanks  for 
present  you  have  done  mc  the  favour  lo  make  me ;  and  with  respect  to  tbe  | 
pnsal  of  travelling  with  you,  I  accent  it  with  alt  my  heart,  and  assure  you  ihu 
your  interest  wdl  be  always  as  mucn  my  concern  as  my  own  " 

We  fixed  a  da>-  for  our  departure,  and  when  it  came  we  bejran  c*ar  ^ouriKjb 
We  pa«el   through  Syria  and  Mesopotamia;  we  travelled  over  Per^ifl:  « 
after  visiting  for  some  time  many  cities,  we  at  length  tame,  sire,  to  y^ 
After  some  liiile  time,  the  young  man  informed  mc  that  he  wa«  vef. 
and.  in  fact,  had  taken  the  resolution,  of  going  hack  into  Persia,  and  iM  s' 
there.    Wc  then  made  up  our  accounts,  and  separated,  perft^c-tly  latis&ed 

each  other.     He  departecl,  and  1  remained  in  thu  citv.  where  I  ha\-e  the  bo 

of  being  employed  in  tbe  service  of  your  majesty*.    'This  is  the  htitory  wUch 


iHd  to  fVCtmnt  to  y(.>u,  and  d^xi  it  not  teem  lo  yoai  iiujc«t>'  much  more  surprising 
«han  that  of  the  [itile  huacbback? 

The  Sttlun  of  Cangar  was  rery  nnf-rv  wl'.li  tlio  Chriitian  merchant.     "Thou 
an  «fy  bold  and  impudeiu,"  saiil  ht  hant,  "  to  dare  to  make  a  com* 

ptsHoa  between  the  rental  of  a  his:.  '  n-  .\nd  unwunhy  my  ettcntinn 

vith  tbai  of  m)   '  k.     Uosi  Uiuu  il  T  that  ihou  canst  persuade 

nc  thju  the  m..  ires  of  a  youny  ,.  ,    arc  niurc  wonderful  tlun 

e€  my  bufToun  .'  1  wiU  in  tnith  haniJ  all  luur  uf  yen  to  rcvcnj;L'  his  death." 
^  At  tfaoe  wordi  the  purveyor,  leiriricd,  threw  himwlf  at  the  !>uUan'&  fceL 
"Sire,*  ho  cried,  "  I  entreat  your  majesty  to  suspend  your  just  wTalb,  and  to 
farten  u>  me,  and  If  the  narrative  I  shaU  have  the  honour  to  Uy  before  your  nu- 
jdtjr  ihall  Kern  to  um  more  intercstmt;  than  that  of  the  little  hunchback,  that 
jou  «91  do  u»  the  fauuir  to  c»tcnJ  your  pardon  to  us  all."  **  Speak,"  said  the 
■dnl^  •  1  gmni  thy  rcqucsL"    The  puneyor  then  b^»i  as  follows. 


THE  STORY  TOLD   BY  THE   PURVEYOR  OF  THE  SULTAN 

OF   CASCAK 

I^ff  WAS  jesierday,  sire,  invited  by  a  man  of  KTeai  respectability  ond 
K  fortune  to  the  w-cddin^  of  one  of  his  dau^hicrs.  1  did  not  fait  tube 
T  at  his  boUK  by  ihc  jimointrd  hour,  and  found  a  l.T-r-  <  Liin:i,iri\, 
1      competed  of  the  tx  <nu  of  the  city  and  < 

^    floos.     N\Ttcn  the  ■ '     ■  >^as  over,  tlic  feast.  »»:■ 

6cent,  was  ser\cd  up.     We  wl  down  to  tabic,  and  each  pt-rson  aie 
what  was  most  agreeable  to  hit  taste.     Amongst  other  ihinus  there 
was  a  dish  dres^  with  garlic,  which  was  so  ver^'  excellent  that 
every  OTW  was  anxious  to  get  a  litUe  of  iL     We  could  not,  ho«e\er, 
but  remark  that  one  of  the  k^"^'"  *''''  ""*  *<*™  desirvus  of  cat  in); 
any  of  it,  .nlthnugh  the  di>h  -iti-iud  dircfity  befort  him.     We  inviicd 
to  help  him»clf  to  some,  as  we  did ;  hut  he  rc«iues(ed  us  not  to  preiii  him  to 
rftat  on).     '•  1  shall  be  %er^  rnreful."  said  he,  "hew  I  tour h  a  rapout  dressed  with 
gathc     I  have  not  j-et  f"r  -.  the  conscijucncc  of  it  lo  me  the  last 

Ome  I  tasted  one.*    We  '  lim  to  inform  us  what  lud  been  the 

cuaM  of  web  an  aversion  |l>  i;.ii;iL  .<^  he  sicmed  to  have. 

The  master  of  the  bouse,  however,  railed  out.  without  givinji  him  time  to 
answer  our  inquiries,"  Is  it  thus  you  honour  my  ubie?   This  ragout  i-.  ■'■■i-  ■""•; 
do  not,  therefore,  (iteicnd  nt.t  to  eat  of  it;  >t)u  must  do  me  that  favi 
ran  of  the  companv."    "Sir."  re-  !-^*  ^  ■  -.lest,  who  was  a  merchant  _;   -   ...       .. 
"do  not  lupposc  that  I  act  thu~  notions  of  false  d<li<~ar).    I  ccnami> 

«fll  Obejr  your  commands  if  \-ou :  -,j  -n  it;  but  il  must  only  U-  'r>    >.T.«!i'....n 

tet  amr  catinjt  of  h  >-ou  will  permit  me  to  wash  my  handv 

■IkaK,  farty  times  with  the  aibn  of  the  ^  ••■wc  vUni  from  whirh 

and  as  many  iimc<  with  ifoap.     t  h";  rnt  uki*  n^  ni'HJ-  - 

(n.  but  it  is  in  co:i«e^uencc  of  an  oai'  '  <t.,  jnd  winch  1  d.i  -      • 

break,  never  lo  e^t  a  ragmit  with  gail  'onditions.'' 

Ai  tha  master  of  the  house  would  t.  (he  merchant's  eatinf  some 

of  Clw  racout,  he  ordered  his  servai:  '^^  ready,  contoininca 

Hlotion  or  alkali,  ashes  of  ihe  same  :  :  the  merthani  mybt 

wash  bimaelf  as  often  as  he  pleased.  And  luvmi;  i;ivcn  these  orders,  he  a^'^J" 
Che  merchant,  **  Come  then,  now,  do  as  we  do,  and  cat ;  iwither  the  alkali,  the 
aihca  of  the  plant,  ru>r  the  soap,  shaU  be  defirienr" 

Allhoach  tnc  merchant  was  enraged  at  thit  «ort  of  violence  that  was  done  lo 
the  pit  out  fats  hand,  aiul  took  n  small  quantity  of  the  iafQut,iR\ux^\K.\H>^ 
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to  his  mouth  with  fear  and  trembling,  and  ate  with  a  repuicnaoce  vliidi  voy 
much  Astonibhed  us  .ill.  Uui  what  wc  remarked  with  still  greater  surprne  wu. 
that  he  had  only  four  Itngert  and  no  thumb,  nnd  till  this  moment  nu  person  Ina 
noticed  this  circumstance,  although  he  h:id  eaten  of  several  other  dUbe&  Tbe 
master  of  the  house  then  spoke.  "  Vou  &eem  to  have  lost  your  thumb,*  uid  h» : 
"  how  did  such  an  accident  happen  ?  There  must  probably  have  hexn  acBft 
singular  circumstances  connected  witli  the  occasion  of  it,  and  you  will  afiord 
this  company  a  great  pleasure  if  you  will  relate  them." 

"  Sir,"  replied  the  giicst, "  it  is  not  only  on  my  right  hand  that  1  have  no  ttraaib 
— my  left  is  alao  in  Uic  same  state."  He  held  out  his  left  hand  at  the  uiroo  ttec, 
that  wc  might  be  convinced  he  spoke  the  truth.  "  Nor  is  this  all,"  he  adcled :  "  I 
have  lost  the  great  tee  from  each  of  my  feet.  I  have  been  maimed  m  thb  man- 
ner through  a  most  unheard-of  adventure,  and  which,  if  you  will  have  the  pwtHTfT 
to  hsten  to  it,  I  have  no  objection  to  relate.  And  1  think  it  will  not  cxdte  tout 
astotiishment  more  than  it  will  your  compassion.  First  of  all,  however,  pcrail 
me  K>  wash  my  hands."  Ha\-ing  said  this,  he  got  up  from  table,  and  after  wk&- 
ing  his  hands  one  hundred  and  twenty  umcs,  he  sat  down  again,  and  related  bb 
history  in  tlic  following  terms  : 

"You  must  know,  gcnUemcn,  that  my  father  lived  at  Bagdad  during  the  reiiEa 
of  the  Caliph  Haruun  Alrascliid,  where  1  also  was  bom,  and  he  was  reckoned 
one  of  tlte  richest  merchants  in  that  city.  But  as  he  was  a  roan  very  fend  el 
pleasure,  and  ooe  who  loved  dissipation  of  every  sort,  he  very  much  ncclccied 
nis  af&urs  ;  and  instead,  therefore,  of  inheriting  a  Urge  fortune  .n  his  oeail^  I 
encountered  great  diffiailties,  and  was  obliged  to  ttxake  use  ff  the  frcnicst 
economy  to  pay  the  debts  he  left  behind  him.  AVith  great  alteniion.  howmr, 
and  care,  I  at  last  discharged  tliein  all,  and  my  smaU  fortune  then  bcfna  to 
assume  a  favourable  appearance. 

"One  morning,  when  I  was  opening  my  shop,  a  lady,  mounted  upon  a  male, 
accompanied  Iw^a  eunuch  and  fi>IIo\»i-d  by  two  slaves,  passed  rlo«  to  my  cloar, 
and  stopped.  The  eunuch  directly  assisted  her  to  alight  by  taking  hold  ci  bw 
hand  ;  lie  then  said  to  her, '  I  am  afraid,  madam,  you  have  arrived  too  soon ; 
you  see  there  is  no  one  yet  come  to  the  bezestein.  If  you  had  bclicx-cd  whdU  1 
sakl,  you  would  not  have  had  the  troubic  of  waiting.'  She  looked  everywhere 
about,  and  finding  tliat  there  was  in  fact  no  other  shop  open  but  mine,  slie  came 
up,  and  saluting  me,  requested  permission  to  sit  down  in  it  till  the  other  acr- 
chants  were  arrived.     I  returned  such  an  answer  as  became  me. 

"  When  the  lady  had  entered  my  shop  and  sat  down,  as  she  observed  An 
there  was  no  one  to  be  seen  in  the  bezestein  except  the  eunuch  and  mjitdi^  ftW 
took  off  her  veil  in  order  to  enjoy  the  air.  I  had  never  before  seen  any  one  so 
beautiful ;  .ind  to  see,  and  to  be  passionately  in  love,  were  with  mc  one  and  ibe 
same  thing.  1  kept  my  eyes  constantly  fixed  upon  her,  and  1  thought  she  looked 
as  if  my  attention  was  not  unplcasing  to  her,  for  she  gave  me  full  opponna' 
during  the  whole  time  of  beholding  her  ;  and  she  did  not  put  down  her  veil 
the  fear  of  any  one's  approach  obliged  her. 

"After  she  had  adjusted  her  dress  as  it  was  before,  she  informed  me  that 
was  come  with  ilie  intention  of  looking  at  some  of  the  hncsi  and  richest  kinds cf 
stuff,  which  she  described  to  me,  and  inquired  whether  I  h.id  any  surli.  *  Alas! 
madam.'  I  said,  *  I  am  but  a  young  merchant,  who  h.ivc  not  long  oei^n  busmess. 
and  am  not  yet  sufficiently  rich  to  trade  wt  largely  :  and  it  is  a  grr-'^t  mortific*. 
tlon  tome  to  have  none  of  the  things  forwhich  you  have  come  i  cvicia. 

Bui.  to  s.ive  you  the  troubic  of  going  from  shop  lo  shop,  I  wi^  s'  the 

merchants  come,  if  you  please,  go  and  get  whatever  you  wish  fro;ii  ■■'■  t 

will  tell  me  csacilythc  lowest  price,  and  you  will  thus  be  enabled,  wit:  -  5 

the  trouble  of  sccicinK  any  farther,  to  execute  all  your  commiisions.'  lu  Uus  star 
coiucnted,  and  I  entered  into  con^'erution  with  her  which  lasted  a  long  tims,  M 
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'  %ude  ber  believe  that  those  merchants  who  had  thestuITs  she  wanted  were  not 
y^^tcwne. 

*l  was  not  less  charmed  with  her  wit  and  understanding  than  I  had  been  with 

4*i*r  pcnon  ;  1  was,  howc%*cr,  at  last  compelled  to  deprive  myself  of  the  pleasure 

Iter  conversation,  and  I  went  to  inijuirc  for  the  stuffs  she  wanted.     When  she 

'  fixed  upon  those  ^ic  wished  to  have,  I  infonncd  her  that  they  came  to  five 

aand  dnichms  of  silver,     I  then  made  them  up  into  a  pared  and  gave  them 

I  die  eunuch,  who  put  them  under  his  arm.     She  immediately  got  up,  and  after 

'iag  leave  of  me,  she  went  awav.     I  followed  her  with  my  eyes  till  she  reached 

inteof  the  bezestein,  nordid  1  cease  gazing  at  her  till  she  mounted  her  mule. 

■The  lady  wai  no  sooner  oui  of  sight  than  I  recollect^  that  my  love  had 

■bk)  roe  to  be  guilty  of  a  great  fault.     It  had  indeed  so  wholly  engrossed  my 

^ttratioo  that  I  not  only  omitted  takmg  the  mone>'  for  the  goods,  but  had  even 

aci^ccted  to  inquire  who  she  was  and  where  she  lived.  This  led  me  immediaidy 

to  icBect   that   I   was  accountable  for  a  very  large  sum  of  money  to  several 

oxfthantit,  who  would  not  perhaps  have  the  patience  to  wait.     I  then  went  and 

•JtowcJ  myself  to  them  in  the  best  way  I  could,  telling  them  that  I  knew  the 

la^vcry  well     I  returned  home  as  much  in  love  as  ever,  although  very  much 

a&torra&sed  by  the  idea  of  so  hcavj-  a  debL 

"I  requested  my  creditors  to  wait  eight  days  for  their  money,  which  they 
4(Red  to  do.  On  the  eighth  morning  they  did  not  fail  to  come  and  request  pay- 
■■BLbot  I  again  begged  them  to  grant  me  the  favour  of  a  little  further  delay,  in 
*tka  they  had  the  goodnew  to  acquiesce  ;  but  on  the  ver>'  next  morning  I  saw 
tkehdy  coming  along  on  the  same  mule,  with  the  same  number  of  persons  attend- 
^|bcr,  and  exactly  at  the  same  hour  as  at  first. 

She  cvnc  directly  to  my  shop.  '  I  have  made  you  wait,'  she  said,  *a  little  for 
yiMrinotwv,  on  account  of  the  stuffs  which  I  had  the  other  day  ;  but  I  have  at 
«W  farcmgnt  it  you.  C.-irry  it  to  a  monev<rh.tnger,  and  see  that  it  is  all  good, 
••i  Ac  right  sum.'  The  eunuch,  who  had  the  monej-,  went  with  me  to  a  money- 
Comer's  ;  the  sum  was  exactly  correct,  and  all  good  silver.  After  this  I  had 
tttfatpptness  of  a  long  conversation  with  the  lady  till  all  the  shops  in  the  bczc- 
••^  were  open.  Although  we  conversed  only  upon  common  topics,  she  ncver- 
Vfcdus  gave  a  certain  turn  to  whatever  she  said,  that  threw  a  grace  and  novelty 
^erihe  whole  discourse,  and  convinced  me  1  was  not  mistaken  when,  from  the 
%B  tine  I  saw  ber,  1  thought  that  she  possessed  much  wit  and  good  sense. 

"As  soon  as  the  merch.inis  were  come,  and  had  opened  their  shops,  I  look 
^tet  I  was  indebted  to  each  of  those  from  whom  I  had  purchased  the  stuffs  on 
eivAt^and  I  had  now  no  diffiniUy  in  getting  others  from  them,  whicJi  the  lady 
yaA  dcared  to  see.  I  carried  back  with  me  as  many  as  came  to  a  thousand 
i  of  gold,  all  of  which  she  took  auay  with  her,  not  only  without  paying  for 
,  hot  without  sajing  a  word  on  the  subject,  or  even  informing  me  who  she 
i  or  wi*erc  she  lived.  What  astonished  me  the  most  was.  that  she  ran  no  risk 
■id  kkiBided  nothing,  while  I  remained  without  tlie  least  security,  and  without 
uv  cioace  of  bein§  indemnified  in  case  I  should  not  see  her  again.  *  She  h-as 
pMdme,  It  is  tme,'T  said  to  myself, 'a  very  large  sum  of  money,  but  she  has  left 
.■evith  a  debt  which  is  much  more  consiHerablc.  Is  it  possible  she  ran  intend 
tcfeeU  ne,  and  has  thus,  by  paying  mc  for  the  first  quantity,  only  enticed  mc 
I  bi  xof  more  certain  ruin  ?    The  merchants  themselves  do  not  know  her,  and 

1  ooly  upon  me  for  payment.' 
'  Mjr  love  was  not  so  powerful  as  to  pre^-ent  mc  from  making  these  distressing 
■[^BdHMUk    My  fears  kept  increasing  from  day  to  d.iy  for  one  entire  month,  which 
IMndon  wiiivout  my  h.-iving  any  intelligence  whatever  of  the  lady.     The  mer- 
<fiuitl  "    '  >^  ver^'  imp;itieni.  and  in  order  to  satisfy  them  I  was 

gotaK  <  [  had,  when  one  morning  I  saw  her  coming  with 

C^eUf  the  ^amc  ;iticnaan'.%  as  before.   *  Take  youf  weights,'  she  said  to  me, '  and 
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wdgh  the  gcM  1  have  bromght  you.'  These  few  words  put  an  end  to  aU  my  ban 

ancTrwloubled  my  love. 

"  Before  she  bcffan  to  count  out  the  gi>ld,  she  addressed  several  auestkm*  to 
mc,  and  among  uuer  tiling  she  asked  me  if  1  were  married.  1  tola  her  1  «as 
not,  nor  ever  had  been.  Oiving  tlicn  the  ^o\d  to  the  eunuch,  she  said  to  him, 
*  Come,  let  us  have  your  assistance  to  settle  our  affairs.'  The  eunuch  CXM^  OG* 
help  smiling,  and  taking  me  aside,  he  made  me  weigh  the  gokL  While  I  wn 
thus  employed,  the  eunuch  whibpcrcU  in  my  car  as  follows :  '  I  have  onlf  to  look 
at  vou  to  be  perfectly  convinced  Uiai  you  are  desperately  in  lo%'e  with  my  mistreift, 
and  I  am  only  surprised  tliat  you  luive  not  sumcient  courage  to  discover  yow 
passion  to  her.  She  loves  you,  if  possible,  to  a  still  greater  excess.  Don't  lanioet 
that  she  is  in  want  of  any  of  your  stuffs ;  she  only  comes  here  because  yoa  km 
inspired  her  with  the  most  violent  passion,  and  this  v,ns  ihe  reason  of  her  jukinc 
you  whether  you  were  married.  Yoti  h.ive  only  to  make  knoiiT)  )'Our  leaiinena 
by  speech,  and,  if  >-ou  wish  it,  she  will  nai  stop  short  CT-en  of  marrying  you.'  '  It 
is  true,'  I  replied  to  the  eunuch, '  that  I  felt  the  sensations  oi  love  arise  in  my 
breast  the  very  first  moment  1  beheld  your  l.idy,  but  I  never  thourht  of  asalaie^ 
to  the  hope  of  having  pleased  her.  1  am  wholly  her  own,  and  shall  not  nil  to 
remember  the  good  office  you  ba\-c  done  me.' 

"As  soon  as  1  bad  finished  weighing  ttie  gold,  and  while  I  was  putting  it  tedt 
into  the  bog.  the  eunuch  went  to  the  lady  and  said  thai  1  was  very  well  ruiiiflwl 
This  was  the  panicutar  expression  [hey  had  agreed  upon  between  thcillMi*cs> 
The  lady,  who  was  seated,  immediately  got  up  and  went  away,  telling  me  first 
that  she  would  send  back  the  eunuch,  ana  that  I  must  do  exactly  as  he  directed. 

"  I  then  went  to  all  the  merchants  to  whom  1  was  indebted,  .ind  paid  tkeoL. 
After  iliis  I  waited  with  the  greatest  impatience  for  the  anival  of  the  eunuch,  bal 
it  was  some  days  before  he  m.idc  his  appearance.   At  length,  however,  he  arrived. 

"  I  conducted  myself  in  the  mou  kind  and  friendly  manner  towards  htm,  and 
made  many  inquiries  after  the  health  of  his  mistress.  '  You  certainly  ttn,'  be  lajd, 
'  the  happiest  lover  in  all  tlic  world :  she  is  absolutely  dying  for  love  of  yoiL  Jt 
is  impossible  you  can  be  more  anxious  to  sec  her  than  she  is  for  >'Our  coapuiy. 
and  if  she  were  able  to  follow  her  own  inclinations  and  act  as  she  hkes,  she  wouS 


instantly  come  to  you,  and  gladly  pass  every  moment  of  her  future  hfe  with  yoo.* 
'From  her  noble  air  and  manner,'  1  replied.'  I  have  concluded  she  is  a  lady  of  greet 


in  her  is  so  great  that  she  employs  her  in  c^-cr>-  commission  she  wishes  to  have 
executed.  From  the  desire  wliich  she  has  of  being  married,  she  has  fold  bcr 
mistress,  Zobcidi.  that  she  has  cast  her  eyes  upon  you,  and  has  asked  her  cooscoC 
to  the  match.  Zubcid^  lias  agreed  to  it.  but  nas  requested,  in  the  fmx  iiutaao^ 
to  see  you,  that  she  may  judge  whether  her  favourite  has  made  a  rood  cboic^ 
and  in  case  she  approves  of  you,  she  will  herself  be  ai  the  expense  of  die  weiUiq^ 
You  may  be  sure,  therefore,  that  your  happiness  is  certain.  As  you  haxt  pteucd 
ihe  favourite,  you  will  etjually  please  her  mistress,  whose  sole  wish  is  to  ailbcd 
her  pleasure,  and  who  has  not  the  le^i^t  desire  of  pulling  any  n  i      via  hci 

inclination.     The  only  thing  therofurc  to  1>e  done  is  to  go  to  tb'  id  tbie 

was  the  reason  of  my  coming  hitht-r.  Vuu  nujst  now  icll  mc  up-in  un.n  yoo  wiQl 
resolve.'  '  .My  resolution  is  ^ilrcady  Liken,'  I  replied,  'atHl  I  .-un  ready  to  loQow 
yoti  when  and  wherever  you  choose  to  conduct  mc.'  *  That  is  well,'  said  die 
eunuch ; '  but  you  must  recollect  thai  no  man  is  permitted  to  enter  the  ap&rtsiMni* 
in  the  palace  belonging  to  the  b-i"--  ""i  tliat  you  can  be  i-  ••  .ii..  ^<|  there  ooty 
by  sucn  means  as  will  keep  it  secret.    The  i.--    ■  ^  taken  her 

measures  for  tlie  purpose,  and  j  -n  your  pan  do  c^ .-.        ^  to  f^^tK^■^fr 

it ;  but,  above  all  thiitgs,  you  must  be  discreet,  or  it  may  cost  )-ou  your  U^' 


'I  Mnred  him  that  I  would  do  everything  exactly  as  he  ordered  me.  '  You 
■t  tbm/  he  added. '  this  evening,  at  the  ven-  close  of  day,  go  to  the  mosque 
■Udl  the  Lad)-  Zobcid6  has  ordertxl  to  be  built  on  the  banks  of  the  Tif^is,  and 
l^nmt  wait  tlirrc  tit!  we  <x»mc  to  you.'  I  agreed  to  everything  he  wished,  and 
with  the  grerilest  impatience  till  the  day  was  passed.  \Vhcn  the  evening 
fWIBKtired  I  i.f  I  out  and  went  to  prayers,  which  begun  an  h<mr  and  a  lialf  before 
■uei,  Ji  the  appointed  mosque,  and  remained  there  till  the  very  Ia4L 

*/Jm«»t  immedi.-»iely  after  prayers  I  saw  a  boat  come  to  shore,  in  which  all 
tic  nwcn  were  eunuchs.  They  landed,  and  brought  a  great  number  of  chests 
im»  Ae  mosque.  This  being  done,  they  all  went  an-ay  except  one,  whom  I  soon 
woD||iiied  to  be  the  same  that  had  accompanied  the  lady,  and  who  had  spoken 
wilfc  OK  Ifatt  very  morning.  Directly  after  I  saw  the  lady  herself  come  in,  1  went 
no  fiD  ber.  and  w.-i$  informing  her  that  I  was  ready  to  obey  all  her  orders,  when 
■be  ttid. '  We  have  no  time  to  lose  in  conversation."  She  then  opened  one  of  the 
cteftssMl  ordered  me  to  get  in.  '  It  is,'  she  added,  'absolutely  necessary  both 
ftrjcm  salety  and  mine.  Fear  nothing,  and  leave  me  to  manage  eventhing.'  I 
bad  Kone  too  far  to  recede  at  this  moment ;  I  therefore  did  as  ^hc  desired,  and 
file  traniediaiely  shut  down  the  top  of  the  chest  and  locked  it.  The  eunuch  who 
to  her  confidence  then  railed  the  other  eunuchs  who  had  brought  the  chesti, 
and  ordered  them  to  be  carried  on  board  the  boat  a^'ain.  The  lady  and  the  eunuch 
cmbtriicd.  and  Ihey  began  to  row  towards  the  apartments  nf  ifobeid^. 


MO 
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**  While  I  was  in  this  situation,  I  had  the  leisure  to  make  the  most  serioui 
rejections,  and  conbidcring  die  dan^jer  1  was  in,  1  n.*]x-nccd  most  hcaruljr  dt 
having  cxpiiMrd  myself  lo  iL  I  both  swore  and  prayed ;  but  one  was  now  u 
equally  useless  .ind  out  of  season  .is  the  other. 

"The  bcui  came  lo  shore  exactly  before  the  gate  of  the  caliph's  paLice  ;  dwy 
landed  the  rhcst<;,  which  were  all  carried  lo  the  apartment  of  the  ofticcr  of  ibc 
eunuchs,  nho  keeps  the  key  of  that  belonging  to  the  ladies, and  who  never  penmu 
anything  to  be  carried  in  wiiliout  having  hrst  examined  iL  The  officer  was  gooo 
to  bed,  and  it  was  therefore  necessary  to  wake  him  and  make  him  get  up.  He 
was,  however,  excessi%-ety  out  of  humour  at  having  hi:a  rest  thus  disturbed  ami 
broken  in  upon.  He  quarrcllct]  u-tth  the  favourite  because  she  returned  »o  hie. 
'  You  shall  not  hnish  your  bu^inc<>3  so  soon  as  you  think,'  said  he  to  her, '  for  not 
oneofthcsechcsts  shall  pass  till  I  have  opened  and  examined  them  most  narrowhr,' 
He  at  the  s.imc  tin\e  commanded  the  eunuch  to  bring  ihcm  to  him,  one  after  tne 
other,  that  he  might  open  them.  They  began  by  taking  that  in  which  I  was  Aa: 
up,  and  set  It  down  b«ore  him.  At  this  i  was  more  tcmtied  than  I  cm  cxpnas, 
and  thought  the  last  moment  of  my  life  was  appro-iching. 

"  The  favounte,  who  had  the  key,  declared  sne  would  not  give  it  him,  nor  sttdcr 
that  chest  to  be  opened.  *  Vou  very  wcU  know.'  she  said,  'that  I  do  not  briu 
anything  in  here  Init  what  is  for  our  mistress,  Zubcid^.  This  chest  is  &Ued  win 
very  valuable  articles  that  have  been  entrusted  to  me  by  some  merchants  i^ 
are  just  arrived-  There  are  also  a  great  m-iny  bottles  of  water  from  (he  fountain 
of  Zem/em  .it  Mecca,  and  if  any  one  of  them  should  h^ippen  to  be  broken,  all 
the  other  things  will  be  spoiled,  and  you  will  have  to  be  answerable  for  them. 
The  wife  of  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful  too  will  know  how  to  punish  ywir 
insolence.'  She  spoke  this  in  so  peremptor>-  a  tone  that  tlie  ofRccr  had  not 
courage  lo  persist  in  his  resolution  of  opening  either  the  chest  in  which  I  wa*, 
or  any  of  the  others,  *  Get  along,  then,  he  angrily  cried  out ;  '  go.'  The  door 
of  the  ladies'  apartment  was  immediately  opened,  and  the  chests  were  all  carried 
in. 

"They  were  scarcely  deposited  there  before  I  suddenly  heard  the  cry  oL, 
'  Here 's  the  caliph  ;  the  caliph  is  corner'  These  words  increased  my  fears  to  a 
still  greater  degree,  and  I  was  almost  ready  to  die  on  the  spoL  tt  was  in  &a 
the  caliph  himself  'What  ha^-c  you  got  in  those  chests?'  said  he  to  the  faroariUk 
•  Commander  of  tlic  Faitliful,'  she  replied,  *thcy  are  some  stuffs  lately  arrivrd. 
which  your  m-ijesty's  Ijdy  wishes  to  have  shown  to  her.'  *Opcn  them,'  said  he. 
*and  let  me  see  thein  .ilso.'  She  endeavoured  lo  excuse  herself  by  s^vittg  they 
Nvere  only  lit  for  females,  and  that  it  would  deprive  Zobeidi^  of  tlie  fiicststtn  of 
seeing  them  before  any  one  else.  *  Open  them,  I  tell  you,'  he  answcrvd  j  *  I 
command  >-ou.'  She  still  remonstrated,  and  said  that  the  oueen  would  be  very 
angry  if  she  did  as  his  majesty  ordered.  '  No,  no,'  he  replt«l,  *  1  will  pnuobo 
you  that  she  shall  not  reproach  you  ;  only  open  them,  and  do  not  make  ino  wmk 
so  long.' 

"  It  was  then  absolutely  necessary  to  obey.  Mv  fears  were  again  excited ;  and 
I  tremble,  even  now,  cvwy  time  I  think  of  it  The  caliph  seated  himicll^  and 
the  favourite,  ordering  all  the  chest:>,  one  after  the  other,  to  be  broo^M,  opcmd 
them,  .ind  dUplayed  the  stuffs  before  him.  In  order  to  prulonff  theoasincts «s 
much  as  possible,  she  pointed  out  to  him  the  peculiar  beaulic>  o?  esch  individudJ 
ttulT,  in  hopes  of  tiring  his  patience  quite  out  ;  but  she  did  not  succeed-  As  the 
f.iVDuritc  was  not  leas  anxious  than  m>-self  not  to  haw  that  chest  n[iencd  in  wfakh 
I  was,  she  did  not  hurry  in  having  the  chests  brought  to  her.  There  now  rcnuuacsl 
only  one  to  examine.  *  Come,'  said  the  ciliph. '  let  us  make  hasle  and  fimsb;  «c 
have  only  now  to  see  what  is  in  tliat  chest.'  At  tliis  insLint  I  knew  not  whrtfacr 
1  was  alive  ur  de.id.  nor  could  I  possibly  hope  to  escape  so  great  a  dancer. 

"  When  the  f.ivourite  saw  that  the  raliph  was  determined  she  sboold  open  the 


clicst  m  Mrhich  1  was,  she  said,  *  Your  maj«ty  must  absolutely  excuse  mc,  and 
txicivt  ti<>  nie  the  favour  not  to  see  what  is  in  that  chc^l ;  there  are  some  things 
^g.^-  1-  i  >inot  show,  except  m  the  presence  of  the  queen  my  mistress.*  '  WcU, 
iJ,  1  ihc  caliph,  'I  am  coniem ;  let  them  carrj'  the  chests  in.'     The 

CL*i.^  -  .  ..mnctl lately  took  them  up,  and  pUccd  them  in  her  chamber,  where  I 
AK^*^  begun  as  it  were  to  breathe. 

**  At  ioem  as  Uje  eunuchs  who  brought  the  chests  in  were  retired,  she  <^uickly 

ap«nr<l  that  in  which  I  was  a  prisoner.    *  Come  out,'  she  cried,  and  showing  me 

A  stajrcaw:  which  led  to  a  chamber  above, '  Go  up,  and  wait  for  me  there.'     She 

bad  hardly  shut  the  door  after  me  when  the  ciliph  came  in,  and  sat  down  upon 

ilie  very  chest  m  which  I  had  been  locked  up.    The  motive  of  this  visit  was  a 

ccTtam  fit  of  curiosity,  whirh  did  not  in  the  least  relate  to  me.    This  prince  only 

vristtcd  to  ask  the  favourite  some  questions  as  to  what  she  liad  seen  and  hear.i 

in  the  city.    TIicn'  converged  a  long  time  together ;  he  at  last  left  her,  and  vent 

ba^  to  his  own  apartment. 

•*She  *as  no  sooner  at  liberty  than  she  came  into  the  apartment  in  which  I 

wa^and  tnadc  a  thousand  excuses  for  the  alarms  she  had  caused  me.     'My 

anxiety  and  fear,'  she  said, '  was  not  less  than  your  ovra.    Of  this  you  ou^t  no: 

to  (loubt,  since  1  suffered  both  for  you,  from  my  great  regard  for  you,  and  for 

ttyadf,  on  account  of  the  great  danger  I  ran  from  a  discovery.    Any  other  in  my 

|i6cB  would  not.  I  think,  have  hau  the  address  and  courage  to  extricate  thcm- 

mIila  from  so  delicate  a  situation.     It  requiretl  not  less  boldness  than  presence 

<rf  vutxl.  c»r  rather  it  uas  necessary  to  feel  the  love  for  you  I  do,  to  get  out  of  such 

11  ci^i'i,,-i,iMment ;  but  compose  yourself  now,  there  is  nothing  more  to  fear* 

it  emcnained  ourselves  some  lime  with  mutual  proofs  of  our  affection, 

v.ud,  *yoii  want  repose ;  you  arc  to  sleep  here,  and  1  will  not  fail  to 

^^•cm  you  to  my  mistress,  Zobeidi,  some  time  to-morrow.    This  is  a  very  easy 

vntler,  a»  the  caliph  is  with  her  only  at  night.'     Encotir-tged  by  this  account,  I 

"itpt  nith  the  greitesi  tranquillity,  or  if  my  rest  was  at  all  interrupted,  it  was  by 

4e  pleuant  itfeas  that  arose  in  my  mind  from  the  thoughts  of  possessing  a  lady 

*fBniucb  understanding  and  bcaut>'. 

"The  next  mominjr,  before  the  favourite  of  Zobeidt  introduced  me  to  her 
<MMn*s,  she  instructed  me  how  1  ought  to  conduct  mj-self  in  her  presence.  She 
■'bmed  mc  almost  word  for  word  what  Zobeidi  would  .isk  me,  and  dictated 
MA  ifiswcrs  as  I  should  make  to  her.  She  then  led  mc  into  a  hall,  when; 
twytfainj;  was  very  magnificent,  very  rich,  and  very  appropriate.  I  had  not 
fcwn  kmn  there  before  twenty  fenwlc  slaves  of  a  certain  age.  all  dressed  in  rich 
Md  aniform  habits,  r.ime  out  from  the  cabinet  of  Zobcidi,  and  immcdialclv 
iMged  themselves  before  the  throne  in  two  equal  rows,  with  the  greatest  modesty 
Udpnipncty.  They  were  followed  by  twenty  other  female  slaves  very  young. 
ni  dressed  exactly  like  the  ttr^t.  with  this  difference  only,  that  their  dresses  n-erc 
■■ch  Btycr.  Zobeidi  appeared  in  the  midat  of  the  latter  with  the  most  majcstir 
tk,  MB  was  so  loadea  with  jewels  that  she  could  scarcely  walk.  She  M-cnt 
'VaadUktely  and  scaled  herself  upon  the  throne.  I  must  not  forget  to  mention 
*W  her  favourite  lady  accompanied  her,  and  remained  standing  close  on  her 
m*!  hxnd.  while  the  female  slaves  were  crowded  all  togethcT  at  a  greater  distance 
^both  Mdes  the  lhn>ne. 

'As  »on  as  the  consort  of  the  caliph  was  seated,  the  slaves  who  came  in  first 

^ye  a  sign  for  me  to  approach.     I  advanced  in  the  midst  of  two  ranks,  which 

•^  fonned  for  that  ptirpose,  and  prostrated  mj-self  tilt  my  head  touched  the 

jf^pct  which  was  under  the  feet  of^  the  princess.    She  ordered  me  to  rise,  and 

™*«iiwJ  me  so  f«T  .-is  to  aak  my  n.-\n*e,  my  family,  and  the  stite  erf  my  fortune  : 

y^^amwcCT  ID  all  of  which  I  ga»-c  her  perfect  satisfaction.    T  was  confident  of 

*»«i,o«  only  from  her  manner,  but  from  a  thousand  kind  thin|js  she  had  the 

^^Jescension  to  say  to  mc    '  I  have  great  satisfaction,'  said  she,  *  in  finding  thai 


^^^ 


i 


my  daughter '  (this  was  the  title  by  which  she  distinguished  bcr  favourite)—'  U 
as  such  I  shall  ever  reg.ird  her  after  the  care  I  have  uken  of  her  cducition — 
nude  such  a  thoire.    1  entirely  approve  of  ii,  and  a^ree  lo  vour  m-iriMijc.    I  w 
myself  give  orders  for  the  preparations  nccessar>'  in  this  affair.     Iiui  beforv 
I  ceremony  takes  place,  I  have  occasion  for  my  daughter  for  the  nc\:  i-ti  <V. 
[ami  during  this  time  1  will  ukc  an  opportunity  of  spealcing  to  ilie  j 

obtain  his  consent ;  tiU  this  period  has  passed,  you  aiiaU  remain  heri-  ,i| 

be  well  taken  care  of.' 

•*  1  spent  thc>c  ten  days  in  the  female  apartments,  and  during  the  whole  of  this 
lime  I  was  deprived  of  the  ple.isure  of  seemg  the  favourite  even  for  one  moment ; 
but  I  ^vas  :>o  well  treated  through  her  orders^  that  I  had  great  reason  to  be  satis- 
fied in  cver>  other  respect. 

"  Zohiiitih,  in  the  meaniime,  informed  the  caliph  of  the  dctcrmiiuiion  ihc  had 
taken  to  iixarryher  favouriie,  and  this  prince  not  onlyleA  her  at  hberty  to 
tlie  pleased  in  this  matter,  but  even  gave  a  targe  sum  of  money  f«»r  a 
Tlie  intermediate  time  at  length  elapsed,  and  Zowidt  had  got  a  pr(»i»er  c 
of  marriage  prepared  with  all  the  neccs5ar>'  farms,  Prci>aratitins  for  the  nu; 
were  made  ;  musicians  and  dancers  of  both  sexes  were  ordered  to  hold 
selves  in  readiness,  and  nine  days  Wfire  spent,  in  which  the  greamt  yoy  and 
festivit)'  reigned  tlu-oughout  the  palace.  The  tenth  «*as  the  day  appoin 
the  concluding  ceremony  of  the  marriage.  The  favourite  wtis  conducted  i 
on  one  ^ide,  and  I  lo  one  on  the  other.  In  ttie  evening  1  sat  down  to  La 
the>'  served  me  with  all  sorts  of  dishes  and  ragouts ;  and  am'-iiig  other 
there  was  a  ragout  made  with  garlic,  similar  lo  tliat  of  which  yitu  have  now 
me  lo  partake.  1  found  it  so  cccelleni  thai  I  hardly  touched  any  other  dish, 
unfortunately  for  mc,  when  I  rose  from  table,  I  satisfied  myself  with  unlv  wip.^ 
my  hands,  instead  of  well  washing  them  :  this  was  a  negligence  that  I  beltevv! 
had  never  been  before  guilty  of. 

"As  it  was  now  night,  they  supplied  the  place  of  daylight  by  a  gmnd  illumina- 
tion in  all  the  ladies'  apartments.  Instruments  of  music  resounded  thmugh  the 
building  ;  they  danced,  thev  played  a  thousand  sports,  and  all  the  |>dUic«  tt>- 
echoed  with  exclamations  o^  joy  and  pleasure.  They  inirodiired  my  bride  aikd 
myself  into  a  large  hall,  where  we  were  seated  upon  two  thrones.  The  fei 
who  attended  on  hcrch-tnged  her  dress  several  times,  as  was  the  general  prac 
on  these  occasions  ;  and  they  also  painted  her  (ace  in  different  «-ays  accord 
to  a  custom  peculiar  to  the  day  of  marriage.  Every  time  they  thus  changed 
dress,  they  presented  her  to  me. 

"When  atl  iliese  ceremonies  were  finished,  the>*  conducted  us  into  the  bridal 
chamber,  where  we  M'cre  no  sooner  left  by  ourselves  than  I  apppi  >'1"--1  ">v  bride 
to  embrace  her.     But  instead  of  reluming  my  transports,  Mie  i  loilsed 

me,  and  uUled  out  in  the  most  lamentable  and  violent  manner 
the  women  all  rushed  into  the  apartment,  desirous  of  leammg  the  teaMiti 
screams.   As  for  myself,  my  astonishment  was  .so  great  that  I  sioocl  quitt- 
less,  vithoul  having  ei-en  power  to  ask  the  cause  of  alt  ihis.  '  W  hat  can 
have  happened  to  you,'  they  said  to  my  bride, '  in  the  short  time  since 
you?  Inform  us,  pray,  that  we  may  help  you.'  'Take  away,' she  cried.* initntidf 
— take  from  my  sight  that  infamous  man  ! '     '  Alas  '.  madam.'  I  cacbimcd, '  how 
can  I  possibly  have  deservedly  incurred  your  anger  ? '     *  You  are  a  vdUm  ; '  said 
she,  in  the  greatest  r.igc.     '  You  liavc  eaten  of  garlic,  and  have  not  wnihed  yam 
bands.     Do  you  think  I  will  buffer  a  man  who  can  be  girilty  of  so  dirty 
filthy  a  neeligencc.  lo  approach  and  stifle  me  with  his  emhraces  ?    Lay  ' 
the  ground.'  she  added,  speaking  to  the  women,  'ami  hnng  me  a  wbijx' 
immcdi.itely  threw  me  down  ;  and  while  some  held  me  bv  the  arms,  and 
by  the  feet,  my  nHlc,  who  had  been  very  diligently  attended  to,  beat  me  »itl 
the  least  mercy  as  long  as  she  hati  any  Mrcngth  remaining.    Sbe  ilien  said  to 
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dw  iaraafn.  *  Tnk*-  him  in  nn  officer  of  the  police.  And  order  him  lo  cut  off  that 
haad  "  ■'  --cirwiih  theK>rik;  nupout.' 

*Ai  ■-tl,'  Merciful  (k»d  I  I  h.ive  l»een  beaien  and  whippe<L 

sad  to  t.iiinutcie  i:iy  :iii:.j<iiiiine  I  am  still  furtlier  |Kintilied  by  having  my  h«na 
cat  off;  aDonll  (orw-hat?  Because  1  hn\c  CiitcQ  ofu  ragoul  DlMC  with  gnrlk. 
MUl  have  forroticn  to  wash  m^  hamU  I  What  a  tndintt  cauK  fur  such  anger  and 
nwenga  !    Fhit^uc  on  ibc  garlic  raeoat  I    I  wiih  that  UK  cook  that  nude  it,  and 
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■EwTY  one  ol  the 

abwlv-: ri 

talk  of 

Wher,  •  ^ 

6om  mx  undenund  how 

■»lll<Cl  t^.-'f   t^<  \tniT   i.uA 

noocr 

the  rr 

IhI  m-1'  ■  breeding  that 

mtn  li'  ■  •ii<xl  by  till*  fti 


the  botiDtn  of  the  wa  I' 

:,  who  were  present^  and  had  seen  me 

\-ery  much  when  they  heard  ihc  tavouritc 

ilear  tiater  and  my  fiood  Udy.*  said  they 

M  (ar.     It  ii  true  that  he  is  a  man  who 

titniKir,  And  whn  seems  ignorant  of  the 

:    u  you,  Iw»rc*-er.  not  to  laltiB  any  further 

milted,  but  io pardon  him.'    *  1  uti)  not  yet  <h'i[i^tedt' 

m  U>'»  ItJ  live,  in-l  thill  he  should  iMur  turh  power- 

^■ci  «i  lonjc  ai  he  lives.'    They 

themieUe*  at  her  fcet^and 


Uiitas  bcf  ti4tiiJ, '  My  gr<od  bidv,  ilic>  cited, '  in  the  name  of  God,  modenta 
jnvr  anfcr*  and  i:rant  a^  the  (acour  wQ  a&k  of  you.'  She  did  not  answer  ibcm  a 
tkagjlt  word,  but  t:ot  up.  and  after  abutuii;  me  again,  went  out  of  tbo  apttrtmOBL 
All  the  women  followed  her,  and  left  mc  quite  alone  in  the  greatest  afltctlos 
[aaBBabie. 

**  I  maamcd  here  ten  diy«  without  n*cr  seeing  a  soal  except  an  oU  sla\'e.  who 
hnWMliI  nil  iiimi  iliiii].  lij  iii)  nffiiinl  I  asked  her  for  sotnc  inf-i'^  ■  -  Sout 
IhcnvDoiiti-.   *  SIk-  i«  vrty  ill,'  Uio  said,  'on  aecuunt  of  the  poiwi  yOU 
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made  her  breathe.    \Vhy  did  you  not  ukc  care  to  wash  your  hands  after 
of  ihai  dislwliia)  raifoul  ?  '     *  is  it  pai>siblt',  then/  I  answered,  'that  the 
■nd  srn5it»lily  of  thr^e  ladies  is  so  grciil,  and  thai  they  can  be  so  Wndtctire 
SO  slight  ii  fiiiiU  ?'     I  neverthele45  siill  loved  my  wife  in  .spite  of  hei  emelty. 

"  One  d.iy  the  old  slave  said  to  me, '  Voiir  bndc  ts  cured  ;  she  is  gone  to  tlic 
bath  ;  And  she  lold  mc  that  &he  iniendcd  to  come  and  visit  you  io>momnr. 
Have,  therefore,  a  little  |utien<-e.  and  endeavour  to  aircommodate  yourself  to  her 
humour.  She  is  very  wise,  and  mdeed  vcr>'  reasonable  ;  and  is,  muceover,  tery 
much  beloved  b)-  all  the  females  that  arc  in  the  ser\-ice  of  Zobeid^,  our  respACt- 
aUe  mistress.' 

"  My  wife,  in  fact,  came  to  see  mc  the  next  day,  and  she  immediately  said  t9^ 
[»e, '  You  must  think  me  very  good  to  come  and  see  you  again,  alter  the  offen 
[you  have  given  roc  ;  but  1  cannot  bring  myself  to  be  reconciled  to  you  till  1  lui 
ipuntshed  yuu  as  you  deserve,  for  not  washing  ^tnir  hands  after  ha\'ing  cMca 
Ithe  raguut  with  garlic'     She  had  no  sooner  s^id   this  than   &he  called  to  *' 
I  women,  who  instantly  entered  And  laid  me  down  upon  the  ground  a- 
Lbcr  orders  ;  and  after  they  had  bound  me,  she  toolc  a  nuor,  and  h  . 
barity  to  cut  otTmv  two  thumbs  and  two  ^reat  t(x:s  with  her  own  hanoi.    yiY\<:  M] 
the  women  immediately  applied  a  ccruin  root  to  stop  the  blood  :  but  this  did] 
no:  prevent  rac  from  fainting  in  consequence  of  botli  the  quantity  1  lost 
llie  remedy  look  effect,  and  Uie  Kreal  p^in  1  suftered. 

"When  I  iccovercd  from  my  fainting- tit,  they  gave  me  some  wine,  i"  - - 
recruit  my  strength  and  spirit*.     'Ah,  madam,'  t  tlicn  said  to  mv 
should  ever  fall  to  my  lot  again  to  parlakeof  a  ragout  with  garlic,  I  s>-. 
th.it,  instead  of  once,  1  will  wash  my  hands  one  hundred  and  m-enty  :  i 
nltcili.  with  the  ashes  of  the  plant  from  which  alkali  i^  made,  and  -lv 
'Well,  then.'  replied  my  wife,  'on  this  condition,  1  will  forget  what  has  pguscd, 
and  live  with  you  as  my  husband.* 

"This  is  the  reason,"  roniinucd  the  merchant  of  Bagdid,  addressing  himself  ta<| 
aU  the  company,  "why  1  refused  to  cat  of  the  garlic  ragtiiit  which  w.is  t<cfore  me. 

"The  women  not  only  applied  the  root  to  my  wounds,  as  1  have  I 
to  stop  the  blood,  but  they  also  put  some  balsam  of  .Mecca  to  them. 
certain  >A  bcmg  unadulterated,  since  it  came  from  the  caliph's  own  store,    I  hit 
the  \iiiucof  liiis  exrcllent  balsam  I  was  perfectly  cured  inavcrj-  few  days.  / 
this,  my  wife  and  I  lived  together  as  happily  as  if  1  had  never  Listed  the  garO^ 
ragout.     As,  ho%ve\er.  I  had  always  Itccn  in  the  habit  of  enjoying  mv  libcrt>',  ll 
b^an  to  grow  excessively  weary  of  (jcinn  constantly  shut  up  m  ihtr  (Kilacc  of  "ti»  | 
caliph :   1  did  not.  however,  give  my  wife  any  reason  10  suspect  th^tt  this  waa  the 
case,  for  fear  of  displeasmg  her.      At  List,  however,  she  (wrceived  it  ;  iKir  mikedj 
did  she  wish  to  leave  the  palace  less  anxiously  ilun  myself    Gr.itiludc  alonvJ 
her  near  Zobcidt.    She  possessed,  however,  both  cour.igc  and  ins«?nuity ;  And 
so  well  represented  to  her  mistress  the  constraint  t  felt  myself  under  in  not  fc 
aWe  to  live  in  the  city  and  associate  with  men  in  a  similar  tuniliium  lo  nt) 
as  Miad  always  been  accustomed   to  do,  that  ihis  cxicUcnt  princr44  tud 
gratilic.it ion  in  depriving  herself  of  the  pleasure  of  having  her  favourite  new 
than  in  not  cnnnilying  with  what  we  both  equallv  wished. 

"  It  w.»s  on  this  account  that  .ibout  a  month  after  mir  marriajj*"'  I  r.nr-  Mv  | 
ceived  my  wife  come  in.  followed  bv  many  eunuchs,  each  of  wh..; 
orm^ey.    Wlicn  they  had  retired,  my  wife  said  to  me. '  You  ha^ 
mmarked  to  me  the  uneasiness  and  langnur  which  so  long  a  r  .  tbvl 

palace  has  ciused  you  ;  but  I  have  nevertheless  perceived  it.  a-  uMtu-j 

nately  found   out  a  method  to  satisfy  vou.     My  mistress  ;;obcidi^  h.i*  p 

1:5  to  leave  the  palace,  and  here  are  fifty  thousand  sequins,  which  «Jie  has  , 

sented  us  with,  that  we  may  bcRin  to  live  rnmfon.thlv  and  commodiovsly  in  tfac 
city.     Take  ten  thousand  and  go  and  purchase  a  house/ 
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"  I  very  toon  found  one  for  this  nun.  and  after  furnishing  it  moft  m.igniri- 
ccntljr  we  went  to  live  thcic  We  iMik  with  u&  a  K^cat  many  sUves  of  both  s^xes, 
and  we  drca*ed  them  in  the  bandsomest  manner  possible.  In  short,  we  began  to 
■vc  tbc  most  plr^Mnl  kind  of  life ;  but,  alas .'  it  was  not  uf  Iodk  Uuraiion.  A* 
tSc  end  of  a  year  my  wife  wu  taken  ill,  and  a  verjr  few  da)-$  put  a  period  to  her 
eu&tmtc; 

"  I  shogid  certainlv  liav-e  marhed  a(riin.  and  continued  to  live  in  the  most 
bociMtnble  manner  at  Ua^d»d ;  but  ibe  desire  1  felt  to  see  the  world  inspired  me 
with  other  vtewm.  1  Mid  my  house,  and  after  purchasing  diflerrnt  sorts  of  n»er- 
rhftTwftw,  I  aicacbed  myself  ton  r.ir?van  and  travelled  into  I'crsia.    From  thence 

I  took  6ie  road  to  Suooraind,  and  at  lost  came  and  esublished  myielf  m  this 
ciiy.- 

**  TUb*  lire,"  uid  ihe  pun-cyor  to  the  Sulun  of  Casf;ar,  '*  is  the  hinory  which 
the  men^nt  of  ILigdad  related  lo  the  company  where  I  was  yesterday.     "  And 

II  traly  comphMs  some  vcr)-  cxtraordinar.-  thin^rs,"  replied  the  sultan,  "  but  yet 
il  IS  not  comparable  to  that  of  mv  little  hunchbacic"  The  Jewish  physician  ibcn 
jdranccd  and  utustiMied  liiniM:!/  before  ilie  thrune  of  the  pnncr.  and  in  ^ettinff 
yp^hr  said  u>  nim, "  If  >oiii  majesty  will  Ivtvc  the  goo(1ne:>s  to  li&tcn  (o  iite,  T 
IfcniT  '■  ':  '  it  \oii  win  be  vcty  ucll  satis6e<l  with  the  hisiar\'  I  shall  luve  the 
boaoui  "  Speak,  then,"  said  the  stdtan  ;  "but  if  it  \tt  not  marc  H-on- 
dcrfid  tiuxi  111.11  of  the  hunchback,  do  nut  hope  1  shall  suffer  thee  to  hve." 


THE  STORY  TOLD  BY  THE   JEWISH   PHYSICIAN. 


HILE  I  was  Btudyintt  medicine  at  Damascus,  sire,  and  had  even 
bc^n  1        -  ■    -  -■■    ■  .-idmirable  science  with  some  reputation,; 
^U%r  '  (i>r  me,  and  desired  me  to  go  to  the  he 

nMf  -  .viw4.lv.  Lily  to  vt>il  ajierson  wbowaslIL    1  acci 

I  <nd  w»«  introduced  inioachamber.ttbcft  I  perceived ; 

.1  very  »■-■ "inn  man,  Imi  ^vf'-'"*"'''^"  *c>'  much  depressed  fromi 

tl»c  pdtn  he  w.iib  'fcuHcnn);.     1  ^aluii  i  wrni  .ind  sat  <!awa  by  Usj 

skle.     He  irlurned  no  answer  tout;  n,  bui  i-vnrp-.'^tl  to  me  bv 

a  look  th*l  he  underuixjd  nw  and  was  ^raietul  for  .  v    "  Will 

you  (I'l  rir  il)r>  favour,  sir,"  I  said  to  him,  "to  frtit  ■"  <  nul.  tlut  I 

na,  putMf     Then,  iiistead  of  Kivinjf  me  litB  rtjjhi  hand,  as  ifti 

the  "  'Oi,  he  presented  his  left  to  me.     This  .iirnnithed  me  very' 

moch.     " iurcly,"  thought  I,  "it  is  a  mark  of  aimn  nc  not  to 

know  that  it  is  the  consliint  custom  always  to  presc.  .  i  hand  to  a 

phy^dan."     '•  howe\-er,  felt  his  pulse,  wrote  a  pttactipbun.  and  llu»i 

*«*  my  iKi\-e.  .        .  ,  , 

I  continued  to  nsit  him  siicce^Mvrlv  for  nine  days:  and  cimy  ittni 
thai  I  wished  to  feel  his  pi.Ise.he  stil!  presented  his  left  hand  t..  mfc   OftI 
■         the  tenth  dav  he  ni«>e.nml  to  lie  ^  much  lecoverttl  thai  I   lold  him  he 
had  DO  more  <>cr,i-.inn  f'>r  me.  or  indeed  for  an«irm«  <^  >«'•  ^<l^  »»  ""^  jf?" 
The  Jtn^mcr  of  )  who  *a,  pre«cnt,  in  orcW  to  iwovc  bow  vcnr  wdl  he 

WM  satisfied  wu  rs  and  conduct.  m.ndr  me  P"t  o"  a  n*^"  robe  in  bis 

prwcfwre.  nnd  apj..  n-.icd  mp,  on  the  spot,  physician  to  the  h.>si»iul  «l  the  crtjr, 
and  phvsifian  in  onIin.ir\  to  hi«  o«ti  house,  wberr  I  imcht  viMt  wlie»rT«  1 
Jjfctsed;  as  there  would  constantly  1*  .t  pl.i       r  '    '     *  hit  table  ft*  me. 

The  younn  man  also  jpivc  mc  mjiny  pro"t  is  and  irtnirMrd  me 

teacamtpanyhrmtothe  Kith    I  >'  '  -■•'  .:""«  '"  «"'•  •'*"  ilavct 

Wd  itndressetl  htm.  I  tirrrrived  t  u\  hand.    I  even  tnn^rkcd 

Alt  if  had  not  been  long  cut  off .  ...~i u.i  the  cause  ^  his  disease, 
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which  he  hid  concealed  from  me  :  and  that  while  the  most  proper  a'  ^ 
were  used  to  cure  his  arm  as  quickly  as  possible,  tlkuy  ottty  called  me  in  lo 
vent  any  bad  consequences  arising  from  a  fever  which  had  come  on.  I  was 
astonished  and  afflicted  lo  $ec  him  in  that  condition.  Nor  could  mycountenAiice 
conceal  die  stale  of  my  mind.  The  ynuny  man  rCTn;irk.ed  it.  and  said  to  mc, "  Do 
not  be  surprised  at  seeing  me  wiihout  my  right  hand ;  I  will  one  day  inform  you 
how  it  liappcned,  and  you  will  tlien  hear  a  most  wonderful  and  su-aDgc  adventure." 

When  we  came  from  the  bath,  we  sat  down  to  table  and  began  to  converse 
gether.     He  asked  me  if  he  might,  without  cndan^^erin^  his  health,  take  a  w, 
out  of  the  city  toihegardcnof  the  governor  :  I  replied  ilat  it  would  be  very  bei 
ficiat  to  him  to  go  into  the  air.  "  If  so,"  said  lie, "  and  you  will  like  to  accomi 
mc,  I  will  there  relate  my  history."     I  told  him  I  was  at  his  disposal  for  the 
of  the  day.    He  immediaielv  ordered  his  people  lo  prepare  a  slight  collation, 
we  set  out  for  the  garden  o^  the  governor.    After  walking  two  or  three  times  rou: 
the  garden,  and  after  sealing  ourselves  on  a  carpel,  which  his  people  spread  under 
a  tree  that  fonncd  a  delightful  slude,  the  young  man  thus  began  the  rcUtioo  of 
his  history : 

*'  I  was  bom  at  Moussout,  and  am  of  a  family  which  is  one  of  the  most  con- 
siderable in  that  city.  My  father  was  the  eldest  of  ten  children  :  but  aznoogsl 
this  number  of  brothers  he  was  the  only  one  who  had  any  offspring,  ajid  I  was 
his  only  child.  He  took  great  pains  u-ith  my  education,  and  had  iiic  taught  cverr- 
tbtng  with  which  a  boy  in  my  situation  of  Jtfe  ought  lo  be  acquainted. 

"  I  v!A%  grown  up,  and  began  to  associate  with  the  world,  when  one  Friday  I 
went  to  llic  noonday  prayers  in  the  great  mosque  of  Moussoul  with  my  father  and 
my  uncles-  After  the  prayers  were  oi-er,  everj-  one  retired  excepting  my  £tther  and 
my  uncles,  who  seated  themselves  on  the  carpet,  which  covered  the  whole  floor 
of  the  mo<K]ue.  I  sat  down  with  chem.  and  discoursing  on  various 
the  conversation  insensibly  turned  on  travels.  They  praised  the  beau 
pecuUariticsof  somckingdoms.andof  ihcirprincipal  towns:  buloncof  ni 
said,  that  if  one  mifjht  believe  the  account  of  an  infinity  of  travellers,  there 
not  in  the  world  a  more  beautiful  country  than  EgNT)!,  lo  which  all  umvcr 
;^recd.  What  he  related  of  il  gave  mc  such  vast  ideas,  that  I  from  that  mom< 
^^med  the  wish  of  travelling  thither.  AU  that  my  other  uncles  could  say  m  gi 
the  preference  to  Bagdad  and  the  Tigris,  calling  Bagdad  the  true  abode  of  the 
Mussulman  religion,  and  the  metropolis  of  idl  the  cides  in  the  world, did  nut  make 
half  so  much  im[>ressi()ft  an  mc. 

My  father  mamtained  the  s.iinc  opinion  with  that  brother  who  had  spoken  in 
favour  of  Eg)pi,  which  caused  me  verj  great  pleasure.  '  Let  people  say  what 
ihey  will,'  cried  he ;  'he  who  lias  not  seen  Egypt  has  not  seen  the  greatest  won- 
der in  the  world.  The  earth  is  all  gold,  ihat  is  to  say,  so  fertile,  thai  it  enriches 
the  inhabiunts  beyond  conception.  AU  the  wnmen  enchant  you  eiilicr  by  their 
beauty  or  their  agreeable  manners.  If  you  mention  the  Nile,'  what  riv-er  can  be 
tttorc  delighthjl?  What  water  was  ever  so  pure  -ind  delicious?  Tlie  mud  thil 
remains  after  its  overflowings  enriches  the  ground,  which  produces  wiih<Mt  any 
trouble  a  llnjusand  times  more  than  other  countries  do,  with  alt  ihc  Lib^Mir  thu 
il  costs  to  cultivate  them.  If  you  cast  your  eyes  on  the  isUnd  whi-ih  is  fo' 
by  the  two  largest  brLinchcs  of  the  Nile,  what  a  variety  >.if  verdure  will 
ihem  !  Wh.it  a  beaute«:iu5  enamel  of  all  kinds  of  fluwers  !  What  a  wt 
quantity  of  cities,  tnwns,  canals,  and  a  thousand  other  pleasing  ob)ects  '  If 
turn  on  the  other  side  looking  towards  Ethiopia,  how  many  subjects  for  adra' 
lion  !  1  can  only  compare  the  verdure  of  the  many  meadows,  watered  b>" 
various  canals  in  die  island,  to  the  brilliancy  of  emeralds  set  in  silver.  Is 
Cairo  the  larjjcst,  ihc  richest,  tlic  most  populous  city  in  the  universe? 
magnificent  the  editices.  as  wcU  private  as  public  I  If  )'au  go  to  the 
you  are  lost  in  astonishment ;  )-ou  remain  speechless  at  the  sight  of  i: 
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■omnus  nussn  or  sione,  which  lose  their  lofty  summits  in  the  clouds  :  j-ou  arc 
farad  tM  confesi  thai  the  Pharaohs,  who  employed  *o  many  men  and  such  im- 
■BM  r.cltcs  in  chv  cuniitruction  of  tlicm,  surpassed  all  the  monarchs  who  havo 
Mccecdoi  ihem.  not  only  in  Egypt,  but  over  the  whole  world,  in  magnificence 
aad  in^tnlion,  by  leaving  monument;*  so  worthy  of  them.  These  monuments, 
winch  ;ire  so  ancient  that  the  learned  are  at  a  loss  to  fix  the  period  of  their 
ocUiuQ,  siil]  brave  the  ravages  of  time,  and  will  remain  for  ages.  1  say  noihiog 
rfihe  nuniime  tuwns  of  the  Idngdiim  of  Eg>'pt,  such  as  Damietta,  Rosetu,  and 
Alaandru,  nhrrc  so  many  nations  traffic  for  various  kinds  of  grain  and  stuffs, 
nd  a  ihMuand  oilier  things  for  the  comfort  and  pleasure  of  mankind.  I  speak 
flf  il  fttnn  know  injr  the  place  ;  I  spent  some  years  of  my  youth  there,  which  1 
ibll  (■■  ■  Uic  happiest  of  my  hfe.' 

"M  ■''  nothing  tu  say  in  reply  to  my  father,  and  agreed  to  all  he  had 

nitl  at^.'i:;  irn_-  mIit.  Cairo,  and  ihe  whole  of  the  kingdom  of  Eg)"?^  As  for  me, 
niyini.ij:m.iiion  w.>s  so  tilled  witli  it,  tiiat  1  could  not  sleep  all  night.  A  short 
mac  after,  my  uncles  also  evinced  how  much  they  had  been  struck  with  my 
Mwr"*  discourse.  Tliey  all  proposed  to  him  to  travel  into  Eg>-pt ;  he  accepted 
At  piupnsal,  and  .is  they  were  nch  merchants,  they  rcsoKxd  to  take  willi  llieui 
MCfa  goods  as  tliey  might  dispose  of  »ilh  profit.  I  heard  of  Uicir  preparations 
fa-ilic  ii.uttiov  and  I  went  to  my  father  to  entreat  him,  with  tears  in  my  eyes, 
16  ptr  comnany  them,  and  to  allow  me  a  stock  of  merchandise  to  sell 

•  ffi*  I  .It.    '  Voii  are  too  young,' said  he,  'to  undertake  such  a  journey  ; 

fte  Uti^ue  would  be  too  much  for  you  ;  besides  which,  I  am  persuaded  you 
*(«U  be  a  loser  by  your  bargains.'  This  speech  did  not  diminish  my  desire  of 
•"^dlinc  :  I  eng.ngcd  my  uncles  to  intercede  for  me  with  my  father,  and  they  at 
kuh  DDt^incd  hi^  |>t:n]iission  that  I  should  go  as  far  as  Damascus,  where  they 
"Wd  leave  me,  whilst  they  contmucd  their  journey  into  Eg>'pt.  '  The  city  of 
iWliCiK!.'  said  my  father,  'has  m.iny  beauties,  and  he  must  be  salisiied  that  I 
^him  leave  lo  gn  thus  far.'  However  strong  my  inchn.'ition  was  to  see  Kgj'pt 
■An*  the  account*  I  heard,  I  was  obliged  to  relmqui&h  the  thought,  fur  he  was  my 
Either,  and  I  Mibmittcd  to  bis  wiU. 

"1  set  oflf  from  .Moussoul  with  my  father  and  my  uncles.   We  traversed  Meso- 

Mifflia,  crossed  the  Euphrates,  and  arrived  at  Aleppo,  where  wc  remained  a 

•r»davs.  and  from  ihcncc  proceeded  to  Damascus,  tlie  first  appearance  of  which 

mne^y  wir^riscd  inc.     We  all  lodged  in  the  same  khan.     J  here  saw  a  large 

»d  weH^fortLlitfl  city,  populous,  and  inhabitctl  by  civilized  people.    Wc  passed 

aame  davs  in  visiting  the  delightful  gardens  which  adorn  the  suburbs,  and  wc 

4p«cd  tKal  what  w,is  said  of  Damascus  was  tnie — that  it  was  in  the  midst  of 

^Kadise.     .-Vftcr  stasmg  some  time,  my  uncles  began  to  think  of  proceeding  on 

Aeir  joomc)'.  having  first  taken  care  to  dispose  of  my  mtirchandise,  which  they 

dU  to  ad^.int.ijr'.ijsly  that  I  gained  a  considerable  sum,  the  possession  of  which 

(ivv  m  'i^'h't. 

*  My  my  uncles  left  me  at  Damascus,  and  continued  their  journey. 

AAer  tbeif  depuruire.  I  was  vcr>*  careful  not  to  spend  my  money  in  useless  things. 
I,  fcowerer,  hirrrl  a  magnificent  house  ;  it  was  built  entirely  of  marble,  and  onia- 
oKntei)  <»r.ir  p-ninnir,:^.  and  there  was  a  garden  attached,  in  which  were  some>-ery 
inc  frni"',-"!-'-  I  I'lirniihed  it.  not  indeed  sa  expensively  as  the  magnificence  of 
thr  ■'  but  at  least  suificiently  so  for  a  young  man  of  my  condition. 

It  L-Ionged  to  one  of  the  principal  grandees  of  the  city.  n.imcd 

McKi.iir.  .\r.r..-iir-».xim.  and  it  w.ts  then  the  property  of  a  rich  jeweller,  to  whom 
I  paid  anlr  two  schenfs  fabout  ten  shillings)  a  month  for  the  use  of  iL     I  had  a 

muacft.  -    '  C't  9er\-anls,  and  lived  well.    I  sometimes  invited  my  acquaini- 

aace  km  nc.and  cKrcasionally  partook  of  entertainments  at  their  houses. 

Thai  I  i.'.i-M  -i  i->  lime  at  Damascus,  witliout  any  passion  to  disturb  my  repose, 
aad  with  ibc  wridv  of  agreeable  people  for  my  only  pleasure  and  occupation. 
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mc  with  vcuition  lo  have  htm  constanUjr  bdbre  my  cyn, 

happcocd  to  me  Oii^  ik)',  I  am  deicrmtned  not  to  r«- 

ni^^        _  I-.  city.     1  will  wander  wh«rcvcx  my  ill  stars  may  direct 

Id  afaort,  au  KiDn  ai  1  wu  and*  I  took  A9  murh  mciney  as  1  tliuu>:ht  wuuid 

j«  for  my  jnurno-,  and  pive  the  rest  of  my  fotiun«  to  my  rclaiiuns. 

*I  tbfa  *ct  out  fri>ni  ^lat;il.id,  gentlemen,  and  arrived  here.  1  hid  every 
at  leati  to  hope  thai  rvhould  not  hare  mei  with  thi«  mitciiievou^  barber 
M  a  coufttiy  »o  dutani  tram  my  own,  and  1  now  ducovcr  him  in  your  compAnvl 
Be  KK,  therefore,  turpriKd  at  my  an\iciy  and  cagcn>cis  to  retire.  You  may 
'  odT  the  pamful  scnsauon*  the  siKhi  of  this  man  causes  me,  (Jitou^h  wliosc 
I  became  lame  ud  ms  reduced  to  the  ncccutty  of  pvtae  up  my  reld* 
J  tof  tntxtdtf  and  my  country." 
Hmac  nude  his  i^Kcdir  the  Ume  youns  man  got  up  arvd  went  ouL  The 
er  m  the  house  conducted  htm  lo  the  noor,  aisurin;  htm  thai  it  gave  him 
:  paia  to  have  been  the  cause,  thou;^  innocently,  of  »o  ipvai  a  mortificatioiL 

tlie  vounj;  man  wat  gone  (continued  the  tailor),  wc  idtl  r^ ».-.(  ,-ery 

utooisned  at  hw  history.     We  cast  our  e>-e5  towanU  the  b.i  ''Id 

that  te  had  done  wrong,  if  wjjnt  we  had  ju»t  beard  was  true.        en/ 

be,  raUlnff  hit  hmd,  which  till  now  Tvc  ti.id  kept  towardi  the  Kround, 

*  tba  alsBCe  vrhtch  I  bare  impoted  upon  mvtelf  while  this  vounK  man  was  tell* 

Uf  yon  Us  Hory  onriit  to  prove  to  ynu  thai  he  has  advanircil  notlirn};  tliat  was 

not  ihvlact:  noCwiuaiandinK.  however,  all  thai  he  has  tn(d  you.  I  still  mamtain 

that  I  ouflil  to  have  done  what  I  did,  and  I  lea\-e  you  youneh-c*  to  Judxc  of  IL 

Was  be  not  thrown  into  a  situation  odf  Krcai  danger,  and  without  my  assistance 

woaU  he  to  fonimotdy  have  escaped  Irotn  it?    He  may,  indeed,  think  hiimcU 

«7  beppy  to  have  got  free  from  it  with  only  ■  Ume  leg.    Wjs  I  rwK  exposed  to 

lowch  (rcatcr  danger  in  order  to  get  htm  from  a  houtc  where  1  thougm  be  wM 

a  iD  troted  ?    Has  be,  lheo«  reason  to  complain  of  me,  and  to  attack  8M  vilh 
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so  many  injurious  rp]>roachcs  ?  Vou  see  what  wc  ^t  by  serving  ungntefii] 
people^  He  accuses  me  ff  being  a  chatterer :  it  la  mere  calumfiy.  Of  w^en 
bnnhcR,  of  whom  our  family  consists,  I  .iin  the  vcrj'  otic  who  spcax  %-\ 

yet  who  possesses  the  most  wit.    In  order  to  convince  you  of  ii.gentJc p 

only  to  rcL-itc  then-  history  and  my  own  lo  you.  I  entreat  you  to  lavoui  me  uiUi 
your  attention." 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  BARBER. 

[URINC  the  reign  of  the  Caliph  Mostanser  Billah,  r  prince  so 
for  his  great  libcrahty  towards  ihc  poor,  tlicre  were  ten  robbers, 
very  much  inre<ited  the  roads  in  the  nei};hbuurhood  of  Bajptad^  and 
were  for  a  long  time  i^illy  of  great  dcpretiations  and  horrible  era- 
cities.     The  cjliph  having  been  informed  of  these  great  outram. 
ordered  the  judge  of  the  police,  some  days  beft>rc  the  feasi  of  [lai- 
ram,  to  come  to  him,  and  commanded  him,  under  pain  of  death,  t<- 
bring  them  all  ten  before  him.     TTie  judge  of  the  p^jhro  was  vcr> 
active,  .ind  sent  out  so  many  of  his  men  into  the  cuuntr>'  that  the  ten 
robbers  were  taken  on  the  very  day  of  the  feast.     1  happened  to  he 
walking  at  that  time  on  the  banks  of  the  Tigris,  where  t  obienml 
ten  very  n  ell-dressed  men,  wtio  embarked  on  board  a  boat.    I  should 
ha%'e  known  they  were  robbers  if  I  had  paid  any  attention  to  the 
guard  who  accompanied  them  :   but   I  0DM:rved  only  th«  roUco 
themselves,  and  thinking  ihey  were  men  who  were  going 
themselves  and  pass  this  day  in  festivity,  I  gul  intu  the  l>jnt  .it  the 
with  ihcin,  without  saying  a  word,  in  hopes  that  they  would  suffer  nic  lo  ■«: 
pany  them.    We  rowed  do»'n  the  Tigris,  and  thev  made  u'i  land  at  the  cab; 
palace.    Ily  this  time  I  had  an  opportunity  of  recollectmg  myself,  and  percci 
th-it  I  h.vt  formed  a  uTong  idea  of  my  companions.  When  we  got  out  of  thvl 
wc  were  -surrounded  by  a  fresh  party  of  the  guards  belonging  to  the  judge  of 
police,  who  t>ound  us.  and  carried  us  before  the  caliph.    1  suliercd  m>ic)l  (o  be 
bound  like  the  rest,  slill  without  saying  a  word;  for  what  use  would  it  haw  beta 
to  me  cither  to  have  rcmonstr.iicd  or  made  any  resistance?     It  woald  ooljr  have 
been  the  cause  of  my  being  ill  treated  by  the  guards,  who  would  liarc  pNad  aa 
attention  to  me,  for  (hey  are  brutes,  who  will  not  hear  reason.     I  was  tn  £»ct  wWi 
the  robbers,  and  that  was  quite  enough  for  them  lo  believe  thai  I  really  wxs  one 
As  soon  as  we  were  come  before  the  caliph,  he  ordered  these  ten  rascals  to  be 
punished.    "  Strike  off,"  said  he,  "  the  heads  of  these  ten  robbers."    The  cjnsco- 
tioticr  immediately  r^n;:cd  us  in  a  line,  within  reach  of  his  arm,  and  foftitiuael}' 
1  Hus  the  yen.-  la:it.     He  then,  beginning  with  the  first,  struck  off  ibo  hoMlft  of 
the  ten  robbers  :  but  when  he  came  to  me  he  stopped,     llie  caliph,  obMniaff 
that  the  exe^  utioner  did  not  cut  oft  my  head,  called  out  in  amger,  "  Hav*  I  not 
ordered  thee  to  cut  off  the  heads  of  the  ten  robbers?    Why  hast  thoa  cntoffoAly 
nine  ? ""  "  Commander  of  the  Fwthfiil,"  replied  the  cxecutii>ner, "  God  forbad  thai 
I  should  not  execute  your  majesty's  orders.   You  may  sec  here  ten  boditsoailK 
gn>imd,  and  as  many  heatls,  which  I  have  cut  oflL"   He  then  counted  tbcm.  WhM 
the  caliph  himself  s.iw  that  the  executioner  was  right,  he  looked  at  me  wiCh  as- 
tonishmcnt,  and  lirnlmg  that  I  did  ni'i  possess  thecoimtenance  of  a  roM>er.  **  M* 
good  old  man,"  said  ho,  *'  by  what  accident  were  vou  found  amone  tliese  wretcbcfe. 
who  de5er\eda  thousand  deaths?"   "Commander  of  the  F'aithnil,"  I  replied. **! 
will  tell  you  the  absolute  truth.     I  this  morning  saw  these  ten  pervint,  iHmw 
punishment  is  an  illustrious  proof  of  your  majesty's  justice,  gci  into  a  boat:  betfl( 
fully  per»u.-idcd  tliat  ilirv  were  ptsiple  who  were  going  to  cnioy  themsrisvs  la% 
pany,  to  celebrate  this  Oay,  wlucb  is  the  most  distii^^isbcJ  of  our  fcligioa,  1 
embarked  with  tbera." 
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The  calrph  could  not  help  Inughing  at  my  adventure,  and,  quite  contrary  to  the 

laune  jroua^  man,  who  treated  me  as  a  babbler,  he  admirc<l  my  discretion  and 

power  of  keeping  silence.    "Commander  of  the  Faiibrul,"  said  I  lo  him,  "let 

not  yoar  ma)c«i)-  be  astonished  if  I  hold  my  tongue  upon  an  occasion  when 

anotlier  person  would  have  been  most  anxious  to  have  spoken.     I  make  it  my 

Smjticular  study  to  practise  silence,  and  it  is  from  the  possession  of  this  virtue 

I  have  acquired  the  glorious  tide  of  the  Silent  Man.     I  am  called  thus,  in 

to  distinguish  me  from  i\%  brothers  of  mine.     It  is  an  art  which  my  phi- 

ptoy  has  taught  me  ;  in  short,  this  virtue  is  the  cause  of  all  my  glory  and  my 

jKMSS,"    "  1  heartily  rejoice,"  answered  the  caliph,  smiling, '"  that  they  have 

owed  ft  tide  upon  you,  of  which  you  make  so  excellent  a  u&e.    Iiut  inform  me 

what  •ort  of  men  your  brothers  were.     Did  they  at  all  resemble  you  r "    "  Not  in 

in  tlie  lean,"  i  answered  ;  '*  they  were  every  one  chatterers,  and'  in  person  there 

^*ia  die  greatest  difference  between  us.    The  tirst  was  hunchbacked,  the  second 

^tt  toothless,  tlie  third  was  quite  blind,  the  fourth  had  but  one  eye,  the  tifih  bad 

^eaiscut  otT,  the  sixth  was  hare-hppcd.     Tlie  various  adventures  which  hap- 

feted  to  them  would  enable  your  uiajc^ily  to  judge  of  their  characters,  if  1  might 

■neibe  hon£iur  to  relate  them."  As  I  thought  the  caliph  wished  for  nothing  better 

Alftlo  bCEU*  thcui,  I  went  on,  without  waiting  for  bis  answer. 

THE  STORY  OF  THE  BARBER'S  FIRST  BROTHER. 

Y  eldest  brother,  sire,  who  was  called  Bacbouc  the  Hunch- 
back, was  a  tailor  by  trade.  As  soon  as  his  apprenticeship 
was  finished,  he  hired  a  bhop,  which  happened  to  be  oppo- 
site  a  mill ;  and  as  he  had  not  yet  got  a  great  deal  of  busi- 
ness, he  found  some  difficulty  in  getting  a  livelihood.  The 
miller,  on  the  contrary,  was  very  comfortably  off,  and  had 
also  a  very  beautiful  wife.  As  my  brother  was  one  morn- 
ing working  in  his  shop,  he  happened  to  look  up,  and  perceived 
the  window  of  Uie  mill  open,  and  the  miller's  wife  looking  into 
the  street.  He  thought  her  so  vcr\-  handsome  that  he  was  quite 
enchanted  with  her ;  she,  lioiVcver,  paid  not  the  least  attention 
to  him,  but  shut  the  window,  and  did  not  make  her  appearance 
any  more  that  day. 
tbe  meantime  the  poor  tailor  did  nothing  hut  lift  up  his  head,  and  kept 
towards  the  mill  all  the  time  he  was  at  work.  The  consequence  was  that 
his  fingers  verj-  often,  and  his  work  was  not  tlxai  day  so  neat  and 
imihr  as  osuaL  '\^nien  the  evening  came,  and  he  was  forced  to  shut  up  his  shop, 
ktlml  hardly  resolution  to  set  about  it,  because  be  still  hoped  he  should  again 
■BAcmQIer'fl  wife.  It  «-as,  howe\-er,  at  length  absolutely  necessary  for  bim  lo 
;  it  op,  aiud  retire  to  bis  small  house,  where  he  piisscd  a  very  bad  night.  The 
morning  he  got  up  vcr>'  early,  and  ran  to  his  shop,  so  impatient  was  he  to 
hi»  mistress.  But  he  was  not  more  fortunate  ihan  the  day  before,  for  the 
wife  looked  out  only  for  one  instant  during  the  whole  day.  That  instant, 
_.  _r,  was  quite  sufficient  to  render  him  the  most  amorous  of  men.  On  the 
fcild  be  bad  indeed  more  reason  to  be  satisiicd.for  the  miller's  wife  accidentally 
CM  ber  eyes  upon  him,  and  actu.illy  surprised  him  attentively  surveying  her. 
iW  icwliqr  informed  her  of  what  parsed  in  his  bosom. 

Sbe  had  no  sooner  thus  got  actiuaintcd  with  his  sentiments,  than  she  resolved, 
teMid  of  beiag  ai^iy  or  vexed  at  it,  to  amuse  herself  with  \w\  brother.    She 
I M  Urn  with  a  smihng  air,  which  he  returned  in  the  same  maimer,  but  so 
Doity  that  she  was  obliged  to  shut  the  window  as  quick  as  possible,  for 
far  her  loud  fits  of  laughter  should  make  him  suppose  she  was  turning  him  into 
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ridicule.     Bacbouc  was  so  innocent,  that  he  intcrereled  this  conduct  in  his 
favour,  and  flattered  himself  that  she  had  looltca  upon  him  with  pleasure. 

The  miller's  wife  then  resnlved  lo  gratify  her  incliniiiion  for  humtnir  at 
brotiier's  expense.    Slie  happened  to  have  A  piece  of  hancUoine  siuft',  which  ! 
had  for  a  l(»ng  lime  intended  lo  have  made  into  a  drcs?.     She  «ra[»ped  it 
therefore,  in  a  beamiful  handkerchief  emhroidercd  with  silk,  and  sen:  if  w 
tnilor  by  a  young  female  slave  of  hers.     This  slave,  being  in^rrurlrd  f 
pose,  rame  to  hi*  shop,  and  said, "  My  mistress  send*  her  saluiali"n>  : 
<  desires  vou  to  make  a  dress  out  of  this  piece  of  sturf  that  I  have  ' 
LSnK  lo  tfic  pattern  iktt  is  rjon^*  with  it.     She  very  often  alter?  hi 
will  be  vcrj-  pleased  \vilh  her  custom.'      My  brotJicr  did  noi  for 
but  that  tlie  miller's  wife  was  in  love  with  him.     He  thoiiylit  \\\  ■ 
him  llu>  employment  so  srum  after  what  had  passe*!  iK-twcen  th' 
that  she  was  well  ac((iiainted  with  the  state  ol  his  heart,  and  to  . 
progress  he  had  made  in  her  affections.     Impressed  with  this 
nimself,  he  desired  the  slave  to  tell  her  mistress  that  he  uouM 

other  business  for  hers,  and  that  the  dress  should  be  ready  by  it.L  ..^  -; 

He  worked,  in  short,  with  vo  much  diligence  and  nstiduit)-,  that  the  drca 
finished  that  very  day. 

The  next  morning  the  young  sla\'e  came  to  sec  if  the  drtis  wa?.  limUied. 
bouc  immediately  gave  it  to  Tier,  neatly  folded  up.  and  said,  "  1  li.ivc  too  _ 
an  interest  to  oblige  your  mistress,  to  neglect  her  dress  ;  and  I  tvish  by  my  di 
gence  to  pet <>uade  her  to  employ  no  one  else  but  myself."  The  sLi  v  e  then  wixAj 
a  few  steps,  as  if  she  was  going  away  :  but  suddcn'iv  lurniny  b.;  d  inj 

low  voice  to  my  brother.  *' I  had  nearly  for;goiien,  by-ihc-bye,  r 
my  commissions.     My  mistre^i  charged  me  to  malie  her  con".[ 
and  to  ask  you  how  you  had  passed  the  night  ?    As  for  her.  sh<  - 
much  in  love  with  you,  that  she  has  not  slept  a  wmk.''  "  'Icll  her,   .n 
poor  simpleton  of  a  brother,  in  a  iransporif "  that  my  passion  for  her  i 
I  have  not  closed  my  eyes  these  fotir  nights."    After  this  kind  5pcct.11 
miller's  wife,  he  flattered  himself  she  would  not  let  him  languish  n  long  time 
<xpeciatiun  only  of  her  favours. 

The  slave  liad  not  left  my  brother  above  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  be  t4i 

her  reuirn  witli  a  tMCce  of  satin.  "  My  mistress,   said  she,  "is  <]uite  satisfied 

her  dress,  which  tits  her  as  well  as  pn.ssible  ;  but  as  it  is  ver)-  handsotm-.and 

is  desirous  of  wearing  it  only  with  a  new  pair  nf  drawers,  she  entreats  you 

make  her  a  pair  as  soon  as  possible  out  ol  this  piece  of  saim."  '^  It  is  toil 

answered  Hacbonc  ;  "it  sliall  be  done  before   I  leave  my  shop  tn-day.  and 

ha\'c  only  to  come  and  fetch  it  in  the  cvcnmg.'    The  miller's  wife  show«d 

■df  very  often  lo  my  brother  from  the  window,  and  was  jM-odigul  of  her  ch^m, 

'    order  to  eocouragc  him  to  work.     It  was  quite  a  treat  to  sec  him  stiicfaiu. 

le  drawers  were  soon  made,  and  the  slave  came  to  take  ihcm  ;  Nits(>e*»ro«fSl 

I  the  tailor  no  money,  cither  for  what  he  had  laid  out  in  the  irimnii'  1  ■  r 

■drcssand  thedrawcrs.tTtopay  himffirthemakingofenlMT.  In  t)  . 

ttofortunaie  lover,  who  thus  diverted  them  without  knouini;  he  mjs  rn-^dc  a  luol 

i«f,  bad  caic-n  nnthing  the  whole  of  that  day,  and  was  ubltged  to  borrow 

money  to  purchase  a  supper. 

The  d.iy  fnllnwing,  as  soon  as  he  was  come  to  his  shop,  the  young  tbre  < 
10  him,  and  told  him  the  miller  wished  to  sp^k  to  him.  "  My  mistress,'*  added 
she,  "  has  shown  him  your  work,  and  has  said  so  much  in  your  favour,  that  he 
also  wants  you  lo  work  for  him.  She  has  acted  llius,  because  she  wt^vc*  that 
the  intercourse  and  connection  which  thus  will  be  fonned  lietween  >tMi  and  hitn 
should  be  n  means  of  enabling  vou  both  to  succeed  in  what  vou  m>  tnutJi  desire* 
My  brother  was  eat-ity  persuaded  of  this,  and  went  with  the  slave  to  the  1^. 
The  miller  gave  him  a  good  reception,  and  showing  him  a  piece  0/  clot' 


7^  Sttrry  i/tMf  Barhn't  Ftnt  Brethtr. 


329 


jF^' 


kut'UNS  TMs  Moaar. 


^  eecuion,"  *a\A  Iip,  "  for  some  shirts,  and  wish  vou  to  malce  me  twenty  obI 

Ihl*  piece  of  cloth  ;  if  there  be  any  rtznain,  you  will  bririK  it  back." 

Uy  fancber  wb»  obltf^  10  work  for  five  or  %yx  days  before  he  fmishttl  the 

twtsiy  ihhti  for  the  miller,  who  immediately  after  eave  him  nnotherjpivoeof 

docb,  to  RUke  hiri       :-    -     pair  of  drawers.     When  they  were  hni»hc»l,  Dacboac 

tjnicJ  them  In  til  ho  asked  hitii  what  was  his  <.1i'iiuind  for  his  trouble. 

brother,  upiiii  ......  ^..1  that  he  khould  be  tatufied  with  twenty  drachmt  of 

The  miller  munodiately  called  the  jponng  sUvcand  ordeica  ber  to  bring 

■oUc*,  10  »cc  if  the  money  he  wks  xoin^  to  pey  *ru  wei(;hi.     llie  slave,  who 

ber  pen.  htokcd  .it  my  brother  anility,  to  make  him  undersund  (h.it  he 

:  spetl  evcrylhinj  if  he  received  the  money.     He  understood  her  very  well, 

and  therefijre  reiused  to  take  any  ui  the  siKxr.  allhout;h  he  was  so  much  in  want 

of  It  that  he  had  been  obhged  to  btiriuw  viine,  in  onler  to  nurchaM;  the  thread 

wfeh  which  btt  bad  nude  the  shirts  and  the  drawen.  When  Ike  left  the  miller,  he 

rtHDt  ddfctly  10  me,  ADd  entrraied  me  to  lend  him  a  trifle  to  bay  some  food,  tcll- 

\nm  me  that  hii  rustumers  did  not  jiav  him.     I  ^%'e  htm  some  copper  money 

wuch  I  had  ui  my  purse,  upon  which  he  lived  fur  sonie  days.     It  is  true  he  ate 

Oi^  hrah.  nor  even  uf  tiiai  dtd  he  ever  get  a  suliicicnt  meaL 

My  brother  one  day  went  into  the  miller's,  who  was  busy  about  hb  mill,  and 
*^  '"X,  ^  brother  mi(ht  cotne  to  ask  for  his  monc)-.  he  olTeml  it  hini ;  but  the 
ynSf  Ha%p,  who  was  jmicnt,  aK'tin,  by  iigtu  to  him,  prevented  his  accepting 
H^BV,  hhI  made  him  tell  the  miller,  in  answrr,  that  he  did  not  rnme  on  thai  ac< 
^^Hnt*  but  only  to  inquire  after  him  hexhli.  I'be  miller  thanked  htm  f'^r  his  klnd- 
^^^^^  end  gave  htm  an  outside  robe  ttnruike.  Uacbcmc  brout;hi  ti  homo  the  next 
^^^W.  wtwn  the  miller  took  uui  hit  purse  :  but  the  youn^  slave,  romin<;  In  at  that 
^^BrdOII.  louLed  .It  my  broihei,  ^thu  then  said  to  the  imUcr,  "  There  is  no  hurry. 
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neighbour,  we  will  setUe  (he  business  anothrr  time,"    Thus  ilie  poor  dope  rt- 
tumed  to  his  shop  «ith  three  great  evils  :  be  was  in  love,  be  wa$  huofry,  and  be 
waspenniless. 
The  miller's  wife  n'as  both  av'aricious  and  nirked.     She  ums  not  uilsfied  ^ith 

£re\'cnting  my-  brother  from  receivin)*  what  was  due  to  him,  but  she  excited  her 
uaband  to  rc^'cn^e  himself  for  ihe  love  which  the  tailor  pn]<'e&&ed  for  her.  The 
means  which  they  took  »  ere  the  following :  I'hc  miller  invited  Hactx)UL-  tmo  «%-»• 
niog  to  lupper,  and  after  having  treated  him  with  but  indifferent  f^irc,  he  tbut 
ad£esscd  hiro  :  "  It  is  too  Utc,  brother,  for  vou  to  return  home  ;  >-ou  had  ouxh 
better,  therefore,  sleep  here."  After  having  thus  spoken,  be  showed  hira  a  p^Kt 
where  tliere  was  a  bed  ;  and  having  left  him  iliere.  lie  returned,  and  went  vkb 
his  wife  to  the  room  nhere  ihcy  were  arcustomed  to  sleep.  In  the  middle  of  dw 
night  the  miller  came  back  to  my  brother;  he  caJledmit  to  him,  "Are  you  adecft, 
neighbour?  My  mule  is  Taken  suddenly  ill.  and  1  have  a  great  deal  of  com  to 
prind  ;  you  will  therefore  do  me  a  vcr^'  f^rcat  favour  if  you  will  turn  ihc  mill  is 
his  pUtce."  To  pro\-e  to  him  that  he  \cxi  a  man  wiiUn^  to  oblige  bim,  he  an- 
swered that  he  was  ready  to  render  hira  tliis  service  if  he  would  only  »h<nr  Inm 
how  he  was  to  set  about  iL  The  miller  then  fa'^tened  hmi  by  the  middle  of  \a% 
body,  like  a  mule,  to  make  him  turn  the  mill ;  and  immcihatcly  giving  hira  a  good 
cut  upon  the  loins  with  the  whip,"  Get  on,  nciBhlxiur,"  he  cried.  "\\Tiy  do  >'0« 
strike  me?"  answered  my  brother.  "It  is  only  u  encourage  >-ou,'*  replied  tbt 
miller;  "fur  without  ihat,'my  mule  Hill  not  stir  a  step."  Uacbouc  was  asiomtbcd  at 
this  treatment ;  nevertheless,  he  durst  not  complain  of  it.  When  he  had  (OBi 
£ve  or  six  rounds,  he  wished  to  rest  himself;  Ihii  the  miller  immediately  n*a 
him  a  doicn  sharp  cuts  with  the  whip,  calling  out,  "Counige,  neighbour  I  don't 
stop,  I  entreat  you ;  you  must  go  on  without  taking  breath,  oilierwisc  you  iriD 
spoil  my  flour." 

The  miller  thus  obliged  my  brother  to  turn  the  mill  duringthercstof  the  n^t, 
and  as  soon  as  daylight  appeared,  he  went  away  u-iihout  unfastening  him.  and 
returned  to  his  wife's  cli-imbcr.  Bacbouc  remained  some  tunc  in  ibis  situaticn ; 
at  last  the  voung  slave  came,  who  untied  him.  "  Alas  !  how  my  good  muucM 
and  myself  have  pitied  you!"  cried  the  cunning  slave  ;  "  we  .ire  not  at  all  tofalHM 
for  what  you  h.ive  sutTered  ;  we  have  had  no  share  in  ibe  wicked  trick  wbkll  ha 
husband  has  played  you."  The  unfortunate  Uacbouc  answered  not  «  wtmi,  so 
much  was  he  fatigued  and  bruised  with  the  beating.  He  got,  hnw^ir*-  betcic  to 
his  own  house,  and  firmly  resolved  to  think  no  more  of  the  m  ' 

Thcrecitaloflhishistory  (continued  the  barber)  madcihccal. J' .  ,.  '•Go,' 
Said  he  to  me ;  "  return  home ;  they  shall  give  you  something  by  my  order  to  con- 
sole vou  for  having  lost  the  festivities  which  you  expected."  "  Commander  ol^tbe 
Faithful."  replied  I.  '*  I  entreat  your  ntaiesty  not  to  think  of  giving  me  anythiof 
ilitl  I  have  lelated  the  histories  of  my  other  brothers."  The  caliph  haung  >bo«a 
by  his  silence  that  he  was  disposed  to  listen  to  me,  I  continued  u  follows. 


THE    HISTORY  OF  THE   BARBER'S   SECOND   BROTHER. 

Y  second  brother,  who  was  called  Bakbonh  the  TodtUta^ 
walking  one  d.ty  througli  the  city,  met  an  old  woman  in  a  t» 
tired  street  She  thus  .-icrosted  him  :  "  I  have,*  &akt  iltm^  "ft 
word  to  say  to  you,  if  you  will  stay  a  moment."  He  ilBMBdl- 
ately  stopped,  and  asked  her  what  she  wished.  "  If  yens  Imvc 
time  to  go  with  me,"  she  replied.  "  1  will  carr*  '  ■■  •  •  -i  rtvaA 
magnilicent  palace,  where  you  shall  Me  a  lAd^  ^itiAil 

than  the  d.ny.     She  will  receive  you  with  a  great  deal  of  plcasorr.   .       -  .1  trcax 
you  with  A  collation  and  excellent  wine.  I  have  no  occasiDn,  I  bchciv.  lo  lay  aay 
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mere;"  •*  But  b  what  you  tell  mc,**  replied  my  brother,  "  true  ?  "  "  1  am  not  given 
10  \fu>^T  reptied  the  old  woman  :  "  I  propose  nothing  to  you  but  wh.1I  is  the  fact 
You  must.  Dowever.  pay  allenliun  to  what  I  require  of  you.  You  must  be  pru- 
dent, tpeak  lilllc,  and  you  must  comply  with  everything."  Uakbaruh  having 
agrved  10  the  conditiomt,  she  walked  on  before^  and  he  followed  her.  Th^ 
arriwd  at  tbo  gate  of  a  large  paUre,  where  there  were  a  grrat  number  of  officers 
Mul  liowtts.  Some  of  them  wished  to  stop  my  brother,  but  the  old  woman  tu> 
Hkooer  tpoke  to  tbctn  than  they  let  him  pass,  ^he  then  turned  to  my  brother, 
and  BUd, "  Remember  tliat  the  youn^*  lady  to  whose  huuse  I  have  brout;bt  )-ou  is 
lood  fli  raUdlicis  and  modcfety.  nor  duc&  she  like  bcin^  contradicted.  If  you 
mliak$  htc  in  tfaia,  there  it  no  doubt  you  will  obtain  whatever  you  wish."  fiak- 
Vuril  tlaaked  ber  for  this  advice,  and  promised  to  profit  by  it 

^Sott  then  carried  him  into  a  very  beautiful  apanmcnt,  which  formed  part  of  a 
aqofeie  buildin>;.  It  corresponded  nith  the  ma^nihccntc  uf  ihe  palace  ;  toere  was 
A  l^lerv  all  round  it,  and  in  the  midst  of  ii  a  vcr>'  tine  garden.  The  old  woman 
■Mbd*  knn  ill  down  f>n  a  M>fa  ihat  w.^s  h.mdsomely  furnished,  and  desired  htm  to 
wdl  tlwt*  a  momcM,  till  she  went  to  infonn  the  youne  lady  of  hts  arrival. 

As  my  brother  had  never  before  been  in  ao  supero  a  place,  he  immediately 
bcipn  to  observe  all  the  beautiful  things  Ihat  were  m  sight  ;  and  judging  of  his 
j[ood  brtone  by  the  magnihcence  he  beheld,  he  could  hardly  contain  hts  joy.    He 
almost  immr!i.iteiv  heard  a  great  noise,  which  came  from  a  long  iruop  uf  slaves 
wbA  «<ft  er  -'nselves,  and  caroc  lowirds  him,  bur^unj.;  out  at  the  Mme 

icn*  Intn  ^  I  laughter.    In  the  midst  of  them  he  peircivcd  a  young  Udy 

afmcr  iiraiiiy,  wlmm  he  easily  discovered  lobe  their  mistress,  by 

tfia  ait  <l  her.    I)ak.barah|  who  expected  merelv  a  private  conversa- 

uoo  witn  tnc  uay,  was  very  much  surprised  at  the  arnv.U  of  &o  large  a  company, 
la  the  racaatime  the  slaves,  puuit^gonascnoua  air.  ap^KOJched  him  ;  and  when 
Uh  yotmc  lady  was  near  the  sofa,  my  brother,  who  nad  risen  up,  made  a  most 
Bnuind  rcvctcncc;    She  took  the  seat  of  honour,  and  then,  havinfc  requeited 
mm  10  murne  his,  she  said  to  him,  in  a  smiling  manner,"  I  am  Hri-  ->•— ■  '.r\  mo 
TOO,  and  wish  you  evcrytlititg  you  can  yourself  desire."    "  Madai-  Uak- 

oanh,  "Icftocot  wish  a  jrreaier  honour  than  that  of  appearing  bcfuiv  ......    '  You 

seem  l»  nflt"  ahe  rvpUed, "  of  so  guod-humourcd  a  disposition,  that  we  shall  paaa 
tair  time  very  affrrt-^tilv  ii>L'rtber." 

SbenuMoiatr'  •collation  to  be  stmd  up,  and  they  cowed  the  table 

with  buVeu  of  V  ■  t«  and  sweetmeats.    She  iben  aat  down  at  the  table 

aloDltwiibmybroiber  ami  the  slaves.  As  it  happened  that  hewai placed  directly 
ufpoaltc  to  her,  as  soon  as  he  opened  his  nunitn  to  rat,  the  observed  he  had  no 
weth  ;  she  rrmarkcfl  ihi%  to  her  slaves,  and  they  all  Uughcd  immoderately  at  JL 
Bakbarah,  who  from  tmie  to  time  raised  hia  bead  to  IcNjk  at  ilie  lady,  ami  saw 
ibat  she  was  laughing,  im;igincd  it  was  from  the  pleasure  she  felt  at  being  in  his 
coeipany,  and  tbilerrd  liiinsclf,  therefore,  that  stie  would  soon  order  the  slaves 
CO  retire,  and  th.it  he  sliould  enjoy  her  conversation  in  pnvale.  The  lady  casOy 
](uessed  his  ihoughis,  and  look  a  pleasure  in  continuing  a  delnsion  which  seemed 
to  agreeable  to  him  :  she  %mA  .1  thuus^ind  soft,  tender  things,  and  presented  tbe 
beet  of  everything  to  him  with  her  own  luind. 

When  the  coILaUon  was  rinishcd,  Oic  atosc  from  table  ;  ten  slaves  instantly 
took  iome  musical  instruments  .tnd  h^an  to  pl.iy  :tnd  ving,  ihr  othrn  tn  dance. 
Inonlcrtouiake  himKU  the  more  agrccable.mv  brother  aUo  began  dancing,  and 
dw  yoting  lady  hcTtclf  pnnook  of  the  arauscmenL  After  they  had  dancM  fur 
MMDO  time,  tbey  4II  -  a  ilown  tmiVe  breath.  The  lady  ordered  theratotiring  her  a 
^aai  of  wioc.  tt»  i  nty  brother,  to  intimate  that  she  was  goiing  to 

drink  his  bcalili.  >c  uo.  and  stood  white  ihe  drank.    As  ioo«  ai 

ahe  had  fmiihrrl.  \n-.u  tlir  glasa.  she  had  it  fUlcd  Qffain,  and  piv- 

aeAied  it  tu  my  Uuili-.  -■  ^  ''■  pledge  ber. 
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Bakbarah  took  the  glass,  and  in  receivine  it  from  the  >-oiing  bdv  he  kissed  her 
hand,  then  drank  \a  her,  tlandin^  the  whole  time,  to  ahow  his  gratitude  for  the 
fevDur  ^hc  \\Ai.\  done  him.  After  this  (he  young  lady  made  him  sit  down  bj*  bcr 
side,  and  l>e)^.in  to  ^ive  htm  signs  of  aH'cciion.  She  put  her  ami  ritiiml  hW  nerk, 
and  frequently  gave  him  (gentle  pats  U'ith  her  hand.  Uclightcd  with  thrse  favoun, 
be  thought  himself  the  happiest  man  in  the  world  ;  Ite  also  was  tempted  lo  bMto 
tu  play  in  llie  same  manner  with  this  cbarmmg  creature,  but  he  duDt  not  aUN 
thi&  liberty  t>cfore  tlie  slaves,  who  had  their  eyes  upon  him,  and  who  cnnttancd 
to  laugh  at  this  inilmg.  The  young  lady  siill  kept  giving  him  such  gentle  tan, 
till  at  last  she  bct;an  lo  apply  thein  so  forcibly,  that  he  grew  nngr\'  ni  it  He 
reddened,  and  '^^\  uutubit  failber  from  so  rude  a  playfellow.  At  thi»  moment  the 
old  woman,  wliu  bad  brought  my  brother  (here,  looked  at  him  in  such  a  way  u 
lo  make  him  understand  dial  he  was  wrong,  and  had  forgotten  the  advice  ilkc 
had  before  given  him.  He  acknowledged  his  fault,  and  to  re|air  ii,  he  a^^ 
approairticd  the  young  lady,  pretending  tliat  he  bad  not  gnnc  to  n  distance  thma^ 
anger.  She  then  took  hold  of  him  by  the  arm,  and  drew  him  towartU  her,  nuddnr 
him  again  sit  down  close  by  her,  and  continuing  to  bestow  a  thousand  pretendea 
caresses  on  him.  Her  slaves,  whose  only  aim  was  to  diven  her.  began  to  take  a 
part  in  tlie  sport  One  of  them  ga%-e  poor  Uakbarah  a  Kllip  on  the  no«e  with  «■ 
her  strength,  another  pulled  his  ear^i  almost  otT,  whUe  the  rest  kept  givini;  hioi 
slaps,  which  passed  the  limits  of  raillery  and  fun. 

My  brother  bore  all  this  with  tlie  most  exemplary  patience :  he  e%'cn  affixtcd  as 
air  of  gaiety,  and  looked  at  the  old  woman  with  a  forred  smile.  "  Vou  were  figH.* 
said  be,  '*  when  you  said  Uiat  I  should  lind  a  very  fine,  agrceah!-  -■"■'  S  ■•rt^i-^- 
young  lady.     How  much  am  I  obliged  to  you  for  It !"    **  Oh,  th 

repltM  tlic  old  witman:  "let  her  alone,  and  you  will  see  very  di!;'-i. „,  l,> 

and-bye."  The  young  lady  then  siKike.  '*  You  are  a  bv.ive  man,"  said  she  to  CDf 
brotber."and  I  am  debghted  at  rmding  in  you  so  much  kindness  and  complaisance 
towards  ail  ray  htUe  fooleries,  and  that  you  posse-^s  a  disposition  so  corifonnable 
to  nune."  ^  Madam,"  replied  Bakbarah,  ravished  with  this  speech,  **  I  am  no 
longer  myself,  but  am  cntireU'  at  your  disposal ;  you  have  full  power  to  do  with 
roe  as  you  please."  "  Vou  anord  mc  the  greatest  delight,"  added  the  lady,  "  by 
showing  so  much  submission  to  my  inclination.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  with  yeiif 
and  1  wish  that  you  should  be  equally  so  «ith  inc.  Hring,"  cried  5?ie  lo  the  at- 
tendants, *'  perfumes  and  rose-water."  At  these  words  two  sla\'  'nt  and 
instantly  returned,  one  with  a  siK-er  vase,  in  which  there  w.is  exr,  wood, 
with  which  she  perfumed  him.  and  the  other  with  rose-water,  whicn  ^nc  ipnakled 
over  hi*  face  and  hand?.  My  brother  cduld  not  contain  himself  for  joy  at  secta^ 
himself  so  handsomely  and  honourably  treated. 

When  this  ceremony  was  finished,  the  young  lady  commanded  the  sUres  wte 
had  before  sting  and  play^,  to  recommence  tlieir  concert.  Thc>-  obeyed ;  and 
while  this  was  going  on,  the  lady  called  another  slave,  and  ordered  her  to  take 
my  brother  with  her,  saying,  "  S'ou  know  what  to  do ;  and  when  you  have  t'mlsbcd. 
return  with  him  to  me."  liakbamh.  who  heard  this  order  given,  immediately  f« 
up,  and  going  towards  the  old  woman,  who  had  also  risen  toaccotiin.iiiv  the  stave. 
he  requested  her  to  tell  him  what  tlicy  wished  him  todo.  "  Out  cptied 

she,  in  a  whisper,  "is  extremely  curious, and  she  wishes  lo  se*  would 

Itwk  disguised  as  a  female ;  this  slave,  therefore,  has  orders  to  ukc  jou  imh  hv. 
to  paint  your  eyebrows,  shave  your  mustadhios.  and  dreM  you  like  a  wonuft.* 
•*  ^  ou  may  paint  my  eyebrows,"  said  my  bnMhcr,  "  as  much  .is  you  please ;  lo  that 
I  readily  agree,  becauw  1  can  wash  them  again ,  but  as  to  shaving  roe,  that,  mind 
you,  I  vlill  by  no  means  suffer.  How  do  you  think  I  d.irc  appear  H-ithout  my  ma»- 
uchios :  "  " 'lake  care,"  answered  the  woman.  "  how  you  oppose  .inythinj;  that 
is  required  of  yoo.  Vou  will  quite  spoil  your  fortune,  which  is  gotng  on  as  pn>*- 
pcrously  .i»  possible.     She  loves  you  and  wishes  to  in  ikc  you  hupfiy.     Will  yoo. 
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far  the  take  of  a  paltry  mutAchio,  hxt^  the  uiost  dcUciouft  favours  aay  man  can 
pCMtUy  eoioy  ?  * 

BAkttviin  at  lenj^  yielded  to  the  old  woman's  arj^mcnts,  and  without  uyinic 
aaocbcr  word,  he  suffered  the  slave  to  conduct  him  to  an  apartment,  where  they 
pitated  bis  eyebrows  red.  The)'  shavrd  his  mustichios,  and  were  absolulely 
«otn(;  to  shave  hi>  beard.  But  the  easiness  of  my  brother's  temper  did  not  carry 
kim  \\u\\t  *o  far  as  to  suffer  that.  "  Not  a  single  •Urokc,"  he  exclaimnl, "  ihall  \-o*i 
take  MX  my  beard."  The  slave  represented  to  him  tluit  it  wa*  of  no  use  lo  havc'citt 
Offhif  nMftachio*,  if  he  would  not  al&o  apcc  lo  lose  hi!>  beard  ;  that  a  hairy  coun* 
IPllir^f  did  not  at  all  coincide  with  the  dress  of  a  woman ;  and  that  she  was  a^- 
VMiahnl  that  a  man,  «-ho  was  on  the  very  |x)int  of  pu^sc-i&tni;  the  moit  beautiful 
woman  m  Bagdad,  should  caro  I'or  his  beard.  The  old  woiiiao  abu  jumed  with 
the  slave,  and  added  fresh  reasons :  »he  thrciucncd  my  brother  witli  being  quite  in 
dispace  with  her  ri^i>.irf->v  In  short, she  said  so  much, that  heal  Usi  permitted 
ihantodowh^:  ^-iL 

As  soon  as  thr  -.-^ed  him  like  a  woman,  they  brought  him  back  to  tho 

MWtt  lady,  who  burst  into  so  violent  a  fit  of  laughter  at  the  slgbt  of  him,  that  ih* 
fefl  down  on  the  sofa  on  whwrh  she  was  sittiii|[.  I'hc  slaves  all  bsipin  to  clap 
liMit  hands,  so  that  my  brother  was  put  quite  out  of  countenance.  The  yuunr 
lady  then  }[oc  up,  and  conimuinj;  to  laugh  all  the  time,  said,  "Alter  the  complai* 
fsare  )'Ouhavc  shown  tome,  I  should  be^ltty  of  acriroc  not  I'l  bc«tow  my  woolt 
bean  upon  yoo  ;  but  u  is  necessary'  that  you  !thould  do  one  thmt;  more  tor  love  of 
mc :  it  tt  only  to  d.incc  before  me  as  you  arc"  He  obeyed :  and  the  young  lady 
mhI  the  ilavc^  ibri'tcd  with  litiii.  Uu^liin-fall  the  while  a»  if  they  were  traiy,  Afur 
ihcy  1.    '   ■  ■line,  they  nil  tlif  ■  Kcs  ujion  the  pour  wretch, 

and;;  ' '-.,  biith  with  lli  .  nl  tcri,  th.)l  he  fell  dowa 
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Uae  to  be  ai^ry  at  soch  ill  treatment,  she  whispered  in  his  eu-,  **  Console  yaundi!| 
fovjvn  are  oow  arrived  at  the  conclusion  of  your  stificrings,  and  are  about  to  rccei%-e 
the  reward  for  them.     Yoa  ha\-e  only  one  thirty  more  to  da"  added  she,  "  and 
that  if  a  mete  trifle.    You  must  know  that  my  miuress  makc:>  it  her  custom,  when- 
ever  ilichai  drunk  a  liitlc.as  she  has  done  to-day.  not  losuSeranyone&helovei 
to  CMoe  near  ber,  unless  they  are  stripped  lo  their  shtn.     When  they  are  in  this 
siCiatioii,  she  takes  advantage  of  a  short  distance,  and  b^ins  running  before  i 
thflMfb  the  gallery,  and  from  rtxmi  to  room,  till  they  have  cau^t  her.    This 
one  oTher  Cancies.     Sow,  at  whatever  distance  from  you  she  may  start,  j-ou, ' 
arc  M  light  and  active,  can  casilv  m-crtake  her.  Undress  yourself  therelurrquicUy 
and  remain  in  your  shirt,  and  do  not  make  any  difficulty  about  il" 

My  brother  had  aln:adycjUTledbi»  complying  humour  too  f;ir  to  stop  at  this.  Tlu^. 
yoong  lady  at  the  same  time  took  otf  her  robe,  in  order  in  nm  with  grr.i!cr 
and  remained  only  in  her  drawers.  When  they  were  both  ready  to  b^in  llic  m 
the  lady  look  the  ■idv;inL«ge  of  about  itt'cot)- paces,  and  thenstaned  wich  wunjer^  ,s- 
M  celerity.  My  brother  ftJlovi-cd  her  with  ail  his  strength,  but  not  without  cin^-  -fil- 
ing tbe  risibility  of  the  slaves,  who  kept  dapping  their  hands  nil  the  time.  ThK-^dbe 
young  lady,  instead  of  losing  any  of  the  ad>-ant^e  she  bad  tirsi  token,  kept  cqc^k-^- 
tinoaiUy  gaining  ground  of  my  brother.  She  nan  round  the  gallery  tvro  or  thre^^^w 
times,  then  turned  off  down  a  long  dark  passage,  where  >tic  sa%-cd  herself  b)-  a  tui  ^  ra 
of  which  my  brother  was  ignorant.  Bakbarah,  who  kept  constantly  fc^lowiuK.  -^V 
her,  lost  ught  of  her  in  this  passage,  and  he  was  also  obliged  to  run  much  si 
because  it  was  so  dark.  He  at  last  perceived  a  light,  towards  which  he  tnade  < 
possible  haste;  he  went  out  through  a  door  which  was  instantly  shut  upon  hi 

Ymi  may  easily  imagine  what  was  his  astonishment  at  tindmg  himself  in 
middle  of  a  street  inhabited  by  curriers.  Nor  were  they  less  surprised  at 
him  in  his  shirt,  his  cyehron-s  painted  red,  and  without  either  beard  or  mii^iti-hir  "* 
They  began  lo  clap  Uieir  hands,  to  hoot  at  him;  and  some  e\'en  mn  at'tcr  hi^^=tB. 
and  kept  lashing  him  with  strips  of  their  leather.  They  then  stopped  him,  a^VEsd 
s«  him  on  an  ass,  which  they  ac cidentAlly  met  with,  and  led  him  through  thed^^^*7i 
exposed  to  the  laughter  .ind  shouts  of  the  mob. 

To  complete  his  misfortune,  thev  led  him  through  the  street  where  the  judgt       '^  °* 

the  police  lived,  and  this  ma>;i5traie  immediately  sent  to  inquire  the  cause  o(l~ ^^J* 

uproar.  The  curriers  infonncd  him  that  they  saw  my  brother,  exactly  in  the  st^^^Ue 
he  then  was,  come  uut  of  the  gate  leading  to  the  apartmcnu  of  the  won;'"^  '  ~  "^ 
longing  to  the  gr.ind  vizier,  which  opened  into  their  street    Thejudgc  then  'd 

the  unionunate  H.ilcbarah,  upon  the  spot,  to  receive  a  hundred  suokcs  on  ! '  '"^J 

of  his  feet,  to  be  conducted  without  the  citv,  and  forbid  him  c\-er  to  enter  i  •  ~^ 

This,  Commander  of  the  Faithful  (said  f  to  the  Ciliph  Mostanser  BiUah  ,   _  jp 

history  of  mv  second  brother,  which  I  wished  toreUite  to  your  majesty.  He  kni~  ew 
nut,  poor  fclfuw.  that  the  ladtcs  of  our  great  and  powerful  lords  amuse  thcmsU  ^^tM 
hy  making  such  fun  as  this  with  any  young  man  who  is  silly  enouigh  to  tr-  wi 
himself  in  their  hands. 

The  barber  then  went  on  without  any  interruption  to  the  history  of  hts  i^^Btfd 
brother. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  BARBER'S  THIRD  BROTHER. 

'OMMANDEK  of  the  Faithful,  mv  third  brother,  who  was  called  ^Cdth. 
bac,  W.1S  quite  blind,  nnd  his  tlestiny  was  so  wretched  that  he  "•*«* 
re<luced  to  beg.  iind  passed  his  life  in  going  from  do^iriadoor  aslc^'V 
chanty.    He  had  been  accustomed  to  walk  through  the  streets  aIo«e 
for  so  long  a  time,  th.it  he  had  no  ocatston  for  any  one  to  IcaiI  t»'»» 
He  used  lo  knock  at  the  different  doors,aDd  never  onsweted  till  tb<y 
came  and  opened  them. 


The  Uuiory  e/tht  SarUf's  Third  Brathtr, 


'»J3 


He  tuppcDcd  one  iby  to  knock  At  the  door  of  a  house,  the  nvuttcr  of  which 
qaile  Alone.  "  Who  i»  there?"  he  called  ouL  My  brother  made  no  answer, 
bnt  hoodccd  a  second  tunc.  /\^am  did  the  master  uf  ilic  house  inquire  who  wits 
al  the  door,  but  ru>  uoc  replied.  He  then  catnc  duwn,  upcncd  llie  door,  and  asked 
ray  brother  what  he  warned.  "  Tli.it  you  will  bestow  somcihinij  upon  mc  for  the 
lovv  0^'  (j(Xl,'  jnKWcrcil  ll.dih.ic.  "  Vou  seem  to  mc  to  be  hlind,"  said  the  master 
of  the  huuic  "  ALu  I  it  is  true,"  replied  my  brother.  "  Hold  out  your  hand." 
cried  the  other.  My  brother,  supponin};  it  wai  to  receive  something,  immediately 
pat  hii  hand  out ;  but  the  master  of  the  house  only  took  hold  of  it  to  asfist  htm 
la  coiaa  tiptUin  tu  bit  apartmcnL  Bakbac  imagined  it  was  for  the  purpose  of 
'  D  Mime  food,  a»  had  often  happened  to  him  at  other  houses.  When 
both  Ln  the  diambcr,  the  master  of  the  bouse  let  my  brother's  hand  go, 
sat  down  in  bis  place ;  he  then  again  asked  him  what  it  was  he  wanted.  "  1 
have  already  told  you,"  replied  B.iLbjc, ''  that  I  request  a  trifle  uf  you  for  ttie  Io\'c 
of  tiad."  "  My  good  blind  m.in,"  .mswered  the  master.  "  all  1  can  do  for  you  is 
to  with  that  Cod  would  restore  your  sight  lo  ynu."  "  Vou  miKhl  have  told  mc 
thai  al  the  door.''  f-iir!  mv  tiruthcr,  "and  spared  me  the  difticuTty  of  cominz  up- 
staifv*    "And  *^'  mocent  in.in  as  yuu  are,"  replied  the  other,  "did  you 

aoc  answer  me, -ti  I  knocked  the  first  time,  and  when  I  asked  you  wiut 

yva  waated?  Wh.4;  i.  lUc  reason  \>iu  ^ve  [icople  the  trouble  of  coming  down 
CO  0|icn  the  door,  wlicn  they  sprak  to  yfm  .* "  "  \Vhat,  then,  do  you  mean  to  do 
far  ne?'  said  UakKic  "I  tell  you  again,"  replied  the  master,  "that  I  have 
""'Npr  to  gi\-e  yxiu."  "  Help  me  at  least  lo  ^  doum  again,  as  vou  brought  me 
ap^**  saal  my  brother.  "  The  staircase  is  before  you,"  answered  be,  "  and  if  jtni 
mh  it,  ymi  may  k"  down  alone."  My  brother  iJien  began  to  descend,  but  mU- 
iiac  Ins  step.  ''"--'  '-  ilf^way  down,  be  fdl  (o  the  bottom,  and  bruised  his  head 
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nnlaci:  very  mui.b.     He  got  up,  but  not  without  pain,  .ind  went 

aw>y  RWCtci.v.  -;  '—A  abusing  the  master  of  the  house,  who  did  nothing  but 
laupi  at  hit  fall. 

A*  lie  >*.!-  -■  I'T.'  fr.i:i.  •'.a-  lii.iiW|  two  of  his  companions,  who  were  also  blind, 
happen  ■'  voice.   They  stopped  to.isk  him  what  success 

he  Kl(i  .  ■'!  them  what  liad  just  befallen  hitn,  and  added 

that  be  had  receive«l  itotning  during  the  whole  d^vy.  "  I  conjure  vou,"  continued 
be* "  lo  accompany  me  luime.  that  I  may,  in  your  presence,  laltc  some  of  the 
MOMT  which  we  have  in  Moie  amonji:  u^  to  buy  somethmg  for  my  sui^ter."  The 
two  bund  men  agreed  tn  it,  ;ind  he  conducted  them  home. 

It  is  necessary  in  tbii  place  to  ob«en-e.  that  the  man  of  the  house  in  which  my 
hrother  bad  been  to  ill  treated,  was  a  thief,  and  by  nature  both  cunning  and 
maUckNti.  He  had  overheard,  by  means  uf  his  window,  what  Bakbac  had  said 
to  his  oaarades  ;  he  tfaerclbre  came  downstairs  and  followed  them,  and  want 
with  tlwDt  UAobserved,  into  an  old  woroan's  house,  where  mv  brother  lodged. 
A»  tooo  aa  tbejr  were  seated,  Oakbac  said  to  the  other  two,  '  We  must  shut  the 
door,  hroihers,  ami  take  care  that  there  Is  no  stranger  among  us."  At  these 
words  the  robber  wai  very  inui_h  emliarrassed ;  but  perceiving  a  rope,  that  hung 


f  the  nxjtn,  be  took  hold  of  it,  and  sutpoulcd  bira- 
I  nu'n  shut  the  door.and  felt  all  round  tne  room  wHh 
cmony  was  concluaed,  and  ihcy  were  again  scaled, 
»wn  by  the  sale  of  my  brother,  without  mafcUig  anjr 
there  was  no  one  besides  his  blind  companions,  thus 
.  vc  made  me,  comrades,  the  banker  fur  all  the  money 
I  l^jp,,'  lime  past.  I  wish  lo  prove  to  you  that  I  am  not 
'\  in  mc.     The  last  lime  we  reckoned,  you 
and  we  put  them  into  ten  bags.  1  will  now 
yoo  Uul  I  have  not  UHictied  -ne  of  thctn. '    Having  said  iliis,  he  put  his 
•iwmg  some  old  n^  and  r  Uxbcs,  and  drew  out  the  ten  bags,  oxw  after  Uw 


from  a  beam  in  th 
Mif  faitheair.w!!: 
ibeir  sticks.     Wi 
he  let  ffp  the  ro; 
noise.   The  Uttt- 
addressed  them 
w«  three  have  co 
■wwinhy  of  ttic  tra>.t 
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other,  and  giving  them  to  his  companions,  "  Here."  said  he,  "are  all  the 
ind  you  m.iy  judge  by  ihe  weight  that  they  are  (juiie  full ;  or  you  may  count  tbi 
if  )*o'u  hke  it  better."  They  answered  that  they  were  perfectly  satisfied  mih 
honesty.     He  then  opened  one  of  the  bags,  and  took  out  ten  dmchms,  and 
other  two  bhnd  men  did  the  same. 

After  this  my  brother  replaced  the  bags  in  the  same  spot.  One  of  the 
men  then  said  there  was  no  occasion  for  them  to  spend  anv-thm^  for  supper  i 
night,  as  he  had  received  from  the  chanty  of  some  good  people  suflicicnt 
visions  for  all  three  ;  he  insitantly  look  out  of  his  wallet  some  bread,  chet 
fruit,  and  put  all  of  ihein  upun  a  table.  Thej-  dien  began  to  ent,  and  the 
who  sat  on  tlic  right  hand  of  nty  brother,  chose  the  be$t,  and  ate  of  e*i 
with  iliem  ;  but  in  spite  of  all  the  precaution  he  used  to  avoid  making  the  Ic 
noise,  liakbac  heard  him  chew,  and  insunily  enclaimed,  "  Wo  are  lost  !  lh«T«  i 
a  stranger  among  us."  While  he  was  saying  this,  he  stretched  out  hm  hand, 
seized  the  robber  by  the  arm.  He  tlien  threw  himself  upon  him,  calhng 
"Thief;"  and  giving  him  many  blows  with  his  tisL  'I'heother  blind  men  alto 
ftantly  called  out,  and  beat  the  robber,  who  on  his  pari  defcndc<l  himself  as 
OS  be  could.  \&  he  n-as  both  strong  and  active,  and  had  the  advantage  of : 
where  he  planted  his  blows,  he  Liid  about  him  mo*t  furiously,  first  on  one 
and  Uien  the  other,  whenever  he  was  able,  and  then  called  out '*ThleveS|robbenl 
more  clamorously  than  his  enemies. 

The  neighbours  immediately  assembled  ai  the  noise,  broke  open  the  door,j 
had  much  difnculiy  to  separate  the  combatants.     Havm^i  at  last  put  an  cfkd 
the  fray,  they  inauired  the  cause  of  their  disagreement    "  Gentlemen  " 
brother,  who  hatf  not  yet  let  the  robber  go,  "  this  man,  whom  I  have  .: 
is  a  thief,  who  came  in  here  wuh  us  for  the  purpose  of  robbing  us  o*  tne  itn 
money  we  possess.^  The  roblwr,  who,  as  soon  as  he  saw  die  people  eucr, 
shut  his  e>-es  and  pretended  to  be  blind,  then  said, "  He  is  a  liar,  gt 
and  I  swear  by  the  name  of  (iod,  and  by  the  life  of  the  caliph,  that  I  am  onvi 
their  companions  and  associates,  and  that  they  refuse  to  give  me  the  share 
belongs  to  me.    They  all  three  set  themselves  against  me,  and  I  demand 
The  neighbours,  who  did  not  wish  to  interfere  with  their  disputes,  earned 
all  four  before  Ihe  judge  of  the  police. 

When  they  were  come  before  this  magistrate,  the  robber  still  pretendii 
blind,  without  waiting  till  they  were  interrogated,  said,  "  Since  you,  my  T 
been  apfiointed  to  administer  justice  in  behalf  of  the  caliph,  M-hnse 
God  prosper.  I  will  declare  to  you  that  we  are  all  equally  culpable.     Bu<  as 

I  have  ptedgco  ourselves  under  an  oath  not  to  re^'cal  an>  thing  except  we 
the  bastinado,  if  you  wish  to  be  informed  of  our  crime,  you  baN-e  only  to  arda 
to  be  given  to  us ;  and  you  inay  begin  with  me."     My  brother  now  wuhad 

lapeak,  but  they  compelled  him  to  hcud  his  tongue.   Tbey  then  began  to  1 

|we  rubber. 

He  had  the  resolution  to  bear  twenty  or  thirty  strokes,  and  then  prefer 

[be  Overcome  with  pain,  he  first  opened  one  eye,  and  soon  after  the  other, 

'out  at  the  same  time  for  mercy,  and  begging  the  judge  of  the  police  to  order  i 
10  remit  his  punishment.    At  seeing  im  robber  with  both  eyes  open,  the 
was  very  much  astonished.    "Scoundrel!"  he  cried,  "what  does  this  s 
thing  mean  i ''  '*  .My  lord."  replied  the  robber.  "  I  will  discover  a  most  nni 
secret,  if  you  will  ha^■e  the  goodness  to  pardon  me ;  and  as  a  pledge  that  _ 
wiU  keep  your  word,  give  mc  the  ring  you  lia^-c  on  your  linger,  and  which  yvat 
often  use  as  a  se.-.!.     I  am  then  ready  to  reveal  the  whole  my!,tcr\  i..  vuu." 

The  judge  orde.ed  hi*  people  to  *tnp  the  pMnishmcni,  and  pr.i;  . 
him.     "  Upon  the  faith  of  this  promise,"  repliwi  the  robber,  *"  I 
you,  my  lord,  that  both  my  compbiniifns  and  myself  are  posseswd  u(  uu»t 
lent  e>-esighL     We  all  four  feign  bluidne^s,  in  order  to  luve  the  power  of 
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Irs  booses  vitluntt  molestation,  and  even  penetratine  Jnio  ihc  aparnnents  of  the 
vimcn,  whose  M-eakncs^  wc  fomctiniM  take  .idv-mt.^v-e  of.  I  mnreovcr  confess 
to  jtM  that  *c  b'tv-  >  ..IV,  .«.|  in  common,  at  least  ten  thousand  drachma  by  this 
cttnmnK  tfiek,      t  «,■  I  dcmandc«I  of  niv  cLtmpanions  two  thousand  five 

htifi.!iri!  (It.tiliTi,-  ..inc  to  iii>   sliarv ;  but  ii'  ii-*-    f  .Ic '.if.-il  1  would 

111'  ivitii  ihcm  .ind  retire,  and  I-  1  divcovcr 

Ui!-  cd  to  give  them  mc;  oniu;  ■„    ■      ■  :  ipon  my 


afcare.  they  all  felt  upon  roe.  and  ill  treated  tne  in  a  violent  manner,  ai  I  can 
pro»t  by  the  people  who  have  brought  ui  before  you.  1  wait  here  for  j-ou  lo 
adnunts'tcf  )u»iice,  my  hvd.  and  ihiit  you  will  make  ihem  deliver  wy  the  two 
ftmiBftd  five  hundred  dmi-hm«  uhirh  are  my  iluc.  And  if  yOti  with  that  my 
eorandei  thould  acknowlcdcc  the  truth  of  what  I  advanrc,  order  tbem  to  recchv 
thnc  times  as  many  blows  as  vou  have  given  me,  and  you  will  see  them  open 
Uicir  cvet  as  1  did." 

Mjr  bnrthcr  and  the  other  two  blind  men  wished  toconvmcc  ihcjuJtt*  that 
thit  wu  an  infamous  impotture.  but  lie  would  not  bear  a  word.  "  RitscaU !"  cried 
he,  "is  it  thus  then  ih.il  '  nu  roumcrfctt  blindncM,  and  ^o  alx^it  dcccivjoi;  peo- 
ple, under  pretence  ot  cxi  iMr)>;  thnr  charily,  ood  are  thu*  enabled  to  be  >cyilty  of 
jttCh  wicked  ai'tions?"  "  He  v*  un  impostor,*  exclaimed  my  brother;  "h  is  false 
ihai  «e  are  able  to  see  ai  all,  and  we  are  ready  to  tihe  Go^  u  witness  of  it." 


"Whatever  my  brother  could  say  was  nevertheless  useless  ;  both  he  and  fats 
companions  received  two  hundred  strokes  of  the  bastinado.  The  judge  every 
moment  expected  Them  lo  ojwn  their  eyes,  and  attributed  to  their  great  obstirucy 
what  it  W.15  impossible  for  them  to  do.  During  the  whole  of  this  time  tlie  robber 
kept  saymg  to  the  blind  men, "  My  j^ood  fellows,  open  your  eyes,  and  do  not  wait 
till  you  aJmoit  die  under  the  punishment."  Then  addressing  himself  to  the  judge 
of  the  police,  he  added,  "  I  see  very  well,  my  lord,  that  they  will  carr^'  their 
obstinacy  so  far  that  they  will  never  open  iheir  eye& ;  ihey  arc  without  doubt 
anxious  to  avoid  the  shame  of  reading  their  own  condemnation  in  llw  cuunte* 
nances  of  those  who  surround  them.  It  is  better  to  pardon  them  now,  and  »end 
some  one  with  me  to  lake  the  ten  thousand  drachms  they  have  concealed." 

The  judge  did  not  intend  to  neglect  doing  this  ;  he  therefore  commanded  one 
of  his  people  to  accompany  the  robber,  and  they  brought  the  ten  bags  bark  with 
them.  He  then  ordered  two  thousand  Kvc  hundred  drachms  to  be  counted  oat 
and  given  to  the  robber,  and  kept  tlie  remainder  for  himself.  With  respect  lo 
my  brother  and  his  companions,  lie  was  satislicd  witli  ordering  them  into  banish- 
ment, which  punishment  he  thought  light  enough.  I  wa*>  no  sooner  informed  of 
what  had  happened  la  Uakbac,  than  f  sought  him  out.  He  related  his  misfbt- 
lune  to  me,  and  I  brought  him  privately  back  into  the  city.  I  should  have  been 
able,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  have  proved  the  innocence  of  my  brother  before  the 
judge  of  the  police,  and  to  have  had  the  robber  punished  as  he  des«r\ed,  but  I 
dared  not  undertake  it  for  fear  of  brmging  some  misfortune  upon  my  own  head 

This  IS  the  conclusion  of  the  melancholy  adventure  of  my  third  brother,  who 
WAS  blind. 

The  caliph  did  not  bugh  less  at  this  than  he  had  done  at  thoK  he  bad  before 
heard-   He  again  ordered  me  to  receive  something  more,  but  without  wail 
they  had  given  it  lo  me,  I  b^an  the  history  of  my  fourth  brother. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  BARBER'S  FOURTH 
BROTHER. 

HE  name  by  which  my  fourth  brother  was  cat 
Alcout  He  lost  his  eye  in  the  manner  I  shall  bav*  the 
hunour  to  rebie  to  your  majcstj'.  He  »-as  a  butcher  by 
trade  ;  and  as  he  had  a  partirular  talent  in  brin^n(  tl|i 
r,ims,  and  teaching  them  to  tight,  he  from  this  cinnun- 
stance  acquired  the  friendship  and  knowlcdi,'e  of  some  of 
the  principal  people,  who  were  much  amused  with  these 
ioris  of  combats,  and  who  even  kept  rams  for  this  veij 
purpose  at  their  own  houses.  He  had  besides  a  very  goin 
business,  and  there  was  always  in  his  shop  the  tme^t  and  moil  beautiful  rnCM 
that  was  to  be  found  in  the  market,  because  he  was  vcr>'  rich,  and  did  not 
expense  in  order  to  have  the  best 

As  he  was  one  day  in  his  shop,  an  old  tnan,  who  had  a  very  long  and 
beard,  came  in  to  jiurchase  six  pounds  of  miat ;  he  then  paid  his  money  i 
went  awav.     My  brother  obser\-cd  that  his  money  mos  very  beautiful,  new 
well  coincil  ;  he  resolved,  therefore,  to  lay  it  by  in  a  separate  part  of  his  c" 
During  five  naonths  the  same  old  man  came  rt^ulirly  e\cr)-  day  fur  the 
quantilyof  meat,  and  paid  for  it  with  the  same  sort  of  money,  which  my  ""' 
as  regularly  continued  to  lay  by. 

At  the  end  of  five  month's.  Alcoui  having  an  inclination  to  make  a  pi 
of  a  certain  quantity  of  sheep,  resolved  in  p.iy  for  them  out  of  this  parttc 
money  ;  he  thcrcfure  went  lu  his  box,  and  opened  it ;  but  he  was  m  the 
astonishment  when  lie  discovered,  instead  of  his  money,  only  a  patccl 
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t«  roaad.  He  immediately  began  to  beat  himself,  and  made  so  great  a  noise 
thit  be  brought  all  his  nei^'hbours  about  him,  whose  surprise  was  as  great  as  his 
o»n,  when  he  infonncd  ihcm  of  what  had  passed  "  I  wish  to  God,"  cried  my 
brother,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  "  that  tlii:!  treacherous  old  man  would  at  this  in- 
itiw  tnake  his  appearance  with  hia  hypocritical  face."  He  had  hardly  spoken 
(bcK  words,  when  he  saw  him  coming  along  at  a  distance.  He  ran  m  the 
pearefl  ht,*rry  to  meet  him,  and  having  seized  hnld  of  him,  *"  Mussulmans,"  he 
*i-  'iih  all  his  force,  "assist  me  !  only  listen  lo  the  shameful  trick  that 

i:..  -  man  has  played  me."     He  then  related  ro  a  large  crowd  of  people, 

wb&rad  lollccied  round  him,  the  same  story  he  had  before  done  lohii  neigh- 
bran.  When  he  had  finished  his  talc,  the  old  man.  without  the  least  emotion, 
■:     ■  red.  **  Vou  would  do  much  better  to  let  me  i,'o,  and  by  this  action 

"  m  for  the  affront  you  have  thus  offered  me  before  so  many  people, 

lt>i  \  siiiiuni  return  you  the  compliment  in  a  more  serious  manner,  whicn  1 
iIiouW  be  sorry  lo  da  "  And  what  have  you,  pray,  to  say  against  me  ? "  replied 
1ST  brother  ;  "I  am  on  honest  man  in  my  business,  and  I  fear  you  not."  "  You 
•■it.  then,  that  1  should  make  it  public,"  returned  the  old  man  m  the  same  tone 
'i  'tioct.  "  Learn,  then,"  added  he,  addressing  himself  lo  the  people,  "that 
'^Kad  of  selling  the  flesh  of  sheep,  as  he  ought  to  do.  this  man  sells  human  flesh." 
■■  V  .1  jre  an  imp<:'stor,''  cried  my  brother.  "  No,  no,"  answered  the  other  ;  "  for 
■  cr>'  moment  I  am  speaking,  there  is  a  man  with  his  tliroat  cut  hangin,s[ 
'  :<:  outiide  of  your  shop  like  a  sheep.  Let  them  go  there,  and  we  shall 
•Wft  know  whether  I  have  spoken  the  truth." 

Before  mv  brother  had  opened  the  box  where  the  Iea\'es  were,  he  had  that 

Vtnitw  Icilfed  a  sheep,  and  had  dressed  and  exposed  it  on  the  outside  of  his  shop 

tniul.     He  therefore  protested  that  what  the  old  man  had  said  was  false;  but 

"iflitt  of  all  his  protestations,  the  credulous  mob,  enrafred  at  the  idea  of  a  man'si 

tejf  milty  of  so  shocking  a  crime,  wished  to  be  assured  of  the  fact  on  the  spot. 

^  Oiererorc  obliged  my  brother  to  let  the  old  man  go,  and  laid  hold  i*f  nim 

l>Beid,  and  ran  like  fiiry  to  his  shop,  where  ihe>'  saw  a  man  with  his  throat 

alalia  hung  up  exa-'tly  as  the  accuser  had  stated  ;  for  this  old  man  wa^,  in  fact, 

'magiciao,  and  had  dcccn-cd  the  e\-cs  of  all  the  )>cople,  as  he  had  formerly  done 

■^'brother,  when  he  bad  made  him  uke  the  leaves  he  had  given  him  for  real 

•BBey. 

At  asht  of  this,  one  of  those  who  held  .AJcouz  gave  him  a  great  blow  with  his 

Hau  as  the  same  time  said,  "  It  is  thus,  then,  rascal,  that  you  make  us  eat 

^un  Besfa  ?  "     The  old  man  also,  who  had  nut  left  them,  immediately  gave  him 

liiKfaer  blow,  that  knocked  out  one  of  his  eyes.     Every  one  who  cuuld  get  near 

tcii  «n?  cuiially  active  in  beating  him.     Nor  were  they  satisfied  with  ill  trearing 

inner:  they  condurted  him  before  the  judge  of  the  police,  before 

v-xhircd  the  pretended  cnrcasc,  which  they  had  taken  down  and 

Wti^ht  with  them  as  a  proof  of  the  accused  person's  guiJc     "  My  lord,"  said  the 

aU  magician  to  lum. "  you  see  before  you  a  man  who  is  so  barbarous  as  to  kill 

aatattd  sell  their  flesh  for  that  of  sheep.    The  public  expect  that  you  will  punish 

te  in  >n  exemplary  manner."     The  judge  of  the  police  attended  to  what  my 

bnxlKr  had  tu  say  with  ^'reai  patience ;  but  the  story  of  the  money  changed  into 

huti  appeared  so  little  worthy  of  belief,  that  he  treated  my  brother  as  an  im- 

MOor,  and  choosing  to  give  credit  to  his  own  eyes,  he  nrdere<l  him  to  receive 

tm  buncbed  hlows.    After  this,  having  oWiged  him  to  riisi-over  where  his  money 

be  took  the  whole  of  it  from  him,  and  condemned  him  to  perpetual  banish- 

it,  after  having  exposed  him  for  three  successive  da)-s,  mounted  on  a  camel, 

ID  an  ibcary. 

At  ^  time  that  this  dreadful  ad\xnturc  happened  to  Alcout,  I  was  absent  from 
ftqpfcad.  He  retired  to  a  very  obscure  part,  where  he  remained  concealed  till  the 
voonds  his  puntshtneoi  produced  were  healed.    U  was  chiefly  on  the  back  thai 
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be  had  been  so  beaten.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  walk  be  cnvdlcd,  during 
niahi  and  through  unriequented  ruails.  to  j  city  wltere  he  was  kn»wn  tu  no  one; 
there  he  took  aTo<I>;'"K-  tf^rn  whence  he  hardly  ever  stirred.  Tired,  however.si 
last  of  iivinj;  so  recluse  a  life,  he  one  day  went  lo  walk  in  tlie  suburbs  of  llie 
when  he  suddenly  hcardagmtnoiseor  horsemen  comin}:  along  behind  him. 
happened  Just  at  this  instant  to  be  near  the  dooi  of  a  lar^e  bouse ;  and  as  he 
apprehensive  uf  evcrybi.>Jy.  nficr  what  had  passed,  he  fancied  these  horae 
were  in  pursuit  of  him  in  urtlcr  to  arrest  him.  He  iherrfcire  opened  the  door 
the  purpose  of  conccalin<|;  himself.  After  havin;^  stiut  it  ag^m,  he  went  ifUO  a 
Inr^c  court,  where  he  no  sooner  appeared  than  two  domestics  tame  up  to  hhn 
and  seJied  him  by  the  colLir,  saying,  "CkkI  be  praised  that  you  ha*-e  caaK,uf 

i'our  own  free  will,  to  give  yourself  up.    Vou  have  dismrbed  us  so  much  for  these 
ast  three  nights,  we  have  been  unable  to  sleep;  and  you  have  spared  our  Uvts 
only  because  wc  ha\-e  prevented  your  wicked  intention  of  taking  them-' 

You  may  easily  imagine  that  my  brother  was  not  a  httle  suq^ised  at  thl*  toit 
of  welcome.  "  My  good  friends,"  said  he  to  them,  "  1  really  know  not  what  mq 
wish  of  me ;  you  without  duubt  take  me  for  another  person."  "  No.  no,"  repUcd 
they;  "wcaienot  ignorant  thai  you  .nnd  your  comrades  are  freebooiera.  Yob 
were  not  satisfied  with  having  robbed  our  master  of  all  he  possessed,  and  raduc- 
inji  him  to  beggary,  but  even  wished  to  take  his  life.  Let  us  see  if  yiu  have  DM 
the  knife  about  you,  which  you  had  in  vou r  hand  when  wc  pursued  vou  but  aigfei.* 
Having  said  this,  they  began  to  search  him.  and  {jencived  that  he  had  a  kaife. 
•*  So,  so ! "  cried  they  in  tiking  it,  "  ha\-e  you  the  assurance  still  to  deny  iha)  yoo 
area  robber?"  "  What  !"tlien  answered  my  brother,  "cannot  a  man  carry  ft  knife 
in  his  pocket  wiilunn  licing  a  thief  i"  Listen  to  my  story,"  added  he  ;  "  uid  in* 
stead  ol  liavinjr  a  ti-id  opinion  of  me.  you  will  even  be  aifeacd  at  my  mblbrtuno..'' 
So  far,  however,  were  incv  Irom  listening  to  it.  that  ihey  tmrnedtatid)'  idl  vpm 
hinii  trod  upon  him,  pulled  otf  his  clothes,  tore  his  shirt :  and  then  otwerviag  tht 
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•ran  upon  Ms  back.  **  Ah,  rucal  ] "  the>' crinl,  retloubling  tbcir  blows,"do  you 
wub  lo  make  us  believe  you  are  an  honcn  man,  when  your  back  is  covered  with 
xan.*"  "•'  ""  '  i\  brother,"m>-)insmustbcveryKroat,sincc,aftcrhavinf; 
baen  ofi  ily  trwicd,  I  am  served  lo  a  second  lime  withcmi  being 

The  t»  i^-aid  mi  attention  tn  mv  brother's  complainls,  but  carried  htm 

befcre  li**.  j-^.*.^  ^  the  police.  "How  dare  you,"  iwid  the  judge, "  break  into 
peopled  bouaM,  and  pursue  them  with  a  knife  in  your  hand  ?"  **  My  lonl,"  an- 
fvmd  poor  Akooz,  "  I  am  one  of  the  moat  innorcnt  men  in  Uie  world.  I  khall 
be  «iMMlie»if  yoa  will  not  dome  the  favour  patienily  to  hstcn  tome.  No  person 
a  man  wwthv  -if  n.nnnssion  th.in  I  am."  "  Sir, "  cried  one  of  ilic  domesuck  at 
tkis  initant,  "  'en  for  a  moment  to  a  robber,  who  brealu  into  people'i 

houca,  ^luj,'  ad  tnurdera  the  inhabitants i*     If  you  refute  lo  ^vv  us 

cmUt,  look  a'.  ind  tliul  will  pruvc  emnigh."     When  he  had  ujd  this, 

tlKjr  unnntit  ler**  back,  and  ^huwed  it  lo  the  judge,  who  immediately 

«nMrad  hiiB  to  iixci^c  uprin  the  spot  u  hundred  strokes,  with  a  Imulicm  strap. 
«a  U*  iboaklcrs,  without  miiuihng  any  further  into  the  matter:  be  t^ten  cotn- 
■MMded  Inm  lo  be  led  through  the  city  upon  a  camel,  with  .1  crier  guing  before 

Un^GkUing  out^ "  this  is  the  way  tm'ev  pl'Xish  thosf.  who  fokcho.v  break 
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lUa  ceremony  wu  over,  they  set  him  down  without  the  town,  and  for- 

•vertocoter  It  again.   Some  people,  who  accidentally  met  him  after  this 

aeond  diacracctful  event,  infonned  me  where  he  was.     I  directly  tct  otit  to  find 

him»  aaid  tfacn  bnitight  him  secretly  to  Bagdad,  where  I  did  everything,  as  far  ai 

I  was  afatb  Co  aanit  hinu 

The  Canph  MostanMrr  nillah  (continued  the  barber)  did  not  laitgh  so  much  at 
that  hoMor/  as  at  ilic  others :  fur  he  had  the  goodscsft  of  heart  to  cofmniMniie  the 
wnfanimnfe  Alcout.  He  then  wished  to  gn  e  me  Mtncthiitg  and  lend  nw  amy  i 
bill  vbhoui  civing  them  time  to  obey  orders,  1  utd,  **  You  may  now  have  obwrved, 
■MM  aonrMn  lord  and  maaier.thai  I  speak  very  litde.  .Since  your  majesty  hu 
lad  Ite  fsowww  10  listen  to  me  thus  far,  and  as  you  exprcu  a  wish  to  hear  the 
■dyHwei  of  my  two  other  brothers,  I  hofie  and  trust  they  will  not  aJturd  you  leu 
wmaamattM  Ihan  what  you  h;ive  already  heard.  You  may  then  make  a  mou  com- 
pleie  kiatory  of  them,  which  will  not  oe  unnorthy  of  being  placed  anKng  toot 
arcUvca.* 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  BARBER'S  FIFTH  BROTHER. 

HA\^  the  honour  to  infonn  ynu  that  the  name  of  my  fifth  brother 
was  Alnajchar,  who,  whJe  he  lived  with  my  f;ilhcr,  wa*  excessively 
idle  :  inMoid  of  working  for  his  bread,  he  vtas  not  asliAined  of  At- 
manding  sufficient  for  hts  support  avery  evening,  and  would  live 
upon  It  the  next  dav.  Our  father  at  hut  died  at  a  very  ad\-ancod 
periLiU  of  hfr,  .ind  .ill  he  left  us  roniisicd  of  se^'cn  hundred  dracfamt 
of  silver.  We  divided  it  equally  among  us,  and  each  took  one  bua> 
drad  for  his  share.  Alnasrhar,  who  had  never  before  been  in  po*- 
seasion  of  so  much  monc)  at  a  time,  found  hhnaclf  very  much  eav 
bamstcd  with  the  disposal  of  it  Ha  dahttad  a  long  tunc  in  hi» 
own  mmd  on  this  subject,  and  at  last  drttonined  to  by  it  nttt  (n  tba 
purchaaeof  riaaies,botilaa,andodMrglan  articln,«^  'nt 

la  fcc  at  a  laiga  vhoteiafa  marchant'a.    He  put  the  whole  of  his  la 

(pa  faaakct,  auid  liied  upon  a  very  small  shop,  where  be  sAt  dawn  with  the  basket 
beiaca  Un,  and,  leaning  his  buk  agaiast  the  wall,  waued  fur  cusloracrv  to  bay 
hb  mErduuidiae. 
WkikfaBwasrcmaiiungiotlusattitudeiWitkUseyea  Aaed  uponhisbaik«,be 
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begnn  to  meditate ;  .tnd  in  the  midst  of  his  reverie,  he  gave  vent  tn  the  foUcrrtnf 
speech  suffioenil)^  luud  for  a  tailor,  who  was  his  neighbour,  to  hear  him. 

''This  basket,"  said  he,  "  cost  me  one  hundred  drachms,  and  tlut  ts  aH  I  an 
worth  in  the  world.  In  selling  its  contents  b>'  retail,  I  shall  do  well  if  I  mate  tvQ 
htmdred  drachma  :  and  uf  these  two  hundred,  which  I  shail  invest  again  in  KUja* 
wire,  I  shall  moke  four  hundred  drachms.  By  continuing  this  trmtnc,  I  •hall  ta 
process  of  lime  amass  ihc  &um  of  four  thousand  drachms.  With  thcw  four  (Imm- 
sind  1  shall  easily  make  eight.  And  as  soon  as  1  uin  worth  ten  thousand,  1  will 
leave  off  selling  glassware,  and  turn  jeweller.  1  will  Uicn  deal  in  diamonds,  p^urls, 
and  all  sorts  of  precious  stones.    When  I  shall  be  in  possession  '  wmhtl 

as  1  wish,  1  will  purchase  a  beautiful  house.  Urge  estates.  kw<  -*,afid 

horses  ;  I  will  cntertiin  handsomely  and  largely,  and  shall  m."  him  In 

the  world.     I  will  moke  ;tll  the  musicians  and  d.inceni,  buth  i  iv-male, 

who  live  in  the  aly,  come  to  my  house.  Nor  will  1  remain  saii^r.Lri  ehi  1  ham 
realized,  if  it  shuU  please  Cod.  one  hundred  thousand  drachms.  And  when  Ikhil 
become  tliiis  rit:h.  I  sh.tll  think  mys<:lf  equal  to  a  prince ;  and  1  will  letMl  nA 
deni.ind  the  dnu^htcr  iif  the  ^r\ind  viiier  in  marriage,  and  rcnrrscnt  lo  him  ihu 
1  liave  heard  the  most  astonishing  reports  of  the  beauty,  n-iitiom,  wit,  oimI  cwt 
other  good  quality  of  his  daughter  ;  and  in  short,  thai  I  will  beslnw  uixm  her  IM 
very  night  of  our  nuptials  a  ilious.ind  pieces  of  gold.  If  the  \i/ter  ahoald  be 
so  ill  bred  as  to  refuse  me  his  daughter,  though  1  know  th.it  util  not  be  theouei 
I  will  go  and  take  her  away  before  his  face,  and  bring  her  home  in  sptie  of  him. 

"As  soon  as  1  shall  have  married  the  grand  vizier'a  daughter,  I  wtQ  purchMr 
ten  very  young  and  weli-uiade  black  eunuchs  for  her.  I  will  dress  myself  libE  a 
prince,  and  wul  parade  through  the  town,  mounted  on  a  line  horse,  the  saddle  (tf 
wtucfa  shall  be  of  pore  gold,  and  the  caparisons  of  gold  stutf,  rehcved  with  dik- 
monds  and  pearls.  1  will  be  accompanied  by  slaves,  who  shall  go  both  bdan 
and  behind  me,  and  will  thus  proceed  to  the  palace  of  the  viuer,withthceyc*cflll 
fixed  upon  tne,  both  nobles  and  others,  who  will  make  mc  the  most  profound  I 
rencc  as  1  go  iilong.  When  I  sliall  liave  dismounted  at  the  grand  vincT's, 
come  to  the  bottom  of  the  staircase,  I  will  ascend  between  my  peui^  ranged 
two  rows  lo  the  right  and  left,  and  the  grand  vuier  in  receiving  me  for  lussoc 
law  shall  give  me  his  pLicc.  .md  scat  himself  before  me,  in  order  to  show  me 
more  respect.  If  .'Ul  this  should  happen,  two  of  my  men  sh.ill  h.ive  a  purse^  each 
containing  one  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  which  I  had  ordered  them  to  brinjj^  I 
nill  then  take  one  of  them,  and  in  prescntuig  it  to  the  grand  rizieT,  will  lay. 
*  Behold  the  thousand  pieces  of  goto  which  1  have  promised  you  cm  the  fint 
night  of  my  marriage.'  Then  utTcring  him  the  other,  I  mill  add, *  This  is  mt  aD ; 
lo  show  you  that  1  am  a  roan  of  my  word,  and  lo  prove  that  I  give  you  nofe 
lluin  I  promise,  receive  this  other  purse  u^  equal  value.'  Afler  such  an  act » 
ihb,  my  generosity  will  be  Uie  conversation  of  the  whole  world. 

"  I  wdl  then  return  home  with  the  same  pomp.  Mv  wife  will  send  sonie  ofliCff 
to  compliment  me  on  my  visit  to  her  fatlter.  I  will  bestow  a  beautiftU  rpfae  cf 
honour  on  the  officer,  and  send  him  back  with  a  rich  prcsenL  If  in  reConk  At 
shall  wish  to  make  me  a  pteseni,  I  will  refuse  It,  and  dismiss  the  pcrfoii  vIk> 
brings  JL  I  will  not,  moreover,  permit  her  to  leave  her  apartments  apon  asf 
account  whatever  without  ttrst  consulting  me  ;  and  whenever  1  wish  to  (^  to  her, 
it  shall  aln-ays  be  in  a  way  that  shall  impress  her  n-ith  the  greatest  ropvct  lor 
me.  In  sliort,  no  house  shall  be  so  well  regulated  as  mmc.  I  will  always  anaar 
nu^iticcntly  dressed  ;  aud  whenever  I  wub  to  pass  the  c\'cning  with  ber,  I  wiS 
sit  in  the  niobt  hotiourdbte  bcal.  where  t  will  affect  a  grave  and  M}lcina  air  i  BOr 
will  I  turn  iny  head  lo  the  right  or  lefL  I  will  speak  but  little :  -'  -*:i!e  my 
wife.beatitifui  as  thetiioonat  the  full,  presents  herself  before  im  splett* 

d»ur,  I  will  pretend  not  to  sec  her.     Her  women,  who  will  be  -;- ^  roond 

her,  will  say,  *  My  dear  lord  and  master,  behold  your  spouse,  the  hunddcst  of 
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jroor  ibva,  before  you.  She  is  wailing  for  you  to  caress  her,  nnd  ts  much  mar- 
liCld  ihat  yoc  do  not  dei^  to  take  the  least  notice  of  her.  She  U  ];rcatly  fatigued 
at  itUkdtng  tbui  long  bdbre  you  ;  at  Ica&i,  then,  give  her  leave  to  sit  down.'  I 
wiB  DM  anwwcr  a  trora  to  this  speech,  ni  which  their  surprise  and  grief  vill  be 
iwch  attginented.  They  win  then  throw  themselves  at  my  feet ;  and  after  they 
ikaD  have  remained  there  a  considerable  time,  entreating^  and  b^^gine  of  me  to 
*  "  to  tfacm,  1  will  at  last  lift  up  my  head,  and  casting  upon  her  a  sort  ot  negligent 
■i^R(  glance,  will  then  return  to  my  fortner  state.  Thinking  perhaps  that  my 
iMy  not  either  be  well  or  properly  dressed,  they  will  lead  her  back  to  her 
mem.  In  orrler  lo  ch-ingc  her  habit ;  and  in  the  meantime  I  w^ll  return  to  my 
afttftment,  and  put  on  a  more  magnilicrnt  dress  than  I  h:id  before  They  wiU 
liaD  mun  a  second  time,  will  address  the  same  si>cet:h.  ;ind  1  shall  again  have 
Iks  pleaivreof  not  looking  at  my  wife  u\\  thcv  shall  Imvc  [imyed  and  entreated  me 
and  eainonly  ai  before.  And  I  will  tbu»  begin,  on  the  very-  first  day  of 
rri^Cfto  teacb  her  how  she  may  expect  to  be  treated  during  the  leuuinder 
life. 

*  After  the  rariou*  ceremonies  of  our  nuptials  are  over*  continued  ATmiKhtr, 
■  I  will  takeaparw  from  the  hands  of  one  of  the  .tttcndants  ':om.-\ining  fi^-c  hun- 
dred pieces  of  gold,  which  1  wtU  rive  to  the  female  .ittcnd.ims,  th.il  they  may 
Itairemr  utnnc  with  myspoosb  Mtoonasthcy$h.ill  have  reiir(;<l,my«ife  shall 
fi  to  bed  X\tM.  1  will  InUMdltMly  feDow  her,  and  will  be  the  whole  nirht  with 
By  bock  turned  towards  her,  ana  will  not  v  'i}>lc  syllable.     Tfie  next 

nonuiig  she  will  not  6til  to  rompUin  to  her  i  lady  of  the  gram)  viner, 

flfmy  pride  and  neglect,  and  this  will  ver>-  n;...-.i  <.^n,.iit  me:  Her  mother  will 
ftsA  CSKBC  to  ice  me,  and  out  of  rcspcf  t  take  and  kiss  my  hands,  and  uy  tu  ine, 
*  Mf  lofd,'  for  she  wUl  not  dare  to  call  me  KD-in-Uw,  through  fear  of  dlsplcaung 
mm  br  ipeaking  with  so  mucfa  (araiUaxlty,  *  1  emnat  jnou,  my  tord,  not  to  imgkm 

acaDo  in  soch  a  niannM-,  doc  keep  her  at  inch  a  ilntance ;  I  assure  you  ilw 
always  endcavcwr  to  please  you.  and  1  know  ber  whole  heart  u  dtvottd  l» 
yoo.'   AUbough  my  motfacr-in4iw  shall  addrem  ne  so  respectfully  aad  badly,  I 
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vnW  nnt  an*"-'  ^  '"■'- 1  word,  but  remain  as  grave  and  solemn  as  c%xr.  She  wiH 
then  thro'.v  my  feet,  and  after  kissing  tliem  many  times,  wUJ  say, '  Mj 

lord.is  it  p'  -----  .  jli  suspect  the  prudenccofmydnughtcr?  I  assure  you  I  have 
Iitv'cr  suticred  her  to  ^n  out  of  my  sight,  and  you  ore  the  tirst  man  who  has  ever 
seen  her  face.  Forbear  tu  inflict  m>  great  a  mortificatiun  upon  ber,  add  ilo  btr 
the  favour  to  look  at  and  speak  tu  her,  and  thus  strengthen  her  good  l&icntiM 
of  endeavouring  to  satisfy  and  please  you  in  everything/ 

"All  this  shall  have  no  eTect  upon  me ;  which  my  mother-tn-Uw  nbscTviii(. 
-she  wtQ  then  take  .1  gl.t&s  nf  wine,  .ind  putting  it  into  my  wife's  hand,  will  *af, 

*  Go  and  present  him  ihts  gla^s  of  wine  yourself ;  be  will  no:,  pe^hap^  ha>«  tke 
cruelty  to  refuse  it  from  «xt  beautiful  .1  hand.'  My  wife  will  then  Like  the  gitu, 
and  stand  up  before  me,  trembling  all  the  time.  When  she  ob»tne>  that  I  do 
not  incline  mvself  tovards  her,  and  that  1  p>er$tst  in  taking  n»t  the  least  ootice 
of  her,  she  v»nll  address  me,  witli  her  eyes  bathed  tn  tears,  in  iIi:  -  '-  ' Mj 
heart,  my  dear  soul,  my  amiable  lord,  I  conjure  you  by  the  favoi  ■  i  eftvco 
has  so  plentifully  bestowed  upon  you,  to  ha\  e  the  goodness  to  l.t»,t  ;...»  tiaM  of 
wine  from  the  hand  of  the  humblest  of  yniir  slaves.*  I  shall,  how«v«r,  tmn  cut 
neither  to  look  at  nor  s[)eak  to  her.  *My  chamung  huslund,*  vUl  she 
to  say.  redoubhng  her  tears,  and  carrying  the  gUn  of  wine  dose  to  injr 

•  I  will  not  cease  entreating  you  rill  I  obuin  the  faTour  of  your  druUdiv  it.' 
last,  tired  and  worn  out  with  her  solicittiions  and  pra.}'ers,  I  wiU  throw  a 
terrible  glance  at  her,  and  will  give  her  a  good  blow  on  her  cheek,  at  the ' 
time  pushing  her  so  violently  from  me  with  my  foot  that  she  shall  fiill  down  at 
the  boiiom  of  the  sofa." 

My  brother  was  so  entirely  absorbed  in  these  chimerical  visions  \\iAi  he  re- 
presented the  aciion  with  his  foot  as  if  it  were  a  reahty,  and  be  unfonimatei)r 
struck  his  basket  of  glassw.-ire  so  violently  that  he  sent  it  from  one  end  of  hit  shop 
into  the  street,  where  it  was  all  broken  to  pieces. 

His  neigblxntr,  the  tailor,  who  had  heard  the  whole  of  his  extravagant  nwiirh, 
burst  out  into  a  fit  of  laughter  when  he  saw  the  basket  ovxrtumed.  "On,  yos 
<nicl  wretch,"  said  he  to  my  brother,  "  ought  you  not  to  expire  witli  shame  at  ID 
treating  a  young  wife  in  such  a  manner,  when  she  has  given  you  no  reason  far 
Complaint  ?  Vuu  must  be  bard-heartcfl  indeed  to  pay  no  attention  to  the  tev\ 
and  be  insensible  to  the  charms  of  so  amiable  a  lady.  If  1  were  in  the  place  oT 
your  father-in-law,  the  grand  viiier,  I  would  order  you  a  hundred  stroke*  »rlth  a 
leathern  strap,  and  send  you  round  the  city  with  the  praise  you  so  well  mert' 

This  most  unfortunate  accident  brought  my  brother  to  his  senses,  and  kaawtac 
that  it  was  his  own  insupportable  pride  that  had  caused  it,  he  beU  his  breait. 
tore  his  gamienrs,  and  sobbed  so  violently  and  loud,  that  adl  the  nei^bourfaaod 
soon  assembled  ;  and  the  people  who  were  going  by  to  midday  prajrcrs  Mupuad 
to  inquire  the  cause  of  all  this  bustle  ;  and  as  this  happened  to  be  on  a  Pnia]% 
there  were  more  people  than  usual.  Some  pitied  AInaschar,  others  hn^tolat 
his  folly.  The  vanity,  however,  which  he  had  before  possessed,  was  now  CPllnh 
annihilated,  as  well  as  his  property  ;  and  be  continued  weeping  at  hit  hanl  and 
cruel  fate,  when  a  Udy  of  considerable  consequence  passed  by.  motmted  oa  a 
muk'  -  'iLv  caparisoned.  The  state  in  which  she  s.tw  my  brother  cjtciteJ 
lict  '  :.    She  asked  who  he  was,  and  the  reason  of  hi«crv'ing  sovMcBlly. 

They  ••tuv  ^-ud  that  he  was  a  poor  man,  who  had  laid  out  the*  Uttle  mooev  Im 
po&sesscd  in  a  basket  of  glassware,  and  that  the  bosket  had  fallen  down  and  d 
us  glass  was  broken.  The  hdy  immediately  turned  to  a  eunuch  who  accompanied 
ber,  and  ordered  htm  to  give  my  brother  what  money  he  liad  with  him.  The 
CuQUch  obeyed,  and  put  a  purse  containing  Ave  hundred  pieces  of  gold  iniD  ay 
brother's  hand.  AInaschar  was  ready  to  expire  with  joy  at  sighl  of  it.  He  be- 
stowed a  thousand  bleismgs  on  the  bay,  and  after  ^utung  up  his  shop,  wtisre  it 
was  DOW  oficlesk  for  him  to  stay,  he  went  home. 
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He  nuKle  many  scrioui  rcAections  on  the  good  fortune  which  had  so  unex- 
pcctedty  ha|ipened  tn  him  ;  and  while  he  was  dius  cmpluj-ed,  he  heard  some  per- 
flOB  knudc  At  hi^  door.  Before  he  upencd  it,  he  a^ked  who  wu  there,  and 
pCfWiring  ti  «ru  a  fciiiAlc  voicc^  he  opened  it.  **  My  son,"  said  site,  addressing 
my  brothcTt "  I  have  a  tivour  to  request  of  you.  It  is  now  the  time  for  prayer*, 
MM  I  wi^  10  wa«h  myself,  in  order  lo  be  fit  to  offer  them.  SiilTer  nic,  I  cntmt 
yOttttocomc  mio  your  housc.and  atTord  mcaha-sinof  water."  My  brother  looked 
U  bcr,  and  saw  xbc  was  rather  advanced  in  years  ;  and  although  he  did  not  know 
ber,  be  nevcithdcsi  acceded  to  what  she  wished.  He  gave  her  a  vessel  full  of 
vatcTraad  tbm  rentmed  his  seaL  He  was  again  quite  absorbed  with  his  adven- 
' :  bo  took  his  gold  and  put  it  into  a  M>n  of  lun^  and  lurrow  purse,  adapted 
Jo  tfat  purpotc  of  canyine  it  at  his  girdle.  The  old  woman  in  tlic  meantime  said 
'  prayrn ;  and  when  she  had  tinii^hed,  she  approached  my  hruthcr.  and  pro* 
Ucd  herself  twice  at  his  fect,^so  low  that  her  forehead  touched  the  j^rouno,  as 
'•lie  was  prarini;  to  tiod  ;  then  Retting  up,  she  wbhcd  my  brother  all  manner 
of  prupeni},  ami  llunked  him  for  his  kindness. 

As  MC  was  but  meanly  dressed,  and  humbled  herself  so  much  before  him,  he 
thon^  that  th«  meant  to  ask  cliaruy,  and  he  offered  her  therefore  two  nieces  of 
fold.  The  old  woman  drew  back  with  as  much  surprise  as  if  my  bn.)tlicr  had 
doBc  her  an  injurv.  "Good  God!"  cried  she,  "what  do  you  ii>ean  by  tliis? 
la  it  poswbte.  sir,  thai  you  can  take  me  for  one  of  those  poor  wretches  who  make 
•  pncticeof  impudently  going  into  people's  houses  and  demanding  ch.irity?  Put 
taadc  jmur  nwncy,  for  I  kive  no  necessity  for  it,  God  be  praised.  1  belong  to  a 
yovag  lady  in  this  city  of  most  incomparable  beauty,  and  v>  rich  thai  she  does 
not  let  mc  want  for  anything." 

My  brother  wan  not  cunnine  enough  to  perceive  the  address  of  the  old  woman, 
who  refuted  the  two  [licccs  of  jrold  only  to  du|)e  him  the  more.  He  uskctl  her  if 
ihc  could  not  procure  him  the  iionoar  of  seeing  this  lady.  "  Certainly,"  answered 
alw.  "and  you  may  even  easily  be  .iblc  to  irtarry  her  ;  and  in  becoming  master 
^^imr  penaayoa  will  get  poueMJon  of  alt  her  fortune  :  take  your  mootjr  and 
IM,"  Delighted  wiih  having  so  unexpectedly  received  such  a  Uagt  man 
f,  and  of  finding  almost  bnmcdiately  after  a  beautiful  and  rich  wife,  he 
an  ncolleclion  of  evrrylhinp  else.  He  tixik  the  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold, 
sulliDred  r;        "1  1         nduct  him. 

Ehe  went  <  '  wed  her  till  they  came  to  the  door  of  a  large 

,  at  whicn  Mil-  i,ii<i>  Krii.     MC  ramc  up  to  her  just  as  a  young  female  GreB: 
ibvc  apCBcd  the  door.  The  old  woman  made  him  go  in  tirst :  be  passed  throngh 

«wdl>paTcd  coun,and  she  then  tnlroduccd  him  into  a  hall,  the  for-- » —liich 

OtnfiriMd  him  in  tlie  hi);h  opinion  be  had  conc:ci%cd  of  the  nit>)rc  nsb 

WIrilt  the  old  woman  went  to  inform  the  young  lady  of  his  arrival,  ..^  -...  ^.^wn( 
and  at  H  was  rather  warm,  he  took  off  his  tartian«  and  laid  it  by  the  side  of  him. 
The  lad^r Clothe  bouse  itnmedialcly mad''  I'ci'  .-n'rir.-tr.inrr.  .itnl  tirw.i't  much  more 
■nickwiihherbcaiitv  than  with  tmm.'  "--s^.   He 

■MO  sp  the  tnoment  fie  perceived  lier.  i  [ileasmg 

tkr  to  rewnie  his  place,  and  Mated  henetf  by  his  side.  She  ciprc«v:d  great  joy 
m  s**uw  Iui° ;  <utd  after  some  kind  compliments,  she  said  to  him,  "  We  .ire  not 
~'|ve  Mficienuy  at  our  ease  ;  come,  git-e  me  )-our  hand."     And  tb 

~  Itt^  out  her  own,  she  led  htm  to  a  distant  aponment.  whrrr 
■enie  tune  in  conversation  i  she  then  left  him,  with  a  prop.v 
(rw  Domcnti.     He  waited  some  time,  when,  instead  of  the 
itas'i  Cfticred,  with  a  scimitar  m  his  hand,  and  catling  i : 
brathcf)  **  What  buitoTis  have  vou  here?"  he  med  in 
iMil  Alnatchar  was  sdied  with  so 
Tlie  black  (fMnediatcly  stripped  li 
bitkcinricar  in  scseral  {nuUm  Us  hcmi.    i  nc  i-y-r  muu-< 
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the  ground,  where  he  remained  without  motion,  thott}:;hhedid  not  lose  hi«i 
The  black  sbvc,  thinking  he  had  killed  him,  asked  fnr  &ome  salt,  of  whicli  ihl 
Greek  slave  brought  him  a  large  dish.  They  then  nibbed  it  [>\-er  my  brotho'i 
vrounds.and  although  the  pain  he  felt  was  almost  intolerable,  he  had  tbepceMBCB 
of  mind  to  !Lhuw  no  sn^ns  of  life.  The  black  slave  and  the  yi>un^  Greek  aow  «at 
away,  and  the  old  woman  who  had  caught  my  brother  in  tins  snjirr>  CUdc  aad 
took  him  by  the  legs  and  drew  him  towards  a  trap-door,  which  she  opened,  Sfac 
then  threw  him  in,  and  he  )icrccivcd  that  he  was  in  a  subterraneous  [>Ucc  ta 
which  there  were  the  bodies  of  dilTcrent  people  who  had  been  mtirdcrod.  It  ■&• 
some  time,  however,  before  he  knew  this,  as  the  violence  of  the  fall  hail  stuoaed 
him  and  took  away  his  senses.  The  salt  with  which  his  wounds  h.^d  been  nibfaal 
was  what  presen-ed  his  life  ;  he  soon  after  felt  hJroself  sufficiently  siroag  lo  ai 
up,  and  at  the  end  of  two  days  he  opened  the  trap-4<x>r  in  the  night,  and  obacrnaf 
a  place  in  a  court  in  which  he  could  conceal  himself,  he  remamcd  Uiere  till  day- 
break. He  [hen  saw  the  detestable  old  woman  come  out :  she  opened  tbc  street 
door,  and  went  in  search  of  more  prey.  As  soon  as  she  ytah  gone  too  lar  to 
obsen-c  him,  he  let  himself  out  of  this  cut-throat  house  iind  tied  to  mine  Uc 
then  informed  mv  of  the  numerous  adventurer  he  had  encountered  in  co  a4ott« 
space  of  time. 

At  the  end  of  a  raonili  he  was  quite  cured  of  his  wounds. '  of  ikr 

infallible  remedies  \  made  him  apply.     He  then  resolved  to  rr.-  nsctfcB 

the  old  woman  who  h.id  so  cruelly  deceived  htm.  For  this  purpose  nc  took  a 
puntG  large  enough  to  hold  five  hundred  pieces  of  money,  but  mstead  of  goM  be 
tilled  it  with  bits  of  glass. 

My  brother  ilien  tied  the  purse  round  his  girdle,  and  disguised  huusell  as  «■ 
old  woman.  After  which  he  took  a  scimitar,  and  concealed  ii  under  bis  <litM> 
He  went  out  early  one  morning,  and  soon  met  the  old  hag,  who  was  alfwdv 
■walking  about  the  cit>-  seeking  to  entrap  some  one  or  other.  AInaschT-  -.-"i-o***^ 
her,  and  feigning  die  vuicc  of  a  woman,  he  said,  "  Can  >ou  do  me  tl  ::■ 

lend  roc  a  money  balance  i  I  am  a  I'crsian,  and  but  just  arrived  in  l___  __:  .  J 
have  brought  five  hundred  pieces  of  gold  from  my  own  countr>',  and  1  wu^  to  aet 
if  they  are  weight."  "  My  good  woman,"  replied  the  other, *'  ycu  <i>uld  not  han 
addressed  yourself  lo  a  more  proper  person  than  me.    You  nc<.  <  '  >  'W  mb 

and  I  will  take  you  to  the  house  of  my  son,whoisanione>'-chiiN-.  hewili 

take  a  pleasure  in  weighing  the  gold  for  you  himself,  and  save  >ou  the  trouble. 
Do  not  let  us  lose  any  time,  for  fear  he  should  be  gone  to  his  shop."  My  bratbcr 
followed  her  to  the  same  house  where  she  had  introduced  him  tlie  fim  iiine,aBd 
the  door  was  opened  b>-  the  Greek  stave. 

The  old  woman  conducted  my  brother  into  the  IliII,  wliere  she  bid  htxn  wait 
a  moment,  while  she  Mcni  to  lind  her  son.  The  pretended  son  then  appeared  ta 
the  furm  uf  that  villanotts  black  slave.  "Come,  my  old  wuman,"  he  callcdi  aut| 
"get  up  and  follow  mc."  Having  spoken  thus,  he  walked  on  before  to  tll«  olacr 
where  he  wished  (o  murder  him.  Alnaschar  got  up  and  followed  the  faUcfc  «U*c; 
and  as  he  was  going  along,  he  drew  his  scimitar  from  under  his  robe,  and  pnc 
him  such  a  blow  on  the  hind  part  m{  the  neck,  that  he  cut  his  head  complete 
off.  He  then  look  il  up  in  one  hand,  and  «ith  the  other  he  drew  ibe  body  afto- 
him  to  the  subterraneous  building,  where  he  lodged  both  of  ihcm  in  safety.  TTit 
Greek  slave,  who  was  used  to  this  business,  directly  after  brought  a  basin  of  sail ; 
but  when  she  saw  Alnaschar  with  the  scimitar  in  his  hand,  and  without  the  nei 
that  bad  concealed  his  face,  she  let  the  basin  fall,  and  ran  away  ;  but  mr  brother 
being  able  to  run  faster,  soon  overtook  her,  and  made  her  head  fly  irosn  bcr 
shoulders.  At  hearing  this  noite,  the  wicked  old  woman  ran  to  kc  what  was 
the  tiuttcr,  when  Alnaschar  seized  her  before  she  had  time  to  make  her  cacaf. 
•^  Wretch  !"  lie  cxdaitned,  "dost  thoti  not  know  me?"  '*  Alas, sir,"  she  trembliocly 
answered. "  I  do  not  remember  to  have  c\  er  seen  you  before ;  who  arc  you?*  "  I 
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am  the  person  into  whose  house  you  came  the  other  day  to  request  leave  to  wash 
yourself,  and  say  your  hypocritical  prayers.  Do  you  not  recollect  it  P  "  She  instantly 
fell  duun  on  her  knees,  and  implored  his  pardon,  but  he  cut  her  into  four  pieces. 

The  l.idy  alunc  remained,  who  knew  nothing  at  all  of  what  was  passing.  My 
br*>ther  went  to  look  after  her,  and  discovered  her  in  a  chamber.  When  she  saw 
him  enter,  she  was  near  faintinfr.  She  prayed  him  to  spare  her  life,  and  he  had 
the  iienerosity  to  grant  it.  **  How  can  you,  madam,"  he  asked,  "  live  with  such 
infamous  wretches  as  those  on  whom  I  have  now  so  justly  avenjied  myself?"  "  I 
was,"  she  answered,  '*  the  wife  of  a  very  worthy  merchant,  and  that  wicked  old 
woman,  of  whose  treachery  I  was  ignorant,  sometimes  came  to  see  me.  '  Madam,' 
said  she  unc  day  to  me. '  we  arc  goinn  to  have  a  gay  and  splendid  wedding  at  our 
hou$c.and  you  will  enjoy  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  there,  if  you  will  honour  us  with 
your  company."  1  siitYered  myself  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  go ;  and  for  this 
purpose  1  dressed  myself  in  my  richest  habit,  and  took  a  hundred  pieces  of  gold 
with  me.  1  fi'llowed  her  till  she  came  to  this  house,  where  I  saw  this  black,  who 
detained  me  here  by  furce ;  and  it  is  now  three  years  that  I  have  been  here, 
though  very  much  .i^ainst  my  inclination,"  "From  the  manner  in  which  this 
black  pnx-ee-icd,  he  must  h.ive  ama>scd,"  replied  my  brother,  "great  wealth." 
**  So  much  su."  she  .in-.vvcretl,  "  th.it  if  you  could  carry  it  away,  you  would  never 
be  poor  .ig.iin.  K'liliiw  ine,  and  1  will  show  it  you."  She  conducted  Alnaschar 
into  a  room,  where  in  truth  he  saw  ^o  many  colters  filled  with  gold  that  he  could 
not  citn.  e.il  hi*  .istiiiii,hinfni.  "do,"  she  cried,  '"and  bring  here  a  sufficient 
number  of  [teraiiiw  to  ■  .irrv  .til  tlii>i  .iway." 

My  brother  did  m-t  w.iit  m  be  told  .1  second  lime  ;  he  went  aw.iy,  and  was 
absent  only  till  he  ■  .-ile.  led  ten  men  together.  He  brought  them  back  with 
him.  and  w.is  intuh  .i>t><n:-<lied  to  find  the  door  of  the  house  '>pcn  :  but  his  aston- 
ishment w.is  still  ;,'reater  when,  on  going  into  the  room  where  he  had  seen  the 
cotfcrs.  he  rmild  nut  di^r.iver  a  single  one.  The  l.idy  h.id  Ijeen  Iwth  more  cun- 
ning and  mure  ilili>;cnt  th.in  he  h.id,  and  she  and  the  coffers  li.id  entirely  vanished 
during  my  brother's  .d)»enie.  That  he  might  net  return  with  empty  hands,  he 
ordered  the  men  to  uke,  instead  of  tlie  coriera,  whatever  move.tbles  they  could 
find  in  the  chambers  and  ditfercnt  apartments,  whence  he  took  much  more  than 
was  sumcieni  to  rep-iy  him  the  value  of  his  Use  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  of  which 
they  h.id  robbed  him.  Hut  in  going  away  from  the  house,  my  brother  forgot  to 
shut  the  door  :  and  ihc  neighbours,  who  knew  my  brother,  and  had  obser\-ed  the 
porters  txtth  come  and  go,  went  and  infonnc<l  the  judge  of  the  whole  business, 
which  api>eared  in  them  of  a  very  suspicious  nature. 

.-Mnasihar  pa^^cd  the  night  quite  at  his  ease  :  but  early  the  next  morning,  as  he 
was  going  out,  he  enmiintered  twenty  men  belonging  to  the  ptilice,  who  imme- 
diately seized  him.  "You  must  come  with  us,"  they  crial  ;  "our  master  wants 
to  speak  with  you."  My  brother  begged  them  to  h.-ive  a  moment's  patience,  and 
offered  them  a  sum  of  money  if  they  would  permit  him  to  escape  :  but  instead  of 
pajm^'  .my  attcntiun  to  wh.it  he  said, they  bound  him, and  toni[x:lIed  him  to  go 
witli  them.  In  the  street  tlicy  met  with  an  old  friend  of  my  Imnher's,  who  siopjwd 
thcni  tij  knctw  the  reason  of  their  liiking  him  in  this  manner.  He  also  propt>setl 
to  ;;ii.e  iliem  .1  cii:i-.ider.d>Ie  sum  to  suffer  him  to  escape,  .ind  rcjxirt  to  the  judge 
th.it  they  nerc  uiMbte  to  tind  him.  But  he  could  not  suci.eed  with  them,  and 
they  <.iMicd  .Aln.i-  h.ir  l>eforc  the  juilge  of  the  jwlice. 

.A:,  toon  as  he  1  .iiiic-  into  his  preseni  e,  the  magistrate  saiii  to  him, '"  I  desire  vou 
to  inform  me  frcrn  mIi.ii  \>\.i>  e  you  f;ot  all  that  furniture  tthi<  h  \ou  h.i<l  brought 
home  \i.-^ttTil  i>  .-"  ■■  ^lr."■  replied  Alnasth.ir.  "  I  am  re.idy  to  tell  ytiu  the  whole 
truth,  but  [n-rinii  me  in  the  Iirst  place  to  implore  your  ctemi-ncv;  and  I  request 
of  \ou  lo  '^wc  ine  >ii;ir  wortl  ih.it  nothing  shall  hapiK-'n  to  me."  "  1  do  so,'"  said 
the  u;d^i'.  .M;.  brdlhcr  then  rel.ilcd  without  diiguise  every  1  ;rciiinst.mce  that  had 
h-ip^-ncd  to  h.iii,  from  the  time  the  old  woman  lir»t  came  to  bis  house  to  request 
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leave  to  say  tier  prayers,  till  be  returned  to  the  chamber  in  which  he  had  left  the 
young  lady,  but  nhum  he  cuuld  not  lind  tlicre,  after  luivin>;  killed  ihc  black,  the 
Greek  ftlavc,  and  the  old  u-aman.  With  regard  to  what  he  luiU  carried  home,  he 
entreated  the  judge  to  sufTcr  htm  to  keep  at  least  a  part  nf  it,  to  recompense  him 
for  ihc  6vc  hundred  pieces  of  gold  of  which  they  had  robbed  hlin. 

The  judji^c  iuimcdiately  sent  sonw  of  his  people  to  my  brother's  house,  to  brng 
away  uvcrything  he  had,  without  promising  to  give  him  any  part ;  and  as  soon  u 
the  tilings  were  dcpo:>ited  in  hts  w.ir«liou$e,  he  ordered  my  brother  instamlv  to 
Ic^ve  the  city,  and  never  to  return  again, on  forfeiture  of  his  life;  be  •  -  '  .» 
feorful,  if  my  brother  remained  there,  he  would  go  and  complain  nf  !  c 

to  ihe  caliph.  AInaschar  in  the  mcaniime  obeyed  the  order  without  .»  miinnor; 
he  departed  from  the  city,  nnd  tied  for  refuj^  to  another  town.  Itut  on  hts  rau 
he  encountered  some  rubbers,  who  stripped  him  as  bare  as  my  hand.  I  wu  no 
sooner  informed  uf  tliiii  new  misfortune,  than  I  took  some  dothcs  uith  me.  and 
went  lu  hud  him  out.  After  condoling  hiui  as  well  as  it  was  in  my  power.  1 
brouj;ht  him  back  with  me,  and  nrwdc  him  enter  the  city  quite  privately,  naa  t 
took  aa  much  care  of  him  as  of  my  other  brothers. 

THE   HISTOKV  OF  THE   BARBER'S   SIXTH 
BKOTHtR. 

H  E  history  of  my  sixth  brother  is  the  only  one  tltat  now  rcmatm  eo 
be  told,  and  he  was  called  Schacabac,  the  Hare-lipped.     He  m 
at  first  sutncicntly  industrious  to  employ  the  hundred  drachmi  of 
silver  which  came  to  his  share,  in  common  with  me  and  his  oilier 
brothers,  in  a  ver>-  ad\-antaKcous  manner ;  but  at  length,  by  nevene 
^^         of  fortune,  he  was  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  begEing  hu  faraod. 
"^^^      In  this  occupation  he  acquitted  himself  with  great  addreu,  uid  fait 
V         thief  aim  was  to  procure  admission,  by  bribing  the  officers  and  do- 
mestics, into  the  houses  of  tlie  great,  and  by  tiavin^;  access  to  Uieir  persons  to 
excite  their  compassion. 

He  one  day  passed  a  very  mn^ifirem  building,  through  the  door  of  which  be 
obser\-ed  a  spacious  coon,  where  he  saw  a  vast  number  of  servants.  Me  went 
up  to  one  of  them,  and  inquired  of  them  to  whom  the  house  belonged.  "  My 
^x>d  man,"'  answered  the  domestic,  "  where  can  you  come  from  to  ask  such  a 
question?  Any  one  you  met  would  tell  you  it  belonged  to  a  Barmecide."  My 
brother,  to  whom  the  libcnU  and  genermis  dispositions  of  the  Ilnrmccides  were 
well  knoft-n,  addressed  himself  to  the  porters,  for  there  were  more  than  one,xi)d 
requested  them  to  afford  him  some  charity.  "  Come  In,"  answered  \\irrr.  *'  no  rmc 
prevents  you,  and  speak  to  our  nustcr;  he  will  send  you  back  well  ■ 

My  brother  did  not  expect  sonuich  kindness:  .ind  after  returning  -.i  -.i 

to  the  porters,  he  with  their  permission  entered  the  palace,  which  «    '  a-^ 

that  it  loijk  him  some  time  to  find  the  apartment  belonging  to  th*  I.  im,-  Sc. 
He  at  length  came  to  a  large  square  building,  in  a  moist  be;iuuful  stj-tt  oi  archi- 
tecture, into  which  he  entered  by  a  vestibule  that  led  to  a  line  garden,  the  walkl 
of  which  were  formed  of  stones  of  ditferent  colours,  v-cry  plea3i.-tnt  to  the  eye. 
Tlie  ipartmcnts  wliich  surrounded  this  building  on  the  ground  floor  wfre  almovt 
mil  open,  and  shaded  only  bv  some  large  curtains  in  order  to  keep  otT  the  sun,  and 
wfaicn  liie>'  drew  aside  to  .-idmit  the  fresh  .lir  when  tlic  Ilc.^t  bej;an  to  suWidc: 

My  brother  wmi,1iI  1i m-  been  must  -m  -iiK-  .U-lij^htwl  iii  so  pleasant  a  spot,  had 
his  mmd  \mxii  it  ease  l<i  id  it.     He  at'vanced  ilill  fAilher, 

and  ei)tcre<.l  a  1^  ii  was  \'er>'r!'  !ied,  .ind  ornamented  with  folmgr, 

Eiintcil  in  .turn  and  gold.   He  pcrcci\'cd  a  venerable  old  in-in,  whoso  heard  wa* 
Of  and  whttc,  sitting  on  a  sofa  and  in  the  most  distinguished  place.    Ketvce  be 
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juc^inj  it  wu  the  ouster  of  the  liouse.  In  fact,  it  was  the  Bannecide  himself, 
^"Ito  told  him  in  an  ubli^mg  manner  that  he  was  u-elconie,  and  asked  htm  what' 
*»e  Kiibcd  "My  lord,"  ansux*red  my  brother,  in  a  lamentable  tone,  in  order' 
*o  cjtciic  his  pity,  "  I  am  a  poor  man  who  stands  very  mtich  in  n«d  of  the 
^ssRancc  of  such  powerful  and  generous  persnns  as  yourself."  He  could  iwrt 
'i4,ttdoDe  better  th.in  address  himseli  to  the  person  he  did,  for  he  was  possessed 
^  idiimsand  amiable  qualities. 

The  Bannecide  w^s  much  asionhhed  at  ray  brother's  answer ;  and  putting  both 
*>is  hands  to  his  breast,  as  if  to  tear  his  habit,  as  a  rrurk  of  commiseration,  "  Is 
'^   imiible,"  he  cried,  "that  I  should  live  at  Bagdad, and  Uiatauch  a  man  as  you 
*^«ild  be  so  much  distressed  as  you  say  you  are  ?   I  cannot  suiTcr  this."  At  this 
^^c^famation  my  brother,  thinking  he  was  H'^'^S  ^o  give  him  a  sinEular  proof  of 
*^3  |ibcralit>',  wished  Imu  every  blessing.    "  It  shall  never  be  said,"  replied  the 
^*;afTT*-,  ;,1.-.  "ihat  1  abandon  you,  nor  do  \  intend  that  you  shall  again  leave  nic." 
^    ~  '_d  niy  bft>lher,  "  I  swear  to  you  that  I  have  not  eaten  anything  this 

**~=  ■     ■.h.n!"crird  ihf  Bannecide,  "is  it  true  that  at  this  tate  hour  you  have 

?^^^<  yet  broken  your  fast  ?  Alas !  poor  man,  he  will  die  with  hunger  \  Here,  boy," 
*^^^dfld  he,  ratsing  his  v-oice,  "  bring  us  instandy  a  basin  of  water,  ihat  we  may 
'^■"'^fcsh  oar  hands. " 

-^hhou^  no  boy  made  his  appearance,  and  my  brother  observed  neither  basin 
^^^^mtcr,  the  Barmecide  nevertheless  began  to  rub  his  hands,  as  if  some  one 
J^^-^  the  water  for  him :  and  while  lie  was  doing  this,  he  said  to  my  brother, 
^-Jome  close  and  wash  along  witli  me."    Schacabac  by  this  supposea  that  the 
ride  was  fond  of  fun,  and  as  he  himself  hkcd  a  little  raillery,  and  was  not 
of  the  submission  the  rich  expected  from  the  poor,  he  approached  htm 
idid  tbe  same. 

'Come,*  said  the  Barmecide,  "now  bring  us  someihinR  to  eat,  and  mind  you 

ao(  keep  us  waiim;,'."     He  had  no  sooner  said  this  than  he  bej^n,  although 

\  had  been  brought  to  eat,  as  if  he  had  taken  something  in  his  plate,  and 

to  put  ti  to  his  mouth  and  diew  it,  calling  out  at  the  same  lime  to  my 

r,  "  Kal,  I  entreat  you,  my  gviesi ;  make  yourself  quite  a:  home.    Eat,  I  beg 

JOA :  vou  seem,  for  a  hungry  man.  to  h.ive  but  a  verj-  poor  appetite."  **  Pardon 

iBv  Ilh.^  "■  irnhfi]  Schacabac,  imitating  his  motions  at  the  same  time  very 

see  I  lose  no  time,  and  understand  my  business  ver>-  well' 

.     I  of  this  bread,"  said  the  Bannecide,  "don't  you  find  it  excellent?" 

'n  tnith,  my  lord,"  answered  my  brother,  who  in  fact  saw  neither  bread  nor 

■^-it,  *  I  nrvcr  ate  .inything  more  white  or  delicate."    "  Eat  your  fill,  thcti,"  re- 

i'nrmccide;  "the  slave  who  made  this  excellent  bread  cost  me,  I  assure 

■  "Irrd  i>ieccs  of  gold."     Then  continuing  to  praise  tlie  female  slave 

'■r,  and  boasting  of  his  bre.id,  which  my  brother  only  devoured 

idc:^  ,  ■■  Boy,  bring  us  another  dish.     Come,  my  friend,"  he  continued 

my  toother,  thmigli  no  other  hoy  .ippcvred,  *'  taste  this  fresh  dish,  and  tell  me 

joii  lavB  ever  eaten  any  boiled  mutton  and  barley  better  dressed  than  this." 

ts  admirable."  answered  my  brother ;  "  i  therefore,  you  see,  help  myself 

'  plcntifitOy."    "  it  affords  me  great  pleasure,"  added  tlic  Barmecide,  *'  to  sec 

;  and  I  cntrtal  you  not  to  suffer  any  of  these  dishes  to  be  taken  away,  since 

■  tad  them  so  much  to  your  taste." 

preseT"'*  '  ■""''  for  a  goose  with  sweet  sauce,  and  dressed  with  vinegar, 
I  dritii  vy  peas,  and  dried  figs.     This  was  broic^ht  in  the  same 

ajU :  ,.  lud  been.    "This  goose  is  nice  and  fat."  fwiid  ilic  Karme- 

^^ ^ ; ** here,  t-ike  only  a  wing  .xnd  a  thigh,  for  you  must  nurse  your  appetite,  as 
^^^■H  are  many  tnore'  things  yet  to  come."  In  short,  he  called  fur  many  other 
^^^Jw  of  diffcTcm  kinds,  of  which  my  brother,  all  the  time  dying  with  hunnr, 
^^^iaoed  to  pretend  to  eat.  But  what  he  boasted  the  most  of  w.~is  a  Iamb  that 
^^  ^Kit  Ettted  with  pistachio-nuts,  and  which  he  ordered,  and  was  ser\'ed  in  Uie 
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same  manner  as  ihe  other  dishes  had  been.  "  Now  this,"  said  he, "  is  .1  di&h  yoo 
never  meet  wiih  anywhere  but  at  niy  lable,  and  1  wish  you  10  cat  your  lU)  of  iL* 
As  he  said  tliis,  he  pretended  lo  tnke  a  piece  in  his  hand,  and  pulling  it  10  mj 
brother's  mouth,  ''lake  and  e^t  this,"  he  said,  "and  you  will  not  thinW  iJl  at  mj 
lud^ent  in  baistinv;  of  ihis  dish."  My  brother  held  hi*  head  ftirw-ard,  opcsed 
tii^  mouth,  prctcndi-d  to  take  the  piece,  nnd  to  chew  and  swallow  it  wtLb  tiiC 
greatest  plciisure.  "  I  was  quite  &urc,"  said  the  Uannccidc,  "you  would  ihtwV  a 
exceUeni."  '*  Nothing  con  be  more  so,"  replied  Schacabac  ;  "  in  short,  no  Ubir 
can  be  more  deliciously  served  than  yours. '  "  Now  brin}*  me  the  r..  -  ■•  "'  -  -1 
the  otlier  ;  "  .ind  I  do  not  think  you  wilt  be  less  pleased  with  that  ili  - 

Iamb.  WelU  what  du  you  lliink  of  it?"  "  It  is  wonderful,"  answered  i.ij  ^.^a^^, 
**we  at  the  ^imc  time  have  in  thi:t  the  Havour  of  amber,  cloves,  nuimogi,  gingv, 
pqipcr.  and  ^twcet  hcrb>,  and  yet  ihey  are  all  so  well  balanced  that  the  prcscocvoi 
one  does  not  prevent  the  llavour  of  (he  rest.  I-Iow  declicious  it  is  !  "  "  Do  jintioe 
to  It,  then," cried  the  itannccide,"and  cat  heartily,  I  beg.  HoUo,  bw/'cjied  be, 
raising  his  %-oice,  "  bring  us  a  fresh  ragouL"  "^  Oh,  no,  if  you  please,  said  Scba- 
cabac,  "for  in  truth,  my  lord.  I  cannot  indeed  eat  any  more." 

"Let  the  dessert, then." said  the  Barmecide, " be scr\cd. and  the  fniit  brat^glu.* 
He  then  waited  for  a  few  momcnis,  in  order  to  j^ivc  the  scr\-ants  time  10  chaagt 
the  dishes,  tlicn  resuming  his  speech,  he  ^aid,  "  Taste  these  almonds,  ibcy  atv 
just  gathered,  and  verv  ;;i.iod."  They  tlien  both  pretended  lo  lake  the  skin  00  the 
almonds  and  eat  them.     The  liarmecidc  after  tlu>  invited  tny  br.  ^loriakc 

of  many  other  thinjis.     "  Here  arc,  you  see,''  said  he,  ".ill  son  ^-akcdk 

dried  cDin5ts,  and  preser\es:  lake  what  you  like."  Then  streichirij;  .1  '      >1 

as  if  he  was  ffjing  lo  give  him  soniclhing,  "Take  this  loxcni;c."  he 
excellent  to  a»si5l  digestion."     Schacalxic  pretended  '  '  '    '■       ■  .'  ■■  ■■•_  ,t.        mric 
is  no  want  of  tnusk  in  this,  my  lord."     "  I  Iiave  lhe>'-  ■--  at  bone,* 

said  tlie  Barmecide  ;"  and  for  these,  .is  well  as  cw ^  ^..^  ..t  my  hoiuc. 

nothing  is  spared,"  He  still  continued  to  persuade  my  brother  to  cat.  **  For  a 
man,"  he  said,  'Svho  was  almost  staning  when  he  came  here,  you  have  really 
eaten  hardly  .inyihinp."  "  My  lord."  rcphed  .Schacabac,  whose  jaws  wen;  veary 
of  chewing  nothing;,"  I  ."usurc  you  I  am  so  full  that  1  cannot  cat  a  marsd  marc' 

"  WelL  tlien,"  cried  the  Uarmecide,  **  after  having  caicn  so  heartily,  il  t*  neccfe- 
sary  to  drink  a  little.  Vou  have  no  objection  to  good  wtnc  ? "  "  My  lofd,*  tv- 
plicd  my  brother,  **  if  you  will  cx':ii5e  me,  I  never  drink  wine,  because  it  i»  lot- 
oidden  mc."  "  Oh,  you  arc  too  wrupulous,"  said  the  other  ;  "  come,  come,  do  as 
I  do,"  "  To  oblige  yiiu,  then."  replied  Schac.ilxic,  *'  I  will ;  for  I  observe  you  do  r«i: 
like  that  anything  shouUt  be  omitted  in  our  fcasL  But  as  I  am  not  in  the  habt; 
of  drinking  u-ine,  I  am  fearful  of  bcmggudty  of  some  fault  against  good  breedutf. 
and  even  against  the  respect  thai  is  due  to  you.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  I  stu 
entreat  you  to  excuse  my  drinking  any  wme :  I  shall  be  well  satisfied  with  water.* 
*■  No,  no,"  said  the  Uarfnecidc,  "  you  must  drink  wine."  Ai  the  same  time  he 
ordered  some  to  be  brought  But  'he  wine,  like  the  diruier  and  dessert,  never  ia 
reabty  appcAred.  He  then  pretended  to  pour  some  out,  and  drank  the  tinX  jebsa. 
After  that  he  poured  out  anoUier  glai>&  for  my  brother,  and  presenting  tt  to  Dim, 
"  Come,  drmk  my  health,^  he  cried,  "  and  tell  me  if  you  think  the  wine  good.'* 

My  brother  took  llic  ideal  g!.!^*^,  ■'ind  lirst  holding  it  up,  and  looking  to  see  if 
il  wercofagood  bright  culour.heput  it  to  his  nose  m  order  to  examine  if  it  bad  an 
agreeable  perfume  ;  be  then,  m.iV;ing  a  most  profound  rc\crencc  to  the  Iianfw> 
ckle,  10  show  that  be  took  the  liberty  10  dnnk  hta  health,  drank  it  off.acconipuucd 
at  the  same  lime  with  proofs  of  receiving  great  plca:>uic  from  the  dnuq^faL  *M] 
lord,"  he  said. "  I  find  this  wme  excellent ;  but  it  does  not  seem  to  mc  (|uitc  sa 
eaough."  **  You  have  only  to  »(>c.ik."  replied  the  other,  *'  if  you  widi  fcif 
iStronger.  I  have  vnriuus  sorts  in  my  cellar.  \V'e  will  »ee  if  this  will  ^ui|  ymt 
')bctU:r.'*    >le  then  pretended  10  pour  out  some  of  another  wn  for  himjcl/f«iwi 


^^E»  some  fnr  my  brotlier.  He  did  this  so  frequently  that  Sclincabac,  pretcndinz 
^^fa  the  wine  had  got  into  his  hend,  feiened  to  be  drunk.  He  miseo  his  hand 
■ad  gave  the  Hnrmefide  such  a  violent  blow  that  he  knocked  him  down.  He  was 
|oing  to  strike  him  a  second  time,  but  the  Ilarmecide,  holding  out  his  hand  to 
*ma  the  blow,  called  out,  "  Arc  you  mad  ?"  My  brother  then  recollecting  him- 
•(K,  taid, "  My  lord,  ytm  had  the  goodness  to  receive  your  slave  into  your  house, 
*>d  to  nuke  a  great  fcast  for  him  ;  you  ought  to  have  been  satisfied  with  having 
iBvle  faim  eat,  and  not  compelled  him  to  drink  wine.  I  told  you  at  first  that  I 
^^oM  be  guilty  of  some  disrespect ;  I  am  very  sorry  for  it,  and  ask  you  a  thousand 

■  il  hardly  finished  this  speech  before  the  Barmecide,  instead  of  putting 

'  :nio  a  great  passion  and  bein^  'ingry,  burst  into  a  violent  ^t  of  laughter. 

'  tLux  searched  for  a  long  time,"  said  he.  "  for  a  person  of  your  disposition.    ' 
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not  only  p-irdon  the  blcnv  you  ha\*e  given  me,  but  Trom  this  moment  I  vrUli  toloolc 
upon  you  as  one  of  my  fncnds,  and  that  )'ou  shall  make  no  other  house  than  mioe 
vour  home.     You  have  had  the  complaisance  to  accommodate  younelf  to  vxf 
humour,  and  the  p-iticncc  tn  cam-  on  the  plc^santrv'  to  the  end  ;  but  WQ  will  dovj 
t  in  rcility."     Having  ^ild  thib,  he  cl.ip(M.-d  hi»  liandri,  when  several  sUrca  is*, 
inlly  appeared,  whom  lie  ordered  to  set  oul  the  t-ibk-  and  ser\-c  dinner  up.    Hia 
inmands  were  quickly  obeyed,  and  my  brother  w-as  now  in  reality  treated  wilh| 
all  the  dishes  he  had  bi^fore  p.irtakcn  of  m  idci.    As  soon  a^  like  tabic  was  clemred, 
lhe>'  brought  some  wine  ;  and  a  number  of  beautiful  female  slaves,  mo^t  nchly  < 
dressed,  appeared,  and  began  to  sing  some  pleasant  airs  to  the  sound  of  iftlUl»-| 
ments.    Scbacabac  had  in  the  end  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  kindacM 
and  civility  of  the  Uarmecide.who  tookagreat  fancy  to  him,  and  treated  him  ia 
the  most  fatniliar  manner;  he  gave  him  also  a  handsome  dress  from  his  own' 
wardrobe. 

The  barmecide  found  my  brother  possessed  of  so  much  knowledge  of  < 
torts,  that  in  tlie  rourse  of  a  few  days  be  entrusted  him  with  the  care  of  all  kitj 
house  and  other  .iifair»  ;  and  my  brother  acquitted  himself  of  his  rhar^  durtlli|' 
the  time  it  lasted,  which  was  twenty  years,  to  the  complete  s-i;  -x  '  " 

employer.    At  the  end  of  this  i>eriod  the  generous  Barmecide,  »m  -M 

age,  pAtd  the  rommon  debt  of  nature  :  and  as  he  did  not  leave  an\  mrir^,  i] 
confiscated  all  his  fortune  to  the  use  of  the  pnnce.    They  even  took  fmn  rojrl 
brother  cvcrj-thing  he  had  saved.      Finding;  himself  thus  reduced  to  the  naU  *  ' 
was  in  at  hrst,  he  joined  a  caravan  of  pilgnms  ^oing  to  Mecca,  with  the  intenti 
of  making,  by  means  of  their  charitiblc  disposition,  the  same  pilgrimage: 
their  journey,  the  caravan  was  unfortunately  attacked  and  plundered  by 
of  Uedouin  Arabs,  who  were  more  numerous  than  the  pilgrims. 

My  brother  thus  became  the  »lave  of  a  Bedouin,  who  for  many  days  contii 
gave  him  the  bastinado,  tn  order  to  induce  him  to  get  himself  ransomed. 
cabac  protested  to  him  tliat  it  was  all  to  no  purpose  for  him  to  ill  treat  htm  in 
this  manner.  "  1  am  your  slave."  said  he,  ^and  you  may  dispose  of  nie  as  yt^V-' 
hke  :  but  1  declare  to'you  that  I  am  in  the  most  extreme  [wvcrly,  and  that  il  HA 
not  in  my  power  to  ransom  myself."  My  brother  tried  ever>-  expedient  to  con-J 
vince  him  of  his  wretched  condition ;  he  endeavoured  to  soften  him  by  his  tears}] 
but  the  Bedouin  was  inexorable,  and  through  revenge  at  finding  li:m&el(  di>- 
appointed  of  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  which  he  (ully  expected  to  rtcetve,  I 
took  his  knife  and  ^lit  up  the  lips  of  my  brother,  and  by  this  inhuman  act  he 
deavoured  to  repay  himself  for  the  loss  he  suppoKd  himself  to  ha\-c  Mffered 
The  Bedouin  had  a  wife,  who  was  rather  handsome,  and  he  very  toon  after ' 
mv .brother  with  tier  when  he  went  on  his  excursions.  At  t''~  r  •■-i'-*  the 
left  no  means  untried  to  console  him  for  the  rigour  of  his  She 

gave  him  to  understand  that  she  was  in  love  with  him ;  but  ...  ..;  not  n 

her  passion,  for  fear  he  should  have  reason  to  repent  of  iL  Me  Ihercforc 
every  precaution  to  avoid  being  -ilone  with  her  whene\'er  she  seemed  to  wish 
She  at  length  became  so  much  accustomed  to  joke  and  amuse  herself  with  tbebxrd- 
heaned  .Schacabac  whenever  she  met  him,  that  she  one  day  forgot  bcrscU,  and 
did  it  in  the  ptesenrc  of  her  husband.  My  poor  brother,  without  in  the  least  th^l>^ 
mg  he  was  ob&en'cd.  for  so  his  ill  luck  would  lutve  it.  returned  her  plcisantiv». 
bcduum  immediately  imagined  lliat  they  passed  their  lime  during  his  absence 
a  way  not  ver>'  consistent  with  his  hunour.  This  suspicion  put  him  into  the  gi 
lage;  tic  threw  himself  up<m  my  brother,  and  after  mutilating  him  in  ifae 
barbuirous  manner,  he  earned  him  cm  a  camel  t»  the  top  of  a  nigh  descit 
n,  where  he  left  him.  Ilie  road  to  Haffd_id  happenwl  to  paii  over  ihu 
)untain,and  ^omc  travellers,  who  accidentally  met  him  there,  informed  mewl 
was  to  be  fiHind.  I  made  alt  the  haste  I  c>>uld  to  ttie  p:acc,and  found  the  tm- 
fortunaic  Schacabac  in  the  most  deplorable  condition  it  wa»  posMble  to  be  Ul    I 
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<-r>-  auistance  and  aid  he  stood  in  need  or,  and  brought  him  bock 
e  citv. 


Tills  WW  what  I  related  to  tiie  Caliph  Masu^nser  Bitlah  ['added  the  bjrber). 
,'JIkp'^'*''''  ^'■f^-  I'"'  h  ii'i'budfd  my  conduct  by  reiterated  tits  of  laui^htcr.  "Tlirt 
d  10  me,  "  that  ibcy  have  given  ynu,  and  ao juidy.the 
ic  '  one  can  say  you  do  not  deserve  it     No-erthcleu,  I 

ivc  MUDC  private  rr-iAuns  for  wishing  you  to  leave  the  tovn :  I  tJicrefure  order 
bttmedatcly  to  <ii>ii  the  citv.     r>o,  and  never  let  me  hear  or  you  aifain."     1 
to  oecc^sity.  and  travelled  for  many  >-ear'4  in  distant  parts.     \  at  leng:th 
htfi^irTrted  rhai  the  caliph  was  dead ;   I  returned,  therefore,  to  Bagdad,  where 
iB<!  ne  of  my  brothers  alive.     It  was  on  my  return  to  this  city  that  1 

.  lame  younj^  man  the  important  service  which  you  have  been  in- 
uf.  \'ju  are  alio  witneues  of  his  great  inj^ratiiude,  and  of  the  injurious 
irwr  in  which  he  has  treated  mc.  Instead  of  acknowledging  his  great  obli- 
'nikms  to  met  he  bait  chosen  rather  to  wander  at  a  di»unce  from  his  own  country, 
■  Mller  to  avoid  mc.  vVs  soon  as  I  discuvetcd  th^it  he  had  left  Bagdad,  and 
aWwHilh  no  person  could  gi^T  me  any  infunn^itiun  uf  the  road  he  had  taken,  or 
Into  vnU  country  he  had  travelled,  I  did  not  hdiu^tc  a  moment,  but  instantly  -xX 
•otto  "-*'  y-r-  I  '..^-^i  on  frnm  province  to  province  for  a  considerable  length 
of  tir-.  met  him  to-day,  atatime  I  least  expected  it,and  least 

of  all  -~  -  ^.,-^.   .      ...1  him  io  irritated  against  me. 

HaHak  in  this  manner  related  the  history  of  the  lame  youi^  man  and  the  bather 
"  Bajfilad  to  the  Sultan  of  Casgar,  the  tailor  went  on  as  (bOowiL 

Vkhcn  the  bar'       ': : '         '  ■•]  his  story,  we  pUinlv  perceived  the  youns  man 
It  not  wrong  ■  of  being  a  eieu  cnattcrar.    We  nevertheless 

'  that  be  kiiuuiii  iiToi.iiii  »ith  us,  and  pjtruke  of  the  feast  which  ilie  master 
tte  boeia  had  prepwed  for  us.  We  then  ut  down  at  tabl«,  and  crmtmucd  to 
siejr  ovnclvea  nil  the  time  of  the  last  prayers  before  sunset.  All  ihe  coraptiuiy 
Ibffi  •epuated,and  I  ictumed  to  my  shop,  where  I  remained  till  it  was  time  to 
ik*t  It  ap  and  go  to  my  house. 

ll  «»s  during  ilus  mterval  that  the  little  hunchbtck,  who  was  half  drank,  canne 
^talore  my  shop;  which  led  to  the  events  already  d<rtaiIod.    It  i»  now  for  your 
to  determine  whether  we  arc  worthy  of  your  clemency  or  your  aiij[er; 
we  deserve  to  live  or  die. 

TTie  *»iitian  of  Caspar's  •'rtuntenanre  erpre?^  so  mttch  satisfaction  and  con* 
*•-  '  save  new        '  'npAnions.    "I  cannot  deny."  he 

t  am  mon  ,  of  the  Umt  young  tnan.  of  the 

barber.  xzA  with  the  adtcnuica  lI  hu  brothers,  than  at  anything  in  the  his* 
torr  of  my  butloon.  But  before  I  send  you  all  four  back  to  your  own  houMS| 
aaa  even  bcforv  I  order  the  buna)  of  the  little  hunchback,  1  wish  to  see  tbia 
faarfair  who  lui  boon  the  caoae  of  your  penlon.  And  bincchc  isnowb  mya4>^eal, 
ic  will  not  be  difficult  to  satisfy  my  curiosity.*  He  unmotUatelv  ordered  one  of 
Im  amatbnii  to  go  and  find  bun  out,  and  to  uke  the  lailar  wiia  him,  whu  knew 
where  he  most  prabably  wna. 

The  oAcer  and  tailor  were  not  Ions  absent,  and  brought  back  the  barber  with 
llMm,  whom  they  pre*ented  to  the  sultan.  He  appeared  like  a  roan  of  about 
■iDMy.  Mto  bom  and  evcbrovs  were  as  white  as  snow,  his  ears  hunj;  down  a 
csnaklcnblc  leofih,  and  iiis  imw  waa  verv  long.  The  sultan  could  scurcdy  re> 
frain  from  Laughter  ai  the  sight  of  him.  "  \\AVi  of  silence,'*  said  he  to  the  turber, 
"1  oaderstand  that  you  are  acquamted  with  many  wonderful  histories;  t  wish 
«Wy  Bucfa  that  you  would  relate  one  ot  them  to  mc."  "  Sire,"  rephcd  the  barber, 
^im  iha  pc«ieat  wc  will,  if  it  plaaM  your  nujesty,  iwi  spc^  of  the  historic! 
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which  I  may  know;  but  I  most  humbly  entreat  you  to  permit  me  to  uk  one 
question,  and  that  is,  for  what  reason  this  Christian,  this  Jew,  this  Mussulmu). 
and  this  hunchback  whom  I  see  extended  on  the  ground,  arc  in  your  maiesty'ft 
presence?"  The  sultan  smiled  at  the  liberty  the  barber  took,  and  said/'Of  wlut 
consequence  can  that  be  to  you?"  ''Sire/'  returned  the  barber,  "^ii  is  of  con- 
sequence to  me  lo  make  this  inquiry-;  naaielv,  that  your  majesty  may  know  that 
I  am  not  that  grtai  talker  which  some  people  pretend,  but  a  man  who  has  terf 
justly  acquired  the  title  of  the  SilcitL'' 

The  Sultan  uf  Casgar  had  ihc  complaisance  to  satisfy  the  harber'ft  curiosity,  and 
desired  the  adventures  of  the  little  hunchback  to  be  related  lo  him.  When  the 
barber  had  heard  the  whole  stor)-,  he  shook  hi*  head,  as  if  he  meant  to  imply  that 
he  thought  there  was  something  which  he  couUl  nut  well  comprehend.  "  Tnily." 
he  cxilaimed,  "  tliis  is  a  very  wonderful  history ;  but  I  should  vastly  like  to  ex- 
amine this  little  hunchback  a  little  more  closely.'*  He  then  went  near  him,  and 
sat  down  on  the  ground :  he  took  his  head  between  his  knees,  and  after  examin- 
ing him  vcr)-  .-iitcntivcly,  he  suddenly  burst  out  into  a  violent  tit  of  bu^htcr,  and 
with  so  little  restraint  that  he  absolutely  fell  backwards,  without  at  all  cunsidering 
that  he  was  in  the  presence  of  tlie  Sultan  of  Casgar.  He  then  got  up,  laughlof 
heartily  the  whole  time.  "  You  may  very  well  say."  he  at  length  cried,  "  that  do 
one  dies  without  a  cause.  If  ever  a  hislorj-  deserved  to  be  written  in  letters  of 
gold,  it  is  this  of  the  hunchback." 

This  speech  made  every  one  look  upon  the  barber  as  a  buflbon,  or  like  an  old 
man  who  had  lost  his  senses. 

"  Man  of  silence,"  said  the  sultan,  "  answer  me !  What  is  the  reason  of  ^-ou* 
clamorous  laughter  ? '  "  Sire,"  replied  the  barber,  '•  I  swear,  by  your  n\a^sty^ 
good-namre,  that  this  hunchback  fellow  is  not  dead  :  there  is  stiU  some  hfc  in 
him  ;  and  I  wish  to  be  considered  as  a  fool  and  a  madman  if  I  do  not  instantly 
prove  it  to  you."  HaWng  said  this,  he  produced  a  bo*  in  which  there  were  various 
medicines, and  which  he  always  carried  nbout  with  him, louse  as  occasion  might 
require.  He  opened  it,  .ind  taking  out  a  nhial  roniaming  a  son  of  balsam,  he 
rubbed  some  of  it  for  a  length  of  time  on  tlic  neck  of  the  hunchback.  He  tben 
drew  out  of  a  cise  an  iron  instrument  suited  to  tlie  purpose,  with  which  he  set 
open  his  jaws  ;  and  by  these  means  he  was  enabled  to  put  a  small  pair  of  piDCCn 
into  the  hunchback's  throat,  and  drew  out  the  fish-bone,  wliich  he  held  up  and 
showed  to  all  who  vfCTC  present.  Almost  immediately  after  thU  the  buncnbeidc 
gave  a  sneeze,  stretched  out  his  hands  and  feel,  opened  liis  cyts,  and  gave  amxiy 
other  proofs  of  being  alive. 

The  Sultan  of  Casgar.  and  all  who  were  witness  to  this  excellent  opcraiioA. 
were  less  surprised  at  seeing  (he  hunchback  brought  to  life,  although  bc  hid 
passed  a  night  and  almost  a  whole  d.iy  without  the  le.ist  apparent  sign  of  anima- 
tion, than  they  were  at  the  merit  and  skill  of  the  barber,  whom  they  now  began 
to  regard,  in  spite  of  all  his  faults,  as  a  very  great  pcrBonagc.  The  sultan  vas  so 
hllcd  with  joy  and  admiration,  that  he  ordered  the  history  of  the  htmchback,  as 
well  as  that  of  the  barber,  to  be  instantly  committed  to  HTitine.  that  the  kaow* 
ledge  of  it,  which  so  well  deserved  to  be  preserved,  might  never  oe  forgouen.  H« 
was  not  satisfied  with  this  ;  but  in  order  that  the  tailor,  the  Jewish  physician,  the 
purveyor,  and  the  Christian  mercluint  might  ever  remember  with  pleasure  tbe 
."tdventures  wliich  the  accident  of  the  hunchback  had  caused  tbcm,  he  presented 
each  of  them  with  a  very  rich  robe,  which  he  made  them  put  on  in  hii  prewocc 
before  he  dismissed  them  ;  and  he  hcston-cd  upon  tbe  barber  a  huge  penjiaa, 
and  rct.tined  him  ever  aften\'ards  near  his  person. 

The  Sultana  Scheherazade  thus  finished  this  long  series  of  adventum,  to 
which  the  supposed  death  uf  the  hunchback  had  given  rise.   She  was  now  ^ 
Her  sister  DmaiTad^,  olncn'ing  that  she  had  done  speakiag}  said  to  her,  ** 
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?^^  princess,  my  sultana,  t  ain  much  the  more  delichted  with  the  story  you  have 
<^^^ast  bntshcd,  because  it  vt-.L5  brought  to  a  conclusion  by  so  unexpected  an  mddcnU 
*    Kally  thought  the  little  hunchback  was  <juite  dead."    "This  surprise  has  alsoj 
^^  'fMJA  tne  much  pleasure,"  said  Schahnar,  "as  well  as  the  adventures  of  tho] 
*_*»ijUi  '*  brothers."     "  The  history  of  the  lame  young  man  of  Bajjdad  has  also] 
'^ — «y  much  diverted  me,"  rejoined  Dinarzad^.    "  I  am  highly  pleased,  my  dcarl 
^^-  «ier,"  replied  Scheheraiad^,  '*  at  having  been  able  thus  to  entertain  the  sultan,^ 
^^»ar  lord  and  master,  as  well  as  yourself ;  and  since  1  have  had  the  good  fortune 
^^»-ot  to  wcar>-  his  majesty,  if  he  M-ill  have  the  goodness  to  prolong  my  life  still 
nher,  1  nill  have  the  honour  to  relate  tu  him  the  histur>-  of  the  amours  of  AbouU 
All  Ebn  ftccar,  and  of  Schcmselnihar.  the  favourite  of  the  Caliph  Haroun 
klroscbid,  which  is  not  less  worttiy  of  his  attention,  and  vuurs  also,  than  the 
irtory  of  the  hunchbaclt."  The  Sultan  of  India,  wiio  was  well  satisiied  at  every- ' 
Scheherazade  had  hitherto  related,  was  determined  not  to  forego  the  plea*  I 
of  hearing  this  Either  history  which  she  promised.     He  now  therefore  arose  | 
went  to  prayers,  and  then  sat  in  council ;  and  the  ne\t  mommg  Dinarzad^ 
'  not  to  remind  her  sister  of  her  promise,  which  she  was  thus  prepared  to 
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SCHEMSELMHAR,  THE  FAVOURITE   OF  THE 

CALIPH  HAROUN   ALRASCHID. 


URING  the  reign  of  the  Caliph  Haroun  Alraschid,  there  lived  a 

dn^:gist  at  Bagdad,  whose  name  was  AbouUiassan  Ebn  Thaher, 

^^^-*nuj»|      He  was  a  man  of  considerable  wealth,  and  a  well-made  and  agrct> 

^^■H|fi&f      able  person.   He  possessed  more  understanding  and  politeness  than 

^^^M'      gcmaally  falls  to  the  tot  of  people  of  his  profession.     His  rectitude, 

I  Jc  sincerity,  and  liveliness  of  disposition  made  him  beloved  and  sought 

I  jfe         af^er  by  everj-  one.     The  caliph,  who  was  well  acquainted  with  nis 

IOJ^      merit,  placed  the  most  implicit  confidence  in  him.     He  esteemed 

^'^^^      him  so  highly,  that  he  reposed  in  him  the  sole  care  of  procuring  for 

^-i*  fi^-ouhte  ladies  es-crj-thing  for  which  they  had  occasion.     He  chose  thar 

tjtwo.  the  furniture  of  their  apartments,  and  their  jewellery— in  all  of  which 

~  ■  ■iMiniii  iiMi  he  gave  proofs  of  most  excellent  taste. 

(Its  vanou*  good  qualities,  and  the  favour  uf  the  caliph,  caused  the  sons  of  the 

and  ofhrr  .iiticers  of  the  highest  rank,  to  frequent  his  house ;  and  it,  in 
lOBnuc:  le  renden'ous  of  all  the  nobles  of  the  court.   Among  other 

men,.'  .almost  a  daily  practice  of  going  there,  was  one  whoui  Ebn 

esteemed  .ibovc  .\U  the  rest,  and  with  whom  he  rnntractcd  a  most  inti- 
I  friendship.  This  young  nobleman's  name  was  Aboulhassan  Ali  Ebn  Hecar; 
:  be  derived  his  origin  from  an  ancient  royal  family  of  I'crsia,  which  had  con- 
extant  at  Bagdad  from  the  lime  when  the  Mussulman  anns  made  a  con- 

__  iof  that  kingdom.     Nature  seemed  to  Iiavu  taken  a  pleasure  in  combining 

y*^^fa young  prince  every  mental  endowment  and  personal  accomplishrocni.  He 

^  cd  a  coimtenance  of  ll»e  most  finished  beauty,  his  figure  was  fine,  his  air 

and  easy,  and  the  eKpression  of  his  face  so  engaging,  that  no  one  could 

him  without  instantly  lovmg  him.     \V*hcnevcr  he  spoke  he  used  the  most 

^i^^VpRnriate  and  pure  language,  while  there  was  somcthmg  even  in  the  tone  of 

^^*»Wice  that  charmed  all  who  heard  him.   To  complete  the  whole,  a*  his  under- 

^^^anding  Mid  jud^^ment  were  of  the  tirst  rank,  so  all  his  thoughts  and  expressions 

^^^Wttcm  admirable  and  juSL     He  was,  moreover,  so  reserved  and  modest,  that 

^^•idvanced  nothing  till  he  had  taken  even.-  possible  precaution  to  avoid  any 

^"■■(kion  of  preferring  his  own  opinion  or  sentiments  to  iliDse  of  another.    Being 

^^  Vroig  man  in  every  respect  such  as  1  have  described  him  to  you,  it  is  not  to 
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be  wondered  at  thai  Kbn  Thaher  distinguished  him  in  a  ponicutar  nunncr 
the  other  youni;  noblemen  of  ihe  court,  whose  vices,  far  the  most  put. 
only  as  a  foil  lo  his  virtues. 

As  this  pTintic  iaas  one  day  at  the  house  of  Ebn  7'hahcr,  the}'  observed  a 
cotnc  to  the  dour  inount^-d  upon  a  black  and  while  inulc,  .ind  st — "■■^  '-■'(  by 
female  slaves,  who  accompanied  her  on  foot.     They  were  nil  \r  rje— « 

least,  as  far  as  could  be  judged  fiom  their  air,  and  lhroH:,'li  the  ■■  jvered 

their  faces.     The  lady  herself  h.-id  nn  a  rose-colnure<l  girdle  .r  riflfen 

in  width,  upon  which  tt"ere  fastened  diamonds  and  pearU  of  ihr  i     „  _c ;  and 

it  wns  no  difficult  matter  to  con)ecture  that  her  beauty  surp-^-^^ed  tnat  ol'  Iter  at- 
tendants, as  much  as  the  moon  at  its  full  exceeds  the  crescent  of  two  days  old. 
She  came  for  the  purpose  of  executing  some  conunissiun  ;  and  as  It  was  iucia> 
sory  to  speak  to  £bn  Thahcr,  she  went  into  his  shop,  which  was  verv  larifc  and 
commodious.  He  received  her  with  every  mark  of  res|»ect,  bcggccl  her  lo  be 
seated,  and  conducted  her  hy  the  hand  to  the  most  honourable  place. 

The  Prince  of  l^ersia.  in  the  meantime,  did  not  choose  to  lei  such  an  ttbO—I 
opportunity  of  showing  his  politeness  and  his  gallantry  escape  him  ;  be  placed  • 
cushion,  covered  with  cloth  of  gold,  for  the  lady  to  rest  upon,  then  Immediaiely 
retireil,  that  she  might  sit  down.  After  this  he  made  his  comphments  by  kia^i^ 
the  cirpet  under  her  feel,  jjoi  up,  and  stood  before  her  at  the  end  of  the  sqCl  As 
she  felt  herself  quite  at  home  with  Ebn  Thahcr,  she  took  oB  her  veil,  and  dt^ 
played  to  the  eyes  of  the  Prince  of  Persia  a  beauty  so  extraurdinar)',  that  it  pi 
him  to  the  bottom  of  hii>  heart.  Nor  could  the  lady  on  her  pan  help  loald 
the  piince,  who^e  person  made  an  equal  Impression  on  her.  ''  I  bq;  of  you, 
she  said  to  him  in  an  obliRmj,'  manner,  "  to  be  seated."  The  Prince  m  F 
obc}-ed,  and  sat  down  on  the  edge  of  the  sofa.  He  kept  hia  eyes  constantly 
upon  her,  and  swallowed  !an;c  drau;;hts  of  the  delicious  jxti^on of  love.  She 
perceived  what  passed  m  his  mind,  and  this  discoverv  completed  her  own  | 
She  then  got  up  and  went  to  Ebn  Th.iher,  and  after  having  hifornied  h 

'  whisper,  of  the  motive  of  her  visit,  she  inquired  of  him  what  was  the  na 
coiintr>-  of  the  Prince  of  Persia.     **  Madam,"  replied  F.bn  Thaher,  **  this 
nobleman,  of  whom  )-ou  are  speaking,  is  called  Aboulliassan  All  Ebn  Becair, 
is  of  the  blood  royal  of  Persia," 

The  lady  was  delighted  to  find  that  the  mao  she  was  so  possionatdy  ia  lc»*« 
with  wa^  of  such  a  high  rank.    "You  main,  without  doubt,  1  suppose,' 
she,  "  that  he  is  descended  from  the  kings  t'f  Persia."    *'  I  do,  tnadiun."  : 
Ebn  Thaher  :  "  the  Ust  kings  of  Persia  are  his  ancestors  ;  and  %incc  the  c 
of  that  kiivydnin,  the  princes  of  his  fcimily  have  always  been  held  in 
at  ihc  court  of  oiir  caliphs."    *■  You  will  aJford  us  a  great  pleasure,"  said 

, "  if  yoii  will  make  me  acqu-iintctl  M^th  tliis  yoiin,^  nobleman.    When  I  shall 
dlis  female  to  yiAj,"  added  she,  poinung  to  one  of  her  slaves,  "  to  rcqaett 
come  and  sec  me,  I  be;;  you  will  brmg  him  with  you  ;  I  very  much  wlih 
should  see  the  splendour  anti  magnihccncc  of  my  palace,  that  ho  may  I 

^and  publish  to  the  world  that  avarice  docs  not  bold  her  coun  among  people 
"tialuy  at  Kagdad.     You  understand,  and  attend  to  what  1  say  to  )*ou.     Pray  \ 
X  fail :  if  you  do,  I  sh.ill  be  very  angry  with  >tMj,  and  will  never  come  and  ^ 
lu  again  as  long  .is  I  live." 

Ebn  Thaher  pn^scssed  too  much  penetration  not  to  understand  by  this  speech 
what  were  the  «ntimenis  of  the  lady.  "  Cod  preser>'c  me,  my  princess,"  rcpbed 
he.  ""from  ginng  you  any  cause  to  be  offended  with  me.   To  execuie  vour  orden 

will  ever  be  a  law  to  me."  Having  received  this  answer,  the  bdy  looV  her  Icav* 
of  Ebn  Thahcr  with  an  inclination  of  her  head  ;  and  after  casting  a  tncst  obUfi^ 
look  at  the  Prince  of  Persia,  she  mounted  her  mule  and  departed. 

Distractedly  in  love  with  this  ladv,  he  ccinttnuctl  looking  at  her  as  kK^[  ai  shv 

was  in  sight ;  and  even  after  he  had  lo5t  sight  uf  ber,  it  was  a  loi^  tinw  bcftn 
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ba  took  hb  eves  from  the  way  she  went  Ebn  Thaher  then  renurked  lo  him, 
that  ha  w«»  oEncrred  t^  lonie  people,  who  were  readjr  to  lau);h  .-it  teeing  him  in 
tSuK  attititTtf  **  AUi  \ "  said  die  prince  to  him, "  you  and  all  the  woTid  n-ould  hare 
caOMawm  upon  tnc.  if  you  knew  that  this  beautiful  Udy,  who  has  just  left  your 
boaae,  had  carried  .iway  by  far  the  better  part  of  mc,  and  that  what  remaiai 
■*^ ■****«  Bvc  aepantc.  Tell  me,  I  conjure  you."  added  he,  "  who  this  tyxannlcal 
ladjr  la  that  coapch  people  thus  to  love  her,  without  giving  them  time  to  ihtnk  oo 
ifaaaufayKL"  "  My  lordricplied  Ebn  TliAhcr.  "*  it  is  the  fumous  Schemselnihar, 
Ae  fint  fovouriie  of  our  sovereign  master  the  uhph."  "  She  it  indeed  caOed  ao,* 
■aid  Mk  prince.  "  with  the  greatest  ;ustice  and  propriety,  sinre  the  is  more  beau- 
Aad  the  aoudlcts  meridian  sun."  "  It  is  true,"  replied  F.bn  Thohcr,  "and 
CaanBaodcrof  the  Faithful  lov     '-•.'.  tomi  her.   He 

cnranljr  commanded  me  tu  fij  hcs.nttdeven 

UDcipatc  her  thouuhn,  if  it  wnc  {"i--;!'.,!:-.  in  .1  ri\  li  '-  ire." 

Hccntctrd  into  Uiis  convcrMtion  with  (he  iirinrr  ti»  \  ^  in  love 

^ere  the  event  must  be  unfWrtunair  ;  but  thi^,  in  fart, .^  w  lu  intlamc 

fate  the  Biore.  "  I  cannot  doubt,"  cried  he,  "  charming  Scliemiclnihar,  that  1 
■haO  DM  ba  autfcred  to  raise  my  thought)  to  thee.  I  nererthclots  feclp  although 
irillMiit  any  hopes  of  being  beloved  in  return,  that  it  will  not  be  In  toy  power  to 
csxM  from  Adoring  ihcc.  I  wiU  continue  lo  love  ihce,  then,  .mi!  wiTi  W-r^t  my 
U:  i  became  the  slave  of  the  moet  beautiful  object  th.'  rs. 

:  Trince  of  Persia  was  thus  consecrating  hit  hr  <  -     -  iful 

SchBBsehuhar,  this  Udy,  at  she  went  home,  rontinucd  \^i  ihink  \\\nix\  ilie  mcana 
tfaould  pursue  in  order  to  see  and  oM^vrfi'*  with  frrrdcmi  wuh  this  prince 
I  Bo  sooner  returned  lothc  palai  -  t')  Kbn  Thaher  that 

female  sLivc  whum  slic  had  .  and  in  whoa  the 

Ac  most  implicit  confidence,  to  rt^ut  >i  hiiu  lu  i.>jmi;  and  see  her  whhoot 
r,  tad  to  bring  the  IMncc  of  Pcnia  aJong  with  him.    The  slave  arrrred  at 
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the  shop  of  Ebn  Thnher  at  the  very  time  he  was  convcrainn  with  the  prince,  and 
while  he  was  asin^-  the  strangest  arguments  to  endeavour  lo  pcrHude  nim  10  pie 

up  his  love  for  ihc  favourite  nf  the  ttilipli.     Wlicn  the  slave  st"  ■' "~,jMber. 

she  aaid,"  My  most  bononr.thle  mistress,  Schcmielnihar,  thcfn  '  of  the 

CoTTimander  of  the  F.iiihful,  cnirtils  you  both  to  come  to  the  y  -^   4. 

expecu  you."     Ebn  Thaller,  in  order  lo  show  how  ready  he  w.i 
?itantly  got  up.  without  anstverioK  the  slave  one  word,  and  foUi 
not  without  considerable  repugnance.    As  lor  the  phocc,  befoUn  >ri!  :  > 
at  all  rcrtcctinj;  on  the  danger  he  ran  from  making  this  visit    Tli-^  1 
Ebn  Thahcr,  who  had  free  admission  to  the  (avauritc,  made  him  p- 
«n  that  subject    They  both  then  fotlawcd  the  slave,  who  walked  a  i  c 

them.  They  went  into  the  palace  of  the  caliph  soon  after  her,  and  juinctl  hex  at 
the  door  of  the  smaller  palace  appropriated  to  Schem&ctnihnr,  which  n3s  alicadv 
open.  She  inuodticed  them  intoa  large  hall,  where  she  begged  thein  to  be  «eiite<l 
The  Prince  of  Persia  thought  himself  in  one  of  those  ddigblful  p.U.ices  which 
are  promised  to  us  in  the  other  world.  He  had  hitherto  seen  nothing  that  at  all 
equalled  the  magnihccncc  of  the  place  where  he  now  was.  The  carpett,  cuJIlioai, 
and  other  furniture  of  the  apartment,  were  most  rich  and  beautiful.  TbiW  hid 
nut  long  remiiiiicd  in  this  pli^ce  befure  a  black  stave  set  out  a  t:iblc,  covered  widi 
the  mc<5t  deliraic  dishes,  ihe  delicious  sntcll  of  which  a"  -  '-'  ''icmastracif 
proof  of  the  excellence  of  the  seasoning.     While  they  werr  e  &Ia^x  wba 

nad  escorted  them  did  not  leave  ihetn  ;  she  took  great  cm.  -j  them  to  cat 

of  those  ragouu  and  dishes  which  she  knew  to  be  the  Iiest  ;  in  the  mca&tilM. 
other  slaves  poured  out  some  excellent  wine,  ivith  which  they  finished  their  rqiut 
When  ihi5  was  over,  they  presented  to  the  Prince  of  Persia  and  to  Ebo  TlialMr 
«ach  a  separate  basm.  and  .1  bciuliful  golden  vase,  fiill  of  water,  to  \y.\C\\  their 
hands.  Thc>'  afteni-ards  brought  them  some  perfume  of  aloes  in  a  (wi  r 
which  wa5  also  of  gold,  with  which  they  scented  their  beards  and  ir 
was  perfumed  water  forgotlert  It  was  brought  in  a  golden  vase,  enruiicd 
<liamond&  and  rubies,  made  expressly  for  this  purpose,  and  was  poured  into 
their  hands,  with  which  they  rubbed  their  beards  and  their  whole  fiiccs,  as 
the  usual  custom.  They  tticn  sat  down  again  in  thctr  places  ;  but  ihn'  VCK  ao 
sooner  there  thiin  the  slave  requested  them  to  get  up  and  follow  her.  She  opeoed 
a  door  which  led  from  the  hall  where  they  were,  and  they  entered  n  saloon  m 
wonderfully  constructed.  It  uas  n  Home  supported  by  a  hundred  columai 
marble,  as  white  as  nlaktster.  The  pedestals  and  capitits  of  these  cnlonuu 
<ach  ornamented  with  quadrupeds  and  birds  of  various  species,  worked  in  _ 
The  carpet  of  thi--;  wonderful  saloon  was  composed  of  a  single  piece  of  cloQti  of 
sold,  upon  which  were  worked  bunches  of  roses  in  red  and  white  silk  :  tliedone 
Itself  was  painted  in  arabesque,  and  afTordcd  a  view  of  a  multitude  of  chamlB^ 
objects.  There  was  a  small  sofa  between  each  column,  ornamented  in  ihc  sane 
m.inncr,  together  with  large  vases  of  porcelain,  crystal,  jasper,  jet,  porphyry  ,ag«ie, 
and  other  x-ahiablc  materials,  all  enriched  with  gold  and  inlaid  with  precious 
«toncs.  The  spaces  between  the  columns  contained  also  large  windows,  wiA 
Ixikooies  of  a  projjcr  height,  and  furnished  in  the  same  style  of  elegance  «if  h  the 
,«afas.  from  whence  you  looked  into  the  most  delicious  garden  in  the  '  - 

malks  were  mosaicked  with  small  stones  of  various  colours,  which  i  .1 

['the  carpet  of  the  s-iloon  under  the  dome  ;  and  in  this  manner,  while  tbcy  Luotued 
•on  the  floor,  either  in  the  saloon  or  garden,  it  seemed  as  if  the  dome  and  the 
garden,  with  all  their  beauties,  formed  one  splendid  whole.  The  view  from  etvf^ 
point  wu  terminated  at  the  end  of  the  walks  by  two  canals  of  water,  as  tnui»> 
parent  as  rock  cr>-sta1,  which  preserved  the  same  circular  figure  ai  the  dome 
One  of  these  canals  was  raised  above  the  other,  and  from  Ihe  higher  the  vatcr 
f^  tn  a  brgc  body  into  the  lower  one.  On  their  banks,  at  certain  disuuicci. 
mre  placed  some  beautiful  broiue  and  gilt  vases,  all  furnished  uith  lihrutn  and 


These  italics  .lUo  wpamtcd  from  each  other  lirjic  spacr*  whkh  wtn 
wtih  \'-fi\  ■.t<i\  ihiclc  iTec*,iri  thr  niid*t  of  whirh  a  thoj&^nd  biirlft  w.irbled 
ihenon  n>c  unds.  nnri  divcmhctl  ihc  srcnc  by  their  various  flights,  and 

by  tke  bntti'*  i^hl  while  in  the  air,  sumetime^  in  spon,  and  at  uihers  in 

a  more  tenous  and  •.rucl  manner. 

The  pHn"-*-  '<(  ^*.^r^i!1  and  Khn  Th?»hrr  Mo^^pH  A  long  rtm©  w  examine  the  grcM 
W^f^Uktn<  r  '  icc,  'rhc>  •  :  marks  of  surnriw:  and  .idmin- 

liOM  n^vtr  ■   mnick  t)i'  ihc  Prince  of  I'crsia,  who  had 

•■vtr  bflfiarc  iccn  any  thing  companib:i:  to  ii.  l:.bn  Thahcr,ttx>,  although  be  had 
been  bsfareiivthis  enchnmini;  spot,  could  not  refrain  from  adrntrinK  its  besuitiei, 
vhich  ahmy*  appeared  witli  an  air  of  novelty.  In  short,  they  badnotceated  from 
thdr  admiration  of  these  frinKuIarthingf,  with  which  they  were  so  agreeably  lalteD 

M^wbca  th""-  ^  :'-'—'-  1 -cd  a  comp-.--     *'  ■ — ' '  nchlv  dreacd. 

fwy  mre  .'  -  otit^de,  ■<>  rhc- (iimte.ea^ 

OD  ■  aeat  nuu*  •■•  ■■  , i-w-i-wood,  enu- ..v.  ■-■>■!  ,...^-,...'..m\  in  comittft' 

acma,  with  a  muiit  al  msiniment  in  their  hands,  watting  only  for  th«  appointed 
to  begin  to  pbv  on  them. 
bMh  went  an^  plared  ihemsctves  in  one  of  the  b.ilcomefi  from  wbaoot 
hod  m  dtnct  tww  of  ibem,  and  nn  lookmg  towards  the  right  handf  lhe)r  nw 
bclaw  a  larfe  court,  with  an  enimnre  into  the  garden  up  a  Hi^ht  of  Mcps.  The 
wfcole  of  this  court  wa*  surrounded  with  \-cry  clcf^n!  nprinrnentj.  The  slave 
kad  hA  ihem.  and  as  they  were  by  tbemsehrcs,  t)i>-  r  for  »ome 

dnCL     "  1  doubt  not,"  said  the  Prince  of  Pen»  i  :  you.  who 

aivaMdatcafld  wii«mAn,lo(A  wiili  vtry  little  &au>U'  n^n  i.|><jit.Lll  tlir«cra)iJU- 
CiMM of  magnMcenr*  and  power.  In  my  e>es  nothin)^  in  the  uhnle  uorM  can  be 
■Dfaafpri--"  '  ^hen  I  add  to  this  the  reHectian  that  it  t!i  the  :iplcndHl  attode 

of  the  too  a;  .  rnwinihar.  And  that  the  hrit  monarch  of  the  world  makes 

M  htM  place  ni  reiimnent,  1  confers  to  you  iliat  I  think  myself  the  most  unfortu- 
HNi  of  mm.  It  leems  to  me  that  there  ranrtot  evt»t  a  more  cruel  fate  tlian  mine, 
to  Idvw  an  object  rorapletelv  in  the  power  of  nv,  — '  —'''-'' in  thevcr^-sfN.'twherc 
tbott  fiTBl  t«  to  pownful.  1  am  not,  even  at  -  ,  <rcure  iif  my  Itfc." 

To  ihis  »pee<-n  nf  the  I'rince  of  Per«iT   IJ ii...^  antwercd  :  •'  1  wtih 

iGca),  au.  tliai    I  could    i;ivc  )-ou  ai  fKrii-   :    i-    r^.nincc  of  the  happy  issue  of 
UtachmcBt  as  1  can  of  the  ufcty  l;I  >uar  ^r>on.    Although  mis  superb 
hdoogf  to  the  caliph,  it  *j%  erected  caprcasly  for  Schcmseltrihar,  aixl  b 
Ih^PAiACK  or  CotrriNLAi    Pir\s:i^ftF<; :  'md  although  It  makea a  part. 
a»ti">  ■<  bea«Mir'  ^scbe  most  perfect  liberty. 

Shell  t  liyetinurhs  la-st  artionfc.    These  btuW- 

ton  ara  aMWouiatcd  wJely  to  her  u%c,  arul  the  ha*  the  abioUitr  /  •'  the 

■MB.  at  she  uUfllct  proper.     She  soet  out  and  walks  about  tin  r-t-er 

ilw  pita—,  wiibout  askiniE  l^ve  of  any  one  ;   the  returns  at  her  <•»  n 
the  cattfli  never  comet  to  tee  her  without  bnt  tending  Mevoiir,  the  '  i 
eanucht.  to  givr  hrr  nntKr  nf  it.  nnd  to  prep.irr  for  hu  reception.     Vnui   intitd, 
tfaCfcHare,  ouyht  not  in  he  ditturbcd.  but  rmuun  in  .i  tranquil  itate  :  be  .iiienti\-e, 
ifcertfuu.toacoti'  '     I:  I  prrcrivc  Srhemselnihar 

Al  Ihc  very  In-  rh.-ihrr  h;id  di>ne  ipeaUftt;. 

b«  boih  obtrrrtxl   *<"•  -LTtc  who  was  t(  ■  ■■  f  .,.-  ^i 

onlcr  ibe  frmale«,  that  ivere  tcunl 

•arvral  mttr'!""-"''      t»— '-  all  immcu..... .,    ..  ■•-   ■  •  ■" 

piaffing  thu-.  '  >ne  of  thrm  wn?  al.' 

a  Mia  most  ^J........: .  Ate  had  been  informcvi  . :  ,    ..  -i. — 

warn  lo  tlqg,  the  words  of  her  soog  were  in  ku<:h  perfect  uniMn  with  the  Heltaga 
of  the  ninca  of  hcrvta.  that  he  cooM  not  help  applauding  hrr  it  ilir  ronchulaK 
«f  tecooplet    "  If  it  po«itble,"hc cried, "that  yon  can  ha\''  •  of] 

tilling  the  inmost  thought  of  otlicn,  and  that  the  kaowlo!^ 


iHte   0(    tn 

"Sem.  to  *ii 


•'  01  pcns- 
.Roftrkit 


•<o 


2V  Arabian  lights. 


puses  in  my  hcan  has  cnabied  ^-ou  to  give  my  feelings  utterance  by  the  lound 
of  your  delightful  voice  ?  1  could  not  myself  have  expressed  tbcm  in  more  appixi- 
pnatc  terms."  To  tiiis  speech  the  fctnalc  answered  not  a  word.  She  went  on 
and  sang  svvcnil  other  stiinzas,  which  so  much  affected  the  prince  that  he  rcfwated 
some  of  them  with  tears  in  his  eyes;  whence  it  was  sufficiently  evident  to  whom  be 
made  the  a|>p1ication.  Wlicn  she  had  tinished  all  (he  couplets,  she  and  her  cvm- 
panions  stood  up  and  sang  all  togettier  some  words  to  the  following  effect,  that 
ike  fuH  maoH  zua:  ab^ut  to  risi  in  alt  Us  spUiuiour,  asii going  saan  to  apPrM£k 
the  iun.  The  meaning  of  which  was,  thai  Schcmselnihar  was  about  to  appetr, 
and  that  the  Prince  of  I'ersiawould  immediately  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  her. 

In  fact,  Ebn  Tliaher  and  the  prince,  looking  towards  one  side  of  the  court, 
obscr>-cd  the  conltdeminl  slave  approach,  followed  by  ten  black  fiemala,  idio 
with  difficulty  carried  a  Urge  throne  of  inassive  silver,  most  elegantly  wnx^bt, 
which  the  slave  made  ihem  place  at  a  certain  distance  from  the  prince  and  Ebo 
Thahcr.  After  this  die  black  slaves  retireil  behind  some  trees  at  ll»e  end  of  a 
walk.  Then  twenty  most  beautiful  females,  richly  and  uniformly  dressed. advaixed 
in  two  rows,  sinewing  and  playing  on  different  instruments,  and  ranged  tbcntsdves 
on  either  side  of  the  throne. 

The  Prince  of  Persia  and  Ebn  Thaher  beheld  all  these  things  with  the  greatcs* 
possible  attention,  eager  and  curious  to  know  in  what  it  would  end.  At  last  tbejr 
saw  come  out  of  die  same  door  whence  the  ten  bUck  slaves  who  had  brooghi 
the  throne,  and  tlie  twenty  otlicr  slaves,  bad  come,  ten  other  fctnaks  equilljr 
beautiful  and  handsomely  adorned  as  the  furmer.  They  stopped  at  tbe  doar» 
waiting  some  moments  for  the  favounte,  who  then  issued  fortn  aiui  placed  lur- 
sclf  in  the  midst  of  them.  It  was  ver)-  easy  to  distinguish  her  from  the  rest,  as 
well  b)-  her  person  and  m-ijesuc  air,  as  by  a'sort  of  mantle  of  very  light  niateriaki» 
enriched  with  azure  and  gold,  which  she  wore  fastened  lo  her  shoulders,  over 
the  other  parts  of  her  dress,  which  was  the  most  appropriate,  best  made,  aod  mMt 
magnificent  that  can  be  imagined.  She  advanced  with  a  dcgnx:  of  nujest}'  vhicb 
did  not  ill  represent  the  ^un  in  its  course  in  the  midst  of  clouds,  which  rcceife 
its  rays  without  diminishing  its  splendour.  She  then  seated  herself  i^mw  lliv 
silver  throne  that  they  had  Drought  for  that  purpose. 

As  soon  as  the  Pnnce  of  Persia  perceived  Schemselnihar,  he  had  cres  te 
nothing  else.    "Wc  cease  our  inquiries,"  said  he  to  Ebn  Thahcr,  "after  the 
object  of  our  search,  u'hen  it  appears  before  us ;  and  we  are  no  longer  m  a  ituc 
of  doubt  when  the  irutli  is  evident    Look  at  this  divine  beauty:  she  is  theoci^ 
of  all  my  evils— evils,  indeed,  whidi  1  bless,  however  icvcre  and  however  losiaig 
tbey  may  become.    At  sight  of  this  object  I  am  no  longer  mvself ;  my  icsdeas 
Soul  revolts  against  its  m;istcr,  and  I  feel  that  it  strives  lu  abandon  me.    Co,  the*, 
my  soul,  I  give  Ihcc  leave  ;  tnit  let  thy  Higlit  be  for  the  advantage  and  preserve 
tion  of  this  weak  frame.     It  is  you,  too  cruel  Ebn  Thahcr.  who  are  tJ»e  cane 
of  my  disorder.   You  imagined  it  would  afford  me  pleasure  t<^  bring  me  here,  aod — -. 
I  perceive  that  I  am  only  come  to  court  my  destruction.     Pardon  me,"  he  acidcd^M 
recovering  himself  a  little,  "  1  deceive  myself,  for  1  was  determined  to  como, 
can  only  complain  of  myself."  At  these  words  he  wept  roost  violently.   "  I  am 
glad,"  said  Ebn  Thaher,  "  that  you  at  least  do  me  iustice.    When  I  told  yon 
Schemselnihar  was  the  tirst  favourite  of  the  caliph,  I  did  so  for  the 
pose  of  pre^'cnting  this  direful  and  fatal  passion,  which  vou  seem  lo 
sure  in  nourishing  in  your  heart.     Evcrj'thiog  you  see  ncre  ought  lo 
endeavour  to  disengage  ynurself.  and  to  excite  only  sentiments  of  gratitodtt 
respect  for  the  honour  Schemselniliar  h.is  been  willing  to  do  you,  in  ordering 
to  introduce  you  here.    Recollect  yourself,  then,  recall  your'wandering 
and  put  yourself  in  a  state  to  appear  before  her  in  a  way  her  kindness  and 
dcscension  deserve.  See,  she  approaches.   If  this  affair  were  to  come  over 
I  would  in  truth  act  \xry  differently  ;  but  the  thing  is  done,  and  1  trust 


734^  History  of  Aboulhastan  and  Schemsdnihar. 


361 


tlal  w«  than  not  repent  tt.  I  have  nothing  more  to  say."  added  he,  "  but  that 
low  **  a  tniior.  who  will  involve  you  in  such  an  abyss  that  you  can  never  again 
fllrtc»l«rowrsclf." 

Ebn  Thaher  had  no  time  to  say  any  more,  as  Schemseinihar  now  came  up. 
[Sieiilac«d  herself  on  ihc  ihronc,  and  saluted  ihcm  both  by  an  tnclinarion  of  her 
PkEML    Her  <)'«»,  however,  were  ttxed  uptin  the  iirincc,  and  they  both  spoke  a 
Iknyitii^^  iniemiinslcd  with  si^'hs,  by  which,  in  a  shuit  time,  they  understood 
QOfr  thAn  they  would  have  done  in  an  age  from  actual  conversation.   The  more 
Sehemselnihar  lu-okcU  at  the  prince,  the  more  did  his  looks  tend  to  confirm  her 
omioB  that  she  ^vns  not  indilfcrent  to  him  ;   and  being  thus  already  convinced 
4  bb  passion,  Schemselnihar  tliought  herself  the  happiest  being  in  the  whole 
VQill    She  at  length  took  her  eyes  off  him,  to  give  orders  for  the  females, 
"to  lud  sun^  before,  lo  approach.     They  rose  up.  and  while  they  were  walking 
(amrd,  the  olack  slaves  came  from  the  walk,  where  they  had  remained,  and 
Weq^  ibeir  seats,  and  placed  them  near  the  balcony  in  tlic  window  where  the 
^tnceof  Persia  and  Ebn  Thalier  were.     The  manner  in  wlnth  all  these  were 
vnqpd,  toj-'ether  with  the  favuuritc'b  ttirone,  and  the  females  who  were  on  each 
■ieof  Ikt.  foniicd  a  semicircle  before  them. 

Wbett  those  who  had  before  been  seated,  had  again,  by  the  permission  o£ 

^ctiaitsclnihar,  who  gave  them  a  sign  for  that  purpose,  taken  their  places,  the 

^Ufmhig  fovuuriie  rixed  upon  one  of  her  women  to  sing.     After  employing  a 

"tfc  time  in  tuning  her  lute,  she  sang  a  song,  of  which  the  sense  of  the  words 

*%s  as  fullo«-s  :    When  two  lovers,  who  are  dotin}*ly  fond  of  each  other,  are 

2^adh>d  by  a  passion  without  bounds  ;  when  their  hearts,  although  in  two  bodies, 

^•V  but  one  ;  and  when  any  obstacle  opposes  tlieir  mutual  desires,  they  may, 

*itt  tears  in  tbcir  eyes,  say, "  If  we  lave  ead>  other,  !>&  au:ie  i:A>c\\  6nds  the  other 

^■Ule,  ought  we  to  incur  displeasure?      Fato  alone  is  to  blame,  not  our- 

Scbemsdnihar  nidently  showed  both  by  her  eyes  and  actions  that  she  thought 
'^Oe  words  applicable  to  herself  and  the  (xince,  and  that  he  was  no  longer 
^^UCer  of  himsclL  He  got  up,  and  advancing  towards  the  balustrade,  which 
***»uJ  him  to  lean  upon,  he  contrived  to  catch  the  attention  of  one  of  the  females 
2*l>0  iftng  ;  and  as  she  was  not  far  from  him,  he  said  to  her,  "  Attend  to  me,  and 
^^■e  the  favour  to  accompany  with  your  lute  the  song  I  am  now  going  lo  sing 
|wl"  He  then  saag  an  air,  the  lender  and  impassioned  words  of  which  per- 
' '  eaprcssed  the  violence  of  his  love  As  soon  as  it  was  finished,  Schemsel- 
-,  fobowing  his  example,  said  to  one  of  her  women,  "  Attend  lo  me  also,  and 
mX  my  voice."  She  then  sang  in  a  manner  that  increased  to  a  stUI 
decree  the  flame  that  burnt  in  the  heart  of  the  Prince  of  Persia,  who 


^^^dy ' 


^^Uy  JUttwertsd  her  by  another  air  stiM  more  tender  ilian  the  one  he  sang  before. 


B  These  two  lovers  having  thus  declared  their  mutual  aflcclion  by  thcJr  songs, 

H^Clicmsclnihar  at  length  completely  yielded  to  the  strength  of  hers.     She  got  up 

^^^^cn  her  throne,  almost  forgeuing  what  she  did,  and  proceeded  towards  the  door 

^^"C*  the  nloon.     The  prince,  who  was  aware  of  her  intention,  instandy  ruse  also, 

*^d  burned  to  meet  her.     They  met  at  the  very  door,  where  they  seiied  each 

^^htf*>  haxids,  and  embraced  with  so  much  transport  Uiat  they  both  fainted  on 

^^te  ipoc     They  would  have  fallen  to  the  ground,  if  the  female  attendants  who 

^MIuBiJ  Scbemselmhar  had  not  pre%'ented  them.  They  supported  and  led  them 

^^  a  aofa,  and  it  was  only  bv  throwing  some  perfumed  water  over  them,  and 

,     ^^^Blrfalg  >'arious  stimulants,  iViat  the)-  returned  to  their  senses. 

K  _     The  lirK  thirtg  Schemselnih.ir  did,  as  soon  as  tlicy  had  recovered,  was  to  look 

H*^aMS  on  an  sides,  and  not  seeing  Ebn  Thaher,  she  eagerly  inquired  where  he 

H  ^^Wft.    The  fact  was,  Ebn  Thaher  h.id  retired,  out  ot  respect  to  her,  while  the 

H  *^nci«ere  emplo>-eri  m  attendmg  their  mistress  ;  for  he  was  really  afraid,  and 

H  'Mi^wktboot  rcasoD,  that  some  unfortunate  consequence  would  arise  Arom  thi* 
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adventure.    As  soon  as  he  heard  that  Schenuetnihar  asked  for  him,  he  came 
£arward  and  prcsenieii  himself  before  her. 

She  seemed  highly  satisticd  a:  the  appearance  of  £bn  'lliaher,  and  expressed 
her  joy  m  these  obliging  terms  :  "  1  luiovr  not  by  what  means,  £.bn  Thaher,  I 
can  ever  repay  tbe  obligations  I  am  under  to  you  :  but  for  you  I  should  never 
have  become  acquainted  with  the  Prince  of  Per^a,  nor  have  gained  the  afi'ectian& 
of  the  most  amiable  being  in  the  world.  Be  assured,  however,  that  1  shall  not 
die  ungrateful,  and  that  my  gratitude  shall,  if  possible,  equal  the  benefit  I  bare 
received  through  jour  means,"  Ebn  Thahcr  could  only  answer  this  flattenng 
speech  by  an  inclination  of  the  bead,  and  by  wishing  tho  ^vourite  tbe  attain- 
ment orever\'thing  she  could  desire. 

Schcmaelnihar  then  turned  towards  the  Prince  of  Persia,  who  was  scsted  b>- 
her  side,  and  looking  at  him,  though  not  u-ithout  feeling  confused  after  whtt 
had  passed  between  thera.  ^  I  cannot,  sir,"  she  said  to  hun,  "but  be  pofoctly 
aaored  that  you  love  uie  ;  and  however  strong  your  passion  for  mc  may  be,  ^nou 
cannot,  I  think,  doubt  that  mine  is  equally  violcnL  Do  not,  howe\-cr,  \n:  - 
delu^vely  tlaiter  ourselves  :  whatever  unison  there  may  be  betweeu  youi 
mcnts  and  mine,  I  cm  look  forward  only  to  pam,  disappointment,  aiul  m,^,, 
for  each.  And  no  remedy,  alas!  remains  to  befriend  us  in  our  misfortunes,  bat 
perfect  constancy  in  love,  entire  submission  to  the  will  of  Heaven,  and  patient 
expectation  of  whatever  it  mav  please  to  decree  as  our  destiny."  "  Madam," 
replied  the  Prince  of  Persia,  "you  would  do  me  the  greatest  mjustice  in  tbe 
world,  if  you  could  for  a  moment  doubt  the  constancy  and  fidelity  of  my  bean. 
My  affection  is  so  completely  blended  with  my  soul,  that  it  forms,  in  fact«  a  nut 
of  my  very  existence  ;  nay,  1  shall  e\'cn  preserve  it  beyond  tlic  gmx-e.  S'eiuier 
misery,  torments,  nor  ubsta.clcs  of  any  kind,  can  ever  be  capable  of  Ic^seniag  my 
love  for  you."  At  the  conclusion  of  this  speech,  his  tears  ilowcd  in  abmwlaaw, 
nor  could  Schcmsdnihar  restrain  hers. 

Ebn  Tliaher  took  this  o[^>ominity  to  speak  to  the  ia.\-ourite  :  "  Madam,*  ttid 
he,  "permit  mc  to  say  that  instead  of  thus  recuiniiig  overwhelmed  inmtstfy,  yos 
ought  rather  to  feci  the  greatest  joy  in  finding  yoursch-cs  so  fortunately  in  caiik 
other's  society.  1  really  do  not  understand  tJie  motives  of  your  gtief.  If  it  be 
so  great  now,  what  must  you  feci  when  necessity  shall  compel  yuu  to  scpanie? 
But  why  do  I  say  shail  compel  you  ?  we  have  already  been  a  long  time  hem,  aad 
it  is  now  necessary,  as  you  must  be  aware,  madam,  for  us  to  lake  our  departiarc:' 
*'  Alas  ! "  replied  Schemselnihar, "  how  cruel  you  are  I  Have  not  you,  who  so  wdl 
know  the  cause  of  my  t&irs,  any  pity  for  the  unfortunate  situation  in  whkb  yon 
see  me  ?  O  miserahJc  destiny  1  why  am  I  compelled  to  submit  lo  so  cnwl  A  f*- 
striciion  as  to  be  for  ever  unable  to  obtain  and  enjoy  what  absorbs  my  wtele 
affection  ?  " 

As,  however,  she  was  well  persuaded  that  Ebn  Thaher  had  said  nothng  bvt 
what  was  dictated  hy  friendship,  she  was  by  no  means  angry  at  his  speech  i  ske  ■ 
even  profited  by  it,  for  she  directly  made  a  sign  to  the  slave,  her  coDl>daiH«»»to 
went  out,  and  soon  returned  with  a  small  collation  of  various  fruits  upoo  a  wBprm~^ 
table,  which  she  placed  between  the  favourite  and  the  Prince  of  I'enia. 
selnihar  chose  what  she  thought  was  the  best,  and  presented  it  to  the 
entreating  him  to  cat  it  for  her  sake.     He  took  it,  ana  iiistantly  catricd  it  to 
mouth,  taking  care  that  the  ver>-  part  which  Kid  felt  the  pressure  of  bcr  6a%_ 
should  first  touch  hi*  lips.    The  prince  in  his  turn  then  i^icntcd  somctbinc 
Schcmsclnihar,  who  directly  took  and  ate  it  in  the  same  manner.      Nor  did  ~ 
forget  to  invite  Ebn  Thaher  to  partake  with  them  :  but  as  he  knew  be 
staying  longer  than  »*as  perfectly  safe,  he  would  rather  ha%'C  rctumed  h>nne* 
he  ate  thcrtrfore  only  through  complaisance.     As  soon  as  the  things  wrre  tak<Bga 
away,  they  brought  some  water  in  a  vase  of  gold,  ond  a  silver  basin,  m  which 
both  washed  their  hands  at  the  same  time.  After  this  they  returned  to  their 
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md  then  three  of  the  ten  black  femiiles  brought  each  of  them  a  cup,  formed  of 
beautiful  rock  crystal,  and  filled  w  ii)i  the  most  exquisite  wine,  upon  a  golden  waiter, 
irhith  ihcj-  pLiced  before  Schcmselnihar,  the  Prince  of  Persia,  and  Ebn  Thaher. 
In  order  to  be  more  !^'  themselves,  Schemselnihar  retained  near  her  only  the 
ten  Uack  slave*,  and  the  other  ten  females  who  were  skilled  in  music  and  sing- 
After  ^e  had  dismissed  all  the  other  anendants,  she  took  one  of  the  cups, 
boldia^  it  in  her  hand,  she  san^  !>omc  of  the  most  tender  words,  which  one 
females  accompanied  with  her  lute.  When  this  was  finished,  she  drank 
She  then  took  one  of  the  other  cups,  and  presenting  it  to  the  prince, 
ie»cd  him  to  drink  it  for  love  of  her  in  the  same  manner  she  had  done  hers. 
recri^-ed  it  with  the  yreatest  transport  of  love  and  joy.  But  before  he  drank 
_  in  his  turn  an  air,  accompanied  bj-  the  instrument  of  another  female  ; 
^ing  it  the  tears  felt  in  abundance  fromhiseyes  :  the  words.also,  which 
iv-r.^,  expressed  the  idea  that  he  himself  was  ignorant  whedicr  it  was  the  wine 
It  be  was  drinking  or  his  o\s-n  tears.  S  chemise  In  ihar  then  presented  the  third 
I  to  Ebn  'lliahcr,  who  thanked  her  for  the  hoiwur  and  attention  she  showed 

When  Uiis  was  over,  the  favourite  took  a  lute  from  one  of  her  slaves,  and 
lied  her  own  voice  in  so  Impassioned  a  manner  that  she  was  absolutely 
bcj'ond  hei^elf ;  and  the  Princeof  Persia, with  his  eyes  intently  fixed  upon 
r,  reruiiKd  perfectly  motionless,  like  one  ench.anted.  In  the  midst  of  these 
(he  trusty  slave  of  the  favourite  came  in  quite  .alarmed,  and  told  her  mis- 
,  lUai  Meiro'ur  and  two  other  officers,  together  with  many  eunuchs  who  accom- 
them,  were  at  the  door,  and  desired  to  speak  to  her  as  from  the  caliph. 
i}te  Prince  of  Persia  and  Ebn  Thaher  heard  what  the  slave  said,  the)- 
\  eulour,  and  trembled  as  if  tlicir  discovery  had  actually  taken  place ; 
Elnihar,  however,  who  perceived  ihem,  soon  dispelled  their  fears. 
After  havmg  endeavoured  to  quiet  their  alarm,  she  charged  her  confidential 
to  go  and  keep  Mcsrour  and  the  two  oBiccrs  of  the  caliph  in  conversation 
!  she  prepared  ncraclf  to  receive  them,  and  said  she  would  then  send  to  her 
iiDtroduce  them.  She  directly  ordered  all  the  windows  of  the  saloon  to  be  shut, 
*ai5  the  paintings  on  silk  which  were  in  the  garden  to  be  taken  down  ;  and  after 
§MrlBs  again  assured  the  prince  and  Ebn  Thaher  that  they  might  remain  there 
^  pawct  safety,  she  opened  the  door  that  led  to  the  garden,  went  our,  and  shut 
fiiificr  her.  In'5pite,howc\'er.  of  every  assurance  which  she  had  given  them  that 
Ury  were  quite  secure  from  discover)-,  they  could  not  avoid  feeling  very  much 
«bnned  all  the  time  they  were  alone. 

As  soon  aji  Schemselnihar  was  in  the  garden  with  the  women  who  attended  her, 
%be  nude  them  take  away  all  the  scats  on  which  the  females  who  had  formed 
tte  concert  had  sat  near  the  window,  from  whence  the  prince  and  Ebn  Thaher 
ttid  beard  them.  When  she  saw  t)mt  c\'crj-thing  was  in  the  state  she  wished,  she 
«it  fScMm  on  tlie  silver  throne,  and  then  sent  to  inform  her  confidential  slave 
4Bt  she  might  introduce  (he  chief  of  the  eunuchs  and  his  two  under-ofTicers. 

They  apite-ired,  follnwcd  by  twenr>*  black  eunuchs,  each  having  a  scimitar  by 
tui  sMe.  and  a  large  golden  lx:lt  round  his  body,  four  fingers  in  breadth.  As  soon 
»l  ihry  perceived  the  favourite,  although  thcv  were  at  a  considenble  distance^ 
tbey  made  a  most  profound  reverence,  which  siie  returned  them  from  her  throne. 
"Vnen  they  appra:ichcd  nearer,  she  got  up,  and  went  towards  Mesrour,  who 
^mlked  firsL  She  asked  him  wlmt  intelligence  be  brought,  to  which  he  replied, 
*'Tbc  Cotnniandcr  of  the  Faithful,  madam,  by  whose  order  I  am  come,  lias 
cluiiol  me  to  say  to  you  that  he  cannot  live  any  longer  without  the  pleasure  of 
^lii^i:^  .  .  ..  '|[p  purposes,  therefore,  *o  pay  you  .a  visit  this  evening  ;  and  I 
«B  ci  :  lo  inform  you  of  it,  that  you  may  prep.are  for  his  reception.    He 

IkDfCL.  — ;-....  :hat  you  will  feel  as  much  joy  at  receiving  him,  as  he  aocs  Impa- 
<ate  to  be  with  yoo." 
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When  the  favourite  observed  that  Mesrour  had  Anishcd  his  speech,  she  ^ 
stratcd  Iicrsclf  on  the  ground,  to  show  the  submission  with  which  she  receiv 
the  commands  uf  the  caliph.    ^V'hen  she  cot  up,  she  said  to  him.  "  T  hri^  >-ou 
inform  the  Cnimn-inder  of  the  Faithful  that  it  will  e%'er  be  my  '  '""^ 

commands  uf  his  majesty,  and  that  his  slave  will  endeavour  t" 
all  the  rcjipcct  tliat  is  due  to  him."  .She  at  the  same  time  gave  ordtTi  :.">  he 
fidcntial  slave  lo  make  all  the  necessary  preparations  in  the  palace  for  the  caly 
Teceptiftn,  by  means  of  ihc  black  females,  who  were  kept  for  ihis  purpose, 
lakmg  leave  of  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs,  she  said  to  him,  '*  You  must  sec  iJiat] 
will  tike  some  little  time  to  make  the  necessary  preparations  ;  go.  therefor 
be?  of  you,  and  arrange  iiutttcrs,  bo  that  the  caliph  may  not  be  \cry  impalic 
and  that  he  may  not  arrive  sti  soon  as  to  find  us  quite  in  confusion," 

Tliechief  of  the  cimuchs  then  retired  with  his  attendants  ;  and  Schemselna 
returned  to  the  saloon  very  much  afflicted  at  the  necessity  she  was  under  of 
iog  the  Prince  of  Persia  back  sooner  than  she  intended.  She  went  to  him 
tears  in  her  eyes,  which  very  mudi  increased  the  alarm  of  Ehn  Thaber, 
seemed  to  conjecture  from  it  some  unfortunate  event.  **  I  lee,  madam."  said 
prince  to  her,  **  that  you  cumc  lor  the  purpose  of  announcing  to  mc  ttut  «rc 
compelled  to  separate.  Provided,  however,  that  I  have  notliinj;  further  tudre 
I  trust  tlial  Heaven  will  grant  me  patience,  which  I  have  so  much  ncerlof,  to 
able  me  to  supiwrt  your  absence."*  "  Alas !  my  love,  my  dear  soul,"  ciicd  the ' 
tender  Schemsclnih.ir.  interruptinc  him,  "how  h.ippy  do  1  find  yours  when  _ 
compare  it  with  my  more  wretched  fate!  You  doubdess  suffer  greatly  from  Wf 
absence,  but  tliat  is  your  only  ^n-ief ;  you  can  derive  consolation  from  the  hopes 
of  seeing  me  again  ;  but  I,  just  Heaven,  to  what  a  painful  task  am  I  compelled  I 
I  am  not  only  deprived  of  the  cnjo>-ment  of  the  only  bein^;  I  tovc,  but  am  obliged 
to  bear  the  sight  of  one  \\-hom  you  have  rendered  hateful  to  mc.  W'UJ  not  the 
caliph's  arrival  constantlv  bring  to  my  recollection  the  necessity  of  your  depar- 
ture ?  And  .thsorbed  as  \  shall  be  continually  with  your  dear  image,  how  shall  I 
be  able  to  express  lo  that  prince  any  signs  of  joy  at  his  presence,  which  has 
hiiberlo  always  been  accompanied  on  my  part,  as  he  often  remarked,  with  plea- 
sure sparkling  in  my  eyes?  When  I  address  him,  my  mind  will  be  distracted ;  and 
the  Icxst  possible  indulgence  I  shall  grant  to  his  aiTection,  will  plunge  r  ponivd 
into  my  very  souL  Can  J  possibly  dcri^'c  the  least  pleasure  from  his  kind  words 
and  caresses  ?  How  dreadful  the  idea !  Judge,  then,  my  prince,  lo  what  tofTiieoto_ 
I  shall  be  exposed  when  you  have  left  mfc"  The  tears,  which  ran  in  str 
from  her  eyes,  and  the  convulsive  sobs  of  her  bosom,  prevented  her  fiinhcr  ott 
ance.  The  Prince  of  Persia  wished  to  make  a  reply,  but  he  had  not  sutTici^ 
strength  of  mind.  His  om-n  grief,  added  to  what  he  saw  his  mistress  sutTcr, 
from  aim  all  power  of  speech. 

Ebn  ThahcT.  whose  only  object  was  to  get  out  of  (be  palace,  was  obliced 
coiuolc  them,  and  beg  them  to  have  a  little  patience.  At  this  moment  the 
fidentiat  shive  broke  in  upon  them.  "  Madam,"  she  cried, "  you  have  no  time  \ 
lose  I  The  eunuchs  are  beginning  to  .issemble,  and  vou  know  the  caliph. 
fore,  will  very  soon  be  here."  "Oh.  heavens  I"  exclaimed  the  favounte.  "1 
cruel  is  the  separation  !  Hasten,"  she  cried  to  the  slave.  *"  and  conduct  Ibcm 
the  gallcr>-,  which  on  one  side  looks  towards  the  gardes,  and  on  the  other 
the  Tigris  ;  and  when  night  shall  have  thrown  Ine  greatest  obscurity  over  tkl 
face  of  the  earth,  let  them  out  of  the  gate  that  is  on  the  back  part  of  tne  ^lacCt 
that  they  may  retire  in  perfect  safety."  .\x.  these  words  she  embraced  the  rriacs 
of  Persia,  without  having  the  po«xr  of  saying  another  word,  and  then  went  lO 
meet  the  caliph  with  her  mind  in  such  a  disordered  slate  as  may  easily  he  lin^toei 

In  the  meantime  the  confidential  slave  conducted  the  prince  anil  Elm  TKahrr 
to  the  gallery  where  Schemselnihar  had  ordered  her :  as  soon  as  she  h»il  intro- 
duced them  into  it,  $he  left  them  there,  and  in  goitig  aw«y  she  shut  the  docn 
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■Acr  her^liifvtiM:  fim  auitred  them  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear,  aod  that  ihe 
VDold  cooM  at  the  proper  time  and  let  them  uut. 

TIm  Uave,  however,  was  no  woner  (one  than  both  the  prince  and  Ebn  Thabet 
lotstii  tb*  aisunnccs  she  had  given  them,  that  they  had  nothinx  to  be  alarmed 
aL  Ttey  namtiMd  all  round  the  irKUeryt  ami  were  extremdjr  mghtcned  when 
Ifatjr  fband  tfcrrr  wnt  not  a  itngle  place  by  which  they  could  Mcapc,  in  oue  tbe 
caaph  or  an-  'itrs  «houkl  t^ke  it  into  their  headi  to  oomc  there. 

Anklden )i  they  uw  throitgh  the  blinds  on  the  side  tfiwarcU  the 

jwJWt  Induced  ihcm  to  go  and  examine  from  whence  it  came.  It  was  i"  ^'-U 
OMsd  bjr  the  flames  of  a  himdrcd  flunbeaux  uf  nhite  wax,  which  an  eoual  num- 
ber of  vooBg  ennnchs  carried  in  their  hands.  These  eunuchs  were  followed  by 
man  inan  a  hundred  oifacx*.  who  were  older,  all  of  whom  fanned  a  part  of  the 
nards  that  woe  always  on  duty  at  the  apartments  of  the  females  bdoagtng  to 
tte  caKph.  Tbcy  were  dressed  and  annril  •*  iih  ^imiurs  in  the  same  way  as 
those  I  have  before  mentioned.  The  calif>li  hiuiMlf  walked  after  these,  between 
Mc»rour.  the  chief  of  the  cunuchft,  wIh>  wus  on  his  right  hand,  and  Vassif,  the 
•ecoBdiocc"'""""'  "•>■■  "  ^-  ••'•  *'•-  '"ft 

Scbemnl"  '  at  the  entivtcc  of  one  of  the  walks,  ac- 

aommled  t-   .- 1  -..  icmalcs,  who  wore  nacUarca  and  curian 

nade  of  large  diamonds,  and  whose  heads  were  alio  profusely  omameated  wttn 
Ihe  same  materials.  They  ail  sang  to  the  Kiund  o(  mitruincnts,  and  formed  a  most 
Mfghthd  cvnccrL    The  favourite  no  sooner  saw  liie  caliph  a|>pr  ad< 

macvd  towards  him,  and  pnmtrated  herself  at  his  feet.    But  3t  H..  \AX\\ 

^ddfitlt  H,  the  «ai*J  t'-  '  '  f  >t»uf  mournful  eyes.  0  1*::  *  ere 

witttcss  la  what  1  am  ■■  ^  lied  Ui  do,  you  would  l>e   >  .   the 

tevcrity  of  my  IuL  Ii  u  Ui><(c  you  alone  that  I  wish  thus  u*  humUc  uysctf— 
my  htux  would  not  then  fed  the  kut  npugoaocc." 
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The  caliph  was  delighted  to  see  Schemsclnihar.  "  Rise,  madam."  be  cried, 
he  approached  her,  "and  come  near  to  me.     1  have  fe!i  myself  but  ill  at  ease  u 
having  been  dcjirived,  for  so  long  a  time,  of  the  pleasure  of  beholding  yoo." 
Having  ihus  spoken,  he  took  her  by  the  hand, and  addressing  the  nioit  kind  : 
obliging  things  to  her,  he  seated  himself  on  the  throne  of  silver,  which  she  I 
ordered  to  be  brought,  ns  she  did  on  a  scat  before  him  ;  and  the  other  iwer 
females  formed  an  entire  circle  round  them,  sittmg  down  on  other  scats  ;  wl 
the  hundred  young  eunuchs,  who  carried  the  flambeaux,  dispersed  tbemKelvi 
certain  distances  from  each  other  all  over  the  garden  ;  and  the  caliph  in 
meantime  enjoyed  at  hi>  ease  the  freshness  tif  the  evening  air. 

\VJien  the  c.iliph  hiid  sat  down,  he  looked  round  him,  and  obscr\-ed  with  _ 
satisfaction  th.it  the  g.irdcn  was  illuminated  with  a  multitude  of  other  lighu 
sides  those  which  the  eimuchs  carried.    He  took  notice,  however,  that  the  sa' 
,  was  slim  up,  at  which  he  seemed  surprised,  and  asked  the  reason  of  iL     It 
In  fact,  done  so  on  purpose  to  astonish  him  ;  for  he  had  no  sooner  spoken, 
all  the  windows  at  once  suddenly  opened,  and  he  saw  it  lighted  up,  Iwth 
'  side  and  without,  in  a  much  more  extensive  and  magniRreni  manner  iitAti  be  ' 
■ever  seen  before.    "Charming  Schemsclnihar  '"  he  cried  at  this  sight,"  I 
itand  your  meaning.    You  wish  me  to  acknowledge  that  the  night  may  be 
as  beautiful  as  the  day  ;  and  after  what  I  now  sec.  I  cannot  deny  it." 

Let  us  now  return  to  the  Prince  of  Persia  and  Ebn  Th:ihcr,  whom  we  left 
up  in  the  gallery.  Although  in  that  disagreeable  situation,  the  tatter  could 
help  admiring  everything  that  passed,  and  of  which  he  was  a  spectator.  **  I  am 
not  a  young  man,"  he  cned,  "and  have,  in  the  course  rjf  my  life,  been  witnns  t» 
many  beautiful  sights  ;  but  I  really  think  I  never  saw  any  spectacle  so  surptlsirtf 
or  grand  as  tliis  is.  Nothing  that  has  been  related,  even  of  enchanted  palaces, 
at  alt  equals  the  exhibitions  we  have  now  before  our  eyes.  What  a  profusion  of 
i  tnagnihccncc  and  riches  ! " 

None  of  these  brilliant  objects,  however,  seemed  to  have  any  eflTect  upon  tlie 
Prince  of  Persia;  he  derived  nut  that  pleasure  fiom  them  which  Ebn  Thabcr 
did.  His  eye*  were  only  intent  upon  Hatching  Schemselnihar ;  and  the  presence 
of  the  sultan  plunged  him  into  the  greatest  affliction.  '*  De.ir  Ebn  Thaher."  ha 
cried, "  I  wish  to  dod  t  had  a  mind  sufiiciently  at  ease  to  be  interesteil,  like 
'  yourself,  in  everything  that  is  admirable  around  us.  tint  I  am,  alas!  in  a  vtry 
different  state,  and  all  these  objects  ser\'e  but  to  increase  my  torment.  Hnw 
can  1  possibly  see  the  caliph  alone  with  her  I  dote  on.  and  not  die  in  despair? 
Should  an  atVcction  so  tender  and  indelible  as  mine  be  disturbed  by  so  power^ 
^a  rival  ?  Heavens  '  how  cKtraordinary  and  cruel  is  my  destiny  '.  Not  an  Instant 
|ago  I  thotiglit  myself  the  happiest  and  nKist  fortunate  lover  in  the  wnrld,  and  at 
this  moment  1  feel  a  stroke  on  my  heart  that  will  at  I.151  he  (he  death  of  mc.-^ 
No.  I  cannot,  my  dear  Ebn  Thaher,  resist  it  My  paiietKe  is  worn  out ;  myna^ 
fortune  completely  overwhelms  me,  and  my  courage  sinks  under  it"  In  WD" 
nouncing  these  List  words,  he  obscr\'ed  something  going  on  in  the  garden  whkfa 
obliged  him  to  be  silent  and  give  his  attention. 

Tbc  fact  was  that  the  caliph  had  commanded  one  of  the  females  that  wsantar 
to  take  her  lute  and  sing.  The  words  slie  sang  were  vtty  tender  and  impaaskmsd; 
and  the  caliph,  being  persuaded  that  she  sang  them  by  .Sc h em sclni hair's  onlcr, 
whn  had  often  given  him  similar  proofs  of  her  affection,  interpreted  thein  m  favour 
of  himself.  But,  at  this  moment,  it  was  very  far  from  the  intention  of  Scbem* 
selnihar.  She  in  her  heart  applied  them  to  ner  dear  Ali  Ebn  Becar,  the  Pnnce 
of  Persia ;  and  the  misery  she  fcU  at  having  in  his  pl.tce  an  objea  before  her, 
whose  presence  she  could  not  endure,  took  such  an  effect  upon  her  tfiu  Urn 
^fainted.  She  fell  hark  in  her  chair,  whioh  had  no  arms  to  ii.  and  would  faave 
'  KiUen  on  the  ground  if  some  of  her  women  had  not  quickly  run  tu  ber . 
They  carried  her  away,  and  took  her  into  the  saloon. 


77te  History  of  AbouUmsian  and  Sdiemsdnihar. 


a6T. 


£ba  Tfaaher,  who  was  in  the  gallery,  surprised  by  this  accident,  turned  his  head 

tr>'wanJ<i  iJie  Pnnte  of  Persia,  wiien,  instead  uf  seeing  him  leaning  against  the 

btinds,  and  looking  oul  .is  well  as  himself,  he  wa^  cxlrcniclv  astonished  to  find 

hftsn  Stretched  mntinnicM  at  his  fecL     He  judged  by  this  uf  tlie  strength  of  his 

tove  ton  Schcmselnihar,  and  could  not  help  wondering  at  this  strange  effect  of 

jyropathy,  which  (liwrcssed  him  the  more  on  account  of  the  place  they  were  then 

tn.    rlowWer,  he  did  all  he  could  to  recover  the  pnnce,  but  without  succe$&.    Ebn 

Thaber  wai  m  this  embarrassing  situation,  when  the  contidante  of  Schemselnihar 

gMBod  the  door  of  the  gallcr>-.  and  ran  in  quite  out  of  breath,  and  like  one  who 

fid  not  know  what  course  to  pursue.     '*  Come  instandy,"  cried  she,  *'  that  1  may 

let  yoa  out     Ev-crything  here  is  in  such  oonfusion  that  I  believe  this  is  the  last 

day  wc  have  to  live."   "  Alas !  ^  replied  Ebn  Thaher,  in  a  tone  which  bespoke  hu 

grief,  "  bow  can  wc  depart  ?     Pray  come  hither,  and  sec  what  a  stale  the  Prince 

«<  I^ta  is  in."     When  the  slave  saw  thai  he  had  fainted,  she  ran  immediately 

to  g«t  tomo  water,  without  losing  time  in  conversation,  and  returned  in  a  few 

At  length  the  Prince  of  Persia,  after  they  had  sprinkled  water  on  his  Cice, 
bcfan  to  recover.   When  Ebn  Thaher  saw  a>*mptom5  of  returning  life,  he  said  to 
l>in. "  Prince,  wc  both  run  a  great  risk  of  losing  our  lives  by  remaining  here  any  \ 
loqijer:  <m-.L,-  .ti  cffoit.  then,  and  let  us  tly  as  uuitk  as  possible."    Hewassoweak 
tilth'  1  ^'Ct  »[)wiiho«u  assistance.    Eun  Thaher  and  the  confidante  gave 

hioiihr;.  .  .wiA  supporting  him  on  each  side,  they  got  to  a  lillle  iron  gale, 

vbkh  opened  on  the  Tigris,     They  went  out  bj-  thi^  gate  and  proceeded  to  the 
«%eof  a  small  canal  which  communicated  with  theriver.   The  confidential  slave 
lOfiped  her  hands,  and  instantly  a  lillle  l>oat  appeared,  rowed  by  one  man,  and 
!  towards  them.    Ati  Ebn  Becar  and  his  companion  embarked  in  it,  and  the 
'  remained  on  the  bank  of  the  canal.    As  soon  as  the  prince  was  seated  in 
\  boat,  he  stretched  out  one  hand  towards  the  paUce.  and  placing  the  other  on 
I  heart.  "  Dear  object  of  my  soul,"  cried  he,  in  a  feeble  voice,  "  receive  from 
fahand  the  pledge  of  my  laith,  while  with  my  other  I  .assure  thcc  that  my  heart 
iOcw  preserve  the  flame  with  which  it  now  bums." 

la  ^Sac  meaniiine  the  boatman  rowed  with  all  his  strength,  and  the  confidante 
on  the  bank  of  the  canal,  to  accompany  the  Prince  of  Persia  and  Ebn 
till  they  arrived  in  the  current  of  the  I'igris.    Then,  as  she  could  not  go 
'Cuther,  she  took  her  leave  of  ihcm  and  retired. 

Prince  of  Persia  continucil  extremely  weak :  Ebn  Thaher  said  all  he  could 

ttOMole  him,  and  exhorted  him  to  take  courage    "  Remember,''  said  he,  "  thai 

I  we  disembark,  we  shall  still  have  a  long  way  to  go  before  we  arrive  at  my 

>:  fbrto  conduct  you  to  voiirs,  which  is  still  much  farther,  at  this  hour,  and 

I  dw  stale  you  now  are,  would,  1  think,  1>c  verj-  imprudent.    We  might  also  run 

>>aicof  meeting  the  watch  guard."    Thev  at  length  got  out  of  the  boat,  but  the 

was  so  feeble  that  he  could  not  walk,  which  veri-  much  increased  Ebn 

embarrassment.    He  recollected  that  he  had  a  friend  in  the  neighbour- 

_,and  he  with  great  difficultj- dragged  the  prince  thither.    His  friend  received 

I  very  cordially,  and  when  he  had  made  them  sit  down,  he  asked  them  from 

:  they  came  at  that  late  hour.    Ebn  Thaher  replied,  "  I  learned  this  evening 

:  a  man,  who  owes  me  a  considerable  sum  of  money,  intended  to  set  out  on  a 

Ioti(  jottmey,     I  lost  no  time,  but  went  in  search  of  him,  and  in  my  way  I 

^^  ihb  jronng  lord  whom  you  see,  and  to  whom  I  am  under  a  thousand  obliga- 

**>*• ;  as  he  knows  my  debtor,  he  did  me  the  favour  to  accompany  me.  Wc  had 

^•Be  difficulty  to  accomplish  our  purpose,  and  bring  our  gentleman  to  a  right 

^Mliisiandi"g  of  •'  ~  '  ■    -ess;  however,  at  last  wc  succeeded,  and  this  is  the 

'^■aeof  out  h;i  '  so  l.itc  with  hiin.    As  wc  were  returning,  at  a  few 

5lfram  bcncc • t^  lord,  for  whnm  I  have  the  utmost  regard,  felt  hitn- 
nddcnly  scieed  with  illness,  which  induced  me  to  take  the  Uberty  of  knocking 
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at  yoox  door.    I  flattered  myself  that  ^ou  would  have  the  goodness  to  do  us 
favour  of  giving  us  a  lodging  for  this  nighL" 

The  frii-nd  of  Ehn  Thaher  eaxilv  swallowed  this  story,  told  them  ihey  x 

welcome,  and  olTered  the  Prince  of  I^ersia,  whom  he  did  not  know,  every  asstfecucc 
in  his  power.  Hiii  Ebn  Thahcr,  taking  upon  himself  to  answer  fur  the  pnnce, 
said  thai  his  illness  was  uf  a  nature  only  to  require  repose.  His  friend  also 
understood  by  this  speech  tlmi  tlicy-  botli  wanted  rest.  He  therefore  conducted 
them  to  an  apartment,  where  he  left  them  at  liberty  to  lie  down. 

The  Prince  of  Persia  no  sooner  dropped  asleep  ih.in  his  repose  w.15  disttirbed 
by  the  in>>st  distressing  dreams.  He  thought  he  beheld  .Schentselnihar  Ciinti: 
at  the  fwt  of  the  caliph,  which  was  little  calculated  to  subdue  his  aflliction, 
Thaher,  who  was  excessively  impaiient  to  get  to  hss  own  house,  knowing  that 
iamilv  would  be  in  the  utmost  distress,  b«:ause  he  m-ide  it  a  rule  ne\'cr  to 
from  home,  got  up  and  departed  verj-  early,  after  taking  leave  of  his  friend. 
had  risen  by  daybrcik  to  go  to  early  praj-crs.  They  at  length  arrived  at  Ebn 
Thahcr's  house,  when  the  Frincc  of  t'crsia,  who  had  exerted  himself  very  much 
to  walk  so  far,  threw  himself  exhausted  upon  a  sofa.  As  he  was  not  in  a  state  t  • 
go  home.  Ebn  Thaher  ordered  an  ap;irtment  to  \tt  prepared  for  him ;  and  that 
none  of  his  people  might  be  uneasy  about  him,  he  sent  to  inform  tliem  where  he 
was.  In  the  meantime  he  begged  the  prince  to  endeavour  10  make  bis  mind  e.isy, 
and  order  ever^-ihing  about  him  as  he  pleased.  "  1  accept  with  pleasure,"  replied 
the  I'rince  of  Persi.i,  "the  obliging  oners  yoa  make;  but  that  I  may  not  beaav 
embarrassment  to  you,  I  entreat  you  to  do  everything  as  if  1  were  not  wjlh  yoo. 
I  cannot  think  of  staying  here  a  moment  if  my  presence  is  to  be  any  restraint 
upon  you." 

As  soon  as  Ebn  Thaher  had  time  to  recollect  himself,  he  informed  his  family 
of  cver\-thing  that  h.id  passed  tn  the  palace  of  Schemselnihar,  and  finished  his 
ITcciial  by  returning  thanks  to  God  for  having  delivered  him  from  such  danger. 
The  principal  domestics  belonging  to  the  Prince  of  Persia  came  to  receive  their 
orders  from  him  at  Ebn  Thaher's,  and  soon  after  sc%-cral  of  his  friends  arrired, 
who  had  become  aciiuainied  with  his  indisposition.  They  passed  the  greaten 
Ipartof  the  day  with  him;  and  .lUhough  their  conversation  could  not  entirely 
banish  the  sorrowful  reflections  which  occasioned  his  illness,  yet  it  at  least 
1  afforded  him  some  rclaxatioa 

ToH-ards  the  clow  of  the  day  he  wished  to  take  hi«  leave  of  Ebo 

this  faithful  friend  found  him  still  so  weak,  that  he  made  him  remain  till  th 

ing  day.     In  the  meantunc,  to  dissipate  his  gloom,  he  gave  him  in  the  ca- 

concert  of  vocal  and  instrumental  music;  but  this  only  scr\-ed  to  recall  10 

prince's  memory  the  one  which  he  had  enjoyed  the  preceding  night,  and  only 

[iCrcased  his  grief  instcid  of  assuaging  it,  so  that  the  next  day  his  mdisposuioa 

Memed  to  be  augmented.     Finding  this  to  be  the  case,  Ebn  Thaher  no  bn«r 

(opposed  the  prince's  wish  of  returning  to  his  own  house.    On  reaching  homen^ 

[represented  to  him  in  strong  terms  the  necessity  of  making  oi>e  grvat  tKtmX  to 

i  overcome  a  passion,  which  could  not  terminate  happily  cither  ftf  him  or  the 

liavouritc.    "  Ah !  dear  Ebn  Thaher,"  cried  the  prince.  "  it  is  easy  for  you  10  give 

[this  advice;  but  how  dirhcult  is  the  task  for  me  in  follow  it !     I  sec  and  comes* 

Itfac  importance  of  it,  without  being  able  to  proht  from  it.    I  have  already  «iid  ii: 

the  love  I  have  for  Schemselnihar  will  accompany  me  to  the  grave."  Won  Ebn 

Thaher  perceived  that  he  could  make  no  impression  on  the  mind  of  the  priace^ 

he  took  his  leave  with  the  imeniion  of  retiring,  but  the  prince  prevented  l^nt 

''Obliging  Ebn  Thaher."  said  he  to  him,  *'if  I  have  dcclaned  to  yumhat  it  tsiJbe 

in  my  power  to  follow  your  pnident  counsel.  1  entreat  yuu  not  to  !«■  anjry  with 

me,  and  desist  on  that  account  from  giving  me  proofs  of  your  friendship.     Vo« 

could  not  give  mc  a  stronger  one  than  to  inform  me  of  the  fate  of  my  beloved 

Schemsdniliar,  should  you  hear  any  tidings  of  her.  The  uncertainty  1  am  under 
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f  ^^spectmg  her  situation,  and  the  dreadful  apprehensions  1  feel  on  account  of  ber 
£_>.  inting,  make  mc  continue  m  the  languid  state  for  which  you  so  much  reproach 
«i-fce--  "  My  lord/'  reijlicd  tbn  Thaher,  "you  may  surely  hope  that  her  fainting 
k^.au  not  been  productive  of  any  bad  consequences,  and  that  her  contidcntial  slave 
war-  mU  shortly  cumc  to  acquaint  me  how  the  affair  terminated.  As  soon  as  I  myself 
ftc^aow,  I  will  not  fail  to  come  and  communicate  it  to  vou." 

£bn  Thaher  left  the  prince  with  this  hope,  and  returned  home,  where  he 

^£3cpected  .ill  the  rest  of  the  day  to  sec  the  confidante  of  Schemselnihar  arrive,  bat 

jpr»  vain.    She  did  not  make  her  appearance  even  on  the  morrow.    The  uneasiness 

txcs  felt  to  learn  the  state  uf  tlic  prince's  health  did  not  allow  him  to  remain  any 

l«>»\grr  without  seeing  Imn,  and  he  went  to  hiin  with  iJic  dcsiijn  of  exhorting  him 

Xx>  \  ^ce.    Hefound  him  on  the  bed,andquiie  as  ill  as  ever;  hewas  also 

nai  .  his  frit-nds  and  several  physicians,  who  were  exerting  all  their 

p«X*oa.iuii.u  iiiill  to  endeavour  to  discover  the  cause  of  his  disease.     As  soon  as 

n^  percci%-c<l  Ebn  Thaher,  he  cast  a  smiUng  look  on  him,  which  expres*«l  two 

tS&asgs — one.  thai  he  was  rejoiced  to  see  him ;  the  other,  how  deceive^l  his  pbysi- 

ci-aits  ««re  in  their  conjectures  on  his  disease,  the  cause  of  which  they  could  not 

Bluest. 

The  physicians  and  the  friends  retired  one  after  the  other,  so  that  Kbn  Thaher 

c^fenuincd  alone  with  tlic  patient.    He  approached  his  bed  to  inquire  how  he  had 

^Ccn  since  be  last  saw  hiin.    **  I  own,"  replied  the  Prince  of  Persia,  "  that  my 

^QiVc,  which  every  day  acquires  increased  strength,  and  the  uncertainty  of  the 

•i^Titiny  of  the  lovely  Schemselnihar  heighten  mv  disease  every  moment,  and 

''^^iuce  me  to  a  state  which  .ifflicts  my  friends,  and  utterly  bafSes  the  skill  of  the 

Physicians.   You  little  imagine,"  added  he, "  how  much  1  suffer  at  seeing  so  many 

P^uple  who  constantly  importune  me,  and  whom  I  cannot  dismiss  without  in- 

^vifity.     You  are  the  only  one  whose  company  alTords  me  any  comfort ;  but  do 

**<H  disguise  anything  from  me,  I  conjure  you.      Wliat  news  do  you  bring  of 

Schemselnihar?   Have  you  seen  her  confidante?  What  did  she  say  to  you?"   Ebn 

Tl^ahcr  answered  that  he  had  not  seen  her ;  and  he  had  no  sooner  communicated 

(tkks  sorrowful  intelligence  to  the  prince  lh.in  the  tears  came  in  his  eyes ;  he  could 

Vlftfce  ao  reply,  for  nis  heart  wan  full.    "  Prince,"  then  resumed  Ebn  Thahar, 

**  allow  me  to  say  that  you  are  too  ingenious  m  tormenting  yourself.   In  the  name 

^  God,  dry  your  tears :  some  of  your  people  might  come  in  at  this  moment,  and 

S^m  are  well  aware  how  cautious  you  ought  to  be  to  conceal  your  sentiments, 

*lbdl  might  be  discovered  by  tliat  means."    Wliatcvcr  this  judicious  counsellor 

^tbjbs  u^e  WS5  ineffectual  to  stop  the  priiKc's  tears,  which  he  could  not  restrain. 

"  wtse  Eon  Thaher."  cried  he.  when  he  had  regained  the  power  of  speech,  "  I 

^*a  prwent  my  tongue  from  revealing  the  secret  of  my  heart,  but  I  have  no  power 

***^  XK^  tears,  while  I  have  so  much  reason  to  fear  for  Schemselnihar.     If  tJils 

*4onit)M:  and  only  object  of  my  desires  were  no  longer  in  this  world,  I  ."ihould  not 

*^vive  her  ooe  moment."  *'  Do  not  harbour  so  afflicting  a  thought,"  replied  Kbn 

Oiaiier  ;  *  Schemselnihar  still  Uvea :  you  must  not  doubt  it.    If  she  has  not  sent 

-^^Ni  ADjr  account  of  herself,  it  is  probably  because  she  ha»  not  been  able  lu  Hnd 

^^%  opporttmtty,  and  I  hope  this  day  will  not  pass  without  your  hearing  of  her.'' 

Ajjer  many  ouicr  consoling  speeches,  he  took  his  leave. 

Ebn  TTiaher  was  scarcely  returned  tu  his  house  when  the  confidante  of  Schem- 

•*lnihar  anivcd.   She  hati  a  sorrowful  air,  from  which  he  conceived  an  unfavour- 

■*t4e  presage.    He  ini.iuire<I  after  her  mistress.    "  First,"  said  ahe,  "  give  mc  some 

■*--  ••  ^cnce  of  your*eKe^.  for  I  was  in  great  anxiety  on  your  account,  seeing  you 

with  the  Prince  of  Persia  in  such  a  state  as  he  appeared  to  be."     Kbii 

related  to  her  all  she  wished  to  know;  and  when  he  had  concluded  his 

i*>i»miiivf ,  the  sla\-c  began  hers.    "  If  the  Prince  of  Persia,''  said  she,  "  suffers  on 

< 'Vkfy  tniitrcss'a  account,  she  docs  not  endure  less  pain  for  him.  After  I  had  quitted 

yow,*  continued  she,  '*  I  returned  to  Uie  saloooi  where  I  found  Schemselnihar, 
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w^o  had  not  >*t  recovered  from  her  fainting-fit,  nntwithsianding  all  (he  remedij 
that  had  Ijeen  applied.     The  cntiph  was  sealed  nest  to  her  in  the  uimusi  gri< 
He  inquired  of  all  the  wnracn,  and  of  me  in  paninihr,  if  uc  had  any  knowledi 
of  the  cause  of  her  indispusiUon ;  but  we  :tll  kept  the  secret,  and  rcphed  ijui 
conirar)'  to  what  wc  knew  to  be  the  fact.     We  were,  however,  .\\\  in  tciirs  lo  ! 
her  siift'cr  so  long,  and  we  omitted  nolhine  that  we  thouj;ht  might  relieve  her. 
was  full  midnijihl  when  shecame  to  herself.  The  caliph,  wIkj  \\m\  h.id  tlie  paticr     _ 
to  wait  for  this  moment,  showed  great  Joy.  and  asked  Schemselnihar  wlut  could 
have  occasioned  this  illness.   As  soon  as  she  heard  his  vnicc,  die  made  an  etTon 
to  >it  up;  and,  having  kissed  his  feci  before  he  had  lime  to  prevent  her. '  Sit 
Mid  she, '  I  ought  to  complain  of  Heaven  for  not  suffering  me  to  expire  at  t  ^ 
feet  of  your  majesty,  to  convince  ycm  by  that  how  sincerely  I  am  penetrated  b^ 
the  sense  of  all  your  guoOness  to  me.' 
"  M  am  well  persuaded  thai  you  love  me,'  replied  the  caliph ;  *  but  I  conmund 
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you  to  lake  care  of  yourself  for  my  sake.  You  have  probably  made  some  eaertion 
to-day  which  has  been  the  cause  of  this  indisposition ;  you  must  be  more  eucAU, 
and  1  beg  you  to  avoid  a  repetition  of  anytJung  that  may  be  injurious.  I  an 
happy  10  sec  you  in  a  better  state,  and  I  advise  you  in  pass  tlic  night  heir  histcad 
of  returning  to  your  apartment,  Ic-^t  the  motion  should  be  hurtla!  to  you.'  He 
then  ordered  some  wine  to  be  bruught,  of  which  he  made  her  take  a  small  quan  ' 
to  give  her  strength,  after  which  he  took  his  leave  of  her,  and  retired  to 
chamber. 

"As  soon  as  the  caliph  was  gone,  my  mistress  made  signs  to  me  lo  draw 
She  anxiously  inquired  after  vou.     1  assured  her  that  you  had  long  since 
the  palace,  and  I  set  her  mintl  at  ease  on  that  subject.   I  took  care  not  to  i 
the  uinting  of  the  Prince  of  Persia,  for  fear  she  should  relapse  into  the 

state  from  which  tt-c  had  with  so  much  difficulty  recovered  her.     But  my 

caution  was  useless,  as  you  mil  shortly  hear.  *0  prince!'  -"ncd  she  then,  'fiun»<W| 
this  time  I  renounce  all  pleasures,  so  long  as  my  eyc^  shall  he  dephred  vi  ^Otl 
graiitication  of  beholding  thee :  if  I  understand  thine  heart,  I  imly  follow  wl^ 
example.  Thou  wilt  not  cease  thy  tears  until  thou  hast  rejoined  me:  and  h  i^^ 
but  just  ihat  I  should  weep  and  lament  until  thou  art  rcsiurrd  to  my  pnyen— 4 
On  concluding  these  wordsj  which  she  pronounced  in  a  loanocrihat  deooica  ift^h« 
riolencc  of  her  love,  she  fainted  a  second  time  in  my  arms. 
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"  My  companions  and  I  were  a  long  while  in  restoring  her  to  her  senses  again. 
..At  Icotfih  life  retufTicd.  I  then  said  to  her,  'Arc  jou  resolved,  madam,  to  sufTci 
'jVOurscTf  to  die,  and  to  make  us  die  witli  you  ?  I  conjure  you  in  the  name  of  tbt 
i*rince  of  Persia,  foi  whom  you  are  so  interested,  to  endeavour  to  preserve  yout 
life.  Pray  be  persuaded,  and  make  those  eflTorts  which  you  owe  to  yourself,  to 
3rcmr  lave  for  ine  prince,  and  to  our  attachment  to  you.'  *■  1  am  much  obliged  to 
^ou/  returned  she, '  for  your  care,  your  attention,  and  your  advice.  Jlut,  alas  I 
now  cas  the)-  be  serviceable  to  me?  It  is  only  in  the  bosom  of  the  grave  that 
'^PK  nuy  expect  a  penod  10  our  torments.' 

••  One  01  my  companions  }*-ould  fain  have  given  a  turn  to  these  melancholy 
ideas  by  singing  a  little  air  to  her  lute ;  but  she  desired  her  to  be  silent,  and 
ocdercd  bcr  wiUi  the  rest  to  quit  the  room.  She  detained  only  me  to  spend  the 
ni^bt  with  her.  Heavens  !  what  a  night  it  was  I  .She  p.issed  it  in  tears  and  bmen- 
vaUoits,  and  calling  continually  on  the  name  of  the  Prince  of  Persia,  she  bewailed 
the  cruelty  of  her  fitc.  whirh  had  destined  her  for  the  caliph  whom  she  could  not 
love,  and  not  tc  be  united  to  the  Prince  of  Persia,  of  whom  she  was  so  passionately 
enamoured. 

*•  The  ncirt  day,  as  it  was  not  convenient  for  her  to  remain  in  the  saloon,  I  a»- 
sated  to  remove  her  into  her  own  apartment,  where  she  was  no  sooner  arrived 
Uua  all  the  physicians  of  tJic  palace  came  to  sec  her,  by  order  of  the  caliph,  and 
n  Was  not  long  before  he  hiin^etf  made  his  appearance.  The  remedies  prescribed 
^  the  phyticians  for  Schcmselnihar  had  no  effect,  and  the  restraint  she  felt  in 
«e  presence  of  the  caliph  only  increased  the  disease.  She  has,  however,  enjoyed 
■'  little  re&t  this  night,  and  as  soon  as  she  awoke,  she  charged  me  to  come  in 
**5uth  of  you  to  obHuin  some  intelligence  of  the  Prince  of  Persia." 

*■  1  have  already  infonned  you  of  the  state  he  is  m,"  replied  Ebn  Thaher,  "so 
^Curo  to  your  mistress,  and  assure  her  that  the  Pnncc  of  Persia  expected  to  hear 
^^la.  her  nith  as  much  impatience  as  she  could  feel  on  his  account  Exhort 
^w  above  all  to  moderate  and  conquer  her  feelings,  lest  some  word  should  escape 
«cr  Epft  bdiire  the  ciliph,  wliii  h  iiiighi  prove  the  destruction  of  us  all.*'  *'  A'i  fur 
*''*,•  rcstuned  the  slave,  "I  am  in  constant  apprehension,  from  the  httic  com- 
"^ttiid  she  has  over  herself :  I  took  the  liberty  of  telling  her  what  I  thought  on  that 
^b)eci,  and  1  am  pcnuaded  she  will  not  take  it  amiss  if  I  speak  to  her  on  your 
PViai»." 

Ebo  Thabcr,  who  had  but  just  left  the  Prince  of  Persia,  did  not  judge  it  proper 

''^Tetttm  again  so  soon  and  neglect  some  important  business  which  he  found 

_^5*W  engage  him  at  home ;  he  Uicrcforc  did  not  go  till  the  close  of  the  day.  The 

wa5  alone,  and  was  no  better  than  in  llie  morning.    "  Ebn  Thaher,"  said 

I  when  be  saw  him  enter  the  room,  "  you  have,  no  doubt,  many  friends  ;  but 

.  tie  friends  do  not  know  your  worth,  with  which  I  am  better  acquainted,  by 

^it&cssing  the  zeal,  tiic  care,  and  the  pains  you  take,  when  an  opportunity  ofTers 

^obU^nx  then.    I  am  quite  confused  .it  all  you  do  for  mc,  and  it  is  done  with 

^aucn  niendsbip  and  affection,  that  1  shall  never  be  able  to  acquit  myself 

'  Prince,"  icptted  Ebn  Tliahcr,  "let  us  drop  that  subject,  I  beg.    I  am  not  only 

to  kwe  one  of  my  eyes  to  prcscrv'c  one  of  yours,  but  even  to  sacrifice  my 

vou.    Out  this  is  not  (he  business  I  am  come  upon ;  I  come  to  tell  you 

Scnonselnihar  sent  her  confidential  slave  to  me  to  mquirc  how  you  .ire.  and 

«ame  time  to  give  you  some  inform.ntton  respecting  her.   Yon  may  imagine 

I  ^td  not  say  anything  but  what  must  ronfinn  her  belief  of  the  excess  of  your 

lor  her  mistress,  and  of  the  constancj'  with  which  you  .idorc  her.""    Ebn 

tben  ga%'c  him  an  exact  detail  of  everything  the  slave  had  told  him.   Tlie 

VBJDce  beard  it  with  alt  the  different  emotions  of  fear,  jealousy,  tenderness,  and 

*^ipi union,  which  such  a  relation  was  likely  to  inspire,  and  made  on  each  cir- 

''ImVanrr  such  reflections  cither  of  an  afflicting  or  consoling  nature  as  might 

fitacscd  frnm  so  passionate  a  lover. 


«7» 


TAf  Arahian  /^igAlr, 


The  conversation  lasted  so  long,  that  the  night  being  far  advanced,  the  Pnncc 
of  Persia  made  Ebn  Thalicr  remain  at  his  house.  The  next  morning,  as  ihu 
faithful  friend  was  returning  home,  he  saw  a  woman  coming  towards  him^wbam 
he  soon  recognized  to  be  the  confidential  slave  of  Schemsdnihar.  Wbeo  tht 
came  up  to  him,  "  My  mistress,"  said  she,  "  salutes  )-uu,  and  t  cotne  from  her  to 
beg  you  to  deliver  this  letter  to  tlie  I'rincc  of  Pcrsix"  The  friendly  Ebn  Thahcr 
look  the  letter,  and  returned  to  ihe  prince,  accompanied  by  ilie  conAdaDtc 

When  they  had  got  there,  he  begged  her  to  remain  a  fe*-  minutes  in  the  ante* 
chamber  and  wait  for  him.  As  nfon  as  the  prince  saw  him,  he  anxiously  intiuind 
what  news  he  had  lu  announce.  "  The  beat  you  can  possibly  wi*h,"  repltcd  Eho 
Thahcr ;  "  you  are  beloved  a^  tcnderlv  as  you  love.  The  confidante  of  Scbcm- 
sclnihar  is  in  your  antechamber  ;  she  brings  you  a  letter  from  >-our  mistresa,«id 
only  waits  your  orders  to  present  herself  before  you."'  "Let  bcr  come  in,'  cried 
the  prince,  in  a  transport  of  joy  ;  and  saying  this,  he  raised  himself  in  his  bed  to 
receive  her. 

As  the  attendants  of  the  prince  had  left  ihe  room  when  Ebn  Thaher  enund 
it,  that  he  might  be  alone  with  their  master,  Ebn  Thaher  went  to  open  the  door 
himself  and  desire  the  confidante  to  come  in.  The  prince  rccolier led  her,  and 
received  her  m  a  very  obliging  manner.  "  My  lord,  said  she,  "  I  know  all  the 
pains  you  have  suffered  since  i  had  the  honour  of  conducting  you  to  the  bou 
which  waited  lo  take  ynu  back ;  but  I  hope  that  ihc  letter  I  bring  you  will  coii> 
tribute  to  your  recovery."  She  then  presented  lo  him  the  letter ;  he  took  n^tai 
after  liaving  kissed  it  se\-cral  time^,  he  opened  it,  and  read  tlie  following  wonb : 

**  SchemselnifMr  to  Alt  Ebn  Becar,  Princt  of  Portia, 

*'  The  person  who  \nl\  deliver  this  letter  to  you  will  give  you  an  acxnunt  of  mt 
better  than  1  can  my^Jf ;  for  I  know  nothing  since  I  ceased  bcboIdbi(  ynL 
Deprived  of  your  presence,  I  seek  to  continue  the  illusion,  and  con\-cn«  *idi 
you  by  means  of  these  ill-fonned  lines,  which  afford  mc  some  pleuarc^  wUe  I 
am  prcvcniwl  the  happiness  of  speaking  to  you. 

*'  Patience,  they  say,  is  the  remedy  for  all  c%-ils ;  yet  those  I  suffer  are  tncRued 
Instead  of  relieved  bv  it.  Although  your  image  is  indelibly  engrav-en  on  tatf 
heart,  my  eyes  nevertheless  wish  again  to  behold  the  original ;  and  their  tighl 
will  fors.ikc  them  if  they  remain  deprived  of  that  grauiication  for  any  length  of 
time.  Dare  I  flatter  myself  that  )'our3  CKpericnce  the  same  impatience  w  Me 
me  ?  Yes,  I  may  ;  they  have  sufficiently  proved  it  to  mc  by  their  tender  glaaccfc 
Happy  would  Schcmsclnihar  be,  happy  would  you  be,  prince,  if  my  wishes,  whkft 
arc  conformable  to  yours,  were  not  opposed  by  insumioun table  oostaclcs  I 

"  These  sentiments  which  my  lingers  trace,  .md  in  expressing  of  whldk  I  fed 
such  inconceivable  pleasure  that  I  cannot  repeat  them  u*o  often,  proceed  fnoi 
llie  bottom  of  luy  heiirt,  from  that  incurable  wound  you  have  made  in  it ;  a  wotud 
vhich  I  bless  a  thousand  times,  notwithstanding  the  cruel  luffcrtngs  I  endure  ia 
your  absence:  I  should  little  heed  all  that  opposes  trar  love  were  I  only  par 
mitted  Co  sec  >-ou  occaisionally  wiihoui  restninL  You  would  then  be  mine,  aiA 
what  more  could  I  desire  ? 

**  Do  not  imagine  that  my  words  con\*ey  more  than  I  feel  Alas!  whaieitt 
expressions  I  may  use,  I  shall  still  think  much  more  than  I  can  ever  say.  My  tm 
which  never  cease  looking  for  you.  and  incessanUy  weep  till  the)*  shall  bdioU 
you  .igain ;  my  afflicted  heart  m  Uicli  sccki  but  you  ;  my  sighs  which  escape  n^ 
lips  whenever  I  think  on  you,  and  that  is  continually ;  my  imamnaiion  which  oerV 
reflects  any  object  but  my  beIove«.l  prince;  the  compUinis  I  utter  to  Hoavcoa 
therigour  of  my  fate;  inshort,  my  melancholy,  ray  uneasiness,  my  suflfcringsfrti^ 
which  I  have  had  no  respite  since  I  lost  sight  of  you,  ate  all  sufficient  pledgtft  « 
the  truth  of  what  I  write. 

"Ami  Doi  truly  unfortunate  to  be  bom  to  love,love  without  indulging  the  hope 
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«r  possCMini;  the  object  of  my  alTections  ?  This  distractin}'  rcHcctton  overpowers 
ue  lo  such  a  degree,  that  I  should  die  were  I  not  persuaded  that  you  love  me. 
But  this  sweet  consolation  counteracts  my  desp.iir,  and  attaches  me  to  life.  Tell 
me  thai  \ou  love  nie  still.  I  will  preser\e  your  tetter  with  precious  care,  I  will 
nad  it  a'tfaoosand  ume^  a  day,  and  J  shall  then  bear  my  sorrows  with  less  im- 
fyirttttirt  1  pray  that  He.iven  may  no  longer  be  irritated  against  us,  and  may 
^Kont  ns  an  opportunity  of  teUiny  each  other,  without  restraint,  the  tender  affec- 
'*m»we  feel,  and  that  \vc  will  never  cease  to  love.     Farewell. 

*[  salute  Ebn  Thaher,  to  whom  we  each  have  so  many  obligations.'' 

The  Prince  of  Persia  was  not  satisfied  with  reading  this  letter  only  once;  he 

It  he  had  not  bestowed  sufficient  attention  on  it  ,■  he  read  it  again  more 

tritely,  and  vihilc  thus  engaged  he  alternately  uttered  nccp  sijjhs  and  wept ; 

"^  ihen  would  burst  into  transports  of  joy  and  tenderness,  according;  to  the  dif- 

*etn:  emotions  he  experienced  from  the  contents  of  the  letter.    In  short,  he  could 

[withdraw  his  eyes  from  the  characters  traced  by  so  dear  a  hand,  and  he  was 

_  to  read  u  a  third  time,  when  Ebn  Thaher  represented  to  him  that  the  slave 

loo  lime  to  lose,  and  that  he  must  prepare  an  answer.     "Alas!"  cried  the 

."how  can  1  reply  to  so  obliging  and  kind  a  letter?     In  what  terms  can  I 

le  tbc  state  of  my  soul  -^     My  mind  is  aviated  by  a  thousand  distressing 

Its,  and  my  sentiments  are  di5tro>'ed  before  1  have  time  to  express  them 

«-hich  in  their  turn  are  erased  as  soon  as  formed.     While  my  body  is 

tnuch  in  unison  with  my  mind,  how  shall  I  be  able  to  hold  the  paper  or  form 

•letters?" 

Tkos  tayin^,  he  drew  from  a  little  writing-case,  which  was  near  him,  some  paper, 
intcuie,  and  an  ink-horn;  but  before  he  began  to  write,  he  gave  the  letter  of 
>lnihar  to  Ebn  Tkiher,  and  begged  him  to  hold  it  open  whilst  he  wrote, 
;  byaccastonally  casting  his  eyes  over  it  he  might  be  better  enabled  to  answer 
*t  He  commencKl ;  but  the  tears,  which  flowed  from  his  eyes  on  the  paper,  fre- 
^^miy  oUiged  him  to  stop  to  allow  them  a  free  current  He  at  length  nnished 
^1  fetter,  and  giving  it  to  Ebn  Thaher,  "  Do  me  the  favour  to  read  it,"  said  he, 
*^nd  «Ee  if  the  agitation  my  spirits  arc  in  has  allowed  me  to  write  a  proper  answer." 
I  Tinher  took  it,  and  read  as  follows : 

"  The  Prince  of  Persia  to  Sch^mseinikar. 

'I  was  plunged  in  the  deepest  affliction  when  your  letter  was  delivered  into  my 

iAl     At  the  sight  of  it  alone  1  was  transported  wiih  a  joy  which  I  cannot  ex- 

I;  bat  on  rcadmg  the  lines  which  your  beautiful  hand  had  traced.my  eyes  were 

bla  of  greater  pleasure  than  that  which  they  lost  when  yours  so  suddenly 

^^Med  on  the  evxning  you  fell  senseless  at  my  rival's  feet    The  words  contained 

,^^yOBr  obliging  letter  are  so  many  luminous  rays  that  enliven  the  obscuritv-  in 

^^Wtfcfc  Bf  soul  was  enveloped.    They  convince  me  how  much  you  sutfcr  for  me, 

^Hd  also  pnn-e  that  >*ou  are  not  ignorant  of  what  I  endure  for  you,  and  thus  con- 

me  in  my  pain.     At  one  moment  they  cause  my  tears  to  flow  in  abundant 

at  another  they  inflame  my  heart  with  an  unextinguishable  fire,  which 

it,  and  pre\-enLs  my  expiring  with  grief.     I  have  not  tasted  one  instant's 

kince  otir  too  cruel  separation.     Your  letter  alone  procured  me  some  relief 

wy  miscr>'.     1  preserved  an  unimcmipted  silence  till  it  was  placed  in  my 

lit  box  that  has  restored  speech  to  me.     1  was  wTapped  in  the  most  profound 

_^  cboly,  bat  that  has  inspired  me  with  a  joy  which  inst-intly  proclaimed  itself 

^V Uij  vjtn  and  my  countenance.     My  surprise  at  receiving  so  unmerited  a  favour 

"^*ll»o  great  that  1  knew  not  how  to  express  my  gratitude.     In  short,  after  hav- 

^■flnKd  it  many  times  as  the  precious  pleilgc  of  your  goodness,  I  perused  and 

•*fen»ed  it  Ull  I  was  quite  lost  in  the  excess  of  my  luppiness.     You  tell  me  to 

^^  1  love  yoti  still.    Ah  1  had  my  love  for  you  been  less  passionate,  less  tender 
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than  that  which  occupies  my  whole  soul,  could  I  have  done  otherwise  than  adrtrc 
you  after  .nil  the  proofs  you  give  mc  of  so  uncommon  an  alTcction  ?  Vcs,  1  lo>'e 
you,  my  dearest  hfet  and  shall  to  the  end  of  my  existence  g1or>-  in  the  pure  A«ine 
which  you  have  kindled  in  my  hean.  I  will  never  compUtn  of  the  vivid  fin  wbicb 
consumes  it ;  and  however  rigorous  maybe  the  pains  which  >-our  Absence  oci-a^ior  - 
I  will  support  them  with  constancy  and  firmness,  encouraged  by  the  hope  o-  r 
holding  you  -tgain.  Would  to  God  it  were  to-day,  and  that  instead  of  icmiu)^ 
you  this  tetter  1  might  be  permitted  to  present  myself  before  you,  and  asMite  vm 
that  1  die  for  love  of  you.  Mv  tears  prevent  mc  from  adding  any  more:  Ti 
wcU." 

£ba  Thaher  could  not  read  the  last  lines  without  shedding  tears  fainuclf. 
returned  the  letter  to  the  prince,  assurini;  htm  it  needed  no  corrodion. 

Erince  folded  it  up,  and  when  he  had  ^aled  it,  "  I  beg  you  will  a_  _ 
e  to  the  coniideniial  sli»%e,  who  had  retired  a  little;  '"this  is  the  answef 

ritten  to  the  letter  of  your  dear  mistress.  1  entreat  you  to  take  it  tohcr^md' 
'salute  her  from  me."  1  he  slave  took  the  letter,  and  retired  with  Kbn 
who,  .-iter  he  had  walked  with  her  some  way,  left  her  and  returned  to  hU 
where  he  bej^on  to  make  some  serious  redections  on  the  love  intrigue  in 
he  found  himself  so  unfortunately  and  deeply  cnTiigcd.  He  considered  thai  fbe 
Prince  of  Persia  and  Schciiisdniliar.  notwithstanding  tlie  strong  interest  they  had 
in  concealing  their  comiection,  behaved  with  so  little  discretion  th.«(  it  oookd 
not  long  remain  a  secret.  He  drew  from  ibence  all  the  unfavourable  coarfauiow 
which  must  naturally  suggest  themselves  to  a  m.in  of  g<r>od  sense  ''If  ScbcRUC^ 
nihar,"  thought  he, '"  were  not  a  lady  of  such  high  rank,  I  would  exert  myseV  to 
the  utmost  of  my  abilities  to  make  her  and  her  lover  happy,  but  as  stie  n  ihr 
£ivouTile  of  the  caliph,  no  one  can  aspire  to  obtain  her  witli  impunilv,  Htft  «MCr 
will  tirsi  fall  onSchem&elnihar;  the  prince  will  not  escape  with  nis  life,  and  I  «uU 
be  involved  in  his  misfortune.  But  1  have  my  honour,  my  pcarc  of  mind,  tnyfcnoitr. 
and  my  propcrt)'  to  take  cire  of;  1  must,  then,  while  it  is  in  my  power,  cndcKTOKr 
to  extricate  myself  from  so  perilous  a  situation." 

His  mind  was  occupied  with  thoughts  of  this  nature  for  the  whole  of  that  dty. 
The  following  morrung  be  went  to  the  Prince  of  Persia^with  the  intaukiftcf 
making  one  last  effort  to  induce  him  to  conquer  this  unfortunate  ptuskm.  He 
represented  to  him  what  he  had  before  mentioned,  to  no  effect ;  that  he  would  do 
much  better  to  exert  all  hi^  courage  to  overcome  this  attachment  to  Scfaeaud- 
niliar,  than  to  suffer  himself  to  be  &d  away  to  destruction  by  its  means;  thatkt» 
love  for  her  was  of  the  most  dangerous  nature  lo  himself,  as  his  rival  wa»  90  pcww 
fuL  "  In  short,  my  lord,"  added  he,  '*  if  )'Ou  will  uke  my  advice;  you  will  <•- 
deavour  to  overcome  your  affection,  otherwise  you  run  the  risk  of  oimnK  ibr 
destruction  of  Schemselnihar,  whose  life  ought  10  be  dearer  to  you  than  jrottr 
I  give  you  this  counsel  as  a  friend,  and  some  d-iy  you  will  thank  mc  far  ttT 

The  prince  Ustened  to  Ehn  Thaher  with  evident  impatience  ;  but  when  " 
concIuJed,  he  iaid,"Lbn  Thaher,  can  I  cease  loving  S^hcinsehiiliar,  who 
my  affection  with  so  much  taidcmess.''  She  docs  not  hesitate  tur«;po»e 
for  mc,  and  can  you  imagine  that  the  care  of  preserving  mine  would  occmf  nt 
a  single  moment  ?  No ;  whatever  misfuriunes  may  be  the  consequence,  I  will  lovf 
Schcm^lniliar  to  uiy  latest  breath." 

Ebn  Thaher,  oifcnded  witli  the  obstinacy  of  the  prince,  left  him  ahrupUy,  mai 
returned  home,  where  he  began  lo  consider  very  seriously  what  couna  ha  ilwnU 
pursue- 

Wliile  he  was  thus  occupied,  a  jeweller,  an  intimate  friend  of  his,  came  to  we 
him.  Thi:.  jeweller  had  obser\-ed  that  theconndcntial  slave  of  Schemsdntbar  had 
been  with  Ebn  Thaher  more  frequendy  than  usual,  and  that  he  had  been  ahotM 
incte&antiy  with  the  Prince  of  Persia,  wbo»c  tndispo^tion  was  known  ti>  omg 


^AC  alxbou}{h  the  cause  was  not ;  all  this  had  created  some  suspicions  in  the 
jcw^Qer'^  tmnd.  As  Ebn  Thaher  ap|>carcd  to  be  absorbed  in  thought,  he  sup- 
posed Uiat  some  important  afiiiir  (>c<.".lsion^d  it,  and  thinking  he  Iwd  hit  on  it,  he 
askett  hiinwhat  business  the  slave  t>f  Shemselniltar  had  with  him.  Ebn  Thaher, 
jK  Liule  confused  at  this  question,  rephed  that  it  wa4  only  for  some  tridini;  ihinR 
itut  she  came  to  him  so  often.  "  Vou  do  not  speak  sincerely,"  resumed  this 
i«weUcr,  ^'and  by  your  dissimulation  you  will  make  me  suspect  that  this  triHe  is 
of  3  naiurc  more  important  than  1  had  at  first  supposed  it." 

Ebn  ThaJjcr,  findmg  that  his  friend  pressed  him  so  closely,  said,  "  It  is  true ; 

clus  atfair  is  of  the  utmost  importance.   I  bad  determined  to  keep  it  a  secret ;  but 

as  1   know  >-ou   uke  a  lively  interest  in  everything  that  concerns  me,  I  will 

cntiual  ywi  with  the  truth  rather  than  sutTer  you  to  make  conclusions  for  which 

Ukcre  ^  no  foundation.    I  do  not  enjoin  you  to  secresy,  for  you  will  be  sensible, 

trom  what  I  am  gomg  to  relate,  hon'  impossible  it  would  be  to  keep  such  a  pro- 

mkse."    After  this  preface,  he  related  to  him  the  amours  of  Schemsctnihar  and 

the  Prince  of  I'erMa.    "  You  are  aware,"  added  he,  at  the  conclusion,  "  in  what 

cstimatjon  I  am  held  by  the  nobles  and  ladies  of  highest  rank,  both  in  the  court 

ud  at)'.  What  a  disgrace  to  mc  if  this  :itor)-  were  to  become  known  '.  But  what 

ia  1  uy?   It  would  be  absolute  destruction  to  my  whole  family  as  well  as  to  my- 

fdl.   Tnis  consideration  embarrasses  me  the  most ;  but  I  have  resoK*ed  how  to 

KL    I  owe  tl  to  my  safety,  and  I  must  be  lirm.     I  am  going,  with  the  greatest 

4ili(eooe>  to  call  in  my  debts  and  satisfy  those  who  are  my  creditors  ;  and  after 

>lka*«  secured  all  my  property,  I  will  retire  to  HaUora,  where  I  will  remain  till 

itti  ftorm  I  see  gathering;  over  my  head  has  passed  away.  The  friendship  I  feel 

Iw  Schemsclnihar  and  for  the  Prince  of  Persia  makes  me.ver>-  anxious  on  their 

•Kount ;  1  pray  God  to  make  them  sensible  of  the  danger  to  which  they  expose 

touelvcs,  and  to  prcscnc  them.     Uut  if  their  luckless  destiny  condemns  their 

[jBachment  tu  be  known  to  the  caliph,  I,  at  least,  shall  be  sheltered  from  his  re- 

Utncnt,  for  I  do  not  suspect  them  ot  sul^rient  malice  to  entangle  me  in  their 

■afonune.    Their  ingratitude  would  be  of  the  blackest  dye  if  they  acted  thus  : 

limf  would  then  repay  u-iih  baseness  the  service  I  have  done  them, and  the  good 

•dnee  I  ha^-e  piven,  particularly  to  the  Prince  of  Persia,  who  might  still  withdraw 

frm  the  prcCTpice,  if  he  were  willing,  and  save  his  mistress  as  well  as  bim- 

idL     It  would  be  easy  for  him  to  leave  Bagdad,  as  I  shall ;  and  absence  would 

lUCosUy  eradicate  a  passion  which  will  only  increase  while  he  remains  in  this 

Tb»  jeweller  heard  this  recital  from  Ebn  Thalier  with  very  great  astonishment 
*Wui  you  have  now  told  me,"  said  he, "  is  indeed  of  great  consequence.  I  cannot 
Omfirdiend  howSchem^elnihar  and  the  Prince  of  Persia  could  be  so  imprudent 
Utog^n-e  way  to  such  a  violent  passion.  Whatever  inclin.ition  they  might  feel 
feoch  other,  instead  of  yielding  to  its  inBucnce,  they  ought  to  have  resisted  it 
vick  finitncas,  and  made  a  better  use  of  their  reason.  Coufi  they  be  blind  to  the 
4md6i]  conset|uctices  of  their  connection  i  How  sadly  are  they  mistaken  if  tfae>' 
■ppOie  it  can  remain  secret  I  I  foresee,  as  well  as  yourself,  the  fatal  termination 
ol  this  affair.  But  you  arc  prudent  and  wise,  and  I  entirely  approve  the  resolu- 
tioB  vou  have  formed  ;  it  is  only  by  putting  it  in  execution  that  you  can  escape 
lb  aiieliU  events  you  so  justly  fear."  After  this  conversation,  the  jeweller  arose 
Md  took  his  lea\-c  of  Kbn  Thaher  ;  but  before  he  left  him,  the  latter  entreated 
kra,  by  the  friendship  which  united  them,  not  to  reveal  to  any  one  what  he 
k»d  related  to  him.  "  Be  easy  on  that  score,"  replied  the  jeweller  j  "  I  wUl  keep 
fc  secret  at  the  peril  of  my  hfe.' 

Twu  days  after  this  the  jeweller  happened  to  pass  by  the  shop  of  Ebn  Thaher, 
•i  observine  that  it  was  shut  up,  he  concluded  he  had  put  tn  execution  the 
««(»  be  had  communicated  to  hmi.  To  bequite  sure,  however,  he  inauired  of 
^OBghbtnir  if  be  knew  why  it  was  not  opeiL  The  neighbour  replied  that  ne  knew 
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no  more  than  ihat  Ebn  Thaher  had  set  off  on  a  journey.  This  was  all  the  j< 
required, and  ihc  first  person  he  tliought  of  was  the  Prince  of  Persia.  "  Cnhai 
prince, "thought  he, "how  grieved  ytio  will  b«to  learn  this  intelligence  !    By  w] 
means  will  you  now  be  able  to  hold  any  imercourse  ^kith  Schcmselnihftr?    1  lew 
despair  will  put  a  period  to  your  existence.    1  feel  coinpas!»ion  for  you,  and  nitiR 
endeavour  to  replace  the  loss  of  so  litnid  a  friend." 

The  business  which  had  led  him  out  was  not  of  immediate  ronsequence ;  be 
therefore  neglected  thai,  and  although  he  only  knew  the  prince  from  having  »oM 
hmi  some  jeweller)-,  he  nevertheless  went  to  his  house.  He  requested  one  of  lb» 
servants  he  met  at  the  door  to  tdl  his  master  that  he  wanted  to  speak  to  bim  on 
an  affair  of  the  greatest  importance.  1  he  servant  soon  returned  to  the  jcweDer. 
and  introduced  him  into  the  apanment  of  the  pnnce.  wbom  he  found  recluuDg 
on  a  sofa,  with  his  head  on  the  cushion.  The  prince,  recollecting  (hat  he  ha3 
seen  him  before,  got  up  to  receive  him  and  give  him  welcome  ;  and  after  havtnc 
begged  him  to  sit  down,  he  asked  him  it  he  could  render  him  any  icrvtce,  or  if 
he  came  on  business  which  related  to  him.  "  Prince,"  replied  the  teweUer, 
"although  I  have  not  the  honour  to  be  much  known  to  you.  yet  the  xealou 
desire  I  have  of  serving  you  has  madcmc  take  the  liberty  of  coming  toftcqattil 
you  of  a  circumstance  which  concerns  you ;  I  hope  you  will  pardon  tfau  ' 
as  it  proceeds  from  a  good  intention." 

After  this  preDice  the  jeweller  l>e);an  his  story,  and  proceeded  thus  : 
you  will  allow  me  the  honour  of  telling  you  that  tlie  conformity  of  our  mindly 
gether  with  some  affairs  we  had  to  transact  with  each  other,  has  given  rne ' 
Rrm  friendslup  which  exists  between  Ebn  Thaher  and  myself.  1  Itacnr  lu 
acquaintance  with  you,  and  that  be  has.  tilt  now,  exerted  himself  to  sem  yott  bO 
the  utmost  of  his  ability  :  this  I  learned  from  his  own  lips,  for  we  netrcr  practilt 
conceahnent  with  each'other.  I  just  now  passed  by  his  sliop,  and  was  iiiiptiwi 
to  find  it  shut  up.  I  inquired  the  reason  of  one  of  his  neighbours,  wbo  toM  me 
tfaat  £bn  Thaher  had  taken  his  leave  of  him  and  of  the  other  neighbours  twn  dn s 
since,  at  the  same  lime  offering  them  his  $rJ^-ices  at  Ualsora,  whither  be  said  nc 
was  going  on  an  affair  of  considerable  importance.  1  was  not  thoroughly  latiiAcd 
with  this  answer  ;  and  the  interest  I  feel  in  whatever  concerns  bim,  induced  mc 
to  come  to  ask  you  if  you  knew  anything  particular  about  this  sudden  depKitune.' 

At  this  speech,  to  which  the  je^^'eller  had  given  that  turn  he  thought  most  \A 
to  forward  his  design,  the  Prince  of  Persia  changed  colour,  and  looked  at  tl 
jeweller  with  an  air  which  evidently  proved  how  much  he  was  aftliried  at  this 
telljgence.  "What  you  tell  me,"  said  he,  ''astonishes  me  ;  I  could  not  have  n* 
with  a  more  mortifying  occurrence.     Yes,"  cried  he,  the  tears  flowing  from 
eyes,  "  1  have  no  hope  left,  if  what  you  tell  me  is  true  I     Ebn  Thaher,  who 
my  only  consolation  and  support,  forsakes  me  t    I  no  longer  seek  to  Ltc  after  i 
cruel  a  blow  ! " 
The  jeweller  had  heard  enough  to  be  fully  convinced  of  the  violcDcr  jif 

Jmnce's  love,  with  which  Ebn  Thaher  had  already  acquainted  him, 
riendship  does  not  express  iuelf  in  such  strong  language  ;  love  alooc  b 
of  inspinng  sentiments  so  animated. 

The  prince  remained  for  some  minutes  absorbed  in  the  moot  distracting 
flections.     He  at  length  raised  his  head,  and  addressing  one  of  his  atteiMlant^] 
"  Go,"  said  be,  "  to  Ebn  Thaher's  house  :  speak  to  some  of  his  servants,  and  uv 
quire  if  it  be  true  thai  he  is  set  off  for  Ilalsora.     Run  there  instantly,  and  returaj 
as  quickly  as  possible.  ih.\l  I  may  leam  what  you  have  heard."     \l'hile  ibe 
viint  was  gone,  the  jeweller  endeavoured  to  converse  with  the  prince  on  it 
subjects,  but  he  seemed  totally  inattentive ;  his  mind  was  lost  in  thought. 
rimes  he  could  not  persuade  himself  that  Ebn  Thaher  was  really  gone  :  thea  hi, 
felt  convinced  of  it.  when  he  recollected  the  conversation  he  had  held  wHh  l^ii 
fntnd  the  last  time  he  had  seen  him,  and  the  abrupt  manner  in  which  he  left 
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Jb  length  the  servant  of  the  prince  returned,  and  said  that  he  had  spoken  wilh 

^vCkeof  the  people  tx'longing  to  Ebn  Thaher,  who  assured  him  that  he  was  no 

l«>«iger  in  Ea^dad,  and  that  he  had  &et  ofi  two  days  since  for  Balsora.  "  As  1  was 

croining  out  of  the  house  of  Ebn  'i'haher,"  continued  the  scn-ant, "  a  well-dressed 

fg-mnV  slave  accosted  me,  and  having  asked  mc  if  I  had  nut  the  honour  of  being 

on«  Of  your  attendants,  she  said  that  she  wanted  to  speak  to  you,  and  begged  me 

a  t  the  same  time  to  allow  her  to  come  vvitli  me.    She  is  in  the  antechamber,  and, 

I    tsdicvc,  has  a  letter  lo  deliver  from  some  person  of  conseauence."    The  prince 

txxunediatelv  desired  that  she  might  be  admitted,  not  doubting  that  it  was  the 

confidential  slave  of  Schcmselnihar. 

The  iewdler  knew  her  again  from  having  met  her  sometimes  at  Ebn  Thaher's, 
^rlM  told  him  who  she  was.    She  co.ild  not  have  arrived  at  a  more  seasonable 
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- -__  to  prevent  the  prince  from  giving  way  to  despair.  She  saluted  him,  as  he 
't^  her  m  return.  The  jeweller  had  risen  as  soon  as  she  entered,  and  had  with- 
*<>%wn  a  little,  to  leave  ihcm  at  liberty  to  convene  together.  The  slave,  after  having 
*^teined  some  time  with  the  prince,  took  her  leave  and  went  away.  She  left 
^^  quite  dirfcrent  from  what  tic  was  before  ;  his  eyes  appcired  more  sparkhng 
*^  bU  countenance  more  cheerful,  which  ted  the  jeweller  to  suppose  that  the 
C&nd  ^ve  had  been  saying  someihmg  favourable  to  bis  attachment. 

The  jeweller,  having  resumed  his  place  near  the  prince,  said  to  him.  smiling, 
I  seCf  prince,  you  have  some  important  affairs  at  the  palace  of  the  caliph."  The 
^^BCC,  surpri*ed  and  alarmed  at  this  speech,  replied,  **  What  induces  you  to  think 
4ku  I  have  any  aiTairs  at  the  palace  of  the  ca|ji>h  ?"  "  I  conclude  so,"  resumed 
^i*  jeweller,  "  from  the  slave  who  has  just  left  you."  "  And  to  whom  do  you 
*ttpp[*5«  this  slave  belongs?"  inquired  the  prince.  "To  Schcmsclnihar,  the 
^»umite  of  the  caliph,"  replied  the  jnwcUer.  "  I  know  this  slave.''  continued  be, 
*  maA  hsr  urif  tress  also,  who  has  sometimes  done  mc  the  honour  of  comuig  to  my 
^ihop  CO  bu>'  jeweller)-,  t  know,  moreover,  tliac  this  slave  is  admitted  into  all  the 
~~         lof  Scnemsdn'ihar.  I  have  seen  her  for  some  days  past  continually  walking 
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about  the  streets  with  a  pensive  air,  from  which  J  imagine  she  »  now 
in  something  of  consequence  which  rcLiics  lo  her  mistress." 

These  wOTds  of  the  ic«cllcr  confused  the  I'nncc  of  Persia.     "  He  wotUii 
talk  to  me  thus,"  ihougm  he, "  if  he  did  not  suspect,  or  ratlicr  if  he  did  not  kn 
my  secret."     He  remained  silent  for  some  minutes,  not  knowing  how  to  aicL 
length  he  spoke,  and  said  to  llie  jeweller.  "  Vou  tell  me  some  things  which 
me  to  think  you  know  still  more  than  you  say.     1 1  is  very  necessary  to  tny  ; 
of  mind  (hat  1  should  know  the  whole;  I  entreat  you,  therefore,  to  conccAl  ac 
from  me." 

The  jeweller,  who  could  not  desire  a  better  opportunity,  then  gax-e  himon* 
detail  of  the  conversation  he  had  had  with  £bn  Thaher,  and  thus  lei  hun  ' 
that  he  war:  apprised  of  the  intercourse  that  subsbtcd  between  hmi  and  ixbmu^ 
selnihnr  ;  he  did  not  omit  telling  him  that  Ebn  Thaher,  alarmed  at  the  daB| 
which  his  otilicc  of  contidiuit  placed  him  in,  had  imported  to  hiro  the  desiga 
bad  formed  of  quitting  Bagdad  for  B.ilsora,  where  tie  intended  to  refluia 
the  aionn  wliich  he  dreaded  had  passed  over.  "  This  he  has  put  in  execudoB.* 
continued  the  jeweller ;  "  but  I  am  surprised  how  he  could  prevail  on  himaelf 
abandon  you  in  Ihe  state  which  he  described  you  to  be  in.  As  for  me,  nrtnce, 
confess  to  you  that  1  was  moved  with  compassion  for  your  sufieringi,  and  I 
to  olTer  you  my  ser%  ices  ;  and  if  you  wiD  do  me  the  honour  to  accept  them,  1 
promise  to  observe  the  same  fidelity  ton-ards  you  as  Ebn  Thaher  has  done,  ani 
engage  moreover  to  continue  more  Itrin  and  constant  1  am  rcadv  to  sacrifict 
my  life  and  honour  in  your  service  ;  and,  thai  yoii  may  have  no  ooabCi  of 
sincerity,  I  swear  by  cver>-thing  most  sicred  in  our  holy  reli^on^  to  preaent ; 
secret  inviolably.  He  assured  then,  prince^  chat  in  me  you  will  find  a  Mend  i 
to  the  one  you  have  Iosl" 

This  speech  afi'ordcd  the  Prince  of  Persia  CTCat  const^tion,  and  rccondladtj 
him  to  the  voluntary  banishment  of  £bn  Thaher.     "  I  feel  great  ntisiactkm,* 
said  he,  "  in  6nding  in  you  so  };ood  a  substitute  for  the  loss  I  have  suffcxed.    1 
cannot  sufhcicntty  express  how  much  I  think  in>'self  indebted  to  you.  and  1  tnm 
that  God  will  amply  recompense  your  generosity.    1  accept,  therefore,  with  KfCaC 
pleasure  the  kind  offer  vou  have  made  me.     Should  you  suppose,'"  condnucd  lfa*t 
prince,  "that  Scheniselnih.ir's  confidential  ^lave  has  just  oeen  talking  to  me  of) 
you  ?     She  told  me  that  it  was  you  who  ad\-iscd  F.bn  Thaher  to  leave  liagdaA , 
These  were  the  very- last  words  she  said  as  she  left  mc,  and  she  seemed  tborougUf  j 
persuaded  of  their  truth.    She  did  yon,  however,  gre.it  inju<iticc ;  and  after  ( 
ihuijj  you  hiive  now  informed  me  of,  I   have  no  doubt  but  she  was 
deceived."    "  Prince,"  replied  the  jeweller,  "  1  have  had  the  honour  to . 
both  a  Lleral  and  a  faithful  narrative  of  the  conversation  that  took  place 
Ebn  Thaher  and  myself.     It  is  true,  that  when  he  told  mc  of  his  intention  of  r^ 
tiring  to  Balsora,  I  did  not  op|K»e  his  desi^^n  :  I  even  told  him  I  thought  him 
bodi  prudent  and  wise;  but  this  ought  not  to  prevent  you  from  putting  yooT' 
wbde  confidence  in  me,  for  1  am  ready  to  afford  you  all  my  services,  and  lo  tutl ' 
myself  most  warmly  and  indcfatigahly  in  your  cause.    If  you  think  otherwise-,  awl 
dechne  my  interference,  I  will,  nevertheless,  as  1  have  most  solemnly  kwom,  re- 
ligiously preserve  your  secret."     "  I  have  .ilready  told  vou,"  replied'  the  prince, 
"  that  1  place  not  the  least  confidence  in  anything  the  slave  has  said.     It  is  her 
zeal  only  that  has  raised  these  suspicions  in  her  mind,  and  which  have  out,  m 
fact,  the  least  foundation.     Vou  ought,  therefore,  like  myself,  to  eacuac  her  on 
that  account." 

Tbey  continued  their  conversation  for  some  time  longer,  and  consulted  ing^lTiT 
about  the  best  and  most  suitable  mcms  of  keeping  open  a  correspondence  be- 
tween the  prince  and  .Srhemst-lnihar.  The  lirst  thing  they  settled  was,  that  it  wa» 
necessary  to  undeceive  the  confidante,  u  ho  was  so  unjustly  |>rr)tidiced  agumat  the 
jeweller.    The  prince  took  upon  himself  the  task  of  expiainmg  this  matter  ite 
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fim  line  she  came  lo  him,  and  also  to  desire  her,  whenever  she  brought  any 
nore  lettere,  or  had  any  message  from  her  mistress,  to  carr>-  them  directly  to  the 
jncBer.  In  feci,  they  thought  it  improper  that  she  should  make  her  appearance 
u  dH  prince's  house  so  often,  becau&e  she  might  by  those  means,  perhaps,  cause 
t<UiODver>-  of  what  ii  was  so  much  the  interest  of  all  parties  to  conceal  The 
JMtUcr  then  ^'ot  up,  and  aiter  having  again  assured  the  pnnce  he  might  place  an 
eotife  confidence  m  htm.  took  his  leave. 

As  the  jeweller  was  going  from  the  Prince  of  Persia's,  he  observed  a  letter  in 
(tic  street,  which  some  one  seemed  to  have  dropped.  As  it  was  not  sealed,  he 
uMded  it>  and  found  it  written  in  the  following  terms  : 

"  SchtmseiHthar  to  tfu  Fritut  of  Persia, 

"  I  am  now  about  to  inform  you,  by  means  of  my  sla\-e,  of  a  circumstance  which 
tm*  Dte  no  Ins  afBiciion  than  it  will  occasion  you.  By  losing  Ebn  Thaher,  we 
tnily  suflier  s  ereai  deal :  but  do  not  let  this,  my  dear  prince,  prevent  you  from 
ttloog  care  ot  yourself.  If  the  fnend  in  whom  we  trusted  has  abandoned  us 
tbougfa  a  dread  of  the  consequences,  let  us  consider  it  as  an  evil  wc  could  not 
trotit  w«  must,  therefore,  console  ourselves  under  the  misfortune.  I  own  to 
JW  that  Ebn  Thaher  has  forsaken  us  at  a  time  when  hii  presence  and  aid  is 
Otm  necessary,,  but  let  us  fortify  ourselves  with  patience  under  this  most  un- 
cipKtcd  event,  nor  let  our  atfection  fail  us  even  for  an  instant.  Strengthen 
T^nrnund  against  this  disastrous  event.  Remember,  we  seldom  obtain  what  we 
*nih  without  diihculiY.  Do  not,  then,  let  this  damp  our  courage :  let  us  hope 
^i  Hesnren  will  be  favourable ;  and  after  all  our  numerous  sufferings,  we  shall 
V  bm  urive  at  the  full  and  happy  completion  of  our  wishes.    Farewell." 

WhUe  the  jenxller  had  been  engaged  with  his  visit  to  the  Prince  of  Persia,  the 
*^T)nfiJiiiiH  had  had  time  tn  return  to  the  palace,  and  inform  her  mi<;tress  of  the 
*lpkA3am  intelligence  of  Ebn  Thahcr's  ocparture.  Schcmselnihar  had  in  con- 
*Bqpeoce  immediately  ^^-rittcn  tlie  foregoing  letter,  and  sent  her  slave  back,  to 
^^rrr  H  to  the  prince  «-ithout  delay,  and  tlic  confidante,  as  she  went  along,  had 
*Cc«tcntally  dropped  it. 

Tbe  jcwcUcr  was  much  pleased  at  finding  it,  as  it  afforded  him  an  excellent 

'*Hxbod  of  justifying  himself  in  the  mind  of  the  confidante,  and  bringing  the 

"^latter  to  the  point  lie  wished.    As  he  finished  reading  it,  he  perceived  the  slave 

**eT»elf.  who  »35  locking  about  with  great  distress  and  anxiet>-  to  recover  iL   He 

*WedIv  ff'jded  it  up.'inaput  it  in  his  oosom;  but  ihcconlidantc  having  obscn'cd 

^*%  ntotions.  ran  up  tohinL    "Sir,"  said  she,  "  I  have  dropped  the  letter  which 

yon  llAd  just  Tuiw  in  your  hand ;  I  beg*  you  to  have  the  goodness  to  return  it 

•*»«.■     The  jeweller  pretended  not  to  hear  her,  and  continued  walking  on  till  he 

>Q(  home,  without  answering  a  word  ;  he  did  not  shut  the  door  after  him.  that 

confidante,  who  still  followed  him,  might,  if  she  pleased,  come  in.     This  she 

not  fail  to  do ;  and  when  she  had  reached  his  apartment,  she  said  to  him, 

'Sn,  the  letter  you  have  found  can  be  of  no  use  to  you,  and  you  would  m.ike  no 

■ftftculty  in  gi*"ing  it  me  again,  if  you  knew  from  whom  it  came  and  to  whom  it 

^  acklrcssed.    Give  me  leave  to  lell  you  also  that  you  do  not  art  justlv  b)-  de- 

Bdore  he  returried  any  answer  to  the  slave,  the  jeweller  m.ade  her  sit  down ; 
***  then  said  to  her,  "  Is'it  not  true  that  the  letter  in  question  is  from  Schemsel- 
v^aliar.  and  that  it  is  addressed  to  the  Prince  of  Persia  ?  "  The  sla\-e,  who  did  not 
^acpert  this  question,  changed  colour.  "  ITiis  in(|uiry  seems  to  embarrass  you," 
<'OBtJm»cd  he, "but  understand  that  indiscreet  curiosity  is  not  my  motive  for  ask- 
«n|[  this.  1  cotdd  have  given  you  the  letter  in  the  street,  but  I  wished  to  induce 
ynn  to  IbUow  me  here,  because  I  «ni  desirous  of  cxpliuning  my  motives  to  you. 
T«n  UK — is  it  just  to  impute  a  disastrous  event  to  any  one  who  has  not  in  the 
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grateful  to  Heaven  for  ha\*tng  so  soon  and  so  well  supplied  the  K^cat  loss  we 
suffered  in  £bn  Hiaher." 

Schemsclnihar  added  many  other  obligin);  things  in  her  speech  to  the  jewellefr 
and  then  returned  to  her  palace.  The  jeweller  himself  instantly  went  and  g»»« 
the  Prince  of  Perwa  an  account  of  this  visii ;  who.  when  he  saw  him  arrive,  c^lfld 
out,  "  I  have  been  waiting  foryou  with  the  greatest  impatience.  Thecoi 
slave  has  brought  me  a  letter  from  her  mistress,  but  this  Iciier  has  aflc 
no  comfort-  Although  the  amiable  Schem&elnihar  may  endeavour  to 
ever)'  encouragement,  yet  1  dare  not  indulge  my  hopes,  and  my  patictice  is  (jtulB 
exhausted.  J  know  not  n-hat  plan  to  follow.  The  departure  uf  Ebn  Thaller  has 
thrown  me  into  despair.  He  was  my  support,  and  in  losing  him  I  have  Jwi  every- 
thing, for  in  the  free  access  he  had  to  Scbemselnihar,  1  did  llatler  m)'9eU'  with 
some  hopes." 

Ai  these  words,  which  the  prince  uttered  in  a  very  expressive  manner,  and 
rapidly  tlint  the  jeweller  had  no  opportunity  of  putting  in  a  word  beforei  ne 
■*  No  one,  prince,  can  take  a  greater  Interest  in  ycir  imsronunes  than  " 
if  you  will  have  the  patience  to  listen  to  me,  you  will  lind  that  I  can  : 
some  comfort. "  At  this  speech  the  prince  held  his  tongue  and  was  airentl^ 
very  clearly  see,"  added  the  jeweller,  "  thai  the  only  means  of  satisfying  you  Is  0 
enable  you  to  converse  with  and  see  Schemsctnihar  without  any  rcstrainL 
IS  a  s;iIisfaction  I  wish  to  procure  you,  and  I  will  set  about  it  to-morrow,    ll 
not,  I  trust,  be  necessary  lo  expose  you  to  the  risk  of  going  to  the 
8chem&elnihar;  you  know  from  expenence  how  dangerous  a  plan  that 
acquainted  with  a  much  more  proper  plice  for  this  interview,  and  where  yen 
both  be  in  safety."    When  the  jeweller  had  Anished  this  speech,  the  princo< 
braced  him  with  the  greatest  transport. 

"You  reanimate,  by  this  delightful  promise,''  he  exclaimed,  "an  unfom 
lover,  who  felt  himself  already  condemned  to  death.    From  what  I  alrendy 
I  am  sure  I  have  fully  repaired  tlie  loss  of  Ebn  Tlialier.     Wh.r. 
take  will,  I  know,  be  done  welt,  and  I  give  my>elf  entirely  up  '  ■ 

After  the  prince  had  thanked  the  jeweller  for  the  leal  he  i...M  -..n.wii  m  .it.-. 
KTvicc.  the  bticr  relumed  home,  where  the  conlidential  slave  of  .Scbemwiaaar 
came  the  next  morning  to  seek  him.  He  told  her  that  he  h.id  gi^'en  the  Princr 
of  Persia  some  hopes  of  seeing  .Schemselnihar  very  soon.  "  1  am  come  expfcsiiljr* 
sbe  cried. "  to  concert  some  measures  with  >  uu  fur  that  purpose.  It  appcon  to 
me,"  she  added,  '*  that  this  \-cry  house  is  well  adapted  tor  their  mectio^.'  **  1 
should  not  have  tlie  least  objection  to  their  coming  here,"  replied  the  jeweller. 
*'but  I  think  they  will  be  much  more  at  liberty  in  another  house  which  1  Imtc, 
and  which  is  inhabited  by  no  one.  I  will  immediately  have  it  handsomely  fttr- 
nished  to  receive  them."  "This  being  the  ca«."  rejoined  the  slave,  **rMtluM 
more  remains  to  be  done,  but  to  get  the  favourite  to  agree  to  it.  1  will  go  aao 
speak  to  her  on  the  subject,  and  will  return  in  a  very  short  time  and  gtv«  yoa  her 
answer." 

It  was  not  long  before  she  came  back,  and  she  told  the  jeweller  that  Scbcn- 
selnihar  would  not  fnil  to  be  at  the  appointed  piace  towards  the  close  of  the  d»)r. 
She  at  tlie  same  time  }iut  a  purse  into  his  hand*^.  and  told  him  it  was  to  procuw 
an  excellent  collation.  Tlic  jeweller  directly  carried  the  slave  to  the  h^wse  where 
the  lovers  were  to  meet,  that  she  might  kn'otv  where  it  was,  and  be  able  lo  cod* 
duct  her  mistress  thither  ;  and  as  soon  as  the\'  parted,  be  went  to  borrow  fr«aa 
his  friends  some  gold  and  silver  plate,  some  cirpets,  some  very  rich  cusl 
and  other  furniture,  with  M-hich  he  ornamented  the  house  in  the  most  magni 
manner.  When  be  had  got  everything  in  readiness,  he  went  to  the  rnnci 
Persia. 

Imagine  to  vourself  the  joy  of  the  prince  when  the  jeweller  informed  bbn 

he  was  come  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  him  lo  a  house  whidi  was  prepared 
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I,  *  it  IS  widiout  doubt  tlte  departure  of  £bn  Tluher  which  so  miich  xflUeti  nu ; 
but  pennit  me  to  conjure  yuu,  in  the  name  of  God,  not  to  alarm  youneU  anjr 
■wn  on  Itua  sabjccl.  Wc  have  found  another  like  himself,  vho  has  ofliered  to 
•ipaC*  in  jrour  wrvicA  with  et^ual  ical,  and  what  is  of  more  consequence,  with 
mucT  cpurngc.'  I  then  mentioned  you  to  her,"  continued  the  slave, "  and  told 
■cr  ths  motives  which  induced  you  to  ^n  to  the  Prince  of  Fenta.  In  sbort^  1 
■MMired  her  that  you  would  ever  prescn'e  the  secret  inicrcourM  between  her  and 
the  prmce  InvioUblc.  and  that  you  were  dctcnnincd  to  aid  their  attachment  with 
all  ytmr  {wwcr.  She  appeared  K^citb'  consoled  at  this  speech.  '  What  obllga- 
tkuu/m  odaimadi '  ought  wc  lu  feci  uurtdves  under  to  the  excellent  man  you 
Imw  owntioficd  1  l  won  to  know  him.  to  see  htm,  to  hear  from  his  own  hps 
whM  3r<M  have  now  lold  me,  and  to  thank  him  for  his  alaott  imbeavd-of  ^enc- 
nwitr  tovards  persons  who  have  not  the  slightest  naaoQ  to  expect  hun  to  interest 
himself  m  »n  fervent  a  manner.  His  sight  will  afford  me  pleasure,  and  I  will 
ooui  Bochhw  that  I  ibink  will  conlirm  htm  in  his  good  opinions  and  intentions. 
Do  not  Mpea  to  {o  Uk  htm  to-morrow  morning  and  bring  him  here.'  Vou  must, 
ikcRftm.  lir,  if  vou  please,  uke  the  trouble  to  go  with  me  to  her  palace." 

Tim  naech  oc  the  coa6dante'»  very  miKh  embamuaed  the  ^ewellor.  **  Your 
BiacrcB,  be  repUed,  **  most  pennit  me  to  say  that  the  has  not  thought  sufKcteady 
of  what  she  has  reouircd  of  me.  The  free  access  which  Ebn  Thaner  had  to  the 
^iph  i^ve  htm  aomission  everywhere,  and  the  oftcera  and  anendaots.  who 
kanr  km,  wflcfvd  him  to  go  backwards  and  forwards  to  the  p.iJ  r       riem- 

■rinfllll  mtboul  motcstaiioiL     But  how  dare  t  enter  it^     Vou  n:  i  6ee 

dMl  the  thing  is  impossi'btr    I  entreat  you.  thcrcf'  ^  '  uniu  c»<.Tiri[i>rii)ilur 

ijhs  raaaoos  which  ou^-ht  to  prevent  me  from  K'  'lis  satisfaction,  and 

represent  to  her  ail  the  unpleasant  consequences  ii'->>  .■•>,.ii^  Ujppen  from  iL  And 
if  sh«  win  comider  the  matter  a);:ain  in  the  &ltL;htest  degree,  she  will  easily  sec 
that  kba  exposes  me  to  a  vcr>-  i^rcat  daiiger  without  the  kost  use." 

TtM  conHdenttal  slave  csdeavoored  to  encoutags  the  Jeweller.  "  \io  you 
ippoie,"  she  said,  **  that  Schrmsclnihar  is  so  rcgartUcn  as  to  expose  you.  mm 
wnom  MC  cupccts  «  '-of  the  most  iinpnnonl  scrvirrs,  to  the  Icavt 

danKtr.  in  ordeiine  >i»:  .  r  to  her?     Kecollcct  younclf,  and  you  will  bnd 

there  is  not  even  the  appearance  of  daqfer.  Both  my  Udv  and  m>  self  are  too 
much  loicrcsted  in  this  atlaxr  to  engage  you  in  it  without  due  consideration.  Yotf 
may,  thcrcfof .  very  HMy  trust  me  to  coodoa  you ;  and  after  tt  is  all  finished, 
you  «iU  rcidily  enough  acknowledge  that  your  warm*  were  without  any  founda- 


The  >eweller  yielded  to  the  arguments  of  the  conftdante,  and  gM  op  to  follow 
bcr.     ^  '^  .tU  the  courage  he  ptaued  hlnutlf  upon  posseiiingi 

hi*  fe  1 :  F  of  him  that  he  trembled  from  heed  to  iboc  **  Fran 

the  kuie  wnitii  i  perceive  yoB  are  ifl,'  Cried  she;  "  I  am  sure  you  had  better 
iweibi  at  home,  and  Schemadnihar  pnnue  some  other  mode  of  seeing  yo" :  '^^ 
I  have  tko  doubt,  from  the  great  desire  she  feels,  that  she  will  rome  and  And  yiM 
OBI  tKnelf.  This  beii^  thie  cue,  sir.  do  not  go  out,  for  I  am  conv  incT«l  it  will ' 
nol  be  long  before  you  see  her  arrive"  The  conhdante  was  not  wrong  m  bar 
oMifeaurrs,  fur  she  bad  no  suuner  mfomwd  SdMAftdttUutf  of  ibt  AigM  nf  Uw 
jevcUer,  than  i)ie  Utter  inti.u>iiv  m.tde  preparatidna  to  go  to  his  houM. 

HttfOCCIvcd  hrr  witn  «-%>  t  the  mmt  puifnund  rcspecL    As  soon  ■•] 

A*  had  cat  down,  far  she  i  fuit^ucd  with  hrr  n-:ilk,  she  took  off  iMf  j 

veil,  and  discnvercd  »u  mii<  i.  i<  -  -  v,  the  eves  nf  the  jewrJIer,  thai  he  instantljr  ' 
OoaCtMed  in  his  onn  nutul  l<  '  i-.ible  it  was  in  the  I'linrc  of  Hcrtia  to  havo* 
dpraud  bU  heart  to  the  l.i  >  he  cahph.    She  then  accoMed  the  >eMll«r 

in  tbebindeit  manner,  aiui  ', "  I  could  not  ixmtbly  Iwrnme  acouaisied 

with  tbe  great  interest  you  uLi  it.  tUr  wclfaivof  the  i^ncr '  tndmyeeM^^ 

without  tnstuitJy  forming  tltc  design  o<  t*^tV>'*g  yon  in  pci  11  jun 
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amends  for  their  former  silence.    They  expressed  themselves  in  so  tEoder  lad 

affecting  a  manner,  that  even  the  jeweller,  the  confidante,  and  the  two  sUtcs  cmdlt 
not  refrain  frum  shedding  tcir^.  It  was  necessary,  however,  for  the  jcw^erk» 
dry  his  tears,  and  to  tliink  about  the  collation,  which  lie  set  before  ihcm  with  Us> 
own  Iiands.  The  lovers  ate  ami  drank  but  slightly ;  after  which  they  returned  ii» 
the  sofa,  and  Schemsclnihar  asked  the  jeweller  if  he  happened  to  have  a  luHi  or 
any  other  inslniment.  The  jeweller,  who  had  taken  care  to  provide  t^fXyHtaf 
which  he  thought  might  aflbrcl  them  pleasure,  immediately  brought  a  htte.  The 
favourite  spent  a  few  moments  in  tuning  it,  and  then  began  to  sing. 

While  Schemselnihar  was  thus  deligntrng  the  Prince  of  I'crsia  by  eiprCMif 
her  10^*6  for  him  in  words  which  she  composed  at  the  moment,  they  iwiilnljr 
heard  a  great  noise,  and  a  slave,  whom  the  jeweller  had  brought  widi  him,  tlMtm^ 
rushed  in,  frightened  to  death,  and  &aid  that  some  people  were  forcing  tbc  door ; 
that  be  had  demanded  of  them  who  it  was,  when,  instead  of  returning  anyattsvcr, 
th^  redoubled  ibeir  blows.  The  jeweller,  greatly  iilarined,  left  &bemadiAa* 
and  the  Prince  of  Persia,  to  go  and  mform  himself  of  the  truth  of  this  btwt  aen- 
He  went  as  far  as  the  court,  when,  through  the  obscurity  of  the  place,  be  obattMl 
a  troop  of  men,  armed  with  scimit.irs,  who  had  already  forced  the  door  aad  wtR 
coming  directly  towards  him.  The  jeweller  got  up  close  to  the  wall  asquddy 
as  possible,  and.  without  being  obser\-ed,  he  saw  them  pass  b)*,  to  the  mnabo'  of 
ten. 

Aa  he  thought  be  could  be  of  no  use  in  assbting  the  Prince  of  Peisa  aarf 
Schemsebiihar,  he  contented  himself  with  lamenting  ibcu- sad  situation.  And  look 
Bight  as  Cast  as  possible^  He  ran  out  of  his  own  bouse,  and  went  for  safely  lo 
that  of  a  neighbour,  wlio  had  not  yet  retired  for  the  night,  not  doubtii^  that  ilu 
unforeseen  and  violent  atuck  was  made  by  order  of  the  caliph,  who  had  by  sane 
means  been  informed  of  the  place  of  appointment  between  tJie  ^vouriie  aiMl  the 
Prince  of  Persia.  The  houM;  lo  which  he  tied  for  safety  was  not  so  Ux  distaai 
but  that  he  hcarU  tlie  noise  they  made  at  Ins  own,  and  this  noise  conttnoed  till 
midnight.  Then,  as  everything  appeared  to  him  to  be  silent,  he  requested  his 
neighbour  to  lend  him  a  sabre,  and,  armed  in  this  manner,  he  sallied  forth.  He 
went  to  the  door  of  his  own  house,  and  cntcnng  the  court,  perceived,  wnh  prrai 
alarm,  a  man,  who  demanded  who  he  was.  He  instantly  rccc^niccd  the  voice 
of  his  slave.  "  How  have  you  been  able,"  cried  the  jeweller,  "to  CSCUtt  faril| 
taken  by  the  guard  i  "  "  Sir,"  replied  the  slave, "  I  concealed  myself  in  the  tonu 
of  the  court,  and  I  came  out  .is  soon  as  the  noise  had  ceased.  But  it  was  not  die 
L'turd  that  brukc  into  your  house  :  thev  were  robbers,  who  for  some  days  past 
have  infested  this  quarter  of  the  city.and  pilhged  .ilmost  every  one.  Thcy  ha*t, 
ivithout  doubt, remarked  that  some  nrh  furniture  ha.<tbeen  brought  here,aiid  this 
WIS  certainly  their  object" 

The  jeweller  ihoucht  the  conjecture  of  his  slave  too  probable.  He  ctsfanrt 
the  house,  and  found,  in  fact,  that  the  robbers  had  taken  away  the  beaacilal  far* 
niiure  of  the  apartment  in  which  he  had  received  Schctnselnihar  and  her  love, 
and  had  carried  off  all  the  gold  and  silver  plate,  not  leaving  an  individnal  thine 
behind  them.  At  this  sight  he  was  auite  in  despair.  "  Oh,  heavens  t "  he  ex- 
claimed, "  1  am  undone,  without  the  cliance  of  redress  or  recover)-.  What  will 
my  friends  say  ?  and  what  excuse  can  1  nuke  llicm  when  I  shall  mform  them  thu 
the  thieves  have  broken  open  my  house,  and  robbed  mc  of  c\'er)'thing  they  had 
so  generously  lent  mc?  How  can  I  e»er  conipcnsate  them  for  the  loss  they  hav« 
suReml  through  me  ?  Besides,  wh.it  can  have  become  of  .Schemselnihar  and  the 
Prince  of  Persia  ?  This  affair  will  make  a  great  noise,  and  it  infallibly  must  reach 
the  cars  of  the  caliph,  l^e  will  be  informed  of  this  assi|j''  ^'^  '<  tr\d  I  khalt  be 
the  victim  of  his  rage."    The  slave,  who  was  very  much  ;r  '  '  his  maater, 

tried  to  console  him.    "With  regard  to  Schemsclnihar,    .  "there  is  do 

doubt  but  that  tlie  robbers  would  be  content  witli  despoiling  licr  of  her  vmltuhlOt 
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aodyw  may  be  assured  she  will  return  to  her  palace  wiih  her  slaves ;  and  the 

Hme  will  probably  be  the  fate  of  the  !''rince  nf  Persia.  Vou  have  every  reason, 
dierefiiir^,  lo  hope  tha:  the  caliph  will  remain  in  total  ij^orancc  of  ihts  adveaiure. 
^1  r>ir  ibe  Iciss  which  your  friends  have  suffered,  it  is  a  misfortune  you  cannot 
lirip,  nor  were  able  to  avoid.  They  ver>*  well  know  thai  the  robbers  are  here  in 
«Kac  numbers,  and  that  they  have  had  the  boldness  ro  pillage,  not  only  the 
amies  I  have  mentioned  to  >'ou,  but  many  others  bclonginf;  lo  the  principal 
■ofalemcn  of  the  court :  and  they  are  not  ig^noranc  tliat,  in  spite  of  the  orders 
-^rfoefa  have  been  issued  to  seize  them,  not  one  uf  them  has  hitherto  been  taken, 
awtwidutanding  all  the  exertions  and  diligence  that  have  been  used.  You  will 
Snke  them  crery  recompense  in  reluming  lo  your  friends  the  full  value  of  the 
\  vou  have  been  robbed  of,  and  you  nili  then  still  have,  God  be  praised,  a 
bte  fortune  remaining." 
'U'hile  ihey  were  waiting  till  it  was  daylight,  the  jeweller  made  the  slave  mend 
itedoor  of  the  bouse  that  had  been  forced,  as  well  as  he  could.  After  this,  he 
^nt  back  with  his  slave  to  that  he  commonly  lived  in,  making  the  most  melan- 
^tnlf  reflectioiu  all  the  way  he  walked  -ilong.  "  Ebn  Thahcr.*'  said  he  to  himself, 
""hu  been  wiser  than  I  have  ;  he  foresaw  this  misfortune,  mto  which  I  blindly 
no  headlong.  Would  to  God  I  had  never  taken  any  port  in  an  intrigue  which 
VM-  pctrfaaps  cost  me  my  life." 

It  WIS  hardly  day  when  the  report  of  this  house  having  been  broken  open  and 
'jkOwed  spread  itself  through  the  cit)',  and  was  the  cause  of  a  great  number  of 
W^nreller's  friends  and  neighbours  assembling  at  his  habitation,  the  most  part 
41  nam,  under  the  pretext  ofexpressing  their  sorrow  for  thisaccident,  only  came 
tobear  tbc  account  more  at  large.  He  did  not  omit  tu  thank  them  for  the  kind- 
am  ol  thctr  inquines  :  and  he  had,  at  least,  the  consolation  of  finding  that  no 
mm  nentloncd  cither  the  Prince  of  Persia  or  Schemsclnih^r.  which  led  him  to 
loM  that  they  were  returned  home,  or  had  retired  to  some  place  of  safety. 

Wban  the  jeweller  was  again  alone,  his  people  scr\-cd  up  a  repast ;  but  he  could 
lutaat  anything.  It  was  now  about  middav,  when  one  his  slaves  came  and  in- 
iofned  him  that  there  was  a  man  at  the  door  whom  he  did  not  know,  who  said 
he  wanted  to  speak  with  him.  As  the  jeweller  did  not  wish  to  admit  an  entire 
intohishousc.  hegot  upand  went  to  speak  to  htm  at  thcdoor.  "Although 
DM  know  me,'  said  the  man, "  I  am  not  unacquainted  with  you,  and  I  am 
loyva  upon  a  most  important  affair.'*  At  these  words  the  jeweller  requested 
'Us  to  cwae  into  the  bouse.  "  By  no  means,"  replied  the  stranger  ;  "  you  must. 
If  }«a  pleue^  take  the  trouble  to  go  with  me  to  your  other  house."  "  How  came 


TOB  •ofcnow,'*  answered  the  jeweller, "  that  I  have  any  other  house  besides  this  V 
lam  very  well  acquainted  with  that,"  said  the  stranger  :  ''and  therefore  yoo 
hmoaly  to  follow  me,  and  fear  nothing:  1  have  something  to  communicate  to 
'IQD  dbkt  will  give  you  pleasure."  Tbc  jcw-cllcr  then  went  with  him ;  but  informed 
■01  \tf  the  way  in  what  manner  his  house  had  been  robbed,  and  that  it  was  not 
n  a  state  in  which  to  receive  any  one. 

When  tbe>-  bad  arrived  opposite  to  the  house,  and  the  stranger  saw  that  the 
*4Mr»as  half  broken,  he  said  to  the  jeweller,"!  see  indeed  that  you  have  spdcen 
litt  Cniih  :  I  will  conduct  you  then  to  a  place  where  we  shall  be  better  accommo- 
dnsd."  Having  said  this,  they  rnnlinued  walking  on,  nor  did  they  stop  during 
ttaiOBainder  of  the  day.  Fatigued  with  the  distance  they  bad  come,  vexed  at 
waB%  Q^ht  so  near  at  hand,  and  wondering  at  the  silence  which  the  stranger 
%|R  mpectiog  the  place  they  were  going  to.  the  jeweller  beg.tn  lo  lose  all  his 
B,  when  they  arrived  at  an  open  place  which  led  down  to  the  Tigris.  As 
.  dury  were  on  the  bnnks  of  that  nvcr,  they  embarked  in  a  small  boat  and 
Over  to  the  other  side.     The  stranger  then  conducted  the  jeweller  do%»*n 


tkac  Steel,  where  he  had  never  before  been  ;  and  after  passing  through  I  know 
Wmht  omui^  unftei|uented  lanes,  he  stopped  at  a  door,  which  he  opuied. 


He 
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desired  the  )eweller  to  go  in,  shiii  the  door  nficr  him,  and  fastened  it  Mitb  x  \ixft 
iron  bar.  He  then  conducted  him  into  an  apartment,  where  there  were  tcncdKr 
men,  who  were  not  less  strangers  to  tlie  jeweller  than  the  une  wbu  had  bnaib: 
him  there. 

The&e  ten  men  received  the  jeweller  without  much  ceremony.     They  dewei 
him  to  ait  down,  which  he  did.     He  had  indeed  great  occasion  for  a  mt«fDrW 
was  not  only  fatigued  and  out  of  breath  ft-iii  bis  long  walk,  but  the  abiin  «iib 
which  be  was  seized  at  lindtng  hiin»elf  uitli  people  apparently  fully  «deqaiMt» 
inspire  it,  was  so  great,  tliat  be  was  hardly  able  to  stand.     As  ihcy  only  watUid 
for  the  chief  before  they  went  to  sup[>cr,  it  ums  served  up  when  he  made  ho 
nppearance.  Tbey  first  washed  their  hands,  and  compelled  tlie  jeweller  lodoilK 
same,  and  alM  to  sit  down  at  table  with  them.  After  sm-iper  was  over,  tbcyukcd 
him  if  he  w.ts  aware  with  whom  he  was  conversing.     The  jeweller  answmd  be 
was  not,  and  did  not  even  know  cither  the  quarter  of  the  city  or  the  place  he  w 
in.    "  Relate  tu  us,  then,'*  the)*  said.  "  youi-  adventure  of  last  nii;ht,  and  do  IM 
conceal  anything  from  us."     The  jeweller  was  much  astonisljcd  at  this  spnd^ 
andanswx-red,''Vou  are  probably,  gentlemen,  already  acquainted  mill  iL"  "TtMi" 
replied  tbey,  "the  ^oung  man  and  )oung  lady  who  were  with  you  ycsterddf  dik- 
ing have  rdated  it  to  us ;  but  we  wish  nevertheless  to  know  it  from  your  •■« 
lips." 

Nothing  more  was  wanting  to  make  the  jewdlcr  understand  thai  he  wai  wv 
speaking  to  the  very  robbers  who  bad  broken  open  and  pillaged  his  hoBH. 
"  Gentlemen,"  said  he,  "  1  am  in  great  distress  about  that  young  nun  and  yoAC 
lady  ;  can  you  give  mc  any  infomtation  concerning  them  f  "  "  Be  in  do  tew**  U- 
swercd  they,  "on  their  account ;  they  arc  in  a  place  of  safety,  and  arc  quite  wdl' 
Having  said  this,  they  pointed  out  twr>  small  apartment*  to  him,  in  whxii  tktf 
assured  him  they  were  kept  separate.  "  The>-  informed  us,"  added  the  stnaccn, 
"  that  you  were  the  only  person  who  were  acquainted  with  their  affain  aadift- 
terested  about  them.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  we  knew*  that,  wc  took  att 
care  of  them  on  your  account.  So  far  from  having  made  use  uf  the  least 
towards  ibem,  wc  have,  on  the  contrary-,  done  them  c^cr>-  service  in  tunr 
and  no  one  h.is  ever  wished  to  treat  tfieni  ill :  we  assure  you  also  04*  the 
trentroent,  and  you  may  place  the  fullest  confidence  in  us." 

Encouraged  by  this  speech,  and  deiighted  to  tind  that  Schemselnihar  and  dM 
Prince  of  Persia  were  in  safety,  at  least,  with  respect  to  their  lives  o&d  pcuM, 
the  jeweller  endeavoured  to  engage  the  robbers  still  further  in  tl>cir  sen^coL  He 

Iiraiscd  and  flattered  them,  and  returned  them  a  thousand  thanks.  "  J  aifcmia 
edge,  ^endemen,"  said  he  to  them, "  that  I  have  not  the  honour  of  knowicy  j« ; 
but  it  IS  a  very  great  happiness  to  mc  ttuit  yuu  are  not  unacquainted  wilk  BC. 
and  I  cannot  sufBciendy  ttiank  you  for  the  gratification  this  acquaintance oayoBr 
part  has  procured  me.  Not  to  mention  a  word  of  the  grc.lt  hutnAnit>*  and  tiifHlrftt 
of  this  action,  I  see  very  clearly  that  It  is  only  among  men  such  as  you  that* 
secret  can  be  faithfully  kept  where  there  is  any  danger  of  a  discovery  U>  be 
dreaded  ;  and  if  there  be  any  enterprise  of  a  muv  diibcult  nature  than  rwngwWi. 
)-ou  well  know  how  to  carT>-  it  ihrouRh,  by  your  alacrity,  your  courage,  and  raff 
mtrepidity.  Kclying  upon  the&e  qualifications,  to  which  you  have  so  jtusaduB, 
I  sliall  make  no  difjicuhy  in  relating  my  hi<itorv  to  you,  and  also  that  of  the  tao 
persons  whom  you  found  at  my  house,  with  all  the  distincuess  and  cnsh  yw 
can  require." 

After  the  jeweller  bad  taken  all  these  precaudons  to  interest  the  robben  aboM 
everything  he  was  going  to  reieal  tliat  he  lliuught  might  be  of  advantage^  bcfne 
them  a  complete  detail,  without  omitting  a  single  circumstance,  ol  the  attaclnaeat 
and  adventures  of  the  Prince  of  Persia  .-md  Schcmselnihar,  from  ihc  ytxj  bopa* 
nlng  dll  the  meeting  he  bad  procured  them  at  his  bouse. 

The  robbers  were  in  the  givaiest  astonishment  at  what  they  heanJ.  **  What  t' 
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Yilkcy  cried,  when  the  jew«l)er  had  concluded  his  narration,  "is  it  possible  that 

Thi*  young  man  is  the  illustrious  Ali  Ebn  Bccar,  Pnnce  of  Persia,  and  this  lady 

tbe  b^ntiftil  and  celebrated  Scbemselnihar  ? "    The  Jeweller  swore  that  he  hact 

told  ihetn  nothing  but  the  stnci  and  htcral  truth,  and  added  that  they  ought  noi 

10  think  It  strange  that  persons  of  their  rank  were  vcr>-  uowlUing  to  make  them- 

Ives  known. 

Upott  ibis  assurance  the  robbers  all  went,  one  after  the  other,  and  thre^v  them- 

tbs  feet  of  Schcinsclnibar  and  the  Prince  of  Persia,  entreating  them  to  grant 

■  pardon,  and  proles-iing  ihat  nothing  which  had  happened  should  have 

place  if  the)- had  knnwn  the  rankof  theguesu  before  they  had  broken  open 

ll)c  jewellers  house.  "  And  we  will  now  endeavour,"  they  added,  "  to  make  some 

^g^»on  for  the  fault  we  h3%'e  committed."  'I'hc>'  then  returned  10  the  jeweller. 

»  wry  sorry,"  said  they  to  him,  "that  we  are  unable  to  restore  everything 

.  taken  from  vou,  as  some  pan  of  it  is  no  longer  at  our  disposal ;  we  bee 

■  jno.  iberefore,  to  be  satisncd  with  the  plate  and  stiver  articles,  which  we  will 

fattaouclv  return  to  you.'* 

Tlie  jeweller  thought  himself  vcr\'  fortunate  at  the  favour  they  by  these  means 
id  faun.  When,  therefore,  the  rubbers  had  restored  wliat  they  promised,  thc>* 
woucated  the  Pnncc  of  Persia  and  Schemselnihar  to  come,  and  uifuniicd  them,  as 
«eu  as  the  jeweller,  that  they  were  ready  to  conduct  them  back  (o  a  certain  place, 
hn  whence  each  might  return  to  his  own  house  ;  but  before  they  did  this,  they 
•tfied  to  engage  each  of  them  by  an  oath  not  to  discover  ihem.  The  Prince  of 
ftr^a,  Schemwlnihar,  and  ihe  jeweller,  all  said  they  were  ready  to  pleilge  their 
Mri*;  but  if  the  robbers  panicularly  wished  it,  they  would  swear  solemnly  to 
ymne  the  whole  transaction  a  most  profound  secret  The  robbers  upon  this, 
perfectly  satishcd  with  their  oatb,  went  out  with  them. 

As  they  were  going  along,  the  jeweller,  feeling  much  disturbed  at  not  seeing 
fftber  ihe  conhd.tnte  or  the  other  two  slaves,  went  up  to  Scheniselnihar,  and  re- 
^■Med  her  to  inform  him  if  she  knmv  what  w:ts  beromc  of  them.  *'  1  know 
wMm  about  them,"  she  replied  ;  "  ali  I  can  tell  you  is,  that  they  carried  us  witlt>] 
Abb  from  your  house,  that  we  were  conducted  across  tlic  river,  and  at  last  led 
■  tbe  bouse  where  you  found  us." 

ThbwasaU  the  conversation  which  the  jeweller  had  with  Schemselnihar;  they 
Am  Ktflierad  themselves  to  be  escorted  by  the  robbers,  together  with  the  pnnce,  \ 
ad  fbey  toon  came  to  the  side  of  the  river.     The  robbers  immediately  took  a 
bast,  embarked  with  them,  and  landed  them  on  the  opposite  bank. 

Al  (be  instant  in  which  the  Prince  of  Persia,  Schemselnihar,  and  the  jeweller 
•trefttttineoQ  shore,  they  heard  a  great  noise,  caused  by  the  horse  juitrol  coming 
tsordft  them,  who  arrived  at  the  moment  they  were  landi<d.  and  while  the 
tqfaben  were  rowing  back  to  the  other  side  with  all  their  strength. 

Tha  otfcvr  of  the  guard  dem:inded  of  the  prince,  Schemselnihar.  and  tl 
tanilfr.  where  they  were  comin;^  from  at  that  late  hour,  and  who  they  were.   As 
(IqrwcK  alt  in  a  state  of  considerable  alarm,  and  therefore  fe.irful  of  saying  any- 
Ing  that  might  lead  them  into  difticulucs,  they  remained  silent.     It  was,  how>; 
«»er,  absolutely  necessar>'  to  make  some  answer  ;  and  this  the  jeweller  took  upol 
teiieU.a5  hts  mind  was  not  quite  so  disturbed.     **  Sir,**  he  rqilied,")el  tne  in 
Al  ftnt  place  .assure  you  that  we  are  people  of  character  who  live  in  the  city. 
[The  oten  who  are  in  the  boat,  from  whence  we  -ire  msl  l.inrted.  are  rnhbers,  who 
ni]Cht  broke  open  the  house  where  we  were.    They  despoiled  it  of  cvcr\ihing, 
earned  us  »*tth  them.     During  the  whole  of  this  time  wc  made  use  of  e\'ery 
ia  oar  power,  by  persuasion  and  entreaties,  and  have  at  last  succeeded  in] 
lac  oar  hberty,  and  in  consequence  of  this  they  brought  us  to  this  spod 
r,lbef  wcndid  more,  and  restored  tousapart  of  the  plunder  they  had  taken. 
yMA  we  now  have  with  us."    He  tlien  showed  lo  the  ofiicer  the  parcel  of 
Ae  fobben  bad  returned  to  him. 


The  comniiinder  of  tht  patrol  was  by  no  mcins  saiisR»l  with  this  an^wc?  'it 
the  ;e«*elW.     He  wem  ii|>  boih  to  him  .ind  the  Prince  of  I'ersut     **  Tell  r:ir,"~ 
uid  he  to  them,  looking  in  their  faces,  "  the  strict  truth  :  who  is  this  hilv .'  luiir 
came  you  actjuaintcd  with  her?  and  in  what  quancr  of  the  city  do  yuu  hw: " 

These  questions  very  much  embarrassed  them,  .ind  they  knew  not  wtuuj 
to  make.    Sclicmsclnihar,  however,  got  over  the  dii^culty.    She  took  tlw 
aside,  and  no  sooner  spoke  to  him  than  he  ^ot  otf  his  horse  and  showed 
every  mark  of  jfreat  respect  and  honour.     He  directly  also  ordered  sosne  of 
attendants  to  bring  two  boats. 

When  these  were  come,  the  officer  desired  Schemselnihar  to  embark  la 
and  the  prince  and  jeweller  went  in  the  other.  Two  of  his  attendants  *WTe  A» 
in  each,  with  orders  to  conduct  them  wherever  they  wished  to  go.  The  two  boats 
then  began  to  steer  a  dilTcrent  course  ;  but  we  wilt  now  only  attend  to  dut  in 
which  the  Prince  of  Persia  and  the  jeweller  were. 

The  priace,  in  order  to  save  the  persons  whom  the  officer  had  ordered 
duct  them  home  :iome  trouble,  told  them  he  M-ould  take  the  jc»*cller 
him,  and  infonned  them  of  the  part  of  the  city  where  he  lived.     Upoa 
formation  the  attendants  rowed  the  boat  lon-ards  the  shore  close  to  the 
palace.     TTie  Prince  of  Persia  and  the  jeweller,  although  the^*  durst  not 
II,  were  in  the  greatest  possible  aUrm.     Notwith starring  they  had  baud 
order  which  the  ofticer  had  given,  they  nevertheless  were  fully  pcrsiuded 
were  going  to  be  conducted  to  the  guardhouse  for  the  ntghc,  and  tnat  tberifc 
be  brought  before  the  caliph  in  the  morning. 

This  was,  however,  by  no  means  the  intention  of  thetr  conductors  ;  for  m» 
as  they  had  landed,  as  they  were  obliged  to  return  to  their  p:irr>',  they  ti 
tbem  to  an  oBiccr  belonging  to  the  caliph's  guard,  Mho  sent  two  so)d>«r» 
them  to  attend  them  by  land  to  the  Prince  of  Pei^ia's  house,  which  was  M  • 
siderable  distance  from  the  river.    They  at  length  arrived  there,  but  so 
with  labour  and  fatigue,  they  could  scarcely  move. 

In  addition  to  this  access  of  weariness,  the  Prince  of  Persia  felt  so  mach 
flitted  at  the  unfortunate  and  unpleasant  interruption  he  and  Schemselnihar  1 
experienced,  and  which  seemed  for  ever  to  .nnninilate  even  the  hope  of 
interview,  that  in  sining  down  on  the  sofa  he  .ibsoiutely  famted.    While  matt  ( 
his  people  were  employed  in  assisting  to  rcco\-er  him.  the  rest  surrounded 
jeweller,  and  requested  him  to  inform  them  what  liad  happened  to  the 
whose  absence  had  occasioned  them  the  greatest  anxiety. 

The  jeweller,  who  took  good  care  to  discover  nothing  to  them  they  oochl  i 
to  know,  told  them  that  the  adventure  v/as  a  very  extraordinary  otw*  bvt 
be  had  not  at  that  time  sufficient  leisure  to  give  them  the  relation,  and  that 
would  be  of  greater  use  in  assisting  the  prince.    Tlie  Litter  fortunately 
at  this  moment  to  his  senses  :  and  those  persons,  therefore,  who  had  so 
asked  the  questions,  went  to  a  distance,  and  showed  the  greatest  respect,: 
at  the  same  time  evinced  much  joy  that  his  fainting-tit  had  tasted  but  a 
time. 

Although  the  Prince  of  Persia  had  recovered  his  recollection,  be  remaiMd 
such  a  weak  state  that  he  could  not  open  his  lips  for  the  purpose  of 
He  answered  only  by  signs,  even  to  his  relations  who  spoke  to  htm. 
tmued  in  the  same  situation  the  next  morning  when  the  leweller  took  Us 
of  bitn.    The  pnnce  answered  him  only  by  a  motion  of  hi»  eye ;  at  the 
moment  be  look  him  by  the  hand  ;  and  as  he  ob^rvcd  that  he  was  ei 
with  the  bundle  of  plate  whidi  the  robbers  had  returned  to  him,  be  mailo  a : 
to  one  of  his  aneodanl^  to  lake  and  carry  it  home  for  him. 

His  family  had  expected  the  return  of  the  jeweller  with  the  grrcateu  li 
during  the  whole  of  the  day  he  had  gone  mit  with  the  man  who  bad  csdlatt  fo 
quire  Tor  him,  and  of  whom  they  were  entu-ely  ignorant ;  and  when  tha  tinal 


W'hlch  he  ought  to  have  rctumtd  was  elapsed,  the^  were  convinced  some  accident 
^T'ten  worse  than  the  rubber)'  had  happened  to  hini.  His  wife,  his  children,  and 
s^-r\.inlii  were  all  in  ihe  greatest  aliirm,  and  were  still  in  tears  when  he  arrived. 
'I  It  seeing  him  was  yrcat  for  the  moment,  but  it  was  soon  accompanied 

*»  ind  reyret  at  linding  him  so  much  altered  in  so  short  a  lime.     The 

^rawr^iive  fatigue  of  the  preceding  day,  and  having  passed  the  whole  of  the  night 
^Mthmit  sleep  and  in  the  midst  of  alarms,  were  the  causes  of  this  chongc,  and 
TTtjny  of  his  people  for  the  moment  hardly  knew  him  again.  As  he  fell  himseU 
"Wr)'  much  weakened,  he  remained  two  whole  days  at  home  without  once  stirring 
CMR,  during  which  ume  he  saw  only  his  most  iniiniate  friends,  to  whom  be  had 
<»rdervd  free  admission. 

On  ilic  third  day  ilie  jeweller,  who  fell  his  strength  re-established,  thought  that 
*  »aJk  in  the  open  air  would  assist  his  recovery.  He  went,  therefore,  to  the  shop 
c»f  ,1  rich  merchani,  with  whom  he  had  been  upon  a  friendly  footing  for  3om6 
le-n^th  of  time.  As  he  got  up  to  take  his  leave  and  go  away,  he  perceived  a 
fcfiLale,  who  made  him  a  sign,  and  he  msuntly  recognized  her  as  the  confidential 
&la\e  cjf  Schemselnihar.  This  sight  alTectcd  him  with  such  a  mixture  of  Joy  and 
alarm  that  he  went  out  of  the  shop  without  noticing  her.  She,  however,  (oUon-ed 
bini,  ss  be  was  convinced  she  would,  becau!»e  the  place  thev  were  then  in  nai 
not  pcoper  for  conveniation.  And  as  he  walked  miher  quiclUy,  the  conBdante 
Ccmla  not  o\-ertakc  him,  and  therefore  from  time  to  time  called  out  tohimtostop^ 
iie  beard  her  perfectly  well,  but  after  what  had  happened  to  him  he  did  not 
rtkotysc  to  speak  to  her  in  public,  through  the  dread  of  giving  rise  to  any  suspicion 
tikat  be  bad  any  acquaintance  with  Schcmsclnihar ;  for  it  was  very  well  knOHit 
*U  over  Bagdad  that  this  slave  belonged  tu  the  favounte,  and  that  she  emplosed 
bcr  upon  e\'er)-  occasion.  He  continued  tu  watl<  at  the  same  rate  till  he  came  to 
A  motquc,  whidi  was  but  hitlc  frequented.  Hither  the  slave  followed  him,  and 
tti«y  bail  there  an  opportunity  of  a  long  conversation  without  interruption. 

T  ;■  ■  ■  jeweller  and  the  confidante  of  Schcmsclnihar  felt  gre-at  pleasure  Id 
a^,  1^  each  other,  after  the  sin^^ular  adventure  of  the  robbers,  and  the  feaf 

c»cn  was  m  for  tlie  other,  not  to  mention  the  alarm  they  all  were  in  on  their  own 
^ccoanta.    The  jewcUcr  wished  the  conlidential  slave  to  inform  him  in  the  first 
ce  by  what  means  she  and  the  two  slaves  had  been  able  to  make  their 

, ,  and  if  she  liad  gained  any  intelligence  of  Schemsclnihar  since  he  had 

her.  The  confidante  herself,  however,  was  so  tager  to  learn  what  had  hap- 

id  lo  him  since  tlieir  unexpected  separation,  that  he  was  obliged  to  satisfy 

_r,  •* Tilts,''  said  he,  when  he  finished  nis  narration,  "is  all  that  you  wished  to 
know  from  me  ;  now,  therefore,  1  beg  of  you,  inform  me  in  your  lum  what  1 
before  desired  you." 

''As  sooaas  1  saw  the  robbers  make  their  appearance,"  said  the  confidante, 
**I  took  them  for  soldiers  belonging  to  the  calipn's  guard;  imagining  that  the 
Cklipli  had  been  informed  of  the  excursion  of  Schcmselnihar,  and  that  he  had 
>«nc  them  with  orders  to  slay  us  alL  I  therefore  instantly  ran  up  to  the  terrace 
^iQ  the  top  of  vtiur  luHisc.  while  the  robbers  went  into  the  apartment  where  the 
lirince  ana  Schemselnihar  were  :  the  other  two  slaves  also  made  haste  to  follow 
>Ktv  example.  VVc  continued  going  on  from  the  terrace  of  one  house  to  another 
t»li  we  came  to  one  belonging  to  sr^mc  people  of  good  character,  who  received 
*i«  with  great  kindness,  and  with  whom  we  passed  the  night. 

"The  next  morning,  after  thanking  the  master  of  the  house  for  the  favour  he 

done  us,  we  returned  to  St  hem  selni  bar's  palace.     %Vhcn  we  arrived,  we 

in  tbe  greatest  confusion,  and  felt  the  more  distressed,  as  we  were  entirely 

It  of  the  dc^tinj  of  these  two  unfortunate  lovers.     Tlic  other  female  at- 

of  Schemselnihar  were  much  surprised  at  seeing  us  return  without  their 

Wc  told  them  what  we  had  previously  agreed  among  ourselves,  that 

had  kft  her  ai  tbe  housa  of  a  lady  who  was  one  of  her  friends,  and  thai  ^e 
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would  send  for  us  .i^in,  to  accompany  her  back,  when  she  intended  \o 
With  this  excuse  ihcy  were  quite  utislietl. 

"  In  the  meantime  I  passed  the  day  in  the  greatest  uneasiness.    When 
cune  on,  I  opened  the  small  urivatc  Kate,  and  saw  a  buat  upon  the  canal 
branched  otT  from  the  river  and  terminated  at  the  gate    I  called  out  to  the ' 
man,  and  bcyvtrd  him  to  row  un  each  side  of  the  river,  and  look  if  he  oonld  1 
ice  a  lady,  and  if  he  met  with  one  to  bring  her  over. 

"We  waited  in  expectation  of  hi^  return  till  midnieht,  when  the  ^amc 
came  back  witli  two  other  men  in  it,  and  a  woman,  who  was  Ijinu  dowa  bl ' 
stem.    When  the  Ixtat  reached  the  shore,  the  two  men  assiste»1  the  lady  u)  -^ 
up  and  landing.     I  immediately  discovered  her  to  be  .Schcmsclniliar  ;  vu) 
joy  at  seeing  her  again  was  (-reatcr  than  I  can  possibly  express  to  jou.     I 
stantly  gave  her  my  hand  to  assist  her  in  ^tting  out  of  tlie  boat,  for  it  wai 
difficulty  that  she  :iupported  herself.  As  soon  as  she  wns  on  shore  she 
in  my  car,  :ind.  in  a  tune  which  evinced  her  MitTcrings,  desired  mc  to  go  iknl  \ 
a  purse  containing  a  thousand  pieces  of  ^old,  and  give  tu  the  two  soidicn 
h^  accompanied  her.     1  then  gave  her  m  charge  to  the  two  ^lave*  to  bdp 
along,  and  aficr  dcMring  the  soldiers  to  wail  a  moment,  I  ran  for  ihc  fnine,. 
returned  with  it  almost  instantly.   J  gave  it  to  them,  paid  the  baitman,  and 
shut  the  ^te. 

"  I  soon  overtook  Schemseliuhar,  who  had  not  VM  reached  her 
Wc  lost  no  time  in  undressing  and  putting  her  lo  bed,  where  she  continaod 
night  in  such  a  state  that  her  soul  seemed  on  the  c^-e  of  quirting  its  habitatk 

"  The  next  day  her  other  attendants  expressed  a  great  desire  to  sec  her  ; 
I  told  them  slic  had  returned  home  much  fatigued,  and  had  the  moi«  nee 
npose  to  recruit  her  strength.     In  the  meantime  the  other  two  slaves  aw) 
luf  afforded  her  all  tlie  assistance  and  comfort  wc  could  devise.    At  Sm 
seemed  determined  not  to  cat  anything,  and  wc  should  have  despaired  of  herl 
had  wc  pcrccixxd  that  the  wine  we  from  time  to  time  gave  her  did  noc 
much  to  support  her.   At  length,  by  means  of  repeated  entreaties,  and 
prayers,  we  got  her  to  eat  something. 

"As  soon  as  I  saw  that  she  was  able  to  speak  without  injury  to  hcneU^l 
had  hitherto  done  nothing  but  shed  leirs,  mixed  with  sighs  and  ; 
quested  her  to  do  me  the  ^ivour  of  informing  mc  by  what  fortui\ate 
escaped  from  the  power  of  the  robbers.    '  Why  dost  thou  ask  mc,'  she 
with  a  profound  sigh,  *io  bring  to  my  rccolteaion  a  subject  that  cauies 
much  affliction  ?    Would  to  God  the  robbers  had  taken  my  life  insteadj 
serving  me.     My  evils  would  then  have  been  at  an  end  ;  but  now  my 
will,  1  know,  long  continue  to  torment  mc' 

**' Madam,'  I  answered,  'I  beg  of  you  not  to  refuse  me^  Yoa  gmmmm 
i^orant  that  the  unhappy  sometimes  (ierive  a  degree  of  consolation  Cram 
relation  c^en  of  their  most  painful  ad^Tntures.  What  I  request,  thcMf  wOI  b 
service  to  you,  if  you  will  ha^-e  ihc  goodness  to  comply.* 

•• '  Listen,  then,*  she  said,  *  lo  a  narr.itive  of  circumstances  the  most  di 
that  can  possibly  happen  to  any  one  so  much  in  love  as  I  am,  and  who  the 
herself  almost  at  the  completion  of  her  wishes.  When  I  saw  the  robbers  eat 
I  concluded  the  very  Li-st  moment  of  my  existence  was  at  hand,  and  that 
Prince  of  Persia  was  in  equal  danger.  1  did  not  indeed  lament  my  own  dc 
from  the  i^ttisfactiun  I  felt  Utat  %ve  should  die  together.  Instead,  bowe%'cr, 
iiutanily  falling  uuon  us,  and  plunging  tlieir  wcapous  into  our  hearts,  a*  I  hBy 
expected,  two  of  tne  rubbers  were  ordered  to  guard  us,  whBe  the  othcfs  w«« 
engaged  in  p-iLking  up  whatever  they  could  find  in  the  room  where  w«  vcr«» 
and  in  the  other  apartments.  When  they  had  done  this,  and  h.id  taken  all  tht 
plundvr  ii[ion  thctr  shoulders,  tliey  went  out  and  made  us  go  with  them. 

" '  While  we  were  on  the  way.'onc  of  those  who  accompanied  u&  daaaodtd 
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I  told  him  that  1  was  a  tknc«r.  He  Mlced  the  same  question  of 
the  prince,  who  lAid  that  he  was  a  atlfcn. 

••'when  we  had  arrived  at  Oieir  dwelling  we  experienced  new  alanns.  They 
fint  ccmected  round  me,  and  after  riAnilning  tnv  tircti,  and  the  valuable  jcwdii 
with  wUdi  I  was  mAontd,  they  Kcmed  \-ery  much  to  doubt  my  rank.  'A 
AudBg  girl,'  said  ibey,  *  U  not  likely  tu  be  dressed  like  you.  Tell  us  ttuly  whi> 
you  me.' 

** '  As  thev  finmrl  I  was  not  incllfted  to  eiw  them  any  amwct,  they  pat  th* 
Mine  qu«ti  '      I'rince  of  Penia.     *  inform  ut,'  they  cried,  'who  you  art. 

We  leewrl'  .a  you  arenntacommon  pcnDn,as  you  wuh  us  to  believe 

bjFTOar  lontiri  ^m^wrr.'  He,  hnverer,  gave  them  nogroaier  ntitfaction  than  I 
hM  deat.  He  only  told  thrm  thftt  he  had  COON  oa  a  rntl  to  a  certain  jeweller, 
«fcMe  lume  he  mentioned,  in  order  to  unuse  bintfelf,  and  thai  the  house  where 
dwr  faaad  m  belonged  to  him. 

•*'  I  haow  that  jeweller,'  cried  one  of  the  robh*^»  <*'•"  ^i^i'M  to  have  wair 
aathority  among  them ;  *  and  I  am  tOHler  wme  o) :  although  he  is 

■ot  pKbape  aware  of  H.    1  know  alw  that  he  K-i*  To-morrow  I 

«■  «^n  It  my  baiiiMU  to  briiw  him  hither,  but  we  will  nm  release  von  tfll  «* 
Ibmw  from  Urn  who  you  ut.  In  the  meantime  be  assureil  tliat  tut  narm  shoK 
be  doiie  la  >'ou.* 

** '  The  jeweller  was  brought  there  the  n«t  day,  and  at  he  thought  to  obllfe  ns,. 
and  to  lact  he  did  so.  he  informed  the  n>bbcn  who  we  reallv  were.  Tliey  tm- 
meitUtely  came  and  begged  my  panlon,  and  I  bctte\-c  they  dm  the  ume  to  the 
piteco.  who  was  in  .mother  aparrment  They  protested  to  inc  at  the  same  Ant,, 
rint  M  ihcy  had  known  thai  the  house  where  they  disco\errd  u«  belan|^  to  the 
teinAv,  they  would  not  have  broken  it  open.  Tber  then  took  as  all  three,  and 
Bs  to  the  baaki  of  the  Tigris;  they  OMO  u  go  on  Uurd  a  boat,  bf 
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which  vre  rrosscd  the  wster ;  bui  at  the  very  instant  of  landing,  a  pirty  of 
^i3rd  came  up  lo  us  on  horseback. 

"  *  1  took  the  caminandcr  aside,  told  him  my  name,  and  also  that  on  the  eveai 
l>efore,  as  I  was  visiiinjj  one  of  my  fnends.lhe  robbers  met  and  stopped  ine,» 
then  carried  mc  with  tncm,  and  lliat  it  was  not  till  I  had  informed  them  who 
wu  that  they  nuuM  release  mc  ;  that  on  my  account  also  they  set  at  liberty 
Hvo  persons  he  then  saw  wilti  mc,  because  1  assured  ihcm  1  knew  who  i'"^  •» 
[The  ofticcr  uf  ilic  guard  immediately  alighted,  as  a  matk  of  his  respect 
<xpressine  tiis  joy  at  being  able  lo  obhge  me  in  anything,  he  ordered  \a 
cunie  to  the  shore,  into  one  of  which  he  put  me  and  two  of  his  people,  wImcd 
saw.and  u-hoescorted  mehiiher.   The  Princeof  Persia  and  the  jeweller cmbu 
in  the  other  with  two  more  of  his  soldiers,  who  went  with  and  conducted  ibcci 
-safely  home. 

"'1  hope,'  added  Schemselnthar,  with  her  eyes  swimming  in  tears,  as 
finished  this  account, '  that  no  fresh  misfortune  has  happened  to  them  since 
separation  :  and  I  hrmly  bcUcve  that  the  grief  and  diiuess  of  tli--     - 
to  mine.  The  jeweller,  who  Juts  ser%*ed  us  with  so  much  ie.il  and  a: 
at  least  to  be  recompensed  for  the  loss  he  has  sustained  through  hi';  Irieo 
fur  us;  do  not,  therefore,  fail  to  take  to  him  to-morrow  morning  as  from  mCi 
purse<^  with  .1  thousand  pieces  of  gold  in  each,  and  gain  at  the  same  time 
intelligence  from  him  concerning  the  Prince  of  Persia.' 

"W'hen  my  good  mistress  bad  concluded  her  story,  I  endeavoured,  cm 
giving  me  this  last  order,  to  obtain  some  information  of  the  I'rince  of  Persia, 
persuade  her  to  make  use  uf  cvcrj-  method  to  conuuer  her  feelings  after  i 
clanger  she  had  just  encountered,  and  from  which  slic  had  e»capea  only  as 
were  by  a  miracle.    'Make  no  reply,'  she  called  out,  'but  do  as  I  comi 
yon.' 

*'  I  was  therefore  obliged  to  hold  my  tongue,  and  immediately  set  out  to 
her  orders.  I  hrsl  priKcedcd  to  your  house,  where  I  did  not  lind  you :  and 
the  uncertainty  whether  I  should  meet  with  you  at  the  place  where  they  told 
you  were  gone.  1  was  on  the  point  of  going  to  the  Prince  of  Persia's,  but  wai 
xifraid  to  make  the  attempt,  i  left  the  two  purses,  as  I  went  past,  with  a  pcsson 
«f  my  acquaintance.  If  you  will  wait  here  a  little  while  for  me,  I  will  go  aoa  fsidi 
ihera." 

The  confidential  sLivc  then  departed,  but  returned  lo  the  mosque,  when  dw 
had  left  the  jeweller,  almost  directly.  "  Here,"  said  she,  giving  him  the  two  pwscCi 
""  take  these,  and  make  a  compensation  to  your  friends  for  their  losses."  ** 
is  much  more,"  replied  the  jeweller,  "  than  is  necessary  for  that  purpose; 
■dare  not  refuse  the  pre'^nt  which  so  kind  and  generous  a  lady  wishes  to  maks 
the  humblest  of  her  slaves.  I  beg  you  to  assure  her  that  I  shall  for  ever 
^e  recollection  of  her  kindness.  fie  then  made  an  agreement  with 
ridantCt  that  she  should  come  and  inquire  for  him  at  the  house  where  she  at  fim 
met  him,  whenever  she  had  anjlhing  to  communicate  from  Schems^mhar,  or 
wished  lo  gajn  any  inleUigence  of  the  Prince  of  Persia.    After  this  the)-  sepantsd 

The  jeweller  returned  home  ver>-  well  satisfied,  not  only  with  the  ample  s«n  of 
money  he  had  received  for  the  purpose  of  making  up  the  loss  his  friends  hftd 
sufTcred,  but  also  from  the  idea  XYiax  he  was  sure  no  person  in  Bagdad  knew  ibM 
the  Prince  of  Persia  and  Schemselnihar  had  been  discovered  in  his  other  hoMH, 
which  had  been  robbed.  It  is  true,  he  had  acquamtcd  the  robbers  iliiiiiiijlut 
with  it,  but  he  was  tolerably  secure  uf  their  secresy  from  its  beir\g  rouiuAL  I 
ihey,  he  thought,  did  not  mix  sufl'tcicntly  with  the  world  for  htm  to  fear  any 
from  them,  even  if  ihey  did  divulge  iL  The  next  morning  he  saw  those 
to  whom  he  was  under  such  obligations,  and  he  had  no  dilBcully  in  giving 
perfect  satisf^icbon ;  and  after  all,  he  had  enough  inortev  remaining  to  (urusIi 
other  house  again  very  properly.    He  did  this,  and  sent  some  of  his  domettici  10 
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^^^labit  it    WHIe  thus  employed,  he  quite  forgot  the  danger  from  which  he  had 
^*^-»  Utdy  escaped  ;  and  in  the  evening  he  went  to  \-isii  the  Prince  of  Persia. 
_  The  omcers  and  attendants  of  the  prince  who  received  hiin,  told  him  he  had 

"^^-^tTnW  vtr\'  opponundy,  for  that  the  prince,  since  he  left  him,  was  in  such  a  state 
^^--ss  TO  alarm  them  for  his  life,  and  that  they  had  not  been  able  to  get  him  to  speak 
^*^*'  xngle  word.  They  introduced  him  into  his  chamber  without  making  tlie  least 
^^^j^w ;  and  he  found  the  prince  lyinK  ia  his  bed,  with  his  c)*cs  shut,  and  in  a  state 
^^^^KTiJjr  wortliy  of  his  compassion.  He  saluted  him,  took  him  by  the  hand,  and 
^  '  "*  rahoned  him  to  keep  up  his  spirits. 

lATien  the  Prince  of  Persia  fwrceived  thai  it  was  the  jeweller  who  spoke  to  him, 
^fc^fc^opencd  his  eyes  and  gave  him  such  a  Itw>k  as  plainly  evinced  how  rauch  he  was 
1,  and  how  much  more  he  now  suffered  than  when  he  lirst  saw  Schemscl- 
He  pressed  his  hand,  and  said,  though  in  the  most  feeble  tone  of  voice, 
-  nuich  he  felt  him^-lf  obh^cd  to  him  for  the  trouble  he  took  in  coming  to  see 
I  BBfbftunatc  and  wretched  a  being  as  hin^self. 

'Talk  not,  1  beseech  you,  prince,"  said  the  jeweller,  "of  the  obligations  you 

under  to  mc.    I  wish  most  earnestly  that  the  good  offices  which  I  endeavour 

J  do  you  weieauendcd  with  more  success.     Let  us  only  think  of  yoar  health. 

~rwn  the  slate  you  arc  now  in.  I  fear  you  suffer  yourself  to  be  too  much  depressed, 

that  you  do  not  uke  so  much  nourishment  as  is  absolutely  necessarj-.™ 

The  attendaiiu,  who  were  in  waiting,  seijed  this  opportunity  to  inform  tlie 

let  thai  ihe\'  had  tried  every  method  in  their  power  to  induce  him  to  eat 

ing,  but  thai  all  their  efforts  had  proved  Ineffectual,  and  that  the  prince  had 

nothing  for  a  great  length  of  time.     This  compelled  the  jeweller  to  request 

Pnnce  ot  Persia  to  suffer  his  servants  to  bring  some  nourishment  for  htm  to 

e ;  and  after  much  entreaty,  he  at  length  obtained  his  consent. 

When  the  Prince  of  Persia  had  eaten,  through  the  persuasions  of  the  jeweller, 

more  th.in  he  had  hitherto  done,  he  ordered  his  people  to  retire,  that  he 

be  alone  with  him ;  and  after  they  were  gone  out,  he  addressed  these  words 

"  Added  to  the  misfortune  which  overwhelms  me,  I  feel  very  great  pain 

die  loss  you  have  suffered  from  your  regard  to  me,  and  it  is  but  just  that  I 

think  of  some  means  to  recompense  >-ou ;  but  in  the  first  place,  after  re- 

(  you  most  earnestly  to  pardon  me,  I  entreat  you  to  inform  mc  if  you  have 

.  anything  of  Schemsclnthar,  after  I  was  compelled  to  scpanitc  myself  from 


I  the  jeweScr  had  before  received  the  whole  account  from  Schemselni bar's 

itial  slave,  he  now  related  wh-it  he  knew  of  her  arrival  jii  her  own  palace, 

the  state  she  had  been  in  from  that  moment,  till  she  felt  herself  so  much 

as  to  be  able  to  send  her  confidante  to  get  some  inteHigencc  of  him. 

ihi*  sprt;ch  of  the  jeweller  the  prince  answered  only  by  his  sighs  and  tears. 

:  then  nude  an  cff<trt  to  get  up;  he  called  his  people,  and  went  himself  to  the 

where  he  kept  his  ^-aluables,  and  ordered  it  to  be  opened ;  he  then  made 

__.  take  out  many  pieces  of  rich  furniture  and  plate,  and  ordered  them  to  be 

■^^^•iricd  to  the  jcwciicr^s. 

The  ieweller  wished  to  dechne  accepting  the  present  of  the  Prince  of  Persia; 

«llDough  he  Tcprcsentcd  to  liim  that  Schemsclnihar  h.irf  already  sent  him 

more  than  suflicicnl  to  replace  evcr>iliing  th.tt  his  friends  had  lost,  the 

!  aevcrlheless  would  be  obeyed.     The  only  thing,  therefore,  the  jeweller 

do  wa*  lo  acknowledge  how  "much  he  felt  confused  at  his  great  liberality. 

\  lo  assure  him  he  could  not  be  Huffiricnily  thankful  for  his  kindness.    He  then 

to  lake  his  leave,  but  the  prince  desired  him  to  remain,  and  they  passed 

■  ereaiest  part  of  the  ni;iht  in  conversation. 

TW  jeweUer  saw  the  prince  again  the  next  morning  before  he  went  away,  when 

thtter  made  him  sit  down  near  him.     "  You  know  very  well,"  said  he.  "that 

I  must  be  an  end  lo  everything.    The  sole  object  atid  end  of  a  lover  is  to 
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obtain  possession  of  )ier  lie  lo\-es  without  restramt ;  if  he  once  loses  sight  o( 
hope,  it  is  certain  ihal  he  can  no  longer  wish  to  live.     This,  ymi  must  be 
convinced,  is  ihe  misor-ihle  "mu-ition  in  which  1  am.    Twice  when  I  h.tvr  ttm 
mfsclfat  the  ver)*  con^timmation  of  my  wishes,  at  that  ven*  insLant  hj\c  1 
ton)  from  the  objert  of  my  ailections  in  the  most  cruel  manner.     1  have 
therefore,  only  to  think  of  death,     1  would  mysell'  be  the  cause  of  its  immcdi 
presence,  btil  that  my  relif^on  prevents  me  bccomiog  a  self-murderer.    1  fed,  i 
e^er,  th.it  I  have  no  occasion  to  h:i5tcn  its  approach,  because  1  am  weil  coa« ' 
I  shall  not  have  long  to  expect  it."    WiiJi  these  words  he  coDcluded  Us 
and  then  gave  full  scope  to  his  tears,  nor  did  he  endeavour  to  suppress  ha 
and  his  lamentations. 

The  jeweller,  who  knew  not  what  better  method  to  pursue  to  lead  his  ai 
irom  this  hopeless  and  despairing  train  of  thinking,  than  by  recalling  Scl 
nihar  to  his  recollection,  and  holding  out  some  shght  ray  of  hope,  lold  bia 
he  was  afraid  the  confidante  was  already  come,  and  it  would  not,  thcrefiw^  I 
Tight  Uiat  he  should  lose  any  time  in  going  home.  "  I  permit  you  to  go."  said  (iK 
prince  ;  '*hiii  if  you  see  her,  I  entreat  you  to  urge  her  to  assure  Schem«elaihw 
that  if  I  die,  a«  1  expect  will  very  soon  be  the  case,  I  shall  adore  her  with  ay  bK 
breath,  nor  will  my  alfection  cease  even  in  the  tomb." 

The  jeweller  then  returned  home,  and  remained  there  m  hqies  thai  the  shrrc 
would  soon  make  her  appearance.  She,  in  fact,  arrived  a  few  hours  after,  but 
bathed  in  tears,  and  in  the  greatest  disorder.  Greatly  alarmed  al  seeiQg  her  is 
this  conditiun,  the  jeweller  eagerly  inquired  what  w.is  the  nwiter. 

*'Wenre  all  undone,'' cried  she;  "Schemselnihar,  the  Prince  of  PtralSf  jm, 
myself— es'ery  one  of  us  is  lost  Listen  to  the  terrible  news  1  leanil  ymirdiy 
when  I  left  you  and  returned  to  the  palace. 

"  Schemselnihar  had  ordered  one  uf  the  two  slaves  who  were  with  lU  ac  yov 
house  to  be  punished  for  ^me  fault  or  other.     Enraged  at  this  ill  ireaincni;  ika 
slave,  finding  a  door  of  the  palace  open,  ran  out,  and  we  hax-c  no  doubt  bni  dal 
she  went  and  told  evcn'thing  to  one  of  the  eunuchs  of  our  guard,  who  has ; 
her  a  retreat. 

"  Nor  is  this  alL   The  other  slave,  her  companion,  h.is  also  fled,  and  has^ 
refuge  in  the  p.ilace  of  the  caliph,  to  whom,  we  have  every  reason  to  I 
has  rcii'caled  all  she  kne\v ;  and  what  conhrms  this  opinion  is,  that  the  < 
this  morning  twenty  eunuchs  to  bring  Schemselnih-ar  to  his  palace.     I  fouckd 
means  to  steal  away,  and  to  come  and  gi^T  you  infurmation  of  all  ihi«.     I 
not  what  has  passed,  but  I  conjecture  nothing  good.     Whatever  it  may  bt^  I 
entreat  you  to  be  quite  secret* 

The  conhdame  then  .idded  that  she  thought  it  would  be  proper  to  eo,  wiihoBl 
losing  a  rooment,  and  find  the  Prince  of  Persia,  and  to  inform  him  of  the  whole 
otTair,  that  he  might  hold  himself  in  readiness  for  any  turn  the  event  mighc  liltB, 
and  also  that  he  might  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  common  cause.  SheiMnvsM 
away,  without  even  waiting  for  an  answer. 

And  what,  mdccd,  could  the  jeweller  ha\-e  answered  in  the  state  this  spcvch 
put  him  in  ?  He  remained  motionless,  like  a  person  stunned  by  a  blow.  He  was. 
neverllieless,  aware  that  the  business  required  decisive  and  'prtmip!  measurrs. 
He  therefore  made  ail  the  haste  he  could  to  the  Prince  of  Persia's,  and  as  mon 
as  he  saw  him,  he  accosted  him  in  a  way  that  instantly  showed  be  vas  the  btW 
of  bad  news.  "Prince,"  he  cried,  "arm  yourself  with  p.itipnce,  consul 
courage  ;  prepare  for  an  attack,  the  most  dreadful  you  have  ever  encouni 

*■  Tell  me,"  exclaimed  the  prince,  "  in  two  words,  what  has  happened^ 
not  thu3  keep  me  in  suspense.     1  am  ready  to  die  if  it  be  necessary." 

The  jeweller  then  related  to  him  ever;  thing  he  had  heard  from  (be  Conl 
slave.    "  You  sec"  added  he,  "  that  your  destruction  is  ine\ iiable.    Ge*  up,  ditfi. 
and  endeavour  instantly  to  &a\x  yourself^    The  time  is  precious.    You  ou^  i 
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«moM  youraelf  to  the  nge  of  the  cnliph,  still  less  to  confess  anything,  although 
^~ou  should  be  in  the  midst  of  torments.'' 

V'eryhttle  more  would  at  this  moment  have  acttially  destroyed  the  prince,  so 

»x»ijch  was  he  already  broken  dovrn  by  affliction,  sorrow,  and  terror.    He  at  length 

vecoUected  himself,  and  inquired  of  the  icwcllcr  what  plan  he  advised  him  to 

"pwrne  in  so  critical  a  conjuncture,  and  when  he  had  only  an  instant  to  take  ai- 

•^yimge  of  it    "There  is  nothing  to  be  done,"  replied  the  jeweller,  *'  but  to  get 

<ao  horseback  as  soon  as  possible,  take  the  road  to  Anbar  (a  town  upon  the  Tigris, 

.aibout  twenty  leagues  below  Bagdad),  and  endeavour  to  arrive  there  before  day- 

kig^  u>4iu)CT0tr.    Let  as  many  of  your  people  accompany  you  as  you  think 

wtMomatPfj  and  some  good  horses,  and  suffer  me  to  save  myself  with  you." 

The  Prince  of  Persia,  who  knew  of  no  better  method  to  pursue,  gave  ordet 
%D  hkve  prepared  barely  as  much  as  was  necessary  for  the  journey,  carried  somfrl 
Vkoaey  arid  jcwds  widi  him,  and  after  taking  leave  of  his  mother,  set  out,  and] 
laoleDed  as  much  as  possible  to  gel  at  a  distance  from  Bagdad,  in  company  wit 
vhe  jeweller  and  the  attendants  he  had  chosen.  They  travelled  the  rest  of  the 
^by,  and  most  of  the  following  night,  without  making  any  stop  on  the  road  till 
il  two  or  three  hours  before  day,  M'het»  the  fatigue  of  so  long  a  journey,  and. 
abMluie  inability  of  their  horses  to  proceed,  compelled  ihem  to  alight  and 
tome  httle  repose. 
Tbcy  had  hardly  had  time  to  breathe  before  they  were  attacked  by  a  coasider*] 
troop  of  robbers.   They  defended  themselves  for  some  time  with  the  greatea 

,  till  all  the  attendants  of  the  prince  were  killed.  The  prince  and  je^ 
down  tlicir  arms,  and  yielded  at  discretion.     The  robbers  gave  them  ibetr^ 
3t*a,and  after  taking  their  horses  and  baggage,  they  rifled  and  even  stripped 
ikcir  persons,  and  then  retiring  with  ttieir  plunder,  left  them  in  the  same  place. 

The  robbers  were  no  sooner  at  some  distance  than  the  prince  said  to  the 

ycmiitr,  who  was  in  the  utmost  distress,  *'  Well,  what  think  you  of  our  late 

ventures,  and  the  state  we  arc  now  left  m  ?    Do  you  not  rather  wish  that  I  bad 

:  at  Bagdad,  waiting  there  for  my  death,  in  what  manner  soever  it  might 

ft  been  inflicted  ? "    *•  Prince,''  replied  the  jeweller,  **  we  must  suUnit  to  the 

of  the  Almighty.     It  is  His  will  that  we  should  suHer  affliction  upon 

Our  business  is  not  to  murmur,  but  to  ^ecei^■e  everything,  whctner 

i  or  evil,  from  H  r^  hands  with  absolute  submission.  Let  us  not,  however,  stop 

bgt  proceed,  and  endeavour  to  6nd  out  some  place  where  we  shall  be  able 

tobtam  relief  under  our  misfortune." 

*Let  me  alone," cried  the  Prince  of  Persia, "and  suffer  me  to  end  my  days  in 

place  ;  for  of  what  consequence  is  it  where  1  breathe  my  last  ?    Pcrliaps,  at 

iver^-  instant  we  are  now  speaking,  Schcmsclnihar  is  herself  no  more  ;  and  it 

[■lihcitbcr  my  wish  nor  even  in  my  power  to  live  a  moment  after  her.''  The  jeweller 

[*  le&ith,  with  much  entreaty,  persuaded  him  to  move.    They  walked  on  for  a 

"    '  mne,  and  at  last  came  to  a  mosque,  which  they  found  open.    They  went  in> 

Tpftucd  the  rest  of  the  night  there. 

At  daybfrak  only  one  person  came  into  the  mosque.  He  said  his  pra>-ets,and 
■tw  he  hnd  finished  them,  as  he  was  going  out,  he  perceived  the  Prince  of  Hcni»  ^ 
*id  t!  who  were  seated  in  one  comer.    He  went  up  to  them,  and  saluted 

•Woi  I  civility.    "  You  seem  to  me,"  he  said  to  them,  "  if  I  may  judge 

fr*n  yo«r  .ippt-irancc,  io  be  strangers."  The  jeweller,  who  took  upon  himself  to 
fP(ak, answered,  "You  arc  not  wrong  in  your  supposition.  Last  i>ight,in  com- 
i^alonfc  the  road  from  Bagtiad,  we  were  robbed,  as  you  may  conjecture  from 
**  state  wc  are  in  ;  and  we  have  great  need  of  assistance,  but  know  not  lo  whom 
J*^ply.''  "  If  you  will  Like  the  trouble,"  replied  the  stranger,  "to  come  to  my 
■*iit,  t  will  very  readily  give  you  alt  the  aid  in  my  power," 

On  hearing  this  obliging  offer,  the  jeweller  turned  towards  the  Prince  of  Pcnia, 
*'Xl«htfpered  in  his  ear  that  be  thought  this  man  did  not  know  either  of  tbem. 
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but  ilui  x\\t\  had  some  reason  to  think  it  possible  another  might  come  who  wouJcl 
[reco^nife  ilieiTL    "  Wc  ought  nut,  therefore,"  said  he,  "to  refuse  tbe  fivour  which 
•this  good  man  docs  us."    "  Vou  are  master,"  replied  the  prince ;  "  1  agree  i  j 
evervihing  you  wish." 

As  the  itrangcr  saw  the  prince  and  the  jeweller  consulting  U^etber,  he  tboogt 
that  thev made  some  iltniculcy  in  accepttnff  the  proiwsal  he  hadmade  them, 
asked,  therefore,  on  what  thev  had  determined.    "  We  are  ready  to  foUow  ^ 
replied  the  jeweller  ;  **but  what  affords  us  the  greatest  distress  is,  that  \«_ 
almost  naked,  and  are  therefore  asliamed  to  appear  in  this  cojidition." 
tunately,  however,  the  man  had  sufficient  clothes  about  him  to  be  able  to  ' 
enough  on  them  to  cover  them  on  ihcir  Mi-ay  to  his  house ;  and  they  were 
sooner  arrived  than  their  host  ordered  some  clothes  to  be  brought  for 
Fthem  ;  and  as  lie  naturally  imagined  that  tlicy  were  greatly  in  want  of  food, 
rould  also  be  much  more  at  case  by  themsclvL*!>,  he  sent  a  female  slave 
irariety  of  dishes.    The>'  scarcely,  however,  touched  anvtbing.  partici 
prince,  who  was  reduced  lo  such  a  languid  state,  and  was  so  worn  out, 
jewelirr  fell  considerably  alarmed  for  his  life. 

Their  host  nsiicd  them  several  times  during  the  day,  but  be  left  them  ear 

the  eveninjj,  as  he  knew  ihey  stood  in  fircat  need  of  repose.     The  jOtttUer.  hos 

ever,  w.is  obliged  almost  immcdiaiclytocall  him  again,  to  help  him  in  attem 

on  the  I'rincc  of  l-*crsia,  who,  he  thought,  was  vcrj-  near  dying.     He  percet 

that  his  re^ptrutton  was  difficult  and  rapid,  and  from  this  he  judged  that  he  1 

[Only  a  few  moments  to  li\'e.     He  went  up  to  him,  when  the  prince  said,"  It  u^u 

must  peTCCive.all  over  with  me  ;  and  I  am  u'cU  salislicd  that  yoa  should  be 

n-itness  to  the  last  sigh  I  shall  ever  biealhe.    I  resign  my  life  with  much  sati>- 

Ifection,  nor  need  I  inform  you  why  I  do  so.    You  know  il    Alt  the  r^ret  I  fad 

is,  that  I  do  not  breathe  my  last  in  the  arras  of  my  dearest  mother,  who  has  ever 

shown  the  lendcrcsl  aflTcciion  for  mc,  and  for  whom  I  trust  my  respect  hu  trm 

,  been  such  as  was  proper.    Site  will  sutTer  much  from  not  having  the  meloDdboljr 

iConsol.ilion  of  closing  my  eyes,  and  e^'en  of  burying  tne  with  her  own  haadk 

KTcU  her,  1  beg  of  you,  the  pain  I  suffer,  and  request  her,  as  from  me,  lo  have  my 

^body  conve)-ed  to  Bagdad,  that  she  may  water  my  grave  with  her  tean.aitd  OMjr 

miTord  me  Uie  benefit  ut  her  prayers. "    He  did  nut  forget  the  master  of  the  bouse 

where  he  was.  and  thanked  him  for  the  generous  reception  he  had  elvea  bin; 

and  af^cr  requcstmg  that  his  body  might  be  preserved  in  his  bouse  tilTthey  canke 

to  bury  It,  he  expired. 

The  day  after  (he  death  of  the  Prince  of  Persia,  the  jeweller  took  advuttl^ 
of  a  large  ciravan,  which  happened  at  thai  time  to  be  going  to  Bagdad,  wtun 
he  arrived  in  safety.  He  immediately  went  to  his  own  huu^c,  and  havtn^ciuuijied 
'"'idresB,hc  proceeded  to  that  of  the  deceased  FMnce  of  Persia,  wheie  tbcy  wne 
much  alanncd  at  not  seeing  the  prince  himself  come  back  with  him.  He 
lesircd  the  attendants  to  inform  the  prmcc's  mother  that  he  wi.shed  to  ^>eak  to 
'her,  and  it  was  not  long  before  they  introduced  him  into  a  ball,  where  the  was 
surrounded  b>-  many  of  her  females.  •'  Madam,"  said  the  jeweller,  on  emerine, 
but  in  a  tone  and  manner  that  evidently  proved  he  was  the  nieuent;cr  at  ill  ae«r«, 
"ma^God  preserve  you,  and  heap  abundance  of  His  favours  upon  you.  Von  axe 
not  Ignorant  that  the  Almighty  disposes  of  us  as  He  pleases." 

The  lady  gave  the  jeweller  no  time  to  say  more.  "  Ah,"  she  eidaimcd,  "  >ija 
come  to  announce  the  death  of  my  son  !  "  She  instantly  uttered  tbeBM>t4  mcJao- 
choly  cries,  which,  together  with  those  made  by  her  women,  renewed  the  nid, 
and  made  the  tears  of  die  jeweller  flow  afresh.  .She  continued  to  suffer  tBC*c 
torments,  and  remained  a  long  lime  overcome  by  aifliction  '--•■••-■  -^—  iri 
mit  llic  jeuellcr  to  go  on  vatb  what  be  bad  to  say.    She  ai  i 

a  time  her  lamentations  and  tears,  and  begged  him  to  con:... ...-  ^^a 

Boc  to  conceal  any  circumstance  of  this  melancholy  seporatioci.    He  MUii6ad  her ; 
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^vbenbe  had  concluded,  she  asked  him  if  the  prince  her  son  had  not  charged 

J^  ■ilh  insthin^  in  panicular  to  say  lo  her,  wnen  he  was  at  the  extremity  of 

*"Iifc.    He  n^siircU  Ikt  th.il  he  only  expressed  tlic  ijrcatcsl  regret  at  breathing 

r*lut       I    '         1  e  from  her,  and  iliat  the  only  thing  he  wished  was,  that  she 

T^&  '•■  id  ha%'e  his  body  brought  (o  Baijdad.     Earlv,  therefore,  the 

^^  niorriirc.  s:>e  sec  OMi,  accompanied  by  all  her  women  and  a  considerable 

^»l  of  her  davc?i. 

f^   ^^Tien  the  jeweller,  who  had  been  detained  by  the  mother  of  the  Prince  of 
^Tiu,  had  seen  her  take  her  departure,  he  returned  home  in  the  most  roelan- 
f  suic  of  mind,  bis  eyes  cast  down,  and  himself  deeply  regretting  the  death 
so  accomplisfacfl  and  amiable  a  pnncc  in  the  vcrj-  tlowcr  of  his  age. 
■wUbe  was  «■  ilVnv  .ilfing,  meditating  thus  within  himaclf,  a  woirum  came  up 
ttoppcd    '  r.Jrc  him.     Hcliftcd  his  eyes  and  perceived  the  confidcn- 

iiave  of  >  AvAXy  dressed  in  mourning  and  her  eyes  bathed  in  tears. 

I  sight  renewed  his  .Tffliction  to  a  great  degree,  and  without  even  opening  his 
10  ipeak  tr>  her,  he  roniinucd  walking  on  till  he  came  to  his  own  house,  to 
tine  ronndanie  followed  him,  and  entered  at  the  some  time. 
.  Tliey  both  sat  down,  and  tlic  jcivellcr  began  the  conversation  by  asking  her, 
^■l^iiiif  deeply  at  the  same  time,  if  she  had  already  been  Informed  of  the  death 
^  ^Ifce  Priorcnf  Persia,  and  if  it  was  for  him  she  wept.  "Alas!  no,"  she  answered: 
tbcn  '"  '  ■  ming  prince  dcid?  He  has  not  indeed  lony  survived  his  ador- 
&'  ir.     Luvcly  spirits," added  she, addressing  the  departed  lo^-ers, 

wbairvfi  ]>l.ii.c  ye  may  be,  ye  are  now  suf)ictentlv  salistied  in  being  able  for 
brare  to  love  each  other  without  any  obstacle.     S'our  bodies  were  an  invin- 
hkadrance  to  your  wishes,  and  Heaven  has  only  freed  you  from  them  to 
t  ]rou  to  be  united  in  souL" 
Tie  fcweller,  who  wa:i  hitherto  ignorant  of  the  death  of  Schemsclnihar,  and 
n4  ul  not  as  }ci  attended  to  titc  circumstance  of  tlic  coniidantc's  being  in 
^'MwiiiJin^  felt  an  additional  pang  when  he  learnt  this  Intelligence.     "  Schcmscl- 
4tM  too  !  "  he  exclaimed.   **  Is  she  no  more  ? "    "  Such  indeed  is  her  fate," 
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replied  her  s].ive,  renewing  her  tears.  "  It  is  for  her  that  I  am  tn  mourning.  Tltt 
circumstances  attcndm}^  bcr  death  are  sin^Lor,  and  it  is  proper  that  you  thosld 
be  made  acquainted  witli  Ihcm.  But  previous  to  my  pvtnz  you  a  nanatm  of 
this,  1  beg  ot  you  to  inform  me  of  c\'cr\  thin^  relative  lu  the  death  of  the  Prioce 
of  hcrsia.  «vtic>sc  loss  1  sliall  continue  all  my  life  to  lameoi,  as  well  as  that  of  n^ 
dear  and  amiable  mistress  Schemselniliar." 

The  Jeweller  sntiaiied  her  in  every  |Kinicular  she  wished  to  know,  ttad  aSMMM 
as  he  had  linished  his  accaimi  the  contidante  went  on  as  follows :  "  I  have  ainaif 
told  you  how  the  caliph  sent  for  Schcra&elnihar  to  his  own  palace. .  It  vas  trae, 
as  we  had  reason  lo  believe,  that  thccAliph  had  been  informed  of  the  artachnMst 
and  mceiing  between  Schemsclnihar  and  the  Prince  of  Persia,  by  (he  two  ftUvei, 
whom  he  had  scp<iraicly  questioned.  You  may  already  perhaps  imagiaa  thai  bi 
was  in  the  greatest  rage  with  the  favourite,  and  that  he  showed  strtmc  nuofciof 
jealousy  and  rcvcnsc  against  the  Prince  of  Persia.  By  no  means.  He  thoaijbt 
not  for  an  iostanl  about  him.  Heonlypiiied  Schemselnihar.  Nay.  faeattiifaela^ 
as  it  is  thought,  what  had  happened  only  to  himself,  and  to  the  pmninioo  wldck 
he  had  given  her  to  go  freely  about  the  city,  unaccompanied  by  any  ffinyHuft  At 
least,  we  cannot  form  any  other  conjecmre  from  the  extraonjinary  mannv  ia 
which  he  conducted  himself  towards  her  from  lirst  to  last— as  you  shall  bear. 

"The  cahph  received  her  with  an  open  countenance,  and  when  he  percabad 
the  trnces  of  that  grief  with  which  slic  u*as  ovcrx^-helmed,  but  which  ne^-ertlialHi 
did  not  in  the  least  diminish  het  beauty,  for  she  appeared  before  him  w^Mtt 
any  s>-mptonis  either  of  surprise  or  fear, '  Schemsclmhar,'  said  be, '  1  canaot  bear 
that  you  should  appear  before  me  with  a  countenance  so  strongly  impressed  by 
sorrow.  You  know  with  what  ardour  I  have  always  loved  >-ou :  you  cmti  be 
convinced  of  its  sincerity  by  all  the  proofs  1  have  gi\-cn  you  of  it.  I  an  iwt 
changed,  for  1  still  love  you  more  than  ever.  You  have  some  enemies,  and  thoe 
enemies  have  made  some  ill  reports  of  the  manner  in  which  you  conduct  yotawtf ; 
everything,  however,  that  they  can  say  of  you  has  not  made  the  least  iinpraoiia 
upon  my  mind.  Dnve  then  away  ^h\^  melancholy,  and  dispose  yoursdf  to  CBKr* 
tain  me  this  evening  as  you  were  wont  to  do.'  He  continued  to  say  many  aisles' 
obliging  things  to  her,  and  then  conducted  her  into  a  magniliccni  apartmeat  aear 
his  own,  where  he  requested  her  to  wail  for  him. 

"The  wTctchcd  .Schemselnihar  was  sensibly  affected  at  so  many  proofs  of  ibc 
caliph's  concern  for  her  person ;  but  the  more  she  felt  herself  under  obtifUioaa 
to  him,  the  more  was  her  bosom  pcnctratetl  wiUi  grief  at  being  *»j»  F«fwl_  p»^^ 
for  ever,  from  the  prince,  without  whom  she  was  convinced  she  conld  itoC  adlL 

*■  Thi*  interview  between  the  caliph  and  Schemselnihar."  continued  the  ca»> 
fidantr,  "took  place  while  I  was  coming  to  speak  to  you,  and  1  learai  the  pit> 
ticulars  of  it  from  my  romp.inions  who  were  present.  As  sonn,  however,  at  I 
left  you,  I  hastened  back  in  Schemsclnihar,  whom  1  found  in  the  aporunant  T 
have  mentioned  ;  and  as  she  was  \xry  sure  I  was  come  from  your  honse.  >he 
destred  me  to  approach  her ;  and  without  being  overheard  by  any  one,  she  saal 
to  me, '  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  service  you  have  just  now  rcoocnd  tae; 
I  feci  that  it  will  be  the  last.'  This  was  all  she  uttered  ;  and  1  wasoDt  inaplace 
where  I  could  say  anythini;  even  by  way  of  consolation. 

"The  caliph  cime  in  the  e\'ening,  accompanied  by  the  sound  of  iniUiimanfik 
which  were  touched  by  the  fcm.ilcs  bclongmg  to  the  liivourite.  wlvcn  a  coQalkw 
was  instantly  served  up.  He  took  her  by  the  hand  and  made  her  sit  near  bin 
upon  a  sofa.  To  comply  with  this  action  had  such  a  violent  eiTect  apon  htr  teA' 
ings,  that  in  a  few  momenis  after  we  saw  her  expire.  She  wa>,  in  fact,  hardK 
seated  before  she  fell  backwards.  The  caliph  thought  that  she  had  wtdy  fiUand, 
nor  had  we  at  first  any  other  idea.  We  gave  her  every  assistance  la  oitf  ptf«*r; 
but  she  ne\-er  hreaihed  agairt 

"The  caliph  honoured  her  with  his  tears,  which  he  was  unable  to  itatniai 
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^^^  bdore  he  retired  to  his  apartment  he  gave  orders  thai  all  the  musical  tnstni- 

^^*>»u  should  be  dcsLro)ed,  whicli  was  accordingly  done.     1  remained  near  the 

^~^y  the  whole  nighl,  and  washed  and  prepared  it  for  burial  with  mv  own  hands, 

^^lliMut  bathing  il  with  nij?  tears.     It  ^vas  the  next  day  interred,  by  tfie  command 

™      *  iNe  caliph,  in  a  magniticent  tomb,  which  he  had  before  ordered  to  be  built  in 

ip«  that  Schcmsclniliiir  had  herself  chosen.  And  since,"  added  the  slave,  "you 

ivt  told  me  the  body  of  the  F'rince  of  I'ersia  is  to  be  brought  to  Bagdad,  I  am 

riermined  that  11  shall  be  placed  in  the  same  tomb  with  thai  of  the  favourite," 

The  jeweller  vzs  vcr>-  much  astonished  at  this  resolution  of  the  contidanie. 

""       Yoo  do  not  surely  recollect,"  said  he, "  (hat  the  caliph  will  never  suffer  iL"  "  Vou 

'»~^wiy  believe  the  thin^;  imposiiible,"  replied  she,  "  but  I  assure  you  it  b  not.  And 

'^SatM.  »in  agree  with  me  when  1  ba\e  informed  you  that  the  caliph  has  ^iven  their 

^r^ttdom  to  all  ttie  slaves  that  belonged  to  Schemsebihar,  with  a  pension  to  each 

^cat  then  sufficient  to  support  themselves  ;  and  that  he  has  moreover  apptiinted 

10  take  care  of  ;>nd  watch  her  tomb,  with  a  consivlerable  salarj'  both  for  iu 

~ '  and  my  sabsistenre.    Itesides,  the  caliph,  who  is  not  ignorant  of  the  mutual 

TKBchment  of  Schemsclnihar  and  the  I'rince  of  Persia,  as  I  have  already  told 

^rxu,  and  who  is  not  now  ofTcnded  or  hurt  at  it,  will  never  have  any  objection  to 

^r^"    In  answer  to  this  the  jeweller  had  nothing  to  say  :  he  only  requested  the 

^C^VB&ilante  to  conduct  him  to  the  tomb,  that  be  might  olfcr  up  his  prayers  there. 

~^iWlita  be  arrived  he  was  greatly  surprised  at  seeing  a  crowd  uf  people  of  both 

3^i<tes,  who  bad  collected  tnere  from  all  parts  of  Bagdad.    He  could  not  even  get 

^4CarU.and  could  only  pray  at  some  distance.    VVhcnhehad  finished  his  prayers, 

~"     I  aid  10  the  conjidantc,  in  a  satisfactnrj-  tone  of  voice,  "  I  do  not  now  ihink  it 

tiUe  to  accomplish  wli.it  you  so  properly  planned.    We  have  only  to  make 

I  the  vanous  facts  we  are  acouainted  with  concerning  the  favourite  .ind  the 

S^rinoe of  Persia,  and  panicuLirly  inc  death  of  the  latter,  which  took  place  almost 

tfw  same  instant  with  that  of  Schcmsclnihar. '     Before  his  body  arrived,  all 

ilad  agreed  in  demanding  tlial  they  should  not  be  separated  m  the  grave. 

scheme  succeeded,  and  on  the  day  in  which  it  w.^s  known  the  body  would 

riiv,  a  multitude  of  people  went  out  even  twenty  miles  to  meet  it. 

The  conAdanto  waited  at  the  gate  of  the  citv*,  where  she  presented  herself  before 

inotber  of  the  Prince  of  Persia,  and  requested  her,  in  the  name  of  all  the  Id- 

Its  who  so  ardently  desired  it,  to  allow  the  bodies  of  tlic  two  lovers,  whose 

(brmcd  but  one  from  the  commcnccmeot  of  their  attachment  to  the  lost 

of  tlicir  livc^,  to  be  united  in  one  tomb.     The  lady  ngieed  to  it.  and  tlie 

was  carried  to  the  lonib  of  Schcmselniliar,  an  immense  number  of  people 

ranks  following  it,  and  then  placed  by  her  side.    From  that  time  all  the 

Jkbitanis  of  fl-igdad,  and  even  strangers  from  all  parts  of  the  world  where 

^Imaibnans  are  known,  have  never  ceased  from  feeling  a  great  veneration  for 

<iu  tomb,  and  going  to  oiTer  up  their  prayers  at  its  foot. 

''This,  sire,"  said  Scheherazade  in  this  place,  "  is  what  I  had  to  relate  to  your 
Ott)esty  concerning  the  amours  of  the  beautiful  Schemselnihar,  the  favourite  of 
**e  Calipta  Haroun  Alraschid,  and  the  amiable  Ali  Ebn  Bccar.  Prince  of  Persia." 

When  Oinariadi  perceived  the  sultana  her  sister  had  concluded  her  speech, 
'ftikc  th^nkr^l  her  most  kindly  for  the  pleasure  she  had  atTorded  her  by  the  recital 
*>l  1.  '.;  a  history'.   "  If  the  sultan,"  replied  Schehera/ad^,  "  would  suffer 

*ta  -.  o-morrow,  I  would  relate  to  him  the  history-  of  I'rince  Camaralza- 

■taa,  tthict  iie  would  ttnd  still  more  agreeable."  She  k'os  then  silent  ;  and 
Sdihnar,  who  could  not  yet  determine  to  give  orders  for  her  death,  deferred  it, 
jaanier  10  Itsten  to  the  new  story,  which  the  sultana  began  to  relate  on  the  fol- 
■miu^  nJj^iL 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  AMOURS  OF  CAMARALZAMAN.  PRINXE 
OF  THE  ISLE  OF  THE  CHILDREN  OF  KHALEDAN, 
ANU  OF  BADOL'RA,  PKLNCESS  OF  CHINA. 

BOUT  twcntj-  days'  sail  from  (he  cout  of  Persia,  sire,  ibere 
is,  in  the  open  sea,  an  island^  which  is  called  the  Utecif  dkc 
Children  of  Kbaledun.  This  island  is  divided  into  -ie^Tnt 
large  provinces,  with  many  large,  rtourifihitig,  and  wcD- 
peopled  towns  scnltered  over  them,  and  fnmifc  altogether  a 
very  powerful  kingdom.  It  was  formcrlj  jpovenied  bj-  a 
king',  namM  Schahsaman,  who  had  four  wi%-e%,  as  was  the  cu»* 
toin,  all  daugblen  of  kinn.  and  sixty  conrubines. 

Schahzaman  esteemed  himself  the  happiest  sovereign  upontbe 
whole  face  of  the  earth,  on  account  of  tne  innqmlliiy  and  pn»- 
pcrit>-  of  his  reign.  One  thing  alone  affected  his  h.\jminew  :  be 
\ms  already  far  advanced  in  years,  and  he  had  no  rhitdren,  t»(- 
wiihsianding  his  great  number  uf  wives.  He  couid  not  accooc 
in  any  way  for  this  circumstance  :  and  in  the  moments  of  bli 
affliction  he  considered  it  as  the  greatest  misfonunc  thai  ooiU 
befall  him.  to  die  without  le.iving  a  successor  to  the  throne  descended  froca  ln»> 
self.  For  swnc  time  ho  concealed  the  tormenting  anxiety  that  picvcU  upon  bb^ 
and  he  surTered  the  more  from  endeavouring  to  assume  an  air  of  cbccrfatneMt 
At  length  he  liruke  silence  ;  and  one  day,  having  complained  of  his  misfartBH 
in  the  bitterest  terms  of  sorrow  in  a  private  conversation  he  hud  with  hispaad 
vizier,  he  asked  lilm  if  he  knew  of  any  means  to  remedy  so  great  an  enT 

"  If  what  your  majesty  requires,"  replied  this  wise  minister,  **  de[n;nded  on  the 
common  interference  of  human  wisdom,  you  might  soon  have  tlie  f^ntiticatmn 
you  so  .irdenily  desire  ;  but  I  confess  my  experience  and  knowledge  \s  not  eutol 
to  solve  what  you  ask  ;  to  God  alone  must  \'0U  apply  in  such  cases  :  in  the  midst 
of  cor  prosperity-,  which  often  makes  us  forget  what  wc  owe  H  im,  H  e  socMtfiMl 
mortifies  us  on  some  interesting  point,  that  wc  may  turn  our  thoughts  to  Hob. 
Acknowledge  His  universal  power,  and  aak  of  Him  that  which  we  cannot  ofaom 
but  by  H  is  inicrfL-rence.  You  have  amongst  your  subjects  some  men  who  devott 
themselves  to  the  particular  profession  of  knowing  and  serving  Hint,  «nd  lend  a 
life  ^penance  ana  hardship  forthe  love  of  Him  ;  my  advice  is,  tliai  yDurmnjotf 
^outd  bestow  alms  on  them,  and  request  them  tojom  their  pra)-en  to  yowf: 
perhaps,  amongst  so  great  a  number,  one  may  be  sufficiently  pure  and  accepuUe 
to  God  to  obtain  from  Him  the  completion  of  your  wishes." 

The  king  approved  this  advice,  fur  which  he  thanked  hts  grand  viiktr,  H* 
ordered  alms  to  a  considerable  amount  to  be  presented  to  each  of  lhcs«  ooai- 
munities  of  people  consecrated  to  God  ;  he  then  desired  the  superiors  of  than  » 
Come  to  him,  and  after  having  regaled  them  with  a  repast  suited  to  their  6iiffal 
manner  of  livuig.  he  declared  his  intention,  and  begged  them  to  ocquatat  the 
devotees  of  it  also,  who  were  under  their  authority. 

Schahiainan  obtained  from  Heaven  what  he  $o  much  desired,  and  which  was 
soon  evident  by  the  pregnancy  of  one  of  his  wives,  who,  at  th.-  i^Miiration  oCnine 
months,  presenicd  him  with  a  son.  To  testify  his  gratitude.  !  h  pre«tnts 

to  the  societies  of  devout  Mussulmans  whicli  were  worilu  '<t  lOtl  great- 

ness ;  and  the  birth  of  the  prince  was  celebrated  b>'  p  .^h-'Ie 

week,  not  only  m  his  capital,  but  througliout  hisexten-i  ..junj; 

pnnre  was  taken  to  him  immediately  on  his  birth,  ami  he  liiuught  luin  >o  «tr]r 
Beautiful  tlut  lie  gave  him  the  name  of  Cimaralianun,  whu  h  meant  tl»r  Mocn 
of  the  Age. 
Prince  CamanJiaroan  was  educated  vith  all  possible  attemjon,  and  when  be 
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oad  rtached  a  proper  age,  the  niltan  sppointcd  him  n  pnidcnt  governor  and  able 
jpecepton*  Thcu  wr&on^.disdnfuiftbco  by  their  superior  tin'trr^'.^i'tin/;:. found 
.himador  i  ditpoMtion,c.ip.'ibleot  rccctvr  iioti 

niched  '  '  '.  fnrthc  fnnning  of  hiimnrnN  or  '  '  hi^ 

IT         '  It!  lltS  iilli     ■  !    txi  l/C   [n.^ 

A.  I    le-^incd  \.t.  .riiC*  with  :  . 

licgfce  ill  i'l-  't  with  so  muth  ^racc  and  address  that  he 

cJumMd  •%<  .'.xulariy  the  sultan  his  (alber. 

\M»r-  _■  hat;  acuimcvl  the  age  of  t-v  'lahzainan.who  lorcd 

liini  »  •:  ic«t  tcodcmcu,  and  of  wli  every  dav  new  and 

MroogBT  PTooia,  conceived  the  design  of  beriluwTiK -'^ ''''M  uic  ■  i^juk 

■f  kte  aflBCtUn,  bx  dcKcndtn^  frum  the  thruiic  himself,  ai<  <n  to 

:  tfstiiwaiabcid  ittuatton.     He  comir :    ■-<  Tt  to  ht»  gt  ■  lear," 

I  kCi^Wit  in  tba  idleacuof  youih  t  lose  not  u^  Uantaj^ 

'laatBTP  H-"  ^—•"'■-1 ""  ^''r-i.bui  .ii^ ...t  .(A be  has  90  34 ;......  artjuired 

by  Uw  s<K>d  lh  him.     As  1  am  now  advanced  m  an  at;c  to 

make  me  ihii—  - ^  :...^..  .wc  world,  I  hare  almost  icsctlved  to  j^vc  up  the 

10  him,  and  10  pau  the  reti  of  mv  days  in  the  sadtfactioa  of  Meing 
i_rcjgft,  I  have  labourea  a  lonj;  time,  and  I  now  want  repoK.* 
I  JP*Bd  vuier  would  not  then  represent  to  the  sultan  all  the  reasons  that 
_  :  nnnade  bim  from  putting  this  acsign  into  execution  ;  un  the  contrary,  be 
appealed  to  concur  in  hi»  wish.  '*  Sire,*"  replied  he,  "  ibc  iirincr  is  siiU  too  younf , 
1  aadt,  lu  be  charred  at  so  r:tr1v  n  fierx"!  wirh  a  burden  &o  he^tvy  as  that  of 
_  a  powerful  ftaie.  '  il  ih-it  he  may  be  corrupted  if 

m  |«rad  A  life  of  inn<  ,  .ind  indeed  with  reason  ;   hut 

.  il,  would  II  i:ljI,  .n  )  our  L.jj;n:un,  be  more  proper  10  marr)-  him 
.  likely  to  render  hi*  affectioiu  steady,  and  to  prevent  hi*  cntcr- 
intD  at»tp.kuon  ;  added  to  thai,  your  majesty  mifbt  allow  him  ndratttance  to 
eoandli^  bjr  which  ha  mxUd  leara  by  degrees  to  tuiuin  the  brillutncy  and 
of  yottr  crtnm  with  dlgnit>';  and  when  ntl^ciently  qualified,  and  you  by 
found  htm  equal  to  the  undertaking,  you  misht  still  resign  it  in  hb 

ihouj^ht  lhi«  advice  from  his  prime  mintiter  very  reasotiable  and 
:  be  therefore  lumroaaed  his  son.  l*iince  Camaralraman,  to  attend  bim 
aaoa  as  the  pand  viiier  had  taken  his  leare. 

The  prince,  who  hitherto  had  oidy  Kcn  the  tultan  at  certain  uated  hmn  with- 
H  fKCtvinf  a  fommons.  was  ntther  surpriwd  at  this  order.    luteadi.  therefore, 
'firueniiRg  himself  before  him  in  bis  us\m1  free  manner,  ho  laluiM  him  with 
lopect,  and  stopped  as  soon  as  be  was  In  hb  presence,  fixing  hit  eye*  on 
■kcnMnML 

Tfc  wltan  perreiifed  the  restraint  of  the  prince.  *"  My  *on."  Mid  he,  in  a  tone 
imcDdcd  to  inspire  him  with  confidence,  "do  yoo  know  on  what  accouni  I  «ent 
farywi?"  "  Sire,"  replied  the  prince,  rnodestiy,  **  God  alone  can  penetrate  into 
cbc  rcccMes  of  the  heart :  I  iball  Icam  the  reason  from  )-oDr  majaty*s  Itps  with 
Aeinalest  pleasure.*  **  I  did  it  to  acquaint  jroo,*  feaumed  the  inltan,  **  that  ] 
nMTywi  to  marrr  :  what  do  you  think  of  11  ?* 

Praace  CaoMrauaman  beard  these  word*  with  f^reat  concern.  He  was  quite 
<fiaraaccrted  i  a  coM  damp  arose  on  his  face,  and  he  knew  not  how  to  reply. 
After  some  momentl  paned  m  silence,  he  said,  "  Sur,  I  entreat  you  to  pardon 
ma,  if  I  appear  ronfuied  at  the  declarmon  your  majetly  has  just  nude  ;  1  did 
aoK  axpect  it  at  my  very  youthful  x^.  I  do  not  even  know  wiiethcr  1  «h«Il  ever 
toible  to  Mtanit  myMlf  to  the  brmih  of  marriact,  for  I  am  well  aware  of  the 
3t  and  trouble  orrastnned  bv  women  ;  beside*  which.  I  have  fte> 
read  In  our  authort  of  their  art*,  their  cunnin);,  and  ifieir  jK-rfidv.  Per- 
ly  not  always  rcmaio  of  this  opinion  ;  at  any  rate,  1  feel  that  I  shouk) 
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Ttquirc  a  considerable  length  of  time  to  induce  mc  to  agree  to  what  your 
nouircs  of  tne." 

This  answer  of  the  prince  extremely  aiTlicted  the  sultan  his  bihtx.  Hm 
monarch  felt  reat  grief  at  finding  in  his  son  so  great  a  repugnance  to  maurimoaj. 
He  did  not,  however,  think  proper  to  treat  it  as  disobedience,  nor  to  malts  WW 
of  the  aulhorily  of  a  parent ;  he  comentcd  himself  with  saying,  '*  I  will  not  BW 
any  undue  influence  over  you  on  liiis  subject ;  I  give  you  tinic  to  think  nf  it,  and 
to  consider  that  a  prince,  destined  a^  you  are  to  go^'crn  a  Ur^ge  kingdoint  oocftt 
in  the  nrst  place  to  turn  hi:>  thoughts  to  prov-idc  a  successor  in  his  own  £uMf. 
In  giving  yourself  this  satisfaction,  you  will  afford  mc  a  vcr)*  great  ooe,  who  iludl 
love  to  &ee  myself  live  over  again  in  you  and  in  the  children  who  are  to 
my  race." 

Schnhnman  said  no  more  to  Prince  Camaralzaman.    He  allowed  hia 
entrance  to  the  councils  of  state,  and  in  every  other  respect  gave  him 
be  satislied  with  bis  conduct  towards  hint.     At  the  expiraliun  of  a  year,  he 
him  aside.    "  Well,  my  son,"  said  he,  "  ha^-c  you  remembered  to  make  vow 
flections  on  the  design  I  formed  tut  year  of  marrying  you  ?    Will  you  still 
mc  the  joy  I  should  experience  from  your  compliance  with  my  wishes, and  du 
intend  that  I  should  die  without  experiencing  this  satisfaction  ?" 

The  prince  appeared  less  disconcerted  than  on  the  former  occasion,  mxA  did 
Itot  long hcsiute  to  reply  with  tirmness  in  these  words  :  '*  I  haie  not,  sire, ocaii 
to  reflect  upon  the  subject     I  gave  it  all  the  attention  «'hi':h  tt  descrfei ; 
after  having  in.iturcly  considered  it,  I  am  still  more  conti' 
to  live  withoui  any  matrimonial  cngaceincnL    In  fjurt,  tlie  i. 
women  h.ive  from  lime  immemoriaT  been  the  occasion  of  lii  Utc  ui:ivci 
have  been  well  informed  by  our  histories  and  the  daily  accounts  I  hear 
cunning  and  malice,  are  the  motives  which  determine  liic  Dc\er  to  have  at>y 
ncction  with  thcttL    Therefore,  your  majet ty  will  ^don  me  if  I  dare  to 
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that  aov  arguments  you  may  use  to  endeavour  to  persuade  me  to  marry  will 

fhtiiirss.''    Here  he  ceased,  and  left  the  presence  of  the  sultan  in  an  abrupt 

rjftanner,  wnibout  even  waiting  tor  him  to  return  an  answer. 

I      An)  (■ther  monarch  besides  Schahzaman  would  with  difticuliy  have  restrained 

ffciiTiicIf  fioTu  ii:^in({  violence,  after  the  nidc  and  obstinate  way  m  which  the  prince 

^s  V  icssed  himself,  and  would  have  ordered  him  some  punishment ; 

*>U|  lit  :  o\  ed  him,  and  wished  to  employ  every  gentle  means  of  persuasion 

^^fofc  l*c  h*»d  recourse  to  more  rigid  methods.     He  communicated  this  new 

^auiecrfsurtifw.  which  Camaralzaman  had  given  to  him,  to  his  prime  minister. 

**   I  fcave  foUoHcd  your  advice,'  said  he,  "but  my  son  is  still  more  averse  to 

*XuiniaoDy  than  he  was  the  tirst  time  I  spoke  to  him  on  the  subject,  and  he 

^^xfce  in  such  a  determined  manner,  that  I  needed  all  my  reason  and  moderation 

*«aitnrain  my  anf;cr.     Fathers  who  pray  for  children  as  ardently  as  I  did,  art 

**>ai!iacn  and  f'jols,  who  seek  to  deprive  themselves  of  that  repose  and  quiet  which 

*-^*ymii;ht  otherwise  ha%c  tranquilly  enjoyed.    TcU  me,  I  entreat  you,  by  what 

^*»eaii:  '  --■■  laim  a  mind  so  rebellious  to  my  desires?'' 

'^M  I  iliej;rand  viiicr,"agreat  many  things  arcaccomplishcd  throunh 

^^^e  ii.<- ;  [■.nience  :   perhaps  this  may  not  be  of  a  nature  to  be  conquered 

*^jnich  means  ;  but  your  m.-ijc5ty  will  not  have  to  reproach  yourself  with  being 
*'*yu  pBcipitaie,  if  you  consent  lo  allow  the  prince  another  year  to  form  his  deter- 
*^^umion.  If  during  this  mten^al  he  does  not  return  lo  his  duty,  you  will  have  a 
^^•och  greater  satisfaction  in  the  consciousness  of  having  employed  no  method 
*"^l  that  of  paternal  kindness  to  obtain  his  conscnu  If,  on  the  contrary-,  he  per- 
^jfaain  \\'-s  ob--:inacy,  then,  when  the  year  has  expired,  1  think  your  majesty  will 
^^e  fu  ■ !  in  declaring  to  htm,  before  the  whole  council,  that  tlic  good  of 

^Vie  &:  s  his  marriage.     It  is  nut  possible  that  he  should  be  wanting  in 

*^^)pc  ^'ou  before  an  assembly  of  enlightened  and  celebrated  men  wiucb 

^^01  r.  1  your  presence." 

The  su;[an,  uhn  so  passionately  and  ardently  wished  to  sec  his  son  married, 
*^iat  so  long  a  delay  appeared  ages  to  him,  had  some  diibculty  m  consenting  to 
^^lit  so  much  longer.  He,  however,  was  persuaded  by  the  arguments  of  the 
^bxad  rizier,  which  he  could  neither  contrauict  nor  disapprove. 

Wben  tbc  prime  minister  h.id  reiiied,  the  Sultan  Schahiaman  went  to  the  apart- 

(rf  tbc  mother  of  Prince  Camaralzaman,  to  whom  he  had  long  since  im- 

tbe  ardent  desire  he  had  of  marr)ing  his  son.     When  he  had  related  to 

the  painful  disappointment  he  had  just  met  with  from  his  second  refusal.and 

■^fcJso  Ihc  indulgence  he  still  intended  10  grant  him  by  the  advice  of  his  grand, 

'^'iuer,  be  added.  "  1  know,  madam,  that  he  has  more  coniidence  in  you  than  in 

^at ;  that  yvn^  cornvrse  with  him,  and  that  be  hstcns  to  you  with  more  readiness ; 

*    nsreat  j'ou,  therefore,  to  take  an  opportunity  to  speat  to  him  seriously  on  this 

and  to  make  him  sensible  ihut  if  he  persists  in  his  obstinacy,  he  will 

icit  last  toliavc  recourse  to  extremities,  which  I  should  be  sorry  to  adopt, 

fvUcfa  would  make  him  repent  of  his  disobedience." 

Fattnuu  for  this  was  the  name  of  the  prince's  mother,  informed  Camaralzaman, 

^^tefcrK  timr  ?Iip  hnd  any  conversation  with  him.  that  she  had  been  acquainted 

^tolUi  h  '  'omarrv,  which  he  had  testified  to  thcsultan,and  expressed 

^■Oe.:  id  at  his  iLiving  occasioned  his  father  so  great  a  cause  for 

^■(ti;     •*  .M-iiiairi, '  replied  Cimaralzaman,  "do  not,  I  entreat  you,  renew  my 

"*^HI|uij  on  this  subject :   I  fc-tr  that,  in  my  present  aute  of  mind,  I  might  be 

^hdkjr  of  taying  something  disrespectful  to  you.""    Fatima  knew  by  this  answer 

^■t  the  wTKind  was  too  recent  to  continue  the  subject ;  she  therefore  dropped  it 

^^die  prcscoL 

Sane  time  after  this.  Fatima  thought  she  had  met  with  .in  opponuntnt  of  re- 
aniu  k,aml  with  more  prospect  of  success  in  obuining  a  lieanng.  "  >fy  son," 
Mad  ibe,  *'  if  (t  be  not  painful  to  you,  pray  tcU  me  what  are  the  reasons  that  have 
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given  you  so  great  an  aversion  lo  marriage  ?  If  you  have  none  stronger  than  tht 
ait  and  wickedness  of  women,  believe  me,  you  could  not  have  choicn  any  more 
n-eak  ur  MMie;i5on.ibIe.  I  will  not  undertake  the  defenc(>  of  artful  vrooicB,  far 
that  there  are  numbers  of  that  description  I  am  well  persuaded  ;  but  it  tl  the  moiC 
flagrant  injustice  to  accuse  ihc  whole  sex  of  this  crime  Surely,  my  loo,  |«u  d> 
not  form  ycMir  opinion  from  the  few  examples  which  your  books  inentioa,u<l«1to 
have,  I  confess,  occasioned  fjreat  disorder  and  confusion  in  the  worid  :  neb  I 
Hill  not  anempt  to  justify  ;  but  why,  on  the  other  hand,  do  not  )-ou  renurit  aJbo 
the  many  monarchs,  sultans,  and  inferior  princes,  whose  ir>annv,  Uuborit}',  and 
cruelty  excite  the  deepest  horror  in  Uiosc  histories,  which  I  luve  read  as  wcllai 
yourself.  For  one  woman  who  has  been  guilty  of  such  crimes,  you  miD  flads 
thousand  of  these  barb^irian^  and  tyrants.  And  do  you  think  the  poor  wood 
viio  have  the  misfortune  to  be  married  to  these  wretches,  and  who  are  pctfcapi 
ga6d  and  prudent  m  ivcs,  can  be  very  happy  ?" 

"Mad-^m,''  replied  Cama.'alzaman,  "■  1  do  not  doubt  that  there  is  in  the  wat\A 
a  great  number  of  prudent,  good,  and  \-inuous  women,  of  gentle  dispotkkimaBd 
good  morals.  Would  to  6od  they  all  resembled  )ou  '  Uut  what  detcnneii 
the  doubtful  choice  a  man  is  obliged  to  make  when  marrjing,  or  rather  the  dead 
that  he  13  often  depns-ed  of  the  hberty  of  making  that  choice  lumsetf, 

"Let  us  suppo<>c,"  continued  he,  "  that  I  had  consented  to  fonn  a  maUrimooU 
engagement,  a^  the  sultan  my  father  so  impatiently  u-ishes  ;  what  wife  wndd  he 
cive  me?— a  princess,  in  all  probability,  whom  he  would  re<juesi  of  nomt  nevb* 
bouring  prince,  and  who  would,  no  doubt,  think  it  a  great  honour.  Huutooane  or 
ugly,  she  must  be  received  ;  but  even  supposing  she  excels  every  other  priaoeai 
in  beauty,  who  can  insure  that  her  mind  will  be  equal  to  her  person  }  That  ite 
will  be  gentle,  obliging,  alfable,  and  engaging  ;  that  her  convcrtation  will  tiM  fae 
frivolous — of  dress,  of  ornaments,  of  appearance,  and  a  thousand  other  tnAev— 
which  must  create  contempt  in  a  man  of  good  sense?  In  a  word,  that  she  h  oot 
proud,  haughty,  irascible,  disdainful,  and  one  who  will  rum  a  whole  kiogdctD 
by  her  frivolous  expenses  in  dresses,  jewels,  trinkets,  or  in  tasteiets  and  raqnj 
magnificence  ? 

*'  Now,  you  see,  madam,  on  one  subject  only,  how  many  thing*  there  an  lo 

give  rise  to  my  aniipathy  to  matrimony  ;  but  even  if  this  princess  be  topcHeci 

and  so  accomplished,  that  she  is  irreproachable  on  all  these  points,  I  have  a  great 

I  jmmbcr  of  reasons  still  stronger  than  any  I  have  expressed,  to  make  me  cocitinue 

in  the  same  opinion,  and  adhere  to  my  resolution." 

**  What,  my  son  ! "  exclaimed  Fatima,  "  can  you  add  more  objections  (o  AoK 
you  have  already  staled  ?  I  n-as  going  to  answer  you,  and  refute  yotir  irjrinniii 
with  one  word."  ''  That  need  not  prevent  j-ou,  madun,"  replied  the  prtitc* ;  "  I 
shall  probably  have  some  reply  lo  make  lo  your  answers." 

"  I  was  going  to  say,  my  son,"  resumed  Fatima,  "  that  it  is  easy  for  a  prince, 
«4io  should  have  the  misfortune  to  marry  a  princess  such  as  ytm  dctoibe^  ta 
leave  her,  and  also  to  adopt  such  measures  as  might  prc%'cnt  her  miniag  the 
•laie.' 

"  Well,  madam,"  said  Prince  Camaralzaman,  "and  do  you  not  cosskUr 
a  cruel  martilicaiion  it  must  be  to  a  prince  to  be  under  the  necessity  of 
recourse  to  such  extremities  ?    Is  it  not  much  better,  both  lor  his  peace  of 
and  for  his  repuution.  not  to  expose  himself  to  it  ?" 

"  But,  my  son,"  replied  Fatima,  "  from  the  way  you  treat  this  matrer,  I  ce»- 
dudc  that  you  intend  to  be  tlie  last  kmgof  the  race  from  which  you  .ire  descended* 
and  which  has  so  gloriously  filled  tlic  throne  of  the  Island  of  the  Childna  ol 
Khaledan." 

"  Madam,"  continued  the  prince,  "  I  have  no  wish  of  survivir"  ■'•-  t---  rsr 
Enthcr.     Even  should  I  die  before  him,  he  ought  not  lo  be  lurpi  -„-.„  ir 

are  so  many  examples  of  children  dying  before  their  parens.  :  .,  ...w^js 
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.  for  a  race  of  Idngs  to  finish  with  a  prince  so  worthy  of  being  a  sovereign 
*9  I  should  endeavour  to  be,  by  imitating  my  predecessors,  and  him  with  Nvhom 
^toe  Ilae  began." 

After  ihis,  Faiiina  repeatedly  had  conversations  of  the  same  nature  with  the 
l^arr  her  son,  and  she  left  no  means  untried  by  which  she  mi;^ht  hope  to  eradi- 
c^i;  his  aversion.  But  he  confined  all  the  reasons  she  could  produce  by  others 
^'ully  strung,  to  which  she  knew  not  what  to  reply,  and  remained  unshaken  in 
H»  determination. 

The  year  passed  on,  and  Prince  Camaraliaman,  to  the  great  regret  of  the 
SolttA  Schanzaman,  did  not  show  the  least  appearance  of  having  altered  his 
«Hldnwai&  At  length,  one  day,  when  the  grand  council  met,  and  the  hrst  viiier, 
Cteodhsr  viziers,  the  principal  officers  of  the  crown,  and  the  generals  of  the  army 
ymn  jusembled,  the  sultan  thus  addressed  the  prince  :  "  It  is  now  a  long  time, 
«»y  son,  sinoe  I  expressed  to  yuu  the  anxious  desire  I  have  of  seeing  tou  married, 
9aA  1  eacpecled  from  vou  a  greater  attention  to  the  wishes  of  a  father  who  required 
^yoa  nothing  but  what  was  reasonable.  After  so  long  a  resistance  on  your  part, 
'■rbch  bu  entirely  exhausted  my  patience,  I  now  repeat  the  same  thing  to  you, 
&11  ibe  pfwence  of  my  council.  It  is  not  only  that  by  persisilng  in  yoyr  retusal 
30Q  disoblige  your  father,  but  the  welfare  of  my  dominions  requires  your  com- 
.^iBance,  ana  all  these  nobles  join  nith  me  in  requesting  iL  Declare  your  senti- 
voean  befiare  them,  that  from  the  answer  you  make  me  I  may  know  what 
siaMnrei  to  adopL" 

Princr  Camaralzaman  answered  with  so  litdc  temper,  or  rather  with  so  much 
^mmth,  thai  the  sultan,  justly  irritated  by  the  behaviour  of  his  son  before  the 
"9^  OMincil.  exclaimed, "  What,  undutiful  son  !  have  you  the  insolence  to  speak 
Vfaw  to  your  father  and  your  sultan.^"  He  immediately  ordered  him  to  be 
"mirmcd  b%-  the  officers  present,  and  to  be  conducted  to  an  ancient  tower  which 
&*d  been  long  negleeiea,  where  he  u*a3  coolincd,  with  only  a  bed  and  very  little 
^Bnitttic,  a  Cew  books,  and  one  slave  to  attend  him. 

Camtrn^T^^'"',  satisfied  with  having  the  liberty  of  amnsing  himself  with  his 
'%wilrfj  kioked  on  his  imprisonment  with  indifference.  Towards  evening,  he 
'^■Mhed  himself,  rcjieatcd  his  prayers,  and  after  having  read  bome  chapters  in  the 
-SCmmi  with  the  same  tranquiUit>'  as  if  he  had  been  in  his  own  apartment  in  the 
'^Aus^  he  lav  down  without  eMinguishing  his  lamp,  which  he  left  by  hia  bed's 
^bdc^  and  fell  asleep. 

In  this  tower  there  was  a  well,  which  during  the  day  formed  a  retreat  for  a 

Cdry,  called  Maimoun^,  the  daughter  of  Uamriat,  the  king,  or  chief,  of  a  legion 

^erfmiU.     Uwas  about  midnight  when  Maimoun^  lightly  darted  to  the  top  ofthc 

'^MU,  to  prepare  for  her  nightly  excursion,  as  was  her  usual  custom,  and  wander 

'      "  the  world  wherever  curiosity  might  lead  her.     She  was  much  surprised  to 

It  in  the  chamber  of  Camaralzaman.    She  entered  it,  and,  without  being 

by  the  sla^-e  who  was  stationed  at  the  door,  she  .ippro.-iched  the  bed,  the 

of  which  attracted  her  attention  ;  but  her  surprise  was  much  in- 

ftt  observing  that  somebody  was  in  it 

CMuraliaman's  face  was  half  concealed  by  the  covering  of  the  bed.  Maimmmi 

^  ilwii]  h  a  little,  and  beheld  the  handsomest  youth  she  had  ever  seen  in  any  part 

^af  Ae  habitable  world,  through  all  of  which  she  had  frcc|uenily  traversed,  "\vhat 

*iriIHinry*  said  she  to  herself,  "  or  rather  what  a  prodigy  of  bcaut>-  must  those 

^qn  diiptav,  when  no  longer  concealed  as  thc>'  now  are  by  such  well-formed 

^nSdi !     w)ut  cause  can  he  have  given  to  be  treated  in  a  manner  so  unworthy 

^hbrank?"  for  she  did  not  doubt  who  it  was,  and  had  already  heard  of  his 

Mjjnwwni  could  not  cease  admiring  the  beauty  of  Prince  Camaralzaman.  At 
Winh,  however,  having  kissed  him  gendy  on  the  cheek  and  on  the  middle  of  his 
'■nod  «riihout  waking  him,  she  replaced  the  covering  as  it  was  before,  and 
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took  bcr  Higlit  through  the  air.  When  she  had  risen  very  hi^h  towards  the  mid 
regiua,  &he  was  suddenly  struck  by  the  sound  of  wings,  whii^h  inclined  her  tu 
to  the  qu.irtcr  from  whence  it  came.  On  approaching,  she  found  it  to  be  a  genias 
who  occasioned  ihc  noise,  but  one  of  those  who  had  rebelled  against  God.  Mai- 
RWun^  was,  on  the  contrar>',  one  of  those  who  acknowledged  the  great  SoIoovml 

This  genius,  who  was  named  Uanha:>cb,  and  who  was  the  son  of  SchambouT* 
Asch,  recognized  .Maimount.  though  nut  wilhout  very  great  terror,  knowine  that 
«hc  possessed  coiiiiidcrabtt.-  ^ut>eriority  over  hirn,  in  con^quence  of  her  Hibmis- 
sion  to  Cod.  He  would  Uieieforc  fain  have  avoided  this  meeting,  but  he  found 
he  wa'S  so  close  to  her  that  he  must  either  enL-nunter  a  battle  or  submit.  ^^J 

Daiiba^ch  was  the  first  to  &i>eak  :  "  Good  Mainioun^,"  said  he  in  a  suppUcAti^^| 
lone, "  swear  to  me  by  the  great  name  of  God  that  you  will  not  hurt  me^  andVB 
promise  on  my  part  not  to  annoy  you." 

*'  Cursed  genius  !  '*  cried  Maimountr, "  what  harm  canst  thou  do  to  me  ?  I  fear 
thee  not.  IJut  1  will  grant  ihcc  this  favour,  and  I  make  the  oath  tbou  requiresL 
Now  tell  me  whence  diau  earnest,  what  thou  hast  !>ccn,  and  what  thou  ha.«t  done 
this  night?"  "  iicauuful  lady,"  replied  Dunhaach,  "  we  meet  opportunely  for  you 
to  hear  somethmg  wondcrfuL  Since  you  wish  it,  1  will  tell  you  titat  I  come  from 
the  extremity  of  China,  where  its  coast  ovcrlo^jks  the  farthest  isUnds  of  thb  hcnu- 
sphere.  But,  cluu-ming  Maimouni^,"  interrupted  Danhasch,  who  trembled  with 
fear  in  the  presence  of  this  fair>*,  and  had  some  difficulty  in  speaking  before  bet, 
**  you  promise  at  least  to  forgive  me,  and  to  permit  me  to  depart,  when  1  &hall 
have  satistied  your  curiosity  ?" 

**  Go  on,  go  on,  wretch  ! "  replied  Maimoun6,  "  and  fear  nothing.  Dost  tbou 
think  I  am  as  pcrtidious  as  th>-self,  and  that  1  am  capable  of  breaking  the  terrible 
oath  I  have  taken  i  Take  care  only  to  relate  nothmg  but  what  is  true,  othcnfiM 
I  will  cut  thy  wings  and  treat  thee  as  thou  dc3cr\cst." 

Danhasch  felt  a  little  relieved  by  these  wortts  of  Maimoune.   "  My  dear  Udy,* 
continued  he,  "  I  will  icll  you  noihmg  but  what  is  very  true  :  have  but  thegoo^      | 
ness  to  listen  to  me.    The  countr)'  of  China,  from  whence  I  come,  is  one  oT  the 
largest  and  most  powerful  kingdoms  in  the  world,  and  attached  to  it  are  tbe     ' 
most  distant  isles  of  this  hemisphere,  of  which  1  spoke  just  now.    The  pretcal 
king  is  named  Gaiour,  who  has  an  only  daughter,  the  most  beautiful  creatore 
that  ever  was  beheld  on  earth  since  this  world  has  been  a  world.      Neither  you. 
nor  I,  nor  the  genii  uf  your  party,  nor  of  mine,  nor  all  mankind  put  together, cosM 
find  proper  terms,  words  sutKciently  expressive,  or  eloquence  suited  to  coavcy  the 
most  distant  idea  of  what  she  is  in  reality.     Her  hair  is  uf  a  tint;  brown,  and  d 
such  a  length  that  it  reaches  below  her  feet,  and  In  such  abundance,  that  wheo 
she  wears  it  m  curls  on  her  head,  it  resembles  a  Rnt  bunch  of  grapes^  irf  which 
the  frtut  is  of  an  extraorilinary  stie.      Under  her  hair  anpe,-trs  her  forciieul  M      j 
smooth  as  the  tincfct  polished  mirror ;  her  eyes  of  a  brilliant  bUck,  itnd  AiS  of 
fire ;  the  nose  neither  too  loag  nor  too  short ;  the  mouth  small  and  tinted  wnb 
vennttion  ;  her  teeth  surpassing  the  finest  pearls  in  whiteness  ;  and  when  sb*      i 
opens  her  mouth  lo  bjieak,  she  utters  a  sweet  and  agreeable  voice,  and  ca-preMts      [ 
herself  in  words  whinh  prove  the  liveliness  of  her  wit.    The  most  bcautiiul ala- 
baster is  not  whiter  th,in  her  bosom.    In  short,  by  this  feeble  sketch  jnoQ  may       t 
easily  suppose  that  there  is  not  a  more  perfect  bc.Auty  in  the  wutld. 

**  Whoever  is  not  well  acquainted  with  the  kini;  her  fatlter  u-ould  iinagta^  fron 
Che  various  proofs  of  affection  he  is  contmu.iIly  givmg  her,  that  he  is  enimannd 
of  her.  The  most  tender  lover  was  never  known  lo  do  so  much  for  the  nwM  b»- 
loved  mistress  as  he  has  done  for  his  daughter.  In  fact,  the  most  violent  jealowqr 
never  invented  so  much  as  his  care  to  render  her  inacces^blc  to  every  onecxccsic 
the  fortunate  person  who  is  destmcd  to  marry  her ;  and  that  iho  may  ooc  fed 
the  retreat  to  which  he  lias  confined  her  irksome,  he  has  had  acren  |*nlHTDi 
for  her,  which  surpau  in  ougoiiicencc  e\eryUung  that  was  ever  heard  oC 
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^  The  tint  palace  is  cooiposed  of  rock  crystal,  the  second  of  bronze,  ihc  third 
*T_^Aie  (incvl  steel,  the  fourth  of  another  kiouuf  broiue,  more  precious  than  cither 
"*^  first  or  the  steel,  the  fifih  of  loucbslone,  the  sixth  of  silver,  and  the  scvenih  of 
■**^«live  gold.  He  has  furnished  ihcm  in  the  most  sumptuous  style,  each  in  n 
*'*^ljaer  appropriate  to  the  materials  of  which  it  is  built.  Nor  has  he  fwn^'ottcn 
*^  «nibcUisb  the  gardens  which  are  attached  to  them  with  everything  tliat  can 
(■^l  ijlit  the  senses  ;  smooth  lawns  or  {ustures,  enamelled  with  ilowcrs  ;  fountains, 
^^^iils,  cascades  :  KFOves  thickly  planted  with  trees,  through  which  the  rnys  ol 
***^nin  nc\xr  penetrate,  and  all  dilicrcnlly  disposed  in  each  garden. 

**Th€  fame  of  tliis  princess's  incomparable  beauty  has  induced  the  most  pou-erful 
g*"    the  nci^bouring  kings  to  demand  her  Ui  marria^^c  by  the  most  solemn  em- 
"*i  uiui.     The  King  of  China  received  all  iheir  proposals  with  the  same  degree 
CCftlDony  ;  but  as  he  had  determined  not  to  marr>-  the  princess  except  with 
entire  consent,  and  as  he  did  not  approve  of  any  of  the  ofTcrs  made  her, 
ueadoirs  returned  without  success,  yet  all  highly  gratitied  by  the  civilities 
*-Ckd  attentions  they  had  received. 

*••  Sire,'  would  the  princess  say  to  the  King  of  China,  *  you  wish  to  marry  me, 

>n<l  yoQ  think  by  so  doing  to  make  me  happ>'.      I  know  your  motive,  and  feel 

ot>liged  to  you  (or  your  kindness.     Hut  where  should  1  find  such  superb  palaces 

ukI  such  delicious  gardens,  unless  in  tlic  tcrritoncs  of  your  majesty  i    Aaded  to 

wtuch,byyour  goodness  1  um  underno restraint. and  I  receive  the  same  honours 

SB  an  paid  to  your  own  person.  These  arc  adv.uita^'es  which  I  slioukl  not  enjoy 

»  vg%  oihcr  n-irt  of  the  world,  whatever  prince  I  might  wed.     Husbands  ever 

*ill  \y  .ind  I  am  not  of  a  disposition  to  brook  command.' 

"A:;  1  fruiiJess  embassies,  one  at  last  arrived  from  a  king  who  «u* 

■icber  and  more  powerful  than  any  who  had  before  applied.  The  King  of  China 
Reposed  him  to  his  daughter,  and  enlarged  on  all  the  advantages  which  would 
^Mh  ^m  such  an  alliance.  The  princess  entreated  him  to  dispense  with  her 
'Tulimcc,  urging  the  same  reasons  as  on  former  occasions. 

*H«  pressed  her  to  accede  ;  but  insie.nd  of  obe>nng,  she  forgot  the  respect  du( 
•»ll»B  kiftg  her  father,  and  angrily  replied,  'Sire,  spe.ik  to  me  no  more  of  tht 
narofanv  other  nurriigc  :  if  you  persist  in  your  importunities,  I  will  plunge 
<i^S?=f  in  my  heart,  and  thus  free  myself  from  tbeni.' 

"  The  King  of  China,  extremely  irritated  against  the  princess,  replied.  '  M] 
^■srbter,  you  are  irutd,  and  as  such  1  must  treat  you.'  In  fact,  he  had  her  cofl'- 
tecd  to  an  apartment  in  one  of  his  palaces,  and  allowed  her  only  ten  old  womel 
isuaooatc  with  and  attend  on  her.  the  principal  of  whom  was  her  nurse.  Thcn^] 
Ika  ihe  neighbouring  kings  who  had  sent  embiisssics  to  request  her  might  n( 
vastain  any  further  prospects  oi  obtaining  her,  he  dispatched  envoys  to 
Whkc  to  them  all  her.ibsolute  determination  .igainsi  marriage.  And  as  he  suj 
fOMd  ibU  she  really  had  lost  her  senses,  he  commanded  the  same  envoys  to 
Vike  known  in  each  court,  that  if  there  M-cre  any  phv'iician  sufficiently  skilful  to 
*anK  her,  he  should  obtain  her  in  marriage  as  a  recompense. 

"Beaatiful  Maimouni^,''  continued  Uanhasch,  "  things  are  at  present  in  this 

*^rtTm,  and  1  do  not  fail  to  go  regularly  every  day  to  contemplate  this  won- 

^bU  betuty,  whom  1  should  grieve  to  injure  in  the  slightest  degree,  notwith- 

Mn^bne  my  lutural  malicious  inclinations.     1  entreat  you  to  come  and  see  herf 

ptttwo]  worth  the  trouble.     When  you  are  convinced  by  your  okti  ey^es  that 

■ot  tell  an  untruth,  I  am  sure  you  will  feel  obliged  to  me  for  ha\-ihg  shown 

a  prioceits  who  has  no  equal  in  beaut)'.     I  am  ready  to  conduct  you  to  her, 

•pm  h-i .  '  command." 

.  to  Uanhasch,  Maimounft  burst  into  a  loud  fit  of  laughter, 

COBtirtiKo  lor  ^nmc  time,  -and  which  vcr)-much  astonished  Danhasch.who 

IntotF  to  what  cause  to  attribute  it.     Having  at  last,  howe\'er,  composed 

she  said, "  Vcs,  yes,  thou  tlunkest  to  impose  on  oic.   I  thought  thou  wast 
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rrplied  her  sIavc.  renewing  her  tears.  "  It  is  for  her  that  1  am  in  moiiraioc.  The 
cimimstanccs  .itttndin^  her  death  are  sin^ar,  and  it  is  proper  that  ytn  ifaaaU 
be  made  acquainted  with  them.  But  previous  ij  my  j^tving  you  a  namuivcar 
this,  I  beg  of  you  to  infurm  mc  of  c%'cr>'thin};  relative  to  tbc  death  of  tbc  Piiacc 
of  Persia,  V-  \\*nv  loss  1  shall  cnntinue  all  my  life  to  lament,  as  wdl  as  that  ol  mj 
dear  and  amiable  tnistrfss  Sclttmselnihar." 

The  jeweller  satisfied  her  in  ever>'  particular  she  wished  lo  Icnow,  and  at  ■oob 
as  he  had  tini^hed  his  account  iheconrid.inie  wcnton  a»  foUowii :  "  I  haveairsMiT 
told  you  how  the  caliph  sent  fur  Schcmselnihar  to  his  own  palace.  ,  It  wai  tnt, 
as  we  had  reason  lo  believe,  thai  the  caliph  had  been  informed  of  the  attaduaoit 
and  meeting  between  Schemsclnihar  ana  the  Prince  of  Persia,  by  the  two  slattt, 
vhom  he  had  separately  questioned.  You  may  already  perhaps  imagitke  that  bs 
was  in  the  greatest  rage  with  the  favourite,  and  that  he  showed  strone  nuffarf 
jealousy  and  re\'cngc  against  the  Prince  of  Persia.  By  no  means.  He  thonebE 
not  for  an  instant  about  him.  He  only  pitied  Schemsclnihar.  Nay,  be  attrifaoted, 
as  it  is  thought,  what  had  happened  omy  lo  himself,  and  to  the  permisskm  whkh 
be  had  given  her  to  go  freely  about  the  city,  unaccompanied  by  any  ^n^nvht-  Al 
least,  we  cannot  form  any  other  conjecture  from  the  cxtraorainar)'  "**'*«»Tr  ll 
which  he  conducted  himself  towards  her  from  first  to  last—as  you  sbaO  baor. 

"The  caliph  received  her  with  an  open  countenance,  and  when  he  pcrcesved 
the  traces  of  that  grief  with  which  she  was  overwhelmed,  but  which  ncvmhrieu 
did  not  in  the  least  diminish  her  beauty,  for  she  appeared  before  bim  wtifaoBt 
any  symptoms  cither  of  surprise  or  fear, '  Schemsclnihar,'  said  he,  *  I  cannot  bcv 
that  you  should  appear  before  me  with  a  countenance  so  strongly  imprenod  by 
sorrow.  You  know  with  what  ardour  1  have  alnays  loved  you:  yon  nratt  he 
convinced  of  its  sincerity  by  all  the  proofs  1  have  given  you  of  it.  I  am  not 
changed,  for  1  still  love  you  more  than  ever.  You  have  some  enemies,  and  dKW 
enemies  hav*c  made  some  ill  reports  of  the  manner  in  which  you  conduct  jiimiBlf. 
ever>'thing,  however,  tliat  they  can  say  of  you  has  not  made  the  least  ill^)n■io■ 
upon  my  mind.  Drive  then  away  this  melancholy,  and  dispose  youndf  to  Ote> 
tain  me  this  evening  as  you  were  wont  to  do.'  }^e  continued  to  say  many  otbcr 
obliging  things  lo  her,  and  then  conducted  her  into  a  magnibccnt  aportmeal  oor 
his  own,  where  he  requested  her  to  wait  for  bim. 

**  The  wTCtchcd  .Schemsclnihar  was  sensibly  affected  at  so  many  proo^  of  (be 
caliph's  concern  for  her  person;  but  the  more  she  felt  hcr^lf  imder  frtdiguloBa 
to  bmi,  the  more  was  her  bosom  penetrated  with  grief  at  being  separaied(Perbil|S 
for  c\-cr,  from  the  prince,  without  whom  she  was  convinced  she  cotdd  Dot  fceaH. 

"This  interview  between  the  caliph  and  Schemsclnihar,"  continued  the  con- 
fidante, "took  place  while  I  was  coming  to  speak  to  you,  and  I  teorat  the  pa^ 
Cicularsof  it  from  my  comjwnions  who  were  present.  As  soon,  howv««r,as  I 
left  you,  I  hastened  back  to  Schemsclnihar,  whom  I  found  in  the  aparaneM  I 
have  mentioned  ;  and  as  she  was  ven-  sure  I  was  come  from  your  boaia,^a 
desired  me  to  approach  her :  .tnd  without  being  overheard  by  any  ooCj  slw  VoA 
tome, 'I  am  much  obliged  to«,mi  for  the  service  you  have  just  now  rcDdend  me; 
I  feel  thai  it  will  be  the  Lisi.'  This  was  all  she  uttered  ;  and  1  was  ooC  in  a  ptaca 
where  I  could  siy  anything  even  b>'  way  of  consolation. 

"The  caliph  cime  in  the  ci-ening,  accompanied  by  the  sound  of  imtmantiw 
which  were  touched  by  the  females  l>clonging  to  the  fnvourite,  when  a  coIlatMO 
was  instantly  served  up.  He  look  her  by  the  hand  and  made  her  sit  near  him 
upon  a  sofa.  To  comply  with  this  action  had  such  a  violent  ctTcct  upon  her  fed- 
ings,  that  in  a  few  moments  after  we  saw  her  expire.  She  wa<.  '•.-.  fi:!,  hanUr 
sealed  before  she  fell  backwards.   The  caliph  thought  ihnt  she  '■■  ■  Mnteo. 

nor  had  we  at  first  any  other  idea.    We  gave  her  e^cry  asaisiJi.  ,'u»& . 

but  she  never  breathed  again. 

"  The  caliph  honoured  her  «ith  his  tears,  which  he  was  unable  to  lUU^ ; 
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Won  he  retired  totiis  apartment  he  gave  orden  thai  ;ill  the  tnutical  itutni- 
■houM  I"^  lirsji.iiril,  uliirh  was  accordinEly  <li"-f     '  rrTn.iitu-il  ncir  iho 
iMMlytbettl  I  iuid  preparrd  II  foi  !  mda, 

aJmou  )>;>tV  Ii  was  tlie  next  d.-iN  ii^nd 

uf  ih-  '--nt  tomb,  which  he  lad  be!'    '  .ill  in 

atpoi        .  iLid  herwif  chourti.  And  tin  <     .><M'  : '!..  "you 

luve  Uid  m«  the  UMi>  ul  llic  Prince  of  t'eriin  i&  tu  be  bruuj^lii  i'>  l-<,  I,  Iain 
ilcttniUBsd  that  it  th:iil  Ik  placed  in  the  Kune  tomb  with  th.kt  ul  i!^.  .a.  -untc-" 

The  jnvcllcr  wai  very  much  ulonishcd  at  this  resolution  of  the  cunmLinie. 
"  Vo«  do  not  Hircty  recollect,"  laid  he, "  that  tlie  caliph  will  never  »uffer  iL"   "  Yob 
BUT  believe  the  thing  impoMible,'  replied  she,  "  but  I  uisure  you  it  is  rwit.    And 
will  agree  wiili  nic  wlicti  I  have  informed  you  thai  the  caliph  has  gi*-cn  ihcir 
to  all  the  »Uvcft  tliat  belonj^ed  lo  Scbcnueliulurtwith  a  |)cnMon  in  each 

ihMn  fuScient  to  support  chemMrlvcs  ;  aod  that  he  hai  inore>r^cr  appointed 
In  --'-r  --■--  - *■  ---[  watch  her  tomb,  with  a  rr.---  '■--■^v  saUr>'  iHjth  for  its 
fipair  nrr.    Ilciides,  the  caliph,  \  noranL  of  the  mutual 

xttiyClu......L  ^.  .,.  ..L...i.cln)har  and  the  Prince  u{  '.  v.  ^....  ..^  1   have  already  ic^d 

TOO,  and  who  is  not  now  otfcnded  or  hurt  at  il,  will  never  have  imy  objection  to 
it."  In  AAkwer  to  this  the  jcwcUcr  had  nothin)[  lo  uy  ;  be  only  requested  the 
Mo6d»ma  to  conduct  bun  to  tfao  tomb,  that  h«  mi^  ofltr  up  his  pnycrs  then. 
Wkca  bs  mnivcd  he  waa  greatly  surprised  ai  seeing  a  crowi]  of  i>?iiplc  of  both 
aciea,  who  had  collected  there  from  alt  parts  of  Bagdad    I !  ":  e^en  get 

near  it,andcoukl  only  pray  at  Mnne  disuncc.    When  he  ha<I  !iiipr4)ers, 

be  aaid  to  the  coafoUntc.  m  a  saitsfactory  lone  oT  voice,  **  I  < :  i  >»w  think  it 
tepoadbla  id  accomphkh  what  you  so  properly  planned.  \N  (  :■  >  •  iily  lo  make 
kaoan  the  vahous  tuxawe  ar«  actiuamtca  with  concemin);  the  favuunie  and  the 
Frtooaof  l*Bnia,and  panicularly  ihcdcaih  of  the  lauer,  which  took  pUcc  almost 
at  the  tame  instant  with  that  of  Schcmsclnihar. '  Itcforc  bu  body  -r  : 
fiagdad  agreed  in  denumding  that  they  should  not  be  separated  m  '  ■ 
The  Kheme  succeeded,  and  on  the  day  in  which  it  was  known  the  \»oc.\  m^uid 
arriwe,  a  multitude  of  people  went  out  even  twenty  miles  to  meet  it 

TW  conAdanta  waited  at  the  gate  of  the  city,  where  she  presented  herself  before 
the  nocher  of  the  Prince  of  Persia,  and  requested  her.  in  the  name  of  aU  the  in- 
habitants wV -..1-^.1.   ,i^.,»„i  ,.  1,,  allow  ihc  bodies  of  the  two  lovers,  whose 

fon;i  icnccment  of  their  attachment  tu  the  last 

itol  1.*--:  '—  i..  one  lomb.     The  ladv  ■''"-■. i  »■>  it, and  the 

bodv  waa  carried  to  the  tomh  nf  Schcouelnihar.  an  immr:'  of  PC<*P^ 

of  all  rank*  foUowirvg  it,  atul  then  placed  by  her  side,     f  i  -  mc  all  the 

inhabitants  of  Bagdad,  and  even  strangers  from  all  parts  of  the  world  where 
MuiBilmans  arc  known,  have  never  ceased  from  fcclmt;  a  ^reat  vcncratioa  iot 
thai  too^  and  going  to  oflier  up  their  prayers  at  its  foot. 

"ThU,!  r  hdMruidtin  this  place,  "  is  what  I  bad  to  rrlaie  to  jresr 

I— fin  I  Co-.  e  amotffv  nf  thr  l>rxiitirul  SclMmadnffmr.  the  favourite  of 

tbt  CaBph  Haiuun  A'  >)ile  Ali  Ebn  Be        ■  *    rsia." 

When  Dituriad^  \^  Uex  sister  had  <  ,  <  <ch, 

ihc  thanked  her  most  V.in>il)  kt  ihc  [^jta_«ure  she  had  afTordtu  her  by  tiie  recital 
«t  so  interesting  a  history.  "  If  the  sultan,"  replied  Scheherarad^.  "  woold  wSet 
nw  to  li^e  uU  to-mom>w,  1  would  rrlaie  to  him  the  tusior>'  of  Prince  Camaraha- 
OMA,  which  he  would  tind  ttill  more  agreeable.'*  She  u.-ii  then  silent  ;  and 
Scftahnar.  who  could  not  xet  determine  to  give  orders  for  her  death,  deferred  it, 
is  ofdcr  to  listen  to  the  new  story,  which  the  sultana  began  to  relate  on  the  bU 
lenrlng  night 
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Unnhasch.     Cii^t  your  eye  on  that  bed,  and  tell  us  impartinUy  which  jippcan 
^ou  tlie  more  bfaiitiful,  ilic  youn^  man  or  the  young  lady." 
Caschcasch  looked  very  attentively  at  the  prince  and  princess,  .ind  showi 
jevtry  mark  of  surprise  and  admiration.     After  having  cx^uiiined   them  vo 
'*ci  uraiely  for  a  long  lime,  without  being  alile  to  m.)ke  up  his  mind,  "  Mad;iti 
■.-kid  he  lo  Maimouni,  "  I  confess  lo  you  that  I  should  deceive  yoti  jnd  twirj 
b^ysclfjif  I  were  to  icU  you  that  I  thought  one  of  them  more  handsome  ih.-ui  il 
l<()tber.    The  more  1  (.-xammc  llivm,  the  more  c;ich  seems  to  mc  lo  have  scparaK 
fjihal  sovereign  perfection  of  beauty  which  they  jointly  possess,  aiid  ncuhcx 
I  the  least  deie*;!  wljch  we  can  assert  the  oilier  to  be  free  from,  and  cunscqucni 
^  tuperior.     If  there  be,  in  trinh,  .my  dirfcrence  between  thciii.  there  <M:cms  to 
I  only  one  mode  of  discovering  thai  difference  ;  and  ihis  mode  is,  to  wake 
lane  after  the  other,  and  to  agree  that  the  person  who  feels  for  the  other  the 
J  iviolcnt  love,  and  proves  it  by  the  strongest  and  moit  ardent  cxpre^iions,  as  W4 
as  by  the  general  conduct,  shall  be  fxinsidered  in  some  point  or  other  to  be 
beautiful." 

The  propouU  of  Caschcasch  was  approved  of,  both  by  Maimouni  and 
hasch.   Maimoune  then  changed  herself  into  a  flea,  and  jumped  upon  the  necki 
Canwraliaman.     She  gave  him  so  sharp  a  bile  that  he  awoke,  and  put  bis  ' 
to  the  plare  ;  but  he  caught  nothing, for  MaimounO-,  prepared  for  this,  liad  _ 
aw.-iy,  and  taking  her  original  form— invisible,  however,  like  the  ether  two  _ 
lo  all  but  ihemscU'Cs— stood  by,  in  order  to  witncb*  what  was  gomg  forward. 
In  drawing  ixick  his  hand  the  prince  let  it  fall  upon  that  of  the  PrlaCMSi 
China.     He  oponcd  his  eyes,  and  expressed  great  surprise  at  seeing  a  Udv 
the  side  of  him,  :ind  one  too  who  possessed  such  beauty.    He  lifted  bis  head  i 
and  supported  it  on  his  elbow,  in  order  the  better  to  observe  her.    The  great ; 
of  the  princess,  joined  to  her  incomparable  beauty,  kindled  in  an  in^unt  a 
in  his  heart  lo  which  he  had  hitherto  been  a  stranger,  and  exctied  !>ci 
which  he  had  till  now  looked  upon  with  aversion. 

A  passion  of  the  most  animated  kmd  now  occupied  his  soul^and  he  caaU 
bclp  cxchuming,  *'  VVhat  beauty  !  what  charms  !    Oh,  my  heart,  my  soul !  • 
saymg  this,  he  kissed  her  forehead,  her  cheeks,  and  her  lips,  with  so  little 
lion,  that  it  mu^t  h.ive  broken  her  slumbers,  if  she  had  not^ through  the 
mem  of  I>.inhasch,  slept  more  soundly  than  usual. 

"What,  my  lovely  creature,"  said  the  prince,"  will  not  these  marks  of  the  It 
of  Camarabaman  disturb  thy  repose  ?    Whoever  thou  mayest  be,  he  i$  not 
worthv  of  thy  affection."    He  was  then  gomg  to  wake  her  in  good  camett, 
he  sucldcnly  stopped  himself.    "There  cannot  be  a  doubt,"  he  exclaimed,  "I 
lliat  this  is  the  person  lo  whom  the  sultan  my  father  wished  to  marry  mc    He  i 
twen  much  tuUaincnot  to  let  me  sec  her  sooner  :  I  'Should  not  tlien  havtii 
him  both  by  my  di-intjediencc  and  my  public  behaviour  towards  him,  aAd 
Would  h.ive  thus  spared  himself  the  confusion  which  1  have  caused  him.* 
Cvn-irabaman  repented  mosi  heartilyof  the  fault  he  I»ad  been  guiliv  oLi_ 
again  on  the  point  of  waking  the  Princess  of  China.    "  Perhaps,  uKfeed,"  \ 
)ie, "  tlic  sultan  my  father  wished  to  surprise  mc,  and  has  therefore  sent 
to  ascertain  whether  1  really  have  so  great  an  aversion  to  marriage  as 
idways  shown.    Who  knows  if  he  may  not  have  brought  her  here  himM 
may  c\xn  now  be  concealed,  in  order  to  see  how  I  conduct  myself,  and  nuke 
ashamed  of  my  fonner  dissitnulatlon?  This  second  fault  would  be  mocb 
than  my  fu-sl ;  I  will  therefore  satisfy  myself  with  this  ring,  in  remembrance  ef 
her." 

The  Princess  of  China  had  a  very  beautiful  ring  on  her  6nger.and  a«  thcpriDet 
concluded  his  speech,  he  drew  it  oif  quietly,  and  nut  one  of  lU  own  ia  it»  ptaoe. 
He  then  turned  bis  back,  and  it  n-as  not  long  before,  through  lbs  eDcbuttnicDS 
of  the  genii,  he  fell  into  as  deep  a  sleep  as  he  was  in  at  hnL 
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.  As  won  as  Prince  CamamlzamAn's  eyes  where  completely  closed,  Danhasch, 
5^  lut  turn,  transformed  himself  into  a  tlea,  and  bit  the  princess  directly  under  her 
"P-  She  awoke  suddenly,  and  stanmg  up.  opened  her  eyes.  How  great  was  her 
**tonahment  at  hnding  herself  m  l>cd  with  a  man  I  From  surprise  she  passed  to 
•<i»iin3aon,  and  from  iidrairation  to  excels  of  joy,  which  was  very  apparent  as 
**>Ofi  us  she  saw  that  it  was  a  young,  handsome,  and  well-made  man. 

'MNTiat !"  she  exclaimed  "are  you  the  person  whom  the  king  my  father  has 
«esiioed  for  my  husband  ?  How  tmfortunate  am  I  at  not  having  known  this 
**efcrc!  I  should  then  never  have  been  deprived  for  so  long  a  time  of  a  husband 
^Kom  it  Is  Unpossible  not  to  love  with  my  whole  soul.  Awake,  and  rouse  your- 
*e^l/j  it  but  ill  becomes  a  husband  to  &leep  thus  soundly  on  the  very  first  night  of 
bis  miptUIa." 

Hii-ing  said  this,  the  princess  shook  Prince  Camaraltaman  by  the  arm  in  so 

violent  X  manner  that  he  must  have  awoke  if  Maimoun^  had  not  at  that  very 

fcn^unt  heightened  hiu  sleep  by  means  of  enchantment     She  shook  him /in  this 

tnanncr  sc^-eral  times;  and  then,  as  she  found  she  could  not  prevent  him  from 

•Iceping.  she  called  out,  "  What  can  possibly  have  happened  lo  thee?     What 

rtvj,  jealous  of  our  mutual  happiness,  has  had  recourse  to  magic,  and  thu^  thrown 

<Bee  mto  this  insurmountable  fit  of  stupefaction,  from  whence  it  seems  almost 

limiotsible  thou  shouldst  ever  be  roused?"    She  then  took  hold  of  his  hand, 

*iw  tenderly  kissmg  it.  she  perceived  the  ring  which  he  had  on  his  finger.    It 

sppeaird  so  like  her  own.  that  slie  was  convinced  it  was  the  very  same,  and  at 

tae  same  moment  observed  tliat  she  herself  had  on  a  different  one.    She  could 

■«  oomprchctid  how  ihis  exchange  had  been  eRected ;  but  she  did  not  for  an 

nHunt  aoubt  that  it  was  a  sure  nroof  of  her  marri.ige.    Fatigued  with  the  useless 

iflorts  she  had  made  to  au-ake  nim,  and  satisfied,  as  she  thought,  that  he  could 

i»(  lave  her, "  Since  I  am  unable  to  rouse  thee  out  of  thy  sleep,"  she  cried, "  I  will 

OWtinuc  no  longer  to  attempt  to  interrupt  it.    We  shall  sec  each  other  again." 

Tben  Idssing  his  cheek  as  she  pronounced  these  last  words,  she  lay  dowTi,  .and  in 

_iilM>rt  time  fell  asleep. 

Wben  .Mai mount  pierceived  that  she  might  speak  without  any  danger  of  wak- 

:  dK.Princess  of  China,  '*  Well,  wretch,"  she  said  to  Danh.-isch,  "  hast  thou  ob- 

thetn,and  art  thou  convinced  that  thy  princess  is  less  beautiful  than  my 

I  ?     Get  along :  I  forgive  thee  the  wager  thou  hast  lost ;  but  another  time, 

me  when  l  assert  anything."    Then  turning  towards  Caschcasch,  "  As 

j«oa,'  added  she,  *'  I  thank'  you.    Do  you  and  Danhasch  take  the  princess,  and 

her  to  bcr  bed,  where  he  brought  her  from."    Danhasch  and  Caschcasch 

tied  the  orders  of  Majmoun^,  while  the  latter  retired  to  her  well. 

Wlicn  Prince  Camaralzaman  awoke  the  next  morning,  he  looked  on  each  side 

Ihim,  to  see  if  the  lady  whom  he  had  found  by  him  in  the  night  was  still  there; 

:  when  he  perceived  she  was  gone,  he  said  to  himself,  "It  is  as  I  suspected ; 

e  kitig  my  father  wished  to  surprise  me ;  I  am,  however,  happy  that  I  was  aware 

IL*    He  then  called  the  slave,  who  u-as  still  asleep,  and  desired  him  to  make 

and  dress  himself,  without  sa>-ing  a  word  to  him  on  what  account  he  was 

iMch  a  hurr>-.    The  slave  brought  a  oasin  and  water;  the  prince  then  washed 

and  after  saying  his  prayers,  he  took  a  book,  and  continued  to  read  for 

time. 

^  After  he  had  thus  finished  his  usual  occnpaiions.  Camaralaman  called  the 

<ltve  towards  him.    "  Come  here,"  he  said,  "and  be  sure  >'ou  do  not  tell  me  a 

^hdwod.   Inform  me  how  the  lady  who  slept  with  me  last  night  came  here,  and 

*1lo  brought  her." 

"Prince,"  replied  the  slave,  in  the  greatest  astonishment,  "  of  what  lady  are  you 
leaking  ?  '  "Of  her,  1  tell  vou."  answered  the  pnncc,  "  who  cither  came  or  was 
^w^^  here,  and  who  passed  the  nijjht  M-iih  me.  "*  Princt"  returned  the  slave, 
'I  »cu  to  you  that  1  know  nothing  about  the  matter.    How  could  any  lady 
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po&sibly  get  in,  as  I  slept  .it  the  door  ? "    "  Thou  art  a  lying  rascal,"  ref^ied 

E finer,  *'  and  an  in  league  with  some  one  to  vex  and  distress  me."    Saying  \\ 
e  gave  him  a  blow  and  knocked  him  doum ;  then,  after  having  trampled  on  T 
be  tied  the  rope  oX  the  well  round  his  body,  and  let  him  down  into  it,  and  pi' 
him  several  times  in  the  water.    "  I  will  drown  thee/  cried  he,  **  if  thou  dost 
immediately  acquaint  me  who  the  lady  is,  and  who  brought  her." 

The  (Kior  slave,  extremely  embarrassed,  and  half  in  and  half  out  of  the  •»( 
thou^'liL  tlie  prince  liad  certainly  lost  bis  senses  through  gncf,  and  that  be  ' 
only  c^^ape  by  telling  an  untruth.  *' Prince,"  said  he,  in  a  supplicating  tone,"| 
mc  my  life,  1  conjure  you ;  and  I  promise  to  tell  you  exactly  how  the  cuiti 
stands." 

The  prince  drew  up  the  slave,  and  commanded  him  to  speak.    When  he 
out  of  the  well,  "  I'rince,"  said  the  sLive,  trembling,  "you  must  be  sensible 
I  cannot  satisfy  you  in  the  &tatc  I  am  now  in ;  allow  me  time  to  change  ray  die 
**  I  grant  it  thee,'  replied  the  pnnce ;  '*  but  be  quick, and  take  care  Uioa  doit 
disguise  tlic  truth  from  mc." 

The  slave  went  out,  and  after  having  fastened  the  door  on  the  prince,  be  ran  i 
the  palace,  wci  as  he  was.    The  kmg  was  engaged  in  conversation  with  \as  | 
vizier,  and  was  complaining  of  the  restless  nignt  he  had  passed,  in  coqm<(ii 
of  the  disobedience  and  ill-judged  rashness  of  the  prince  his  son,  in  thus  < 
his  will. 

The  minister  endeavoured  to  console  him,  and  convince  him  that  the  prince. ' 
his  disrespectful  bchaviour,had  justly  mcnicd  the  punishment  he  endured, 
saidhe, "  your  majest)- ought  not  to  repent  of  having  arrested  hiiiL  Ifyou  wi]ih«Vt' 
the  patience  to  sutfcr  bim  to  tcmain  in  prison,  you  may  be  assured  that  he  viD 
lose  this  youtiiful  impetuosity,  and  that  he  will  at  length  submit  to  whaiera'  yea 
may  require  of  him.' 

The  grand  vizier  had  just  uttered  these  words,  when  the  sU\t  prescnlod  bin* 
sdf  before  King  Sdiahiaman.  *'  Sire,"  said  he.  **  1  am  sorr>'  to  be  obtiged  to 
announce  to  your  majesty  a  piece  of  intelligence  thai  will  no  doubt  occasioo  f4a 
great  sorrow.  What  the  prince  savs  of  a  lady  who  slept  with  him  last  nij^fatt  W- 
gether  with  the  manner  in  which  ue  treated  me,  as  your  m.ijesty  ma^r 
too  plainly  pro\'e  that  he  is  not  in  his  senses."  Mc  then  gave  a  detail  i 
thing  that  rrioce  Camaralzaman  had  said,  and  of  the  excesses  he  had  cot 
oa  his  person,  in  terms  which  confirmed  the  truth    f  the  account. 

The  Icing^  who  was  not  prepared  for  this  new  cause  for  affliction,  eKrlafaned 
the  grand  vizier,  "This  is  indeed  an  incident  of  die  most  distressing  nattoc;! 
very  different  from  the  hopes  you  flattered  me  with  just  now.     Go,  lose 
moment,  and  examine  yourself  the  whulc  of  this  affatr,  and  ihrn  come  and 
me  of  wh.it  you  discover."     The  grand  vi/ier  immediately  obeyed.     NMieo 
entered  the  chamber  of  the  prince,  he  found  him  seated,  with  a  buok  in  his 
which  he  was  reading  with  npparant  composure.     He  saluted  him;  and  m 
'limsctf  by  his  side,  "  I  am  very  angry  with  the  slave  that  attends  vou,"  taid 
'  for  having  alarmed  your  father  by  the  intelligence  he  has  just  now  brougbt  hi 
'  \M)at  is  this  intelligence,"  inquired  the  prince,  "  thai  has  occasioned  mjr  blhff^ 
so  much  alarm?    I  have  much  more  reason  to  complain  ol  my  slas-e." 

"  Prince,"  replied  the  viiicr,  "  Heaven  avert  that  what  he  lus  just  said  oXjKm 
be  true!  The  tranuuil  state  in  which  I  tind  you,  and  in  wliich  mjv  God  prcftcrve 
you,  convinces  me  tliere  is  no  truth  in  his  report."  **  Pcfh.ips,"  replied  the 
"  he  has  not  explained  himself  properly;  but  as  you  arc  here,  1  am  glad 
an  opptirlunity  uf  a-iking  you,  who  muM  know  something  about  the  matter, 
the  lady  is  who  slept  with  me  last  night?" 

The  grand  viiicr  was  quite  astonished  at  this  inquir>'.  "  Prince,*  said  hc,*<b 
not  be  surprised  at  the  astonishment  you  sec  mc  in  at  this  uuestion.  How  caa 
it  be  possible,  not  only  iliat  any  lady,  but  that  any  man  wluicver,  ctwikl  h— « 
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petunud  into  this  place  in  the  night,  to  which  there  is  no  other  entrance  but 
ajf  thcddor,  and  even  then  he  must  trample  over  your  slave,  who  was  guarding 
ii?  t  entreat  you  to  collect  your  thoughu,  and  I  am  persuaded  you  wLU  find  it 
Only  J  dream,  that  has  left  a  strong  impression  on  your  mind." 

"I  shall  pay  no  attention  to  your  arguments,"  resumed  the  prince  in  a  more 
debited  tone  of  voice  :  "  I  wilt  absolutely  know  what  is  become  of  this  lady  \  I 
*ra  hcic  in  a  situation  to  make  you  obey  me."  This  ftmincss  of  speech  and 
nuancr  embarrassed  the  grand  vizier  more  than  can  be  expressed  ;  and  he  now 
Only  thought  of  the  best  means  to  extricate  himself.  He  tried  the  prince  with 
Ktaik  means,  and  asked  him  in  tlie  most  humble  and  conciliating  manner  if  he 
Old  himself  seen  the  lady. 

''Yes,  j-es,"  replied  the  prince,  "  I  saw  her,  and  soon  perceived  that  you  bad 
■iMnictcu  her  in  wiys  to  tempt  me.  She  played  the  part  you  allotted  her  vastly 
^^!1— not  to  say  a  word,  to  pretend  to  sleep,  and  to  take  herself  away  as  soon  as 
^  feil  xslecp  again.  Yuu  know  it  all,  1  dare  say  ;  she  has  not  failed  ginng  you 
*»«co»mi  of  tlic  whole  iransattion."  **  Prince,"  resumed  the  grand  %Uicr.  "  I 
'%^«cv  to  you  that  all  you  h.U'c  been  relating  was  unknown  to  me.  and  that  neither 
^hkiagyuur  father,  nor  I,  sent  you  the  lady  you  mention;  we  snould  never  lave 
^dfodi  an  idea.  Allow  me  once  more  to  say  that  this  lady  could  only  appear 
^opo  in  a  dream." 

"Vou  came  to  mock  me  too,"  cried  the  prince  angrily,'^ and  tell  me  that  what 
^tw  leen  was  only  a  dream?"  He  then  seized  him  by  the  beard  and  beat 
^ttn  BHMt  unmercifully,  nil  his  strength  quite  tailed  him.  The  poor  grand  vizier 
^oic^  this  treatment  from  Prince  Caraaralzaman  very  respectfully.  "  Here  am 
X,'  Mid  be  tu  himself, "  precisely  in  the  same  situation  as  the  slave  ;  happy  shall 
(be  if,  like  hiiii.  I  can  escape  from  so  great  a  danger."  While  the  prince  was 
*tiB  employed  in  beating  him,  he  cried,  "  I  entreat  you,  prince,  to  listen  to  me 
'wooa  moment.''    The  prince,  tired  of  this  occupation,  sutfered  him  to  speak. 

•  I  own  to  you,  prince,  said  the  grand  viiicr,  as  soon  as  he  had  liberty  to  speak, 
^*^"  vour  suspicions  arc  not  unfounded  ;  but  you  wcU  know  that  a  minister  is 
Ucd  to  execute  the  orders  of  the  king  his  master.     If  you  will  have  the 
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Id  suffer  mc  to  go,  I  am  ready  to  take  any  message  to  him  with  whictt 
ioo  will  entrust  me."  "  I  give  you  leave  to  go,"  replied  the  prince.  "  Tell  my 
^dhcr  that  I  will  mirry  the  Lidy  whom  he  sent  or  brought  me,  and  who  slept 
■^rith  me  last  night.  He  expeditious,  and  bring  mc  the  answer."  The  grand  vizier 
^Bide  a  profound  re%'crcnce  on  quitting  him  :  but  he  could  hardly  be  satisfied  of 
^iiBafiety  till  he  wan  out  of  the  tower,  and  had  fastened  tlic  door  after  him.  He 
himself  before  King  SchaJuaman  with  an  air  of  sorrow  which  alarmed 
"  Well,"  said  the  monarch,  "  in  what  stale  did  you  find  ray  son  ?  "  *'  Sire," 
ihc  viticr,  "  wh-il  the  slave  related  tw  vour  m.ijesly  is  but  too  true."  JIc 
,?e  him  an  account  of  the  conversation  ne  had  witli  Camaralzatnan,  of  the 
prince  had  been  in  when  he  .ittenipied  to  convince  him  ttiat  the  lady  he 
of  cotild  not  possibly  ha\'e  slept  with  him,  of  the  cruel  trcnlnient  he  had 
IMKf  with  from  him,  and  of  the  excuse  by  which  he  h.id  csc.iped  from  his  fury. 

Sduhsunan,  who  was  the  more  grieved  at  this  circumstance,  as  he  had  always 

tta««d  ihe  pnncc  with  the  greatest  tendcniess,  wished  to  invcstij^atc  the  trutli  of 

Whanietf ;  he  repaired  to  the  tower,  and  took  the  grand  vizier  with  him.    Prince 

dsanlc&man   received  his  father  with  the  greatest  respect.    The  king  sat 

vlovE,  aad  having  made  the  prince  sit  next  him,  he  asked  him  many  questions. 

V*  «luch  be  replied  witli  perfect  good  sense  ;  and  from  time  to  time  be  looked 

V  6e  viiier,  as  if  to  say  that  the  prince  his  son  w-as  not  deranged  in  his  in* 

^dlKts^as  be  had  asserted,  btit  that  he  must  himself  be  deficient  in  this  respect 

U  loifth  the  king  mentioned  the  lady.    '*  My  son."  said  he, "  I  beg  you  to  tell 

■B  «)m>  thii  lady  is,  who.  they  say,  slept  with  vou  last  night."    "  Sire,''  replied 

Ciaudanun, "  I  entreat  your  majesty  not  to  add  to  the  vexation  I  have  already 
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encountered  on  this  subject :  rather  do  mc  the  fa\*our  to  beitow  her  m  me  is 

njomage.     Whatever  aversion  1  may  hitherto  have  evincr-;?  ~.en,tlas 

young  and  beautiful  litdy  has  so  charmed  me,  that  I  feel  r  i-nwia^ 

my  weakness.     I  am  ready  to  receive  her  from  your  h-m-..,  ......  ...^  deep— 

sense  of  my  obligation  to  yotL" 

King  Sciiahiaman  \^-as  thunderstruck  at  this  answer  from  the  prittce,  wMchaif 
it  appeared  to  turn, was  so  inconsistent  with  ihe  good  sense  he  had  %harini  iBMr- 
mrr  answers.  "  You  speak  to  me  in  a  way,  my  son."  said  he,  **  that  aatariAiK 
me  beyond  measure,  t  swear  to  you  by  the  crown  which  is  to  adorn  your  bra* 
when  i  shall  be  no  more,  that  1  know  nothing  of  (he  lady  you  talk  of.  I  hsrtt  an 
been  acces&oiy  lo  her  visit,  if  any  one  has  been  with  you  ;  but  ho«r  is  it  poaAb 
that  she  should  have  penetrated  into  this  tower  without  my  consent.'  Asiowfau 
my  grand  vizier  said  to  you,  he  only  invented  a  story  to  appease  you.  Il  SMtt 
have  been  a  dream  ;  recollect  yourself,  I  conjure  you.and  be  careful  to  axerttii 
the  fact." 

^  Sire,"  resumed  the  prince,  "  I  should  be  for  ever  unworthy  of  the  gooditMi 
of  your  majesty,  if  I  refused  to  gi^c  faith  to  the  solemn  assurance  you  have  wnm 
mc ;  but  1  request  you  to  have  the  patience  to  listen  to  me.  and  then  joqietf 
what  I  sliall  have  the  honour  of  relating  to  you  can  be  a  dream." 

Prince  Camanlzaman  then  told  the  king  his  father  in  what  manner  be  iMl 
waked  in  the  night.  He  gave  him  an  exaggerated  description  of  the  beauty  and 
charms  of  ihc  lady  he  had  found  by  his  side,  confessed  the  love  whidi  htA  ¥t 
insLintaneously  inRamed  his  breast,  and  rcLited  all  his  fniitlcss  eiuteMVOOnitt 
au-akcn  her.  He  did  not  even  conceal  what  had  made  him  awake,  and  tint  be 
fcli  asleep  again  after  he  had  made  the  exchan^  of  his  ring  for  that  of  the  Ivlr. 
When  he  concluded,  he  look  the  ring  from  his  finger,  and  presented  it  to  ihc 
king.  "  Sire,* added  he, "  mine  is  not  unknown  to  you,  for  you  nave  seen  H  %evtnl 
times.  After  this,  I  hope  you  will  be  comnnced  that  I  have  not  hm  my  MBiOt 
as  they  would  &in  persuade  you  is  the  case." 

The  king  was  su  luUy  convinced  of  the  truth  of  what  the  pnnce  had  recoottled 
to  him,  chat  he  had  nothing  to  reply.  Added  to  which,  his  axtooitfaaent  wai 
so  excessive  that  he  remained  a  considerable  time  incapable  of  uttering  ■  ringk 
word. 

The  prince  took  advantage  from  these  moments  of  silent  wonder.  "Sfn^' 
continued  he,** the  passion  I  feel  for  this  charming  person,  whose  predou*  imift 
Is  so  deeply  engraven  on  my  heart,  h.is  already  risen  to  so  violent  a  pitch,  tfast  I 
am  sure  I  nave  not  strength  to  endure  it.  I  humbly  supplicate  you  to  feci  ca^ 
passion  for  the  state  1  am  in,  and  to  procure  me  the  unspeakable  happineaaaf 
possessing  and  calling  her  mine." 

*'  After  what  I  have  now  heard,  mv  son,"  replied  King  Schahzanum,  **  and  «bit 
I  see  by  this  ring,  1  can  no  longer  doubt  the  reality  of  your  love,  and  thai  yn 
did  absolutely  sec  the  lady  who  ga\'c  birth  to  it  Would  Id  God  I  knew  her!  \m 
should  be  gratified  this  vcrv  day,  and  I  should  be  the  happiest  uf  fathers.  Bot 
where  am  I  to  seek  her  ?  How  and  bv  what  means  coutd  she  enter  here  wtibovl 
either  my  consent  or  knowledge.*  Why  did  she  come  only  to  5le«>  with  yoa,IO 
show  you  her  beauty,  to  inflame  you  with  love  while  she  slept,  ana  dtnpptar  u 
soon  as  ynu  fell  asleep  again  ?  I  cannot  comprehend  this  strange  advcnrutv,  and 
>  If  Heaven  does  not  assist  us,  it  will  be  the  means  of  reducing  \  ou  and  dm*  to  the 
crave."  He  then  took  the  prince  by  the  hand,  and  added  m  a  mournful  accent, 
^Cotne,  my  son.  let  us  go  and  mingle  our  lamentations  together;  yoo,  for  tovrof 
without  hope,  I, for  seeing  your  aifliction  without  possessing  the  mean* of  robc*- 
in^iL" 

bchahraman  took  the  prince  out  of  his  prison,  and  ronduried  him  to  the  palirce, 
where  the  )irin<  v,  quite  m  despair  at  feeling  so  violent  a  jiassi.xi  for  an  utlKndvti 
Zad.r,  i/isUnlly  took  lo  his  bed.    The  king  shut  himself  up  frum  all  todety  far 
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'■Weral  (bys  to  weep  \vith  his  son.  and  desisted  entirely  Irom  attending  to  the 
UsuJ  concerns  of  bis  kingdoii^ 

Hu  pnme  miii:Mer,  who  wds  the  only  one  Id  whom  he  had  allowed  free  cntmnce, 
^same  one  djiy  10  represent  to  him  that  his  whole  court,  as  well  as  the  people, 
>v-  1  -  irrnur  at  not  seeing  him  as  usual  administering  justice,  as  was  his 
«i  1.  and  that  he  would  not  be  answerable  for  the  discontents  and  dis- 

Oi„,,  „..iL  might  arise  in  consei^uence  of  his  seclusion.  "  I  entreat  yuur  majesty," 
OmiDued  he,  "to  pay  some  attention  10  these  compbints.  I  am  persuaded  that 
'y^oa  presence  only  ser^'cs  to  nouriah  the  afHiction  of  the  prince,  as  his  presence 
■ttnua  yours  ;  but  you  must  not  suffer  evcr)thing  to  £0  to  decay.  Allow  me 
fcoctiTiKiic  to  vo\i  to  remove  with  tlic  prince  to  the  castle  on  the  litUc  island  that 
>  -^  ice  from  the  port,  and  to  have  an  audience  twice  a  week  only. 

*^  !  Ill  oblige  yoii  to  quit  the  prince  occasionally,  while  the  beauty 

<^  liie  ipot.  tlie  delicious  air,  and  the  charming  prospects  of  the  surrounding 
^euitry  wiU  enable  him  lo  support  these  short  absences  with  more  patience." 

The  kin^  approved  of  this  advice,  and  as  soon  as  the  castle,  which  had  not 
%lecB  tnttabited  for  some  time,  was  furnished  and  prepared  for  his  reception,  he 
*«BOvcd  ihiiher  with  ihe  prince,  whom  he  never  left  except  for  the  two  stipulated 
"^pJitnci-i.  He  passed  the  rest  of  the  time  by  the  side  of  his  pillow,  sometimes 
^adeavnaring  to  console  him,  and  sometimes  sharing  his  afHiction. 

\^'^e  tbe»c  thin^  u-cre  passinj;  in  the  capital  of  Kin]^  Schahzaman,  the  two 
Dttnlkucb  and  Cs^hcasch,  liad  reconaucted  the  Princess  of  China  to  the 
whtfC  the  king  her  father  had  confined  her,  and  placed  her  in  her  bed. 
The  nevi  morning  when  she  awoke,  the  Princess  of  China  looked  about  on  each 
of  her.  and  when  she  perceived  tlial  Prince  Camamltaman  was  no  longer 
her,  she  called  her  women  in  a  voice  which  made  them  all  run  quickly  to 
•,  and  surround  her.  Her  nurse  approached  her  pillow,  and  asked  her  what 
desired,  and  if  anytliing  had  bef-illcn  her. 
•Ten  me,"  replied  the  princess.  "  what  is  become  of  the  young  man  who  slept 
^MA  me  last  nigni.  and  whom  1  love  so  tenderly."  "  My  princess,"  said  the  nurse, 
*'■!  ctnnot  comprehend  your  meining  unless  you  explam  yourself  more  clearly." 
The  Hex  IS,"  resumed  the  princess,  **  that  a  young  man,  of  the  most  beautiful 
~  elegant  form  that  can  be  conceived,  slept  by  my  side  last  night ;  1  caressed 
for  a  coosiflerablc  time,  and  did  all  1  could  to  wake  him,  without  e^ect  1 
^ik  TOO  where  he  is  ? " 

■  No  doubt  you  do  this  to  joke  us,  my  princess,"  replied  the  nurse  :  "  will  you 
gilene  to  rise  now  ?"  "  I  speak  seriously,"  said  the  princess,  "and  I  will  know 
'vriKf*  he  i«."  "  But,  my  acar  princess,"  rejoined  tne  nurse,  '*  you  were  alone 
'^■kenvcput  yotilobed  last  night,  and  no  one  has  entered  this  place  to  sleep  with 
3^00,  30.  least  that  we  know  of." 

like  Princess  of  China's  patience  was  quite  exhausted  ;  she  seized  her  nurse's 

Saod,  and  pave  her  repeated  slaps  and  blows.    "  Thou  shalt  tell  me.  thou  old 

^wA,"  cried  she,  "  or  I  will  murder  thee."     The  nurse  exerted  herself  lo  get  out 

nA  ber  lujads  ;  she  at  length  succeeded,  and  instantly  ran  to  find  the  Queen  of 

Onn,  the  mother  of  the  princess.     She  presented  herself  before  her,  with  tears 

«■  her  eye*,  and  her  face  swelled  and  disfigured  ;  this  excited  ijreat  surprise  in 

Ikt  queen,  who  inquired  what  was  the  cause  of  her  being  in  such  a  condition. 

'Madarn,''  said  the  nurse^  "you  sec  the  cflects  of  the  treatment  I  have  just 
lacm'ed  frcini  the  prince^u  ;  she  would  have  destroyed  me  entirely  if  I  had  not 
■taped  as  1  did."    She  then  related  to  her  the  cause  of  her  anger,  and  subse- 
^m  riolcnt  behaviour,  at  which  the  queen  was  no  less  surprised  than  afflicted. 
*ec,  madam,"  added  she.  "  that  the  princess  is  out  of  her  senses,     You 
of  it  yourself,  if  you  will  take  the  trouble  of  tuning  to  see  her." 
_  of  China  was*  too  tenderly  atLiched  to  her  daughter  not  to  feel 

p "if  Iffy  interested  in  what  she  had  ju.st  heard  from  the  nurse,  and  immediately 
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went  10  the  princess.  She  seated  herself  next  her  when  she  got  into  the  apart* 
ment  where  she  was  conttncd,  and  after  havine  intjuircd  if  she  was  in  good  healtk, 
she  asked  her  what  subject  for  discontent  she  had  with  her  nurse  to  indvce  bo* 
to  treat  her  so  cruelly  as  she  had  done.  "  Indeed,  my  daughter,"  said  shc^'yM 
acted  wrong,  and  a  princess  of  your  rank  ought  never  to  suner  herKlf  to  be  fom 
away  by  passion  as  to  commit  such  excesses." 

"  Madam,"  replied  the  princess,  ^  I  plainly  perceive  that  your  majesty  ate  a 
come  to  mock  me  ;  but  I  sulenmly  declare  that  1  sliall  hAve  neither  peace  Mr 
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rest  till  I  have  married  the  amiable  and  charming  youth  who  slept  with  me  Inl 
night.    You  certainly  must  know  who  he  ii,  and  I  beg  you  will  let  hizn 
again." 

"  My  dear  daughter,"  replied  tlic  queen,  "  you  astonish  me.  and  1 
understand  what  you  mean.  The  princess  forgot  the  respect  she  ow«l  to  kar 
mother,  and  answered,  "  Madam,  the  king  my  father  and  you  have  piiwcuwJ 
me  for  some  time,  to  compel  me  to  marr>'  when  I  had  no  wish  of  cbai^giac  aif 
state ;  this  wish  has  at  length  taken  possession  of  my  breast,  and  I  trill  ahwlnlriy 
either  marr>-  the  young  m.an  1  told  you  of  or  kill  myscit" 

The  queen  attempted  to  succeed  by  gentle  methods.  "  You  well  knowi  BT 
dear  child,"  said  she, "  that  you  are  alone  in  your  chamber,  and  that  no  msa  czi 
possibly  enter  it."  But  instead  of  listening  to.  the  pnncess  tntenuptod  her,  ad 
was  guilty  of  such  extravagant  excesses,  that  the  queen  was  obligeu  to  kaK  her 
to  indulge  her  grief,  and  acquaint  ihc  king  with  wliat  bad  haptiened. 

The  Kinj;  of  China  wished  tube  pcrsoniiily  convinced  of  the  truth  of  ihistwi- 
ness.  He  therefore  immediately  repaired  to  the  apartntent  of  the  prince«^«ad 
asked  her  if  wh.^t  he  had  been  informed  of  was  true.  "  Sire."  rt^hod  ibe. '  ks 
us  not  talk  of  that ;  only  do  me  ilie  favour  to  suffer  the  husband  who  altpc  vil^ 
me  last  night  to  return  to  me." 

"What  1"  exclaimed  the  king,  "has  any  one  slept  with  yoo  the  hut  nigbt?' 
"  How  can  you  ask  me,  sire,  if  any  one  slept  with  me : "  interrupted  the  prtocest, 
without  allowinjt  him  time  to  contmuc  ;  "  your  majesty  cannot  oe  ignuram  (/  it 
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^e  ti  i]i«  handsomest  young  man  that  was  e\'er  beheld  under  heaven.    I  entreat 

^  10  tend  him  to  me  again  ;  do  not  refuse  me,  I  conjure  you.     That  your 

^^tHOty  may  ooi  entenain  any  doubts  of  my  having  seen  this  youth,"  added  she, 

<E  ny  having  slept  vith  him,  caressed  him,  used  every  etfon  to  awnken  him 

^idwut  success,  look  if  you  please  at  this  ring."  She  held  our  her  hand,  and  the 

-'Ciq;  of  China  knew  nut  what  to  think  when  he  perceived  that  it  ^vas  the  ring  of 

^  ssuL     Bui  an  be  could  not  comprehend  the  least  what  she  said,  and  he  had 

^ntdJMA  her  originally  because  she  was  mad,  he  now  thought  her  still  worse  than 

JNiftffc     So  without  saying  anything  more  to  her,  lest  he  should  enrage  her  to 

**niwil  violence  on  her  own  person,  or  on  any  one  who  might  approach  her,  he 

'kad  Imt  chained  and  more  closely  conAncd,  and  ordered  that  no  one  except  her 

Sk-itne  fthould  attend  her,  and  that  a  strong  guard  should  be  placed  at  her  door. 

The  King  of  China,  quite  inconsolable  for  the  misfortune  that  had  befallen 

"*>>e  princesj  bis  daughter,  which  he  believed  to  be  madness,  considered  what 

SKMDods  should  be  taken  lo  effect  her  recovery.     He  assembled  his  council,  and 

^tt^ter  having  made  known  the  suite  in  which  sne  was,  he  added."  If  any  one  who 

^^berc  preient  is  sufficiently  <^kilful  to  undertake  her  cure,  and  succeeds,  I  will 

Wbvjuim  her  on  him  in  marriage,  and  will  make  him  the  heir  of  my  crown  and 

ions." 

Tlie  desire  of  possessing  so  beautiful  a  princess,  together  with  the  hope  of 

at  some  fiiturc  period  so  large  and  powerful  a  kingdom  as  that  of 

made  a  strong  impression  on  the  mind  of  an  emir  who  was  present, 

_    he  was  already  far  ad^-anced  in  years.    As  he  was  weM  skilled  in  magic, 

:  tetercd  himself  that  he  should  succeed,  and  therefore  offered  his  sen'ices  to 

K  kiag.    **  1  consent,"  replied  the  monarch ;  "  but  1  must  lirst  inform  you  that 

is  Ml  coaditioa  of  jtiur  losing  your  head  if  you  do  not  succeed :  it  would  not  be 

iir  Ihat  jrou  should  be  able  to  ac^juire  so  great  and  enviable  a  recompense  with- 

■  any  risk  on  yonr  part.    What  1  propose  to  you  will  in  the  same  way  be  pro- 

to  aD  who  shall  present  themselves  after  you,  in  case  you  do  not  agree  to 

Vte  oondition,  or  do  not  succeed." 

Hk  emir  accepted  the  proposal,  and  the  king  himself  conducted  him  to  the 
^^Vtment  of  his  dau^^hter.  '1  he  princess  cu%'crcd  her  face  as  soon  as  she  per- 
*irred  ibe  emir.  "  Sire,""  said  she,  "your  majesty  surprises  me,  by  bringing  mto 
"■nr  presence  a  man  who  is  unknown  to  me,  and  to  whom,  as  you  well  Imuw,  our 
Wiy  retigton  forbids  me  to  expose  myself."  "  My  daughter,"  replied  the  king, 
da  noc  BulTer  your  delicacy  to  be  wounded  by  his  presence ;  he  is  one  of  my 
,  who  re<iuests  you  in  m.irriage."  "  Sire,''  resumed  she,  "  this  is  not  the 
Dd  you  have  .ilirady  bestowed  on  me,  whose  faith  is  pledged  to  me  by  the 
^■r  I  wear:  he  not  offended  if  1  refuse  to  accept  any  other." 

ibc onir  expected  to  tind  the  prmcess  committing  violent  actions  and  saying 
It  tfamg&.  He  WAS  much  surprised  to  find  her  collected  and  tranquil, 
tD  bear  her  utter  such  good  sense :  he  therefore  was  soon  convinced  that  she 
%id  no  other  madness  than  a  strong  attachment  (o  some  object  who  had  engaged 
^•rkwc  He  did  not,  however,  dare  to  explain  his  real  sentiments  to  the  king,  for 
^•eoukt  not  tiavc  endured  the  idea  that  his  daughter  had  bestowed  her  hctrt  on 
^■jr  atlier  than  the  man  whom  he  should  present  to  her.  "  l!ut,"  said  the  emir, 
laruiU  atiiig  himself  at  the  feet  of  the  king. "  sire,  after  what  I  have  just  heard  from 
^|ke  fipa  of  the  princess,  it  would  be  useless  for  me  to  undertake  to  cure  her.  I 
no  mncdics  that  can  be  of  any  service  to  her  disease ;  my  life,  therefore,  ia 
ifcc  dbposal  of  >'our  majesty."  The  king,  irriuted  by  this  avowal  of  inability 
I  the  cnrir,  and  by  the  trouble  he  had  occasioned  him,  ordered  his  head  to  be 
■  off. 
Same  <la>-s  after  this,  that  he  might  not  ha%'e  to  reproach  himself  with  having 
Effected  anythtog  that  could  conduce  lo  the  recovery  of  the  princess,  this 
Murdi  ordered  it  to  be  proclaimed  in  his  capital,  that  if  there  were  any  phy- 
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stdan.  astrologer,  or  TTvigici.in  inhabiting  it,  who  wu  suAidcntlv  expeneac«l  ii 
his  pmressian  (n  restore  her  to  her  senses,  he  miRht  present  uimsetf  for  Umi 
purpose,  on  the  before-menttDncd  penalty  of  lo^me  ht&  hca.d  if  be  £uled  in  Ukt 
attempt.  He  sent  an  order  to  have  tlie  same  proclamation  published  ui  all  the 
principal  towns  in  his  dominigns,  and  also  in  the  courts  of  Uic  nc^hfaoBiMn 
princes. 

I1ic  ^rst  who  presented  hJniscir  was  an  astrologer  and  nu^^cian,  wbon  ihi 
Icing  ordered  to  be  conducted  to  the  prison  of  the  princess  by  an  amuch.  TW 
astrologer  drew  out  from  \  Itttic  bag  which  he  hud  brought  under  hi>  am,  aaa»- 
trolabe,  a  small  globe,  a  ch.i ling-dish,  vanr>us  kinds  of  drugs  proper  for  fafnigiuio^ 
a  copper  vessel,  together  with  several  otlier  ihing$,  and  he  desired  to  have  mmc 
ftre^ 

The  Princess  of  China  asked  the  meaning  of  all  this  appAiuus.  "  PvinccMt* 
said  the  eunuch,  **  it  is  to  conjure  the  evil  spirit  itut  posscises  you.  confine  Ub 
in  this  copper  vessel,  and  throw  him  into  the  sea." 

"  Cursed  astrologer,"  cried  the  princess,  "■  know  that  I  WTint  none  of  that  fn- 
parations ;  I  am  pufectly  m  my  senses,  and  it  is  thou  who  an  nud.  If  thy  poacr 
extends  thus  far,  bring  me  only  him  1  luve,  and  thou  witt  serve  and  oblige  me  be* 
yond  expression. "  **  If  that  is  the  case,"  replietl  the  astiolojier.  "  I  can  be  a£  ■§ 
use,  princess ;  the  king  your  father  can  alone  give  you  relief. '  He  ttwn  Rpiaaod 
in  his  lug  All  that  he  had  t.iken  nut,  truly  morlitied  at  having  so  inrnaailt 
rately  undertaken  to  cure  an  imagirury  disease. 

When  the  eunuch  had  reconducted  the  astrologer  before  the  Kit^  of  Chiai, 
he  did  not  wait  for  the  eunuch  to  speak  to  the  kmg,  but  be  addressed  hjnadf 
immediately  to  him.  "Sire,"  said  he,  in  a  hrm  tone,  "yoar  tnajesty  publnlwdiE 
to  the  world,  and  confirmed  me  also  in  opinion,  that  the  princess  your  '^■vfitutT 
was  mad ;  and  I  had  no  doubt  of  being  able  to  restore  her  to  her  Mn«t»  by 
means  oi  the  secrets  I  am  acquainted  with  ;  but  1  was  not  long  witb  her ' 
I  was  convinced  that  her  only  malady  is  violent  love,  and  my  art  does  not  < 
so  far  as  to  cure  lovc-sickncss  :  your  majesty  can  prescribe  the  rcmady  t  _ ._. 
than  any  one,  if  you  will  please  to  give  her  the  husnuid  she  wishes."  Tne  ktaft 
enraged  by  what  he  supposed  to  be  insolence  in  the  astrologer,  ItniTVnrtiiti^ 
commanded  his  head  to  be  struck  otT. 

But,  not  to  weary  your  majesty  with  so  many  repetitions,  I  will  o«ily  « 
what  with  astrologers,  physicians,  and  magicians  one  hundred  and  tifty 
sively  presented  themselves,  and  shared  the  same  fate,  and  their  heads 
ranged  over  each  gate  of  the  city. 

The  nurse  of  the  Princess  of  China  had  a  son,  named  Morxavan,  the  fatBO- 
brother  of  the  princess,  whom  she  nursed  and  brought  up  with  her.  T}^ 
fiicndship,  during  their  infancy,  had  been  so  intimate,  that  they  treatod  caci 
otiier  as  brother  and  sister  as  long  ns  they  lived  together,  and  even  after 
mote  advanced  a^  obliged  them  to  be  separated. 

Among  the  various  sciences  which  Mar/avon  had  cultivated  from  hts  i 
youth,  his  inclination  liad  led  him  more  particularly  to  the  study  of  judicial ; 
ttology,  geoniancy,  and  other  secret  sciences,  in  all  of  which  he  tutd  nuMle  i 
siderable  proiiciency.  Not  satisfied  with  the  infonnaiion  he  could  obuta  Iraa 
the  rrusten>  under  whose  tuition  he  was,  he  began  to  travel  as  sooa  as  facUt 
himself  sufficiently  strong  to  bear  the  fatigue.  There  was  no  one  ceiebrmCBd  Cgr 
learning  in  any  science  or  art  whom  he  did  not  seek,  even  in  the  OMMt  dtuaac 
counuries,  and  continue  to  associate  with,  until  he  had  gained  all  the  utfomkiite 
be  required. 

After  an  absence  of  several  >'cars,  Marzavan  at  length  returned  to  tho  ca|Btri 
of  Chirux  The  heads,  which  he  observed  ranged  over  the  gate  at  which  hecMOtd 
the  city,  surprised  him  very  much.  As  soon  as  he  was  arrived  ai  his  hooM^  be 
inquired  tlte  reason  of  their  being  placed  there  ;  but,  above  all,  he  was  Mudoas  lu 
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t«  inlanned  of  the  health  of  ihe  prince&s  tua  foster-stsur,  whom  he  had  not  for- 

SHten.    As  the  .inswer  to  his  Ar^t  question  imphcd  that  to  his  second  al$o,  he 

*a$ioofi  made  acquainted  with  what  occasioned  him  much  pain  ;  but  he  waited 

&)r  kis  mother,  tbc  princess's  nurse,  tu  gi\i:  him  full  information  of  the  whole 

*3ba.    Although  she  was  %o  much  engaged  in  her  attendance  on  the  princess, 

yvi  she  tiad  no  sooner  leatnt  the  arrival  of  her  beloved  son,  than  she  contrived 

tvtoalauay  10  embrace  and  pass  a  fctv  moments  with  him.    After  having  rdated 

K«Uin,u-ilh  tears  in  her  eyes,  the  pitiable  state  the  princes*  was  reduced  to,  and 

CittFCUun  why  the  King  of  China  tiad  ordered  her  to  be  thus  treated,  Marzavan 

'%atail  her  if  she  could  not  procure  him  a  secret  inier\-ic;w  without  the  knowledge 

Q^  {fao  king.     The  nurse  meditated  for  some  minutes  ;  she  then  said,  **  I  cannot 

Sayanything  to  such  a  proposition  ai  present,  but  expect  me  to-morrow  at  this 

ttatf,  and  1  u-ill  give  vou  an  answer." 

As  Qo  one  except  ttie  nurie  had  access  to  the  apartment  of  the  princess,  with- 
«3«t  first  obtaining  permission  of  the  eunuch  who  commanded  the  guard  at  the 
door,  the  nuTK,  luiuwing  that  he  had  been  only  lately  appointed  to  that  office, 
41m1  «ra.s  ignorani  of  what  had  previously  taken  place  at  court,  addressed  herself 
^fatm.  -  Vou  know,"  said  she,  "  that  1  have  nursed  and  brought  up  the  prin- 
^aufrom  her  earUe&t  infancy  \  but  perhaps  you  do  not  also  know  that  I  nursed 
•*4u£bier  of  my  own  at  the  same  tune,  who  was  of  the  same  age.  She  is  lately 
^Hrried,  and  the  princess,  who  still  does  her  the  honour  of  feeling  attached  to 
^v,de*ires  to  sec  her;  but  she  wishes  .in  inter\'iew,  could  it  be  contrived, with- 
out an>'  one  seeing  her  come  in  or  go  out." 

Tbc  nunc  was  gomg  to  add  mure,  but  the  eunuch  stopped  her.    "  Enough," 
%tiA  be  ;  **  1  will  always,  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  do  everything  in  my  power 
the  princess  :  you  may  either  tell  your  daughter  to  come,  ur  go  your^lf 
ct  her  hither  at  night,  after  the  king  has  retu-cd  ;  the  door  shail  be  open 
As  soon  as  night  came  on,  the  nurse  went  to  her  son  ^tanavan.    She 
iicd  him  in  woman's  clothes,  so  that  no  one  could  ha\c  discovered  him  to 
r  the  other  sex,  and  took  him  with  her.     The  eunuch,  who  had  no  suspicion 
be  «F3S  not  her  dau^'htcr,  opened  the  door  and  let  them  both  go  in. 
Belbre  she  presented  Maruvan  to  the  princess,  the  nurse  went  to  her.  "  ftladara," 
>i-!  *''-  -'*■'-  ■    not  a  Hoiuan  whom  you  see  ;  it  is  my  son  Manavan,  who  is  just 
tavcls,  and  whom  I  have  found  means  to  introduce  into  your 

.....^d  by  this  dress.     I  hope  you  will  not  refuse  him  the  honour  of 

his  rcspKCts  to  you." 

name  of  Marzavan  the  princess  expressed  great  ^o)'.    "  Come  forward, 

cried  she  to  Marzavan, ''  and  take  off  that  veil ;  it  is  not  forbidden  to  a 

and  sister  to  sec  each  other  uncovered."  Marzavan  saluted  her  with  great 

;  but  witli"ut  allowing  him  time  to  say  anything,  "  I  am  delighted,"  coo- 

tbc  princess, "  10  sec  you  again  in  sucli  healili  after  an  absence  of  so  many 

,  daring  which  time  no  one  ever  received  any  intelligence  from  you,iuy,  not 

i«B  your  good  imiiher." 

*  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  your  kindness,  my  princess,'  replied  Mar- 

Mvaa.     "  I  expected  and  hoped  on  my  arrival  to  receive  better  accounts  of  you 

%kua  those  I  have  heard,  and  which  1  witness  the  truth  of  with  the  greatest  af^ic- 

tBSL    1  feel  ver>-  happy,  however,  tliat  after  the  repeated  failure  of  so  many  others, 

I  an  arrived  in  time  to  administer  the  remedy  you  arc  in  need  of  for  your  dis- 

M^kr.    If  I  fehould  derive  no  oUicr  ad%-antage  of  my  studies  and  travels  than  that 

irf  bang  instrumental  to  your  recover)-,  I  should  deem  it  sufficient  recomnensc." 

At  he  uttCTcd  these  words.  Marzavan  drew  out  a  bouk  and  other  things  ne  h.ad 

himself  with,  which  he  supposed  would  be  neccss.-ir) ,  from  the  .iccounts 

itrhad  given  hiinof  the  indisposition  of  the  princess.    She  no  sooner  pcr- 

thrac  fH-eparations.  llian  she  exclainied,"What,  brother!  arc  you  too  of  the 

Mmbcs  of  those  who  imagine  Uiai  I  am  mad?  Listen  tome,aad  bcundecci^-ed." 
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The  princess  then  related  to  Mamvnn  all  her  hision,'.  witlioui  omininf  ilw 
most  iritlmi;  circumstance,  nor  even  that  of  the  ring  which  h.i(l  been  exchuqced 
for  hers,  and  which  she  showed  him.  "  I  have  disguised  nothing  from  yoo,"  o»- 
tinucd  ^he:  "in  whnt  I  have  told  you,  I  acknowTcdj^e  that  U:crc  is  sotnetlui^ 
mvstcnuu^,  which  I  cannot  cotnprchcnd.and  leads  them  all  to  suppose  Uut  I  un 
not  in  my  ri};h(  senses  ;  Uut  they  pay  no  attention  to  the  other  circiumuaccs, 
which  ate  exactly  as  I  have  related." 

When  the  i)rince'»s  bad  ceased  speaking,  Marzavan,  whoK'as  filled  wttb  woikdct 
and  astonishment,  remained  for  some  lime  with  his  eves  fixed  on  (he  groimd,Bnd 
unable  to  pronounce  a  sylLiblc.  At  length,  raising  fcis  head,  he  said,  "  !£,  pr»- 
cess,  what  you  have  now  told  me  ht  true,  as  indeed  1  am  ]ler^uaded  It  is.  I  da 
not  despair  of  procuring  you  the  gratification  you  so  anxiously  desire.  I  only 
entreat  vtvu  to  arm  yourielif  with  patience  for  some  time  longer,  until  1  shall  have 
visited  Uiose  countries  nhich  I  have  not  yet  been  in:  wbcoyouhcarof  myrctunt. 
be  assured  tliat  he  furwhom  you  now  sigh  with  so  much  love  and  tenderitea*  «il 
not  be  very  distant  from  you."  Having  said  this,  Marcavan  took  his  leave  a(  Ae 
princess,  and  set  out  un  the  following  day. 

Marravan  (ravelled  from  city  to  city,  from  province  to  province,  nnd  from  MmJ 
to  island.  Wherever  he  went.  I^c  heard  of  nothing  but  the  Princess  Badourm  (tins 
was  the  Princess  of  China  called),  and  of  her  extraordinary  hi5ior>\  A!  ifaeci- 
piration  of  four  months  our  traveller  arrived  at  Torf,  a  larRc  and  populous  man- 
time  town,  where  he  no  longer  he.ard  of  the  Princess  Uadoura.  but  eveiy  one  vsi 
talking  of  Prince  Camaraliaman.u-ho  was  said  to  be  ill,  and  whose  history  wnntailf 
similar  to  that  of  the  Princess  of  China.  Marcavan  experienced  a  tnuuportM 
joy  that  cannot  be  described  :  he  inquired  in  what  part  of  the  world  this  prittCe 
resided,  and  he  was  told  the  place.  There  were  two  ways  to  it,  one  hy  laoid  «rf 
the  other  by  sea,  the  latter  of  which  was  the  shortest  Marzavan  chose  thb,  and 
embarked  in  a  merchant  vessel,  which  bad  a  good  voyage  tilt  writhin  sisht  air  the 
capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Schahzaman.  But  unfortunately,  through  Ine  mtski^ 
fulness  of  the  pilot,  as  the  vessel  va-i  entering  the  harbour,  it  struck  on  a  rode, 
went  to  pieces,  and  sank  just  in  sight  of  tlie  castle  in  which  Prince  Camanib»- 
m.in  passed  his  life,  and  where  his  father,  King  Schahiaman,  w.xs  at  that  cnomcM 
conversing  with  his  grand  viiier. 

Marza^-an  could  swim  extremely  well  ;  he  therefore  did  not  hesitate  to  thro* 
himself  into  the  sea,  and  he  steered  hts  course  to  the  castle  of  King  Schafaanaiii 
where  he  was  well  received,  and  c\'cry  assistance  given  him,  accordine  to  tkl 
orders  of  the  grand  vizier,  who  had  received  the  king's  cotninands  s<*  to  aa  H« 
had  his  dress  changed,  and  was  treated  with  the  greatest  kindness  :  when  be  hid 
recoverctl  from  his  fatigue,  he  was  conducted  before  the  grand  viiier,  who  had 
desired  to  see  him. 

As  Maraavan  was  a  youth  of  a  good  person  and  engn^ng  air,  this  nilalsMr 
treated  him  with  the  utmost  civility  on  rccei^-inghim.  and  soon  conceii-wl  afnH 
esteem  for  him.  from  the  sensible  and  proper  answers  he  made  to  all  thcqunbOBi 
he  asked  him  ;  he  discovered  almost  insensibly  that  he  had  niimberiess  «oafC(n 
of  information.  At  length  he  could  not  refrain  from  sajHng  to  him,  "  I  pbnif 
perceive  from  conx'ersing  niih  \'ou,  that  you  are  not  a  man  of  commoo  undrr- 
sianding ;  would  to  Cod  that  in  the  course  of  your  travels  you  had  leamnl  smt 
secret  that  could  cure  a  >-oung  man  whose  illness  has  plunged  this  conn  in  the 
decDCSl  affliction  for  some  time  past* 

Marzavan  replied  that  if  he  were  made  acquainted  with  the  disease  which  t^ 
person  was  labouring  under,  pcrliaus  he  might  be  able  lo  find  a  remedy  fcir  it 
The  grand  vizier  then  explained  to  Marzavan  the  stale  in  which  Priiux  Camacal- 
laman  was,  taking  up  his  histor)'  ftiim  the  very  beginning.  He  conccaJed  IK^ 
thing  from  him — his  so -much -wished -for  birth,  his  education,  the  desire  of  Usf 
Schahiaman  to  see  him  married  at  an  early  age,  the  extraordinary  avmioa  A* 
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E':nce  tud  shown  to  enter  into  an  cn^^.i^cment  of  so  serious  a  nature,  hi&  be- 
Tjour  beforcihc  council,  his  subscqucnl  nnpriionincnt,  tlic  exiravngant  excesses 
be  coounittcd  in  prison,  which  had  suddenly  changed  into  a  violent  love  for  an 
uaktiown  ];idy,  for  which  there  was  no  other  foundation  ihun  a  ring,  which,  as  the 
prinrt  pretended,  had  bctonjied  to  this  lady,  who  perhaps  was  not  in  existence  ; 
■  <^\,  the  viiier  reUtc*!  every  circumstance  with  the  most  faithful  exactness. 
';  1^  account  gave  Manavan  the  greatest  joy.     He  felt  convinced  beyond 
(k<iUj(  that  Hrincc  Camaralzaman  was  the  person  with  whom  the  Princess  of 
Chioa  was  so  deeply  eruimoured.  and  that  this  princess  was  no  less  the  object  of 
''  '    irdent  vows.     He  did  not  mention  his  thoughts  to  the  grand  vider  ; 

;  :o  him,  ih.it  if  he  saw  the  pnncc,  he  should  be  better  able  to  judge 

I'.Mics  it  might  be  necessary  to  administer.  "  Follow  me,"  said  the  vizier  ; 

'   '1  •tilt  nnd  the  king  with  him,  who  has  already  expressed  a  wish  of  seeing 

Tbe  fint  thing  that  met  the  eyes  of  Marzavan,  when  he  entered  the  chamber, 
vutbe  ^rure  of  the  prince  lying  in  his  bed,  with  a  languishing  air  and  his  eyes 
vioMd.  NotwilhsLinding  the  situation  in  which  he  found  him,  and  regardless  of 
}h»g  Schah«aman,  nhu  w.^s  seated  by  the  side  of  the  bed,  as  well  as  of  the 
{race,  whom  such  an  exclamation  might  have  alarmed  and  agiiatctl,  he  cried, 
"Havens  !  noOiing  on  earth  can  bear  a  stronger  resemblance."  He  meant  the 
(GMiDblance  lo  the  Fnncess  of  China,  for,  in  fact,  there  was  a  great  similitude  in 
ter  features. 

These  words  of  Marzavan  excited  the  curiosity  of  Prince  Camaralzaman,  who 
^Qed  his  eyes  and  looked  at  him.  Marzavan,  who  had  great  quickness  of  in- 
ki  took  advanuge  of  this  moment,  and  inst.antly  repealed  some  extempore 


■MlpUracntary  verses,  although  in  so  mysterious  a  sense  that  the  king  nnd  grand 
^iovdid  not  comprehend  the  meaning  of  them.  He  so  well  explained  what  had 
^neocd  to  him  with  the  Princess  of  ChinOf  that  the  prince  entertained  no 
dOBOC  of  his  knowing  her  and  being  able  lo  give  him  some  information  respect- 
ing bcr  ;  and  he  felt  a  degree  of  juy  at  the  hope  of  hearing  of  her,  that  soon  dis- 
(hqnd  itself  in  his  eyes  and  countenance.  When  Mariavan  had  fmished  his 
^■■ffimcni,  the  prince  took  the  liberty  of  nviking  signs  to  his  father  to  rise  from 
HBmi,  And  permit  Marzav.in  to  take  his  places 

Tht  kin^,  dehghted  to  see  in  his  son  a  diange  which  flattered  him  with  hope, 

■UM^and  tkkmg  Marza\-an  by  the  hand,  obliged  him  to  sit  down  in  the  place  he 

Ind  jm.  qnittcti.    Me  asked  him  who  he  was  and  from  wliencc  he  came  ;  and 

^ftet  Mamvan  had  replied  diat  he  was  a  subject  of  the  King  of  China,  and  that 

%■  «tt  then  coiDC  from  his  dconinions,  "  God  grantj"  said  the  king  to  him,  *'  that 

'^m  mty  icstore  my  son  to  health,  and  di\ert  his  mmd  from  the  profound  meUn- 

^Aol^in  which  it  is  absorbed;  my  obligations  to  you  will  be  without  bounds,  and 

Vkc  proofs  of  my  gratitude  shall  be  so  extensive  that  the  whole  world  shall  know 

Vhit  ao  service  was  ever  before  so  richly  recompensed."    As  he  concluded  these 

,  be  left  the  prince  at  hberty  to  converse  with  Mana\-an,  whilst  he  was  rc- 

_  wnb  his  grand  vuicr  at  so  fortunate  an  occurrence. 

MvaiT&n  approached  very  close  to  Prince  Camaralzatnan,  and  speaking  to  him 

hslnr  Ttrice,  **  Prince,"  said  he,  "  the  time  is  come  that  you  should  cease  to 

■Hct  yowraetf  so  pitcously.    The  lady  for  whom  you  suffer  is  well  known  to  mc ; 

At  b  the  Princess  Badoura.  daughter  of  the  King  of  China,  whose  name  is 

C«k«r.     I  am  certain  of  the  fact,  ^om  what  she  h.as  herself  related  to  me  of  her 

and  from  what  I  have  already  learned  of  yours.    The  princess  does 

.  fiDin  love  of  you  th.in  you  do  from  your  affection  towards  her."   I  le 

An  ntafed  all  that  he  knew  of  the  history  of  the  princess  since  the  fatal  night 

if  iWr  abaosx  incredible  interview ;  he  did  not  omit  also  to  inform  him  of  the 

fmb^oDBSt  bifficted,  by  order  of  the  Kjng  of  China,  on  all  those  who  undertook 

to  atn  the  Princcu  fiadouni  of  her  supposed  madness,  when  they  failed  of 
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surccss,  "  You  are  the  only  one,"continiied  he,  '*  who  can  accomplish  her  perfeci 
recovery,  and  you  may  therefore  present  yourself  for  that  purpose  mihout  (en  of 
incurring  Uic  dreadful  penally.  Itut  IWore  you  can  undertake  so  Iod^  a  joomey, 
j^ou  must  be  in  good  health  yourself;  w-c  will  then  take  tlic  necessary  meajurca 
lor  the  pcrfonnince  of  iu  Endeavour,  therefore,  w  regain  >-aur  strength  as 
quickly  as  possible." 

This  discourse  of  Maizavan  instantly  produced  a  wonderful  effect.  Pifoct 
Camaralzam.in  was  so  comforted  by  the  hope  which  had  just  been  pound  iMo 
his  bosom,  that  he  fell  sufficiently  strong  to  get  up,  and  he  entreated  the  kinc  tea 
father  to  permit  him  to  dress  himself,  with  an  air  and  countenance  wfiich  gnt 
him  inexpressible  joy. 

The  king  embraced  M.-irzav-an  to  express  his  thanks,  without  inaoirinc 
means  by  which  &a  surprisinf;  a  change  wai  insuntaneously  eflccieOr  and  i 
mediately  went  out  of  the  room  vnih  the  grand  viiicr,  to  proclaim  this 
intelligence.  He  ordered  public  rejoicings  for  5c\'eral  days  :  he  distributed  , 
sents  to  bis  officers  and  the  populace,  gave  alms  to  the  poor,  and  had  all  prisonss 
set  at  liberty.  In  short,  nothing  but  joy  and  mirtli  reigned  in  lite  capital*  nd 
which  very  soon  spread  its  influence  inroughout  the  dominions  of  King  SckdHft* 
man. 

I'rince  Cam.inilzaman,  who  felt  extremely  n'e.ikened  bv  continual  waM  (tf 
sleep,  and  by  his  long  al>stinence  from  almost  all  kinds  of  iood,  soon  tcconxcd 
bis  usual  health.  He  no  sooner  found  himself  sufhcientlv  re-cstabbilied  tvba 
able  to  suppoa  the  fatigue  of  so  long  a  journey,  than  he  took  Manavan  bk  whwf^ 
and  said  to  him,  "  My  dear  Marxavnn,  it  is  now  time  to  pat  in  executiOD  UW  pm> 
mise  you  have  made  mc.  The  impatience  I  feel  to  see  this  charrainff  pfiac— ( 
and  to  put  an  end  to  the  singular  torments  she  endures  for  my  sake,  would  aacn, 
I  plainly  feci,  reduce  mc  to  the  state  in  which  you  Arst  saw  roe,  if  we  vcrv  not  lo 
set  out  immediately.  Une  circumstance  alone  afflicts  me,  and  mokes  me  fat 
there  may  be  delay— that  is,  the  tender  affection  of  my  father,  who  will  nawor  fel 
able  to  grant  mc  permission  to  leave  him.  This  will  drive  mc  to  despair  tf  |n 
cannot  devise  seme  scheme  to  obviate  it.  You  see  that  he  will  ne^'crndivat 
to  be  out  of  his  sight."  Tlie  prince  could  not  refrain  from  tears  as  tie  ptowwMOpt, 
these  last  words.  "" 

**  Prince,"  replied  Mat7a\-nn.  **  I  have  before  now  foreseen  the  great 
you  mention  ;  it  remains  with  me  to  act  so  that  he  will  not  prevent  our  „_ 
The  OTiginal  intention  of  my  journey  was  to  procure  remission  of  ber  griai 
sufferings  to  the  Princess  of  China,  which  I  owed  to  the  mutual  fricnd^ip 
has  united  us  almost  from  our  birth,  and  to  the  zeal  and  affection  «ritb  wT  ' 
is  my  duty  to  scrx-c  her.  I  should  fail  in  tltnt  duty  were  I  to  negicct  any 
of  obtaining  consolation  for  her,  and  for  you  at  tlie  same  time,  if  I  did  nm  an- 
ploy  all  the  address  I  am  capable  of  for  thai  purpose.  He.ir,  then,  wbu  I  lM*t 
conceived  to  obviate  the  difficulty  ofobl.tinmg  the  king's  permission  toaccoai|IA 
what  wc  both  so  earnestly  desire.  You  have  not  yet  been  out  sinot  1  wcmi 
here  ;  express  to  liini  a  wish  to  take  some  exercise,  and  ask  his  leave  to  go  oat 
tittle  hunting  excursion  for  two  or  three  da^-s  with  me.  lltere  is  no  reason  la  Mfk* 
pose  he  will  refuse  you.  When  he  has  granted  your  request,  you  will  give  cndcn 
to  have  two  good  horses  ready  for  each — one  to  hde  on,  the  other  foe  reUjr;  a*i 
leave  the  rest  to  me." 

The  next  day  I'rince  Camaraliaman  watched  his  opportunity;  he  Cold  the  loac 
his  father  how  much  he  wished  to  take  an  airing,  and  begged  him  to  allov  hiei 
to  hunt  for  a  day  or  two,  with  Marzn\-an.  "  I  do  not  object  to  it,"  replied  tbe  kj^f. 
"provided,  however,  that  you  promise  me  not  to  remain  mit  longerinan  oae  iiidB. 
Too  much  exercise  at  lirst  might  be  injurious,  and  a  lunger  absence  woaU  be 
painful  to  me."  The  king  then  gave  orders  fur  the  best  horses  lo  bo  cbiiMn  tar 
Iiimf  and  took  care  himself  that  nothing  should  be  ft-anting  liar  his 


Wbai everything  was  ready,  he  embraced  him,  and  having  carneMly  recommended 
tutn  to  the  care  of  Marzavan,  he  let  him  depart 

PniKC  Camaraliaman  and  Marzavan  reached  an  open  countr)*,  and,  to  deceive 
the  two  croom^  that  led  the  relay  of  horses,  they  pretended  to  hunt,  and  got  as 
dislAnt  Irom  ilie  city  as  possible.  At  night  iliey  slopped  at  a  caravan^era,  where 
they  supped  and  slept  till  about  midoiyliL  Marzavan,  who  wa$  the  first  to  wake, 
cadJed  Prince  Camaralzaman,  wilhout  waking  the  grooms.     He  begged  him  to 

K'rc  him  his  dress,  and  to  put  on  anotlier  which  one  of  the  grooms  had  brought 
r  him.    Tbey  each  mounted  the  horses  of  relay,  and  Marzavan  leading  one  of 
e  groom's  horses  by  the  bridle,  they  set  out  at  a  quick  pace. 
At  daybreak  the  travellers  found  themselves  in  a  forest,  at  a  place  where  the 
«d  divided  in  four.     At  this  spot  Miirzavan  begged  the  prince  to  wait  for  him 
*  ttoment,  and  rode  into  tlie  tlilckest  of  the  forest.     He  there  killed  the  groom's 
m       }W9e,  tore  tlie  dress  which  the  prince  had  on  the  preceding  day,  and  dipjKd  it 
I      Bi  ihe  blood    When  he  returned  to  the  prince,  he  threw  it  into  the  middle  of 
I       t^rood  where  ii  divided. 

I  The  prince  asked  Marzavan  what  was  his  design  by  so  doing.    ''When  the 

^^fcnj  ywK  father,"  replied  Marzavan, "  perceives  that  you  do  not  return  to-night, 
^Hm^ou  promised,  or  Icams  from  the  grooms  thai  we  set  out  wilhout  them  while 
^^Bwjripcrc  asleep,  he  will  undoubtedly  send  people  out  different  u-a)*s  to  search 
fcf  US.  Those  who  come  tliis  way,  and  hnd  tliis  bloody  vest,  will  conclude  that 
■MM  bca&t  of  prey  has  devoured  you,  and  tliat  I  have  made  my  escape  to  avoid 
ifeUog's  anger  and  resenimcnt ;  he,  thinking  from  their  account  that  you  are 
wkMigcr  in  eiiistence,  will  desist  from  his  researches  after  us,  and  thus  alTord  us 
Ihl  opportunity  of  continuing  our  journey  without  interruption  and  the  fear  of 
hdaC  porsocd.  It  ii  true  that  the  stratagem  is  a  violent  one,  to  occasion  so  ten- 
fa  a  paLteni  the  afflicting  alarm  of  having  lost  a  son  whom  he  doatingly  love*  ; 
hit  tlic  joy  of  your  father  will  be  beyond  all  bounds  when  lie  shall  again  discover 
fOQ  (o  be  alive  and  liapp)-."  "  Wise  Marzavan,"  cried  the  prince,  "  I  cannot  but 
jfytuve  so  ingenious  an  invention,  and  feet  additional  obligations  lo  you  for 
put  it  in  execution." 

prince  and  Marzavan,  well  supplied  with  valuable  jewels  to  defray  their 
continued  their  travels  by  land  and  sea,  and  met  with  no  other  obstacle 

jenfth  of  time  which  necessarily  must  elapse  before  they  could  reach 

place  01  destination. 
TVcy  at  length  arrivTd  at  the  capital  of  China,  where  Marzavan,  instead  of 
eo»factii»g  the  prince  to  his  own  house,  made  him  altj'ht  at  a  public  khan  for 
sbe  recepiMn  of  travellers.  Thej-  remained  there  three  days,  to  recover  from  the 
iuifue  of  the  journey,  and  dunng  this  interval  Marzavan  Iiad  an  astrologer's 
dint  made  for  the  prince  to  dis,guisc  himself  in.  When  the  three  days  were 
dlBlttdr  tlicv  went  together  to  the  batb,  where  Marzavan  made  the  prince  put 
VB  dbe  utroloKcr's  drns  ;  and  when  they  left  the  bath,  he  conducted  him  within 
«|bcf  thepaUceof  the  KingofOiina.and  there  left  him,  to  go  and  acquaint  his 
Smcr,  the  nurse  of  Princess  Badoura,  with  his  arrival,  that  she  might  prepare 
ihepnnccss  for  the  intcnicw. 

Tnc  prince,  instructed  by  Marzavan  in  what  he  was  lo  do,  and  furnished  ivith 
^ntf  instrument  necessary  for  his  assume*!  dress  and  chancter,  approached  the 
Bt*  of  the  palace  ;  and  slopping  before  it,  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  in  the 
•ttrtof  of  the  gu.ird  and  porters,  "  I  am  an  astrologer,  and  1  come  to  completa 
lis  caxt  of  the  illustrious  f'rinccss  Badoura,  daughter  of  die  great  and  puissant 
■■BBtfa,  Gaiour,  King  of  China,  according  to  the  conditions  proposed  by  his 
Mliwjr,  to  marrv  her  if  I  succeed,  or  to  lose  mv  life  if  I  fail." 

TW  Dovelty  of  this  address  insuintly  assembled  a  multitude  of  people  round 
hiKe  CjunoraUaman,  l>esides  the  guard  and  porters  belonging  to  the  palace 

his  fact,  it  was  a  lot^  time  since  eittier  physician,  astrologer,  or  magician  bad 
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prescnlcd  himself,  nftcr  so  many  tngical  examples  of  people  who  had  faiTed  ta 
their  enterprise.  They  supposed  the  race  was  extinct,  or,  at  leisi.that  there  were 
no  more  so  foolish  .is  to  expos*  iheinselves  to  almoit  certain  death. 

On  obser%*ing  the  elegant  figure  of  the  prince,  his  noble  air,  and  the  cxtreiat 
youth  which  was  disrcrnible  in  his  rntintenanrc,  every  one  present  felt  con^m- 
sion  for  him.  "  What  arc  you  thinking  of,  sir?"  said  those  who  were  nearest  u 
him  :  "  wh.it  can  be  your  motive  for  thus  exposing  to  certain  death  a  hfe  wUdl 
seems  to  possess  such  tiattcnng  hopes?  Have  not  the  heads,  whtcli  yoa  hcrt 
seen  ranged  at  the  top  of  the  gates  of  the  city,  inspired  >'ou  with  horrorr  In  the 
name  of  God  alxindon  tlii:»  ui^eless  and  fatal  design,  and  wiilidraw." 

Tlieprincti  remnined  tinii  notwith^t^tndirmoll  llic:>e  renuinstr;inces,ui(]  ifislead 
of  li>tcning  to  the  entreaties  of  these  people,  as  he  saw  that  no  one  appeared  to 
introduce  him,  he  repcjicd  the  same  words  as  before,  with  an  oath,  mtich  made 
every  one  shudder  ;  and  tlicy  all  exclaimed,  **  lie  is  resolved  to  die  :  RUjr  God 
bave  pity  on  his  youth  and  on  his  soul  !"  He  called  out  a  third  time,  Jtnd  the 
grand  vizier  then  came  himself,  by  order  of  die  King  of  Chinx 

I'he  minister  conducted  him  into  the  presence  of  the  king.  The  pciacr  no 
sooner  perceived  the  monarch  seated  on  hiii  tlironc  liian  he  prostrated  ^*— T*f. 
aad  kUsed  the  earth  U.-rori;  him.  Of  all  tho:>e  whose  iaimea^urablc  (.imumptiai 
bad  brought  their  heads  to  his  feel,  die  kin^  had  not  yet  seen  one  so  wurtnv  o^ 
his  attention,  and  he  felt  unfeigned  compa'ssion  for  Camaralzaman  when  hecoft- 
»dered  the  danger  to  which  he  exposM  htmsell  He  even  conferred  grcato 
honour  on  him;  he  desired  him  to  approach  and  scat  himself  by  his  side.  "Youaj 
■man,"  said  he,  "  1  have  some  difficulty  in  believing  that  at  your  youtlihil  aje  yoa 
"Can  have  acc^iiired  sufficient  experience  to  dare  to  undert.nke  the  cure  of  mj 
'daughter.  I  wish  you  nvay  be  able  to  succeed  ;  I  would  bestow  her  on  ><Mift 
in.irriagc,  not  only  without  repugnance,  but,  on  the  contr.m',  with  the  00||M| 
possible  pleasure  and  joy;  whereas  I  should  have  felt  truly  unhappy  n  rayflf 
those  who  luvve  applied  before  you  had  obtained  her.  But  I  must  declare  to  joo, 
although  it  gives  me  pain  to  infonn  you  of  this  condition,  that  if  Nxm  fiiltBciihfr 
your  youth,  nor  your  noble  and  engaging'  appearance,  can  mitigate  the  penkf, 
and  you  must  lose  vour  head." 

"Sire,"  reolied  Prince  Oimaralzaman,  **  I  l»ave  infinite  obligations  to  few 
majesty  for  ine  honour  you  confer  on  me,  and  for  the  kindness  you  show  to  oB 
entire  stranger.  The  countr>'  I  cime  from  is  not  so  dist-int  from  yoar  dnmimoBS 
for  Its  name  to  be  unknown  there,  and  therefore  render  mc  iniii^rfent  to  the 
object  I  have  in  view.  What  would  be  said  of  my  want  of  firmness,  were  ]  u 
abandon  so  generous  and  praiseworthy  a  design,  after  having  undci^ocw  ■• 
much  danger  and  fatigue  as  I  have  already  encountered?  Would  noc  yam 
majesty  lose  that  esteem  which  you  already  entertain  for  me?  If  I  am  lo  kae 
my  life  in  the  attempt,  sire.  I  shall  at  least  die  with  tlie  satisfaction  of  not  leadi( 
that  esteem  after  having  ol)t.iined  it  ;  I  entreat  you,  then,  not  to  let  me  reoMia 
any  longer  in  my  present  state  of  impatience,  but  to  let  me  prove  the  infalUfad&if 
of  my  art  by  the  means  I  am  now  ready  lo  employ." 

The  King  of  China  commanded  the  eunuch  who  was  the  guard  of  th"  T*>-:"'^«: 
Sadoura,  and  w.is  then  present,  to  conduct  Prince  Camaralniruin  i>' 

ment  of  his  d.iughter.    Hut  before  he  departed,  he  told  him  he  was  itiU  ^: v-i^ 

to  relinquish  his  enterprise.    The  prince,  howe%*er,  would  not  hsicn  lo  falm  j 
followed  the  eunuch  with  a  resolution,  or  rather  with  on  ardour,  which 
alL  ^ 

Prince  Camarahamnn  went  with  the  eunuch  ;  and  when  they  hni)  mched  a 
lottf  gallery,  at  the  end  of  which  was  the  princess's  apartment,  t!i    ■ 
hrauen  SO  near  the  dear  object  which  had  made  him  shed  so 
heave  so  many  fruitless  sighs,  hastened  hib  pace  and  got  before  the  cuuutii,  wbo 
also  advancea  quicker,  and  had  some  difliculiy  to  overtake  him.  "  Whcie  art 
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fn  goh^  so  ^t  ?  '  said  he,  taking  bold  of  his  arm.  "  You  cannot  get  in  widiout 
>c  Yon  must  be  very  desirous  lo  get  rid  of  life,  (o  run  so  cneerly  into  the  anns 
tfdad).  Not  one  of  the  astrologers  whom  I  have  seen  and  conducted  wheic 
)mw01  irrive  but  too  soon,  have  show'n  so  much  anxiety." 

"  Friend,"  said  Prince  Camanilraman.  looking  at  the'eunuch,  and  stackenbg 
Ml  p(KC.  **  the  reason  is  that  all  the  astrologers  yoii  speak  of  were  not  so  sure  of 
their  science  as  I  am  of  mine  ;  they  were  certain  of  losing  their  lives  if  they  did 
n  succeed,  and  they  were  not  sure  of  success  :  they  had  therefore  some  reason 
llfrerable  as  the)'  approached  the  place  where  1  am  going,  and  where  f  am  con- 
ttneed  I  shall  meet  with  happiness."  As  he  prounounccd  these  words  they 
Kuhed  the  door.  The  eunuch  opened  it,  and  took  the  prince  into  a  large  room 
■UcJii  led  to  the  chamber  of  the  princess,  and  was  divided  from  it  only  by  a  slight 
dxr.  Before  he  entered,  the  prince  stopped,  and  speaking  in  a  tone  of  voice 
■Kb  lower  than  before,  lest  he  <;ho(ild  be  heard  in  her  apartment,  **  To  convince 
IM^'nid  he  to  the  eunuch,  "that  neither  presumption,  c.iprice,  nor  the  fire  of 
Jlodrfbl  ardour  Ka^'C  stimulated  me  to  this  enterprise,  I  submit  tu'o  ways  to  >'Oiir 
ckoice  ;  which  do  you  prefer — that  I  should  cure  the  princess  while  in  her  pre 
Kbcc,  or  here,  without  going  any  farther,  and  wlhout  even  seeing  her  ?  " 

TIk  etmuch  was  extremely  astonished  at  the  confidence  with  which  the  prince 
^pdce  to  him  :  he  ceased  to  insult  him.  and  speaking  seriously,  *'  It  does  not 
BUtcr.^uid  he,"  whether  it  be  bene  or  there.  In  whatever  manner  you  accoiu- 
jfcA  ibe  business,  you  will  acquire  immortal  glory,  not  only  in  this  kingdom,  but 
•»■  an  the  habitable  world."  "  Then,"  replied  the  prince,  "it  is  better  that  t 
*■•  her  wiihuut  seeing  her,  that  jfiti  may  be  witness  of  my  skill.  Whatever 
■nbe  m  impatience  to  see  a  princess  of  such  high  rank,  and  who  is  to  be  my 
"■v,  I  win  ne^'crthelcss,  to  gratify  you,  dcpri\x  myself  for  some  moments  of  so 
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great  a  pleasure."     As  lie  was  furnished  with  everything  which  was  ihe 
guisHing  chanicterislic  of  an  a&trolu^cr,  he  drew  uut  his  writing  appftntiis  . 
some  paper,  and  v>Yote  tlie  following  note  to  the  Princess  of  China  : 

*'  Prince  CiimarnlBamiUt  ta  iht  Priacdss  of  China. 

"Adnrnble  princess!  the  heart- stricken  Prince  Canmralzaman  doe*  nul 
you  of  the  inexprci^^ble  woe«  he  has  endured  since  the  fatal  night  when 
charms  deprived  him  of  that  liberty  which  he  had  resolved  to  m-iinttin  to' 
end  of  his  life.    He  only  assures  you  that  hc^veyou  his  heart  dtinn>;  your  «i 
slccj) — a  sleep  that  prcvcnred  his  %-icwing  the  animated  briltiancj- of  j'oor 
notwithstanding  all  his  efforts  to  induce  yuu  to  open  them.     He  even  had 
presumption  to  place  his  ring  upon  your  finger,  a»  a  token  of  his  Inv-e.^nd  tol 
yours  in  exchange,  which  he  sends  you,  enclosed  in  this  note.     If  you  will 
descend  to  return  it  to  him  .is  a  reciprocal  pledge  of  vours,  he  *ill  esteem  hima 
the  happiest  and  most  formnate  of  lovers.     Ittit  should  you  not  complyp 
refusal  will  make  him  submit  to  ihc  stroke  of  death  with  so  much  the  more 
nation  as  he  will  receive  it  fur  the  lo\x  he  bears  you.     He  awaits  your  axuwer  i 
your  antechamber." 

When  Prince  Cimaraliainan  bad  finished  this  note,  he  made  a  small  packcti 
of  i:  with  the  princess's  ring,  which  he  enclosed  in  it,  without  letting  the  eunuchj 
sec  what  it  contained  ;  then  giving  it  to  him,  he  said,"  Take  this, friend, and  i 
it  to  your  mistress.     If  she  is  not  cured  tlie  moment  she  has  read  this  note 
seen  its  contents,  I  allow  you  to  proclaim  tu  the  world  that  I  am  the  most 
Ic&s  and  impudent  astrologer  cither  of  the  past,  the  present,  or  the  future  a{ 

The  eunuch  went  into  the  princess's  chamber,  and  presenting  the  packet 
I'nnce  Camaraliaman,  he  said  to  Iver, ''  Princess,  an  astrologer,  who,  if  I  am 
mistaken,  has  more  assuniiice  than  any  who  have  yet  appeared,  is  just  arrivt 
and  pretends  that  you  will  be  cured  as  soon  as  you  read  uils  note,  and  see 
it  encloses.      I  wish  he  may  be  neither  a  liar  nor  an  impostor."    The  Pi' 
Kadoura  took  the  packet  and  opened  it  with  the  utmost  indifference ;  but  a* 
as  she  saw  the  ring,  she  scarcely  allowed  herself  time  to  read  iu     She  g« 
precipitately,  and  witli  an  extraordinary  effort  broke  the  chain  which  c< 
her,  ran  to  the  door,  and  opened  it   The  princess  instantly  recollected  the 
as  he  did  licr.     They  ran  into  each  odicr's  arms  with  the  tcndercsl  emf 
and  without  being  .ibic  to  utter  a  word  from  excess  of  joy  ;  they  looked  at 
other  for  a  considerable  time  with  eraotiuns  not  to  be  deMrribcd,  and  mil 
with  surprise  at  the  singularity  of  their  interview,  after  tlicir  former 
neither  of  which  could  they  comprehend.    The  nurse,  who  had  run  out  with 
ftnncess,  made  ihcm  go  into  the  chamber,  where  the  princess  returned  her 
to  the  prince.    **  Take  it,''  said  she  ;  "1  could  not  keep  il  without  returning  your 
which  I  am  rcsolvwl  not  lo  part  with  to  tJie  end  of  my  life.    They  cannot  citt 
of  them  be  better  disposed  of." 

The  eunuch,  in  the  meantime,  was  gone  to  acquaint  the  King  of  China 
what  had  passed.    "  hire,"  said  be,  "  all  the  ph)'sicians,  astrologers,  and  otl 

who  have  hitherto  presented  themselves  to  undertake  the  recovery  of  tbeprliKl 

were  only  ignorant  fools.      This  last  has  nut  tiuide  use  either  orm.iL-i<.  bookO 
or  of  conjurations  of  wicked  spirits,  or  of  perfumes  or  other  <Iid  ;] 

he  has  cured  her  without  even  seeing  her."     He  related  tlu-  :  h  hej 

had  proceeded,  .-md  the  king,  roost  agreeably  surprised^  went  iiiunctli^tely  to  tt 
ftpartraeni  of  the  princess,  whom  he  tenderly  embraced  ;  he  cmbrftC4d  the  pnnctt| 
also,  took  hold  of  his  hand,  and  joining  it  to  that  of  the  prinrcas, "  Happy  Rraiuec/. 
cned  he.  "  whoever  you  may  be.  1  keep  my  promtsc,  and  give  yoa  my  doucater' 
m  marri.ige.    But  it  is  not  possible  to  pcrsuiide  me  that  >'ou  are  what  you  appcir 
lo  be,  and  what  you  wished  to  mate  me  believe." 
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Prince  CunBialcunan  thanked  the  king  in  the  most  submissive  terms,  the  better 
tu  express  his  gratitude.     "  As  fur  what  I  ain,  sire,"  continued  he,  "  it  t»  true  tliaC 
'  tJooot  practise  astrology  for  my  professionals  your  majesty  very  rightly  judged  i, 
'  OUlly  put  on  the  habit  of  ihni  character  to  insure  my  success  in  desert  ing  and; 

obtain >•  ncmrablc  alliance  with  the  most  iKiwetfal  monarch  m  the  universe^.' 

I  *oi  'riirth,thesonof  aking  andaquccn;  my  name  is  Camarahaman..^ 

Aiid  ni.  ;-.... .  ..,  L-allcd  Sdtahzaman,  and  rci^s  over  the  well-known  Islands  of 

the  QiiUlren  of  Khaledan." 

lie  then  related  his  adventures,  and  the  miraculous  origin  of  his  love  for  the 
pwiacen :  that  her  affection  for  him  was  conceived  at  tlie  same  lime,  both  of  which 
^lerefiilly  proved  by  the  exchange  of  the  two  rings. 

**So  extiaordinar>'  a  histor>V'  cried  the  king,  "deserves  to  be  handed  down  to 
PQsteriti .  1  -J-'M  have  it  UTitlen,  and  after  having  deposited  the  original  amongst 
Ukear:  IV  kingdom,  I  will  make  it  public,  that  from  my  dominions  it  may 

pttM  t<  >  li'Ouring  nations."    The  ceremony  of  the  nuptials  was  performed 

ihu  v«r>'dav,  and  the  most  solemn  fcsiivites  and  rejoicings  took  pbce  through- 
tfac extensive  dominions  of  Chinx     Mamvan  ^vas  not  forgotten:  the  king 
him  free  access  to  the  cuurt.  bestowing  on  him  an  honourable  charge, 
^ith  the  promise  of  raismg  him  in  future  to  otbcrs  more  considerable. 

I'rince  Camaralzaman  and  the  Princess  Badoura,  each  arrived  at  die  summit 
**  ibeir  wishes,  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  the  married  state ;  and  for  several  months 
**•*  King  of  China  did  not  cease  from  testifying  his  happiness  by  continual  feasts 
*>ld  entertainments. 

.  In  the  midst  of  these  pleasures  Prince  Camaraliaman  had  a  dream  one  night, 
^  which  he  thought  he  saw  King  Schahiaman,  his  father,  in  bed,  on  the  point 
***"  deatli,  saying,  "  This  son,  whom  I  brought  into  the  world,  whom  1  have  so 
^Uleil]'  chcnshcd,  has  abandoned  inc,  and  he  is  the  cause  of  my  death."  He 
v^rolce  with  a  deep  sigh,  which  awoke  the  princess  also,  and  made  her  inquire 
^hat  occasioned  his  imhappine**. 

"*  Alas  \  "  cried  the  prince,  "  perhaps  at  this  very  moment  that  I  am  speaking, 
***•  kii^  vopg  fother  breathes  no  more."  He  then  told  her  his  reason  for  giving 
^%jr  90  mcfa  melancholy  thoughts.  The  princess,  who  had  no  object  but  to  give 
^im  pleastue.  and  who  knew  thai  his  earnest  desire  to  revisit  his  father  once 
*~  mtebt  dimirusli  the  satisfaction  he  felt  at  residing  with  her  in  a  country  so 
IS  irnm  his  native  home,  said  nothing  at  the  time  of  her  intentions,  but  on 
very  day  she  availed  herself  of  an  opporiunily  of  speaking  to  the  King  of 
in  private.  **  Sire,"  said  she,  respectfully  kissmg  his  hand, "  I  have  a  favour 
of  your  majesty,  and  I  entreat  you  not  to  refuse  it  me.  But  lest  you 
Inu^e  that  the  prince  my  husband  has  any  part  in  my  sohdtations,  I 
first  assure  you  that  he  is  not  .icqitainled  with  my  intention.  It  is  to  permit 
e  to  accompany  him  to  sec  my  father-in-law,  King  Schahiaman." 
"  W-Tiatcver  sorrow  such  a  separation  may  occa.sion  me,"  rcjilicd  the  king,  **  I 
dtsaiqirovc  such  a  resolution :  it  is  worthy  of  yon,  notwithstanding  the 
ae  WRi  mast  experience  from  so  long  a  journey.  Go,  1  give  my  consent ;  but 
OOljr  on  condition  that  you  remain  no  longer  than  one  >-ear  at  the  court  of 
Schahzaman.  He  will  not,  I  hope,  object  to  this  proposal,  and  that  we 
«idi  see  you  by  turns;  he  his  son  and  daughter-in-law,  and  1  my  daughter 
Km-tn-Uw."     The  princess  announced  this  consent  to  Camaraliaman.  who 

nmch  rejoiced  at  it,  and  thanked  her  for  this  new  proof  of  her  atfection  to- 

^PBot  bun. 

The  King  of  China  gave  orders  for  the  necessary  preparations  for  the  journey, 
'  when  everything  was  ready  he  set  out  with  them,  and  accompanied  them  for 
wvcnl  da)**.  They  at  length  separated,  not  without  many  tears  being  shed  on 
^XlMTnde-,  the  king  embraced  them  tenderly,  and  aficr  having  begged  the  prince 
to  eawinae  10  lore  his  daughter  with  the  same  affection  he  tlKn  bore  her,  he  left 
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them  to  continue  their  joumcy,  and  returned  himself  to  his  capital,  hunUng  bjr 
the  way. 

The  prince  and  princess  had  no  sooner  dried  their  teitrs,  than  they  antictfiat 
the  joy  that  King  Schahiatnan  would  experience  in  seeing  and  embradog 
and  what  ihey  also  would  feel  at  being  with  bini. 

After  they  bad  been  travelling  about  a  monili,  tbey  arri^'cd  on  a  plain  of 
extent,  planted  from  space  to  space  with  trees,  which  formed  a  ver>*. 
shade.     A»  the  heat  on  that  day  was  exccssn-c,  F'hncc  Camanilzanun  tt 
expedient  to  encamp  on  it    He  asked  the  Fnncctss  badoura  if  she  had 
jcction  to  it,  who.  in  reply,  said  that  she  was  at  that  inument  going  to 
same  rcmiest  of  him.    Tiicy  immediately  alighted  in  this  beautiful  spot :  aim! 
soon  OS  tneir  tents  tvcre  pitched,  the  princess,  who  had  been  resting  in  the 
retired  to  hers,  while  CamanUzatnan  went  to  give  orders  to  the  rest  of  lli« 
In  order  to  bu  more  at  her  ease,  she  took  oiT  her  girdle,  whidi  her  women 
by  her  side;  she  then  fell  asleep  through  tatigue,  and  her  aitendaau  left 

When  i'rmce  Cimaraliaman  had  given  all  neccssar)-  orders  and  made  tbe 
requisite  arrangements  in  the  camp,  he  returned  to  the  tent,  and  a:>  he  perceived 
that  the  princci^s  had  fallen  asleep,  he  came  in  and  sat  down  without  maiciog  any 
noiiic.  Wliile  he  was  dius  sitting  with  the-  iuleotion  of  slce^juig  himself  also,  the 
girdle  of  ttie  princess  caught  his  eye.  He  examined  the  dil't'cicnt  diamonds  jnd 
rubies  with  which  it  was  enriched,  one  by  one;  and  he  pcrcdved  a  small  ajlfc 
purse,  sown  neady  to  the  girdle,  and  tied  with  a  piece  of  twist.  On  touching  it, 
ne  felt  that  it  contained  something  hard :  curious  to  know  what  it  was,  he  upcDcd 
the  purse  and  took  out  a  corneUan,  upon  which  there  where  ditfercnt  figures  and 
characters  engraven,  all  of  which  were  unintelligible  to  him.  "1'hii  coroeUan," 
said  he  to  himself,  *'  mu:)t  certainly  be  of  very  great  \'alue,  or  my  princOM  woald 
ne\'cr  carry  it  about  witit  her,  and  take  such  great  core  not  to  lose  it."  lo  fici, 
this  cornelian  was  a  talisman,  which  the  Queen  of  China  had  giv«n  to  bcr 
daughter  to  insure  her  happiness,  which  she  wou)d  ever  enjoy  as  long  as  she  wore 
this  about  her. 

In  order  to  examine  this  talisman  the  Iwtter,  as  the  tent  w.i5  rather 
Prince  Cainaralzaman  went  to  the  outside  ;  when,  as  he  was  holding-  it  tn 
hand,  a  bird  nuide  a  sudden  dart  from  the  air  upon  it,  and  carried  it  awar. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  astonishment  and  grief  of  the  prince  when  be 
perceived  the  talisman  thus  unexpectedly  token  Irora  him  by  the  bird.  This 
accident,  ttic  most  afilictini;  that  could  have  befallen  him,  and  occasionect  too 
by  an  ill-iinied  curiosity,  deprived  the  princess  of  a  precious  gift  :  this  rcttcctutt 
rendered  him  for  some  minutes  motionless. 

The  bird,  having  Hown  awav  with  his  prize,  alighted  on  the  ground  kt  %  Ellis 
distince.with  the  ta1ism.in  stilt  in  his  beak.  Prince  Camaralaaman  went  towardi 
him  in  the  hope  of  his  dropping  it ;  but  as  soon  as  he  approached,  the  bird  flew 
a  litde  way  and  then  stoppt^  again.  The  prince  continued  lo  purtue  him  :  the 
bird  then  swallowed  the  talisman  and  took  a  longer  (tight,  lie  again  CaUoved 
him,  thinking  to  kill  him  wiili  a  stone.  The  farther  the  bird  got  from  hitn,  the 
more  was  Camaralzaman  dctennincd  not  to  lose  sight  of  him,  and  obtain  ilw 
talisman. 

Over  hills  and  valleys  the  bird  drew  the  prince  after  him  for  the  whole  day. 
always  getting  farther  from  the  spot  where  he  had  left  i'"  ^  Badoura; 

and  at  the  close  of  day,  instead  of  perching  in  a  bush,  in  laralxaouB 

might  have  surprised  him  during  the  night,  he  Aew  to  the  top  oi  a  \i\^  tree,  wboe 
he  was  in  safety. 

The  prince,  extremely  mortified  at  having  Liken  so  much  itteles*  trooUe.  dr- 
libemtcd  whether  he  should  return  to  his  camp.  "  Hut,"  thought  he,"  bow  thaD 
I  return  ?  Shall  I  climb  tlie  hilU  and  traverse  the  valleys  over  which  I  came? 
Shall  I  not  lose  my  way  in  the  dusk  of  evening,  and  will  my  strength  bold  out .' 
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***dtWBif  1  could,  hovr  should  I  present  myself  before  the  princess  without  her 
**ttwiunf'  Absorbed  by  these  disconsoUie  rertections.  and  overcome  with  fatigue, 
^^itl)  httoger^  thirst,  and  &lecp,  he  lay  duwn  and  passed  the  night  At  the  foot  of 
>he  tret 

The  next  morning  dmaralzaman  was  awake  before  the  bird  had  quitted  the 
Ifc^and  he  no  sooner  saw  him  take  his  (light  ilian  he  got  up  to  pursue  him,  and 
'"'loured  him  the  whnlc  uf  thai  day  with  .15  lilUe  success  as  he  hud  done  on  the 

cccding  onc,caiiny  occasionally  of  the  herbs  and  fruits  he  met  with  in  his  way. 

«  did  the  same  till  the  tenth  day,  always  keeping  his  eye  on  the  bird,  and  sleep- 
■K  St  nifiht  at  the  foot  of  the  tree  where  it  perched  on  its  highest  branches. 

Oti  the  clc\'enth  day,  the  bird  constantly  nying  on,  and  Camaralzaman  as  con- 
so&tljr  pursuing,  they  arrived  at  a  large  city.  When  the  bird  was  near  the  walls, 
Wme  irer>*  h^h  above  iheni,  and  bending  his  flight  to  the  other  side,  the  prince 
cntiraty  lost  sight  of  him,  and  with  him  of  the  hope  of  recovering  the  talisman  o( 
tlie Princess  badoura. 

Afiicted  as  l»c  was  in  so  many  ways,  and  hopeless  of  procuring  relief  to  his 
Vnovs,  he  entered  the  cit)',  which  was  built  on  the  sea-shore,  with  a  very  fine 
fcrtioiir.  He  walked  far  a  considerable  time  along  the  streets,  not  knowing  either 
liAm  be  was  or  where  to  go  ;  at  length  he  arrived  at  the  h-irlxiur.  Still  more 
Vaartaia  what  to  do,  he  walked  along  the  shore,  till  he  came  to  the  gate  of  a 
^ndni,  which  w:is  open,  when  he  stopped.  The  gardener,  who  was  a  good  old 
Vbs,  engaged  with  his  labour,  happened  to  raise  his  head  at  the  same  moment : 
-^had  scarcely  perceived  him  and  recognized  him  as  a  stranger  and  a  Mussul- 
before  he  invited  him  to  go  in  quickly  and  shut  the  gate.     Camaralzaman 


^  03  he  desired,  and  going  up  to  the  gardener.  aske<l  him  why  he  had  made  him 
tifce  this  precaution.  *'  It  is,"  re[)lied  the  gardener,  "  liecause  I  see  that  you  are 
9  Sanger  just  arrived,  and  a  Mussulman ;  and  this  city  is  inhabilcd  for  the  most 
pm  fay  idolaters,  who  have  a  mortal  aversion  against  Mussulmans,  and  ill  treat 
^enn  tbe  flew  that  are  here  who  profess  the  religion  of  our  prophet  You,  I  sup- 
9tM,  are  ignorant  of  this  circumstance,  and  I  look  on  tt  as  a  miracle  that  you 
Vkmld  have  proceeded  as  far  as  this  without  meeting  with  any  disagreeable  adven- 
In  fact,  these  idulatcrs  arc  above  all  things  attentive  to  observe  Mussul- 
ttxanzcra  who  arrive,  and  to  make  them  fall  into  some  snare,  if  they  be  not 
of  toeir  wickedness.   I  praise  God  that  He  has  conducted  you  into  a  place 

Casnntbaman  thanked  the  good  man  very  gratefully  for  the  retreat  he  so 
styo^md.and  was  going  to  say  more,  but  the  gardener  interrupted  him. 
^'Let  m  liave  no  more  compliments,"  said  he  ;  "  you  are  fatigued,  and  you  must 
'^nat  food  :  come  and  rest  yourself "  He  took  him  into  his  little  house,  and  after 
^i*  prince  had  eaten  enough  of  what  the  gardener  had  so  cordially  set  before 
Aam,  be  begged  of  him  to  tell  him  the  reason  of  his  coming. 

Cacmmtzaman  satisfied  his  curiosity,  and  when  he  had  finished  his  story,  in 
he  disguised  nothing,  he  asked,  in  his  turn,  by  wh.-it  means  he  might  gel 
D  the  dominions  of  the  king  his  father.    "  For,"  added  he.  "  were  I  to  al- 
to reioan  llie  princess,  how  should  I  find  her,  after  eleven  days  that  I  have 
separated  fropi  her  by  so  extraordinarv-  an  adventure?     How  do  i  know 
_  that  she  still  exists  ? "  At  this  sorrowful  rejection  he  could  not  avoid  burst- 
ivtiHCOican. 

la  UMwer  to  what  the  prince  had  asked,  the  gardener  told  him  that  the  city  he 

'^MlbeB  in  was  a  whole  years  journey  distant  from  those  countries  where  Nfu$- 

wlBais  lived,  and  which  'u-cre  governed  by  princes  of  their  religion ;  but  thai  by 

^ihemWit  reach  the  Isle  of  Ebony  in  a  much  shorter  time,  and  that  from  thence 

kvndd  oeiDore  easy  to  tiass  to  the  Islands  of  the  Children  of  Khaledan  :  that 

^^vyycar  a  mercliant  ship  sailed  to  llie  Isle  of  F.bony,  and  that  he  might  avail 

^Mttf  of  that  opportunity  to  return  from  thence  to  the  Islands  of  the  Children 
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of  KhalHim.  '*  If  yo*i  h.id  arrived  some  days  sooner,"  continued  he.  *'  yoa 
have  cinbjrkcd  in  that  which  sailed  this  yc.tr.     Hut  if  you  wiU  wait  Ull 
xtt:\K  yenr  s-itU,  and  like  to  Uvo  with  me,  1  offer  you  my  house,  such  as  U  ^ 
all  my  he-irt." 

Hrinre  Camaralzatnan  esteemed  himself  very  fortunate  in  having  thus  mcc 
an  a-tylum  in  a  place  where  he  neither  knew  any  one  nor  h:id  any  micrcsl  Co 
actjuaintancc^.     He  accepted  the  otier,  and  remamed  with  ilie  g;irdeneT  i 
uhde  he  waited  the  depanurc  of  a  merchant  vessel  for  the  Ule  of  Ebcmy, 
employed  himself  in  working  in  the  i^arden  durin}{  the  day,  and  the  nights,* 
nouimg  prevented  his  tl-.oughls  from  fixing  on  his  dear  Pnnccss  Badoon, 
passed  in  aiglis,  tears,  and  lamentations.  We  will  leave  him  in  this  place  to 
totlie  Princess  Badoura,  whom  we  left  sleeping  in  her  tcnl. 

The  princess  slept  for  some  time,  and  un  waking  was  surprised  that 
Camaralwmanwa6nol  with  her.  -She  called  her  women,  and  asked  theni' 
knew  where  he  wa*.  Whilst  they  were  assuring  her  tfiat  they  had  seen 
into  the  tent,  but  had  not  observed  his  quitting  ii,  she  perceived,  on  taking  OB 
girdle,  that  the  little  bag  was  open,  and  that  the  talisman  was  no  lonfjeru 
She  did  not  doubt  that  the  prince  had  taken  it  out  to  examine  it,  and  tbat 
would  bring  it  back,  bhc  expected  him  till  night  with  the  ^rreatest 
and  could  not  comprehend  what  could  oblige  bmi  to  be  absent  from  ber  so  kiA 
When  »be  perceived  thai  night  was  come  on,  and  that  it  was  aUeadv  qnite  dant, 
and  yet  he  did  not  return,  she  gave  herself  up  to  the  deepest  amiclloB.  Sfat 
Uttered  a  thousAnd  curses  both  cm  the  tatisinan  nnd  on  him  who  made  it :  and  if 
respect  had  not  restrained  her  tongue,  she  would  even  have  indulged  in  bnpt«- 
cations  against  the  queen  her  mother,  for  having  made  her  so  fatal  a  proent 
Although  she  was  distracted  at  this  cvent—s^i  much  the  more  aftlicting  n  iIk 
could  form  110  conception  why  the  talisman  should  be  tlie  cause  of  Ow  priftR^ 
departure— she  did  not  lose  her  presence  of  mind,  but,  on  die  conUaiy,  JOflMda 
courageous  design,  not  common  with  her  sex. 

None  but  the  prmce^s  and  her  women  knew  of  Cimaraliaman's  disap;^ 
for  at  that  time  his  people  had  all  retired,  and  were  sleeping  in  ibeir  tents. 
she  feared  they  mignt  betray  her  if  his  absence  came  to  their  knowlcdce, 
endeavDorcd  to  sulxlue  her  grief,  and  commanded  her  women  nut  to  aay  or 
anything  that  might  create  the  slightest  suspicion.  She  then  chanfEtxl  her 
for  one  of  Camaralzaman's,  whom  she  resembled  so  strongly,  that  his  people  n^ 
posed  it  to  be  him  on  the  following  morning  when  she  nude  her  ippcAiancc  and 
commanded  ihem  to  pack  up  the  baggage  and  proceed  on  their  jtKirney.  WIkb 
all  was  ready,  she  made  00c  of  her  women  take  her  place  m  the  huer,  and  afac 
herself  mounted  her  horse,  and  they  set  off. 

After  a  journey  uf  several  months  by  land  as  well  as  by  sea,  tbe  princess,  wbf 
had  continueil  the  disguise  of  Fnncc  Camaraliaman.  in  order  to  reach 
Ishnds  of  the  Children  of  Khaledan,  arrived  at  the  capital  of  the  Isle  uf  Et 
the  reigning  king  of  which  was  named  Armanos.  As  those  of  het  people 
disembarked  the  first  to  seek  a  lodging  for  her  had  published  in  the  town 
the  vessel  which  was  just  arrived  bore  Prince  Camaralzaman,  wlio  wa*  rvtnr 
from  a  long  voyage,  and  whom  bad  weather  had  obliged  to  make  fu«  ihtft  port, 
the  inlclligcncc  soon  reached  the  palace  of  the  king. 

King  Armanos,  accompanied  by  the  greatest  part  of  his  court,  inOBCdiM^ 
set  cut  to  receive  the  princess,  .ind  met  her  just  as  she  h:»d  Irfi  ihe  v«-uel,aBa 
wafc  going  lo  tlic  lodpng  that  was  engaged  for  her.     He  f  ■  'he  md 

of  a  Kinj;  who  was  his  friend  and  ally,  with  whom  he  had    1  ■-.  icnu 

of  amity,  and  conducted  lier  to  his  palace,  where  he  lodged  her  and  ha  wlula 
suite,  notwiihslanding  her  earnest  entreaties  to  be  permitted  to  hjive  a  lod|plf 
to  herself.  I-Ie  confcned  upon  her  aD  the  honours  imaginable,  bMkiw  ngalMg 
her  for  three  days  u-ith  extraurdinary  magnittcence. 
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^^m  i)ie  ihree  days  were  expired.  King  Arnianos,  finding  th.it  ilie  princess, 

•Kini  he  Mill  supposfrd  to  be  Prince  Cainaral  in  man,  talked  of  rc-emb.irting  and 

•ftlamiflg  her  voyage,  and  l>c!ng  quite  charmed  with  a  prince  whci  appeared  lo 

"Ol  n  handsome  and  well  made,  and  possessed  of  so  much  wit  and  knowledge, 

^oia  to  her  in  pri^-aie.     "  rrince,"  said  he,  "  at  the  ad%'anced  age  to  which  you 

■Ce  I  am  arriveti,  with  httle  hope  of  living  much  longer,  I  endure  the  mortinca- 

^Mi  of  not  ha\ing  a  son  to  whom  I  can  bequeath  my  kingdom.     Heaven  has 

"Ciluired  on  me  one  only  daughter,  who  is  possessed  of  sui:h  beauty  as  cannot 

^  nwtched  but  with  a  prince  of  such  high  birtli  and  such  mental  as  \velt  as 

Potocul  accoinpli-jhuicnii  as  distinguish  you.     Instead,  therefore,  of  preparing 

to  iwiirn  to  your  own  rofmtr>",  accept  her  from  my  hands,  together  witli  my  crown, 

*fcich  I  from  this  moment  rc*.ign  in  your  favour,  and  remain  with  us.     It  is  now 

time  far  me  to  repose,  after  having  borne  the  weight  of  it  for  so  manv  years  ;  I 

cumot  do  it  \«'ith  more  satisfaction  to  m)'self  than  at  a  period  when  i  am  likely 

to  *ee  my  state  governed  by  so  worthy  a  successor." 

This  generous  offer  of  the  Kingof  the  Island  of  Ebony,togi\x  his  only  daughtet 
*B  marriage  to  the  Princess  badoura,  who,  being  a  woman,  could  not  accept  her, 
•ndoC  giving  up  to  her  all  his  dominions,  occasioned  her  a  degree  of  embarrass- 
*»o«  «*ich  she  little  expected.  After  having  told  the  king  that  she  was  Cimaial- 
*«ittn,and  having  supported  the  character  with  so  much  plausibility,  she  thought 
Mtould  lie  unworthy  of  a  princess  of  her  rank  to  undeceisc  him,  .'uid  to  declare 
^  kwecid  of  being  the  prince  himself,  she  was  only  his  wife.  But  if  she  refused 
^^rfte  had  Just  reason  to  fear,  from  the  extreme  desire  he  h.id  evinced  for  the 
^nqdetton  of'^ihe  m.irTiage.  that  he  might  change  his  friendship  and  good-will 
Cfwdt  her  into  enmity  and  h.itrcd,  and  might  even  attempt  her  life.  Besides 
"^^adi,  she  could  not  be  certain  that  she  should  fmd  Camaralsaman  at  the  court 
^JQng  Schahi.iman  his  father. 

Thae  considerations,  tojjcther  with  that  of  acquiring  a  kingdom  for  the  prince 
%erbBshand,  in  case  .^e  should  ever  rejoin  him,  determined  Badoura  to  accept 
4e  proposals  of  King  .'Krmanos.  tla\-ing,  therefore,  remained  for  some  minutes 
^Mhmi  speaking,  she  thus  replied,  her  face  being  at  the  same  lime  overspread 
^rA  blushes,  which  the  king  attributed  to  her  modesty :  "  Sire,  I  am  under  infinite 
^bfigatfons  to  >-Dur  majesty  for  the  good  opinion  you  have  conceived  of  my  per- 
«ai.iaMl  for  the  honour  you  do  mc  by  conferring  on  me  so  great  a  favour,  ol 
^Alch  I  am  by  no  means  deserving,  yet  dare  not  refuse.  But,  sire,"  added  she, 
^t^cianftl  accept  so  great  .nn  alliance,  except  on  condition  that  vour  majesty 
"Vrfl  aasist  me  with  your  counsels,  and  that  I  undertake  nothing  tibat  you  shall 
•ctpreviously  have  approved  of." 

The  mainagc  being  thus  agreed  on  and  concluded,  the  ceremony  of  the  nup- 
Vab  W3A  postponed  to  the  following  day  ;  and  the  Princc=is  Badoura  took  that 
^jppwinntty  of  acquainting  her  officers,  who  still  supposed  her  to  be  Prince 
y«lian1nrnan.  of  what  was  to  take  place,  that  they  might  not  be  astonished  at 
ii,  lad  sJie  assured  them  that  the  Pnncess  Badoura  had  given  her  consent.  She 
sapDhe  of  ii  to  her  women  also,  charging  them  lo  continue  faithful  to  the  secret. 
The  King  of  the  Island  of  febony.  overjo\*ed  at  having  acquired  a  son-in-law 
"^nlfc  whom  he  was  so  well  satisHea,  assembled  his  council  on  the  morrow,  and 
<1rriifgrt  that  he  bestowed  the  princess  his  daughter  in  marriage  on  Prince 
yjWfilaimjn,  whom  he  had  taken  with  him,  and  seated  next  him  ;  that  he 
"^lipitd  his  crown  to  him.  and  enjoined  them  to  accept  him  as  their  king,  and 
By  him  homage.  When  he  had  concluded,  he  descended  from  the  throne, 
lra*de  ibe  Princess  Badoura  ascend  and  take  his  place,  where  she  received 
tmOn  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  from  the  principal  nobles  who  were  then 
fRKot 

Ai  the  conclusion  of  the  council,  the  new  king  was  soleimily  proclaimed 
t^iot^faout  the  city  ;  rejoicings  lor  several  days  were  ordered,  and  couriers 
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diiipatched  to  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  that  tbe  same  ceremonies  and  the  iuk 
demon:! trations  ul  joy  mtehi  be  observed. 

In  the  evening;  tbc  whole  palace  was  in  festivity,  and  the  Princess  liaiualne- 
fous,  for  this  was  the  name  of  Ilic  daughter  of  ihc  King  of  the  l&land  of  iiboajr, 
was  conducted  tu  the  Princess  Badoura,  whom  exerv  one  supposed  lo  beai 
with  a  magnitlccnce  truly  royal.  The  ceremonies  being  completed,  ibcy 
left  atone,  and  retired  to  rest. 

The  next  morning,  while  the  Princess  Badoura  received  the  compUraents  of  a 
large  assembly  of  courtiers  on  their  marriage  and  accession  to  the  ihmoe*  *" — 
Armanos  and  his  queen   repaired  to  the  apartment  of  the  new  ifucvo, 
daughter,  to  inquire  how  she  passed  the  nighL    In&tcad  of  makin};  any  re^jr: 
tixcd  her  eyes  upon  the  ground,  and  by  tlic  expression  of  sorrow  which  ov< 
her  countenance,  plainly  showed  that  she  was  dissatisiicd. 

In  order  to  toniole  the  Princess  Haiatalncl'ous,  the  king  said  to  her,"  My  i 
daughter,  let  not  this  afflict  you  :  when  Prince  Camaraliaman  landed  bl 
only   sought    to  return  as  soon  as  pos'siblc  to  Kin^   Scbabzanun.  his  I 
Although  we  have  prevented  him  from  putting  his  design  intoexc-cutiun.bj-j 
with  which  he  must  be  well  satisfied,  we  must  nevertheless  conclude  that  he  I 
much  disappointment  at  being  so  suddenly  deprived  even  of  the  hope  of  i 
seeing  him  again,  orany  one  belonpng  to  his  famdy.    You  may  therefore  '" 
when  these  emotions  of  lilial  tenderness  are  ahttlc'subsidcd^that  he  wiD  1 
towards  you  as  a  good  husband." 

The  Princess  badoura,  under  the  assumed  name  of  CanuralzamaOf  and 
of  die  Isbnd  of  Ebony,  passed  the  whole  of  chat  day  not  only  in  rcccivinn 
compliments  of  her  court,  but  also  in  reviewing  the  rcguLir  troops  bdongii 
the  household,  and  in  several  other  ro)-al  functions,  with  a  dignit)-  and 
which  acquired  her  Ihc  approbation  of  all  those  who  witnessed  iL 

The  night  was  advanced  when  she  entered  the  apartment  of  Uueen 
ncfous,  and  she  soon  perceived,  bv  the  restraint  with  which  Ui;:  latter  tecdi 
her,that  she  recoltecicd  tlic  preceding  night    She  endeavoured  to  dkfcUpUB  T 
siidness  by  a  long  conversation  that  she  held  with  her,  and  in  which  she  onpk 
all  her  eloquence,  of  which  she  had  a  considerable  share,  to  persuade  Iter 
she  loved  her  excessively.     She  at  last  gave  her  time  to  go  to  bed,  and  dt 
this  intcnal  she  began  to  5ayapra>-cr  ;  but  she  remained  so  long  thus  cmpli  _ 
that  Ilai.-italncfous  fell  asleep.     She  then  ceased  from  praymgi.ind  lay  down' 
her  side  without  waking  her,  as  much  afHictcd  at  the  necessity  she  was  underi 
acting  !A  character  which  did  not  become  her,  as  at  the  toss  of  ber  beloved  Can 
alraman,  whom  she  unceasingly  lamented.     She  arose  the  next  morning  at 
break  of  day  before  Haiatalndbus  awoke^and  went  to  the  councU  dressed  in 
royal  robes. 

King  Arnunos  did  not  fail  to  sec  the  queen  his  daughter  again  on  that 
and  he  fbund  her  in  tears.     He  required  no  further  proof  to  be  satisfied  of 
cause  of  her  afrhction.    Quite  indignant  at  this  affront,  for  such  he  conceiii*ed 
the  cause  of  which  be  could  not  comprehend, "  Daughter,"  said  be, "  have  patic 
for  one  night  more.    I  have  elevated  your  husband  to  my  throne,  but  1  snail 
tlie  means  of  abasing  him,  and  of  banishing  him  from  hence  with  ihanw 
ignominy,  if  he  does  not  lichave  to  you  properly.    In  my  present  anger  at  «0_  _ 
you  treated  with  such  neglect,  1  do  not  know  whether  1  shall  be  satisfied  with 
moderate  a  punishmcnL     It  is  not  to  you,  but  lo  my  person,  that  he  ofkn 
unpardonable  an  affront." 

The  Princess  Badoura  remmed  to  the  chamber  of  Hatatolnefous  as  late 
evening  as  on  the  preceding  one.  She  converged  with  her  in  the  same  manner, 
and  was  then  going  to  say  her  prayer  while  she  went  to  Ix'd,  but  Haiatalnefou 
prevented  her,  and  oblifred  her  to  sit  down  again.  "  WTiat ! "  said  *he» "  I  Mt 
you  intend  to  treat  me  Uiis  night  as  you  did  ue  Ciro  fiinncr  ones.    TcU  ac^l 


cat  TOO,  in  what  I  can  have  displeased  you — I,  who  not  only  love,  but  adore 
jm,  ana  etteem  myself  the  happiest  of  all  the  princesses  of  ray  rank,  for  having 
^•■afale  a  prince  as  you  arc  for  my  husband  ?  Any  other  besides  mc  would  have 
•a  nod  opportunity  for  rcvxnge  by  abandoning  )-ou  to  your  luckless  fate  for  so 
JUgnazit  an  afTront  to  my  per&on  :  but  e\'en  did  I  not  luvc  you  as  I  do,  I  am  too 
«oapassionate  for  the  misfortunes  even  of  those  who  are  totally  indifTcrent  to  me, 
■at  to  warn  you  that  the  king  ray  father  is  extremely  irritated  with  your  mode 
«af  proceeding,  and  that  he  only  suspends  his  anger  till  to-morrow,  when  you  will 
"Mta  hs  just  dTccts,  if  you  continue  this  usage  of  me.  1  conjure  you  not  to  drive 
^pRDcon  to  despair,  who  cannot  avoid  loving  you.'' 

nbmecch  occasioned  inexpressible  eniba^assment  to  the  Princess  Badoura. 

ShtCOttidnot  doubt  the  sincerity  of  Hniatahiefous ;  the  coolness  which  King 

-i^ivtno*  bad  shown  her  on  that  day  fully  pto\-cd  his  displeasure.    The  only 

VBbod  that  occurred  to  her  of  justifying  her  conduct,  was  to  confess  her  sex  to 

yijUiligfuM.    But  although  she  had  foreseen  that  she  should  be  obliged  to 

!  tilts  decbration,  yet  the  uncertainty  whether  this  princess  would  talw  it  in 

pan  made  her  tremble.     But  at  last,  when  she  reflected  that  if  Prince 

inun  was  still  alive,  he  must  necessarily  stop  at  the  Isle  of  Ebony  in 

Vi«Kf  to  the  dominions  of  Schahzaman,  that  she  ought  to  preserve  herself  for 

^  and  that  she  could  only  do  it  by  discovering  herself  to  the  Princess  Haiatal- 

*^K%t  she  hazarded  this  confession. 
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As  Hadoura  had  remained  silent  and  confused,  Haiaulncfous  bccocniitg  in- 
patient, WJ5  goini;  to  continue,  wlicn  she  pre^tntcd  her  by  thcw  wordi :  "To* 
amiable  and  channing  princess,"  said  she,  "  I  confess  1  am  m  fault,  and  1  ftwl) 
condemn  myself ;  but  f  hope  you  will  pardon  me,  and  th.it  you  wiU  not  noUn 
the  secret  t  am  going  to  entrust  you  with  for  my  justtfirAtton."  At  the  sinx 
moracni  Badoura  uncovered  hear  bosom.  "See,  pnnccss,"  continued  &tie."ifi 
woman  and  u  princess,  such  as  you  are  yourself,  cfoes  not  dcser\'e  your  uoidoo; 
1  am  persuaded  you  will  grant  it  with  good-will  when  I  shall  have  rclatca  lojm 
my  htstury,  and  above  aU,  when  you  arc  made  acquainted  with  the  mb' 
which  has  obliged  me  to  act  a  detcitful  pan." 

When  the  I'rincess  Uadoura.  luid  Cf  ncludcd  her  namiiion,  and  made 
known  to  the  Trincess  of  the  Isle  of  Ebony,  site  entreated  her  a  scccMid  tunc 
to  betray  her  secret,  and  to  agree  to  conimue  ihc  deceit,  and  pnrtcnd  that 
was  really  her  husband^  until  the  arrival  of  Prince  Camaralzaman,  whoa 
hoped  ahurtly  to  see  agaio. 

''Princess,'  repUcd  Haiatalnefous,  "it  would  indeed  be  a  singular  dcsbay, if 
so  luppy  a  union  as  yours  has  been  should  be  of  such  sliort  auratkio  after;. 
mutual  attection,  conceived  and  preserved  with  so  many  miraculous  advcMsK 
I  join  my  wishe*i  to  yours,  that  Heaven  may  soon  re-umte  you.     Be  aHured, 
the  mcaniinie,  that  1  will  most  rcli^ously  prescn-c  the  secret  you  haw  cnu 
me  with.     I  shall  feci  the  greatest  pleasure  at  being  the  only  person  in  Ihe 
kingdom  of  the  Isle  of  Ebony  who  rcuUy  knows  you,  while  you  gavem  il 
the  wisdom  you  have  displayed  at  the  couimcncenicnt  of  your  rcij^.     I  a 
you  to  love  me,  but  now  1  declare  lo  you  that   I  shall  be  fully  saiisncd  if  701 
not  refuse  me  your  friendship."    After  this  conversation  the  two  pnrKeMct 
derly  embraced^  and  with  a  thousand  demonatrutions  of  reciprocal  fiiendsh^ 
lay  down  to  rest 

It  was  a  custom  in  this  island  that  the  consummatioD  of  royal  marriages  all 
be  made  kno^^ti  to  the  jnibhc.     The  prmcess,  however,  found  some  mciltt 
overcomtn);  this  ditliculty  ;  and  not  only  the  female  attendants  of  the  Pi 
Haiatalne^us  were  the  iieKl  morning  deceived,  but  also  King  jVrmanos,the 
his  consort,  and  his  whole  court.     And  from  this  time  tlie  Prtncess 
continued  to  govern  the  kingdom  in  great  tranquillity,  to  the  com(4ete 
of  the  king  and  all  his  &ubjcrt&. 

While  these  things  were  in  this  situation  in  the  Isle  of  Ebony  Ixtwgen 
Princess  Badoura  and  Haiatalnefous,  King  Armanos,  the  queen,  the  coort^ 
the  rest  of  the  i)coplc  in  the  kingdom,  Prince  Camaralzaman  was  still  ui  ifae 
of  idulatetb  with  the  gardener  who  had  offered  him  a  retreat 

One  momiiig  very  earlv,  while  tJie  prince  was  prepann^  to  work  in  the 
as  was  his  usual  custom,  ihe  good  old  gardener  prevented  him.  "  The  wJ 
said  he  to  him,  **  have  a  erand  festiv.il  to-day,  and  as  thcv  abstain  frtwn  all 
of  labour,  to  pass  il  in  puolic  asi^emblies  and  rejoicing?,  tfiey  will  not  suflitr 
sulmans  either  to  work  ;  and  the  Utter,  to  preserve  peace  and  amitv  with 
enter  into  their  amusements,  and  arc  present  at  the  various  «pccucles.  which 
well  worthy  of  nonce ;  so  you  may  allow  yourself  a  little  rest  to^lay.  1  ■ 
leave  you  here,  and  as  the  time  approaches  for  Ihe  merchant  vcsad  wbick  _ 
mentioned  to  you  to  sail  for  the  Island  of  Ebony,  1  am  going  to  see  sotne  frkodh 
aiid  will  inquire  of  thein  what  day  it  is  10  set  sail,  and  at  the  same  time  I  «il 
arrange  m;ittcrs  for  your  embarking  m  it"  The  gardener  put  un  his  best  <bf* 
and  went  out 

When  Prince  Camaraliamiin  found  himself  alone,  instead  (tf  pafttkin^  of  A* 
public  rejoicings  which  enUvened  the  whole  city,  the  state  of  inact^y  be  n- 
maincd  in  brought  to  his  mind  in  Wronger  colour*  the  sad  recollection  of  his  cmt- 
beloved  princess.  Absorbed  by  bis  melancholy  reilccii'mi,  he  sighed  and  mouei 
a$  he  walked  along  the  garden,  when  the  iwisc  made  by  two  biniB,  who 
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P^X^  on  a  iree  near  him,  attracting  his  attention,  inclined  bim  to  lift  up  hts 
■^*d  and  stop. 

^j>m.inlnman  obser\'ed  that  these  t»rds  were  Bghting'  desperately,  pecking 
^*«4  other  wiili  their  beaks,  and  iu  a  few  minutes  he  saw  one  of  them  fall  dead 
^^  iJKfoct  of  a  tree.  The  bird  who  leuiaitied  conqueror  resumed  his  flight,  and 
**>c«i  disappeared. 

^  -^  i3w  same  momeni.iwoother  birds  of  a  larger  size,  who  had  seen  the  combat 
«X>ma  dtsunce,  arrived  finom  a  different  quarter,  and  alighted,  one  at  the  head, 
^keoihcrat  the  feet  of  the  deceased,  looked  at  him  for  a  considerable  lime,  aliak- 
tx^  their  beads  in  a  way  which  showed  tlieir  grief,  and  then  dug  a  grave  for  bim 
*acli  their  claws,  in  which  they  buried  him. 

Ai  soon  xs  the  birds  had  again  Blled  the  grave  n-ith  the  earth,  they  tlew  away, 
■J»d  a  short  lime  after  returned,  holding  in  wir  beaks,  one  by  the  wing,  and  the 
otbcr  by  the  claw,  Ihc  crimtnal  bird,  who  uttered  dreadful  screams,  and  made 
viailent  efforts  to  escape.  They  brought  him  lo  the  grave  of  the  bird  he  had  m 
kis  rag«  destroyed,  and  there,  sacrificing  him  to  the  just  punishment  he  merited 
fcr  tbc  cruel  murder  he  had  committed,  ihcy  deprived  him  of  life  by  pecking  him 
ivilh  Iheir  beaks.  They  then  tore  open  his  body,  drew  out  the  entrails,  and 
kmving  the  corpse  on  the  ground.  Hew  away. 

CtmorKlzaman  remained  in  silent  admiration  the  whole  time  this  surprising 

KKki  continued,     tie  approached  the  tree  where  the  scene  had  taken  place, 

autiog  bis  e)'C3  on  the  entrails,  which  lay  scattered  on  the  ground,  he  per- 

ed  Kxnctlting  red  appearing  out  of  the  stomach  of  the  bird  th.it  had  been 

to  pieces.     He  took  up  the  manxied  remains  of  the  body,  and  taking  out 

tbc  red  substance  which  tiad  attracted  his  notice,  he  found  it  to  be  the  talisman 

ofihe  Princess  Badoura,his  de.ar  and  tenderiy-beloved  princess,  which  had  cost 

Ubm  much  anxiety,  pain,  and  regret,  since  this  bird  nad  tlown  awny  with  it. 

'&w3  Inrd,"  cried  he,  looking  at  it,  "  you  delighted  in  evil  actions  ;  and  I  have 

I  iDltide  cmsc  to  complain  of  the  grief  you  have  occasioned  mc.    But  in  propor- 

'tioB  lo  what  I  have  sutfercd  through  you,  so  much  do  I  wish  well  to  those  who 

Upc  avenged  my  injunes  by  revenging  ttie  death  of  tlieir  companion." 

h  t>  Dot  possible  lo  express  the  joy  of  Prince  Camaralzaman  at  tllis  adventure. 
,*Deiuesl  pnnccs%"lic  exclaimed  again,"  this  fortunate  moment,  in  which  I  thus 
[itedeein  what  is  so  \.iKi.ibIe  to  you,  is  no  doubt  a  happy  presage,  that  announces 
aMcting  with  jou  in  the  same  iincxpccied  manner,  and  perhaps  even  sooner 
1  dare  to  hope,     [tlcsscd  be  the  day  in  which  1  ta^tc  such  happiness,  and 
at  the  same  time  Hatters  me  with  the  deUghtful  prospect  of  the  greatest 
ire  I  can  enjoy." 
Ai  he  finished  these  words,  Camaralzaman  kissed  the  talisman,  and  wrap- 
It  up  carefully,  tied  it  round  his  arm.    During  his  extreme  atTliction,  he  had 
~i  umo&t  ever>'  nighi  without  closing  his  eyes,  and  in  the  midst  of  lonnent- 
:  tcAectiona.     He  slept  vcr>-  tianquilly  the  whole  of  that  which  succeeded  this 
rcvent ;  and  ihcticxt  morning  at  break  of  d.iy,  pulling  on  his  working  dress, 
,  lo  the  gardener  fur  his  orders,  who  begged  him  to  cut  and  root  upa  par- 
<  Sortar  trc«,  which  he  pointed  out  to  him,  as  being  old  and  no  longer  bearing  fniiL 
Camaraliaman  took  .in  .ixe  -ind  set  to  work.     .-Vs  he  Mas  cutting  a  pan  of  the 
root,  be  struck  something  which  seemed  to  resist,  and  made  a  loud  noise.      He 
Wuuvcd  the  e-irth,  and  discovered  a  large  plate  of  brass,  under  which  he  found 
i  a«airca«ewith  icn  steps.   He  immediately  descended,  and  when  he  had  reached 
fetwttotn,  he  saw  himsdf  in  a  sort  of  cave  or  vault,  about  fifteen  feet  square,  in 
»tedl  be  counted  fifty  large  bronze  jars  ranged  round  it,  each  with  a  cover.    He 
^KPwrcd  Ihera  all,  one  after  the  other,  and  found  them  filled  with  gold-dust. 
8e  0m  teft  tbc  vaull,  quite  overjoyed  at  having  dis<-ovcrcd  so  rirh  a  treasure  : 
h  replaced  the  plaie  over  the  fct:urcase>  and  continued  to  root  up  the  tree  while 
W  nitod  for  the  gardener's  return. 
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The  gardener  had  been  infonned  on  the  preceding  day  that  the  vessel  vhich 
sailed  annually  to  the  Isle  of  Ebony  w.-is  to  depart  in  a  very  few  days  ;  but  tbtne 
who  had  given  him  the  inieliigcncc  could  not  acquaint  him  with  the  prtcbecUy; 
tlicy  promised,  howe\'cr,  to  do  so  on  the  morrow.  He  had  been  lo  gain  tht  bt- 
formation  he  wanted,  and  returned  with  a  countenance  which  displayed  the  )a^ 
he  fell  at  being  the  bearer  of  such  good  news  to  Camaralzaman,  ''  My  mjo,"  nid 
he  to  htm,  fur  by  his  great  age  he  claimed  the  privilege  of  addressing  the  pnnct 
in  such  famihar  icrma, "  rejoice,  and  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  cmbaric  in  tkm 
days  ;  the  vessel  u-ill  sail  on  that  day,  without  fail ;  and  I  have  agreed  with  Ihi 
captain  about  your  ^sage  and  departure." 

^'  In  my  present  situation,"  replied  Camaralzaman,  "  you  could  noC  uukosaa 
to  me  anytliing  of  so  a^Tecible  a  nature.  Hut,  in  return,  1  have  to  camamniali 
to  you  also  a  piece  of  news  which  will  give  yoii  great  pleasure.  Take  the  traafafe 
of  following  me,  and  you  will  &ee  the  good  fortune  that  Heaven  scTtds  yov.* 
Cam.ir.ilzaman  conducted  the  gardener  to  the  spot  where  he  rooted  up  the  tite. 
and  made  him  go  down  into  the  vault :  when  he  had  shown  him  the  number  ol 
jars  it  contained,  all  tilled  with  gold-dust,  he  expressed  his  joy  that  (Jod  hwl  ikis 
recompensed  his  virtue  and  all  the  fatigue  and  pain  he  bad  undergone  for  so  muy 
years. 

"  What  do  you  mean  ? "  replied  the  gardener.  "  Do  you  suppoie,  then,  that  I 
wilt  possess  myself  of  all  this  treasure  ?  No,  it  is  all  your  own ;  I  have  no  ^^ 
tensions  to  any  part  of  it.  During  eighty  years  that  I  have  worlted  in  this  gwifai 
since  my  father's  death  I  have  never  chanced  to  discover  tL  It  is  a  Vign  tint  k 
w.-u>  destined  for  you  alone,  since  God  pcnnittcd  you  to  tind  it ;  it  is  more  apfVi>- 
priate  to  a  prince  like  j'ou  than  to  riK,  who  am  on  the  brink  of  the  gra^-c,  and 
want  nothing  more.  God  sends  it  to  you  very  opportunelv  at  the  time  )ou  aiv 
about  to  return  to  the  states  which  arc  to  belong  to  yon,  ancl  where  you  will  siake 
a  good  use  of  it/ 

I'rincc  Camaralzaman  would  not  give  upio  the  gardener  in  generosity,  and  ihey 
had  a  great  cantei>t  on  this  point.  He  at  Icngtli  solemnly  {irotested  that  he  woold 
not  touch  any  of  the  gold  unless  tlic  gardener  retained  half  for  his  share,  to  whkh 
he  with  some  diftlcully  tonicntcd  ;  and  thcydividcd  the  jars,  twcnty-fi^-e  lo  eadk 

The  division  being  made,  "  My  son,'"  said  the  gardener,  "  this  is  not  enoai^: 
we  must  now  devise  some  plan  for  embarking  tne^e  riches  on  the  vesa^aaa 
taking  iheni  with  you  so  secretly  as  not  to  give  any  suspicion  of  them,  otberwiie 
you  might  run  a  risk  of  losing  them.  There  are  no  nli%'es  in  the  Isle  of  Eboaf, 
and  those  which  are  taken  frorn  here  are  in  great  request.  As  you  know,  1  hm 
a  good  provision  of  those  1  have  gathered  from  my  own  garden  ;  you  mutt  Xtkt 
the  fifty  jars  and  till  them  half-way  with  the  gold-dust,  and  the  other  half  with 
olives  up  to  the  top,  and  ne  will  liavc  them  tuten  to  the  ship  when  you  voortcV 
embark." 

Camaralzaman  adopted  this  advice,  and  employed  himself  the  rest  of  the  di| 
in  filling  and  .irranging  the  fifty  jars  ;  and  as  he  feared  th.it  be  mij^ht  loM  ihc 
talisman  of  the  Princess  Badoura  by  wearing  it  constantly  on  his  arm,  be  had  the 
precaution  to  put  it  in  one  of  these  jars,  on  which  he  set  a  mark  to  know  it  ^ml 
VVhea  he  had  completed  his  work,  and  the  jars  were  ready  for  removal,  ft*  m^ 
was  approaching,  he  went  home  with  the  gardener,  imd  entering  into  coarcna* 
tion  with  him,  rel.iied  the  battle  of  the  two  birds,  and  the  circtunstancea  < 
iog  this  .idvcnturc,  by  which  he  had  recovered  the  talisman  of  the 
B.idoura.  The  gardener  was  not  less  surprised  than  rejoiced  at  this  accooa^l 
his  sake 

Whether  it  was  on  account  of  his  great  age,  or  that  he  had  taken  too 
exercise  on  that  day,  the  gardener  palsed  a  Kid  nighi  ;  this  illness  incroosod  on 
the  following  day,  and  on  the  third  morning  he  found  himself  still  wocie.     A« 
lOOD  as  it  was  day,  the  captain  of  the  vessel  himself,  together  vnth  tome  tt  hit 
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Ik****"*  "*"*  *"**  knocked  at  the  garden-gate.  Camaraizaman  opened  it,  and 
^y  inuuired  for  the  passengcrwhn  w.is  lo  embark  on  board  their  vessel.  "  I  am 
"f.""  frrplicH  the  prince.  "The  gardener  who  look  my  passage  is  ill,  and  cannot 
*f*eak  lo  vdu  ;  however,  pray  come  in, and  take  a\ray  these  jars  of  olivL-s,  together 
*»Ui  my  bajjgagc,  and  1  will  fallow  you  as  soon  as  I  have  taken  my  leave  of  him.'* 
The  itauncn  cimcd  .iway  bis  jars  and  baggage,  and  on  leaving  Caniaralia- 
***n,  deMrcd  him  to  follow  them  immediately  :  "  The  wind  is  fair,"  added  the 
opCaia,  "  and  I  only  wait  lor  you  to  set  sail." 
As  soon  as  the  captain  and  seamen  were  gone,  Camaralnman  returned  to  th« 
I  (vdener,  to  bid  him  farewell  and  thank  him  for  all  the  good  offices  he  had  re- 
^  ^*td  from  him  :  but  he  found  him  at  the  point  of  deatti,  and  he  had  scarcely 
■Mtedned  from  him  the  profession  of  his  faith,  according  to  the  custom  of  good 
^^^kidinkns  on  the  article  of  de.ith,  than  he  saw  him  expire. 
^^^"■The  pnncc,  being  under  the  necessity  of  embarking  immediately,  used  the 
^UBOlt  diligence  in  performing  the  last  duties  to  the  deceased.  He  washed  the 
0%,  wrapped  it  in  the  sepiUchr.il  clothes,  and  having  dug  a  grave  in  the  eardcn 
iJK  u  Mahorocuns  were  barely  tolerated  in  the  city  of  idolaters,  they  had  no 
VoMic  cemetery.),  he  buried  it  himself,  which  employed  him  till  the  close  of  the 
*ty.  He  then  set  out,  without  losing  any  more  time,  to  embark  ;  and  to  use 
'^ax  dispatch,  he  took  the  key  of  llie  garden  with  him,  intcndmg  tu  deliver  it 
■^oAc  proprietor,  or  if  he  could  not  accomplish  that,  to  give  it  to  some  trusty 
Svson,  in  the  presence  of  niinesses,  to  remit  it  to  him.  But  when  arrived  at  tlie 
Ivboor,  he  was  informed  that  the  ship  had  weighed  anchor  some  time,  and  it 
^Qi  already  out  of  sight.  They  added  that  tt  had  waited  for  him  three  full  hours 
%dbre  it  act  sail 

Ctnuralxaman  was  >-exed  and  distressed  to  the  utmost  degree  at  fuiding  hhn- 

sdfobbged  to  remain  in  a  countr)-  where  he  had  no  wish  to  form  any  acquaintance, 

4Bd  10  wmll  another  year  before  the  oppurtunity  he  had  just  lost  would  again 

JMNM  ltscl£     What  mortified  him  siill  more  was^  that  he  had  parted  with  the 

■■atti^ii^  of  ihf!  Princess  Badoura,  which  he  now  gave  up  for  lost.     He  had  no 

«dier  method  to  pursue  but  return  to  the  garden  he  had  left,  to  rent  it  of  the 

ludkird  to  whom  it  belonged,  and  to  continue  the  culti\-ation  of  it,  while  he  de- 

hii  misfortune.    As  he  could  not  support  the  fatigue  of  all  the  labour  it 

he  hired  a  boy  to  assist  him ;  and  that  he  might  not  lose  the  other  share 

treasure,  which  came  to  him  by  the  death  of  the  gardener,  who  had  died 

hdrs,  he  put  the  gold-dust  into  fifty  other  jars,  and  covered  them  with 

%  be  had  uone  before,  that  he  might  take  them  with  him  when  the  time 

nan/t  fer  fatm  to  embark. 

While  Prince  Camaraizaman  was  beginning  another  year  of  pain,  sorrow,  and 
%iipartence,  the  vessel  continued  iis  voy.ige  with  a  favourable  wind,  and  arrived 
'^moM  any  misfortune  at  the  capital  of  the  isle  of  Ebony. 

As  ifac  fwUce  was  on  the  sea-shore,  the  new  king,  or  rather  the  Princess 
TbJpBfA,  who  perceived  the  vessel  while  sailing  into  port,  with  all  its  t1.igs  ilying, 
^Wiiiiiul  what  ship  it  was,  and  was  told  that  it  came  cvcr>'  year  from  the  city  of 
Wohiejt  at  that  season,  and  that  it  was  in  general  laden  with  verv  rich  roer- 
<«hMdi$e. 

Th*  princess,  who.  in  the  midst  of  all  the  state  and  splendour  that  surrounded 

^■.haa  her  mind  constantly  occupied  with  the  idea  of  Camara1i.-tm.in,  conceived 

^tttbc  might  hare  embarked  on  ooard  that  vessel,  and  the  thought  occurred  to 

going  to  meet  him  when  he  landed,  not  intending  to  make  herself  known 

itlorahewas  convinced  he  would  not  rccognixe  her,  but  to  observe  him, 

-  take  the  measures  she  thought  most  proper  for  their  mutual  discover)'. 

v>d«f  pretence,  therefore,  of  inspecting  the  merchandise,  and  c%cn  of  being  the 

^  10  MC  and  to  choose  the  most  vaTuablc  for  herself,  she  ordered  a  hone  to 

*biQugh(  ber.    She  went  to  the  tiarbour,  accompanied  by  several  officers  who 
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boppened  to  be  with  her,  and  she  arrived  at  the  moment  th^t  the  captaia  < 
on  shore.     She  desired  him  lo  come  to  her,  and  inquired  t>i  him  from 
he  had  sailed,  how  lone  he  had  been  ^t  se^.  what  good  or  unfortunftte  ii 
be  had  met  with  duringnis  voyage,  if  he  had  amonest  his  passengen  any 
of  distinction,  and  above  all,  with  what  his  vessel  was  liden. 

The  captain  gave  satisfactory  answers  to  all  these  questions  ;  as  lor  ibe  pas- 
sengers, he  assured  her  there  were  none  besides  the  merchants  who  were 
tomed  to  Inde  hither ;  and  that  ihey  brought  very  rich  stuffs  from  d' 
countries.  Uncns  of  the  linest  texture,  painted  as  well  as  pLun,  precious 
musk,  ambeti^s,  camphor,  civet,  s^nces,  medicinal  drugs,  olives,  and 
other  articles. 

The  Princess  Badoura.  happened  to  be  passionately  fond  of  olives.  She  Iwl 
no  sooner  heard  ihcm  mentioned,  than  she  said  to  ttie  captain,  "  I  will  takeal 
you  have  on  b<iard  ;  order  them  to  be  unladen  immediately,  that  I  may  ban«ia 
for  them.  As  for  the  other  merchandise,  you  will  inform  the  owncra  tu  oriBf  IK 
the  most  beautiful  and  ^-aluablcuftlieir  goods,  before  tliey  show  themtoaitvooc' 

"Sire,"  replied  the  captain,  who  look  her  for  the  King  of  the  Isle  of  tbooy, 
which  in  fact  she  was,  m  her  feigned  character,  "there  are  fifty  lar^  lars  of 
olives  ;  but  they  belong  to  a  merchant  who  remained  behind.  I  lud  xxaatm^ 
him  of  my  departure,  and  even  waited  for  him  some  time ;  but  as  I  found  ba^ 
not  come,  ana  that  his  delay  prevented  my  profiting  by  a  favourable  wind,  1  lost 
all  patience,  and  set  sail."  "  Let  them  be  put  ashore,  nevertheless,**  ivpUad  tb* 
princess  ;  ''  this  shall  not  prevent  our  making  the  bargain.* 

The  capuin  sent  his  boat  lo  the  ship,  and  it  soon  returned,  bringing  the  JMi 
of  oli\-cs.  The  princess  inquired  wliat  die  value  of  the  Bfiy  jars  might  oc  is  tbe 
Isle  of  Ebony.  "  Sire,"  replied  the  captain,  **  the  merchant  is  ver)*  poor ;  yoat 
majes^  will  confer  a  great  obligation  on  him  by  givinif  him  a  thousand  piecat  of 
stwer.  "That  he  may  be  perfectly  satisfied,'  said  the  pnncess,  *'aaa  la  cOtt- 
sidcration  of  his  great  ix>vcny,  yuu  sluU  have  a  thousand  pieces  (u  gold  coaaiaA 
out  to  you,  which  you  will  take  cnre  to  give  him."  She  gave  orders  for  tbc  p^T 
mcnt  of  Uil%  sum,' and  after  she  had  desired  the  jars  to  be  Uken  away,  she  re- 
turned to  the  palace. 

As  night  .ipproached,  the  Princess  Hadnura  retired  to  tbe  interior  palace,  aad 
w«nt  to  (he  apartment  of  ihc  Princess  Haiatalnefous,  where  she  had  toe  fifty  jan 
of  olives  brought  to  her.  .She  had  opened  one,  to  taste  them,  and  to  eai  of  IHDi 
herself,  and  poured  some  into  a  dish,  when  concct^T  her  jsionishiDcsu  »  ftwttv 
the  olives  mixed  whh  gold-du$i.  "What  a  wonderful  adventure!**  i  ii  Isiiiw 
she.  She  immediately  onlcrcd  the  c)thcr  jars  to  be  opened  and  emptied  in  ber 
presence,  by  tbe  women  of  Haiatalnefous  ;  and  her  surpnse  mcrcucd,  as  she 
perceived  tliat  the  olives  in  each  jar  were  mixed  wilh  the  gold-dusL  But  wba 
that  was  empiied  in  which  Camaralzaman  had  deposited  the  Mlism^tn.  her  caai^ 
lions  on  seeing  It  were  so  strong,  that  she  W.1S  quite  overcome,  ■  ■-i  away. 

The  Princess   Hatatalnefous  and  her  women  ran  to  her  3  .od,  br 

throwing  wrater  on  her  face,  at  length  brought  her  to  herself.  \\  .'ten  ihe  had 
recovered  her  senses,  she  look  up  the  talisman,  and  kissed  it  sweral  time*  ;  bst 
as  she  did  nnt  choose  to  say  anything  before  the  princess's  women,  who  woa 
ignorant  of  her  disguise, and  as  it  was  time  to  retire  to  rest,  she  iliinitiaiiil  tWiii 
"  Princes"  said  she  to  Hai.itilnefous.  as  soon  as  th^  were  lUonc,  ** after  vrtol 
I  have  reUtcd  to  you  of  my  adventures,  >-ou  no  doubt  guessed  that  it  was  on 
beholding  this  talisnum  that  1  fainted.  It  is  mine,  .ind  the  ^-'  ■'  '-"•"■  of  (be 
separation  that  has  uken  place  between  my  beloved  husbao'  dfc     ll 

was  the  occasion  of  an  event  so  painful  for  both,  and  1  am  ccxu  -.  :    _^jOO»efy 
will  be  the  means  of  our  speedy  re-union." 

The  ne^t  morning,  as  soon  as  day  had  appeared,  iho  PrittceM  Badoura  tmn 
fisr  the  captain  of  the  veaseL    When  be  was  come,  she  said  10  him,  *  1  bcf  jroa 
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to  jfive  me  a  more  sadsfactorv  account  of  the  merchant  to  whom  the  olives  be- 
k>nmi  thai  1  bought  ycstcrcJay.  1  think  you  told  me  that  you  left  him  behind 
i«»   uw  cily  of  idolaieri  ;  can  you  inform  me  what  was  his  occupation  there  ?  " 

**Sire,  replied  the  captain,  "  I  can  acquami  your  majesty  with  it,  as  I  know 
it^for  certain.  I  had  agreed  about  his  passage  with  a  gardener,  who  was  ex- 
tTKoadf  old ;  and  he  told  me  that  I  should  find  him  in  his  garden,  the  situation 
oC  irUch  be  pointed  out  to  me,  where  he  worked  under  him-  This  made  rac  say 
to  TOUT  majesty  that  he  was  poor.  I  went  to  this  very  garden  to  seek  hi[n,  aod 
•^1  him  that  1  vas  going  to  embark,  and  spoke  to  him  myself." 
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•If  this  be  the  case.*"  said  the  princess,  "you  must  set  sail  again  to-day.  and 
itttni  to  the  cit)-  of  idolaters,  to  search  for  this  young  gardener,  and  bring  htm 
kcre;fbT  he  is  mv  debtor.  If  you  refuse,  I  declare  that  I  will  confiscate  not  only 
4  i^egpods  which  belong  to  you,  and  those  of  the  merchants  >*ou  have  on  board, 
W  win  aiso  make  your  life  and  that  of  the  merchanis  responsible  for  it.  At  this 
■wewi  they  arc  going  by  my  command  to  place  the  seal  on  the  magazines 
«lcre  they  are  deposited,  and  which  shall  not  be  taken  off  until  you  have  de- 
Kmid  hito  my  hands  the  young  man  I  require.  This  is  what  I  had  to  say  to 
t**.    Co,  and  obe>*  my  orders." 

The  captain  had  nothing  to  reply  to  this  command,  the  non-execution  of  which 
■IB  to  invoU-e  him  and  the  merchants  in  so  severe  a  punishment  He  imparted 
klD  diem,  and  they  were  no  less  anxious  than  himself  for  the  immediate  departure 
if  ifae  Tcssel :  he  stored  it  with  water  and  prON-isions  for  the  voyage,  which  was 
fae  «iih  so  much  expedition  that  he  set  sail  on  that  very  day. 
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of  Ktialedan.   "  If  you  had  arrived  tome  days  sooner,"  continue^  ^-  •'■--  col^ 
luve  embarked  in  that  which  sailed  tJits  year.     Uut  1/  vuu  wil.  •^■^aa  ri 

next  year  sails,  and  like  tu  live  with  inc,  1  otTer  you  my  liouse,  ^UL^  .»  .;  u,mib 
all  my  heart.' 

Prince  Camanitxatnan  esteemed  himself  vcr^- fortunate  in  having  ihtu  tDctwitk 
an  asylum  inajikicc  where  he  neither  knew  anyone  nor  had  aay  intctctt  tolbni 
acuuaintanccs.  He  accepted  the  uHcr,  and  remained  with  the  gardener;  ud 
while  he  u-uited  the  departure  of  a  merchant  vessel  for  the  Ule  of  Eboc^,  In 
employed  himself  in  working'  in  the  garden  durine  the  day,  .ind  the  niKhttrVlMfi 
notning  prevented  his  thoughts  from  fixing  on  his  dear  Princess  Uadoara,  fae 
pa&Md  in  sighs,  tears,  and  lamentations.  We  will  leave  him  in  this  place  to  return 
lo  the  Princess  Badoura,  M-hom  we  left  sleeping  in  her  tent. 

The  princess  slept  for  some  time,  and  on  waking  was  surprised  fhu  Priaoe 
Camaralzaman  was  not  with  her.  She  called  her  women,  and  asked  them  if  dsy 
knew  where  he  ^vas.  Whilst  they  were  assuring  her  that  the)-  had  seen  hin)  fo 
into  the  tent,  but  luid  not  observed  his  quilting  il,  she  perceived,  on  taking  np her 
girdle.  Uiat  the  little  bag  was  open,  and  that  the  talisman  was  nn  loDgcrma. 
She  did  not  doubt  that  the  prince  tiad  taken  it  out  to  examine  it.  and  that  be 
would  bring  it  back.     She  expected  him  till  night  witli  the  greate:»t  impatJCDOt, 

and  could  not  comprehend  what  could  oblige  him  to  be  a*-  i-"'  '' '—  ■  ' '  "' 

"When  she  perceived  that  night  w.ts  come  on,  and  that  it  * 

and  yet  hc  did  not  return,  she  gave  herself  up  to  the  di., '. ^ 

uttered  a  thousand  curses  tx^ih  on  the  talisman  and  on  him  who  made  it ;  aod  it 
respect  had  not  restrained  her  tongue,  she  would  even  have  indulged  in  Unprt 
caiioas  against  the  queen  her  mother,  for  having  made  her  so  tital  «  praoiL 
Although  she  was  distracted  at  this  event— so  much  the  more  afflicnng  tu  ^ 
could  form  no  conception  why  the  t.ilism.m  should  be  the  cause  of  the  prince's 
departure — she  did  not  lose  her  presence  of  mind,  but,  on  the  contrary,  lonncd  ■ 
courageous  design,  not  common  with  her  sex. 

None  but  the  pnnccss  and  her  women  knew  of  Otnaralzaman^s  disappcftraaea^ 
for  at  that  lime  tiis  people  had  all  rctiretl,  and  were  sleeping  in  their  tcnt&  As 
she  feared  they  might  betray  her  if  his  absence  c»mc  to  their  knnwlrd?^  «be 
endeavoured  to  subdue  her  grief,  and  commanded  her  »">     1  ■\a 

anything  that  might  create  the  slightest  suspicion.     She  ''■  ■» 

for  one  of  Camaralzaman's,  »vliom  she  resembled  so  strong i\ ,  ri^a:  ;u-i  jH.-<ipie  sup- 
posed it  to  be  him  on  the  following  mommg  when  she  made  hrr  a{iprar»nce  ud 
commanded  them  to  p.ick  up  the  t»aggage  and  proceed  on  their  journey.  ^\'hca 
all  was  ready,  she  m.ide  one  of  her  women  take  bcr  place  in  the  liuer,  and  «be 
herself  mounted  her  horse,  and  they  set  otf. 

After  a  journey  of  several  months  by  land  as  well  as  by  sea,  the  princcsA,wbo 
h.id  conunued  ihe  disguise  of  Prince  Camaralzaman.  in  order  to  reach  tiM 
Islands  of  the  Children  of  Khalcdan,  arrived  at  the  capital  of  llie  Isle  of  EbOMy, 
the  reigning  king  of  which  was  named  Armanos,  As  those  of  htf  pcopi*  nmo 
disembarked  the  first  to  seek  a  lodging  for  her  had  puUished  in  the  town  that 
the  vessel  which  was  just  arrived  bore  Prince  Camarabamaru  who  i»as  rvtummg 
from  a  lung  voj-age.  wd  whom  bad  weather  had  obliged  to  make  for  Ihis  port, 
the  intelligence  soon  readied  the  palace  of  the  king. 

King  /Umanos,  accompanied  by  the  greatest  |xirt  nf  his  court,  bntnedlattly 
set  out  to  receive  the  princess,  anil  met  her  just  as  she  had  left  the  vtaaA,  and 
was  going  to  the  lodging  that  was  engaged  for  her.  He  received  her  as  the  ion 
of  a  king  who  was  his  friend  and  ally,  with  whom  he  had  alwa>-«  li\-cd  on  urmi 
of  amity,  and  conducted  her  to  his  palace,  where  he  lodged  her  and  her  wtiiito 
suite,  notwiihsiandini;  her  earnest  entre-ities  to  be  permitted  to  h.tve  a  lodifiRg 
to  herself:  Hc  confencd  upon  her  all  the  honours  imaginnbie^  beside*  nyalini 
bcr  for  three  days  witli  extraordinary  magnificence. 
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i^^fco  he  himself  wai.    "  There  is,"  added  she,  "  so  grcai  a  distance  between  the 

;  of  a  ];reat  prince  as  he  is,  and  that  of  a  gardener,  that  there  iniyhi  be  some 

Jier  attending  his  passing  from  one  of  the  lowest  degrees  of  t}ie  people  to  the 

"■•T  highest,  however  justice  might  demand  such  an  act."    Far  from  being  faith- 

**■  BO  her  promise,  the  Princess  of  the  Isle  of  Ebony  concurred  with  her  in  the 

•wsign  she  had  formed.     She  even  assured  her  that  she  would  contribute  all  in 

'•tl  power  to  forward  it,  if  she  would  inform  her  of  what  she  wished  her  to  do. 

The  next  day.  the  Pnnccss  of  China,  under  the  name,  habit,  and  authority  of 
■ting  of  tlie  lile  of  Ebuny,  after  taking  care  to  have  Fnncc  Camamlaman  con- 
(iiBCled  lo  the  bath  %'ery  early  in  the  morning,  and  dressed  in  the  robe  of  an  emir, 
f*  fo»emor  of  a  province,  introduced  him  into  the  council,  where  he  attracted 
the  attention  of  all  the  nobles  who  were  present,  by  his  elegant  and  majestic  aK 
and  well-formed  person. 

Tbe  Frincesa  iladoura  herself  was  charmed  to  see  him  again  as  amiable  as  he 

Ittd  so  often  appeared  to  her  ;  and  she  felt  additional  interest  in  extolling  htm 

■o  the  council.     After  he  had  taken  his  place  in  the  rank  of  «nirs,  according  to 

ho  directions, "  My  lords,"  said  she,  addressing  the  other  emirs,  '*  Camaraliaman, 

whom  J  this  day  present  to  yuu  as  your  colleague,  is  not  unworthy  of  the  situation 

be  occupies  amongst  you.     I  have  had  sufficient  experience  of  his  worth  in  my 

tavcls,  to  be  able  to  answer  for  htm,  and  I  can  assure  you  that  he  will  make 

Uttsdf  known  to  and  admired  by  you,  as  much  for  his  i-alour  and  a  thousand 

MherpxMl  and  amiable  qualities,  as  by  the  superior  greatness  of  his  mind." 

Camaialiaman  was  exiremtly  surprised  when  he  heard  the  King  of  the  Isle  of 
Efaony,  whom  he  little  suspected  to  be  a  woman,  much  less  his  adored  princess, 
Cd  Inm  by  his  name,  and  assure  the  assembly  that  he  knew  him,  when  he  was 
buelf  convinced  that  he  had  never  met  him  in  any  place  ;  he  was  still  more 
Woaishcd  al  the  unexpected  praise  the  king  bestowed  on  him. 

This  praise,  however,  although  pronounced  by  royal  lips  did  not  disconcCft 
tn:  be  recen-cd  it  witli  a  modcstj'  that  proved  he  dcscr\xd  it,  but  that  it  did 
HlCKcite  his  vanit)'.  He  prostrated  himself  before  the  throne  of  the  king,  and 
■hoi  he  arose,  he  said,  **  Sire,  1  cannot  And  words  to  express  my  thanks  to  your 
aajescy  for  tiic  great  honour  you  hav-e  conferred  on  me,  much  less  for  all  your 
kndncss.  I  will  exert  myself  to  the  utmost  of  my  abilities  to  deserve  both  the 
(Be  and  the  other." 

^Wbcn  he  left  the  council,  the  prince  was  conducted  by  an  officer  to  a  large 
wliich  tiie  Princess  Baduura  had  already  ordered  to  be  furnished  and 
for  his  reception.  Hethere  found  officers  and  ser^-anis  ready  to  receive 
I^MBIBands,  and  .-i  stable  filled  with  very  fine  horses,  the  whole  suited  to  tho 
xVf  of  an  emir,  which  had  just  been  conferred  on  him  ;  and  when  he  went 
into  htf  closet,  his  steward  presented  him  with  a  coffer  full  of  gold  for  his  expenses. 
The  leu  he  was  able  to  guess  from  what  quarter  this  good  fortune  came,  the 
pcftto'  mu  his  surprise  and  admiration  ;  but  he  never  entertained  the  least 
■apidoD  that  it  was  his  own  princess  who  was  the  cause  of  the  whole. 

hx  tbe  end  of  two  or  three  days,  the  Princess  Badoura,  to  afford  Camaratzaman 
*)or«  frequent  access  lo  her  person,  as  well  as  to  raise  him  to  higher  distinction, 
tauiwed  on  him  the  office  of  grand  treasurer,  which  had  become  \-acanL  He 
tcquitled  himself  in  this  new  ofTice  with  so  much  integrity,  at  the  same  time 
ooaCenrteff  obUgations  on  ever)'  one,  that  he  acquired  not  only  the  friendship  of 
d  the  nobles  aboot  the  coun,  but  also  won  the  beans  of  the  common  people  by 
til  rectitude  and  generosity. 
Cunaxalzaman  would  have  been  the  happiest  of  men  to  find  himself  In  sncb 
~  ^|h  CtvDur  with  a  king,  who,  as  he  supposes,  was  an  entire  stranger  to  him,  and 
l*o  to  obtain  the  esteem  of  every'  one,  which  daily  increased,  had  be  possessed 
wptioccss  also.  But  m  the  midst  of  all  his  splendour  he  never  ceased  lament- 
i^  ibe  hMs  of  his  princess,  and  that  he  could  gain  no  information  respecting  her 
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dispatched  to  all  parts  of  tbe  kingdom,  ih.it  the  same  cereR]onic&  and  the : 
demon 5lrali on i  of  joy  might  be  observed. 

In  the  evening  the  whole  palace  was  in  festivity,  and  the  Princesi  Hrintihr 
fous,  fur  this  ua^i  ilie  name  of  the  daughter  of  the  King  of  the  I&land  of  Etigajv 
\t-as  cunductcd  to  the  i'rmcess  Uadouro,  whom  every  one  supposed  to  beaan, 
with  a  mai^niticcncc  truly  royal    The  ceremonies  being  completed,  tbqr  vac 
left  alone,  and  retired  to  rest. 

Tbe  next  morning,  while  the  Princess  Badoum  received  the  compluneau 
lan^c  a>icmbly  of  cuurucni  on  their  marruge  and  accession  to  die  throtu,  ~ 
Armanos  aud  his  queen   repaired  to  the  apartment  of  the  new  qDCcn, 
dauijhlLT.io  inquire  how  >be  passed  the  nigbL    Instead  of  making  any  rqplyi 
fixed  het  e>es  upon  theground,and  by  the  expression  uf^rrow  which  ov< 
her  countenance,  plainly  showed  that  she  was  dissali'sfied. 

In  order  to  console  the  I'rincess  Haiatalnefous,  the  king  said  : 
daughter,  let  not  this  afflict  you  ;  when  I'rincc  Cam^imUaman 
onlv  sought   to  return  as  soon  as  possible  to  Kin^    Scbahxamaii,  \.\..   ._. 
Allnough  n-c  have  patented  him  from  puitinj:^  his  desi^^n  into  execution,  by  mt 
with  which  he  must  be  vvcU  satisfied,  we  must  nevenhclcss  conclude  that  he  I 
much  disaftpoiniment  at  being  so  suddenly  deprived  even  of  the  hope  erf  i 
seeing  him  again, or  any  one  belonging  to  his  family.    Vuu  may  therefore  < 
when  these  emotions  of  filial  tenderness  are  a  Uttie  subsided,  that  he  wilt 
towards  you  as  a  good  husband." 

The  Princess  Itadoura,  under  the  assumed  name  of  CamaraliaiQan,  and 
of  the  lUand  of  Ebony,  pa&sed  the  whole  of  that  day  not  only  in  rereiviac 
complhnents  of  her  court,  but  also  in  reviewing  the  regular  troops  bclongn 
the  household,  and  in  several  other  royal  functions,  with  a  du^it>'  and  aI 
which  .icqiiired  her  the  .-ipprob.ition  of  all  tliose  who  witnessed  iL 

The  night  was  advanc^  when  slic  entered  the  apartment  of  Queen  Kabt 
nefous,  and  she  soon  perceived,  by  the  restraint  with  which  ih-  Utter  receii 
her,  that  she  recollected  the  preceding  night    She  endeavoured  to  di&sipaiei 
sadness  by  a  long  conversation  that  she  held  with  her.and  in  which  abecin|ili 
all  her  eloquence,  of  which  she  had  a  considerable  share,  to  persuade  ber 
she  lo\'cd  her  excessively.     She  at  last  gave  her  time  to  go  to  bed,  and 
this  imcr\al  she  began  to  say  a  pra)*er  ;  but  she  remained  so  long  thus  employ 
that  HaiaLilncfous  fell  asleep.    She  then  ceased  from  praying,  and  lay  down 
her  side  without  Making  her,  as  much  afflicted  at  the  necessity  she  wa»  under' 
acting  A  character  which  did  not  become  her,  as  ai  the  loss  of  her  beloved  Canutf-" 
aliainan,  whom  she  unceasingly  lamented.     She  arose  the  next  mominc  at  ihc 
break  of  day  before  Hatataln<?oua  awoke,  and  vrcnt  to  tbe  council  dressed  in  ilx 
royal  robes. 

King  Armanos  did  not  fail  to  see  the  queen  his  daughter  again  (m  tJut  d»j, 
and  he  found  her  in  tears.  He  required  no  furilter  proof  to  be  satisfied  v£  tbt 
cause  of  her  aiHiction.  Quite  indignant  at  thi^  aiTmnt,  for  such  be  coocdved  it, 
the  cause  of  which  he  could  not  comprehend. "  Uaughtcr,"  said  he,"  ba*x patience 
for  one  nigiit  more.  I  have  elevated  your  hui.band  to  my  ihrofK.but  I  snail  find 
the  means  of  abasing  him,  and  of  bajiishing  him  from  hence  with  shame  and 
ignominy,  if  he  docs  not  bcha\-c  to  you  properly.  In  my  present  anger  at  sedtt( 
you  treated  with  such  neglect,  I  do  not  know  whether  I  shall  be  satisfied  with  *• 
moderate  a  punishment  It  is  not  to  you,  but  to  my  person,  that  he  o€kx%  • 
unrardonablc  an  affront* 

The  Princess  b.idoura  returned  to  the  chamber  of  Haiaulnefous  m  late  th* 
evening  as  on  the  preceding  one.  She  conversed  with  her  in  the  san>c  manoc*. 
and  was  Jien  going  to  say  her  prayer  white  she  went  to  bed,  but  Haiatalncfciu 
prevented  her,  and  obliged  her  to  sir  down  again.  "  What ; "  said  »be,  **  I  see 
you  iniend  to  treat  me  mis  night  u  you  did  tne  two  former  ones.    Tell  me,  I 


Ml  MO,  in  what  I  can  h.nve  displeiued  you — I,  who  not  onl)*  love,  but  adore 
yao,  sua  muetm  myidf  the  happiest  of  all  the  ptinccssc*  of  my  rank,  for  havins 
•o  ooUc  aprtnce  u  you  are  for  my  huiband  ?  Any  other  bcfthka  nu  would  havs 
a  food  opponunity  for  revenge  by  abutdonir^  you  to  your  luckkn  ftte  for  to 
t-^^f*"**  an  affront  to  my  person  :  but  even  ilid  I  not  love  you  at  I  do,  1  am  too 
for  the  mi»fonunc«  cv-cn  nf  thotc  who  are  totally  indifferent  toiae, 
not  lo  mun  you  that  tlie  kin  rKtrvmely  irritated  with  your  mode 

ofBTOceediftg,  and  that  he  l.  .  .mget  itll  lo-momw.when  you  will 

fan  its  )uat  effects  if  you  coimnui:  tiu*  u^^^-c  of  me.    t  conjtire  you  not  lo  drive 
•  gtooii  to  dnpair,  who  caitsoi  avoid  loviaf  you," 

ihim  mech  occasioned  lnnpre«fiMe  cmbanMsfmart  to  the  Prince**  Radovra. 
She  omuanoi  doubt  the  Mnrerity  o(  Hftiatalnefou*  ;  the  coolness  which  King 
had  shown  her  oq  thai  day  fully  prnvcd  his  displeasure.  The  only 
that  occurred  to  her  ot  rasti^^  her  coni)u':t,  was  to  coBlisaft  her  wt  le 
Hahuafawfatu.  But  although  ine  had  foreseen  ttmi  she  should  he  obUfCd  to 
make  ihla  dcclaratiun.  >^  too  uncertainty  whether  thi^  prinress  would  take  it  in 
nod  pen  made  her  treuiblc.  But  at  lost,  when  she  reflected  that  if  Pnoce 
CaoMraauBaa  was  siiU  ainc.  he  mu^t  necessarily  smp  at  the  Isle  ol  Eboiiy  in 
U»  Wlf  to  the  dominions  nf  St  hahuman,  that  she  ouehl  to  pmerm  bcrscU  far 
hin.aiid  that  she  could  only  do  it  by  discovering  hcrsd/  to  the  Ptiac—a  Uaktal- 
sha  hazarded  this  ronfessinn, 
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in  a  counln*  wticrc  he  concluded  she  must  have  passed  some  time.  *ince  he  had 
been  separated  from  her  by  an  accident  so  unfortunnte  for  both.  He  might  have 
suspected  something  if  the  Trincess  Uadoura  had  retained  ihcnaineof  Cjimafal- 
laman,  which  she  aasumcd  with  his  dress.  But  when  *hc  .isrended  the  throne, 
she  changed  it  far  ihatot  Armanr>s,in  compliment  to  the  former  Icin^,  her  fiiher- 
in-law ;  so  that  she  was  now  known  only  by  the  nime  of  Km^'  Artnano*  the 
Younger,  and  there  were  only  a  fe*v  courtiers  who  remembered  the  name  of 
Camaraliatnan,  which  ^le  bore  on  her  ru"i>t  arrival  at  the  Island  ot  Kboay. 
Camarahaman  had  not  yet  had  sufficient  intercourse  witli  them  to  Ic-arn  thU 
circumstiince,  hut  he  might  in  ihc  end  have  been  informed  of  it. 

As  the  Princess  Badoura  feared  that  il  might  so  happen,  and  as  she  wished 
Comaralzaman  to  be  indebted  to  her  only  for  the  discovery,  she  resolved  at  length 
to  put  an  end  to  her  own  turments,  and  to  those  she  well  kne^v  he  suffered.  In 
fact,  she  had  remarked  that  whenever  she  conversed  with  hmi  on  the  afTain  re- 
lating to  his  ofdcc.  he  frequently  heaved  deep  si^^hs  which  could  only  be  tilcnt 
addresses  to  her.  .She  herself  lived  in  a  stale  ol  constant  restraint,  which  she 
determined  to  put  a  period  to  without  further  delay.  Besides  which,  the  friend- 
ship of  the  nobles,  the  zeal  and  afTeciion  of  the  people,  everything  contributed  to 
persuade  her  that  the  crown  of  the  Island  of  Ebony  might  be  placed  on  his  head 
without  any  obstacle. 

The  Princess  Badoura  had  no  sooner  fonned  this  resolution,  in  concert  wiii 
the  Princess  Haiaiainefous,  than  she  spoke  to  Prince  Camamlzaman,  in  pri^'aii^ 
on  the  same  day.    "  Camaralnman,"  said  she.  "  I  n*i5h  to  con\*cTse  with  yoo  on 
an  aAair  which  wiU  require  some  discussion,  and  on  which  I  want  your  advk< 
As  I  think  1  cannot  do  it  more  conveniently  than  at  ni};ht,  come  to  me  thi* 
ning ;  tell  your  people  not  to  wait  for  you,  and  I  will  provide  you  with  a  bed." 

Camaialiamaii  did  not  fail  to  repair  to  the  palace  at  the  hour  appoinicd 
the  princess.     She  took  him  with  her  into  the  inner  p-ilace,  and  having  toid 
chief  of  the  eunuchs,  who  was  preparing  to  follow  her,  that  she  did  not 
his  attendance,  and  that  he  had  only  to  keep  the  door  fastened,  sh«  c 
him  into  a  different  apartment  Irom  that  ol  the  Princess  Haiatalnefcnis,  in 
die  was  accustomed  to  sleep. 

When  the  prince  and  princess  were  in  a  chamber  which  coniaiaed  a  bad, 
had  fastened  the  door,  the  princess  took  the  talisman  out  of  a  little  box,  and 
scntcd  it  to  CamaralKiman.     "  It  is  not  long  since  an  astrologer  gave 
talisman,"  said  she,  "and  as  I  know  you  to  be  well  informed  in  every 
you  perhaps  can  tell  me  its  peculiar  properties."  Cam.'iraliaman  look  the  i 
and  approached  a  light  to  examine  it.     He  no  sooner  recognized  it  than,  «idi  * 
degree  of  surpriiic  which  delighted  the  princess,  he  exclaimed.  "  Ah,  lire, 
majesty  asks  me  the  properties  of  this  talisman  ?    Alas  !  its  properties  are 
as  to  niakc  me  die  with  grief  and  sadness,  if  I  do  not  shortly  find  ine  most  c' 
ing  and  amiable  princess  that  «-as  ever  beheld  under  hea\-en,  to  whora 
tahsman  belonged,  and  which  was  the  cause  of  my  losing  her.     The  adva 
was  of  so  singular  a  nature,  that  the  recital  of  it  would  excite  your  nu^iy^  o 
passion  for  <^  husband  and  a  lover  so  unfortunate  as  I  am,  if  you  would  aam 
patience  to  listen  to  it." 

**  Vou  will  relate  it  to  me  some  other  time,"  replied  the  princess  ;  ■  bat  1 
very  happy,"  add^  she,  "  to  tell  you  that  I  know  somethioc  conccmmg  it : 
for  me  nerc,  I  will  return  in  a  momenL" 

Saying  this,  the  princess  went  into  a  closet,  where  she  took  off  tlie  roy-al 
and  havmg  in  a  few  minutes  put  on  a  woman's  dress,  together  with  the  _ 
the  wore  on  the  day  of  their  separation,  she  returned  to  the  chamber  wh4Pt 
had  left  the  prince. 

Ctmaraleaman  instantly  knew  his  dear  princess.    He  ran  to  her,  and 
with  the  utmost  tenderness,  "  Ah,*  cried  he, ' '  how  much  I  azn  ol 
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™^  kiaji  for  hi-iving  surprised  me  so  agreeably."  "  Do  not  expect  to  see  the  king 
^C^in,"  rejJictl  the  princess, cmbrarin^'  him  in  her  turn,.in(l  with  tears  in  her  eyes; 
*■*  lae  you  behold  the  kin;^.  Sit  down,  that  I  may  expUin  to  you  this  enigma." 
^^TTiey  icated  themselves,  and  tlie  princess  related  to  Cainaralzaman  the  resolu- 
**^  ilie  bad  formed  m  the  pLun  where  they  had  encamped  together  for  ihc  last 
r*>te,  wbu  ibc  di>cuvcrcd  that  she  waned  for  him  in  vam  ;  in  wb.ii  manner  &htt 
^^<j  executed  it  until  her  arrival  at  the  Isle  of  Ebony,  where  she  bad  been  obliged 
^  Qurry  tiic  fniicc-is  Hai;itabicfctjs,  and  to  accept  the  crown,  which  Kine 
^*li«no»  had  oiTered  her  in  consequence  of  the  marria^ ;  iliat  the  princess,  of 
J*ikOK  mrrits  she  spoke  m  enthusiastic  terms,  had  received  the  declaration  she 
'^■fcd  nude  of  her  ses  in  a  favourable  manner  ;  and  at  last  acquainted  him  with 
*^^  adventure  of  the  lalistnan,  found  in  one  of  the  jars  of  olives  and  gold<dust 
**'hich  she  bad  purchased,  and  which  had  iriduced  her  to  send  for  him  to  the  dt/ 
*•"  idoLiiers. 

When  the  Princess  Badoura  had  concluded,  she  begged  the  prince  to  tDform 
^cr  \rf  what  accident  the  t.ihsman  hid  occasioned  his  departure ;  he  satisfted 
•*er  curiosity,  and  when  he  had  tmishcd,  he  complained  to  her,  in  an  alfcctionatc 
ttkanncr.  of  ber  cruelty  in  making  liiin  laDk;uish  so  long  a  tune.  She  gave  him 
1^  reaiions  we  liave  ah-eady  beard,  after  which,  as  the  night  was  far  advanced, 
<he]r  retired. 

Tliey  arose  the  next  morning  as  soon  as  it  was  dav  :  the  prince&s  no  longer 
^•Ore  ihe  royal  robe,  but  resumed  her  own  dress,  ana  vhen  she  w,is  ready,  she 
<&^MCchcd  The  chief  of  the  eunuchs  to  request  Kmg  Annanos,  her  father-in-law, 
lo  lake  the  tmuble  of  comir>g  to  her  apartment. 

^*beti  Kjug  Armanos  arrived,  lie  was  very  much  surprised  to  sec  a  lady  who 
vas  totally  unknown  to  htm,  and  the  grand  treasurer,  who  was  not  allowed  to 
4Ker  tbc  inner  palace  any  more  than  the  other  nobles  belonginjr  lo  the  court. 
Wbra  he  had  taken  his  seat,  he  inquired  for  the  king. 

•  SiiT,"  replied  the  pnnceas,  "  yesterday  1  was  king ;  to-day  I  am  nothing  more 
l^an  th«  I'nncess  of  China,  the  wife  of  the  true  Prince  CamaraUaman,  who  is  the 
true  »on  of  King  Scbaluaman.  If  your  majesty  wilt  have  the  patience  to  listen 
la  our  separate  histories,  I  (latter  myself  you  will  not  condemn  me  for  having 
and  continued  a  deceit  of  so  innocent  a  nature."  King  Armanos 
her  an  audience,  and  listened  to  her  with  the  utmost  astonishment,  from 
_  to  end, 

she  had  concluded  the  history  of  their  adventures,  "  Sire,"  added  she> 
**>lt>HTttg*»  die  tibeny  granted  b\-  our  religion  to  men  to  have  several  wives  is  not 
very  asrveable  to  our  sex,  m  \i  )'our  majesty  will  consent  to  give  the  Princess 
Haxau3nefous,  your  d.iuphter,  in  m.irriage  to  Prince  CamaraUaman,  I  will  cheer- 
^Hj-  resign  the  rank  and  qualit)'  of  queen,  which  properly  belongs  to  her,  and 
*w  myself  be  conrcnt  with  the  second  rank.  Even  if  this  preference  were  not 
bcr  dtic.  I  should  have  insisted  on  her  accepting  it,  after  the  obligation  I  am 
Uwler  til  her,  for  having  so  generously  kept  the  secret  with  which  I  entrusted  her. 
If  your  nujcsiy's  determination  depends  upon  her  consent,  I  have  already 
obtained  that,  and  am  certain  she  will  be  happv." 

Kin|r  Airmnos  listened  with  every  mark  of  aamiration  to  lliis  discourse  of  the 
PHoccn  Badoura  ;  and  when  she  had  finished  speaking,  he  turned  to  Prince 
CoBBTalzaniani  *'  My  son,"  said  he  to  him,  "since  the  Princess  Iladoura,  your 
«Vc,  wbom  I  had  hilhcno  considered  as  my  son-in-law,  in  consequence  of  a 
deccplton  which  I  know  not  how  to  complain  of.  ha^  oiTcrcd  to  share  your  bed 
wiUi  tny  daughter.  1  have  nothing  to  do  but  to  inquire  if  you  also  arc  willing  to 
■uvf^  her,  and  wdl  accept  the  crown,  which  the  Princess  Badoura  would  well 
4emvc  to  wear  for  llic  test  of  her  life,  if  she  did  not  prefer  resigning  it  through 
li«r  love  for  you."  "  Sire,"  replied  Cjmar.il/.iuian,  '*  however  strong  my  desire 
<4  Mdas  tbc  kiag  my  father  may  be^  the  obligations  1  owe  to  your  majesty  and 
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to  the  Princess  Haiatalnerous  are  so  great  and  powerful,  that  1  cumoc  icfnc 
you  anythjng." 

Ciim'aKiliamun  n-ai  procLiimcd  king,  and  married  the  same  day  widt  dK 
greater  nu^niticencc ;  and  he  was  thoroughly  satisfied  with  the  beauty^  mt«Miil 
affection  of  the  Princess  Haiatatncfous. 

The  two  queens  continued  to  live  together  in  the  same  friendship  and 
which  they  \v.\A  hitherto  done,  and  were  each  well  contented  with  the 
which  King  C.in\aralz3man  observed  in  his  conduct  tow.irds  them. 

They  each  presented  him  with  a  son  in  the  same  year,  and  neariy  u  ibe ' 
period,  .ind  the  birth  of  the  two  princes  was  celebrated  by  pubuc 
C.imiralr.im.in  gave  the  name  of  Amgiad,  or  "  the  most  glonouv"  to  ibe 
whom  the  Queen  bndoura  had  borne  ;  and  that  of  Assad,  or  "  the  most  haflpft* 
to  him  vdiom  the  (^ueen  Haiaiahiefous  had  brought  into  the  world. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  PRINCE  AMGIAD 
AND  OF  PRINCE  ^\SSAD. 

'HESE  tutk  princes  were  brought  up  with  the  greatest 
When  they  were  of  a  [woper  age  ihcy  had  e.ich  the 
governor,  and  the  same  masters  in  aJI  those  scicfu-ea . 
branches  of  the  polite  ans  in  which  King 
wished  them  to  excel    The  same  penon  also 
them  both  the  ume  personal  exercises.    The  S^^t^ 
gard  they  showed  for  each  other  even  from  their  ii 
produced  a  certain  uniformity  in  all  their  thoughts 
actions,  which  tended  still  further  to  augment  their 
ship. 

When  tJiey  were  far  enough  advanced  in  yean  (br 
of  them  tu  have  a  separate  house  and  cstablislimcBC, 
were  so  strongly  attached  to  each  other  tlial  ibey 
their  father  to  suffer  them  to  have  but  one  bel«ren' 
Tliey  obtained   their  «-ishes,  and   had   the  ».'une 
appointed  for  each,  the  same  attendants,  the  same  i 
the  same  apartments,  and  the  same  table.     C: 
indeed  insensibly  placed  so  implicit  a  con6dence  both  in  their  ability'  and 
ideas  of  rectitude,  that  when  they  were  about  nineteen  years  old  he  did  not 
tKtC  to  appoint  them  alternately  to  preside  at  the  council,  whene\-cr  he  was  ) 
few  days  engaged  in  hunting. 

As  these  two  princes  wxre  of  equal  beauty  both  in  £ice  and  peTVon^  Uhd 
always  been  esteemed  so  from  their  infancy,  the  two  queens  felt  an  almou 
credible  attachment  to  them  :  yet  it  nevertheless  happened  th.it  the  I'rri 
Badoura  had  a  greater  affection  for  Asiad,  the  son  of  Queen  Haiatalncfoaa,  '■ 
ihe  had  for  Ain^iad,  her  own  ^on  \  and  m  the  same  manner  Queen  Hahit 
was  much  fondt-r  of  Amgiad  than  she  w-as  of  her  own  son  Assad, 

The  queens  each  thr^ght  at  first  that  this  affection  only  proceeded  from  cha 
great  friendship  ihcy  had  for  e.ich  niher.      But  as  iho  princes  (td^.Ttimi   Ifi 
this  regard,  which  commcncetl  in  friendship,  changed  to  a  mllt^- 
and  at  length  became  the  most  violent  love.     The  princes  iodt-      ^  .      r^ 
their  e)'e8  possessed  of  so  many  accomplishments  tliat  they  weiv 
blinded  ana  led  away  by  their  chnrms.    The  infamy  of  such  a  pas^inn  wa« 
known  \o  them,  and  they  made  the  greatest  efforts  to  resist  it ;  ( 
and  familiarity  with  which  they  saw  the  princes  every  <lay,  ami 
habit  they  always  had  of  admiring  and  caressing  them  from  then  v   :  rfLti 

inOamed  their  passions  to  such  a  degree  Uiat  they  could  igtl  no  re:-.    1  .<  l;trt£) 
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2**-''  mjsfonunc  as  well  a&  tliat  of  the  princes,  the  latter  tiad  nut,  so  much  were 
?**.j  crer  accustomcU  lo  their  manners,  the  slightest  suspicion  of  this  hateful  and 
'^■lid  aiiachment. 

-w\ttbetwor)uecns  had  not  entrusted  each  other  with  the  secret  of  their  passion. 
***«i  as  neither  (if  them  had  the  audacity  openly  to  make  a  declaration  qf  it  in 
f^^ncn  to  the  prince  whom  she  loved,  they  both  agreed,  though  unknown  to  each 
**lacr,  to  explain  ii  by  letter ;  and  in  order  to  execute  ihis  fatal  design,  they  took 
^^■vaniage  of  ihe  absence  of  King  Cnmnralraman,  who  was  gone  for  a  few  days 
*■»  a  hunting  party. 

~nit  day  after  the  king's  departure,  Priitce  Anigiad  presided  at  the  council,  and 
hs  anplo^ed  two  or  three  hours  in  the  afternoon  in  bearing  complaints  and 


^^XDtnatcnng  justice.  As  he  came  out  from  the  council,  and  vra^  going  back  to 
"*^  palace,  a  eunuch  took  him  aside,  and  gave  him  a  letter  from  Queen  Haiaul- 
^^liuujt.  Amgiad  immediately  opened  it,  and  read  its  contents  n-tth  the  greatest 
ycgieg  of  honor.  "  What ! "  cned  he  to  the  eunuch,  the  moment  he  had  penued 
1^  and  diawing  his  sabre,  "is  this  the  hdelity  you  owe  to  your  king  and  master?" 
Aj^  tri  saying  this  he  struck  off  his  head. 

He  bad  no  sooner  done  this,  than  Amglid  went  in  a  violent  rage  to  find  bis 
VKkcs^her,  Queen  Badoura.  and  with  an  air  that  plainly  showed  his  anger,  held  out 
*i»e  letter  to  her,  and  informed  her  of  tlie  contents,  tirst  telling  her  from  whom  it 
t*nje.  Ipsiead,  however,  of  hstening  lohim,  the  queen  herself  began  to  be  angry. 
*Be  assured,  mv  son,"  she  replied,  "that  what  you  tcU  me  is  nothing  but  a 
^a^unnious  falsehood.  Queen  Haiatalnefons  is  both  prudent  and  wise,  and  in- 
^Seed  I  consider  i:  a  great  act  of  boldness  in  you  in  speak  against  her  with  so  much 
*i»olcnce.*'  To  this  speech  of  the  queen  the  prince  said,  "  You  are  both  equally 
/^iOted,  and  were  it  not  for  the  rcspeci  1  owe  to  the  king  my  father,  this  day 
[■hoold  be  the  last  which  Haiatalncfous  has  to  live." 

From  the  manner  in  which  Prince  Amgiad  conducted  himself,  Queen  Badoan 
Qii^bt  easily  judge  what  she  had  to  expect  from  Prince  Assad,  who  was  equally 
Virtaotis,  and  who  would  not  therefore  receive  her  similar  declaration  with  more 
^^vour,  which  she  intended  to  make  to  him.  This,  however,  did  not  prevent  her 
^tkin  pursuing  her  detestable  plan  ;  the  next  day,  therefore,  she  wrote  a  letter  to 
^hn,  wlucb  toe  entrusted  to  an  old  woman,  who  had  free  admission  into  the 
f>«lace. 

This  old  woman  chose  the  moment  that  Prince  Ass.id  left  the  council,  where 

he  went  to  preside  in  turn,  as  a  proper  opportunity  to  execute  her  commis»on. 

The  prince  took  the  letter,  and  without  even  giving  himself  time  to  Anish  Ihe 

pvttsal  of  il,  he  was  so  transported  with  rage,  that  he  drew  his  sabre,  and  sleu- 

ihe  old  woman,  as  she  deserved.     He  then  ran  to  the  apartment  of  i^ueen 

Hautfalnefous.,  his  mother,  with  the  letter  in  his  hand.     He  was  going  lo  show 

V  Iwr*  but  she  did  not  give  him  time  either  for  that  or  e^*en  to  open  his  lips.    **  I 

hitvw  what  you  want  ofme,"  she  cried. '"  but  you  arc  equally  impertinent  as  your 

Anther  Amgiad.     Aw;iy  '.  and  never  again  appear  in  my  presence." 

AiBad  was  ia  the  utmost  astonishment  at  tticsc  word»,  for  which  he  u-ns  totally 
VfTDpafcd  ;  and  they  put  him  into  so  \-iolcnt  a  mge,  that  he  was  upon  the  point 
*4  showing  the  most  direful  marks  of  it  He,  however,  had  the  le^olution  to 
nKrain  bimself.  and  retired  without  a  teply,  lest  anything  should  escape  him 
nvortby  bis  own  greatness  of  souL  As  Prince  Amgiad  had  not  mentioned  his 
Wng  received  a  Tetter  the  day  before,  Assad  went  to  his  brother  to  chide  him 
h  bii  cilencc,  and  to  mingle  his  own  grief  with  his ;  for  6-um  what  his  awn 
Aother  ud,  he  easily  coniectured  she  was  not  less  criminal  than  <  >ueen  Uadoura. 
The  two  queens  were  driven  almost  to  desperation  at  finding  tfic  princes  pos- 
tetKil  oi  so  much  virtue :  and  instead  of  awakening  lo  a  sense  of  their  uuiy, 
liey  renounced  every  natural  and  maternal  feeling,  and  con«ilted  together  how 
>^  tbould  be  able  to  destroy  their  sotu.    They  made  their  women  believe  that 
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the  princes  had  endcnvoured  to  vioUie  their  persons,  nnd  rtttcmpted  topwoC 
this  trick  for  a  reality  by  the  team  they  5bed,  ns  w^\  as  tho  I.imcntatioill  ani 
invectives  they  uttered.    They  went  and  slept  in  the  same  h^ 
they  iJius  pretended  to  have  made  had  driven  them  (o  the  l  ■■»« 

Wliyn  Kini-  Camaraliaman  returned  the  next  day  from  ;itc  (.li.i!,c,  he  WW 
great  nbiumshment  at  finding  tt>e  twu  queens  in  bed  Kvethcr,  b.iihtil  in  tc 
and  in  a  condition  they  had  &o  well  feigned,  as  to  excite  nis  utmost  compuait 
He  cacerty  imiuircd  of  them  what  had  happened  to  ihem. 

To  tliis  question  the  cunniny  <ii)cPns  only  answered  by  redoubling  ihcir 
and  groans,  when,  at  length,  after  the  greatest  entreaty,  <^ueen  lladoorm  ' 
silence  and  said,  "  Considering,  sire,  the  deep  yet  proper  grief  -with  whtcfa  i 
alflicted,  we  ought  not  even  to  expose  ourselves  to  the  hght  of  the  san,  aha 
outrage  which  the  pnnccs.  your  sons,  with  a  brutality  almost,  without 
have  attempted.     By  a  conspiracy,  altogether  unworthy  of  (heir  lUustrioiw 
tbey  have  had  the  boldness  and  insolence,  during  your  absence,  to  attODpti 
honour.    We  entre.it  your  majesty  not  to  make  any  further  inquiries,  oor^kf  J 
suHicicnt  to  explain  the  rest." 

The  king  then  ordered  the  two  princes  to  be  c.illed,. -md  wmdd  absolotchr 
'killed  ihem  with  his  own  hand,  if  old  King  Armanos,  his  father' in-law, 
happened  to  be  present,  h-nd  not  prrvented  him.    *'  What,  my  son,"  he  cried 
"arc  you  going  to  do.*    Do  you  wish  to  imbrue  your  hands,  nay,  your  vtrjr  __ 
with  your  own  blood?    There  are  other  means  of  punishing  them,  tf  tticy 
Tcally  gtiilty  of  any  crime.'*    In  this  manner  he  endeavoured  to  appease  him.i 
entreated  htm  thoroughly  lo  cx.imine  whether  it  was  quite  certain  ihey  had 
nitted  the  crime  which  was  laid  to  their  charge. 

It  was  no  diffiailt  task  for  Camaralzaman  so  far  to  get  the  better  of  ha 
as  to  restrain  from  being  the  executioner  of  bis  own  children.    Havings ' 
ordered  them  to  be  arrested,  he  desired  an  emir,  called  Giondar,  to  come  in ' 
evening  to  him ;  and  he  then  commanded  him  to  conduct  the  princes  to 
outside  of  the  city,  in  what  part  and  to  any  distance  he  plC'tsed.  and  tboc 
take  their  lives.    As  a  proof  also  of  having  executed  the  orders  he  thus 
Giondar  was  not  to  return  without  their  clothes. 

Giondar  continued  travelling  the  whole  night;  and  the  next  monung^; 

Co(T  his  horse,  he  informed  the  princes,  with  tears  in  his  e>'es,  of  the  order ' 
received.  "  This  command,  princes,"  said  he  to  them,  "  is  most  crud ;  and 
10  me  it  is  a  mortification  of  the  most  painful  kind,  to  have  been  chosen  for  the 
executioner.  I  wish  to  God  that  I  could  avoid  it."  "  Uo  your  duly."  rettlied 
they  ;  "  we  know  well  enough  that  you  arc  not  the  cause  of  our  death,  and  sin- 
cerely pardon  you."  In  saying  this,  they  embraced  and  took  an  eternal  brawdl 
of  eKfa  other  with  so  much  tenderness  and  alTcction,  that  it  was  a  long  time  befcn 
they  could  separate.  Pnnce  Assad  was  then  the  tint  who  preparni  hnnsdf  la 
receive  his  death  from  the  hands  of  Giondar.  "  Begin  with  me,"  said  be.  **  IhM 
I  may  not  have  the  grief  of  seeing  my  dear  brotlier  Amgiad  expire."  Ani(bd 
opiKMed  this  pLm,  and  Giondar  was  unable,  witliout  renewed  tears,  to  witsm 
their  amiable  content,  which  so  evidently  proved  the  sincerity  and  strcogthof 
their  mutual  aifcction. 

This  inicresiing  dispute  was  at  last  terminated  by  their  entreating  GtomUrto 
bind  them  both  together,  .ind  place  them  in  such  a  way  that  the>  might  both,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  receive  their  death  at  the  same  moment.  **  Do  out  rcfaie,* 
they  said  to  him,  "  to  alTurd  two  unfortunate  brothers  the  cnnsnladoR  of  dyilC 
together,  who  have,  not  excepting  even  their  innocence  in  this  a£tir,  froni  uiiv 
earliest  infancy,  possessed  everything  in  common."  Gtondar  granted  ibe  two 
princes  what  they  wished.  He  bound  them,  and  having  placed  them.  a«  be 
thought,  in  the  mo4t  convenient  manner  to  strike  off  boih  their  he;ids  at  one  blow, 
he  aiVcd  tbcm  if  they  had  any  request  tu  make  to  him  befuic  ihetr  death.  "Tten 
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^^^B  only  noe  thing,'  uuKTrrd  the  princes, "  which  we  with  too  tn  do ;  and  that  U, 
^^^p  MSare  the  lung  our  fjithcr.  upon  your  return,  that  we  die  innocent,  \vi,\  thitt 
^^^He  BCvtnheleM  ao  not  lm|>utc  lo  blm  the  rrime  of  thedding  our  blrnxL  We 
1^  kiKMr,  indeed,  ttut  he  n  not  acquainted  with  the  truih  o^  what  we  are  accuicd* 
I  CSondar  promised  not  to  TajI  doin);  whjit  thcv  dciircd,  and  .it  the  same  liuiani 
I  dnw  Dot  hii  Kimitnr  ;  his  horse,  who  va»  fastened  tn  .i  tree,  alimncd  at  thil 
I  acrion.  ^■<^'^  ■>'"'  >•  •'"■  ..-htteringof  the  blade, broke  hu  bridle, and  bcs«nt0£ilkip 
I      Offr  i!  ;   »pce<L 

I  TTu".  vjliuMr.  .in.1  .il'ii  v**rv  rt'-Mv  raparisoDed,  vA  Giondar 

did&r  iheihnjiv-  thenfonf  «t  thiaacddeaL 

autcar         ,       .;  oft"  the  hr  r  cw  down  hi«  Klinltar  and 

ns abcr  his  bone, cndcavounng  to  catch  him.  'i'hc  hone,  who  nat  burh  vigorcMl 
and  phyfdl,  nlloped  about  for  some  time  just  before  Giondar,  and  led  him,  by 
the  puntill,  doK  to  a  wood,  into  which  lie  r^n.  The  eratr  fullonrd  him,  when 
the  nciching  of  the  borte  disturbed  a  bun,  who  was  ulcep.  I'bc  bon  mttintly 
antt«co  himyrtf.  lx)t  instead  of  pursuini;  the  horse,  he  ran  directly  at  Ciondar  aa 
aooo  as  he  pcrcrived  him. 

He  then  th(iut;ht  no  morr  .  ' ' '    ' 
aa««  hit  own  lite.     }Ie  end> 
Ion  liv*"'     '  '  Jnd  kept    [MirMmii;  i, 

btnaeli  'lemiiv,  "would  n'li  l^ 

dkcpnr'.i  .,  fi.i'iii  I  ha^r  >>ern  ordered  i<i 

loo.  1  hav^  not  my  unrrm-ir  tn  defend  myself  with." 

lAxruis  the  absence  ol  (.loml-ir.  the  two  prinre^  ^•^.r-.-rrfd  the  moat  bumbv 
dlint(  bitnifbt  on  by  the  (ur  of  ilcjth,  which  il  "vtuhst^ndrnfT  thor 


;  wa«  in  the  ^rratnt  distren  bow  to 

1 1  the  Attark  of  the  bon.  who  acvtr 

the  tree*.     "<rfHl,*Mld  be  io 

'■<1  thi«  piinifhmrnt  upon  me,  if 

I,  «v-te  not  innocent.    Cnfonunaiely, 
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,  Anigtad  tltcn  obsen  cd  to  his  brother  th.it  the>'  u-ere  itot  f^r  from  a  ^>ciii(  c< 
'  water,  ami  proposed  lo  him  to  unbind  them5eK*es.  and  go  and  drink.   "  It  b  a 
'ivorth  the  trouble,  my  brother,"  said  Assad,  "to  quench  our  thim  for  lbs  ' 
iDomentswe  have  to  live:  nc  shall  have  to  suppon  it  onlyforashon  time  Ion 
Viihout,  however,  paying  any  attention  to  this  speech,  Amiftad  unbound 
I  himself  and  his  brother,  though  s^^iin^t  tlit:  inclinatiun  of  the  latter.     Tbey 
lo  the  spring,  and  when  thej-  had  thus  rirfrcslicd  themselves,  they  licant  the : 
in^;  of  the  lion,  accompanied  by  llie  most  pien.iuK  crict,  i«ue  from  the  wood  i 
which  (iiondar  had  run  after  his  horse.     Amgi.nd  instantly  took  up  the  win 
which  Giondar  had  thrown  down.     *•  Brother,"  he  cried  out,  "let  us  hasten 
the  assistance  of  tlic  unfortunate  Ciondar ;  perhaps  ive  may  arrive  m  time : 
I  dcU%'er  him  from  the  danger  in  which  he  seems  to  be." 
I     The  two  princes  lost  no  time,  and  they  arrived  at  the  very  inftant  fn 
tbe  lion  had  pulled  Giondar  down  to  the  ground.     No  sooner  did  the 
; observe  Prince  Amgi.id  approaching  with  the  scimitar  in  his  band,  than  be' 
'lis  prey  go,  and  ran  at  him  with  the  greatest  fury.    The  prince  waited  lo 
^  lim  with  intrepidity  and  coolness,  and  gave  him  a  blow  with  M  mudi 
.  and  skill,  that  the  lion  fell  instantly  dead  at  his  fccL 

As  soon  as  Giondar  perceived  that  he  was  indebted  for  his  life  to  the 
[princes,  be  threw  himself  at  their  feet,  and  thanked  them  for  the  great  £n 
and  assistance  they  had  shown  him,  in  a  manner  that  evinced  the  stna 
latitude.     "  Princes,"  said  he  to  them,  when  he  ^ot  up,  while  his  tears  fell  i  _ 
jeir  hands,  "God  forbid  that  I  should  ever  attempt  to  take  your  lives,  after' 
I  essential  help  you  have  afforded  me  in  saving  my  own.     It  shall  never  bt : 
I  that  the  emir  Giondar  was  cap,ible  of  such  black  mgraiitude."' 

"  The  service  we  h.ive  done  you,"  replied  the  princes,  "  ought  bj-  no  mcau 
prevent  you  from  executing  vour  orders.    Go  and  take  your  horse,  and  kl ' 
return  to  the  spot  where  you  left  us."    They  had  now  no  difficulty  in  catcht 
the  horse,  whose  spirit  u'as  much  abated,  and  who  stopped  of  himselt    In  tfk\ 
however,  of  everything  they  could  urge  to  Giondar,  as  they  were  returning  towa 
the  sprmg.  cither  by  entreaty  or  prayer,  they  could  not  persuade  him  to  te 
instrument  of  their  death.  "The  only  thing  that  1  take  the  libeny  toaskofjr 
said  he,  "and  which  I  beg  you  not  to  refuse,  is  to  accommodate  yourselves  as ' 
as  you  can  with  my  clothes  between  vou.and  to  let  me  have  yours  ;  and  t2ieB  i 
■»avc  yourselves  at  such  .i  disunce,  that  the  king  your  father  may  never 
[even  hear  your  names  mentioned." 

The  princes  at  length  complied  with  all  his  mshe?  ;  .ind  after  having  ^i 
him  bodi  their  dres:ies,  they  put  on  as  much  as  he  could  sp.ire  of  bis  dot^ 
Giondar  then  obliged  them  to  \akt  whate\'er  money  lie  had  about  him, 
departed. 

After  the  emir  had  left  the  princes,  he  passed  through  the  wood,  where  be 

I  dippctl  their  cluthes  in  the  blood  of  the  lion,  and  then  continued  hit  way-  lo  the 

kcaptuil  of  the  Isle  of  Ebony.    On  bis  arrixal,  King  Camarahaman  asked  Mm  If 

[lie  had  faithfully  executed  the  orders  he  h.id  received.    **  Sire,'  replied  Gioodar, 

presenting  the  bloody  habits  of  the  two  princes  to  him.  "  behold  the  praoCk* 

'■Inform  me,"  said  the  king,  "in  what  manner  they  behaved  on  wiffcnftB  the 

punishment  I  ordered  to  be  inflicted  on  them."  ''Tlie'y  recei\<.-il  it.^ite.*anlwered 

Giondar,  "  with  the  most  exemplary  fortitude,  and  with  sii<  '  e^fnabOM 

to  the  decrees  of  God,  as  fully  proves  the  sincerit)- of  their  -        i  .  ir  rettfioab 

Above  all,  tlicy  showed  towards  your  majesty  the  greatest  rcsptci.  and 

entire  subniisbion  to  your  order  for  their  deaths.    '  We  die  innocent,'  they  ■ 

claimed  :  '  but  we  do  not  murmur  at  our  fate.     \Vc  recci^-c  our  death  from  the' 

llunds  of  God,  and  we  heartily  foreivc  the  kin^;  our  father.     We  well  know  he  a 

Ignorant  of  the  truth:'"    Camarauam.in  »as  sensibly  atTccted  at  tl»e  accoG 

given  by  Giondar.    lie  then  thought  he  would  examine  the  clothes  of  hit  sc 
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utd  b(;gan  by  feeling  in  tlie  pockets  of  Aingiad,  where  he  found  a  letter,  which 

^oocMd  sik)  read.    No  sooner  did  he  discover,  not  only  by  the  handwriting, 

but  or  a  small  locic  of  hair  which  was  withinside,  that  it  came  from  Queen 

HaJjlJlnefous,  ihan  he  absolutely  groaned  aJoud.    He  then  with  trembling  Hands 

examined  thii<.e  of  Prince  Assad,  and  finding  there  the  letter  of  Queen  Badoura, 

his  astonishment  had  such  a  violent  and  sudden  effect  upon  him  that  he  fainted. 

Never  did  any  one  show  greater  signs  of  grief  than  did  Camaralzaman,  when 

he  reco\trrwl  his  senses.    "  NSTiat  have  you  been  guilty  of,  O  b.irbarous  father?" 

^ cxcUuncd,  ** >'Du  have  even  destroyed  your  own  ofi'spring.     Innocent  sons! 

Jowld  not  your  sense,  your  modesty,  your  obedience,  your  entire  submission  to 

hi*  wishes,  nor  even  your  virtues,  defend  you  from  lijs  rage?    Blind,  misguided 

Ittrcni.  do  you  think  that  the  earth  ought  even  to  bear  you  after  so  execrable  a 

Crime?     I  have  brought  this  abomination  on  myself^  and  it  is  the  punishment 

*"hich  fiod  has  inflicted  upon  me  for  not  persevering  in  my  hatred  against  women, 

■*iiich  I  possessed  from  my  very  birth,     I  will  not,  ye  detestable  women,  wash 

*Way  your  crime  with  your  blood  ;  no,  you  are  not  even  worthy  of  my  anger ;  but 

***»>'  Heaven  itself  pour  destruction  on  my  head  if  ever  I  see  you  again!^ 

The  Icing  kept  his  oath  roost  religiously.  He  ordered  on  the  very-  same  day 
*l»c  iwo  uucens  to  be  each  conveyed  to  a  separate  apartment,  where  they  always 
'temained  well  guarded,  and  during  the  rest  of  his  life  he  never  went  near  theta 
AA'liiJe  Cannaraliaman  was  thus  afilicting  himself  for  the  loss  of  tlie  princes  his 
*ciiiSy  of  which  he  was  himself  the  cause  g^  his  loo  precipitate  conduct,  the  two 
't^iDces  wandered  about  the  most  desert  places,  ende-ivouring  to  avoid  every 
**s»ce  of  human  habitations,  for  fear  of  meeting  with  any  liWng  being.  They 
**ipported  ibcmsclves  upon  herbs  and  wild  fruits, and  drank  only  bad  rain-water, 
^^jch  they  found  in  the  excavations  and  holes  of  rocks  ;  when  night  approached 
^h*>-  slept  only  by  turns,  in  order  to  guard  against  wild  beasts. 

At  the  end  of  about  a  monili,  they  came  to  ilie  fool  of  a  dreadful  steep  moun- 
^^ain,  composed  eniirdy  of  a  sort  of  black  stone,  and,  as  it  appeared  to  them, 
inaccessible.    At  length,  however,  they  perceived  a  path  ;  but  they  found 
oarrow  and  difficult  that  they  durst  not  attempt  to  pursue  it.    Through  the 
of  d)sco\-ering  another,  less  nigged  and  siccp,  they  kept  coasting,  as  it  were, 
d   the  foot  of  the  mountain,  for  about  hve  days.    All  the  trouble,  however, 
tbey  look,  was  to  no  purpose ;  and  they  were  compelled  to  return  to  the 
paxh  ihey  had  at  first  neglected.     It  appeared  to  them  so  absolutely  ira- 
ticable,  that  they  took  a  long  time  to  consult  whether  they  should  attempt 
ascend  it  or  not.    Tbcj-  at  last  encouraged  each  oilier,  and  began  to  mount 
Xbe  farther  iliey  advanced,  the  higher  and  steeper  the  mountain  seemed  to  he, 
they  were  more  than  once  tempted  to  abandon  their  entcrpnse.    As  soon  as 
perceived  that  the  other  was  tired,  he  stopped,  and  they  took  brc.nth 
icr.     .Sometimes  tbey  were  hnih  so  f.itigued,  that  all  their  strength  failed 
:  they  then  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  proceeding,  and  expected  to  die  through 
CSS  and  the  consequences  of  exertion.    Then  again  in  a  little  time,  as  their 
h  returned,  they  acquired  fresh  courage,  animated  each  other,  and  resumed 
_  T  way. 

In  spite,  however,  of  all  their  diligence,  their  perseverance,  and  their  exertions, 

were  unable  to  reach  tlic  summit  while  it  was  day.     Night  overtook  them, 

X*rtncc  /\5sad  found  himself  so  fatigued  and  worn  out,  that  he  suddenly 

cd.     "  My  dear  brother,"  he  said  to  Amgiad,  "  I  can  go  no  farther,  but 

die  in  this  spot"    "  Let  us  rest  ourselves  here."  replied  Amgiad,  stopping 

tbe  Mine  time,  "as  long  as  you  please,  and  get  frc^h  courage  and  strength. 

Tea  may  obierx-e  that  we  have  not  much  farther  to  ascend,  and  the  moon  will 
famxtr  cMir  progresi." 

Afttr  having  rested  for  above  h.ilf  an  hour,  Assad  made  a  fresh  eflfor: ;  and 
4h>r  atriTed  at  the  gummit  of  the  mountain,  where  they  again  sat  down  for  soma 
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time.  Amgiad  was  the  first  to  rise,  and  going  a  little  forward,  he  observed  a  tree 
at  a  sbort  distance.  He  veni  up,  and  found  it  to  be  a  pomegranate-tree,  the 
branches  of  which  were  almost  borne  down  with  the  weight  of  the  frtuL  A 
fountain  or  small  stream  also  washed  the  foot  of  the  tree.  He  instantly  na  to 
inform  Assad  of  this  good  news,  and  led  him  to  the  border  of  the  fountain  nader 
the  tree.  The>'  refreshed  themselves  very  much  by  eating  a  pomegranate,  and 
then  fell  asleep. 

The  next  morning,  when  the  princes  awoke,  Amgiad  said  lo  Assad,  "  Let  us 
proceed,  brother,  on  our  way:!  see  this  mountain  is  much  less  rugged  and  mhi«.  j  -^ 
on  this  side  than  it  was  on  the  other,  and  we  have  now  only  to  descend."  AssaiL  £^^ 
however,  was  so  fatigued  nith  the  labours  of  the  preceding  day,  that  it  requi  ^_ 
at  leasi  three  days  mr  him  entirely  to  recover.    They  passed  this  time  in  con- 
versation, as  they  had  done  on  similar  occasions  ;  all  ihcir  discourse,  howevw  -w 
constantly  related  to  die  excessive  and  unnatural  passions  of  thtir  mothers,  whktX 
had  reduced  them  to  so  deplorable  a  state.    *  itut,"  iiaid  lliey,  ''if  Cod  faasui 
declared  Himself  in  our  favour  in  so  evident  a  manner,  we  ought  to  bear 
misfortunes  with  patience,  and  to  console  ourselves  with  the  hope  that  Hatcf 
one  day  come  to  an  end." 

The  three  days  passed  away,  and  the  brothers  then  pursued  ihcir  jtmmey. 


the  mountain  on  this  side  did  not  form  one  regular  descent,  but  w-as  hrokcn  b-« 
some  considerable  surface  of  e^'en  ground  se\'erat  times  before  they  could  ojt-.' 
at  its  base,  it  took  them  tive  days  to  reach  the  plain.    They  at  length  discom . 
a  large  cit)-.  the  sight  of  which  exceedingly  delighted  them.   **  Do  you  not  thinJC. 
my  brother,"  said  .-Vmgiad  to  Assad,  '*  that  it  would  be  better  for  you  to  ret 
in  some  place  without  ttie  town,  where  on  my  return  I  shall  be  able  to  find 
while  I  go  and  learn  in  what  counlr\'  we  are,  wh;it  is  the  n.ime  of  the  place, 
what  language  is  spoken  there?   Wlien  I  come  back, too,  I  will  brirr:     — 
pronsions  with  mc.     It  is,  therefore,  I  think,  much  the  best  that 
together,  in  case  there  should  be  any  danger."    "  i  highly  appro%*e  of  y.j  ^  i  i/^l 
replied  Assad ;  "  it  is  both  prudent  and  wise  :  but,  my  dear  brother,  if  one  of  i 
must  separate  himself  from  the  other  for  this  purpose,  I  will  nc^cr  suffer  ytw 
be  the  person  ;  you  must  pcnnit  me  to  undertake  it.     \VTiat  agony  should  I  » 
endure  were  any  accident  to  happen  to  you  I"   "IJut,  brother,"  answered  At 
*'  ought  not  I  to'  fear  the  verj-  same  thing  on  your  account,  which  you  dn  for 
I  entreat  you.  therefore,  to  suffer  me  to  go  ;  and  do  you  wait  patiently  for  me 
this  place."  "I  will  never  permit  it,"  said  Assad;  "^arKl  if  anjlhing  should  happi 
to  me,  1  shall  at  least  hax'C  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  >  ou  are  m  sa/et^j 
Amgiad  w.-i5  at  length  obliged  to  consent*  and  he  sat  down  under  same  trees 
the  foot  of  the  mountain. 

Prince  Assad  look  some  monc>*  out  of  the  purse,  of  which  Amgiad  had  t: 
charge,  and  conimued  his  journey  to  the  town.    He  had  not  walla>d  6ir  m  t: 
first  street  he  came  to  belore  he  met  with  a  vcnembli.- '     '   ■ 
dressed,  and  with  a  cane  in  his  hand.     As  he  did  not  d' 

person  of  some  conseitucncc,  and  therefore  one  not  likely  n-  iscinvi.-  hirti,  nr  s-  _ 
costcd  him.  "  I  shall  be  much  obliged  lo  you,  sir,"  said  Assad, "  if  you  will  mfo^^' 
mc  which  is  the  way  to  the  market- place.'' 

The  old  man  looked  at  the  prince  with  a  smiling  connten.tnce,  and  said  to  hi-. 
"  My  son,  you  seem  to  be  a  stranpcr  ;  otherwise  surely  you  would  noc  put  tT 
question  to  me."     "Yes,  sir,"  replied  Ass.id,  "  I  am  indeed  a  itianger.      **  V 
are  welcome,"  added  the  old  man ;  "  and  our  countrv-  ought  to  esteem  itself  1 
honoured  that  a  young  man  of  such  an  appearance  as  yours  takes  the  tr 
come  and  visit  it    Pray  inform  me  what  business  takes  ymi  it.  the  rmblic 
place  ?"    "  Sir,"  replied  Assad,  "  it  is  near  two  months  ■  iither 

set  out  from  a  vcrj'  distant  country.    We  have  been  all  tii  snir  joKOtm^*^ 

and  arrived  here  only  ]-csterday.    My  brother  wu  so  much  fatigued  wUb 
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l«n^  of  the  wav,  that  he  remains  at  the  bottom  of  Ihe  mouDtain>  while  I  am 
cmne  to  make  inquiries,  and  purchase  some  provisions  for  us  both." 

"You  could  not  possibly  have  arrived,  my  son,"  replied  the  old  man,  "  more 
^MMatunely,and  i  heartily  rejoice  ai  it,  from  m>- regard  for  you  and  your  brother. 
I  navtt  this  \-ciy  day  given  a  great  entertainment  to  many  of  my  friends,  and 
tliere  is  a  great  cguantity  of  provisions  left  untouched  by  any  one.  Come  home, 
tlierclbre,wilh  mcatid  I  will  )pve  yuu  abundance  to  cat,  and  when  you  sliall  have 
iMliififl  yourself,  1  will  add  as  much  more  as  will  be  sutfident  for  yourself  and 
tKodwr  for  many  days.  You  have  no  occasion,  therefore,  to  take  the  trouble  of 
gotng  and  spending  your  money  in  the  market;  travellers,  we  know,  have  seldom 
too  much.  Besides,  while  you  are  satisfying  your  hunger,  T  will  inform  you  of 
aU  the  peculiarities  and  customs  of  our  city,  which  I  am  better  able  to  do  than 
most  people.  A  person  like  me,  who  has  been  invested  with  all  the  most  honour- 
able odkiiea,  with  distinction  and  credit  to  himself,  ouj^ht  not  to  be  ignorant  of 
tbenk.  You  may  indeed  think  yourself  particularly  fortunate  in  having  addressed 
yourseir  ro  mc  in  preference  to  any  other  person,  for  I  am  truly  sorry  to  say  that 
kO  our  inhabitants  arc  not  like  m)'i>elf ;  sonic  of  them,  1  assure  you,  are  very 
vricked.  Come,  then,  and  I  will  show  you  the  dilTerence  between  an  honest  man, 
«s  I  am,  and  those  who  boast  of  their  character  without  possessing  anv  qualifica- 
tion \o  entitle  them  to  a  good  one."  "  I  .im  intinitely  obliged  to  you,**  answered 
Priacc  Assad,  *"  far  the  kindness  and  good  intentions  you  express  for  me.  I  put 
mmelf  enttrelv  under  your  protection,  and  am  ready  to  go  wherever  you  may 

The  old  man  continued  walking  on  with  the  prince  by  his  side,  laughing  in 
hij  sleeve  all  the  time  ;  and  for  fear  Assad  should  perceive  it,  he  convened  with 
Ikim  on  many  subjects,  that  he  might  continue  to  have  the  same  good  opinion  of 
fcfcn  that  he  at  first  had  formed.  .Among  otber  things,  he  said,  "  J  must  confess 
tb  y\ya  lh.it  it  is  a  fortunate  circumstance  that  you  addressed  me  in  preference  to 
*n7  other  person.  I  thank  God  that  I  have  met  you ;  you  will  know  why  I  say 
Uais  *rt  eamestly  when  you  ha\"e  got  to  my  house." 

The  old  man  at  length  arrived  at  home,  and  introduced  Assad  into  a  large 
Vtsom.  where  he  saw  forty  old  men  sitting:  in  a  circle  round  a  lighted  ftre,  to  which 
Tt>cy  were  pa\-in^  their  adorations.  Prince  Assad  felt  not  less  horror  at  thtu 
•cetng  human  bemgs  so  far  deprived  of  their  reason  as  to  otfcr  that  re\'crcncc  to 
atun  in  prderencc  to  the  Creator,  than  he  experienced  fear  at  seeing 
'co  deceived,  and  in  such  an  abotnin.ible  and  wicked  place. 
iDe  the  prince  stood  quite  motionless  in  the  spot  where  he  was,  the  artful 
nian  who  had  brought  him  saluted  the  other  forty.  *'  Fer*'enl  and  devout 
of  fire,"  said  he  to  them,  "this  is  a  most  happy  day  for  us.  Where  is 
i?"addcdhc:  "let  him  come  in."  As  these  words  were  spoken  in  a  loud 
of  voicet  a  black  who  heard  ihcm  outside  the  room  immediately  made  his 
1C&  This  black,  who  was  in  face  Ga^ban,  no  sooner  perceived  the  de- 
Assad,  than  he  understood  for  what  purpose  he  was  called.  He  ran 
rds  him.  and  with  a  blow  that  he  gave  him.  Knocked  him  doH'n  ;  he  then 
his  arms  «Hth  llie  most  surprising  <juicknc5s.  He  had  no  socmcr  done  this 
the  old  man  called  out,  *'  Carr\-  him  betow,  and  do  not  fail  to  tell  my 
Iter*  Bostana  and  Cavama  to  lafce  particular  care  and  give  him  enough  of 
ido  ever\'  day,  with  only  one  piece  of  bread  night  and  morning  for  him 
IsnbMU  upon.  This  nill  be  quite  enough  for  his  mere  existence  till  the  dc- 
cH  the  \-esseI  for  the  Blue  Sct  and  the  Mountain  of  F'irc  ;  we  will  then 
trim  as  a  most  acceptable  sacrifice  to  our  divinity.'' 
'  Tha  ohi  man  had  no  sooner  given  these  cruel  orders,  than  Gaxban  seized  Assad 
iBdie  raoEt  rough  and  brutal  manner,  and  made  him  go  down  under  the  room, 
■■d  after  Icadinic  him  ihruugh  several  doors,  they  came  to  a  dungeon ,  into  which 
^tKf  descended  by  t^tnty  steps,  aad  in  which  the  black  fastened  him  b}*  his  legs 
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to  a  Int^  .-ind  ven*  henvy  chain.  As  soon  as  he  had  done  this.  Gazban  mu  to 
inform  the  old  miin's  daughters  :  their  father  had,  however,  nlmdy  uoAcn  ta 
them  hrrnselC  "  My  daughters,"  he  said  to  them,  "  go  don-n  below  ana  bcM9* 
the  bastinndo  in  ihc  manner  you  know  that  every  Mussiilmun  uhooi  I  imihi 
cnptive  ouglii  in  rtceive  it,  and  do  not  sp^ire  htm.  Vou  cannot  by  any  bvw 
means  evince  that  ymi  are  inie  worehippers  of  fire." 

Buslana  and  Cav.tm.i  having  been  brought  up  with  the  greatest  drMStttioii  rf 
all  Mus5ulm.ins,  accepted  this  office  with  joy.  They  immediately  went  dovn  Ic 
the  dungeon,  and  having  stripped  Assad,  they  beat  him  so  inhumanly,  thju  kr 
Mfas  covered  with  blood,  and  at  last  famied.     After  this  merciless  action,  tbcf 

Elated  a  piece  of  bread  and  a  jar  of  water  by  his  side,  and  left  him.     It 
)nK  time  before  the  prince  returned  to  bis  senses,  and  be  then  only  shed 
of  tears  in  deploring  his  miserjiblc  fate ;  consoling  himself,  however,  with 
idea  that  tliis  misfortune  had  not  happened  to  his  brother  Amgiad. 

In  the  meantime,  Prince  Amgiad  ivaiied  for  his  brotlicr  .it  the  fixit  of  the 
lain  till  sunset,  with  the  greatest  impatience.  When  he  found  that 
three,  and  even  four  hours  of  the  night  were  gone,  and  that  Assad  did  nc 
his  appeArnnce,  he  began  to  be  in  the  greatest  agitation,  and  even  despanT 
passed  the  night  in  this  most  distressing  and  anxious  state,  and  a»  booo  as  d^r 
appeared,  he  set  out  towards  the  town.  He  was  at  first  very  much  astooisbad  At 
seeing  so  few  Mussulmans.  He  stopped  the  first  he  met,  iind  a&ked  hia  llhll 
was  tJbe  name  of  the  place.  He  was  informed  it  was  called  the  City  of  tbe  Ma|jl, 
because  the  Magi,  who  were  idolaters  of  fire,  resided  in  great  numbers  in  itfaarf 
that  there  were  very  few  Mussulmans.  He  inquired  also  how  far  they  recsoDCl 
it  to  the  Isle  of  Ebony,  when  he  was  told  for  answer  that  by  sea  it  wis  aim 
four  months'  voyage,  and  a  year's  journey  by'  land.  The  per^n  to  whom  be  had 
addressed  himself,  after  having  saUsficd  him  in  these  particulars,  abruptly  Idt 
him,  and  continued  his  road,  as  he  was  in  haste;. 

AJngiad,  who  had  not  been  more  than  six  weeks  in  coming  (roin  the  IsWaf 
Ebony  with  his  brother  Assad,  could  not  comprehend  how  they  had  come  so  bt 
in  so  short  a  time  unless  it  were  by  enchantment,  or  that  the  road  over  the  moua- 
tain  which  thcv  had  traversed  was  much  shoner,  though  not  at  all  fir^uetted. 
on  account  of  Its  difliculty  and  danger.  In  walking  about  the  tOH-n^  he  napped 
at  the  shop  of  a  tailor,  whom  by  his  dress  he  knew  to  be  a  .Mussuhnan,  as  he  bad 
also  known  the  former  person  whom  he  had  accosted.  After  having  made  htl 
compliments  to  htm,  he  sat  down  and  tnfonned  him  of  the  cause  of  ibe  (mc 
distress  he  was  in. 

When  Prince  Amgiad  had  finished,  the  tailor  said  lo  him, "  If  your  brochcr  fan 
£iUen  into  the  hands  of  any  one  of  the  Magi,  you  may  make  up  your  mind  new 
lo  sec  him  again.  He  is  gone  past  recovery,  and  I  advise  you  to  console  yourieU 
and  only  to  endeavour  to  preserve  yourself  from  the  same  dis^-raceful  fate.  To 
assist  you  in  this,  you  may  if  you  pJeose  remain  with  me,  and  I  will  inform  yoo 

of  all  the  cunning  and  artful  tricks  of  the  Magi,  in  order  ^'^^'  -  ■■ •■   '—  ■•■ 

your  guard  aga'mst  them  when  you  go  out"    Amgiad  wa^ 

loss  of  his  brother.     He  accepted  the  tailor's  offer,  and  tlj .u 

times  for  the  kindness  he  shonxd  him. 

The  prince  did  not  go  out  of  the  house  for  a  whole  month  except  b  oomT«  . 
with  the  uilot.     At  the  end  of  this  time  he  risked  going  alone  lo  the  hath 
he  reiumetl,  he  passed  tlirough  a  street,  where  he  did  not  see  a  single  ;-c-^-- 
exccpt  a  lady,  whom  he  met,  and  who  came  up  to  him. 

This  lady,  obser\nng  him  to  be  a  handsome  and  well-made  >-oung  mu\,ia4 
fresh  from  the  b.ith,  lifted  up  her  veil,  and  asked  him  with  a  smiling  countenaeo 
where  he  was  going,  casting  at  the  same  time  a  most  enticing  glance  on  baa- 
Amgiad  was  unable  to  resist  the  appearance  of  so  many  charms,  and  in  itoh 
said,  "  I  am  going  to  my  own  house  or  to  yours,  wluchcver  you  like  best."  ••  Sir, 


7^  Hisimj  iff  PHnae  Am^itd  nmt  ^  Prince  AaaJ. 
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■niwrrcit  the  bdf  with  an  m];iit;inR  mule,  ** Indies  of  my  nink  nnd  diipMltion 
carry  men  borne  ^•■•^'  '^— —     •'"•■■  — '■■  —.■.."-:..-.,.  them  to  their  housci." 


Ajttfiad  wa»  in  the  gi 
iW  kast  KKpoci.     He  \v..    . 
of  fab  bcwt,  who  would  be  mtt' 
w3ao  of  loBnc  his  prDtecuon, 
pRcautKMU  were  lo  be  taken. 


.'■tr,  whirh  he  did  not  to 

,    :    -trr     l-.r-r    (H   thc    HoUSC 

.  run  the  nsk 
i,ctc  50  ti).iay 
The  httle  expencncc,  nlso.  he  had  in  the  town, 
»«le  hua  ignunint  uf  any  pUcc  to  which  he  might  carr>-  her ;  he  could  not,  how- 
«r«r,  molra  to  let  his  ^ood  fortune  etcape  him.  In  thi§  uncen^in  state  he 
dMenunvd  to  leave  evcr>  thrnK  to  chance ;  and  without  answering  the  lady  a 
mrd,  he  went  nn,  AnA  she  fullowcd  hita 

Prtncv  Air^ad  walked  on  fur  :\  lun^  time  from  street  to  street,  fiom  ontr  crott* 
wvf  \a  another,  and  from  »quare  lu  Miuarc  Tbev  wTre  nt  last  both  greatly 
faxatpMA  Miih  W4lkin^  so  much,  when  they  came  down  a  street  which  was  ter- 
MMtcd  by  a  large  door,  hclun^ing  to  a  house  of  considerable  appearance,  with 
ataMh  or  feat  on  each  wAe  i.t  n.  Ameiad  ui  duwn  «n  one  to  calce  breath,  and 
tha  lady,  even  more  tired  th^n  he,  sat  down  on  the  other. 

**  Ii  thii  >-Dur  house  ?  *"  said  she  to  lYince  Amthad,  aa  toon  as  he  was  Mated. 
*  You  see  It  u,  nudam,"  replied  the  prince.  "  \Vhy  dn  yon  not  then  open  the 
floor?"addcd  she, "  what  do  you  vcait  far.'"  "Mycnarming  creature,"  answered 
Aaiftadt  *'il  U  bccaoK  I  have  not  the  key.  I  left  it  with  my  sbvc,  to  whom  I 
gBf*  MOW  oomaMon,  and  he  i>  nut  ytt  retanwd  from  executing  it  And  as  1 
erdnei!  him  after  tlu(  to  ^a  and  fnjrchase  some  provt^ions  for  a  t;ood  dinner*  I 
ac'.  have  to  w.iii  .i  crmsidcrablc  linte-' 

i  i.  the  prinrc  futind  himself  in  thus  endeavouring  to  coni> 

picas  hto  ndveniutc,  began  to  damp  his  passion  and  make  htm  repent  of  his 
ODMvpclse.  He  therefore  made  use  of  that  crasjve  pretence.  In  hopes  that  the 
bdy  woaJd  taka  offence  at  it,  and  in  her  anger  would  leave  him  to  go  and  seek 
hm  foftsae  in  totne  other  place  ;  but  he  was  mistaken.  "  What  an  impertinent 
■Im  ii  youn.*  said  she,  "  \o  make  you  wait  thus  !  I  wtU  chastise  him  myself  as 
h<  dMMTH.if  ynii  itn  iint  piini'li  him  well  when  he  comes  back.  It  is  not  indeed 
imila  the  thinit  for  mr  tn  remain  here  alone  at  a  door  with  a  man."  Having  said 
DM,  she  fot  up,  and  took  a  Ursfc  stone,  in  order  to  break  the  lock,  which,  acconl* 
mm  lo  the  custoni  of  that  country,  was  made  of  wood,  and  not  very  stroiig. 

Aacbd  knew  not  what  to  do,  nor  how  to  prevent  her  intention.  "  Madam," 
W  criad,  ** what  are  yoo  golnr  to  do?  Do  mc  the  favour  to  have  a  little  more 
MboKC."  **  What  are  you  afraid  of?  *  said  the :  "  is  not  the  haute  your  own  ? 
Tbm  b  iw  great  hann  in  breaking  a  ivoodcn  lock,  and  iu  pbce  is  easily  sup- 
ffiadi*  Sba  then  broke  the  lock  :  and  as  soon  as  the  door  was  open,  she  entered 
mA  wdtad  on  before.  When  the  prince  saw  iha  house  broken  open,  he  gave 
ktaatlfvplbrloft.  He  hcsiuted  whether  he  fhoold  go  m,  or  endeavour  to  make 
Mb  tape  in  order  lo  free  Umself  from  a  danger  which  seemeft  to  liim  to  be 
akaoM  nevitable  :  and  he  was  «n  the  point  of  determinfaig  :cr  plan, 

wfaMDihelady  came  hack  and  found  he  was  not  going  ia   "V  i  <  nbmit.* 

AawUi'diatyoudoooi  ooaw  btfoyeorown  hrase?"   **Iaml<x'  m," 

be  BBnRrad,  **  to  !••  if  my  slave  t«  returning  ;  becsusc  1  am  afrau.  :  nd 

■ocUag  ready."  '*Comc,  come.*  added  she,  "  we  can  wail  much  bctici  wuhin, 
than  itandtng  here  in  expectation  of  his  arrivaL* 

The  prince,  thmieh  murh  aj^ainst  his  will,  then  vrcnl  intn  a  verj-  lan-c  and  hand* 
tome  pared  court.  Prom  this  they  ascended  by  a  fe*  steps  tn  a  Ennd  vestibule, 
uten  both  he  and  the  tady  perceived  a  large  open  roam  tuindsomcly  fiunishod, 
aod  oaa  table  *ci  out  with  numerous  «u^leni  di&hcs,  another  covered  wtth  a 
varteiv  of  6ne  fmii  ilfhtkard  wdl  supplied  with  wme.     When  Angiad 

taw  tacsc  prrpar.>:  '  lon|£cr  doubted  that  his  ddtruction  was  nev  at 

hand.    'It  Ii  &JI  uvi^<  v«,Ui  >uu,paar  Amgiad,*kaidhc  tobnaedf;  **x»^  wiUi««. 
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long  survive  your  dear  brother  Assad."   Tlie  lady.on  the  contruy.wu  dcti 
with  this  a;:rceable  sight.  "What,  sir  !"&he  cried,  "you  were  fearful  that  n 
wa5  ready  .  and  you  may  now  perceive  that  your  stave  has  even  rxcccdc^i 
orders,  and  done  marc  than  you  thought :    But  tf  I  do  not  deceive  m>'3eif, 
preparations  are  for  !>otnc  other  lady,  and  not  intended  for  mc    Wdl, 
mind,  let  her  cunie  ;  I  promts  vou  not  to  be  je^iluu'i  at  it.   The  only  favour 
I  ask  of  you  is  that  you  will  suffer  me  to  wait  upon  you  both." 

Aingiad  could  not  help  laughing  at  the  pleasantry  of  the  lady,  nntwitlutai 
the  mdanchuly  and  painful  sensations  he  felt.     "  Madam,"  said  he,  touU)' 
sorbed  in  the  afflicting  reflections  that  preyed  upon  his  mind, "  1  assure  \chi  tl 
you  are  much  mistaken  in  your  conjectures  :  this  is  only  my  conimon  fire," 
he  could  not  resolve  to  sit  down  at  a  table  that  had  not  been  prepared  for  hi 
be  was  Kcm^  to  a  sofa,  but  the  Uidy  prevented  him.   "  Wlut  arc  you  abuut  r 
cried ;  ^aftcr  having  i^nc  into  the  bath,  you  ougbt  to  be  almost  famlslicd  i 
hujwer.    CoQK,  let  tis  sit  down  at  the  table,  and  eat  and  enjoy  our>cKes." 

The  prince  was  obliged  to  do  as  the  lady  liked.  They  thcnfore  sat  driwu 
began  to  eat.  After  the  first  mouthful  or  two,  she  took  a  botde  and  t^->*% 
poured  out  some  wine.  She  drank  the  first  glass  to  the  health  of  Am^adT' 
Having  done  this,  she  tilled  the  same  glass  again,  and  prcsaaied  it  to  the  prince. 
who  did  the  same. 

The  more  he  rctlccted  upon  the  adventure,  the  more  astonished  was  he  at  umI- 
ing  not  only  ttiat  the  master  of  the  house  did  not  make  his  appearance,  but  that 
notasiniflc  dotncstic  was  to  be  discovered,  although  the  house  itself  was  sohaod- 
soine  ana  so  richly  furnished.  '*  My  happiness  and  Kood  fnrtune  «-iU  be  extra- 
ordinary indeed,"  said  he  to  himself.  "  if  the  master  should  not  make  hb  appear- 
ance at  all,  and  I  should  safety  get  out  of  this  intrigue."  While  these  thoughts 
continued  to  be  uppermost  in  his  mind,  a^  well  as  others  of  &  more  diMresMc 
nature,  the  lady  continued  to  cat  and  drink  from  lime  to  time,  obliging  him  also 
10  do  the  same.  They  were  already  conie  to  the  fruit,  when  the  master  of  ih* 
bouse  arrived. 

It  was,  in  fact,  the  master  of  the  horse  to  the  King  of  the  Magi,  and  whose 
name  was  Hahadar.  This  house  belonged  to  him,  but  he  had  another,  in  which 
he  commonly  lived.  He  only  made  use  of  this  to  receive  three  or  four  chosen 
^cnds  in,  and  for  this  purpose  everything  was  brought  from  his  other  ;  ;xtA  this 
was  exactly  what  had  been  done  tliat  day  by  some  of  his  people,  who  had  kft  II 
only  a  few  moments  before  Amgiad  and  the  lady  came  there. 

Baltadar  himself  arrived  witliout  any  attendants  and  in  disf^uiie,  u  «nu  fait 
usual  custom,  and  he  came  rather  before  the  time  on  which  he  bad  appotued  to 
meet  his  friends.  He  was  not  a  little  surprised  at  Hnding  the  door  ol  hU  hoste 
forced  open.  He  went  in,  therefore,  without  making  any  noise  ;  and  as  he  heani 
some  people  talking  and  enjoying  themselves  in  the  eating-rooiit,  he  crept  nund 
by  the  wall,  and  put  his  head  half  into  the  room  to  see  who  they  were.  Aad  aa 
he  observed  only  a  young  man  and  a  female,  who  were  e-itii^  at  the  table  which 
was  prepared  for  himself  and  his  friends,  and  that  the  mischief  they  had  done 
was  not  so  great  as  he  expected,  he  resolved  to  divert  himself  with  ihein. 

The  lady,  who  h.nd  her  back  turned  towards  the  door,  did  not  perceive  Baln- 
dar;  but  Amgiad  saw  him  the  vcr^-  instant  while  he  was  in  the  act  of  drinking. 
At  sight  of  him  he  instantly  changed  colour,  and  lixed  his  eyes  upoft  Bahadacw 
who  made  him  a  sign  not  to  say  a  word,  but  to  come  and  speak  to  him.  AnC^kd 
drank  his  glass  and  got  up.  "  Where  are  you  going?"  inquired  the  ladv.  "Renaia 
here  a  moment,  I  beg  of  you,  madam,"*  replied  he,  **  I  will  be  bark  m*tant^  :  a 
trilling  business  obliges  me  to  go  out."    The  prince  found  Ikil;    -  -'n^  £or 

him  m  the  vestibule  ;  and  they  both  went  do\m  into  the  court,  th  aii^M 

Dot  hear  their  conversation. 

When  tticy  were  got  mto  the  court,  Qahadar  asked  the  prince  by  what  racoas 


^Bone  with  the  Udy  to  his  Iiouse,  and  %vhy  he  had  forced  the  doon  "Sir," 
|Kfted  AmgUd,  "  I  must  in  your  eyes  nppenV  wry  much  lu  btame  ;  but  if  you 
VBfanc  the  pytience  to  hear  my  ator>-,  1  none  you  will  be  convinced  of  my  in- 
Wttuct."  He  then  went  on  and  related  to  ilahadar  in  a  few  words  everything 
ttk  ecKtly  was,  without  disguising  a  single  circumstance  ;  and  to  prove  to  him 
tbi  it  was  unable  to  commit  so  disj^ccful  an  action  as  that  of  breaking  open  a 
taaevlie  did  not  rv-en  conceal  from  him  that  he  was  a  prince,  or  his  motives  for 
t«faC  10  the  city  of  the  Magi. 

Bilodar,  who  wa«  pa»innitcly  fond  of  forci^ers,  was  hif;hly  delighted  at 
Iniai  an  opportunity  of  oblif^ing  one  of  so  high  a  rank  and  illustrious  a  quality 
MAa^ad.  In  fact,' his  air,  his  manners,  his  chosen  and  correct  conversation, 
Mao  doubt  of  the  perfect  truth  of  his  account     "  Prince,"  $atd  he,  "  I  am  cx- 

C happy  at  thus  finding  an  occasion  of  obliging  you,  &om  so  accidental^ 
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Tha  lady,  however,  was  not  saui6cfl  with  this  Iriflinfc  paniihment.   She  pot  up 
Ln  bcr  turn,  and  takini;  '.Itc  ttick.shi:  beat  Batiadar  so  unmcrcifullv  that  Uic  tcan 
acBuc  into  hi»  cyc».     Aingud  wai  excels  1  '  »-))ich  fthe 

allowed  hcnclf.  Jind  the  manner  in  which  «>  '  !>t  ofBcvn 

oflhvking.     He  kept  rr"---  ,-t  tH.it  she  h....  ...  ..,^..  i.....  .,..m.  v......-u,  bul  the 

Ot<iiHtt<IlJ>l  <kei)l  on  ■■■M.     "  Let  me  ahme  !  "  the  cried  :  **  I  wish  to 

miifi  ""—If   Mill  ttji ....  '■-■  '>f^  absent  to  long  uuubef  time."    She  con- 

tSmie^  1'-  Willi  M>  I  r><:e,  ih^tc  AmgUd  wms  forced  to  get  up  and 

ntetlu.  -^    ~    -:  of  hoT  )\.i!.     .  ^     II  he  had  tome  difBciiJiy  in  doing.     U'hcn 
ibc  fcund  ib«  could  no  lonj^f  bcAi  hitn,  »he  wit  down  in  her  pUce,  and  kept 


anifut  a  chouiand  abusive  thinirt  xc<  him. 
BanadJif  dried  hit  lean,  and  r> 


mdin^  behind  Ihem  in  \tmiT  out  their 
~«faie.    As  toon  as  he  saw  that  ili'  .r.j»hed  both  c-uinf,*  :inrl  (IHtikinK,  he 

took  away  aJl  the  things,  cleaned  twi  tltc  loum,  put  ever  \tn  pUce: 

moA  v^ien  night  cam?  on.  he  lighted  up  the  candles.  .1  ho  went 

OMarcamein.il'  <  not  M  to  scold  at,  threaten,  and  .:ibu:^  him — all  of 

vWch  waidonc  :  >tiMf.nteni  nf  Amglad,  who  would  wtllingi)' have  pn- 

vantad  bcr,  but  w.is  jiiaul  or  ^-lyin);  a  n-ord.  When  it  was  the  proper  time  to 
•aclre  to  rc«t,  Oahadar  prcjurrd  a  bed  for  ibcm  upun  the  mjUl,  ana  then  went  to 
aaofkcr  apartment,  where  he  in  a  very  short  time  fell  asleep,  through  the  gnu, 
tetaaahe  had  undcrvDnc. 

Anftadand  the  lady  continued  inconvcnatioaforat  least  half  an  hour  longer; 
aad  befcra  ihcv  retired  to  rest,  ihr  latter  havfaig^  occasioa  to  paas  ihroash  the 
wtttSanlt,  heart)  Hahad.ir,  who  wa«  already  ^st  uJeepi  more  very  loud.  As  the 
haitolWfWLd  that  there  w.i^  a  vimiur  li.tngiog  up  in  the  room  where  tbey  had 
bae»  fmming,  she  went  back  atid  a.i>d  to  Amslad,  **  I  beg  of  you  10  do  one  thiag 
far  love  of  me."  **  ^"hai  can  I  do  m  serve  you  f  *  repUed  the  prince.  **  ObUfi 
mm  b)r  uking  this  idmitar,"  added  she,  **  and  fo  and  cut  off  the  head  of  jnar 
stave:* 

Tkis  proposal  excited  the  createst  astanishmmt  in  the  prince,  and  he  had  no 
doubt  but  mat  the  quantit)-  01  wine  she  had  drunk  w^is  the  cause  of  it  *  Madam,* 
be  repdied, "  let  us  not  retcarU  mv  ^lave  ;  he  is  mn  worthy  of  our  thoughts.  I 
h*v«  pwatihad  him,  and  «>  have  you  also  :  let  tins  be  sufficient.  Bestdea,  I  am 
wry  Will  saUtlled  with  htm  upiin  ihe  whole,  as  he  ki  not  in  general  accitatoraed 
to  he  gvlty  of  Ibesir  faults"  "  That  h  of  no  consequence  to  me,"  r«illed  tiba  en- 
raged female.  **  I  wislt  the  rasral  dead,  artd  if  he  is  not  to  be  killed  by  VOUr 
handa,  be  shall  be  by  mine."    H  1 00k  up  the  scimitar,  orrw 

he  from  dta  sabbard,  and  ran  utif  '  ile«i);n  in  exerution. 

AimladMU>*ed  and  ovrrr     '  1.  ,,in  vrMiiaxe.     "You  must  be  satisfied, 

■idun,*  ht  cried,  "  since  >  .;>on  it.     I  am.  howevpr,  determined  that 

mi  one  but  myvlf  shall  kiil  lus  As  soon  as  she  hadj[i««n  him  the  sdm)- 

tar,  be  said,  "  K'lllaw  me,  and  do  not  make  any  noise  far  6ar  of  wakhw  Mm,* 

went  mtuthe  chamber  uhere  Bahadarwas  ;  but  instead  of  aiming  the  blow 

n,  Amatad  directed  it  ai  the  lady,  whose  head  fell  upon  Bahadar     If  the 

made  by  the  action  of  cuttinf*  off  tne  lad  v's  hr.vl  wnMUt  n>jt  have  disturbed 

tdtta,  tha  head  ttaalf  nve  hitn  a  suflfcir>  Astonished  at 

in^  Amgiad  standimr  m  hmi  ^iih  th''  1  hanri,  .md  the 

body  of  the  '  1  die 

■HHlnc  flf  an  this.      1  . .  had 

pilMd,  and  in  conclu-  .ne  from 

■Jrlijg  your  life,  I  ceul.i  lt*rown'' 

"  sIr,*repUed  Bafcadar.iDiftfc^-u^  uiili  the  greater  1.  '  '■'oer 

rank  and  £ca«reus  etaranrr  are  not  capable  of  gtvin,.  'f  so 

lakfced  a  natsre.     You  arc  iny  preserver,  and  I  carnioi  sur 
8»gz«aiwas  his  seniccf  the obniptthm,  that  heinsamlyemb; 
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the  day  brcaki,"  said  lie,  "  tbia  body  mu«  be  carried  out.  I  will  underake  to  da 
this.'  Amgiad,  however,  opposed  it,  and  !>.iid  thai  he  would  take  that  dutjc 
upon  bimscir,  as  he  had  been  the  cause  of  her  death.  "  A  atranger  in  ihU  pbo^ 
IIkc  you,  will  not  be  so  well  able  id  manage  it,"  replied  Uahadar.  **  LcawitI* 
me,  and  do  you  retire  to  re«L  IF  I  do  not  reutrn  Wfore  daybreak,  you  ntty  kt 
assured  thai  the  watch  has  surprised  me.  For  fear  this  should  happen,  1  wiB  now 
znake  over  id  you,  in  writing,  this  house  and  all  it  conuins,  and  you  may  Uve  faCie 
at  your  ease." 

As  soon  as  Bahadar  had  written  what  was  sufficient  to  transfer  the  bouM  l» 
Atngiad,  and  had  put  this  deed  of  gift  into  his  hands,  he  took  the  lady's  body  and 
head,  and  enclosed  them  in  a  sack.  He  then  threw  it  across  his  sbooUia^aDd 
walked  alon^,  from  street  to  street,  towards  Utc  sea.  He  had  not,  however^  pro- 
ceeded vcr>'  lar  before  he  encounicrt-d  the  officer  of  the  poUcc.  who  was  gDiBf  fab 
rounds  in  person.  His  attendants  stopped  bahadar,  and  opening  the  sack,  dis- 
covered the  body  and  head  of  the  murdered  lady.  The  tnajfisirate.  who  fciw* 
the  masujof  the  horse  nolwithManding  his  disgui^,  carried  himhntnc  witfa  hte, 
as  he  durst  not  put  a  person  of  his  high  rank  and  dignity  to  death  without  acqaiki^ 
ing  the  king  of  it.  The  next  morning,  therefore^  he  took  tiahadar  into  the  royil 
preMnce.  The  king  had  no  sooner  bcei^  informed,  from  the  repon  of  the  cmv. 
of  this  cruel  action,  which  as  appeared  from  all  the  circumstances  H^K*ii^r  had 
been  guilty  of,  than  he  loaded  him  wiili  abu:>c.  *'  Is  this  the  way,"  he  cricdj'tbil 
you  murder  my  subjects,  in  order  to  plunder  them,  and  then  Uirow  their  bodJei 
mio  the  sea,  to  prevent  the  discovery  of  your  tyranny  ?  Let  Uicm  be  freed  firotn 
such  a  monster,  and  hang  him  '" 

Notwithsunding  the  conscious  innocence  of  Bahadar,  he  received  thaMBMHi 
of  death  with  perfect  resignation,  and  said  not  a  word  in  bis  own  jatdicMiOa 
The  judge  reconducted  him  to  prison,  andwhilethegibbetwasprepanag^bemi 
criers  to  publish  in  all  the  quarters  of  the  city  the  justice  which  was  ffOiDg  to  be 
executed  at  noon,  on  the  grand  master  of  the  horse,  for  having  commiued  mndcr. 

Prince  Amgiad,  who  incficctually  waited  for  bahadar,  was  in  inexpreoihtt  gob- 
stemaiion  when  he  heard  the  crier  proclaiming  this  sentence  from  the  boiHcin 
which  he  was.  '*  I  f  any  one  is  to  die  for  the  de  ith  of  so  wicked  a  waaun,"  said 
he  to  himself, -'it  is  not  bahadar  who  should  suiter,  but  myself;  and  I  cannot  bear 
that  the  innocent  should  be  punished  for  the  guilty."  Without  further  ddiben- 
tioti,  he  went  immediately  to  the  spot  where  the  execution  was  to  take  plaoc^iAd 
imaged  with  the  crowd,  which  was  collecting  from  all  parts. 

As  soon  as  Amgiad  saw  the  judge  make  Ins  appearance,  leading  Bahadvta 
the  gibbet,  he  went  and  presented  himself  before  him.  **  My  lord,*  caid  bfc  "  I 
come  to  declare  to  you.  and  assure  you,  that  the  master  of  the  horse,  wbooi  yoa 
are  going  to  lead  to  execution,  is  quite  innocent  of  the  death  of  the  lady  (or 
whi<^  he  is  to  surfer.  It  was  I  who  committed  this  crime,  if  a  cnmc  indeed  it  caa 
be  called,  to  deprive  a  detestable  woman  of  hfe.  who  was  on  the  point  ^  mtada- 
ing  the  master  of  the  horse :  the  thing  happened  thus." 

When  I'rince  Amgiad  had  informed  the  judge  of  the  manner  in  which  the  lady 
had  accosted  him  on  his  coming  out  of  the  bath,  of  her  being  ibe  cause  z£  hn 
breaking  into  the  house  of  Bahadar.  and  of  all  that  had  passed,  until  he  (iwaid 
himself  obliged  to  cut  off  her  head  tosavcthelifeof  Bahadar,  the  judge  suspcadtd 
the  execution  and  took  them  both  before  the  king. 

The  monarch  desired  to  be  informed  of  the  whole  afTah*  by  Amgiad  himarif : 
and  in  order  to  exculpate  himselfas  well  as  the  master  of  the  norae  the  beUo,bc 
took  .-idv-aniage  of  the  opportunity  to  relate  the  whole  of  his  history,  together  with 
that  of  I'rince  Assad  his  brother,  from  the  beginning  up  to  the  preseot  time 

When  the  prince  had  concluded  his  narrative,  the  king  said  to  him.  "  I  am  very 
much  ple.-iscfi,  prince,  that  this  atiair  has  afforded  me  the  opportunity  of  bccfloniac 
acquainted  with  you  :  1  not  only  grant  you  your  life  and  pardon,  togcUHff  sffla 
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Aal  of  Ike  auKcr  oT  tbe  hone,  whose  food  tntcntiott  tomrds  ymi  I  commcod 
aakd  Kdmir*,  «ad  whom  1  rc<<subli(h  in  hit  otiice,  but  \  alio  cunici  on  you  the 
dlgaity  uf  pand  ruicr,  to  console  you  for  the  unjust,  altbouf^h  rxrusable.  trcAt- 
mcol  you  have  experienced  from  the  king  your  laibcr.  As  for  I'rince  Au*d,  I 
(ira  you  irtt.  penmsuon  to  exercise  ail  ihc  autboniy  yon  ate  invested  with  to 
ducover  where  be  u." 

After  Ain(iad  had  thanked  the  King  of  the  Oty  of  the  Magi,  and  entered  into 
hn  ofike  of  gnnd  viiicr,  he  niade  uic  of  every  method  he  coald  devue  to  find 
the  yriacc  m  brotbcr.  He  procUsmd,  by  meani  of  ibe  public  criers,  in  ill 
qaafUnoTthe  city,  the  promive  of  a  considernhlc  reward  to  any  one  who  should 
briag  AMad  10  him,  or  even  ^ve  him  informauon  whctc  he  might  \tc  found.  He 
^■INUied  people  to  make  inquiriei  in  all  parts ;  but,  notwiUutanding  all  hii 
itMUcbei,  he  could  obtain  no  intelligence  of  hua 

Ataad,  in  the  meantime,  was  constantly  chained  down  In  the  dungeon  where 
be  had  t»ecn  confined  through  the  artifice  of  the  old  man  ;  and  Boicana  and 
Cavama  his  daughters  continued  to  treat  him  in  the  same  cruel  and  inhuman 
■UBDcr.  The  H^emn  festival  of  the  idolaters  of  Hre  drew  near  :  ihc  vcuel  which 
uwdly  tailed  to  the  Mountain  of  Ftre  was  equipped  for  that  pnrposc.  and  a  cap>- 
IsIb,  aaned  Behratn,  who  was  a  lealous  pruniotcr  ol*  the  reli^'ion  <i|'  the  Magi. 
IMwrtoak  to  lade  it  with  merchandise.  W  hen  it  was  ready  to  put  10  sea,  Urhram 
MMirived  (or  Assad  to  be  placed  In  a  case  half  full  of  mcccbandisc  leaving  kucK- 
ci«M  space  between  the  planks  to  admit  aic  for  him  to  breathe,  and  then  had  the 
case  Id  down  Into  the  hold  of  the  ship. 

Before  the  vessel  set  sail,  the  grand  viticr  Amgiad,  who  had  been  informed 
t^t  the  wi^rshippcn  of  &re  made  it  an  annual  custom  to  sacrifice  a  MussultBia 
•A  the  Aeiy  mountain,  and  that  Au^d,  who  had  probably  fallen  into  tbctr  hands, 
aJ(tai  he  the  destined  victim  of  this  bloody  ceremony ,  wished  to  inspcv:t  the  vessci 
Ho  went  in  person,  and  ordered  all  the  seamen  and  passengers  to  come  on  deck 
wUa  hu  pa»ple  searched  the  vcssd  :  but  Assad  was  too  well  coocoled  to  b* 


The  search  bctng  condnded,  the  ship  left  the  harbour,  artd  when  it  was  m  the 
open  tea.  Bchram  look  Aisad  out  of  his  case,  but  kept  htm  confined  by  *  chain  j 
favilV  tlut.  ai  he  was  not  ignorani  of  ihe  fate  to  which  he  was  desttncd,  he 
ail^  in  despair  thiow  him«erf  headlong  into  the  sea. 

After  some  days'  •aU,  the  wind,  which  had  hitherto  been  (avourablr.  became 
twldmly  courary,  and  mcreased  to  such  a  violent  degree,  that  it  st  length  tenni- 
■Mad  ia  a  fanons  tempesL  The  vessci  not  only  lost  lU  track,  but  lichram  and 
tt«  pQm  did  not  know  where  they  were,  and  were  fearful  every  moment  of 
llJling  on  a  rock  and  going  to  pieces.  l>urmg  the  height  of  U.c  siorm  they 
illlWuiiil  land,  aad  Bchram  ksew  it  to  be  the  situation  or  the  harbour  aikd 
CMkal  of  Queen  Marviana,  which  occasioned  him  great  vexation  and  wirrow. 

The  foa  was,  thai  Qoecn  Marglana,who  was  a  Mussulman.  prof<*tcd  a  mortal 
comlirtotheklolatersof  fire^  She  not  only  did  not  tolerate  one  m  hrr  dommtons, 
bw  she  would  not  even  suffer  anv  of  their  vessels  to  come  into  her  pen. 

U  was,  however,  toiallv  out  of  thi:  power  of  tichnun  to  avoid  making  lor  the 
hartwor  of  this  city,  unless  he  had  ciposed  himself  to  the  danger  of  being  caai 
away  on  the  daogerous  rocks  which  hned  the  shore-  In  this  cairrmity  '"ewd 
a  council  with  his  pilot  and  seamen.  "My  lads."  said  he, "  you  see  the  neoemtty 
we  are  reduced  ta  Of  two  things  we  must  choose  one  :  we  must  citbarbe 
•waOowed  up  by  the  w*%^  or  take  rrtigc  with  ^ueen  Margiana  j  hut  you  well 
kaow  her  implacable  hatred  to  our  rallgioa  and  to  all  who  profet*  It.  She  wOl 
ttOC  bd  to  scire  our  ship  and  coodemo  us  all  to  death  wtthooC  mercy.  1  see  but 
««e  mncdv.  which  may  perhaps  succeed.  1  propose  that  we  lahs  off  the  chains 
Ana  the  Mussulman  who  is  with  us,  and  dress  him  as  a  slave.  When  *JoecB 
Haigiafta  sends  for  me  10  appear  before  her,  and  asks  me  what  t  trade  ta,  1  will 
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tell  bcr  that  I  am  a  merchant  who  seHs  slaves,  that  I  have  sold  all  I  bad  vvlh 
ihc  exception  of  one  only,  whom  I  have  reserved  for  myself  as  a  son  of  secfeOrT, 
because  he  can  read  and  vmic.  She  will  desire  to  sec  him  ;  and  as  he  is  «^> 
litoking,  and  moreover  is  of  her  religion,  she  will  be  moved  H-iih  cumpasaioa  lor 
him,  and  ^t-ill  no  doubt  propose  to  purchase  bim  of  me,  on  coadition,  howmov 
ttiat  wc  shall  remain  in  her  harbour  until  the  weather  is  fair.  Ifyoa  can  minT'wn 
a  bener  plan,  speak,  and  1  will  hear  you."  The  pilot  and  seamen  spptaodBd  it 
ver>-  much,  and  it  was  put  m  practice. 

bchnun  ordered  Prince  Assad's  chains  to  be  taken  off,  and  bad  faun  'attoif 
dressed  as  a  slave  who  was  in  the  office  of  writer  or  secretvy  to  hU  shiph  m 
which  character  he  wished  him  to  appear  before  the  queen.  Aaead  was  scifci^ 
dressed  and  prepared  for  his  part  when  the  vessel  entered  the  harbour  aad  eiK 
anchor. 

As  soon  as  Queen  Margiana,  whose  palace  was  situated  near  the  sea,  lo  tbtt 
the  garden  extended  along  the  shore,  had  perceived  the  ship  at  anchor  In  the  poet, 
she  sent  to  the  captain  to  come  to  her  ;  and  that  she  migbt  the  sooner  griutfy 
her  cuhoatty,  she  went  to  meet  him  in  the  garden. 

Behram.  who  expected  this  summons,  went  on  shore  with  Prince  Assad,  bavfaic 
first  exacted  a  promise  from  him  of  connmiing  what  he  should  say  of  his  bdlg 
a  slave  and  secretary  to  thf  ship ;  ihcy  were  conducted  before  the  qa«ca.  Mi 
Behram,  throwing  himself  at  her  feet,  described  to  her  the  necessity  he  had  bMB 
under  of  t.iking  refuge  in  her  harbour;  he  then  told  her  that  be  was  a  metchuK 
dealing  in  slaves,  and  that  A$s.ad,  whom  he  h.id  brought  with  him.  was  the  ooly 
one  remaining',  but  that  he  kept  him  for  himself  tn  the  cipacity  of  secretary. 

Margiana  had  felt  a  predilection  for  Assad  from  the  first  moment  she  cast  her 
eyes  on  him,  and  she  wa%  delighted  to  hear  that  he  was  a  slave.  Detcrniiiied, 
therefore,  to  purchase  him  at  whatever  price,  she  asked  Assad  his  name.  "  Crest 
queen,"  replied  he,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  "does  your  majesty  wish  to  know  the 
name  I  formerly  bore,  or  that  by  which  1  am  now  called  ?" 

"What,  have  vou  two  names?"  inquired  the  queen.  ^'Atas!"  reswmed  tfw 
prince,  "  1  have  indeed.  1  was  formerly  called  Assad,  or  the  most  happy ;  b>t 
my  name  now  is  Motar.  or  one  destined  for  sacrifice." 

Marsiana,  who  could  not  understand  the  true  meaning  of  this  reply,  mppoMd 
he  applied  it  to  his  present  state  of  slavery,  and  at  the  same  time  aiscovercd  ht 
bad  a  ready  wit.  "  As  you  are  a  secretary,"  said  she  afterwards, "  I  conclude  jnw 
can  write  very  well :  let  me  see  some  of  your  writing  "  Assad,  who  was  provided 
with  an  ink-horn,  which  was  fastened  to  his  girdle,  and  some  paper — for  Bchnm 
had  not  forgotten  these  circumsunccs,  the  better  to  persuade  the  queen  thu  lie 
was  in  reality  what  she  believed  him  to  be — withdrew  to  a  little  distaaoe,  aad 
wrote  the  following  sentences,  which  bore  some  relation  to  his  miserable  ceadl> 
Uon : 

'*  The  blind  man  avoids  the  ditch  into  which  the  clear-sighted  stmnhlcs.  The 
ignorant  man  elevates  himself  to  the  highest  dignities  by  speeches  whicli  sij^tfy 
nothing,  while  the  wise  man  remains  neglected  as  the  dust,  though  possessed  of 
the  greatest  eloquence.  The  Mussulman  is  in  the  dcepesi  misery,  noiwithsiaad' 
ing  bii  riches,  but  the  intidt-l  triumphs  in  the  midst  of  his  praspenr>'.  We  ram 
not  hope  that  things  will  change;  the  Almighty  decrees  that  they  should  rcnnhk 
in  their  present  state." 

Assad  presented  the  paper  to  Queen  Margiana,  who  did  not  bestow  less  cod- 
mendation  on  the  moraliiy  of  the  sentences  than  on  the  beauty  of  the  wTitraj; 
m  short,  nothing  more  was  requisite  to  inflame  her  heart,  and  make  her  (eel 
unfeigned  compassion  for  the  unfortunate  youth.  She  had  no  stKiner  finished 
reading  it  than  she  addressed  herself  to  llehram ;  "Choose  which  you  will  do," 
said  she;  "either  sell  me  tins  slave,  or  give  him  to  me;  perhapi  you  may  liad  il 
most  to  yowt  jidvantage  tn  du  the  latter."     Uchram  replied  in  a  very  inMlfam 
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^r— — *,  that  he  had  no  choice  to  makr,  for  thit  he  wanted  his  tUvc,  and  should 
thirefoft  ktvp  bim. 

Mw^aaa,  irriuird  by  this  behaviour,  said  no  more  to  Behnm,  bat  taking; 
Aand  Vf  ^  ann,  nude  hhn  walk  before  her  till  they  reached  the  palace,  when 
ah*  wnt  u  acquaint  Befaram  thit  ihe  ihould  conti«cate  all  hit  propieity.  and  set 
ftn  to  his  resftel  in  the  middle  of  the  harbour,  if  he  attempted  to  past  the  night 
tlMTc.  He  w.is  obli^  to  retutn  to  his  veud,  truly  tnonified.  and  to  prepare 
with  the  Qtmost  diligence  for  sailing,  although  the  tempest  had  not  eatnrly 
subaidcd. 

The  qocen  havinj;,  on  her  rrium  to  the  palace,  ordered  supper  to  be  instantly 
acrred,  conducted  Prioce  A«uil  10  her  apartment,  where  she  maile  him  sit  neiE 
Iter.  AMad  wished  to  dechne  it,  saying  that  10  great  an  honour  wjs  not  to  be 
coafcfred  on  a  slave.  **  On  a  slave  "*  exclaimed  the  queen:  "a  moment  since  and 
yon  were  one,  bet  you  arc  no  longer  .1  slave.  Sit  down  next  me,  I  tell  yoo,  and 
relaie  yonr  history  to  rae,  for  (  am  certain,  by  wh«t  you  wrote  Ju«t  now.  as  well  as 
by  the  insolenoe  of  that  merchant,  that  it  must  be  very  extraordinary." 

rVince  Attad  obeyed ;  and  wlien  he  had  finished  his  relation  at  length.  Margiana. 
more  thtaevcr  irritntrd  against  the  idolaters  of  lire,  S4ul  to  him.  **  Prince.  nM< 
wichMMllBff  iSttC  avrrMon  I  h^r?  AlN-^ys  felt  against  the  worshippers  of  fire,  I 
tev«  fsmrnriCH  cnmlucted  mv^H  with  great  humanity  tDw:irds  them  :  but  after 
Ibr  barbarvvti  treatment  you  h:ivc  experienced  from  them,  and  their  ezecnble 
iWlipi  of  sjrrihking  you  as  a  victim  to  the  object  of  their  idalacnr>  1  beooclbnh 
declare  impUcable-  %rar  against  them."  Sh«  wookl  ban  todalgw  bar  iaVMlma 
•tiU  liaithcToa  this  mbjert.  hud  not  eaf>ner  been  aerved,  and  the  Mt  down  to  tatatt 

sHtli  Prwce  Assail,  eh ■  '■!  "'^-ing 
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early  opportunity  of  disclosing  to  him.  "  Prince."  said  she,  "  you  muBt  now  make 
up  fnr  ail  the  fasting  and  bad  meals  which  ihc  pjtdess  worshippers  of  firr  obliged 
you  to  endure-  Vou  want  nourishment  after  so  many  sufTcrioes."  Saymg  tbess 
and  other  words  of  the  same  nature,  she  helped  him  repeatedly  both  to  eat  and 
drink ;  the  repui  la«ed  u  coasidcrable  time,  and  Assad  drank  some  gUsMS 
than  he  could  well  bear. 

When  the  table  was  cleared,  Assad  wi&hed  to  breathe  the  fresh  air,  and 
the  opportunity  of  gotne  out  when  the  queen  did  not  perceive  him.  He 
down  mto  the  court,  ana  seeing  the  gate  ot  the  garden  open,  he  entered  iL 
iracted  by  the  ^'arious  beauties  of  tlw  spot,  he  walked  about  for  some  time.  He 
at  length  went  towards  a  fountain,  whico  formed  one  of  the  princtpad  omancBU 
of  the  garden,  and  washed  his  hands  and  face  in  it  to  refrrsh  himself;  tfaei 
sitting  down  to  rest  himself  on  the  lawn  which  bordered  it,  he  insensibly  fdX  aakC|k 

Night  was  approaching,  and  Bchram,  who  did  not  wish  to  afford  Marg;uaa  aa 
opportunity  of  executing  her  menaces,  had  already  weighed  aacbor,  DOI  a  link 
rexed  at  having  lost  Assad,  and  being  thus  frustrated  in  his  hope  of  sacrifidic 
bis  victim.  He  endeavoured,  however,  to  console  himself  with  the  reScctioa  tkat 
the  storm  had  ceased,  and  that  a  land  breeze  favoured  his  departure.  Aa  aooo 
as  he  had  got  out  of  the  harbour,  with  the  assistance  of  his  boat,  before  he  drew 
it  up  into  the  ship,  "  My  Uds,"  said  he  to  the  sailors  who  were  in  i^  "  stay  abtll* 
and  don't  come  up  yet ;  I  am  going  lo  give  you  the  casks  to  fetch  water.  W»i  I 
will  wait  for  you  just  off  the  shore."  The  sailors,  who  did  not  know  where  tbty 
should  be  able  to  procure  any,  excused  themselves  from  going;  but  n< fcraw. 
while  he  was  speaking  vnth  the  queen  in  the  garden,  had  remarked  the  fcwiCaia. 
"  Go  ashore  at  the  garden  .it  the  palace,"  said  he ;  "  get  over  the  vraK.  wiucfa  ts 
not  breast-high,  and  you  will  find  plenty  of  water  in  the  basin  that  is  in  the  middik 
of  the  garden." 

The  sailors  went  on  shore  in  the  place  described  to  them  by  Behram,  and  eadi 
having  taken  a  cask  on  his  shoulders,  they  easily  got  over  the  wall  Ai  tbey 
approached  the  basin  they  perceived  a  man  lying  asleep  on  the  bank ;  and  ■bea 
they  d  rew  nearer  they  discovered  him  to  be  Assad.  They  divided  into  two  |Mftia^ 
and  whilst  one  set  was  tilling  the  casks  as  quietly  and  with  the  greatest  dwpMCfc 
possible,  the  other  had  surrounded  Assad,  and  watched  to  secure  hin^  to  ^ta9  he 
should  wake.  He  did  not,  however,  disturb  them,  and  when  the  casks  were  fiOed. 
and  hoisted  on  the  shoulders  of  those  who  were  to  carry  them,  the  otbert  Kocd 
him  and  took  him  away  before  he  had  time  to  recollect  himself;  tbey  conin|«d 
him  over  the  wall,  put  him  in  the  boat  along  with  their  casks,  aiul  ro«ved  witk  aS 
their  strength  to  the  ship.  When  they  had  nearly  reached  tt,  they  cried  on  w«fc 
repeated  bursts  of  joy»  "  Captain,  order  your  hautboys  and  your  drums  l  we  bciaK 
you  Inck  your  slave." 

Hehram.  who  could  not  conceive  how  bis  seamen  had  been  able  to  find  aad 
retake  Assad,  and  who  could  not  discern  him  in  the  boat,  owing  lo  the 
ot  the  night,  wailed  with  impatience  for  their  coming  on  board  lo  inqaln 
they  meant ;  but  when  he  saw  the  pnnce  before  him,  he  could  not  contain 
self  for  joy  ;  and  without  staying  to  be  mforraed  how  they  had  managed  lo  s<ii 
in  so  valu-ible  a  capture,  he  put  on  his  irons  again,  and  ordering  his  boat 
hauled  up  as  quickly  as  possible,  he  bent  his  course  full  sail  towards  tbe  Moi 
of  Fire. 

MargianA.in  the  meantime,  was  in  the  greatest  alarm  :  she  did  not  feel 
at  first  when  she  perceived  the  absence  of  Prince  Assad,  .and  she  did  oot 
he  would  soon  return  ;  she  w-aiied  patiently  for  hira,  but  finding  thai  aftcraccw- 
siderable  time  had  elapsed  he  did  not  make  his  appearance,  she  bcKantobcvay 
uneasy.  .She  commanded  her  women  lo  search  for  him,  which  they  did,  bal  W 
no  purpose,  and  they  could  bring  her  no  in»elligence  of  him.  Niijbl  came  oo, 
and  abe  had  him  sought  for  with  lights,  but  still  aa  inctTeclually. 
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la  the  state  of  impaiicQce  and  alarm  which  Margiana  experienced,  she  heneli' 
tt  to  look  for  the  prince  by  ihe  b(;ht  of  flambeaux,  and  as  she  obften'ed  that 
garden  gate  was  open,  she  went  in  with  her  women,  supposing  he  might  be 
Patting  near  ihc  fountain,  bhe  observed  a  clipper  on  the  bank,  which, 
yyiJTm-rij  she,  as  well  as  her  women,  knew  to  be  one  of  th>j3e  worn  by  ihe 
■riacc.  This  circumstance,  added  m  the  qii^intity  of  water  spill  on  the  edge  01 
be  bastn,  led  her  to  conclude  that  Dchrain  mij^ht  have  taken  him  away  by  force. 
^»be  touncdiately  sent  ti>  inquire  if  his  ship  was  siill  in  the  harbour  ;  and  as  she 
'■■m»  infocmed  that  he  had  sailed  before  the  night  came  00,  that  he  had  stopped 
Cor  Bome  time  oiT  the  shore,  and  ih.it  his  boat  had  been  to  fetch  water  from  her 
gardga.  ahe  instantly  dispatched  a  messenger  to  the  commander  of  ten  ships  of 
^■var,  which 


always  kept  in  port  fully  equipped  and  ready  to  sail  on  the 
afaortot  notice,  to  acquaint  him  thai  she  intended  to  embark  tlie  following  day, 
aboHt  an  hour  after  sunrise. 

Tbe  comnaader  was  diligent  in  obeying  her  orders  ;  she  assembled  the  cap- 
ttias  and  other  ofiiiccrs  the  sailors  and  soldiers  ;  and  everything  was  ready  by 
like  ■ppointed  hour.  She  embarked,  and  when  her  squadron  got  out  to  sea  and 
«aa  in  full  sail,  she  declared  her  intcntioa  to  the  commander.  "  You  must  use 
•ft  cxpeditiim,*' said  she,  "and  pursue  the  merchant  vessel  which  sailed  from  the 
Wfaour  yesterday  evening.  1  give  it  up  as  yuur  prize  if  you  take  it ;  but  if  you 
do  not  succeed,  your  life  shall  be  the  forfeit." 

The  ten  ships  chased  Uchram's  vessel  for  two  whole  da}*!,  without  being  able 
ta  ^a  within  sight  of  it.  On  the  third,  they  discovered  it  at  break  of  day;  and 
by  noon  they  had  surrounded  it,  so  that  it  could  not  escape.  The  cruel  Bchram 
lid  no  sooner  perceived  ihe  ten  vessels,  than  he  concluded  it  must  be  the 
^hAmd of  Queen  M.or^iana  in  pursuit  of  him,  and  he  immediately  indicted  the 
bndBado  on  I'rince  Assad  ;    for  he  had  continued  that  nracticc  daily  from  the 

teike  had  left  the  city  of  the  Magi,  and  he  now  repeated  his  chastisement  with 
wn  violence  than  usual.  He  was  extremely  embarrassed  when  he  found  he 
■aaaa  tbe  point  of  being  surrounded  on  all  sides.  If  he  kept  fVssad,  he  proved 
liaMsircalpable.  If  he  deprived  himof  hfc,  bcwos  fearful  that  some  mark  mi)(ht 
SBSaia  to  discover  his  guilt.  He  had  him  unchained,  and  the  prince  was  tlien 
aide  to  go  up  from  the  hold  of  the  ship  where  he  was  conhned,  and  appear 
Mbn  hbo.  **  It  u  thou,"  said  he,**whoan  the  cause  of  our  being  pursued;" 
aad  en  aaying  this,  he  threw  htm  into  the  sea. 

Prioce  ^Vssad  could  swim  very  well,  and  in.ide  use  of  his  hands  and  feet  with 
Manich  success,  that,  assisted  by  tbe  waves,  which  bore  him  towards  the  shore, 
W  bad  sufficient  sucngih  to  hold  out  till  he  reached  land.  When  he  was  in 
nftiT,  the  6rst  thing  he  did  was  to  return  thanks  to  (hkI  for  having  delivered 
kvi  Irom  so  great  a  peril,  and  again  favoured  his  escape  from  the  hands  of  the 
idolitcn  o(  fire.  He  then  undressed  himself,  and  having  wrung  the  water  from 
k«  doches,  he  spread  them  on  a  rock  lu  dry.  This  was  soon  etiectcd,  as  well 
froB  the  beat  of  the  sun  as  from  th.-it  of  the  rock,  which  bad  received  considerable 
*vra>h  6mi  the  power  of  its  ravs. 

■  ?fjy  ^*"  '*>f  some  time  deploring  his  miserable  fate,  ignorant  of  the  country 
■■•»  ne  WM,  and  uncertain  which  way  to  go.  He  then  took  up  his  clothes, 
^  *■"  '*'>»  ^^^  without  leaving  the  coast,  he  began  to  proceed,  .ind  rontinued 
Wfciog  lOt  he  came  to  a  road,  which  he  followed.  He  pursued  this  path  or  road 
_S?i.  '*  through  a  country  that  senned  to  be  without  inhabitants,  and 
•  whKh  be  (bund  nothing  but  wild  fruits  and  a  few  plants  along  the  banks  of 
»«  rivulcu,  on  which  he  iivcd.  He  at  last  arrived  at  a  town,  which  he  immc- 
jwdyknew  to  be  the  ciiyof  the  M.-igi.  where  he  had  been  so  ill  uscd.and  where 
M  brother  Amgiid  was  gr.ind  vi»ier.  At  this  he  was  much  rejoiced,  but  was 
wmincd  to  address  himself  to  no  one  whom  he  knew  to  be  .n  wor^ipper  of 
Mt,  but  only  to  speak  to  Mussulm.ans  j  for  be  remembered  to  havt  remarked  a 
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£ew  of  the  latter  as  be  came  into  the  city  the  first  time.    As  it  wu  hte,  and  be 

knew  \xr>-weU  that  all  the  shops  were  shut  up,  and  thai  few  people  were  abrot^ 
at  that  hour,  he  resolved  to  go  into  a  buri.il-p]ace  which  was  close  10  the  lown, 
and  pass  the  night  ihcrc,  as  there  were  many  tombs  in  it  that  were  built  like 
mausoleums.  In  looking  about  he  discovered  one,  of  which  the  door  was  open. 
He  went  in,  and  deteitnmed  lo  reniain  there. 

We  nill  now  return  to  the  vessel  of  Behram.  It  was  a  great  while  after  he  had 
thrown  Assad  into  the  sea  before  it  was  surrounded  on  all  sidei  by  the  flccc  of 
Mar^jiana.  He  was  first  boarded  by  the  ship  in  which  the  queen  henelf  was: 
and  as  he  n-as  not  able  to  niuke  any  resistance,  Behram  at  her  approach  baakd 
down  his  sails  as  a  mark  of  ha\ing  iurrcmi'-Tcd. 

Margtana  iuimediately  went  on  board  the  vessel,  and  asked  Behram  where  ibe 
secretary  was  whom  he  bad  the  audacity  either  to  take'  away  or  10  maJcc  oUm» 
carry  him  from  her  palace.  "  Queen,"  replied  Behram,  "  I  swear  to  your  majcKy 
that  he  is  not  on  board  my  vessel ;  if  you  will  order  it  to  be  searched,  yoa  will 
then  know  my  innocence." 

Margiana  commanded  the  vessel  to  be  searched  with  the  greatest  poariblg 
strictness ;  but  he  whom  she  was  so  desirous  of  finding,  as  much  for  the  love  ibe 
had  for  him  as  from  her  natural  ^'oodncss  of  disposition,  could  not  be  foond.  She 
was  even  00  the  point  of  killing  Behram  with  her  own  hand  ;  but  she  renraiaed 
herself,  and  was  satisfied  witli  conlibcating  the  vessel  and  all  its  cargo,  and  paoi^ 
him  and  all  his  sailors  afloat  in  their  open  boat,  with  the  chanceof  reachiny  the 
shore.  Having  landed,  Behram  and  his  crew  went  on,  and  happesed  to  arrive 
at  the  city  of  the  Magi  on  the  ver>-  same  night  in  which  Assad  hod  takes  lefac* 
in  the  burial-ground  and  retired  to  the  tomb.  As  the  gate  of  the  city  wsa  imc, 
he  also  was  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  cemetery,  and  to  6nd  aometaiBbM 
watt  in  till  day  appeared  and  the  gate  was  again  open. 

Unfortunately  for  Assad,  Behram  came  to  thai  m  which  he  was.    He  went 
and  saw  a  man  asleep  with  his  head  nrapped  in  his  clothes.     Tlie  prince 
with  the  noise,  and  lifting  up  his  head,  demanded  who  was  there.   Behram 
diatcly  recognized  him.   **Ah,  ah  '."  said  he,  "is  it  then  you,  who  are  the 
of  my  being  ruined  for  the  rest  of  my  life  ?     Vou  have  escaped  beinK  aaotficad 
this  year,  but  you  shall  not  evade  it  again  on  the  following."     HavtBg  said  lUi, 
he  threw  himself  upon  him,  put  his  handkcrchercfaief  into  his  mouth  to  paewat 
Ins  calling  out,  ami  then  made  his  sailors  bind  him. 

The  next  morning,  as  soon  as  the  gate  of  the  city  was'opeB,  it  wu  very  cur 
for  Behram  to  cany  Assad  back  to  the  old  man's  house,  who  haul  so  coittpleeelf 
deceived  him  by  his  cunning  tricks  ;  and  by  taking  him  through  anfrvqaentod 
streets,  as  few  people  had  yet  risen,  he  was  sure  of  not  being  discov«re<il.  As  moo 
as  he  arrived  there,  he  took  him  mto  the  same  dungeon  from  whence  he  had 
before  been  brought,  and  then  went  and  informed  the  old  man  of  the  unfoctvikalr 
cause  of  his  return,  and  the  bad  success  of  his  voyage.  The  wicked  wrvtcb  did 
not  forget  to  impress  his  two  daughters  very  strongly  wHh  the  neecMity  of  tB 
treating  the  unfonunate  prince  in  a  still  worse  manner,  if  possible,  than  bafare. 

Assad  was  extremely  suiprised  at  fmdin^  himself  ngam  in  the  saiac  plact 
where  he  had  already  suffered  so  much,  and  m  expectatiun  of  the  same  tortwrc, 
from  which  he  thought  himself  delivered  fnr  ever.  He  wept,  and  wai  Umcntiac 
the  hardness  of  his  destiny,  when  he  saw  Uostana  enter  his  dungeon  with  a  itidk 
In  her  hand,  a  piece  of  bread,  and  a  pitcher  of  water.  He  trembled  at  tbe  aifbt 
of  this  merciless  creature,  and  groaned  aloud  when  he  rcHeaed  upon  the  daily 
torments  he  wa«  again  lo  endure  for  another  whole  year,  before  he  was  to  be  lod 
lo  his  most  horrible  kind  of  death. 

Bostana,  hoH'ever,  did  not  treat  the  unforiun.ite  Assad  in  so  cnnlamn&vu 
»he  had  done  when  he  was  in  his  prison  thir  fornicr  time.  The  laimotMkMU,  tbe 
Complaints,  and  the  continual  prayers  of  the  pnnce  10  spore  him,  joined  to  fcu 
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SevK,  were  at  Icn^h  so  powrrfal,  th.-it  Hostana  could  not  avoid  being  sofirned  by 

Kbcm,  xnd  even  to  mingle  her  tears  wiih  his.    " Sir, '  she  satd  lo  Assad,  as  she 

.ania  covered  his  shoulders,"  1  ask  you  a  thousand  pardotis  for  the  cruelty  with 

^■MCh  1  have  before  treated  you.  and  of  which  1  have  again  made  you  feet  the  ill 

^rSects.    Hitherto  I  have  been  afraid  of  disobeying  my  father,  who  is  so  unjustiy 

iiagcd  against  you,  and  who  is  determined  upon  your  destruction.     But  1  now 

and  abhor  bi&  barbarity.     Console  yourself,  therefore,  for  your  evib  are  at 

a  aadt  uul  I  amgoin]f  to  repair  all  my  crimes,  the  enormity  of  which  I  am  well 

•wan  ^,  by  better  treatment.     You  have  hiiheno  looked  upon  me  as  an  infidel ; 

ou  must  for  the  future  regard  me  as  a  Mussulman.     I  have  already  leceived 

uch  iflSlniction  f.'om  a  female  slave  who  attends  me  ;  I  hope  that  you  will  com- 

:^plctc  what  she  has  begun.     To  prove  to  you  my  good  intentions,  I  ask  pardon  of 

^  be  true  God  for  all  my  offences  against  and  ill  treatment  of  you ;  and  I  have 

tf'oU  confidence  that  He  will  discover  to  me  the  means  of  restoring  you  to  ytnir  full 

.B-ibertjr.* 

Tbts  speech  afforded  Prince  Assad  great  consoUitton  :  he  offered  up  his  grate- 

■^m\  tbanla  to  God  for  instilling  such  kindness  into  the  heart  of  Bostana,  and 

'^^mmning  her  lo  the  true  religion.    After  first  thanking  her  for  the  good,  opinion 

hid  expressed  for  him,  he  neglected  nothing  that  he  thought  would  coniirm 

in  ber  new  opinions,  not  only  by  endeavouring  to  instruct  her  stiU  further  in 

vsrioas  doctnnes  of  the  .Mussulman  religion,  but  even  giving  her  a  long  and 

^"nilllfiil  accoont  of  hmiself,  of  all  his  misfortunes,  and  his  illustrious  descent ;  and 

"Mj  Juuu  fts  be  was  convinced  of  her  hrmness  in  the  good  resolutions  she  had  taken, 

^*i  llkul  ber  bow  she  would  be  able  to  prevent  her  sister  Cavam.1  from  becoming 

^Ajnainted  with  this  change,  and  also  from  using  him  so  ill,  when  it  should  be 

^fccr  tBTO.    "  Let  not  that  give  you  any  pain,"  replied  Bostana  ;  '*  1  know  very  well 

^ow  to  nuiuge,  so  thai  she  shall  yive  herself  no  further  trouble  about  you." 

Id  fact,  Bostana  found  some  mcaas  of  preventing  Cavama,  every  time  she 
^^tprcssed  a  wish  lo  go  into  the  dungeon.  She  herself,  however,  saw  the  prince 
"^try  oflen ;  and  instead  of  carrying  only  bread  and  water  to  him,  as  she  was 
"^vdocdL  she  brought  him  wine  and  a  variety  of  excellent  food,  which  was  pre- 
Vnrad  by  twelve  Mussulman  slaves  who  .attended  on  her.  She  frequently  also 
banook  of  his  repasu  with  him,  and  did  everything  to  her  power  to  console 

Soiae  days  after  Prince  Assad's  return  to  the  city  of  the  Maei,  Bostana  hap- 
gnaad  to  be  at  the  door  of  her  house,  when  she  heard  the  public  crier  giving 
•teticc  of  sometliiog.  As  she  could  not  understand  what  the  crier  said,  because 
iMvusoCvofriandasshe  obscr\-cd  him  coming  up  towards  the  house,  she  went 
is,  bat  left  the  door  a  little  open,  and  listened.  She  saw  him  walking  on  before 
%i«Cl>nd  vizier  Amgiad,  I'rince  Assad's  brother,  accompanied  by  several  ofificers 
«rfsUI^  auckd  with  a  great  multitude  of  people  follomng  them. 

The  crier  had  not  gone  many  steps  from  the  door  before  he  made  the  following 
yrocianHitioD,  in  a  loud  tone  of  voice  :  "  The  most  excellent  and  illustrious  grand 
'«ukr,  who  is  now  present,  comes  in  person  to  inquire  after  and  seek  for  his 
^ndKr,  who  has  been  separated  from  him  for  more  Uian  a  year.  His  person  and 
^aaifHion  are  as  follows.  If  any  person  has  gi%-cn  him  a  loJging  at  his  house, 
vltMvi  where  he  is,  his  excellency  commands  them  to  bring  him  to  him,  or  to 
0**  him  some  information  concerning  him.  and  he  promises  to  reward  them 
*Mdlgndy.  But  if  any  one  shall  conceal  and  detain  him,  and  he  shall  aher- 
iL  ^'aBJs  be  discovered,  his  excellency  declares  th.it  he  will  punish  such  pcrsonx 
ft         *^dea^ together  with  their  wives,  their  children,  and  all  their  family,  and  will 

■  ^  me  their  houses  to  the  ground." 

H  Bofuna  DO  sooner  heard  these  words  than  she  instantly  shut  the  door,  and 

■  ^:  to  the  dungeon  where  Assad  was.    "  Prince,"  cried  she  in  a  joyful  manner, 

■  "jnr  misfortunes  arc  at  length  tcrmiQaled  ;  follow  me  as  quickly  as  possible.* 
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Assad,  whom  she  had  rcloiscd  from  his  chains  on  the  very  first  dmy  that  be  had 
been  broughl  back  lo  the  tluni^con,  folluwcd  her  into  the  street,  and  when  tkciiL 
fthe  instantly  cncd  out,  "  BchoU  him,  behold  him."  The  grand  vxntr,  who  hM 
tioi  proceeded  far,  turned  round.  A^sad  instantly  recognised  his  brother^mi 
towards  him,  nnd  Tell  into  his  arms.  Amgiad,  too,  knew  him  fiotn  th«  fim 
moment,  And  embraced  him.  He  then  made  him  mount  the  hone  of  one  erf' Ul 
officers,  who  returned  on  foot,  and  conducted  him  in  triumph  to  the  palace,  wtec 
he  presented  him  to  the  king,  who  appotnted  him  one  of  his  vizicrt. 

Bosiajia,  who  after  this  event  did  not  wish  to  return  to  her  tather\  wkoM 
house  was  razed  to  the  ground  the  very  same  day.  .ind  did  not  leave  Prince  Aamd 
till  he  arrived  at  the  palace,  was  sent  lo  an  apartment  belonging  to  the  (fUMER. 
The  old  mm  her  father,  and  Behram,  as  ivell  as  all  their  famifiet,  beixig  brov^ 
the  next  day  before  the  king,  he  ordered  them  all  to  lose  their  beads.  On  do. 
they  threw  themselves  at  his  feet  and  implored  his  mercy.  "You  ihaH  have  o» 
mercy  shown  you,"  replied  the  king.  *'  unless  you  renounce  the  adormUoo  of  Ant, 
and  embrace  the  Mussulman  religion."  By  adopting  this  conduct  the^aavvd 
their  lives ;  and  so  also  did  Cavama,  the  sister  of  Uostana,  and  all  their  fanulfea 

In  consrderauon  of  Bebram's  being  converted  to  a  Massolman,  and  in  oitSerto 
give  him  some  recompense  for  the  loss  he  had  before  sutTcred,  Amgiad  made  fafen 
one  of  his  principal  officers,  and  lodged  him  at  his  own  bouse.    A  few  daj 
when  lichram  was  made  acquainted  »-ith  the  adventures  of  his  benefartot , 
and  his  brother  Assad,  he  proposed  to  fit  out  a  vessel,  and  carrj  iheta 
their  father  Camaralciman,    **  Ttiere  is  no  doubt,"  he  said, "  but  that  the 
by  this  time  convinced  of  your  innocence,  and  is  impatient  to  see  jfwi    _      _ 
Should,  however,  that  not  be  the  case,  it  is  very  eas>'  to  be  tnlormed  oif  it  bcfotv 
you  land,  and  then  should  he  still  continue  tn  his  unjust  preposseMton,  jron  will 
find  no  difficulty  in  returning." 

The  two  brothers  accepted  Behram's  offer.  They  mentioned  Ihcir  des^  to  the 
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kiiiCtVfao  not  only  approved  of  it,  bat  g^ve  orders  for  the  immediate  equipment  of 
a  TcsseL  Bdiram  t^tened  the  preparations  as  much  as  possible  ;  and  when  he 
was  ready  to  set  sail,  the  princes  went  and  took  leave  of  the  king  on  the  morning 
beferv  they  embarked,  while  they  were  paying  their  compliments  and  thanking 
the  mooafch  for  all  his  kindness  to  them,  they  heard  a  great  bustle  and  tumult 
through  the  whole  city,  and  at  the  same  moment  an  officer  came  and  said  that 
a  vcrr  targe  army  was  approaching,  and  that  no  one  could  tell  to  whom  it  be- 
knnd. 

ObMrvinc  the  alarm  that  this  bad  news  gave  the  king,  Amgiad  said  to  him. 
"  AlthOBKb,  sire,  1  am  now  come  for  the  purpose  of  rcsignii^  the  ofEce  of  grand 
vizier,  with  which  you  ha%'e  honoured  me,  I  am,  notwithstanding,  ready  to  take 
opoo  myacU  the  charge  of  rendering  you  any  service  in  my  power  ;  and  I  entreat 
^  to  wfTer  me  to  go  and  sec  who  this  enemy  is,  that  comes  thus  to  attack  you 
ta  your  very  capital,  without  having  lirsi  declared  war."  The  king  begged  he 
wDuldL  and  be  instantly  set  out  with  very  few  attendancs. 

It  vmi  Dot  long  before  I'rince  Amgiad  discovered  the  army  which  appeared  so 
fanmdablc  and  continued  to  approach.  Thu  advanced  guards,  who  had  received 
Uvir  ocden,  gave  him  a  favourable  reception,  and  conducted  him  before  a  prin- 
OH,  wbo  Stopped  with  her  whole  army  to  hold  a  conference  with  him.  Prince 
fclipad  made  her  a  most  profound  reverence,  and  aaked  her  if  she  came  as  a 
taead  or  fta  enemy  ;  and  if  she  w.is  an  enemy,  he  requested  to  be  informed  what 
caisenf  complaint  she  bad  against  the  king  his  master.  "  I  come  as  a  friend," 
ibcrepUed,  "and  have  no  cause  whatever  for  complaint  agamst  the  Kmg  of  the 
Vi(L  His  dommiona  and  mine  are  situated  in  such  a  manner  that  it  is  almost 
■ipTiftrht  that  we  can  ever  have  any  dispute  together.  I  come  only  to  require  a 
ilne.wlMM«  name  is  Assad,  and  who  has  been  taken  away  from  me  bv  a  capuin 
WoeMriDg  to  this  city,  who  is  called  Behrain,  and  is  the  most  insolent  of  men. 
Aad  r  trun  your  Icing  will  aiford  me  justice  when  he  shall  know  that  my  name 
bMargiana." 

**  J'ovcrful  queen,"  replied  Amgiad, "  I  am  the  brother  of  that  slave  whom  you 
ttcn  to  search  after  with  so  much  mterest  and  concern.  I  had  lost  him,  and 
^  Mnr  recovered  him.  Come  with  me,  and  I  will  give  him  up  to  you,  and 
*fl  IJItcwtse  faave  the  honour  to  inform  you  of  every  other  particular.  The  kii^f 
^  inBfieT  will  be  delighted  to  sec  you." 

QaCCB  Margian.1  then  ordered  her  army  to  encamp  in  the  spot  where  it  then 
^■ad  accompanied  Prince  Amgiad  through  the  city  to  the  palace,  where  he 
inKDCed  her  to  the  king.  Hlien  the  monarch  had  received  her  in  the  way  she 
^OBiad,  Prince  Assad,  who  was  present,  and  who  knew  her  the  moment  she 
^pavn^  came  and  paid  his  compliments  to  her.  She  expressed  great  joy  at 
■Ok  him  again,  when,  nt  this  very  instant,  some  one  entered,  and  announced 
tathe  kn^  lluit  another  army,  much  more  powerful  than  the  first,  had  made  its 
ytaitoce  on  the  other  side  of  the  city.  The  King  of  the  Magi  seemed  more 
■RBcd  now  th:in  he  wa%  when  that  belonging  to  Margiana  came  in  sight,  as  the 
pOKM  appeared  much  the  more  numerous,  ifhe  might  judge  from  the  clouds  of 
tewUch  its  approach  occasioned,  and  which  seemed  to  spread  itself  through 
Oiwfaoleair.  '•  What  will  become  of  us,  Amgiad?  "he  cried.  *' There  is  a  fresh 
ing  to  overwhelm  us."  The  pnncc  knew  what  the  king  meant ; 
mounted  his  horse  and  rode  as  fast  as  possible  to  meet  this  second 
H«  demanded  of  the  first  part  of  it  which  he  encountered  to  speak  to 
nOModer,  and  they  conducted  him  before  a  king,  as  he  instantly  con- 
_  from  a  crown  which  he  had  upon  bis  head.  As  soon  as  he  perceived 
akboogh  at  some  distance,  he  alighted,  and  when  he  was  come  nearer,  he 
inHnCcd  nimself  on  ihe  ground,  and  asked  what  be  wished  of  the  king  his 

'J  am  called  Galour,"  replied  the  monarch,  "  and  am  King  of  Chinx    The 


desire  of  learning  some  intelligence  of  a  dangfater,  named  Badoim,  whom  many 
years  since  1  i;ave  in  inarrmgc  to  Frmce  Camaralzaman,  son  of  Schahxaman,  King 
of  the  Islands  of  Ihe  Children  of  Khatedan,  has  been  (he  catuc  of  my  leaving  my 
dominions.  I  gave  this  prince  leave  to  go  and  see  his  fatber,  with  the  cbaixe  of 
coming  to  spend  every  other  year  with  me,  and  bringing  my  daughter  wiih  him. 
1  have,  however,  for  a  great  length  of  time  been  unable  to  hear  anything  c^  them. 
Your  king,  therefore,  wtll  much  oblige  an  afflicted  father,  if  he  can  give  him  ilie 
least  informniion  on  the  subjca." 

Prince  Amgiad,wlio  instantly  knew  by  this  speech  that  it  was  his  grandfather, 
kissed  bis  hand  with  great  teademess,  and  said  to  him,  "  Your  majesty  wiD 
pardon  this  liberty,  vrben  you  shall  know  that  1  behave  thus  in  order  to  pay  ny 
respects  to  you  as  my  (grandfather.  I  am  the  son  of  Catnaralzaman,  at  thu  time 
King  of  the  Island  of  Ebony,  and  of  Queen  nadoura,  on  whose  account  yoo  arc 
so  much  distressed  ;  and  I  do  Dot  doubt  but  thai  they  are  at  this  time  in  ibcir 
dominions  in  perfect  health."  The  King  of  China  in&iantly  embraced  him  in 
the  most  alfectionate  manner,  so  much  was  he  delit^hted  at  thus  seeing  his  (nad- 
son.  And  this  vcr>-  unexpected  and  happy  meeting  drew  tears  from  the  cynof 
both.  On  asking  wbat  was  the  reason  of  his  being  thus  in  a  foreign  cwmoj. 
Prince  Ami^iad  related  his  historv,  and  that  of  his  brother  Assad.  When  it  wu 
tinished, "  My  son,''  replied  the  Kmg  of  China, "  it  is  not  Just  that  two  princes. 
so  innocent  as  you  are,  should  experience  any  further  bad  effect*  from  yoor  dl 
treatmenL  Console  yourself;  1  wilt  carry  back  both  you  and  your  brochcr,  aad 
will  make  your  peace.     Go,  and  make  my  arrival  known  to  your  brother.* 

Whde  the  King  of  China  was  ordering  his  army  to  encamp  in  the  place  where 
Prince  Aingiad  encountered  hint,  the  latter  went  back  to  give  an  accotmt  to  the 
King  of  the  Magi,  who  was  waiting  for  him  with  the  greatest  impstienee.  The 
king  *"as  extremely  surprised  to  hear  that  so  powerful  a  monarch  as  the  King  rf 
China  had  undertaken  such  a  long  and  painful  journey  through  the  deWc  ti 
gaining  some  intelligence  of  his  daughter,  and  that  he  should  be  so  ttCU  Vt 
capiul.  He  immediately  gave  orders  to  have  hun  handsomely  treated,  sad  m<tdr 
preparations  to  go  and  receive  him  in  person. 

in  this  imer%'a],  considerable  clouds  of  dust  seemed  to  arise  from  a  third  sfaSe 
of  the  city,  and  the  news  soon  came  that  a  third  army  was  approaching.  This 
circumstance  obliged  (he  king  to  stop,  and  request  Amgiad  again  to  go  and  mc 
what  was  the  cause  of  it.  The  prince  departed,  and  this  time  he  to<^  his  hraAa 
Assad  with  him.  Ttiey  discovered  that  this  was  the  army  of  CamaraSonU, 
their  father,  who  was  come  to  search  after  them.  He  had  showed  ligns  oTlfer 
greatest  grief  at  having  destroyed  them,  when  the  emir  Giondar  at  Use  tnfinmJ 
him  in  what  manner  he  had  preserved  their  li^-es.  This  made  the  Idng  rmIr 
to  go  and  discover  them,  in  whatever  country  they  might  be. 

This  afflicted  father  embraced  the  two  princes  with  tears  of  joy,  the  6m  be 
had  for  a  long  time  shed  which  had  not  been  tinged  with  the  deepest  afajctjaa 
The  pnnces  had  no  sooner  informed  him  of  the  arrival  of  his  C&lheT-ta<bnr,  the 
King  of  Cbma,  on  the  very  same  day,  than  he  went  with  them,  acctnnpanied  by 
3  very  few  attendants,  to  sec  him  in  his  camp.  They  had  not  proceeded  far  m 
their  road  before  they  perceived  a  fourth  army,  which  seemed  to  advance  'm 
perfect  order,  and  to  come  from  the  side  towards  Persix  Camaralmiun  dcdnd 
nis  sons  to  go  and  see  to  whom  that  army  belonged,  and  said  that  be  wo«ld  wMl 
for  them  where  he  was.  They  departed  immediately,  and  when  they  got  mpta 
it,  they  presented  themselves  to  the  kintr  who  commanded  it.  After  sahwing 
him  with  the  gre-ttest  respect,  they  asked  him  his  motive  for  coaiiag ' ' 
to  the  capita]  of  the  King  of  the  Slagi 

The  grand  vizier,  who  was  present,  took  upon  himself  to  retttm  aji 
"The  monarch  to  whom  you  have  addressed  yourself."  he  rratied,"!* 
Schaluaman,  King  of  the  Islands  of  the  Children  of  Khalcdao,  woo  hM 
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(er  a  gnat  length  of  thne,  with  all  the  attendants  yoit  see,  in  search  of  his  son, 
Pnacx  CamaraJzaman.  who  left  hi&  dominions  many  years  ago  without  making 
Mm  acquainted  vith  il  If  you  should  happen  to  know  anything  relative  to  him, 
TOO  will  liford  the  king  the  greatest  possible  pleasure  by  gmng  him  the  infor- 
ostion.''  To  this  speech  the  pnnccs  made  no  other  reply  than  that  they  M-ould 
one  bock  in  a  litUc  time  with  an  answer.  Thc^*  then  set  off  at  full  speed  to 
Comliatnan.  to  announce  to  him  the  cause  of  the  arrival  of  the  last  army,  and 
tint  it  bdooged  to  King  Scbahtaman,  who  was  there  in  person. 

AsWiwfareetil  and  joy,  mixed  with  regret  at  having  left  the  Icing  his  father 
wiUmmu  taking  leave  of  him,  had  so  powoful  an  ctTect  upon  Camaralzaman.  that 
he  fiiinted  away  as  soon  as  he  leamt  that  his  father  was  so  near  him.  He  at 
laigih,  through  the  assistance  of  Amgiad  and  Assad,  who  did  all  they  could  to 
cmnfoft  him.  returned  to  his  senses  ;  and  when  he  thought  he  had  acquired  suf- 
feent  srcngth,  he  went  and  threw  himself  at  his  father's  feet.  A  more  tender 
flt  iffoctlng  mte^v^ew  bet%vcen  a  parent  and  son  had  hardly  ever  been  witnessed. 
Sdabiaaan  afi'ectingly  chtded  Camaralzaman  for  his  uokuidness  in  leaving  him 
■  wntfeding  and  cruel  a  manner ;  and  the  latter  showed  the  deepest  regret  and 
ODamgoction  at  the  fault,  which  love  alone  had  caused. 

Toe  three  kings  and  Queen  Margiana  continued  three  days  at  the  court  of  the 
Kai  of  the  Magi,  who  entertained  them  in  the  most  magnificent  and  splendid 
tttam.  These  three  days  were  also  remarkable  for  the  marriage  of  Prince 
Amd  frith  Queen  Margiana,  and  Prince  Amgiad  with  I^ostana,  in  consideration 
of  the  cucntial  service  she  had  afforded  his  brother.  At  length  the  three  longs 
Vd  Qoeen  Matgiana  with  her  husband  each  retired  to  their  separate  dominions. 
Wlib  rcniect  to  the  Prince  Amgiad.  the  Kine  of  the  Magi,  who  was  at  a  very 
idnuKcd  age,  felt  so  strong  an  attachment  tonim  that  he  placed  his  crown  upon 
hi  head.  Amgiad  then  used  all  his  endeavours  to  abolish  the  idolatrous  worship 
4%stt  and  instead  of  it  to  estabhsh  the  Mussulman  rchgion  throughout  bis 


THE  HISTORY  OF  NOUREDDIN  AND  THE 
BEAUTIFLL  PERSIAN. 

HE  dty  of  Balsora  bad  been,  for  a  long  time,  the  capital  of  a  king- 
dom which  was  tributary  to  the  caliphs.  The  tang  who  ruled 
over  it  during  the  life  of  the  Caliph  Haroun  Alraschid  was  called 
Ziocbt.  The  caliph  and  this  king  were  the  ofl'spnng  of  two  bro- 
thers, and  were  conscijucnlly  cousins.  Zincbi,  who  was  unwilling 
to  trust  the  administration  of  his  government  to  one  viztcr  only, 
made  choice  of  two,  Khacan  and  Saouy. 
The  character  of  the  former  vcaji  distinguished  by  mildness, 
ff  And  londness;  his  pleasure  consisted  in  obliging  all  who  trans-tcted 
as  with  him ;  he  granted  them  evcr>-  favour  that  was  in  his  power, 
with  that  justice  he  held  himself  bound  to  administer.  The  whole 
of  Balsora,  the  city,  and  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  held  him  in  the 
otunation,  and  re-echoed  with  the  cvmmendations  he  so  well  deserved. 
/,  on  the  contrary,  was  a  very  diftcrent  man.  Hts  mind  was  a  constant 
to  frttfulncss  and  chagrin.  He  repulsed  e\er>-  one  who  came  near  him 
lABy  distinction  of  rank  or  quality.  Desidcs  this,  his  avarice  was  so  great, 
teiMtead  of  doing  good  and  deriving  credit  from  the  immense  wealth  he  pos- 
■Mply  be  even  denied  himself  the  common  necessaries  of  life.  No  one  indeed 
anM  endure  him,  nor  was  a  word  in  his  praise  ever  heard  from  the  mouth  of  a 
a^fle  perwo.    Aixl  what  increased  this  general  aversion  was  his  great  hatred 
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of  Khacnn,  whose  benevolent  and  generous  actions  he  always  endeftvoond  to 
represent  in  a  t>ad  point  of  %iew,  and  to  the  disadvantage  of  that  <«OfHfitt 
minister.  He  was  also  continually  doing  him  every  fll  omce  in  th«  «m  «f  the 
king. 

One  day  after  tbc  council,  the  king  amused  hansel/  by  conversing  in  a  **iHHy 
manner  with  these  two  ministers  and  some  other  members  of  the  council.  Tit 
subject  happened  to  turn  upon  those  female  slaves  whom  it  is  tbc  cssua 
amongst  us  to  purchase,  and  who  are  held  by  their  possessors  nearly  in  the  nafc 
of  lawful  wives.  Some  were  of  opinion  that  beauty  axid  elegance  of  form  in  m 
slave  were  a  full  md  adequate  compensation  for  Ihe  want  of  such  qitalificstiaM 
in  those  females  with  whom,  either  lor  the  sake  of  splendid  alliance  or  kvm 
motives  of  interest,  a  connection  in  maxriage  ha^  been  formed. 

Others  maintained,  and  Khacan  was  of  the  number,  tliat  mere  beauty  and  Cke 
charms  ol  person  by  no  means  comprehended  all  that  was  re<)ui9ite  ;  thai  tboe 
qualities  should  be  accompanied  by  u'ic,  understanding,  modesty,  and  pleuinf 
maimers ;  and,  if  possible,  with  a  variety  of  knowiedf^e  and  accocnpltltuMMf. 
To  persons  who  have  import.'\nt  concerns  to  transact,  and  who  have  psMada 
tedious  day  in  the  midst  of  painful  occupation,  nothing,  tbe>-  contenddL  can  fac 
so  grateful,  when  they  retire  from  bustle  and  fatigue,  as  a  wcli-iost 
companion,  whose  conversation  will  equally  improve  and  deligbL  On  the  Othv 
hand,  to  possess  a  stave  merely  to  look  at,  with  a  view  to  gratify  a  paaiits 
common  to  all  animated  nature,  is,  they  said,  to  differ  in  ootlting  from  tfct 
brutes  of  the  tield. 

The  king  was  of  the  latter  party,  which  he  proved  by  ordering  Khacan  to  par 
chase  for  hmi  a  sla^x,  who,  perfect  in  beauty  and  in  all  exterior  channs,  ihinkL 
above  e^'erything,  possess  a  well -cultivated  mmd. 

Saouy  had  been  of  a  contrary  opinion  to  Khacin,  and,  jealous  of  the  henov 
done  him  by  the  king,  "  Sire,''  said  he,  "  it  will  be  extremely  difficult  to  ted  Ift 
accomplisbctl  a  slave  as  your  majesty  requires ;  and  if  found,  which  I  can  iLimlj 
bdteve  possible,  she  will  be  cheaply  procured  at  the  expense  of  tiai  tboBand 
(Hccei  oi  gold."  "  Saouy."  replied  the  king,  "  you  seem  to  think  this  too  lai^  a 
price.  It  would  be  so,  perhaps,  for  you,  but  is  not  for  mc"  At  the  sania  unc 
he  ordered  his  grand  treasurer,  who  was  present,  to  remit  the  above  mb  to 
Khacan. 

As  soon  as  Khacan  returned  home,  he  sent  to  require  the  attendance  sTal 
those  who  traded  in  slaves,  and  charged  thrm  when  they  should  find  Mch  a 
female  slave  as  he  described,  to  ^nve  him  imnnediate  notice  of  it.  The  facokos, 
equally  anxious  to  oblige  the  viiicr  Khacan  and  to  promote  their  own  iwifmi. 
engaged  to  use  every  means  in  their  pouer  to  procure  such  a  tme  as  be  wiihed ; 
and,  indeed,  a  day  seldom  passed  in  which  they  did  not  bring  some  ooe  fadwc 
him,  in  whom,  however,  he  alwa\-B  found  defects. 

Early  one  morning,  while  Khacan  was  on  his  way  to  the  royal  palaCc,at)ralcci. 
takin;;  hold  of  his  stirrup,  presented  himself  with  great  eagerness,  and  ' 
him  that  a  Persian  merchant,  who  had  arri\Td  very  late  the  preceding 
had  a  sla\-e  to  sell,  of  a  beauty  much  beyond  what  he  had  ever  brhtUl ;  and 
respect  to  understanding  and  knowledge,  the  merchant  assun^d  him  that  ^ 
exceeded  anythmg  the  world  had  ever  known. 

Khac.ui.  delighted  with  the  news,  which  would,  he  hoped,  afford  him  a  goad 
opportunity  of  maktn"  his  court,  having  desired  that  the  slave  mi^ht  be  brOTfkt 
to  him  on  his  return  from  the  palace,  continuni  on  his  way. 

The  broker  did  not  ixA  to  wait  upon  the  nher  at  the  hour  appointed,  asd 
Khacan  found  the  slave  possessed  of  a  beaut)-  so  much  above  his  expactttlA 
that  be  immedi.Ufly  ^ave  her  the  n.ame  of  the  Beautiful  Persian.  Dctsg  aaM 
of  great  knowled;^-e'  and  penetration,  he  soon  discovered,  by  the  conTcraatiDB  bt 
held  with  facr,  thai  he  would  search  m  vam  for  any  slave  who  could  exceed  \m 


ia  in  the  qualities  nqtured  by  the  king.    He  inquired,  therefore,  of  the  broker 
'what  was  ihe  tum  deinanded  for  her  by  the  J^en>ian  merchant 

"bir,*  replied  Uie  broker,  "the  merchant,  who  is  a  man  of  few  words,  protests 
sIiaclKitnot  able  to  make  the  sm.illtrst  abatcmentof  ten  thousand  pieces  of  gold. 
Xie  has  assured  me  in  tlie  most  bolemn  manner  that,  without  taking  into  the 
■M  bis  own  care,  pains,  and  time,  be  has  expended  very  nearly  the  above 
m  variaiu  masters  for  the  improvement  of  her  person  or  mind,  joined  to  the 
lYOidable  expense  of  dress  and  maintenance.  Having  judged  her  from  the 
moment  that  he  purchased  her  in  her  early  mfancy  wonhy  of  royal  re- 
I,  be  spared  nothing  in  her  education  that  might  lead  to  the  attainment  of 
lugb  an  honour,  bbe  plays  on  evor>-  instrument ;  sings  and  dances  to  admira- 
writes  better  th.m  the  most  skilful  masters  ;  makes  exquisite  verses  ;  there 
oo  books  she  has  not  read  ;  nor  is  it,  perhaps,  too  much  to  assert  that  there 
cr  esisted  till  now  so  accomplished  a  slave. 
The  \-ixicr  Khacnn,  who  understood  the  merits  of  the  Beautiful  Persian  mtich 
&3«tur  than  the  broker,  who  merely  repeated  what  the  merchant  had  told  him, 
'^■31  uownlitng  to  defer  the  purchase  to  a  future  day ;  be  sent,  therefore,  one  of 
ba  pc<iplc  to  the  place  where  the  broker  informed  him  the  merchant  might  be 
<Ollli,  to  desire  his  immediate  attendance. 

Assooa  as  he  arrived,"  It  is  not,"  said  Kbacan,  "for  myself  that  I  am  desirous 
%«  pvrchase  yotir  slave,  but  for  the  king.  You  must,  however,  propose  a  more 
— aiduitc  price  chan  that  which  the  broker  has  mentioned  to  roc." 

'Sir'  replied  the  merchant,  "it  would  do  me  infinite  honour  to  be  allowed  to 
her  to  his  majesty  ;  but  I  am  aware  that  such  a  proceeding  would  not 
r&incrt:h.int  like  me.   All  that  I  wish  is  this,  that  the  money  which  1  have 
^amSf  expended  on  her  education  may  be  repaid  me.      1  may,  I  think,  assert 

^iA  coofidcBce  chat  his  majesty  will  be  perfectly  contented  with  the  purchase 
HcB»7  make." 

The  viiier  Khacan  was  not  inclined  to  protract  the  bargain  ;  he  ordered  the 
^OD  to  be  paid  to  the  merchant,  who,  before  he  withdrew,  addressed  the  vizier  as 
VfiOowf  :  **  Since,  sir,  the  slave  you  have  purchased  is  intended  for  the  king,  allow 
~  I  the  honour  to  mform  you  that  she  is  exceedingly  fatigued  with  the  long  journey 
has  so  lately  made,  and.  though  her  present  beauty  may  well  seem  incom- 
)tx  she  will  appear  quite  a  different  person  if  you  retain  her  in  your  own 
I  afacMt  a  fortnight,  securing  to  her,  in  the  meantime,  such  attentions  as  may 
At  the  expiration  of  this  she  will,  when  you  present  her  to  the 
ptesincyou  equal  honour  and  reward, and  entitle  me,  I  hope,  to  your  Uianks. 
ty  pcrtxivc  that  the  sun  has  rather  injured  her  complexion  ;  but,  when 
■kaU  nave  used  the  bath  a  few  times,  and  be  adorned  in  such  a  m.inner  as 
taste  will  direct,  be  .assured,  sir,  she  will  be  so  chan^^ed  that  you  will  tind 
of  a  beauty  infinitely  beyond  what  you  can  at  present  conceive." 

thought  the  adnce  of  the  merchant  very  proper,  and  determined  to 

it.     He  allotted  to  the  Beautiful  Persian  an  iipartmcnt  near  that  of  his 

^iie,  irhom  be  requested  to  allow  the  sla%'e  a  place  at  her  own  table,  and  treat 

Ikcr  in  CTcry  respect  as  a  lady  belonging  to  the  king.    He  further  desired  that  his 

Vfife  wovM  cause  the  most  magnificent  dresses  possible  to  be  made,  and  such  as 

Vhnld  bepccoltarly  becoming  to  her  beautif\il  charge,  whom,  before  he  quitted. 

IhilltaSMianessed:"  The  good  fortime  I  have  just  procured  to  you  cannot  possibly 

It  15  for  the  king  that  1  have  purchased  you,  who  will,  I  trust,  be 

■atisBed  in  possessing  you  than  I  am  in  h.aving  acquitted  myself  of  the  com- 

wiih  which  I  have  been  charged.   1  am  desirous,  however,  to  inform  you 

]  hare  a  son,  who,  though  possessed  of  understanding,  h^iS  all  the  incon* 

rashness  of  youth.   As  you  will  sometimes  unavoidably  meet  him.  I  men- 

lin  tbb  to  ptit  )'ou  on  your  guard."    The  Beautiful  Persian  thanked  him  for  his 
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inrorm.ition  and  ndvjce,  and  assured  him  she  would  profit  bjr  iL    After  thb  IW 
\T/ier  withdrew. 

Noureddin,  for  thus  was  the  son  of  the  vizier  called,  was  accustomed  to  enter 
without  rcstraiDt  the  apartment  of  his  mother,  with  whom  he  usualty  took  hti 
meals.  He  was  of  an  cxtmncly  tine  person,  young,  agreeable,  intrepid  ;  Kiviog 
moreover  a  ^cat  deal  of  wit.  ami  expressing;  himself  with  extraordinjury  Polity, 
he  had  the  cnnabic  gift  of  bcin^  able  to  carry  by  pcmiasion  ever)-  point  he  wi^cd. 
From  the  moment  of  bis  Ursl  interview  with  the  Beautiful  Persian,  oltbough  be 
knew  from  the  solemn  assurance  of  his  father  that  she  bad  been  piirrTiiitil  far 
the  king,  he  put  upon  himself  no  restraint  whatever  to  guard  him  *y*»iT  dm 
effects  of  love ;  but  permitting  himself  to  be  allured  by  her  charms, 
he  was  struck  from  the  6r£t,  and  his  passion  increasing  by  the  ddigt 
pcrienced  in  conversing  with  her,  he  dctcnnined  to  employ  every  tneatts'^ 
power  ro  obtain  her  from  the  king. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Beautiful   Persian  was  extremely  well  ptf^wid 
Noureddio.     *' The  vizier  docs  mc  great  honour,"  said  she  to  herself^  "la  ' 
chasing  me  for  the  King  of  Balsora.     1  should,  however,  have  esteecwd 
very  happy  if  he  had  designed  me  only  for  his  son." 

Noureddin  was  vcr>'  assiduous  to  profit  by  the  opportunities  he  had  of' 
tng  the  object  of  his  passion,  to  converse,  to  laugh,  to  jest  with  ber.     Newer  ( 
he  quit  her,  except  when  compiled  by  his  mother,  who  would  often 
"  My  son,  it  is  not  becoming  a  young  man  like  you  to  waste  so  much  time 
female's  apartment.   (h>  and  labour  to  render  yourself  worthy  of  one  day 
mg  to  the  honour  and  dignities  of  your  father." 

As,  in  consequence  of  the  lon^  journey  which  the  Beautiful  Persian  had 
taken,  much  time  had  eltpscd  since  she  had  attended  the  bath,  about  five  or  1 
days  after  she  had  been  purchased,  the  wife  of  the  vizier  gave  orders  to  have  Aor 
own  bath  prepared.  She  sent  thither  the  Beautiful  Persian,  accompanied  wiA 
3  train  of  female  slaves,  who  were  commanded  to  render  her  every  possible  aentee 
and  attention.  On  her  coming  out  of  the  bath,  she  was  arrayed  in  araoR  mMM* 
ticent  dress  which  had  been  provided  for  her.  The  \'izier*s  lady  had  «*«■  Sei^ 
self  the  more  trouble  on  the  occasion,  from  a  desire  of  claiming  a  merit  •mtk  ha 
husband, and  that  he  might  perceive  how  much  she  interested  bcrsdf  in' 
concerned  his  happiness. 

Upon  leaxnng  the  bath,  the  Beautiful  Persian,  a  thousand  times 
than  when  Khacan  purchased  her,  appeared  before  the  wife  of  the  vbicr,  *hl 
scarcely  knew  her  again. 

Havmg  gracefully  kissed  her  hand,  she  thus  addressed  her:  **I  know  m^ 
madam,  how  I  may  appear  to  you  in  the  dress  you  have  hod  the  goodaessti 
order  for  mc.  Your  women,  who  assure  mc  it  so  well  becomes  rac  that  ther 
hanlly  know  me  again,  are,  i  believe,  inclined  to  flatter :  it  is  to  younctf  that  I 
wish  to  appeal.  If,  however,  they  should  speak  the  truth,  it  is  to  yoo,  «"**— , 
that  I  am  indebted  for  all  the  advantages  it  gives  mc." 

"Oil,  my  daughter,"  replied  the  vizier's  lady,  with  the  greatest  nprriliifln  (4 
joy,  ""what  my  women  have  told  you  is  no  flattery.  I  ant  a  better  jodie  Una 
they ;  and  without  any  consideration  of  your  dress,  which,  however,  betfocaes  jm 
wonderfulK-,  be  assured  you  bring  with  you  from  the  bath  a  beauty  *o  infiafcch 
abo^'e  what  you  possessed  before,  that  1  scarcely  know  yoo  a^ain.  If  I  inaglMii 
the  bath  n-as  still  su^cicntly  warm,  I  would  partake  of  it  myself,  as  t  am  ct  •■ 
age  that  reauircs  mc  to  use  it  frequently."  *'  Madam,**  replied  the  H*awiM 
Persian,  "  I  na\-c  no  words  to  express  my  sense  of  the  kind  thmgs  ytra  hsTC  done 
for  me,  who  can  have  so  little  merited  them.  With  respect  to  the  hath,  it  ts  ad* 
mirable :  but  if  you  have  an  tnientinn  of  using  It,  there  is  no  time  to  be  lott,  as 
i  have  no  doubt  your  women  will  inform  you. 

The  wile  of  ihc  vizier,  reflecting  that  many  days  had  elapsed  since  she 
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,im  (Iciiroul  of  profiting  b>'  th(  oppontrnity.     Haring  deeUrtd  thU  to  her 
in,  ihcjr  soon  provided  all  the  rpqutsius  for  the  occasion,     nm  before  thr 
to  tbt  batht  the  connuoded  two  htUc  female  alavM  to  remain  near  the 
Ad  Pennn,  who  had  rctircxi  to  her  auomncnt,  Ei^ins  them  a  itrict  onlo 
■M  I*  pcmth  Xoomldin  to  enter  it.  iboald  ne  anfvc  ouhBff  bcr  absence. 

WhM  tkc  Udy  wat  in  the  batb,  Nonreddin  cme,  and  n«  ffndtn;:  hii  inotber 
i»  kcr  apaftmoU,  be  went  lo«nudf  ^SaX  ef  tbt  Deaui  ifdl  Prr  >•,  In  the 

aber,  be  UnanA  the  two  >1b»cm.     He  htquiml  of  \\u  mother, 

tbey  mfnnned  htm  Am  «a*  in  the  bath.     **  And  where  u  liic  tieautifal 
I  ^  *    '*  She  has  Jaai  reimed  from  thence,"  they  replied,  "  and  it  now  in 
.^■dliB',  wberv  we  camwi  allov  yo«  to  enter,  according  to  a  itnct  older  «« 
>  maknA  &en  tbc  lady  toot  moUier.'' 

**—*»*  of  the  Bcaimful  Pmtan  waa  only  iceured  by  a  tapcttty  hanginf. 
Noareddin  adranoed  to  rntrr.  The  two  lUm  o'ppoied  tbemaelvci  to  prwent  iL 
He  took  CBcfa  of  theni  by  the  ann,  turned  them  out  of  the  antechamber,  and 
loclBBd  the  door.  They  nn  to  the  both.  m.-Udng  kmd  and  bitter  compbunu,  nnd 
la  tem  informed  their  lady  that  Noureddtn  had  driven  ibem  Trtnn  their  poet, 
'.  to  eomcmpt  of  their  lemonttraBce  had  entered  tbt  (tenber  o(  the  Beautiful 

oemtvt  boldacM  of  bcr  von  alRieied  the  i;ood  lady  eKtrcraely.    Sbe 
'  '^|aiMdtb•bMl^m■ddret•edber*elf  inihanpMftiUchaitc;btubefdn 
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she  had  finished  and  could  .iirive  at  the  chamber  of  the  Bcnutifu]  Ptnon, 
NouTcddin  had  left  it  and  v.ii  gone  away. 

The  Heautiful  F'crsian  mms  exiremely  astonished  when  ihe  saw  the  »rife  cf  tk 
vizier  bathed  in  tears,  and  with  the  air  of  a  person  distracicd.  "  Madjiin,*uid 
she.  **ni3y  I  presume  to  a&k  what  it  is  that  so  miteh  aticcts  vou  ?  Has  an; acci- 
dent befallen  you  al  the  bath,  that  you  have  1^>ecn  compelled  to  quit  it  to  sotn?' 

"^  What  I"  cried  the  vizier's  lady,  "can  you  ask  this  question  with  to  tnaqtbl 
an  air,  after  my  M>n  Nourcddin  has  been  in  yoor  chamber  aJonc  with  you  ?  Cooid 
a  iircatCT  misfortune  possibly  happen  either  lo  him  or  me .' " 

"  I  bcscecli  you,  nindatn."  returned  the  Beautiful  Persian.  "  to  inform  mc  •ta 
evil  can  acciue  to  yourself  or  your  son.  in  consequence  of  his  having  been  in  ny 
chamber  ?  "  "  How  ! "  replied  the  vizier's  lady,  **  has  not  my  husband  tnfianMd 
you  that  you  u  ere  purchased  for  the  Ling  ?  and  has  he  not  already  cautiaoed 
to  take  care  tiiat  Noureddin  should  not  approach  you?" 

"  I  have  not  forgotten  his  injunction,  madam,"  nrpUed  the  Beautiful 
"  but  Noureddin  came  to  inform  mc  that  the  \'itier  his  father  had  rhwgfd 
intention,  and  that,  instead  of  rescr^'in^  me  for  the  kin^  as  be  had 
had  presented  me  to  him.    I  believed  what  he  told  me,  madam  ;  and  havnK  I 
from  my  earUest  infancy  accustomed  to  the  habits  and  expectations  of  ■  «tti 
was  as  little  in  my  will  as  in  my  power  to  oppose  myself  lo  his  todil 
Permit  me  to  add  that  I  have  submitted  with  less  repugnance,  liavinj^ 
a  passion  for  your  son,  in  consequence  of  the  opponunities  vre  have  bad  04'  ■■ 
each  other.    \  resign  without  regret  the  hope  of  belonging  to  the  king,  nnd 
esteem  myself  pcrfecdy  happy  to  be  allowed  to  pass  my  vbolc  life  witii 
redd  in." 

"Would  to  God,"  said  the  sizier's  lady,  **  that  what  yon  tell  me  were  xnmX 
would  gi^-c  me  ^-cry  great  delighL  Hut  believe  me,  Noureddin  is  an  imt 
has  deceived  you,  as  it  is  impossible  that  his  father  should  have  maac  him< 
present  he  talks  of.  Wretched  young  m.in  !  wretched  parents!  and  cspecialhr  ln> 
father,  from  the  dreadful  conbeijuences  he  will  have  too  much  rcaHMi  toi 
Ncillier  my  tears  nor  prayers  will  be  able  lo  soften  him,  or  obtain  pa 
son.  whom  he  will  sacrifice  to  his  just  lesentment  when  he  shall  be 
the  violence  he  has  committed."  Having  finished  these  words,  she  wepC  1)blfl^» 
and  her  slaves,  who  n-erc  not  less  anxious  for  the  safety  of  Noureddin,  follovcd 
her  example. 

The  vizier  Khacan  arrived  soon  after  this,  and  was  greatly  asutusfaed  la  find 
his  wife  and  slaves  bathed  in  tears,  and  the  Beautiful  Persian  exxrcmiely  mfdu- 
choly.  He  inquired  the  cause  oi  their  gnef ;  upon  which,  instead  of 
any  answer,  they  redoubled  their  cries  and  tears.  This  conduct  »o  ' 
•surprise  that,  addressing  himself  to  his  wife.  "  1  insist  absolutely,"  said 
you  inform  me  what  it  is  that  occasions  this  sorrow." 

The  unhappy  lady  could  not  avoid  compliance.  "  Promise  me,  ho«cv«f  *  i 
she  to  her  husband,  "thai  you  will  not  impute  blame  to  me  in  what  I  am 
to  tell  you.  I  assure  you  it  has  not  happened  from  any  fault  of  mine.* 
without  waiting  for  his  reply, "  While  I  was  in  the  bath,  attended  by  my  «• 
continued  she,  "  your  son  arrived  and  avaik-d  him^-lf  of  this  fatal  opportufiKi'n 
persuade  the  Beautiful  Persian  that  you  had  relinquished  your  intention  of  ctnnc 
ber  to  the  king,  and  that  you  lud  presented  her  to  him.  1  will  not  say,  ba|  lore 
you  to  imagine  what  he  may  have  done,  after  having  been  gmlty  of  %a  Dotena«* 
a  falsehood.  This  is  the  cause  of  my  affliction,  on  your  account,  and  on  lib  alM^ 
for  whrim  I  have  not  the  courage  to  entreat  your  clemency." 

It  is  impossible  to  express  bow  great  w.13  the  mortification  of 
when  he  was  informed  of  the  insolence  of  his  son.    "  Ah  ! "  n 
breast,  biting  his  hands,  and  tearing  his  beard.  "  is  it  thus,  wirtcli 
worthy  to  bve,  is  it  thus  that  you  precipiute  your  father  into  a  pit  of : 


pi 


rChacai^ 


OcUrtbest  degree  of  happiness  ?— that  you  destroy  him,  and  with,  him  destroy 
■jmrm}  The  king,  to  revt-nge  this  otTence,  which  attacks  his  very  person,  will 
vt  be  satisfted  with  your  blood  or  roirte.'^ 

His  Udy  endeavoured  to  comfort  him.    "  Do  not  afHia  yourself,"  said  she;  "  I 

oa  cuily,  by  disposing  of  a  part  of  my  jewels,  procure  ten  thousand  pieces  of 

{oU,  mth  which  you  may  purchase  a  more  beautiful  sUve,  and  one  more  worthy 

of  tlie  liinf ."    "  Wliat :  do  you  bcUevc,"  returned  the  viiicr,  "  thai  1  am  capable 

of  ba^  so  unhappy  at  the  loss  of  ten  thousand  pieces  of  ^old?    It  is  not  this 

that  tmicts  me;  what  I  lament  is  the  Loss  of  honour,  which  to  me  is  the  most 

ptdous  of  all  earthly  things.'   "  Nevertheless,"  5.iid  the  lady, "  it  appears  to  me, 

v,that  what  can  be  repaired  by  money  is  not  of  such  very  great  impurtance." 

'Sorely,*  replied  the  vizier.  "  you  are  not  ignorant  that  Saouy  is  ray  most  in- 

Kienic  enemy.    Can  you  believe,  that  as  soon  as  he  shall  become  acquainted 

•ttkthc  iiTair,  he  will  not  go  immediately  to  the  king  to  triumph  at  my  expense? 

'Tear  majesty,'  he  will  say.  'is  acaistomed  to  spe.-ik  of  the  arfection  and  zeal 

vlich  Khacan  shows  for  your  service.    He  has,  howc\-cr.  lately  proved  how  little 

At  k  worthy  of  so  ^reat  consideration.     He  has  received  ten  thousand  pieces  of 

|a)4  to  purchase  you  a  slave.    He  has  fairly  acquitted  himself  of  ttus  honourable 

daij^mnd  the  slave  he  has  bought  i^  the  hnndsomest  evec  beheld  :  but  inste-ul 

oibnoging  her  to  your  majesty,  he  has  thought  proper  to  make  a  present  of  her 

toba  son.    *  My  son,'  said  he. '  take  this  slave;  you  are  more  wnrthy  of  her  than 

ttekfaiff.'    '  His  son,'  he  will  add,  with  his  usual  malice.  '  has  now  possession  of 

^eraoa  every  day  revets  in  her  charms.     That  the  aiiair  is  precisely  as  1  have 

«io  tbr  bimour  to  state  it.  your  majesty  may  be  assured  by  exantining  into  it 

>Ovk)£.'   Do  you  not  perceive,''  added  the  vizier,  "that,  in  consc(|ucnce  of  such 

*V|Rscntatioa,  I  am  e^-cry  moment  liable  to  have  the  guards  ol~  the  king  force 

*>f  bouse,  and  carry  otT  the  beautiful  slax'c  ?     It  is  easy  to  imagine  all  the  un- 

'^raidifale  evils  which  will  ensue.' 

"  Sir,'  answered  the  lady  to  this  discourse  of  the  vizier  her  husband,  "  the 
tealioe  of  baouy  is,  I  confess,  extreme,  and  capable  of  giving  to  the  alTair  in 
'  >li,  should  it  come  to  his  knowledge,  a  most  injurious  turn.     But  how  can 
,  or  any  pereon,  be  informed  of  what  passes  in  the  mterior  of  this  house  ?  And 
if  it  should  be  suspected,  and  the  king  should  interrogate  you  on  the  sub- 
ject, k  is  eaLsy  to  say  thai,  after  having  examined  the  slave,  you  did  not  tiad  her 
90  worthy  of  his  majesty's  regard  as  she  at  tirst  appeared  :  th.tt  the  merchant 
had  deceived  jrou  ;  that  she  is,  it  is  true,  of  incomparable  beauty,  but  beyond 
deficient  in  those  qualities  of  the  mind  which  it  had  been  boasted  she 
The  king  will  rely  on  your  word,  and  Saouy  will  again  have  the 
ion  of  not  having  succeeded  in  his  wicked  intention  of  ruining  you. 
^vUch  he  has  already  so  often  attempted  in  vain.     Take  conhdcnce,  ttien  ;  and 
if  yoa  allow  me  to  advise,  send  for  the  brokers,  inform  them  that  you  are  by  no 
anmn  satisfied  with  the  Beautiful  Persian,  and  charge  them  to  look  out  for 
IBlhiT  slave." 
[This  counsel  appeared  to  the  virier  Khacan  very  judicious.    His  mind  became 
ttmsequence  more  tranquil,  and  he  determined  to  follow  it.     He  did  not, 
iwc^er,  in  the  least  abate  his  anger  towards  his  son. 
Noureddin  did  not  appe-ir  during  the  whole  day ;  and  fearing  to  seek  an  asylum 
with  any  of  those  young  friends  whose  houses  he  was  in  the  habtt  of  frequenting, 
tarn  the  apprehension  that  his  father  would  search  for  him  there,  he  went  to 
aoBc  distance  from  the  city,  and  took  refuge  m  a  garden  where  he  had  never 
hii>R  been,  and  was  wholly  unknown.     He  did  not  return  home  till  very  late, 
4iA  after  Ibe  time  that  he  well  knew  his  father  had  retired,  when  he  prevailed 
«M  bis  mothet^s  wt>men  to  let  him  in,  which  they  diil  with  great  caution  and 
■Mcu     He  went  out  the  next  morning  before  ht^  father  was  risen  ;  and  was 
lUJied  to  take  the  same  precautions  during  a  whole  month,  which  was  no  small 


mortification  to  him.  The  u'omen,  however,  did  not  {n  the  least  Eaner  Mma. 
They  told  him  frankty  that  the  vizrcr  his  father  had  con<:ei>'ed  agsiait  hiaittie 
greatest  possible  dxspleaiurc,  and  bad,  moteover,  determined  to  ileatny  Imb 
whenever  he  should  come  m  his  way. 

The  viiier's  l.idy  knew  from  her  women  that  Noureddin  retomed  haatccntj 
night,  but  she  had  not  the  course  to  solicit  her  husband  in  his  turuax,  Ac 
length  she  summoned  resolution  to  mention  the  subjecL  "Sir,"  uid  «he,*l 
have  not  ventured  hitherto  to  speak  to  you  concerning  your  son.  I  cftinatju 
now  to  allow  mc  to  ask  what  you  intend  to  do  with  him?  No  »oa  CM  ban 
been  more  criminal  towards  a  jiarent  than  Noureddin  has  been  towvdt  >«i 
He  has  deprived  you  of  great  honour,  and  of  the  satisfaction  of  pnscm  :  . 
the  king  a  slave  so  highly  accomplished  as  the  Beautiful  Penian.  Ail  \i\ 
acknowledge.  But,  after  all,  what  is  your  inteniiou?  Do  you  «rish  la 
him  absolutely?  Are  you  aware  that  m  doing  so  you  may  bring  itpor 
a  ver>'  heavy  calamity,  instead  of  the  comparativelv  light  one  ■ 
present  sustained?  Do  you  not  fear  that  the  world,  e\'er  full  ■ 
in  its  endeavours  to  discover  the  reason  why  your  son  is  driven  1 1  oii)  >  on*  pea?* 
trate  the  real  amse,  which  you  are  so  properly  anxious  to  have  conceakit^ 
Should  this  happen,  you  will  tall  into  precisely  the  same  misfonuiM  whicfa  U  a 
so  much  your  interest  lo  avoid.' 

"  Madam,"  replied  the  \i£ier,  **  what  you  have  said  has  been  dictaled  tqr  llw 
most  perfect  good  sense  ;  but  1  cannot  resolve  to  pardon  Noureddin  till  I  atell 
have  chastised  him  in  some  de^ee  as  he  deserves."  "  fie  will  be  %wf6e»adf 
pnnished,"  rephed  the  lady, "  should  you  put  in  execution  what  h.i5  this  ommmhe 
occurred  to  me.  Your  son  returns  home  every  night,  and  dep.uts  in  tlie  mMOlaf 
before  you  are  risen.  W.\il  this  evening  till  his  .irriv.il,  and  let  him  suppoMlkS 
you  intend  to  kill  him.  I  will  come  to  his  assistance,  when  yoti,  by  appMtaif 
to  grant  his  life  to  my  prayers,  may  oblige  him  to  take  the  HeauUful  Venan  M 
any  terms  you  wish.  1  kJaow  he  loves  her,  and  the  beautiful  &Urc  do«s  Mc 
di^ike  him.' 

Khacanwas  well  pleased  xvith  this  advice.    Before,  thereforv,  Noured(ttB,«W 
arrived  at  his  accustomed  hour,  was  allowed  to  enter  the  house,  he  plarrd 
self  behind  the  door,  and  immediately  as  it  was  opened  ilew  upon  his  son  : 
threw  him  under  his  feet.     Koureddm,  looking  up,  beheld  his  fiulier 
poniard  in  lus  hand  ready  to  stab  him. 

The  mother  of  Noureddin  arrived  at  this  instant,  and  seizing  the  viiier  by  i 
arm,  "What  arc  you  doing,  sir?"  cried  she.     ''Oive  way,"  said  he,  "that  I 
kill  this  unworthy  son."    "  Ah  I  sir,"  replied  the  mother,  "  sooner  shall  y«a 
me  ;  never  tvil)  1  permit  you  to  imbrue  your  hands  in  your  own  blood.'    Kt 
reddin  took  advantage  of  this  moment. 

"  K.ither,"  cried  he,  his  eyes  suffused  in  tears,  **  I  entreat  your  pity  and 
bearanre.     Grant  nie  the  pardon  I  presume  to  ask,  in  the  name  of  thai  Bi_ 
from  whom  you  will  yourself  hope  forgiveness  at  that  day  when  we  iImB 
appear  before  Him.'^ 

Khaean,  having  suffered  the  poniard  to  be  wTcstcd  from  him,  quitted 
of  Noureddin,  who  instantly  threw  himself  at  his  fathers  feet,  which  bc[ 
atcty  kissed,  to  express  how  sincerely  he  tepented  havmg  gi%-en  htm 
**  Noureddin,""  said  he,  "thank  your  mother.     It  is  from  respect  lo  ber 
pardon  you.     1  will  even  give  you  the  lleautiful  Persian,  on  Londition  that 
engage,  on  oath,  not  to  consider  her  as  a  slave,  but  as  your  lawful  wife.  «1 
you  will  never  on  any  account  either  sell  or  repudiate.'    As  she  hu  ililniV ' 
more  understanding  and  conduct  than  yourself,  she  may  be  able  to  modecSK 
those  eKtr.iv.ig.-»ncies  of  youth  by  which  you  seem  so  likely  to  be  ondoikc'* 

Noureddin.  who  had  not  dared  in  cspcct  so  much  indultjencc.  thamked  hu 
/other  with  all  imaginable  expressions  of  gralitodc,  and  rcaddy  took  the  oaih  1* 
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desired    TTie  Beautiful  Persian  and  he  were  perfectly  satisfied  with  each  other, 
tad  Ihe  viuM  was  ver>'  woU  pleased  at  their  union. 

Uoder  these  circumstances  Khacan  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  wait  till  tlie 
Itisf  should  speak  to  him  of  the  commission  he  had  given  htm,  but  took  every-' 
Bpportunity  himself  of  introducin],'  the  subject,  and  of  pointing  out  thcdimculties- 
fkacwjienced  in  acquitting  himself  to  his  itinjc-sty's  satisfaction.  He  conducted  I 
tiie  arfJur  indeed  with  so  much  address,  that  in  a  short  time  itic  king  thought  of' 
it  no  more.  Saouv  had,  it  is  true,  learned  something  of  what  bad  happened,  bat 
Khacan  continue<i  so  much  in  favour,  that  he  did  not  venture  to  speak  of  it. 

More  than  a  year  elapsi-d,  during  which  time  this  delicate  business  had  gone 
on  much  more  fortunately  than  the  minister  could  have  any  reason  to  expect ; 
vben,  one  day,  being  in  ihc  bath,  which  some  very  urgent  aiTair  obliged  hm»  I© ' 
iquit,  healed  as  he  was,  the  cold  air  stnick  him  so  forcibly  as  to  bring  on  an  im- 
'  aniiate  inHammaiion  of  the  lung>,  attended  with  fever,  which  coniined  him  to ' 
lb  bed.     Hia  illness  continued  to  increase  ;  be  soon  became  sensible  that  his 
-fcit  moments  were  approaching  ;  he  therefore  atldresscd  Nourcddm,  who  never 
gutted  his  iiOc,  in  Uiose  lenns  :  "  My  !>on,"  said  he, "  I  know  not  whether  I  have 
[■tde  the  use  1  ought  lo  have  done  of  ihc  great  riches  which  the  goodness  of  Cod 
;  tas  bestowed  upon  me.    You  see  that  they  are  of  no  avail  lo  protect  me  from  the 
faad  of  death.    Uut  the  only  thing  that  1  am  anxious  to  impress  upon  your  mind 
« this  ftwful  moment  is,  that  you  will  not  fail  to  remember  the  pnimise  you  have 
■»dc  mc  with  respect  to  the  Beautiful  Persian.     In  the  coniidence  of  your  in- 
Icinty  1  die  contcnL'' 

These  were  the  last  words  which  the  viiicr  uttered.  He  expired  immediately 
afar,  to  the  inexpressible  grief  of  his  family,  the  city,  and  the  court.  The  king 
btbcotcd  the  loss  of  a  wi^^e,  zealous,  and  faithful  minister ;  the  city,  of  a  fncnd 
ud  benefactor. 

Never  was  there  seen  at  Dalsora  so  honourable  a  funeral.  The  viiiers,  emirs, 
^  Indeed  all  the  grandees  of  the  court  were  eager  to  support  his  bter,  which, 
ia  nccession,  they  bore  on  their  shoulders  to  the  place  of  burial,  while  all  the 
I  Citiseiu,  rich  and  poor,  accompanied  the  procession  in  tears. 

Noumldin  ga%-e  every  proof  of  the  most  serious  nfHicKon  for  the  loss  he  had 
He  suffered  no  person  for  a  long  time  to  have  access  to  him.  M 
however,  he  one  day  gave  permission  that  one  of  his  intimate  friends 
ild  be  admilled.  This  friend  endeavoured  to  comfort  him,  and  finding  him 
clined  to  atlrnd,  represented  lo  him  that  every  respect  which  duty  and  atTection 
COnld  claim  boinE^  ■p^^i^S  lo  the  memor>'  of  his  father,  and  even  the  most  rigid  de- 
cofun  fully  saiisticd.  it  was  time  for  him  to  reappear  in  the  world,  to  associ.it« 
with  hi«  friends,  and  to  maintain  that  rank  and  character  which  were  due  to  his 
bmh  and  merits.  "  We  offend,"  added  he,  "  against  the  laws  of  nature  and 
dfilixttl  life,  if  we  do  not  render  to  our  deceased  parents  every  respect  which 
lendCRicss  dictates  ;  and  the  world  will  very  justly  censure  our  neglect  uf  it,  as  a 
fnof  of  sa\'Sge  insensibility ;  but  when  we  have  acquitted  ourselves  in  such  a 
Diiiftcr  as  (0  be  above  the  possibility  of  reproach,  it  then  becomes  o:ir  dut>'  \tt . 
nanmne  our  former  habits,  and  to  live  in  the  world  tike  a  person  belonging  to 
IX.  Dry  up,  then,  your  tears,  and  recover  that  air  of  gaiety  which  wa»  wont  to 
ddfaae  each  anix'ersal  joy  amongst  those  that  had  the  pleasure  of  your  acquaint- 

Tbe  adN-ice  of  this  ft-icnd  was  reasonable  enough,  and  Noureddin  would  have 
many  misfortunes  which  ensued,  if  he  had  followed  it  with  the  modeni- 

which  it  required.     He  became  an  easy  convert  to  the  persuasions  of  his 

"•fend,  whom  he  immcdi-itcly  entertained  with  great  good-will,  and  begged,  when 
he  »as  retiring,  that  he  would  visit  him  again  the  next  d.iy,  .ind  bring  with  him 
tote  or  four  of  th';ir  common  friends.  By  degrees  he  formed  a  society  of  ten  per- 
ivii»tll  nearly  of  his  own  .nge,  with  whom  he  passed  his  time  in  continual  feasts 
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utd  scenes  of  pleasure ;  and  not  a  day  dapied  that  he  did  not  dbmtsa  evecy-t 

of  ihcni  wnh  iome  present. 

Sonieiimrs,  to  make  ihe  saiisfaction  of  his  friends  more  completCt  N< 
tvould  oilier  the  lieauliful  1'eisi.in  to  be  of  their  panics-     Thoucb  ilcm  had  t 
campbisance  tocoinply  cheerfully  with  his  iiommAnds,  she  much  msaptiroved  ' 
escessivt;  profusion  :  on  which  subject  she  freely  ^ave  him  licr  opinion,   "lb 
no  doubt."  sud  she.  "that  the  vizier  your  father  has  Jeft  you  great  riches  ; 
do  not  take  it  ill  if  I,  a  slave,  remind  you  that  howc^'cr  great  they  mity  be,  _ 
will  assuredly  se<:  the  end  of  llicm,  if  you  continue  in  your  present  style  of  livji 
It  is  rCkisouabte  sometimes  to  rebate  and  entertain  one's  fnends,  but  to  run  eve 
day  the  same  career  of  unbounded  expense,  is  to  pursue  the  sure  lUad  to 
and  wretchedness.     It  were  much  beuer,  sir,  for  your  reputation  and  Ikm 
that  you  followed  the  steps  of  your  deceased  father,  and  ueie  in  the  way] 
obtaining  those  offices  in  which  he  secured  so  much  gior>'." 

Noureddin  listened  to  the  Ileautifiil  Persian  with  a  smile,  and  wfaxm  shf 
finished,  "  Mv  love," said  he.  with  conimucd  Raicty. "have  done  vnth  tV-  ^-' 
discourse,  and  let  us  talk  only  of  pleasure.     Sly  late  father  held  mc  e 
so  great  restraint,  that  I  am  now  very  well  pleased  to et>ju\  the  hben>  .u.u  ^... 
I  so  often  formerly  stghed.     There  will  be  always  time  to  adopt  the  rcguitt ' 
you  speak  of;  a  man  at  my  time  of  life  ought  to  indulge  in  the  delights  r.rwMiil 

What  contributed  perhaps  more  than  anything  to  the  cmbarr-issm- 
reddin's  aiTairs  was  his  extreme  aversion  to  settle  with  his  steward, 
the  steward  and  his  book  appeared,  they  were  instantly  dismissed.  **  (^et  ai 
said  he, "  1  can  trust  your  honesty.  Only  take  care  that  1  have  always  good  di 
"  You,  sir."  replied  the  steward,  "  arc  my  master.    Allow  rae.  nevcmiclctt, 
humbly  to  remind  you  of  the  proverb,  which  says, '  He  who  spends  tnwch  %\ 
reckons  little,  will  be  a  beggar  before  he  is  a  wise  man.'     Not  <  ■■ 
the  enormous  expense  of  your  table,  your  profusion  is  utterly 
Were  your  treasures  as  huge  as  mountains,  they  would  not  be  suiticicni." 
gone,  1  tell  you,"  repeated  Noureddin,  "  I  want  none  of  your  Icctuies,     C( 
to  provide  for  my  table,  and  give  yourself  no  further  concern." 

In  the  meantime  the  friends  of  Noureddin  were  ven'  constant  at  Ms  tables  < 
lost  no  opportunity  of  profiting  by  his  easy  temper.   They  were  ewr  prwMOC  < 
Haltering  him,  and  pretending  to  discover  some  extra orJinary  virtue  or  eracc  ' 
the  most  trilling  action.     But,  especially,  they  never  neglected  to  extiu  to  tkj 
skies  e\'cr>thing  that  belonged  to  him  ;  and,  indeed,  ttiey  found  their  acooaai  *~ 
doing  so.    "  Sir."  said  one  of  them,  '*  1  passed  the  other  day  by  the  estate  wl 
you  have  in  such  a  place.    Nothing  can  be  more  ma^niHccnt  or  better  fa 
than  the  house  ;  and  the  garden  belonging  to  it  is  an  absolute  Paradise  of  < 
UgbtSw"    "  1  am  quite  charmed  that  you  arc  pleased  with  it."  answered  Kc 
rradin.    "  Let  tliem  bring  the  pen.  ink,  and  paper  ;  the  pl.ice  is  your&.    I 
bear  no  words  on  the  occasion  ;  I  give  it  you  with  all  my  heart."    Othcn 
sooner  commended  one  of  his  houses,  baths,  or  public  buildings,  ere 
the  accommodation  of  strangers,  a  property  vcr\'  vaJuablc  from  the  caOBtc 
revenue  it  brought  in,  than  they  were  insuintly  given  away.     The 
I'enian  represented  to  him  the  injury  he  did  himself:  but,  instead  of  Rsganfiac' 
her  admonitions,  he  continued  in  the  same  course  of  CAtmvagaac*  liU  te  \am 
parted  with  everjthing. 

Noureddin,  in  short,  attended  to  nothing  for  the  space  of  a  y«ar  but  frawl*^ 
and  merriment,  and  to  the  lavishing  away  the  vast  property  which  his 
and  the  good  vizier  his  father  had  .icquired  or  preseT\'e<l  with  so  much  care 
attention.  The  year  had  hardly  gone  by  when  he  heard  one  day  a  rappaof 
the  door  of  his  hall  while  he  was  at  table.  He  had  dismissed  his  slaves  and  sh^i 
himself  up  with  his  fncnds,  that  they  might  pursue  their  pleasures  free  from  loi 
niption. 
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One  of  his  companionn  ofiercd  to  rise,  but  NouTcddin  advanced  before  him, 
ttdvmt  to  the  door  himself;  when,  finding  his  steward,  he  withdrew  a  httlc  way 
Oirt  of  ihc  hall  to  hear  what  he  wanted. leading  the  door  partly  open. 

The  friend  who  had  risen,  ha-ing  perceived  the  steward,  and  cunous  to  hear 
^M  he  mi^ht  ha%x  to  say  to  Xomeddin,  placed  himself  between  Ihc  hanginjjs 
tad  the  door,  when  he  heard  him  thus  address  his  master:  "Sir,"  said  he,  '*  I 
^  a  thousand  p.irc1ons  for  interrupting  you  in  the  midst  of  your  pleasures,  but 
*at  1  have  to  communicate  is,  as  it  appears  to  me,  of  so  gre.1t  importance,  that 
I  Otnld  not,  consistently  with  my  duty,  avoid  tak-ing  this  liberty.  1  have  just 
Wn  makinK  up  my  accounts,  and  I  find  that  what  I  have  long  foreseen,  and  of 
•kich  1  have  often  warned  \-ou.  is  now  arrived  :  that  not  the  sm.'UIcst  coin  remains 
''sll  the  soms  I  have  received  Irom  you  to  defray  your  expenses.  Whatever 
<tlwr  funds  ;oa  have  assigccd  mc  arc  also  exhausted ;  and  your  fanners  and 
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vaHoDS  tenanti  have  made  it  appear  to  me  so  very  evident  that  you  have 
over  lo  others  the  estates  they  rented  of  you.  that  I  can  demand  nothing 
them.    Here  arc  my  accounts,  sir,  examine  them  :  if  you  wish  that  I  sfaoDid 
ttnue  to  ser\'e  you,  assign  me  other  funds ;  or,  otherwise,  permit  me  to  rcti 
Kourcddin  was  so  asionisherf  at  this  discourse,  (hat  he  could  not  answer  a 

The  friend  who  had  been  listening,  having  heard  all   that  passed,  ret 
immedi-nelv,  and. communicated  it  to  the  rest  of  the  party.    "You  will 
yourselves,"  said  he,  "in  profiting  or  not  by  this  information;  with  re$:anl 
my^r,  I  declare  to  you  that  this  is  the  last  time  you  will  ever  see  me  in  NotD^ 
din's  house- ■"  "  Nay,"  replied  they,"  if  it  be  as  you  have  represented,  wc  have 
more  business  here  than  younell ;  he  will  scarcely  see  us  again." 

Nourcddin  returned  at  this  momenl ;  and.  though  he  endeavoured  lo 

food  face  upon  the  matter,  and  to  inspire  his  ft  icnds  with  their  accustomed  hilarii 
c  could  not  so  dissemble  but  that  they  readily  discovered  the  uuth  of  what 
bad  just  heard.     He  was,  indeed,  hardly  returned  to  his  seat,  when  ope  o( 
company  rose  from  his.     "Sir,"  said  he,  "  1  am  very  sorry  that  I  caimot 
of  the  pleasure  of  your  society  any  longer,  and  hope  you  wUl  excuse  my  de 
"What  obliges  you  to  leave  us  so  soon?"  said  Nourcddin.    "  Sir,"  replied 
"my  wife  is  brought  to  bed  to-day,  and  you  arc  well  aware  that  in  such  cas«t 
presence  of  a  husband  is  peculiarly  necessary.'     He  then  made  a  very  low  ' 
Bnd  departed.     Immediately  afterwards  another  withdrew  upon  some 
or  oilier,  and  the  whole  party,  one  after  another,  soon  did  the  same,  tiU 
remained  not  one  of  all  the  friends  who  till  this  day  bad  been  the  con&tznt 
panions  af  Noureddin. 

Nourcddin  entertained  not  the  least  suspicion  of  the  resolution  taken  by 
friends  not  to  see  him  again.     He  west  to  the  apartment  of  the  beautiful  H 
to  speak  with  her  in  private  of  the  mformation  tie  had  received  from  hi*  tt 
when  he  gave  evident  proofs  of  very  sincere  repentance  at  6nding  his 
OTch  great  disorder. 

"Sir,"  said  the  Ilcautiful  Persian,  "permit  me  to  tell  you  that  on  thli 
you  never  would  regard  any  opinion  but  your  on-n  ;  you  now  see  the  e\-ent.' 
was  not  in  the  least  deceived  when  I  foretold  the  melancholy  consequences 
might  expect,  and  great  has  been  my  concern  that  1  could  not  make  yoa 
lensiblc  of  the  evils  that  awaited  you.     Whenever  1  have  been  arLxious  to 
lo  you  on  the  subject, '  Let  us  enjoy  ourselves,*  yoa  would  say, '  and  profit  by 
happy  moments  when  Fortune  is  ravourablc.     She  will  not,  probablv,  be  ajw; 
in  such  good  humour.'    I  was  not,  however,  in  the  wrong,  when  I  n-mirided 
that  WB  arc  ourselves  the  authors  of  our  own  fortune,  by  (he  wisdom  of  nor 
duct     Vou  would  never  attend  to  me,  and  I  became  compelled,  m  sptte  al 
wishes,  to  leave  you  to  yourself." 

"  1  must  acknowledge,"'  replied  Noufeddin,  ^  that  I  have  been  very  wtoag 
neglecting  the  prudent  advice  you  have  given  me,  the  dictates  of  your  admirable 
wisdom  :  but,  if  I  have  expended  all  my  estate,  consider  that  it  has  been  vtth^ 
few  select  friends  whom  I  nave  long  known — men  of  worth  and  honour,  and 
full  of  kindness  and  gratitude,  will  not,  I  oin  sure,  now  abandon  mc." 
replied  the  Beautiful  Persian,"  if  you  have  no  other  source  than  thectatictKle 
your  friends,  believe  mc,  your  hopes  arc  ill  founded,  and  of  this  a  vexy 
time  will  probably  convince  you." 

"  Chamimg  Persian."  said  Noureddin,  "  I  ha^-c  a  better  opinion  than  ycm 
to  have  of  their  disposition  to  scr\-c  me.  I  will  \'isit  all  of  them  to-morrow  taara- 
in)E.  before  their  ordinary  hour  of  coming  hither,  and  you  shall  sec  me  rctvni  with 
a  large  sum  of  money,  which  they  together  will  have  contributed  lo  my  mnUL  I 
will  then,  ax  I  have  fully  resolved,  change  mv  manner  of  life,  and  unptovc  the 
money  1  have  obtained,  in  some  way  of  merchandise." 

On  the  next  day  Nourcddin  failed  not  to  call  on  his  ten  friends,  who  all  lived 
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in  the  same  sueeT.  He  Vnocfced  at  the  first  door  he  came  to,  where  one  of  the 
rtchcM  of  them  lived.  A  fem3.1e  stive  attended,  who,  before  she  opened  the  door, 
inqaired  who  was  there.  "TcUyourmaster/'said  Noureddin,"  that  it  is  Noureddin, 
son  of  the  latevixtcr  Khacan."  Tht  slave  having  let  him  ia,and  introduced  him 
into  a  hall,  w-ent  lo  the  chamber  where  her  master  was,  to  inform  htm  that 
Noveddin  was  come  lo  wait  upon  him.  "  Noureddin  I''  said  he,  in  a  tone  ol 
ooBtempi.  and  so  loud  that  Noureddin  heard  him.  "Go,  tell  him  I  am  not  at 
botue  ;  and  whenever  he  shall  call,  give  him  the  same  answer."  The  slave  re* 
turned  and  informed  Noureddin  tliat  ahe  had  believed  her  master  to  be  within, 
but  thas  abe  bad  been  mistaken. 

NooTcddin  went  away  confused  and  astonished.  *^  Ah ! "  cried  he, "  perfidiout, 
pitifiil  wretch  I  It  was  only  yesterday  that  he  protested  to  me  I  had  no  sincerer 
friend,  and  now  he  treats  me  thus  unworthily."  He  proceeded  to  the  door  of 
aaother,  who  ordered  the  same  reply  to  be  ^iven.  He  then  waited  on  a  third, 
a»d,  in  succession,  on  all  ihe  rest,  and  recei%'ed  e%er>'where  the  same  answer, 
ihoagh  at  the  time  they  were  every  one  at  home. 

Now  it  was  that  the  mind  of  Noureddin  became  wholly  engrossed  with  the  most 
KrioBS  reflections,  and  that  he  discovered  his  irreparable  fault,  in  having  relied 
so  fondly  on  these  ("alse  friends,  from  their  .assiduity  to  surround  his  person. 

He  DOW  saw  the  vanity  of  those  protesLitions  of  regard  which  had  been  uttered 

aoudlt  the  enjo>-ment  of  splendid   entertainments,  and  while  they  were  daily 

■xpoicQciiig  the  elTects  of  his  unbounded  generosity.     '*  it  is  true,"  said  he  to 

hoBod^  tears  flowing  from  his  eyes,  "  it  is  too  true  tliat  a  man,  happy  us  I  have 

beta,  resembles  a  tree  full  of  fruit :  as  long  as  any  fruit  remains  on  the  tree,  it  is 

MntHinded  by  those  who  come  to  partake  of  its  produce ;  but  when  there  is 

■Mlhii^  more  to  be  had,  it  is  regarded  no  longer,  but  remains  i^tripped  and  aban- 

ioud."    Whilst  he  continued  in  the  street,  he  endeavoured  to  put  some  restraint 

ipoa  his  feelings ;  but  as  soon  as  he  rc-cntercd  his  house,  he  went  to  the  apart- 

tteat  of  the  Beautiful  Persian,  «*herc  he  gave  full  scope  to  his  affliction. 

Asioonasthe  Beautiful  Persian  saw  the  wretched  Noureddin,  she  immediatdy 
apprehended  that  he  had  not  derived  from  his  friends  the  assistance  he  had 
ctpected.  "  Wei!,  sir,"  said  she  to  him,  "  are  you  now  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
»kil  1  foretold  .' "  "  Ah.  my  love,"  cried  he,  '•  what  you  foresaw  is  but  too  true. 
Xot  ODC  of  them  would  know  me,  sec  me,  speak  to  me.  Never  could  I  have 
'  Uieved  it  possible  that  persons  who  owe  me  so  many  obligations,  and  for  whom 
Itere  deprived  myself  of  cvcnthing, could  have  treated  me  so  cruelly.  I  am  no 
IViger  master  of  myself,  and  I  'much  fear,  in  the  deplorable  and  desperate  condi- 
UB  in  which  I  now  am,  that  I  may,  unless  assisted  by  your  kind  and  prudent 
ffmels,be  guilty  uf  some  very  improper  conduct."  "Sir."  replied  ihe  Keauliful 
PaAui,'*  I  knowof  DO  other  remedy  for  your  misfortune  than  that  nf  selling  your 
4nes  and  furniture,  on  which  you  may  subsist  till  Heaven  shall  pomt  out  some 
way  of  extricating  you  from  your  misery." 
The  remedy  appeared  to  Noureddin  extremely  sei'ere ;  but  what  could  he  do 
'tonqiply  his  present  wants  ?  He  first  sold  his  slaves,  now  a  useless  ch-irgc,  and 
•**»e  maintenance  he  could  no  longer  support.  He  lived  for  some  time  upon 
tkeinoncy  thus  produced,  and  when  this  began  to  fail,  he  ordered  his  furniture 
'"be  com'C)cd  to  the  public  mart,  where  it  was  sold,  much,  indeed,  helow  its 
*9l»tifth,  as  some  of  it  was  extremely  valuable,  and  had  cost  immense  sums. 
'H«B  this  sale  be  was  enabled  to  live  for  a  considerable  time,  but  at  length  this 
•'•Wrcp  failed  .ilso ;  and  now,  there  remaining  nothing  more  to  dispose  of,  he 
***cand  poured  out  his  griefs  into  the  bosom  of  the  Heautifiil  Persian. 

Komcdditt  did  not  in  the  least  expect  to  be  addressed  as  he  was  bv  this  prudent 
*^  Caereus  woman.  "  Sir,"  said  she,  "  1  am  your  slave,  and  you  know  the  late 
*wr  )Qur  tnher  purchased  mc  for  ten  thousand  pieces  of  gold.  I  am  well  aware 
Int  r  un  not  wi  valuable  as  I  was  at  that  time ;  1  am,  hoMxver,  of  opinion  that 


38« 


T/u  Arabian  IfighSs. 


I  may  still  produce  a  sum  not  much  short  of  it.  Conduct  me  then  to  the  piacc 
of  &ale,  and  inimediatelv  dispose  of  mc.  Wiih  the  money  you  will  thus  obl^n, 
which  will  be  verj-  consldcraole,  jou  may  commence  ai  merchant  in  some  place 
where  you  art  not  known,  and  tlius  procure  the  means  of  living,  if  not  in  threat 
0[)ulcnce,  in  a  way  at  least  that  may  render  you  happv  and  cnntentcd,"  

**  Ah  I  charming  Beautiful  Persian  I "  cried  Noureddin,  "  is  it  po&sible  thai  y( 
can  entcnnm  such  a  thought?  Have  I  given  you  such  slender  proofs  of  my 
fcciion.  thai  you  believe  inc  capable  of  such  meanness  ^  And  c\  en  if  1 
so  unworthy,  must  1  not  add  to  my  baseness  the  foulest  perjun-.  after  the 
made  tu  my  late  fattier,  which  I  would  sooner  die  than  break  i'  No,  ne^'cr  ora 
separate  myself  from  one  whom  I  love  more  than  m>  existence  ;  though  by  yuur 
making  to  mc  so  unaccountable  a  proposal,  it  appears  too  evident  how  lor  your 
atTcclion  to  uie  falls  short  of  thar  which  I  leel  tor  you." 

"  Sir,"  replied  the  Ueautiful  Persian,  "  your  love  for  me  ii,  I  am 
equal  to  what  >ou  have  eKpreiScd.and  Heaven  is  my  judge  whether  my  _ 
for  you  is  less,  and  with  what  extreme  repugnance  1  prevaded  on  myself 
the  proposal  which  has  so  much  displeased  you  ;  but  to  do  aH*ay  with 
turn  you  offer,  I  have  only  to  rcmina  you  that  necessity  has  no  biw. 
sir,  my  luve  for  you  cannot  possibly  be  exceeded  by  yours  for  me,  nor  to  wl 
master  I  may  belong  can  it  ever  change  or  cease.    Never  can  I  krtow  any  pli 
80  great  as  our  reunion  will  afford  ;  if,  as  I  hope  may  be  the  case,  your  affa 
.should  e\"er  be  so  prosperous  as  to  enable  you  to  re-purchase  me.   The  nrrfr^i 
itoirtiich  we  are  now  driven  Is,  I  confess,  extremely  severe;  but. 
means  arc  left  to  extricate  us  from  the  miser>'  in  which  we  are  i 

Noureddin,  who  knew  too  well  the  truth  of  what  the  Ueautiful  Persian  liad  beec 
saying  to  him,  and  having  no  other  resource  whatever  to  avoid  the  mast  l^no- 
minioas  poverty,  W2ts  compelled  to  adopt  the  measure  she  proposed.  He,  there- 
fof^  though  with  the  most  inexpressible  regret,  convened  her  lo  the  markct-plaoe, 
where  female  slaves  were  sold  ;  and  addressing  himself  lo  a  broker,  **  Hagi 
Hassan."  said  he  to  him,  "  I  have  a  sUive  here  whom  1  wish  to  sell ;  I  b«;o( 
you  to  Icam  what  pnce  they  will  give  for  her." 

Hagi  Hassan  dcMrcd  Noureddin  and'the  Beautiful  Persian  to  enter  a  i 
when  the  latter,  having  removed  the  %eil  that  concealed  her  foce:  '*Sir,' 
Hagi  Hassan,  with  much  astonishment,  "can  I  be  deceived?    Is  not  ilus 
slavcwhich  the  late  viiicr  your  father  purchased  for  ten  thousand  pieces  of  i^ 
Noureddin  assured  him  it  was  the  same  ;  and  Ilngi  Hassan,  having  given  him 
reason  to  expect  a  lai^  sum,  promised  to  exert  all  his  ability  to  get  for  her  tbt 
best  price  passible. 

Hagi  Hassan  and  Noureddin  lef^  the  chamber,  where  the  neautiful  Pcn4u 
remained  locked  up,  in  search  of  the  merchants,  who  bcinit  orcupicd  in  tMUchifr- 
ing  various  slaves,  Greeks,  Franks.  Africans.  Tartars,  and  othcrsi,  Hagi  Haiaaa 
I  was  obliged  lo  wan  till  they  had  completed  their  busmcis.  When  thc>-  hod  dooc, 
[«nd  w^cre  again  assembled  together, "'  My  good  ycmlcmen."  siid  he.  with  tnncfa 
~IeasaDtr\-  m  his  looks  and  manner,  "  evcr>'  round  thing  is  not  a  nui,  every  lotir 
ling  is  not  a  6g,  ei'erj'  red  tiling  is  not  flesh,  nor  are  all  csgs  Orsh.  1  vul 
readily  agree  that  in  the  course  of  your  lives  you  have  seen  and^ purchased  raaav 
slaves ;  but  never  have  you  beheld  a  single  on<;  who  can  in  tlie  least  compare  wn& 
hrr  I  am  about  to  show  )*au.  She  is  the  perfection  of  slaves.  Come,  fotlov  mc. 
and  look  at  her.  I  wish  you  )-ourselves  to  tix  the  price  at  whtdi  1  ought  lo  pgi 
'  cr  lip." 

The  merchants  followed  Hagi  Hassan,  who  opened  to  them  the  door  cif  the 
Ipartment  where  the  Beautiful  Persian  was.  llicy  beheld  her  with  astanUfaanenc 
^d  immediately  agreed  with  one  voice  that  the>'  could  not  pussibly,  from  the 
'.ty  first,  set  a  less  pnce  upon  her  than  four  thousand  pieces  of  gold.  Tbry  tbcv 
left  the  room,  and  Hagi  Hassan,  having  fastened  the  door,  f\^wed  tbcm  out  a 


Bttle  way.  pnxdaimmg  with  a  loud  Totoe,  *'  The  Persian  stave  for  four  thoustaid 
pieces  o/j^oid." 

No  one  uf  the  merchants  had  VTt  spoken,  and  they  were  consultitif^  together 
ti)Out  the  sum  they  should  bid  for  her,  when  the  viiier  Sa,ouy  made  his  .ippear- 
lacc  Ha»  ing  jierccived  Nourcddin  in  the  market,  "  It  should  seem."  said  he 
to  himself,  "that  Ncinrcddin  is  still  raising  money  from  the  sale  of  his  effects" 
(lor  he  knew  that  he  had  been  selling  some  of  his  ftimiture),  '*and  is  come  hitlter 
CO  purchase  a  slave."  As  he  u-as  advancing,  Hagi  Hassan  cried  out  a  second 
time,  -  The  Persian  slave  /or  four  ihousatui  pieces  of  gold." 

Saouy  imagined  from  he:mng  this  hif^h  price  that  the  slave  to  be  sold  must 
DDuess  very  extraordinary  beauty,  and  immediately  felt  a  strong  desire  to  see 
ber.  He  pushed  his  horse  forward  towards  Hagi  Hassan,  who  was  surrounded 
V  the  merchants.  "  Open  the  door,"  said  he  ;  "  let  mc  sec  this  sla\x."  It  was 
MMKnry  to  custom  to  permit  a  slave  to  be  seen  by  any  indiAcrent  person,  after 
Al  inerchatus  had  seen  her  and  were  harg.tining  for  her  :  but  they  had  not  the 
conrage  to  ur^e  their  right  against  the  .inthority  of  the  vizier,  nor  could  Hagi 
HMon  avoid  opening  the  door.  He  then  made  a  sign  to  the  Beautiful  Persian 
btpprooch,  so  that  Saouy  might  get  a  sight  of  her  without  alighting  from  his 
iMae. 

When  Saouy  sawa  slave  of  such  extraordinar)*  bcaut>',  he  was  beyond  meamre 
flnrised,  and  knnninc  (he  name  uf  the  broker,  as  he  was  a  person  with  whom 
WiiiJ  o<  rasionally  had  business,  "Hagi  Hassan,"  said  he.  "four  thousand 
■  A  is,  I  think,  the  price  at  which  you  cry  her."   "  Yes,  sir."  replied  be: 

I  ints  uhoni  you  see  have  just  now  agreed  thai  I  should  put  her  up  at 

ibt  price.  I  now  wait  their  advance,  and  expect  much  more  by  the  time  they 
iave  (tone  bidding."  *"l  will  gi\-e  the  money  myself,"  said  Saouy,  "'if  no  one 
oStnmore-"  He  immediately  ga\'e  the  merchants  a  look  which  sufficiently  ex- 
^psaoi  that  he  did  not  expect  to  be  out-bidden.  He  was  indeed  so  much  feared 
VdKm  all,  that  the>-  took  especial  care  nut  tu  open  tlicir  lips,  even  to  complain 
w  the  manner  in  which  he  had  violated  their  rights. 

Wben  the  vizier  had  waited  some  time,  and  found  that  none  of  the  merchants 
tMtfamst  him, "Well,  what  do  you  w.-»it  for  ?■' s.-jid  he  to  Hagi  H.issan.  "Go, 
^lA  tM  seller,  and  conclude  the  bargain  with  him  for  four  thousand  pieces  of 
sold,  or  learn  what  he  intends  further."  He  did  not  at  present  know  that  the 
'fcrebdongrd  to  Nourcddin. 

Kagi  Hassan,  having  locked  the  chamber  door,  went  to  talk  over  the  affiiir 
*ilb  Noureddin.  "  Sir."  said  he, "  I  am  ver)-  sorr)-  to  be  obUged  to  communicate 
*Vy  onplcasant  intelligence.  Your  slave  is  going  to  be  sold  for  absolutely 
UUaaK.  "  *^*^*  '*  ''"'^ "' "  "^turned  Noureddin.  "  Sir,"  said  Hagi  Hassan, "  the 
knlMM  at  iSrst  t<V)k  an  extrciricly  good  turn:  the  merchants,  the  moment  the>' 
hd  Ken  her,  without  any  doubt  or  hesitation,  desired  me  to  put  her  up  at  four 
tWund  pieces  of  i^'-Id.  Just  as  I  h.id  cried  her  at  this  price,  the  \-iiier  Saouy 
tmved,  wku^  prcscnre  immediately  shut  the  mouths  of  all  the  tncrchants,  who 
*ae  erklcnily  disposed  to  raise  her  to  at  least  the  same  price  which  she  cost  the 
htemitcr  your  father.  Saouy  will  give  only  four  thousand  pieces  of  gold  ;  and 
'tis,  I  atturc  you,  much  against  my  inclination  that  I  am  come  to  report  to  you 
nitnretuonable  an  offer.  The  slave  is  yours,  and  I  cannot  advise  you  to  part 
•iA  her  at  that  price.  You.  sir.  and  all  the  world  know  the  vizier  ;  and,  inde- 
tt&denily  nf  the  sla%*e  being  worth  inliniiely  more  than  the  sum  offered,  that  he 
•* »  WW  '  ■    "  a  man.  as  to  be  ver\*  likely  to  invent  some  pretence  for  not 

■e  money  you  m.ay  agree  for." 
'Hap  /i.i's.in,    replied  Noureddin,  *•  I  am  mucli  obliged  to  you  for  your  ad- 
"tt:  <£>  not  imagine  that  1  ilull  e%-cr  permit  my  sla\-e  to  be  sold  to  ilie  enemy 
Jl'wy  house.     It  15  true  I  h.ive  great  need  of  money,  but  sooner  would  I  die  in 
■Blut  dtyrce  of  poverty  than  port  with  her  lu  Saouy.    I  luvc,  thcn^  one  favour 
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10  request  of  vmi.  that,  as  you  are  acquainted  with  oJ)  tbe  customs  and  Htifiecs 

of  this  sort  uf  business,  you  will  tell  me  wh.ii  1  muM  do  to  prcvcnl  tL" 
'*  Sir,"  replied  Hagi  Hassan,  "nothing  is  more  easy.  I'rcicnd  that, 
been  in  great  \\T.iTh  with  your  slave,  you  swore  you  would  cxprisc  her  in  tbe 
market,  and  that  you  have  done  so  with  no  intention  of  %cllin>,'  her,  but  r 
to  .tcqiiit  yourself  of  your  oaih.  This  n-itl  satisfy  every  one,  .\nd  Saouy  irUl  htn 
nothing  to  say  against  iL  Be  ready,  then,  and  m  the  moment  when  1  sluUl  pfeMM 
her  tn  Saouy.''  The  \izicr  was  already  before  the  door.  "  bir,"  said  he,  prnciTim 
her  to  him,  "there  is  the  slave, — tidtc  her,  she  is  j-ours." 

Haf^i  Hassan  had  hardly  linished  tliese  words,  when  Nnureddin  seined  hold  of 
the  Beautiful  Persian,  and  drawing  towards  her.  gave  her  a  box  on  the  car.  **  Coon 
here,  you  impertinent,"  said  he,  in  a  lone  suilicienily  loud  lo  be  hcatrd  by  ciwrr 
one,  "and  return  home.  Your  abominable  temper  compelled  me  lo  talce an oaa 
to  expose  you  in  the  public  market ;  but  as  1  have  further  occasion  for  yoOf  I 
shall  not  sell  you  at  present.  It  nil!  be  time  eoough  to  come  to  this  extntaktf 
when  c\er>'  other  remedy  fails." 

The  viiicT  was  extremely  enraged  by  this  action  of  Noureddin.  •*  WmthieM 
libertine ! "  he  exclaimed,  "  would  you  wish  me  to  bcUeve  that  >-ou  hav»  onythi^ 
left  to  dispose  of  except  this  sLivc  ? "  at  the  same  time  pushing  his  hor«e  dmcdf 
agamst  him,  he  endeavoured  to  seize  the  Beautiful  Persian,  Noureddin,  " 
to  the  quick  by  the  aiTront  t!tc  vizier  had  put  upon  him,  let  the  Beauti^ 
go,  and  desiring;  her  to  wuit,  threw  himself  immediately  upon  the  hor^'i 
and  compelled  liim  to  fall  back  three  or  four  paces.  **Vou  despicable  old 
said  he  txien  to  the  vidcr,  "  1  would  tear  you  to  pieces  Uiis  instant,  if  1  i*i 
restrained  by  regard  for  those  about  me." 

As  the  vizier  Saouy  was  not  loved  by  any  one,  but,  on  the  contjary, 
by  all,  there  was  not  a  soul  present  who  was  not  delighted  at  the  mortificaiiDB 
he  had  receivTd,  which  they  made  known  to  Noureddm  by  \arious  M^ns^  giviaf 
bim  to  understand  that  if  he  would  reven^  himself  in  any  way  he  likcu,  he  wooU 
experience  no  opposition  froin  them. 

Saouy  used  e\-ery  efTbrt  in  his  power  to  oblige  Noureddin  to  let  go  his  honc^l 
bridle ;  but  the  latter  being  a  young  man  of  great  strcn^,  encouraged  by  tbt 
good  wishes  of  those  present,  pulled  the  vizier  from  his  Iuir»  into  the  midate  it 
tbc  kennel,  and  ha%'in^  given  him  a  great  many  blows,  dashed  his  bead 
against  the  pavement  till  it  was  covered  with  blood.  Half  a  score  of  sUi 
.ittcnded  their  master  would  have  drawn  their  sabres  arul  fallen  upon  Ni 
but  wore  prevented  by  the  interference  of  the  merchants.  "What  arcyoo: 
said  they  ;  "  if  one  is  a  vizier,  do  you  not  know  that  the  other  is  a  viacr^ 
^  Let  them  settle  their  own  disputes :  perhaps  one  day  they  may  be  accotntnodBltdi 
but  be  this  .15  it  may,  should  yoii  kill  Noureddin,  believe  us,  your  master,  powtffcl 
as  he  is,  wtll  not  be  able  to  screen  you  from  jusuce."  Noureddin,  fiitigued  al 
beating  the  viucr,  left  him  in  the  middle  of  the  kennel,  and  again  talctog  cfaarec 
of  the  Beautiful  I'crsian.  returned  home  amidst  the  acclamations  of  all  tltcpccpp^ 
who  much  commended  him  for  what  he  had  done. 

S.aouy,  exccedini^ty  bruised  by  the  blows  he  bad  received,  got  up,  asnattd  br 
his  servants,  with  the  greatest  diiVtculty,  when  he  had  the  rnr^rrincatian  to  6aa 
jliiinseif  besmeared  all  over  with  blood  and  mire.    Suppor.  i  upon  tibe 

I  Moulders  of  two  of  his  slaves,  he  went  in  his  present  forlorn  i  ;  nmr^aidy 

to  the  palace,  .and  to  increase  his  confusion,  though  exposol  tu  the  vtew  of  all 
be  was  pitied  by  none.  When  he  arrived  near  the  apartment  of  the  luBe,lM 
began  to  cry  out  and  to  imolore  justice  in  a  most  pathetic  tnanner.  Tbc  Ki&( 
ordered  him  to  be  admiitea.  and  as  soon  as  he  appeared,  desired  to  know  an 
Lwhat  account  he  had  been  so  ill  treated,  and  who  it  was  who  had  put  hint  laCD 
lamenuble  a  slate.  *'  Sire,"  cxclaimctt  Saouy, "  the  being  honoured  with  jnu 
ajaty'i  favour,  and  the  having  a  &hiire  in  your  important  counseb,  an  tbe 
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rca>ons  for  my  being  treated  in  this  shocking  miuiner  you  now  bcboIcL"  "  [  wish 
no  uicl«>  discuursc,"  said  the  kin^- ;  "  lell  me  ai  once  the  affair  as  it  really  is, 
and  wlia  is  the  offender,  if  he  is  in  the  wrong  I  shall  know  how  tu  brin^  him  to 
reperuance." 

'■  Sine,"  said  Saouy,  taking  care  to  give  everl^hiog  a  turn  in  his  own  favour,  **  t 
«u  ffoing  to  the  market  of  female  slaves  in  order  to  purchase  a  cook,  for  whom 
1  hkO  occasion.  <.)n  my  amvul  there  i  heard  thetn  crying  a  slave  for  four  thoit- 
smd  pieces  of  gold.  I  desired  to  be  conducted  to  tins  slave,  whom  1  found  the 
lacst  beauiifid  thai  eyes  ever  beheld.  Regardint;  her  with  the  most  extreme 
Nbsfiution,  I  asked  to  whom  she  belonged,  when  I  was  infonned  that  Nourcddta, 
tbe  son  of  the  late  vizier  Khacan,  wished  lo  part  with  her. 

"Your  raajesly  may  remember  that  about  two  or  three  years  since  you  ordered 
Ho  ihou&ana  pieces  of  gold  to  be  paid  that  minister,  with  which  he  was  cliarged 
tu  procure  a  slave.  He  employed  it  in  purchasing  the  one  in  question  ;  but  in- 
wad  of  bringing  bcr  10  your  majest>-,  whom,  it  would  seem,  he  thought  unworthy 
4f  bar,  ho  presented  her  to  his  son.  This  son,  since  his  father's  death,  has,  by 
-AeoKUl  unbounded  extravagance  of  cver>'  sort,  dissipated  his  whole  fortune,  so 
IhMDOthing  remained  to  him  but  this  slave,  whom  he  at  length  determined  to 
9dl,  ind  who  was  in  fact  this  day  brought  to  market.  I  sent  to  speak  with  him, 
lAcs,  without  talking  any  notice  of  the  (>Te\-arication,  or  rather  perfidy,  of  which 
lather  was  guilty  towards  your  majesty, '  Noureddin,'  said  1  to  him,  in  the 
ihleaC  manner  ptissible, '  the  merchants,  as  I  understand,  have  put  up  vour  slave 
V  four  thousand  pieces  of  gold  ;  and  I  doubt  not,  in  consequence  ol  itie  com- 
foitleo  which  seems  likclv  10  take  place,  tliey  will  raise  the  price  ver>-  consider* 
4%:  but  rely  on  me,  anf{  sell  her  for  the  four  thousand  pieces  of  gold  :  I  wish 
^ntfdukse  tier  for  a  present  to  the  king,  our  lord  and  master ;  this  transaction 
^  give  me  a  good  opportunity  of  recommending  you  to  his  Tnajest>-'s  favour, 
*fcich  you  will  find  of  mtinitely  more  value  than  anything  the  merchants  will 
Vnt  jrou.' 

"Instead  of  answering  me  with  the  return  of  civility  I  had  a  right  to  expect* 
^ost  upon  me  a  look  of  the  most  insolent  contempt.  '  Dctesuble  old  wretch,' 
*Bd  he, '  sooner  than  sell  my  slave  to  you,  I  would  give  lier  to  a  Jew  for  nothing.' 
**  fin,  Kourcddin,'  cned  I,  without  allowing  myscli  to  be  in  a  passion,  great  as 
■^BS  the  jirovocation  I  had  received, '  when  you  speak  thus,  you  do  not  consider 
Wic  injury  you  arc  doing  the  king,  10  whose  kmdness  your  father  as  well  as  my* 
Vetf  owe  aU  that  H-e  have  enjoyed.* 

"This  remonstrance,  which  ought  to  have  softened  him,  only  irritated  him  the 
•we.  He  now  flciv  upon  me  like  a  madman,  and  without  any  rreard  to  my  age 
^digaitr.  pulled  me  off  my  horse,  beat  me  till  he  was  we.iry,  and  at  last  left  me 
^the  coodition  in  which  your  nujesty  now  sees  me.  I  beseech  you  to  consider 
^du  it  is  from  a  regard  for  your  interests  that  1  have  surfercd  so  shocking  an 
.'  Having  said  this  he  hung  down  his  head,  and  turning  himself  away, 
ftec  coarse  to  his  tears,  which  Howcd  in  abundance. 
The  lcin|r,  imposed  upon  and  highly  incensed  .igainst  Noureddin  by  this  artful 
Vinson, sbowea  in  his  countenance  marks  of  the  most  violent  an^'er,  and  turning 
■T*»d  to  the  captain  of  the  guard,  who  was  near  him,  **  Take,"  said  he,  "  forty  of 
"VWRicD,  gg  and  plunder  Noiircddin's  house,  and  having  ordered  it  to  be  razed 
••H*  grCKmd,  return  hither  with  him  and  his  sLive." 

,The  captain  of  the  guard  did  not  quit  the  apartment  of  the  king  so  expedi- 
^T*Uji  but  that  a  groom  of  the  chamber,  who  had  hcird  the  order  given, got  the 
•**tof  him.    The  n.irae  of  this  orficcr  was  Sangiar,  who  having  been  formerly 
,-iricT  Khacan.  hud  been  intnKiuced  by  htm  into  the  king's 
CCS  he  had  been  raised  to  the  rank  he  held. 
fiiU  of  gratitude  to  his  ancient  master  and  of  alicction  for  Noureddin, 
d  known  from  the  hour  of  his  birth,  and  fully  aware  of  the  hatred 
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which  Saouy  had  long  entertained  against  the  hou^  of  Khacan,  trembled  witk 
apprdicnsion  when  he  heard  the  order.     "The  conduct  of  N'mireddin,"  iftid 
to  nimscir,  "  c.innot  be  so  bad  as  Sioiiy  repre^ems  it     He  has  prcMldiOBd 
king,  tvho  will  condemn  Nourcddin  to  d^ath  withoui  (n^ing  him  the  fcB4t 
tunny  of  justifying  himself."     So  quick  was  Sangiar  in  his  moveroealt  thwi 
arrived  just  in  time  to  inform  Noureddin  of  what  h^d  passed  ai  the  palace, 
to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  escaping  with  the  Ucauiiful  Persian.   He  km 
at  the  door  in  so  violent  a  m.inncr.  that  Nourcddin,  who  for  a  long  time  koid 
ivithout  a  sei^am,  came  and  opened  it  himscll  without  a  momcnt'i  delajr.    "  Vi\ 
dear  lord,"  said  Sangiar  lu  him,  "  thL-rc  is  no  safety  for  you  at  Balsora  ; 
and  save  j-uur^elf,  without  tobing  an  instant." 

"How  id  thisr"  replied  Nouieddin:  "what  has  happened  to  obUge  roe  isj 
depart  so  soon?"    "Co,  I  cnircat  you,"  resumed  Sangiar,  "and  take  jour  tk» 
with  you.     Sanuy  has  ju&t  related  to  the  king,  in  such  a  m.-mner  as  cnited 
purpose,  what  has  passed  between  you  and  him,  and  the  captain  of  the  i_ 
will  be  here  in  an  instam.  nilh  furty  soldiers,  to  seize  you  and  her.     Take ' 
fort)-  pieces  of  gold  to  assist  you  in  scorching  for  some  place  of  security  ;   I 
give  you  more,  but  this  is  all  I  have  about  mc.     Excu&c  my  departiqjf  It 
ately ;  J  leave  you  much  against  mv  inclination,  but  it  is  for  the  bc-ncti<  of 
both,  Ds  I  am  much  interested  that  tfie  catitain  of  the  guard  should  not  see 
Sangiar  scarcely  received  the  thanks  of  Nourcddin  and  will>drew. 

Noiircildin  went  to  acquaini  the  neautiful  Persian  of  the  ne<  • 
both  under  of  taking  themselves  away  that  very  instant.    She  oi  :  c 

on  her  veil,  when  they  quilted  the  house  together,  and  had  the  ;:  < 

only  to  get  out  of  the  city  wiihout  t>cing  discovered,  but  even  i      ■  ii 

mouth  of  the  liuphmics.  which  was  not  Ux  distant,  and  to  embark  mi  t«aanl  i 
vessel  then  ready  to  weigh  anchor. 

Indeed,  at  the  \-cr^'  monicni  ihcy  arrived,  the  captain  was  upon  the  deck  j 
midst  of  his  passengers.    '"My  friends,"  said  he,  "  are  you  .til  here?     H«9 
of  vou  any  business  in  the  city,  or  have  you  forgoiicn  anythmg  ?'     Tft  thivl 
replied  they  were  all  ready,  and  he  might  sail  whenever  he  pleased.    N< 
was  no  sooner  on  board  than  he  inquired  to  what  place  the  vessel  was 
and  was  delighted  to  find  it  was  going  to  Bagdad.    The  captain  then  git»e( 
to  weigh  anchor  and  set  sail,  and,  favoured  by  the  wind,  the  ship  was  kmm 
distant  from  BaJsonu 

Let  us  now  return  to  what  happened  at  Balsora,  while  No<ircddin  wasetcai 
the  rage  of  tlic  king. 

The  captain  of  the  guard  hastened  to  the  house  of  Nourcddin  and  knocked . 
the  door.     Finding  iluit  no  one  answered,  he  caused  it  to  be  broken  open,  wl 
immediately  the  soldiers  mshcd  in  in  a  body,  and  searched  into  c\t:r^  u\T\<d\ 
house,  but  could  find  neither  Nourcddin  nor  llii  slave.     The  cay: 

inquiry  amongst  the  neighbours,  but  in  vain ;  for  even  if  Ihev  c ^w 

him  any  account,  they  u-ere  so  cordially  attached  to  Nourcddin,  Uiitt  wh  nvr  dl 
them  would  have  said  anything  to  his  injury.  While  the  men  were  ptaixlcri«K 
and  dcsiro\-ing  the  house,  he  went  to  inform  the  king  of  his  want  of  s 
*'  Let  them  search  cvcr>-  place  where  it  is  possible  they  can  be  CMficealcd," 
the  king,  *'  1  must  have  them  found." 

The  captain  of  the  guard  now  returned  to  make  fresh  inquiries,  when  the 
unwilling  any  longer  to  detain  the  viiier,  dismissed  him  with  honour.  **  Oo  homt^ 
said  he,  "and  give  )-oiirself  no  further  concern  about  the  ponifchmcnt  of  Nou- 
rcddin.    I  will  take  care  to  aven^je  his  insolence." 

That  no  me-ins  might  be  left  untried,  the  king  ordered  it  to  be  prodaiaKd 
through  the  rity,  that  he  would  reward  any  one  with  a  thousand  pieces  of  ffM 
who  should  apprehend  Nourcddin  and  his  slave,  and  that  he  woukl  severely  ptmi«l> 
whoever  might  conceal  them ;  but,  notwithstanding  all  liis  aire  aJid  diUgcBCCt  be 
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enid  obttlB  no  infonnation  of  them ;  to  that  the  vtsier  Saoii)r  b«il  no  other  con> 
t<rlit*f  except  h.iving  the  king  on  his  stdc 

In  tbe  meantime,  Nourrddm  and  the  Ucautiful  Penuin  wctc  punuint;  their 
io»me;  with  ail  the  good  fortune  possible,  and  in  due  time  arnvcd  at  ibe  ctiy  of 
BH|daiL  A»  vxin  OS  the  captjm  penxived  the  pLicc,  pleased  to  be  »o  ocw  the 
CJW(lh<trwi>  of  his  voyage,  "  Kcjoirc,  my  (nVr-ils."  hr  rxclalraed,  addressing  Wm- 
sdf  to  tbcpaucngcrei^thcratsi^  <  I  city,  where  peopK&na 

mry  p«»of  Um  world  vc  zattv..  ..ill  thcic  hnd  inbAUtant» 

■ilhoul  number:  and  inctcad  of  i!ic  cl;iUir.|^'  LiU.iii  <;1  wmtcr.  or  iho  oppnwrivu 
\mSM  of  tumincf,  you  will  pcrpcltuUly  enjoy  the  nuldness  and  beauty  of  cprtl^ 
wHb  Uk  dcliciiiua  fniits  of  autumn." 

Wbai  tbey  had  cast  anchor  a  little  below  the  city,  tbe  naueogert,  qutttii^c  the 
fthtp^  w«at  each  lo  their  rr%pcctive  habitations.  Nourcddin  Kav*e  nvx  piece*  of 
|<ald  far  the  pauajEc,  and  Unded  also  with  the  Ueautiful  Per^iao.     As  be  had 


oerer  befbrr-  T '"  -  n  >  >  >  .  ^^^  wholly  ifoorant  where  10  seek  an  ibode. 
TlMnr  walkr>!  iiie  by  tbe  side  of  tbe  gardens  which  bortlered 

the  Tleru,  oi'*^  '■>  »'■>>"  --^  L^v.^iMed  b)-a  long  and  hanasonic  wall  ^^licn  they 
axrivwa  at  the  ervd  of  this,  they  turned  into  a  tone  well-pared  nrtct,  in  wMcfa  tfacy 
pacglwl  the  garden  ^\t:,  near  a  most  deliKhtfpl  fountain. 

Tbe  nte,  which  was  extremely  majniifi^cni,  was  locked.  Before  it  was  an  open 
vBtibiue,  harinK  a  »nfa  on  each  side.  "  Here  \s  a  mo>t  cam  rr^iT:!(  nt.n  l- ."  Miid 
Nourtddin  to  the  beautiful  I'ertian.     "  Niyht  »  coming  011  '  .'cly 

refreibed  ourseU-cs  bcf(irc  i-c  VM  '.lie  ship    I  rrmmmrnd  :  ^fe. 

To^Dorrow  murnin^  w  -     look  out  for  a  iinii^mi;.     What 

Myyoa?*  "You  know,  ..  Persian,  "that  I  have  no  wuh 

bm  bi  pirate  you ;  if  you  lictuc  u>  continue  here,  I  shall  be  happy  tn  do  ta" 
Tbey  each  of  them  took  n  draiipht  from  the  fountain,  and  then  seated  thansdrrt 
aa  one  of  tbe  io£u,  con  -•Jier  for  tome  ttmc,  till,  lulled  by  the  agreeable 

'rf  the  waters.  to  .1  profound  iJrcp. 
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beautiful  illumination,  which  could  be  seen  at  some  distance  in  the  oouaiiy  aad 
in  a  great  pari  of  the  city. 

This  garden  was  inhabited  only  bv  the  person  who  kept  it,  a  very  aged 

named  Scheikh  Ibmhim,  to  whom  tlie  caliph  had  pivcn  tlii "^^inJi 

former  5«r\iccs.     ilc  Iwd  received,  al  the  same  time,  %'cr> 

not  to  admit  into  it  all  persons  indiscriminately  ;  and  parrn ,    —  -. 

allow  no  one  lo  sit  or  reu  upon  the  5ofa%  placed  without  the  eate,  uhich 
be  con!itantly  kept  in  the  neatest  condition  ;  and  that  he  would  punish  all  wl 
he  found  otfending. 

This  ofricer,  who  had  been  called  out  on  some  business,  was  not  yet 
but  coming  home  before  the  day  closed,  he  perceived  t^*o  persons  stcepin( 
one  of  the  sofas,  their  heads  covered  n-ith  linen  to  protect  theiii  from  tbe  g 
*'So,  so,"  said  Scheikh  Ibrahim  to  himself,  "it  is  thus  that  youdtsobc>'  the 
mands  of  the  caliph  :  but  1  shall  teach  you  to  respect  them."    He  then,  wi' 
any  noise,  opened  the  gate,  and  soon  after  returned  with  a  lar^  rane  in  bis 
and  his  sleeve  tucked  up.    Just  as  he  was  going  to  strike  with  all  hii  foa^l 
Tcstrained  himself.    "Scheikh  Ibrahim,"  said  he,  "you  arc  gomg  to  strike 
people  Mithout  considering  that  perhaps  they  arc  strangers,  who  knewnM 
■  to  lodge,  and  arc  ignorant  of  the  caliph's  order.     Il  will  be  better  rirst  U> 
■viho  they  arc."    He  then  gently  raised  up  the  linen  which  covered  ihcir 
and  was  much  surprised  when  tie  saw  a  young  man  of  an  extremely  good 
and  a  young  woman  so  very  beautiful     He  then  roused  Noureddinf  ~  "" 
softly  by  the  feet. 

Noureddin  immediately  lifted  up  his  head,  and  as  soon  as  he  saw  an  old 
with  a  long  white  beard  at  his  feet,  he  rose  up  un  the  sofa  in  a  kncclinjr 
■and  soiling  him  by  tlie  band,  which  he  kissed,  "  Good  father,"  said  n 
Heaven  preser\*e  you;  what  do  you  wish  of  me?"    "My  son,'  Mid 
Ibrahim,  "who  are  you?  whence  come  you  ?'     "We  are  strangers  who  am. 
arrived,"  returned  Nourcddin,  "and  we  wish  to  st-iy  here  till  to-monwr  mi: 
"  You  will  be  ver>*  ill  off  here,"  replied  Scheikh  Ibrahim ;  "  \*ou  bad  bee 
with  me.     1  will  furnish  you  with  a  much  better  place  to  steep  in  ;  and 
of  the  garden,  which  is  vcr>-  beautiful,  will  delight  you  during  the  short 
of  day  that  ri-inains.''    "And  is  this  K-'"lcn  yours?"  said  Nourcddin. 
sure  it  is,"  said  Scheikh  Ibrahim,  smiling  ;  "  an  inheritance  J  derived  from  af 
father.     Come  in,  I  entreat ;  j-ou  will  not  repent  seeing  it." 

Nourcddin  arose,  and  having  exprc-ssed  to  the  Schctkli  Ibrahim  how  modh  kc 
was  obliged  by  his  politeness,  went  with  the  Beautiful  Persian  into  the  girdOL 
.Scheikh  Ibrahun  locked  the  gate,  and  walking  before,  conducted  them  to  a  ptacc 
whence  they  might  sec  nearly  at  one  view  the  disposition,  grandeur,  and  beauty 
of  the  whole. 

Naureddin  liad  seen  many  very  fine  gardens  at  Ualsora,  but  never  any  ofte 
comparable  to  this.  WTicn  he  had  wdl  obscn-ed  cvcrv'thing.  and  had  been 
amusing  himself  for  some  time  by  walking  in  the  paths,  he  turned  round  tadK 
old  man  who  accompanied  him.  and  a-iVxA  him  hi>  name.  As  soon  as  he  had 
told  hira,  "  Scheikh  Ibrahim."  said  he,  "  I  must  confess  that  your  garden  ii  iroe- 
derful ;  may  Heaven  allow  you  manv  years  to  enjoy  it.  We  cannot  sutTioefll)* 
tliank  you  for  the  favour  you  have  done  us  in  showing  us  a  place  so  cuSrcOK']) 
worth  seeing ;  it  is  proper  that  we  should  in  some  way  express  our  gratitpik. 
Take  then,  1  beg  of  you,  these  two  pieces  of  gold,  and  endeavour  to  procuRi  ~ 
something  to  cat,  that  we  may  all  of  us  make  mcrr>-  togclher.** 

At  the  sight  of  tlie  two  pieces  of  gold.  Scheikh  Ibrahim,  who  was  a  gmu 
nf  that  metal,  could  not  help  lau^'hing  in  his  :ilccvc.     He  took  the  moeey.^ 
l>cing  without  any  assistant.  left  Nourcddin  and  the  neautifiil  I'cntan  wluiel 
went  to  execute  the  commission,    "These  are  good  people,"  said  he  to  hinMb 
irith  great  joy ;  "  I  should  have  done  myself  no  small  injury  if  I  bad  dl  tnMrd 
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or  driim  them  away.    With  the  tenth  pan  of  thtt  money  I  can  entertain  them 
Ukc  princes.  «nd  the  rt:miiinder  I  can  keep  for  my  trouble:'' 

WDiIc  Scbcikli  1  brahim  n  as  gone  to  purchase  tomcthing  in  uipper,  oT  which 
he  did  not  foTvet  that  he  was  himself  to  pnnake,  Nouredidin  and  the  BejtutiAil 
Hnunwalkca  about  the  ganlen  till  they  arrived  at  the  Painted  P»viUon,sitiUiied 
in  tbe  mtddJe  of  iL  They  stuppcd  for  some  time  \fi  examine  its  wonderful 
stroctii-  '  '  '''' '        :  after  tliry  h-id  ^ne  round  it,  stuvcying  it  on  nil 

skies,  t  i.ind  tli^'ht  of  »icp3  formed  of  wliite  nuraJe  to  tbe 

door  x>-  .  "Ill'  I'  'i>cy  found  locked. 

TV-'.  -If^fcndwi  the  step*  when  the  Schcikh  rcttimcd  Liden  H-ith  pro- 

vMOBk-  -  --i  ■••h  Ibrahim,"  itcud  Nuurcddm,  wtth  much  surprisCi  "did  you  ttot 
ay  that  this  ^rdcn  beloof^cd  tu  you  ? "  "I  did  say  so,  and  I  my  it  MOiOt"  ra- 
tonwd  the  ichcikh  ;  "  but  why  do  you  ask  iho  qacitton  ?  "  "  And  is  thu  superb 
pnriBon,"  said  Nuurcddin,  "joun  also?"  Schcikh  IbrJiim  did  not  expert  thi« 
tfondoti,  and  felt  Imnsclf  sninewhat  cmh.irr3S«C(L  "  If  I  should  say  it  it  not 
nfaK,**  thoQKht  lie,  "  they  will  ask  mc  immediately  how  it  is  ponibla  tfaat  I  should 
bt  BttVicr  of  tlic  ^'irdcn  nnd  not  of  the  pavilion.''  Having  then  pretended  that 
the  K»iSen  was  nis.  be  found  it  necessary  lo  auert  ibe  tame  ef  the  lu^ition. 
** My  soa,"  said  he,  "the  pavilion  does  not  go  without  tbe  garden  ;  both  of  them 
bcMDC  to  me.*  **  Since  it  is  yours,"  replieoN'ourcddin,  "and  you  allow  us  lo  be 
fW  pteits  lo-nlght,  dOt  I  critreat  you,  mnt  us  the  favour  of  letang  us  see  the 
*   rof  it:  for  to  judge  from  us  external  appearance,  it  must  be  beytrnd  measure 


Ibnliim  felt  tluit  it  would  not  be  01%^!  in  him  to  refuse  Nonreddin's 
reqpMt,  after  the  pecuniary  nbli;;ation&  he  had  received  frombim.   Heconsidered 

too^  that  the  cahp'^   ~  *  '■- ^--  ' nv  mnicc,  as  he  was  aecuscooicd  ta 

do,  would  not  be  I  <  <l,  therefore,  tbui  his  gveiu,  u  «cU 

M  hinudf,  rolieht  i-.k...  ...-.,  .,-.1  ..1  the  p.iviIion.     Hnvlnjf  then  placed 

Ito  pravifiORI  be  bad  brought  upim  the  tir^t  step  of  the  suircisc,  he  went  to  hi* 
■ptiWl—l  to  find  tbe  key,  and,  returning  with  a  ti^ht,  orx-;ir<!  tlit-  door. 

Nooreddin  and  the  Ilcautiful  rcpihin  entered  the  s;il  they  found  so 

W7  qdendid,  that  they  mc:c  wfmHy  cni^oswd  inadmiir  „  r    r     ,e»  and  bautT. 
TW  aofaa  ana  oraamei  1  itbiaeof  tbe  picnim,  were  in  ibe  bkbest  style 

of  neinlSccnce :  and,  i  tc  bums  which  hime  at  erery  window,  there 

were  between  the  fr.tmei  silver  bnncbes,  ear'  -i^  a  wax  taper.    NViured- 

dm rauld  not  behold  these  Dbiccts  without  ci.  .  nd  tbe  spbmdour  in  which 

he  Umtdf  bad  Lived,  and  heaving  a  siglL 

In  the  flwantime  Schcikli  Ibrjium,  Mvtec  brau^t  the  provisionfl,  prepared  a 
cable  upon  orw  of  the  sofjts  :  nnd  now,  everything  l*einK  ready.  Noureddin,  tbe 
Boprtinil  Fersian,  ^nd  himself  sat  down  to  supper.  What  they  had  6ni^cd  and 
had  washed  iheir  hands,  Noureddin  opened  one  of  the  windows,  arul  callteg  the 
Beautiful  Persian — **  Come  hither,"  said  he,  **  and  admire  with  me  the  cbanoiBg: 
view*  and  the  beauty  of  the  garden  bjr  the  lii^bt  ot  tbe  moon.  Notbing  can  be 
nwce  ddtthifuL"  She  apprmcbcd,  and  tbey  together  en>oyed  ibe  slgbc,  vbUe 
Scfaeflch  tbrabim  was  ntnoving  tbe  cloth. 

When  he  bad  done  and  was  relumed  to  hi*  gnesti,  Noureddin  asked  him  if  be 
had  BM^t'ii'  ><^  '^f  M-1V  n(  Uminr  u-ith  wliirh  bc  oould  iTgalc  ihcm.  "  Would  yoD 
Ijfcesbr'  -e  Mime  that  IS  exquiMte.   Hut  then. 

youtm'"'.  iftcr  Mippcf."    "  That '»  very  trtie,^ 

nrpHed  Noureddin;  "but  It  is  not  desire.  There  is, yoo  know, aix'tbcr 

bind  of  bquor  ;     1  .im  siirrinwH   ■  fidcr^tond  me."    **Vou  mu*t  surdy 

mean  ^  >  '>u  have  gacaeed  ii  exactly,"  replied 

Noond-  ..t;  u»  mDch  by  gcuing  a  bottle.   Oat 

ihbibs  U*  >oa  know,  a*  an  a^neabla  amoisiBcm  tram  ■tmMT  ttlt  hed'timaL* 

**  Cod  tabid  that  I  ihoaU  have  aagr  waa  }*  eadaimed  Ibe  old  maa,  **  oc  thet 


1  should  approach  Oie  place  where  it  is  t    A  man  who,  like  mc,  has  nude  li* 
pilgrimage  lo  Mecca  four  rimes,  has  renounced  wine  fur  ihc  ten  of  his  da%».* 

"  You  wuuld,  hoM'e\'cr.  do  iia  a  great  kindness  to  procure  us  some,"  ictHntod 
Noorcddin  :  "and  ir  it  will  not  be  di.ugrccable  lo  you,  I  will  teach  you  a  rneOMl 
of  doing  so.  without  your  entering  a  tavern, or  even  touching  the  vruci  thai  i  ~ 
tains  it."  ''  I  will  agree  on  these  conditions,'*  relumed  ikheikh  Ibrahim  ;  "i 
tell  me  what  I  am  to  do,'' 

"We  saw,"  said  Noureddin,  "an  ass  lied  up  at  the  entrance  of  your 
As  1  conclude  it  to  be  yours,  you  ought  to  make  use  of  it  in  casct  of  i 
Here,  take  these  two  other  pieces  of  gold,  load  your  m%  with  his  paBnicr^ 
proceed  towards  the  hrst  tavcm.  but  not  at  all  nearer  than  you  hkc.   Crve 
thing  to  the  first  person  that  passes  you,  and  hc-^  him  to  go  to  the  Uvcm 
the  ass.  and  procure  two  pitchers  of  wine — one  to  be  put  in  each  pannier, . 
then  lead  ihc  a^s  back  lo  you,  after  he  has  paid  for  Uic  wine  with  the 
which  you  uill  give  him  :  you  will  then  have  only  lo  drive  the  asf  before 
hither,  and  wc  ourselves  will  take  out  ihc  pitchers  fiom  the  pannicn.     In 
way  you  will  do  nothing  that  can  give  your  conscience  the  lc;iit  i>iTfn<r.* 

The  two  other  pieces  of  gold,  which  Scheikh  Ibrahim  had  r  .1,  ■ 

duced  a  wonderful  effect  uiwn  his  mind.    "Ah:  my  son,"  he  ■  i, 

Noureddin  had  limsbed, "  how  well  you  understand  thint;s '.   \\  ithuut  your 
ancc  I  could  never  have  imagined  any  possible  means  by  which   [  could 
procured  you  witie  without  feeling  some  scruple."    He  left  them  lofo  alKwt 
commission,  which  he  executed  in  a  verj-  short  lime.     As  soon  as  nc  le 
Noureddin  went  down  the  steps,  drew  the  pitchers  from  the  pannier^  and 
them  up  into  the  saloon. 

Scheikh  Ibrahim  now  led  back  the  ass  to  the  place  from  whence  he  had 
it.    When  he  returned,  "  Scheikh  Ibrahim,"  saia  Noureddin  to  him,  "  »rc  c 
sufficiently  thank  you  for  the  trouble  you  have  taken  ;  but  still  there  I*  OM 
wanting."  "  And  what,"  rciurned  he,  "  is  there  I  can  yet  do  to  serve  you  ?*  "'' 
have  no  cups  lo  drink  out  of,''  replied  Noureddin ;  "  and  a  little  fruit  of  tofoe 
if  you  h."ive  any,  would  be  very  acceptable."    "  You  have  only  to  speak," 
Scheikh  Ibrahim,  "and  you  shall  want  for  nothing  you  can  desire." 

He  then  went  doHi),  and  in  a  short  tune  provided  ihem  a  table,  set  out 
the  most  beautiful  porcelain,  nltcd  with  all  Mjrts  of  fruit,  And  with  a  randfl 
cups,  both  of  gold  and  sdvcr  ;  and  when  he  had  asked  tbcm  if  they  had 
for  anything  more,  he  withdrew,  though  they  ;nlicited  hi<   omtMny  widi 
importunJtv. 

Nouretkiin  and  the  Beautiful  Persian  again  placed  ihcmsetvesat  thciafafe,i 
b^an  each  of  them  lo  take  a  cup  of  the  wine,  which  they  found  cvccllenL  "  W< 
my  love,"  said  Noureddin  to  the  Ueauiiful  Persian, "  arc  we  not  the  mi»t  to 

Erople  in  the  world,  to  be  thus  brought  by  accident  into  so  dehghtful  a  ,_ 
et  us  enjov  it,  and  endeavour  to  recover  ourselves  from  the  bad  tire  (4*  our 
age.    Can  kippiness  be  more  complete  than  mine  ?~you  on  one  side  of  mr.] 
good  wine  on  the  other  I "    They  hlled  their  cup*  frequently,  and  convereod 
gether  in  the  most  agreeable  manner,  alternately  anuuiog  each  other  mik\ 
song. 

As  ihcy  had  most  excellent  voices,and  panicularlv  tlie  Beautiful  Penia^i 
singing  did  not  fait  to  attract  Scheikh  Ibrahim,  who  listened  to  them  a  toof 
with  the  greatest  pleasure,  placing  himself  near  Ihc  top  of  the  sUtn.«faavl 
could  not  be  seen.    At  length,  unable  to  contain  himself  any  longer,  be 
his  head  in  at  the  door.     *'  Well  done,  sir."  said  he  to  Notireddin.  wbom'be  I 
lieved  to  be  already  intoxicated  :  "  I  am  delighted  (o  see  )-ou  »o  happy  !' 

"Ah, scheikh  :"cried  Noureddin,  turning  thai  way,"youarea  tine  fd|cNr,al^ 
we  arc  much  obliged  lo  >-ou.    Wc  dare  not  ask  you  lo  drink  ;  but  cotae  'm,PKttr- 
tlteless.    Oivc  us  at  least  the  honour  of  your  company."  **Gooa.goon,*i 


the  ftchctUi,  "  I  am  safficicnOv  pleased  with  hearing  your  charming  soogs.* 
^laving  said  th«  he  disappe-irei 

The  Hcjuiiful  Persian,  perceiving  that  Scheikh  Ibrahim  retreated  no  farthtr 
Uun  to  the  top  of  the  siairs,  gave  notice  of  it  to  Noureddin.  ''Sir,"  said  she, 
**yiM  <e0  what  an  aversion  be  shows  to  wine  ;  I  do  not,  however,  despair  of 
(QAkirtg  him  drink  some,  if  you  will  do  what  1  piupose."  **  What  is  that  ?  "  ex- 
cLkJmed  Noureddin  :  "you  have  only  to  speak  to  make  me  do  whatever  yoa  wish." 
"  Prevail  with  him,  then,  merely  to  come  m,  and  be  of  our  party  ;  when  he  has 
been  bere  some  time,  puur  out  a  cup  uf  wine  and  olTer  him.  If  he  lefuses,  drink 
«  jnorsclf :  feign  afterwards  lo  be  asleep,  nnd  leave  the  rest  to  me." 

Nonreildin  was  not  slow  in  apprehending  the  Beautiful  Persian's  design.  He 
e^Bfrt  to  Scheikh  Ibrahim,  who  reappeared  at  the  door.  "Scheikh  Ibnhim," 
Kajd  be,  **  we  are  your  guests,  and  you  have  entertained  us  in  the  most  noble 
possible.  Will  you,  then,  refuse  us  the  request  we  make  that  >-ou  will 
us  with  your  company?    We  will  not  ask  you  to  drink ;  -we  only  solicit 


i^pteasute  of  ba\-ing  you  with  us.'* 
Tnc  ichcili 


tchcikh  allowed  himself  to  be  persuaded  He  entered,  and  placed  him- 
^df  al  the  edge  of  the  sofa  which  was  nearest  the  door.  "  You  arc  badly  sealed 
tfacre^"  said  Noureddin,  **  and,  besides,  we  have  not  the  honour  of  seeing  you. 
CcBos  forward,  I  entreat  you,  and  take  a  seat  near  the  Lidy  ;  it  will  gratify  her 
"^TTch*  "  I  will  do  whate%'er  you  desire,"  returned  Scheikh  Ihr.ihim  ;  he  then 
ttproAcbcd  with  a  smiling  countenance,  plea.sed  at  (he  idea  of  being  near  so 
cfcafntaic  a  woman,  and  scate<)  himself  at  some  little  distance  from  the  beautiful 
P«f^ftll.  Nourcddin  requested  her  to  sing,  in  consideration  of  the  honour  which 
Scticikh  Ibrahim  had  done  them,  which  she  did  in  ;i  monaer  that  delighted  him 
^ecttuy. 
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When  the  Beautiful  Persian  had  6nished  her  sonf^,  Noureddin  pound  oet « 
cup  of  wine,  and  said,  *'  bchcikh  Ibmhim,  let  mc  entreat  you  to  drink  this  toour 
healths."  "  Sir,"  replied  he,  starting  backward,  as  if  even  the  iisbt  o£  — ^ 
excited  horror,  **  1  beg  of  you  to  excuse  mc  ;  I  have  already  told  yuu  that  1 
renounced  wine  long  ago."  "  Since,  then,  you  poiiuvely  will  not  driak 
healths."  iaid  Noureddin,  "  you  must  allow  me  10  drinlc  youri." 

While  Noureddin  w-as  drinking,  the  Beautiful  Persi.iii  cut  halfan  apple,  < 
she  presented  to  the  schcikh,     "  Vou  would  not  drink  with  us,"  said  «M^  **b 
flatter  mvaelf  vou  will  not  have  the  same  aversion  to  tasic  of  this  opfiAe  ;  jt 
most  excellent  one."     Scheikh   Ibrahim  could  not  refuse  it  from  so  fair  a  ha 
he  icwk  it-  making  a  sliglil  inclinalian  of  his  head,  and  bt^an  to  cat  it.     She 
saying  many  civil  things  lo  him  on  the  occasion,  when  Nourrddm,  falling  I 
on  the  sofa,' pretended  lo  go  to  sleep.     The  beautiful  Persian  inimcdlAtd!! 
\-anccd  towards  the  schcikh.  and  speaking  to  him  in  a  Jow  voice,  **  Look  at 
said  she,  "  this  is  always  his  way,  whenever  we  should  enjoy  ourselves  U  _ 
be  has  no  sooner  drunk  a  cup  or  two  of  wine  ilian  he  falls  asleep  and  leave*  i 
alone ;  but  you,  1  hope,  will  have  the  goodness  lo  give  me  your  cvimpan/ 
he  is  sleeping  tljcre." 

The  Utautiful  Persian  took  a  aip,  and  having  filled  it  with  wine,  pmcm 
to  him.    "  Take  this,"  said  she,  "  and  drink  my  heahh  ;  I  will  1 1    '  :  " 

scheikh  made  a  great  tn-iny  difSculties.  and  was  very  earnc- 
desist  from  her  request;  but  she  pressed  him  in  so  lively  a  m-itwicv,  mai, 
come  by  her  charms  arid  entreaties,  he  took  the  cup  and  drank  it  off. 

The  good  old  man  loved  wine  in  his  heart,  but  was  ashamed  of  indulging 
fore  people  with  whom  he  was  not  acquainted.     He  was  in  the  habil.  like 
others,  of  Roing  to  taverns  in  private,  and  had  not  tliou;;ht  it  necessary  to 
the  precautions  which  Noureddin  had  recommended.     Under  favour  of  nijL 
had  himself  gone  to  purchase  the  wine  of  an  innkeeper  of  his  acqualatancc, . 
had  thu^  saved  the  money  which,  according  to  Noureddin's  instmctioas,  be 
to  give  the  person  whom  he  might  employ. 

while  Scheikh  Ibrahim,  after  he  had  taken  his  cup,  was  eating  the  ; 
of  his  apple,  the  Ueautiful  Persian  filled  him  another,  which  he  took  wMb  BWJl 
less  difficulty  than  the  former.  To  tl.e  third  he  made  no  objertiun  whatever.  He 
was  going  on  to  drink  a  fourth,  when  Noureddin,  ceasing  to  feign  himself  aske|K 
rose  up  on  his  seat,  and  looking  hard  at  the  old  man,  burst  out  into  a  tiokM  In 
of  laughter.  "  Ha.  ha  I "  said  he,  **  Scheikh  Ibrahim,  I  have  caught  >-ou  I  Y«e 
told  mc  you  had  renounced  wine,  and  that  you  could  not  bear  even  to  see  it.* 

The  Kheikh  was  somewtut  disconcerted  by  this  unexpected  addrcu,  as  jp- 
pcared  by  the  colour  mounting  rapidly  into  his  cheeks ;  he  did  not,  bowe«B. 
permit  his  draught  to  be  spoiled.  Having  linished  it—"  Sir,"  nid  he.  SoiiliM, 
**  i(  what  I  ha%e  done  is  a  sin,  it  otight  not  to  be  Liid  to  mine,  but  this  fair  la^ 
cliargc.     How  is  it  possible  to  resist  so  many  charms  ?" 

The  Beautiful  Pcriian.  who  perfectly  understood  Noureddin.  a&cted  to  _ 
the  pan  of  the  schcikh.    "  Scheikh  Ibrahim."  said  she.  *•  let  him  talk  on  ;  do  i 

suffer  him  lo  interrupt  us  :  continue  to  drink  and  et 

time  after  Noureddin  poured  out  some  wine  for  him-^i 
some  to  the  neautiful  Persian,     When  Scheikh  Itji_.,. 
gave  him  none,  he  took  a  cup  and  held  it  out  to  him. 
why  am  I  not  to  drink  as  well  as  you  .*  ■* 

At  these  words  Noureddin  and  the  Beautiful  Persian  cry 

Noureddin  filled  his  cup.  and  they  continued  locnjovil,-  no  loJ 

and  drink  till  midnight     About  this  time  the  Beautiful  Ii.in>,in  l^thc 
self  that  there  w,is  only  one  light  on  the  tabic.     "  Schcikh  Ibr-iN-m,*  vtj 
the  j;ood  old  officer.  **you  have  allowcfi  us  only  one  ta[)er,  *i 
many  handsome  ones  about  the  room.     Do  us  tlic  favour,  1  bc5  ,  ■.i»\ 
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them,  that  we  may  see  a  little  more  clearly."  The  scheitch,  full  of  the  freedom 
that  H-inc  inspires  when  the  head  becomes  a  little  heated,  and  that  a  conversa* 
tion  he  was  ttier.  holdini;  with  Nourcddin  might  not  be  interrupted,  called  out  to 
this  beautiful  Lidy,  "  Li^ht  them  yourself ;  it  is  a  much  more  proper  office  for 
youth  like  yours  ;  but  take  care  not  to  light  more  than  Ave  or  six  :  that  will  be 
sufficient.**  The  Hcnutiful  Persian  rose  up.  and  taking  a  wax  taper  in  her  hand, 
and  lighting  it  by  that  on  the  fiblc,  proceeded  to  light  up  the  whole  eighty,  with- 
out at  all  rcgardmg  what  the  schcikn  had  told  her. 

Some  time  after,  while  the  schcikh  was  conversing  with  the  Ileautiful  Persian 
upon  some  other  subject,  Noureddin,  in  his  turn,  requested  him  to  light  up  some 
of  the  lustres.  Without  ob5cr\'ing  that  all  the  tapers  were  Iniming, "  Vou  must," 
said  he,  **bc  extremely  indolent,  or  have  weaker  limbs  than  I  have,  if  you  can- 
not do  them  yourself,  (io.  then,  and  light  ihcm  ;  but  rememlxr.  not  more  than 
three."  Instead  of  confining  himself  tu  this  numl>er,  he  lighted  up  the  whole, 
and  afterwards  opened  the  fourscore  window;;,  unobserved  by  the  schcikh,  who 
was  eamestiv  engaged  in  conversation  with  the  Itcautiful  Persian. 

The  CalipK  llaroun  Alraschid  was  not  yet  retired  to  his  cham1>er  :  he  w-as  in  a 
hall  of  his  jialare  which  fronted  the  Tigris,  and  had  on  one  side  a  view  of  the 
garden  and  the  p.iintctl  pavilion.  Hy  accident  he  opened  a  window  on  this  side, 
and  was  exceedingly  surprised  to  see  the  pavilion  entirety  lighte<l  up — the  more, 
as  from  its  great  bplciidnur  he  at  first  imngineil  that  it  was  a  lire  in  some  part  of 
the  city.  The  grand  vizier  i>i.ifar  was  still  with  him,  waiting  the  moment  when 
the  caliph  should  retire,  to  return  to  his  own  home.  The  raliph  called  out  to  him 
in  a  great  rage,  *'  Come  here,  you  carcle<«s  vizier,  approach  this  way  I  Look  at 
thepainted  {nvilion,  and  tell  mc  why  it  is  lighted  up.  and  I  not  there." 

Tne  grand  vi/icr  trembled  exceedingly,  fmm  an  apprehension  that  what  the 
caliph  said  might  be  true  :  but  he  trembled  much  niuic  when  he  approached  and 
found  that  it  really  was  so.  It  was  ncressar\-.  however,  to  find  some  pretence  to 
appease  him.  ''Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  said  he,  "  1  can  give  your  majesty 
no  other  information  on  the  siibjert.  except  that  .ibout  four  or  five  days  smce, 
Scheikh  Ibrahim  came  and  informed  me  th^it  he  had  an  intention  of  holding  an 
assembly  of  the  ministers  iK'longing  to  his  mostjiie,  in  order  to  observe  some 
ceremony  which  he  was  anxious  to  jwrform  under  your  m.njesty's  most  happy 
reign.  I  asked  him  in  what  way  he  exiK.'Li«l  me  to  5cr\e  him  in  the  affair; 
upon  which  he  entre.iled  me  to  obtain  )>crmission  of  your  m.ijC!>ty  to  hold  the 
meeting  and  |)erform  the  ceremony  in  the  pavilion.  I  dismissed  him  by  saying 
that  he  might  tlo  what  he  Hishc<l,  and  that  I  would  not  fail  to  «>peak  to  your 
majesty  on  the  subjei-l ;  and  I  entreat  your  jtardun  for  having,  through  forgetful- 
ncss,  neglected  to  ilo  so.  Schcikh  Ibrahim,  it  would  seem,"  continued  he,  "  has 
chosen  this  d;iy  for  the  rercmony.  and  h.is.  without  doubt,  in  the  course  of  enter- 
taining the  mini'iier'i,  inafle  this  illumination  for  their  pleasure." 

"diafar."  replied  the  raliph.  in  a  trmc  that  shoucd  he  was  sonic«hat  apjieased. 
"it  appe.irs  tniiii  your  (twn  .icrount  that  you  have  roinmitled  tliree  moit  unjMr- 
donablc  fauitt ;  tirit.  in  having  jjivcn  jK-miission  to  Schcikh  Ibrahim  10  pt-rform 
this  rercmony  in  the  p.iV!lioii  ihc  mere  kce{>er  nf  a  gardi-n  is  not  an  oltirrr  of 
suflicicnt  ron->idcr:ilion  to  W  allowed  so  great  an  honour;  scomlly.  in  liaMr.g 
neglected  to  '^[KMk  to  im:  on  the  >ubicrt  ;  and  thirdiv,  in  not  liaMn;;  di-covcrt-d 
the  real  obicf  t  of  tlii-.  g"od  old  man.  1  am  pcrsu.idcd  that  he  had  no  other  view 
in  his  application  ti>  yiu  than  to  see  if  he  rniild  obtain  some  gratuity  to  a^M^t 
him  in  his  undertakinL,'.  \'<>ii  had  not  the  {K-nctration  to  timl  it  out.  and  1  think 
him  not  to  hlaim-.  to  .ivcn>;e  him-vclf  of  your  omission  by  the  greater  *xiK-i'.-e  of 
ihit  iltuminalion. " 

The  [;T.mtl  \i/icr.  dcli^'litrd  to  sec  the  caliph  treat  the  aftair  in  ihi*  ple;io.-int 
wa\.  Tc.idily  t.>i>k  ii|)'in  liiiii-ell'  the  f.uilts  with  whifh  he  h.ul  \ycvTi  re[<ioa<hed. 
and  freely  confeiacd  that  he  was  vcrj-  wrong  in  nut  having  prcsentetl  brhcikh 
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Ibrabtm  with  a  few  pieces  of  ^Id.    "  Since  that  is  the  case."  added  ifat  < 
smiling,  "it  is  proper  you  &houid  be  punished  for  your  faults  :  yoor  , 
however,  will  not  be  very  severe ;  it  shall  be  to  pass,  a*  1  id&o  intend  to 
remainder  u(  tins  night  with  these  good  people,  whom  I  should  much  like  lo  \ 
While,  ihcrcrorc,  I  ^o  and  jnit  on  the  dress  uf  a  cituen,  do  you  lusd  hU 
disguise  yotirbclves  in  the  same  manner,  and  then  accompany  tnc*    Thaj 
vizier  humbly  rei«-esentc<l  to  him  thai  it  was  very  laie,  .ti'  •'—  -■■—■>  ■•^v 
probably  be  gone  before  his  majesty  could  arrive  ;  but  ihi 

was  determined  to  go.     As  there  was  not  a  shadow  of  ti  -.:.  ...  .- ; -c 

had  licen  saying,  he  felt  extremely  embarrassed  at  this  resoluiion  of  the ' 
but  it  was  nccessar>'  to  obey,  and  not  reply. 

The  caliph  then  sallied  out  from  his  palace  in  the  disguise  of  a  citizen, : 
panied  by  the  gr-ind  vuier  Giafar,  and  .Mcsrour,  the  chief  of  the  eunuch*; 
proceeded  through  the  streets  uf  Bagdad  until  he  arrived  at  thi' 
of  which  he  found  open.    This  was  owing  lo  the  negligence  of 
who  had  forgotten  to  lock  it  when  he  returned  from  purchasini^  litc  wmc 
caliph  was  much  offended  at  it.    "  Giafar,''  said  he  to  the  grajidvizjer,  " 
you  sav  lo  the  gate's  being  open  at  this  hour?    Is  it  possible  llut  Scfaedbh  II 
should  make  it  a  custom  to  leave  it  opeu  thus  all  night?     1  would  mthcr 
that  the  nc<;lect  has  been  occasioned  by  tlic  buny  and  confusion  ahsti|( 
the  entertainment." 

The  caliph  entered  the  garden.    When  he  was  arrived  at  the  paviBon, 
unwilling  to  go  up  into  the  saloon  before  he  knew  what  was  going  fbnrani 
he  consulted  with  the  grand  vizier  about  climbing  some  one  of  the  nearest ' 
in  order  to  make  the  disco\xry  he  wished.     In  looking  iiboui  towards  Um 
of  the  saloon,  the  grand  vizier  perceived  that  it  was  nut  entirely  closed,  vt.' 
he  informed  his  master.    Sthcikh  IbnUiini  had  left  it  thus  wlien  he  bad 
persuaded  to  enter  the  room  and  join  the  party  of  Nourctldin  and  the 
Perwan. 

The  caliph  upon  this  g.ive  up  his  Brst  design,  and  ascended  soltlir, 
noise,  to  the  door  of  the  saloon,  which  he  found  so  far  open  that  he  was 
see  those  that  were  in  the  room  without  being  himself  observed.     His 
was  great  indeed  when  he  saw  a  lady  of  incomparable  beauty  and  aD  eui-  . 

handsome  young  man  sitting  at  tabic,  together  with  Schcikh  Ibrahim,  «^    

holding  a  cup  in  his  hand,  and  addressing  the  Be.iutiful  Persian .  "  My  dttnntlp 
lady,  a  good  companion  will  nc\x-r  continue  drinking  all  the  ereaing  «i(hM|. 
mixing  music  with  his  wine :  do  me  the  honour  to  listen  to  roe,  and  I  wiD  * 
you  a  very  pleasant  song." 

He  then  o^nn  lo  sing,  at  which  the  ciliph  was  exceexlingly  .ostontkhed,  i 
had  been  ignorant,  till  this  moment,  that  Scheikh  Ibraliim  ever  indulged  in  ' 
and  had  alwa\-s  believed  him  the  grave,  sober  man  he  ap]>e.ircd  tw  be.     He 
withdrew  from  the  door,  as  cautiously  as  he  had  approached,  and  rcomed' 
the  grand  vizier,  who  was  upon  the  staircase  a  few  steps  below.   "  Gmm  up.  4 
sec  if  the  persons  who  are  here  are  ministers  of  the  mosque,  as  you  wisilicd : 
to  believe. 

From  the  tone  with  which  the  caliph  pronounced  these  words,  the  gmid 
knew  too  well  tlial  .iffairs  were  going  on  ver>'  b;\dly  for  him.     He  went  opv- 
looking  through  the  opening  of  the  door,  trembled  with  alarm  when  be  »aw 
persons  in  the  situation  and  sutc  of  those  before  him.    He  rvtumcd  to  the 
uncrly  confused,  and  wholly  at  a  loss  what  to  say.     *'  What  impudence  U  thii 
»aid  the  caliph,  "that  these  people  should  presume  locomcnnd  rii-.rrt  ihcnueli 
in  my  garden  and  pavilion  ;  and  that  Scheikh  Ibrahim  si-  it.andci 

partake  of  their  diversion.*     I  do  not,  however.  belie\*e  '-  m  eavOj 

a  young  man  and  young  woman  better  made  and  lictter  m.it.  lif<l  .  l>c*orc, 
ibre,  I  give  way  to  my  indignation,  I  wish  to  learn  who  tlicy  aie,  and  fur  vjhiL 
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purpose  the)'  are  here."  He  returned  to  the  door  to  obser\-e  them  again,  and  the 
viiier.  who  followed,  remained  behind  him.  They  both  heard  what  the  scheikh 
was  saying;  tn  the  Beautiful  Persian:  "My  lovely  lady,  is  there  anything  you  can 
desire  to  nrndor  our  pleasure  this  evening  more  complete?"  "  It  appears  to  mc,'' 
she  replied,  " that  everything  would  be  perfect  if  there  were  an  instrument,  on 
which  I  could  pUv  a  little.  If  you  have  one,  do  me  the  favour  to  get  it  for  me." 
**  Madam,"  repliea  the  scheikh,  "  can  you  play  on  the  lute  ?  "  "  Bring  mc  one," 
she  said.  "  and  you  shall  hear." 

Without  going  far  from  his  place,  Scheikh  Ibrahim  took  a  lute  out  of  a  closet, 
and  presented  it  to  the  Ue^iutiful  Persian,  who  began  to  put  it  in  tune.  The 
caliph,  in  the  meantime,  turned  round  to  the  grand  vizier :  "  (iiafar,"  said  he, 
"the  >"oung  lady  is  going  to  play  upon  the  lute.  If  she  plays  well,  I  will  p,irdon 
her.  and  also  the  young  man  for  her  sake ;  but  with  respect  to  you,  you  shall 
ceruiinly  l*e  hanged."  **  Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  replied  the  grand  vizit-r, 
"  I  pray  to  (iod,  then,  she  may  play  ill."  •'  Why  so  ?  "  said  the  caliph.  "  The 
more  of  us  there  are  to  sutTer,"  rcplictl  the  grand  viiricr,  "  the  better  wc  shall  con- 
sole ourselves,  that  wc  die  in  a  goml  and  pleasant  party."  The  caliph,  who  was 
fond  of  a  jest,  laughed  at  the  rciwrtec  ;  while  turning  round  toward  (he  opening 
of  the  d(K>r,  he  a|)plicd  his  car  to  hear  the  Hc.iutiful  Persian  play. 

She  was  already  preluding;  in  such  a  way,  that  tliL-  caliph  immediately  perceived, 
by  her  manner  of  tuu<  Iiiii;^  it.  that  she  was  a  ]>erl'cct  mistress  of  the  instrument. 
She  afterwards  sang  an  .ur.  accompanying  her  voice,  which  was  excellent,  on  the 
lute,  and  ^icrfonned  it  with  so  much  skill,  and  in  so  exquisite  a  style,  that  the 
caliph  was  quite  charmed. 

As  soon  as  she  had  finished  her  song,  the  caliph  descended  the  stairs,  the 
viiier  following  him.  When  he  was  at  the  bottom, '* On  my  life,"  said  he,  "I 
have  never  heanl  so  good  a  voice,  nor  a  better  player  on  the  lute.  Isaac,  whom 
I  beliex'ed  the  1>cst  in  the  \«orld,  is  much  inferior  to  her.  I  am  so  well  satislied. 
that  I  wish  to  go  in  and  hear  her  play  before  me  ;  but  the  difficulty  is  to  lind  out 
in  what  way  I  can  eiTcct  it." 

**  Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  replied  the  vizier,  '*  if  you  were  to  enter,  and 
Scheikh  Ibmhim  were  tn  know  you,  he  would  infallibly  die  with  terror."  "This 
is  what  occasions  my  cmbarr.-issmcnt,"  returned  the  ciliph  :  "  I  should  be  sorry 
fo  be  the  cause  of  the  old  ni.in's  death,  after  he  has  served  me  so  many  years.  A 
thought  comes  into  my  mind  which  may  answer :  do  you  stay  here  with  Mesn>ur, 
and  wait  in  the  lir'it  walk  till  1  come  bitrk." 

The  %'icinity  of  the  Tigris  had  given  the  caliph  an  opportunity  of  forming  in 
his  garden,  by  me.ms  of  a  channel  he  had  made  underground,  a  ver>'  handsome 
piece  of  water,  which  scnetl  as  a  refuge  for  many  of  the  finest  lish  of  the  river. 
With  this  the  fishermen  w*ere  well  .icquaintcd,  and  had  often  wished  to  have  the 
hberty  «f  fishing  there  :  but  the  caliph  had  expressly  forbidden  Scheikh  Ibrahim 
to  permit  any  one.  N evert ht-lc -is,  tliat  very  night  a  fisherman,  »h<»  w.is  {).a<tsing 
the  garden  gate,  whirh  the  r.ihph  h.id  left  open  as  he  found  it,  h.i(l  taken  ad\ah- 
Mge  of  the  opportunity,  and  :>tealing  into  the  garden,  had  proceeded  as  far  .is  the 
piece  of  water. 

He  h.id  thrown  in  his  nets,  and  w.is  ni^t  going  to  take  them  up,  when  the 
'-aliph,  who.  .ificr  i\w  nc^ligenre  of  Srhvikh  Ibrahim,  had  suspcrtetl  wh.it  minlii 
happen,  and  rcsolvt-d  ti>  .iv.iil  hiniM'If  of  the  rircumstanrc,  came  to  the  plai  e. 
NotHithsiantlin/  his  <Iisgiiise,  the  lishirrman  knew  him  imim-diately.  .ind.  throw- 
ing  him-sclf  .u  his  fi-i-i,  c-ntri-aicd  his  [lardon.  pleading  ihc  excuse  of  poverty. 
"  kise.  and  fiMr  imihiti^;."  >.iid  the  caliph  ;  "only  take  up  your  nets,  and  let  me 
see  what  fish  you  have  };c.(." 

The  (ishcmian.  taking  rniir.ijc,  readily  performed  what  the  caliph  desired,  and 
drew  up  fi\c  or  six  very  tine  fi-h.  of  which  the  r.i]iph  io.ik  the  two  Lirgest,  and 
fastened  thcin  together  by  means  uf  a  twig  passed  tnruugh  their  gdls  and  heads. 
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He  then  said  to  the  Ushennan. "  Give  mc  your  clothes,  and  take  mroc* 
exchange  was  made  in  a  few  maments,  and  the  caliph  was  entirely  fitted  wij 
the  style  of  a  fisherman  from  hctd  to  fooL    He  then  sent  the  man  away.  *'  Ti 
up  your  nets,"  said  he,  "and  go  about  your  business." 

When  the  tishcrnun  was  gone,  perfectly  content  with  his  good  fortnoe. 
caliph  tutik  The  tno  Hsh  in  his  hand,  and  returned  to  look  for  the  grand  % 
Giahir  and  Mc^rour.     He  stopped  when  he  approached  the  grand  viiicr. 
not  knowing  him,  angrily  cried  out,  "  What  do  you  want,  fellow  ?   Ci<i  your  w 
The  caliph  upon  this  laujijhed  hcanily,  when  the  grand  vizier  recollected 
"Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  he  exclaimed,  "  is  it  possible  it  can  be  you  i 
did  not  know  you  in  the  least,  and  1  beg  a  thousand  pardons  for  niy  rui 
Vou  may  immediately  enter  the  saloon,  without  the  smallest  fear  tlui  S 
Ibrahim  will  discover  you."    "  Do  you,  then,  and  Mesroui  stay  here,"  siU 
**  while  I  go  and  perform  my  part" 

The  calii^i  ascended  the  stairs  of  the  saloon,  and  knocked  at  the  door.  Xfl 
reddin.  who  first  heard  him,  informed  Scheikb  ibrithim  of  it,  who  inquired 
was  there.  The  caliph  opened  the  door,  and  advancing  one  step  into  jhc  sal 
in  order  tliat  he  miyht  be  seen,  "  Scheikh  Ibrahim,"  said  he,  "  I  am  Keiim,  i 
fisherman.  I  was  told  xtm  were  entertaining  your  friends,  and,  as  I  haw 
moment  caught  two  vct)'  tine  fish,  J  come  to  ask  you  if  vou  would  like  ID ' 
them." 

Noureddin  and  the  Beautiful  Persian  were  delighted  tohearof  fish.  "; 
Ibrahim,"  said  the  Beautiful  Persian  to  htm  immediaicly. "  pray  do  us  the  fiivonr 
to  make  him  come  m.  that  %vc  may  sec  his  hsh."  The  scheikh.  no  longer  in  a 
st:itc  to  think  of  aiking  this  prctendetl  Irsherman  how  or  whence  he  cause,  «*s 
wholly  devoted  to  the  Ilcantiful  Persian  ;  turning,  therefore,  his  head  tinonk 
the  door,  but  with  ^reat  difiiculty  from  the  quantity  of  wine  he  had  drunk,  «tt 
a  stammering  voice  he  addressed  the  caliph,  whom  he  took  for  a  (nbiom^ 
**  Come  hither,"  sakl  he,  "  my  hnc  thief  of  the  night,  come  hilhcfr  and  let  me  <b 
you." 

The  caliph  adx-anced,  counterfeiting  perfectly  well  the  manners  of  a 
and  presented  his  two  fish.    **  These  are  really  very  fine,"  said  the  Bcsnl 
Persian,  "and  I  should  like  to  partake  of  them  extremely  if  they  %»xrr  dress 
nnd  ser\-cd  up."     "The  lady  is  right,"  said  .Scheikh  Ibrahim.     *'  WTiai  can 
do  with  your  tish  in  this  state.'  Go  and  get  them  ready  yourself,  and  brin|^ 
to  us  ;  you  will  find  everything  you  want  in  my  kitchen." 

The  caliph  returned  to  tind  the  grand  vizier  Gia£ar.     **  I  have  been  essi^ 
well  received,"  s^iid  he.  "  but  they  want  me  to  dress  tlicsc  fish."    "  I  wiU  n> , 
get  them  ready,"  replied  the  grand  viiicr  ;  "  it  will  Ijc  done  in  .in  instant' 
am  so  desirous,"  returned  the  caliph,  "to  accom|)Iish  my  whole  ptiipoM 
ihat  I  wil!  even  uke  the  trouble  o(  doing  \t.     Since  I  luive  acte-'  >'' 
so  well,  I  can  surely  personate  the  cook.     In  my  youth  I  uiti 
kitchen,  and  did  not  acquit  myself  badly."     He  then  wmi    ' 
Ibrahim's  apanment,  and  w.is  followed  by  the  grand  vi^io i 
They  all  three  set  to  work,  and  though  the  kitchen  w.i  ^ 
I  yet,  as  it  contained  everything  necessary,  the  fish  waA  soon  nsidy.    Th«  i 
'carried  up  the  dish,  and,  in  ser\-ing  it,  pUced  before  each  of  them  a  Icnwa. ' 
they  might  take  it  if  they  wished.     Tncy  ate  with  much  appetite,  panu 
Noureddin  and  the  Beautiful  Persian,  and  the  caliph  remained  siandiq^ 
them. 

When  they  had  finished,  Noureddin  looked  up  at  the  caliph.  "  Fbhcrmia,* 
said  he,  '^  it  is  impossible  to  ent  better  fish  :  you  have  done  us  the  ptatcii 
favour  in  the  world."  Ax  the  same  time,  putting  his  hand  into  his  busum,  vii- 
drawing  out  his  purM:.  in  whidi  there  were  still  remainini*  thirty  pieces  of  foU. 
the  remainder  of  the  forty  which  Sangior,  the  ufKcer  of  the  King  of  Balson.  ha^ 


piTO  him  before  hi*  depnrture :  "  Take  it,"  said  he ;  "  if  I  had  more  I  vould 
pre  it  yoit.  Had  1  kiionn  you  bci'orc  I  expended  my  fortune,  I  would  have 
fd«ccd  vou  beyond  ihe  reach  uf  povert>-;  receive  this,  however,  urith  as  much 
ptod-will  as  if  llic  present  were  mure  considerable." 

Tbe  caliph  took  the  purse,  and  thanked  Noureddin.  Having  perceived  that  it 
coociiiiecl  gold,  "  Sir,"  said  he,  "^  I  cannot  suAicicntly  acknowledge  your  gcne> 
naty.  1  am  particularly  fortunate  to  have  dealings  with  such  noble  gentlemen 
ai  yoo  ;  but  before  I  go  away,  1  have  one  request  to  make,  which  1  entreat  you 
to  irnnt.  I  »ee  a  lute  there,  from  which  1  conclude  that  the  lady  plays  :  if  you 
(<<  I  on  her  to  favour  me  with  a  single  lune,  1  should  return  home  the 

nil  itcd  creature  in  the  world,  for  it  is  an  instrument  1  am  passionately 

kttd  of.' 

"  Beautiful  Persian,"  snid  Noureddin,  addressing  himself  to  her,  "permit  me 
b  request  this  favour  of  you,  which  I  hope  you  will  not  refuse."  She  took  the 
hue,  a.nd  having  tuned  it,  she  sang  and  played  an  air  that  charmed  the  caliph. 
Wien  this  was  tinished,  she  continued  to  play  without  singing,  and  performed 
•iih  so  much  taste  and  expression,  that  he  was  delighted  to  ccstacy.  When  the 
Keaatiful  Persian  bad  done  pUymg,"Ah,"  cried  the  caliph."what  a%-oice:  what 
a  hand  !  what  execution !  Was  there  c^er  such  a  singer  ?  ever  such  a  player  ? 
No  one  ever  saw  or  heard  her  equal." 

Noureddin.  accustomed  to  give  whatever  belonged  to  him  to  those  that  com- 
meDded  it,  "  Fisherman,"  said  he,  '*  I  see  clearly  that  you  understand  the  matter: 
ihtx  she  pleases  you  so  much,  she  is  yours — I  make  you  a  present  of  her."  At 
the  same  time  he  got  up,  and  taking  his  robe,  which  he  had  put  otT,  was  about 
to  depan  and  leave  the  caliph,  whom  he  knew  only  as  a  hshcrman,  in  possession 
«f  the  Beautiful  Fersiaa 

Tbc  Ucnutiful  Persian,  cxcccdin{:ly  astonished  at  the  liberality  of  Noureddin, 
Sapped  him.  "Sir,"  said  she,  looking  at  him  tenderly,  "where  do  you  mean  to 
|oJ  Resume  yotir  place,  I  beseech  you,  and  listen  to  what  1  am  going  to  smg 
ud  play.'  He  did  as  she  desired  him.  Then  touching  the  lute,  and  continuing 
to  look  upon  him,  her  eyes  bathed  in  tears,  she  sang  some  verses,  made  at  the 
ioitant,  in  which  slie  keenly  upbraided  him  with  his  want  of  affection,  since  be 
cnld  so  readily,  and  e\'en  so  cruelly,  abandon  her  to  Kcrim.  She  wished  to  ex- 
Ims  bcr  sentiments  by  these  means  to  Noureddin.  without  explaining  herself 
■nbcr  to  a  tlshcminn  such  n^  Kcrim,  whom  she  knew  nut  .iny  mure  than  himself 
to  be  the  caliph.  When  she  had  finished,  she  laid  down  her  hue  by  her  side, 
ttd  put  a  handkcrcliief  to  her  face  to  conceal  (he  tears  she  nas  unable  to  restrain. 

Sourcddin  answered  not  a  word  to  her  reproaches,  and  seemed  to  express  by 
ks  silence  ttiai  he  did  not  repent  the  donation  he  had  made.  But  the  c.iliph, 
■ipriscd  at  what  he  hod  heard,  said  lo  him, "  From  what  1  sec,  sir,  this  beautihil, 
•Me,  jikd  accomplished  lady,  whom  you  have  just  presented  to  me  with  so  much 
(ttKrosity.  is  a  slave,  and  you  her  master."  "  It  is  just  so,  Kerim."  replied  Nou- 
leddin :  "and  you  would  be  more  astonished  than  you  appear  at  present,  if  I 
»ttc  to  rel.uc  to  you  all  the  inisfonuncs  I  Iwvc  sustained  on  her  account."  "Oh! 
Ftas  sir."  rcturneii  the  caliph,  always  carefully  prcscrA  ing  his  assumed  character, 
.15  to  make  me  acquainted  with  your  history." 

I,  who  had  just  been  conferring  on  him  favours  of  much  greater  im- 
pQcunvk,  was  unwilling  to  refuse  the  fisherman,  as  he  believed  him  to  be,  this 
viber  instance  of  his  good-will.    He  recounted  to  him  his  whole  history,  begin- 

^  with  tbc  purctkaseof  the  Beautiful  Persian,  m.ide  bv  the  viiior  his  father  lor 

'King  of  Bolsora,  and  omitted  nothing  of  what  he  had  done  or  suffered,  from 
tifnc  lo  his  nrrival  ai  Bagdad,  and  e\-en  to  the  very  moment  he  was  speaking. 

Mooreddin  hod  no  sooner  finished  than  the  caliph  said  to  him,  "  Where  do 
^^  intend  to  go  now  ? "  "  Where  am  I  going .' "  replied  he ;  "  why,  where  Heaven 
*ikatt  direct  me."    "  If  you  will  trust  to  me,"  ii:plied  the  cahph,"  you  will  go  no 
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farther :  it  is,  on  the  contrary*,  necessary  that  you  should  return  to  BjUaara. 
will  write  you  a  short  note,  which  you  shiill  give  the  king  from  mc.  You  will  6 
after  he  has  read  it,  he  will  reccnx  you  very  gradoualy,  and  that  no  one  »iD 
anvthiiiK  against  you." 

••Kcrim,"  replied  Nourcddin, "what  you  say  tome  is  very  extraordinarr:  nl 
c%Tr  heard  of  a  hshemi.in  like  you  corresponding  with  a  kintf  ?"     "  This 
not  to  surprise  you,"  resumed  the  caliph  ;  "  we  uuraued  our  studies  together 
the  same  masters,  and  have  always  been  the  Wit  of  fricndi  in  ihc  world. 


It  1 1  b>       I 


true,  fortune  has  not  equally  favoured  us  ;  him  she  has  made  a  ktnc^  and 
fisherman,  but  this  inequality  has  not  lessened  our  friendship,     lie  tui  ofeoi 
wished  to  take  me  out  of  my  present  condition,  and  has  urged  it  whh  aD 
kindness  imaginable.     I  am  satisJied,  however,  m  the  belief  that  he  will 
nothing  I  may  ask  for  the  good  of  my  friends.     Leave  the  aiTair  to  mc,  snd 
shall  see  ihc  consequence." 

Nnureddin  consented  to  do  what  the  caliph  desired  ;  xtA  si  tlicrr 
thinp  in  the  saloon  necessary  for  writing,  the  cahph  wrote  the  foUowm^  tetter  to 
the  King  of  Uatsura  :  on  the  top  of  which,  near  ihc  edge  of  tlie  paper.  \vt  MMed 
in  vcr>' small  characters, "In  the  name  of  the  most  merciful  Cod;"  Ul  etObHAld 
fonn  to  express  that  he  required  the  most  implicit  obedience. 

*'  Tkt  CiUipk  liaroun  Alrastkid  to  ike  Kinj^  0/  Baitara. 

"  Haroun  Alraschid.  sun  of  Mahdi,  sends  this  letter  to  Mahomed  Zm\ 
cousin.     As  soon  as  Nourcddin,  son  of  the  late  \'izicr  Khacan,  and  the  bcanri  _ 
this  letter,  shall  have  delivered  it,  and  you  have  read  its  contents,  at  that  ray 
instant  strip  yourself  of  the  ro\'al  mantle,  put  it  upon  his  shoulders,  and  TCiif& 
to  him  your  crown.     Herein  fail  noL     Faicwclt.*' 

The  cahph  fnlded  up  and  sealed  the  letter,  without  informing  Noureddin  of  >2b 
contents.    "  Take  it,"  said  he;  "go.ind  embark  without  delay:  the -vessel  wfll 
be  otf  ver^-  soon,  as  it  departs  e^-cry  day  about  this  hour  ;  you  mar  sleep  after 
)-ou  are  on  board/'     Noureddin  took  the  letter,  and  set  olT  with  only  the  litdv. 
money  he  had  in  his  pocket  at  the  time  when  Sangiar  gave  him  his  pur»c; 
the  Beautiful   Persian,  inconsolable  at  his  departure,  withdrew  to  &  »o6l, 
site  resigned  hcr^-lf  lu  the  most  poignant  grief 

Scarcely  liad  Noureddin  left  the  saloon  when  Scheikh  Ibrahim,  who  had  bees 
silent  during  the  whole  transaction,  looked  hard  at  the  ciliph,  whom  he  sCiB 
belic\'ed  to  be  the  lishcrman  Kcrim.  '*  Hark  ye,  Kerim,''  said  he,  ^yeta  dine 
here  to  bring  two  hsh,  which  at  most  were  not  worth  more  than  tirenty  piece>  ok 
copper,  and  for  them  you  have  obtained  a  purse  and  a  slave.  Uo  \-ou  imoftne 
that  you  shall  have  all  this  to  yourself?  I  declare  thai  1  will  haw  half  the  nrafits 
of  the  slave,  and  with  respect  to  the  purse,  *.how  nic  what  it  contains  :  n  it  be 
silver  you  shall  take  one  piece  of  it  fur  yourself ;  if  gold,  1  will  take  the  wboK 
and  give  you  some  pieces  of  copper  I  have  about  mc" 

"In  order  to  make  what  follows  sufficiently  intelligible"  fsaid  Sch^ienwlfc, 
heie  inierrupling  her  narration:,  *'  it  is  nccewary  to  ri-mark  that  Uie  caliph,  pn- 
vluus  to  his  carrying  the  iish  into  the  saloon,  had  ordered  the  gr:ind  vUier  U 
repair  with  all  diligence  to  the  paLice.  and  bring  back  with  him  a  dreu^  aad  iam 
of  those  ser^-anu  thai  ailcnded  his  person,  and  to  wait  on  the  other  side  of  tfce 
p;ivilion  till  he  should  strike  one  of  the  windows  with  his  hands.  The  xno' 
vider  had  acquitted  himself  of  this  commission,  and  he,  Mcsrour.  and  the  faUT 
servants  were  waning  at  the  place  ap)iointcd  till  the  signal  should  be  ftrefL  I 
ntw  return  to  my  stor^-,"*  adde^l  the  suliancss. 


The  caliph,  still  in  Uw  character  of  a  fisherman,  boldly  replied,  **  SdNtt 
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Ibdrim,  wlut  there  may  be  in  the  purse  t  know  not :  be  it  gold  or  silver,  I  will 
ibire  it  with  >'ou  wiih  all  my  heart  ;  but  with  respect  to  the  slave,  I  will  keep 
Imt  to  myseit  If  you  Are  unwilling  lo  agree  to  thc&e  conditions,  you  shall  have 
nschin^.* 

SchnUi  Ibrahim,  furious  with  rage  at  this  insolence,  u  he  deemed  it,  of  a 
fisbcmun,  snatched  up  one  of  the  porcelain  dishes  that  was  upon  the  table,  and 
dirrw  It  at  the  caliph's  head.  The  caliph  found  no  ;^at  riifi^cLlty  in  avoiding  a 
di^  thrown  b)'  a  drunken  man  ;  it  struck  the  nail,  and  broke  into  3  thousand 
pieces.  2}ChcikJ)  Ibtabim,  more  angr)*  ttian  before  frum  liavtng  missed  his  aim, 
took  the  candle  which  was  upon  tlie  table,  rose  staggeruig  from  his  seal,  and 
«tBl  down  the  back  stairs  to  tmd  a  cane. 

Tbe  cahph  pmtiltti  by  this  interval,  and  striking  one  of  the  windows  with  his 
htfidsi  the  grand  viiicr,  Mcsrour,  and  the  four  servants  were  with  him  in  an  in- 
saM,  The  servants  had  ver>'  soon  taken  off  the  fisherman's  dress,  and  put  on 
4m  Aey  had  brought.  They  had  not.  however,  quiic  linibhed.  and  were  still 
^m^tiyf^  about  the  cjliph,  who  was  seated  on  the  throne  which  he  bad  in  the 
nboft,  when  Scheikh  Ibrahim,  stimulated  by  interest,  rc-entcrcd  the  room  with 
4br]giB  cane  in  his  hind,  with  which  he  promised  himsrlf  to  give  (he  pretended 
tfJAmoan  a  good  beating.  Instead  of  nnding  the  object  of  his  wrath,  he  could 
■cmira  only  his  clothes  lying  m  the  middle  of  the  saloon,  while  he  beheld  the 
^alfh  Mated  on  his  throne,  with  the  grand  vizier  and  Mcsrour  at  his  side.  He 
Staled  at  the  sight,  scarcely  knowing  whether  he  was  awake  or  asleep.  The 
^afiph  laiighcd  at  his  surpHbc.  "  Scheikh  Ibrahim,"  said  he, "  what  do  you  want? 
"to  are  >-ou  looking  for  ? " 

The  scheikh.  who  could  no  longer  doubt   but  it  was  the  caliph  who  had  per- 

Kenin,  threw  him-.df  immediately  at  his  feet,  his  face  and  long  beard 

the  ground.     '"  Cnmmander  of  the   Faithful,"  he  cried,  **  your  vile  slave 

aded  you  ;  he  implores  your  mercy  ;   he  entreats  vour  forgiveness."    As 

'Vhe&ncndanls'had  now  finished  dressing  him,  he  said,  while  he  descended  from 

9ni  throtie.  ■'  Rise.  I  pardon  you." 

Tke  cUiph  addressed  himself  afterwards  to  the  Beautiful  Persian,  ivho  had 

'^npended   her  grief  as  soon  as  she  had    learned  that  the  garden  and  p.ivilion 

^ckamd  to  this  prince,  and  not  to  Scheikh  Ibrahim,  as  the  latter  had  pretended, 

-oaiBKtt  H  was  be  himscOf  who  had  been   dressed  as  a  lisherman.     "Beautiful 

^a^^^^,*  Mid  he,  "  rise,  and   follow  me.      After  what   vrii  have  witnessed,  you 

nerd  DAt  be  infonned  who  I  am,  and  ih.-tt  I  am  not  of  ii  rank  to  take  advanuge 

'W  Ae  present  which,  with  a  generositv-  never  equalled.  Notircddin  has  made  me 

<f  raor  persoiL     I  have  sent  htm  to  ascend  the  throne  of  Katsorn,  and  you  shall 

^ixKum  him  and  partake  of  his  honours,  as  soon   as  1  shall  have  forwarded  the 

'^kopatclies  t)ece«sar>'  for  his  full  establishment.      In  the  meantime  1  will  order 

'^viaa  apanment  in  my  poiace,  where  you  slialt   be  treated  with  all  the  respect 

~^^  to  wefl  deaerve.* 

_  Thoe  assarances  of  the  catiph  reanimated  the  hopes  of  the  Beautiful  Pcraian, 
^T  enabling  her  to  look  for  consolation  from  that  quarter  alone  whence  she  »as 
^CijifcJe  of  receiving  iL  She  was  now  fully  repaid  for  her  sffliclion  by  the  joy  she 
Jf^lhai  Notircddin,  whom  she  pasaionatclv  loved,  was  nboui  to  be  raised  to  so 
^^^  » <BpUtv.  The  caliph  did  not  fail  to  keep  his  word  with  her:  he  even  re- 
'^auutBded  ^er  to  the  cate  of  his  wife  Zobeidib,  having  previously  infonned  her 
•^3'lhebijh  proof  of  hi^  esteem  which  he  had  been  conferring  on  Noureddin. 
TW  remm  of  Nonrcddm  to  Malsnra  was  fortiinaie,  although  sooner  by  some 
™7*  than  for  his  sake  w.is  to  be  wiished.  On  his  arrival  he  saw  neither  relation 
^•^firiend,  but  went  immc<liatcly  to  the  p.ilace  t>f  the  kinjr.  whn  na-.  then  givmg 
.  "^^^Tde.  He  picrc«I  through  the  crowd,  holding  the  letter  up  in  his  band  ; 
%  ^^  "**  K^"*  *^y*  ^^^  ^^  presented  it  to  tlic  king,  who  tiwk  it,  opened,  and 
X     *'*•  «,  ibowtQg  hii  emotion  by  the  frequent  changes  in  his  countenance.     He 
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kissed  it  thrice,  and  was  iroing  to  execute  the  order,  when  it  occurred  to  him  lot 
&how  the  Iciicr  to  the  viiivr  Saouy,  the  mortal  enemy  of  Noureddin. 

Soouy,  who  had  perceived  Nourvddin,  and  was  conjectunnn  in  his  own  nund 
with  much  unxiety  what  possible  design  lie  could  have,  was  nut.  after  he  had  read 
the  letter,  le$s  surprised  than  the  king  himself.     Feeling  equally  imcrcsied  in  its 
contents,  he  discovered  in  a  moment  a  way  to  elude  him.    Pretending  not  to  have 
read  the  letter  perfectly,  and  apparently  to  peruse  it  a  second  lime,  he  turned, 
himielf  a  little  on  one  side,  as  if  to  take  advantage  of  the  light.     Then,  wiUwul 
being  perceived  by  any  one,  and  so  that  the  effect  could  not  be  seen  but  on  a  m 
near  examination,  he  tore  off  very  dexterously  the  top  of  the  letter,  conuuruns 
wcrUswhidi  expressed  ihecaliph  s  injunction  of  immediate  and  implicit  ot 
conveyed  it  to  his  muuih,  and  swallowed  it 

After  this  tierlidious  conduct,  Saouy  turned  round  to  the  king,  and  ^vidk  hn 
the  letter,  *'  Well,  sire,''  said  he,  in  a  vcr>-  low  voice,  "  what  is  your  majetty^  n 
tenlion?"  "To  do  as  the  cahph  commands  me,"  answered  Uic  king*  *'Beo 
your  guard,  sire,"  returned  the  wicked  vizier ;  "  the  writing  is  indeed  Uit  calipfc'i 
but  the  imponani  form  is  wanting."  The  king  had  before  observed  \t^  bui  in  \h* 
perturbation  he  was  in,  be  itna^ned  he  might  have  been  dccei^-ed,  sukce  it  «J 
not  now  to  be  seen. 

**  Sire,"  continued  the  vizier,  "  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  caUph  has , 
Noureddin  this  letter  in  consequence  of  the  complaints  he  has  been  urging  ag. 
your  majesty  and  me,  merely  to  get  rid  of  hi*  impwrtunity ;  for  it  is  no;  to 
imagined  that  ynu  arc  to  execute  what  it  contains.    It  is,  moreover.  •.     ' 
sidcrcd,  that  no  express  has  been  sent  with  the  patent,  without  whirl 
is  useless.   A  king  like  your  majesty  is  not  to  beaeposed  uiihout  ' 
another  claimant  may  arrive  even  with  a  forged  letter  :  thi*  pra. 
has  been  nor  ever  can  be  allowed.     Vour  majesty  may  depend  upnn  wn^:  i 
and  I  will  lake  upon  myself  the  whole  rcsponsibihty  for  what  may  be  the  i 
sequence." 

The  king  allowed  himself  to  be  persuaded,  and  gave  up  Noureddin  entireiv—  W 
the  discretion  of  the  vizier  Saouy,  who,  with  the  aid  of  a  considerable  r---  ••  ^  -aid 
him  conducted  to  his  own  house.     As  soon  as  he  arrived  ihcre,  he  re  -vhe 

bastinado  till  he  was  to  all  appearance  dead,  and  in  tins  condition  wa^ ^til 

to  a  prison,  where  he  was  contincd  in  the  darkest  and  deepest  cell,  with  %i-. 
orders  to  the  keeper  to  give  him  nothing  but  bread  and  water. 

Wlien  Noureddin,  half  dead  with  the  blows  he  had  received,  bev^n  to  re 
hU  senses,  and  saw  the  dismal  place  he  was  it;,  he  gave  way  to  the  most  tx 
lamentations,  deploring  his  unhappy  fate.    "Ah!  nshcrnun,"  cried   be,  **• 
hasi  ihou  deceived  rne  '  and  how  ready  was  I  lo  believe  thee  !  could  I  cipec 
cruel  a  return  for  the  benefits  I  had  bestowed  on  thc«?    God  bless  tbee,  nc 
theless  :  I  cin  never  lielieve  that  thy  intention  was  so  wicked,  and  I  wiU  saat 
patience  for  the  end  of  mv  woes.' 

The  unhappy  Noureddin  remained  six  whole  days  in  thli  forlorn  Aate; 

indeed,  forgotten  by  the  viiicr :  this  revengeful  mmisier  had  resolved  lo 

away  his  life  m  the  most  public  and  disgraceful  manner,  but  durst  not  aoderiM^M* 
it  on  his  own  authority.     In  orilcr  to  succeed  in  his  b;iM.*  desigtis,  he  loa  ~ 
number  of  his  own  slaves  with  rich  presents,  and  placing  hiiDself  at  iheif 
wxnt  before  tlic  king.    "  Sire."  said  he,  with  the  deepest  m.il^--  "  —  ''"'  n- 
which  the  new  king  cntrciits  your  majesty  to  accept  on  his  ac. 

The  king  fully  comprehencied  what  3aouy  wished  to  convt  ..  _     ;'f'' 

said  he,  "  is  that  wretch  still  livHng?     I  thought  you  had  takir.  c  irr  ;■<  h.  -r       ■«■ 
disposed  of."    "  .Sire,"  replied  Saouy,  "  it  is  not  in  my  dcparuncni  \.u  unlcr"  ^f 
execution  of  any  one ;  that  power  belongs  to  your  majesty."   "^  Co.  then."  i^»™ 
he,  "order  his  bead  off  immediately  ;  I  give  you  full  pcnnissioa."    "Sirt.    *■« 
&wuy,  "  I  am  infinitely  obliged  to  your  majesty  for  the  jostiw  you  do  ac^^c  « 
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N««f«ddin  Rzve  me  the  alironi  with  which  your  inajestv  n  acquainted,  in  so  public 
a  naaner,  I  request  the  favour  that  you  will  permit  the  9cnienc«  in  be  execuietl 
hrfuiB  tbe  palace,  and  that  the  cncn  may  gi>  and  proclaim  it  m  all  parts  of  the 
cttjr.  As  ul  were  witnesses  of  the  mdignity  I  received,  I  wish  all  may  witne:t& 
tlie  rcnintion."  The  Idng  grunled  his  request :  while  the  criers  m  \)criunning, 
tbrtr  duty  occasioned  a  grncMl  ^ulne»ft  through  tlie  whole  city.  The  recollection 
•till  fmh  in  their  minds  of  the  father's  vinues,  made  them  learn  wtih  indigrutioa 
that  the  ion  wai  Komj;  to  be  if^ominiau<iIy  ucriticcd  M  the  sohcitatiun,  and 
dkroagh  the  revengeful  malice,  of  the  vizicr  Saouy. 

Saauy  went  to  the  prison  in  person,  accompanied  with  twcncv  of  his  tLtves. 
miatsten  nl  his  cruelty,  lliey  led  away  Nourcddin.  and  obligea  him  to  mount 
an  lUloalcm^'  horv,  without  a  s-iddlc.  Al  »oon  u  Nourcddin  uw  himself  de- 
Uvcrtd  mto  the  bands  of  his  rnrmy,  "  Yoa  are  now  iriumphaAt,'  said  he,  "and 
^oryiay  la  the  abuM  of  your  power  ;  but  I  have  rnnhdcnce  in  these  words  con- 
Isiaal  iQ  ant  of  our  booln  :  Vnu  ^udge  unju»tty,  and  in  a  thnrt  time  you  will  your- 
self be  nidged*  The  vizier  was,  in  truth,  eitulting  in  his  heart  "  Wbat !  intolont 
wretch,  returned  he.  "dare  you  still  mwli  me?  Howe\cr.  1  piurdon  you  ;  I  care 
Dot  wha!  h.ippens  to  me,  if  l'  have  the  plctsurc  of  seeinjf  vour  head  taken  off  in 
tbe  srifht  of  aU  Balsorx  Let  me  remind  y^u  of  what  anocKcr  of  our  books  says  : 
\V*bo  regards  dying  the  day  after  the  death  of  his  enemy  ?  ' 

This  tmplacable  minister  being  now  surrounded  by  one  port  of  hii  slaves  In 
anus,  ordered  Nourcddin  to  be  conducted  belure  lum  by  the  rest,  snd  they  srt 
off  CDmnls  titM  palace.  The  people  were  on  ilic  (Mint  uf  faltms  uptm  Saouy,  and 
would  certainly  nave  stoned  nim  if  any  one  li    '      --  When  he  had 

led  NoBTcddin  to  the  upefi  spK«  before  the  p  >^'i  ;ipdnmem, 

fas  left  bixn  In  the  ti.mds  of  the  exccutiotwr, <  i.i  ....' .^^..iiciy  tn  tjie  )unr, 

who  was  already  in  his  cabinet,  eager  to  feast  hii  ej-cs  witli  the  bloody  qtectaclo 
whidb  was  jw-tn*"'.'* 

Tbe  kinf  .  1  the  slavrs  of  ilic  vtner  Saouy,  who  formed  a  lari;e  circle 

J^HfUt    NouillI-;,-!,   1    ifrcat    <li;Tirii!l\     in    rt"»trjin    llir    r»ii»il.ir^.  who  ITiadc   all 

poHJhle  cAbrti,  though  with<  n  away.     The 

rxecntifmcr  now  apprtMchnl  '■■  ,     ]  to  pardon  mc 

the  port   I   h.we  in  your  death,     i  am  i  !  cannot  avoidTdoiog  my 

duty.    If  thrrr  ()c  nnihinj:  mrire  thai  ye..  i      i- lor,  havr  tbo  good&esf  to 

prepair  "  t  id  caiiunond  mc  to  strike." 

*^ln  :  !  nu  charitable  person,"  said  the  disconsolate 

>*oareddm.  lumm^  hi>  bead  tu  tJic  rti;h[  and  left,  **  brmg  me  a  drop  of  water  to 
i|aancb  my  thirst.*  Thev  tn«tanilv  v'"*  ••'•nxr  in  a  cui>  lor  him,  and  handed  It 
towards  turn.  Tltr  'iedout  totlKcxecutioner 

ifram  tbe  window  ■  io  you  stop  for  ?  "   These 

barbarous  aiul  inh  -'■<  n  univerui  indignation,  liui  the  wb4^ 

place  rcwuiKlnl  ^.  nprecacioas  afalnst  du  minUtrr ;  whB» 

tbe  kinfc  naturalK  <t  .>i  u-.  t»  in^  auiuufity,  by  no  mcaM  BDproved  this  buklnesa 
in  his  presence,  aa  evidently  appeared  frean  Uf  tamaedtatay  crying  o«t  to  de*lr« 
tbcm  to  stojfK  He  had,  iiulccd,  another  reawn  tor  doing  so  -.  at  this  very  moment. 
dncthig  his  eyes  tonnls  a  wide  street  before  him,  whkh  led  to  ihc  [ilacc  of 
caemtioa,  be  perceived  in  the  middle  if  i<  >  ir(>..ii  of  lii.ivrinrn,  who  were  ap- 
praadting  full  speed.    "  X'iucr,"  said  I  '  look,  what  a 

that?*    Siouv.  who  suspected  what  n  'i  Il>c  fciftf  to 

E«  ti>  tlie  executioner.    "No,'  repin'  '    lo  know 

St  wii  rsemcn  are?"     It  vrt%  ihr  i,'m:i  um  suite, 

who  w  1  m  Bagdad  bv  t'  jii^i. 

To  c>,  itt-msffm  nf  tht->  tl  al  Balson,  tt  Is  twcauarrto 

ofaaerwe,  tlul  4(ic'  '  f  N£>ufLddm  with  the  caliph's  Ictcer, the  caliph 

fcrgec*  oot  only  li-  ■  for  tome  days  afkar,  to  ■end  an  cxpma  wvb 

~  M 
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the  patent,  ns  he  h.td  mentioned  to  the  nenuilfiil  Persian.  Being  soon  after  in 
the  inner  paUcc,  which  belonged  to  his  vfomcn,  passing  one  of  the  .iparrnwwi, 
Iii%  attention  was  cau^^ht  by  a  very  fine  voice,  tie  stupped.  and  had  no  uxica 
heard  some  words  which  expressed  grief  at  absence,  than  he  demanded  at  aa 
ofiiccr  of  eunuchi  who  followed  hirOf  who  the  lady  was  tliat  lived  in  that  apart- 
ment. The  olriccr  told  him  it  was  the  sLivc  bclont^n}*  lu  the  young  lord  tthca 
he  bad  sent  to  Balsora  to  be  long  in  the  room  of  Mahomed  Zinefat. 


TMS  CAUra  UMIMPKO  OF  l«OVIIUW)llf. 


"Ah  I  poor  NoureddJn,  son  of  Khacan,"  cried  the  ciliph, "  t  Kid  [nd«d  ff 
gotten  thee!    Make  haste,"  he  added. ''and  desire  them  to  ^r 
immediately."   The  minister  arrived.    **Giafar,"said  the  c.ilii»h.  ■ 
to  bcnd  the  patent,  which  was  necessary  to  confinn  Nourc  ■ 
Tlierc  is  no  time  now  to  prepare  one  :  do  yoti,  therefore.  ; 
tnd  with  some  of  your  s*r%-anu  repair  tf>  Ralsnn  with  all 

NfiurMflin  no  longer  livcii,  and  thev  h.tve  twcn  the  cause  <  .  _. 

viiier  Saouy  to  be  hanged.     If  he  is  still  aiive,  bring  him  miiK-r,  m  itit  the  lav 
vnd  the  viiier." 

The  grand  vizier  Giafar  made  no  delay,  but  mounting  his  horw  immetbacdT. 
lepanH  with  a  considerable  number  ol  the  officers  of  his  bousC:  He  wrmd 
-at  Balsora  at  the  lime  and  in  the  manner  already  mentioned.    A*  soon  *i  hs 


'  nren<x    If 
•.  order  ibe 


7^  Histoty  e/Btdtr  mjti  GiauAart. 


appeued  u  the  place  of  cxcrulicm,  cvriy  one  gave  wnv  to  nuke  room  for  him 
crjta^oat,  **A  pudon  for  NiMirrddin!"  He  fvncctded  w-ilh  hit  whole  inia  tf 
cMcr  dK  pahce,  not  altgbting  (rum  hi*  horse  till  he  an»-cd  at  ibe  ^lot  of  tK: 

Ttie  Kins  of  DalMin  rtcnllccicd  the  prime  mlnUicr  of  the  C&Iipli,  and  goutf 
OTJt  to  meet  him,  received  bun  Jl  the  entrance  of  his  aportmcni.     Tlic  iT.inil 
T^icf  deaircd  to  know  if  Nourcddin  were  yd  altvc,  and  demanded,    ' 
that  hvmlcht  be  immcdinlcly  kcnt  fur.     The  king  answered  m  the  a:'  m 

ttnd  ordered  bun  to  be  broujfht  bef<.ire  them.  He  uoo  made  fau  appcamncc.  And 
Bke  A  pnaoncr.  but  uui  immcdiaiel).  by  dnirc  of  the  pand  vuier.  Kt  nt  liberty, 
who  further  cotnnundcd  that  the  cord»  tokca  6om  Nourcddia  Uuxild  be  put  on 

Tha  gnnd  vixicr  made  a  rery  Uimi  ttajr  at  Babora,  which  be  left  the  next  day ) 
•Ml-accordrng  to  the  order  he  had  rn-rived,  look  with  him  Saouy,  ilir  King  oT 
BalMMa,  and  Nourcddm,  whom.  ival  at  Hi-'    '  '  n  ihe 

mBph      When  hr  [troceodcd  to  lunt  of  In  l.irly 

«f  we  Mate  in  wbkb  ha  foand  N<'"r'  .  ■.    ^  .x  ,^^  ,.^  ^^,,,^  ,^  ^^^  ^^ 

been  mated,  threui^  ths  ooBtwrl  anc!  '  nc  CAhph.  extremely 

ia<— »ed  at  thi»  conduct,  proposcfl  tli^i  .1. ....<...;..  >...  ...i  him^iclf  cut  otT  iJte 

ataln^  bead.      "Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  replied    Nourcddtn,  "  whatovar 


Ibii  widced  man  may  have  do 
finba^  1  fthonld  ettecm  mj-^f  ilic  m 
bandavitb  bis  btood."    The  c.ilit>)> 
4idi!iul  thv  conmoQ  ccecttuonei 
The  ckhph  «ai  de^Ifou^  of  tein 
bm  Ihe  Utter  h 
FAithM.- safd  h 
petwd  to  H] 
tsindulce  1: 
aa  laaf  m  I  Uvc 


'-■nptcd  to  do  my  Uie 
wvrt:  1  lu  Jtam  my 
rriltlin  b  t;cnerosity. 


to  rcign  there, 
(.r  of  the 

h.ii  Iiaii- 


the  hooour. 
ind  ever  wrill  In 
I  my  Avcfaiun,  ih.kt  1  venture  tn 
.me  of  an  oath  t   have  taken. 
1  Kikh  ui  place  my  whole  glory  m  tlic  p<.ii<j[iiv.in.  c  «'('  kucli 


auvkii  a*  may  n^rt  fgffKtw^  m*  fnMW  youT  iWlfeMy't  person,  if  ymi  will  grant  me 
•e««r.i'  '  I  «J  him  in  the  number  of  iJio>c  coumert 

vilA  «  lorcd  ID  htm  the  Ueautitul  J'erMan,  and 

hanowrit  nil  n,ni  -.u  jjientitui  a  lon-ine,  that  they  lired  tofeiher  dunac  the  mt 
af  their  livcc  in  the  cafovmBM  at  all  the  happincas  ibey  could  dceim. 

Whh  reigaid  to  the  Kins'  o(  Babora.  the  caljph  having  made  kim  pcrleoly 
narihta  how  nucb  tt  araa  hb  cfaitT  a&d  interest  to  be  very  arcunqwa  hi  the 
dbeicv  of  his  viaers,  tmA  him  back  to  hie  kingdom. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  BEDER.  PKJNCE  OF  PF.RSIA,  AND  OF 

(^lAUHAKE.  I'KINCESS  OF  THE 

KINGDOM  OF  SAMANUAL. 

ER5I A  is  a  pan  of  the  world  of  m  ipeei  an  csieai,  that  iuaKkM 
mooardu  did  not  a««ume  wMmm  raeaan  the  kifty  title  d  Kh^ 
of  kiagi.  Each  prrninre  which  it  ronuiiH,  WMjr  nacUof  of  ihe 
variom  kingdoms  that  had  been  added  b;r  cocMiucM.  wee  coreoMd 
by  it»  own  sowreign,  wbo  not  only  paxl  a  brre  tribote  to  thr 
supreme  pnnc«,  Uu  was  sab^  in  hi«  authoniy,  in  the  same 
the  gcntmors  of  other  kingdoms  are  to  ihe  auihflhty  m  ihdr  respcD- 
mooarchsb 

■  ^  'hctc  nughty  princes,  who  hod  begun  his  reiga  bjr  vary  fonunaia  and 

"nmests,  eontimed  to  govern  for  many  yean  whh  a  hniniai  wd 

■^uuiiijr  wkkfa  naderad  htm  the  most  i.uuwim<l  of  sovsrsignt.    Them  was 
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only  one  thing  in  whkh  he  esteemed  himseir  unfortunate :  he  was  £tr  advaaced    Mz 
in  years,  and  not  one  of  all  his  wives  had  given  a  pnnce  to  succeed  to  ibe  throne  t^ 
after  his  death.     He  had,  however,  more  than  a  hundred  nximen,  all  separately   ~^^ 
lodged  in  the  most  magniticcnt  apartments,  with  female  slaves  to  wait  upon,  and  Jt:» 
eunuchs  to  guard  Utem.     But  notwith:it<mdintf  all  his  solicitude  to  rcnoer  ibcm^-ara 
happy,  and  even  to  anticipate  their  desires,  nut  one  of  them  fulfilled  his 
expectation.     Wumen  were  brought  from  the  most  distant  countries  to  him, 
whom  he  was  nnc  runtcnt  to  pa)-  merely  the  price  demanded.  tMJt  heaped  i 
most  abundant  honours  and  benefits  u[>on  the  merchants,  to  mduce  tncm 
bring  others,  in  the  hope  that  one  of  them,  at  least,  would  bi^ar  him  a  son.   Thertv 
were  no  good  actions  ne  omitted  to  perform,  in  order  to  mitigate  the  scv-eriiy 
Heaveru     He  gave  considerable  alms  to  the  poor,  and  laiye  donations  to 
holy  men  of  his  religion,  instituting  moreover,  for  their  bcnctit,  new  fouD'  ~ 
with  a  magnificence  truly  royal,  in  order  to  obtain  by  their  praj-ers  what  be 
ardently  doired. 

Acxording  to  the  constant  usage  of  the  kings,  his  predecessors,  during 
residence  in  the  capital,  he  was  accustomed  to  hold  e\'ery  day  an  assembly 
his  courtiers,  to  which  were  added  the  ambiissadors  and  foreigners  of  di    ' 
who  attended  his  court.     The  conversiition  on  these  ixcasinns  did  not  u 
conline  itself  to  business  of  stale,  but  lumc<I  upon  the  science!^  hi&tor),Ut 
poetry,  and,  indeed,  embraced  every  topic  whirh  could  agreeably  interest 
mind.     On  one  of  these  days  a  eunuch  came  to  inform  him  thai  a  me 
who  had  just  arrived  from  a  very  remote  counir^'  with  a  slave  lh.it  he  h.id  bougi 
requested  permission  to  present  her  beforr  his  majesty.    "  I>csirc  hun  u> 
and  take  a  scat,"  said  the  king  ;  "  I  wUl  speak  to  him  as  loon  as  the 
is  over."     The  merchant  was  in  consequence  introduced,  and  placed  so 
tagcnusly,  thai  he  was  able  not  only  to  see  the  king  perfectly,  but  tu  beau 
converse  familiarly  with  those  immediately  about  his  person. 

It  was  the  custom  of  the  king  to  treat  after  this  manner  all  stnnfrcra  wbo 
occasion  to  speak  to  him  :  and  with  this  benevolent  intention,  that  beins  at 
tomed  to  his  presence,  and  witnessing  the  familiarity  and  kindness  he  uscdlH^  to 
those  about  him,  tlicy  might  obtain  confidence  to  address  him,  and  not  io^^mAj 
themselves  to  be  awed  by  the  state  and  grandeur  u-ith  which  hr  u-as  *""•"•"""        ***. 

all    "  "  ' 
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which  was  indeed  sufficient  to  repress  all  freedom  of  speech  in  person*  a 
to  such  magnificence.     He  observed  a  similar  conduct  to  ambassadors  :  he 
partook  of  their  repasts,  made  inquiries  after  their  health,  their  ioumey,  and 
pecuHarities  of  their  country ;  and  when,  by  these  means,  he  tiad  given  li 
sufficient  confidence  to  sustain  an  official   interview,  he  appointco  a  ds] 
audience. 

When  the  assembly  was  finished,  and  .ill  hut  the  merchant  had  rrtind 
prostrated  himself  bcfinc  the  throne,  his  face  to  the  earth,  praying  fortbeacc 
plishment  of  .ill  his  majesty's  desires.  As  soon  as  be  had  r.iised  himself  from 
attitude  of  submission,  the'  king  asked  him  if  it  were  he  ih.it  had  brcnti^  ■ 
him  the  slave  of  whom  he  had  been  informed,  and  if  she  were  handsome.  „. 

•*  Sirt,"  replied  the  merchant,  *'  your  majesty  has.  1  doubt  not,  many  In  ii^^™ 
slaves,  as  you  have  them  sought  for  with  so  much  care  in  every  part  i>f  thewtJ^^^*-- 
but  I  can  assure  you,  without  the  least  apprehension  of  settiDf  too  htgh  a  »-  y^ 
upon  her  mhom  1  have  to  dispose  of.  that  you  have  never  seen  one  that 


eh 


compared  »ilh  her,  cither  in  puint  of  beauty,  figure,  cipttvatJOg  manntf*, 
Hmenis  of  which  she  is  mistress."   "  Where  b  she?"  ncfiU 
king.    '•  Let  her  be  brought  to  me."    "  Sire,"  answered  the  tnerdutfii. 


various  accomplishmeni! 


in  ciiargc  with  .in  nflicer  f>e]onging  to  your  eunuchs.     Your  majesty  ttia]r»  If   .'"■ 
please,  command  her  appearance  instantly." 

The  slave  was  intrtiduced.      The  kini^.  immediately  Oft  9ecniC  her,  btOi"^ 
charmed  with  her  fine  figure  and  graceful  manner.    He  then  cnicrrd  hit  fS^te^ 


T^  HiiHry  //  BtAr  mJ  CitnA^ri. 
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Khilhcr  the  merchant  ami  Mime  of  the  atlendanl  cunurh*  follovrvd  him.  The 
aUve  tud  on  a  veil  »( red  uiin.  worked  with  koM.  which  <  t>n<'c:ilt^  h«r  face;  on 
Uie OMrcbanik  rcmovm)*  11,  i)ie  Km)*  of  rertij  Dehei-'  lu  »uriuiM«d  tati 

faesMtyall  hrilKn  poivo^d.or  hadcvcrsecn.    He  in>t  ■  jhc  pAuloruudgr ' 

la  love  with  her,  And  in(|uired  of  the  Tncrchant  the  price  he  titol  upon  bar. 

"  SifT,*  replied  thr  rrrrrh.'.nt.  "  I  jjavr  tn  the  pcrwm  of  whom  I  pumhascd  her 
«  ihouuid  piccr  'hat  I  have  expended  an  equ«]  «um  in 

the  three  yr^ir^  I !  nuy  to  your  mart    It 'hie^  not  lieeunie 


ine  t<-  ' 

II  !■*  ni';  ■  ; 
J  dt*t4r.i-c 

|-C»"riir  'I'll  ■ 

■'S]:v      r    ■ 

m.i)e^t\  ii.iil 


[itiLt  Id  V.I  ^aal  J  piuiff  ;    1  eiUrcAt,  if  il 
ni  III  her."   ''I  am  much  obh^rd  tn  \fiii,"  rr 


rrfuMi  )0«r  Mtrr.il  ro  '•iiu»ch'-r,  ti. 
in)  f.iiri  .  iinntr\,  and  m  «hatcv<r  1 
iu:il  111  tlir  iiiciihAnl :  but  bcfut< 
cliifhcil   !'V  li'    111  .ii""lv*i  iirtlcr  ill 
The  W.i 


«h.ill 


'  vour 
,  '•  biit 

orders  that  you  aotf^ 

1  h.Lvc  been  extremely  hAiipy  if  your 
i  rvw.trdmt;  mc ;  but  1  presume  not  to 
1  fail  to  pfocLiini  vour  ^rncrutiiy  in 
iniy  ch4nce  to  krvcI."  "I'hc  »um  wa» 
iiew  from  the  lunj;'s  presence,  be  was 
-'lilt  brocade. 


lodged  in  ihe  most  maenificent 
■i  jpproprutcd  to  the  royal  use. 
Hr  ^)'^*'\uu-i  .1  t:i-  I'  iK'riv  nmirons  And  other  female  tlavet  to  u.iit  upon  htTa 
Mbr^m  he  {>rderr<l  t<>  i~-n>l>ict  her  to  the  baih,  and  to  dre»  her  in  the  must  ttwc- 
I  nUiccnt  habit  tbc>'  rouid  possibly  obtain.  'They  were  instnicted  .ilso  to  pronuc 
I  die  RXMt  bc^itifui  pcdrl  necklaces,  and  dtatnontls  and  other  prcaous  uones 
I        of  the  highest  value,  in  order  thai  the  bcifclf  ini^jhi  chuotc  uich  tu  sbe  most 

L         ADWDVCdb 

^^K    Tbe  matrona.  her  ■.*:■.'  ^^ho  h.id  no  ollter  view  than  to  please  •' 

^^■Vvre  themselves  slrn  [ntiatmn  when  they  beheld  ^uch  ct,' 

^^Waniy,  lletnj;  pcrfcciiv  >«riicd  m  their  bufincss,  "Sir*,"  said  the)',  "ii  vuiir 
I  majcMT  will  have  patlenne  to  Knnt  us  only  three  dayi,  we  ctt|{ai^  10  moon  u» 
I  tmprovcin  the  coarse  -'  -*-  -  '  ~ne.tbe  lady^  nppeanince, that  you  shall  acaredy 
kmnr  her  aKain."  Tht  ^  very  unwilling  to  be  10  long  depmred  of  the 

plcAHuc  of W  »f>""'  ■  'tcir  request.  "  I  agree,*  sidd  he,  "  an  comtitioci 

llut  ym  puctn-'  imiM." 

Tlw capital  of     -^  ^    :  i^rsia  H-a^  utunted  on  an  iiland,  and  his  palace. 

^tch  wai  exircmcly  (uperb,  was  bu Ji  on  it«  ^hore    The  apMfltnent  of  the  Ichif* 

and  abo  that  of  the  beautiful  liave,  suiiatcd  ne^t  the  Ua^t,  commanded  a  view 

of  the  lea,  winch  rolled  it5  ma)cstic  waves  to  the  fiiot  of  ihr  wnlls. 

At  the  cad  t)f  three  da>»  ilio  beeuuhil  slave,  must  toagnmrently  adorned,  was 

tipoB  a  tofa  alone  in  her  chamber,  mtlag  hm  ttm  on  one  it  the  windows. 

opened  towards  the  sea,  when  the  Uof^  infDnPwl  that  ahc  wma  prcparrd 

CB  ncerte  hinv  entrrrd  the  room.     Her  aneation  Mac  draws  by  a  Ibotaltp 

AMneot  Crum  ih.it  of  her  female  attendantSt  the  bnmMralcly  itmwd  her  head 

la  MC  who  It  was  that  approached  ber.     On  perceivins  the  kinf  the  testified  not 

the  Icait  •urprisc,  nor  did  she  rise  from  her  seat  tu  receive  him  wi^  any  toarhs 

of  ooanny,but,ai  if  be  were  a  penen  the  most  indiflercnt  to  her,  the  cotttened 

in  the  aame  pot  tute  ai  beCore. 

The  King  at  Pcnua  was  exceedingly  astonished  to  sec  a  ilsvc  of  «o  morh 
facMrty  and  of  such  graceful  deportment,  who  .^ppejred  10  know  to  htile  of  the 
caMnns  of  the  world.  He  atmboied  this  defect  to  the  bad  etSneation  she  had 
received,  and  to  the  little  care  whirh  had  been  taken  to  inatnict  ber  in  the  rale* 
of  gmd  manners.  He  advanced  towards  her  as  far  aa  the  window,  when,  not* 
wMMUndtQK  the  cold  careleaa  manner  in  which  she  had  jnu  recenred  hhn,  sh* 
dM  not  prevent  him  from  viewing,  admirioc  cnrtarinf,  tad  even  enhndaf  hm 
M  mtch  as  he  wished. 
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In  Ae  midst  of  these  delights,  the  monarch  psnsed  x  mofnent  to  look  u  btn 
"My  dearest  love,  my  chamimg,  my  enchanting  creature,"  exclaimed  he,  wnh 
cnihimasm,  "icll  me,  I  entreat,  from  whence  you  come?  Who  andwbereare 
those  happy  parents  who  ha%'e  ^vcn  to  the  world  mj  aatonishin];  u  proof  of  pccfec- 
iion  as  appears  in  you  ?  How  1  love,  and  will  ever  love  you  '.  Never  have  [  fcU 
for  any  woman  what  I  feci  for  you  ;  although  I  h;ivc  seen,  and  continue  e^e^y  ,^ 

day  to  see,  great  numtwrs  of  your  sox,  I  nave  never  beheld  such  a  blaie  of  ^^fekf 
charms,  channs  which  make  me  entirely,  devotedly  yours.  My  dearest  love,"  be  — ^f 
added, "  will  you  not  answer  me  ?  Will  you  not  deign  lo  aflford  some  testimony  -"^^  y 
that  you  are  sensible  to  the  many  proofs  1  )^vc  you  of  my  excessive  lover  You 
do  not  even  turn  your  eyes  to  allow  mine  the  pleasure  of  meeting  them,  and 
convincmg  you  that  it  is  impossible  to  feel  more  ntfcction  than  I  feel  fur  you. 
Why  do  you  continue  a  silence  that  chills  my  &oul  i  Why  do  you  appear  m 
serious,  or  nitlicr  so  melancholy  a  state,  which  causes  me  so  much  aiHiction? 
Do  you  lament  the  toss  of  country,  of  parents,  or  of  friends?  Cannot  a  King  ofS 
Persia,  who  toves,  who  adores  you,  };ivc  you  consolation,  and  supply  the  place  ate 
everything  else  that  the  world  affords?" 

Whatever  protestations  of  love  the  King  of  Persia  could  make,  and  wlute«Cf« 
he  could  say  to  induce  her  to  speak,  the  slave  still  preserved  the  same  cold 
hfeless  demeanour  :  willi  her  eyes  always  ftxcd  on  the  ground,  she  never 
to  cast  a  single  look  on  tlie  king,  and  her  mouth  remained  closed  in 
silence. 

The  King  of  Persia,  delighted  at  having  made  so  valuable  an  actfuisition, 
not  press  her  further,  in  hopes  that  the  kind  treatment  he  tneant  to  show 
would  produce  a  change.    He  flapped  his  hands,  and  immedutely  several  fesnale^»f 
entered,  whom  he  ordered  to  provide  supper.    As  soon  .-is  it  was  prepared.  •*  M  W^ 
love,"  said  he  to  the  slave,  "  come  this  way  and  lake  your  sunpcr  wttn  me."    Sh«^) 
rose  from  the  place  where  she  was  sitting,  and  when  she  haa  pUccd  heneif  o^ 
positc  the  king,  he  sen-ed  her  before  he  l)cgan  to  cat  anything  himseH,  obscn  i.-»  i 
the  same  attention  vsiih  respect  to  every  dish  that  was  uroughtun  the  tjlile.    Tirt 
slave  partook  with  him  of  the  enicnainment,  but  always  with  downcast  eyT% 
without  replying  a  single  syllable  to  his  frequent  inquiries  whether  tlie  «ll 
were  such  as  she  approved. 

In  order  to  change  the  discourse,  the  king  inauired  her  name;  If  sho  w.-^m 
pleased  with  her  dress  and  jewels  ;  what  she  thougnl  of  her  apartment ;  wbctbrtf' 
she  approved  the  furniture ;  and  if  the  view  of  the  sea  afforded  her  any  atnu^ 
mcnt :  but  to  all  these  questions  she  made  no  replv.    'I  he  king,  not 
what  to  think  of  such  invincible  silence,  at  length  imagined  thai  she  mtttt 
really  dumtx    "  Uut,"  said  he  to  himself,  "  is  it  possible  that  (.K)d  should 
formed  so  beautiful,  so  perfect,  so  accomplished  a  creature,  and  have  hft  H 
with  so  great  a  defect  ?     It  would  indeed  be  a  sad  misfortune  i  but,  be  tl  as* 
may,  I  cannot  cease  from  loving  her." 

When  the  kmg  rose  from  ublo,  he  retired  lo  one  side  of  the  room  in  onk^ 
wash  his  hands,  while  the  slave  was  washing  hers  at  ihe  other.    He  availed  h  «^F  Utah 
self  of  this  opponunit)'  to  inquire  of  the  women  who  presented  tlie  basin  s        *tad 
napkin,  if  she  had  spoken  to  them.    "Sire,"  said  one  of  ihrm,  who  replifd 
the  rest,  **  we  have  not,  any  more  than  )-our  majesty,  heard  her  utter  a  sn 
Syllable.    We  have  attcndtxl  her  at  the  bath,  we  have  waited  on  her  in  her 
Mr,  have  dressed  her  head,  and  .issistcd  in  puitmg  on  her  appuircl,  but  she 
never  opened  her  lips  to  say  that  she  was  5.-itisfied  with  our  attention.    We 
her  if  she  wanted  anything;  if  there  was  nnything  she  wished  os  to  dr>:  tlur-    ^Jmt 

were  ready  to  obey  her  commands.     Wliethcr  it  l»e  owing  to  r  ■'T »». 

stupidity,  or  that  she  is  absolutely  dumb,  we  are  wholly  ignor-i  n       «^ 

assure  your  majesty  that  we  have  never  been  able  lo  draw 
r«roKL" 


Tlic  King  of  Penu  was  more  than  evtr  surprised  at  nliat  he  now  beard.  As 
be  beUerco  ihc  *lavc  to  be  under  the  pressure  of  some  ^^vcrr  .iffliciiun,  he  used 
tirtfy  meAns  tn  his  power  to  «ooiht  her  ;  amongtt  oil  i  he  t^ve  a. 

httQ  U>  the  UdiM  of  hit  paLtce.     .Such  m  were  able,  ci>  inpbinjr  by 

Uwir  musicjil  performances  on  various  instruments  i  the  rcM  cilhci  twtg  or 
daactd,  and  komciunes  the>-  all  amused  themselves  tof^ether.  At  other  ttin» 
llwy  pUyed  at  luch  eamcs  as  were  known  to  be  agreeable  to  the  \uag.  The 
b«ntiful  tbve  alone  look  no  part  in  their  pleasures  :  she  mnamctl  In  the  sama 
pbce*  ber  eyes  oooMmiiUy  bod  on  the  graoDd,  and  with  t  »c«miiw  tnnqtuUitjr 
wlucfa  wa>  DOC  kM  aalonuhbig  to  the  taaie«  than  to  die  king  hioudC  They  re- 
und  «««y  one  to  thdr  room,  while  the  king  alone  remained  with  the  beautUiol 


Thsntitt  dny  the  Kinj;  of  Persia  wn-  ; -■'■~^scd  than  he  had  ever  been  with 

any  other  fiemalc  he  h^ti  hitherto  sect  ■  m  lov-e  with  the  beautiful  sJave 

ifatnoo  the  preceding  day.     He  did  i.-.^  i >  nuke  known  his  atTe-ciion  ;  In 

short,  he  resolved  to  ati«ch  himself  altogether  to  this  Udy.  and  he  kept  hit  rc- 
lOMoii.  On  th«  lamo  day  he  disntisscd  all  hu  other  Udiei,  prctentirtj;  them 
«Wl  dN  rich  dfllll,  jewels,  and  other  articles  of  value,  m  which  they  wa«  IC- 
CMaomed  lo  appear,  and  gave  tocachof  thcm.bcsulcs,a  torvc  sum  of  money,  and 
penniaaoB  to  marry  wbeoevcr  they  pleased,  retaining  ooly  the  matrons  and  other 
aged  lonales,  whose  attendance  was  necessary  oa  the  beautiful  slave.  For  the 
ipace  of  a  year  he  h  jd  not  the  r:on^)l.ition  of  lieairing  her  utter  a  single  wonl ; 
Mdid  not,  bowc%er,  remit  in  the  least  of  his  assiduities,  but  with  dtl  the  com- 
pUmUKM  buffinable  continued  to  give  her  the  moat  signal  proofs  of  his  ardtnt 

A  year  had  pawed  away  when  tlie  kifi^'.  sitlini;  one  day  by  the  •' '      *  " "  - 
beloved  fair,  wartiiiy  protested  t"  hrr  ih.ti  Kli  love,  in^lc.id  of  dimini-^l 
iTTeaaed.     "  My  queen,''  said  be,  "  I  cannot  guess  what  nasuH  in  your  numl  un 
tfaa  nb^ct ;  nothin};,  however,  is  more  true  than  what  1  now  ■olamnly  fl««ar. 
ibat  1  BaT«  not  kro»'n  wliat  it  n  to  form  a  wish  since  1  hive  had  the  happiiwH 
of  poaeasiag  you.     My  kingdom,  grtal  and  powerful  as  it  is  in  my  estimation, 
la  of  MO  value  when  I  hav-c  the  nleaaure  of  seeing  ymi,  and  of  telling  you  a  ihou- 
■umI  ttncs  a  day  how  much  I  love  vou.     1  do  not  wish  you  to  give  fiiilh  to  my 
woedl  Qcdy,  bat  surely  you  cannot  doubt  it  after  my  hanng  made  a  lacrifice  to 
year  duunu  of  all  the  numcroni  fernala  who  woe  reikUng  in  my  palace.    Yoa 
mav  remember  tluit  a  year  hai  paued  away  tince  I  diimiMcd  them  all :  .ind  1 
ai  Dttle  repent  at  this  mumcnt  of  wh.it  I  have  done,  at  I  did  at  the  ini' 
them  away,  nor  sluU  1  e*ei  rriirnt  nf  ir.    Nothing  %vvuld  be  wanting  !■  ■ 
taciiai),ny  happineaa,or  ni'-  '  you  but  utter  a  single  wot<: 

me  that  yoa  are  leniible  ol  ■  Hut  how  can  ym  ;;?  u>fy 

if  yoa  are  really  dumb  >  j\Lu  !  1  am  tuo  much  a/raid  ilut!  - 
benr  can  I  avoid  cntcrtaininf  such  fears,  when,  after  the  I.: 
every  day  of  which  I  have  entrratrd  yoa  a  thooiand  lanes  u>  ^pc^  il>  me, 
yoa  itill  prcaerTO  so  distressing  a  silence.*  If  it  be  impoaaible  that  I  can  attain 
lliis  hoMnneai,  may  Heaven  at  lean  grant  thai  voa  may  give  meawmto  tucoeed 
nc  m  the  throne.  I  cver^  tt^y  perceive  myseU  growinK  oliler.  and  even  at  lb* 
pMMM  time  I  have  occasion  for  some  one  to  a*si«t  me  in  sustaining  the  fatlfW 
of  pwu'ameot.  Again  do  I  recur  lo  the  ardent  desire  I  have  to  hear  >oa  sfiwc. 
toflhlt  lehbpcn  10  me  that  you  ate  not  abaoluttlv  dumbi  For  1  leaven's  sake, 
dawM  madam,  I  conjure  you  put  an  cod  to  tbta  long  leaerve ;  spade  to  me  a. 
•ingle  word,  and  let  me  die  content' 

At  this dbcour«*  the  beautiful  slave.  who.accardingiabcrca8>aai,had  IfaHMd 
to  (be  k^f  with  downcsst  eves,  and  who,  from  uniform  manner,  bad  gives  kan 
neaoa  to  suspect  not  only  inat  she  was  dumb,  but  th.tt  she  hxa  never  laiagbed 
fai  her  lilr,  simerod  her  countenance  to  be  lUummctl  with  a  smile.     Tbe  Kia(«( 
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Persia  perceived  it  with  surprise,  which  occnaioncd  him  to  burst  out  into  aa  ci- 
clmuaiion  of  deh^ht ;  and  as  he  doubled  not  that  slie  was  £oir:i;  :<i  ifj-Ak.  be 
waited  the  moment  with  the  musi  hvtly  ailcntion  and  inexprcs 

The  beautiful  slave  nt  length  put  a  period  to  her  long  silence.  .  irr. 

"  I  have  so  many  things  to  tell  )-our  majesty,  now  thai  1  have  broken  my  %iiamt%^ 
lliat  I  know  not  where  10  begin.  I  believe,  however,  that  it  ts  my  bnx.  dotf  lo 
lank  jTNi  for  all  the  favours  and  honours  you  have  heaped  on  me  so  abundanthr. 
ind  to  beg  of  Heaven  to  make  you  prosperous,  and  to  avert  from  \-oa  all  iIm  ut 
intencions  of  your  enemies  ;  and  permit  you,  instead  of  dying  after  harinx  faBVd 
me  speak,  to  lead  a  long  and  happy  life.  After  this,  sire,  1  caniM>c  1  concern. 
give  you  greater  satisfaction  than  by  informing  you  that  I  hope  to  pretcnt  jw 
witli  an  heir  to  your  throne.  I  wi^h  with  you  that  it  may  be  a  son.  Wbst  I  MK 
more  to  say,  sire,"  added  she,  "  i^n  this  ;1  entrcnt  your  tr        -  pcudOQ  !■; 

sincerity! ;  ihat  were  it  nut  for  the  event  of  which  1  have  jn  ■  -  jfoa,  1  haa 

resolved  never  to  lo%'c  you,  and  to  maintain  a  perpetual  sn^iivi. .  tkiA  lb*t  « 
present  I  love  you  as  much  .is  becomes  me-" 

The  Kin^  of  Persia,  enchanted  to  hear  her  speak,  and  to  remve  infomaliMi 
which  so  highly  interested  him,  tenderly  embraced  her.  **  Dearest  li^i  of  Hry 
eyes,"  said  he.  "  I  cannot  suppose  so  great  a  happiness  as  you  bektov  open  nc 
"^ou  have  spoken,  and  you  have  declared  yourself  about  to  fultit  the  denm 
wish  of  my  life.  I  scarcely  know  what  or  where  1  am,  after  two  such  anctpccttd 
causes  of  <lclight.'' 

The  King  of  Persia,  in  the  excess  of  his  joy,  said  nothing  more  to  tbc  bcmdiil 
slave  :  he  left  her,  but  in  a  manner  that  made  it  sufficiently  apparrot  ikat  V 
meant  K>on  to  return.  Desirous  that  the  cause  of  his  happiness  might  be  mdc 
puUic,  be  announced  it  to  his  officers  :  and  having  summoned  hi»  grand  riner. 
he  gave  him  orders  to  distribute  a  hundred  thousand  pieces  iff  goM  MiMm^si  ilr 
ministers  of  religion  who  had  made  a  vow  of  uoveity.  the  \--    ■■  ■•\\\  the  pnw, 

.and  in  other  acts  of  munilicencc  ;  all  of  which  was  puncii<  ned  b^  the 

I  minister. 

This  order  being  given,  the  King  of  Per»a  returned  to  the  beautiful  slave 
"  Madam,'  said  he,  "  pardon  me  for  leaving  you  so  abruptly,  you  yourself  iroR 
the  occasion  of  it ;  but  permit  me  to  defer  my  explanation  till  another  time,  as  I 
am  very  anxious  at  present  to  learn  from  you  some  things  of  tbc  greatest  inipan- 
ancc  to  me.  Tell  mc,  I  entreat  you,  what  motive  can  possibly  have  Opcond 
with  you  so  strongly,  that  havmg  seen  mc,  heard  me  spealc.  eaten,  aod  li««d  willi 
me  for  a  twelvemonth, you  could  preserve  so  unshaken  a  tesulution,  I  do  noisy 
of  not  opening  your  hps,  but  of  not  even  permitting  me  to  know  whether  vm 
I  understood  n  single  word  I  addressed  to  you.  This  .istonisltcs  me.  as  1  cattOM 
Conceive  how  you  could  possibly  put  so  great  a  restraint  upon  your^lL  The 
fcause  must  be  something  \ery  extraordinary." 

To  satisfy  the  king's  curiosity,  this  beautiful  wortian  replied:  **Suv,  lobKi 
slave,  to  be  far  removed  from  one's  country,  to  have  lost  all  hope  of  ever  i 
ing  thither,  to  have  a  heart  pierced  with  grief  at  seeing  myself  separated  fori 
from  my  mother,  my  brother,  my  relations,  and  my  acquaintance,  wen*  motim 
sufficiently  urgent  to  produce  that  silence  which  has  appeared  to  yoor  nnjcKy 
so  strange.     The  love  of  onc'»  tx>untr\'  i;.  not  leiis  natural  ihan  the  Io»e  erf  OM) 

E rents  ;  and  the  loss  of  liberty  is  insuiiporuble  to  every  one  who  h^k  seoie  ts 
ow  its  value.  The  body  mny  indeed  ne  subjected  to  the  authority  of  a  mutt* 
who  has  force  and  poii-er  in  his  hands,  but  the  will  ran  never  be  subdued  :  that 
remains  ever  the  same.  Your  majesty  has  seen  on  instance  of  it  in  me.  It  u 
some  merit  to  have  followed  the  example  of  many  of  those  wretched  persaas  of 
both  sexes,  whom  the  love  of  hbeny  has  reduced  to  the  mclancholjr  retotadoa  (/ 
seeking  death  in  a  thousand  ways,  by  the  exercise  of  that  freedom  which  noaa  otf 
,  lake  away." 


*  Madam,"  replied  the  King  of  Persin,  "  I  am  fiilTy  con^nc**!  of  whar  jtw  »ay, 
bat  sdU  il  appcan  tu  me  th.it  a  person,  bc.intifiil  .in'd  acmmplished.  of  excellent 
RBie  md  teUKd  understanding,  in  short,  with  such  qualities  as  you  possess,  who 
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has  been  reduced  by  ilt  fortune  to  a  state  of  $laver>',  mijcht  think  herself  lojipf 
in  finding  a  king  for  her  master." 

"  Sire,  replied  the  Udy,  "  though  fortune  may  decline  me  to  be  a  slave,  jtt. 
(ts  1  have  just  now  said  lo  your  majesty,  the  will  is  not  to  Iw  subdued,  noc  e*ai 
by  roynl  authority.  But  you  were,  I  admit,  speaking  nf  a  nbve  rap^bte  of  pkas- 
ing  a  monarch,  and  of  makln);  herself  beloved  by  him  :  if  the  tilave  is  of  •»  infenor 
condition  as  to  be  infinitely  raised  by  royal  notice,  I  will  readily  admil  l&u 
she  may  pos&ibly  thmk  herself  happy  in  the  midst  of  her  calamity.  ItuX  after  aS, 
'what  is  her  happiness  i*  She  cannot  but  consider  herself  as  a  slave  torn  froniW 
farms  of  her  parents,  and  purhapii  from  the  embraces  of  a  lover,  whom  dmiof  ber 
whole  life  she  can  never  cease  to  lament.  But  if  we  are  to  suppose  thai  thii  alan 
is  in  no  respect  inferior  to  the  king  u'ho  ha'j  obtained  her,  yuur  majesty  auicastb 
conceive  the  riguur  of  her  destiny,  how  sc\crc  must  be  her  misetj,  how  cttima. 
her  affliction,  and  what  resolutions  she  may  be  able  to  maintain." 

The  King  of  Persia  was  astonished  at  what  he  heard.  "  What ! "  replied  W. 
"madam, is  it  possible, as  your  conversation  leads  mc  to  think,  that  you  younet/ 
are  of  royal  descent?  For  Heaven's  sake,  clear  this  matter,  and  do  rwH  futlker 
augment  my  impatience.  Tell  mc,  who  arc  the  happy  parents  who  gave  gatwnce 
to  such  a  prodii^'  of  charms  ?  «vho  arc  your  brothers,  )-our  sisters^  )'uur  rttotftm, 
and  abovx  .all  things  tell  mc  what  is  your  name  ?■ 

"Sire,"  replied  the  beautiful  slave,  "my  name  is  Culnari  of  the  Ocean  i  tay 
father,  who  is  dead,  was  one  of  the  most  powerful  k<n]7s  of  the  sea.  At  his  ooath 
he  left  his  kingdnm  to  my  brother,  named  Sateh,  and  to  the  queen  my  mother. 
My  mother  was  a  princess,  beinj;  the  daughter  of  .iiioiher  vcr>-  powerful  ld4K  •• 
the  sea.  We  were  living  in  our  kin;?dom  with  jjrcat  tranquillity  and  in  the 
pmfound  peace,  when  an  enemy,  envious  of  our  h.ippmcs33,  invaded  our 
with  an  iniincnse  army,  and  penetrated  even  to  uur  capit.il.  of  which  ha 
nude  himself  m.aster.  Wc  had  indeed  scarcely  time  to  save  our^vcs,  bjr  wtth- 
dni\vin];  to  a  place  of  \'ery  diriicult  access,  and  of  almost  inipenctnibic  >ecreg;, 
whither  wc  were  attended  by  some  faithful  officers,  who  would  not  abandoa  ua, 

"  My  brother  was  not  nei^i>icnt  in  this  retreat ;  he  pndeavinired  lo  dtvovcr.  U 
posiiblc,  some  means  by  which  he  might  expel  this  unjust  usurper  of  his  authonty. 
Lluring  this  intcr\'al  he  one  day  took  mc  aside.  '  Sister,'  said  he  in  the  vvm 
serious  manner,  *thc  e\ent  of  the  most  trivial  enterprises  is  ever  uncertain  ;  I  ma; 
pos!iibly  fail  in  the  execution  of  a  scheme  I  have  lon^  meditated  for  the  rec<w<f) 
of  my  kin;jdom.  I  shall,  however,  be  Ics:>  concerned  on  my  own  accotiiii  than  at 
the  misfortunes  which  may  befall  you.  To  guard  against  disasters,  and  to  pdl 
you  in  a  situation  of  security.  I  .im  .vixious  to  see  vou  married  before  I  make  «iy 
attempt ;  but  in  the  forlorn  state  in  which  i^ur  aflairs  now  are,  i     '  i  w^ry 

possible  tliat  you  should  be  united  to  any  prince  of  the  sea.    I  >^  old  be 

prevailed  on  to  adopt  my  opinion,  which  is,  that  you  should  m  .  priiKc 

of  ihc  earth  ;  I  am  ready  to  give  you  every  assistance  in  my  [•-  -h  the 

beauty  you  possess,  I  am  confident  there  is  not  one  atnon)f8t  ih^j..  ^,,.,  «iU  &«t 
be  dclijjhlcn  to  share  with  you  his  crown.' 

"This  propnsiil  of  mv  brother  excited  my  extreme  indigniition.  '!lroth«r.*«U 
I. '  I,  as  well  as  yourself,  both  on  the  father's  and  molherS  >i(tc.  am  do^cndcil 
ftxim  kings  and  queens  of  the  sea,  who  have  never  condescended  lu  an  ^niiw 
with  the  Icings  of  the  earth.    I  have  no  desire  any  more  tlian  thcy  to  make  adi»- 

faccful  conncrtion,  and  I  took  a  lirm  resolution  not  to  do  «i  fmm  the  momeDt 
atuiined  sufficient  knowled^-e  lo  iJerccive  the  grandeur  and  antiquity  o^  eor 
house  The  state  to  which  wc  ,ire  now  reduced  will  not  mdur?  me  tn  rSi-i:« 
my  purpose  :  .ind  if  you  should  unhappily  die  in  the  exc  m  ! 

am  rcaay  to  perish  with  you,  rather  than  [0  follow  a  counsel  I 
you  would  nivc.' 

"My  brother,  strongly  preposicucd  in  favour  of  hts  schanev  bowsvcr  bd> 
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It  wu  to  me,  went  on  to  represent  that  there  witre  many  kings  of  the 
«anh  «bo  were  not  at  all  inferior  to  those  of  the  sea.  This  put  me  inio  an  ex- 
p'«n»e  n^c,  and  urged  me  to  such  passionate  renionscninces  as  drew  some 
■t\-cTiiic4  from  him,  which  pierced  mc  to  the  soul.  He  departed  as  tittle  satisfied 
with  me  as  1  wa*  with  him.  In  my  paroxysm  of  anger  I  darted  &om  the  bouom 
Oif  the  sea.  and  continued  my  way  to  the  Island  of  the  Moon. 

"  Not»ithsunding  the  piercing  sorrow  which  had  induced  me  to  throw  myself 

Tt|)on  this  island,  I  lived  tolerably  content,  taking  care  to  withdraw  myself  into 

t^e  most  retired  situations.     My  precautions,  however,  did  not  avail :  a  tnan  of 

itOKkC  distinction,  accompanied  by  nis  scn-anis.  surprised  me  while  I  was  sleeping, 

And  brought  rae  away  with  him.    He  expressed  a  gn:;i:  deal  of  love,  and  neglected 

ihing  to  persuade  me  to  accede  to  his  wishes.   When  he  found  that  he  };ained 

"  ing  by  gentle  means,  he  imagined  that  he  should  succeed  belter  by  force  ;  1 

however,  made  him  repent  of  his  insolence  ;  then  he  resolved  to  dispone 

me^  and  in  consequence  sold  me  to  the  merchant  who  brought  me  to  your 

y.    This  merchant  was  a  prudent,  gentle,  humane  man,  and  in  the  very 

iouriKy  which  he  made  me  take,  gave  me  no  [decision  to  speak  of  him  but 

ttfms  of  sincere  commendation. 

"Aft  to  what  regards  your  m-^jesty,"  continued  the  Princess  Gulnar6.  "if  you 
had  luH  shown  me  all  those  obliging  attentions,  if  you  had  not  given  me  so  many 
nwarki  of  your  affection,  with  a  sincerity  which  left  no  room  for  doubt,  when 
without  bcaitation  you  dismissed  all  your  women,  1  will  not  affect  to  conceal  that 
1  &ul  folly  intended  not  to  continue  with  >'ou.    I  should  have  thrown  myself  into 
Kfete  sea  through  tlut  window  where  you  addressed  ine  when  you  first  visited  me 
Uk  ny  apanmctit,  and  should  have  gone  lo  seek  my  brother,  my  mother,  and  my 
rcMlions.    I  persevered  for  a  considerable  lime  in  this  intention,  and  would 
"y  have  executed  it,  if  after  a  certain  time  1  had  lc»st  all  hope  of  being  a 
,    Id  the  state  1  am  now  in,  I  have  wholly  relmquishcd  tlie  idea,  as  nothing 
Bay  to  my  mother  and  my  brother  would  mducc  ihcm  to  believe  that  X 
,  been  the  slave  of  a  king  like  yotir  m.ijestv  ;  but  they  would  for  ever  upbraid 
with  having  made  a  voluntary  sacrifice  of  my  honour.     This  being  the  case, 
:,  whether  it  may  be  a  pnncc  or  princess  which  I  may  bring  into  the  world,  it 
J  be  k  conMani  pledge  to  your  majest>-  of  my  never  leaving  you.     I  only  hope 
^^^fcat  you  will  cease  to  consider  me  as  a  slave,  and  regard  me  as  a  princess  wA, 
^^*»w«thy  of  your  alliance." 

^^k^  It  wa«  in  these  terms  that  the  Princess  Gulnar^  made  herself  and  her  history 
^^Tr^— -  "  •■■  the  King  of  J'crsia.  "  My  charming,  my  adorable  princess,"  exclaimed 
^•x.  Ii.  '"what  wonders  have  1  heard  ;  what  ample  matter  tocxcitc  curioiitv, 

._.  .  .l-icc  mc  lo  overwhelm  you  with  questions  in  regard  to  things  so  wholly 
!      (tui  tirst  Jet  me  thank  you  for  your  goodness,  and  the  p.itiencc  you  have 
n  in  w^ting  for  the  proofs  of  my  sincere  and  unalterable  love.     I  did  not 
ink  it  possible  to  love  more  than  I  have  loved  you  ;  yet,  since  I  have  been  in- 
irut  yuu  are  so  great  a  princess,  I  adore  you  a  thousand  times  more  than 
Whv  do  I  say  princess*     You  are  rw  more  so ;  you  are  my  queen,  the 
of  f'er^ia.  in  the  same  manner  as  I  am  king ;  and  this  title  sh.-ill  soon 
through  my  whole  dominions.    To-morrow  it  sbail  be  prochimed  in  my 
1  with  such  re)oicin)rs  as  h.ivx  ne%'er  been  seen — such  as  shall  make  your 
id  descent  known,  and  that  you  arc  moreover  my  lawful  wife.     All  this 
ikl  have  been  done  long  since  if  you  had  relieved  mc  scHjncr  fn»m  my  error ; 
from  the  very  moment  I  first  saw  you.  I  have  entertained  the  same  resolution 
hold  at  present— to  love  you  alw.^ys,  and  to  love  none  but  you. 
"  In  tlto  meanwhile,  lltat  I  myself  may  be  fully  satisfied,  and  may  moreover  he 
how  to  render  you  all  due  respect,  have  llic  goodness  to  inform  mc 
(Mtrticularly  of  the  sUles  and  people  of  (he  sea,  on  which  subject  I  am 
iv  kgKocanL     I  have  indeed  heard  of  persons  living  in  the  sea,  but  I  have 
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always  considered  such  relations  as  mere  fables.  Nothing',  however,  appetinto 
be  more  true,  after  what  you  have  tiild  me  ;  I  have,  indeed,  a  convJncuw  proof 
in  yoii.  Mho  are  of  m^irine  descent,  and  arc  now  my  wife  :  an  honour  suoi  as  no 
other  inhabitant  of  the  earth  has  Iwen  ever  able  to  boast  of.  There  is  BciU  ooc 
thing  thai  seems  unaccounublc,  and  of  which  I  beg  you  to  inform  me.  1  cannot 
comprehend  how  you  arc  able  to  live,  act,  or  move  m  the  water  without  bemg-- 
drowned.  With  us  there  are  but  few  persons  who  have  the  art  of  remaining; 
under  water  ;  and  they  perish  there  if  they  do  not  quit  ii  in  a  certain  tirac,  ac- 
cordini;  to  their  respective  ability  .ind  strength." 

*'  Sire,"  replied  Guln.ird, "  I  will  satisfy  your  majesty  with  the  greatest  pleav.. :  ■ 
We  arc  accusiometl  (n  walk  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea  in  the  same  manner  a> 
do  upon  the  earth,  and  are  enabled  lo  breathe  in  the  water  as  others  do  in  u 
air.     Instead,  therefore,  of  our  bemg  suffocated,  as  would  be  the  case  with 
the  water  contributes  lo  our  existence.     What  may  seem  also  very  remarl 
is,  that  ii  docs  not  WTt  our  clotlics  ;  and  when,  tliereforc,  wv  visit  the  earth, 
have  no  necessity  of  dr>-in);  liicia     Our  ordinary  language  is  the  same  ai 
in  which  the  inscription  on  the  sea)  of  tlie  great  prophet  Solomon,  the  soa 
David,  is  written. 

"  I  ought  not  to  neglect  telling  you  that  the  water  does  nni  in  the  leas?  prevc^ti^^^Bt] 
our  seeing,  as  we  can  open  our  eyes  in  it  without  sustaining  llie  least  inct 
ence  ;  as  our  sight  is  for  the  most  port  extremely  good,  wc  can.  notwil 
the  depth  of  the  sea.  perceive  objects  in  it  as  clearly  as  others  do  upon  eattlL 
is  the  same  with  us  at  night.   We  have  the  moon  to  enlighten  us,  and  the  _ 
and  the  stars  arc  not  hidden.    With  respect  also  to  kingdoms :  as  the' 
much  more  bpacious  than  the  cnrth,  it  .^^'ords  a  greater  number,  and 
them  of  greater  exlcpt     They  are  divided  into  provinces,  and  in  c\-ery  prDvi^K-_«K« 
there  arc  a  great  many  well-peopled  towns.    In  short,  tliere  is  with  us  an  mfa^^^juty 
of  nations,  and  of  different  manners  and  customs,  in  the  ?ame  way  as  upoo  «  the 

earth. 

**  The  palaces  of  our  kings  and  princes  are  extremely  superb  and  ma^fii 
They  are  formed  of  marble  of  different  colours,  of  rock  crx'stal,  with  i'- 
sea  abounds,  of  mother -uf-pearl,  coral,  and  other  most  valuable  material 
silver,  and  ever)-  sort  of  precious  stones  arc  here  m  greater  abundance  liuu  i-^ 
are  upon  earth.    1  do  not  mention  pearls  ;  the  \'vry  largest  that  arc  seen  on 
woulrl  t>c  of  no  estimation  amongst  us,  and  they  arc  worn  only  by  the  com 
people. 

"  As  wc  have  the  power  of  tr.Tnsporting  ourselves  whcre%-cr  wc  wish  wtijg  J^Ji 
credible  velocity,  wc  have  no  occasion  for  carriages  or  ei]uipage.     Nunc  of^k^ 
kings,  however,  are  without  ihctr  stables  and  studs  of  marine  horses*  bat 
arc  for  the  most  part  only  made  use  of  for  amusement,  or  when  we  have 
or  public  rejoicings.    Some  will  take  great  pains  in  training  them  for  ridini;.   .^ 
afterwards  mount  them  to  show  their  ability  in  the  race  ;  others  will  ha 
them  to  cars  made  of  mother-of-pearl,  ornamented  with  a  thousand  diffeicnt 
of  shells,  all  of  the  most  brilliant  colours.    Tliese  cars  are  made  open, 
throne  In  the  middle,  in  which  our  kings  are  accustomed  to  sit  when  tbc?  i 
themselves   lo  Ihcir  people.     They  are  themselves  extremely  skttful   in 
management  of  them,  and  therefore  have  no  need  of  drivers.     I  pas*  ovc 
infinity  of  other  curious  particulars  in  regard  to  these  marine  countries*  •«: 
the  queen,  '*  a  recital  of  which  would  give  your  majesty  very  great  pleasate  z^ 
you  must  allow  me  to  resume  the  conversation  when  I  am  more  ac  Itim 
present  I  wish  to  speak  to  you  of  somclhmg  of  the  grcitest  impoitaaoA 
Ihcn  necessary  to  infomi  you,  sire,  tliat  the  women  of  the  sea,  when  la  a  ■' 
«uch  as  1  h.-ivc  declared  mine  to  be.  are  attended  in  a  different  manner  fi 
women  of  the  earth  ;  and  I  have  reason  to  fear  that  the  assisunce  wUdi 
country  affords  would  not  in  my  case  be  perfectly  safe.    As  your  nuverty 


thh  affair  equally  interested  as  m>"sclf,  I  think  it  proper,  if  it  is  consistent  with 

your  wishes,  to  bring  hither  the  miecn  my  mother,  and  several  of  my  femala 

ooosias ;  at  the  same  time  I  should  like  to  iec  the  king  my  brother,  with  whom 

I  mncli  wish  to  be  reconciled.     Tlicy  will  be  delighted  to  see  me  again,  when  I 

shall  have  informed  them  of  my  history,  and  that  I  am  the  wife  of  tlic  must 

powerful  King  of  I'crsia.    I  entreat  your  majesty  to  comply  with  my  wishes  :  they 

»itl  be  most  glad  to  pay  you  their  respects,  and  1  can  promise  you  that  you  will 

he  rcry  well  pleased  to  sec  them." 

"  Madam,"  replied  the  King  of  Persia,  "  you  are  here  sole  mistress  ;  do  what- 
ever yon  please  ;  it  ihall  be  my  endeavour  to  receive  them  with  all  the  honours 
thev  so  well  deserve.     But  I  request  to  know  how  you  are  to  make  them  ac- 

auainied  with  your  desire,  and  -lUo  when  they  will  arrive,  that  I  may  order  cver)'- 
uag  necessary  for  ilieir  reception,  and  may  myself  attend  in  person  to  intruUuce 
them." 

"Sire,"  rqiiUed  Gulnar^,  "  there  is  no  necessity  for  these  ceremonies;  they 
will  be  here  m  an  instant,  and  your  majesty  shall  see  in  what  manner  ihey  will 
Arrive-  Only  take  the  trouble  to  go  into  ttiis  little  closet,  and  look  through  the 
lattice." 

When  the  King  of  I'ersia  had  entered  the  closet,  the  queen  ordered  a  per- 
fttming-pot  and  some  fire  to  be  brought  her  by  one  of  her  women,  whom  she  tlica 
dxHnissed,  chaizmg  her  to  fasten  the  door  after  tier.  Being  now  alone,  she  took 
A  vnaH  piece  of  wood  of  aloes  from  a  box,  and  put  it  in  the  perfuming-put,  and 
-as  soon  as  she  saw  the  smoke  arise,  she  pronounced  some  words  in  a  language 
■^rikolly  unknown  to  tlie  King  of  Persia,  who  observed  with  great  nltention  all 
s^kat  was  going  forward.  She  had  scarcelv  6ni«ht:d  when  the  se.^  began  to  be 
The  closet  to  which  the  king  had  retired  was  so  situated  that  he  could 
the  sea  through  the  lattice. 
At  length,  at  some  distance,  ttic  sea  began  to  open  itself,  and  immediately  there 
DSC  from  it  a  young  man,  extremely  well  made,  of  a  \ery  commaruhng  figure, 
musuchios  of  a  sea-green  colour.  A  lady  somewh.it  advanced  m  years, 
'a  fiKMt  majestic  air.  rose  at  the  same  time  a  little  behind  him,  with  fi\'e 
females,  whose  beauty  equalled  that  of  the  mieen  hcrsclt 
nar^,  who  presented  herself  at  one  of  the  windows,  immediately  recognized 
kine  her  brother,  the  queen  her  mother,  and  her  other  relations,  who  ai  in- 
tly  kne«'  her.  The  party  ad%'anced  as  if  borne  on  the  surface  of  the  sea,  and 
n  they  were  all  on  shore,  ihcy  bounded  lightly  one  after  another  through  the 
where  Queen  Gulnari  had  ap|>c.ired,  ;uid  from  whence  she  had  retired 
them  room.  King  Saleh,  the  queen  his  mother,  and  alt  her  relations 
raced  her,  as  soon  as  thej-  entered,  with  the  greatest  tenderness,  their  eyes 
S4rd  wuh  tears. 

l>en  CulnarJ-  had  received  them  with  all  possible  honour,  and  made  them 

I  down  on  a  sofa,  the  queen  her  mother  addressed  her  as  follows  :  "  I  have  iii- 

ibablc  dehght,  my  daughter,  in  seeing  you  again  after  so  long  an  absence, 

I  Icel  sure  uiat  your  brother  and  your  relations  arc  not  less  so  than  myself. 

departure  without  having  said  a  word  to  any  one,  occasioned  us  all  die  most 

' :  affliction,  and  wc  cannot  now  tell  you  how  many  tears  we  have  slied. 

could  coQCeive  no  cause  of  your  having  taken  so  unexpected  a  step,  unless  it 

in  consequence  of  a  coni-crsation  with  \our  bioiher,  of  which  he  infonned 

The  advice  he  gave  vou  appeared  to  him  adianlageous  in  the  condition  in 

you  and  all  of  u«  tfien  were.     It  need  not  have  given  you  so  great  alami, 

it  were  disagreeable  to  you.  and  you  must  allow  mc  now  to  tell  you,  that 

considered  the  matter  vcr\'  dificrenily  from  what  you  ought  to  have  done. 

let  us  not  renew  a  subject  which  will  only  bring  to  our  recollection  causes  of 

^^fiplaint  and  sorrow,  which  we  will  now  endeavour  to  forget ;  do  you  rather 
%!»>fann  a*  of  what  ha&  happened  to  you  in  die  lon^;  time  that  we  have  been 
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sepamted,  and  of  the  stale  in  whicli  you  now  ore ;  but  above  everything 
us  if  yuu  arc  happy." 

Gulnari-  immtdi.itcly  thww  herself  at  the  feci  of  the  queen  her  mother, 
after  she  liad  kissed  Iicr  hand,  "  M.idam."  said  die.  rising,  '*  I  have,  I  c 
been  p''*'y  ^^  ^  prejtt  lauh,  and  I  can  owe  lo  nothing  Imt  yemr    ■  •-  '- --s  ih. 
paidnn  you  have  been  so  kind  as  to  fn'^ni  me.     What  1  have  (■•  itf«l<^ 

to  fiilftl  your  commands,  will  make  you  clearly  perceive  how  ahsi.iv^  .;  .=.  :ij 
a  strong  repugnance  to  {articular  things.    I  have  experienced  in  myself,  that  i 
very  thing  to  which  my  will  was  niobt  uppositc  is  precisely  that  to  which 
dcsiiny  has  led  mc."    She  then  related  tu  her  all  that  had  happened  smce 
indijjnatiun  had  induced  her  to  quit  iho  bottom  of  the  sea.    When  she  Kid  i 
cecdcd  in  her  history  to  inform  them  of  her  being  sold  to  the  King  of  I' 
whom  she  now  was  :  "  Sister,"  exclaimed  the  king  her  brother,  "  ynu  1 
much  in  the  uTong  to  suffer  s**  many  indignities,  and  have  had  nn  i  ir:,~  - 
but  yourself.    You  have  always  had  the  power  of  extricating  your-.i.-ii,  .v.^i  . 
astonished  at  your  patience  in  continuing  so  long  in  slavery  ;  rise  this 
and  return  vriih  us  to  my  kingdom,  which  1  have  reconquered  from  my 
enemy,  who  as  you  know  had  made  himself  master  of  it." 

The  King  of  i'creia.  who  heard  ihci.*:  words  from  the  closet  where  he  wss  C;:;^roii. 
cealed,  wa!i  in  the  greatest  alarm.     "Ah  '. "  said  he  to  himself,  "  I  am  losi ;  jg^ 

death  is  certain  if  my  queen,  my  Gulnar^,  should  listen  to  this  crtid  art ^ iff  ; 

can  no  longer  live  without  her,  and  ihey  wish  to  deprive  mc  of  her."     i^ilti         ^ 
however,  did  not  leave  him  long  in  this  state  of  p.iinful  apprehension. 

"  Mv  dear  brother,"  said  she,  smiling,  "  what  I  have  just  heard  conrincc^Mia  bk 
more  /ully  than  ever  of  the  sinccritv'  of  your  regard  for  me.     Fonneiijr  1  tmrngmM 
not  endure  the  advice  ynu  gave  mc  to  marry  a  prince  of  the  earth  ;  now  I 
almost  angry  with  you  for  recommending  mc  to  quit  my  present 
with  the  most  powerful  and  most  renowned  of  all  pnnces.     I  ■!>  f.nt 
engagement  of  a  slave  to  a  master  :  it  would  be  easy  to  resi  ■  tbov' 

pieces  of  gold  I  have  cost  him  ;  1  speak  of  the  connection  of  a  .     . 
of  a  wife  who  has  nc%'er  had  occasion  for  complaint  in  a  single  instaiKe. 
monarch  with  whom  1  am  united  is  rcliKious,  wise,  moderate,  and  has 
the  most  uDcquivocal  marks  of  his  affection  ;  he  could  not  possibly  af] 
more  distinginshcd  one  than  that  of  having  disinissctl,  from  Uie  \-ery  oc 
mcnt  of  his  acquaintance  with  me,  the  great  number  of  females  of  wbooi 
possession,  in  order  to  attach  himself  solely  to  mc.     I  am  his  wHe,  anA 
just  declared  me  (Jueen  of  I'crsia,  and  a  sharer  of  his  government.     1  hate 
to  inform  you,  thai  I  am  with  child,  and  if  Heaven  s<i  much  Uvours  loe — 
give  mc  a  son,  it  will  unite  me  to  him  still  more  tnsep:ir;ibly. 

"Thus,  my  dear  brother,"  continued  the  quctn, "  far  from  fotlowiog  jroor 
all  these  considcrationst  as  you  will  readily  perceive,  oblige  mc  not  only  to 
the  King  of  I'crsia  as  much  as  he  loves  me,  but  even  to  remain  and  pass  m~ 
with  him,  as  well  from  gratitude  as  from  duty.     I  hope  that  neither  ^  ■  ■ 
mother,  nor  ray  good  cuusins  will  disapprove  my  resolution,  any  mop' 
alliance  I  have  accidentally  made,  which  doesliono'ir  coi  liIK  ir>  i!)r  n 
ihc  sea  and  the  earth,     Kxcuse  me  if  I  have  given  ;. 
here  from  the  depths  of  the  ocean  to  make  you  acqu.n 
the  happincis  of  seeing  you  after  so  long  a  separation." 

"My  dear  sister,"  replied  Kin^'  Salch,  "the  proposal  I  made  to  yOtt  of  le^ isiun*-! 

ing  witii  us  upon  the  recital  of  vour  adventures,  which  I  have  not  hear-;  '*»•■ 

much  concern,  was  suggested  altogether  by  my  sincere  aifcaion  fcir  yr-u  -"^ 

I  need  not  say  how  much  I  honour  you,  and  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  ^*»*'0''V 
which  touches  mc  so  nearly  as  wliatcver  contributes  toy»ur  happincas.    For       *Ac* 
reasons,  I  cannul.  for  mv  nwn  pan,  but  highly  approve  the  vcnr  U'udwMf  i^sssofa* 
tion  you  have  taken,  and  one  so  entirely  wortJiy  ol  you,  after  whal  jroa  1m iT  toU 
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vsfd  the  King  of  Pcr&iii,  and  uf  the  {Tcat  obUgaUons  jiM  are  under  tu  him.  With 
m|p«ct  10  th«  queen  our  nuitliei,  I  am  persuaded  thM  she  will  cntcrum  the  ume 
opuuob" 

Xhift  pHivrnt  ronlinnetl  what  Wr  son  had  vaid.     "  My  daugbtor,"  replied  the, 
*"^  If  lotlulnxK,"  I  ''  "1  to  tind  you  ••>  hap|iy  ;  and  I  hA\-(T 

'  whut  the  Lin({  ,  i  li;is  I>e«n  aayine,  but  toc«pre««  niv 

CMKiir:cnce.  I  should  be  nic  him  io  cundcinii  you,  if  jou  did  not  feci  aII 
the  graiinidc  you  owe  to  a  monarch  who  love»  jrou  w  ith  to  much  ardoar,  and  who 
hu  gmn  you  luch  gcncTDUS  prooh  of  his  afTcctloru" 

In  proportion  us  die  Kin^  of  I'crsiA,  who  was  Hill  in  the  doMi,  had  been 
■Acted  utrni  the  fear  of  losini;  his  1*cluvciJ  queen,  to  great  was  iIm  dteli^  be 
fdt,  vhcn  be  heard  her  tcviKc  ne^-cr  tu  .ib.iit<ton  hiin.  \i  he  could  no  JOOfcr 
cl-H.V  ..f  lirr  aflecUoQ  after  so  clear  a  dccliratiun,  he  loved  her  even  mon:  than 
r  rdlally  rcMlved  within  himtclf  to  ihow  hi»  gratitude  by  e\xr>-  means 

ui  .    a. 

Wmic  tiw  King  of  Perua  Hat,  Mith  ciiircmc  iileasure,  forming  toUmMtTlhiM 
■cMttuiam,  Queen  c:uhiart-  li.ul  rbpix-d  with  ncr  hands,  and  riad  commawled 
umte  slaves,  who  entered  inimedi:itcly,  tu  serve  up  sumc  rcfre%hmcni<^  As  soim 
asihey  were  brought,  idic  united  her  muther,  her  brutlicr,  and  her  utbex  reUtioos 
to  paruko  of  them.  Uul  they  were  all  uf  opinion  that,  as  thcv  wcrv  then  without 
pcnniasioa  ui  the  pabcc  of  a  mutt  [totent  rooniircb,  whom  tlicy  had  rvner  teea, 
cad  to  whom  they  were  wholly  unknown,  it  w^nild  be  a  irurk  of  the  grautst  io> 
civility  to  sit  down  to  his  tahip  wiihimt  vmvL  [nevious  inimdiirtion.  Thendour 
mmcdiatcly  tnounted  into ''  '>■^,  snd  to  1 1'  :'->tfiie 

shot  front  tneir  oo«thl&  anil  >:\\%,  and  tl>  irs. 

Tbo  King  of  I'ersiii  was  im^jKr-vMoly  .d.irnietl  .n  Vuw  .iin«c.ii.i!i'  c,  v>  i  tiurely 
■BCOlpecMcCiind  uf  which  he  u>  little  Vncw  the  rauK.  Oiicen  (iuln.tri-,  uho  iin- 
^ned  what  hU  f—' '  ■  :-■'■•  '-  —1  ---^  .'.,  (■ompichendcd  the  intontton  of 
her  friends,  rose  ^ould  soon  tetum.     She  went 

imincdiaiely  ta  ti^^  •"-,.-      ■-  -  -  '  '"'  ^er  presence.   "  Sirc,'*sakl 

1^0^  **  I  doubt  not  that  ynur  m->  i'  ilh  the  pnMif   I   luve  iu»t 

^vcnof  my  racarrl,  .m.!  ^r  ilic  ;::-  J--  .  -l  1  :...  <  i  the  vast  obligatiunt  I  owe 
jvn.     It  mtu  <-  'h  myseU  to  lollow  the  wishes  of  my  fnends  nnd  tu 

fctan  with  thcn^  nir)  ;  l>ut  1  am  incapable  of  such  ineia^r  i.^r.  uhirh 

kwleed  I  should  ~  '.  to  rondann."    **Ah  \  my  queen,"  '-'  "^H^ 

Persia,  *da  iinl  '-  itiom     yuu  have  none  lo  mc      I  ai"  li^-d 

loyou  in  a  way  that  I  c^ti  1  1  could  nut  I  •  'i  ili^l  jou  li>ve 

OK  tn  the  degree  which  it    .   .  1  di>.     ViMi  lii-  iiic  of  it  in  the 

saiikfactury  way."   "  Aii !  mic.   (CturnrtI  Oulnart ,"  muiU  1  possibly  do  lets 


than  I  hAvn  t\i\nr }  It  ai^m*  I^Hil  a  kin.tli  return  after  all  the  honours  I  lut« 
rec«h  f  '  ■  )  tiu  have  heaped  upon  me,  at^er  so  many  ut* 

Kane-.  .  aot  be  iaseniible. 

**  but,  kirf,  .u^tiFii  iiic, '  Aihiw  me  to  drop  thu  dbcuttne,  and  amrc  yna  of 
the  sincere  friendship  uf  tlic  queen  uiy  mother,  and  the  king  ny  brocber.  Tbcy 
«nt  vcfy  ciudous  to  see  you,  and  to  assure  you  themsclvci  oT  their  hi^  eftcciTb 
I  luid  intonded  to  make  a  party  with  them  at  the  table  I  ha^-e  had  fiirmsbed  wiUt 

nfttsliaKnts,  before  I  h.n!  -   '• '    "■    -■•  -.'..•■■t  ;  but  I  now  entreat  |««r 

nnksty  to  have  the  goodn'  ibem  with  v>iur  presence." 

"My  princess," repli«-<l  u  „; _,    „.  iMvcgrvat  pleasure  U)b«iB( 

intmduced  tu  anv  per  -.c  sonetrly  ronnectetl  with  %ou  ;  but  ibeflUMs 

which  t  have  oE»cr\v  c<d  from  their  mouth  and  nostnls  samcwlUc 

alarm  me."  "Sire,*  rephed  the  queen,  smiling,  "do  not  allow  these  Auncs  10 
gtvc  you  the  Icau  uneasiness  They  merely  expressed  their  unwillir^cneM  topnr- 
take  of  the  collation  prepared  uotd  your  majesty  should  honour  tbem  with  your 
pccscnce." 
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The  King  of  Persia,  encouraged  by  lliis  dcrUrntion.  rose  from  his  (dacc^and 
entered  Uic  chamber  with  Queen  Culnar»>,  whti  presented  him  to  the  qoecnher 
mother,  to  the  kinu  her  bruther,  and  to  her  cousins,  whu  iinmcdtatcly  prostntcd 
themselves  with  their  faces  to  the  earth.  The  Kin;»  of  Persia  nin  to  them  im- 
mediaiely,  compelled  ihem  to  rise,  and  embraced  each  of  them  in  turn.  AAcr 
they  were  all  seated,  King  Salch  thus  dchvered  himself :  "  >iire,"  wid  he  to  lit 
King  of  Persia,  *'  we  cinnot  sufficiently  expresi  to  your  majesty  the  joy  wc  fed 
at  the  good  fortune  of  (^^een  Gulnart;  my  sister,  lo  be  taken  from  a  utiiatioB  ol 
disgrace  and  placed  under  the  protection  of  so  potent  a  monarch.  Pennit  o>  to 
assure  you,  she  is  not  unworthy  the  high  rank  tu  which  she  has  the  hanour  lo  fa> 
raised.  We  haN-c  ever  felt  so  great  an  atfeclion  and  tenderness  for  hcTj  tlut  w 
could  not  resolve  lo  part  with  her  to  one  of  the  most  powerful  princes  m  the  Ka. 
who  had  lolicited  ber  in  marriage  even  before  she  was  of  age.  Heaven  rcscnn 
her  fur  you,  sire,  and  we  cannot  better  return  thanks  for  the  favour  it  Hm  doae 
butit  her  and  us  than  in  otTerin^'  prayers  for  your  m.ijesty,  and  tlut  you  nujr  loftf 
experience  with  your  queen  every  son  of  prosperity  and  happiness." 
'  "  It  isevideni,  replied  the  King  of  Persia, "  that  the  bounty  of  Heaven  RMmd 
her  for  me,  as  you  have  obscr%-cd.  The  aiTectinn  1  feci  for  her  nukes  mtloif 
sensible  that  till  I  saw  her  I  never  loved.  1  ciuinot  suHicicntly  Tnoke  kaown  Ike 
gratitude  1  feci  to  the  queen  her  mother,  nor  to  j-ou,  prince,  and  the  re«  of  yam 
family,  at  the  generous  manner  in  which  you  have  received  me  into  on  aW**™^ 
that  confers  on  me  so  much  glor>'."  Having  said  this.he  invited  ilicm  lo  take  a, 
scat  at  the  table,  where  he  also  placed  himself  bv  the  side  of  his  queen.  The 
rcp.ist  being  finished,  the  King  of  Persia  continuef)  in  conversation  with  tboDtiB 
the  night  W.1S  far  advanced  ;  at  length,  when  it  became  necessary  to  recire,  he 
conducted  them  himself  to  the  several  apartments  that  bad  been  piepircd  far 
them. 

The  King  of  Persia  made  perpetual  feast  for  the  entertainment  of  his  itltutrion 
guests,  displaying  throughout  the  whole  the  most  cxccssi%-c  grandeur  and  nngm- 
licence,  and  thus  insensibly  led  them  on  to  continue  .«  his  court  until  the  time  of 
the  tiuccn's  delivery.  As  it  more  nearly  .ippro-ichcd,  he  g.ivc  orders  thjit  TKMhlBC 
should  be  wanting  which  could  possibly  be  necessary  at  so  important  a  jnncturc. 
She  was  at  length  brought  to  bed,  and  gave  to  the  world  a  son.  to  the  inimiw  yof 
of  the  queen  her  mother,  who  assisted  on  the  occasion.  This  good  lady-  wa 
immcdi.itely  to  present  the  child,  as  soon  as  he  was  arrayed  in  the  mtgiuficcM 
rolx'i  prepared,  to  his  royal  father. 

The  King  of  Persia  received  the  present  with  that  excess  of  delight  which  it  b 
more  easy  to  conceive  th-in  express.  As  the  countenance  of  the  ytmng  prmoe, 
her  son,  was  open  in  its  expression,  and  of  transcendent  lieauty,  it  seemed  to  him 
that  he  could  not  give  bun  a  more  characteristic  name  than  that  of  Deder  ftke 
full  moon).  To  express  his  thanks  to  Heaven,  he  ordered  considerable  alm«  lo 
be  given  to  the  poor,  released  the  prisoners  from  their  confinement,  ga^**  liberty 
to  all  his  sLi^TS  of  both  sexes,  and  distributed  l-irge  sums  of  money  amorifst  iW 
ministers  and  holy  men  of  his  religion.  He  .ilso  made  great  presents  to  bu  coun 
and  his  people,  and  public  festivals  were  held  by  his  order  for  many  days  ia  every 
p.irt  of  the  city. 

•After  Qiiecn  Culnaie  had  recovered  from  her  confinement,  the  King  of  Perm, 
the  queen  her  mother,  Krnjj  Salch  her  brother,  and  the  pnnccsscs  her  rctation. 
were  one  day  ronvcrsing  together  in  the  chamber  of  ■'  '         '  :  nurse 

entered  with  Iledcr  in  her  ."irms-.     King  Sileh  rose  ir^  i4acc, 

ran  to  the  little  prince,  and  afler  ha%-ing  inkcn  him  frut-.  ..  ■  ■^'  " 

lo  caress  him  with  the  greatest  marks  of  tenderness.    He  < 

him,  m-ilcing  several  tunts  about  the  ch.imber,  and  hoMinj^ ^,.   ._.- 

handj,  when  on  a  sudden,  in  a  transport  of  joy,  he  darted  through  the  wiadDr, 
which  was  open,  and  plunged  with  the  miaat  prince  mto  the  tea. 
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f  Persia,  nholl)'  unprepared  for  this  event,  gave  a  dreadful  shriek, 
lief  that  he  should  never  again  see  his  beloved  son,  or  at  least  that  he 
be  rcsiortd  to  him  alive.  His  afHiction  had  ncart)*  deprived  him  of 
tcius  vrcrc  the  only  alleviation  to  his  misery.  "  Sire,"  said  Gulnarfr, 
tenance  aiid  manner  diat  were  calculated  to  inspire  him  with  hope, 
.  please  your  majesty  to  dismiss  your  fears.  The  young  prince  is  invson 
as  yours,  and  I  do  not  love  him  less  than  you  do  ;  yet  you  see  that  \  am 
be  least  alarmed  :  indeed,  I  have  no  occasion  to  be  so.  He  nms,  I  assure 


risk  whatever,  and  you  n-ill  soon  see  the  Icing  his  uncle  reappear,  and 

^him  to  us  in  perfcci  safety.     Although  he  is  descended  from  you,  yet  as 

.  to  mc  also,  he  will  not  fail  to  have  the  advant^e  which  we  enjoy,  that 

lallyable  to  live  either  in  the  sea  or  on  earth."  The  queen  her  mother, 

Iftccsses  her  relations,  gave  him  the  same  assurances  ;  but  their  asscr- 

tt>  rvncrtc  his  fears. 

at  len}^  became  agitated,  and  soon  after  King  Salch  reappeared, 

the  waves  with  the  little  prince  in  his  arms ;  he  then,  glancing  tnrough 

ffcttimcd  by  the  ^ainc  window  he  went  out  nt.    The  King  of  Persia  was 

,but  ciprcssed  much  surprise  to  see  Prince  Beder  allog^er  as  tranquil 
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u  when  he  left  the  room.    ^  Was  not  your  majest>-  alamied,"  aaked  Kilg  SrilC, 

"when  you  saw  nic  plunge  into  tlic  sea  with  the  prince  my  nephew?"^  "Afci 
prince,"  rcpUcJ  the  Kiny  of  Persia,  "  I  cannot  express  to  you  how  mndl  I  «a 
tcrriBra.  From  the  ii)>jri)eni  he  disappeared.  I  beUcved  him  irrecoventbly  Inti 
in  bringing  him  back  you  have  given  me  new  life."  "  Sire."  replied  Kiinj  SiV^, 
"  I  was  appichcnsivc  you  would  be  distressed,  but  there  was  not  tiie  IcMOCo- 
»on  for  your  being  so.  Before  I  threw  myself  into  the  sea,  I  prooooneel  o*a 
him  some  mysterious  words,  which  were  graven  on  the  seal  of  the  gteat  IQac 
Solomon,  the  son  of  David.  We  observe  the  same  ceremony  with  regard  to  ifl 
the  children  who  arc  bom  amongst  us  in  the  profound  regions  of  the  sei ;  aad 
in  virtue  of  these  words  they  obtain  the  privilege  that  we  poueu  abon  at  At  ' 
inhabilanls  of  the  earth.  From  what  your  majesty'  has  just  witnessed,  yea  mn 
easily  Judge  of  tlie  great  advantages  Prince  Bcdcr  den\'e3  In  being  dMcaaM 
from  Queen  Gulnarc,  my  &isier.  While  he  lives  he  may.  a^  often  as  he  pteiM^ 
plunge  freely  into  the  sea,  and  visit  the  vast  empires  which  arc  contajnea  wiAii 
us  bosom." 

King  .Saleh  having  spoken,  restored  the  little  Prince  Betler  to  the  arms  rf  l)b 
nurse.  He  then  opened  a  box  which  he  had  brought  from  his  |ialace  dunne  iht 
short  time  of  his  absence.  It  contained  three  hundred  di.imonds,  each  WMifi 
as  a  pigeon's  egg,  a  like  number  of  rubies  of  very  extraordinary  mafnlmdib  it 
many  wnnds  of  emerald,  each  six  inches  long,  iind  ihtny  pearl  neckJace%*fVT 
necklace  consisting  of  ten  rows.  **  Sire."  said  he  to  the  King  of  Persia,  pRMn^ 
ing  tu  him  the  box  at  the  ^ome  time,  "when  we  were  sumnwned  hhJier  bftkt 

Sieen  my  sister,  we  were  ignorant  in  what  part  of  the  world  she  reahied,  nk 
at  she  had  the  honour  of  being  married  to  so  great  a  monarch.  It  was  (or  this 
reason  that  we  came  with  empty  hands.  As  then  it  was  not  in  our  power  to  (n* 
your  majesty  any  immediate  mark  of  our  gratitude,  we  humblv  cntjeat  that  ym 
will  now  deign  to  accept  this  sliglit  return  for  Uic  verycxtraonliruiry  farotm  fm 
have  had  the  goodness  to  confer  on  her,  and  of  which  she  is  not  mofC  Trrni*** 
than  we  are." 

It  is  impossible  lo  express  how  greaiwas  the  king's  surprise  when  he  nwad 
abundance  of  riches  ront.Ained  insosm.-tUaplire.  "What!  prinrr."  h«i  f  rrlimrt. 
"do  you  rail  this  a  slight  rruirkof  your  gratimde,  in  bestowing  upon  me,tD«ln 
you  owe  nothing,  so  inestimable  .1  present  ?  I  declare  10  )-ou  again  that  vtn  u* 
under  no  obUgaiion  whatever  to  mc,  neither  the  queen  your  mother,  aur  ymndC 
I  feel  myself  too  happy  in  your  havmg  consented  to  tlic  alliance  I  h.ivccoi!)irKad 
with  vour  family.  .My  princess,"  said  he,  luniing  round  to  Gulr».irc,  *•  the  ka| 
your  brother  overwhelms  mc  with  confu-iion,  and  I  would  fain  entreat  hem  toalMv 
me  to  decline  his  present,  were  I  not  apprehensive  of  giving  htm  ofiSeace:.  Do  yva 
request  him  to  excuse  me  from  accepting  it." 

''Sire," replied  King  Saleh,"!  am  not  surprised  that  your  nvijesty sbooU  lUik 
this  present  ratlicr  extraordmary ;  I  am  an-atc  that  upon  the  earth  it  is  not  ohbI 
to  see  jewels  of  this  quality,  and  in  so  great  abundance.  Hut  if  you  knew,  u  I 
do,  where  the  mines  are  from  whence  they  arc  dra«  n,  and  that  it  is  in  ray  power 
to  collect  from  thencea  greater  treasure  than  is  possessed  by  all  the  kiqgiitf  tkc 
earth,  your  majesty  would  be  justly  astonished  that  I  have  prcinmed  ro  nukt 
you  so  trivial  an  acknowledgment.    Wc  b<^.  therefore,  that  yo':  ^ miiic^ 

our  present  in  respect  to  its  intrinsic  value,  but  as  a  pledge  of  t !  .  6Ma^ 

ship  which  has  induced  us  to  offer  it.     Do  not  then  i;' 
mortification  of  refusing  to  receive  it  in  the  same  spirit  oi 
bestowed."     Such  yenerous  behaviour  compelled  the  King  01 
which  he  did  in  terms  that  expressed  his  deep  sense  of  the  bi  was 

under  to  tlie  iflustriou^  donor  and  his  roy.il  mother. 

It  was  no:  long  after  this  that  King  .S.ileh  found  it  nectasary  to  addms  A* 
King  of  Peista  on  the  subject  of  his  depanure.     He  assured  him  tktc  ibc 
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bte  owdMr,  llw  prfncesMc  his  reUlions,  and  himself,  could  not  pottibly  have 
„  pteuwethan  la  lust  their  whole  life  at  his  court ;  but,  as  ihcy  had  now 
hinB  Abtenc  (ram  tnrir  kinedom,  and  as  their  preiefKe  there  wat  heeome 
McaMtfy,heheggcd  him  not  to  oe  dttpleased  if  they  took  their  leave  of  hEm  and 
QvMn  Gnbiari.  The  Kint;  of  Pcnia  a&«red  them  that  be  waa  extrnnely  «orry 
aoc  U  haw  it  In  hu  power  to  repay  thdr  civility  by  retuminx  the  viiit ;  "  Ilui  a« 
1  «m  pmuadsd,"  adcted  be,  **  thjit  ynu  will  not  forfrct  Queen  Gulnarfr,  but  will 
be  macammM  to  ace  her  Irani  time  tu  ume,  I  hope  to  have  the  honour  of  toeinf  you 

when  the  moment  of  wparation  arrived,  abundance  of  teus  were  ahed  on 
ewy  aide;  King  Sokb  w.is  ihc  fitsi  who  withdrew  i  the  queen  his  motha  and 
tbc  prittcaswa  were  obti^.  m  order  to  follow  him,  to  tear  tbemteJvea  from  the 
ol  QoMO  Gulnar^,  whu  could  not  prevail  with  heraetf  to  suffer  them 
m  d<v«R.  A»tooA  aa  this  Toyal  party  had  disappeared,  the  Kiitg  of  Pcnia  coula 
nABJ*  IhMii  aayinf?  to  Gulnarr,  "  I'nncesa,  ii  anyone  had  told  me,  aa  tnihs, 
the  marveilous  thin^  to  whii^h  I  hjve  been  witneia  aince  your  illuurioiis  CunOy 
fmA  honoured  my  palace  with  thnr  pre»cncc.  I  ihould  have  cooildered  him  as  a 
pcnoo  who  wiabad  to  abuse  my  crcduhty.  But  1  caimot  diatruat  my  own  e>-et : 
shall  I  forget  what  1  have  sec:^  or  ccuc  to  thank  Heavan  fw  havmg  be- 

1  OB  nw,  in  preference  to  oxrr  other  prince,  lU  moat  vaJvafaU  ytfi* 

l*race  Beder  was  brovKht  up  in  the  palace,  under  the  tmmediale  inspectloo  of 
ttt  royal  parents,  who  mw  his  tncre.i»int;  growth  and  beauty  with  the  most  livdy 
lUftwctkm,  which  was  daily  au^tneiited  as  be  advanced  In  ace,  by  the  continued 
«aod  boraour  be  displayed,  by  hit  agreeable  manner  in  everytmng  be  did,  and  bv 
net  comd  judgment  and  vivacity  of  undcnundin);  whi»  were  evideni  Id  all 
taaaoid.  Their  bappitiris  was  rcnderrd  more  complete  by  bdngfrequcndyriwied 
wTth  King  Saleh  nil  uncle,  the  ouecn  hu  gnndmothcr,  and  the  princcaiie  hia 
who  often  came  to  portaJce  of  iL  No  difliculty  was  found  in  teachnig 
young  prince  the  necessary  arts  of  readmg  and  wntin>;,  niT  did  he  biil  to 
a  with  equal  Uciliijr  all  the  sciences  which  were  suiubk  to  a  prince  of  hli 
rieiifd  teak 
When  the  prince  of  Penia  hnd  arnved  at  the  3.gc  of  fifteen  years,  be  acquitted 
naelf  faiallhisexerciscs  with  intmitclymorc  »kill  and  addreaa  than  his  m^urrv 
Boidei  this,  be  was  endowed  with  extraordinaiy  wudom  and  prudence  The 
¥3atf  of  Pcnia,  who  had  observed  in  hmk,  elinoM  fron  the  hour  of  bb  birth,  the 
ennof  all  those  virtue*  so  neceuary  ioaiorewigii,Mtd  bed  scan  ihdm  eugment 
vidi  hit  yean,  and  percetvtag,  moreover,  the  bwrmtDM  <tf  age  daily  to  *f*rf^— 
«poa  hhwaaif,  became  dcaimus  thai  the  orince^  icceaaJon  to  dha  teroae  ahoeld 
aoK  depend  upon  his  oim  life  .  he  «i«hcd  immediately  to  retign  to  him  the  king- 
doOL  He  had  no  difhculiy  tn  inducing  his  council  to  accede  to  hia  wishes,  and 
the  peepk  heard  of  hu  reaohnion  with  nacb  ewWaction,  being  fuUy  atiafiad 
dMidMpciace  waa  in  every  fcapectwoithy  of  nlbg  ever  diem.  He  hHttadted. 
a  very  coniidaBfale  time  been  accustomed  toappcer  inpobUc,BBd  tfaejrhad 
tad  eppoftiuiiliesef  rcmaHting  that  he  did  not  carry  himsclt  in  ibet  hao^yaiMl 
ufiag  manner  u^  '  .  mmmon  «rith  other  prtocca,  who  look  open  every* 
beneath  them  xn  an  of  toAinen  anddhdainaa  toacaroelyiD  he 

Thiy  bad  gt>»eiveil,on  the  contrary, that  be  btharad  blmadfiewanla 
ill  «Ml  tacb  beaifnity  of  manner  aa  tanrited  their  appraecb ;  ibet  be  fanned 
-    '{My  to  those  who  had  occmiion  lo  qieek  to  htm,  and  tliee  be  eimnred 
with  a  kindnesa  and  ooorttay  pecafar  to  himself ;  and  that  be  nteail  the 
inKtt  of  no  one.  provided  it  waa  joit  and  reasonable. 

The  day  for  the  ceremony  waa  fixed,  when,  aorrounded  by  his  council,  e^lth 
wesim^^aoccaaioo  more  numcnms  than  ordinary,  the  King  of  Pcnia  deacendtl 
inm  the  throne  on  which  he  was  aittinf,  and  havfag  taken  tbe  crowa  6eai  hte 
bead,  placed  hepoo  that  of  dw  prince :  then,  hMog  atdlMd  bhnio  ascend 
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the  thione  he  bad  quitted,  he  Idssed  his  hand,  as  a  mark  that  he  had  ipvcn  up 
10  him  all  his  power  and  &ovcreignt]r ;  after  which  be  took  a  seat  beaesih  htm, 
amongst  the  viziers  and  emirs. 

The  viners  and  emirs,  and  all  the  principal  ofhcers,  immediately  came  (oniant 
to  prostrate  themselves  at  the  feet  of  the  new  king,  and  each  took  the  oalfas  of 
fidelity  and  alle^nce,  according  to  his  rank.  This  being  candudcd,  the  (iBMi 
vizier  made  a  rcpon  to  him  of  some  important  aflairs  of  go\  eminent,  on  all  «Ucb 
he  delivered  himself  with  so  much  wisdom,  ihat  he  became  the  adrairmtion  oi  the 
council  He  aficni'ards  deposed  many  governors,  u-ho  had  been  canncted  ai 
maladministraiton,  and  supplied  their  places  with  others,  showing  in  bis  cfaoke 
mch  equity  and  discernmc-nt  as  drew  praises  from  ever;'  r<nr.  'nhtch  'wttc  mm 
bonouiable,  as  they  were  free  &oni  (lattery.     He  at  leii.-  -  cDontJl, 

aad,  accompaoied  by  the  king  his  futher.  went  lo  the  ny^i  <  ■  r^.  The 

qaeen  no  sooner  saw  him  with  the  croun  upnn  his  head  ihan  alu;  j.i:.  and  bik 
braced  him  with  the  (;r<?aiest  tenderness,  expressing  her  ardent  wishes  that  bh 
reign  might  be  long  and  happy. 

During  the  first  year  of  his  reign.  King  Beder  acquitted  himself  of  all  iherajal 
duties  with  the  greatest  assidutt>'.  Above  everything  be  took  can  to  hittfw 
himself  in  the  real  state  of  af^rs.and  in  every  nutier  which  could  contnbBIBti 
the  happiness  of  his  i^ubjects.  The  following  ycir.  h3\-ing  previously  amagei 
the  administration  of  affairs  with  lii^  council, and  being  sanctioned  bytfacam^ 
baiioo  of  the  old  king  his  father,  he  left  his  cApital,  under  the  pretence  of  taaaaf 
the  diversion  of  hunting  ;  but  it  was  in  reality  to  visit  all  the  province*  ol  to 
Uogdom,  in  order  to  correct  abuses^  to  establish  everywhere  good  ordir  ntf 
discipline,  and  to  take  away  from  the  princes,  his  neighbours,  who  WV  CBSr 
Lainmg  wishes  of  hostility,  the  hope  of  cATecting  anything  against  thepcaaaitf 
secuhtv  (tf  his  states,  by  shon-ing  himself  upon  the  frontiers. 

A  fml  year  was  necessary  in  enable  the  young  king  to  execute  a  dcsifB  » 
worthy  of  him.  It  was  not  long  after  his  return  that  the  king  his  father  btOK 
so  dangerously  ill  as  to  be  con\inccd  from  the  first  th.it  he  should  never  ncanL 
He  looked  forward  to  his  last  moments  with  the  most  perfect  iranquiIht]r,lB*il| 
no  other  care  than  to  recommend  to  the  ministers  and  lords  of  the  court  loroAta 
always  in  the  Adeliiy  they  bad  sworn  to  his  son.  They  all  renewed  their  auk 
with  the  same  good-will  they  bad  before  shown.  He  soon  after  drew  hb  M 
breath,  to  the  great  affliction  of  King  Beder  and  t^een  Culnar^  njw  M 
body  deposited  in  a  superb  maasalcum,  with  all  the  pomp  that  bccBixiejM> 
dignity.  * 

After  the  funeral  was  over,  King  Beder  found  no  difHicuUy  in  coisplyias 
the  custom  of  Persia, of  bewailing  the  deceased  for  one  entire  montKandfl 
in  this  interval  no  person  wh.itever.  Hewnnld  h.ive  lamented  for  the  loaf"* 
father  during  his  whole  life  had  he  attended  merely  to  the  dictates  erf  hi)  ItA 
and  had  it  t»cn  consistent  with  the  duties  of  so  great  a  king  to  abandon  ItoM 
wholly  to  grief.  In  Uie  meantime,  the  queen  the  mother  of  tjaecn  Cnlaifi  *■ 
King  Saleh,  with  the  princesses  their  relations,  amv'ed,  and  shared  in  the  iWt^ 
of  the  queen  and  her  son,  before  lhc>-  ventured  to  speak  to  thnn  of  cotJP^ 

When  the  month  was  elapsed,  ihc  king  could  no  longer  diapeJut  wilk  C^n^C 
admittance  to  the  grand  vincr  and  all  the  lords  of  his  court,  wlio  entiBtMi  ^ 
to  lay  aside  his  mourning,  to  appear  before  his  subjects,  and  lo  nBdiftiW',  * 
before,  the  charge  of  public  .nffatrs^  He  6rst  expressed  a  great  unwsKncMMl* 
atterKl  to  them,  when  the  grand  vizier  was  obliged  to  take  up  the  sullfKlttf' 
thus  address  him  :  "  It  is  not  necessary,  sire,  to  represent  lo  your  maieitydtf 
it  partakes  of  female  pertinacity  to  continue  in  perpetual  mournbi^.  WeoetBt 
doubt  that  you  arc  folly  seosibte  of  this,  and  that  it  is  b>'  no  raeeaa  y<mr  taiorfi* 
to  follow  such  example.  Neither  our  tears  nor  yours  can  reitore  lo  Wi  tettV 
your  father,  should  wc  continue  to  wTcp  for  the  remainder  of  oar  ^Mft.    He  ta* 
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iriBBttted  to  the  Uw  common  to  .ill  men.  and  paid  the  indispensable  tribute  of 
Br  nature.  We  cannot,  however,  say  .ibsolmely  th.it  he  Is  dead,  since  we  behold 
kito  anin  in  your  s.irrcd  person.  He  himself  had  nodoubt  when  dying  that  he 
Aould  be  revived  in  you  ;  it  belongs,  therefore,  to  your  majesty  to  prove  that  he 
■u  Dot  deceived." 

Ktoe  Bcder,  unable  to  resist  these  pressing  entreaties,  put  ofT  hts  mourning 
ISB t£u moment :  and  having  rcassumcd  thchabllimcntsandensignsofro%-aJt7, 
W  began  to  provide  f<:>r  the  necessities  of  his  kingdom,  and  of  his  individual 
Wtifects,  with  the  attention  he  had  always  shown  previous  to  his  father's  death. 
S^cnct  was  be  in  following  the  ordinances  of  his  predecessors,  that  the  people 
*CK  hsnOv  sensible  of  any  change  of  .luihnrity. 

XjDg  Sa^eh,  «ho  h.-^d  returned  to  his  king'dom  of  the  sea,  with  the  queen  his 
Mher,  and  the  pnnccSBCS,  as  soon  as  King  Bcder  had  rcassumed  the  reins  of 
iWlliiiKiil.  re\'isited  alone,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  Kinf^  Ueder  and  Queen 
ufaartt  who  «rere  delighted  to  sec  him.  Unc  evening,  after  the  tible  had  been 
llaMW*aod  they  were  left  by  themselves,  the  convcrs<ition  of  King  Saleh  fell 
kltMSiIy  upon  the  praises  of  the  kin^;  his  nephew.  He  remarked  to  his  sister 
kteftilly  be  was  s-iti^ficd  with  the  wisdom  with  which  he  envemed,  and  which 
hid  gained  him  a  ^tic.it  reputation,  ncil  only  amon^  the  kings  his  neighbours^ 
til  even  m  kincdom-.  itie  most  remote.  Heder.  much  embnmssed  at  hearing 
k^Belf  90  highly  commendett,  and  loo  compl.iisant  to  impose  silence  on  his 
■dl^  toned  himself  nn  one  side  and  pretended  to  sleep,  while  he  rested  his 
Ibm]  upon  a  cushion  ^h.it  was  placed  bchmd  him. 

After  having  noticed  the  extraordinary  prudence  and  understanding  of  Beder, 
Ac  king  went  un  to  notice  hts  pergonal  i>erfcclians,  and  spoke  of  him  as  a  prodigy 
■■qaaUcd  on  canluor  in  any  of  the  <.>_>unirics  he  had  known  beneath  the  waters 
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of  the  sea.  "  Sister,"  he  exclaimed  on  :t  sudden,  "  so  pcriiect  as  be  is,  ud  ncl 
as  be  must  appear  to  you,  I  am  astonisbed  th.it  you  have  not  yet  thau||itd 
uniting  him  in  marna^x.  If  I  misLike  not.  he  i^  now  in  his  tweotaeth  jnv,n 
axe  at  which  it  is  not  permitted  tu  a  pnnce  like  bim  to  remain  unglc  I  la 
disposed  to  undertake  myself,  since  you  seem  to  pay  no  attention  to  It,  to  find  t 
queen  for  him  in  some  princc!>5  of  our  kingdoms,  whom  1  may  doczn  Tonbf  U 
him." 

"  Brother,"  replied  Queen  Gulnar^,  '•  yon  bring  to  my  notice  what  I  mm 
confess  to  you  has  never  till  the  present  muincnt  occupied  mythoughtli.  My  as 
has  nc^-cr  expressed  any  desire  to  be  mamed,  and  tl»c  matter  had  never  occond 
to  me.  but  I  ara  exircmety  glad  that  you  have  put  me  in  mind  of  jt  All 
entirely  approve  your  design,  I  must  depend  on  your  goodness  to  procure  hie 
a  consort,  who  will,  t  hope,  be  so  handsome  and  accomplished  thaz  my  hb  «ffl 
feel  himself  compelled  to  love  her." 

"I  know  one,"  replied  King  Saleh,  speaking  in  a  low  lone  of  voicC:,  "bit 
before  i  trll  you  who  she  is,  1  must  beg  you  to  observe  whether  ibv  ktai^BK 
nephew  be  really  asleep.  1  will  give  you  my  reason  why  it  is  propar  to  takeihu 
precaution."  The  queen  turned  herself  to  make  the  nccessar)-  ooKTvaties,  nd 
as  she  saw  Beder  in  the  situ;itiun  described,  she  had  no  suspicion  bat  that  lie «a> 
in  a  profound  sleep.  Bedcr,  however,  far  from  bctnf;  in  that  state,  rcdoubied fan 
attention,  that  he  might  not  lose  one  word  of  what  his  uncle  was  goinc  to  bopMt 
with  so  much  secrecy.  "  You  need  not  restrain  yourself,''  said  the  Qvcea  t»hir 
brother ;  **  you  may  speak  as  freely  as  you  please,  without  the  sm^ctt  tar  if 
bdne  overheard." 

"  ft  is  not  desirnble,"  returned  King  Saleh.  "  that  the  king  my  ncsibev . 


be  made  acquainted  immediately  with  whai  I  am  <going  to  say.  Lovc^  asyn 
know,  sometimes  gains  admission  by  the  ear,  and  it  may  not  be  coovenseu  Hat 
he  should  love  on  report  the  lady  I  am  .ibnut  lo  mention,  as  I  foresee  pM 
difficulties  to  be  surmounted,  not,  as  1  hope,  on  the  part  of  the  priac«M,balA 
that  of  the  king  her  father.  1  have  only  to  mention  to  you  the  Fnnocu  CtadBii 
and  the  King  of  Saniandal." 

"  What  do  you  say,  brother  ? "  replied  the  Qu«en  Gulnaii  ;  "  is  not  the  Priacm 
Giauhar^  yet  married  ?  I  remember  to  have  seen  her  a  hiOe  while  bcfot*  I  U 
you  :  she  was  then  about  eighteen  months  old.  and  even  then  her  beaoty  aai 
really  .astonishing  ;  she  must  now  be  quite  a  wonder  of  the  world,  if  u  1ms  fmm 
on  increasing  from  that  time.  She  is  but  little  older  tlvin  my  SOa,and  tbtS  aw4 
not  deter  us  from  our  endeavours  to  procure  for  him  so  advantafBOia  •  maik 
What  are  the  dif&culties  you  will  have  to  encounter  ?" 

"Stster,"  replied  King  Solch,  *' I  apprehend  much  inconvenience  frna  da 
King  of  SamandaL  His  vanity  is  so  excessive  that  he  looks  upon  htttldfas 
superior  lo  all  other  kings,  and  it  seems  unhkely  that  he  will  consent  to  tictt» 
the  subject  of  this  alliance.  I  witl^  however,  mvself  wan  upon  hun  to  rcqnMfcr 
my  nephew  the  hand  of  the  princess  his  daughter,  and  if  be  refuse,  we  will  i ' ' 
ourselves  where  we  m.iy  expect  to  be  more  fivourably  received.  For  this  i 
as  you  perceive,"  addwl  he,  "  it  is  ver>'  desirable  that  mv  nephew  shootd 
nothing  of  our  purpose  till  we  are  certain  of  [he  King  of  SanundaTa  *:<»ff*ti  *» 
fear  his  affection  for  the  Princess  Giaubar^  should  take  strong  poMCMioa  ' 
him,  and  we  should  be  at  last  unable  to  succeed  in  procuring  her.^  Thiwcaa- 
tmucd  to  conTcrse  for  some  time  upon  this  subject.  :ind  before  thev  sepanied,s 
was  agreed  that  King  Sateh  should  return  immctliately  to  his  kiiwdocB.  aad 
should  demand  of  the  King  of  Samandal  the  hand  of  the  Princcts  Cnuloii  kr 
the  King  of  Persia. 

Queen  Gulnar^  and  King  Saleh,  who  had  no  doubt  thai  Beder  was  aafaif. 
roused  him  as  thev  were  abuui  lo  retire,  when  the  king  succeeded  pcffcciKis 
maJciag  them  believe  he  was  tesdiy  recovering  from  a  deep  sleep.    The  &n. 


TV  HiiAfry  t^  Btdtr  and  GiauMari.  413 


feowcvtr,  «u,  ihu  be  bad  not  lost  a  lin^  word  of  their  convenatinn.  And  that 
dM  picMre  they  had  dnwn  ct  the  PnnceM  Gianhar^  had  excited  a  pjs»iori 
■Iwigbrtirr  new  in  hU  braatt.  He  Corned  to  hiimelf  50  eulicd  an  td»  of  her 
Wiiitj.  that  (he  hope  of  poiscaung  hrr  ocauioned  him  to  imus  ih«  whole  night 
in  M  audi  afitatwo,  that  he  «ai  unable  to  close  his  r\es  lor  a  tnomenL 

KiBf  Salib  proposed  10  take  leave  the  next  day  of  nueen  Gulnai^  and  of  the 
Uag  hn  nephev.  The  yuunt;  King  of  Permia,  who  waa  well  aware  that  his  uncle 
bad  no  bttention  in  leaving  them  »o  soon  but  to  prevent  any  loa  of  time  in  the 
eaBMlwii  of  the  scheme  he  haul  formed  for  his  happiness,  could  not  hear  of  his 
<fcp«rtiire  wOhout  sliowlnc  evident  marks  of  interest  by  the  frequent  changes  of 
Us  cooattftancc.  His  pewon  was  already  so  strong  that  he  could  not  endure 
Ibe  kleft  of  being  pc«chM«l  from  bcMding  the  object  that  occasioned  it  during 
ae  lOM  a  time  as  would  be  oeeeMarjr  to  arraage  a  formal  treaty  of  marriage.  He 
Mik  tie  teaolution  of  rcqitcciing  hie  wide  10  take  him  with  h:m  ;  but,  as  he  was 
^mknm  that  hit  mother  should  know  nothiftf;  of  the  matter,  in  urder  that  he 
■Ut  have  an  opportunit}-  of  speaking  to  him  in  pnv.itc.  he  cni;:tged  hmi  to 
dMW  ht«  journey  for  a  day  or  two,  to  be  of  a  hunting  party  with  him,  itsolving 
10  profit  b>-  this  opportunity  to  make  hU  wishes  known. 

The  huntmg  party  took  place,  and  King  Bcdcr  found  himself  sevcrtd  tiroes 
alene  with  his  uncle,  but  he  could  never  sunnnon  courage  to  utter  a  tingle  word 
«f  ■&  that  he  had  before  determined  to  say.  In  the  height  of  the  chase,  when 
Kfaif  Selcb  bad  separated  himtclf  from  htm,  and  no  one  of  hi*  officers  or 
■Uewdanrt  i«nuuacd  near  him,  he  alighted  from  his  borte,  near  a  brook,  and 
faaniig  burned  the  animal  to  :>  tree,  which,  with  many  other*  that  bordered  tt^ 
laoide  a  beautiful  shade  nlon^  its  b-inki,  be  reclined  u^wn  the  gra»s,  and  gave 
fine  acope  to  ht»  tears,  which  llowed  tn  aburkdance,  accompanied  with  frequent 
■fhfc  Me  remained  a  long  dmc  in  thit  iDiti,  wboUj  absorbed  In  reflection, 
widKWl  uiienng  a  ttngle  word 

In  iho  meantime.  King  Saleh,  who  no  lanfer  saw  his  nephew,  w.is  extremely 
aiwiOQS  to  know  what  was  become  of  hnn.  but  couM  find  no  one  who  could  give 
tibc  leeit  mfmmation.  He  then  lemnted  hbnself  from  the  party  to  go  in  sevdi 
df  him,  and  soon  after  perceived  nlm  at  soma  distance.  He  tud  observed  fiw 
day  before,  and  more  evtdemljr  on  the  preaenc  day,  that  hl»  nepbew  had  not  his 
Moal  qiints^itaat  be  was,  owtnry  lo  cttMom,  pmidvc  and  rewrvcd,  and  by  no 
tneaiM  ready  to  gir*  an  answer  to  any  question  that  was  propoaed  to  htm.  Hut 
be  had  twt  the  watt  tospicinn  of  the  cause  of  this  change.  A«  soon  .it  he  taw 
him  m  the  viiu.ition  dcscnbcd.  he  had  not  a  doubt  in  hii  mind  but  iKc  king  had 
o^rerhcird  rTir  ^<)n\-er%.ilion  bciweccn  liim»elf  and  the  <[Uwti  hi^  Tnolher. and  that 
h-         -  V  m  love,    tie  de«rended  from  bis  h'  r  dittnnL-e,  aitd 

h^  to  a  tree,  approached  in  a  drcidt*'  ■,  and  without 

n»ki£>r  noise,  till  he  came  sufficiently  itcar  to  bear  the  young  knc 

pnaou'  vords : 

"AmnMc  ;!ifi<:cvM>f  the  kingdom  of  Samandal."  be  rxriahned.  "it  iibuta 
fcvUe  sketch  th.1i  h.it  been  given  me  of  thy  beauty,  which  I  doubt  not  more 
■ROela  that  at  all  the  pnm  p\tct  in  the  woflo  than  the  tplendcur  of  the  sun  b 
euptika  to  that  of  ihe  m.Hin  or  of  the  other  heavenly  bodicv     I  would  go  this 

aoacBt  to  make  ihctan  niTr -'  -.  heart,  did  I  but  know  where  to  find  thee: 

jl  il  tbtnc.  and  nerirr  iKall  but  thvscif  posseas  It." 

IQm  Saleh  did  not  with  u-  ..^>i  ,iM>rc-,  he  advanced,  so  at  to  lie  perceived  by 
IQog  mder.  "  From  what  1  perceive,  nephew,"  said  he,  **  yoa  overheard  yester- 
^Kf  wiMt  the  queen  your  mother  aiul  myaetf  were  laybig  about  the  I'rincess  Gian- 
hftrt.  We  shoald  have  been  more  on  oormard.  bit  that  we  belies  rd  y<M  wviv 
L»    •  Mr  dear  anck,' returned  KinirBeder,'' I  did  n«t  lo»c  a  uncle  wonl 


«f  MOT  eoBverMiicm.  ar>d  I  have  fully  eipetjenced  the  effect  yoo  frireuv,  and 
anidi  you  were  so  aituous  to  prevent    I  detained  you  for  iba  cxprrsa  parpoaa 
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of  infonninx  you  of  the  suie  of  my  heart,  but  the  confusiun  I  feU  when  I 
to  ha\-c  made  known  my  '^■cakncss,  if  inaccd  it  be  a  weakness  lo  love  J 
so  worthy  of  affection,  ahiolutcly  closed  ray  lips.  I  entreat  tou,  then,  ., 
friendship  you  entertain  for  one  who  has  the  honour  of  being  %o  rtearljr  allied 
you,  that  you  u-iti  extend  your  pity  to  mi?,  and  noi  defer  to  procure  me  a  liRlM  < 
the  divine  r.iauharf;  till  you  have  obtained  the  consent  of  ihc  kinc  her  fiubtri 
our  mairiagL-,  if  you  wish  tu  prevent  my  dying  for  the  love  of  her  bciore  I  MC  t 

This  disct^urse  of  the  King  of  Persia  extremely  embarrassed  King  Salch,' 
represented  to  him  the  great  diftioiirj-  there  would  be  in  obtninin^  for  hsm 
satisfaction  he  wished ;  th.il  he  could  not  do  it  without  taking  hun  with  ' 
white  his  presence  in  his  own  kmgdom  was  so  necessary,  that  much  incoai 
might  be  apprehended  (rum  his  absence  ;  he  entreated  him  to  moderate  luf 
sion  till  matters  could  be  put  in  a  proper  (rain,  assurinj^  him  thai  he  wa«Ud 
ploy  every  means  in  liis  power  to  secure  the  sum  ess  they  both  so  much 
and  that  he  would  at  all  events  give  him  an  account  of  his  miction  in  a  very  I 
days.   The  King  of  Persia  W.1S  deaf  to  all  these  arguments.   '*  Unkind  uncles' 
exclaimed,  "  it  is  too  apparent  that  you  do  not  love  me  so  much  as  I  ~ 
and  that  you  would  rather  see  me  die  with  anxiety  than  grant  mc  the  first 
that  I  ever  made  to  you  in  m>-  life." 

"  1  am  ready  to  convince  your  majesty,"  replied  King  Saleh,  "  that  there 
nothing  I  will  not  do  to  oblige  you,  but  I  cannot  possibly  agree  to  your  defart 
with  mc  till  you  have  mentioned  it  to  the  queen  your  mother.     \V  nat  would 
say  of  us  both?     I  am  willing,  if  she  consent,  ana   I  will  even  a<ld  my  entr 
to  j*our  own."    "Vou  are  not  ignorant,"  replied  the  King  of  Persia,  **  that 
mother  will  never  consent  to  my  leaving  her  ;  this  excuse,  therefore,  makes 
perceive  more  clearly  the  little  inclination  you  have  to  please  me.     If  you  Io« 
me  as  much  as  you  would  sometimes  make  me  believe,  you  would  at  once 
to  vour  kingdom,  and  take  me  with  you." 

king  Saleh,  compelled  to  yield  to  the  King  of  Persia's  solicitation,  drew  off] 
ring  which  be  wore  on  his  finger,  on  which  were  engraven  the  same 
names  of  the  Deity  as  were  upon  the  seal  of  Solomon,  and  which  bv  i 
had  produced  such  miraculous  etfccts.    In  presentmg  n  to  him,  "Take  1 
said  he.  "  P"t  it  upon  your  linger,  and  fear  neither  the  waters  nor  the 
the  sea."  The  King  of  Persia  took  the  ring  and  put  it  on  his  linger.   After- 
King  Saleh  said  to  him.  "Do  as  I  do :"  at  die  same  time  they  rose 
lightly  in  the  air,  and  proceeding  towards  the  sea,  which  wu  not  vcf)' 
the>'  immediately  plunged  into  it. 

It  was  not  long  before  his  m.irine  nujesty  arrived  at  the  palace,  accontf 
by  the  King  of  Persia  his  ncphcu',  whom  he  immediately  conducted  to  the  : 
mcnt  of  the  <:jueen  and  presented  him  to  her.  The  King  of  Persia  kiMC 
hand  of  the  queen  his  giMndmoiher,  who  in  her  turn  embraced  him  with  tba  i 
ti^-ely  demonstrations  of  joy.  ''  I  do  not  inauirc  after  j-our  health."  satd  tbo; 
perceive  th.ii  you  are  perfectly  well,  and  it  delights  mc  to  find  you  so  ;  bui  I  am 
very  anxious  to  learn  some  intelligence  of  my  daughter,  (Jucen  Gulnar^.*  The 
King  of  Persia  took  especial  care  not  to  divulge  tliat  he  left  his  palace  wHfaool 
taking  leave  of  her  ;  on  the  rontrary,  he  assured  his  grandmother  that  she 
in  perfect  ht.ilth,  and  that  he  w.is  charged  to  present  her  most  dutiful  and 
tionaie  reg.irds.  The  queen  presented  him  afterwards  to  the  princesMa« 
while  they  were  engaged  in  conversation  together,  she  withtirew  into  her 
with  King  S.ilch,  who  informed  her  of  the  dttemnu  in  which  the  loix  which 
King  of  Persia  had  conceived  for  the  Princess  Giauhari,  on  the  mere  i 
of  her  beauty,  had  placed  Inm. 

fVlthoiigh,  to  speak  pro[>t:rly.  King  Saleh  was  the  innocent  cause  of  the  lOsf 
of  Persia's  p.ission,  the  queen  was  nevertheless  much  dissatistied  withhbcoadwrt 
in  having  spoken  before  him  Mitb  so  little  precaution  of  the  Prince&s  GbufaarL 


**  Yoor  impnidacc/  wid  ibe  **  tt  unparrionabie :  can  >-ou  hope  tbal  Uw  King  of 
Sonada^  wbott  cbaimcter  you  w  w«U  Iczmw,  wlU  have  more  respect  fur  you  inan 
far  *o  raanjr  oihcr  lovetcigM,  whoac  wit  he  hju  rejected  with  aurh  atien  marks 
of  uoWBtpi }    Arc  you  desirous  to  be  ftent  awav  with  a  timiUr  distfmce  ? " 

**  Madam,' replied  K'  "I  have  Already  obicrved  toyuu.mai  the  being 

uiwfliciid  by  the  kin^-  ^  in  the  relation  I  f:ave  lo  my  iistcr  concemmg 

ifec  beauty  oi'  (he  Wtm  c-t  >..i.iunare  was  whuUy  conir.iry  t"  my  wUh  or  iatensiob 
B«t  ibe  abchicf  >»  dnne  :  and  we  are  now  tu  remember  th.it  he  is  nuiiaiuucly 
in  love,  and  th.it  lie  »ill  dicvlth  grief  irwcdu  nut  obtain  hcrforhim,  dv  vhAterer 
BNaAt  it  may  be  effected.  I  fe«l  ih-it,  however  innocently,  r(  is  I  who  h^vc  done 
iht  evil,  and  that  it  it  therefore  my  duty,  as  it  is  my  incliii.itKjn,  (u  cuntnbuie 
Cnryihinf  te  my  power  lowanU  pruvidmjt  a  remedy.  I  hnpe^  ni.irl.-ini.  ywi  wdl 
;oC  the  retolutuin  1  have  taken  to  wait  upon  the  King  of  S  'j.i-ir>'i  •!  rny- 

^leoSir  hlmn  nchprcacntof  iewcla,aiul  to  demand  thcpnttn  hier 

'  cbe  Kkg  et  fcraia,  year  mndion.    1  cntcrum  some  cunfidcr.  ,  r.  will 

nwyasd  th.it  he  wUl  consent  to  an  alliance  with  one  of  the  mau  power- 

:  aicMUUcfaa  of  the  earth." 
**  It  were  to  be  wished,"  replied  the  aueen,  "  that  vc  had  not  been  reduced  to 
the  ococuity  of  making  this  demand,  lor  the  success  of  which  we  have  fo  great 
naaon  to  fear  ;  but  as  it  is  the  object  of  our  present  consideration  to  give  repose 
aad  aatbCactioo  lo  the  kiri^  my  xundwn,  I  shall  not  withhold  my  consent  to 
yoor  acheme.    Above  all  things,  since  you  lo  well  know  ihv  :  f  the  Kintf 

of  Sonttndal,  lake  care.  I  onticai  you,  to  addreu  hmi  wtih  ■  Ji  respect 

ii  duo  to  him,  and  in  terms  so  obliging  that  he  r^nriot  po^tibty  ukc 


Ttae  goeen  herself  prepared  the  present,  which  consisted  of  diamondsj  rutrica, 
^TT*T^».  axKl  rows  of  pcarb  :  these  were  deposited  in  on  extremely  neb  and 

kanbfcl  casket.    Kim-  ''-<'■*' k  leave  next  day  of  the  queen  his  mother,  and 

_  of  Heraia  :  u:  ha  small  and  select  rctmuc  of  hi4  ofticcts  and 

U,  he  soon  reacltt^  ....  ^ -Jt;dom,  the  capital,  and  e^en  the  paUcc  of  the 
of  Saraandal.  wbxt,  as  soon  as  he  beard  of  his  arrival,  gave  him  audience. 
me  ftxmt  his  throne  when  Kioe  Salefa  first  made  his  a^^icarance,  Mho  was 
vriHiag  for  a  few  moments  to  forget  his  rank,  and  prostrate  hinueif  at  the  I'cct  of 
Aottoaorch,  wishing  him  the  accumpltshmcntof  all  he  couid  desire,  llie  Kin); 
of  ^MMUMlal  stooped  itnmediaicly  m  order  to  raise  him,  and  having  given  him 
•  iImo  Mtr  him.  he  atntred  him  */  the  satidSsctlon  h«  had  in  seeing  him,  and 
lO  know  if  ilierr  were  anything  be  could  do  to  serve  him. 
Sire,*  replied  Kinff  Salcb,  "  if  in  the  kiurney  I  have  taken,  I  have  bo  other 
than  to  pay  my  respects  to  ooc  of  the  most  powerful  princes  the  woikl 
kmwti,  lu  a  prmce  equally  dtsttnguishcd  by  his  wisdom  and  hts  valowt  I 
lU  taot  feebly  express  to  your  majesty  how  much  I  esteem  and  honour  you. 
U  yen  oeold  penetrate  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  you  would  perceive  the  great 
*«Mmt0B  t  OBMrtacit  for  your  matesty,  and  the  ardcat  desire  I  have  to  ^Lve  you 
MHM  proofr  of  my  ■ttachroent.'*  Having  thus  spoken,  be  took  the  casket  from 
Aehuids  of  one  of  lus  Bttmd.int«,  and  presenting  it  to  bin,  tntreaicd  that  be 
would  have  the  goodness  to  acrepi  it. 

**  Prince,'  replied  the  Kiog  o(  Simandal,  **  vou  would  not  offer  a  present  of 
Abeahn  If  yoo  had  noi  sone  propolinnam  bvov  to  ask.  If  it  be  an>thlac 
wWkia  my  pnwi-f  >i  will  gtve  me  tin  gnaiait  pleasure  to  accede  to  your  wi^ 
Sprak,  am]  v  in  what  iray  I  can  scne  you." 

"It  ts  ir.i..  (lied  King  Saleb.  "that  I  have  a  favour  to  ast  of  your 

naiesty.  who  ni.iv  be  assured  that   I  should  be  careful  not  to  tttv  ■'  U 

■at  la  your  nu|c«ty'*  PowTr  m  prant ;  the  thing, indeo!.  depends  m  -poo 

f.  thai  tt  would  I'  -r  utelessioapi  ■  oe  dwt.    1  vKAture;, 

to  urse  my  i>c :  i  all  poM^ilo  tai  -od  to  beg  thai  yoo 
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will  not  refuse  compliance."  "If  this  be  the  case," replied  the  Kin; of : 

"  you  have  only  to  inform  mc  of  your  wishes,  to  be  witness  of  the  lu^ntsBi 

will  give  me  lo  oblige  you  in  anything  williin  the  limits  of  my  authority. 

"  Sire,"  said  Kin^  Salch,  "  yotir  majestv  having  cncouragetl  mc  to  plaoc 
ffreat  a  confidence  in  your  good-will,  I  will  no  longer  dissemlile  that  t  amco 
Either  to  entreat  ymi  lo  honour  uswilh  yt>ur  alliance  through  the  manioffe  of  i 
Princes  Ciiauhari,  your  illustrious  daughter,  and  thus  to  confirm  th«|  vataf  wmi 
good  understanding  which  for  so  long  a  lime  have  subsisted  between 
kingdoms." 

At  this  proposal  the  Kin^  of  Samindal  burst  out  in  a  x-iolent  fit  of 
thro\nng  himself  backward  in  his  seat,  in  order  to  rest  himself  on  the 
behind  him.m  a  manner  that  was  highly  insulting  to  King  baleh.   "  Kin( 
r  said  he,  with  an  air  of  contempt, ''  1  had  aIwa)-3  looked  upon  yoa  as  a  warn  aid 
'  considerate  prince,  and  as  possessed  of  much  good  sense,  and  I  am  sony  to  fiad, 
from  what  I  have  just  heard  from  you,  how  entirely  I  have  been  dcceivni 
me,  I  beg,  where  could  your  understanding  possibly  be  wandering  whes 
formed  to  yourself  so  extravagant  a  chimera  as  thai  of  which  you  have  T 
speaking?     Could  you  really  harbour  a  thought  of  aspiring  to  the  hand 
princess  descended  from  so  great  and  powerful  a  monarch  as  1  am  ?    Yo< 
well  to  have  considered  the  immense  disunce  there  is  between  you  and 
you  came  hither  to  sacrifice  in  a  moment  the  good  opmion  I  have  always  i 
laincd  of  you." 

King  Salch  was  most  excessively  offended  at  this  insolent  answer,  aad 

g[reat  difficulty  in  restraining  his  just  resentment ;  he  replied,  however,  wiA  aS 
possible  moderation,  "  .May  God  reward  your  majesty  as  you  deser%-e  :  aXknr  mt 
the  honour  to  tell  you  that  I  do  not  solicit  the  princess  your  daughter  in  mairiige 
for  myself:  but  had  tliis  been  the  case,  far  from  its  bemg  an  occasioa  of  JMI 
offence  either  to  j-our  majesty  or  the  princess  herself.  1  cannoc  but  flatter  ai^Ktf 
that  it  would  have  done  equal  honour  to  all  parties.  Vnur  majesty  caafUM  kMI 
know  that  I,  as  well  as  yourself,  am  one  of  the  kings  of  the  sea  :  itut  the  kii>(X 
my  predecessors,  yield  in  the  antiquity  and  splendour  uf  their  bouse  to  no  sow- 
,  reign  whatever ;  and  that  the  kingdom  which  1  inherit  from  them  is  not  Igb 
:flourishmg  or  powerful  than  it  has  ever  been.  But  be  this  as  it  may,  had  I  not 
been  interrupted,  you  would  have  been  informed  that  the  favour  I  asked  was  ■■ 
for  myself,  but  fur  the  young  King  of  Persia,  my  nephew,  with  whose  po«cm4 
grandeur,  as  well  as  personal  qualities,  yini  cannot  be  unacquainted.  L  n IJJ  ylmJi 
admits  that  the  Princess  Giauhar<?  is  the  most  beautiful  creature  beneach  tbe 
heavens;  but  it  is  no  less  true  that  the  young  King  of  Persia  has  thefiocct  fiCW^ 
and  is  the  most  accomplished  young  man  thai  lives  on  the  earth. or  in  anya  te 
kingdoms  of  the  sea  :  these  are  facts  admitted  un  all  sides.  As,  then,  the  Umm 
I  dcm.ind  will  reflect  much  honour  both  on  yourself  and  the  Princess  GknlavL 
you  can  has-e  no  reason  to  apprehend  that  your  consent  to  so  proper  and  eqav 
an  albance  will  not  meet  with  universal  approbation.  The  princess  ts  undoubMly 
worthy  of  the  King  of  Persia,  nor  is  the  king  less  worthy  of  her." 

The  King  of  Samandal  would  not  liave  givxn  King  Salch  an  opportunity  of 
speaking  for  so  long  a  time,  had  not  tl»e  rage  he  felt  deprived  him  of  all  piwiJ 
of  utterance.  It  was  some  time  after  the  other  had  ceased  before  he  avid 
recover  his  speech.  He  at  length  broke  out  in  terms  of  tbe  grotsest  abuse*  mA 
altogether  unworthy  a  king.  "  Dog !"  he  exclaimed,  "dare  vmi  to  bold  lUt 
insolent  language,  and  even  to  utter  the  name  of  my  daughter  IWorr  me?  De 
you  imagine  that  the  son  of  your  sister  Gulnari^  can  enter  into  i  .        r*  wiih 

my  daughter?    WTio  are  vou?   Who  was  your  father?    Who  is  •.  '  and 

who  is  >-our  nephew  ?     Was  not  his  father  a  reptile,  and  the  son  oi  a  rei<uc,  bke 
yourself?     Scire  the  insolent  wretch  tins  moment,  and  cut  off  his  hrad." 

A  fetT  ofBcers  who  were  about  the  person  of  tlie  Kmjf  of  Samaodal  pnpaicd 
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»1y  Id  obey  his  orders:  but  as  King  Saleh  was  in  the  full  vieour  of  hfe, 
extremdy  light  and  active,  he  escaped  before  they  had  drawn  their  sabrei, 
gained  the  pahce  gate,  where  he  met  a  thousiind  of  his  relations  and  fricndi 
aimed  and  equipped,  who  had  just  arrived.     The  queen  his  mother,  having-j 
'dcred  how  few  attendants  he  had  taken  with  him,  and  entertaining  some; 
apprehension  of  the  sort  of  reception  the  Kin^  of  Sam.-uidai  mi^ht  ^ive  him,  had ' 
seat  oflf  this  party,  entreating  them  lo  proceed  with  the  f;reatest  possible  diligence. 
His  relations  at  tlie  head  of  the  troop  were  much  grauticd  at  ha\-in(;  arrived  so 
rery  opportunely,  when  they  saw  him  approuchme  in  haste,  and  his  people  fol- 
knnxig  tn  tp'tat  disorder,  and  others  pur>uinj{   them.     "Sire,"  cried  they  the 
moment  he  joined  them." what's  the  matter?     We  are  ready  to  avo^c  you; 
Tou  ha\-e  only  to  command  us." 

King  Saleh,  in  a  very  few  words,  informed  ihem  of  the  aflfotr ;  he  then  put 
himself  at  the  head  of  a  considerable  part)-,  leaving  the  rest  in  possession  of  the 
-,  which  they  had  sebed,  and  returned  hack  towards  the  palace.  The  few 
ers  and  guards  who  had  pursued  him  having  been  dispersed,  he  re-entered 
apartment  of  the  King  of  Samanda),  who,  being  abandoned  by  those  about 
was  instantly  seized.  King  Salch  having  left  a  sufiFtcient  niunber  of  his 
.V  about  the  king  to  secure  his  person,  he  went  from  nwm  tu  room  in  search 
the  Princess  Giauhar^  ;  but  this  lady  had,  at  the  very  beginning  of  the  con- 
fiinon,  accompanied  by  the  females  her  ailcndanis,  darted  to  the  surface  of  the 
■ea,  and  escaped  to  a  clesert  island. 

Whilst  these  things  were  passing  at  the  paLice  of  the  King  of  Samandal,  some 
«f  King  Saleh 's  people,  who  had  taken  flight  on  the  first  menaces  tJicy  had  heard 
4{IU1K  their  roval  master,  put  the  queen  his  mother  into  ver>'  great  alarm  by 
tofonning  her  of  the  danger  in  which  they  had  left  him.  The  young  King  Beder, 
»bowi$  present  at  their  arrival,  was  so  much  the  more  shocked  as  he  considered 
tumsdf  the  6rst  and  chief  cause  of  all  the  mischief  which  might  ensue.  He  did 
not  fed  himself  sufficiently  in  spirits  to  support  the  presence  of  the  queen  bis 
gnadmothcr,  in  the  fnrlnm  situation  in  which  he  bclicvtxl  King  Saleh  to  be 
odrelyon  his  account.  \\'hile, therefore,  she  was  occupied  in  giving  such  orders 
Mwre  necessary-  in  the  present  posture  of  atfairs,  he  dancd  from  the  bottom  of 
^sea.  and  being  ignorant  of  the  road  to  Persia,  ascended  to  the  same  island 
o  which  the  Princess  Giauhari  had  already  made  her  escape. 
This  prince,  in  a  very  dejected  state  of  mind,  seated  himself  at  the  foot  of  a 

Sit  tree,  which  was  surrounded  by  many  others.  Wliiie  he  u-as  tlicrc,  en- 
nmring  to  recover  his  spirits,  he  heard  the  sound  of  a  voice  ;  he  immediately 
f>ttinto  tmen  attentively;  but  being  too  distant  to  understand  a  sylbble of  what 
WneiTd,  be  rose  from  his  seat,  when,  advancing  without  the  least  noise  to  the 
pllce  whence  the  sound  came,  he  iierceivcd  through  the  foliage  a  lady  of  such 
Tsite  beauty  as  wholly  dauled  him.  ''  Without  doubt,"  said  he  to  himself, 
he  stripped  and  sur\-cycd  her  with  an  eyeof  .latonishment,  "without  doubt, 
the  Pnnccss  Giauh;iri,  who  has  been  compelled  by  terror  to  abandon  the 
of  the  king  her  father  ;  but  whos4xrver  she  be,  she  seems  not  less  to  deserve 
I  should  love  her  with  my  whole  heart."  He  did  not  pause  any  longer,  but 
"toediately  approached  the  princess,  with  a  profound  reverence.  "  Madam,* 
ttid  he,  **  I  cannot  sufhciently  thank  Heaven  for  the  favour  it  has  done  me,  in 
Resenting  to  my  view  so  much  beauty ;  no  greater  happiness  can  possibly  befall 
'Be  than  the  being  able  to  offer  you  my  most  humble  seni'ices.  1  entreat  you  to 
j>a«pt  them :  a  person  like  yoit  cannot  be  in  such  a  solitude  as  this  without 
«ving  need  of  assistance." 

"It  is  indeed,  sir,"  replied  the  Princess  Giauhari,  with  an  air  of  great  melan- 
'holy,  "a  \xry  unusual  thing  for  a  lady  of  my  rank  to  tind  herself  in  the  forlorn 
"t**  I  am  now  in.  I  am,  sir,  a  princess,  daughter  of  the  King  of  Samamlal,  and 
am  called  Giauhar^.     I  was  living  very  quietly  in  his  palace,  when  I  heard  a 
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sudden  and  most  dreadful  noise.  Some  of  my  people  cotne  immediately  to  i»* 
form  me,  that  King  Salch,  for  I  know  not  what  reason,  had  forced  the  pilm^ 
and  seifcd  on  the  king  my  fAther,  after  having  laid  violent  hands  on  tbose  of  ha 
guard  who  had  m.idc  rcsistinrc.  I  had  only  time  to  save  my&cU^  and  to  sedkU 
asyhmi  in  this  place  from  his  rajje." 

On  hearing  this  account  from  the  princes5,  King  Beder,  In  nittCfa  copftttlOBt 
silently  reproached  himself  for  hi%ing  so  abruptly  quitted  the  queen  hH  gnad- 
mother,  without  having  waited  the  arrival  of  more  accurate  information  thuk  tbt 
report  of  a  few  tcrriticd  fugitives.  He  was,  however,  dcligbied  that  the  k^cbts 
uncle  had  made  himself  master  of  the  Km^  of  Samandal^  person,  not  r1tiiiiT>ih| 
that  the  tatter,  for  the  sake  of  regaining  bi:$  liberty,  would  readily  agrae  to  ni 
union  with  the  princess.  *'  Adorable  prince^^s,"  he  replied,  "  your  concciD  tt  joAi 
but  It  is  easy  to  put  a  period  Ixith  to  that  and  to  tlie  captivity  of  the  king  foor 
father.  Vou  will,  I  doubt  not,  agree  with  me,  when  you  know  that  my  tiaat  b 
[leder,  that  I  am  VSn^  of  Tersia,  and  that  King  SAleh  is  my  uncl&  1  cui  COb- 
fidently  a^ure  you  that  he  has  no  intention  of  seizing  on  the  dominions  of  the 
king  your  father ;  nor  has  he  any  other  object  in  new  than  to  pre^TUl  with  him 
to  allow  me  the  honour  and  liappincss  of  being  his  snn-in-law,  by  recenrim  yvo 
from  his  royal  hand.  I  bad  already  given  vou  my  heart  on  the  mere  report  of 
your  charms.  Far  from  repenting  of  the  gift,  I  now  entreat  you  to  receive  k, 
and  to  be  assured  that  it  will  never  heat  but  for  you.  I  presume  to  hope  dot 
)ou  will  not  refuse  me,  and  that  you  will  even  be  of  opinion  that  a  kin^  mtD  hu 
quitted  hi«  throne  solely  to  make  you  an  offer  of  his  love,  baa  some  clsiBit  oa 
your  gratitude.  Permit  me  then,  beautiful  princess,  to  have  the  hoDour  of  prt- 
senting  you  to  my  uncle.  The  kin^  your  father  will  have  no  sooner  «««n  hs 
consent  to  our  marriage,  than  he  will  be  left  master  of  his  kingdom  AAwfeitti* 

This  derUration  of  King  Ucder  did  not  produce  the  effect  which  be  bad  A- 
pected  from  it.  The  princess,  at  the  first  view  of  him,  struck  with  his  fiae  ficuw. 
gallant  air,  and  the  finished  address  with  which  he  had  accosted  her,  couU  Bot 
behold  him  without  rising  scnltmcnts  of  partiality :  but.  as  soon  as  ihe  ^d 
learned  from  himself  that  he  had  )xM:n  the  cause  of  ilic  ill  treatment  vhkh  tbt 
king  her  father  had  experienced,  of  the  grief  which  she  herself  bad  endund*  lad 
of  the  lerrois  iiie  h.id  felt  wMh  regard  to  the  security  of  her  own  penQM,  and  of 
the  necessity  to  which  she  had  been  reduced,  of  having  recourse  to  fligfal|dx 
regnrded  him  .is  .in  enemy  with  whom  she  was  bound  to  have  no  coftaectktt. 
'^^lever  disposition,  loo,  she  herself  might  ha\-e  bad  toconsent  to  the  marriage, 
yet  as  she  bebeved  one  of  the  strongest  objecuona  on  tlie  part  of  her  father  aroae 
from  the  origin  of  Kinji^  Hcder,  who  was  descended  from  a  sovereign  of  the  cmb, 
she  was  resoU-ed.  m  a  matter  so  important  to  the  dignity  of  their  bouse,  to  safanil 
entirely  to  his  will.  She,  nevertheless,  concealed  her  resentment  from  Beder. 
being  anxiouK  to  deliver  herself  from  \\'\i  hands.  Making  him,  therefore,  bdfim 
that  she  regarded  him  with  kindness,  "Ynu  are.  then,  sir,"  she  replied  withal 
possible  counesy,  "son  of  Queen  Gulnar^.  so  celebrated  for  her  extraortlinarjr 
beauty,  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  have  made  the  discovery,  and  1  am  di^ 
lighteid  to  see  in  vou  a  prince  so  worthy  cf  her.  The  king  my  father  was  xvPf 
wrong  to  oppose  himself  so  violently  to  our  union;  he  will  no  sooner  soe  yoa  ihaa 
he  will  readily  consent  to  render  us  both  h.ippy."  Having  thuj  addmaed  bin, 
she  presented  her  hand  in  token  of  fncnd»ni|>. 

King  Beder  now  imagined  himself  at  tlic  vcr>'  summit  of  human  happinoi; 
he  extended  his  hand,  and  taking  ttiat  of  the  princess,  )x>we{i  forward  m  aider 
to  kiss  it  respectfully.  The  princess  did  nut  .illow  him  time.  "  Wretch  I  *  faJd 
flhe,drivitig  him  away,  and  spitting  in  his  face  for  want  of  water**' quit  the  human 
form,  and  l.ilce  thai  of  a  white  turd,  with  red  Heak  and  feel."  As  soon  as  she 
prnnounred  these  words,  Kinf^  Iteder,  to  his  infinite  mortiii^'ation  aail  astoc^hb- 
mcnt,  was  changed  into  a  bird  of  the  fom^  prcscnhcd.    "  Take  it,"  Mid  the  lo 


^^ 


7"A{*  History  of  BeJtr  (\nd  Ghuharh 


4»9 


Me  of  ber  women,  "  and  convey  it  lo  the  dr>-  island."  This  island  was  nothing 
bn  a  firigbtful  ruck,  which  produced  not  a  sinj^le  drop  of  water. 

The  woman  tuok  the  bird  :  but.  in  executing  the  order  uf  the  Princess  Giuu- 
hirifShc  cuuld  nut  but  cutnpassionaie  the  hard  futc  of  King  Beder.  "  It  wuutd 
be  a  great  puv,"  said  she  tu  herself.  "  iliat  a  prince  so  wortny  (o  hve  should  die 
ti  htifi^tT  .inj  thirst  A  princess  of  so  kind  and  gentle  a  disposition  will  pro- 
\)a\  \   repent  h.iving  given  so  cruel  .in  order,  as  soon  as  she  shall  be  a 

ti:ij  rd  from  her  present  anger.     It  will  be  much  beiier  that  1  should 

cury  fatm  ta  some  place  where  he  max  die  a  naturai  death."  She  then  conveyed 
him  to  a  wcU-peopied  island,  and  left  hiin  in  a  pleasant  countr)*,  planted  with 
every  ton  of  fruit-trees,  and  n-atered  by  abundance  of  streams. 


\A»  I   O.X   I  tut  IILAJIIL 


let  US  now  return  to  King  Saleh.  After  himselfand  his  people  had  sought  in 
^^  throu^i  everv  part  of  the  p.il.ice  for  the  Princess  Gi.mfiarfr,  he  orderrf  the 
Ktbj  of  Simand.O  to  be  secured  in  his  own  palace  under  a  strong  guard,  and 
tim,  giving  ihc  necessary'  orders  for  the  government  of  the  kingdom  during  his 
viwKC,  he  returned  to  the  queen  his  mother,  to  make  her  ac<|uaintcd  with  what 
^  happened.  On  his  am%  al  he  immediately  inquired  after  the  kin^;  hii  nephew, 
md  learned  with  the  grc.-\test  surprise  and  concern  that  he  had  disappeared. 
"Tfccw  came  to  infonn  us,"  said  the  queen  his  mother,  *'  of  the  srcat  danger  you 
*lfe  m  from  the  King  of  Samandal ;  and,  while  1  was  giving  orders  to  send  yoi' 
6tA  succour,  either  to  defi?nd  you  or  to  avenge  your  wrongs,  he  disappeared. 
He  must  have  been  tcrrilied  tri  hear  of  the  danger  you  were  in,  and  perhaps  vas 
**en  alarmed  for  his  own  «afet\'  while  he  remained  uilh  us." 

TUs  news  gave  great  affliction  to  King  Saleh,  who  now  repented  of  his  too 
|iMe  ftctlity  in  submitting  to  the  wishes  of  King  Ucder  without  having  prc\-iausly 
tVttBRinicatcd  the  affair  to  Gutnari:.  He  sent  every  day  in  search  of  hiin,  but 
iHtwilhstanding  all  ihc  dihgcncc  he  couJd  use,  no  one  brought  the  least  infornu* 
tiott  concerning  him  ;  the  pleasure,  therefore,  he  had  experienced  in  having  so 
•  prookoted  the  marriage  which  he  considered  as  his  own  work,  w-as  changed 
^  ibe  most  mortifying  concern  at  an  event  so  disastrous  and  unexpected.  In 
4e  neanwhile,  till  he  should  obtain  some  mformation,  good  or  Kid,  he  left  his 
QQiedDm  under  the  administration  of  the  queen  his  mother,  and  went  to  preside 
vter  that  of  the  King  of  Samandal,  whom  he  continued  to  guard  with  much 
*%QiUioe,  though  wnn  evcr>-  respect  due  to  so  illustrious  a  personage. 

The  same  day  on  which  Kmg  Salch  bad  departed  in  order  to  return  to  ^ 
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Idn^oni  or  Sanuindal.  Queen  Culaari  arrived  at  ilie  court  of  the  <tOMn 
mother.  This  princess  }i.id  suffered  litdc  concern  on  the  tirst  day  of  her  na^] 
absence  ;  she  readily  inia(Tit^<^  <hat  the  anlmir  of  the  chase,  as  ftomdinesr 
pened,  had  cirricd  him  on  farther  than  he  expected  ;  but  when  she  £MDd 
ne  returned  not  on  the  next  day,  nor  on  (he  following  one,  she  began  to  feel  all 
those  serious  alarms  which  the  excess  of  maternal  teodemcst  ctnud  not  bsl  ta] 
inspire.  These  alarms  were  greatly  increased  when  she  learned  from  tfacolficani 
who  accompanied  him,  and  %vho  iiad  been  obliged  to  retttm,  aiter  a  looc 
fruitless  search,  that  somethinf;  disasttrous  must  ha%'e  happened  to  him  ana  Ki^f ' 
Salch,  or  that  ihev  were  slill  in  :>oii)e  retreat  which  the  omcen  could  not  pea"*"' 
discover.  They  had,  Ihcy  acknowledged,  soon  found  iheir  horses ;  but 
respect  to  themselves,  notwithstanding  all  the  diligence  they  could  use,thcyi 
not  gain  the  least  ir\formation.  The  queen,  having  heard  the  whole  oS  \ 
report.judged  it  prudent  to  dissemble,  and  for  the  present  to  conceal  her^afHl 
she  ordered  them  once  more  to  pursue  their  former  route,  and  to  make  the  s: 
inquiry  possible.  In  the  meanwhile,  she  had  deicnnmed  on  the  plan  ihe 
would' adopt ;  therefore,  without  spcakinc  to  any  one,  and  having  told  her  ^ 
that  she  wished  to  be  alone,  she  threw  lierself  into  the  M:a,  in  order  to  ckari  , 
a  suspicion  she  had  fonned,  that  King  Saleh  had  drawn  away  the  King  of  Penia 
with  nim. 

Tliis  great  queen  would  have  been  received  by  her  mother  with  crery  > 
sion  of  delight,  if  she  had  not  suspected,  from  the  first  moment  she  saw  " 
occasion  of  her  visiL  "  My  daughter,"  said  she,  "  I  am  well  assured  thai 
not  the  cause  of  your  present  visiL  Vou  ore  come  to  obtain  infarmattan 
king^  yoMt  son,  and  unhappily  I  have  none  to  give  you  but  what  will  aofncni 
your  affliction  as  u-ell  as  mme.  1  fell  the  greatest  possible  sausfacUon  wfaeni  n« 
the  King  of  Persia  arrive  with  his  uncle  ;  but  I  no  sooner  understood  that  be  T 
departed  without  your  knowledge  than  1  partook  very  sensibly  of  tbc 
would  necessarily  sutfer."  She  then  gave  her  an  account  of  the  zealous  g 
which  King  Saleh  had  underuken  in  person  to  solicit  the  hand  of  Princcssl 
har6,  and  of  what  had  happened  in  consequence,  to  the  moment  of  King 
departure.  *'  I  have  sent  after  him."  added  she  ;  "and  the  king  my  boo, 
just  set  off  to  take  upon  him  the  government  of  the  kingdom  of  Sa: 
also  used  all  dihgenceonhis  part.  Hitherto  this  has  been  without  succoai 
let  u4  hope  that  we  shall  see  him  again  .it  a  time  when  wc  least  expect  it.* 

The  disconsolate  Gulnar^  could  not  at  lirst  feed  herself  on  so  feeble  a  hope : 
she  looked  upon  her  dear  son  as  for  ever  lost,  and  wept  most  bitterly,  Iffip^ltng 
the  whole  blame  to  the  king  her  brother.  The  queen  was  most  urgent  lo  cOft* 
vioce  her  of  the  necessity  she  was  under  to  subdue,  m  some  mcasure,lMtr ; 
"  It  is  true,"  said  she,  "  that  the  king  your  brother  ought  not  to  faonrtti 
you  of  this  inarriage  with  so  little  precaution,  nor  even  to  have 
bring  away  my  grandson  without  your  previous  assent ;  but  as  it  is  not 
cenam  that  the  King  of  Persia  has  perislied,  you  ought  to  neglect 
preserve  his  kingdom  for  him.  Do  not,  then,  lose  >*our  time,  but  return 
diately  to  your  capital,  where  your  presence  is  necessary.  Vou  will  find  fildft 
difhculty  in  retaining  things  in  their  present  tranquil  statC)  provided  yoa  gira  oat 
that  the  King  of  Persia  has  left  his  dominions  only  for  the  purpose  of  boAOnnng 
us  with  a  visiL" 

Arguments  of  less  weight  would  not  have  lost  their  force  on  Queen  Gnbtui ; 
she  immediately  prepared  to  follow  the  .-idxnce  of  her  royal  mother,  of  whom  tte 
took  an  atfcctionalc  leave,  and  soon  regained  the  palace  of  the  capital  of  Peni^ 
before  even  her  absence  had  been  pcTCct\xd.  She  immetliatcly  dispatched  MBW 
of  her  people  to  bring  back  tlic  oRicer^  whom,  she  had  sent  in  search  of  the  Ung 
her  son,  and  to  inform  them  that  she  knew  where  he  was,  and  that  he  wooU 
return  soon.     She  caused  also  this  rept>n  to  be  spread  through  the  whote  fjty 
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^rtiUe,  aided  b;^  the  first  minister  and  the  council,  shtt  carried  on  the  business  of 
^^ovemment  «ith  precisely  the  same  tranquillity  as  if  King  Deder  had  been 
gprasent. 

To  return  to  Bedcr,  whom  the  ser*-ant  of  the  Princess  Giauhar*  had  carried 
.suid  left  in  an  iaiaml.  as  h-i^  been  already  mentioned.  He  was  exceedingly 
.^tonished  when  he  found  himself  alone,  and  in  the  form  of  a  bird.  He  felt  so 
vmich  the  more  unhappy  in  his  present  state  as  he  knew  not  where  he  was,  nor 
an  what  part  of  the  world  the  kingdom  of  Persia  w.is  situated.  But  if  he  had 
'Baiown,  or  had  been  sufricicntly  assured  of  the  strength  of  his  wings  to  hazard  a 
journey  across  so  many  seas,  and  had  been  able  eventually  to  regain  his  kingdom, 
■^rhat  would  he  Iwvc  derived  from  his  success,  but  the  misery  of  finding  himself 
oppressed  by  the  same  evils  he  now  experienced  ?  No  one  would  have  known 
■um  to  be  the  King  of  Persia,  or  even  supposed  him  to  be  of  the  human  species  t 
He  must  have  remained  .in  inhabitant  ol^tlie  fields  as  at  present ;  must  have  be«i 
x^ouriilied  by  the  same  food  as  other  Nrds  of  his  kind,  and  have  passed  his  nights 
«jpon  a  tree. 

Some  days  after  the  king  had  remained  in  this  disconsolate  state,  a  peasant 
-who  was  very  skilful  in  catching  birds,  came  with  his  nets  to  the  place  where  he 
-«m,and  was  mucli  delisted  when  he  perceived  so  beautiful  a  bird, of  a  species, 
voo,  quite  unknown  to  him,  although  he  had  for  many  years  followed  the  sport 
in  whidi  be  was  nmv  engaged.  He  employed  all  the  address  of  which  he  was 
muter,  and  took  his  measures  so  well  that  they  were  at  length  crowned  with 
success.  Delighted  to  find  the  bird  in  his  possession,  which,  on  account  of  its 
beaaty  and  rarity,  he  esteemed  of  infinitely  more  value  than  the  birds  he  usually 
ouhi,  he  secured  it  in  a  cage,  and  conveyed  it  to  the  city.  As  soon  as  he  arrived 
ai  ne  market,  a  citizen  stopped  lum,  and  asked  what  he  would  have  fur  the  bird. 
Instead  of  rcpl)ing  to  this  question,  the  peasant,  in  his  lum,  desired  to  know 
<4  the  citizen  what  he  intended  to  do  with  it  in  case  he  bought  it.  *'  My  good 
i>4it,"  F^ied  the  citizen,  "  what  can  you  imagine  I  should  do  with  it  but  roast 
«rf  at  It?"  "  Upon  that  plan,"  rephed  the  peasant,  "  you  will  think  you  have 
^iw^t  it  dear,  were  you  to  give  me  only  the  smallest  piece  of  silver.  I  value 
n  10  high,  that  I  woulil  not  part  with  it  were  you  even  to  give  me  a  piece  of  gold 
liBi  now  somewhat  ad\'anced  in  years,  but  never,  since  I  can  remember,  have 
I MCD  a  bird  of  this  kind.  I  will  go  and  make  a  present  ci  it  to  the  king  :  be 
*ffl  know  its  value  better." 

laxead  of  remaining  in  the  market,  the  peasant  took  his  way  to  the  palace, 
adonhU  arrival  there,  stopped  before  the  royal  apartment.  The  king  was  near 
*  »it)dow,  from  whence  be  could  see  everything  that  passed  in  the  court. 
^  Mon  as  he  perceived  the  beautiliil  bird,  he  sent  one  of  the  officers  of  his 
Miijchs  with  an  order  to  purchase  it.  The  officer  came  to  the  peasant,  and 
■VW  what  he  wotdd  have  for  the  bird,  "if  it  is  for  his  majesty,  replied  the 
{Biut,  ••  I  entreat  that  he  will  allow  me  to  make  liirn  a  present  of  it"  The 
•■co  took  the  bird  to  the  king,  who  found  it  so  singularly  beautiful  that  he 
**td  the  ofiiccr  to  take  ten  pieces  of  gold  back  to  the  peasant,  who  retired 
J^ctly  cDotcnt ;  after  which  the  bird  was  put  into  a  magninccnt  cage,  and  pro- 
"W  with  grain  and  %viitCT  in  the  most  costly  vessels. 

The  king,  who  was  tlien  ready  to  mount  his  horse  for  the  purpose  of  hunting. 
pJ  who  had  not  had  sufficient  time  thoroughly  to  examine  the  bird,  desired  at 
w»rtttim  to  have  it  again  set  before  hint.  An  officer  broueht  the  cage,  which 
J|*king  opened,  when,  in  order  to  new  the  bird  more  fully,  he  took_  it  in  his 
■■4  Surveying  it  with  much  admiration,  he  inquired  of  the  officer  if  he  had 
*«r  seen  it  eat.  ''  Sire."  rephed  the  ofiiccr, "  your  majesty  may  perceive  that  the 
•nsel  cotitaining  its  food  is  still  full ;  I  have  not  observed  that  it  has  even  touched 
it'  The  king  then  ordered  llicm  to  gi^x  it  various  kinds  of  food,  that  it  might 
cftooM  what  It  most  liked. 
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As  th«  tabic  was  already  spread,  and  they  were  servutfr  up  the  diimer  when 

the  king  R-i^'c  this  order,  the  bird,  as  suon  ab  thty  hod  bruu^'Iit  the  dishrs,  cbp- 
ping  his  wint^s,  cKapvd  fiom  the  king's  hand,  utid  llcw  upon  the  table,  where  be 
began  to  peuc  at  the  bread  and  other  viands,  hojjpiny  frum  dish  lo  dish.  The 
king  was  so  much  surprised,  that  he  sent  the  ofhcer  of  eunuchs  to  entreat  the 
qiKcn  to  cumc  .-ind  witness  this  astonishing^  sij;hL  The  oHiccr  dtKlotcd  the 
MAitr  to  ht;r  majesty  in  as  few  words  as  po&sible,  and  the  queen  came  inuncdi- 
ately.  But  as  soon  as  she  saw  the  bird  she  covered  her  fate  with  her  veU,  and 
wished  to  retire.  The  king,  astonished  at  this  action,  and  the  more  so  as  there 
were  only  eunuchs  in  the  chamber,  with  some  uf  her  women  who  had  follomd 
her,  requested  to  know  the  reason  of  this  unusual  delicac>'. 

"  Sire,"'  rcphcd  the  queen,  "  your  majesty  will  not  be  asioniihed  when  yoo  shall 
learn  that  this  bird  is  not  the  creature  yuu  suppo^:,  hut  a  inan."  "  Madam,* 
replied  the  king,  ^till  more  surprised  than  before,  "you  without  doubt  iDcan  to 
amuse  yourself  with  me  ;  you  shall  not,  hnwcver,  persuade  mc  thai  a  bird  is  a 
man,"  "  God  forbid,  sire,  that  I  should  mock  or  deceive  your  majesty  .  nothing 
is  more  true  than  what  I  have  the  honour  to  tell  vou  ;  and  I  a»ure  you,  farther, 
that  in  the  object  before  >'ou,  you  behold  Beder,  king  of  Pcrsi.i,  son  of  the  cefe* 
brated  Guliiar6,  princess  of  one  of  the  renowned  kinj;doms  of  the  sea,  ne|3tew  of 
Saleh,  the  reigning  monarch,  and  grandson  of  Ouccn  Farasch^,  the  mother  of 
Gulnarc^  and  of  Soleh  ;  and,  moreover,  that  it  is  the  Prince^^  Giauhaii.  dit^ghar 
of  ihi.^  King  of  Samandal,  who  has  tlius  metaiiiorpliused  him."  In  order  to  leiuwc 
entirely  all  the  doubts  of  his  majesty,  she  related  to  him  how  tht-  Princess  GUnhari 
had  thus  avenged  herself  of  the  ill  treatment  which  King  Saleh  had  given  to  tike 
King  of  Samandal,  her  father. 

The  king  had  less  difficulty  in  giving  credit  to  everything  the  auecn  r^aled  lo 
him  of  this  extraordinary  history-,  as  he  knew  her  to  be  more  suUcd  ia  m^ic 
than  almost  any  one  the  world  had  ever  seen.  To  her  wonderful  IcnowledcK  d 
e%-ents  he  had  frequently  been  indebted  for  such  early  and  important  mloRBatkia 
as  had  cn.ibled  him  to  counteract  the  hostile  designs  xA  his  royal  neighbciirL 
Feeling,  therefore,  compassion  for  the  King  of  Persia,  he  enttts^cd  tbo  qoetiW 
with  much  importunity,  to  dissolve  the  enchantment  by  the  force  of  wUch  ht 
was  retained  in  so  unworthy  a  form. 

The  queen  most  readily  gave  her  consent.  "  Sire,"  said  she  to  the  IditfL  "wM 
it  plcise  your  majesty  lo  uke  the  trouble  of  retiring  to  your  cabinet  wfth  rac  Mtd^ 
and  1  will,  in  a  few  moments,  make  him  appear  bcmre  >"OU  in  his  own  royal  fiam. 
when  you  v.  ill  find  him  liighly  worthy  of  your  consideration."  The  bird,  who  hM 
ceased  eating,  in  order  to  attend  to  the  conversation  of  the  king  and  queen,  did 
not  give  his  majesty  the  trouble  of  taking  him.  but  passed  brst  into  the  mhiTirt, 
-where  the  queen  arrived  soon  after,  having  in  her  hand  a  vessel  full  of  wa:«i. 
She  pronounced  over  this  vessel  some  words  unknown  to  the  king,  till  the  water 
b^an  to  boil ;  she  then  immcdi.iicly  took  some  in  her  band,  and  Uirowiag  b 
upon  the  bird,  "  By  the  virtue  of  the  holy  and  mysterious  words  I  have  jast  pro- 
Bounce*!."  said  she,  "and  in  the  name  of  the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth, 
revives  the  dead  and  supports  the  uni\-er3C,  quit  your  present  form  of  a  biri 
resume  that  which  was  given  you  by  the  great  Author  of  your  cxisicrw*.* 

The  queen  had  scarcely  finished  these  words,  when,  instead  of  a  bttd,thc 
saw  before  him  a  young  prince,  of  a  very  fine  and  manly  figure,  wrth  wboae 
manding  air  and  noble  countenance  he  was  much  chamwd.    Klftt  Beds 
mediately  prostrated  himself  before  him.  returning  th-ink-  •    '"    '  iif 
kindness  he  had  just  received.    Afterward,  in  rising,  he 
monarch  and  kissed  it,  in  order  to  evince  his  cxce&s  of  gt 
embraced  him  with  every  expression  of  delight,  and  assurv 

satisfaction  he  felt  in  seeing  him.     King  Beder  was  des.j 

nujesty,  but  she  had  already  reared  to  her  apartment    The  king  ifaeo 
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that  he  would  jain  her  at  table  :  when  they  had  finished  their  repn$t,  he  further 

n^acucd  to  know,  for  what  possible  reason  the  iVinress  Gliuhar^  could  have 

bcoi  ^o  inlmin.in  as  to  transform  into  a  bird  so  amiable  a  prince,  upon  which 

of  Persia  gave  him  full  information.   When  he  had  finished,  the 

^  nint  at  the  conduct  of  the  princess,  did  not  refrain  from  sneaking 

ot  'frm>  of  5e%erc  censure,    "li  was  commendable,"  said  he,  ''in  the 

F  r  Samandal  not  to  be  insensible  to  the  treatment  which  the  king  her 

^*ccived  ;  but  that  she  should  carry  her  revenge  to  so  great  an  excess 

,     nee  who  was  in  no  rsspect  to  blame,  betrays  a  malignity  of  temper 

u.itLhnoihin^can  justify  or  excuse.    Uut  let  us  relinquish  this  unpleasant  subject; 

and  wD  mc  if  there  be  annhmg  in  which  I  can  furtner  serve  you." 

"  Sire,*  TTplted  Kiny  Bcdcr,  "  the  obhgation  1  am  under  to  your  majesty  is  so 
,pc3t,that  1  aught  torcmam  with  you  during  the  rest  of  my  life,  to  give  you  proot 
'  tbc  gratitude  I  feci ;  but.  since  you  put  no  bounds  to  your  generosity,  may  I 
me  to  request  thai  you  ^^'ilI  grant  mc  a  vessel  to  tike  me  back  to  Persia, 

1 1  fear  my  absence,  which  has  been  already  too  long,  may  be  the  occasion 

of  KMae  disorder,  and  even  that  the  queen  my  mother,  ^um  whom  I  concealed 
my  dewrture,  may  fall  an  untimely  sacrifice  to  her  maternal  tenderness.  In  the 
punfiil  uncoiaintj'  she  must  now  bo  under  with  regard  to  my  fate." 

The  Idn,;  granted  his  petjuest  wiih  all  the  kindness  im.iginable,  giving  orders 
that  tliCT  should,  without  the  least  delay,  equip  one  of  tlic  best-built  and  swiftest 
ships  in  the  whole  nvcvy.    The  vessel  was  verj-  soon  completely  rigged,  and 
WTth  sailors,  soldiers,  and  ever)*  necc5sar>'  store  :  as  soon  as  the  wind 
e  favourable.  King  Bcder  embarked,  having  taken  leave  of  the  king,  and 
thanlKd  him  for  his  numerous  favours. 

Tlie  ship  ^t  sail  witli  the  wind  immediately  in  its  stem,  and  as  it  continued  in 
Yfac  same  ravourable  point,  without  any  change,  for  the  space  of  ten  days,  they 
bad  proceeded  far  in  their  voyage,  when,  on  the  eleventh  day  from  their  depar- 
ture, it  blew  hard  from  an  adverse  quarter,  and  rapidly  increased  to  a  furious 
■tonxL  TT»c  bark  was,  in  consequence,  not  only  driven  out  of  its  course,  but  was 
•o  viotentiy  tossed  about  by  the  fur>'  of  the  tatn^cst,  tluit  all  its  masts  at  length 
K*«c  iray  ;  when,  being  wholly  at  ujc  mercy  of  the  elements,  it  struck  upon  a 
'Qck,  and  vas  there  d.ishcf)  to  pieces. 

Tnc  gitatcst  piin  of  the  crew  instantly  sank  to  the  bottom  ;  of  the  remainder, 
^O^COnSding  in  the  strength  of  their  arms,  endeavoured  to  save  themselves  by 
^MoBlUlg,  whtle  others  trusted  to  a  plank  nr  a  piece  of  the  wreck.  King  Beder 
~  amongst  the  l.mcr,  and  was  carried  about  by  waves  and  currents,  in  a  long 
nty  of  his  fate,  till  he  at  Icnjjth  perceived  that  he  was  near  land,  and  not 
from  a  city  of  magniftccnt  appearance.  He  availed  himself  of  all  his  remain- 
_  txrvngth  to  reach  the  shore,  and  at  length  arrived  so  near  it,  that  he  was  able 
^'iDDch  the  bottom.  He  imtnciliatcly  quitted  the  piece  of  wood  which  had 
*^BdcmI  him  such  important  service,  and  advanced  farther,  in  order  to  gain  the 
4xy  Uod,  when  he  was  astonished  to  see  running  towards  him,  from  alt  quarters, 
*  mtmber  uf  horses,  camels,  mules,  asses,  oxen,  cows,  bulls,  and  other  animals, 
^ilikii  tiiwd  the  shore,  and  prit  themselves  in  a  posture  to  prevent  his  landing. 
%%  iHtd  all  the  diflfirulty  possible  to  get  the  better  of  their  opposition,  and  to 
K*>umift  himself  a  passage.  When  he  had  at  length  gained  his  purpose,  be 
^kirailod  bimsdf  of  a  situation  amongst  the  rocks,  where  he  was  secured  from 
^^anber  tnolestation,  till  he  could  a  little  recover  his  breath,  and  dry  bis  clothes 
Ac  «un. 

VlicQ  the  prince  uiis  dc^rous  to  advance  towards  the  city,  he  had  again  to 
' '  no  the  same  opposition  from  these  animals.    They  seeinctl  anxious  to  turn 
^  from  his  purpose,  and  to  make  him  comprehend  that  danger  aw-iited  him. 
lOi^  Bcder,  hmrever,  at  length  arrived  in  the  city,  where  he  saw  a  great 
of  handMme  and  spacious  streets,  but  was  much  astoni&hed  at  not 
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meeting  a  single  inhabitant.  So  strange  a  solitude  made  httn  tospect  that  be 
had  been  opposed  admission,  not  without  reason,  by  such  a  n  ~'  '  ^**'*m*«^ 
who  had  done  all  in  their  power  to  induce  him  to  tly  the  pi '.  caisnd, 

hoMTcvcr,  to  proceed  :  and  having  observed  thai  a  nun*''-     ■  -  "cxe  ona. 

was  led  to  conclude  that  the  city  v,  .is  not  so  utterly  vviihoLj :  i  le  had  at  ant 

imagined.  He  approached  one  of  these  shops,  where  a  v»..^  l,  ...  :.uits,dinil>7cd 
to  much  advantage,  vtzic  exposed  to  sale,  and  accosted  on  ulU  nntii,  mo  «ii 
sitting  there  to  give  attendance. 

The  old  man.  mIio  liappeued  at  that  moment  to  be  occupied,  imOMdlMi^ 
raised  his  head,  when  on  seeing  before  him  a  youth  of  commandinir  .i5C«ci:i.  kr 
desired  to  know,  wiih  an  air  which  marked  great  surprise,  from  «hr  .:^ 

and  what  occasion  had  brought  him  there.      King  Beder  informed  :.  rrj 

few  words  ;  when  the  old  man  went  on  to  inquire,  whether  he  had  luci  au  uMta 
his  way  ?  "  You,"  said  the  king,  "  are  the  hrst  person  1  h.ive  seen,  iiad  I  aaaa 
in  the  least  comprehend  how  or  why  so  beautiful  and  rn  '  '  -  t  city  M  ikb 
should  be  deserted  m  the  miinner  it  appears  to  be."    "  L '  1 1  ocii  ay  m 

instant  longer  at  the  door,"  replied  the  old  man.  "lest  vjip.^:  evU  should  facU 
you.  At  leisure  1  will  satisfy  your  curiosity,  and  tell  you  the  rea»oa  wlljrittl 
necessarj-  that  you  should  take  this  precaution.'' 

King  Hedcr  (lid  not  rctiuirc  to  be  .iskcd  twice  ;  he  entered  and  tookftJHE 
near  that  of  the  old  man,  who,  conceiving  from  what  he  had  heart)  of  the  pCMoA 
misforiunei;,  that  he  must  be  in  great  need  of  refreshment,  prcfcnud  ID  Ifai 
immediately  such  food  .as  he  thought  would  best  rcstoir  hu  St  ^'  '^" 
although  King  Ueder  had  entreated  him  to  e\{ilain  for  what  reasaa 
him  so  eamesily  to  quit  the  street,  the  old  man  would  not  sa)'  a 
repast  was  tinishcd,  from  the  apprehension  that  what  be  had  to  corojaMaSofc 
might  prevent  the  king  from  eacmg  with  so  much  sau&faction  as  he  mt|bCOlke- 
wisc  cxpcricnca  At  length,  when  he  saw  tliat  he  would  cat  aa  more,  "Yob 
ought  to  return  thanks  to  God,"  s;ud  he,  "  that  you  have  arrived  so  Cu  as  my  beoe 
wiSiuut  any  unplciisant  accident.''  "How?  for  what  reason?"  rctuTued  Sitt 
Beder,  much  alarmed, 

"You  must  know."  replied  the  old  man,  "that  this  city  is  called  ibe  Gtyti 
Hnchantments,  and  that  it  is  governed,  not  by  a  king,  but  by  a  queen,  the  lont 
beautifiil  woman  in  the  world,  who  is,  moreover,  an  enchantress  of  such  reaaifc' 
able  and  dangerous  powers,  that  her  equal  has  ne%'er  been  known.  Ytni  will  hr 
convinced  of  Uiis  when  I  inform  you  that  all  the  horses,  mules,  andocber  aBtadt 
which  you  saw  on  your  landing,  arc  so  many  men,  like  you  and  n>e,  wtum,^ 
her  infernal  .irt,  she  has  thus  transformed.  Every  handsome  young  man  fike  yoor- 
self  who  approiiches  the  city,  is  intercepted  by  some  of  her  vdc  -mnnritm,  mia, 
with  or  without  their  ccmsent,  conduct  them  before  the  queen  :  sherecetvcttboB 
In  the  most  obliging  manner  possible,  caresses  them,  regales  them  with  ctbj 
dainty,  lodges  them  in  most  magniiicent  apartments  ;  and  endea\-oarittr  le 
persuade  tlicni  by  so  many  attentions  that  she  is  really  in  lov<e,  rardy  ^£  |» 
make  herself  believed  ;  after  which  she  permits  her  unhappy  dur>es  !n  rnMyhiA 
for  a  short  time  their  imagined  good  fortune  :  there  is  not  one  i '  i  jo,  ta 

the  end  of  forty  days,  she  does  not  change  into  some  beast  or  1 1  filcuet 

her  fancy.  You  have  mentioned  to  me  the  animals  you  encountcrY^i  on  the  sbuf*, 
who  endeavoured  to  prevent  your  landing  and  appro-ich  hnher.  TTicy  were 
umiblc  in  any  other  way  to  make  you  comprehend  the  danger  to  which  j^m  vtK 
exposing  youiself,  and  they  did  all  tliai  wj.s  tn  their  power  to  pcrkuade  yoata 
return." 

This  discourse  of  the  old  nuui  excited  in  the  mind  of  the  king  tlie  must  waiaa 
concern.  "Alas!"  he  ctimI,  "to  what  extremity  am  I  reduced  \yy  m  trA 
destiny  \  Scarcely  am  I  delivered  from  one  enchantment,  upcm  which  I  iMik 
back  with  horror,  than  I  see  myself  exposed  to  another  much  more  terr^k;' 
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tte  rccoUcctioQ  or  this  circumsunce  gave  him  occasion  to  relate  to  the  old  nun 
tn  hbtory  more  at  loigth,  to  inform  him  of  hi$  birth  and  qualit)*,  of  his  love  for 
■he  mnc^M  of  Samandal,  and  of  the  cruelty  slic  had  shown  in  transforming  him 
■Bxbird. 

Ihlken  the  prince  had  proceeded  in  his  narrative  to  notice  his  good  fortune  in 
Mng  faund  a  queen  who  had  dissolved  his  enchantment,  showng  at  the  same 
&w  Barks  of  the  greatest  distress  from  the  apprehension  he  entertained  of 
iln(  kkto  1.  similar  or  worse  evil,  the  old  man  became  anxious  to  appease  his 
Wb.  "Although,"  said  he,  "what  1  have  told  you  of  the  sorceress  queen  and 
rfher  cruel  procecdin^ii  be  perfectly  true,  yet  you  need  not  in  con»»{Ucnce  give 
Vif  lo  the  great  disquietude  which  seems  at  present  to  possess  you.  I  am 
■lAiired  throughout  this  nhole  city,  and  am  not  unkno^tTi  even  to  the  queen 
^uUt  who,  I  may  venture  to  add.  has  much  regard  for  mc.  You  may  esteem 
^Ibera&Me,  a  piece  of  singular  good  fortune  that  you  have  addressed  yourself 
*iAcr  to  me  than  to  any  one  else.  You  are  in  perfect  safety  in  my  house,  where 
•  Hcald  recommend  you,  if  it  be  agreeable,  to  continue.  I  can  give  you  the 
^•K  positive  assurance,  that  while  you  rcm.-iin  under  my  roof  no  disaster  will 
Wnca  wfaid)  will  aliord  you  the  least  occasion  to  question  my  good  faith ;  nor 
•twi  ytm  here  be  under  any  restraint  whatever." 

IQi^  Beder  Uiankcd  tlic  old  man  for  the  hospitality  he  had  shown,  and  for  the 
^Xccd'oo  be  had  extended  to  him  with  so  much  kindness.  He  sat  down  at  the 
^ttaace  of  the  shop,  where  be  nu  sooner  appeared,  than  his  youth  and  fine 
iBMci  drw  upon  him  the  ej-cs  of  all  that  passed,  many  of  whom  stopped  to 
twpinnent  the  old  man  upon  his  having  obtained  so  well-looking  a  slave,  for 
Ml  tbe>'  imagined  him  to  be.  They  appeared  at  the  same  time  much  surprisedt 
n  ibey  could  not  conceive  how  so  handsome  a  young  man  had  escaped  the 
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will  noi  refuse  compliance."  "If  ihis  be  ihe  case,"  replied  the  King  of  I 

"  you  have  only  to  infarm  me  of  vour  wishes,  (o  be  witness  of  the  hopotaMKl 

will  give  me  to  oblige  you  in  anytfiinK  within  the  litniu  of  my  authority. 

"Sire,"  said  Kin^  Saleh,  "your  majesty  having  encouraged  me  to  plact 
great  a  confidence  in  your  gotxl-will,  1  will  no  longer  dissemble  that  1  am  on 
hither  to  entreat  you  to  hunour  us  with  your  alliance  through  the  mauiage  of  i 
I'rincess  Giauhar^,  your  illustrious  daughter,  and  thus  to  confirm  that  unity : 
good  undcrii landing  which  for  so  long  a  time  have  subsisted  betwetn  ov 
kingdoms." 

At  this  proposal  the  King  of  Samandal  burst  out  in  a  violent  fit  of 
throwing  himself  backward  in  his  seat,  m  order  lo  rest  himself  on  the 
hehind  him,  in  a  manner  that  was  highly  insulting  to  King  Saleh.    "King; 
said  he,  with  an  air  of  contempt,  "  1  had  always  looked  upon  you  as  a  wiic  i 
considerate  prince,  and  as  possessed  of  much  good  sense,  and  1  am  »orry  id  f 
from  what  1  have  just  heard  ^m  you,  how  entirely  I  have  been  deceived, 
me,  1  beg,  where  could  your  understanding  possibly  be  wandering 
formed  to  yourself  so  extravagant  a  chimera  as  that  of  which  ytm 
speaking?     Could  you  really  harbour  a  thought  of  aspirmg  to  the 
princess  descended  from  so  great  and  powerful  a  monarch  as  I  am  ?   Y< 
well  to  have  considered  the  immense  nisiance  there  is  between  yoa  i 
you  came  hither  to  sacrifice  in  a  moment  the  good  opinion  I  have  aim] 
tained  of  you." 

King  Saleh  \vzs  most  exonsively  offended  at  this  inwleot  answer,  and 
great  ditliculty  in  restraining  his  just  resentment ;  he  replied,  however,  with ; 
possible  moderation, '"  M.\y  God  reward  your  m-ijesiy  as  you  deser\'e  ;  aUow 
the  honour  to  tell  you  that  1  do  not  solicit  the  princess  your  daughter  in  ni 
for  m>-sclf ;  but  had  this  been  the  case,  far  from  its  being  an  occasioo 
offence  either  to  >'our  majesty  or  the  princess  herself,  I  cannot  but  fh 
that  it  would  have  done  equal  honour  to  all  p:iiile5.  Your  majesty 
know  that  I,  as  well  as  yourself,  am  one  of  the  kings  of  the  sea  ;  that 
my  predecessors,  yield  m  the  antiquity  and  splendour  of  their  house  to  i»o  _ 
reign  whatever :  and  tb.it  the  kingdom  whicn  I  inherit  from  litem  it  not 
flourishing  or  powerfiil  than  it  has  ever  been.  Itut  be  this  as  it  may,  had  I  RM 
been  interrupted,  you  would  have  been  informed  that  the  favour  I  asked  was  not 
for  m\-self,  but  for  the  young  King  of  Persia,  my  nephew,  with  whose  jpow  awl 
grandeur,  as  well  as  personal  qualities,  you  cannot  be  unacquainted.  Rwwh 
admits  that  the  Princess  Giauhar^  is  the  most  beautiful  creature 
heavens :  but  it  is  no  less  true  that  the  young  King  of  Persia  has  the ' 
and  is  the  most  .accomplished  young  man  that  lives  on  the  earth,  or  in 
kingdoms  of  the  sea  :  these  are  facts  admitted  on  all  sides^  As.  then,  tbel 
I  demand  will  reflect  much  honour  both  on  yourself  and  the  Princess  Gl 
you  can  have  no  reason  to  apprehend  lh.n  your  consent  to  lo  proper  and  ' 
an  alliance  will  not  meet  with  universal  approbation.  The  pHoccss  is  undoubiedlgp' 
worthy  of  the  King  of  Persia,  nor  is  the  king  le^s  worthy  of  her." 

The  King  of  Samandal  would  not  have  given  King  Saleh  an  opfXHltniiljri 
speaking  for  so  long  a  time,  had  not  the  rage  he  fell  deprived  him  of  all  ] 
of  utterance.  It  was  some  time  after  the  other  lud  cea&ed  before  bt 
recover  his  speech.  He  at  length  broke  otit  m  terms  of  the  grossest  ■bose,^ 
altogether  unworthy  a  king.  "Dog  I"  he  exclaimed,  *'dare  yoa  u  hold 
inM^lent  language,  and  c\'en  to  utter  the  name  of  my  daughter  before  tomi 
you  im.iginc  that  the  son  of  your  sister  Gulnar^  can  enter  into  comparboo  i  ... 
my  daughter?  Wlioareyou?  WTio  was  your  father?  Wlio  is  your  sstcr?  US' 
who  is  TOur  nephew  ?  Was  not  his  father' .i  reptile,  .ind  the  son  of  a  reptile,  lft« 
yourself?     Seiie  the  insolent  wretch  this  moment,  ami  oil  off  hi*  liead." 

A  few  officers  who  were  about  the  per»on  of  the  Kmg  of  Suundal  pnputi 
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•iO  7M  DOC  do  me  the  favour  to  make  me  a  present  of  him  ?  Do  not  refuse 
*tae,  1  aoireai  jrou.  I  swear  by  the  fire  and  by  the  light,  I  will  make  him  so  great 
^■d  powefal  that  be  shall  enjoy  a  more  exalted  fortune  than  has  ever  fallen  to 
*fcc  tot  of  any  mortal.  Could  1  c\-er  entertain  the  design  of  iniJicting  evil  on  the 
^»bolc  of  ibe  human  race,  he  at  least  would  be  one  whom  1  should  anxiously  pre- 
■■^ne  from  iU.  1  have  the  fullest  confidence  that  you  will  comply  with  my  request, 
*>elj'tfi|;  more  on  the  friendship  which  1  know  you  have  forme,  than  on  the  esteem 
■^*b»cli  I  da,  and  always  h.ive,  entertained  for  yourself." 

"Marfam,"  replied  thegO(>d  Abdallih/'I  am  infinitely  indebted  to  your  tnaiesty 
fcir  aH  your  goodness  to  me,  and  for  the  honour  )'0u  wish  to  confer  on  my  nephe\v. 
tie  is  not  worthy  to  approach  so  great  a  queen  :  may  it  please  your  majesty  to 
dttdine  your  kind  intentions  m  his  favour." 

**AbdAl]Ah,"  replied  the  queen,"!  had  flattered  myself  that  you  In\-ed  me  more 
tHan  joo  do  ;  nor  did  I  believe  you  would  have  given  me  so  evident  a  proof  of 
«i*e  ilighi  regard  you  pay  to  mv  wishes;  but  I  again  swear  by  the  fire,  and  by  the 
Usiit,  ax»d  b}-  everything  1  hold  roost  sacred  in  my  religion,  that  I  will  not  pass  a 
(arther  until  I  have  subdued  your  opposition.  I  fully  comprehend  what  it  is 
occasions  your  uneasiness ;  but  I  give  you  my  solemn  promise  that  you  sluUI 
luv«  the  least  cause  to  repent  of  having  obliged  me  in  an  aAair  &o  important 

my  happiness." 

Old  Aboallah  was  inexpressibly  mortified,  both  on  his  ovn  account  and  on  that 
of  Kiag  Deder,  at  being  thus  compelled  to  >'ield  to  the  solicitation  of  the  queen. 
*  Madam,*  he  replied.  "J  should  be  very  sorry  to  give  your  majesty  the  least 


to  imagine  that  I  am  wanting  in  the  respect  I  o'lve  you,  or  that  1  am 
*Mif4iTrt  in  inchnatiun  or  zeal  Vj  do  cvcr>-thing  in  tny  power  ttiat  may  contribute 
ttftTonr  pleasure.  I  put  an  entire  reliance  on  your  word,  and  you  will,  J  doubt 
BM,  keep  it  faithfully.  I  only  entreat  that  youwil)  not  confer  on  my  nephew  the 
Ugb  good  fortune  you  intend  him,  till  you  shall  again  pass  this  way."  "That, 
thai,  will  be  to-morrow,"  replied  the  queen,  who  bowed  while  she  was  speaking 
Aoc  wonis.  to  express  the  oblig.~ttion  she  was  under.  She  then  resumed  ner  way 
to  the  paktcc. 

Wh<»  Queen  Labi,  with  all  her  pompous  retinue,  had  passed  by.  "  My  soOf" 
iftid  the  good  AbdoU-ih  to  King  Beder  (for  thus  he  was  aceustomed  to  addre&s 
tile  king,  that  he  might  not  be  led  inadvertently,  when  speaking  of  him  in  public, 
>»  betvay  who  he  w.is).  "  I  was  not  able  to  refuse  the  queen  wh.it  she  solicited 
■Ul  W>  much  earnestness,  as  >'Ou  yourself  have  witnessed,  without  incurring  the 
Hilt  of  her  displeasure,  and  of  bcmg  exposed  in  consequence  to  some  open  or 
*tcrcs  violence,  which,  by  the  aid  of  magic,  she  would  find  means  of  employing: 
*tKn.  pcobably  to  gratify  her  spirit  of  revenge  against  me  as  well  as  you,  she 
*0«ld  brim  upon  you  some  c\'il  more  dreadfully  cruel  than  any  she  has  yet  in- 
ftacd  CO  those  unhapp)*  sufferers  of  whom  I  ha\'e  informed  you.  I  h.ive  some 
■VMHl  10  believe,  frmn  the  particular  regard  she  has  for  me,  thai  she  will  not  fail 
^  her  promise  of  using  you  well  :  that  1  .im  not  wholly  indifferent  to  her  j-ou 
•*»!  have  j'ourself  remarked  from  the  conduct  of  her  whole  court,  who  were  all 
itnicard  to  nay  me  honours.  She  would  indeed  be  the  most  infamous  of  beings 
f  the  deceived  mc  ;  she  shaM  not,  howc\-er,  deceive  me  with  impunity  ;  I  shaJl 
»  way  of  bcir»g  revenged." 

"  ree  auuranccs  appeared  too  \-ague  to  have  much  effect  in  tranquilizing  the 

al  Kioff  Beder.   "  After  all  that  you  have  told  mc  of  the  wicked  actions  of 

qaeetl,*be  replied,  "  I  wish  not  to  conceal  from  you  how  ver>-  apprehensive 

of  apOToachmg  her.     I  might,  perliaps.  disregard  all  that  you  have  said  to 

■uner  myself  to  be  d.i2zled  t^'  that  splendid  magnificence  with  which  she 

UMled,  did  1  not  a)re.idy  know  by  experience  what  it  is  to  beat  the  mercy 

nttfidan.     The  condition  to  which  I  w.ts  reduced  through  enchantment  by 

Clauhar^and  from  which  it  seems  1  am  delivered  only  to  be  brought 
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again  ahnost  instantly  into  a  similar  sate,  makes  me  rcKard  my  fate  with 
Tears  prevented  liis  saying  more,  and  expressed  by  their  abundance  his 
concern  at  the  fatal  necessity  he  was  under  of  being  dcUvered  up  to  the  poi 
Queen  Lab^. 

"  My  son,"  said  old  Abdallah,  **  do  not  afflict  yourself.     I  will  confess  W ; 
that  one  is  nol  justified  in  putting  any  great  faiih  in  the  promises,  or  ewtl 
oaths,  of  so  wicked  a  queen.     )  wish  you,  however,  to  know  that  she  is  not. ' 
to  extend  the  lea^t  authority  over  me  ;  she  is  noi  i^orant  of  this,  and  i:  ts  i 
this  reason,  more  than  from  any  real  affection,  that  she  confers  on  me  so  r.u 
marks  of  esteem.     I  shall  know  how  to  prevent  her  doin^  you  the  least  '.nyn. 
should  she  be  so  perfidious  as  to  harbour  the  intention :  you  may  trvM  w  ^i*- 
and  provided  you  follow  exactly  the  advice  I  shall  jjivc  you  before  1  re>!i,'n  r^. 
to  her,  you  may  rest  fully  satisfied  that  she  will  have  no  moic  power  o«er  y.-J 
than  she  has  over  me." 

The  sorceress  queen  did  not  fail  the  next  day  to  pass  by  the  shop  of  AbdaBili 
with  the  same  pomp  she  had  displayed  on  the  preceding  day,  and  the  old  ■> 
attended  her  with  the  ^eatest  respect.  "  My  good  lather,"  said  she  to  faiaivAo 
she  stopped,  "you  may  judge  of  the  impatience  I  feel  to  have  the  ptcuurt<if}W 
nephew's  company,  by  my  punctualit>-  in  waiting  upon  you  (o  claim  the  pofcnB- 
ance  of  your  promise.  I  know  that  >'ou  arc  a  man  of  your  wutd,  and  I  obk* 
believe  that  you  have  dianged  your  intention." 

AbdaUah,  who  had  prostrateo  himself  lo  the  earth  as  soon  as  he  saw  ibetpM 
approaching,  ro^e  when  she  ceased  speaking;  and, as  he  was  anxious  thunoun' 
^ould  hear  wh.iT  he  h.id  to  sny  to  her,  advanced  respectfully  up  to  her  boor) 
bead,  and  addressed  her  in  a  low  tone  of  voice.  "  Most  potent  queen,"  said  i*, 
'*  I  am  persuaded  ihai  your  majesty  will  not  take  amiss  the  repugnance  I  yei»ff- 
day  expressed  at  parting  with  my  nephew ;  you  wilt  readily  comprehend  ^ 
motive  which  influenced  me.  To-day  I  am  all  submission  to  your  plestsun,tfii 
resign  him  to  your  majesty  with  perfect  good-will ;  but  I  entreat  you  to  hifct^ 
goodness  to  lay  aside  .ill  the  secrets  of  the  magic  an  which  you  possw  b* 
great  a  degree.  1  look  upon  my  nephew  as  if  he  were  my  son,  and  your  nujcKr 
would  unk  me  in  the  deepest  despau',  if  you  were  to  treat  bim  in  any  way  difiot' 
from  what  I  am  induced  to  hope  from  the  gracious  promises  you  have  pO 
me." 

**  Promises  which  I  most  willingly  repeat,"  replied  the  queen ;  "  and  I  tpio 
assure  you  b)-  the  same  oath  I  took  yesterday,  that  troth  you  and  he  will  ta^ 
abtindant  reason  to  be  satisfied.  I  see  very  well."  added  she,  "that  yw  da"* 
sufficiently  know  me ;  you  have  seen  me  at  present  only  in  a  mask  ;  but  if  I W 
your  nephew  worthy  of  my  friendship,  I  shall  be  happy  to  convince  yoa  diW  ' 
am  not  unworthy  of  his."  Having  ceased  speaking,  she  permitted  Kinj  Bfl^' 
who  had  attended  with  old  AbdaiJah,  to  survey  her  incomparable  bciutj,*'j* 
which,  however,  he  H-as  but  little  affected.  "  It  is  not,"  said  he  to  liunHfi 
"enough  to  be  handsome ;  it  ts  requisite  that  the  conduct  should  be  tt  pnc 
the  features  are  beautiful" 

While  King  Iteder  was  making  these  reflections,  with  his  eye*  fixed  upM  At 
queen,  the  venerable  Abdallah  turned  townrds  him,  and  having  taken  ksnbf  i^ 
hand,  presented  him  to  her  m.itesty.  "  Madam."  said  he,  '*  1  presume  to  <aB«* 
once  more  that  you  will  not  forget  he  is  my  nephew,  and  that  you  «rill  aBowb* 
sometimes  to  come  and  sec  me,"  The  queen  promised  compliance;  ■■'>■ 
assure  him  of  her  gratitude,  made  him  a  present  of  a  purse,  which  she  had  i«*«" 
to  be  bri'iight  with  her,  containing  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold.  He  at  fi"**^ 
cused  himself  from  recei%-ing  it,  but  she  insistra  so  earnestly  that  lie  ifc** 
accept  it.  that  he  could  no  longer  refuse.  She  had  ordered  a  honc,a> 
caparisoned  as  her  own,  to  be  mrnight  for  the  King  of  Persia,  It  was 
to  Dim,  and  while  he  was  putting  his  foot  in  the  siinvp,"!  lot^tA."  sad 


p/Bsdtr  amd  Giaukari. 


439 


ldift< 


_  ,  'to  inqtttre  of  you  your  nephcw't  nama?*    As  aoon  as  he  had 
duu  be  wai  aHed  Beder,  " I'hii  i»  a  stnnxe  nufUkc,"  sud  ihe  ;  "he 
'  (NUht  to  have  been  named  Sc  hcnu  "  ((>.,  instead  of  being  called  ihe 
"Ml  awed/ he  oiit^ht  to  be  called  "  the  sun"). 

As  Boona*  Kins  llcder  had  mounted  the  hone  provided  for  htm, be  was  xainR 
to  take  fail  nbce  uehind  the  queen,  l>i>t  she  oblired  htm  lo  ad\-ance  on  b^  leu 
baadt  and  ocftirrd  itui  he  would  kctp  by  her  »ide ;  alio  then  directed  her  eye* 
I0«md»  AbdaUah,  and  tuvin];  made  turn  a  courteous  indinalioQ  of  her  bcadf 
ptoeMded  on  her  route. 

Uaf  Bedcr,  intiead  or  rcmnrkint;  in  the  countenance  cf  the  people  a  certain 
MttAcoon,  avcompanicd  with  rr^pect.  at  the  iight  of  tlieir  ftorerci^,  perocivad, 
OD  Ac  cx>mntr>',  thJl  they  beheld  her  with  Miurn.  and  c^'co  that  many  of  them 
'  Ihe  Micrckt  iniptrcHliun»  .it;.iin»t  her.  "  'I  he  korccrcss,"  taid  one,  "  has 
a  new  subject  on  ulitch  lo  c«crc>»c  hrf  nulicc  :  will  Heaven  ne^c^  ddircr 
«ffld  frcmi  her  tyranny?"  "VnhippN  *iringrr.'  rricd  anoiher,"you  aiv 
ely  <)'-  wll  be  of  Ictfi);  con> 

ince '-  yi>  '-  more  defttructive." 

dbcaur>o  (ij>i  nut  i.iii  ;<.>  .i-->utc  iiip  kini:  iti.tt  AixjjUah  had  painted  in 
ma  colaan  Ibc  dianuter  c4  the  queen  ;  but  at  ne  could  no  kMier  dobend  upon 
hit  Twanblc  friend  to  cxuicate  him  firom  his  dancer,  he  rengnod  Unueu  le 
hnvidtact,  trustinc  irtwUy  to  the  powers  above  to  iwcidc  on  hi*  fota, 
"^  ~!  aeffcarcss  queen  arrived  at  her  palace,  and  having  alighted  from  her  horse, 
~  Kfaqr  Beoerluipve  her  his  hand, with  wbom.accomponied  b>-ber  women 
'  effoers  uf  bet  eunuchs.  »he  rntercd  her  tplcndld  manuoo.  ithe  herself 
Urn  all  ih«  aponmcntt,  Mhith  were  decanted  witb  nwMiva  fold  mA 
\  stones,  and  contained  furniinre  of  wonderful  masnificence.  Wten  alw 
candurted  him  into  her  cabinet,  she  proceeded  with  mm  to  a  balcony,  &om 
whence  she  duecteU  hii  attention  to  a  oatdcn  of  enchanting  beauty.  King  Beder 
praised  crerythmg  be  taw  with  much  mtdligcni  diacrlnination,  but  at  tM  asmc 
tinw  in  such  termi  at  gave  her  no  room  to  sospcct  that  be  was  not  really  the 
aaptov  ttt  AbdaUah.  They  conversed  on  a  variety  of  indifTcrcnl  subjects*  tdl 
■mt  altBedant  came  tn  annaunce  to  her  majesty  tlut  dinner  was  ready. 

Tbeqaccnand  King  Itcdcr  immediatelv  roseand  proceeded  to  thedming-room; 
die  table  and  all  the  lUibcs  «cre  of  solid  cold.  Thmr  began  to  cat.  but  drank 
BoifaiBff  ttU  jtist  bcforr  the  dcasert  was  served,  when  the  queen  onlerad  ber  cup 
ID  ht  uled  with  tome  cacdlem  wbc.  and  having  drunk  it  off  to  iba  beakh  of 
'  Bader,  the.  ttill  boldiag  h  in  ber  hand,  desired  it  miabt  ba  ncam  fitfed,  and 
jMed  it  lo  the  Mnc*  aho  received  u  with  every  aiark  uf  respea,  and  by  a 

aknr  inclination  of  U*  bead  ha  humbly  cxprctted  that  he  would  drink  ncr 
b  in  return. 

this  tune,  ten  females  faelon(ing  to  the  queen  entered,  with  musical  in> 

%t  with  which,  accomianynic  their  voices,  thej-  formed  a  Bkoat  agreeable 

tte  united  charms  of  wtae  and  music  were  continued  daring  a  great 

of  the  nighL    At  length,  in  consequence  of  tbor  repeated  hlailons,  tbejr 

I  both  of  them  to  be  considenibly  heated  :  so  much  so,  that  King  Beder 

:  \amaaStikf  that  the  mieen  was  a  magiciaa,  and  comidwed  her  only  as  the 

IwwMM  wocikaa  hi  lae  world.    As  soon  as  the  qii«n  perceived  that  she 

wraught  him  up  to  the  point  she  srisbed,  she  aiadc  a  ngn  to  her  eunuchs 

wsnca  ID  retire. 

"^Tbc  next  day.  as  soon  as  die>  rote,  the  queen  aad  Kiag  Beder  went  to  the 
bath ;  epon  tbc  kinir's  quitting  it.  tlie  women  wbo  veat  tboe  lo  watt  upon  him, 
hhnwltb  Imcaofainowywhteacss^aad  wtthadresa  of  anoqualled 
KS.    The  queen  also  pot  on  adiam  mach  marc  sploMBd  Ibta  ibal  she 
die  day  before,  and  havintf  rejoined  tbc  lua«,  they  wtal  togMbs  ift  ber 
wfaeia  ibey  panook  of  an  eaeeleat  ttftm ;  mm  which  ihey  paaead 
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the  day  mo^t  agreeably,  sometimes  sauntering  in  the  garden,  at  other 
cupying  ihcmscU-cs  in  Mjme  interesting  amusement 

It  was  in  tliis  nvanner  that  Queen  Labi  amused  and  regaled  King  _ 
the  space  of  forty  days,  according  to  her  usual  nu>de  of  treating  her  io\'i 
the  night  of  the  fortieth,  while  they  were  alone  together,  and  when  she 
King  Bedcr  was  a^ccp,  she  rose  wtihoui  making  any  noise.  The  king,  who 
pened  to  be  awake,  imagining  that  something  extraoFdinar>'  waa  going  far 
te^ed  himself  asleep,  and  became  vcr>-  attentive  to  her  proceedings.     As 
OS  she  had  risen,  she  opened  a  casket,  from  whence  she  drew  a  box  mil  of  f 
powder.    She  loolc  some  of  chib  puwdcr,  and  witli  it  made  a  train  acreu 
chamber,  which  ivas  mstantly  changed  inlo  a  sueam  of  transparent  watcr^lo 
great  astonishment  of  King  Bedcr.     He  even  trembled  with  feax,  and  beci 
mote  anxious  llian  ever  to  letain  the  appearance  of  a  person  sleeping,  that 
queen  miglit  not  discover  that  he  was  awake. 

(^ueen  Labd  took  some  of  the  water  of  this  stream  in  a  vessel,  and  pourvd 
into  a  basin  in  which  there  was  some  flour  ;  of  these  she  made  a  pAste, 
she  continued  to  knead  for  a  long  time.  She  afterwards  added  to  it  certain 
taken  from  diiferent  boxes,  and  made  of  the  whole  a  cake,  which  she  put  iaioa 
covered  baking>pan.  As  it  had  been  one  of  her  hrst  cares  to  provide  a  Kpod  ^l*^ 
she  drew  from  it  some  of  tlic  burning  coals,  on  which  she  placed  the  baknK-«ia, 
and  while  the  cake  was  preparing,  returned  the  vessels  .ind  boxes  that  bad  oeai 
used,  to  their  places.  Tlie  stream  which  was  (lowing  in  the  middle  of  the  diaater, 
at  certain  words  she  pronounced  instantly  disappeared.  V\^en  the  calcc  «M 
finished,  she  removed  it  from  the  coals  and  conveyed  it  to  a  closet,  and  iImd 
returned  to  her  bed,  where  King  Bedcr  had  so  well  counterfeited  sleep,  thai  d^ 
had  not  tlie  least  suspicion  of  his  being  acquainted  with  anything  that  wul  pawcA 

The  king,  absorbed  in  luxury  and  pleasure,  had  forgotten  the  ggod  eld 
Ahdallah,  his  host,  from  the  time  he  quitted  him  ;  he  now  called  him  to  rcoMt^ 
brance,  and  b^^an  to  think,  after  what  he  had  seen  of  Queen  Lab^s  ccaifawt 
during  the  night,  that  he  had  need  of  his  counsel.  As  soon  as  be  roM,  be  ex- 
pressed to  the  queen  a  desire  to  visit  htm,  and  entreated  her  to  give  hira  pera»- 
slon.  *'  What ;  my  dear  liedcr,"*  replied  the  queen,  "  are  you  already  tued— I 
will  not  say  of  continuing  in  this  superb  palace,  where  you  might  tind,  1  sborid 
ima^ne,  so  many  delights— but  of  the  company  of  a  queen  who  lo>-cs  yoa  so 
passionately,  of  which  she  has  given  you  such  aUiiidant  proofs  ? " 

"Great  ^uecn,"  replied  Beder,  "how  can  I  be  tired  of  the  many  and  mott 
fav(»urs  which  yo-.ir  majesty  has  had  the  goodness  to  heap  upon  me?  Far  ma 
it,  madam :  I  ask  leave  to  pay  this  visit  rather  to  give  an  account  to  ray  unde  ef 
the  infinice  obligations  I  owe  yotu*  majesty,  than  to  con\-ince  him  that  he  b  not 
forpjtien.  1  will  not,  howe%'cr,  deny  that  the  latter  motive  has  its  weigtu;  oa- 
1  know  that  he  lo%-cs  me  with  the  greatest  tenderness,  aiul  as  forty  da 
elapsed  since  he  lias  seen  me,  I  do  not  wish  to  gi\x  him  occasina  to 

deferring  any  longer  to  visit  him,  that  I  am  insensible  to  his  kindnesL         , 

replied  the  qticen, "  1  wish  you  to  do  so ;  but  you  will  not  be  long  ere  j'ou  return, 
if  you  remetnl}er  that  I  am  not  able  to  live  without  yuu."  She  uen  ordered  bn 
a  horse  richly  caparisoned,  on  which  he  departed. 

The  good  Abdallah  was  delighted  to  behold  King  Beder  again^  wbetn, 
anyre^rd  to  his  quality,  he  tenderly  embraced.  The  king  emlmtced 
return,  so  that  no  one  could  possiblv  suspect  that  he  was  not  the  old 
nephew.  W'hen  they  were  seated,  "  Well,"  said  Abdallah  to  llic  king.  **  I 
you  fmd  yourself?  and  how  do  >-i>u  get  on  with  that  faithless  wonun, that  lorrcffeat?" 
"  Hitherto,"  replied  Kmg  Beder,  "  I  ha%'e  the  satisfaction  to  tell  you  she  hai 
shown  for  me  all  the  regard  imaginable,  and  slic  hoa  cndcavtmrcd  I'v  cTrry  naama. 
and  with  all  the  e.imestncss  possible,  m  per>iiade  me  that  '  cly'devnced 

to  mte-    1  ha%e,  however,  this  last  mght  observed  a  thii .,  <  i<.«b  mmM 


Tigta;  aa-     , 

1  return, 
xod  bns      I 

'bo*^ 
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SBSpect  that  the  whole  of  her  conduct  has  been  dictated  hy  profound  dissimuUttion." 

He  then  related  to  Abdallah  how,  and  with  what  circumstances,  he  had  seen  her 

yrepaie  the  cake,  and  added  in  conclusion,  "Till  this  time,  I  will  confess,  I  had 

Lrly  fbrgonci]  you,  and  all  the  cautions  you  gave  me  on  the  subject  of  her 

bee ;  but  this  strange  action  made  me  fear  that  she  would  violate  the  promises 

had  given  you,  and  the  oath  su  suleiimty  taken." 

'You  arc  not  deceived,"  replied  old  Abdallali  with  a  smile,  which  suffictently 
cxptewed  that  he  himself  had  never  imagined  that  she  would  pur^wie  a  dilTcremt 
coiduct ;  **  nothing  will  ever  produce  amendment  in  thi^  perhdious  woman  ;  but 
Feir  nothing:  I  know  away  to  make  tlie  evil  which  she  intends  to  intlictupcn  you 
coil  on  bu^elf.  The  suspicion  you  have  conceived  was  extremely  fortunate  and 
imed,  and  \-ou  could  not  possibly  do  better  than  have  recourse  to  me.  As 
;does  not  retain  her  lovers  more  than  forty  days,  and  instead  of  dismissii^ 
Vhon  in  a  bandbomc  manner,  changes  thcro  into  so  many  animals,  with  which 
she  foraishes  her  forests,  parks,  and  the  country  in  general.  I  yesterday  took  some 
xrcressary  measutes  to  prevent  her  serving  you  in  the  same  manner.  The  earth 
ftus  too  long  groaned  with  this  monster:  it  is  high  time  that  she  should  meet  the 
ibeet  she  deserves." 

AbdflUah,  on  concluding  these  words,  put  into  the  hands  of  King  Bcder  two 
«ilcas»  which  he  desired  him  to  uke  care  of,  in  order  to  use  in  the  way  ho  was 
■one  to  point  oul  "  You  have  told  me,"  continued  be,  "that  the  sorceress  has 
tttfl  vey  night  prepared  a  cake :  be  assured  it  is  that  you  mav  eat  of  it ;  but  take 
ytptdal  care  not  tu  taste  it ;  you  must,  however,  take  some  wKen  she  offers  it,  but 
'  of  putting  il  in  your  moutli,  take,  without  her  perceiving  it,  one  of  tliose 
1  have  gi%'en  you,  and  cat  in  place  of  it.  As  soon  as  she  shall  believe 
lyou  have  swallowed  some  of  her  cake,  she  will  endeavour  to  transform  you 
&aiD  MRia  animal^  and  failing  in  her  design,  unll  attempt  to  give  the  affair  a  tum 
Imsantry,  as  if  she  liad  only  done  it  in  sport  and  to  put  you  in  fear,  while  she 
in  her  heart  be  exceedingly  chagrined,  and  will  impute  her  failure  to  some 
in  the  composition  of  her  cake.  With  respect  to  the  cake  you  will  have 
VtaBWDing,  you  must  make  her  a  present  of  it,  and  press  her  to  eat  it ;  this  she 
^9  do.  to  remove,  by  a  seeming  reliance  on  you,  such  suspicions  as  she  will 
^aaOBaDy  expect  you  to  entertain,  after  the  cause  she  will  have  given  you  to  abate 
Tjiour  confidence  in  her.  HTien  she  shall  have  eaten  some  of  it,  take  a  little 
r  in  the  hollow  of  your  hand,  and  throwing  it  in  her  face,  address  her  in 

;  words :  *  Qui:  your  present  form,  and  take  that  of '  adding  the  najne  of 

,'aiumal  you  please.    When  j-ou  have  proceeded  thus  far,  come  to  me  witli 
%Jw  anlnul,  and  I  will  instruct  you  in  what  it  will  be  further  necessar)-  for  you  to 


Bcder  signified  to  the  old  man,  in  the  most  expressive  terms,  how  much 
obliged  to  him  for  the  interest  he  took  in  his  behalf,  and  for  his  kind  en- 

_ ITS  to  protect  him  from  llie  snares  of  so  wicked  and  cruel  a  magician. 

Trhey  continued  in  conver&.\tion  for  a  short  lime,  after  which  Kmg  Rcder  quitted 
*»tai  and  returned  to  the  palace.    On  his  arrival  he  wa*  informed  that  O^cen 

I-^-ibi  wu  waiting  for  him  in  the  garden  with  the  greatest  impatience.     He  went 
*^  wekher;  as  soon  as  she  saw  him  she  approached  with  extreme  eagerness. 
Mydetr  Bedcr,"  said  she, '*  notliing  is  more  true  than  what  has  been  often 
^■fiLiCed,  that  it  is  the  absence  alone  of  a  beloved  obiect  that  enables  one  to 
^taow  tbe  extent  and  force  of  one's  passion.    I  ha\x  hna  no  enjoyment  while  you 
^^cued  lo  be  present  to  my  view:  it  appears  to  me  that  even  years  rolled  tedi- 
•*ui|)'  by  since  I  saw  you  last ;  if  you  had  deferred  >*our  return  any  longer,  I 
^loald  have  come  to  seek  \  ou  mj-self." 
'Uadam,"  replied  King  IScder,  "  I  can  assure  your  majesty  that  my  impatience 
^ittnm  has  been  extreme  ;  but  I  could  not  refuse  some  minutes'  conversation 
^tt  ttnde  who  loves  me,  and  who  had  not  seen  me  for  so  long  a  time.     He 
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wished  me  to  stay,  but  1  have  torn  myself  ft'om  his  tenderness,  to  COIM  «tot 
love  mvites,  .md  have  been  content  wiili  a  single  cake,  which  I  have  lnwite 
away  from  a  collation  he  had  prepared  on  ray  account."  King  Beder  uaA 
wrapped  up  one  of  the  tu-o  cakes  in  a  clean  handkerchief,  which,  when  he  had 
unfolded,  he  presented  to  the  queen,  and  added,  "  This  is  the  cake,  mailim ;  I 
entreat  that  you  will  partake  of  it." 

"  i  accept  it,"  said  the  queen,  *'  with  all  my  heart,  and  shall  cat  of  ii  «iii 
pleasure,  both  for  your  sake  and  that  of  my  good  friend  your  uncle ;  but  1  wish 
first  that  you  will  oblige  me  by  eating  of  this,  which  1  luvc  made  in  ^vt 
abience."  "  Beautiful  queen,"  said  King  Beder,  receiving  it  with  c%'eTy  mark  nf 
respect,  "  from  ii.tnds  such  as  your  majesty's,  nothint;  can  coxrab  but  whil  is 
excellent ;  I  am  un.iblc  to  express  the  gratitude  I  feel  for  the  favour  >'ou  do  nt' 

King  Beder  very  adroitly  substituted  in  the  room  of  the  cake  the  t^tetM  hid 
produced,  the  other  he  had  received  from  Abdallah,  of  which  he  broke  off  aptecx 
and  conveyed  it  to  his  mouth,  '*  Ah,  queen,"  he  exclaimed  while  eating  tt, "  I 
have  nc\'er  tasted  anythmg^  so  exquisite."  As  they  were  at  the  time  near  a 
fountain  tliat  M'as  playinj;  before  them,  the  sorceress,  who  perceived  llut  bo  ksd 
swallowed  the  piece,  and  was  proceeding  to  eat  more,  look  some  water  in  ih; 
hollow  of  her  hand,  and  throwing  it  in  his  face,  "Wretch,"  said  she,  "  quit  vixr 
present  form  of  a  man,  and  uk«  that  of  a  despicable,  lean>  halting,  ooe«)«d 
horse." 

These  words  produced  no  effect,  to  the  great  astonishment  of  the  ■ococim, 
who  saw  before  her  King  bcdcr  remaming  m  the  same  sciie.  except  thatbcptc 
marks  of  extreme  fear.  The  colour  tlcw  into  her  cliccks  from  disappoisODCai ; 
when,  however,  she  perceived  that  she  had  (ailed  in  her  purpose,  "  Mjr  dior 
Beder,"  said  she,  "  recover  yourself :  I  had  no  intention  of  doing  you  erfl  ',  ihal 
1  have  just  done,  which  seems  to  have  alarmed  you,  was  only  to  mm  bo«r  jm 
would  be  affected.  Judge  for  yourself,  whether  I  should  not  be  the  moM  aMS- 
doned  and  execrable  of  women  if  1  could  be  guilty  of  so  base  an  actioDi  I  do  aei 
say  after  the  oaths  1  have  taken,  but  after  the  proofs  of  love  I  have  gi^'en  «■-• 

"iMost  potent  queen,''  replied  King  Beder,  ''however  persuaded  I  may  bct^ 
your  majest)'  has  no  intention  but  to  divert  yourself,  I  cannot  nevenbeleu  wboUy 
guard  myself  from  surprise.  How,  indeed,  is  it  possible  to  hear,  withoat  CHWIMi 
words  that  seem  capable  of  effecting  so  strange  a  metamorphosis  ?  Bvt,  madmi, 
let  us  have  done  with  the  subject,  and  since  1  have  eaten  of  your  cake, do  raclix 
favour  now  to  taste  of  mine,'* 

Queen  Lab^,  whu  had  no  better  way  of  justifying  herself  than  by  gi^-inftUi 
mark  of  her  confidence  in  the  King  of  Persia,  broke  ofTa  small  ^-iece  of  the  cak* 
and  ate  iL  The  instant  she  had  swallowed  it,  she  appeared  exceedingly  (roahled, 
and  became,  as  it  were,  immovable.  King  Bcdcr  lost  not  a  moment ;  be  Wok 
some  water  from  tlie  same  fountain,  and  throwing  it  in  her  face,  "  AboraJnafak 
enchantress,''  he  exclaimed,  "depart  from  your  present  form,  and  be  rtiir<[Ml 
into  that  of  a  mare." 

At  the  same  instant  Queen  Lab^  became  transformed  into  a  verv  hrmtrirT"' 
mare  ;  and  so  great  was  her  confusion  and  sorrow  at  secini;  facnell  tlmi  netl> 
xnorpfaosed,  that  she  shed  abundance  of  tears.  She  hcUl  ilown  her  head,  even 
to  the  feet  of  King  Beder,  as  if  to  move  him  with  compassion  ;  butevenifbelttd 
been  disooscd  to  relent,  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  rep.itr  the  e\  il  lie  had  doofr 
He  led  ine  marc  to  the  stable  of  the  palace,  where  he  put  her  into  the  hands  rf 
a  groom,  to  saddle  nnd  bridle  her  ■,  but  of  all  the  bridles  which  the  groocn  thcd, 
not  one  was  found  ilut  would  suit  her.  He  then  ordered  two  harsea  to  be  pK 
ready,  one  for  himself  and  one  for  the  groom,  whom  he  commanded  to  fbllovhttB 
to  the  house  of  Abdallah,  leading  tlic  marc  in  hand. 

Abdallah  perceived  at  a  distance  the  approach  of  Kin^;  Hcdcr  and  the  raaK, 
and  doubted  not  but  iliat  he  Iiad  done  as  lie  had  recommeodcd  hun.    "  Can*d 


,*■  said  he  to  hbnsclf  at  the  same  time,  with  much  pleasure,  "  Jlcaven  at 
,.^,  has  chasti&cd  you  as  you  dc5er\'e."  King  Beder  alijihted  immediately  on 
•Us  axrira],  and  entered  into  ihc  shop  of  Abdallah,  whom  he  cordially  embraced. 
Ilunkira  him  for  the  many  important  scm-ices  he  had  rendered  him.  He  related 
^o  him  in  what  manner  everything  had  passed,  and  obscr\-ed  to  him  that  he 
CooJd  tind  no  bridle  proper  for  the  mar&  Abdallah,  who  had  them  for  horses  of 
every  sort,  bridled  the  mare  himself;  and  as  soon  as  King  Beder  had  sent  away 
tlig  tfTOom  «ith  the  two  horses,  "  Sire,"  said  he,  "you  have  no  (wcasinn  to  stop 
%«ty  lOT^r  in  this  place :  mount  your  marc,  and  return  to  your  kingdom.  The 
otur  thing  1  have  to  recommend  you  is,  that  in  case  you  are  disposed  to  part 
^itn  ypur  marc,  jou  take  especial  care  to  give  her  up  with  the  bndlc  on  her." 
)□>%  Beder  promised  that  he  would  nut  forget,  and  after  they  had  bid  each  other 
«dteu*  ho  departed. 

The  jrouttg  King  of  I'ersia  was  no  sooner  out  of  the  city,  Uwn,  cn-crcomc  with 
^-joy  M  having  escaped  m>  great  a  danger,  and  that  the  sorceress  was  in  his 
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tton.  Three  cl.-i>^  after  his  departure  he  arrh-ed  at  x  larse  city,  tn  passing 
through  the  suburbs  he  was  met  by  an  old  man  of  respembtc  appearance,  who 
vas  ^oinf:;  on  foot  to  his  house  of  retirement  in  the  countr)*.  **  Sir,"  saji  the  old 
roan,  .iddrcssing  htm,  "  may  I  ask  from  whence  you  come  ?"  The  Idnp  stopped 
to  reptv,  and  while  the  old  man  went  on  to  ask  uiore  questions, an  elderlv  woman 
approadicd,  who  likewise,  when  she  came  up  to  them,  stopped  also,  and  looking 
upon  the  m.ift'.  bctiin  to  weep  bitterly. 

Kiny  Bedcr  and  ihc  old  man  ceased  thtir  conwrsaiion,  in  order  to  observe 
the  wtiinan,  when  King  Beder  asked  her  what  was  the  occasion  of  her  ][rieC 
"  Sir,"  said  she,  **  your  mare  so  perfectly  resembles  one  lately  belonging  to  ray 
son,  and  which,  for  his  sake,  I  yet  regret,  that  1  should  beheve  her  to  be  the 
very  same  were  his  still  alive.  ScU  her  to  me.  I  entreat  >*ou  ;  I  win  pay  yoa 
whatever  you  ask,  and  think  myself  under  great  obligation  to  you," 

"  My  good  mother,"  replied  King  Beder,  "I  am  very  sorrj-  it  is  not  in  my 

power  to  grant  vour  request,  but  my  mare  is  not  to  be  sold."     "Ah  I   sir, 

exclaimed  the  olJ  woman,  "  1  lieseech  you  in  the  name  of  God  not  to  refuse  tne ; 

(Itoth  I  and  my  son  shall  die  with  grief  if  you  deny  us  this  favour."      "  Sly  good 

mother,"  replied  King  Beder,  "  I  should  agree  to  it  ver)-  willingly,  if  I  biMf  the 

tntenlion  of  paning  with  so  good  a  mare  ;   but  even  if  this  were  the  case,  I  da 

not  belie\*e  thai  )'du  would  choose  to  give  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  for  1  oertaiiUy 

^should  not  value  her  at  leits."    "  Why  nut  give  it?"  said  the  old  wonuui ;  '*yoa 

'have  only  to  agree  to  the  sale,  I  am  ready  at  this  moment  to  pay  the  moocy  * 

King  Beder,  ubsen-ing  that  the  old  woman  was  dressed  very  meanly,  did  not 
imagine  that  she  could  be  in  circumstances  to  raise  so  considerable  a  sum-  To 
prove,  therefore,  if  she  could  keep  to  the  bargain,  "Give  the  money,"  said  he, 
"and  the  mare  is  yours."  Immediately  the  old  woman  untied  apur$e,  whitrh  was 
Jastened  round  hc'r  waist,  and  presenting  it  to  him  :  "  Take  the  trouble  to  dis- 
mount,'* said  she,  "  that  wc  may  sec  whctlicr  this  contains  the  sum  fcquirad.  If 
it  docs  not,  I  shall  soon  be  able  to  provide  the  rest ;  my  house  is  not  fv  oH." 

The  astonishment  of  King  Beder,  when  he  saw  the  purse,  was  very  gictt. 
"  My  good  mother,"  said  he,  "do  not  you  sec  that  in  what  I  have  been  sa>ing 
I  have  merely  meant  to  joke?  1  repeat  it  to  you  that  my  marc  Is  not  t<a  be  sold.* 
The  old  man,  who  had  vrimesKd  the  whole  conversation,  then  put  in  his  words: 
**  My  son,"  said  he  to  King  Beder,  "  it  is  necc5sar\-  that  you  should  be  nude  »c- 
((uainicd  with  a  matter  of  which  I  perceive  you  arc  ignorant ;  it  is  not  permineii 
in  this  city  to  use  any  kind  of  falsehood  whatever,  under  pam  of  dcj'Ji.  It  is  in- 
dispensably requisite,  therefore,  that  you  should  take  this  good  wiiinir.\  rnoocy, 
ana  give  upyMur  marc,  since  she  has  offered  you  the  price  yoa  i  j  luia 

better  do  the  thing  without  bustle  than  expose  yourself  to  the  <  Ik  msy 

otherwise  arise  from  your  rehisal." 

The  king,  much  afflicted  at  having  involved  himself  thus  inconsidcnudy  In  to 
disagreeable  an  atfair,  descended  from  his  marc  with  deep  regret. 

The  old  woman  was  ready  in  an  instant  to  seize  hold  of  the  bridle  and  strip  it 
ofT ;  she  was,  if  possible,  more  alert  in  possessing  hcrsdf  of  some  water  from  ~ 
stream  that  ^owcd  in  the  middle  of  the  street ;  and  tiking  some  in  her  luuidl. 
ilucw  it  on  the  marc,  pronouncing  at  the  same  time  these  words :  "  My  dngi 
quit  this  form,  which  does  not  belong  to  you,  and  reassume  your  own." 
change  was  made  in  an  instant,  and  King  Beder,  who  f.itnted  away  as  sDoa 
Queen  I-ib^  again  appeared  before  him,  would  have  fallen  to  the  ground  if  Ae 
old  tnan  had  not  supported  him. 

The  old  woman,  who  was  the  mother  of  Queen  Labi,  and  who  had  insuuLled 
her  in  alt  the  secrets  of  magic,  had  no  sooner  embraced  her  daughter  in  d^  fill* 
Xtess  of  her  joy,  than  she  brought  before  them,  by  whisding,  a  genius,  nf  hnJeous 
appearance,  and  of  a  6gure  and  size  truly  gig.inlic.  The  genius  took  King  Beder 
immediately  upon  one  arm,  while  he  embraced  the  old  woman  and  the 
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oae«n  with  the  other,  and  in  a  few  momenu  transported  them  to  the  palace  of 
Queca  Lab^,  in  the  City  of  Enchantments. 

The  queen,  when  arrived  at  her  palace,  began  to  reproach  King  Beder  with 
the  air  of  a  fury.  '*  Ungrateful  wretch,"  said  she,  "  is  it  thus  that  j-our  unworthy 
uncle  and  you  have  given  proofs  of  your  gratitude,  after  all  that  I  have  done  for 
3«jo  ?  I  wiU  reward  you  both  as  you  deserve."  She  said  no  more,  but  taking 
some  water  in  her  hand,  and  throwing  it  upon  his  fiice,  "  Quit  vour  present  form, ' 
said  she,  "and  take  that  of  a  tilthy  owL"  The  change  instantly  took  place,  when 
she  comnianded  one  of  her  women  to  confine  the  hateful  creature  in  a  cage,  and 
KogJTe  it  nothmg  to  cat  or  drink. 

Tlw  woman  took  the  cage  ;  but  without  regarding  the  commands  of  the  aueen, 
placed  in  it  both  food  and  water  ;  being  rooreuvcr  a  friend  of  old  Abdallan,  she 
sent  secretly  to  inform  him  of  tlie  queen's  conduct  in  regard  to  his  nephew,  and 
of  bcr  intention  to  destroy  them  both,  in  order  that  he  might  use  the  necesiKiry 
precautions,  and  provide  for  his  own  safety. 

Abdallah  saw  immediately  that  it  was  no  longer  time  to  keep  any  terms  with 
Queen  Lab}.  He  had  only  to  whistle  in  a  peculiar  manner,  and  immediately  an 
enormous  genius  with  four  mngs  appeared  before  him,  ana  desired  to  know  for 
-what  purpose  he  was  called.  "  Lightning,"  said  he,  for  thus  was  the  genius  named, 
"it  is  OUT  present  business  to  prcscr\'c  the  life  of  King  licdcr,  the  son  of  Queen 
Oulnari.  Go  to  the  palace  of  the  sorceress,  and  transport  from  thence  instantly 
CO  the  capital  of  Persia,  tliat  compassionate  woman  to  whom  she  has  given  charge 
of  ibc  cage,  in  order  thai  she  may  inform  Queen  Gulnar^  of  the  danger  to  whidi 
laer  son  is  exptiscd,  and  of  the  necessity  there  is  to  afford  him  assistance.  Take 
caie  not  to  aLum  her  in  presenting  yourself  before  her,  and  tell  her  from  me  what 
2  wish  her  to  do." 

Lightning  disappeared,  and  m  the  same  instant  arrived  at  the  palace  of  the 
aorcercss.  He  gave  the  nccessaiy  instructions  to  the  woman,  and  conveying  her 
«loft  vx  air,  transported  her  to  the  capital  of  Persia,  where  he  placed  her  upon  a 
terraced  roof,  which  communicated  with  the  apartment  of  Queen  Gulnai^  The 
wonun  descended  the  staircase  which  led  to  this  .ip.irtment,  where  she  found 
Queen  Gulnard,  and  Queen  Taracho  her  mother,  conversing  upon  the  common 
subject  of  their  affliction.  She  saluted  them  with  most  profound  reverence,  and 
tlien  ga\'e  such  an  account  of  King  Bcder  as  made  thcra  instantly  perceive  the 
necesuty  he  was  under  of  receiving  immediate  succour. 

Queen  Culnar6  was  so  much  transiwrtcd  with  by  at  the  news  she  heard,  that 
&be  rose  from  the  place  where  she  was  sitting,  and  cordially  embraced  the  worthy 
SKmsenger,  to  express  how  much  she  was  obliged  by  the  scr^-ice  slie  liad  received 
^ncnher.  Immediately  nfter  this  she  left  her  apartment,  and  commanded  the 
Kwmpets.  drums,  and  other  instruments  of  the  palace  to  be  sounded,  loannounce 
t«>  tbe  whole  cit>'  that  the  King  of  Persia  would  soon  arrive.  She  returned,  and 
Cound  King  Saleh  her  brother,  whom  Queen  Karachi  had  already  brought  there 
tky  means  of  a  partictdar  fumigation.  "  Brother,**  said  she  to  him, "  the  king  your 
■kc^bew,  m^  dear  son,  is  in  the  City  of  Enchantments,  under  the  power  of  Queen 
Xjuii.  It  IS  your  business  and  mine  to  go  and  dcUvcr  him  ;  there  is  no  time  to 
lie  lost" 

Kins  Saldi  assembled  a  powerful  army  from  his  marine  dominions,  which  soon 
•TO«e  from  the  sea.  He  called  also  lo  his  assistance  tlic  genii,  his  allies,  wlio 
t^yeored  with  another  army  more  numerous  than  his  own.  When  they  were 
^udi  joined,  he  put  himself  at  the  hend,  with  Queen  Farach^,  Queen  Gulnar^,  and 
*J»e  priacesses,  who  were  dc-irous  to  part.ike  of  the  action.  They  mounted  in 
Um  air,  and  very  soon  descended  on  the  palace  in  the  City  of  Enchanimcms, 
"^Iwre  the  sorceress  queen,  her  mother,  and  all  the  worshippers  of  tire  were 
^cwreycd  in  the  twinumg  of  an  eye. 

Queen  Cuhuri  bad  ordered  that  the  woman  of  Queen  Labi,  who  had  arrived 
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with  the  information  of  her  son's  calamitous  chan^  and  imprisonment, 
attend  her  ;  and  she  gave  her  a  sirict  charge,  that  m  the  midst  of  the  hat 
confusinn,  she  should  nave  no  object  whatever  in  view  but  to  secure  the  ca_ 
bring  it  to  her.    This  order  n-as  faithfully  executed.   The  queen  opened  thi 
herself,  and  drew  thence  the  owl,  on  whom  she  threw  some  water  which  she 
commanded  to  be  brought :  "  My  dear  un,"  said  she,  "quit  this  strange 
and  rcasbumc  your  natural  figure  of  a  tnan." 

In  the  same  moment  the  owl  ceased  to  appear,  and  the  queen  saw  before  her 
King  Beder,  her  son,  whom  she  embraced  Immediately  with  an  excess  of  delight 
Wliat  she  was  unable  to  say  by  words,  in  a  transport  which  overcame  her, 
expressed  by  abundance  of  tears.    She  could  not  resctlve  to  quit  him  ;  And 
was  necessary'  that  (Jueen  Fanich6  should  tear  him  from  her.    When  ib 
ladies  could  &car  to  pan  with  him,  he  was  embraced  by  the  king  his  uncle, 
by  the  princesses  his  relations. 

The  lirst  care  of  Queen  Gulnari  was  to  make  inquiry  after  old  AbdaUah,  to 
whom  she  was  indebted  for  the  King  of  Persia's  restoration.  As  soon  as  be  was 
conducted  to  her,  "The  obligation  I  am  under  to  you,"  said  she.  "is  »o  gnal. 
that  there  is  nothing  I  am  not  ready  to  do  to  express  my  gratitvtde.  Ti 
how  1  cin  serve  you  most  to  yniir  satisfaction,  and  nc  assurrifof  my  compU 
"  Great  queen,"  he  replied,  '*  if  the  hidy  whom  I  sent  lo  your  majesty  will 
and  wilhngly  consent  to  accept  in  marriage  him  who  now  offers  himself  (o 
and  if  the  King  of  Persia  \vi\\  permit  mc  to  remain  at  his  court,  I  wiU  witll 
whole  heart  devote  the  remainder  of  ray  life  lo  his  servtce."  Queen  Calrkart  hli- 
mediately  turned  towards  the  lady,  whose  modest  blushes  and  embarrassed  de- 
meanour fully  expressed  huw  hftle  repugnancy  she  felt  at  the  proposal,  and  joined 
their  hands  together,  while  she  and  the  King  of  f  ersia  both  assured  them  thai  it 
should  be  their  united  care  to  promote  their  welfare. 

This  marriage  gave  the  King  of  Persia  an  opportunitv  to  enlarge  on  the  sub- 
ject :  addressing  himself,  therefore,  to  die  queen  his  mother,  **  Madam,*' 
smiting,  "  I  am  delighted  with  the  marriage  you  have  just  made  ; 
however,  another  which  demands  your  attention."  Queen  Gulnarfr 
immediately  cumprchcnd  what  marriage  he  was  speaking  of ;  but  having 
fleeted  for  a  moment,  and  penetrated  the  full  meaning  of  his  speech, "  tt  if,' 
said  she,  "  ynur  own  of  which  you  are  speaking.  I  consent  to  it  most  willingly.* 
She  immediately  addressed  herself  to  the  marine  subjects  of  the  king  bcr  brouwr, 
and  to  the  genii  who  were  present.  "Go,"  said  she,  "and  examine  aO  the 
palaces  of  the  sea  and  of  the  earth,  and  brinf;  us  information  of  the  most  besati> 
Kil  princess,  and  the  most  worthy  of  the  king  my  son,  that  you  can  anywhere 
find." 

•*  Madam,"  replied  King  Beder,  "  it  will  be  useless  to  take  this  trouble.  Yoa 
are,  without  doubt,  alrvaoj-  informed  that  I  have  given  my  heart  to  the  Friooew 
of  Samandal,  upon  the  simple  statement  of  her  b«ioly  :  I  have  seen  her,  and  do 
not  repent  of  the  present  I  have  made.  Indeed,  neither  upon  the  earth,  nortmdcr 
the  sea,  can  there  possibly  exist  a  princess  who  dcser\-es  to  be  put  in  companMB 
with  her.  It  is  true  that  upon  the  declaration  I  made  of  myself  and  my  nauaion. 
she  behaved  to  mc  in  a  way  that  would  have  cxtinguiiticd  the  fiante  as  a  lave 
less  ardent  than  mine.  She  was,  however,  not  to  be  blamed  ;  she  ooold  not. 
without  betra)'ing  her  hlial  duty  and  the  honour  of  her  family,  treat  mc  with  lot& 
rigour,  after  having  discovered  that  I,  however  innoccnlly,  was  the  cau«c  of  the 
king  her  father's  imprisomncnL  It  may  be,  tliat  by  this  lime  the  King  til 
Samandal  has  altered  his  sentiments,  and  that  the  princess  will  no  longer  >e6ise 
me  her  heart  and  hand,  when  she  sttall  have  obtained  the  sanction  o^  net  n^F^ 
parent" 

"  My  son,"  replied  Guln.ir&,  "  if  there  be  in  the  world  no  one  but  the  Prince** 
Gianhari  who  can  make  you  happy,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  oppose  your  imioa. 


The  History  of  Beder  and  GiauMarh 


447 


tfl.  indeed,  ii  can  be  effected.  The  king  your  uncle  has  only  to  brin^  the  Kingof 
Sa  matidat  hithtr,  and  we  shall  soon  \txm  if  it  remains  as  impossible  lo  treat 
with  him  as  formerly." 

"With  whatever  strictness  ihe  King  of  Samandal  had  been  guarded  during  his 

ca[>t)«iiy  by  King  Caleb's  orders,  he  had  aU  the  itmc  been  treated  with  so  much 

atxeniionr  thai  hib  hau^'hty  spirit  became  much  subdued,  and  he  condescended 

lo  live  on  caav  icniis  with  die  officers  who  guarded  him.    King  S.ilch  ordered  a 

ctiniin;;-di^h  full  of  coals  to  be  brought  him,  upon  which  he  threw  a  cCTtain  com- 

^Aitiun.  pronouncing  at  the  &ame  time  some  mysterious  words.    As  soon  as  the 

unoke  began  to  ascend,  the  whole  palace  trembled,  when  inmiediately  appeared 

il*e  K[illg  of  Sainnndal,  with  the  officers  of  King  Saleh  who  attended  nini.     The 

Kin^  of  Persia  threw  himself  tnsiandy  at  his  feet,  and  remained  with  his  knee 

upon  the  grciuncL    *'  Sire,™  said  he,  "  it  is  no  longer  King  SaJch  who  solicits  of 

your  majesty  lo  honour  the  King  of  Persia  with  your  alliance  :   it  is  the  King  of 

Persia  himself  uho  now  entreats  you  to  grant  so  great  a  favour.    I  cannot  believe 

tiut  )n>u  uish  lo  be  the  death  of  a  klnj^,  who  can  exist  no  longer  if  denied  the 

fwcssion  of  the  amiable  Princes^  Giauliar^^." 

The  Kmg  of  Saimmdal  no  longer  suffered  the  King  of  Persia  to  remain  at  his 
iect.  He  embraced  him,  and  compelled  him  to  rise,  "  Sire,"  said  he,  "  I  should 
Vottremelv  concerned  to  contribute  in  the  least  to  the  death  of  so  worthy  a 
aaoarch.  ff  it  be  true  that  a  life  so  precious  can  only  be  preserved  in  union 
ib4  my  daughter,  live ;  rise, — she  is  yours.  She  has  always  been  perfectly 
flWieot  to  my  will,  and  I  do  not  expect  that  she  will  now  oppose  me."  He  then 
ctai]^  one  of  his  own  officers,  who,  by  King  Saleh's  desire,  had  remained  about 
lu  person,  to  go  in  search  of  the  Princess  Giauhar^,  and  to  bring  her  to  them 
■Muuly. 

This  princess  had  constandy  remained  on  the  island  where  the  King  of  Persia 
lad  met  with  her.  The  officer  found  her  there,  and  was  soon  seen  to  rerum, 
accn^nied  by  her  and  her  women.  The  King  of  Samandal  embraced  the 
niDoess.  "  My  daughter,"  said  he,  "  I  have  given  you  a  husband.  The  King  of 
nttia,  whom  you  see  before  you,  is  the  most  accomplished  monarch  that  this 
•l*!"  crisis  in  the  whole  universe  :  the  preference  he  gives  you  above  all  other 
Snaccises  obliKes  both  you  and  me  to  make  him  ever)'  return  of  gratitude.'' 

"Stre,"  replied  the  Princess  Giauhar^,  '*  your  majesty  kno^vs  that  I  have  never 
t^ied  in  tlic  obedience  I  owe  to  all  yuur  commands ;  I  am  equally  ready  to 
C(iip4r  in  the  present  instance,  and  only  hope  that  the  King  of  Persia  will 
^ftgtH  the  ill  treatment  he  has  received  from  me :  he  is,  I  believe,  sufficiently 
dnttable  to  impute  it  to  its  real  cause,  the  necessity'  of  my  duty." 

Ibe  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  the  palace  of  the  City  of  Enchantments  with 
KfBucb  the  greater  pomp  as  all  the  lo%-crs  of  the  sorceress  queen,  who  had 
■^ploed  their  oriyinal  form  from  the  moment  of  her  death,  and  wlio  were  come 
^iMnra  tbeir  thanks  to  the  King  of  Persia,  Queen  Gulnarc,  and  King  Saleb, 
^hnded  on  the  occasion.    They  were  all  sons  of  kings,  or  [>crsons  of  very  high 

Anr  this  Kin{^  Sateh  conducted  the  King  of  Samandal  back  to  his  own 

^'MtiBioikS,  and  reinstated  him  in  the  full  possession  of  his  kingdom.  The  King 
^.  ^Pinia,haWng  attained  the  summit  of  his  wishes,  rciiimcd  to  lite  capital 
^^U  liPenigt,  accompanie<t  by  Queen  Gulnar^,  Queen  Farachi:.  and  the  princesses; 
^^H  *'baeri  %rith  Queen  Karachi,  remained  there  until  King  Salch  rejoined  thcsD, 
^^~^  ^tben  reconducted  tbcm  to  bis  dominions  under  the  sea. 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  CANEM,  SON  OF  ABOU  AIBOU,  THE  %\JC\ 

OF  LOVE. 

IRE  (said  Schehenuadi  to  the  Sultan  of  the  tndted  A 
lived  formerly  at  Damascus  a  merchant,  wtw^  by  BM 
du6try  and  attention  to  bjsincss,  had  «in»t»cq  ■  ' 
fortune,  upon  which  he  lived  wiib  much 
Abou  AibK>u,  for  that  wns  his  name,  had  a  MO 
daughter.     The  son  was  originally  called  Canqn, 
afiem-ards  acc^uired  the  name  of  the  Slave  of  Lev*. 
was  very  handsome,  and  his  understinding,  which  wxs 
good,  had  been  cultivated  by  the  best  masteri,  whom  his 
h.id  been  ver>'  anxious  to  provide.    The  daui^icr  wai  called* 
rolomb,  that  is,  subducr  of  hearts,  because  she  nas  so  rety ! 
tiful  that  all  who  saw  her  became  enamoured  of  her  dnmUk. 

Abou  Aibuu  died,  and  left  iiniiiensc  riches.    A  buodrad 
of  brocade  and  other  rich  silks,  which  were  found  in  bit 
house,  made  but  a  small  port  of  them.    These  bales  were  d 
packed,  and  upon  each  of  them  was  uTitten  in  Urse  cl 
"  For  Bagdad." 

At  thai  time  Mohammed,  sumamed  Zinebi,  the  son  of  5M>liman,  n_ 

Damascus,  the  capital  of  S>Tia.     His  relation  Haroun  Atnscbld,wfao  rcMtdJt 
Bagdad,  hiid  bestowed  upon  him  this  trihutar)'  kingdom. 

A  short  titne  after  the  death  of  Abou  Aiboii,  Gancm  was  convening  wMi  bis 
mother  on  the  affairs  of  their  family,  wher^  mention  being  made  of  the  cmdt 
which  were  in  the  warehouse,  he  asked  her  what  was  the  meaning  of  tba  vildig 
which  be  observed  on  every  bale.  "  My  son,"  replied  hii  mother,  "  your  bA», 
being  accustomed  to  travel  into  various  provinces,  used,  before  his  dfi|iUtBn^  ID 
wnte  upon  each  bale  the  name  of  the  place  to  which  he  propuscd  to  gfik  Htt  had 
arranged  cverjthing  for  his  journey  to  Bagdad,  and  was  ready  to  set  off*,  «b« 
death—"  She  was  unable  to  proceed  ;  the  lively  remcmbrmce  of  the  low  sbe 
had  sustained  would  not  permit  her  to  utter  another  word,  and  she  slwd  a  tomM 
of  tean. 

Ganem  could  not  see  his  mother  so  much  affected  without  feeling  vwy  aeoM); 
himself.  They  remained  silent  for  some  minutes  ;  but  at  length  Gutcm,  ft- 
covering  himself,  addressed  his  mother,  as  soon  as  he  saw  her  in  n  cooditkw  » 
attend  to  him,  in  the  followmg  words  :  "Since  my  father  destined  this  rocrduD- 
dise  for  Bagdad,  and  has  not  Been  permitted  to  execute  hi'^  il'-^i  -ti  t  ulU  jwcmh 
to  take  the  joumc)-.     I  think  indeed  I  ought  to  hasten  ni  loch  ai 

possible,  lest  the  goods  should  take  harm  in  the  state  in  ^  .  are,  m 

we  should  lose  the  opportunity  of  disposing  of  ihcm  tn  ad^-antagc' 

The  widow  of  Abou  AJbou,  who  tenderlv  loved  her  son,  wi?  nrrrh  aUnnvd  u 
this  resolution.  "  My  son,"  atiswcred  she, '* I  cannot  but  ■\.  i  far  wiaUac 

to  imitate  your  father;  but  think  how  young  you  arc,  I  ricnced,  and 

how  entirely  unaccustomed  to  the  fatigue  of  long  joiirncvi.  Wuuld  you  baiidai 
abandon  me,  and  add  a  new  affliction  to  that  nith  which  I  am  already  ovir- 
whelmed?  Is  it  not  better  to  dispose  of  these  goods  to  the  mercbaata  if 
Damascus,  and  content  ourselves  with  a  moderate  profit,  than  to  crpoM  yvuridf 
to  so  manv  dangers  ?" 

She  endeavoured  in  \'am  to  oppose  Ganem's  design ;  be  was  too  eager 
prosecution  of  his  scheme  to  attend  to  her  ailments.  The  desire  of  tnti 
and  of  improving  his  mind  by  a  more  extensive  knowledge  of  the  worlds 


*'*«n  to  depart,  and  pre\-ailed  over  ihe  remonstrances,  prayers,  and  even  rears  of 
**»  mother.  Me  went  to  the  market  where  slaves  were  sold,  and  bought  such  as 
^  thought  suited  to  bis  purpose  ;  hired  a  hundred  camels  ;  and  bein^,'  provided 
*ith  everything  necessary,  set  off  with  five  or  six  merchants  of  Damascus  who 
*ere  going  to  trade  at  Bagdad. 

These  merchants,  followed  by  ibcir  slaves,  and  accompanied  by  several  other 
^vellers,  made  up  so  large  a  caravan,  thiit  ihey  had  nothing  to  fear  from  tlic 
Bedouins— those  wandcnng  Arabs,  whose  custom  it  is  to  scour  the  counir)',  ai- 
Ucking  and  pillaging  all  the  caravans  that  are  not  strong  enough  to  resist  their 
assults.  Tbey  had  then  nothing  to  fear  but  the  fatigues  incident  to  a  long 
r,  which  were  soon  forgotten   when  they  came  in  sight  of  the  city  of 
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Tbey  alighted  at  the  most  magniBcent  and  best-frequented  khan  of  the  city; 
bat  Cuem,  who  wished  to  be  lodged  more  privately  and  comraodiously,  did  not 
nake  aay  long  stay  there.  He  satisfied  himself  with  leaving  his  merchandise  in 
»  place  «  safety,  and  then  hired,  in  the  neighbourhood,  an  excellent  house,  richly 
farmshed,  having  the  most  delightliil  garden  that  can  be  imagined,  abounding  in 
:tiful  groves  and  founuins. 

one  days  after  this  young  merchant  had  established  himself  in  his  house, 
had  recovered  from  the  fatigue  of  his  journey,  he  dressed  himself  very  faand- 
K)mely,in  order  to  attend  the  public  place  where  the  merchants  assemble  to  buy 
and  sell  their  goods.  He  was  followed  by  a  slave,  who  carried  a  parcel  containing 
m-crai  pieces  of  fmc  siutTs  and  linens. 

The  merchants  received  Cancm  with  much  civility:  and  their  cliieCor  sj-ndic^ 
to  whom  he  nrst  addressed  himself,  bought  his  whole  parcel  according  to  the 
several  prices  marked  on  the  tickets  which  were  fastened  respectively  to  each 
piece.  Ganem  continued  this  tratftc  with  so  much  success,  that  he  sold  every 
^  whatever  merchandise  he  prvtluccd. 

One  bale  only  remained,  which  he  had  ordered  lo  be  taken  out  of  the  warehouse, 
tod  faronsht  to  his  own  home,  previous  tu  his  attending  the  market ;  but  when 
bcanived  there,  he  found  all  the  shops  shut.  This  appeared  to  him  very  extra- 
ordbiary.  He  inquired  the  cause,  .ind  was  told  that  one  of  the  princifKil  mer- 
dants,  who  «-as  not  unknon-n  to  him,  w.^s  dead,  and  that  all  the  mitcmity, 
iccardittg  to  custom,  were  gone  to  attend  hts  funer.i). 

Ganem  took  pams  to  inform  himself  of  the  mosouc  where  pra>-ers  were  to  be 
oiBred,  and  whence  the  corpse  n-as  to  be  carried  to  the  place  of  interment. 
Havnc  gained  the  infunnation  he  wished,  he  sent  away  his  slave  with  the  mer- 
4n£e.  and  proceeded  towards  the  mosque.  He  arrived  there  before  the 
nyers  were  finished,  which  were  performing  in  a  room  hung  with  bkick  salin. 
The  corpse  was  soon  after  taken  up,  and  was  followed  by  all  the  rclatioDs,  ac- 
QOBpanied  b>'  the  merchanis  and  Ganem,  to  tlie  burj-ing- place,  which  was  at  a 
OHldenible  distance  ftom  the  city* ;  it  w.is  a  stone  editicc,  in  the  form  of  a  dome, 
dodaed  to  receive  the  bodies  of  the  family  deceased  ;  and  as  it  was  small,  tents 
U  been  erected  round  it,  that  the  company  might  be  sheltered  during  the 
ttienoDy.  The  tomb  being  opened,  tlie  corpse  was  placed  in  it,  after  which  it 
'Vbftgain  closed.  Then  the  Imam  and  the  other  ministers  of  the  mosque, sitting 
vtCarde  upon  carpcu  in  the  principal  tent,  recited  the  rest  of  tJic  prayers.  They 
•be  itad  those  chapters  of  the  Koran  which  were  appointed  for  the  buri.il  of  the 
4cid,  while  the  relations  and  merchants,  following  the  example  of  tlte  ministers. 
«in  a  circle  behind. 

It  was  almost  night  before  all  the  ceremonies  were  finished.  Ganem,  who  had 
Werpected  they  would  Ixst  so  long  a  time,  began  to  be  uneasy,  and  his  uncasi- 
*as  hicreased  when  he  s.-iw  them  serve  a  repast  in  honour  of  the  deceased, 
"Tffnfii^  to  the  custom  of  ilagdad.  He  was  told  that  the  tents  bad  been  pitched 
XK  ooljr  to  guard  against  the  beat  of  the  sim,  but  as  a  protection  also  from  the 
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damp  of  the  uighi,  as  ihcy  were  not  to  reium  lo  ihc  citv  till  the  next  morning. 
This  accmint  ;il;irniwl  him,  "I  am  a  stranger,"  said  he  to  himself,  "and  am 
accounted  rich  ;  thieve*  may  take  advajitage  of  my  absenre,  and  rob  my  houtc. 
My  slaves  even  may  be  tempted  by  so  fair  an  opportunity  :  they  may  tsiltc  fli^ 
with  Uie  money  I  have  received  for  my  merchandise,  and  where  s)iall  J  go  ta 
pursue  them .' "  Much  occupied  by  these  thoughts,  he  hastily  ate  a  few  ntonth, 
and  stole  away  from  the  company. 

He  set  out  with  tlie  utmost  diligence  ;  but  as  it  often  happens  that  they  vba 
make  the  most  haste,  from  some  adverse  accident,  hare  the  wone  speed,  to  he, 
mistaking  one  road  for  another,  was  so  bewilderwl  in  the  dark,  that  it  w»i  fiBar 
midnight  when  he  airi^'cd  at  the  ^te  of  the  dtj'.  To  compleic  his  mbfortVB^ 
be  found  it  shut ;  this  obstacle  brought  on  a  new  distress  :  he  i^as  now  obl^U 
to  look  out  for  some  place  where  be  might  pass  the  remamder  of  the  night,  and 
wait  till  the  gale  should  be  opened.  He  entered  a  barking-ground  of  sudi  vast 
extent,  that  it  reached  from  the  city  to  the  place  he  had  just  quitted  ;  be  ft^ 
ceeded  till  he  came  to  some  high  walls,  which  surrounded  a  private  plac«  ef 
burial  belonging  to  a  particular  family,  and  in  which  he  ubser^ed  a  large  pain- 
tree.  There  was  a  great  many  other  private  burving- places,  the  doon  ofvUdi 
had  not  been  carefully  securetL  Finding  that  open  where  he  had  seen  the  pahn- 
tree,  he  entered,  and  shut  the  door  after  him  ;  he  then  lay  down  upon  the  gran, 
in  the  hope  of  obtaining  some  repose  ;  but  the  uneasiness  he  felt  at  his  situalioa 
did  not  allow  him  to  sleep.  He  rose,  and  after  having  walked  several  limes 
backward  and  forward  before  the  door,  he  opened  tt,  without  well  krunrii^  tbt 
reason;  immediately  he  perceived  atadistaikcealight,  which  seemed  toapfi 
He  was  seized  with  fear  at  the  sight,  and  quickly  closed  the  door  anin, 
shut  only  with  a  I.itch,  and  then  hastily  ascended  the  palm-tree,  whi(Ji  hts 
made  him  believe  lo  be  tlie  most  secure  simation  he  could  find. 

He  was  no  sooner  in  the  tree  than  he  saw,  by  means  of  the  li^>ht  which 
alarmed  him,  three  men  enter  the  bur^-ing-ground,  whom  he  knew  by  their 
to  be  slaves.    One  walked  Iwfore  with  a  Lintem,  and  the  two  otbera 
laided  with  a  chest  about  five  or  six  feet  long,  which  they  carried  apon 
shoulders ;  they  set  it  down,  after  which  one  of  tlie  three  sla\-es  said  to  his 
rades,  "  Brothers,  if  you  will  take  my  advice,  we  shall  leave  the  chest  hero 
return  to  the  city."    "  No,  no,''  replied  another,  "  we  must  not  exceute  the 
of  our  mistress  in  this  manner.     We  shall  certainly  repent  if  we  disobey 
let  us  bury  the  chest,  since  she  has  commanded  iL"   The  other  slaves  cott 
and  thc>- began  to  dig  up  the  e-irth  with  some  instruments  they  had  brought 
the  purpose;  having  made  a  deep  hole,  they  put  in  the  chest,  and  cot  wed 
with  the  earth  ihey  had  removed.      They  then  left  the  bur^ing-smuad, 
returned  to  ihetr  home. 

Ganem,  who  had  heard  from  the  top  of  the  palm-tree  what  the  slaves  hmA 
saving,  knew  not  what  to  think  of  this  adventure :  he  imagined  that  this  r 
must  contain  something  vcrv  precious,  and  that  the  person  to  whom  it  bck«)L^   J!^ 
had  some  particular  reason  for  having  it  hidden  in  this  buning-ground.    He  ir^^^"*- 
mediately  resolved  to  be  better  informed  on  this  subject,  and  descended  from  tE 
palm-tree.     The  departure  of  the  sla\*es  had  relieved  htm  from  hi*  fcan. 
went  to  work,  and  so  well  employed  his  h.inds  and  feet  on  the  spot  that  he 
got  a  sight  of  the  chest ;  but  he  found  it  fastened  by  a  kirge  padlock.    He 
much  mortified  bv  this  new  obstacle,  which  prc\ented  him  from  gratiMtq; 
curiosity.     He  din  not,  however,  despair,  antl  the  Ughi  now  beginning  to  da 
enabled  him  to  discover  se^fral  large  flints,  which  were  l>nng  about  in  tbc  bai 
mg-ground.     He  took  up  one  them,  with  which  he  Ibreed  open  the 

without  much  difficulty.    Then,  full  of  impatience,  he  opened  the  rbcst. 

of  finding  money  in  it,  as  he  expeaed,  Gancm  was  mexpressiblv  surprtaed 
beholding  a  young  lady  of  extraordinary  beauty.    By  her  freth  cotoor,  and  I 
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more  By  Her  soft  and  regular  respiration, 
vc;  but  he  could  not  comprehend  the  reason  of  her 
inj;  (if  s^^  were  only  asleep)  at  the  noise  he  had  made  m  forcing  the  pad- 
She  was  so  magnificently  dressed,  her  bracelets  and  ear-rings  were  of 
■■'-  I'-iyd  the  necklace  i»f  the  largest  and  fines!  pearls,  that  be  cunld  not  for 
.  .ubt  but  she  must  l»e  one  of  the  6rst  ladies  ot"  the  court.  At  the  sight 
ling  an  object,  Ganem  not  only  felt  all  ihc  compassion  and  desire  of 
-.tres^  which  is  naiur.il  to  man,  but  a  stronger  motive  prevailed  with 
1  he  did  not  then  well  understand,  and  which  led  him  to  do  cvcryihinf; 
^■t  hu  power  to  assist  this  beautiful  young  creature.  The  tirsi  thing  he  did  was 
to  shot  the  door  of  the  burying-ground,  which  the  slaves  had  left  open :  he  then 
iTIamed  lo  tlie  lady,  took  her  in  his  arms,  and  lifung  licr  out  of  the  chest,  laid 
W  upon  the  earth  he  had  just  removed.  The  lady  was  no  sooner  released  from 
ber  confined  situation,  and  exposed  to  the  open  air,  than  she  bej;an  to  sneete,  and 
id^hl  effort  she  made  in  turning  her  htad,  caused  a  liquid  lo  flow  from  her 
Bontb,  which  seemed  to  oppress  her  stomach ;  then  half  opening  her  eyes  and 
***?,***'"'•  *''*  exclaimed,  without  seein*  Ganem,  in  a  voice  which  delighted 
im.  "Zohorob  Bostan  (Flower  of  the  Garden),  Schagrom  Margian  (Brvicb  of 
Cvrall.  Cassabos  Souccar  (Sugar-cane),  Nouronnihar  t  Light  of  Day),  N^mstos 
Sohi  (Star  of  the  Morning),  Nouzhetos  Zaman  (Delight  of  the  St^on),  spetJ^ 
whtre  are  you?"  The^:  were  the  names  of  the  fetnale  slaves  who  usually  attended 
ber.  She  continued  to  call  them,  and  was  much  astonished  that  no  one  answered. 
!%e  at  Last  opened  her  eyes,  and  finding  herself  in  a  bur>-ing-ground,  w.is  much 
aUnned.  "  What,"  cried  she,  in  a  louder  voice,  "are  the  dead  come  lo  life?  Ts 
ite  <I»y  of  judgment  arrived  ?    What  a  change  do  I  behold  since  last  night  I " 

GuMm  was  unwilling  to  leave  the  lady  any  longer  in  this  state  of  disquietude. 

He  inuncdiaiely  presented  himself  before  her  with  all  possible  respca  and 

politeness.   "  Mad.mi,"  said  he,  "  I  can  but  faintly  express  the  happiness  I  feci  at 

the  accident  which,  by  bringing  me  here,  has  enabled  me  to  serve  you ;  permit 

zaeto  oftcr  you  such  further  assistance  as,  in  your  present  condition,  you  must 

be  in  need  of." 

In  order  to  inspire  the  lady  with  confidence,  he  immediately  told  her  who  he 

.,  uid  by  what  accident  he  had  entered  the  burying -ground.     He  afterwards 

^pre  ber  an  accoont  of  the  airival  of  the  three  slaves,  and  of  the  manner  in  which 

^KT  had  buried  the  chest.     The  lady,  who  had  covered  her  face  with  a  veil  as 

-90011  as  Ganem  appeared  before  her,  was  affected  to  the  greatest  degree  when 

«be  teamed  the  extent  of  her  obligation  to  him.    *'  I  thank  God,"  9.iid  she,  "for 

Maying  sent  so  worthy  a  person  as  yourself  to  deliver  mc  from  death.     But  since 

^roi  fatt«'e  begun  so  c  ban  table  a  worK,  I  conjure  j-ou  not  to  leave  it  uniinishcd. 

^lo,  I  beseech  you,  to  the  town,  and  rind  a  muleteer,  who  may  come  and  convey 

concealed  in  this  chest,  on  a  mule,  to  your  house;  for  wxre  1  to  go  with  yoii 

feet,  my  dress,  being  different  from  that  usually  worn  in  the  city,  would  attract 

oo,  and  might  occasion  my  being  followed,  which  it  is  of  the  greatest  im- 

to  me  to  prevent.   When  1  am  arrived  at  your  house,  you  sltall  hear  my 

history;  in  the  meantime  be  assured  you  have  not  obliged  an  imgraicfiil 

Venon.* 

Tlie  young  merchant,  before  he  quitted  the  lady,  drew  the  chest  fix)m  the  hole 
^^  which  it  had  been  left,  and  whith  he  again  filled  up  with  the  earth;  he  then 
^crplaced  the  lady  in  the  chest,  and  shut  it  in  such  a  manner  as  lo  make  tt  appear 
-^Kt  If  the  padlork  had  not  been  forced;  but  to  guard  against  her  being  suffocated, 
J*  did  not  shut  the  chest  so  close  as  to  nre^'ent  all  admission  of  air.  Upon  Ic.tv- 
flie  burying-ground,  he  closed  the  floor  after  him,  and  finding  the  city  g^^iies 
,  be  had  soon  an  opportunit)*  of  gaining  what  he  sought.  He  returned  to 
barymff-KTound  with  alt  dispatch,  where  he  helped  &e  muleteer  to  place 
dicit  across  his  mule;  and  to  remove  any  suspicion  be  might  cntenain,  told 
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him  that  it  bnd  arrived  late  in  the  night  with  another  muleteer,  who,  beil^ ' 
haste  to  rclum.  hiid  left  the  chest  in  the  bun-ing-sround. 

Gancm,  who  !>incc  his  arrival  at  Bagdad  had  been  entirely  cagrDued  brba 
business,  hiid  never  yet  known  the  force  of  luvc.     He  [tour  fielt  its  power  (oc ' 
first  time.     It  was  iin|jussiljle  to  sec  the  youn{;  lady  without  admiraiion;  aad  ' 
agitation  he  exp<.*rien<.cd  whilst  following  the  muleteer  at  a  distance,  and  hWl 
lest  some  accident  ^ould  deprive  him  of  his  priie,  led  him  to  suspect  tfaci 
cause  of  his  cmolions.    His  joy  was  extreme,  on  returnin;;  home,  to  see  the  d 
safely  dejvi^ited.     He  sent  away  the  muleteer;  and  having  ordered  ooke  oC 
sLives  to  faMen  the  door  that  led  to  the  street,  opened  the  chc&i,  ^ind  helped ' 
lady  out  of  it ;  tlicn  presvntinjr  her  his  hand,  he  conducted  her  to  hts  apAitB 
lamenting  how  much  she  must  have  suflcred  in  so  close  an  imprisMuncaL 
am  wrell  recompensed,"  said  she  to  him,  **  for  all  I  ha%*e  suffered,  by  the  ' 
you  have  shown  me,  and  by  the  pleasure  I  feel  at  lindlng  myself  now  m  i 

The  apartment  of  Ganeni,  akhough  richlv  furnished,  less  atlracicd  the . 

of  the  lady  than  the  handsome  figure  and  countenance  of  her  d^K'crv,  ml 
politeness  and  engaging  manners  inspired  her  with  the  most  Itv^y  pM 
Slie  sat  down  on  a  sofa,  and  to  give  the  merchant  some  proof  that  she  VRki  | 
insensible  to  the  great  obligations  she  was  under  for  the  important  servire  he  T 
rendered  her.  took  off  her  veil.     Ganem,  on  his  part,  was  fully  impressed  < 
the  favour  conferred  on  him  by  so  cliarming  a  woman,  in  appearing  with  her  I 
uncovered,  or  rather,  he  felt  already  a  violent  passion  for  her.     However 
might  be  obliged  to  him,  he  thought  himself  amply  rewarded  by  to  grtUL{ 
immlgence. 

The  lady  penetrated  Ganem's  sentiments,  and  was  not  alarmed  bjr 
because  his  behaviour  was  so  pcifectly  respectful   Supposing  tlut  site  mut ' 
to  cat,  and  not  choosing  to  rely  on  any  one  to  provide  iot  so  lovcl)r  a  (n 
went  out  himself,  followed  by  a  slave,  to  order  an  elegant  repast  froca  a 
bouring  ta^-cm.     From  thence  he  went  to  a  fruiterer's  shop,  wherv  be 
the  finest  and  choicest  fruits.     He  provided  also  some  excellent  uine,  and 
of  the  same  kind  of  bread  which  is  eaten  in  the  palace  of  the  r;!);nh 

As  soon  as  he  returned  home,  he  with  his  own  hands  arrange  > '  'he  fcad 

brought  in  a  p\Tamidal  form,  and  presented  it  himself  to  thi  i  dtih  xi 

beautiful  porcelain.  "  Madam,"  said  be,  "whilst  you  are  w.iitmg  lui  *  luurc  soU 
and  more  suitable  repast,  let  me  entreat  you  to  take  some  of  this  fruiL*  He 
wished  to  show  his  respect  b)- continuing  to  stand,  till  she  assured  him  she  vodii 
not  touch  a  morsel  unless  he  tvould  sit  down  and  partake  with  htv  of  the  cna» 
taimitent.  He  obeyed.  Wliilst  they  were  thus  employed,  Caitcm,  renuiknf 
tliat  the  lady's  veil,  which  she  had  placed  near  her  on  the  sofa.  »as  cmbnarfcrH 
at  the  edge  with  letters  of  gold,  .isked  to  look  at  it.  The  Udy  took  up  the  vvd 
immediately,  .-ind  presenting  it  to  him,  asked  if  he  could  read.  "  Madun,"  lephid 
he,  with  an  air  of  modesty,  "a  merchant  would  ill  tran^ct  his  cnmm^rial  oi»- 
cems,  if  he  did  not  at  least  know  how  to  read  and  uTite."'  "  Well,  then.'  leanei 
she. "  read  the  words  which  are  written  upon  this  \-etl :  the\-  will  offer  an  ocona 
for  n\e  to  relate  my  story  to  vou."* 

Ganem  took  the  \xil  and  re.id  the  following  words  :  "  I  AM  TttiNK  aJtu  nioC 

ART    MINE,   O    DESCENDANT   OF    THE    UNCLE   OF    THE    PROI'IltT  J"      Th»  d^ 

sccndant  of  the  uncle  of  the  Prophet  was  the  Caliph  Haroun  AlraichkL  tht 
reigning  monarch  at  that  time,  wno  was  descended  from  Abbas,  the  itack  d 
Mahomet. 

As  wjon  as  Ganem  understood  the  meaning  of  the  words  which  had  xTamtt 
his  notice,  he  c:«cUimed  in  a  mckincholy  tone,  "Ah  !  m.id.im.  T  h.i*'^  f*en  tte 
means  of  preserving  your  life,  and  this  writing  will  deprive  U" 
not  quite  undcrstind  this  mystery  ;  I  see,  howc\'er,  but  too  « i 
]no9t  unhappy  of  men:  pardoii,  madam,  the  liberty  1  ukc  in  saying  so.    it  v,th  is*- 


possible  for  mc  to  see  you  Tritbout  surrendering;  my  heart.  You  cannot  bei^orant 
lint  il  Has  beyond  my  power  !o  resist  your  charms,  which  alone  can  afford  any 
eccvsc  for  my  presumption.  1  hnd  hoped  lo  touch  your  heart  bv  my  respect,  my 
aucntiont.  my  compUartce,  my  assiduity,  my  submission,  or  at  le-is't  by  my  con- 
stancy;  and  scarcely  had  I  conceived  ihe  flattering  design.  ih.in  !  find  all  my 
hone*  dashed  to  the  ground.  I  ran  hardly  flatter  my%clf  that  I  shall  be  lone 
4fale  to  support  so  great  a  misfortune ;  but  whatev*cr  may  be  the  event,  I  shall 
k*vc  the  ctmsoiation  of  livinK  or  dyin^'  \vholIy  yours.  Frocced,  madam,  I  conjure 
TDO,  and  let  me  know  the  whole  eTtient  of  my  miKry." 

He  could  not  utter  these  words  widiout  sheddiny  tears.  The  lady  was  affected 
tH-  tt»eui.  and,  far  from  bcini;  dispJcased  at  the  declaration  she  hiid  just  heard, 
Mr  .1  sr^ret  <L.-|li^faction  in  consequence  of  it,  as  her  hrart  .Mso  began  to  be  touched, 
^hc  ' '  jRi  e.dcd,  however,  her  feelings,  and  a<i  if  she  had  not  given  the  slightest  at- 
■■»x.unn  lo  what  (janem  had  said,  "  I  should  ha\'e  taken  great  c.ire,"  replied  she, 
"  not  to  have  let  you  sec  my  veil,  if  1  hnagincd  it  could  have  caused  you  so  much 
QAcauncss  :  nor  am  1  the  least  aware  that  what  I  have  lo  relate  ou  ^ht  to  render 
ysvr  fate  so  deplorable  as  you  represent. 

"  Ywi  must  know,  then,"  continued  she.  "*  in  order  to  imdcrstand  my  history, 
!-r  i  i;n  Cidled  Fetnab  i tormentor  of  hearts) ;  a  name  which  was  given  me  M 
".•<  'i.r.h.  it  being  foreseen  that  i>ic  sight  of  me  would  one  day  cause  much  misery-. 
iNoucui  scarcely  be  unacquainted  with  this  name,  since  there  is  no  one  in  Ftagdad 
L*hi>does  not  know  that  the  CaUph  H.iroun  Alra4chid,my  sovereign  master  and 
|f*an,  lias  a  favourite  so  called. 

"  I  wju  brought  to  his  palace  in  mv  infancy,  and  have  been  educated  with  all 
'"!  eve  and  ancnaon  which  is  usually  bestowed  oo  young  persons  of  my  sex  who 
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are  destined  to  remain  there.  I  was  not  backward  in  learning  such  accomplish- 
ments a5  it  was  thought  necessan*  ^°  instruct  me  in ;  and  these,  Joined  to  a  little 
bcauiy,  gained  inc  the  friendship  of  [he  caliph,  who  gave  me  a  private  apanmeat 
near  his  own.  The  prince  did  not  cunhnc  himscU  to  this  mjirk  of  farottr:  he 
nppjiiitcd  twenty  women  and  a^  many  cunuch^i  to  attend  me,  and  from  that  tine 
has  made  mc  such  considerable  presents,  ttiat  I  am  become  richer  than  any 
i\\iQC\\  in  the  world.  Vou  will  readily  imagine  that  Zobeide,  the  wife  and  relation 
of  (he  caliph,  could  not  behold  my  good  fortune  without  jealousy.  The  truth  ts, 
di.tt  alilmugh  lioroun  pays  her  all  imaginable  attention,  she  has  sou^tt  cvtsj 
passible  occasion  to  ruin  me. 

"  I  have  alwa)-9  successfully  guarded  against  her  snares  prerious  to  thb  last 
effort  of  her  jealousy,  b\'  which  I  was  overpowered,  and  in  consequence  of  whkk 
[  should,  but  for  you,  have  been  at  liiis  moment  awaiting  an  inevitable  death. 
I  do  not  doubt  that  she  suborned  one  of  my  slaves  tu  give  me  in  my  lemonade 
last  nit;hi  a  cxruiin  drug  of  a  nature  to  produce  complete  insensibility',  and  thus 
m^c  it  easy  to  dispose  of  those  who  hav-c  taken  it.  This  insensibility  is  indeed 
sometimes  so  great,  th.it  for  seven  or  eight  hours  nothing  can  dispel  u.  I  luvc 
the  greater  reason  to  entertain  this  opinion,  as  my  sleep  is  naturally  very  t^|^ 
and  I  wake  with  the  s!>ghicsc  noise. 

"  Zobcid^,  in  order  to  execute  her  wicked  design,  has  taken  adrantaga  of  tbe 
absence  of  the  caliph,  who  set  out  a  few  days  since  to  put  himself  at  tbe  bead  of 
his  troops.  In  order  to  punish  the  audacity  of  some  neighbouring  kin^Sv  who  are 
in  league  io(jcthcr  to  make  war  upon  him.     But  for  this  cutrunotanoc,  my  rtral« 
enraged  as  »lie  \i,  would  not  ha\-c  ventured  to  attempt  my  life.     By  whit  am 
she  intends  to  keep  the  affair  concealed  from  the  caliph  is  l)c)ond  my  power 
discover ;  but  yoii  see  that  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  you  should 
betray  the  place  of  my  abode,  as  my  life  depends  upon  it ;  were  I  known  to 
in  your  house,  I  should  not  be  in  safety  a  moment  whilst  the  caUph  is  absent  ' 
Bagdad.     Indeed,  you  ore  yourself  interested  in  not  diKlosing  my  odi 
for  if  ZobcidC-  were  to  know  the  obligation  I  am  under  to  you,  ue  wouM 
you  herself  for  having  preserved  me. 

"  At  the  return  of  uie  caliph  I  shall  have  less  occasion  to  be  cautious.   I 
I  doubt  not,  find  means  lo  inform  him  of  all  that  has  passed,  and  1  am 
he  will  be  still  more  earnest  than  myself  to  acknowledge  a  service  wbi 
me  to  his  ku'c." 

As  soon  as  ttie  beautiful  favourite  of  Haroun  Alraschid  had  ceased  to 
Ganem  began  :  "  Madam,"  said  he.  "  1  return  \-nu  a  thousand  thanks  for 

E'ven  me  the  information  I  took  the  Uberty  of  requestmg  ;  and  I  beg  jroa 
rlieve  that  you  arc  here  in  perfect  safety.    The  scnbmcnis  with  which  yoa  I 
inspired  me  will  insure  my  discretion,     .^s  far  that  of  my  slaves,  I  confiets  it 
not  to  be  inisted.    They  might  fail  in  the  (idclity  they  ow-e  me,  if  they  knrv 
what  .tccidcnt  .^nd  in  wh.tt  place  I  had  ihc  liappiness  of  meeting  with  you.     T 
it  is  impossible  for  ihcm  to  giiess  it,  and  I  will  venture  to  assufc  you  lliat  t 
unll  not  ha\-c  the  smallest  curiosity  to  inform  themselves  of  the  mair,     II  t\ 
usual  for  young  men  to  search  for  beautiful  slaves,  that  they  will  no4  be  ai 
surprised  To  see  you  here,  as  ihcywill  n.^tuntlly  conjecture  iliat  youartonewh 
I  ha%'c  jus;  bougliL     They  will  think,  too.  that  t  might  have  had  my  reasoos 
bringing  yuu  here  in  the  manner  which  they  s.iw.    Let  your  mind  then  be  at 
on  this  subject,  and  be  assured  that  you  shall  be  treated  with  aU  the 
which  is  due  to  the  favourite  of  so  preal  a  monarch  as  ours      Ihii  wha»«!» 
greatness  may  surround  you,  permit  mc  to  declare  to  you,  ma<'  ■    ■ 

wdl  e\cr  mal.e  me  revoke  the  present  I  have  made  >-ouof  my  li- 

and  J  shall  never  forget  it,  that  *  uhat  bclungs  tu  iN'  :a*:cn  l"  U»  -    -   , 

slave  ;'  but  I  Im-ed  you  before  I  knew  ih.il  your  U\n.  '•tbecahfib^^™' 

it  does  not  depend  upon  myself  to  conquer  a  passion  wh  M.  )i.  uiuu^n  atiii  in  ill iabftrr^^'^' 


m 


luuaQ  the  strength  of  love  fortified  by  \o:ig  contiiiuanc6  I  wish  that  your  august 
ajKJl  too  happy  lover  nuy  revenge  the  malignity  of  Zobeid^  by  rcouUng  you  to 
bis  presence  ;  and  when  you  $h.-ul  be  restored  to  his  wishes,  that  you  mav  some- 
Umea  ibmk  of  the  unfortunate  Ganem,  who  is  not  less  your  admirer  than  the 
csUiph.  Powerful  as  this  prince  is,  if  you  are  sensible  to  tenderness  alone,  even 
he,  J  Hatter  myself,  nill  not  be  able  wbotly  to  efface  me  from  your  memory.  He 
cannot  low  you  mth  more  ardour  than  1  do  ;  and  never  shall  I  ct^st  lo  adore 
jroti.  in  whatever  part  of  the  world  1  may  go  to  bewail  my  loss  and  die." 

Fctnab  could  not  avoid  perceiving  tliat  Ganem  was  penetrated  with  the  most 
poignant  grief,  oor  being  anectcd  at  what  she  saw  ;  but  aware  of  ttie  embarrass^ 
mcnt  that  the  continu.ince  of  such  a  conversation  must  produce,  and  which 
cnight  lead  her  insensibly  to  discover  the  inclination  she  felt  towards  him — '*  I 
"  said  she,  "llial  this  conversation  gives  you  pain  ;  let  us  not  continue  it,  but 
w  me  ID  express  the  infinite  obligations  I  owe  you.     I  h.ive  indeed  no  words 

communiciic  my  gratitude,  when  I  reflect  that  without  your  succour  I  should 
bably  at  tliis  moment  have  been  deprived  of  life." 

Fortunately  for  both  of  them,  some  one  now  knocked  at  the  door.  Ganem 
to  see  who  it  might  be,  and  found  it  was  one  of  his  slaves,  who  came  to 
announce  to  him  the  arrival  of  the  master  of  the  tavern.  Ganem,  who  for  the 
Kvcatcr  security  would  not  pennit  his  slaves  to  enter  the  apartment  where  Fetnab 
^vas.  went  out  lo  Like  what  had  been  prepared  at  the  tavern,  and  served  it  him- 
self CO  bis  beautiful  guest,  who  in  her  own  mind  was  delighted  with  the  attention 
lite  paid  her. 

AJter  ihe  repast  was  finished,  Ganem  toc^  all  the  things  away  tn  the  same 
ttianncr  as  be  had  served  them  ;  and  hnving  given  them  to  his  slaves,  who 
''Cauincd  at  the  door,  "  Madam,"  said  he  to  Fetnab,  "  you  will  now,  perhaps,  be 
Rlad  to  take  some  repose.  1  nvill  leave  you,  and  when  you  have  refreshed  your* 
&«lf,  you  wilt  rind  me  ready  to  recei%-e  your  commands."  As  soon  as  he  had  said 
this,  he  went  o»:  and  bought  two  female  sUves ;  he  also  purchased  some  very 
fine  iincn.  and  everything  necessar\'  for  a  toilet  worthy  the  favourite  of  the  caliph'. 
l~Ie  brought  the  slaves  home  with  him,  and  presenting  them  to  Fetnab,  "A 
P«rson  like  you,  madam,"  said  he,  "  must  have  occasion  (or  at  least  two  slaves  to 
^ajt  upon  you  ;  permit  me  to  present  you  with  these." 

Fesnjib  was  charmed  with  Ganem's  attentions.  "  My  lord,"  said  she,  "  I  sec 
yoa  are  not  a  man  to  do  things  imperfectly.  You  increase  my  obligations  to  you 
«y  joar  inanner  of  conferring  them  ;  but  I  hope  I  shall  not  die  without  giving 
yin  proo6  of  my  gratitude,  and  tliat  Heaven  will  soon  place  me  in  a  situation  to 
^CJcDowledge  all  )-our  generosity  towards  me." 

When  tlie  slaves  had  retired  to  an  adjoining  .ipartment,  into  which  the  young 
*x%crchant  sent  them,  he  sat  down  upon  the  same  sofa  with  Fetnab,  but  at  some 
4is4ance  from  her,  in  order  to  show  his  respect.  He  again  turned  the  conversa- 
^on  upon  his  passion,  and  said  many  atTecting  things  upon  the  invincible 
otMCBcfea  which  deprived  him  of  all  hope.  "I  dare  not  even  flatter  myself."  said 
■>«,  "  with  exciung  by  my  tenderness  any  favourable  emotion  In  a  heart  like 
yourv,  which  is  destined  for  the  most  powerful  prince  in  the  world.  Alas  !  it 
*"ould  be  some  consolation  in  my  wrctcliedness,  if  I  could  flatter  myself  that  you 
'iid  not  look  uiHtn  the  excess  of  my  passion  with  indifrcrence."  '"  My  lord — " 
*%plied  Fetnab.  "  /\h  1  madam,"  interrupted  Ganem  at  this  expression,  "  u  is 
^fce  second  time  you  have  treated  me  with  .i  degree  of  ceremony  to  which  I  ha^-e 
•>o  pretence:  the  presence  of  the  female  slaves  prevented  me  from  saying  what 
4  wttbed  on  die  former  occasion  ;  for  God's  sake,  madam,  do  not  treat  me  with 
•  respect  to  which  1  have  no  claim.  Command  me  as  your  slave,  I  beseech 
you  ;  I  am  so,  and  ne>'er  shall  be  otherwise." 

••  No,  no,"  interrupted  Fcmab,  in  her  turn,  "  I  can  never  think  of  treating  a 
ttkan  who  has  saved  my  life,  otherwise  than  with  respect     I  should  be  ver)-  un- 


grattful  if  I  said  or  did  anxtliin^  that  would  betmy  a  fbrsctfulncss  of  ]raiir 
claims.  Let  me  Oien  follow  tlie  dictates  of  my  gratitude,  anJdo  not  rcqgirevu 
the  price  of  yi>ur  services  th;it  I  should  treat  you  with  incivility.  Il  is  what  I 
ihaU  ne%er  consent  to.  1  am  too  sensible  of  your  rcspeciful  f ondutn  W  «lMiie 
the  liberty  you  give  me,  and  I  will  confess  to  you  th-ii  1  do  not  see  with  ma  tyc 
of  inditferenre  ihe  .iticniions  you  have  shown  me.  It  ii  impossible  for  me  ton/ 
more  ;  you  know  the  reasons  which  condemn  mc  to  silence." 

Cinem  was  delighted  with  this  declaration:  he  even  wept  for  joy,  and  not 
being  able  to  hnd  terms  sulTiciendy  strong  to  express  his  thanks  to  Fetnab. 
satisfied  himself  with  saying,  that  if  she  Icncw  what  was  due  &om  ber  to  the 
caliph,  he  on  his  part  was  not  i^niorant  that  "  what  belongs  to  the  m.-istef  U  for- 
bidden til  the  sla^e." 

When  he  iK-rceived  that  night  was  coming  on,  he  left  the  room  in  order  to 
a  light,  which  he  brought  himself,  a?  well  as  somcthin;*  by  way  of  supper,  as 
customary  in  Bagdad,  where,  after  the  principal  meal  a:  noon,  tbey  pass 
evening  in  eating  fruit  and  drinking  wine,  agreeably  inttnnixcd  w  ith  converutkw. 

Thcv  both  placed  themselves  at  table,  offenng  each  other,  witli  much  poUte— 
ness,  tfie  fruits  which  were  before  thent      The  excellence  of  the  wine  inscnitb^ic 
led  them  to  drink  ;    and  they  h-id  no  soon  taken  two  or  three  cups  each, 
they  determined  to  drink  no'  more  without   singing.     Gancm  sang  some 
he  composed  at  the  moment,  expresMx-e  of  the  violence  of  his  passion  ; 
Fctnab,  animated  by  his  example,  composed  and   sang  a  \-arieiy  of  airs, 
had  relation  to  her  own  adventure,  and  in  which  there  was  always  somcth' 
tliat  Ganem  might  interpret  in  his  favour.    This  was  the  only  instance,  ta 
whole  conduct,  m  which  she  did  not  prescr^'C  her  fidelity  tu  the  calipli 
inviolate.     The  repast  was  of  long  condnuance,  and  the  night  far  adv. 
before  they  thought  of  separating.     Ganem,  however,  at  length  retired  to 
apartment,  and  left  Fetnan  in  that  she  already  occupied,  vhcre  the  fenialB 
he  had  purchased  soon  came  to  attend  her. 

They  lived  together  in  this  manner  for  several  days,  the  younff  tnercham 
leaving  his  house  but  when  called  away  by  business  of  the  greatest  impor_ 
and  then  he  chose  those  times  when  the  lady  took  her  repose,  for  be  coold 
be-ir  to  lose  a  single  moment  that  he  was  permitted  to  pa$$  in  her  company. 
thought  of  nothing  but  his  dear  Fetnab ;   and  she,  being  led  by  inclmatkin 
well  as  gratitude,  could  not  help  at  length  confessing,  th.it  her  nflection  for  h.  _ 
was  not  less  than  what  he  professed  for  her.     At  the  i»me  time,  much  as 
were  enamoured  of  each  other,  ihcir  respect  for  the  caliph  was  sttfficiently 
to  keep  them  within  due  bounds,  though  it  certainly  served  to  increase 
passion. 

Whilst  Fetnab,  snatched  as  it  were  from  the  jaws  of  death,  pasied  her 
agrecibly  with  Ganem,  Zobeidfr  was  by  no  means  free  from  emhaiuttataeM, 
the  palace  of  Haroun  Alnischid. 

The  three  slaves,  the  ministers  of  tier  vengeance,  had  no  soOMr  takes  « 
the  chest,  ignorant  of  what  it  contained— and,  like  people  acoiMomed  to 
blindly  the  command  of  a  superior,  not  even  desirous  of  informing 
than  she  became  a  prey  to  the  most  distressing  anxiety.  A  thousand  im^_ 
n.ite  reflections  disturbed  her  repose.  She  cnuld  not  for  a  moment  enjoy  tm-  ^ 
sweets  of  sleep;  her  nights  were  passed  in  endeavo<uTing  to  find  out  the  uiuaii^  "^2 
concealing  her  crime.     "  .My  husband,"  said  she,  "  loves  Fctnab  more  Ihn  J* 

has  ever  loved  any  of  his  favourites.  What  skill  I  say  when,  at  his  nram,  ^^Jf 
asks  for  her  ?"  Sc\'cr.il  stratagems  occurred  to  her,  but  she  was  satisfied  h  ■^"f'' 
none  of  them— some  riifliculiy  presented  itself,  and  she  knew  not  on  what  —  " 
tleiennine.  She  had  about  her  an  old  lady,  who  had  brought  her  np  ttvta  V^  ^ 
earliest  infancy,  whom  she  ordered  to  attend  her  at  daybrcaJc ;  .ind  after 
conftded  her  secret  to  her— "My  good  mother."  laid  she,  "yoo  bav* 


Tkt  HixUry  ^  Ganem,  Ote  Shtt  of  lapt. 
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sw  with  yo«r  exccllCTit  advice  ;  tf 


It  mu 


me,  U  U  on 


caHon,  when  my  troubled  mind  tecki 
JifiutiMi.  and  when  means  mun  be  found  to  satisfy  the  caliph.* 

**  My  dear  mistress,"  replied  the  old  Udy,  "  it  would  have  been  much  better  if 
ytn  had  net  brousht  yuttrsclf  into  this  difficulty  ;  bot  as  the  matter  is  ntiw  done, 
we  mim  vir  no  rrv^^  nboin  it.  nntl  "nly  think  of  same  stiat«;:rm  to  deceive  the 
Comr- ■  'iiiyouihii  Ij.ilelyjet 

a  ftm  •■  u'c  will  u ;  some  old 

TiRVn.  dr.il,  .  '  i-nckf^Lil  ii  in  .1  coiIin,  u-dl  order  it  la  \k  tiuricd  in  some 

pUcebclor,  ;Mlace;  then,  without  lou  of  time,  you  shall  cause  a  marble 

maisioicum,  in  tnc  icnii  of  a  dome,  to  be  bwlt  over  the  place  of  burial,  an  vH^pf 
to  be  erected,  which  thall  be  covered  with  black  cloth,  tuirounded  witli  ehon- 
ddicra  and  large  wax  lij;bts.  Thrie  is  still  anothor  thbi|r,"  added  the  old  lady, 
*  iribch  mutt  not  Iw  omitted  :  ytni  must  go  into  SKMrautg.  and  cn-dcr  your  own 
wmnef^  ..,  ,i.  ti.-  < ,,»,. .  those  of  Fotnnb  also,  «•  weU  as  your  euntKhs,  and  all 
the  oir  ^re  must  be  commanded  to  appear  in  the  same  manner. 

When  :--  Its,  and  sees  the  whole  palace  m  moumlncend  yourself 

«lto,  he  U1I1  '  .isk  the  reason  of  II    Yon  will  then  h«vt  u  eppominliy 

df  rccocnmt;:  r »|f  bv  sin-ini;  thai  o«  of  mpect  to htan  no  w*re aiudovi 

to  render  the  b«i  omces  to  Feinab.  who  had  been  taken  away  by  codden  deodu 
You  wtU  infonn  hhn  thnt  van  |uve  caused  a  raanaolenm  to  be  binlt,  in  order  that 
e%«ry  hoooi:-  iirrrcd  ca  the  memory  of  his  fiivouiite,  in  the  same 

nUMf  as  >'  tMTcn  urvsenL   As  hb  paaiioa  for  her  was  excessive. 

be  will  no  i!  (ivcr  bcr  mve.    Perhaps,  too,"  said  ihc  old  lady. 

**he  will  n<  .\if  i«  really  dead,  but  mar  s>»»pept  iHai   throi^h 

Jcalou'  Ml  the  paUri  inuuminic 

mctel^  tn,  and  Ik  >  ly  search. 

It  is  n< '  '  L-  coftm  lOKen  up  .ma  opcneti,  when  he  wiQ 

certair  -uon  aa  he  sees  the  appeaimnce  of  a  corpei. 

He  will  UK  It  KTi  Ki^ii-c'i  >M>i<  n  -'i'ii;.<r<l  ^^  yoo  foc  what  you  hive  done,  and  will 
warmly  ex-preu  hit  gratitude.  A«  lo  the  piece  of  wood.  I  will  take  core  to  have 
ii  carved  by  an  artmcer  m  the  at)-,  who  will  not  know  for  what  purpose  it  i>  in- 
tended. Do  vou,  madam,  order  the  woman  who  gave  Ketnab  bcr  lemonade  lost 
td^htf  to  teU  OCT  companioos  that  she  has  just  louod  her  mmrets  dead  m  bed ; 
Md.  la  order  that  Ifaav  nsy  hnacni  her  without  wbhfa«  to  go  Imo  bar  chamber, 
lee  her  adil  tlm  the  liai  Informed  you  of  it,  and  that  you  have  nfawidy  (hrea 
order*  ■  'ni." 

As  V  :<  .1  tpeaking,  Zobeidi  took  a  fine  diamond  ten 

casket,  and  puutng  it  apon  bcr  flnnr.  cnfanced  her  in  a  transport  of  jc^, 
'Ah,  my  good  mother,  hov  much  I  am  ohllfed  to  you  !    I  should  never 
It  or  so  ingenious  an  expedicni.    It  caoBol  Cul  of  wccaH,  and  I  lael 
tramtidnity  abcady  return  me.     1  rely  UDon  ytm  for  providing  the  wooden 
ami  I  will  go  artd  gii'C  orders  about  iJie  mi.* 

ima^e  was  prepnird  with  all  the  dthgence  Zobeid^  could  desire,  and 
by  the  oM  lady  herself  into  the  aautment  of  Fctnab.  wbciv  she  Mtind 
a  carvse,  and  placed  it  m  the  coffin  ;  then  Mesrour,  who  was  Uamlf 
'.  ordered  the  coffin,  Jind  the  figure  r«pretenttn|  Fetnab,  to  be  carrM 
away,  and  boned  wiih  the  cutitimiry  ceremonies  Iftthc  place  which  Zobeld^  had 
aiyatoted.  amidst  the  tears  and  laraenutions  of  the  tavoorne's  women,  who  were 
[ly  mcitcd  to  tliem  by  the  example  of  the  sUt*  wlio  bad  given  her  the 

the  tame  diy  2obrid^  acm  for  the  architccx  of  the  uUace  and  vaitoua 

beltmL-inL<-  to  the  cafifih ;  and  In  conaequence  of  the  orders  she  gave 

the  ma  .  toon  finished.    A  prtncesi  v^  powerful  a*  the  wife 

meoart  h  1  the  setting  to  the  rising  stm^  is  ubcyctl  with  onasual 


ife 


alacritv  in  the  execution  of  her  orders.     She  also,  with  her  whole  coon,  «u 
uon  clad  in  mourning,  a  circumstance  which  gave  inunedatc  circulatioa  lo  i 
report  of  Fetaab's  death,  so  that  the  news  was  quickly  spread  thfooghoul 
whole  city. 

Gancm  was  one  of  ihe  last  to  hear  of  it ;  for,  as  I  have  before  said,  he 
ever  went  D'om  home  ;   he  was,  however,  at  last  made  acquainted  with 
report.    "  Madam,"  said  he  lo  the  beautirul  favourite  of  the  raliph,  ")-oor 
is  t;eneratly  believed  in  Bagdad,  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  Zoheid^  ts  {trrfectlv  j 
suaded  that  the  belief  is  well  foundetl.     1  thank  Heaven,  however.  f«.w  " 
cause  and  happy  witness  of  your  existence.     Would  to  God,  that,  tAking  _ 
laj^e  of  this  false  report,  you  could  be  persuaded  to  unite  your  fate  with 
and,  going  far  from  hence,  reign  the  sole  possessor  of  my  hean  !     But  wkaks 
does  my  transport  hurr)-mc.'     1  do  not  consider  that  you  are  bora 
dctit^hi  of  the  most  powerful  prince  on  earth,  and  that  Haroun  Alnschid^ 
wurtliy  of  yuu.    Were  you  then  capable  of  resigning  him  for  nie.  woukl 

Join  your  uie  to  mine,  ought  I  consent  to  it  ?     No  '  it  wouU  siill  be 
teep  constantly  in  remembrance,  that  *  what  belongs  to  the  master  is 
to  the  slave."* 

The  amiable   Femab,  though    sensible  to  the  tender  emotions   which 
manifested,  had  sutficicnt  command  over  herself  to  conceal  what  she 
return.     "  Aly  lord,"  said  she.  "  we  cannot  hinder  the  present  succeu  of  i 
1  am  not  surprised  at  the  artitice  she  has  nude  use  ot  to  conceal  her  a ' 
let  her  proceed  as  she  pleases,  her  triumph,  1  flatter  m)'sclf,  will  be  but 
soon  followed  by  disgrace.    The  caliph  wil  ere  long  return,  and  we 
means  privately  to  inform  him  of  all  that  has  passed.     In  the  meand 
take  greater  precaution  than  ever  to  prevent  her  suspecting  that  1  am 
1  have  already  told  you  what  would  oe  the  consequences." 

At  the  end  of  three  months,  the  caliph  returned  to  Bagdad  covered  with 
having  been  snclorious  over  all  his  enemies.  Impatient  to  return  to  F< 
lay  his  laurels  at  her  feet,  he  entered  his  palace.  How  great  W2s  his 
nientat  seeing  all  his  officers  clothed  in  Uack.  Heshuddeml  invcUuntiuiljrut 
sight ;  and  his  emotion  increased,  when  he  readied  the  apartment  of  ZobeU 
at  pcrcci%-ing  that  the  princess,  as  well  as  her  whole  train  of  women,  were  in  4ttf 
moummg.  He  instantly,  with  much  agnation,  asked  the  reason  ot  this  meUtt- 
choly  .ippcarancc.  "Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  answered  Zobeidi, **l  ««ar 
this  mourning  for  your  slave  Feln.ib,  who  died  so  suddenly  as  to  render  i 
impossible  to  apply  any  remedy  to  her  disease."  She  would  have  proceeded,  bs 
the  caliph  did  not  allow  her  lime.  He  was  so  much  nifected  at  the  iatdHfaxE. 
that  he  uttered  a  shriek,  and  fell  senseless  into  the  arms  of  his  vizier  Guibu,  w^ 
accompanied  him.  He,  however,  soon  reco\"ered, and  in  a  vc»jce  which  becranii 
his  deep  affliction,  requested  to  know  were  his  dear  Fotnab  lud  beca  bunoi 
"  My  lord,"  said  Zobeidfr,  "  I  have  myself  tiken  rare  that  ever\-lhiitg  sbcnU  bi 
done  to  pay  her  the  last  honours  with  suitable  magntlicence.  I  have  cwM«da 
marble  mausoleum  to  be  erected  at  the  place  of  her  imcrment.  I  will  condDC 
you  thither  if  you  wish  it." 

Tlie  caliph  did  not  choose  lo  gi^-e  Zobeid^  the  trouble,  and  was  «itii6cd  vnfc 
being  attended  by  Mcsrour.  He  proceeded  to  the  place  immediately,  «itlwK) 
changing  his  dress.  When  he  saw  the  cfligy  coNxrcd  with  binck  cloth,  the  tapen 
burning  round  it.  and  the  magnificence  of  the  monument.  :■ 
Zobeidc  should  have  pcrformetl  the  obsequies  of  her  rtv.i 
and,  as  he  was  n.iturally  suspiciuus.  began  to  distrust  thf 
and  to  think  it  possible  thai  his  mistn'ss  might  nnt  hv 
Zobeide,  taking  advantage  of  his  long  absence,  might  ha\(.  u, 
poUce,  and  given  orders  to  have  her  conveyed  to  so  great  a  distance  ilui  tbc 


J    [tit  trJc, 

kI,  but  ite 
;i«'r  fmtn  Ae 


FctMU  r« 


fattseca  two  < 


never  be  Ikt'Iti]  of  mure.     He  suspected  nothing  worse,  for  he  did  not 
Zobeid--  r^-  tn-  mcked  enough  to  Atiempt  the  life  of  hi'.  f-iM^urite. 
i«dtrt'>  i^Ifof  ihc  iiuih.thii  prinreordr.  betaken 

ilhtfr...  ijwncd,  and  the  comn  to  be  un'  .iteiencc; 

bn  wiMn  he  h^u  ihc  Imcn  which  enveloped  the  ptcce  ol  uut<4,  he  did  not  dare 
xa  proceed.  Tlie  piout  cahph  feared  to  otTcnd  oj^nit  the  bvr>  of  religion  b>' 
pcfnuttinc  the  body  ut  titc  dcceued  id  be  touchetC  ^^d  thti  devout  scruple  pre- 
vTiHai  ater  both  lunoMty  aod  Itn-e.  He  no  longer  doubted  the  death  of  Fetnab. 
He  onkred  the  cuittu  to  be  afain  dosed,  the  grave  to  be  hllcd  ap,  and  the  efliE>- 
to  be  placed  in  the  lojiic  liiuatioD  at  iMKra. 

Thmluiif  i:  -  10  |U)'  «ome  uibuM  of  respect  at  the  tomb  of  hit  favou- 

rilcJbe  then  -^  mmi*ter»of  rdigkn,  ibmt  of  die  palace,  and  the  readen 

of  me  K —  ■  ■'—  •■— -  "^'^  '■•  — quired  to  auembte  them,  he  re- 

auiacU  ^  the  earth  which  covered  the 

■'■■■ -  .i.i>  -i..vcd,  he  placed  hisuelf  at  the 

ti  ibe  e^gy,  and  they,  nneinff  ihemtelves  around  it,  recited  long  pra)'en* 
which  te\'erAl  chapccn  of  inc  Kof^ui  were  noA. 
The  auDc  CL-rcman)-  was  performed  every  day  for  :i  month,  both  morning  aitd 
cfenuig,  and  .1!  >  n  \  in  ihc  orcMnceof  the  caliph,  of  the  ^n^tul  vtzier  Cudarfand 

coun.  who.  as  well  aa  the  caliph,  were  all  m  moum- 
i>^    Dwio^  c  never  ceased  to  lionuur  wttli  hH  tcnn  the  metnury 

■  FctMU  (•  ntcirupied  by  any  bukino 

th.  the  prayer*  and  readini:  m»»  rontlmied 

'  Ak  an  the  foilnwinj!  day  ;  thewli  now 

.  ru^l  to  hit  own  houtc.      Haro'..  .  by 

^  1 1  aputnoent,  ana  leu  aiiccp  upon  a 

ne  of  whom  ttt  at  hb  feet  and  tba 

al  hii  bead,  cmpi'ncu  in  \ojtks  •.[  embroidery,  and  keeping  the  mott  pro- 

'  fltknce  during  bu  «le^ 

I  wlio  Ml  at  \"  '— f.  iind  who  wa»  railed  NouronnDiar,  pr — ■■  ■- ■  the 
CaiBpCl  to  be  ulec{'-  :  low  voice  10  the  other  lady,  "  NaSTtv  lor 

duc«*>  her  name     .....  .«  neat  ncwi.     The  Cammander  01  the  .  ..,^i....  uur 

deer  lonl  and  maitct,  will  be  acUghted  uhcn  he  wnkci,  tu  Icam  what  I  have  to 
Fcinab  it  not  dr*il  -.h.-  i%  in  perfcct  health." 
1!"  cried  N^i  "it  ft  poMtblc  that  the  charming.  d» 

Fetfi.td  fchouitl  \  ■  c  ?"     Nauniato*  Solii  suoke  the*ewords 

M  nwcJi '  Nj  loud  a  «utce,  that  the  caliph  Awokc.    He  Int^uired 

bb  ileeji  '  rruptrd.     "Ah,  my  lord,"  replied  Ndgnuto«  bob!. 

*pudon  my  tndi-Hiriioii ;  I  could  not  hear  kiUioui  emotion  that  Keinab  cull 
liveiL  It  iiupincd  mc  with  l  iranRKirt  I  could  n^t  restrain.'  "  What  then  t» 
frtmnr  of  hnt,"  uid  the  caliph,  "  if  it  be  tnic-  '  dead  ? "    "  Coramaoder 

itf  ttie  Faithfiii."  replird   Nnnronnihar.  **  I   re  evening  from  a  perBiai 

an  -ly  airfiature.  but  c\;'icnti;  in  the  handwilung  of 

,  who  '  nelunr  ed\'enture,  and  de»ire)  me  to  inform  yv»  at 

\  Mejvd  ctrcinin£  my  comirmioa  till  you  had  taken  Bome  moments  of  ro< 
t^mommkam  neoiiwiry  it  wow  be  to  pn  after  lo  mucfa  Itt^gucs  and—* 
•emetgminc  the  note,"  imerTnpted  tbe  caliph  with  great  acifneMi**yoor 
J  was  rery  untcaumable.* 

lanroeathar  im^mcdiaiely  preaetKed  the  ikMc  to  Ma,  vUdi  he  epMod  with 

I  hapetirace.    Fetnab  bad  iletatled  at  leagdi  all  ilui  had  heppeoed  to 

kad  dwelt  a  liitk  too  much  oa  the  aittatiom  ibe  hod  recnvvd  fraoi 

tUL    The  caliph,  naturally  otf^  a  jealaaBdbpoeitioa,tnMeed  e(  bciag  Mfteaed 

Leea^deraii'H  M  U»e  ilt«  ht«  fa^Txiriie  had  eapcricoccd  fram  the  MJawaehy 

»bc«l  V  irntibleto  theinftdeUnrofwhich  be  inugiBed  her  t<i  he«c 

gu>  :.ax:"  ftaid  hcwhM  he  lad  peniaod  the  ao«e:  "pcrftdknie 


>  going  to  cQtnist  you.     Tike  wab  you  /our  hundretl  of  my  fuanU  :  infonn 
"wfacre  a  mcrcnoat  of  Danuucufi,  called  Gancm.  the  ton  of  Abou  Aibou. 
:  wibtfl  you  have  diKovcrcd  l)i$  abode,  nue  the  bou&c  to  the  i^round ;  but 
Canem  Jind  bring  him  hiiber,  with  rctiuh  mv  sLivr.  M-hn  hai  been  U^- 
isff  «iih  him  thcM  Umxi  months.     I  wuh  not  onK  '■  her,  but  tu  make  a 

public  cxAinplc  oHltc  baUi  wteich  who  huwiihao:.  .cnie  been  unnimd- 

W  oC  Uw  Rspca  he  owes  to  his  Mvereign." 
'nwfnadrinrr,.iftcr  having  rectived  ihiicxpTMt  command,  made  a  profound 
to  '  |>uilinghi»hand  to  his  head  to  ihowthat  he  Wduldrnllier 

it  lluti  :  in  oljctlicnce ;  after  thiv  he  withdrew.    The  tirst  step  he 

to  »'  >  mltc  of  the  nierchAntS  vrho  dealt  in  fotcitin  tilks  or  fioc 

,.  tn  o^^  >  hmiMlf  of  the  bouse  and  street  ui  Mhicti  GaiMm  Uved. 

oAccr  \-  '  order  wa<>  j^ivcn  St>on  brought  an  Account  back, that  for 

!  months  '  1  Kvcdy  ever  made  hi»  appearance,  and  that  the  reason 

he  tcmaiu'.-ii  -..•  L.iitrh  at  home  was  unknown,  and  that  It  wa«  even  doubtful 
•bBfacr  be  w-j%  s:ill  .it  It.ix<Jad.     The  umc  OiAcer  also  informed  Giafar  of  the 
liteauoa  o^  Gaacin'»  Uouh:,  and  of  tlte  widow's  name  of  whom  be  had  hired  it. 
Oa  oUtaiBiBC  thii  kDivIUf^racc,  upon  which  he  could  rely,  the  minister,  without 

lOSflf  limt^   't  IhI^  hr.nlnf  liic  s.ildirr^  which  the  Callph  had  ordcrcil  ':llr.^  U.  t.ikc^ 

bqptfkli  of  thcpoUoe,wborabede^  >m- 

pMqrbii:  _  :  iberof  masoos  and  caqxntr:  tied 

wHh  the  Beccssary  impleinenis,  he  urtved  before  Ganem's  hoote.  As  it  ^lood 
alone,  he  made  the  aoEdien  uuround  it,  in  order  to  prevent  the  voung  merchant 
inn  BokinfT  hit  cK'.ipe. 

Fetmb  and  <;ancni  were  juat  finithing  their  dinner.  The  Udy  wa«  seated  near 
Avinilow  which  opened  towards  the  Rreeu  ticanng  a  noise,  sHo  Icmkrd  dirouj(h 
the  LkUtcc,  and.  «eeini*  the  |[nind  viKtO'  approachin};  with  his  train,  conjectuied 
ifamw-^  t  Gancm  aswcUos  benclf.    She  perceived  that  ber 

MM  hi  lie  httle  expected  such  an  answer     she  had  hoped 

tba  calipn  Mi'uiii  n.i.r  i.th;r.~n  it  m  .1  very  different  manner.  She  knew  not  that 
dw  pnace  had  been  so  lontf  returned,  and  therefore  feU,  though  aware  of  his 
Wiwfewy  to  jealous* .  n  -  -  -  - '^  — i  ^lon  on  thai  accnuni.  Still,  the  stght  of  the 
pud  vtckr  and  hit  v>.  .-  her  tremble,  nni  indeed  for  berself,  Init  for 

tvaacoi.     She  did  not  il  '  .■  ,   ;;.,.  *he  should  be  able  I«>  -  ' ■•   ■■■■'vMed 

the  cahph  would  cnn^ciK  (0  hear  hei.     WitJi  regard  to  <  ed 

less  ihniuflh  gratitude  than  frmn  inclination,  nhe  forvu.'.  ....  ...   .......  i  .val 

vould  pnraab^  choice  lo  mc  bim,  and  then  condemn  hint  to  death  un  account 
vi  Us  jnouth  and  handvimc  person.  Full  of  this  idea,  ^l.r  'Minnl  t<i».i-i!s  the 
nunc  ntrchant  and  said,  "Ah,  Ganem,we  are  rumed !  jv" 

Ha  iamcdUtelv  liHikcil  tlirougb  tJio  lattice,  and  was  cxi.-i   .  .be 

peroived  th^-  >4tdv  with  drawn  iweftU,  aad  the  mnd  vuicr  wnh  tbe 

poOceotton  .■  .id.     He  was  to  torrificd  at  tfaa  t%nt  that  he  remained 

mottottleaa,  arul  an.ii)ie  to  uttrr  a  sin)^  word.  "Ganem."  said  the  fittwuite, 
*  then  ia  no  time  ti>  be  lo^t.  If  vymi  lotrc  me,  qtddUir  pat  on  the  drew  al  OM  « 
yiMT  riavca,  ami  rub  your  Cice  and  anna  with  toot  frealbechinuiejr;  then  place 
ooe  of  tfae*e  disbn  upon  vijur  htad.  and  ibey  wSH  taka  foa  for  the  waiMr  from 
aelaTem,andwil!  •  >v%.   If  vtni  are  aakad  vtev  the  master  of  tbe  boaM 

***  ^1^'"*'^^^  ^'  -  »  at  hcNne."     "Ah,  nudam,*  said  Canem.  leas 

alarmedfor  himscii  in.)n  ic>r  i-'etnab,  "  ytNt  afe  thinkincaeJy  of  Be  'Hat 

tt  !o  become  of  you  ?"    "  Do  not  dutreaa  younelf  about  m^*  lep  dy, 

ahall  take  care  of  m-  '  revard  to  what  yoo  hate  in  this  nnu-ic,  i  wiH 

far  iu  safctr,a:  I  iu>pe, be  faithfully  tntortd  to  roq  wbca  tfae 

naofir  ahaO  have  .....».....;  \  but  let  me  entreat  you  to  avuKf  it*  vieleocc 
enkn  wfakh  be  ghva  in  the  firti  noawnts  ai  hi*  nge  are  alwaya  fatal' 
"Hm  youof  merrlnnT  wat  to  much  affliaed  iH «'  i—  Vnirw  n«  on  what  to  deter- 
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mine,  and  would  have  suffered  himself  to  have  been  wirprised  bj-  the 
soldiers,  had  not  Ketn.ib  eagerly  pressed  him  to  disguise  him«lf.     He  ^xwi 
to  her  entreaties,  put  on  a  slave's  dress,  and  besmearetl  hiniielf  Mith  Mwl ; ' 
was  barely  in  time  ;  a  knocking  was  now  beard  at  the  door ;  all  they  CMliI  i 
was  to  rake  one  tender  embrace  before  they  parted,  for  tbe>-  were  too  di 
aiflicted  to  utter  a  syllable.     Thus  ihev  took  leave  of  each  other  ;  Canca 
out  with  the  dishes  upon  his  head,  ana  being  really  taken  for  the  waiter 
tavern,  was  allowed  to  pass  without  intcmiplion.     The  grand  vuicr,  wfw 
him  tirst,  made  way  for  him,  not  having  the  most  distant  idea  that  he  «i 
vcr)"  person  whom  he  was  seeking.     Those  who  were  behind  (he  gnmd 
retired  in  the  same  manner,  and  dius  favoured  his  gelling  off.     He  readied  < 
of  the  gates  of  the  town  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and  in  this  way  tSecuA 
escape. 

\\  hilst  by  this  stratagem  he  was  flying  from  the  pursuit  of  the  grsad 
that  minister  entered  the  apanmcnt  of  Fetnab,  whom  he  found  seated  on  a 
the  room  was  filled  with  a  great  number  of  chests,  containing  goods  ~ 
Ganem,  and  money,  whidi  be  had  made  by  the  sale  of  his  mcrchanditfc 

/\s  soon  as  Fetnab  saw  the  yrand  virier  enter,  she  prostrated  faersdf  wiUi  \ 
face  to  the  groimd,  and  remained  in  that  posture,  like  one  who  was 
receive  the  stroke  of  death.     "  My  lord,"  said  she, "  I  am  ready  to  sdbant  » i 
sentence  that  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful  has  pronounced  -igaiDst  ne : 
have  only  to  declare  it."    "  Madam,"  replied  Giafar,  also  prostrating  hi 
she  was  raised,  "  God  forbid  that  any  one  should  dare  to  touch  vou  with 
hands.     1  have  no  design  to  give  you  the  least  cause  of  hi*  dir'"   '   *"      I 
no  other  orders  than  to  request  \t«ii  to  come  with  me  to  the  p-'  ■» 

duel  you  thither  with  the  merchant  who  inhabits  this  house."   "  •'!<.  i". 
the  favourite,  rising, "  let  us  depan  ;  I  am  ready  to  attend  yoo.     WIUi     ^ 
the  young  merchant  to  whom  1  owe  my  life,  he  is  not  here  ;  be  hu  httA. 
near  a  month  to  Damascus,  whither  his  aHairs  called  him.  and  has  Xth 
care  of  the  chests  you  see,  tilt  his  return.     I  beseech  you  to  pcnnit 
carried  to  the  palace,  and  to  give  orders  that  they  m,iy  be  \<k\\  in  a  place  < 
as  1  am  ver>' desirous  to  keep  the  promise  I  made  him,  (hat  I  Mould  talcej 
siblc  care  of  them." 

"  You  shall  be  obeyed,  madam,"  replied  Giafar ;  and  he  ifflraediate};- 
some  porters  to  be  sent  for,  u  ho  took  up  the  chests,  and  carried  them  to  Mcsiw. 

As  soon  as  the  poners  were  gone,  he  whispered  somethtrh^  to  the  ottcv  fd 
police, whom  he  commissioned  to  see  that  the  housewas  '  raxed  t»  tW 

ground  ;  but  not  till  a  thorough  search  had  hrsi  been  m.i  'nem,  wbon 

nc  suspected  to  be  still  concealed  in  it,  notwithstanding  ;>  hu:  t  ctr.ab  bad  oidL 
He  now  went  away,  and  conducted  with  him  the  young  lady,  followed  bythatwi 
female  slaves  who  had  attended  her.  As  to  Ganem's  slaves,  no  attention  wat 
paid  to  ihcm ;  they  mingled  indiscriminately  with  the  crowd,  nor  is  it  knonra 
what  became  of  them. 

Giafar  was  scarcely  out  of  the  house  when  the  masons  and  the  caz^enten 
began  their  work  of  'destruction  :  and  they  did  their  duty  so  wtU,  that  m  leaf 
than  an  hour  not  a  vestige  remained.  But  the  officer  of  the  i«ohcc,  imm  beiec 
able  to  find  Ganem.  though  he  had  made  the  most  dilipe"'  ■-■  ^i^^inv,  wot  Co  li^ 
form  the  grand  viiicr  of  his  ill  success  before  that  minis:'  '   the  palKX. 

"Well,"  said  Haroun  Alrascliid.  when  he  saw  him  enter  t,  ;,  "hav*  j«« 

executed  my  orders?"  "Yes.  sire."  replied  Giafar,  "the  bouse  wbic^  Gaxica 
inhabited  is  totally  demolished,  .ind  I  bring  with  me  your  favourite,  Fcnub; 
she  is  at  the  door  of  your  apartment,  and  will  enter  when  you  shall  ftw  yva 
orders.  The  young  merchant  could  nowhere  be  found,  though  the  iDOtt  diDfot 
search  was  m»de  for  him.  Fetnab  asserts  that  be  hat  been  ^oe  to  Pamaanja 
nearly  a  raonth." 


TV  Hht^rj  ef  Ganem,  the  JIZm*  of  Lovt. 
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[)te\-cr  did  nun  equal  that  of  the  culiph  wlien  he  learned  (hat  G.inem  had  mftde 

icape.    Wnh  rnfard  to  hit  favoiinie,  pcrtuaded  at  he  was  ih  ><  ^><(-  Ti  ><I  not 

fiiitJiiu!  to  liim,  ne  wimld  neither  sec  nor  speak  with  her.    "  " '  ad 

[iD  the  rhief  "f  the  eunmh*.  who  was  present,  '*take  the  ungr.ii  \,cf 

w  Fetnab,  and  ^hui  her  up  in  the  dark  tower.'    Thii  tower  waa  within  the 

q(  the  paUre,  and  ^rnerall)-  bcrved  at  a  prison  for  thoie  favourites  who  had 

'  the  oJipb. 

or.  thouffa  accustomed  to  esectite  the  orders  of  hii  nuuter,  however 
»,  without  reply,  obeyed  this  with  re^rt  He  expreucd  hit  sorrow  to 
Fetaab,  who  waa  the  more  afflicted  at  il.  as  »ie  had  persuaded  herself  that  the 
caliph  woukl  not  reAtse  to  speak  with  her.  but  there  was  now  no  wayof  eacape 
btjoi  her  mdancholy  £ste ;  soe  followed  Mcsrour,  who  condjcted  her  to  tbt  dark 
tOTiCTf  no  toere  len  bcr. 

tfi  tbt  BWMirtnw  dtt  etuved  caliph  dismissed  his  grand  vizier,  and,  listenlnfc 
to  hh  passion,  wrote  with  his  oM-n  hand  the  rotlowing  letter  to  the  Kum  oi 
,  who  was  his  cousin,  and  iribuiary  lo  him : 

'  Th»  CAUpk  HareuH  Atriuckui,  ta  M^koMmttt  ZintH,  King  of  Syria. 

i^Comai,  this  letter  is  to  inform  you,  that  a  merchant  of  Damascus,  called 

.  ihe  son  of  Aboo  Aibou.  has  seduced  Fetnnb,  the  most  brautiAil  of  my 

^  aad  has  stncc  taken  flight.     It  Is  my  desire  that  upon  the  receipt  of  this 

cause  strict  search  to  be  nude  after  the  above  Ganem,  aad  chat  you  have 

pot  into  safe  custody.    As  soon  .i*  hr  U  in  ^■■iI^  i>ower,  (  desire  that  be  may 

"  with  irons,  and  for  ihrt-T  ■  him  receive  fifty  lashes> 

htm  to  be  afterwards  led  il^v    ^  <  nf  the  city,  ptcocded  bv 

acrur.wbo  shall  proclaim  these  words ;  '  Behold  tlic  slightest  puniUiment  wbicn 
the  Commander  of  the  Faithful  tnAias  on  him  who  mmres  his  sovereign,  and 
one  of  his  slaves.*  After  that,  you  shall  send  him  to  mo  under  a  strocu 
Uut  this  is  not  all :  I  desire  that  you  grve  up  hu  house  to  be  plurtderef 
aa  soon  as  it  is  destrored,  let  the  materiah  be  carried  without  the  town,  and 
in  the  open  &tia%.    Moreover,  If  he  has  a  Euher,  mother,  sbiers,  wrvcSf 

J,  or  any  other  rclaiiuns,  let  them  be  completely  stripped,  and  In  this 

Wpased  In  the  town  for  three  days,  with  the  pctialty  of  aeatn  to  any  one 
gmi  tboo  ifaehCL    I  hope  there  will  be  no  delay  in  the  eiecatioo  of  mjr 
coamoDdL  **  HAitotni  AUtASCStDi* 

Tte  caCpih,  as  soon  a»  be  had  writtsn  this  lettart  deliveird  it  to  a  conritr, 
osdtfteg  him  to  use  all  posttblt  dtopatcfat  Mad  to  lake  some  pt|[etms  with  him. 
chat  he  nwht  receive  in  the  quideesl  maiUMr  peaiible  the  mfonaukn  ha  wished 
u  flhcafai  mm  Mohammed  Zin^i 

ptooBi  of  BapUd  have  the  peculiar  prapeftv  of  retaniiof  to  that  citv, 
ET  dblant  du  puoa  may  be  from  which  they  are  let  toMe,  mot*  partkulariy 
they  have  yoonx  ones.    The  wav  in  which  ibcy  are  made  use  oC  te  to  tie 
a  ktlcr  under  the  wins  of  the  bird,  and  in  this  naancr  itttiriUgeiice  is  very  soon 
■veyed  from  whatever  place  it  Is  requiied 
^The  caliph's  meascnfer  tmveUed  n%ht  and  day,  in  mdcr  lo  mtiff  the  bnpa- 

""  OfhUroaSTr-r       ■    *■     -   h^  .-.rrivpA  ««    Haw.— ■■«■    Iff.  j»»rTfffr|    i.»,».«l«t^ 

palace  of  Zn  ecrived  thelecteref  thecalloh  seatodoa  hblhraMb 

covier  present..  ;.■  ihe  kinc,  whotastttttK  took  Vaad  hwiidiaMly  »>■ 
<qnUn(  the  hand,  rote  fnmi  his  >c.ii.as«pn»ofoi  his  respect.  kisala(ltoMIV 
Mdputttajc  it  to  ht*  head  to  show  thai  ha  was  ready  lo  exccitc*  wflh  aB  Pilifnto> 
tkm,  wlaievcr  orders  it  might  contain.  Ha  opened  and  read  te,  after  which  ha 
doeodad  from  his  throne,  mourned  his  horsa  withnoi  dabv,  and  onSered  the 
priodn)  oAcers  of  his  boaschoU  lo  attend  btan.  He  also  sent  for  iha  oAcar  of 
tikft  p«Gc«  :  ami,  foUowed  by  hu  whole  guard,  ptocnaded  to  Canon'k  houaa. 
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Uuriog  the  whole  time  that  the  young  merchant  had  been  absent 
Damascus,  his  mother  had  not  received  nny  letter  from  him,  though  the  mer- 
chants whom  he  accompanied  to  Bagdad  were  safely  returned.  They  told  her 
(hat  they  had  all  left  him  in  perfect  health  :  but  as  he  did  not  return,  and 
neglected  to  send  her  any  mfonnation  immediaiely  from  himself,  so  tender  a. 
mother  was  induced  to  believe  that  her  son  was  dead,  ^he  was  so  thoroughly 
persuaded  of  it,  that  she  wore  mouminx  for  him,  and  lamented  him  a%  siocneh' 
as  if  she  bad  acen  him  die,  and  liad  lier:iclf  closed  bi»  eyes.  No  mother  cm 
expressed  more  sincere  ^rief.:  and  far  from  seeking  consolation,  she  took  picasun 
in  indulging  her  afiAiction.  She  caused  a  dome  to  be  erected  in  tlie  court 
longing  to  her  house,  under  which  she  placed  a  sutue  of  her  son,  and  with 
own  hands  covered  ii  with  black  cloth.  In  this  building  she  parsed  whole  dan 
and  nights,  lamenting  her  son  in  the  same  manner  as  if  his  body  had  been  buried 
there  :  the  beautiful  Aicolomb,  her  daughter,  was  her  companion  in  afBiction, 
mingling  her  tears  wttli  those  of  her  motner. 

They  had  already  passed  some  time  m  this  melancholy  state,  pitied  b)-thc 
whole  neighbourhood,  u'bo  heard  their  lamentable  cries  and  cxpre:isions  of  sorrow, 
when  King  Mohammed  Zinebi  came  and  knocked  at  the  door,  and  a  fcnuk 
having  opened  it,  he  hastily  entered,  asking  for  Ganem,  the  son  of  Abou  Aiboo. 

As  the  slave  had  never  seen  the  king,  she  conr luded  from  his  numen 
that  he  was  one  of  the  principal  officers  of  Damascus.  "  My  lord,' 
*'  tiancm,  whom  you  inquire  for,  is  dead.  My  nustress,  his  mother,  is  n 
tomb,  which  you  sec  before  you,  lamenting  tus  loss."  Without  paying  anesdoa 
to  what  the  :ilavc  related,  the  king  ordered  his  guards  to  make  strict  search  far 
Ganem  throughout  die  house.  He  aftcm-ards  proceeded  himself  towards  the 
tomb,  where  he  beheld  llie  mother  aiid  daughter  bathed  :n  tears,  seated  upod  a 
common  mat,  near  the  figure  which  represented  Ganem.  As  soon  u  tbc)-  per- 
ceived a  man  at  t!ie  door  of  the  building,  these  unfortunate  women  corered 
themselves  with  their  veils.  But  the  mother,  who  recollected  the  king.  Immedi- 
ately arose,  and  ran  to  throw  herself  at  his  feet.  "  My  good  Udy,"  said  the  pnaar 
(0  her,  '*  I  am  in  search  of  your  son  Ganem  :  is  he  here  ? "  "  M,  sire,"  criod  tbc 
"he  has  been  long  dead.  Would  to  God  I  had  been  permitted  to  peHbrm  tbr 
last  offices  for  him  with  my  own  h.inds — that  I  had  been  allowed  the  consolatMn 
of  depositing  his  bones  within  this  tomb  !  Oh,  my  son  \  my  beloved  son  I*— 
she  would  luve  proceeded,  but  her  grief  iras  so  excessive,  that  it  cbolDed  her 
utterance. 

Zinebi  was  affected  at  what  he  saw,  being  a  prince  of  a  roiM  ili-srvi^mc 
very  companionate  to  the  sufFerin^js  of  the  unhappy.    "If  Gam; 
said  he  to  himself, ''  why  punish  his  mother  and  sister,  whu  .if 
Haroun  Alr.ischid,  huw  much  you  distress  mc  by  making  ■/ yotif 

vengeance,  and  obliging  me  to  prosecute  tJiose  »^ho  have  ;.xKi  '■ 

The  guards  whom  the  king  had  sent  to  seek  for  Ganem,  tww  cain«  to  ialaciD 
him  that  their  search  had  been  fruitless.  He  was  perfectly  satisfied  of  tt,  fior  tlw 
tears  of  the  two  women  would  not  permit  him  to  enteruin  a  doubt  of  the  truth 
of  their  report.  He  was  miserable  at  finding  himself  reduced  to  the  necessity  <rf 
citecutins  the  caliph's  orders :  but  wtiate^-cr  concern  he  might  feel,  be  did  sot 
dare  to  deceive  him  by  screening  them  from  his  resentment.  "  My  ggod  Ujc,* 
said  he  to  Ganem's  mother,  "leave  this  lumb ;  neither  you  nor  )-our  dan^kscr 
are  here  in  safety."  When  they  came  out,  ho,  in  order  to  pre»er»'e  tbcoi  noa 
insult,  took  olT  his  robe,  which  was  very  large,  .ind  covered  them  both  with  t^ 
recommending  them  to  keep  ne.ir  him.  This  being  dnnc,  he  ordered  the  pc^O' 
lace  to  be  adniitted,  and  the  pillage  commenced  with  an  eagerness  anif  intb 
shouts  which  lemried  the  mother  and  tisicr  of  Ganem  the  more,  as  they 
perfectly  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  tlicse  proceedings.  The  most  ^■aluah^c 
was  seited  on^  as  well  as  cbcsu  hill  of  money ;  Persian  and  Indian 
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otthions  covered  with  t'o'd  and  stiver  stuffs,  the  finest  porcelain;  in shon, every- 

wu  carried  ulT,  and  noUiing  left  but  the  bare  walls  of  the  house.     It  was  a 

jcholy  iight  fur  the>e  unhappy  women  to  see  all  they  possessed  given  up  to 

plunder,  »ith'.'Ui  knowiny  in  the  least  why  they  were  so  cruelly  treated. 

Mohammed,  after  the  pillage  of  the  house,  ordered  the  police  officer  to  have 
ii  utterly  ra«d.  as  well  as  the  tomb  ;  whilst  they  were  employed  at  this  work,  he 
(Motlucted  Alcolomb  and  her  mother  to  his  palace.  It  was  then  that  he  redoubled 
ibcir  arfliction  by  declaring  to  them  the  will  of  the  caliph.  '*  He  urders,"5aid  he, 
"ihii  vou  should  be  stripped  and  exposed  naked  before  all  the  people  during 
days.  It  in  with  extreme  repugnance  that  I  execute  this  cruel  and  i^o- 
linious  'sentence."  The  king  uttered  these  words  in  a  manner  which  proved 
sincerely  he  felt  the  sorrow  and  compassion  he  expressed.  Although  the 
If  of  being  dethroned  prevented  his  givmg  way  to  the  suggestions  of  pity,  he 
vertheless  softened  in  some  degree  the  rigour  of  Haroun  Alraschid's  commands 
"^w  ordering  for  Alcolomb  and  her  motheracoarse  covering  without  sleeves  made 
■^ot  horsehair. 

Ttie  next  day  these  unfortunate  victims  of  the  caliph's  resentment  were  stripped 

-«3f  their  clothK,  and  dressed  in  their  rough  garments.    Their  head-dresses  were 

"■liTT  taken  ofi^  and  their  dishevelled  hair  leh  10  hang  loose  over  their  shoulders. 

•^^colomb'i  was  of  a  light  colour,  the  most  beautiful  imaginable,  rcachmg  down 

«-« the  ground.    The  police  officer,  followed  by  his  attendants,  accompanied  them, 

'^Kjid  led  them  throughout  ttic  city.    They  were  preceded  by  a  crier,  who  from 

K:inie  to  time  proclaimed  in  a  loud  voice,  "  This  is  the  punishment  of  those  who 

*Sniw  upon  themselves  the  indignation  of  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful"  Whilst 

V-Sif}'  were  thus  carried  about  Damascus,  their  arms  and  feet  naked,  in  so  strange 

■^k- dress,  and  endeavouring  10  conceal  their  confusion  by  covering  their  faces  with 

^■licir  hair,  [he  people  n'Cre  melted  even  to  tears  at  so  affecting  a  sight. 

The  women  especially,  looking  through  the  lattices  at  these  innocent  sufferers, 
^fc-i  they  justly  esteemed  tliem,  and  feeling  particularly  for  the  youth  and  beauty 
"^^^d  Alcolomb,  made  the  air  resound  with  their  piteous  cries,  as  these  devoted 
^^bitctJ  passed  under  their  windows.  The  children,  too,  tenitied  by  the  l.imen- 
"^■uuns.  and  by  the  sight  which  occasioned  them,  added  their  cries  to  the  general 
"^MSicXMn.  and  increased  the  horror  of  the  scene.  In  short,  had  the  enemies  of 
%-%ke  itMtc  taken  possession  of  Damascus,  put  the  people  to  the  sword,  and  set  lire 
^^  tbe  pUce,  there  could  not  have  appeared  greater  marks  of  consternation. 

It  was  ahnost  night  before  this  dreadful  spectacle  finished.  The  mother  and 
^^^-aughter  were  then  brought  back  to  the  jialace  of  the  kine.  where  they  no  sooner 
^i«Tivcd  than  they  fainted  away,  from  the  fatigue  they  had  undergone  in  walking 
^^wefooted,  to  *nich  they  were  so  entirely  unaccustomed.  It  wa.s  a  long  time 
***fo^  ihey  could  be  brought  to  themselves.  The  (juecn  of  Damascus,  extremely 
^-^feged  at  their  misfortune,  sent  some  of  her  women  to  comfort  them,  with  all 
^r-in<1i  t4  refreshments,  and  wine  to  restore  their  strength,  notwithstanding  the 
fwuLiLition  of  the  calipli  to  afford  them  any  assistance. 

Tbe  queen's  women  found  them  still  insensible,  and  not  in  a  situation  to  be 

^Ai«Bc6ted  by  the  relief  which  they  brought  them.    They  were,  however,  by  meaoi 

'='C  proper  applications,  at  last  recovered.     Tbe  mother  of  Ganem  immediately 

^  -^INUiicd  her  sense  of  their  kindness.    "  My  good  lady,"  said  one  of  the  queen's 

^WUCIU  "your  misfortunes  affect  us  very  sensibly,  and  cur  mistress,  the  Queen 

^^  Syria,  ga\x  us  great  pleasure  when  she  commissioned  us  to  afford  you  all  tbe 

""fc^tiiume  in  our  power.    W'c  can  assure  you  that  this  princess  t.alces  great  interest 

^  jfoor  unhappy  situation,  .is  well  as  the  king  her  husband."     Ganem's  mother 

nQped  that  the  queen's  women  would  return  their  most  grateful  acknowlcdg* 

^BRS 10  that  princess  for  her  kindness  to  her  and  Alcolomb  :  then  addressing 

^  lady  who  bad  spoken,  she  added  :  "The  king,  nudam,  tuu  never  told  tne 

«%y  the  Gjtnmander  of  tbe  Faithful  has  sentenced  us  to  suffer  such  cruel  out* 
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nigcs ;  let  me  bKeech  you  to  inform  mc  what  entries  wc  have  connnittecL*  *  Mi 
good  Indy,"  replied  the  queen's  attendant,  "  your  misfonunei  ohgtiute  %viUi  fwr 
son  Gnnein  ;  he  is  not  dead,  as  you  ima^ne.  He  is  accused  of  tuvrnv  caniel 
off  the  most  beloved  of  the  caiiph's  favourites  ;  and,  as  he  has  n-aded  inc  dkcs 
of  the  prince'3  resentment  by  a  hasty  flight,  the  punishment  has  fallen  apon  ywL 
Every  one  condemns  the  violence  of  the  caliph,  but  at  tlie  same  tunc  ctcry  (sc 
fears  him  ;  and  Kiiik  Zincbi  liimself,  as  you  perceive,  does  not  dare  to  CDantc 
his  orders,  through  Tear  of  his  displeasure.  Thus  all  K-e  can  do  b  lo  Hai^ 
rompaisiun,  and  exhort  you  to  patience." 

•'  I  know  my  son's  disposition,"  said   the  mother  of  Gancm  ;  "  I  luve 
great  pains  with  his  education,  and  have  always  Imiughr  him  up  niih  a  st: 
sense  of  respect  for  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful.     He  has  not  fommttted 
crime  of  which  he  is  accused  :  I  will  be  answerable  for  his  innocence^     I 
no  longer  murmur  or  complain,  since  it  is  for  him  I  suffer,  and  since  I  knMr 
he  is  not  dead.    Oh,  Ganera,"  she  exclaimed,  transponcd  by  a  mingled  ei 
of  joy  and  tenderness, ''my  dear  son,  is  it  possible  that  you  still  eadsi? 
longer  regret  the  de&uuction  of  my  property  ;  and  to  whate%*er  excess  the 
may  carr>'  his  rigour,  1  can  pardon  all,  since  Heaven  has  prcsen-ed  my  sort    I: 
is  for  my  daughter  only  that  I  am  afflicted  ;  her  woes  alone  dtsire^s  me  :  1  bebevr 
her,  however,  to  be  so  good  a  Msier  as  to  be  capable  of  following  my  exaunpk.* 

At  these  words.  Alcolomb,  who  had  till   then   appeared  unmoved,  oniid 
towards  her  mother,  and  throwing  her  arms  round  her  neck,  '^Vcs,  ny 
mother,"  said  she,  "  I  will  always  follow  ycjur  example,  to  whaterer 
your  attcciion  for  my  brother  may  lead  yoG." 

The  muthcr  and  daughter,  thus   mingling  their  tears  and  sighs, 
tenderly  locked  in  each  other's  arms  for  a  considerable  time.     In  the 
the  queen's  women,  who  were  much  affected  at  the  scene,  said  e^'er^lhlng 
might  induce  the  mother  of  Gancm  to  lake  some  rcfreshmcnL    She  ate» 
only,  merely  to  satisfy  them,  and  Alcolomb  did  the  same. 

It  being  the  caliph's  orderthat  the  relations  of  Ganeiu  should  be  exposed  iSinr 
days  successively  to  (lie  people  in  the  situation  **hich  has  been  already  dcKrftcd. 
Alcolomb  and  her  mother  again  appeared  as  a  public  spectacle,  for  the  teoDOd 
time,  during  the  whole  of  the  next  day  ;  but  things  were  now  ronductwl  in  a  my 
dtifereni  manner  :  on  this  and  the  following  day,  the  streets,  which  Ixfore  bad 
been  crowded  with  people,  were  deserted.  The  merchants,  indignant  at  tie 
treatment  which  the  widow  and  daughter  of  Abou  Aibou  had  reccivwl,  sfam  v^ 
their  shops,  and  scrupulously  avoided  coming  out  of  their  bouses.  Tbe  wvOMB. 
t.nsicad  of  looking  through  their  lattices,  retired  to  the  back  part  of  thdi  hoott. 
Not  a  creature  was  lobc  seen  in  all  the  squares  and  streets  tnrnugh  wfakfa  tboe 
unfortunate  women  iverc  obliged  to  pass ;  it  seemed  .is  if  the  toim  had  tern 
abandoned  by  its  inhabitants. 

On  the  fourth  day,  Moliammed  Zinebt,  who  wished  faithfully  to  execute  dM 
caliph's  orders,  although  lie  did  not  approve  them,  sent  crier?  into  aQ  qoarto*  itf 
ihccityiopubli5hioever>'citizenof  Damascus,  and  aUo  to  all  foreigner  of  wto' 
soever  condition,  that  under  pain  of  death,  and  of  being  afterward*  dinnraj^J 
food  to  the  dogs,  they  should  not  presume  to  give  shelter  to  the  mother  and  v^^H 
of  Gancm,  or  to  furnish  them  with  a  morsel  of  bread  or  a  drop  o^  water:  i^^^ 
word,  they  were  prohibited  from  alTording  them  the  smallest  assistance,  or  froa 
havir^  any  communicition  with  them. 

After  the  cncrs  had  executed  the  king's  commands,  that  prince  farther  onkrcd 
that  the  mother  and  her  daughter  should  be  sent  uut  of  tlie  palace,  and  be  per- 
mitted lo  go  whichever  «ay  they  chose.  They  no  so«>ncr  appeared  than  e^wy 
orie  tiew  to  a\Tiid  them,  so  strong  was  ;hc  impression  made  cin  the  minds  of  ibe 
people  by  the  proclamation  the>'  had  heard.  These  unbapm'  wf.men  *oon  da- 
covcred  tliat  they  were  shunned  by  all,  and  being  ignorant  of  ^e  cause,  the%  woi 
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sacb  sarprisedat  it ;  their  astonishment  was  painfully  incresied,  when,  on  eniet* 
ov  one  of  the  strMts,  i)ie>-  ptrceivcd  amon^  nuny  others  tevcrnl  ul  their  juir- 
tfailv  friends,  who, as  soon  as  ihe>'  appeared,  Rtrd  u-ith  as  much  prcripiiation  as 
Ihe  nsL  "  What ;"  said  the  mother  of  G.inem,  "are  we  itifoiioui?  Han  tha 
BlittiC  and  barbannis  treatment  wc  have  received  made  u«  hAteful  to  our  fellow- 
finrtw  i  Come,  my  diild."  continued  slie,  *'  let  us  leave  Damaacus ;  do  not  let 
ns  Ksy  another  roumect  in  a  place  uhere  wc  create  horror  even  in  our  beat 
6ienda." 

Impressed  with  these  sentiments,  these  two  unfortunate  ladlea  reached  me  of 
Hk  extramiics  of  tlie  town,  and  betook  themselves  to  a  miserable  mm,  whem 
dw)'  hoped  to  tind  •ihelter  for  the  niglil ;  some  Mussulmans,  actuated  bymouvn 
of  charity  and  compassion,  came  as  soon  as  it  was  dark  to  brinK  them  Miae  pro* 
vilioas,  but  ihcy  dared  not  stop  a  moment  to  console  them,  for  fiear  of  being  dia* 
Covered,  and  punished  for  disobe)-ing  the  orden  of  the  caljph. 

In  the  meaotime  King  Zinebi  had  dtsmjaaod  a  pi>{eon,  tn  order  that  Hanm 
Ahaschid  might  be  informed  of  bis  punctual  obedience.  He  made  him  acqiiaiaciad 
uibe  same  time  with  all  that  had  passed,  and  be^cd  to  be  instiuoad  Lnwkatway^ 
bt  was  to  proceed  in  regiird  to  the  mother  .tnd  sifter  of  Ganem.  He  very  aooft 
tcsciwdtt^the  same  mode  of  convey. tncc.  the  caliph's  answer,  whodeiiTBd  that 
(hnr  DU^t  be  for  ever  banished  fixim  Dainascaa.  The  Kioj;  of  Syria  immtifr 
tiaif  scDC  people  to  the  ruin  where  the  mother  and  tifUr  of  G«Aem  bad  ttka 
icf^e,  wien  orders  to  conduct  them  three  days*  journey  from  Damaacn^  sad 
Ihcre  to  leave  them,  with  a  prohibition  never  to  mum  to  that  city, 

2iaebi'i  people  perfonned  their  task  -.  but  bdng  len  exact  than  their  auwr 

~^  been  m  cxenitine  the  ordera  of  Haratm  AliBadud,  tbey  <'***fp*wtfntidy 
on  Alcolomb  and  her  mother  some  saall  piece*  of  mooer  lO  PTOcwe 
food;  ibey  also  gave  each  of  them  a  bag,  which  the;  put  rovso  ihar  nada 
Id  their  provisioas. 

In  tbia  de|Horab)e  atace  they  arrived  at  the  firM  viQ^pe  froci  DaaaacB^    Th« 


fcnale  peautts  gathered  rooad  them,  aad  a«  iber  oould  BM  help  eheai^tog 
threuHi  their  duginse  that  they  were  people  of  coodtdon,  tbey  MkaalftaiB  what 
%ad  oeOeed  them  to  ttavd  ia  a  dreai  ^mA  evidently  was  aoc  mmA  as  tbOL 
IaiBHla<  answcriDgihaei|ocMaaa,tbeybtxmio«e^i  ihiataided  WkKtcM* 
Thn  mrinsiry  if  rtir  prinin,  ind  it  ihr  iimr  tfana  in  iiMpifi  ttiini  nliii  cwwei 
visa.  Theraoifaerof  GeacB  related  aB  that  Ae  ad  tKrdaafhMr  had  MflMd. 
"The  food  villagers  woe  novcd  at  h,  and  eadearowed  to  conads  dMii  s  Mr  did 
£u]  to  entertain  them  in  the  beat  way  their  puvuti  wniid  al9w:  (h«y 
then  CO  t3kjt  olT  their  oi>pulnc*  ^  wndMiTf  whica  mmdk  H' ■'■Ti'iiiJifl 
aikd  10  pM  on  eihir  ciecUnc,  whklt  ihcy  gswe  dwn,  «a  alao  iheai,  aad 
Mac  M  ooter  thdr  beadu,  ia  Older  tt  oroeaa  dHir  Mr. 
Afcrha«iight»rilylha*adtha<hadofapiawaM«fl>i>va^,Atolflwb 

AfcppehwAeKjiMBejfc  TlwywOTaeaa- 

or  ■aa_ds  lamda  4mIl  aad  thm  dity 

»•■■**»  P'^wwit  ■*■•  WWII  aay ; 

dheylatf  dowapea^ef     !■  ■■  i^  er  lodpid  *•  e*e  of 

ices  ^ich  see  Meaded  Boaerw  aa  aa  iij<—  fcra 

IWfcqddleyva.M^iMatfr     yr  ■.aajhay. 


lad,  *ay  fMoaiad  M  Bapial    HkM  ww  dbc  alMia 
■■■i  *Mad>c«  flhiC  keod  W  fat  ^  aaaMmla 
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which  the  caliph  resided  ;  but  they  hoped  it,  because  they  u-ished  it  But  wc  mm 
here  leave  Alcolomb  and  her  mother,  and  return  lo  Feinah. 

This  lady  had  been  strictly  contined  in  the  dark  lower  from  the  day  wbick 
proved  so  faml  to  her  and  Gancm.  However  disagreeable  her  prison  miglit  be, 
&he  was  less  distressed  by  her  own  suflcrmx^  than  at  Ctanem's,  the  uncertainty  of 
wh&se  fate  caused  lier  the  most  poi(;nant  an^niish,  and  thera  was  scarcdjr  a 
moment  in  which  &he  ceased  lo  lament  his  sad  destiny. 

One  oight.when  the  cahph  was  walking  alone  round  his  palace,  as  was  his  wol 
custom— for  ttiis  prince  possessed  a  large  &hare  of  curiosity,  and  aonetiiMt 
learned  in  his  nocturnal  excursion  matters  which  passed  in  his  palacevaod  which 
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woold  never  oOierwise  have  come  to  his  knowledge.— one  night,  then,  be 
in  his  walk  near  the  dark  tower,  and  thinking  he  heard  some  one  speak,  he  st 
Approaching  the  door  in  order  lo  listen,  he  distinctly  beard  these  vrords, 
Fetnab,  sliU  a  prey  to  grief  at  the  remembrance  of  Ganem,  uttered  *erv  mo^t 
gibly:  *' O  Ganem,  too  unhappy  (ianem  !  tvhat  is  become  of  tfaeej   Whither  fcs-*tft 
thine  unfortunate  destiny  conducted  theei'     Alas!    I  have  been  the  xaAmW^ 
cause  of  thy  nusfortunca  !     Why  didst  thou  not  rather  leave  me  to  pcsnli  nay^ 
ably  than  afford  mc  thy  generous  assisUince?     VMiat  a  sad  reward  hast  VJ^ 
received  for  all  thine  attentions  and  respect !     The  Commander  of  the  FaitJiAis 
who  ought  to  recompense  thee,  becomes  thy  persecutor  ;  in  requital  lor  ha^^r 
always  regarded  mc  as  coniiecrated  to  liiro,  tnou  art  bereft  of  all  Ibf  pn)f»t~ 
and  art  obhced  to  seek  thy  safety  in  Ri^'ht    Ah,  caliph  I  barbarous  cuiyih  '  •' 
defence  wilt  thou  make  when  thou  shall  appe-ir  with  Gancm  befbte  the  >• 
tribunal  of  the  Supreme  Judge,  and  when  the  angels  shall,  in  thy  pnaeAcCh  tr_ 
testimony  of  the  truths    All  thy  present  power,  bcforv  whkli  naif  Ifaa  VHtk 
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nct-er  b«  lic-tnl  of  more.  He  «uspccied  nothing  uorse.  for  he  did  not 
Zobeid^  to  be  wicked  enough  lo  attempt  the  life  <A  hit  Civounte. 
.ordsT  to  utufy  btmtetf  of  the  truth,  this  pnnce  ordered  the  crtiff^'to  botakfn 
.  the  KTavc  to  be  opeivcd,  and  the  coftn  to  be  uncovered  in  uis  pretence ; 
It  wbm  he  uw  tlic  linen  which  enveloped  the  piece  of  wood,  he  did  not  dare 
to  proceed.  1  be  ptoui  tjliph  feared  to  offinid  Juuiui  the  Uwi  of  rehgion  tn- 
pcnnttting  i' '  '  :lic  deceased  to  be  touched,  and  thii  de>-out  scmplc  pre- 

Tul«d  over  t  >-  and  love.    He  no  lon^  doubted  Ihc  dcatli  of  Fetiub. 

He  ordertd  >  <  be  AgAin  doted,  the  grave  to  be  filled  up,  and  the  efiiy 

ta  be  pla<:e<l  ■  >?  situation  »%  before. 

Thuklcin^  -  -  ;,.iy  «ome  tr:^- ■    ■  f — -----i     -    -  ••    ^'      '.vou- 

ricCfbeilien  t>ienofrcl.  .!en 

«f  dM  Korjj ^  '.Ite  lime  win. ..  .^  i<.<|x..i^.i  i..  ..-.-Kixt^x.  .i>.  i.-.,  „c  n- 

nntoad  in  the  m.tii«n1cuni,  bedewing  with  his  tean  the  eaith  whkh  cmrrctl  the 
iBun  of  hi*  miktrets.  When  the  mininere  anrived,  he  placed  hinuclf  .it  the 
bead  e(  tfw  efiig>\  and  they,  ranginff  thcawUvoa  arouDd  ii,  recited  long  pTa)-cr*, 
after  which  sei  urjl '  Iijptm  a(  the  Koran  weie  read. 

The  *  ;x:rfomicd  ever}-  day  tor  a  month,  both  rooming  and 

•VMiBK  i -cieni.c  of  the  ciliph.uf  the  irand  rider  Oi.if.ir,  and 

flf  tfae  [ '  '-,  whu,  at  well  as  the  cali|ih,  were  all  intDuuin- 

iM,   Xj<<  "  rr.itcd  I'l  ttomiurwtth  ht-f  TfAfKtbe  memori- 

al FetiutjL  liui  »i>uU  :.  I  by  an>  lm>inc-.  r 

Ob  the  last  d;iy  itf  t)i  .    ...ers  and  readir,  ran  roniinued 

Inm  motnhm  till  <ii]  bicak.  uu  lUe  iu.lowinf^  day  ;  thewbulc  cciKxaany  bein(>  now 
iaktmi,  every  one  rnurned  to  lus  own  houic.  Haroun  Alnichid,  fatJ^ued  b>- 
'  fo  long,  went  to  rest  himscll'  in  hi*  aparxmrnt.  and  kll  latcep  upon  a 
two  of  the  Udirs  <>f  hi^  p^ilacc,  one  of  whom  sat  at  his  feet  and  the 
at  hii  ^'  '  Viycd  in  works  of  embroidery,  and  keepic^  the  moM  pro- 
Ibend  nlcnir  ileep. 

She  who  >-^  ->  .■>-.  head,  and  who  was  called  KouronnQiar,  pircehrtng  the 
caliph  to  be  ailccp,  s.iid  m  a  low  Toice  to  the  other  lady,  **  Numatof  Sohi."  for 
that  was  bcr  name.  "  iJi*-rc  ts  great  newi.  The  Commander  ol  the  Faithftil,  ow 
dtar  loid  and  maMcr.  will  be  oeti)(ht«d  whrn  he  wtilce*,  to  learn  what  I  have  to 
licaie.  F«tn.i!)  i%  nut  tlraii  %'ne  it  in  perfect  health." 
Iwfcven*  *."  ■  .  "  is  it  po««ihle  that  the  channlnf.  the 

,  F«n  vc.***     Nagnuto4  Sohi  woke  these  words 

■Ml  so  much  vivaritv,  and  m  •olo«ul  a  toicc,  thai  uecahph  awoke.  He  inquired 
why  hb  ah»p  had  hccn  interrupted.  "  Ah.  my  lord,"  replied  Nagnutcn  Sofat, 
"pardon  my  indncretion  ;  I  could  not  bear  withuut  emutivn  that  Fctnab  still 
livc&  It  inspired  mr  with  n  trsn^port  1  could  iwt  restrain."  "  What  tlicn  U 
become  of  her."  9<  t  it  be  true  she  it  not  dead?"    **  Commander 

of  dbe  Fahhful.''  i'  ^ur,  **  I  rrccj%-ed  this  evening  from  a  [«ison 

■Bkaovtta  a  note   '  '  m  c^idcndy  in  the  handwriting  of 

FwadH  *ho  ndair  <',  and  destrci  roe  to  mlonn  you  of 

b.  I  ddtayod  caecuuF^  my  rammistinn  uu  yoa  hid  lafcea  soBK  momeiaia  oin- 
poa^  nHMnoff  bow  neoeaiafT  it  mnat  ba  to  yen  anar  ao  iiiiicll  Hligns  s  ano^^^^ 
^Ghrw  met  give  tne  tfaa  fMoriaUfnpted  tfas  caBph  with  gnat  catcfBca: 'yoor 
dalay  «aa  very  nnioiaBaiblB.'' 

KtNtraimihar  immadjildly  pfisanted  the  iMitc  lo  hlffl,  which  ha  opened  with 
odrane  iBpalkarc    Fctnab  had  detadcd  at  ItagOk  afl  that  had  happcaed  w 

hOTf  hot  han  dwelt  a  httle  U»t  murli  on  tlir  atl«ntion«  tite  luil   reOMred  IflMI 

GaMA.    The  r^dtph.  ttatorali  ^mg  tolicn«] 

bv  «  eonaideration  af  the  ills  '  -  mhumanii)- 

•a  JCabeid^,  wa\  iinlr  Mniitile  111  111  '.  her  to  have 

gadt).    "  What!'  uid  he,  >•  ,  "  parfidiona 
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aliicriiy  in  the  execution  of  her  orden.  She  also,  with  her  whole  coon,  w« 
soon  clad  in  mourning,  a  circunuunce  which  gave  immediate  rirculahon  to  tW 
report  of  Fetnab's  death,  so  that  the  news  was  quickly  spread  througfaom  iIk 
whole  city. 

Gancm  was  one  of  the  last  to  hear  of  it :  for,  as  I  have  before  wd,  be  soucclf 
ever  went  from  home  :  he  was,  howe%'er,  at  lost  made  acquainftcd  with  ife 
report.  "  Madam,"  said  he  to  the  beautiful  favourite  ot  the  caliph,  "  j-oor  dead 
is  (generally  believed  in  Bnj^dad,  and  I  do  not  doubt  but  Zobeidi  is  perfectly  p0> 
tuaded  that  the  belief  is  well  fuundc<L  I  thank  Heaven,  however,  for  beiftf  fbe 
cause  and  happ>-  witness  of  your  exiittencc.  Would  to  Cod,  that,  taking  wna- 
ta^e  of  this  false  report,  you  could  be  oer^uaded  to  unite  your  fate  with  nine 
and,  going  far  from  hence,  reign  the  sole  possessor  til  my  heart '.  But  wkjtbcr 
does  my  transport  hurry  mc?  [do  not  consider  that  you  are  bom  lo  ba  d* 
deliijht  of  the  most  powerful  prince  on  earth,  and  that  Karoun  Alxnichid  tsaloM 
wordiy  of  you.     Were  you  then  capable  of  resigning  him  for  ine,in»ki  yon  CfW 

1'nin  your  fate  to  mine,  ought  1  consent  to  it  ?     No  1  it  woulu  still  be  w:f  duty  lo 
:eep  constantly  in  remembrance,  that  *  what  belongs  to  the  master  is  forbtddoi 
to  the  slave.'" 

The  amiable  Femab,  though  sensible  to  the  tender  emotions  which  he 
manifested,  had  sufficient  command  over  herself  to  conceal  what  she  (dl  vt 
return,  "  My  lord."  said  she,  "  we  cannot  hinder  the  present  success  of  Zobcidt 
I  am  not  surprised  at  the  .irtitice  she  has  made  u$e  of  to  conceal  her  crime  j,  ta 
let  her  proceed  as  she  pleases,  her  triumph.  I  ilaiicr  myself,  will  be  but  thorCiaarf 
ftoon  followed  by  disgrace.  The  caliph  will  ere  long  return,  and  wv  fchtU  ftnd 
means  privately  to  infonn  him  of  all  that  has  passed.  In  the  mcantUIHk  hi  ■ 
take  greater  precautiun  than  ever  to  prevent  her  suspecting  that  I  am  swaBvt- 
I  have  alreaay  told  you  what  would  oe  the  consequences." 

At  the  end  nf  three  mnnihs.  the  c.iliph  returned  to  Bagdad  covered  with  ^fKh 
having  been  \nctnrious  n\-cr.-Ul  bis  enemies.  Impatient  to  return  to  FenuG  MB 
lay  his  laurels  at  her  feet,  he  entered  his  palace.  How  great  wss  his  astanii^ 
ment  at  seeing  all  his  ofHccrs  clothed  in  black.  He  shuddered  involuntanly  at  thf 
sight ;  and  his  emotion  increased,  when  he  reached  ibc  apartment  ot  t'dOoSt, 
at  perceiving  that  the  princess,  as  well  as  her  whole  train  of^ women,  were  faidaif 
mourning.  He  instantly,  with  much  agitation,  asked  the  reason  of  thtt  BKia*' 
choly  appearance.  **  Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  answered  Zobeidc,  **  I  wear 
this  mourning  for  your  slave  Fctnab,  who  died  so  suddenly  as  to  rcoaler  ti 
impossible  to  apply  any  remedy  to  her  dise.ise."  She  would  have  proceeded,  ba 
the  caliph  did  not  allmv  her  time.  He  ivas  so  much  atTected  at  the  inc^UgMOfc 
Uiat  he  uttered  a  shriek,  and  fell  senseless  into  the  arms  of  his  viiicr  Giafar,  wba 
■ccompanied  him.     He,  however,  soon  recovered,  and  in  a  voice  which  betnyed 

*his  deep  affliction,  rvquested  to  know  were  his  dear  Fetnab  had  been  bvned. 
•*  My  lord."  said  Zobeide,  "  I  have  mvself  Liken  care  that  everything  thoukl  bc 
done  to  p.Ay  her  the  last  honours  wtili  suitable  miignitkence.     I  have  cauada 

Jmiirblc  mausoleum  to  be  erected  at  the  place  of  her  iniemiem.     I  wiD  vaaAta 
you  tliither  if  you  wish  it," 

The  caliph  did  not  choose  to  give  Zobeid^  ihe  trouble,  and  was  satisfied  witli 
being  attended  by  \tcsni-iur.     He  proceeded  to  the  pL-ice  imroedtalely,  withpat 
changing  his  dress.    When  he  saw  the  effigv-  covered  with  black  doth,  the  taptn 
burning  round  it,  and  the  magnificence  of  the  monument,  he^vas  astrmi^bcd  tbi! 
Zobcidi  should  have  performed  the  obtequies  of  her  riva'i 
and.  as  he  w.is  n.itur.iily  suspicious,  began  to  distrust  the  ;.■    •  ...... 

and  to  think  it  possibjc  that  his  mistress  might  not  lie  icaliy  dead,  but  (hat 
Zobeide,  taking  advantage  of  his  long  absence,  might  have  dftvvn  her  bum  Ibe 
palace,  and  ^ven  orders  to  have  Iter  conveyed  to  %o  great  a  disiajioe  that  ihs 
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She  ei»plo>'ed  the  nhole  day  and  her  thousand  pieces  of  gold  in  acts  of  charity 
the  mosques,  and  in  the  evening  returned  to  the  palace. 
The  (oUowuiz  day  she  took  another  purse  conuinjng  the  same  sum,  and  with 
!  same  attcnuants  repaired  to  Uie  place  where  the  jewellers  were  accustomed 
aMCtnble.     She  stopped  at  the  entrance,  and  without  dismounting,  ordered 
«ne  f»f  the  blark  eunuchs  to  desire  the  syndic  to  conic  and  speak  with  her.    The 
sxrwlic,  who  W.15  a  very  ch.iritable  man, and  who  expended  more  tlian  two-thirds 
«if  his  income  in  relieving  such  poor  foreigners  as  were  either  afflicted  with  sick- 
ness or  any  way  distressed  in  their  affairs,  attended  on  Fctnab  immediately, 
■wiwm  he  knew  by  her  dress  to  be  a  lady  belonging  to  the  palace.    "  I  apply  to 
jau,"  &aid  she.  puiun^;  her  purse  into  his  hands,  "as  a  man  whose  piety  is  much 
•fgfnaKindf  I  thiougli  the  whole  city.     I  beg  of  you  to  distribute  tlicse  pieces  of 
Ifold  among  such  poor  objects  as  you  arc  accustomed  to  assist ;  for  1  am  not 
tgoocwit  that  it  i>  your  laudable  practice  to  succour  tlic  distresses  of  al!  forei^'ners 
-woo  apply  to  you  for  clurity.     1  know,  too,  that  you  are  even  anxioua  to  antici- 
pate  tiictt  wants  ^uid  that  nothing  is  more  grateftd  to  you  than  to  lind  occasions 
if  tdievtng  distress."     "  Madam,"  replied  the  syndic,  "  I  shall  execute  your 
«)iiliittDds  with  pleasure  ;  but  if  you  are  desirous  of  exercising  your  charity  with 
jFOor  om  hands,  and  will  take  the  trouble  of  coming  to  my  house,  you  will  there 
«ee  two  women  worthy  of  all  your  compassion.     I  met  them  yesterday  as  they 
^awerad  the  town ;   they  were  in  a  most  miserable  state,  and  I  was  the  more 
.^Kmm-tmA  at  it  as  they  appeared  to  be  people  of  condition.     It  was  easy  to  dts- 
^rcnrcT  through  the  wretched  rags  which  covered  them,  and  in  spite  of  all  the 
ftflmry  their  complexion  had  received  from  the  heat  of  the  sun,  that  air  of 
-s^  '  ' .'  that  1  have  rarely  met  with  in  those  poor  objects  to  whom  I  have 

«^-  iiy  aid.    I  conducted  them  both  to  my  house,  and  pbced  them  under 

«-ec  cAic  oi  my  wife,  who  formed  the  same  judgment  of  them  that  I  had  done. 
-£>be  ocdcred  iter  slaxcs  to  prepare  good  beds,  while  she  employed  herself  in 
^iiiitiilg  them  CO  wash  their  faces,  and  in  providing  a  change  of  linen.  We  do 
**<Cyabiow  who  they  are,  becuise  we  wisned  them  to  ukc  some  repose  before 
^^c  BtiKQed  them  with  questions." 

Fetub  felt  a  ruriositv  to  sec  them  which  she  could  not  well  account  for.  The 
'^■vodic  thought  it  his  duty  to  attend  her  to  his  house,  but  she  would  not  suffer 
*»[in  to  Lake  the  trouble,  and  was  conducted  to  it  by  one  of  his  slaves.  Being 
■^JxrttA  3t  the  door,  she  alighted  from  her  mule,  and  followed  the  syndic's  slave, 
cMCred  Arst  lo  announce  her  to  his  mistress,  whom  he  found  in  the  apart- 
orcupJed  by  Alcnlomb  and  her  mother ;  for  these  were  the  women  of  whom 
syndic  had  been  speaking  to  Fclnab. 
The  syndics  wife,  having  learnt  from  her  slave  that  one  of  the  ladies  of  the 
ibcB  was  io  the  bouse,  was  coming  out  of  the  chamber  to  recei^-e  her,  but 

Ctmb  foUoKxd  tJie  slave  to  close  as  not  to  give  her  time,  and  entered  the  apart- 

^^^not     The  syndic's  wife  prostrated  hcrvrif  before  her,  as  a  mark  of  her  respect 

J^^a»afdi  evciytliing  which  belonged  to  iJic  caliph.     Feinab  raised  her  and  said, 

'^'^  Mt  rood  Udy,  I  entreat  your  permission  to  spe-^k  to  the  two  strangers  who 

~*»Ttnjil  at  liogdad  last  night,"     "  Madam,"  replied  the  wife  of  the  syndic, ''  tlicy 

^*Jre  DOW  lying  in  the  two  liitle  beds  which  you  see  standing  together,"    The 

^^femnrit*  immediately  ap(iraarhed  that  in  which  the  mother  was,  and  looking  at 

•*«  atlcutvety.  '•  .My  good  woman,"  said  she,  "  I  am  come  to  offer  )-oi)  some 

^tiitiiice;  1  am  not  witliout  interest  in  this  city,  and  may  perhaps  be  useful  to 

"IT^wiad  joor  corapanion."    "  I  see,  madam,"  replied  the  mother  of  (iancm,  "  by 

Y'owkw  oflfcr  of  .-usistance,  that  Hca%en  has  not  yet  .ib-indoned  us.     We  have 

^•i  iBasoo  to  fear  it  after  all  we  have  suffered."    WTten  she  finished  dicsc  wonls, 

**«i«e»  to  weep  »o  bitterly  that  FcUiab  and  the  wife  of  the  syndic  coukl  not 

niniafroai  tears. 

^  caliph's  favourite,  drying  her  eyes,  said  to  the  mother  of  Ganem, "  I  beseedt 


^ 
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you  to  relate  to  us  the  history  of  your  life  and  misfortunes ;  you  cann 
people  more  disposed  tin  use  every  eflbrt  in  their  power  to  ronsole  an> '.  * 

Madam,"  rcphed  the  unfortunate  widow  of  Abou  Aibou,  "  it  is  a  fA\  >  <  ir 

Commander  of  the  Faithful,  a  Udy  called  FeuiAb,  who  is  the  cause  ot  all  the 
sulfehngs."  The  favourite  was  thunderstruck  at  this  declamnon:  but  dissembliO|{ 
her  confusion  a.nd  agitation,  she  did  not  interrupt  thcmother  of  Gancm,  who  pro- 
ceeded aa  follows :  "  1  ain  Uic  widow  of  Abou  Aibou,  a  nicrcliant  of  Damascus : 
I  had  a  son  called  Ganem.  who,  being  brought  by  his  bui>incss  to  Bagdad,  wis 
accused  lliere  of  carr>ing  off  this  Fetnab.     The  caliph  caused  him  to  be  too)^ 
for,  in  order  lo  put  him  to  death ;  and  not  being  able  tn  tind  him,  v 
King  of  Damascus  to  order  our  house  to  be  plundered  and  de^tro> 
my  daughter  and  myself  exposed  naked  to  the  people  for  three  suctc^ii 
and  then  that  we  should  be  both  banished  for  ever  out  of  S>Tia.     But  with  wl 
ever  indifjnity  we  have  been  treated.  1  could  still  be  happy  if  my  son  lives,, 
could  a^in  meet  with  him.     What  delight  would  it  be  to  mc  and  to  his 
behold  him  once  more !    In  embracing  him  we  should  forget  the  luss  of  our 
perty,  and  all  we  have  suffered  on  his  account.     Alas'    I  am  persuaded  tho 
be  is  the  cause,  he  is  the  innocent  cause,  of  our  misfortunes,  and  that  be  u 
free  from  guilt  towards  the  caliph  as  his  sisterand  myself."     "  N'o,  uoduut 
interrupted  Fetnab,  '*  he  is  no  more  criminal  than  you  are.     I  can  as.seR 
nocencc,  because  1  am  that  very*  Fetnab  of  whom  )-ou  have  so  much  rcuaa 
complain.     It  is  my  unhappy  fate  to  have  caused  all  your  distresses.    It  is  to     _ 
you  must  impute  the  loss  of  j*oor  son,  if  he  really  is  no  more ;  but  if  I  have  been 
the  cause  of  your  sufferings,  1  have  also  the  power  to  alleviate  them.     1  have 
already  justified  Ganem  in  the  sight  of  the  caliph :  that  prince  has  proclataatd  a 
pardon  throughout  his  dominions  to  the  son  of  Abou  Aibou ;  and  be  assond.  hs 
will  now  serve  you  as  effectually  as  he  h-is  before  injured  you :  you  are  no  loawcr 
his  enemies.    He  only  waits  for  the  arrivat  of  Ganem  to  reward  him  for  (be  im- 
portant scr\ice  he  has  rendered  me,  by  uniting  our  fates  for  ever :  he  inlcoda  W 
give  mc  to  htm  as  his  nifc.     Look  upon  me,  then,  as  your  daughter,  and  perani 
me  to  assure  you  of  my  eternal  friendship."     As  she  Mid  this,  she  affccttooately 
embraced  the  mother  of  Ganem,  whose  astonishment  rendered  her  uakble  to 
answer.     Fetnab  only  left  her  to  fly  to  the  other  bed  to  embrace  .•Vicolomb^  irtio 
sat  up,  extending  her  anns  to  receive  her. 

The  charmmg  favourite  of  the  caliph,  after  having  lavished  upon  the  mocfaer 
and  daughter  every  mark  of  tenderness  and  afiiection  wluch  they  might  expect 
from  the  wife  of  Cancm.  sard,  "Afflict  yourselves  no  longer ;  the  nch  etiects  wnicfa 
Ganem  had  in  this  city  are  nut  lost,  they  are  safe  in  my  aportmCDt  u  theoUfik^ 
palace.  1  am  well  aware  that  all  the  treasures  in  tlie  world  cotdd  not  conaok 
you  for  the  loss  of  Ganem :  at  least,  I  judge  of  the  feelings  of  his  mother  aad 
sister  by  my  own.  Consanguinit>'  is  not  less  powerful  than  love  in  exalted  nundt 
Do  not  let  us  despair  of  seeing  him  again.  We  shall  hnd  him :  the  good  ibrtBBe 
1  experience  in  having  thus  met  with  you  gives  me  the  greater  cncouragqneBt  t» 
cnccTLiin  hopes.  Fcmaps  this  Tcry  day  may  be  the  last  of  your  misforT8Bea.«ad 
tlic  commencement  of  sttll  greater  happiness  than  you  enjoyed  at  Outuuess 
before  Gancin  quitted  you." 

Feinab  was  proceeding,  when  the  syndic  of  the  jewellers  arTi\-cd.  "  Madun,* 
said  he,  "  I  have  just  been  witness  to'a  very  affecting  spcct-icle.  It  U  a  jwcuj 
man  whom  a  camel-driver  has  brought  lo  the  hospt.)1  at  liogdad.  He  «m» 
fastened  with  cords  upon  the  camel,  not  having  sunicicnt  strength  to  luppon 
himself.  They  had  just  unbound  him,  and  were  about  to  carr>-  him  to  the  ho*- 
piial  as  I  passed.  1  approached  the  young  man  and  looked  at  hmi  attrntitiiy, 
and  it  struck  me  that  his  face  was  not  entirely  unknown  to  me.    1  asked  sobw 

3ue$tions  relative  lo  his  family,  but  I  could  not  draw  from  turn  any  other  annrer 
lan  sighs  and  tears.     I  took  ptty  on  him,  and  knowing,  fruni  tbc  hftbit  I  mtn  tn 
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fiftbtttoueof,  I  woukfnoi  luflTcr  him  toliclcft  ai  <win^  the 

T*****  in  which  the  lick  are  iilteniled  to  in  thost-  {iUi.ci,  uiiU  the  i;u;ap»Ctt7  Of 
1^  p|iy^(''i4n«s     1  ortler^d  him  to  be  t>rou(*h[  hither  by  tny  sUv-es,  wAto  tuve 
<  i.'unent,  anil  );iv<;n  hiiii  by  my  dc<»itc  lotne  of  my  awn 
.11  the  &amc  manner  as  I  thould  be  attended  niyscU.' 
iMcd  CM  norm);  this  relation,  and  felt  an  cmolinn  khc  could  not 
"  Show  me,"  uid  she  to  the  syndic,  "intuthe  sick  man's  dumber; 
-;  "     The  syndic  immediately  conducted  her  there,  and  whit«  she 
■  s  mother  said  to  Alcoluitib,  "iXli '  djui-hter.  honcvcr  mucr^tle 


I 


rr  may  he,  it  \s  mo^t  likely  that  your  unluppjr 
had  a  condition." 

'<  n  as  she  entered  the  sicic  man's  apMtment, 

Uasr  liad  placed  him.     She  iLin-  a  young 

j)aJe  and  di&h^red,  and  buthed  In  teara  : 


titc  ».;».. ^liK 

brother,  if  he  he  Mill  > 

The  favmjntc  cf  the  — ; 
■pIMtttched  the  bed  where  i 
■uiL  whose  eyes  went  cIo§': 

^Im  woked  at  htm  attentively,  tier  heart  palpitated,  ihc  lhoui;ht  ihc  diKorcrcd 
the  coontcnanrc  of  Cinan :  bm  then  diMruttcd  Ker  eyca.  If  in  wmc  rc«pccu 
ibt  found  .)  I  c  to  him  in  the  object  before  her,  in  others  he  appeared 

ID  dHlcrcnt,  .  'irti  not  Hatter  berscU  it  could  t>c  Gancni  whom  she  behdd. 

Not  being  abJ^:  lo  icii^t  her  dnire  of  bctnr  MtuSed  00  this  subject,  **  Cianem.*' 
aid  the.  Kith  a  [rembling  voke,  "ts  it  )-ou  fiee?*  At  tbeie  wonls  she  stopped, 
la  order  to^ivc  him  time  to  answer,  but  perceiving  that  he  remained  apparently 
iBMftiftile,  O  Gancm,  I  do  not  then  aadrcu  myself  to  you'  my  imagination, 
too  immi^y  impressed  with  your  imaze,  has  painted  the  deceitful  retenibunco  on 
dUs  itraitccr.     No  malady  could  renocr  the  son  of  Abou  Aibou  deaf  to  the  voice 


itf  Fetnabi"  At  the  narr^ 
aeid  tnmcd  hu  head  ' 
dM  lavwuite  of  th'>  - 
nitrartc  he  I 

iMlwwii     Fetnaii .;. — 
be  sliowed  siifnt  ol  rr 
tbe  siphf  (if  hct  rluml-' 

Thf 
her  hr  ,     .    I    I   .  , 

vr  I  ticfure  me,  or  wa 


"rib,  Cancm  (Cor  it  was  no  other)  raised  hts  eyes, 
person  whoaddreucd  him;  and  rccof;niur>s 
"^■''"•."  said  he,  "can  it  be  you?  It y  what 
-Jtts  of  joy  overpowered  him,  and  he 
.„:.-.  ilcw  to  his  assistanre;  but  as  soon  at 
syndic  bcftged  tbe  lady  to  retire,  feanng  lest 
.■ficni's  disorder. 

senses,  looked  around,  an  '  .v1i)( 

1 1  rd  he, "  where  are  you  ?   I  ■  i  pf»- 

It  only  an  iUtj*i»>n  ?■    "  No,  sir,"  uicl  the  s>'iwic. 


.  luon.  I  bem^  the  lady  to  retire,  but  you  shall  see  hir  as  soon  as 
you  arc  m  a  rnndition  to  bear  an  interview.  You  now  stand  in  i>ccd  of  repoise, 
and  Duthinz  mutt  prevent  jtxir  uldng  iL  Your  alUn  now  wear  a  much  better 
aspect,  for  I  believe  >'ou  to  tw:  the  same  Cancm  for  whom  the  CommaDdcr  of  tba 
Faithful  h.-is  caused  a  pardon  for  past  offences  to  be  proclaimed  in  BaxtUd.  B« 
Httsficd  for  the  prcMBt  with  tliis  tnicIlJeencc.  The  Ltdywho  has  just  oecn  with 
jrtH  win  to  duo  Umeffive  you  more  ample  informarioft  Think  of  nothinc  u  pre* 
eeot  but  the  re-establitV  '  -.  ^iir  health :  it  shall  be  ray  busirwss  todoency- 

thiiif  in  my  power  \n  towards  it."     When  he  bad  said  this,  be  wk 

Ctnam  10  his  repose.  .«•...  •-  ..  to  order  whatever  wu  noccisary  to  rcetore  hii 
ptRnph.  eihausied  as  lie  was  b\  want  and  fatigue. 
l>mo£  this  time,  Kcmab  was  m  tbe  apartment  of  Aloolomb  and  her  mmher, 
7%  nnrly  the  same  scene  pasted ;  for  when  Conem's  motber  beard  that  the 
Stran|;cr  whom  the  syndic  had  brnugbt  tn  hts  house  was  fTanrni  hitti>/-!f.  -^hc 
«as  so  o»cr]oved  that  she  aUo  fainted  away.    And  when  1!  ■ 
nf  Yt:'-'  i!i  .mil  the  i\ndi'.*'i  wtfc  had  broucht  her  to  herself, 
to  <t(  the  sjTidic.  who  arrived  durmu  thr 

El  I  ■'-,:  \\\\\  <^.inon  was  so  wriW  -^r^n  m-. 

le  wuuUl  ^N  t  t.d.*i>t..  J  <  "hincneti 

dhi^l  u(a  beluvcd  moL  nwft  OOC^ 
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for  ihe  5>ndic  to  tise  any  stronger  arguments  to  penuade  the  mother  of  Guoo 
to  desist  from  Iier  purjK>sc.  Femab  now  exclaimed,  *  Bleised  be  Heaven  for 
bringing  us  loyrthcr  in  the  same  pUce !  I  shall  now  return  to  the  palace,  ind 
Acquaint  the  caliph  with  these  events,  and  to-morrow  morning  I  will  be  with  yoo 
agaia"    She  then  embraced  the  mother  and  daughter,  and  went  away. 

\i  soon  as  she  amvcd  at  the  palace,  she  demanded  a  private  audience  of  the 
caliph,  which  she  instantly  obtained.  She  was  introduced  into  the  prince's  cabinet, 
where  he  was  alone.  She  immediately  threw  herself  at  his  feet,  bowing  her  head 
to  the  ground,  according  lo  the  usu.ii  custom.  He  desired  her  to  rise  and  be 
Mated,  and  then  asked  her  if  she  had  heard  anythiog  of  Ganem.  **  Coninuoder 
of  the  Faithful,"  said  she,  "  I  have  succeeded  so  well  as  lo  have  found  him.  and 
his  mother  and  sister  also,"  The  caliph  was  curious  to  icnow  hnw  she  could  have 
discovered  them  in  so  shon  a  time.  She  saiishcd  his  curiosity,  and  spoke  to 
handsomely  of  ihc  mother  of  Ganetn  and  of  Alcolomt^  thai  be  had  a  great  desire 
lo  see  ihcni,  as  well  as  the  youn^  merchant. 

If  Haroun  Alraschid  was  at  times  violent,  and  allowed  himself  to  be  canied 
away  by  the  heat  of  passion  to  commit  acts  of  cruelty,  yet  he  was  in  his  naitire 
the  most  equiuble  and  generous  prince  alive  as  soon  as  his  anger  was  appeased, 
and  he  became  sensible  of  his  injustice,  Deing  convinced  that  he  had  unjustly 
persecuted  Ganem  and  his  family,  and  thai  he  had  publicly  injured  them,  he  n- 
solved  upon  giWng  ihem  public  satisfaction.  "  1  am  delighted,"  said  be  to  Fetoats 
"  that  you  have  been  so  fortunate  in  making  this  discovery ;  1  am  rejoiced  at  ic 
less  on  >*our  accotmt  than  on  my  own.  I  will  punctually  keep  the  promise  I  have 
given  you  :  you  shall  marr)'  Gancm  ;  and  I  declare  that  from  this  moment  you 
arc  no  longer  my  slave,  you  are  now  free.  Return  to  the  young  merchant .  and 
as  soon  as  his  health  is  re-established  bring  him  to  me,  widi  his  mother  and  sister." 

Feinab  did  not  fail,  verj'  early  the  next  mfiming.  to  repair  lo  the  ^'  "f'  -  •  -he 
iewcUers,  impatient  to  learn  the  slate  of  Ganeni's  health,  and  to  cw  xo 

the  mother  and  daughter  the  good  fortune  which  awaited  them.  TIvl  ..i...  ,~ .  ^.oo 
she  met  was  the  syndic,  who  told  her  that  Gancm  had  passed  a  vciy  good  n^hi ; 
that  as  his  disorder  arose  entirely  from  melancholy,  tuid  the  cause  ms  now  n- 
moved,  he  would  very  st»on  recover. 

The  son  of  Abou  Aibou  was  in  reality  much  better.  Repose^  the  cxccflaBt 
remedies  he  had  taken,  and,  more  than  all,  the  effect  produced  on  his  mind  by 
(he  happy  cKinge  in  his  situation,  were  so  efficacious,  that  the  s>'TKJic  wu  of 
opinion  tie  michi  with  safety  sec  his  mother,  sister,  and  mistress,  provided  he  was 
prepared  for  tlie  interview ;  for  it  was  much  to  l>c  feared,  that,  being  wholly  tgnv 
rant  of  the  arrival  of  his  mother  and  sister  at  Bagdad,  his  surprise  and  )oy  at  the 
sight  of  them  might  be  aiiended  with  bad  consequences.  It  wa»  dderraiiKd. 
ihcfcfurc,  that  Fetnab  should  first  enlcr  Gancm 's  apartment  alone,  and  shovld 
make  a  sign  to  the  two  other  ladies  to  enter  when  she  judged  it  proper. 

Tilings  oeing  thus  arranged,  Fetnab  was  introduced  by  the  syndic  to  th«  sick 
man,  who  was  so  overjoyed  at  the  sight  of  her  as  again  lo  be  very  near  ^intix^. 
•'  Well,  Ganem,""  said  she,  approaching  his  bed,  "  you  sec  your  Fcinab  again, 
whom  you  imagined  to  be  lost  to  you  for  ever."  "  Ah  !  madam,"  imerruptoa  he 
eagerly,  "by  what  miracle  do  you  again  bless  my  sight  ?  I  thought  jxMi  KmI  beeft 
in  the  palace  of  the  caliph  :  no  doubt  the  pnnce  has  listened  to  you  ;  you  hav* 
done  away  his  suspicions,  and  are  restored  to  his  atfcctioa"*  "Yes,  ray  detf 
Oancm,''  replied  Fetnab,  "  I  am  justified  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commander  of  At 
FaiUifut,  who  in  order  to  repair  the  evils  he  has  made  you  sustain,  bcMOws  kk 
fin  you  in  marriage"  The  last  words  gave  Gancm  such  cxlreme  debght  as  to 
make  him  incapable  at  first  of  manifesting  his  joy  otJicrwise  than  by  thr-  cTpre v 
sive  and  tender  silence  so  well  kno\m  to  lovers.  Uut  he  at  ! 
••  Ah  I  beautiful  Fetnab,*' he  exclaimed,  "  may  I  give  credit  to  ■-.  . 
Can  1  believe  that  the  caliph  really  gives  you  up  to  the  son  of  jUmu  AUxh  I  * 
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*Ko(Un{  ii  more  certain,"  replied  ihc  lady ;  "  this  prioce,  who  was  lately  so 
dainmt  to  take  away  vaur  life,  and  who,  in  his  anger,  has  made  your  mother  and 
tiler  nfler  a  thousand  indignities,  now  wishes  to  &ee  you,  in  order  to  reward  the 
tipecl  you  have  &hou-n  towards  him  :  and  there  is  nodouht  of  his  giving  ample 
Pnuof  his  kindness  to  your  whole  family." 

Gacm  desired  to  know  in  what  manner  the  caliph  had  ill  treated  his  mother 
Id  liner,  which  Felimb  immcdiaiely  related  to  hiin.  He  could  not  hear  so  sad 
*llBry  without  tears,  notwithstanding  the  happy  state  of  his  mind  from  the  recent 
cVBnnnication  of  his  approaching  marriage  with  his  bcluvcd  mistress.  Rut  when 
Ftlub  tokl  bim  ihev  Mere  actually  .it  Baj^dad,  and  moreover  in  the  same  house 
*Titi  liim.  he  showetf  such  exlrcme  iiniwitirnce  to  sec  them,  tliat  Fclnab  could  no 
^«l^  delay  tlie  graiilioiiion  he  so  anxiously  wished.  She  immediately  railed 
them  ;  they  were  at  the  door,  waiting  the  happy  moment.  They  entered,  ran  to- 
«vds  (iancm,  and  embracing  him  by  turns,  kissed  him  again  and  again.  How 
■my  were  the  tears  shed  in  the  midst  of  these  embraces  I  (Janem's  counie- 
■miw,  as  well  as  tliat  of  his  mother  and  sister,  was  bedewed  with  them ;  Fcinab 
'  I'C  abundantly  ;  ct-en  the  syndic  and  his  wife  were  unable  to  refrain  at  so 
.:  a  spectacle ;  nor  could  they  enough  admire  the  secret  ways  of  Pro\'i- 
"r:icc«  which  had  thus  brought  together  four  perwns  whom  fortune  had  so 
ondly  aeparated. 

After  tney  had  niped  away  their  tears.  Ganem  again  caused  them  to  flow  hj' 
4e  accooni  he  gave  of  all  he  had  stiifered,  from  the  day  he  left  Fetnab  to  the 
iRttnt  when  the  s>'ndic  had  brouj^ht  him  to  his  house.  He  told  them  that, 
Wing  taken  refuge  in  a  small  village,  he  had  there  fallen  ill ;  that  some  chari- 
tiUr  peasants  had  taken  care  of  him  ;  but  as  he  cxtiibited  no  signs  of  recovery, 
^■asgtveD  iochargetoa  camel-driver  to  be  convcvcd  lo  the  hospital  at  Bagdad, 
rtlttab  also  recounted  the  inconveniences  she  had  sustamcd  in  her  firison,  and 
a*  Accident  of  the  caliph's  overhearing  her  in  Uic  tower,  and  of  his  sending  for 
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her  into  his  cabinet-  not  omilttn?  the  convenation  which  mtoccd  ber  to  Uft 
good  opinion.  At  lost,  when  ihcy  h.id  all  informed  each  other  <rf  wfajttevtr  hid 
respectively  befallen  ihcm,  "Let  us  ihank  Heaven,"  said  Fctnab,"for  h*flif 
thus  united  us,  and  think  only  of  the  happiness  that  now  awaits  us.  As  SOOB  ■ 
Ganem's  health  is  re-established,  it  will  be  necessary  for  him  to  appetu  hdm$ 
the  caliph  with  his  mother  and  sister;  but  as  ihey  arc  not  at  present  uiAcnaAAn 
to  make  a  suitable  appearance,  I  must  undertake  to  remove  this  obiUClibaMi 
therefore  beg  you  will  excuse  me  for  a  moment.'' 

Sayinf;  these  words  she  left  the  room,  and  went  immediately  to  Ae  pilMXr 
whence  she  soon  returned  to  the  s)-ndic's  bouse  with  another  purse  coiitamiq|4 
thousand  pieces  of  gold.  She  gave  it  to  the  s)'ndic.  begging  him  to  purchase  proper 
dresses  for  jVlculomb  and  her  mother.  Tlie  syndic,  who  was  aman  of  great  ttfic, 
chose  vcr>-  elegant  materials,  and  had  them  made  up  with  all  possible  capoiuioK. 
They  were  ready  in  three  days,  and  Cinem.  finding  himself  sunicicntly  fccorccd, 
prepared  for  the  important  viiiit.  Ituc  on  the  day  which  he  had  tixtd  upos  la 
attend  the  caliph,  as  he,  his  mother,  and  sister,  were  making  the  Dcecsun 
prepaTation&,  the  grand  vizier  Giafar  arrived  at  the  house  of  the  syndic. 

The  minister  was  on  horseback,  attended  by  a  long  train  of  oAcsr&  *  My 
lord,"  said  he  to  Gancm,  as  he  entered,  "  J  come  from  the  Cammaikder  of  Ae 
Faithful,  your  master  and  mine  ;  the  commission  vrith  which  1  oin  now  eniraled 
is  very  dilTercnt  from  lliat  which  I  do  not  wish  to  call  to  your  ranembnnctL  1 
am  ordered  tu  accompany  and  present  you  to  the  cahph,  who  much  wuba  to  Ml 
you."  Ganein  replied  to  the  civilities  of  the  grand  vi/icr  only  by  a  profouad  to* 
clination  of  his  head  ;  he  then  mounted  a  horse  uhich  had  been  brougbl  for  fais 
from  the  stables  of  the  caliph,  in  the  management  of  which  he  showed  very  grcBt 
dexterity  and  grace.  The  mother  and  daughter  were  placed  on  mules  faraoKht 
from  the  palace ;  and  whilst  Fetnab.  mounted  also  on  a  mule,  proceeded  wSA 
them  to  the  residence  of  the  caliph  by  a  private  way,  Giafar  conducted  Quitm 
by  anultier  road,  and  introduced  him  to  the  hall  of  audience^ 

When  the  grand  vi:ier  had  brought  Gancm  to  the  foot  of  the  thmne,  ibeyoBaK 
merchant  made  his  obeisance  by  thro^^1n^  himself  with  his  face  to  the  ^raondt 
then  rising,  he  addressed  an  elegant  compliment,  in  verse,  to  the  caliph,  wl&fti 
though  composed  at  the  moment,  gained  the  applause  of  the  whole  coun.  When 
he  had  finished  his  speech,  the  caliph  desired  nim  to  approach,  and  said.  "  ]  aai 
most  happy  to  see  you,  and  shall  be  giad  to  learn  from  yourself  wbetv  you  ftmaA 
my  favourite,  and  all  that  you  have  done  to  serve  her."  Gancm  ober^d.  aad 
appeared  to  sjx;ak  so  entirely  without  disguise,  that  the  caliph  was  coctvinoBd  of 
bis  sincerity.  The  prince  ordered  a  very  rich  robe  to  be  prcwnied  to  hfan,  ac- 
cording to  the  custom  alw.iys  observed  towards  those  to  whom  audienoi  is  gjwa. 
He  then  said,  "  G.inem,  I  much  wish  you  to  remain  in  my  court."  "  CoomiaBdv 
of  the  Faithful,"  replied  the  young  merchant,  "the  shivc  has  no  other  will  tfaaa 
that  of  his  master,  on  whom  his  life  and  fortune  depend."  The  caliph  was  «cB 
satisfied  with  Gancm's  answer,  and  ga\-c  him  a  large  pension.  After  tbiSi  ike 
prince  descended  from  his  throne,  and  ordcnng  Ganem  and  tbej^rand  vkcieroalir 
to  follow  him,  he  entered  his  own  apartment. 

As  he  did  not  doubt  that  Fetnab  wa^  at  the  palace  with  the  widow  and  daugbcr 
of  Abou  Aibou,  he  ordered  ihem  to  be  introduced.  They  prosinted  theniMh«s 
before  him.  He  desired  them  to  rise,  and  was  so  struclc  with  the  beauty  d 
Alcolomb,  that,  after  having  looked  .it  her  with  great  attentiun,  he  said.  "  I  am 
so  much  concerned  at  havmg  treated  your  charms  so  unwonhdy.  that  I  ikilA 
Some  reparation  due  to  them,  which  may  exceed  the  oflTenre  I  have  commined. 
I  take  you  for  my  wife,  and  by  that  means  I  shall  punish  /*  '  \o  will  thn 

become  the  remote  cau^e  of  your  happiness,  as  she  has  Ix"  -^isforfac*. 

This  is  not  all,"  added  he,  turning  towar^U  the  motherof  Cun-n  --.idim. 

are  still  young,  and  will  not  disdain  :in  alliance  with  my  grand  ^  ■r\:<i 
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10  Giafiv ;  and  you,  Fetnab,  to  Oanpm.  Let  a  radi  <ind  witnesses  be  brougbt 
Jiitbert4ncl  let  the  three  contracts  be  immediately  drawn  up  and  signed."  Oanem 
iiqircsenied  to  ibe  caliph  that  his  sister  n'ould  be  too  much  honoured  in  being 
naked  among  the  number  of  his  favourites  \  but  Uie  prince  was  deterauned  to 
warty  bcr. 

After  Scbefaerazadi  had  finished  the  history  of  Ganem,  the  sonof  AbouAibou. 
Sultan  of  the  Indies  expressed  how  mucti  pleasure  he  had  received  from  the 

lion.    "  Sire."  said  the  sultana,  "  since  this  history  has  amused  you,  I  burably 

enlreat  that  your  majesty  would  listen  to  one  of  Pnncc  Zeyn  Alasnara  and  the 
King  of  ike  Genii ;  you  will  not  be  less  satined  with  iL"  Schahriar  consented; 
but  as  the  day  began  to  dawn,  it  was  deferred  to  the  following  night.  The 
sultana  then  began  as  follows. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  PRINCE  ZEYN  ALASNAM  AND  OF  THE 
KING  OF  THE  GENII. 

HERE  was  formerly  a  King  of  Balsora  who  possessed  immense 
riches,  and  was  grcady  bdoved  by  liis  subjects  ;  but  he  had  no 
children,  and  this  caused  him  great  afHtction.  All  the  holy  men 
of  his  kingdom  were  engjiged  by  very  considerable  dorutions  to 
petition  Heaven  to  grant  him  a  son  ;  nor  were  their  prayers  in- 
effectual :  the  queen  became  in  due  lime  the  mother  of  a  prince, 
who  was  named  Zeyn  Absnam.  which  means  the  Beauty  of  Sutues. 
I'hc  king  called  an  assembly  of  all  the  astrologers  in  his  king- 
dom, and  ordered  them  to  calculate  the  nativity  of  his  child.    TTiey 
discovered  by  their  observations  that  his  life  would  be  long  :  that 
he  would  be  of  a  firm  and  courageous  temper ;  but  that  he  would 
need  alt  his  courage  to  sustain  with  fortitude  the  c\ils  that  threa- 
tened him.  The  king  was  not  disconcerted  at  this  prediction.  "  iMy 
son,"  said  he,  "  will  have  no  reason  to  complain,  since  he  will  pos- 
sess  courage  :    it  is  good  for  princes  to  experience   misfortune. 
Adversity  purines  virtue ;  it  makes  them  the  better  acquainted  with 
d»e  duties  of  govcmmenL" 

Hanng  rewarded  the  astrologers,  he  dsmisscd  them.  The  young  prince  was 
bmtgfat  up  with  all  the  care  imaginable;  masters  of  every  sort  were  provided. 
as  soon  as  he  was  of  an  age  to  prolit  by  their  instructions.  It  was,  in  short,  the 
dKamined  purpose  of  his  father  to  give  to  the  world  3  prince  completely 
accomplished,  when  the  good  king  was  very  suddenly  .iiucked  by  an  incurable 
^JtM^f.  Perceiving  himself  on  his  death-bed,  he  called  hLs  son  to  his  side, 
wbean  he  reconuncnded,  among  other  thmgs,  to  make  himself  beloved  rather 
tlcui  feared  b>'  his  people ;  never  to  lend  an  ear  to  flatterers ;  and  to  be  equally 
llov  in  rcvaraing  as  in  punishing,  since  it  frequently  happened  that  kings, 
ndaoed  by  £Use  appearances^  heaped  benefits  on  the  bad,  and  oppressed  vxt 

Prttice  Zeyn,  immediAtely  on  the  king's  death,  clothed  himself  in  mourning, 
wUcb  be  continued  to  we^ir  for  seven  d.-iys.  On  the  eighth,  he  ascended  the 
dKttoCf  removed  his  father's  seal  Irom  the  royal  treasury,  and  put  his  own  in  its 
places  and  began  to  t.aste  all  the  sweets  of  empire.  The  pleasure  of  seeing  his 
covuen  bend  before  him,  to  behold  them  engaged  in  no  other  study  than  to 
prove  thdr  obedience  and  zeal — in  one  word,  the  charms  of  sovereign  power 
ud  akea  6rm  possession  of  his  mind.  He  thought  only  of  the  duties  which 
his  lubjecti  owed  him.  without  reflecting  on  the  important  ones  which  they  had 
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a.  right  to  claim  in  return.  He  eavc  himself  little  concern  about  the  amin 
of  government,  but  plunj^cd  into  all  sorf^  of  debauchery  with  a  set  of  vohpcogei 
young  men.  on  whom  be  conferred  all  (he  tint  offices  of  the  state.  .\*  nevu 
naturally  prodigal,  and  put  no  restraint  whatever  upon  his  bounties,  it  sota 
followca  that  wumen  and  favourites  had  inscn&iblv  extiausted  hts  treasum. 
The  queen  his  mother,  who  was  a  princess  01*  great  uisdom  and  pmdeace. 
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attempted,  though  unsuccessfully,  to  check  the  libcitine  f 
son,  by  representing  to  him  that  unlc£$  he  soon  change<t 
not  only  dissipate  his  riches,  but  completely  alien^itc  the  .1  . 
and  bring  on  a  revolution,  which  might  cost  him  both  his  cro^v : 
she  predicted  had  nearly  taken  place:  the  people  began  to  mi 
government;  and  their  murmurs  would  have  infaHibly  produced  a  geoml 
if  the  queen  had  not  had  Utc  address  to  prevent  it ;  but  this  princess,  inC 
of  the  unhappy  sute  of  affairs,  admonished  the  king  of  it  in  such  serioai 
that  he  at  last  allowed  himself  to  be  convinced.     He  dismissed  his 
companions  from  all  share  in  the  ministry,  and  supplied  tlieir  places  by  afiT 
old  men,  who  knew  how  to  keep  his  subjects  within  their  duty. 

In  the  nieanttrae,  finding  all  his  riches  disMpated,  he  began  to  repent 
had  made  no  better  use  of  them.     He  fell  into  a  profoutKl  melanchol] 
nothing  could  divert;  when  one  night  an  old  man  appeared  to  him  in  1 
and  ad\*ancing  towards  him  with  a  smiling  countenance,  addressed 
follows;  *'  Know,  O  Zeyn,  that  there  is  no  sorrow^  which  may  not  be 
by  joy;  no  misfortune  but  what  may  draw  happiness  in  its  train.     If  ytw 
to  sec  tlie  end  of  jour  affliction,  arise,  depart  for  Eg)pt,  \1%H  Cairo,  where 
fortune  attends  yiiu." 

The  prince,  when  he  awoke,  was  much  struck  with  this  dicam.     He 
it  very  seriously  to  the  queen  his  mother,  who  was  disposed  to  treat  it  lot 
'•  You  would  not  surety,  my  son,"  said  she,  "  travel  to  Egypt  on  the  faith 
ilreani.'*    "And  why  not,  madam?"  replied  Zeyn;  "do  you  ima. 
dreams  are  mere  chimeras,  or  casual  impressions  on  the  brain? 
assured  some  of  them  are  of  an  imiKirtant  and  mysterious  nature.     Mjr 
ceptors  have  related  to  me  a  thousand  histories  which  do  not  allow  inc  tAj" 
of  it.     Besides,  even  if  I  were  not  persuaded  of  this,  I  could  not  «v( 
attention  to  my  own  dream.    The  old  man  who  appeared  to  me  bore' 
marks  of  something  supernatural;  he  was  not  one  of  those  whom  age" 
renders  respectable ;  there  was  1  know  not  what  air  of  dinnit)-  diffused 
whole  person.     He  was,  in  short,  precisely  such  as  our  great  Fropbet  is 


sentcd :  and,  if  you  wish  that  I  should  %\\z  you  my  opinion.  I  believe  that 

'  ed  by  my  griefc,  wishes  to  alfcvi 
to  put  a  full  reliance  in  the  hopes  he  has  inspired  me  with;  I  confide 


he  himself,  who,  touched  by  my  griefc,  wishes  to  alfcviitc  them.     I  am 


promises,  and  am  resoI\"cd  to  obey  his  voice."   Tlic  queen  attempted  to  dH 
nim  from  his  purpose,  but  was  unable  to  succeed.    The  prince,  having  ! 
her  the  care  of  his  kingdom,  quitted  the  palace  one  night  very  secretly,  atid 
the  road  to  Cairo  unaccomp-micd  by  any  one. 

After  sustaining  much  pain  and  fatigue,  he  arri^xd  at  this  famous  city, 
which,  either  in  extent  or  beauty,  few  can  compare.  He  alighted  at  the  dc 
a  mosoue,  where,  tinding  himself  overcome  with  weariness,  he  lav  down  to 
Scarcely  liad  he  fallen  asleep  when  he  saw  the  same  old  man,  wtio  said  to 
"  O  my  son,  I  am  fully  satisfied  with  you.  You  have  relied  on  my  words. 
haire  arrived  hither  without  suffering  the  length  or  difficulties  of  the 
abate  your  resolution ;  hot  leam  that  I  have  engaged  you  in  this  long  _  ^^ 
merely  to  prove  vou.  I  see  that  vou  hsve  courage  and  firmness.  You  duervi 
to  be  rendered  the  most  rich  ana  happy  prince  in  the  whole  woHd.  Refurs  t> 
Balsont ;  you  will  find  in  yoar  palace  immense  riches,  such  as  do  kios  hai  c«v 
possessed." 


The  prince  was  by  no  means  satisfied  with  this  dream.    "  Alas  I "  said  he  to 

himself  Aficr  he  awoke,  "  how  great  is  my  error !  this  old  man,  whom  I  believed 
lo  be  our  venerable  Prophet,  is  noihinK  'ben  but  the  creature  of  a  troubled 
inu^nation.  Having  had  my  fancy  so  much  posseted  vnxh  him,  ii  is  not 
voaderfitl  that  1  should  sec  tiim  a  second  time.  I  will  return  to  llalsom,  for 
what  should  I  do  here  any  longer:  I  am  glad,  however,  that  I  did  not  com- 
DDuiucate  to  any  one  but  my  mother  ttie  occasion  of  my  journey.  Were  it 
kaown,  I  should  become  the  mockery  of  niv  people." 

He  then  retoolt  the  road  to  Balsora ;  and  .15  soon  as  he  was  arrived  there,  the 
queen  asked  him  if  he  relumed  contented.  He  related  to  her  e\-erytlnng  tliat 
had  happened,  and  appeared  so  much  mortilied  at  having  »hown  himself  so 
Ocdolous,  that  this  pnncess,  instead  of  increasing  his  ciugrin  by  raillcr)'  or 
leprcKaches,  endeavoured  to  console  him.  "Cease  to  afflict  yourself,  my  son," 
iht  said  to  him ;  "  if  God  destines  you  riches,  you  will  acquire  them  without 
dfon:  all  that  1  ha\'e  to  recommend  to  you  is  to  be  ^nmious.  Renounce  the 
Tim  delights  of  dancmg,  of  music,  and  of  purple-coloured  wine.  Fly  these 
desiruclivc  pleasures ;  tbc>'  have  already  nearly  ruined  you.  Strive  rather  to 
Tender  your  subjects  happy :  in  eflectinji  their  good,  you  will  secure  your  own." 

Zeyn  pn>iesicd  that  in  future  he  would  follow  the  counsels  of  his  mother  and 
of  tnoftc  sage  viziers  whom  he  had  made  choice  of  lo  sustain  the  weight  of 
pvemmenL  In  the  first  night,  howe\'cr,  after  his  return  to  his  palace,  he 
again,  for  the  third  lime,  saw  the  old  man  in  a  dream,  who  said  10  him. 
"Valiant  Zeyn,  the  time  of  your  prosperity  is  at  length  arrived.  To-morrow 
DQRiing,  ax  so^in  as  ynu  rise,  take  a  pickaxe  and  dig  with  it  in  the  cabinet  of 
Ae  iltT^TTd  king ;  you  will  there  discover  a  great  treasure." 
Tht  prince  was  no  sooner  awake  than  he  arose  from  his  bed,  and  running  to 
Squeen't  apartment,  related  10  her  with  earnestness  the  dream  he  hiid  jtut 
"  Really,  son,"  said  the  nueen,  smiling,  "  this  is  a  most  obstiaite  old  iniin ; 
its  not  content  n-ith  havmg  acccivcd  you  twice  ;  are  you  in  a  humour  to  trust 
again  f ''  "  No,  madam,"  replied  Zcyn,  "  1  believe  nothing  of  wliat  he  has 
lud  to  me  ;  but  still  from  curiosity  I  am  anxious  to  pay  a  visit  to  my  father's 
cabinet,"  "Oh  1  I  doubt  it  not  in  the  least,''  exclaimed  the  queen  in  a  fit  of 
Itttghter.  "  Go,  my  son,  satisfy  yourself:  it  is  a  great  comfort  to  me  that  your 
4ent  adventure  is  not  altogether  so  fatiguing  as  a  journey  to  Eg>'pt." 
'Well,  madam,"  replied  the  king,  "I  must  confess  to  you  that  this  third 
has  re\-ived  my  confidence ;  it  is  so  evidently  connected  with  tlie  two 
ones.  For  let  us  examine  all  the  words  of  the  old  man.  He  first  com- 
—*««***«<  me  to  go  to  Egypt :  he  there  told  me  that  he  had  ordered  me  to  take 
the  ^Mimcy  merely  to  give  proof  of  my  courage  and  resolution.  '  Return,'  said 
he, '  then,  to  lialsora  ;  it  is  there  that  you  will  discover  treasures.*  >le  has  this 
wight  pointed  out  to  mc  the  precise  spot  where  thc>'  are.  In  these  three  dreams 
ikiae  is,  as  it  appears  to  me,  a  manifest  unity  of  design ;  they  have  nothing 
nevDCal  about  uicm  :  not  a  single  circumstance  to  create  cmbartassmeni. 
Tney  may  indeed  be  wholly  visionarj' ;  but  I  would  rather  make  a  useless  search, 
lltin  have  occasion  to  reproach  mysdf  all  my  hfe  fur  having,  it  may  be,  failed  of 
obtaining  great  riche*  wscause  I  chose  to  mdtilge  myself,  ver>-  unad*-isedly,  in 
the  pride  of  disbelief." 

Having  thus  spoken,  he  left  tlie  queen's  apartment,  and  being  provided  with 
a  proper  instmment,  entered  alone  mio  the  cibinet  of  the  deceased  king.     He 
diatdy  began  his  work,  and  raised  more  th.-m  half  the  squares  of  the  pave- 
without  perceivmg  the  least  appearance  of  treasure.      He  left  off  for  a 
\t  to  rest  himsell,  saying  in  his  heart,  "  I  extremely  fear  that  my  mother 
have  reason  to  laugh  at  mc."    However,  he  resumed  his  courage  and  con- 
Ms  labour.     He  had  no  cause  to  repent :  discovering  on  a  sudden  a  white 
noe,  be  eagerly  raised  it.  and  found  bcncaih  it  a  door,  secured  by  a  steel 


padlock.  He  broke  this  with  the  instrument  in  his  tund,  and  vpened  the  daot, 
under  which  wis  a  sULrca$c  of  wlute  mArble.  With  the  aid  uf  a  waa  taper, 
which  he  then  ]t}>htcd,  he  descended  by  the  staircase  into  a  chamber  inlaid  oiA 
porcelain  of  Chin.i,  hAvini*  its  ceiling  and  Root  uf  oystul.  Bui  vhat  partkvlail; 
seized  his  atieniion  were  Tour  shelves,  upon  every  one  of  which  were  ten  amsi 
porphvrj'.  He  supposed  them  to  be  full  of  \i-ine.  "  Good/'  wyi  he,  **  this  wise 
must  Sc  verv  old,  and  I  doubt  not  is  excellent"  He  appro.ichcd  one  of  the  tnu 
and  took  oft  the  lid,  when  with  equal  surprise  and  joy  he  observed  the  vcMclta 
be  full  of  gold.  He  examined  all  tlie  ums  on  the  four  shelves  one  after  aaoAer, 
and  found  them  full  of  sequins.  He  took  a  handful  of  them,  which  be  carried  U 
the  queen. 

This  princess  felt  all  the  astonishment  tliat  may  be  imagined  wbea  ifae  htui 
the  king's  account  of  what  he  had  seetL  **  Oh,  my  son,"  she  exclaiined»*ttkt 
care  not  to  dissipate  these  riches  in  that  inconsiderate  manner  in  which  yoatett 
already  wasted  the  royal  treasure;  let  not  your  enemies  have  so  fair  an  occarioa 
to  exult."  "  \o,  mad.im,"  replied  Zeyn  ;  "  I  shall  hereafter  live  in  a  manner  thai 
will  not  displease  you." 

The  queen  rcaucstcd  of  the  king  her  son  to  conduct  her  to  this  astooialnag 
vauh,  which  her  departed  husband  had  caused  to  be  made  so  very  Mcretly,  ifaa: 
she  had  never  heard  of  it,  or  entertained  a  suspicion  of  its  existence.  Zm 
accompanied  her  to  the  cabinet,  and  having  assisted  her  in  detccndtag  ne 
marble  staircase,  led  her  to  the  apartment  which  contained  the  um&.  She 
observed  everything  wiili  an  eye  of  extreme  curiosity,  and  remarked  in  a  coracr 
of  the  room  a  smalT  uni  of  the  same  materials  as  the  rest,  whidi  the  prince  htd 
not  seen.  He  then  took  it  in  his  hand,  and  having  opened  it,  found  visfain  a 
small  golden  key.  "  My  son/*  said  the  queen  to  him,  **  this  in  without  doubt  titt 
key  ol  some  new  treasure.  Let  us  search  diligently,  and  if  possible  discover  tht 
use  for  which  it  is  intended.** 

They  examined  the  room  with  the  greatest  attention,  and  at  length  dttcot-cred, 
in  the  middle  of  one  of  the  panels  of  the  wainscot,  a  lock,  which  they  ixnnfr- 
diately  supposed  was  that  to  which  the  key  belonged.  The  kmg  did  not  dciay 
to  msJce  tn.il  of  it,  when  the  door  opened  in  an  itistant,  and  another  anartmoa 
presented  itself  to  their  view,  in  the  middle  of  which  were  nine  pvdc&tab  o( 
massive  gold,  eight  of  which  supported  each  a  statue  made  of  a  single  diuBOaA 
the  splendour  of  which  was  so  great  as  completely  to  illumin-ite  the  rooin. 

"C5  heavens:"  cried  Zeyn,  extremely  surprised.  '*  where  could  my  fiufae 
possibly  find  an)'thiDg  so  rare  and  beautiful  as  these  statues?"  Tb«  ntatb 
pedestal  increased  his  astonishment ;  for  above  it  was  placed  a  piece  of  ^Om 
satin  on  which  were  written  these  words  :  "  My  son,  to  acquire  tbcM  dgk 
sutues  has  been  a  work  of  great  labour ;  but  beautiful  as  they  may  tippoa, 
know  that  there  is  in  the  world  a  ninth  statue,  which  grcady  excels  tbcm ;  it  ii 
in  itself  of  a  thous.ind  limes  greater  value  than  all  you  behold.  If  you  wishtD 
make  yourself  master  of  it,  repair  to  the  city  of  Cairo,  in  Egvpt,  where  resitei 
one  of  my  old  slaves  called  Mobarec ;  you  will  have  no  trouble  in  findii^  hte; 
the  first  person  you  meet  vii]  inform  you  of  his  abode.  Go  to  him  and  teOhiB 
what  has  happened.  He  will  know  you  to  be  my  son,  and  m11  conduct  you  to 
the  place  where  this  mar\-cUous  statue  is  to  be  found,  and  instruct  yon  how  to 
obtain  it  with  safety." 

The  prince,  after  having  read  these  words,  said  to  the  queen,  "I  am  very 
desirous  to  obtain  this  ninth  statue  :  it  must  be  a  piece  of  unneard-of  exctrUenoe, 
since  all  these  together  do  not  equal  it  in  \-alue.  I  am  resoh-c*!  io  «^  off  far 
Grand  Cairo ;   nor  do  1  believe,  madam,  that  )-ou  will  wish  lu  •■  '    ^ 

my  purpose."     "  .No,  son,"  replied  the  queen.  "  I  have  holhir .,  a 

are  e\'iaently  under  the  dircciion  of  our  great  Trophct,  who  wiii  not  ^rm::  you 
to  perish  in  the  joumc)*.     Depart  wlien  you  please;  I  and  your  vLuerswil^Ja 
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'Abicao-  nf  public  Jifiairs."    The  prince  ordi-  ;iiipagc  to 

|(ot  in  rr-i  -  wt  oflf  wiib  only  a  few  slaves,  not  ch^  .f  cracum* 

'  with  ;i  rrtinuc. 

'He  puni)>  ncy  wiihoui  any  diuupccftble  accident,  and  in  due  time 

^nivea  St  Cairo,  wdcrc  lie  inquired  aficr  Mobarcc     He  lcamc<t  th.it  the  pcrtiin 

iriiiam  bo  KMiKht  was  one  n(  the  richest  men  of  the  place,  that  he  lived   in  the 

Style  nfll  peat  ni.>l>)cmaa»  and  that  his  bouse  wo-i  cunsLinily  fpcn.  particularly 

lo  itssuien,    Zeyn  requested  of  tome  one  id  condtx  i  hmi  thiilitr.    He  Icnockecl 

.  ih*  door,  which  wa^.  '-r^v— '  hv  a  itUt<e,  who  dr^ired  lo  kno»   ' ■    .ind 

**Iam  a  str.i  l  cd  the  prince,  "and  hAvinj;  he..'  ihe 

lity  of  >•"'"■  rn-  ,;^., j_icc,  am  come  to  take  up  my  ah-. iim." 

riave  Tf.  '  '.-n  to  wait  a  momcnl  while  he  wcoi  to  spcaJc  to  hii  master, 

vlu)  immcttj -. mod  the  fttraneer  tu  be  adimtted.     The  kUve  relumed  tu 

the  door  to  amaxt  Ibt  prince  of  hit  being  vakoiac^ 

Zeyo  then  proceeded  to  enter  the  house,  and  haraiir  craned  a  largt  court, 
paanBd  into  a  hall  nuKT^iriccnily  nmAmentcd,  where  Moharer,  who  was  waitiotf 
tor  him,  ftctivcd  him  with  iimrh  ctvilily,  4ml  ihanLcd  turn  for  (he  honour  be  did 
Man  in  talcini;  a  Iodine  :tt  \\f>  h<ni%e.  Tlie  princet  after  having  replied  to  tills 
<«npiinkent.addfeMea  Kim  av  fifllou^:  **  In  me  you  behold  (he  Ma  of  the  late 
Ktaf  of  Balsovs;  my  same  in  Alasnam."  "Thu  Idng,"  uiri  Mr^iarec,  **<tn» 
fcnwsili  ny  nwiter;  but.  sir,  I  never  knew  that  he  had  a  ton.  How  old  ai« 
yon?*  "  I  am  twenty  years  of  age,"  replied  the  nnnce.  "  Huw  lone  it  it  smcn 
«w  quitted  my  bithcr's  court  ?"  "  Nearly  two  and  twenty  years,"  said  Mobarec : 
^bot  how  will  yuu  aMure  kdo  that  you  are  his  son  }"  "  My  father,"  returned 
Zeyn,  "had  a  vault  under  his  cabinet,  tn  whieli  I  have  found  forty  um»  (if 
ponibyry.alf  •  "-'  ■  ■*'  c^dd."  "And  whai  have  you  obwrvcd  betides^'  rcpli«l 
Maavrc  -,"  *ay«  the  |irinre,  "nine  pedestals  of  massive  g^ld,  upon 

C^j^of  wh.il.  - ri.in.l  ..t  ,i.|f-^  and  above  ine  ninth  a  piece  of  wniie  satin, 

Opm  wbirh  my  (aibct  w  what  it  is  necessary  for  me  to  do  in  order  to 

nfaiain  another  statue  :. .___ijblo  than  all  thr  rest     You  undoubtedly  know 

wlwre  ihto  statue  b,  ainco  k  u  expressed  upon  the  mtin  ibat  you  ore  to  conduct 
awloU.* 

Hahndnoi  finished  these  wixyIs,  when  Moharec  threw  himself  at  bit  knots, 
and  besinic  one  nf  hu  hands  a  great  many  times,  "  I  return  thank*  lo  lk>d,*  ho 
exdnimed,  **  who  has  conducted  you  hither.  1  am  now  satis6ed  that  you  ar«  the 
IQngcf  Balsota's  son.  If  you  wish  to  visit  the  place  where  the  marvellous  statue 
it  toM (bond, I  wiQ  lead  you  to  it ;  but  it  is  previously ntcHaarv  thai  you  should 
ratmia  hare  khim  short  time  to  recover  your  htifub  I  am  tnii  day  Riring  an 
4raMntimDan  lathe  principal  people  of  Cairo.  Wew<Teat  ublc  when  theycame 
lOiHfiinii  nwof  your  arrival  Will  \iki  condescend,  sir,  to  ci'me  and  'pin  our 
nmy?"  "By  nil  mctm,"  replied  Zevn:  **  I  shall  bedelixhted  to  partake  of  your 
•MM."  hlotauvc  hnmediately  conducted  him  under  a  lofty  dome,  where  the 
coeipuiy  was  m— wbled :  made  lum  take  his  tcu  at  the  c^de,  and  bcipm  to 
■ree  him  oci  his  kneea,  at  which  the  pvtdtat  1/ Cain  CKpraied  much  surprise^ 
enyinc  to  each  other  in  a  low  tone  of  voice,  **  Who  am  nb  itraogcr  be  whan 
Uohuec  waiu  upon  with  so  much  reK>cci  r" 

AAcr  they  had  fiiusbed  eatinir,  Modarcc  thus  addieued  the  coeipnny :  *  Be 
•MMfcined.  gentlemen,  at  the  son  d  respect  you  have  seen  ne  pay  to  tUt 
flranjcer.  Know  that  be  is  the  son  of  the  KinR  of  Bahora,  my  famer 
■MMr.  Ub  fntlicr  purchasod  me  srith  mosey  from  hts  own  troatert;  and  died 
wUHMt.  hiving  granted  me  my  liberty.  1  am  therefore  ftfll  a  slave ;  coik 
•eqpiently  mysell  aad  all  my  properry  doct  of  rixht  btlonc  to  tMs  yoeag  pctoce, 
hMkolebfsr."  Zcyn  here  btemiptcd  hfan.  "O  Mobsiec^- sakl  be.'MdBdtue 
brfbee  all  these  gculeraen  that  yea  ate  bee  from  this  moracm,  and  that  I 
rteuumt  cvcr|r  cUm  I  may  have  co  ysiirstif  ur  aB>thing  hrfoffiging  to  you,  and 
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<rci\y  wish  10  know  what  I  can  further  do  to  server  you."     Mobarcc  at 
words  kissed  the  earth,  and  expressed  in  approptiiitc  terms  ilie  infinite  oblij 
lion  he  was  under  to  the  prince.     Wine  was  afterwards  iniroducecl,  of  ¥ " 
they  continued  to  drink  during  the  remainder  of  the  day,  and  in  the  ev( 
presents  were  distributed  to  the  guests  before  they  rciircd. 

The  next  day  7-eyn  said  to  Mobarec,  "  I  have  had  suflicieni  repoK .  and 
my  visit  to  Cairo  has  not  been  ukcn  with  any  view  to  pleasure,  but  merclj 
the  iniention  of  procunnt;  the  ninth  statue,  it  is,  I  think,  tunc  that  we  st 
Qt?  in  search  of  il"  *'  Sir,"  replied  Mobarcc,  "  1  am  ready  to  promote  yo 
but  at  present  you  know  not  alt  the  dangers  you  must  be  exposed  to  in 
make  this  precious  acquisition."  "  Be  the  danger  what  il  may,"  rephcd  the 
prince^  "  I  am  resolved  to  undertake  it,  and  will  perish  rather  than  not  succeed. 
Every  event  whatever  is  under  the  direction  of  an  alt-niUn^  Providence.  Ho, 
therefore,  but  accompany  me.  and  let  your  fortitude  equal  mine." 

Mobarcc,  seeing  him  determined  to  dcpan,  summoned  his  domestics^  and 
ordered  them  to  provide  equipages.     The  pnnce  and  he  afiemrards  c 
the  ceremony  of  ablution  and  the  religious  rite  called  /itrz,  after  whici 
out  on  their  journey.     They  remarked  upon  the  road  a  number  of 
surpriaing  objects;   and  continuing   tlieir  route  during  many  days,  at 
anived   at   a   very  delicious   retreat,   where   they   alij;liti-d    from    \\k\j 
Mobarec  then  saicl  to  the  domestics  who  attcndcil  theni.  '*  Rt: 
and  guard  our  equipages  till  we  return."     Then   addressing  ''■' 
"Come,  sir,"  said  he,  "let  you  and  I  advance  by  ourselves;  w^  ajc  nov 
the  dreadful  place  where  the  ninth  statue  is  guarded.     You  will  have  occ 
for  all  your  courage." 

They  soon  arrived  upon  the  margin  of  a  lake.  Mobarec  seated  himsetf ' 
the  bank,  and  thus  addressed  the  prince:  "  It  is  necessary  that  wc  &baald 
this  water.**  ''How  is  that  possible,"  replied  Zeyn,  "as  we  have  no  V 
"You  will  see  one  appcir  m  a  moment,"  returned  Mob-irec;  **an  eochaM 
bark  belonging  to  the  King  of  the  Cienii  will  come  to  receive  >-ou :  but  by  do 
means  forget  what  I  now  tell  you.  Y'ou  must  preserve  a  most  fM^ound  sikoKe, 
and  on  no  account  utter  a  syllabic  to  the  boatman.  However  singular  bis  h^}BT 
may  seem,  whatever  you  may  see  to  excite  your  astonishment,  speak  not  a  v^rd; 
for  I  tell  you  beforehand,  that  if  you  once  open  your  lips  after  we  are  embarked, 
the  \T5sel  will  founder  in  an  instant"  "  I  will  take  especial  care  to  be  Mletn." 
said  the  prince;  "you  have  only  to  inform  me  what  1  have  to  do»  and  I  will 
follow  your  instructions  very  exactly." 

Wltile  he  was  saying  this,  he  perceived,  on  a  sudden,  travemng  the  lake,  a 
bark  of  red  wndalwood,  having  a  mast  of  tine  .imbcr,  with  a  itreainero<^  bkic 
satin.  There  was  only  one  person  to  guide  it.  whose  head  rcsemhled  that  eS  on 
elephant,  and  whose  body  was  of  the  form  of  a  tiger.  When  the  vcHcl  had 
nearly  auiroached  the  prince  and  Mobarec,  the  boatman  look  ihcm  atw  after 
another  by  his  trunk,  and  conveyed  them  into  it  He  then  passed  to  fb«  other 
side  nf  the  bke  in  an  instant  and,  t.iking  them  up  as  before,  set  them  down  o* 
the  uppusite  shore,  after  which  he  and  his  bark  disappeared. 

"  It  is  now  permitted  us  to  speak,"  said  Mobarec.     *'  The  island  on  whidi 
DOW  arc  belongs  to  the  King  of  the  Genii,  with  whirh  nothini,''  in  the  rest  ti 
world  deserves  to  he  romparcd.     Regard  it  on  all  sides,  and  tell  me,  prince,  iA 
is  not  a  most  charming  retreat.     It  is  without  doubt  a  just  itnagc  of  that  d 
lightful  abode  which  is  prep-ired  by  the  God  above  for  tKe  foithfal  obfcTvetsi 
our  law.     See  how  the  fields  are  scattered  around  with  (lowers,  attd  with 
sort  of  odoriferous  herb.     Admire  these  beautiful   lre«.  ti^i-iinr.   ,„  xhic 
with  their  iiiinitrnse  burden  of  delicious  fruits.     Listen  lu  t:  e 

which  hlls  the  air  on  every  side,  produced  by  innumenib  _■{  a 

unknown  in  any  other  country,"    Zeyn,  wholly  insensible  to  iaogu«,  could  ftot^ 
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eesM  even  fiw  a  momeni  from  surveying  iTie  beauties  that  surronnded  him,  nor 
from  obMmnff,  as  he  advanced  in  ihe  island,  the  variety  of  new  charms  which 
were  conatanuy  prcseniing  themselves  to  his  view. 

They  at  Icnph  arrived  in  front  of  3  palace,  built  of  the  finest  emeralds,  which 
wss  sorrounded  widi  a  lAr>;c  moat,  on  the  borders  of  which  at  due  distances 
were  planted  trees,  gruwn  to  so  vast  a  height  as  ro  cover  the  whole  palace  with 
thctx  shade.  Opposite  the  gate,  «liich  w;is  of  massive  Rold,  was  a  bridge  made 
of  ibe  single  shell  of  a  fi»h,  though  It  measured,  at  the  least,  twelve  yards  in 
len^b  and  six  in  breadth.  Al  the  head  of  the  bridge,  a  troop  of  genii  appeared, 
of  immcaiiurable  height,  who  defended  the  entrance  of  the  castle  with  immense 
dubs  of  Chinese  steel 


Tua  BMCHajIIBU  ■.vMK. 


*  Let  OS  advance  no  farther,"  said  Mobarec,  "or  these  genii  will  destroy  ti*; 
ax)  if  w>c  wish  to  prevent  their  cominj^  hither,  it  will  be  necessary  to  perform  a 
cotaia  nugic  ceremony."  At  the  same  time  he  drew  from  a  purse  which  he 
Maader  his  robe,  four  bands  of  yellow  taffeta,  one  of  which  he  passed  round 
Nswabt.  and  another  along  his  b.ick ;  the  remaining  two  he  gave  to  the  prince, 
■In  ntade  a  simitar  use  of  thorn.  After  this,  he  spread  upon  tne  earth  (wo  large 
or  carpets,  upon  the  border*  of  which  he  strewed  a  variety  of  precious 
,  with  a  quantity  of  musk  and  amber.  They  then  sat  do«-n  each  of  them 
carpet,  when  Mobarec  addressed  the  prince  in  these  terms  :  "  I  am  going, 
V,tu  bnnij  hither  the  Rmg  of  the  Genii,  who  inhabits  the  palace  now  before 
fM;  be  will  not,  t  hope,  arrive  in  an  angr)*  mood,  but  I  mu:*!  confess  to  you,  1 
V  WH  Without  anxiety  on  tlie  occasion.  If  our  arrivul  in  this  isbnd  be  dis- 
l|neible  to  him,  he  will  appear  under  the  form  of  a  most  dreadful  monster; 
W  tf  be  approves  our  purpose,  he  will  assume  the  appearance  of  a  welt-looking 
■Ml  As  soon  as  he  comes  before  you,  it  will  be  necessary  for  you  to  rise  ana 
blni,  but  without  quitting  your  carpet;  for  should  ymi  leave  it,  you  will 
perish.  You  must  say  to  him.  '  Sovereign  Lord  of  the  Genii,  my  father, 
late  Mrvani,  hatlt  been  summoned  away  b^*  the  angel  of  death;  may  it 
_»  your  majesty  to  extend  to  mc  the  same  gracious  protection  you  bestowed 
imy  deceased  parent.'  If  the  King  of  the  Genii,"  added  Mobarec,  "desires  to 
what  is  the  fawur  you  reauest  of  him,  ansivcr  as  follows :  '  It  is,  sire,  the 
scstae,  which  I  most  humbly  entreat  titat  you  will  have  the  goodness  10 

after  having  in  this  way  imparted  to  the  prince  the  instruction  he 
necessary,  b^gan  his  magic  arts.    Their  eyes  were  immediately  struck 
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by  .1  vivid  flash  of  tightning,  which  was  foUowed  by  a  loud  cUp  of  tbundcr. 

whole  isUnd  was  involved  in  thick  dnrkncss ;  a  furious  storm  aro»c  horrid  • 
were  heard,  tlic  earth,  trcinblinj'  to  its  base,  underwent  a  cnmmotion  Uke 
which  Mrafjel  will  produce  at  llie  dreadful  day  of  final  tr 

Ze)-n  felt  considerable  alarm,  and  began  to  draw  vcr>  -Je 

from  tlie  noise  and  confusion  around  him,  when  Mobarcc,  »fi"  i>cuct  knew 
to  think  of  the  matter,  began  to  smile.     "  Take  contidcncc,  my  prince,"  laid 
"  ei'er^'thing  goes  well."     At  that  moment  tlie  King  of  tbo  (ictti)  madt 
appearance  under  the  form  of  a  handsome  man,  retaining,  hou'eber,  in  U* 
something  a  little  terrific 

Prince  Zc>-n,  as  soon  as  he  perceived  him,  delivered  the  compUinent 
Mobarcc  had  dictated.  The  Kin^'  of  the  Cenii  received  hitn  with  a  «aiil«,i 
replied,  "  O  my  son,  I  loved  your  father,  and  as  often  a^  he  cuiiie  to  pay  cnc  I 
respects,  I  presented  him  with  a  statue  to  lake  hack  with  him.  My  ancctxn  < 
you  is  not  less.  Some  days  before  your  fatlier's  death,  I  obliged  him  to  wfitt 
upon  the  piece  of  white  saim  the  inscription  you  there  read ;  I  promised  him  tm 
take  you  under  my  protection,  and  to  give  you  the  ninth  statue,  iriiicb  ssff 
in  beauty  all  those  in  your  possession.  I  have  already  bo^un  to  keep  my 
It  was  1  whom  you  saw  in  a  dream,  under  ihc  form  of  an  old  ro«n.  U  was  1 
discovered  to  you  the  secret  apariiuents  where  the  urns  and  staiu«»  ure. 
cvcr>'thing  that  has  happened  to  you  I  have  taken  a  part,  or  nilJ.'  '  .-^  | 

occasion  of  the  whole.     I  know  the  purpose  for  which  you  ar. 
obtain  your  wish.   If  I  had  not  even  promised  your  father,  I  wouiu  nic-.i 
grant  it  on  your  own  account;  but  it  is  first  necessary-  ih-it  >oii  xtunlld  si 
everything  which  makes  an  oath  sacred,  that  yoii  will  return  lo  this  islafidri 
bring  b.ick  uTth  you  a  girl  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  her  age,  who  shall  never  T 
known  the  enjoyments  of  love,  or  indulged  a,  wish  to  know  ibcm.     It  i« 
necessar>*  that  she  should  possess  the  most  perfect  beauty,  and  that  you 
be  so  completely  master  of  yourself,  that,  in  conducting  her  hither,  you 
form  no  desire  inconsistent  with  the  strictest  virtue." 

Ze)Ti  look  the  rash  oath  which  the  King  of  the  Oenit  required.     "  But,  mi,* 
said  he  afterwards,  *'  suppose  1  should  be  ktrtunate  enougfa  to  meet  with  the  o- 
traordii\ary  person  you  have  described,  how  shall  I  he  .tble  to  know  wbcn  1  ha*t 
fouod  her  ?'*    "  I  confess,"  replied  the  King  of  the  (>cnii,  smiting,  "  that  in  ihwt 
cases  the  countenance  may  deceive :  this  knowledge  is  not  lo  be  atlatited  by  the 
sons  of  Adam :  nor  have  I  any  inicniion  of  relying  altogether  on  >-our  u^actty  la 
so  delicate  an  affair.  1  will  give  you  a  mirror,  which  will  be  much  safer  to  tnt*t  la 
than  to  your  conjectures.     As  soon  as  you  see  a  iierfeclly  iKautiful  vjiA  at  tbry 
required,  you  will  luvc  only  to  look  in  your  mirror,  where  you  wdl  bebold  fatf 
Image.     If  the  glass  remains  perfectly  pure  and  unsullicl^  ::■  be  awrid 

'that  the  damsel  is  virtuous;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  tt  rr<  -ut  tiriMih, 

it  will  be  a  certain  proof  that  she  has  not  been  aiwavs  on  hL.  „.......,  .^t  that  ibav 

have  been  moments  when  she  would  liave  been  U'cll  pleased  not  lo  have  hwiff^ 
Do  not,  then,  forget  the  oath  you  ha\*c  taken ;  otheru  ise  I  shall  deprive  y«D  tif 
life,  notmtbstanding  the  regard  1  feel  fur  you."  Prince  <£eyn  Alasnam  proMMid 
again  that  he  would  keep  his  word  most  cxacdr. 

The  King  of  the  Genii  then  put  a  mirror  into  his  hands,  sannc  at  themN 
time,  "  My  son,  you  may  return  whenever  you  please,  and  witii  the  aid  of  thii 
mirror  you  may  accomplish  your  purpose."  Zeyn  and  Mobarec  took  leave  c^ite 
King  of  the  Oenii,  and  proccedetl  towards  the  take.  The  boatman  with  tbo  ele- 
phant's head  rjmc  to  them  with  his  bark, and  put  them  o\'er  in  the  sime  nvpnf 
as  he  had  brought  than.  They  rejoined  tJte  persons  <A  their  utile,  with  wbeca 
they  returned  lo  Cairo. 

Prince  /Vlasnnm  rcnviined  some  days  with  Mobftrec  lo  recover  from  his  &cic«e. 
At  Jength  he  said  to  him. "  Let  us  depart  for  Bagdad,  in  order  to  find  oat «  iimiiil 
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fcf  the  King  of  the  Genii."  *' Whit !'  replied  Mobarec,  «are  we  not  In  Grand 
Citro?  Do  ynu  suppose  wc  cannoi  in  ihis  pWc  find  ptent)' of  handsome  females?" 
"  Vou  are  in  the  nght,"  replied  the  prince ;  "  l>ut  how  shall  we  proceed  to  discoi-er 
ihepUccs  were  tliey  are?"  "(.iivc  yourself  no  concern  on  that  account,  sir,"  re- 
pliea  Mobarec ;  *'  I  know  a  very  cx|»crt  old  woinnn,  whom  I  will  employ  on  the 
occaskui.     I  hyive  no  douhl  !ihe  will  .ictjuit  herself  very  skilfully." 

Tlie  old  woman  had,  in  truth,  all  the  address  required ;  she  soon  found  nMiant 
to  give  the  prince  a  sight  of  a  i,Tcat  numl>cr  of  very  beautiful  girls,  of  the  age  of 
fifteen ;  but  when,  after  having  obsrrvcd  them,  he  came  to  consult  his  mirror, 
the  glass,  the  faul  touchstone  of  their  virtue,  was  constantly  clouded.  All  the 
fanaics  of  the  cotu't  and  of  ilic  citj-,  who  were  in  their  tiltccnth  year,  underwent 
ia  succession  the  severe  scrutiny,  and  in  no  instance  did  the  glass  preserve  itself 
pare  and  unsullied. 

When  they  found  tliat  at  Cairo  ilicy  could  meet  with  no  damsels  of  sufficient 
ponty,  they  re|>aircd  lo  Iliigdad.  They  here  rented  n  majjniticcnt  palace,  in  one 
of  the  bc4t  part*  of  the  cily,  and  bcjjan  to  live  with  much  hospitality.  Their  table 
was  free  to  ever^'  one ;  and  when  ihc  numerous  guests  in  the  palace  were  satis- 
fied, what  remained  was  conveyed  to  the  dervises,  who  thence  derived  a  very 
camfonable  sub*lstcnce. 

In  the  part  of  the  cily  were  they  lived  was  an  lm.im,  named  Boubetdr  Muezin, 
s  vain,  proud,  and  envious  man.  He  hated  the  rich,  because  he  himself  was  poor, 
tuficrine  his  onn  wtctchcdne^^  to  exasperate  himself  against  the  prosperity  of 
hU  Bcignbour.  As  he  frequently  heard  uf  2cyn  Alasnam,  and  of  the  abundance 
vUch  reigned  in  his  house,  he  required  to  know  nothing  more  in  order  to  con- 
ceive an  extreme  aversion  to  this  prime.  He  even  earned  matters  so  far,  that 
see  day  in  the  mosque,  aficr  evening  prayers,  he  said  to  the  people, "  I  have 
beudf  my  brethren,  that  a  stranger,  who  has  lately  taken  up  his  abode  in  our 
qnarter  of  tlie  town,  expends  daily  very  large  sums.  I  can  tind  no  one  thai  knows 
uyditng  of  hinL  He  is  probiibly  some  villain,  who,  having  been  a  thief  in  his 
own  country,  is  come  to  thi^  lar^'^c  nnd  prtpulotis  div  to  enjoy  his  ill-gotten  riches. 
Be  upon  your  g\iard,  my  friends,  for  should  the  caliph  learn  th.it  a  person  of  this 
ckancter  is  lining  amongst  us,  wc  have  great  reason  to  fear  that  he  will  punish 
ta  severely  for  not  having:  mformcd  him  of  it.  With  respect  to  myself,  I  shall 
l&ad  ac(|uittcd,  whatever  may  happen ;  it  never  shall  be  imputed  to  any 
OBbMOtt  in  me."  The  people,  who  u-sually  ullow  themselves  to  be  vcr>-  easily  per- 
naded,  cried  out  with  one  voice  to  Houbckir,  "  It  'is  your  own  affair:  do  you, 
tkcrcfcre,  give  information  to  (he  council'*  Tlie  Imam  after  this  returned  home 
perfectly  sattsiied,  and  employed  himself  in  composing  a  memorial,  with  the 
Eucndon  of  presenting  it  to  the  caliph  the  next  day. 

BiM  Mobarec,  who  bad  attended  prayers,  and  with  the  rest  had  heard  the 
llBBin'^  harangue,  having  put  live  hundred  seaiiins  of  gold  in  a  handkerchief,  and 
■lied  a  pared  of  several  pieces  of  silk,  mauc  the  best  of  his  wav  to  Uoubckirs 
aooM.  The  Imam,  in  a  very  rough  tone  of  voice,  desired  to  know  what  he  wanted. 
"  I  taa  your  neighbour  ana  your  servant,"  replied  Mobarec.  with  an  air  of  great 
mildness,  pulling,  at  the  same  time,  into  his  hands  the  gold  and  pieces  of  silk  ; 
*  I  come  in  behalf  of  Prince  Zeyn,  who  lives  in  this  part  of  the  town.  He  has 
heard  mnch  of  your  mcnt,  and  has  commanded  me  to  come  and  tell  you  how 
anoch  be  wishes  for  the  pleasure  of  your  acquaintance  ;  in  the  meantime  he  begs 
"TOB  10  acccDt  this  small  present."'  Boubekir,  transported  with  joy.  replied  to 
Voliarec, "  Have  the  Koo*lne5s,  sir.  lo  make  my  most  humble  excuses  to  the 
frinoe :  assure  liim  tliat  I  am  much  concerned  and  ashamed  at  my  negligence 
«  DM  haviii]?  j-et  waited  ui>on  him  ;  thai  I  will  lake  an  early  opportunity  to  repair 
nyGtult,  and  that  to-morrow  he  m.iy  expert  me  to  pav  my  respects." 

On  llue  (ollowing  day,  after  morning  prayers,  Uoubekir  thus  addressed  tbt 
feo|ile :  **  Be  aisured,  my  brethren,  tltere  is  no  one  living  who  is  without  enemies: 
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envy  atucks  all,  but  chiefly  those  who  have  large  poss«s!o»=  Ti -  unn(;CT  «f 
whom  1  spoke  to  you  yesterday  i^  not  th.il  villanoiis  chsi  'i  kum  JO- 

intentioned  persons  wished  ine  lu  believe,  bu[  a  youn^  j.i...-.  ,  _ ^icsicd  ef  a 
thousand  %'iriues.  Let  us  not  then  by  any  injurious  report  pve  the  caliph  a  {ib* 
impresston  ot  so  worthy  a  man." 

ik>ubckir  having  by  this  discourse  cftaccd  from  the  people's  mind  tlw  oploiaB 
ho  had  given  of  'layn  tlie  preceding  da>',  returned  back  to  his  house.  He  tlica 
clothed  himself  in  his  dress  of  ceremony,  and  set  iM  to  wait  upon  thi*  foov 
prince,  who  received  hun  vcr)*  graciously.  After  many  comphments  on  botn 
sides,  Boubekir  said  to  the  |>nncc,  *'  Do  you  propose  sir,  to  reraotn  locf  at 
Bagdad?"  "1  shall  continue  here,"  replied  Ze>n,  "  tJU  I  have  fnunH  a  fenale 
who  is  in  her  fifteenth  yeai,  and  |>o&sessed  of  perfect  beauty  :        '  -it  iht 

same  time,  sh.^n  be  of  such  unsullied  chastity,  that  she  must  n<.i  :  nov 

knoH'H  the  delights  of  luve,  but  have  never  wished  to  know  iht-in.  *'  '\oa  are 
in  search  of  a  great  rarity,"  replied  the  Imam,  "  and  I  should  exucmcly  feat  that 
your  labour  would  be  useless  if  I  did  not  myself  know  a  young  lady  of  tkr 
character  you  describe.  Her  father,  who  was  formerly  viziei.  lias  loOj;  ifaict 
quitted  the  court ;  he  has  for  many  years  been  living  in'a  \-er)*  retired  MJataboa, 
where  he  has  wholly  devoted  himself  to  the  education  of  his  daughter.  I  wSl. 
if  you  approve,  wait  upun  him  on  your  behalf ;  he  will,  1  have  no  doubC,  be  de- 
lighted to  have  a  son-m-law  of  your  birth  and  elevated  ranL"  "  Not  M  &K,' 
replied  the  prince  ;  "  I  shall  certainly  not  marry  this  young  lady  till  I  am  bcCon- 
hand  assured  that  she  is  the  sort  of  person  I  am  in  search  of.  With  mp«a  ca 
her  beautj',  I  can  readily  rely  upon  what  you  say ;  but  in  regard  xr>  her  rirtw, 
what  proofs  can  you  give  me  on  this  subject.'"    *'  IVoofs  !''said  '  "iHu 

proofs  would  you  uish  to  liave?"     ■*  It  is  necessary-,"  said  Zeyi^  should 

see  her  face  :  I  want  nothing  more  to  satisfy  me.  "  Vou  are  tlten  u.ne(lingjy 
expert  in  the  science  of  physiognomy,"  replied  the  Imam,  smiUni;.  "Honw. 
come  with  me  to  her  father's,  and  I  will  beg  his  permission  that  you  nuf  Me 
her  for  a  single  moment  in  his  presence." 

Muezin  conducted  the  prince  to  the  vizier's  house,  who  was  no  sooner  iofixmol 
of  the  birth  and  intentions  of  Zcyn  than  he  gave  orders  that  his  daughter  iIkniU 
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appear,  whom  he  commanded  to  remove  her  veil.     Never  hatl 
of  Ualsora  beheld  so  perfect  and  (:a[itiv.iting  a  beauty.     He 
some  time  in  fixed  asioni&hment.    When  at  IcngUi  he  bccimc  -' 
of  himself  tn  m.akc  the  import.inl  trial  whether  she  was  as  \i 
drew  forth  his  mirror,  the  polished  surface  of  which  remained  jju;  -  .. 

Having  at  last  discovered  a  dants<:l  surli  as  he  sought,  he  begged  .  rr 

to  grant  her  to  his  wishes.    Acadi  was  immediately  sent  for  ;  a  mam.i^ :; 

was  prepared,  and  the  previous  ceremony  of  prayer  pcrfom>ed,  alter  wlucb  Zcyn 
attendcu  the  vizier  to  his  house,  where  he  cntcrtamed  him  utv  niagnlficcBUy. 
and  made  him  large  presents.     He  sent  afterwards  a  lar>:>  uf  jewck  to 

the  lady  by  Mobarec,  to  whom  he  gave  it  in  charge  to  ci'i'-  >  his  Mlace. 

where  iho  nuptials  were  celebrated  with  all  the  pomp  suictbic  to  ilw  hign  raak 
of  Zcyn.  When  all  the  company  had  retired,  Mobarec  said  to  his  tnastcr,  **L«e 
us  depart,  sir  ;  we  have  no  funher  business  at  HjgfUd  ;  it  is  nei'fAury  that  ic 
now  return  to  Cairo:  remember  the  promise  you  made  to  the  King  of  tJie  Genii.* 
*'  Let  us  be  olf  tliis  instant,"  replied  the  prince.  "  1  am  determined  most  fahhfvity 
to  fulfil  my  engagement ;  I  will,  however,  confess  to  you,  my  dear  MobarcCf  that 
in  obeying  the  King  of  tlic  Genii  I  do  no  small  violence  to  my  incUnalioa.  The 
person  whom  I  have  just  married  is  very  amiable,  and  I  feci  strongly  HlT**^ 
10  convey  her  immediately  to  Balsora,  and  place  tier  on  my  throne." 

"  Ah  !  sir,"  replied  Mobarec,  "  resist  with  all  possible  fortitude  so  dangetOU  a 
wish  i  Icam  to  subdue  your  passions  ;  and  wh^ttever  it  may  cost  you,  how  fraat 
soever  the  conflict  you  sustain,  keep  your  promise  to  the  King  oif  the  Gcim.' 
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to  Giiro,  and  from  tlicticc  took  the  route  to  the  isUind  of  the  King  of  the  Ch 
V^Ticn  they  were  dirivcd  there,  the  lady,  who  had  travelled  all  the  way  in  n  titti 
and  hadncN'cr  seen  u:c  prince  from  ihe  day  of  their  marriage,  inquired  of  Mobar 
^n  what  place  ihcy  then  were.  "  Shall  we  not,"  &aid  slie,  "  soon  arrive  at  tl 
dominions  of  tlie  prince  my  husband  ?"  "  Madam,"  replied  Mobarcc,  **it  is 
to  undeceive  you,  t'nnce  Zeyn  bn&  had  no  other  view  in  marrying  you  than 
draw  you  frum  the  bosom  of  vour  father.  It  is  not  to  make  you  sovenrigD  of 
Dalsora  lli^it  lie  has  pledged  ^is  faith  to  you  j  his  intention  is  to  dcln'cr  you 
the  Kin^  of  the  i>enii,  who  has  required  from  him  a  damsel  ot  your  charactc 
At  these  words  the  lady  be^an  to  weep  bitterly,  which  very  much  affected 
the  prince  and  Mnbarec.  "  Have  pity  on  ine,  I  beseech  you."  she  exclaimed. 
"  I  am  here  a  helpless  stranger ;  you  will  have  to  answer  before  Cod  for 
treachery  wnih  which  you  h.ive  conducted  yourself  towards  me." 

All  her  tears  and  complaints  were  inclTectual :  they  presented  ber  to  ihc  K"i 
of  the  Genii,  whu,  after  havmg  re^rded  her  with  attention,  said  to  / 
ftiUy  satishcd,  prince,  with  vour  conducL  The  dani-icl  you  have  bi' 
equally  virtunus  and  beautiful,  and  your  meritorious  resolution  in  k' 
word  faithfully  is  highly  pleasing  to  me.  Kelum  to  ynur  dominions  , 
you  revisit  llie  subterraneous  apartment,  where  arc  the  ei(;ht  statu«&,  you  mO 
there  (ind  the  ninth  I  I>efore  promised  you ;  I  shall  uke  care  to  have  it  tran^iortcd 
by  the  attl  of  my  ^cnii."  Zeyn  returned  his  grateful  thanks  to  the  king  ;  he  then 
with  Mobarec  a^am  set  nut  on  the  road  to  Cairo,  at  which  place  he  madea^'flT 
short  stay,  his  impatience  to  possess  the  ninth  statue  ur^^ing  him  on  ju  fast  »« 
possible.  In  tlie  meantime  he  did  not  cease  to  think  frequendy  of  the  damsel 
he  had  espoused,  and,  severely  condemning  the  deceit  lie  li.»''  j*rded 

himself  as  ihu-  ■ii'le  cause  of  her  misfortune.    '*Alas!"said  he  to  i  ha*< 

stolen  her  from  an  affiTtion;ne  father  to  sacrHlcc  her  lo  a  gcinui.  \.t\MtmB^ 
incomparable  beauty !  how  much  better  a  fate  did  you  deserve ! '' 

Full  of  these  reflections.  Prince  Zcyn  pursued  lus  joumc)*  ti"  '•■"  — tv«d  al 
Balsora.  where  his  subjects,  dcliyhtcd  at  his  return,  made  sen-  <teui^ 

He  first  waited  upon  the  queen  his  mother,  to  give  Iter  an  acci-i  .   .rr*.-»^ 

who  learned   with  the  greatest  s^itisfaction  that  he  was  so  n-  -^ 

llinth  slaluc.     "  Come,  my  son,"  said  she,  "let  us  go  and  view  ; 
it  is.  without  doubt,  in  the  subterraneous  apartment,  where  the  ' 
has  instructed  you  to  expect  it."    The  )-oung  king  and  his  moii  ■ 
impatience  lo  see  this  tnar\'cllous  statue,  descended  into  the  vault,  ■■ 
the  stalue-room  together.      But  how  great  was  their  surprise  when,  . 
diamond  statue,  they  jierceivcd  on  the  ninth  pedestal  a  young  damsel  oi  \ 
beauty,  whom  ihe  prince  immediately  recollected  to  be  the  person  he  Iw 
ducted  to  the  island  of  the  genii.     "You  are  much  sur|"  ■  c,"  sa»d  the 

young  lady,  "to  sec  me  here  ;  vou  were  expecting  to  linJ  much  nun 

precious,  and,  1  doubt  not,  .it  this  very  moment  heartily  tcj^mtli  ci  having  lakes 
so  much  trouble.  Vou  proposed  to  yourself  some  worthier  rerompcnst"  "  No, 
madam,"  replied  Zcyn,  "  Heaven  is  my  witness  how  much  i  wished  to  puw:rie 
yoti  tu  myself,  and  of  the  frequent  desire  I  had  to  break  my  promise  to  the  KJan 
nf  the  GeniL  Whatever  may  be  the  value  of  a  diamond  Slalue.  can  it  poaaiblr 
be  equal  (o  the  pIcaMire  of  possessing  you  ?  tie  assured,  I  love  you  better  Umb 
all  the  diamonds  and  all  the  riches  in  the  world." 

Just  as  he  w.is  concluding  this  speech,  a  clap  of  thunder  was  heartj  wfaidi 
shook  the  whole  sut>ierraneous  building.  The  mother  of  7fMi  vi.\\  nwcll 
alarmed;  but  the  Kingof  thc(icnti,who  instantly  appearcl  rrrort. 

"  Madam,"  said  he,  "  (  protect  and  love  your  son.   1  have  Vnr.w 

whether,  at  his  age.  he  would  be  able  to  subdue  his  passion-i.      I  «ti  e 

th.i|  the  charms  of  this  young  person  have  touched  his  heart,  anil  ••) 

not  exactly  keep  the  pramiK  he  made,  not  even  to  wish  the  posscsatoA  of  her; 
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but  f  Bill  U  llw  Mn0  time  too  wcU  acquatntnl  with  the  fnihy  of  hnman  nature 
(o  tv  macb  oHeDded  at  it,  and  oxn  dcliicbtcd  with  ihr  vimif?  An*\  morteratinn  he 
Itts  «bowa     Behold  here  the  ninth  statue,  beti"  '         ■      \v^  reward 

of  bu  neru  :    it  is  infinitely  more  r.irc  and  prcri  >  >.      Live, 

2evii,'addc'-  '  n.-^sinj;  himwir  lo  the  pnncr,  *- iiv<- ii-ipp;  u>[u  ihi«  youngs 

Imv :   ifae  i-  :    and  if  you  Mrifth  ihni  Uie  cboold  presenc  for  you  a  pm 

■•a  dMStani  <  <  ni,  i.ivo  her  always  and  love  only  her.  Take  rare  tn  j^vo  Iwr 
Ito  nval,  and  I  will  be  iinnrrrable  for  her  bdeltty.^  The  KinK  of  the  Genii  di^ 
npyamJ  «t  iheM  wards,  and  2eyn.  m  raptures  of  dclishL,coocluded  hu  nukniifa 
m  tbe  aun*  day,  and  had  her  proclumed  Qimn  of  fialiom,  where  ibb  vinvens 
pair,  always  fauthful  and  alwayi  iffectionalv,  Und  together  s  gnat  mimbtf  sf 
ymu*  m  im»t  perfect  happbicu. 

Th«  Sultana  of  the  Indict  hnd  no  tooncr  Imuhcd  the  story  of  Princh  Zejra 
AlaMuua*lhan  the  begx^^'  i>cnni»«nn  to  bcein  another ;  which  Sctuhnar  havttig 
yrwuy*  ID  ber  for  the  nc\i  ni|;ht,  a\  dajrUght  was  now  be^nninK  lo  appear,  the 
bcftatt  ber  DatraUve  un  the  (oUowiag  morning,  In  ihew  lemu : 


THE  HISTORY  OF  CODADAO  AND  HIS  BROTHERS, 
AND  OF  THE  PRINCESS  OF  DERYABAK. 

-_,....,........  rian»ofthekii»domofniafbeHr.thatln 

here  formerly  rmned  a  moit  mat^lftccnt 

.  .u  (•-•-V    irh,  whn«e  regani  for  hi«  iuhje<'ii  wai  not 

Its*  than  tlicir  iilo  tion  for  him.  He  was  posansied  ttf  every 
V  iTtije,  rfntl  wanted  oothuif  tu  make  him  perfectly  happy  but  the 
bl(Mftin{[  Kf  an  hdr.  Akhooch  h«  had  in  hti  nragtlo  the  note 
beautiful  women  in  the  worlo,  he  Mill  had  no  chUarm.  He  WM 
inccuanUy  ulTchntc  up  hi«  praycrv  to  Heaven ;  when  one  nieht, 
while  he  wak  cnitmnK  the  xwectt  of  ftkep>,  a  man  of  venerable 
appearance,  or  father  a  prophet.  Uood  Mare  hkn,  and  aaidt 
"Your  pnyen  are  hmrd ;  ymt  will  obtain  what  yoa  in  nannwly 
desire;  ri«e  as  »<  infondjr  hogia  pny^ 

inc.  making  twn  .  go  into  the  garaen 

beionglag  to  your  pjioce.  c^  tlw  )£-.  -^  dt^ire  htm  tn 

bring  jrou  a  pomegranate  i  cat  MtBr  U.  .w  many  aa 

may  De  agr«eable  lo  yon,  and  your  v)«nn  wti)  M  faHUtetL* 

The  kjng,  ai  toon  aa  he  awoka^  raorilociid  hl>  drann.  and 

r<>  Hc.iveiL     He  rove,  addrcned  bhnadf  in  prayer,  and  nada 

>  rc>liiirt(l ;  Ite  then  wrnt  into  hit  gaidcRi,  look  fifty  poocgra- 

nate  leeda,  i*hwJi  be  cuunic'  — ■  '  -    "le,  and  ale  then.    He  had  h**-  •^v-i.  and 

tima  after  thiaaach  01  nod  lUtely  lo  laalte  fafm  a  <  Mht 

tioa  ofona  Udy  nam*- '  Hr  ronoeivad  tn  wieiaqm::.  ^  -. itilon 

to  thts  Udy,  ami  waa  de^ir  death.    "  Her  bormmaa,*  taid  hOi 

"  ta  a  lUTC  proof  tliat  Hen-  r:  u  worthy  lo  be  the  motho'  or  a  princes 

It  ia  my  duty  in  rid  the  wurld  ut  an  nb^cn  odioot  lo  the  Deity."  He  formed  thia 
crwd  mohiuon.  but  his  «i2icr  diiauadcd  biro  from  it.  by  icpreaenting  lo  him 
dMt  all  women  were  not  of  the  Mint  lempenoMBt  and  coaaiintkitt  and  thai  H 
«a8  Dot  impmviljJc  tbit  Piroui^  mtxht  ret  irritifv  him.  ttwugh  ber  titaalioB  had 
•M  declared  itK-lf.     "  WrU,"  rcpliad  r  tt  the  man  oat. 

naaala  hi  my  ruurt,  for  her  pretence  . uar na^eanrha ' 

vlaaMd.' replied  the  vifter.  "  lu  '  lc  bamer  >ciur  couataf'    Tha 

hai(  a|i|*Dvcd  iha  advice :  he  ;  <4aiar,  wUh  a  iMlar,  to  whidi  ha 


returned  than 
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desired  his  cousin  to  treat  her  with  proper  aticntion.  and  if  she  showed  signs  d 
becoming  a  mother,  to  give  him  inrorraution  of  it  as  soon  as  possible. 

Pirciuii  wab  no  sooner  arrived  in  that  country  than  it  »*as  disco%'crc(!  that  ibc 
was  Mith  child  ;  in  due  time  she  became  ihc  mother  ofa  prinrr.  :  u  the 

day.     The  Prince  of  Samaria  wrote  immediaiely  to  the  King  tl  . .  ^  make 

him  acquainted  with  the  happy  birth  oi  this  Min,  and  to  cor^autUic  hiiu  on  the 
event  This  information  ga%c  hi5  majcsiy  very  great  pleaiurc;  and  in  reply,  he 
wrote  to  I'rince  Samcr  in  liiese  tenns :  "  Dear  cousin,  all  my  other  wives  t^ve 
ever>'  one  of  them  been  dchvered  of  a  prince,  so  at  present  we  have  here  a  t-asl 
number  of  children ;  I  be^,  therefore,  that  you  will  take  chargv  frf  Ptreuit^ 
infant,  and  give  him  ihe  name  of  Codadad  (God's  gift) :  I  will  send  to  yoa  wfcm 
1  wiih  to  have  him." 

The  Prince  of  Samaria  spared  nothing  in  the  education  of  hi>  nephew.     He 
was  taught  to  ride,  to  shoot  with  the  bow,  and  all  other  things  suiuUe  to  the 
Kin  of  a  king,  with  so  much  success,  thai  at  the  age  of  eighteen  j-ean  he  wa»  e^ 
teemed  a  pcn'cct  prodigy.     This  young  prince,  perceiving  in  himself  a  eowift 
M-orthy  of  hi?  birth,  said  one  day  to  his  motlker, '  I  bc^n,  madam,  to  I»o  tired  of 
Samaria.      I  perceive  in  myself  an  ardent  love  of  elory;  permit  mc,  then,  wpi 
in  search  of  it  amidst  the  dangers  of  war.      The  King  of  Harran,  my  faiher,  a 
not  without  enemies :    some  neighbouring  pnnccs  arc  at  thiii  time  prcpanns  to 
trouble  his  peace.      Why  docs  he  not  require  my  aid.'     Why  am  I  left  here  b> 
pass  so  long  a  tune  in  fruitless  infancy  ?     I  might  to  be  present  at  his  couft. 
\Vhile  all  my  brothers  liave  the  privilege  of  sliaring  the  dangers  of  war  by 
side,  must  I  alone  pass  my  life  in  torpid  indolence?"     "  My  dear  son," 
Piroui^,  "  I  am  not  less  impatient  than  youricif  to  see  you  in  the  way  of 
ing  fame  and  honour;    I  much  wish  that  you  had  already  diMiDguishcd  i 
against  the  enemies  of  the  king  your  father;  but  it  is  receuary  to  wait  CiU 
requires  your  assistance."      "  No.  madam,"  replied  Cod.tdad,  *'  [  havt  ■  ilwir  w  i  "i1 
already  but  too  long.     I  bum  \s-ith  desire  to  see  the  king  my  father,  sad  I  fcc' — ^"^ 
strongly  inclined  to  po  and  offer  him  my  *er\ire4,  ai  a  young  perioQ  who  is  oft- 
known  (o  him.  Mc  will,  without  doubt,  accept  them ;  nor  do  1  intend  to  dnciH 
myself  till  t  shall  havcperfonnrd  a  thriu5.-ind  glorious  exploiis.  1  camcMly  vish 
mcnt  his  esteem  before  he  shall  know  mc  to  lie  his  son."  I'irauJi  tnuch 
this  generous  resolution;    and  lest   I'rince  Samcr  should  oppose  it,  Ci 
without  imparting  to  him  his  intention,  took  ihc  upportunity  one  day  of  le>i 
Samaria,  under  the  pretence  of  taking  the  ptensurr^  of  the  chacib 

He  was  mounted  upon  a  white  lior^e,  having  a  golden  bridle  and  shod 
gold.    The  saddle  and  housings,  which  were  of  blue  s.ttin.  were  thickly  emhws—tf 
dered  with  pearls.     He  wore  at  hi^  side  a  «.abre.  the  hilt  of  which  was  focmod  *  ct 

a  single  diamond,  and  the  scabhanl  w.is  made  nf  sandalwood,  ornamented 
emeralds  and  rubies.     His  bow  and  quu-er  hung  gracefully  acrou  Us 
Thus  equipped  in  a  m.-utner  which  was  greatly  becoming  his  fKUunU  good 
ancc,  he  arrived  at  the  city  of  Harran.     He  soon  found  an  oppononiiy  of 
presented  to  the  king,  who.  charmed  with  his  beauty  and  fine  figtire,  nr  pohsHHOpt 
drawn  by  the  secret  ties  of  blood,  gave  him  a  very-  ^.ivmirable  receptSLin,  oim)  (^^lale- 
manded  of  liim  his  name  and  rank.    "  Sire,"  replied  Cod.i/    :    •  *  ' ..-  km^hm  of 

an  emir  of  Cairo  ;  my  desire  to  iiavel  has  induced  me  to  ■  i  ,  *£A- —  4f 

I  learned,  in  passing  through  your  dominions,  thai  you  .nr  .n  ».ii  wxii  vmim—   ■  vi 
your  ncighhourfi,  I  directed  my  way  to  your  court,  in  order  th.it  I  might  cffo'    '^Mv 
osstsunc:  of  my  arm  to  your  majesty."  The  king  overtvhelmcd  bun  whfa  caRM^PC^ 
and  immediately  gave  him  a  distinguished  situation  in  his  amy. 

This  young  urmcc  was  not  slow  in  making  his  vahnir  knowtL     He  M.({e£*W 
the  esteem  of  the  f)Aiccrs,  excited  the  admiration  of  ilie  soldiers,  and,  u  he  Sna/ 
no  le^s  understanding  than  courage,  so  effectually  secured  hinaelT  in  the  fV*' 
gnuxs  of  the  lung,thai  he  soon  became  his  iavourilb    A  day  never  puaed  ^ 
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mmisters  and  other  coaniers  did  not  attend  i»pay  their  respects  to  Codadad, 
his  friendship  with  much  eaj;cnic£s,  while  they  wholly  disregarded  the 
sons  of  the  Idn^. 

CSC  )*ounK  princes  could  not  behold  this  neglect  without  feeling  tliemselvcs 
oObnded,  and  imputing;  11  entirely  to  the  esteem  in  whidi  the  stranger  was 
,tbcy  all  conceived  the  greatest  aversion  to  him.  At  the  same  lime  the  king, 
imin^  every  day  more  attached  to  Ivim,  was  continually  giving  him  m-irks  of 
a^ection.  Hewished  him  tobeconst:inllyaboiit  hispcrson.  Hewascharmed 
■4th  his  conversation,  whrcli  he  found  rt-pletc  with  wt  and  knowledge ;  and  to 
{ive  indisputable  proof  of  the  ht^h  opinion  he  entertained  of  his  wisdom  and 
Bndcnce,he  cntnisted  him  with  the  care  of  the  other  princes— although  he  was 
out  of  the  same  .1;^  as  themscK'es — in  such  a  way  that  Codadad  became  the 
{ovcmor  of  his  brothers. 

Tluft,  &s  may  be  iupposcd,  only  increased  their  hatred  **  WTiat ! "  said  they, 
"b  not  the  king  contented  with  bcstuMnnK  on  this  stranger  the  affection  which 
be  ftwes  to  us,  but  must  lie  also  inake  liiiu  our  governor,  so  that  we  are  to  do 
nothing  without  hi^  peiTnission  ?  This  is  more  than  we  can  or  ought  to  endure. 
We  must  rid  ourselves  of  this  cnrrnarhcr  on  our  rights."  '*  We  have  only,"  said 
eac  of  them,  "  to  go  all  of  us  together  in  search  of  itim,  and  to  fall  on  him  with 
Ott  ubres."  "  No,  no,"  said  another,  "  we  must  not  be  ourseh'cs  the  ministers 
of  our  revenge ;  his  death  would  render  us  h.itcful  to  the  king,  who  would  per- 
lups.  in  consequence,  declare  us  all  unworthy  to  reign.  Let  u&  manage  the  busi- 
tJ  re  dexterity.    ]  propose  that  wc  ask  Iea%'c  to  hunt,  and  when  we  ore 

al  ible  distance  from  the  palace,  let  us  take  the  road  to  some  other 

Oty,  wbeie  we  will  go  and  remain  for  some  time.  Our  absence  will  alarm  the 
kaic,  who,  not  seeing  us  return,  will  lose  all  patience,  and  most  likely  condemn 
Ae  strmngcr  to  death  ;  he  will  at  least  be  dismissed  from  court  for  having  allowed 
u  10  quit  the  palace." 

All  the  princes  applauded  this  artifica  They  went  immediately  in  search  of 
Codadad,  and  entreated  him  to  give  them  pcnnission  ii*  t.ike  the  diversion  of 
kttting,  promising  to  return  the  same  day.  The  son  of  Pirouie  fell  into  the 
flure,  and  granted  tlie  request  which  his  brothers  made.  They  dcpaned,  but 
Rtanied  noc  They  had  already  been  absent  three  days,  when  the  kmg  said  to 
Codldad.  *•  Where  are  the  prince?*  ?  It  is  a  long  time  since  I  saw  them."  "  Sire," 
fccrepliod,  making  tlie  most  profound  reverence, '"  ihey  have  been  out  on  a  hunt- 
iqCpwlyfor  the  last  Uiree  days  ;  they  promised  me  that  they  woidd  return  much 
wooer."  The  king  became  anxious  about  his  sons,  and  his  uneasiness  increased 
Oh  the  fiillowing  day,  when  he  found  that  the  princes  did  not  in.ike  their  appear- 
Hc  wai  no  longer  able  to  restrain  his  anger  ;  "  Impudent  stranger,"  said 
to  Codadad.  "how  dare  yon  pennit  my  sons  to  go  away  without  accompan)-ing 
?  Is  It  in  this  manner  that  you  acquit  yourself  of  the  important  charge 
nmnitied  to  you?  Go  and  search  for  ihcm  irustantly, and  bring  them  to  inc,or 
beassttred  that  your  destruction  is  inevitable.'^ 

At  tlKM  words  of  the  king,  the  unliappy  son  of  Pirouzi  was  chilled  with  fear. 

He  bnmediatcly  provided  himself  witli  his  accustomed  .irmsmountetl  his  horse, 

■»4  lift  the  dly  to  go  in  search  of  his  brothers,  traversing  the  countr>'  like  a 

ifecyberd  who  lias  lost  his  flock.     He  inquired  in  every  village  if  they  had  been 

»B|ft  to  pass  through  it,  but  obtaining  no  information   whatever,  he  at  length 

^■daned  bimsctf  to  despair.     "  A\\  I  my  brothers,"  he  exclaimed,  "where  are 

ymgCMtl    Alas  ;  perhaps  you  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  enemies,  and  are  at 

^bnomeot  endunng  evcr>- h.irdship  that  their  malice  can  dictate.     Would  to 

C«4  I  faiid  never  come  to  the  court  of  1  larran  I  I  alone  am  to  blame  in  occasion- 

■t«0 Buch  jrief  to  the  king.     How  can  I  repair  the  evil  of  which  I  have  been 

|M^?*    In  these  and  similar  expressions  he  poured  forth  his  lamentations  at 

^aiiastrous  event  which  bad  taken  place,  and  of  which  he  coiuidered  himself 
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After  some  days  employed  in  a  fruitlrss  search,  he  arrived  in  a  pbtn  of  van 
extent,  in  the  middle  of  which  w.is  a  paLicc  built  of  black  marble.  On  approach- 
ing near  it,  he  saw  .it  the  window  a  lady  of  excessive  beauty.  Her  charmv  how- 
ever hirhly  altrartivc,  owed  nothing  to  the  aid  of  ornament ;  her  hair  wu 
dishe^'eUea,  her   garments  lorn,  and    her  countenance  expressed  the  utnwsc 

liction.  As  soon  as  sht:  perceived  Codadad,  and  be  was  near  cnouRh  to  bear 
It  she  said,  she  addreswd  him  in  these  words  :  "Oh, young  man, fly  from  ihu 
ital  place.or  you  will  soon  find  yourself  in  ihepowerof  themonster  who  inbAbit^ 
it  A  negro,  who  makes  his  repast  on  human  blood,  has  here  his  abode ;  be 
seixes  every  one  whose  hard  fortune  o^tcasions  them  to  pass  throagh  this  {^oin, 
and  s]iut$  ihem  up  in  dark  dungeons,  whence  they  arc  never  released  but  to  te 
devoured." 

"  Madam,"  replied  Codadad,  "  inform  me  who  you  are,  and  give  yoandf  so 
concern  with  respect  to  inc."  "  I  am  a  person  of  rank,  and  come  mnn  Cairo," 
replied  the  lady.  "  1  was  (Kissing  near  this  castle  in  my  way  to  Ba}KUd,whca  I 
met  the  negro,  who  killed  all  my  servants,  and  brought  me  hither.  I  w  ish  1  h...i 
nothing  worse  to  fear  than  death  ;  but  to  increase  my  misery,  this  . 
desirous  that  I  should  pretend  an  aff'ection  for  bis  person,  and  if  I  li 
morrow  yield  myself  a  willing  sacritice  to  his  bruLihty,  I  am  to  expect  tbe  last 
and  most  cruel  effect  of  his  passion.  Once  more,"  added  she,  **  let  rae  cntrett 
you  to  save  yourself :  the  negro  will  soon  return  ;  he  is  gone  in  pursuit  of  some 
travellers  whom  he  observed  at  a  distance  on  the  plain.  You  have  no  time  ti* 
lose,  and  1  know  not  whether  even  the  most  rapid  flight  will  now  enable  )n»  to 
escape." 

She  had  not  finished  these  words  when  the  negro  appeared — a  monster  of 
most  gig-antic  siie  and  terrific  appearance.  He  was  moimted  on  a  ^-ery  powccM 
Tartari.in  horse,  and  carried  at  his  side  a  scimitar  so  large  and  Ii-  *'    "  none 

but  himself  could  wield  it.     The  prince,  having  obser\'ed  him,  w  i  i«|  at 

his  immense  stature.     He  offered  up  his  prayers  to  Ilea\-en  to  criin.-ji  n%  ij« 
and  nixitection:  he  then  drew  his  »i;ihre,  and  waited  in  a  firm  pasture  of  ilefeD< 
till  the  negro  should  attack  him,  who.  scorning'  so  feeble  a  foe,  summoned 
to  surrender  without  conflict;  but  Cod.idad  soon  made  him  sensible,  by 
und.iuntcd  countenance,  that  he  intended  to  defend  his  life ;  for  he  apprcoclied- 
and  gave  him  a  violent  blow  on  the  knee.     The  negrOt  perceiving  hi 
wounded,  uttered  a  most  dreadful  cry,  which  resounded  uirough  the  wnole 
He  became  furious— he  c\'cn  foamed  with  rage;  and  rising  up  in  hia  si 
prepared,  in  his  turn,  to  strike  Codadad  with  his  tremendous  scimitar. 
blow  was  ain>cd  with  so  much  force,  tliat  the  young  prince  would  Im-e 
inevitably  killed  if  he  had  not  had  the  address  to  e>-ade  it  b\-  thr  mrtst  -rtnl 
management  of  his  hor.w.     The  scimitar  m-ide  a  tremendous  \\\- 
But  before  he  had  tunc  to  aim  a  second  blow,  Cod.idad  le%ell«l  •■ 
so  much  force  that  he  cut  off  his  right  arm.    The  drcidful  a 
with  the  hand  that  held  it:  and  the  negro,  yielding  to  the  ' 
lost  his  stirnms  and  his  scat,  while  the  earth  resounded  with  -..ic  noise  i->cc3-»i.iii 
by  his  fall.   The  prince  alighted  immediately  frum  his  hone,  threw  bimsctf  i 
his  enemy,  and  cut  off  his  head.    At  this  moment  the  bdy,  who  had  been 
the  time  a  witness  of  the  combat,  ami  who  was  still  offering  her  (trdent 
He.\vcn  for  the  young  hero,  whose  person  had  already  stnick  hr--  ■■  <i- 
tion,  sent  forth  a  shout  of  joy ;  she  then  addressed  hrrself  to  Coi:  .oc: 

for  the  severe  victorj-  you  have  just  gained,  as  well  as  ^-our  :.  ,;— 
persuade  me  that  you  can  be  of  no  common  condition,  finish  ywar 
negro  has  the  keys  of  the  castle;  take  them  and  come  and  rrtc.i-.c  me  frt 
prison."     The  prince  followed  the  lady's  directions,  and  ^ 
the  misor.iblo  wretch  as  he  lav  eKtended  in  the  dust,  ami  fui. 
in  his  pockets. 


He  opened  ihe  first  pite  of  Uic  casile,  and  entered  into  a  larce  cmirt,  where 
he  foand  the  lady,  who  was  approachin}(  to  meet  him.  She  was  anxious  to 
^buv  bcrscir  at  bis  feet  to  express  her  gratitude,  but  lie  would  not  permit  her. 
^be  commended  his  valour,  and  exalted  him  above  nil  the  heroes  uf  the  world, 
^o  these  compliments  he  replied  in  proper  terms,  and  iis  $he  apftearcd  to  bira 
more  lovely  now  be  s.iw  her  near  than  when  he  beheld  her  at  a  distance, 
11  n  not  easy  to  say  who  experienced  the  ^re.itcr  delight — she,  at  bcin^  released 
tfmm  M>  perilous  a  iituation,  or  he,  at  having  rendered  so  important  a  service  to 
«ochanning  a  woman. 

Thar  coBverution  was  now  interrupted  by  cries  and  groans.  "What  do  I 
Inrf*  cnelaimed  Codadad  ;  "whence  come  these  lamentable  sounds  which 
Md  ny  eara?"  "Sir,"  said  die  lady,  poinliny  tnwards  a  low  door  which  was 
V  the  court.  **  they  aritie  friim  yonder  pl.ice,  where  are  confined  a  number  of 
Oiiapmr  pcrwn*;,  whos*  impropilious  stars  threw  into  the  negro's  hand*.  They 
«K  m  in  cham$,  and  erery  day  this  monster  drew  forth  one  of  them  for  his 
tnmd  repast" 
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**  1  am  rejoiced  w  find,*  said  the  prince, "that  my  riaary  tant%  At  %mi,wti 
matpf  aaSonvauc  pemnu.    Cork,  tnadun.  oome  sad  panidtc  witk 
plcaumc  ai  restoring  them  thor  hlmiT  ■-  >tm  can  Jvdge  bf  yvar  ova  ia 
the  hapfmwT  we  arc  goine  to  conier,"    At  tfaew  wnrda.  tBe7  adnaced 
the  door  of  the  dungeon :  In  proponwn  as  thrv  appnaOtti  <  ifacjr  heard 
disttnctty  the  cries  m  the  prisoners.    Codadad  Sat  the  most  avamm 
for  these  unhappv  suflcrers,  and  impatient  to  put  an  end  n  their 
applied  without  delay  one  of  the  ktry^  to  the  lock;  he  f&d  not  a<  fint 
r^t  one*  he  then  tried  another.     Tbc  noue  alamcd  these  wteichtid 
ibey  were  foUy  persuaded  that  it  wna  the  negnK  «ho,  acoanUac  Bo 
hrii^ng  them  ikdr  daily  food,  and  CDcning  to  sax  oo  one  of  i 
Tbejr  rMcnbled  their  groans  and  lamentatsoos;  and  it  seoaed  as  if 
sMBids  proceeded  from  the  centre  of  the  earth. 

In  the  meantinie  the  prinize  t^eaed  ihe  door,  aad  di>co*ercd  a 
staircaie,  by  means  of  which  he  desoeaded  into  a  vasx  and 
rendered  more  horrible  by  the  feeble  Kght  which  H  received  6n«D  a  xogjfe  % 
aperttire;  within  wrre  a  hundred  more  pexsoos  confined  to  seakn^  hnJM.  tfKr 
hands  bound.    "  L'nfonnnate  craveUexs.'  said  he;  "aanrahle  victins,  ma  hatf 


iMthing  to  expect  but  the  moment  of  a  cniel  deuh,  lenm  jnor  aaati  «» 
Hearen,  which  has  this  day  ddiivcred  TO«t  by  the  assstance  of  myaiVL  I  have 
killed  the  borrible  oegni  of  whom  }\ii  were  destined  to  be  the  prryr  ■ad  >■ 
now  aane  to  break  >-out  chains."    The  pcisooets  bad  iio  siwaer  hcanl  ihcv 
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words  dian  they  sent  forth  nil  together  a  cry  of  sar|Mis«  and  iojr.     i 
the  lady  be^n  to  unbind  them,  and  iho&e  who  were  released  6vai  dM^ 
assisted  in  ginng  freedom  to  the  rest,  so  that  in  a  rer?  shon  liBK  the 
immber  were  at  liberty. 

They  (Ilea  felt  upon  thetr  knees  and  thanked  Codidad  for 
destruction :  .lAer  this  they  quitted  the  cave.  When  they 
cctirt,  how  great  was  the  astorushment  of  the  prioce  to 
prisoners  his  brothers,  of  whom  be  was  in  search,  aad  wfetta  he  had 
of  ever  beholding  more:  "  Frinces  I*  he  exclaimed,  oo  seeii^  tfwm,  'aai  I 
deceived  ?  May  I  then  still  h<ne  to  restore  von  to  the  aims  of  the  U 
father,  who  is  now  tnconsolable  for  yoor  absence?  Are  yoa  all  ia 
Has  no  one  (aDen  x  prc\-  to  the  destnctive  monster  ?  Alas !  the  death  of  aalr 
one  amongst  you  would  be  sufficient  to  poison  all  the  jof  I  fed  at  hiiia^  aena 
the  rest.* 

The  forty-nine  princes  all  presented  tbemMlves  before  Codadad^  wte  a» 
braced  them  one  after  another,  and  informed  them  of  the  Beat  aneniacaa  «W(fc 
their  absence  had  occasioned  the  king.  Tbey  bestoweo  oa  ikeir  ddBifgar  dl 
tiie  pcaaes  he  so  well  merited,  as  ihd  also  the  rest  of  the  |w*WTirr%  wba  wva 
yet  nndile  to  find  terms  sufficiently  sttoog  to  expren  the  giatkada  ibtw  Ml  tf 
tfaesr  releasee  After  this,  Codadad,  accompanied  by  all  thoae  whom  ac  hat 
tescoed  from  the  dungeon,  %-tsited  the  whohs  castle,  m  which  they  fawad  goa^ 
of  immense  valoe.  consisung  of  fine  cloths,  gold  brocades,  IVrvaa  carpets, 
Chitifeie  satins,  aiuj  an  infinitv  of  other  mercbaadise,  wMch  thie  nero  had  iMaa 
from  the  carnrans  he  had  pilla^'cd.  and  of  wfaicfa  a  great  part  hmamA  tft  ibe 
prisoners  whom  Codatlad  bad  ju<;i  released,  who  each  knew  aad  donttf  his 
own  propeny.  The  prince  ordered  that  they  shoidd  every  one  take  the  fa^a 
that  neloDged  to  them,  and  be  afterwards  tfivklcd  equally  amongtt  th^  the 
rest  of  the  merchandise.  He  then  said  to  them,  **  Bat  bow  will  ycai  mhhmpb  fhae 
goods  ?  Wc  are  here  in  a  desert,  where  there  seems  not  iha  limt  pmfaakB^  of 
oor  being  able  to  procure  horses."  "  Sir,*  rcpUed  oes  of  the  faiiBDUv  "i^ 
oesTO  took  our  camels  at  the  same  time  that  he  robbed  usof  our  other  praperrv: 
pcnapa  they  are  «i!l  ia  the  stables  beioagtag  to  thb  castle.'*  "  It  is  dm  am- 
powiNr,"  returned  Codadad:  **Iet  as  go  aad  examiaft*    They  weat  to  lbs 
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«ables»  wfcere  ihey  found  no*  only  the  camels  of  the  merchants,  but  even  the 
bones  belonging  lo  the  sons  of  tlic  King  of  Harran.  This  ^'ave  them  all  very 
It  debghL  'ITiere  were  in  the  stables  a  number  of  blatlc  slaves,  who,  se^ng 
prisoners  frctd,  and  concluding:  from  thence  that  the  negro  was  killed,  took 
iiiann,  and  had  recourse  immediately  to  flight  by  a  variety  of  circuitous  paths 
with  which  they  uxrc  acquainted.  No  one  had  the  least  desire  to  follow  them. 
The  tncrch^ints,  <)cli);hted  thai  tliev  had  recovered  their  camels  and  goods  with 
their  hbertv,  prepared  to  depart;  Vut  before  they  went,  they  again  made  their 
MMt  grateful  acknowledgincnts  to  their  deliverer. 

When  they  were  gone,  Co<ladad  addressed  himself  to  the  lady  :  "May  I  in- 
niirc,  madam.*  said  he,  '*  whither  you  wish  to  go?  To  what  country  were  you 
aiieciing  your  steps  when  you  were  surprised  by  the  negro  ?  It  is  my  wish  and 
mteotion  to  conduct  you  to  the  place  you  may'  have  lixed  on  for  your  retreat ; 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  these  princes  have  formed  the  same  resolution."  The 
leas  of  ibc  King  of  H^irran  protested  to  the  lady  that  they  would  not  lea\'e  her 
tiD  they  }iad  restored  her  to  her  friends. 

**  Pnnces,"  said  she  to  tliem.  "  I  belong  to  a  country  far  distant  from  hence ; 
cttd  besides  thai,  it  would  be  an  abuse  of  your  generosity  to  take  you  so  much 
out  of  your  way.  I  confers  to  you  that  I  am  for  ever  separated  from  my  home.  I 
fold  ynu  a  little  while  since  that  I  w.is  a  lady  of  C.iiro  :  but  after  the  kindness 
)m  have  shown  me,  and  the  j^re-tt  ohligalion  I  owe  to  you,  sir,"  added  she,  direct- 
"""  her  ipeech  to  Codadad,  "  I  can  have  no  reason  to  conceal  from  you  the  real 
I  am,  then,  the  daughter  of  a  king.  A  usurper,  after  caking  away  my 
't  life,  seized  upon  his  throne.  Fearing  to  meet  with  tl  c  same  untimely 
od,  I  h.id  recourse  to  flight,  as  the  only  means  to  preserve  myself."  In  conse- 
quence of  this  avuwal,  Codadad  and  his  brothers  entreated  the  princess  to  rdate 
ha  history— assuring  her  thai  they  took  all  possible  interest  in  her  misfortunes, 
and  that  there  was  nothing  they  were  not  ready  to  do  in  order  to  promote  her 
Amiiness.  After  h3\-ing  thanked  them  for  their  new  offers  of  service,  and  bc- 
Scmig  that  she  could  not,  witii  any  civility,  refuse  to  gratify  their  curiosity,  she 
EUi  the  following  recital  of  her  adventures  : 

'TlKn:  is  in  a  certain  isl»nd  a  large  cit)-,  called  Dcryabar.     It  was  for  a  long 

med  by  a  great,  powerful,  and  virtuous  monarch,  who,  had  he  been 

ith  chilflfcn.  would  hnve  wanted  notliing  to  render  him  completely 

He  was  perpetually  offering  prayers  to  Heaven  for  a  son  ;  but  the  queen 

ifc,  after  long  and  earnest  expectation,  gave  to  the  world  only  a  daughter, 

am  this  unhappy  princess.     My  father  felt  disappointment  rather  than 

tre  at  my  birth  ;  but  he  submitted  to  the  will  of  God.    He  had  me  educated 

all  im^iginable  care,  being  resolved,  since  he  had  no  son,  that  I  should  be 

cted  in  the  art  of  government,  and  succeed  to  the  throne  at  his  decease. 

I'hilc  he  was  one  day  taking  the  diversion  of  hunting,  he  perceived  a  wild 

which  he  imnicdt.itcly  pursued,  separating  himself  from  the  rest  of  his  party. 

-*!»  ardour  carried  him  so  far,  that,  without  thinking  how  far  he  strayed,  he  ron- 

'  the  pursuit  till  night.     He  then  alighted  from  his  horse,  and  seated  him- 

at  the  entrance  of  the  wood,  into  which  he  h.id  observed  the  ass  to  enter. 

ly  was  the  day  closed,  when  he  perceived  a  light  amongst  the  trees,  which 

ftioi  to  suppose  that  he  was  not  far  distant  from  some  village  ;  and  he  rejoiced 

tut  thouifDts  of  being  able  to  pass  the  night  tlicre.  and  also  of  finding  some 

to  tend  to  the  people  of  his  suite,  in  order  to  mform  them  where  he  was.  He 

ttttd  proceeded  towards  the  light,  which  served  as  a  guide  to  him. 

He  very  soon  discovered  that  he  had  been  deceived,  and  ih.it  this  light  pro* 

^secdtd  from  a  fire  in  a  hut  not  f.ir  distant.     He  approached  towards  it.  when  he 

^nttaach  astonished  lo  behold  a  tall  black  man,  or  rather  a  hombic  giant,  who 

^■v  akalng  upon  a  sofx    The  monster  had  before  him  a  large  pitcher  of  wine, 

^id  WIS  roasting  upon  some  coals  an  ok,  which  he  bad  iust  flayed.    He  was 
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constanlly  employing  himself  either  in  drinking  out  of  the  pitcher,  or  in 
the  ox  inli)  iiiei:es,  which  lie  greedily  ricvnured.     Hut  wImi  ntofit  engaged 
tcntion  uf  the  king  my  father,  was  a  bcauiitul  woman,  whom  be  aw  m  tWi 
She  .ip[>eared  to  be  absorbed  in  pror^und  melancholy  :  her  huidi  were  lied  ] 
her  feet  wa&  a  little  child  between  two  and  three  ycar»  of  agr,  wfao,as  If  Iw  ■ 
already  scn->iblc  to  the  misfortunes  of  his  iDutber,  wept  without  inwnnMtaii, 
making  the  air  resound  with  his  cries. 

"  My  father  was  so  atfcctcd  at  what  he  saw,  that  he  felt  at  fmt  n  lUuag 
clination  to  enter  the  hut  and  attack  the  giant ;  but  rertectinu  thai  thii 
would  be  too  unequal,  he  restrained  him<iclf,  and  resolved  to  do  by 
he  despaired  of  being  able  to  effect  by  force.     In  the  meantime  the 
havini,'  emptied  the  pitcher  and  eaten  more  than  half  the  ox.  turned 
wards  the  lady,  aud  ^aid,  'Chanuing  prmcess.  why  uiU  jon,  by  your 
cumpol  nic  to  treat  you  with  so  much  rigour  ?     It  depends  eniircly  on  yoQ* 
be  happy  ;  you  ha%c  only  lo  lake  the  resolution  tn  love  and  \k  faithful  to 
assure  yourself  of  ihc  most  kind  and  gentle  treatment.'    '  Thou  haieAil  s 
replied  the  lady,  'never  hope  that  time  will  diminish  the  horror  1 
beholding  thee.     Thou  wilt  ever  be  a  monster  in  my  eyes  !'    Tbcw  wtml* 
followed  by  so  many  injurious  expressions,  that  theKi*'tnt  became  irritaied. 
is  too  much  '. '  he  exclaimed  in  a  furious  tone  ;  '  love  thus  scorned  lumi 
Your  hate  lias  at  k-nj^lh  excited  mine  ;  it  now  so  far  gets  the  better 
clination,  tli.it  I  have  never  so  ardently  wished  the  pos>e>sion  of  your 
I  now  wish  your  destniction.'     Having  concluded  these  words,  he  seiiedl 
happy  woman  by  her  hair,  and  holding  her  with  one  hand  in  the  wr, 
drew  his  scimitar  with  the  other,  was  preparing  lo  cyi  otf  her  hcad«  wbcfl  ftr 
king  my  father  discharged  an  arrow,  which  pierced  his  brcast^the  giant  Ka(- 
gered,  and  in  an  instant  fell  down  lifeless. 

"  My  father  entered  the  htit ;  lie  untied  the  lady's  liands,  and  then  re«|wateJ 
to  know  who  she  nas,  and  by  what  accident  she  had  beett  brought  to  «adk  i 
place.  *Sir,'  she  replied,  'there  are  living  upon  the  sea-shore  a  certain  tiffMJKT 
of  Saracenic  families,  whose  chief  was  a  prince  to  whom  1  am  nuirric  ' 
giant,  whom  ^xiu  have  just  killed,  was  one  of  his  principal  officers  :  tha 
conceived  a  violent  passion  for  me,  which  he  took  great  pains  to  conceal' 
should  lind  n  Civourable  opportunity  of  executing  a  scheme  he  had  fuiiuul  of 
carrying  me  away  by  force.  It  sliuuld  seem  that  fortune  more  frrquetitly  Cxroon 
the  enterpri^s  of  the  wicked  than  the  resolutions  of  ilie  good.  The  guint  »■^ 
prised  me  one  day  with  my  child  in  n  letired  place,  when  he  carried  ui'  biith  c4^t 
."Uid  to  render  useless  all  the  inquiries  which  lie  naturally  supposed  my  havbmd 
would  make  on  the  occasion,  he  travelled  to  a  great  distance  from  the  coomit 
inhabited  by  the  Saracens,  and  brought  us  to  this  wood,  where  he  has  kept  ae 
for  some  days. 

***But  however  deplorable  my  destiny  may  be,  [  do  not  fail  to  dctiv*  waA 
secret  consolation  when  I  reflect  th.it  this  giant,  bnital  and  impustoMd  n  ke 
was,  never  had  recourse  to  violence  to  obtain  that  which  I  alwiys  refused  to  hb 
prayers.  It  is  true  he  was  threatening  me  perpeluftlly  that  he  would  proceed  W 
the  most  shocking  extremities  if  he  could  not  othcrwiM?  gel  tite  belter  ot  mf 
resistance  ;  and  I  confess  to  you,  that  fmjuently,  when  I  have  by  the  (reedon  « 
my  language  excited  his  anger,  I  have  been  much  less  apprehensive  for  rny  life 
than  I'or  my  honour. 

•*'  This,  sir.'  continued  the  wife  of  the  Prince  of  the  Saracens,  *li  my  historr: 
and  you  will,  I  doubt  not,  think  me  so  far  worthy  of  your  pity,  as  not  to  rtpeat 
the  generous  os^stancc  you  have  given  me.*  *  Indeed,  madam,'  rciiUed  mr 
faihei,  'your  misfortune  interests  rac  much;  I  feel  myself  very  stroftcly  albcM 
by  them,  nor  shall  it  be  my  fault  if  your  future  destiny  be  not  very  diffiicwt 
from  what  you  have  lately  experienced.     To-morrow,  as  soon  as  the  BionM»< 
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x^ra  sluU]  have  dispersed  the  shades  of  night,  we  will  leave  this  wood,  and  seek 
the  road  to  the  great  city  of  Deryabar,  of  whictt  I  am  sovereign  ;  and,  if  it  be 
agreeable  to  you^  you  shall  remain  in  my  palace  itll  the  prince  your  husband 
yoci^  to  demand  you.' 

"The  lady  accepted  the  proposal,  and  the  next  day  followed  the  lung  my 
^ibcr.  Immediately  on  quitting  the  wood,  he  obsen'cd  the  officers  of  his  ^uitc, 
-vho  had  passed  the  night  in  search  of  him,  and  ncre  in  great  anxiety  on  his 
accDont.  Their  delight  in  seeing  him  again  was  not  greater  than  their  astonish- 
mail  when  they  beheld  with  hun  a  lady  of  such  exquisite  beauty.  He  related  to 
vlua  in  what  manner  he  had  met  with  her,  and  the  danger  he  had  run  in 
apiifoaching  the  hut,  where  he  would,  without  doubt,  have  lost  his  life  if  the 
SianC  bad  seen  him.  One  of  the  ofticers  took  the  lady  behind  him,  and  another 
uak  charge  of  the  child. 

"They  arriied  in  this  manner  al  the  palace  of  the  king  my  father,  who  imme- 
diately ordered  an  apartment  for  tiie  lair  Saracen,  .md  had  her  son  educated 
with  the  greatest  aneniion.  The  lady  was  far  from  insensible  to  the  king's 
SDO^Bi^ss ;  she  felt  towards  him  all  the  gratitude  he  could  wish.  She  at  6r3t 
■»*— '*iy*  rather  uneasy  and  impatient  at  hearing  nothing  from  the  pnnce  her 
liwband.  but  her  disquietude  gradually  diminished.  The  constant  respect  that 
■»a»  paid  her  by  my  father  charmed  away  her  impatience;  so  much  so,  mdced, 
VJut  she  would  at  last,  I  believe,  have  considered  herself  more  unfortunate 
sa  being  restored  to  her  relations  than  in  having  been  ever  separated  from  them. 
"  In  the  meantime  the  son  of  this  lady  attained  manhood  ;  he  was  of  an 
mtdy  good  figure,  and,  as  he  by  no  means  wanted  understanding,  readily 


Jouad  ihie  way  of  pleasing  the  king  my  father,  who  conceived  for  him  a  great 

vuganL     This  was  quickly  perceived  by  the  persons  of  the  court,  who  imagined 

*»  coniequcnce  that  this  young  man  would  be  my  husban<t.     Possessed  oT  this 

Ta|Jiiiiiii  and  looking  upon  him  as  heir  to  the  crown,  they  attached  themselves  to 

^im  with  much  assiduity,  and  every  one  of  them  very  strenuously  endeavoured 

V«gain  his  confidence.    The  young  man  had  suiiicient  penacration  to  discover 

^^  tnotivc  of  their  attachment ;  the  idea  was  so  grateful  to  him,  that,  forgetting 

^.b*  difference  of  our  situations,  he  indulged  himself  in  the  hope  that  my  father 

^%ad  cooceivcd  so  great  an  affection  for  him  as  to  prefer  bis  alliance  to  that  of  all 

^^kr  priaccs  of  the  world.     He  went  even  further :  the  king  being,  in  his  opinion, 

■  %40  Unl)r  in  offering  him  my  hand,  he  presumed  to  demand  it. 

I  "However  great  mighl  be  the  punishment  due  to  such  audacity,  my  father 

I  ^rooicBted  himself  with  telling   him  that  he  had  other  views  for  me,   without 

I  '^«stif]ring  any  particular  marks  of  displeasure.    This  haughty  youth  was  ex- 

^  tjeineiy  uritated  at  the  refusal,  .-ind  felt  himself  as  much  offended  at  the  slight 

■Bast  upon  his  address  as  if  he  liad  demanded  a  common  person,  or  as  if  his  birth 

^^Kaud  equalled  mine.     His  resentment  did  not  rest  here :  he  resolved  to  avenge 

**>invirll  on  tlie  king ;  and  by  an  excess  of  ingratitude  of  which  there  arc,  I  trust, 

WStw  examples,  he  conspired  against  him,  struck  a  poniard  to  his  heart,  and  got 

w^iillililf  proclaimed  King  of  Dcryabar  by  a  great  number  of  discontented  persons. 

^qr  wbosc  disaffcciiun  he  well  knew  how  to  proRL      His  first  care,  after  he  had 

^r^csurvrd  my  father,  was  to  come  himself  to  my  apartment  at  the  be.id  of  a  party 

^af  tbe  conspirators.      His  design  was  either  to  take  away  my  life  or  compel  me 

^^  raarr)'  hinrL     But  I  had  time  to  escape.     While  he  was  employed  in  murder- 

^ai(  my  Esther,  the  grand  vizier,  who  liad  always  been  faithful  to  hi:i  master* 

^^ame,  and  tearing  roe  from  the  palace,  conveyed  me  to  a  place  of  safety  in  the 

^  of  one  of  his  friends,  where  he  kept  mc  concealed  till  a  vessel,  secretly 

by  his  order,  was  ready  to  sail     I  then  ((uilled  the  Island,  accompanied 

by  a  fetn^  attendant  and  this  generous  minister,  who  was  more  inclined  to 

the  daughter  of  his  master  and  share  her  misfortunes  than  to  o' 


498 


Thf  Arabian  Nights. 


r 


**  It  was  the  intention  of  tbe  grand  vi2i«r  lo  conduct  me  to  tlie  coons  of 
neighbouring  monarchs,  in  order  lo  implore  their  assisiincc,  .ind  excite  llicm  lo 
revenge  the  death  of  m^-  father  -,  but  Heaven  did  not  approve  a  resolution  which 
to  us  .'ippcared  so  reasonable.  Alter  some  da)-^'  sailin};,  there  arose  so  vioUnt  a 
tempest,  that,  in  spile  of  all  the  skill  of  the  sailors,  our  vessel,  carried  away  by 
the  violence  of  the  winds  and  wave!>,  i>pht  upon  a  rock.  1  will  not  stop  to  give 
you  a  description  of  our  shipwreck.  1  cotild  ill  paint  the  manner  in  which  the 
j^rand  vizier,  and  all  those  who  accompanied  mc,  were  swallowed  up  in  dae 
drvadful  abyss :  the  fright  with  which  t  was  seized  did  not  allow  me  lo  obtcrre 
all  the  horror  of  our  fate.  I  toon  lost  my  senses,  nor  can  I  tell  whether  t  was 
carried  on  shore  by  some  pieces  of  tne  wreck,  or  that  Heaven,  in  order  to 
reserve  me  for  further  calamity,  wrought  a  miracle  to  save  mc  ;  I  only  know  thai 
when  I  recovered  my  senses  1  found  myself  on  the  shore. 

**  Misfortune  often  renders  us  unjust :  instead  of  thanking  Cod  for  the  signal 
favour  bestowed  upon  mc,  I  impiously  lifted  up  my  eves  to  reproach  Hcaren  fcr 
the  protection  it  had  granted.  Far  from  lamenting  the  viiicr  and  my  alteadinl, 
I  envied  their  fate ;  and  my  reason  giving  way  by  dei;:Tec4  to  tbe  frightful  kanftt 
which  had  taken  possession  of  my  mind,  I  formed  the  dcsjieraic  rcsoludoaof 
throwing  myself  into  the  sea.  At  the  instant  I  was  going  m  rush  forward,  I 
heard  l^hirid  mc  a  great  noise  of  men  and  horses.  I  immediately  tureiNl 
my  head  to  see  what  it  wa;,  when  I  beheld  a  number  of  armed  honemen,  snwaK 
whom  was  one  mounted  upon  an  Arabian  hor&e.  He  had  on  a  robe  enbraidcna 
with  silver,  conhned  by  a  girdle  of  precious  stones,  and  a  crown  of  sold  SpM 
his  bead.  If  his  dress  had  not  sutiicicntly  declared  that  he  was  tbe  cwcf  of  ibe 
party,  I  should  have  discovered  it  from  the  air  of  grandeur  which  wat  cUAiaed 
over  his  whole  person.  He  was  a  young  man  extremely  well  made,  and  bcBBlili'l 
as  ttie  morning.  Surprised  to  see  a  lady  by  herself  in  so  retired  a  pUce,  he  MM 
forw*nrd  some  of  his  officers  to  inquire  who  I  was.  I  could  make  no  rqptr  but 
by  tears.  As  the  shore  was  covered  with  wreck  from  our  vcisel,  they  concluded 
that  a  ship  had  lately  been  cast  away  oq  the  coast,  ud  that  I  w,\s  one  whn  hid 
escaped.  This  conjecture,  and  the  lively  grief  I  expressed,  excited  the  cnrtostty 
kA  the  officers,  who  began  lo  ask  me  a  thousand  (luestiims.  assuring  me  thai 
their  king  was  a  generous  prince,  and  that  I  should  hnd  at  his  court  eve: 
10  console  me. 

"  The  king  himself,  impatient  to  learn  who  I  could  be,  was  tired  of  w«itiBg 
the  return  of  his  officers  :  he  approached  himself,  and  observed  mc  with 
attention ;   and  as  I  stiU  continued  to  weep  and  moan,  without  being  a' 
reply  to  those  who  interrogated  mc,  he  forbade  them  to  weary  me  anv 
with  their  questions,  and  addressing  himself  lo  me,  'M.idam,'  s-nid  he,  '  t 
you  to  moderate  your  affliction.      If  Heaven  in  its  anger  has  made  voit  led  ■ 
rigour,  are  you  on  thai  account  to  abandon  yourself  to  despair  i"    Summoo^ 
entreat  you, more  fortitude :  the  pains  as  well  as  the  pleasures  of  this  life  are  n 
constant:   your  fate  may  soon  change.     I  venture  to  assure  yon,  myself,  that 
your  distresses  can  be  alleviated,  Uicy  will  be  so  in  my  dominions.     1  c*Tcr  K 
the  a.sylum  of  my  palace  ;  you  w  ill  be  near  the  queen  my  mother,  who  wu_«Sli 
endeavour  by  every  kind  attention  to  mitigate  your  grief.      Though  Ignorant 
present  who  you  arc,  I  feci  myself  much  interested  in  )t«ir  behalfT 

"  1  th.inkcd  the  young  king  for  his  goodness,  and  arrr;  ■-  '  ■'  -    «  i     -  -  .- 
he  made  mc;  and  to  pro\-e  to  him  that  I  w.\<i  not  bcne.Tii 

to  him  who  1  was.    1  painted  to  him  the  audacity  of  the  •'"■■,    v ,.,  ..  .vl  - 

only  occasion  to  make  a  very  simple  narrative  of  my  suftcnnjxs.  to  excite 
rompassinn,  ,'jod  that  of  all  his  officers.   The  prince,  after  I  had  done  s^ 
resumed  the  conversation,  and  again  .issured  me  that  he  look  a  great  intercit 
my  misfortunes.    He  afterwards  conducted  mc  to  the  palace,  wbse  he  pre 
me  to  the  queen  bis  mother.     It  was  necessary  again  to  rdate  ibe  hiKovy 
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adventures,  and  to  reiew  my  tears.  The  queen  showed  herself  extremely  sensible 
ID  mjr  affliction,  rind  conceived  for  me  ibc  tcnderest  regard.  With  respect  to  the 
Icu^  her  son.  he  bec.imc  p<i^sionately  in  love  with  me,  and  soon  offered  me  his 
bind  and  his  crown.  1  had  been  hittieno  so  much  engrossed  by  the  varioits  dis- 
UCen  1  had  suffered,  that  the  prince,  amiable  as  he  u-as,  had  not  made  ttiat  im- 
Bffcsiwn  tyn  nic  which  under  different  circum stances  he  probably  would  have  dune. 
renetrated.  however,  with  gratitude,  1  did  not  refuse  to  promote  bt:»  happiness ; 
our  nwrriayr  was  solemniied  with  all  the  pomp  imaginable. 

"While  every  one  was  occupied  in  celcbratinK  Uie  nuptials  of  their  sovereign, 
I  neighboiiring  and  hosiile  j>rince  came  one  nighi  with  a  considerable  army, and 
nuuSe  a  descent  upon  the  island.  This  formidable  enemy  was  the  King  of  Zan- 
Euriiar ;  he  rame  upon  us  entirely  by  surprise,  and  cut  in  pieces  all  the  subjects 
of  the  king  my  husband.  He  was  on  the  point  of  taking  both  him  and  mc— for 
he  «as  already  m  the  palace  with  part  of  his  people— but  we  found  means  of 
utiiq'  oariclves,  and  of  gaining  the  sca-shorc,  where  vrc  llirew  ourselves  into  a 


9ihBQUUi*9  bark,  which  u-e  had  the  ^yood  fomme  to  meet  with.  For  two  days 
'^'CfDllowcd  the  course  of  the  winds  ^nlhouE  knowing  what  would  be  our  late;  on 
^te  durd  we  perceived  a  ship,  which  approached  us  in  full  sail.  We  were  at  hrst 
^SL%luvd  Bt  the  sight,  suppoamj;  that  it  was  some  merchant  vessel  coming  to  our 
-^cfief ;  but  bow  great  was  our  surpnsc  and  concern  when,  on  its  near  approach, 
saw  on  ihc  deck  ten  ur  twelve  armed  corsairs !  They  immediately  proceeded 
board  us;  five  or  six  threw  themselves  into  llic  bark,  seized  u|ym  us  both, 
^ — Bad  ihc  prince  my  husband,  and  made  us  go  into  their  own  vessel,  when  they 
■kauntdsatcly  rtmoved  my  veil.  My  youth  and  appearance  struck  them  :  they 
T  all  of  them  indeed  so  anxious  to  possess  mc,  that  instead  of  drawing  lots 
me,  e»ery  one  msisted  on  a  preference,  and  resolved  that  I  should  become  his 
The  dispute  grew  warm,  when  from  words  they  soon  proceeded  to  blows, 
hkc  m^idmen.  In  a  moment  the  deck  ^ras  covered  with  dead  bodies  ; 
ihc  conrtirt  ce.">sc  till  the  whole  p;irty  was  slain,  with  the  exception  of  a 
man.  who,  finding  himself  master  of  my  person,  thus  addressed  me  :  '  You 
beioog  lo  me  :  it  is  my  intention  to  conduct  you  to  Cairo  ;  \  shall  there  pre- 
1 3XM  to  a  friend  of  mine  to  whom  I  have  promised  a  handsome  sl.ive.  Hut.' 
ltd  he. observing  the  king  my  hu^hand,  'Who  is  that  man  ?  N^liat  connection 
be  with  y«u  ?  Are  you  allied  by  blood,  or  is  it  love  that  has  brought  you  lo< 
«?*  *S[r,'  1  replied  to  him,  'be  is  my  husband.'  'If  that's  the  case,'  replied 
canatr, '  1  roiut  get  rid  of  him  out  of  pity.     He  must  not  have  the  ofHicuon 
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of  seeing  you  my  friend's  slave.*  Ai  these  words  he  look  the  unhappy  vriotx, 
who  W.1S  boutid,  .ind  threw  him  into  the  sea,  notn-lthsunding  all  the  eSoca  1 
could  m.ike  to  prevent  him, 

"  litis  cruel  action  dretv  from  me  the  most  dreadful  shrieks,  and  I  should  m- 
dispui^ibly  have  plunged  mvMjr  iniu  the  u-avcs  if  the  pirate  bad  not  prwcnaul 
me.  Tercciiin^  that  1  hAii  no  other  wish  than  to  put  an  end  to  my  caiistaK*, 
he  bound  me  with  cords  to  the  m3inm.i3l,  and  then  setting  sail,  proceetkd  ««h 
a  favourable  wind  towards  the  ahore,  where  we  mtoa  landed.  1  nas,  of  come; 
rctca:>cd  iTom  my  cunlincmcnt,  after  which  he  conducted  uic  toi^ards  a  ■■•1 
town.  wliLTC  lie  purchased  cumeli,  tents,  and  slaves,  and  then  truiV  th^  lonie  ■/ 
t^ro,  in  ihc  intention,  as  he  frequently  said,  of  fultilling  W\s  pru 

"We  had  been  some  time  on  our  way,  when  yesterday,  in  pa^-  ,   i   - 

plain,  we  perceived  the  ne^ro  who  inhabited  this  castle.  When  ««  brst  taw  htm 
at  a  distance,  wc  supposed  him  to  be  a  tower,  and  aftenvmrda,  when  he  appcoachri 
us,  we  had  iH'^.tt  dirhculiy  in  believing  him  to  be  a  man.  He  drew  hb  taaanam 
scimitar,  and  suininuncd  the  pirate  to  surrender  himself  prisoner,  with  all 
slaves  and  the  lady  he  was  cunductinir.  The  corsair  did  not  wont  courafc.  i 
being  seconded  by  his  slaves,  who  uU  promised  to  be  faitliful,  he  attjtckeii 
negro.  The  combal  was  of  long  contimiance,  but  the  pirate  at  lengtti  idl 
the  blows  of  his  enemy,  as  did  also  the  slaves,  who  were  determined  10  dLiei 
than  abandon  their  master.  The  n^ro,  after  this,  conveyed  me  lo  ihe 
bearing  at  the  same  time  the  body  of  the  pirate,  which  he  aie  for  supper. 
w'.Trds  the  end  of  this  horrible  repast,  he  said  to  mc,  obscmng  that  I  oro  M 
but  weep, 'Young  lady,  instead  of  thus  afflicting  yourself,  prepare  to  obefl 
orders  ;  let  me  recommend  you  lo  yield  wnh  a  good  grdce  to  wluil  yoo 
a\'otd  ;  I  will  aUow  you  to  reflect  upon  the  atfair  till  ro-tnorrow,  in  the  hope  i 
1  shall  tlien  sec  you  consoled  for  )-our  misfortunes,  in  the  delight  you  mvtt 
at  being  resen'cd  for  my  love  '.'  When  he  bad  nnishcd  this  spcrcb,  be  btni 
conducted  mc  to  a  chamber,  and  then  retired  to  his  own,  having  firr-i  «:<-uieitl 
the  doors  of  tlic  castle ;  these  he  oijened  again  tliis  morning,  tal  i  fi 

theut  after  him,  in  order  to  pursue  '>oine  travellers  whom  he  i.'  i  *< 

ance,  but  who,  it  is  probable,  made  their  escape,  since  he  was  rcturniAg 
and  without  plunder,  when  you  .ittackcd  him." 

The  princess  had  no  sooner  concluded  the  history  of  her  adventures  than 
fladad  assured  her  that  he  sympathized  most  sinccixJy  in  her  misfortunes.  "] 
tnadam,"  be  added,  "it  will  depend  wholly  on  yourself  whether  your  fatan 
be  not  more  tranquil     The  sons  of  the  King  of  Harran  offer  j-ou  an  asyl 
their  fatlicr's  court.     Let  mc  entreat  you  to  accept  it.    You  will  find  ■ 
protector  in  this  prince,  and  will  be  respected  by  ocry  one  ;  and  if  you  da  •■ 
disdain  the  vows  of  him  who  has  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  y<T-!'  •'-'■'  — -*■.  aS 
me  to  otTer  you  my  hand  ;  consent  from  this  moment  to  be  i  'rt  the 

princes  be  witnesses  of  otir  engagement."  The  prinr.-s^  \i.l.l.  _  _  .__,  ,:iuiskj, 
and  the  marriage  was  solemnized  in  the  castle  on  ll  -  Kvcry  tOR  rf 

provision  was  found  in  readiness  for  the  orcosion,  the  ..  '(-'ing  foD  «  neUi 

and  of  various  dishes,  which  the  negro  was  accustomed  to  ieed  on  after  he  had 
satished  himself  with  human  desh.  There  was  also  a  \'ancty  of  fruits,  all  occel- 
lent  ot  their  kind,  and,  to  complete  their  good  fortune,  a  great  quantity  of  liqaon 
and  of  exquisite  wincii. 

They  all  sut  down  to  tabic  ;  when  they  had  eaten  and  drunk  as  mudt  at  the>' 
wished,  they  packed  up  the  rest  of  the  provt^inns,  «nd  left  the  <frti>e.  wifh  tbe 
intention  of  returning  lo  the  King  of  Haf  - 
ney  many  da)'S,  encamping  in  the  most  .i., 

arrived  at  their  last  rcfiting-placc,  within  .i  -i.i .  ar.ir..  itn^  nr 

up  the  rcro.iinder  of  their  uine  with  that  spirit  '.  pcopte  fed 

iuve  00  longer  any  occasion  to  spare  ;  when  lijki.iu.iu  auumtcd  the  panyi 


Uom :  "  Princes,'"  said  be,  "  T  can  no  longer  conceal  from  you  wbo  1  am :  you 
bdkoU  in  in«  your  bnithcr  Cntbdatl.  I  owe  my  being,  as  well  as  yourselves,  to 
iJi'-  "  f  Harran.    I  vr.vi  educated  Iw  the  King  af  Sam-iri.!,  ana  (lie  Hrinces:! 

(  ,n  mother.    Madam,'' added  he,  addri--«ing  himself  to  the  Fiiiiccssof 

I>TT,.i  [■.!..  ■  pardon  roc,  if  to  you  1  have  made  a  mysien.-  of  my  binh.  1  mijjhl, 
perbafM.  li>ul  I  discovered  u  sooner,  tuvc  spared  you  some  unplea^inl  reflections, 
Khicb  yoti  can  scarcely  have  failed  to  make  un  a  marriage  that  must  have  appeared 
ID  you  V3  very  unequal '  "  No.  air."  replied  the  princess,  •*  the  sentimenu  of  re- 
]pid  with  which  you  first  mspircd  mc  have  been  strengthcne<i  ^cty  moment, 
flor  was  it  at  all  ncce^^iry  m  my  h.ii)]>ines&  that  you  should  be  able  to  claim  the 
bij^  ongin  >-oii  h.i\e  now  di'icoverea" 

The  princes  congratuliied  Codadad  on  hi*  birth,  and  expressed  to  him  every 

atlCwara  nurk  of  joy,  ihoii^h  nl  the  bottom  of  ihcir  hearts  ihey  were  ill  at  ease ; 

Adr  hairt<l,  indeed,  to  so  amiable  a  brother  aufymcnied  every  monient    In  tlie 

mddle  of  the  m^hl.  withdrawing  to  a  retired  place,  they  held  a  council  together, 

vlltle  Codadad  and  the  princcst  were  enjoy  m^.  in  ihcir  lent,  the  sweets  of  repose: 

Thcac  ungrateful,  these  envious  wretchei,  furgcttmg  wh.i:  they  owed  to  the 

•counnouK  son  of  Pirouzi;-  that,  without  his  aid,  tliey  would  have  been  all  dc- 

Toved  by  the  nc^ro,  took  the  horrid  resolution  of  as'-^issinaliug  liirn.    *'  There  is 

SUdliaK  cise  we  can  dn,"  said  one  of  the  villains.    "  The  king,  a%  soon  as  he  shall 

laMr  tbat  this  stranger,  whom  he  lo\-cs  so  much,  is  his  son,  and  that  he  has  had 

aaficicni    prowess  .ilone  to  overpower  a  giant  whom  our  united  strength  was 

■mable  til  resist,  will  load  him  with  caresses,  will  be  incessant  in  his  praise,  and 

'«ill  declare  him  hid  heir,  to  the  prejudice  of  all  his  other  sons,  who  will  be  obliged 

9Dproitr.ite  themselves  before  this  brother,  and  yield  him  obedience."    To  these 

"widl  be  added  many  other>,  which   made  so  strong  an  impression  on  ihcir 

^Blkliii  mindv  tluil  ihry  sallied  forth  on  the  instant  with  the  hopes  of  hndin); 

^>dtdad  asleepL    In  this  helpless  state  they  tell  iipun  him  with  a  thousand  strokes 

^  their  poniards,  and  leaving  him  apparently  dead  by  the  side  of  the  princess, 

^bc)'  departed,  directing  their  course  to  the  city  of  Harran.  where  they  arrived 

Vbe  next  day. 

The  kjng  their  fatlier  was  much  delighted  at  their  return,  and  tbe  more  so  as 
^e  had  despaired  of  ever  seeing  them  again.  He  inquired  the  cause  of  their 
^cUy,  which  they  took  especial  care  to  conceal ;  the)-  mentioned  not  a  word 
«iOicr  of  the  negro  or  Cod.idad,  but  merely  staled  that,  not  being  able  to  resist 
vbe  cariosity  they  felt  to  visit  the  country,  ihe>'  made  some  stay  in  sevtnat  of  the 
«dighhaurlng  cities. 

la  the  meantime,  Codadad,  wdtcrinj;  in  his  blood,  and  showing  hardly  any 

tni  of  life,  lay  stretched  in  his  tent,  attended  by  the  princess  his  wife,  who 

scarce!)'  less  to  be  pitied  than  himself     She  filled  the  .-«r  with  her  cries, 

;herhatr,arid  bathed  the  body  of  her  husband  with  hertcars.  *'Ah,  Codadad  !' 

:  exclaimed  every  moment. "  tny  dear  Codadad  !  is  it  you  whom  1  now  behold 

tibe  confines  of  the  grave?  whose  can  be  the  cruel  hands  that  have  reduced 

lo  this  state.'     Can  I  believe  thai  the\are  your  own  brothers  who  have  thus 

nlfclli  mangled  j-ou  ?  brothers,  whf»  owe  their  life  to  your  valnur?    No!  they 

_mons,  who,  assuming  the  appearance  of  persons  so  dear,  have  come 

.r  )-ou  from  cxiMencc.    Ah,  barbarians  !  could  ye  thus  repay  with  Uie 

"^kiktt  tOKratitudc  the  service  he  h.i9  dune  you.'    But  why,  unhappv  Codadad, 

Vluak)  1  lay  tlic  btame  on  your  brothers.'     It  is  to  me  alone  that  you  owe  your 

4Bttb :  you  ha%e  desired  iojoin  your  fate  with  mine,  and  therefore  all  the  ill 

^rbme  which  has  pursued  me  since  I  left  the  palace  of  my  father  has  fallen  upon 

"ywiL    O  Heaven,  by  whose  hard  decree  I  am  condemned  to  lead  a  wandering, 

'WMthed  life,  if  you  prohibit  me  from  having  a  husband,  why  am  I  allowed  to 

MMct  with  any  one  who  desires  to  marr)'  me  ?    This  is  the  second  I  ha\'e  been 

<tpli»ed  of  just  3B  I  began  to  feel  an  attachment  for  him." 
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It  was  in  such  pas$ionaie  expressions  as  these,  and  others  even  more  aflecdoir* 
that  llie  unhappy  Prinrcssof  Dcryahar  gave  utterance  to  her  grief,  while  she  saw 
the  unfuniinaie  Codadad  lying  5cnscle«  before  her.  He  was  npi,  he 
wholly  (jime  ;  he  Mill  continued  to  breathe,  which  being  obsenfed  hy  the  pri, 
his  uile,  she  ran  instantly  towards  a  lar^^c  iouti,  which  appeared  in  the  ' 
order  to  provide  a  surgeon.  She  found  one,  who  rcturnea  with  her  iimni 
but  when  they  arnvcd  at  the  tent,  CodaUad  could  nowhere  be  ("ound  :  lhc>' 
cverj'whcrc  for  him,  but  in  vain  ;  at  length  tliey  concluded  that  !>ome  wild  beut 
had  seized  and  devoured  hioL  The  princess  a^ain  gave  vent  to  the  most  bitlcr 
cncs  and  Lamentations,  in  a  manner  the  mo&t  distressing  that  can  be  tmaKined. 
The  surgeon  wiis  much  affer ted  at  what  he  beheld,  and  being  vcty  unwiQinit  to 
abandon  U\e  lady  in  her  present  affiicticm,  profiosed  to  her  to  return  to  the  town, 
and  made  her  an  olTcr  of  his  hou»e  and  services. 

She  suffered  herself  to  be  persuaded  ;  the  surgeon,  thcrerore,  conducted  her 
to  his  bouse,  and  without  knowing  in  the  Ica<it  who  she  was.  treated  her  with  ill 
imaginable  attention  and  respect.  He  endeavoured,  in  his  conversation,  to  briiw 
forward  every  topic  of  consohttion  ;  but  all  his  efforts  tailed,  for  he  only  increnca 
the  sorrow  she  was  desirous  to  assuage.  "  Madam,"  said  he  to  her  une  day,  *■  I 
entreat  you,  communicate  to  n»e  all  your  distresses.  Tell  me,  what  it  yoor 
country,  and  what  your  condition.  I  may  perhaps  be  able  to  give  you  good  advice. 
when  1  am  informed  of  all  the  circumstances  of  your  misfortune^  Vou  mnr  do 
nothing  but  afHict  yourself,  without  retlccting  that  it  is  often  possible  to  disccvcs' 
remedies  even  for  the  most  desperate  evils." 

The  surgeon  spoke  with  so  much  eloquence,  that  he  at  length  prevailed  upoo 
the  princess  to  relate  to  him  all  her  adventures.  When  she  had  &nikb«d  00 
stor^-,  he  addressed  her  in  his  turn  :  "  Madam,"  said  he,  "simi-  rlrcmtnuBCtt 
arc  in  this  stale,  allow  me  to  rrpri-»L'nt  lo  ynu  that  you  ouglu  ii-indoa 

yourself  thustogricf.    Endeavour  rather  In  arm  yourself  with  s..-  ■  <tTitude 

lo  perfonn  what  your  situation  demands  ;  your  character  and  duc)-  as  a  wife  call 
upon  >*ou  to  revenge  your  husband.  1  am  ready,  if  you  please,  to  scrrc  as  yoar 
attcntianL  Let  us  go  to  the  King  of  Harran's  coun,  he  is  agood  and  just  pnoca; 
jTDu  will  have  only  to  represent  in  true  colours  the  treatment  which  Prince  Codadsd 
nas  received  from  his  oruthcrs.  and  I  am  persuaded  he  will  do  you  justice."  *'  t 
submit  to  your  reasons,"  replied  the  princess;  **yes,  I  feel  that  ihc  dtsutroM 
fate  of  my  dear  husband  calls  upon  me  for  vengeance  ;  and  as  you  are  «o  kind 
and  generous  as  to  offer  to  accompany  me,  I  am  ready  to  depart!"  She  had  as 
sooner  formed  this  resolution  than  the  surgeon  undertook  to  provide  rwocafDcis 
and  on  these  Uiey  set  out  on  their  journey,  and  soon  arrived  at  the  city  ai  Hjutbb. 

They  alighted  at  the  first  caravanserai  they  met  witli ;  ihcy  inquired  cf  the 
master  what  was  the  news  of  the  court.  "  It  is,"  said  he,  "at  present  ingnsi 
distress.  The  king  had  a  son,  who  was  living  witii  him  here  for  a  locig  tanc- 
under  a  feigned  chnratlcr,  and  no  one  knows  what  has  become  of  him.  A  wifi 
of  his  majesty,  named  Pirouz^,  the  mother  of  the  prince,  has  occastoftcd  iftM 
mcrahle  inquiries  to  be  made,  hut  they  have  all  hitherto  proved  frutsJew^  E' 
one  is  concerned  for  the  young  prince,  as  he  was  possessed  of  great  merll. 
king  has  forty-nine  other  sons,  ail  by  diti'crcnt  mothers,  but  there  is  not 
amongst  them  who  is  worthy  to  console  the  king  for  the  death  of  Codadid : 
say  the  death,  for  it  is  not  possible  he  can  be  still  living,  stncc.  nvt 
all  the  search  that  h.os  been  made,  he  has  not  been  yet  heard  of." 

The  surgeon  was  of  opinion,  after  having  heard  this  account  from  dw 
of  the  caravansera.  tliat  the  proper  plan  for  the  Princes*  of  Deryftlnr  to  _ 
was  lo  go  lo  Pirmu^  ;  but  this  step  could  hardly  be  taken  without  daag<M-. 
required  many  precautions.     It  was  to  be  apprehended,  that  if  the  tons  of 
King  of  Harran  heard  of  the  arrival  and  intention  of  dictr  siMer<tft-laiat  1 
would  find  means  of  uking  her  oA'  before  she  should  be  able  CD  epadC  le 
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ofCodadad.  The  sargeon,  hanng  made  all  these  reflections,  and  being 
of  ibe  dancer  to  which  he  himself  might  be  exposed,  was  anxious  lt> 
ici  the  3.A:iir  with  all  possible  prudence  ;  he  begged,  therefore,  the  princess 
<  continue  at  the  cara%'anscn.  while  he  went  to  the  paLice,  in  order  to  discover 
I  what  maimer  he  might  with  tlie  greatest  lofety  introduce  her  to  the  mother  of 
■dad. 


He  then  bent  his  course  to  itic  city,  and  continued  his  way  towards  the  palace 

u  a  man  who  was  drawn  thither  from  no  other  motive  than  a  desire  to  see  the 

coon,  when  he  perceived  a  l:idy  mounted  upon  a  mule  richly  caparisoned ;  site 

vas  fallowed  by  a  troop  of  females,  who  were  also  mounted  irpon  mules,  and  by 

A  great  number  of  guards  and  black  slaves.    As  she  approached,  ihe  people 

Conned  themselves  in  two  rows  in  order  to  see  her  pass,  and  saluted  her  with 

'Vhatr  Caces  prostrate  on  the  earth.    The  siir|rcon  saluted  her  in  the  same  manner, 

.after  which  he  inquirrd  of  a  calender  who  was  near  him,  whether  this  lady  was 

anc  DDC  of  the  kmg's  wives,    "  Yes,  brother."  replied  the  calender.  '*  she  is  one, 

■and  diat  one  whom  the  people  most  love  and  honour,  because  she  is  the  mother 

^  Priocc  Codadad,  whose  renown  must  have  reached  your  ears." 

Tbe  surgeon  did  not  wait  to  lH•.^^  any  more  ;  he  followed  Piroujt  toa  mosque» 
""■Aidl  she  cnlered.  in  order  to  distribtite  alms,  and  to  attend  the  pubhc  prayers 
'^■liidt  (he  king  had  ordered  for  the  remm  of  Codadad.  The  people,  who  in- 
VMMted  themselves  extremely  in  the  fate  of  this  young  prince,  ran  in  crowds  lo 
^«ia  their  vows  to  those  of  the  priests  :  so  much  so,  that  the  mosque  was  soon 
^ZDBpletcly  tilled.  The  surgeon  made  his  way  through  the  multitude,  and  ad- 
^^riDoed  near  the  guards  of  I'irouri,  where  he  heard  all  the  prayers.  When  the 
^Vinccss  was  abuul  to  depart,  he  accosted  one  of  her  slaves,  and  said  to  him  in  a 
'^Mfaapcr,  "  Brother,  1  liave  a  ven-  important  secret  to  reveal  to  the  Princess 
V^ttMC^  Can  I,  by  your  means,  be  introduced  into  her  apartment?"  "  If  this 
^fcecret,"  answered  the  slave, "  concerns  Prince  Codadad,  I  can  venture  to  promise 
%&at  yon  thall  on  this  very  day  be  allowed  the  audience  you  wish  ;  but  if  it  con- 
^Laui  mnythiog  else,  it  will  be  useless  for  you  to  make  any  attempt  to  be  presented 
**«tlie  princess  ;  she  is  at  this  time  incapibic  of  attending  to  an>thing  uncon- 
*Vi.U.J  with  her  son,  nor  does  she  choose  to  speak  on  anj-  oilier  subject."  "  It 
*»  on  this  subject  alone  that  I  wish  to  address  her,"  replied  the  surgeon.  "  If 
"VAat  be  the  case,"  returned  the  slave,  "  you  have  only  to  follow  us  to  the  palace* 
'^kod  you  shall  soon  have  the  opportunity  you  desire." 

Tbe  slave  accordingly,  as  soon  as  Pirouz^  was  returned  to  her  apartment,  came 

%«i  iaform  her,  that  an  unknown  person  had  somethmg  of  great  importance  to 

^Sioniaiinicate  to  her.  and  that  it  concerned  I'rmcc  Codadad.     He  had  no  sooner 

SkBOBonnced  these  words  than   PirouiC  showed   the  most  lively  impatience  to 

*>hntin  an  interview  with  the  stranger.     The  slave  introduced  him  immediately 

^VM>  ibc  cabinet  of  tlie  princess,  w-no  sent  out  all  her  women,  with  the  exceptiun 

^^ two,  whom  she  honoured  with  her  conridcnce.    As  soon  as  she  saw  the  surgeon, 

"^lit  JtniMiilfd  of  him  with  much  prccipii.-ition  what  it  was  that  he  had  to  com- 

^^rMoicaie  concerning  her  son.     '*  Mad.im,'''  answered  the  surgeon,  haMng  hrst 

X'umtoTH  his  &CC  to  the  earth,  *'it  is  a  long  story  that  I  have  to  tell  you,  in 

■^■rtbch  are  many  events  that  will  doubtless  surprise  you."    He  then  gave  her  a 

SwD  account  of  everything  that  had  happened  between  Codadad  and  his  brothers, 

^MUcfa  ihc  listened  to  with  the  most  eager  attention :  but  when  became  to  spcik 

^M  lln  assassination,  this  lender  mother,  as  if  she  had  been  struck  with  the  blows 

VChvn  to  her  son.  fell  senseless  upon  a  sofa.     Her  two  women  llew  eagerly  to  her 

^hantance.and  used  every  means  lo  restore  her ;  and  when  she  m-.-is  nhle  to  attend, 

**ie  «nrge«n  (iruccedcd  in  his  narrative.    When  he  had  finished,  the  princess  said 

*n  hnn.  **  Return  to  the  Princess  of  IJcrj^abar,  and  infonn  her  from  me  that  the 

Ikji^  will  soon  acknowledge  her  for  his  daughter-in-law ;  and  with  respect  to 

YvuiNlft  be  assured  that  your  services  will  be  well  rewarded." 


After  tlic  surgeon  was  gone,  I'irouzfe  remained  on  tbe  sofa  in  all  the  excess  <A 
grief  that  can  be  imagined,  tlic  rcitianbiancf  of  licr  tlear  Codudail  cxcitinj;  e*-efy 
tender  emotion  in  her  brc-isl.  "  Oh,  my  son,"  wid  she,  "shall  I  lljrn  ti'-vrr  mart 
behold  tl)ec  ?    Art  thou,  al-is  '.  j^ane  for  L-ver  ?     When  I  penii'  '     ;4f1 

from  Sam.tria  to  visit  this  court,  when  I  received  your  last  t<. :  itk 

did  I  im:t)|ine  ih^t,  far  distant  from  me,  a  cruel  death  aw.iiTca  tiicc.  U  ua£u|lpy 
Codad-id :  wherefore  didst  thou  leave  tne?  Thou  couldiic  not,  it  is  tnic,  htvc 
acquired  &o  mucit  x't^rs'  '<  but  thou  wuuld»t  have  been  still  ali\c.  and  not  have 
cost  thy  mother  &u  much  afllicUon."  In  sajing  tliese  words  ilio  wept  bittcrljr, 
and  her  two  confidential  woraen,  participating  in  her  grief,  mingled  their  lean 
with  hers. 

While  ihcy  were  thus  afflirling  themselves,  all  seeming  lo  vie  w-'*'  ••>■'>  '>*hct 
in  the  t-Kprcssinn  of  their  sorrow,  thf  king  entered  the  apurtment,  .  iq( 

the  sute  they  were  in,  inquired  of  i'irouio  whether  she  had  l>eaid  . , :  lj:w% 

of  Codadad. '  '*  Ah,  sire  1 "  said  she.  "  all  is  over  ]  my  dear  son  is  no  nxire  ;  and 
to  increase  my  wuc,  1  am  precluded  from  fxiying  him  funeral  honours,  as,  ac- 
cording to  all  appearances,  his  beloved  remains  have  become  a  prey  to  r.tvenotti 
beasts."  At  the  satne  time  she  related  to  him  everything  tlie  suri^eon  had  toM 
her,  and  did  not  fail  to  enlarge  on  tbe  cruet  manner  in  which  Codadad  had  faces 
murdered  by  his  brothers. 

The  king  did  nut  give  her  time  to  finish  her  narrative  ;  transported  with  mge, 
and  gii'ing  way  to  hia  passion,  "  Madam,"  said  he  to  the  princeis,  "these  per- 
tidious  wretches,  whose  cold  and  cruel  treachery  has  occasioned  you  these  bmcr 
tears,  and  given  to  mc  their  father  the  most  poignant  afHiction,  shall  sooa  ex- 
perience tbe  punishment  they  deserve."  Hanng  thus  spoken,  the  prince,  with 
/urv  sparkling  in  his  eyes,  repaired  to  tlie  hatl  of  audience,  where  hts  courticn. 

an^  such  of  tlic  people  as  had  anv  petitions  lo  prefer,  were  wailing  f--  ' 'V.xy 

were  astonished  when  they  beheld  his  enr.igetl  counten.incc.    Inu,  be 

had  conceived  anger  against  bis  subjects,  their  hearts  were  stiu.^  ^.-^  ;ktUi 
terror.  He  aKcnded  his  throne,  an^  desiring  his  grand  vizier  to  appfoacb, 
*'  Hassan,**  said  he  to  him,  "  I  have  an  order  to  give  ycu  :  go  immediately  aad 
take  a  thousand  soldiers  of  my  guard,  and  seize  on  all  the  princes  my  sons ;  sbot 
them  up  in  Ihe  tower  where  assassins  are  confined;  and  take  caic  ttii!  ii:>  L'Tdcrs 
be  performed  with  as  much  dispitch  as  possible."  All  who  were  pit.  led 

at  this  extraordinar)'  order;  while  the  grand  viiicr,  without  ansu'  i^ 

put  his  hand  upon  his  bead  to  express  tliat  he  u-as  ready  to  obey,  and  kit  the 
nail,  in  order  to  go  and  execute  immediately  the  king'i  command,  at  which, 
however,  he  was  much  surprised  In  the  meantime  the  kins  dtsmincd  the 
persons  who  were  come  to  solicit  .ludicncc,  and  publicly  dectaml  that  for  tbe 
ensuing  month  he  would  not  be  spoken  with  on  any  matter  of '  "haljevcr. 

He  was  still  in  tlic  hall  when  ihe  vizier  relumed.    "  Well,  \  i  be,  "are 

all  my  sons  in  the  tower  ? "    *'  Ves,  sire,"  replied  the  minister,  "\^  ■  '    .  i-d.' 

"It  is  not  sufficient,"  replied  the  king;  "I  have  another  order  .a" 

Having  said  this,  he  left  the  hall  of  audience,  .nnd  returned  to  the  ^iJunincAt  sC 
Pirouze  with  ttie  vixicr.  who  followed  him.  He  desired  to  know  of  this  friacuu 
where  the  widow  of  Codadad  was  lodged,  of  which  the  women  of  Pirour^  iufmaiuj 
him,  for  the  surgeon  had  not  omitted  to  mention  it  The  king,  then,  tuzwos 
lon-ards  his  niinister,  said,  "  Go  to  that  caravanscra,  and  conduct  hither  a  younc 
princess  who  lodges  ihere«  and  obserre  to  treat  her  with  all  tbe  itspcct  otie  id 
her  rank." 

The  vizier  was  not  long  in  obeying  thi^  order  :  being  mounted  on  liorseback, 
with  all  the  emirs  and  otlier  conntdcrablc  persons  of  the  court,  he  reiuiml  to  tbe 
caravansera  where  the  I'rinccss  of  Ucr)-abar  resided,  to  whom  he  iUkmW  h^ 
order,  and  at  the  same  time  presented  her.  on  the  part  of  the  kine,  a  bcaudfal 
wliitc  mule,  with  a  bridle  and  saddle  of  gold  clcganlly  ornoxnenied  with  fubm 


C^ 


73lf  History  of  Codadad  and  his  Br^kau 


505 


aad  cnMniUs.  STie  immediately  mounted  it,  and,  surmunded  by  ."  'm  -n. 
sideruble  persaas  of  ihc  coun,  took  The  Hay  to  the  paLice.    The  sut  1  i- 

■rwrif**  her,  mounted  also  upon  a  handsome  Tartarian  horse,  whicii  iul-  M^irr 
had  ordered  to  be  j^ven  him.  Ever\'  one  r.in  to  tlieir  windows,  or  iitto  the 
smeis,  to  sec  so  maf^ihccnt  a  civ.ilc.-ide  ;  and  as  it  was  soon  reported  tlut  the 
|)rincz%s  wham  they  were  thus  conducting  to  court  with  so  much  state  wax  the 
«ifB  of  Codadad,  nothing  was  heard  but  clamours  of"  applati&e.  The  air  ro- 
MHKled  with  mcosant  shouts  of  joy,  which  would,  without  doubt,  liavc  been 
ceovened  mio  groans  had  iliey  known  the  melancholy  story  of  this  raung  priacc, 
so  miich  and  so  universally  was  he  beloved. 

Tte  Princess  of  Dcryabar  found  the  king  waiting  at  the  {Ktlace  gate  lo  receive 
het '.  be  took  her  by  the  hand  and  conducted  her  to  the  apartment  of  Htoiirf, 
~«hrre  a  most  arfecring  scene  took  place  The  wife  of  Codadad  found  all  hir 
rtioD  renewed  at  the  si^'ht  of  the  lather  and  mother  of  her  husband  :  nor 
the  Litter  able  to  behold  so  near  and  dear  a  connection  of  tlicir  son  without 
extremely  agitated.     She  threw  herself  at  the  king's  feet,  und  after  luvinK 

„ d  them  with  her  tears,  was  seized  with  so  violent  a  paroxysm  of  grief,  «s  to 

«cfaoke  aO  ulteranre.  Pirouit  w.is  not  in  a  less  deplorable  state — pencirateil  10 
^le  soul  by  the  affliction  she  saw  and  e<(p(^rien^eli.  The  king  was  so  wholly 
abducd  by  the  sight  of  these  affecting  objects,  that  he  appeared  for  a  time  as  if 
~  sense  luid  reason  had  left  him.  These  three  persons,  mmgling  their  sighs 
tcan,  continued  for  a  long  time  in  a  tender  and  mournful  silence.  'Ihe 
erf  Oeiyabar,  being  at  length  in  some  measure  rcco\xrcd  from  lier 
!ion,  related  the  adventure  of  the  castle  and  tlie  cruel  iate  uf  Codadad, 
then  demanded  iustice  un  the  princes.  "Yes,  niadimi,"  sntd  the  king  to 
'these  ungrateful  wretches  shall  surely  perish,  but  it  will  be  first  necessary 
make  known  the  death  of  Codadad,  in  order  that  the  ptinisbmenl  uf  Itis 
may  not  revolt  the  minds  of  my  subjects,  besides,  although  wc  have 
~mgA  the  body  of  my  son,  it  is  not  the  less  necessary  to  pay  him  the  List  honours." 
2le  tben  aadressed  himself  to  his  vizier,  and  ordereu  him  to  have  a  dome  of 
'^'htte  marlilc  erected  in  the  beautiful  plain  in  the  midst  of  whicli  the  city  of 
-31amn  stands.  In  the  meantime  he  provided  In  his  palace  a  most  splendid 
^nrtmcnt  for  the  Princess  of  Der>-abAr,  whom  he  acknowledged  as  his  daughter* 
»-lair. 

Hassan  set  about  his  work  with  so  much  diligence,  and  employed  so  much 

^ttsistance,  that  the  dome  was  tinishcd  in  a  few  days.     A  tomb  was  erected 

[*vnKler  tt,  upon  which  a  tigure  representing  Codadad  was  placed.    As  loon  as 

k'^Vbe  voric  was  finished  the  king  ordered  prayers  to  be  performed,  and  appointed 

^dajr  for  the  funcnU  Hies  of  his  son. 

TVs  day  being  ;irrivcd,  all  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  city  were  dispersed  about 
'VhcpJain  to  see  tlie  ceremony,  which  was  conducted  in  the  following  manner  : 

iBe  king,  attended  by  his  virier  and  principal  lords  of  the  court,  proceeded 

"Vinrards  toe  dome.     When  arrived  at  the  place,  he  with  his  attendants  entered 

31.  artd  they  seated  themselves  on  c-irpets  of  black  s.^tin  flowered  «ith  (oU. 

JUtcr  this  came  a  large  troop  of  gitard*^  on  horseback,  who,  with  their  beadi 

^tiovcd  down  and  their  eyes  nearly  closed,  approached  the  dome.     They  encom- 

]«Med  it  twice,  observing  the  most  profound  silence;  but  on  the  third  ume  ihey 

i^iopped  before  the  entrance,  and  said  one  after  ajiotber  in  a  loud  voke, "  O 

friacT.  son  of  the  king,  were  it  possible,  by  the  keen  stroke  of  our  Kttnilan  and 

ihe  display  of  our  valour,  to  relieve  the  severity  of  thy  fate,  we  should  foon 

miore  thee  to  the  light ;  but  the  King  of  kings  has  cotnmand«l,  and  the  ancel 

ef  death  has  obeyed.*    Having  uttered  these  words,  ihcy  retired,  to  give  room  to 

«  Iwadred  old  men,  »-ho  were  all  mounted  upon  black  mules,  whKh  formed  a 

Tffffiim:  contrau  to  their  Ion;  and  snowjr  beards. 

Tittle  were  pcrwa  of  in  aoitere  tin,  who  from  an  early  age  had  lived  con- 


m 

i    I 


ccalcd  in  caves,  never  appearing  to  human  view,  etcepit  when  ihey  ciunc 
to  attend  llie  ob->cqtiics  of  the  King  of  Hanan  or  any  of  his  rcjvjil  house    T 
I'cnerablc  pcrson.iges  carried  each  on  his  head  a  large  book,  which  he  held 
one  hand  ;  they  all  of  them  made  the  circuit  of  the  dome  three  times 
s>nc3kin^;  stopping  afterwards  at  the  entrance  of  tt^  one  of  them  protuHl' 
these  words,  "O  prince,  what  is  there  that  wc  can  do  for  thee:     If  i 
prayers  or  knowledge  could  restore  thee  to  life,  wc  would  wipe  thy  fed 
our  white  beards,  we  would  address  thee  in  speeches  of  wisdom  ;  but  tbe 
•f  the  universe  has  taken  Uiee  away  for  ever." 

Tliis  part  of  the  ceremony,  being  concluded,  the  old  men  retired  to  a  d 
from  llie  dome,  and  immediately  fifty  young  fenutles  of  exqurtitc  beauty 
pruached.  The)' were  all  mounted  on  small  white  horses,  were  without  twl 
and  carried  in  their  hands  baskets  of  gold,  filled  with  every  sort  of  precious 
stones.  They  also  went  round  the  dome  three  times,  and,  stopping  3i  tne  same 
place  as  ihc  rest,  the  youngest  of  the  p.iny  delivered  the  following  tpecrh  :  **0 
prince,  formerly  so  beautiful,  what  succour  canst  thou  hope  from  us  ?  If  it  were 
possible  that  our  charms  could  reanimate  thet^  we  would  readily  bccoine  tfajr 
slaves  ;  but  thuu  art  no  longer  sensible  to  beauty,  nor  hast  occasion  fur  amkt 
Uiat  we  can  give ! " 

The  young  females  having  withdrawn,  the  king  and  his  courtiers  aro«e. 
after  this  ceremony,  walked  three  times  round  the  figure  within  the  tumb ; 
king  then  broke  silence  in  these  tenns  :  "  O  my  dear  son,  light  of  my  e^'es,  ha' 
1  then  lost  thee  for  e\-er?"  He  accompanied  these  words  with  heavy  sighs,  and 
moistened  the'  tomb  with  his  tears,  his  courtiers  following  his  example  AtUr 
this  ceremony  the  dour  of  the  tomb  was  shut,  and  ever)'  one  returned  to  ih* 
city.  On  the  nest  day  public  prayers  were  repeated  at  the  mosques,  whkh  «cm 
continued  for  eight  days.     It  was  the  king's  uettrmination  that  on  the  ninth  tbc 

frintes  his  sons  should  be  beheaded.  All  the  people,  indignant  at  tbe  usa^  o( 
hnce  Codadad,  seemed  to  expect  their  punishment  with  impatience.  The 
scaffolds  were  beginning  to  be  prepared,  but  they  were  obliged  to  put  off  tha 
Tork  for  the  present,  because  it  was  discovered  on  a  sudden  that  the  iid(fafaaB* 
ing  piioccs,  who  had  already  made  war  on  the  King  of  Harmo.  were  advandot 
with  a  more  numerous  army  than  before,  and  tlicy  were  at  tiu  grcnl  'p«*ft'M^ 
from  the  cilv.  It  had  been  long  known  that  they  were  prejKiring  for  war,  b«& 
the  preparations  had  occasioned  but  little  alarm.  This  news,  howe\-er, 
general  consternation,  .ind  furnished  fresh  matter  of  regret  for  the 
Cbdadad,  as  this  prince  had  so  much  signatiicd  himself  in  the  precct 
against  the  same  enemies.  "Ah!"  said  they,  "if  the  intrepid  Codadad' 
mil  alive,  wc  should  feel  vcr\-  little  concern  abtnit  these  princes  who  ore  c 
against  us."  In  the  meantime,  the  king,  instead  of  giving  way  to  any 
lanimous  apprehension,  made  a  hasty  lev>-  of  his  people;  and  having  fonaed  a 
considerable  army,  and  bcin^'  of  too  courageous  a  disposition  to  wmk  qnieair 
within  llie  walls  till  his  enemies  should  come  (o  seek  him  there,  ht  aaffim  eaC 
and  marched  forward  to  meet  them.  The  enemy,  on  their  side,  having  leaiartd 
b>-  their  spies  th.ii  the  King  of  Harran  was  adv.incing  to  attack  tbexn,  wahad  fai 
the  plain,  and  disposed  their  .-umy  in  order  of  battle. 

The  king  had  no  sooner  pcrcci\i:d  them  than  he  also  arranged  asuS  dispwad 
his  troops  for  combat.  He  commanded  them  to  sound  the  uar^  and  made 
his  attack  with  great  \'igour;  the  enemy  resisted  in  tlie  same  ntanner:  madi 
blood  was  shed  on  both  sides,  and  fur  a  long  time  viC'      '  'miblfuL     It  wmi 

at  last  about  to  declare  itself  for  the  enemies  of  the  K  '  ran.  who.  bciq( 

more  numerous,  were  on  the  point  of  surrounding  tin.  »  <  in  a  swdjca 

there  appeared  on  the  plain  a  large  body  of  horsemen,  wh"  >I  the  com- 

batants m  good  order.     The  view  of  these  fresh  soldiers  c^u...:.  .. ..  ,;u4licd  bnth 
partka,  who  knew  not  what  to  think  of  Uicm ;  but  they  did  iKit  long  rexnaio  m  a 
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■sCite  of  nncertainty.  This  troop  adx-onced,  attactced  the  enemies  of  the  King  of 
Harran  in  flank,  and  charged  with  so  much  fury  that  they  instantly  put  them  in 
dtionler,  and  very  soon  to  rouL  They  did  not  remain  long  in  this  state;  they 
pursued  them  bnskly,  and  cut  almost  the  whole  of  their  anny  in  pieces. 

The  King  of  tlairan,  who  had  observed  all  that  had  passed  with  much  attention, 
iud  greatly  admired  the  mirepidin*  of  the  horsemen  by  whose  unexpected  aid  the 
iK-lory  had  been  detcniuncd  in  his  favour.  lie  had  been  particularly  delighted 
with  their  chief,  whom  he  had  observed  fighting  Vwith  extraordinary  valour,  and 
was  anxioos  to  Icnow  the  name  of  this  eencruus  hero.  Impatient  to  sec  and  to 
thank  him,  he  sought  lo  join  him.  while  tlie  conuueror  himself  was  advancing 
towards  the  kin^.  The  two  princes  nearly  approacoed,  when  the  King  of  Harran 
recouniicd  in  thi^  brave  warrior,  who  thus  brought  him  such  important  succour 
and  nad  so  completely  subdued  his  foes,  his  beloved  son  Codadad.  The  Kin^; 
remained  motionless  with  excess  of  surprise  and  delight.  "  Sire,"  said  Codadad 
to  him.  "  you  have,  without  doubt,  much  reason  to  be  astonished  at  thus  seeing 
oo  a  sudden  before  yojr  majesty,  a  man  whom  you  have  probably  supposed  to 
be  dead.  1  should  have  been  so  if  Heaven  had  not  preserved  mc,  m  order  that  1 
iM{ln  still  scr%"C  you  against  your  enemies."  "  Ah,  my  son,"  repUed  the  king,  "is 
it  posiibic  that  you  can  be  restored  to  me?  Alas !  I  had  wholly  despaired  of 
ever  seeing  you  more."'  1  n  saying  this,  he  held  out  his  arms  to  llie  young  prince, 
»lio  willingly  resigned  himself  to  his  affectionate  embmces. 

"  1  perfectly  know,  my  son,'*  said  the  king,  after  he  had  for  a  long  time  en- 
«drc1ea  him  in  his  arms, "  1  perfectly  know  in  wlm  way  your  brothers  Iwve  repaid 
■30U  the  serv'ice  you  rendered  ihem,  in  delivenng  them  from  the  hands  of^the 
aMflo;  but  you  shall  be  rc%cngcd  on  their  treachcr>-  lo-niorrow.  In  the  mean- 
viiH  icpur  to  the  palace ;  )-Dur  mother,  who  has  shed  so  many  lear^  on  your  ac- 
«0UM.  IS  waiting  to  rejoice  with  mc  at  the  defeat  of  our  enemies :  what  excessive 
jcy  will  it  give  her  when  she  learns  that  1  owe  my  victory-  to  you '  "  "  Sire."  said 
Codadad,  "allow  me  to  ask  you  how  you  became  acquainted  with  the  adventure 
^iTlhe  castle?  Has  any  one  of  my  brothers,  wounded  by  the  stings  of  conscience, 
laconfession  to  you?"  "  No,"  rcphed  the  king,  "  it  is  the  I'rincess  of  Uer>'- 
who  has  informed  us  of  everything :  she  lias  lately  arrived  at  my  palace, 
«  dbe  aunc  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  demanding  justice  fm  your  guilty 
^ihImih'*  Codadad  was  transported  with  joy  at  learning  that  the  princess  his 
"^lifc  was  ai  the  court  "  Come,  sire,"  he  exclaimed  with  transport,  "let  us  wait 
«»oniy  mother,  who  expects  us;  I  bum  with  impatience  to  dry  up  her  tears,  aa 
'weQ  as  those  of  the  Fnncess  of  Deryabar." 

The  king  immediately  rcmmed  towards  the  city  at  the  head  of  his  army,  which 
fce  toon  dismissed ;  he  re-entered  his  pal.ire  amidst  all  the  gratulations  ol 
'Woacf.  The  air  resounded  with  tlic  acclamations  of  the  people,  who  thronged 
^tDond  him,  and  earnestly  petitioned  Heaven  to  prolong  his  days,  while  the 
aewBe  of  Codadad  was  raised  to  the  skies.  These  two  princes  found  Pirouic  and 
^Mr  daughter-in-law  wailing  to  congratulate  the  king  ;  but  it  is  impossible  to 
WpRSS  the  transports  of  delight  with  which  they  were  agitated  when  the)'  saw 
Um  young  prince  attending  his  failicr.  Their  embmccs  were  mixed  with  tears, 
^  Ulofavcty  different  nature  from  those  ihey  had  before  shed  on  his  account. 
Uksc  four  persons  had  indulged  in  all  those  delightful  emotions  which  the 
Volon  of  bkiod  and  of  the  tcndcrest  affections  could  not  fail  to  excite,  the  kinr 
^ttd  the  ladies  were  anxious  to  know  of  Codadad  by  what  miracle  it  tuppenea 
*k«  he  was  yet  alive. 

He  informed  them  that  a  peasant,  mounted  upon  a  mule,  had  by  accident 
^Wered  the  tent  when:  he  lay  senseless ;  this  person  seeing  him  alone  and  picrccif 

^nh  to  many  wounds,  had  taken  him  upon  his  mule,  ^nd  conducted  him  to  hi 

***>c  where  he  applied  a  variety  of  bruised  herbs,  which  had  ciirerl  him  in  ; 

^  short  lime.    "  When  1   found  myself  perfectly  recovered,"  added  he,  "  I 
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thanked  the  peasant,  and  presented  him  with  all  the  diamonds  I  posset«cd :  i 
then  set  foPA'iLrd  towards  die  city  of  Hamn;  but,  having  learned  on  the  nnd 
thai  some  neighltouring  princes  had  fonned  an  army,  and  were  apprDafhiqg  to 
attack  ihc  subjects  of  his  nu)rst)\  I  made  myself  known  in  all  the  villages,  and 
excited  the  xcil  of  tlie  people  to  ri&e  in  their  defence.  I  armed  a  grvat  mimfccr 
of  youn^  people,  and,  putting  myself  at  their  head,  arrived  at  the  very  lime  wbea 
the  two  armies  where  engaged." 

\Vhcn  he  hnd  done  spenkint:,  the  king  said,  "  Let  us  rctitm  thanks  to  Heawn 
tor  having  preserved  Codadad  ;  but  it  is  necessary  that  Ihc  traiiors  whu  intended 
his  death  should  all  of  them  this  dny  perish."  "  Sire,"  replied  the  generous  mmi 
of  (*irou26,  *'  ungrateful  and  wicked  as  they  undoubtedly  are,  remember  that  Ihey 
are  of  \-our  own  blcMuL  As  brothers,  1  paxdon  them  their  crime,  and  pnaiune  lo 
request  of  you  the  same  favour  for  ilicm."  These  noble  sentiments  drew  ccan 
from  the  king ;  be  caused  the  txxtplc  to  be  assembled,  and  dectucd  Codadad  fab 
heir.  Me  afterwards  ordered  them  to  bring  forth  the  princes,  who  came  fonmd 
loaded  KiUi  irons.  The  son  of  Pirt>uz£  loused  their  chains,  and  erobcuced  tkno, 
one  after  another,  unlh  as  much  cordiality  as  he  had  done  in  the  court  of  thff 
negro's  castle  The  people  were  charmed  with  the  generous  dispositi<m  dispta>«d 
by  Codadad,  and  bestowed  on  him  a  thousand  praises.  The  <>urgeon  iras  loaded 
with  benefits,  as  a  reward  for  the  important  services  he  had  rendered  to  iht 
Frioccss  of  Dcrjabar.  ^H 

As  the  Sultana  Scheherazade  had  formerly  related  ihc  history  of  Gaaem  in  !»■ 
ft|rreeable  a  manner,  that  the  Sultan  of  India,  her  husband,  could  not  help  declv- 
ing  to  her  th.it  he  had  heard  it  «-ith  ^xry  great  pleasure,  "  Sire."  rcptieo  the  snl- 
tana,  "  I  have  no  doubt  but  your  ma)esty  had  much  sntis/adion  m  seeing  tie 
Caliph  Haroun  Alraschid  change  hi^  opinion  in  favour  of ''  >  motho,  aiMl 

his  sister  Alcolomb ;  »nd  I  suppose  you  must  be  much  .iln  .  .  misfcimtlMS 

of  the  one  and  the  ill  trcaunent  shown  to  the  others;  biit  i  .t>n  iicrsaadcd,  that 
If  your  majesty  would  listen  to  the  story  of  The  Sleeper  Awakened,  instead  of  aB 
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-_j  emotions  of  indignation  and  compassion  which  that  of  Ganen  must  have 
—    PBed  in  your  htart,  and  with  which  it  even  slill  remains  affected,  this,  on  the 
^r~  1*1(1  iiy,  would  ocraiiion  you  only  satisfaciion  and  joy." 

At  the  title  only  of  the  siory  which  Uie  sultana  had  menltoned.  Schahriar,  who 
^Ei(«cie<l  from  it  ^  cry  entertaining  and  quite  new  adventures,  woulJ  fain  have  heard 
^J»e  narrative  that  very  nwrning  ;  but  it  was  time  to  rise;  he  therefore  deferred 
^  t  till  the  follou-ing  morning',  when  this  story  scr\-ed  for  many  day^  and  nijjhts  to 
™""'^'e  the  sultana.  Dinarzad6  hanng  called  her  at  the  appointed  time,  she 
the  narrative  as  follows. 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  SLEEPER  AWAKENED. 

jURING  the  reign  of  the  Caliph  Haroun  Alraschid,  there  lived  at  Bag- 
dad a  very  rich  merchant,  whose  wife  was  far  advanced  in  years. 
They  had  an  only  son  called  Abou  Hassan,  about  thirty  years  of 
aye.  who  had  been  in  ever)*  respect  brought  up  with  great  strictness. 
The  merchant  dtcd,  and  Abou  Hassan,  who  was  his  sole  heir, 
took  posscb^iun  uf  the  vast  wealth  which  his  father  had  amassed 
during  his  life  with  great  parsimony  and  a  strung  attachment  to 
business.   Tlie  son,  n'bose  view*  and  inclination  were  ^■cry  different 
from  those  of  his  father,  made  a  very  opposite  use  of  his  fortune. 
As  his  father  had  not  allowed  him  in  his  youth  more  than  was  barely 
sufficient  for  his  maintenance,  and  as  the  latter  had  always  envied 
young  men  of  his  own  age  who  had  been  more  hberally  supplied, 
and  who  never  denied  themselves  any  of  those  pleasures  in  which 
youth  loo  readily  indulge,  he  determined  in  his  turn  to  distinguish 
himself  by  ni.tking  a  tigiire  equal  to  the  great  we4\lth  with  which 
Pontine  had  favoured  him.     Kor  this  purpose  he  divided  his  fortune  into  two 
[,iV3Uts:  with  the  one  part  he  purchased   estates  in  the  country-  and  houses  Jn 
~!>c  dty  ;  but  although  they  would  produce  a  revenue  sufficient  to  enable  him  to 
•  "'I  at  his  case,  he  resolved  to  let  the  sums  arising  from  them  accumulate  :  the 
'Otbtrlulfr  which  cunsiiited  of  a  considerable  sum  of  ready  money,  was  destined 
^BDiepair  the  time  lie  lliuu^ht  he  had  lost  under  the  severe  restraint  in  which  hi» 
ddter  had  kept  hiut  till  his  death  :  but  he  laid  it  down  as  an  indispensahle  rule, 
'^■hich  be  detcnnined  inviolably  to  keep,  not  to  expend  more  than  tliis  sum  in  the 
fciwular  life  he  proposed  to  lead. 

With  this  design  Abou  Hassan  soon  formed  a  society  of  young  men,  nearly  of 
'^own  age  and  rank  m  life,  and  who  thought  only  of  making  their  time  pass 
*(itjubly.  To  further  this  end,  he  did  not  content  himself  with  treating  inem 
^jr  and  night,  and  giving  the  most  splendid  enienairmients,  where  the  most 
^WtciouB  viaiids  and  wines  of  the  most  exquisite  tlavours  were  served  in  abun- 
^ttce,  he  added  music  to  all  this,  collecting  the  best  singers  of  both  sexes.  His 
^'^ilig  friends,  on  their  part,  while  indulging  in  the  excesses  of  tlic  table,  often 
•'^'Q^  their  voices  to  thuse  of  the  musicLins,  and,  with  the  instruments  that  ac- 
*onipanicd  them,  formed  a  concert  of  delightful  harmony.  These  fc.ists  were 
^OttraJly  terminated  by  b.ills,  to  which  the  be.*it  dancers  of  both  sexes  in  the  city 
^  Bagdad  were  invited.  All  these  amusements,  which  were  daily  varied  by  ticw 
^(teures,  were  so  extremely  expensive  to  Abou  Hassan,  that  he  could  nut  con- 
*«UiB  SO  profuse  a  style  of  living  beyond  one  year.  The  large  sum  of  money 
^*ich  be  had  devoted  to  this  i>rodigality,  and  the  year,  ended  together.  From 
*«e  moment  he  ceased  giving  these  entertainments  his  friends  disappeared  :  be 
DevTfT  even  met  them  in  any  place  he  frequented.  In  short,  they  snunncd  him 
*Wncver  tlicy  saw  hira ;  and  if  by  accident  he  joined  any  one  of  them,  and 
*Wied  to  detain  him  in  conversation,  he  excused  himself  under  various  pretences. 
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Abou  Hassan  was  more  .iffcctcd  by  the  strange  conduct  of  his  friends, 
abandoned  htm  with  so  much  indignriy  and  ingratimde.  after  all  the 
tion^  and  proiesuitions  of  friendship  tbev  h.id  ni.idc  hrin,  and  of  having  die; 
inviulahle  iillachment  to  hint,  than  at  the  loss  of  the  money  he  h.id  ^o 
cxpefidcd  on  them.     Metnncholy  and  thoughtful,  with  his  he-'  '"a* 

'>reast,and  a  countenance  strongly  evincing  unhappiness,  hcer; 
apnnment,  and  seated  himself  at  the  end  df  a  sofa,  at  some  di 

"  What  is  the  maitcr,  my  son  ?"  said  his  mother,  on  seeing  !. 
■'Why  are  you  so  altered,  so  cast  down,  and  so  different  from  yuur  Jonacri 
Had  you  lust  everythini^  you  have  in^tlie  world,  you  coald  not  appear  to  be  more 
miserable.  I  kno\r  the  dreadful  expense  you  t^vc  lived  at,  and  ever  stiK*  vuv 
have  been  engaged  in  it  1  thought  you  would  soon  have  very  little  money  Idt 
You  were  master  of  your  fortune,  and  if  I  ^did  not  endeavour  to  oppon  _ 
irregular  proceeding?,  it  was  because  I  knew  the  prudent  precaulios  yott' 
lalttn,  of  leaving  the  half  of  your  fortune  uniouchco  ;  thus  circumstanced^  I 
not  see  why  you  should  be  plunged  into  this  deep  melancholy."  Aboa  H4 
burst  into  icar%  at  these  words,  and  in  the  midst  of  his  gnef,  "  My  dear 
he  cried, "  I  know  from  woful  experience  how  insupportable  jjoverty  IL 
1  feel  very  sensibly,  that  as  the  setting  of  the  sun  dcpnves  us  of  the  splendaorl 
that  luminarj-,  so  poverty  deprives  us  of  c\xr)*  sort  of  cnjovmcnt.  U  i«  that 
buries  in  obtivton  all  the  praises  that  have  been  bestowed  on  us.  una  alt  the 
that  has  been  said  of  us,  before  we  were  involved  in  il  :  it  rc^' 
step  to  take  measures  to  avoid  being  observed,  and  to  pass  wluil.  i  r 

ding  (he  bitterest  tears.  In  short,  he  who  is  poor  is  res-Tded  bui  a^  a  stxan^, 
even  by  his  relations  and  his  friends.  You  know,  my  mother."  continued  be, 
"the  manner  in  which  I  have  conducted  myself  towards  my  friends  for  a  yew 
past.  I  luve  exhausted  my  finances  by  entertaining  them  in  the  mo«  nnnptwoi 
manner,  and  nuw  that  I  cannot  continue  to  do  so,  I  fmd  "         '  ■ 

Ihcm  alL  When  I  say  that  I  h.ivc  it  no  longer  in  my  p""i.' 
as  I  have  done.  I  allude  to  the  money  I  h.xd  set  apart  to  he  einpmycn  n  k  w«e  a'^ 
I  have  m.idcof  it.  I  thank  (jod  fur  having  inspired  me  with  the  idea  of  reacTViac 
what  1  call  my  income,  under  the  condition  and  oath  I  made  not  to  touch  it  lor 
such  foolish  dissipation.  I  will  strictly  adhere  to  this  oath,  and  I  hare  rcsiotvcd 
on  the  good  use  I  will  m.ike  of  what  happily  remains  ;  but  first  I  wuh  to  Me  ca 
what  extremity  my  friends,  if  they  deserve  that  name,  will  carry  their  bigratitudfc. 
1  will  sec  them  all  one  after  another,  and  when  I  shall  have  represented  lo  tben 
the  lengths  I  have  gone  from  my  regard  to  Ihem,  1  will  solicit  thetn  to  nUe 
.imongst  them  stich  a  simi  of  money  as  m.iy  serve  in  some  mcisurr  i..  i  rl'K-ve  me 
&om  the  unhappy  situation  to  which  I  am  reduced  by  con;:  i  thrir 

amusement.     But  1  mean  to  take  this  step,  as  1  have  already  -  <  to  «ce 

whether  I  shall  tind  in  them  the  least  sentiment  of  gratitude." 

"  My  son."  replied  the  mother  of  Abou  Hassan.  "  I  do  not  take  trfvw*  mr  Oi 
disstLide  you  from  executing  your  plan  ;  but  1  can  tell  you  bcfi'-  it  yactt 

hope  is  unfounded     Believe  inc,  it  is  useless  to  attempt  this  ii.  lU  tioc 

receive  any  assistance  but  from  the  preservation  of  your  propcny  bluch  y«w 
made  for  your^If.     I  plainly  see  you  do  not  yet  know  those  men  who  afc  coOfc^. 
monly  styled  friends  amnng  jicople  of  ycKir  description,  but  you  will 
them.    1  pray  to  (lod  it  may  be  in  the  w.ny  I  wish— that  is.  fur  jxHir  good." 
fdcar  mouier,"  returned  Abou  Hass-an.  "  I  am  convinced  of  the  mith  «f 
\\c\\  me  ;  but  it  wnll  be  a  more  con\incing  proof  to  me  of  their  b-isencss  and 
of  feeling  if  I  team  it  by  my  owti  experience." 

Abou  Hassan  set  out  imRicdiaicly,  and  he  timed  bis  visits  so  well  Oat  fae 
found  all  his  friends  at  home.  He  represented  to  them  the  great  distress  he  wb» 
in,  and  besougjit  them  to  lend  him  money  to  such  amount  as  would  l>e  of  cfTcctml 
assistance  to  him;  he  even  promised  to  ensagc  himself  to  every  one  Individually 
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to  return  the  sums  they  should  lend  him  as  soon  as  his  affairs  were  re-established, 
Hithdul,  however,  letting'  ihcm  know  that  his  distresses  were  in  a  great  measure 
arising  from  them,  that  they  mi^ht  have  an  opportunity  of  displaying  their 
^^nvru&ity.  And  he  did  not  forget  to  hold  out  to  them  the  hope  that  he  might 
one  day  be  again  in  a  situation  to  entertain  them  as  he  had  done. 

Nt*nc  of  his  convivial  companions  were  the  least  aiTcctcd  by  Abou  Hassan's 
distre'ises  and  afflictions,  which  he  represented  in  the  most  lively  colours,  hoping 
he  should  fierhuade  them  to  relieve  him.  He  had  even  the  mortitication  to  And 
that  many  of  them  pretended  not  to  know  him,  and  did  not  even  remember  ever 
to  have  seen  him.  He  returned  home,  his  hean  filled  with  grief  and  indignation. 
"Ah!  my  mother,"  cried  he,  as  he  entered  her  apartment,  "you  have  told  me 
the  tnith:  instead  of  friends  I  ha\'C  found  only  perfidious,  ungrateful  men,  un- 
worthy of  my  friendship,  it  is  enough ;  I  renounce  them  for  ever,  and  I  promise 
>'ou  never  to  see  them  more." 

Abou  Hassan  remained  firm  in  the  resolution  he  had  made.  For  this  purpose 
be  took  every  prudent  precaution  to  avoid  being  tempted  to  break  it,  and  took 
an  oath  never,  during  his  life,  to  ask  any  man  who  was  an  inhabitant  of  llagdad 
to  eat  with  him.  He  then  took  the  strong  box,  in  which  was  deposited  the 
mDne>'  arising  from  his  rents,  from  the  spot  where  he  had  laid  it  b)-,  and  put  it  in 
the  place  of  that  he  had  just  emptied.  He  resolved  to  take  from  it,  for  the  ex- 
penses of  each  day,  only  a  rcgul.tr  and  sufKcient  sum,  to  enable  him  to  invite 
one  single  person  to  sup  with  him,  and  he  took  a  second  oath  that  the  person 
should  not  DC  an  inhabitant  of  Bagdad,  but  a  stranger,  who  should  have  arrived 
there  that  vcr>'  day,  and  that  he  would  send  him  away  the  next  morning,  after 
giving  him  only  one  night's  lodging. 

To  execute  this  plan,  AIx>u  Hassan  took  care  every  morning  to  make  the 
neces^iry  provision  for  this  limited  hospitality,  and  tow;irds  the  close  of  the  day 
he  went  and  ^it  at  the  end  of  the  bridge  of  Bagdad ;  and  as  soon  as  he  s.iw  a 
stringer,  let  his  appearance  l>e  wh.it  it  would,  he  accosted  him  with  great  civility, 
and  invitL-tl  him  ti>  nup  and  lotl;{C  at  his  house  the  lirst  night  of  his  arrival ;  and 
after  having  informed  him  of  the  rule  he  had  laid  down,  and  the  bounds  he  had 
set  10  his  hospitality,  he  conducted  him  to  his  house. 

The  reji^Lst  with  which  A)n)u  Hassan  treated  his  guest  was  not  sumptuoui, 
but  it  was  such  as  a  man  might  Ik  well  satislie<)  with,  especially  as  there  was  no 
want  of  ]>«Mx]  wine.  Thry  remained  at  table  till  almost  midnight,  and  instead  of 
cmen.immg  his  guest,  as  is  rustoninry,  with  [xilitics.  family  atfairs,  or  business, 
he  alle>'tt.-il,  on  the  lunirary.  to  talk  gaily  and  ^igreeahty  of  indit'lcrent  things. 
He  was  natur.illy  pleasant,  go(Hl-huiii<mrcd.  and  amusing,  and  whatever  the 
subject  was,  he  knew  how  to  give  siirh  a  turn  to  his  conversation  as  wduld 
enliven  the  mo'-t  nieLinrholy  of  fiis  visitors. 

When  he  to<  -k  Umvc  the  next  mrtrning  of  his  guest,  "  To  wh.-itever  itlacc  you 
go,"  s;iiti  .Mmhi  H.-i->s.in. '"inav  (iod  preserve  you  from  every  sort  of  dis<|uirt. 
When  I  m\iti(l  \<>u  to  si||i  with  luc  >i."<t<.'rilay,  I  informed  you  of  tlie  n:lc  I  had 
laid  down  ti>  m\>elt':  for  uhirh  rcasMn  ymi  inii-<t  nut  t.Lkc  it  ill  if  1  lett  >i>:i  tb.it 
»e  shall  ne%cr  drink  ioj;irther  .i^^.iin.  and  even  th.it  wc  shall  ncvrr  -.ec  e.u  h  nther 
any  more  .11  ni>  hi'Usc,  ur  .my  other  pl.i«:c.  1  have  my  reas4»n^  fwr  this  <  i;nili:rt. 
Mav  the  .■\lini;;hiv  j^ii.ird  \<'\\  '.' 

AIxiii  H.i>'.in  iiU-.rrved  ihi-*  nile  with  great  cx.ictness.  He  ne\er  Ii-.ted  at  or 
spiikc  111  the  -[ran;;cr>.  :iny  more  wlniin  he  had  onrc  rcceneii  in  hji  Imusi-. 
When  lie  met  ilu-m  in  the  strerls.  the  s<[Li.ires.  or  publu-  .isscinhlir-^.  he  appcircd 
not  til  -I  e  iht-Mi ;  he  e\cn  turned  fmm  tlicm  if  they  .n  insted  hiin ;  in  slmr:.  lit- 
never  h.nl  the  le.i-t  ^^:er^■o^l^^e  with  ihrni.  I-ur  a  long  time  hc  cindin  led  him- 
self m  thii  iiiinner,  uhen  one  d.Lv.  a  Iitlle  before  sunset,  .li  he  nas  sc.itcd  in  his 
usu.il  tn.inner  .«:  the  end  uf  the  hri<lge.  the  Caliph  Haroun  AlraS(.hid  appeared, 
but  so  much  di:>guiscd,  hc  could  not  be  known. 
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Although  this  monarch  had  ministers  and  officers  of  justice,  «vho  ptrtanmA 
their  duty  with  great  exactness,  he  wished,  nevertheless,  to  look  into  o-vt^ibat 
himself.  With  this  design,  33  wc  have  atre.id>-  seen,  he  often  went  m  diderod 
disguises  thruugh  the  city  of  Bagdad ;  he  did  not  even  ncj^lcct  its  cnvirani;  nd 
on  this  account  he  made  it  a  custom  to  go  on  the  first  day  of  every  month  ai» 
the  great  roads  which  lead  to  the  ciiy,  sometimes  on  one  side,  oad  sonmiiau 
on  the  other.  That  day,  the  Arst  of  the  month,  be  appeared  rthgtt'rwl  u  « 
merchant  from  Muussoul,  who  had  just  Lmded  on  the  other  side  oT  Ibebndp. 
and  was  followed  by  3  slave  of  a  Urge  and  stout  figure. 

As  the  caliph  had,  under  his  disguise,  a  grave  and   :■  .\' 

Hassan,  who  believed  him  to  be  a  merchant  from  Mousso 
on  whicl)  he  was  seated,  and  after  having  saluted  him  and  Kisr,c(i  [i.>  im-.u  rA.-i 
a  courteous  air,  "Sir,"  said  he, "  I  congratulate  you  on  your  hAppy  arrlnli  1 
entreat  you  would  do  me  the  honour  to  sup  with  me  and  pass  the  nighi  ai  n^ 
house,  in  order  to  recover  yourself  after  the  fatigue  of  your  joumcj'."  And  id 
induce  him  to  comply  with  his  request,  he  tuld  him  m  few  words  the  rule  be  hid 
laid  down  to  himself  of  every  day  receiving,  if  possible,  and  for  oae  aight  aaij. 
the  fust  stranger  who  presented  himself. 

The  caliph  found  something  so  singular  In  the  vhimsical  ustc  of  Abas 
Hassan,  that  he  felt  an  inclination  to  know  the  foundattun  of  tu  W^tdhOK 
quilting  the  character  of  a  merchant,  he  assured  him  he  cotdd  not  better  riply 
to  so  great  and  unexpected  a  civitit>'  on  his  arrival  at  Bagdad  than  by  accepuqf 
the  obliging  inviutton  he-had  just  received;  that  be  had  only  to  lead  tbaaigF, 
and  he  was  ready  to  follow  him. 

Abou  Hassan,  who  was  ignorant  of  the  high  rank  of  the  guest  which  cbavs 
had  just  presented  to  him,  conducted  himself  to w.irds  the  cahph  as  he  wnolddo 
towards  his  equal.     He  carried  him  to  his  house,  showed  him  i-.r  rancK 

very  neatly  furnished,  where  he  seated  him  on  a  sofa  in  the  'UxaUi 

place.  Supper  was  ready,  and  the  cloth  was  spread.  .Abou  H:i^i.t^>  a  moctaor, 
who  was  on  adept  in  the  art  of  cooking,  sent  in  tlirce  dishes:  in  the  coiddlta 
line  capon,  garnished  with  four  fat  puUets.  Of  the  other  two  dishes,  the  ok 
was  a  tat  goose,  the  other  a  ragout  of  pigeons.  There  was  nothing  murc^  IM 
these  dishes  were  well  chosen  and  excellent  of  their  kind. 

Abou  Hassan  placed  himself  at  table  apposite  his  guest,  and  the  caliph  aad 
he  heg.in  eaiing  with  a  good  appetite,  helping  themselves  to  what  tbcy  hked 
best  wiihnut  spc.i king,  .and  even  without  drinking,  according  to  the  ciuiooi  of 
their  countf)-.  When  they  had  done,  the  slave  of  the  caliph  brought  them 
to  wash  in ;  and  in  the  meantime  the  mother  of  Abou  Hassan  took  awvf 
dishes  and  brought  the  dessert,  which  consisted  of  a  variety  of  the  fmtts 
season,  such  as  gra{)Cis  peaches,  apples,  pears,  and  scveml  kinds  of  Ctkes 
of  dried  almoncU.  When  the  day  closed  the^  lighted  the  Candles,  after  «] 
Abou  Hassan  put  bottles  and  glasses  before  htm,  and  look  care  that  hU 
provided  supper  for  the  caliph's  slave. 

When  the  pretended  merchant  of  Moussoul  and  Abou  Hassan  w-rre 
again  at  table,  the  latter,  before  he  touched  the  fruit.  l»>«ik  a  cup.  and 
fur  himself  nrsi,  he  held  it  in  his  hand.    *'Sir,"  said  he  to  the  cahph,  nhcua 
took  to  be  only  a  nterchant, "  you  know  as  well  as  I  do  thai  the  cock 
dnnks  till  he  has  called  his  hens  about  him  to  come  and  drink  with  htm; 
invite  )'ou.  then,  to  follow  my  example.     1  know  not  wh.it  you  may  thick  a( 
matter,  but  for  my  own  pan  it  seems  that  a  nun  who  hates  wine,  asd 
f;tin  be  thought  wise,  is  certainly  not  so.     Let  such  people  go  ua  Hitb 
stupid  and  melancholy  disposition,  but  let  us  enjoy  ourselves.     1  sec 
sparkling  in  the  cup,  and  it  will  assuredly  be  communicated  to 
emptv  ii." 

while  Abou  Hassan  was  drinking, "  I  like  thiV  said  the  calipb,  as  be  took 
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hold  of  ihe  cup  that  k  as  intraded  for  hhn  ;  "  you  are  what  may  be  rallM  a  iolty 
leflow.  1  love  you  fur  your  humour,  and  1  expect  you  will  tUl  mine  »  ftul  in 
llie  WM  way.' 

Abou  HaMui  had  00  vooocr  drunk  than,  Wke^  the  cup  which  the  caliph  held 
««t,  *  Taste  It,  ur,"  uid  be,  **  you  will  And  it  cicdtenL"  **  I  am  well  tatiiftad 
of  it,*  RUirned  the  1:  jliph,  Uuichini; :  "  no  doubt  a  ouui  like  yoa  knows  hov  lo 
procure  for  yourself  tl>c  best  of  everything." 

While  the  oiliph  w^s  drinkinf;, "  One  need  only  look  at  you,"  replied  Abou 
Hatty*!  "  u>  otMcne  at  fmi  »ghi  that  >-ou  are  one  of  tho«e  who  have  leen  the 
wedd  ud  know  how  ui  enjoy  ic  If  my  house,"  added  he,  tn  ftame  line*  of 
AnUan  pnetn*.  "  were  rapable  of  any  reelmg,  and  jlive  10  the  pirature  of 
MCcMfig  you  within  iti  wali»,  It  would  loudly  r\preu  iti  joy,  and  throwing  itself 
at  ytm  feet,  would  rry  out,  *  Ah  1  what  dcli^^t  -  what  happmesi  is  it  to  coc 
aiylf  honoured  with  the  prrtence  of  a  person  to  rcipecuble,  and  at  the  nine 
ftaaa  M  oondescending  ax  to  deign  to  come  under  my  roof  \ '  In  short,  sir,  roy 
)0]r  i*  conplcte  to  have  met  lo^y  with  a  man  of  vour  mcnt." 

Thoe  nlUes  of  Aboa  Hassan  very  much  Utvcrtcd  the  nUlph,  who  wa» 
uturally  of  a  merry  turn,  and  look  pleasure  in  iodudnc  him  ID  drink,  tlut  by 
niety  which  wine  would  excite  h«  might  become  bener  acquainted  with  him. 
TocAfai^  him  in  ciinverMiion,  he  asked  him  his  name,  and  what  was  his  em* 
■loymcnt,  And  how  he  passed  his  time.  ".Sir,"  said  he,  "my  nartte  u  Abou 
nlttinn  :  1  hav-e  lost  my  father,  who  was  a  merchant,  ikOC  indeed  of  the  nchest, 
hitt,  however,  one  of  those  who  at  Baudad  live  very  much  at  their  case.  At  his 
•laath  he  left  me  an  inheritance  nifficMnt  to  support  me  creditably  in  the  r%nk  I 
hild.  As  hii  behaviour  towards  mt  had  been  very  severe,  and  at  the  time  of  bis 
death  1  had  passed  the  best  part  of  my  youth  uader  great  restraint,  I  wished  to 
ttf  ID  naka  up  for  all  the  time  I  conceived  I  had  lotL 

** la  Ihia, oevenhele%K"  continued  Abou  Hassan,  **  I  rcgnlalcd  rayproccedtDp 
in  a  naaner  very  diiTerent  from  tliat  of  ymi^  P^ple  in  geoenL  They  asaallf 
ci«c  thoaadves  up  10  mtenipennce  without  uiou(ht ;  they  indu^  in  every 
iTiMipiTkin  tUl  reduced  10  the  last  leouinj  and  then  cxerdM  a  forccorepcntcnce 
aguil  Ihair  will  all  the  renainda  of  their  life  To  avoid  this  distreai,  1  divided 
By  property  iato  two  parts— the  one  coMutiog  of  rants,  the  other  of  raadjr 
wety.  I  oestined  the  ready  mooey  for  the  suppon  of  my  propoicd  evpensaiy 
and  made  a  firm  resolution  not  to  touch  my  remsi  I  formed  a  society  of  people 
i  knew,  and  those  neady  of  mv  own  afe,  and  with  the  ready  money,  wnicb  I 
ftarty  taviflhod,  I  made  every  oiy  the  moiK  iplndid  entcnauraeaiSf  m  such  a 
maaiwr  as  to  gratify  all  cntr  wiihea  But  this  did  not  last  \aa^ :  at  the  cod  <A  a 
year  I  Coend  my  purv  emitty,  and  at  oiure  all  my  convivial  fincnds  ''t"nf  rri 
I  made  it  my  busmcM  10  ^i^  and  see  them  all  in  turn,  1  "pTwnted  to  each  iha 
wretched  state  to  which  I  was  tedMoad  ;  but  no  one  offered  mc  any  asshMooe.  I 
therefore  renounced  their  Erieadskipj  aad»  itdadag  my  cspeiucs  witfiin  the 
limits  of  my  income.  1  so  far  tectaadkad  as  to  have  no  locietv  at  all.  but  ihar 
of  the  firu  Ktranirer  I  every  day  dioold  meet,  on  his  arrival  at  itaidad,  with  this 
ceoditkm.  that  1  entertained  turn  for  that  day  only.  I  have  told  yoo  the  rest, 
and  I  thank  my  good  fortune,  which  to-day  has  thrown  in  my  sny  a  stranger  of 
■o  anch  mcriL 

The  cafiph.  very  well  latisfted  with  this  explanadoo,  said  to  Abou  Haiaan,  ^  I 
cyol  enough  commcad  the  st^  you  looL  in  amag  with  so  ranch  caatten, 
WMAy*^  entered  npoa  ytair  nee  coarta  of  ttli^  and  in  fcnooctwg  yonami  ao 
iWlftNiidj  from  yeuRg  men  in  general :  and  I  leapect  yoe  Mill  man,  that  voa 
kept  your  rcaohiuoa  wiib  to  mut^  nxmmmm  as  yoa  have  done.  Yov  wafliad  la 
a  very  ihppeiy  paihu  and  I  cannot  saAdaatly  woadv,  alter  yoa  have  speat  aft 
mr  nam  mancy,  mc  you  had  the  moderatmn  to  confine  yoartcif  wvUn  ^ 
■caiM  MMiBcrai  year  reus,  and  that  yon  did  not  nMrtpC*)'«*>''c>lnia.    To 
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ten  you  wh.it  I  think  af  the  matter,  1  (irmly  believe  that  \-txt  are  the  onlr  bus 
^easure  that  ever  did,  or  ever  will,  conduct  himself  in  such  a  mjnner.  In 

I  declare  that  I  cmy  your  good  fortune  :   you  arc  tlie  \\.--- iiaoo 

thus  to  have  every  day  ihe  company  of  a  rcapccubic  p'-  whoa 

can  converse  so  agreeably,  and  to  whom  you  give  an  opp-..  ..^i.-L,  i>f  tdli 
world  the  ^ood  reception  you  have  afforded  bim.      Dut  n-e  forget 
reilhcr  you  nor  I  perceive  how  lonj;  we  have  been  talking  without  d 
come,  drink,  and  I  will  pl(:d;je  vou."     The  caliph  and  Abou   H&ssall  O 
drinking  a  long  time  and  converging  most  agreeably  toi^vllier. 

The  night  was  far  advanced,  and  the  caliph,  pretending  to  be  much  Cu{(tted 
with  his  day's  journey,  said  to  Abou  t-i.is^n  that  he  was  much  indtncd  lo 
himself.     "  Nor  would  I  wish,"  added  he,  "  thai,  on  my  account,  you 
any  of  your  sleep.      Before  we  part  {for  perhaps  I  shall  be  gone  to-moi 
your  house  before  you  awake,  1  have  the  satisfaction  of  saying  how  4e: 
am  of  the  civnltt)',  the  good   cheer,  and  the  hospitality  with  which  yoa 
treated  mc  in  so  obhgmg  a  manner.     I  :un  orUy  concerned  to  know  in  wtut 
I  con  be^t  prove  my  gratitude.     1  entreat  you  to  inform  me.  and  ytm  Utall 
that  1  am  not  an  ungrateful  person.     It  x%  hardly  pos:>ib1i-  "-c 

shculd  not  have  some  business  lo  be  done,  some  want  to  \ 
to  begratifit.'d.     Open  your  heart  to  mc,  and  speak  frcvly.     i  iiuii^;'!  <>  'ncri 
as  you  see  me,  I  am  iti  a  situation,  either  by  m>^elf  or  by  mcan»  of  my  fii 
to  confer  an  obligation." 

At  these  offers  of  the  caliph,  whom  Abou  Hassan  all  along  auppoved  to  1 
merchant,  "  .My  good  sir,"  he  replied,  "  I  am  thoroughly  persuaded  that  it  b 
out  of  mere  compliment  you  andress  me  in  this  gener<ms  manner.      Box. 
the  word  of  .i  man  nf  honour,  [  can  assure  yoti  that  1  have  no  lUstreaa.  Dft 
ne5*i,  no  want,  that  I  h.ivc  nothing  to  ask  of  anybody.     I  have  not  tbc 
degree  of  ambition,  as  I  ha^T  already  tuld  you,  and  am  perfoctly  conicued 
my  lot,  so  that  I  have  only  to  thank  you,  as  well  for  your  kitKl  oflfcri  as 
you  have  had  the  goodness  to  confer  upon  me  the  honour  vA  takiog  a 
refresbmcot  at  my  house. 

"  1  will  say,  nc\erihclc3s,"  continued  Abou  Hassan.  "  that  one  ihlnc  cWea 
some   coturcm,  without,  however,  materially  disturbing   my   tr  ■  ' 

know  the  city  of  Bagdad  lias  several  divisions,  and  that  m  cvi-  i 

is  a  mosque  and  an   Imam,  who  assembles  all  the  people  ot   lUe  divu;oa 
the  accustomed  hours  to  join  with  him  in  prayer.    The  Imam  of  ihu  division 
ver>'  old  man,  of  an  austere  countenance,  and  a  complete  h>-pocnte,i( 
was  one  in  the  world.     He  .issembles  four  other  dotards,  mv  ncighl 
I  much  of  the  same  character,  for  a  council,  who  meet  rcgtilarly  every  d*yl 
I  house.      When   they  get  together  there  is  no  sort  of  sLmdcr,  calumny*, 
'mischief  which  they  do  not  raise  and  propagate  agatr*  '■—  ""I  against  all 
division  :  they  disturb  our  quiet,  and  stir  up  dissensiii  <is.     They 

themselves  formidable  to  some  and  threaten  others.       .  .  .  -li.  In  short, 

our  iiwstcrs.  and  thai  each  of  us  should   conduct  himself  accordiojc 
caprice,  while  at  die  same  time  tliey  cannot  govern  themselves.    To     ^ 
I  truth,  I  cannot  bear  to  see  tlicm  busying  ihemselws  with  evcryihiUig  luT 
Koran,  and  that  thcv  cannot  let  their  neighlx>urs  live  in  iJeacc" 

*'  So,  then,"  replied  the  cali|^,  **  you  seem  desirous  of  finding  meant  lo 
this  disorder?"  "  I  do  indeed,"*  replied  Abou  Hassan  ;  "  and  the  only  I 
would  beg  of  God  for  this  purpose  is,  that  1  should  be  r.ihph  in  the  room  of  thr 
Commander  of  the  Faithful,  our  sovereign  lord  and  m.-istcr.  Haroun  /XlnadlM. 
,fbr  one  d.iy."  "What  would  you  do," demanded  the  calipti."if  (bat  shodd 
ijuppcn.*'  "One  verj-  import-int  thing  would  I  do,"  replied  Abou  Hauaa. 
**  which  would  gi\'c  satisfaction  to  all  good  people.  I  woiUd  order  a  hundmd 
strokes  on  the  soles  of  the  feet  to  be  given  lo  each  of  the  four  oM  nen^  and  foot 
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hmulnd  to  thtt  Imzm  himself^  to  teach  tbem  that  it  (■  twn  their  busineM  to 
disturb  and  vex  their  nctglilxjun." 

The  cabuh  mu  muth  Jivcitcd  M-tth  the  conceit  of  Abou  Haiun ;  and  as  be 
Iu4  Batualiy  a  um  for  adventum,  it  mjigcitod  to  him  a  desire  to  omuw  him* 

tctfwich  il  io  a  Vcn'  c>slr.itirilift.u\  m.inncr.     "Your  wIOi  i>Ir.»vrs  mc  ll»'  nmre.' 

said  the  caliph, ' 

camot  bear  Uut 

frtM  pleasure  inMrt:i(i)(  ttic  eiitxtuf  ii.atiLl  peib.i|  ili-tiklutt 

yuu  have  linai^aed  nuy  cumc  to  ^im.    I  am  p^..  }>h  would 

nadiJjr  tnai  ha  power  in  your  hands  for  twcmy-fuiu  liuui^,  li  iic  wcic  informrd 
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Wx  '^f-eUeot  us«  you  would  nuhe  of  it.    Although  a 
r)  acvcAhekss  not  wiihouiadcgrteof  iatcrctt, 


of  your  good  ir.<-T«';."«  ■ 

WMfrhim  on! 

which  Buy  pu ,  :  :    _. busineM," 

**  I  Mt  plamly,"  replied  Abmi  Hasun,  "  that  you  are  dlvcniDg  jroutvelf  viih 
onrloDttsb  fancy,  ana  tlic  caliph  would  Laugh  ai  tt  al^o  tf  be  came  to  the  Iraow- 
ItBB  el  a  thing  so  ridiculous.  1 1  migbt  indeed  havo  tho  aAct  of  indncim  him 
M  nqniiv  into  the  cooduct  of  the  imam  and  bis  couiudIan»  and  order  ihcm  to 
MPHiiiahcxL* 

''^l  am  by  no  means  laughing  ai  yon."  icpticd  the  caliph ;  **  Cod  lorbid  that  I 
should  cherish  M  unbecominy  a  iltmijjhi  oi  a  person  Uke  you,  who  ha^x  cnlct- 
taincd  me  so  handsomdyi  though  r^xiwr  uoWnown  to  you  ;  and  I  can  assure  you 
that  the  caliph  himself  wnnUl  n^  v<iu.     Hut  let  us  put  an  end  10  tUs 

cnnversabon  ;  it  is  nr.ir  [nitlmglu,  ttt  go  to  bed.' 

**WeIl,  then,"  said  Abou  Hauan,  "  mc  wul  cut  short  our  discounCf  and  I  will 
MH  aravtm  yuu  from  lakiag  your  repoaat  hat  as  there  tsahillo  winastiU  left  in 
tb«  ooiiK  *«  Bust  finish  that,  if  you  pkue,  and  then  «■  will  retira.  The  ooly 
thng  I  have  to  ncoamend  is,  vna  vm  leave  cba  houso  io>Dwnoir  moniaf, « 


I  should  not  be  tip,  that  you  ^vould  not  leave  the  door  open,  but  that  ym  wotdd 
trouble  yourself  tu  shut  it  ufter  you."    Ttu»  the  caliph  promised  faithfully  to  da. 

While  Abou  Hassan  was  speaking,  ihe  caliph  laid  hold  of  the  buttle  and  the 
two  raps.  He  helped  himself  first.antl  made  Abou  Hassan  understand  that  be 
drank  to  him  a  cup  df  thanks.  When  he  had  done  so,  he  slily  threw  into  Abou 
Hassan's  cup  a  little  powder  uhich  he  had  nith  him,  and  poured  upon  ii  the 
remainder  of  the  bottle.  I'resentini;  it  to  Abou  Hassan,  "  Vou  have  had  ifac 
trouble,"  said  he,  "  of  helpin;;  me  throughout  the  evening  ;  the  least  1  can  do  in 
return  is  to  spare  you  that  trouble  now,  far  the  last  time  :  1  beg  you  trill  take  th*: 
cup  from  my  hand,  and  drink  this  time  for  my  sake." 

Abou  Hassan  took  the  cup ;  and  the  belter  to  prove  to  his  guest  with  bow 
much  ptcRsurc  he  accepted  the  honour  done  him,  ne  sw.illowea  the  wboleaia 
breath.     But  scarcely  had  he  put  the  cup  on  the  table  wht-n  the  powder  begwi 
to  take  effect.    He  instantly  fell  so  fast  asleep,  and  his  head  dropped  almost  npoo 
his  knees  so  suddenly,  that  the  caliph  could  not  help  laughing.    The  slave  nf  the 
caliph,  by  whom  he  was  attended,  had  returned  so  soon  as  he  had  supped,  ani 
dunng  some  time  had  been  on  the  spot  ready  to  obey  orders.    "  I'lacc  ihts  mt 
upon  your  shoulders,"  said  the  caliph  to  him.  "  but  take  care  to  notice  the  ' 
wbere  this  house  stands,  that  }-ou  may  bring  him  back  hither  when  1  shs2 
you." 

The  caliph,  followed  by  his  slave  with  Abou  Hassan  on  his  shoulders,  wctr- 
out  of  the  nouse,  but  without  closing  the  dour,  as  Abou   Hassan  had  request 
him  ;  and  he  did  so  on  purpose.     W  hen  he  arrived  at  the  pubce,  he  entercal 
a  private  door,  and  ordcrca  the  slave  to  follow  him  to  his  ap.irtmeni.  wrhere 
the  officers  of  the  bedchamber  were  in  wailing.     "  Undress  this  man,"  utd 
to  them,  "  and  lay  him  in  my  bed  ;  I  will  afterwards  tell  y»u  my  intention.* 

Tbe  officers  undressed  Abou  Hassan,  they  clothed  him  with  the  caliph's  hI 
dress,  and  put  him  to  bed, as  they  were  ordered.     Nobody  in  the  palace  " 
retired  to  resL     The  caliph  ordered  all  the  ladies  and  officers  of  the  comt 
attend  ;  and  when  they  were  in  his  presence,  "  I  desire."  said  he  to  them,  ** 
all  those  who  iisu.illy  come  to  me  when  I  rise,  fail  not  in  their  attendance 
to-morrow  morning  upon  this  man  whom  you  sec  asleep  in  mv  bed.  aod 
each  perform  the  same  services  to  him  upon  his  waking'  which  are  usually  . 
to  me.     I  desire  also  that  the  same  attentions  be  obscr%-ed  towards  him  fts 
due  to  my  own  person,  and  that  he  be  obeyed  in  all  that  he  shall  cm 
Let  hiro  be  refused  nothing'  he  may  demand,  nor  be  contradicted  in  an>-thtn!g 
shall  express  a  wish  for.     On  everj'  occasion,  where  it  shall  be  proper  to  ! 
to  or  answer  him,  let  him  always  be  treated  as  the  Commander  of  the  Kai 
In  one  word,  I  require  that  no  more  attention  be  paid  to  my  onm  pervm  by 

one,  all  the  time  they  arc  about  him,  than  if  he  was  re-illv  what  I  am,  that  i 

sav,  caliph  and  Commander  of  the  Faithful.    Above  all,^et  the  utmost  care     — 
laiten  that  the  deception  is  carried  tlirougb,  even  to  the  most  trifling 
stance." 

The  officers  and  ladies,  who  soon  perceived  the  caliph  wiihei!  to  amuw 
otiswered  only  by  a  low  bow  ;  and  from  that  moment,  each  of  them  for  hit 
part  prepared  lo  contribute  all  in  his  power,  in  what  related  to  bis  peculiar 
to  support  his  character  with  exactness. 

Upon  reluming  to  the  pulare.the  caliph  had  sent  to  summon  the  ffnukd  vi 
Gialar  by  the  first  person  in  waiting  he  mer  with,  and  this  minister  had  jiutanr 


'subbr^ 


The  caliph  s,iid  tohim.'T.iafar,  I  sent  to  you  to  warn  vou  not  to  seem' 

when,  at  the  audience  to-morrow  morning,  you  shall  see  the  man  who  is 
asleep  on  my  bed,  seated  upon  my  throne,  and  dressed  in  roy  robes  of  «_ 
Address  him  in  the  same  forms  and  with  the  same  respert  you  nn  in  itti.  fc  ^  Mr 
of  paying  to  mc,  and  treat  him  exactly  as  if  he  were  the  Commander  ol    <te 
Faithful     Attend  to  htm,  and  execute  punctually  all  his  orders,  jun  u  tf  tb'T 


were  Diine.  He  will  not  fail  lo  make  Uigt  presents,  and  you  wUI  be  tluu;^ 
with  the  disiribuiion  of  them  :  do  everything  of  Uial  sort  he  shall  order,  even  to 
the  Kuard  of  m)'  treosur)'.  Remember  also  xa  warn  my  emirs,  my  ushers,  and 
al]  the  afllcere  not  wiihm  the  palace  to-morrow  at  the  public  audience,  (o  pay  him 
the  san>e  honours  as  to  my  person,  and  to  act  their  part  so  well  that  he  shall  be 
ihorot^hl)  deceived,  and  that  the  amusement  1  propose  to  myself  may  not  in  the 
BnaUest  instance  be  broken  in  upon.  You  may  now  retire  ;  I  have  nothing  further 
to  order,  only  give  me  all  the  satisfuction  in  this  matter  which  [  demand." 

After  the  grand  vizier  had  retired,  the  caliph  pa^^sed  on  to  another  apartment, 
ud  as  he  went  tu  bed  he  gave  to  Mesrour,  chief  of  the  eunuchs,  die  orders  which 
■ere  to  Ix  executed  on  his  part,  so  that  everything  might  succeed  in  the  manner 
tatcndcd,  both  to  fulfil  the  wish  of  Abou  Ilassan,  and  to  see  the  use  he  would 
■ikc  of  the  caliph's  powers  and  authiirity  during  the  short  time  he  desired  to 
them.  Above  all,  he  enjoined  him  not  to  fail  coming  to  call  him  at  the 
hour,  and  before  Abou  Hassan  was  awake,  because  he  wished  to  be  present 
at  an  chat  should  pass. 

Mesrour  awakened  the  caliph  punctually  .it  the  time  he  was  ordered.  As  soon 
utfae  Utter  had  entered  the  room  where  Abou  Hassan  slept,  he  placed  himself 
In  an  adjoining  closet,  whence  he  could  observe,  through  a  lattice,  all  that 
puscd  without  being  liimself  ^een.  All  the  ot'ticers  and  the  ladies  who  were  to 
oe  present  when  Abou  Hassan  ro&e  came  in  .it  the  same  time,  and  were  posted 
io  their  accustnmed  plices,  according  to  their  rank,  and  in  prufound  silence,  just 
u  if  it  had  been  the  caliph  himself  who  was  rising,  and  ready  to  perform  the 
duUes  for  which  they  were  destined. 

As  the  day  already  began  to  break,  and  it  was  time  to  get  up  for  early  pra>-ers 
hdon  sunrise,  the  ol^ccr  who  was  nearest  Abou  Hassan's  pillow  applied  to  bis 
BOie  a  small  piece  of  sponge  dipped  in  vinegar. 
Abou  Hass.in  sneezed,  turnmg  his  head  without  opening  his  eyes,  and  began 
I  throw  off  a  litde  phlegm,  which  they  were  ready  to  receive  in  a  golden  basin, 
it  might  not  fall  upon  the  carpet  and  soil  it.  This  was  the  common  elfecc 
'  the  powder  which  the  caliph  bad  made  htm  take,  when,  in  proportion  to  the 
,  it  ceased  in  more  or  less  time  to  cause  the  disposition  to  sleep  for  which  it 
Ipren. 

Abou  Hassan,  placing  his  head  again  upon  the  pillow,  opened  his  eyes,  and, 
ifiu*  as  the  little  light  there  yet  was  pcmiitlcd  him,  he  saw  himself  in  a  large 
'  ma^iiccnt  chamber,  superbly  furnished,  the  ceding  of  which  was  painted 
I  various  figures  .ind  elegant  borders,  and  ornamented  tliroughout  with  vases 
<t  Bu\Mve  gold,  with  t.'ipestry  and  carpets  of  the  richest  kind.  He  found  himself 
^Btronnded  by  young  females  of  enchanting  beautj*,  many  of  whom  had  different 
^■■teal  mstnimcnts,  upon  which  ihcy  were  preparing  to  play,  and  by  bLick 
■^bnocfas,  richly  dressed,  and  standing  ranged  in  the  humblest  posture.  As  he 
^Mt  his  eyes  upon  the  coverlet  of  the  bed,  he  saw  it  was  a  beautiful  crimson  and 
^gM  brocade,  ornamented  with  pearls  and  diamonds,  and  at  the  bedside  there 
'^It  a  dress  of  the  same  materials  and  equally  enriched,  and  near  it,  on  a 
^iUbkin.  a  caliph's  cap. 

_  At  the  sight  of  iliesc  splendid  objects  Abou  Hassan  was  inexpressibly  as- 
^■awhcd  and  confounded.  He  lookm  upon  the  whole  as  a  dream,— a  dream, 
^uiLku.so  truly  to  his  own  saiisf.tction,  tnat  he  w.m  desirous  it  might  nnt  prove 
^ODB.  "  Well,"  s-^id  he  to  himself,  "  I  am  caliph,  then ;  but,''  added  he  a  little  after 
^a*  lecovering  himself,  "  I  must  not  deceive  m>-self ;  it  is  a  dream,  merely  an 
^t^ka.  erf  the  wish  I  formed  in  conversation  ^^ith  my  guest."  So  he  ^hut  his  eyes 
^■pb  ai  if  he  intended  to  go  to  slccpt 

^  At  U>e  same  time  a  eunuch  came  near.  "Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  said 
I ttspecsfuny.  "  your  majesty  will  be  pleased  not  to  sleep  again.  Ii  is  time  to 
*  fcr  tariy  prayer;  the  day  begins  to  break."    Abou  Hassan,  \-ery  much 
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astonished  at  what  he  heard,  said  again  to  himself,  ''Am  I  awake;  or  do  1  dny^ 
Nd,  1  am  certainly  asleep,"  continued  he,  keeping  his  eyes  still  dosed ;  "  1  *vi 
noi  doubt  iL" 

"Commander  of  the  Fnithful,"  resumed  the  eunurh  a  moment  >fier,  «tn 
observed  that  he  gax-c  no  answer,  nor  sho»-ed  any  sign*  of  mieruliQf  to  rm. 
"  your  majesty  will  allow  mc  to  repeat  that  it  is  time  to  rise,  unless  your  bm^ 
means  to  disregard  the  hour  of  morning  prayer,  which  you  are  ucaaiOBCd  It 
attend,  and  the  sun  is  on  the  point  of  rismg." 

*•  1  wai  deceiving  myself,"  said  Abou  Hassan,  immediately ;  **  I  am  not  adeip. 
I  am  awake.  Tbev  who  sleep  never  hear  am-ihing,  and  I  certainly  hear  ilut  1 
am  spoken  to."  Tlicn  be  opoied  his  eyes  again.  It  was  now  daylight,  aod  Is 
saw  distinctlv  wliat  he  had  before  seen  only  imperfectly.  He  sat  tip  in  Us  W 
witli  a  cheerful  countenance,  like  a  person  much  rejoiced  at  finding  mnidf  isi 
situation  so  far  above  his  rank;  ana  the  caliph,  who  watched  him  vidwacbcii| 
himself  seen,  entered  into  his  thoughts  with  great  satisfartion. 

Then  the  young  women  of  tlie  palace  bowed  before  .'\bou  Hassan  with  iheir 
faces  towards  the  groimd,  and  such  of  them  as  had  instruments  of  music  iihicJ 
him  on  his  first  appearance  with  a  conccn  of  soft-toned  flutes,  hautboyi,  IsM. 
and  various  other  mstruments.  This  so  enchanted  him,  and  raised  hun  to  ndl 
an  excess  of  delight,  that  he  knew  not  where  he  was,  and  was  quite  beside  bn- 
self  He  recurred,  nevertheless,  to  his  first  thought,  and  again  doubted  wbdlttr 
what  he  saw  and  heard  was  a  dream  or  reality.  He  covered  his  ej-cs  wttk  Ito 
hands,  and  lowering  his  head,  "  VMiat  does  all  this  mean  ?"■  he  rrpuied  to  %im- 
self.  *'  Where  am  I  ?  what  has  happened  to  me  ?  what  is  this  polaet  ?  ^Ab 
mean  these  eunuchs,  these  officers  so  handsome  and  so  well  Imsed?  thor 
damsels  so  beautiful,  and  these  musicians  so  enchanting  ?  Is  h  posiQdeihai  1 
should  not  be  able  to  dibtinKuish  whether  I  am  dretuning.  or  whether  I  havvtf 
my  senses  about  me  ?"  At  fast  he  took  his  hamis  from  his  fare  and  opened  W 
eyes,  and,  looking  up.  he  saw  the  sun  darting  his  first  rays  through  toe  rtaidiw 
of  the  ch.imber  in  w-hich  he  was. 

At  (his  moment  Mcsrour.  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs,  came  in,  bowed  vMi  be 
fece  to  the  ground  before  Abou  Hassan,  and.  as  he  raised  himseU,  said,  '  C^ 
mander  of  the  Faithful,  your  majesty  will  permit  mc  to  represent  that  yoo  hB»e 
not  been  accustomed  to  rise  so  late,  and  that  you  ha\-e  sufloexi  the  hour  of 
morning  prayer  to  pass  unnoticed.  Unless  your  majesty  bos  had  a  bad  v^K 
or  be  otherwise  indisposed,  you  will  now  be  pleased  to  ascend  jfoaf  (hroii^M 
hold  your  council,  and  be  seen  a*  usual.  The  generals  of  your  uiuks,  •» 
governors  of  your  provinces,  and  the  other  great  offirers  of  your  court  OfCtf  wa* 
5ie  moment  when  the  door  nf  the  council-chamber  shall  be  open." 

At  this  address  of  Mcsrour.  Abou  Hassan  was,  in  a  manner,  persnaded  tiai 
he  was  not  asleep,  and  that  the  situation  in  which  he  found  himself  was  net  s 
dream.  He  was  much  perplexed,  and  equally  confounded  at  the  unccnainty  k* 
was  in,  and  what  pan  he  should  lake.  At  length  he  fixed  his  ^es  upon  Ntcmiar. 
and,  in  a  senous  tone,  demanded  of  htm.  "  Whom  are  you  adaresstng ?  ^flha  n 
it  that  you  call  Commander  of  the  Faithful  ?  vou,  of  whom  I  know  no^tdf :  JOl 
must  certainly  take  me  for  some  other  i^rson." 

Any  oiher  than  Metirour  would  h.^vi;  been  disconcerted  at  Abou  HniMft 
questions;  but,  instnicled  by  the  caliph,  he  played  his  pari  woiulerfu^  ««■■ 
"  My  most  honoured  lord  and  master,"  cried  he,  '^your  m-tjesty  turclf  fslks  dn 
to  mc  to-d.iy  in  order  lo  try  me.  Is  not  your  majesty  the  Commander  of  (Ik 
Foitlifut,  the  monarch  of  the  wnrld,  from  the  east  to  the  west,  and  opoa  ^sA 
vicar  of  tlic  I'roplict  sent  from  (jud,  who  is  Master  of  all  both  In  beaven  asd  ia 
earth  ?  Vuur  poor  slave  Mesrour  has  not  forvotten  .ill  \\x\i  after  so  many  ytan 
that  be  has  had  the  honour  and  happiness  of  pa>irig  Ins  duly  and  srr^-iccsi* 
/our  majesty.    He  shouM.  \hit\V.  huivseu  the  most  niiserable  of  moB  if  be  wen  ■• 


iaam  yoar  good  opfailoa.  He  mau  humbly  cntrtata  >-our  mjutf  to  lum  the 
goadam  lO  mtore  hhn  lu  your  favuur  ajfun;  he  i»  nliicr  tncuned  to  thmk 
•oiBC  dhagtmM*  dream  ha.%  dictorbed  your  majcfty^  rapoM  UMiiKht* 

Abov  Husan  bunt  intn  mrh  a  violent  M  of  XtatgMitt  at  bculiif  Mcsrour  ny 
|M«>  tlut  be  fen  hack  >  lillmv.  io  the  great  )o)'  of  the  caliph,  wlio  woeld 

hive  Uuj^hed  a«  luuil  1  <if  puttmff  an  end  to  the  pleauiii  icenc  jnst  M 

It  was  bqrinnmg,  which  tic  luu  oetemuned  to  have  exhibUed  betora  hhn. 

Aboa  fuBMn,  aftsr  bftvlng  lughad  a  loni;  lima  in  thii  poWBO,  tat  up  again 
in  hli  bed,  and  spcaldng  to  a  little  ctinuch  ns  ^'     '  Mcirour,  **  Hark  ye," 

•aid  he,  *'tell  me  who  I  am."     "Sire."  naid  the  i  li.  in  a  very  humble 

Runner,  "  your  majcity  is  Commander  of  the  I-au><>>.>,  ^■.•.id  v'lait  upon  canh  of 
the  Master  of  boUi  wDrlds."  **  Tbou  art  a  Mat,  with  iby  liice  aa  black  as  pitch,* 
replied  Abou  Hassan. 

He  then  called  one  of  the  AimIm  who  wu  MW  lu  him  than  the  rett. 
"Come  hithrr.  nu  1h  .luri.'  viiil  Tir.  ai  he  held  nut  hi»  li^ntl  (OM-Arda  her;  "take 
ihe  end  of  ri  i-ep  or  awake." 

TT»e  dam-."  ,  i.:imber,  waa  de- 

Bffhtcd  with  an  opportunity  of  showing  how  ntuch  she  was  capable  uf  doing, 
where  the  buuneu  waa  to  afTord  him  amutomoBL  She  came  towards  Abou 
Haaan  with  the  mo&t  senoua  air  imaidoablc,  arxl  cloiliig  her  teeth  gently  upon 
iSm  and  ot  hta  &ngcr,  which  be  bad  hud  out  to  bv,  the  occaabncd  hun  lo  feel  a 
Bttfepwn. 

Qtnckly  withdrawing  hia  hand,  "  I  aaa  not  asleep,"  said  Abou  llaa«an,  imme- 
4IubIv,  **'I  am  most  ascurcdly  not  asleep.  Bol  what  miracle  i*  it,  then,  that  in 
MM  alght  I  have  bccime  caliph?  this  i»im  num  svrpriaiBg.  the  most  manTllons 
tUnr  m  the  world."  Speakint;  agam  to  the  same  damvl,  *  Now,  by  the  Ueaautg 
«f  ded,"  Bid  be,  **  in  whom  you  put  vour  trust,  at  weU  as  myself,  I  beieech  vou 
t^  mr  1 —  *'■■  ^^c  truth.  Am  I  really  and  tndy  Comrr'-^-r  <  f  the  Kaithftjlf" 
••  Voar  replied    she,   '"i*.  in    truth,  so  acti;  landrr  (4  the 

Faithful  ^.-.  ^^  who  arc  in  lact  your  slave*,  are  all  ^1....^.^  ^  Uimk  what  can 
nake  jroor  najertv  suppose  yrm  are  not  fa*  '  Yoa  Ue,*  reptted  Abuu  Hassan  ; 
"  1  know  very  weU  what  1  am." 

As  the  pincipal  runuch  pcrcrived  that  Aboa  Hasaon  meant  lo  riae.he  offered 
faia  hand  to  .miii  duii  ^n  .Tttin^j  ••n  of  hp<l  A*  ioi>n  .i*  he  was  upon  his  feet, 
ibc  whole  -I  '.c  otltcers  and 

ladies  jmncil  ttt  these  wteils: 

"Coaiannder  U  iha  i^atUdul,  in  tha  Oiunc  ff  Cod,  good  inoraing  to  your 
wyeaty.- 

^'Ob.  Heavciu,"  then  cried  Abou  Hassan,  "  what  a  roirarle  !  U«t  night  was  I 
Aboa  Hasaan.  and  this  muming  I  am  Commander  d  the  Kaittifu] !  I  cannot  at 
all  uadenuad  ihia  very  sudden  and  flvpnaing  change.'  The  oAcen  whow 
baiiacaa  it  «•%  apaadlljr  drcned  Urn  t  wmd  Ihtt  waa  over,  as  the  ocher  oAcan, 
tftt  aunndM,  and  Ae  fcmalee  had  ranged  Ih—tadina  io  twn  Unci,  quits  lo  the 
door  Ihrmwh  which  he  was  togo  into  the  nmnrft  f  hawiNii^  Mewwir  kd  the  way. 
sad  Abm  Haasan  followed.  Thenr^--'-^ — tfrawn  hock, and  tbedaor  opened  try 
an  oftber.    Mesraor  entered  the  c  ttjer,  ami  wrnt  on  faelbn  hm,  oidie 

to  Ihe  toM  of  the  throne,  where  be  ..~,.,^u  m  assist  him  in  ucendinf  ti :  dM  he 
dU  by  Uhittg  him  under  the  thoalder  on  ana  eide^  whtla  aaothcr  ottcnr,  who 
Mhmvd.  nviiiteil  bim  in  the  came  way  on  Ihe  otber. 

Abcu  0.08  seated  amidst  the  accbioafiorw  ol  the  altcndasts,  irf» 

wlAhed  t:  r^il  of  happtaese  aT>d  pnuperfty ;  And  leoktng  to  the  t%kt  and 

UA,  he  asw  the  Uhcers  of  the  gwvda  raa^  bi  exaei  ofdcr.aad  wbh  a  mlliaHy 

In  the  meantime  the  cahph,  wto  qalned  ihe  clofet  In  which  be  had  bean 
cooceakd  at  the  moment  Abou  Haiaan  mawd  Ihe  oauoctt-chaniberi  piMad  to 


mnother  closet,  -wliich  overiooked  (his  chamber,  and  whence  he  cotdd  see  ud 
hear  all  thai  took  place  in  the  council  when  tlic  g'^"^  vizier  presided  bn 
nistcad  of  him,  ifai  any  time  it  was  inconvenient  Ua  him  to  be  there  in  pcni& 
What  then  plea^ted  hin\  the  most  was,  lo  »e  Almu  tUs<.an  representi^ff  |ia 
upon  the  throne,  and  sitting  vnth  as  much  gravity  as  he  coukl  htmjcu  I 
shown. 

From  the  moment  Abou  !ia&san  had  taken  his  seat,  ihei^rand  vixier,  wte< 
present,  prostrated  himself  at  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  as  he  raised 


(w  TKs  ritJuMim. 


thus  addressed  his  person  :  "  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  may  G<m1  pour  opM 

your  maiesty  all  the  blessings  of  this  life,  and  receive  yoa  into  Porube  m  UN 

next,  ana  confound  your  enemies." 

Abou  1lass.in,  after  alt  thai  had  happened  lo  him  since  he  awoke,  snd  vfeM 
I  he  had  just  heard  from  the  mouth  of  the  grand  vizier,  no  longer  doubced  of  ha 
[being  the  caliph,  as  he  had  wished  to  bc;  So  without  cxaminin;;  bow,  or  bf 
[what  means,  so  unexpected  a  chanf^  of  fortune  had  taken  place,  he  inun*iinuit)r 
kbeean  to  exercise  his  power.  Then  looking  at  the  grand  viticr  with  gravity,  m 
[ssKed  him  whether  he  had  anything  to  say  to  him. 

"Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  returned  the  grand  %-izier,  "the  cmirv,  Ae 
LTUiers,  and  the  other  officers  who  belong  to  your  majesty's  council,  are  at  Ar 
■dooT,  and  only  wait  the  mtimenl  when  vou  shall  give  thtni  penriiMHjft  to  i 

and  pav  ihcir  arnmomed  respects."     Abou  Has«an  imrn. 

be  opened,  and  the  grand  \-iiicr,  turning  round,  said  lo  the 


ia  waitini;  for  onkrs,  "  Chief  usher,  (be  Commander  of  the  Faittiful  enjoins  you 
to  do  your  duty." 

The  door  was  opened,  and  nt  once  the  viiiers,  the  emirs,  and  the  prindptd 
o4!iccrfi  of  the  court,  all  in  their  magniticent  habits  of  ceremony,  entered  in  exact 
order,  came  forward  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  and  paid  their  reapects  to  Abou 
Massam,  csich  according  to  bis  rank,  with  their  kneca  bent,  and  their  faces  on  the 
floor,  just  as  they  would  in  the  presence  of  the  caliph  himself,  and  saluted  him 
t>y  ciie  name  of  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  according  to  the  inatniciions  given 
\3y  tHe  grand  %'izier ;  they  then  took  their  places  in  turn,  as  soon  as  each  had  gone 
through  this  ceremony.  When  this  was  ended  and  ihey  were  all  in  their  places, 
diere  was  a  profound  silence. 

Then  the  grand  vizier,  always  standing  before  the  throne,  began  to  make  his 
report  of  vzrtous  nutters  in  the  order  of  tlie  papers  which  he  held  in  his  hand. 
These,  in  truth,  were  nutters  of  course,  and  of  little  consequence,  ivevenheless 
the  c^iph  was  in  consuni  admiration  of  Abou  Hassan's  conducL  In  fact,  he 
never  was  at  a  loss,  or  appeared  at  all  embarrassed.  He  gave  just  decisions 
opon  what  cume  before  htm,  as  his  good  sense  suggested,  whether  be  was  to 
grant  or  refuse  what  was  demanded  of  him. 

before  the  vi^ier  h.^d  finished  his  report,  Abou  Has&an  perceived  the  officer  of 
the  police,  whom  he  kneu'  by  sight,  sitting  in  his  place:  "  Stay  a  moment,''  said 
be,  interrupting  the  grand  vizier,  "  I  have  an  order  of  importance  to  give  unme- 
diately  to  the  officer  of  ihe  police," 

This  oHicer,  who  had  his  eyes  fixed  upon  Abou  Hassan,  and  who  perceived 
that  be  looked  ai  him  in  panicular.  hearing  his  name  mentioned,  rose  imme- 
diauly  from  bis  place,  and  gravely  approached  the  throne,  at  the  foot  of  which 
be  prostrated  himself  with  his  &icc  towards  the  ground.  "  Officer."  said  Abou 
Hassan  to  him,  wlien  he  had  raised  himself,  "go  tliis  moment,  without  loss  of 
cnnCt  *^^^  '  street  in  a  particular  part  of  the  town,"  both  of  which  he  named 
to  him.  **  In  this  street  is  a  mosque,  where  you  will  hnd  the  Imam  and  four  old 
KTe>'beards  :  sctie  their  persons,  and  let  the  four  old  men  have  each  a  hundred 
•trokcs  on  the  feet,  and  let  the  Imam  have  four  hundred.  /Vfter  ttiat  you  shall 
Clause  all  the  five  to  be  mounted,  each  on  a  camel,  clothed  in  rags,  and  with 
their  faces  turned  towards  the  tail.  Tlius  equipped,  you  shall  have  them  led 
tKitMSh  the  diftereni  qu.irier9  of  the  town,  preceded  by  a  crier,  who  shall  pro- 
claim with  a  loud  \Tiice,  'This  is  the  pimisnment  for  those  who  meddle  with 
*<lairs  which  do  not  belong  to  ihem,  and  who  make  it  their  business  to  sow 
f*i»4ention5  among  their  neighbours,  .and  to  do  them  all  possible  mischief.'  My 
^•tlention  is,  moreover,  that  ynu  enjoin  them  lo  leave  tne  part  of  the  town  in 
^hich  they  now  live,  and  forbid  ihcm  ever  to  set  foot  again  in  the  place  whence 
^l*ey  were  driven.  \Vhilc  your  deputy  shall  be  conducting  the  procession  I 
^ve  just  ordered,  you  must  return  to  give  me  an  account  of  the  execution  of 
*Oy  coonnands." 

The  officer  of  the  police  placed  his  hand  upon  his  head  to  signify  that  he 
***  eoing  to  execute  the  order  he  had  received,  under  the  penalty  of  losing  it  if 
^  Culed  in  any  point.  He  postrated  himself  a  second  time  before  the  throne  ; 
*^ien  after  being  raised,  went  aftay. 

This  order,  given  with  so  much  steadiness,  ga\"e  the  caliph  the  more  satislac- 
*4oo  as  be  was  now  cominced  that  Abou  Hassan  was  in  earnest  in  wishing  to 
PvtnJsb  the  Imam  and  his  four  old  counsellors,  and  that  that  was  the  original 
■''eitivc  for  his  wishing  that  he  might  have  the  caliph's  power  for  a  single  day. 

The  grand  viricr,  in  the  meantime,  went  on  with  his  report,  and  he  had  very 

"^yaily  coded  when  the  officer  of  the  p<>lice,  on  his  return,  presented  himself  to 

Cbptton  account  of  his  ci>mmi<.sinn.     He  approached  the  throne,  and  after  the 

*>«mJ  cefemony  of  prostration,  '•Commander  of  the  Faithful."  said  he  to  Abou 

H«Mam«  **  I  have  found  the  Imam  and  the  four  old  men  in  the  mosque  which 
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yonr  nujesty  pointed  out ;  and  to  prove  that  1  have  duly  executed  the 
received  from  yaur  majesty,  tins  is  an  account  of  the  proceeding,  st^rml  byi 
principal  people  of  that  part  of  the  town,  who  were  witnesKS."    At  the 
time  he  look  fmm  bis  bosom  a  paper,  and  gave  it  to  the  pretended  caliplL 

Abou  Hassan  look  the  puper,  rtxtA  it  thmiighoui.  even  to  ihc  namet  o# 
witnesses,  all  of  them  people  whom  he  knew  :  and  when  he  had  finished. ''TtKi 
is  wdl  done,"  said  he  to  the  olhcer  of  the  police,  smiling ;  "  I  am  taiiafied  aad 
pleased  — resume  your  place.  Hypocrites,"  said  he  to  himself  with  ao  fttr  o^ 
satisfaction,  *'u>ho  undertake  to  comment  upon  my  actions,  and  think  it  wmn 
that  I  should  rcceii-e  and  entertain  respectable  people  at  my  house,  richly  dflMm 
this  disgrace  and  punishment."  The  catiph,  who  watched  him,  saw  aa>  hil 
mind,  and  inconceivably  enjoyed  so  pleasant  a  circum»tancc.  ~ 

After  that  Abou  Ha>isan  addrci>scd  thenand  vuicr:  "Let  the  frond 
said  he,  "  maUe  up  a  ptir^e  of  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  and  go  with  it 
quarter  of  the  cit)'  where  I  sent  the  oflker  of  the  police,  and  give  it  to  the 
of  one  Abou  Hassan,  called  the  *  Rake.'   The  man  is  welt  known  throughooc  i 
qvtarter  by  that  name  ;  anybody  will  show  you  his  house.     C^ ;  aad 
quickly." 

The'  grand  virier  Giafar  put  his  hand  on  his  head,  to  mark  hii  nadioHi 
obey,  and  after  havin;;  prostrated  himself  before  the  throne,  departed,  mad 
to  the  grand  treasurer,  who  ^nivc  him  the  pursu     He  ordered  one  of  th* 
u'ho  attended  him  to  take  it,  and  proceeded  to  conx'ev  tt  to  Aboa 
mother.     He  fmind  her,  and  said  the  caliph  had  sent  lliis  present, 
plaining  himself  any  further.    She  was  much  surprised  at  receiving  it.  asi 
not  concmve  what  should  induce  the  caliph  to  make  her  so  hantUome  a 
being  ignorant  of  what  was  pa^siuL'  at  the  palace. 

During  the  absence  of  the  grand  viiier,  the  officer  of  the  police  made  a  tfsfmn 
of  many  things  in  his  department,  and  this  lasted  until  tlte  viiier  returned.  As 
Mon  as  he  reached  the  council- chamber,  and  h.'kd  assured  Abou  Hassui  Uui  he 
had  executed  his  commission,  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs,  that  is,  Mesmor,  win 
had  passed  into  the  inner  apartments  of  the  paJ.ice,  after  he  had  conducted  Aboa 
H-issan  to  tlte  throne,  came  back,  and  made  a  sign  to  the  viziers,  emirs,  aad  aD 
the  officers,  thai  the  council  was  ended,  and  that  ever>-  one  might  retirv ;  whidi 
thc>-  did.  after  having  t^ikcn  tlicir  leave  by  making  a  profound  reverence  ai  ibe 
fool  of  the  throne,  in  the  s;ime  order  as  they  observed  upon  their  entrance.  T^cre 
then  remained  with  Abou  Hassan  only  the  officers  of  tlte  caliph's  guard  and  tbe 
grand  N-izier. 

Abou  Hassan  did  not  continue  a  long  time  on  the  throne  of  the  calipk  Bf 
descended  frnm  it  in  the  s.-mic  manner  he  h.-)d  mounted  it,  tliat  in.  by  Iht  aatw> 
nnce  of  Mesrour,  and  of  another  or^iccr  of  the  eunuchs,  who  took  him  bjr  mA 
arm,  and  waited  upon  him  quite  to  the  apartment  in  which  he  was  at  ftrsL  "nan 
he  entered,  preceded  by  the  grand  vizier.  But  scarcely  had  he  Liken  a  few  nem 
in  it  before  he  expressed  a  nish  to  retire.  While  he  was  abseni,  the  gnuid  Tincr 
went  in  search  of  the  caliph,  who  had  pticcd  himself  in  another  kpot,  that  be 
might  still  be  able  to  ob^rve  Abou  Hassan  without  bring  seen,  ana  rriacod  M 
hun  all  that  had  hapjiencd,  with  which  the  caliph  was  much  delighted. 

Abou  Hassan  retuiiied,  and  Mesrour,  walking  before  him  m  xhnw  him  tbe 
way,  led  him  into  an  inner  room,  where  a  table  was  set  out  uf  dke 

apartment  was  open,  and  a  gre-nt  many  eunuchs  ran  to  tell  the  t  -  lauii 

that  the  pretended  caliph  was  coming.     They  imri  <  i  ttr\'  Inr- 

monious  concert  of  vocal  and  mstnmienial  music.nJ.  .'><id  Hanaa 

to  such  a  degree,  that  he  felt  himself  in  a  transport  ui  ^anti-it  ;.>-u  and  jof,  aad 
WHS  quite  at  a  loss  what  tu  think  of  all  he  taw  .tnd  heard.  "  If  it  be  a  dnam,* 
said  be  to  hitn»clf.  "  it  is  a  dream  of  a  long  continuance.  But  tt  csanoc  ba  a 
dream,"  he  continued.  '^  I  am  perfectly  sensible,  I  make  ui»c  of  mjr  WbAeniaaa^ag^ 
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I  see,  1  walk,  I   hear.     Be  it  what  it  may,  I  refer  in>'self  to  God  in  the  whole^ 
business.    hliU  1  cannot  possibly  believe  that  I  uiii  not  the  Commander  of  ihej 
Faithful  ;  there  is  but  one  Cnmm.mder  of  the  Faithful  who  can  be  surraundf 
with  so  much  nugniticence  as  I  am.    The  honours  and  rcsjject  which  have  beenl 
and  »till  are  paid  tu  me,  the  orders  I  have  ^ven,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  executed,  are  clear  proofs  of  it." 

Aiwa  H;»ssan  wasai  last  convinced  that  he  was  the  caliph  .^nd  the  Commander 
of  the  Kaithfut.  and  he  was  fully  persuaded  of  ii  when  he  found  himself  in  »  venr 
large  and  nchly-fumtshcd  saloon.  Gold,  intermixed  with  the  most  vivid  colours^ 
shone  on  all  bides.  Seven  bands  of  female  musicians,  all  of  the  most  exquisite' 
beauty,  «-cre  placed  around  this  saloon.  Seven  j^oldcn  lustres,  with  as  many 
bt'anchcs,  hung  from  ditferent  i>arts  of  the  ceiling,  on  which  a  skilful  mixture  of 
Bold  and  ature  had  a  wonderful  effcrl.  In  the  midst  was  a  table  spread  with  seven 
iain^c  dishes  of  nu&sive  gold,  which  perfumed  the  room  with  theocumrof  the  richest 
Sptce«  used  in  reasoning  the  several  delicacies  Seven  young  and  most  beautiful 
<umset«i  dressed  in  habiis  of  the  nchest  stu^s  and  most  brdliant  colours,  stood 
round  the  table.  Each  held  a  fan  in  her  hand,  in  order  lo  refresh  him  while  he 
aat  at  tahle. 

If  ever  mortal  was  delighted,  it  was  Abou  Hassan  when  he  entered  this  mag- 
nificent saloon.  At  cvL-r>'  step  he  paused  to  look  about  hnn,  and  contemplate  at 
liis  leisure  all  the  wonderful  things  which  were  presented  to  his  view.  He  «-a« 
every  imimcnl  turning  himself  from  side  to  side,  lo  the  high  dclisht  of  the  caliph, 
tvbo  watched  him  with  the  utmost  attention.  At  length  he  walked  forward  to- 
wards the  middle  of  the  room,  and  placed  himself  ai  the  table.  Immediately 
Ibe  seven  beautiful  damsels  all  at  once  agitated  the  air  with  their  fans,  to  refresh 
tbe  new  caliph.  He  looked  at  ihcm  all  in  succession,  and  after  admiring  ihe 
graceful  case  with  which  they  pcrtormed  their  office,  he  said  to  ihcm  with  a 
pmcious  smile,  that  he  supmised  one  of  them  at  a  lime  was  sufficient  (o  give  him 
all  the  air  he  u'anted  \  ano  he  chose  that  the  other  six  should  place  themscK-es 
at  the  tahle  with  him,  three  on  his  right  hand,  and  three  on  hi5  left,  and  give  him 
their  company.  The  tible  was  round,  and  Abou  Hassan  placed  them  in  such  a 
manner  at  it.  thai  whichever  way  he  looked,  his  ^y^%  beheld  only  objects  of  the 
nu>«t  pleasing  and  agreeable  nature. 

The  six  damsels  obeyed,  and  placed  themselves  round  the  table.  But  Abou 
Hassan  perceived  that,  out  of  respect  lo  him,  they  did  not  eni ;  this  induced  him 
lo  help  them  himself,  inciting  and  pressing  them  lo  eat  in  the  most  obliging 
Ituuuicr.  He  desired  lo  Icnow  their  names,  and  e.tch  in  lum  satisfied  his  curioMty. 
Their  names  were.  Neck  uf  AlabaMer.  Lip  of  Coral,  Fair  xs  Moonlight,  Bright 
SB  Sunshine,  Kye's  Desire,  Henri's  l>elight  He  put  the  same  ((ucstion  to  the 
^rventh,  who  held  the  fan.  and  she  answered  that  her  name  was  Sugar  Cane. 
The  agreeable  things  he  said  to  c:ich  of  them  on  ihc  subject  of  their  names 
aborwcd  that  he  had  abundance  of  wit ;  and  it  cannot  be  conceived  how  much 
this  raised  him  in  the  esteem  which  the  caliph  had  already  entertained  for  him, 
as  he  thus  heard  cver\thing  he  said. 

When  the  damsels  saw  that  Abou  Hassan  had  ceased  eating.  "The  Cora- 
■ouder  of  the  F,iithfiil,"  said  one  of  them  to  the  eunuchs  who  were  in  «-aiting, 
■*  is  desirous  to  walk  into  the  saloon  where  the  dessert  i^  prepared  ;  let  water  be 
brDBChL"  The)'  .ill  rose  from  the  table  at  the  same  time,  .ind  took  from  the 
hwMn  of  the  cunucha,  one  a  golden  ba^in,  another  a  ewer  of  the  same  metal,  the 
third  a  rupkin,  and  presented  themselves  on  their  knees  before  Abou  Hassan, 
Vho  was  still  sitting,  ih.it  he  might  h-ivc  opportunity  of  washing  himself.  When 
W  had  washed  he  rose,  and  at  the  same  moment  a  eunuch  drew  back  tbe  arras, 
And  opened  the  door  of  another  saloon,  into  which  lie  was  to  go. 

Mevour.who  had  not  quitted  Hassan,  walki-'d  before  him,  and  conducted  him 
nu  a  saloon  equally  taigc  with  that  he  had  left,  but  fumifthed  with  a  variety  of 
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pictures  by  the  best  masters,  ornamented  in  auitc  a  different  manner,  with 
of  both  gold  and  silver,  with  carpets,  and  with  other  thinj^  of  the  mott  OMdr 
kind.  There  wen:  in  this  saloon,  tuo,  seven  other  bands  of  female  OHukiMU, 
different  from  the  former,  and  these  seven  bands,  or  rather,  these  seven  cfaoin 
of  music,  beg'in  a  new  concert  tlie  moment  Abou  H.issan  appeared.  Thts  aJoao 
was  ftimifihed  with  seven  other  lar^e  lusitcs,  and  the  uble  in  the  mfaMIe  «is 
co\-ered  with  seven  large  golden  h>»$ins,  tilled  in  form  of  p]^-ramidt  wilk  ntnr 
sort  of  fniit  in  season,  the  finest,  be^t  chosen,  and  most  exquisite ;  and  fOODd  X 
were  seven  other  young  women,  each  with  a  fan  in  ber  hand,  who  were  man 
be-iutiful  than  the  rirsL 

Thc5C  new  objccu  raised  in  Abou  Hassan's  mind  a  still  greater  iidmisatiae 
than  before,  and.  stopping  to  express  it,  he  manifested  the  dccpeit  Hsae  of 
surprise  and  aslunishmcnL  At  length  be  reached  the  table,  and  after  be  wis 
seated  at  it,  and  had  examined  very  leisurely  the  se^en  damsds,  one  afto 
another,  with  a  sort  of  embarrassment  vhich  slinwed  he  rould  not  tell  to  which 
tJ  give  the  preference,  he  ordered  them  all  to  lay  by  their  fans,  to  stt  tlinni  uul 
cat  with  him,  saying  that  the  heat  u-as  not  so  iroublcaomc  to  him  as  to  reqain 
their  services. 

When  the  damsels  had  taken  their  pbces  on  each  tideof  AIxhj  Hasan,  be 
was  first  desirous  of  knowing  their  names,  .ind  he  found  that  they  hod  diflcmn 
names  from  those  of  the  seven  in  the  former  :ialuon,  but  that  these  oaniei  also 
marked  some  excellence  of  mind  or  body,  by  which  they  were  di&llngutshed  Cran 
each  other.  This  extremely  delighted  him,  as  it  .ippeared  from  the  Iii'dy  aftd 
appropriate  speeches  he  used  when  he  ofTered  to  each,  in  turn,  some  fruit  of  the 
ditfcrcnt  sorts  before  him.  To  her  that  was  called  Heans-ch.iin  be  said,  **  Eai 
this  for  my  sake,"  giving  her  a  Bg,  "and  make  the  chains  Ughter  which  I  have 
worn  from  the  moment  I  first  saw  you."  And  giving  some  grapes  to  SooTs* 
grief,  "  Take,"  said  he,  "  these  grapes,  upon  condition  that  you  ease  the  giW  I 
endure  from  the  love  with  which  you  have  inspired  me."  i\nd  in  the  uxnc  wtf 
he  addressed  the  other  damsels.  And  by  circumstances  of  this  soa  Aboa 
Hassan  made  the  caliph,  who  was  much  pleased  with  all  he  did  and  all  bo  taad, 
more  and  more  delighted  at  having  found  in  him  a  man  who  could  so  jj^reeat^ 
amuse  him,  and  at  the  same  time  furnish  him  with  the  means  of  kiMwing  n 
character  so  thoroughly. 

When  Abou  Hassan  had  eaten  of  those  sorts  of  fruits  on  the  table  which  he 
liked  best,  he  rose,  and  immediately  Mesrour,  who  never  quitted  hiifk,  a^iin 
nulked  before  him,  and  led  him.  into  a  third  salonn,  furnished,  decoratod*  Aftd 
enriched  in  the  same  magniticcnt  manner  as  the  two  former. 

There  Abou  Hassan  found  seven  other  bands  ol  music  and  Hven  odier 
damsels  waiting  round  a  table  set  out  with  seven  golden  basint,  cocitaittiiif 
liquid  sweetmeats  of  various  sorts  and  colours.  After  stopping  Co  look  at  chc 
multitude  of  fresh  objects  for  admiration  on  all  sides,  be  walked  up  to  tlM  ta^le 
amidst  the  loud  harmony  of  the  seven  bands  of  music,  which  ceased  upon  hk 
being  seated.  These  seven  damsels  also,  at  his  comnund.  took  their  nUcct  at 
the  table  with  him.  And  as  he  could  not  dispense  these  liquids  tn  the  mnc 
manner  and  with  the  same  polite  attention  he  had  done  the  rest,  he  hcM|ed 
they  would  themselves  nuke  choice  of  such  as  they  liked  best.  He  asked  tnair 
names  too,  and  he  w.is  not  less  pleased  with  these  than  with  those  of  the  former 
damsels;  for  their  %'ariety  lumishcd  him  with  new  matter  for  rom-ersing  wnk 
them  and  addressing  them  with  tender  expressions,  wluch  gxve  them  as  mack 
pleasure  as  it  gave  the  caliph,  whu  did  not  lose  a  word  that  he  said. 

The  day  was  drawing  towards  a  close  when  Abou  Hassan  iito  a 

fjurth  saloon;  it  was  decorated,  like  the  rest,  with  the  most  nv>.'. 

magnificent  furniture.     Here,  too,  were  seven  grind  lustres  o\  ^"i'',  mirii  *  •  i 
lighted  tapers,  .ind  the  whole  room  was  illuminaied  by  a  vast  nuiutier  uf  .    . 
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i^bt*,  which  had  a  novel  and  wonderful  effect  Nofhii^  was  seen  like  this  in 
Ac  three  others;  indeed,  there  was  no  occasion  for  it  Abou  iJassan  found 
A^ain  in  this  last  naloon,  .13  he  had  found  in  all  the  others,  seven  new  Itands  o( 
femaile  musicians,  'i'hcsc  be^n  a  strain  of  a  gayer  case  than  had  been  per- 
fuamcil  in  the  other  saloonsj,  and  which  seemed  to  excite  a  greater  degree  oi  joy. 
Xlsere,  too.  be  saw  seven  oUter  duin&els,  who  stood  in  M-aiting  round  a  table 
covered  also  with  sc\'en  b.isins  of  gold,  lilled  with  cakes  and  (tastrj-,  with  alt 
sorts  of  dry  sweetmeats,  and  whatever  else  was  best  tuted  to  occasion  a  desire 
foK  drinking.  But  Abon  Hassan  observed  here  what  he  had  not  seen  in  the 
other  saloons— a  sideboard,  upon  which  were  seven  large  fbgons  of  silver  filled 
%vith  the  most  exquisite  wines,  and  sc\'en  glasses  of  the  finest  rock  cr>-stal,  of 
C3cc«ncnt  workmanship,  near  each  of  these  llagons. 

Hitherto,  that  Is  to  say.  in  the  Brst  three  saloons,  Abou  Hassan  had  drunk 
only  «ratcT,  in  compliance  witli  the  custom  observed  In  Bagdad,  as  well  by  the 
common  people  as  by  the  upper  rank,  and  by  the  court  of  the  caliph,  where 
-wine  U  usually  only  drunk  .it  nighu  All  those  who  make  use  of  it  at  other  times 
«re  looked  upon  as  dissipated  persons,  and  they  dare  not  appear  In  the  daytime. 
TIbs  custom  is  the  more  to  be  commended,  as  during  the  day  one  has  iiccasion 
lara  dear  head  10  transact  business ;  and  by  that  means,  as  wine  is  not  taken 
ffl  nijj^t,  drunken  people  are  never  seen  making  disturbances  in  open  day  in 
'"  ;  streets  of  that  city. 

Abou  Hassan  Uien  entered  this  fourth  saloon  and  walked  up  to  the  table. 
Wben  he  was  seated,  be  remained  a  long  time  in  a  kind  of  ecstacy  of  admira- 
liaa  at  the  seven  damsels  who  stood  about  him,  and  whom  he  thought  still  more 
ittdsome  than  those  he  had  seen  in  the  other  saloons.  He  had  great  desire  to 
know  the  name  of  each  in  particular;  but  as  the  bud  sound  of  the  music,  and 
tSMctally  of  the  cymbals,  which  u'cre  used  in  all  the  bands,  did  not  allow  his 
focc  to  be  heard,  he  ilappcd  his  hands  to  put  an  end  lu  it,  when  tlicre  was 
•Mantly  a  profound  silence. 

TaJking  tlien  the  hand  of  the  damsel  that  was  nearest  him  on  the  right,  be 
her  sit  down,  and,  after  presenting  her  with  a  rich  cake,  he  asked  her 
*  Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  answered  the  damsel,  "  I  am  called 
ter  of  Pearls."  "  You  could  not  have  a  better  name,''  returned  Abou  liassan, 
^futfone  more  expressive  of  your  charms.  Not  to  blame  those,  however,  who 
mthts  name,  1  must  think  your  beautiful  teeth  are  beyond  the  finest  coloured 
in  the  world.  Cluster  of  Pearls,"  added  he,  "  since  that  is  your  name,  do 
I  tfw  Ca^'our  to  take  a  glass,  Bll  it,  and  let  me  drink  it  from  }'our  fair  hand." 
The  damsel  went  instantly  to  the  sideboard,  and  came  back  with  a  glass  of 
i\9C,  which  she  presented  to  Abou  Hassan  with  all  the  grace  imaginable.  He 
'Vxdt  it  with  pleasure,  and  looking  at  her  tenderly,  "  Cluster  of  Pearls,"  said  he, 
■~I  drink  your  health— I  desire  you  would  fill  as  much  for  yourself  and  pledge 
Vh.'  She  quickly  ra.n  to  the  sidetxiard,  and  returned  with  a  glass  in  her  hand ; 
^n  before  she  drank,  she  sang  a  song,  which  delighted  him  not  less  from  its 
^ip»«lty  than  from  the  charm  of  her  voice,  which  was  still  more  fascinating. 

Abou  Hassan,  after  having  drunk,  took  from  the  basins  what  he  liked  best,  and 
VRMUted  it  to  another  damsel,  whom  he  desired  to  come  and  sit  near  him.  He 
^rimwnrird  her  name  also.  She  answered  that  her  name  nas  Morning  Star. 
^Voor  fine  eyes."  resumed  he,  "are  brighter  and  nwre  brilli.int  than  the  star 
^"^KWe  name  you  bear.  Go,  and  do  me  the  favour  to  fetch  me  a  glass  of  wine.* 
*\m  she  did  in  a  moment  with  the  best  gr.-icc  possible.  He  did  the  same  with 
*tptd  to  the  third  damsel,  who  was  called  Light  of  Uay,  as  well  as  to  all  the 
*^  who  each  presented  hiin  with  wme,  which  be  drank,  to  tbc  high  dehght  of 
'*keciKph. 

Wben  Abou  Hassan  had  drunk  as  many  glasses  as  there  were  damsels.  Cluster 
^  Penis,  to  whom  be  had  first  spoken,  went  to  the  sideboard,  took  a  glass,  which 
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she  filled  v.\yh  wine:  ^Aer  having  throwm  into  ii  a  linle  of  the  powder  wfaicki 
ciliph  hail  in.idc  UK  of  ihe  day  before,  ^lir  cnme  to  present  it  to  him.  **  Cmi- 
m.indcr  of  ihc  Faithful;'  said  she,  "  I  entreat  your  majesty,  b>-  the  concom  1 
lake  in  the  preservation  of  your  health,  lu  take  thi^  k''^^  ^^  »inr,  and  bcfaRjvi 
drink  tt,  to  hear  a  son^,  which  I  dare  (latter  niyscU  will  not  be  diMfrecabk  w 
you.  I  composed  it  only  this  niornin}{,  and  no  one  ha»  yet  heard  me  %a^  K." 
"  I  grant  you  this  favour  wjth  pleasure,"  said  Abou  Hassan,  as  he  took  the  jUm 
which  she  presented  to  him  ;  "  and  as  Cummander  of  the  F.iithtu),  I  lay  my  !»• 
iiinciion*  on  you  to  sing,  a*  I  am  persuaded  that  a  peison  charming  as  you  »» 
can  say  nothing  but  what  is  most  .-igrcciblc  -ind  lively.'' 

1  he  dam^«l  took  her  lute,  and  sang  a  song  to  the  accompaouncm  ot  this  i» 
Sirument  with  so  much  acrurac)*,  grace,  and  expresiion,  that  «fae  ktsH  Abn 
Hassan  in  an  ecstacy  from  beginning  to  end.  He  thought  it  so  chAnani^  iku 
he  called  for  it  a  second  time,  and  was  no  less  pleased  with  it  than  bdbic 

When  she  had  finished,  Abou  Hassan,  who  was  desirous  of  praisii^  her  as  ibe 
deserved,  linit  drank  otT  the  glass  completely  at  a  draughL  Then  tuniiaf  b 
head  tuwanU  the  damsel,  in  order  to  speak  to  her,  he  was  prevented  br  *e 
sudden  ciTect  which  the  powder  had  taken,  and  could  only  opes  his  BUiMb 
without  uttering  a  single  word  distinctly.  His  eyes  were  presently  doawl :  «mI 
letting  his  head  fall  quite  upon  the  ubie,  like  a  man  thoroughly  orercamswib 
sleep,  he  continued  in  it  as  jM^rfectly  as  he  had  done  the  day  before  insn  afaoot 
the  same  time,  when  the  caliph  had  made  him  take  a  Uttle  dose;  and  at  Ak 
moment,  one  of  the  damsels  near  him  was  ready  to  catch  tlie  glass  when  be  kt 
it  fall  frum  his  hand.  The  caliph,  who  had  derived  a  satisucttoa  from  dw 
amusement  beyond  his  expectation,  and  who  saw  all  that  passed  apoB  iktt  oc- 
casion, as  well  as  whatever  Abou  Hassan  tud  done  before,  came  out  M  his ck^i, 
and  appeared  in  the  saloon,  quite  delighted  at  having  succeeded  so  wcU  in  fan 
design.  He  tirst  ordered  that  the  caliph's  habit,  m  which  he  had  been  drascd  ai 
tlie  niurnirig,  should  be  taken  from  A1k>u  H  jssan.  and  tliat  he  should  be  clndMrf 
again  with  (hat  which  he  had  worn  twenty  hours  before,  at  the  lime  the  stawwfaw 
accompanied  him  had  brought  him  to  the  {uUca  Heordered  the  same «!•*•  M 
be  railed,  and  upon  his  appearing,  "  Take  charge  again  of  this  mao,*  caid  hm, 
"and  carr\-  him  back  to  his  own  bed,  and  make  no  noise;  and  in  caamagwy, 
be  careful  to  lea\"e  the  door  open." 

The  slave  took  Abou  Hassan,  carried  him  off  by  the  secret  door  of  the  fslacic, 
placed  him  in  his  D«-n  house,  as  the  caliph  had  ordered  him,  and  nttumed  wiifa 
haste  to  give  an  account  of  what  he  had  done.  "  .\bou  Hasvan."  uM  the  caliph. 
then,  "mshed  to  be  in  m^  place  for  one  day  only,  that  he  might  punLih  the  lOMBl 
of  the  mosque  in  his  neighbourhood,  .ind  the  ifour  *chctkhs  or  old  RWBt  wboK 
conduct  had  displeased  him ;  I  have  procured  him  the  means  of  doing  wkat  he 
wished,  and  on  this  point  he  ought  to  be  satisfied" 

Abou  H-issan,  being  replaced  on  his  sofa  by  the  *lave,  slept  till  \-ery  Uie  thr 
^next  day;  nur  did  he  awake  before  the  powder,  which  w.-is  put  into  the  lastfiaia 
»hc  drank,  had  taken  all  its  effect ;   then,  on  opening  his  ej<s,  he  was  wry 
I  surprised   to  find   himself  at   his  own  house.    "Cluster  of   Pearhl"  uM 
**  Mominc  Star!  Break  of  Day!  Coral  Lip*'  Moonshine!"  caUing  the  _____ 
of  the  pal.ire,  who  had  been  sitting  with  him,  each  by  thar  name,  as  bccoaJd 
recollect  them,  **  where  arc  you  ?     Come  near  mc  t " 

Abou  Hassan  called  as  loud  as  he  could.  His  mother,  who  beard  him  from 
her  apartment,  ran  to  him  at  the  noise  he  made.  "  What's  the  matter  wMb  ym, 
my  son  ?  "  she  asked  :  '*  what  has  befallen  you  ?  "     At  these  wofds  Aboa  HaaOB 

raised  his  head,  and  looking  at  his  mother  with  an  air  of  h ^-'''<^f■alld  As* 

dain,  "Good  wom-on,"  .isked  he  in  his  rum,  "who  is  thcpcr^  yovrtoa?* 

"  It  is  yourseK,"  replied  the  mother  with  much  tenderness ;     .:..  ^  .....  >oa  my  soa, 
Abou  Hassan?    It  would  be  the  most  extraordinary  thing  in  the  world  U,  in  w 
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L«liinr,]riMihouIdluvttCBrKof  i^  thift.*  **\  your  Mm,  necnbla  old  woman!" 
i  Abott  Hauu )  **  you  know  not  what  vou  an  njriog ;  yon  are  a  liar.  1 
the  Abott  Haaaan  jmi  apeak  of,  t  am  ta«  Commanaer  of  the  Faiih/uL" 
idmt,  my  *on,*  rejoined  the  mother :  "  ww  do  not  comider  what  vuu  lay ; 
M  bear  yrai  talk  one  would  uke  yuu  fax  a  inadroiLn.*  **  Yau  axe  yuunclT  a  mad 
otd  waann."  rrplicd  Abou  llauan :  "  1  am  not  out  of  mjr  scovn  lU  \x»x  mjy  »up 
pOK :  1  ull  vuu  afain  I  am  Comm&nder  of  ibe  Faitblul.  and  vxi^r  upon  cainh  of 
Ite  Lord  of  oath  wurlda."  "  Ab.  my  son :  "cried  the  m<ith«rr.  **  ii  it  pouiblo  that 
aow  hcariafi  you  utter  word*  which  clearly  |irove  ''  t  not  in  your 

aM?     Wnat  crti  gcoiu*  poucwe*  you  in  ha]ti  "><{«?    God'» 

_  br  upon  yoa,  and  nu>  Me  ikliver  you  from  the  m.Ui>.c  ut  2iaun !  you  arc 
a.  Abou  Hassan,  and  I  am  >uur  maiher.* 

er  haiir^  given  him  aD  ihe  proofs  sba  ooukl  think  of  to  cmiriBC*  Uni  of  Ua 
cnnr,  in  order  lu  brin|£  him  lo  hunself,  "  I>o  yon  aoc  aoa,"  ibn  vcu  on, "  Uiai 
tfv  ckunbcr  you  arc  now  in  \\  your  own,  and  not  the  rhnrdier  of  a  palace  at  for 
tfB  GiramaDdcr  of  the  Faitliful;  and  that  Kvinff  conituidy  wnk  mr,  jou  ban 
left  it  wncc  ■' ■■  ■^'"-  '-  '-  ■  i^f*'-"  ■■•"—  *ii  »  have  been  laj-inf;  to  you, 
do  not  take  n  twr  Con  be,  as  you  Mp- 

once  more,  !;.■  -  -.._;;_  ^ >." 

Afaov  Haaaan  heard.  .  tbMO  liniQiiWMKm  of  hi«  mother,  and 

«kllhii«yc«  tA\\  <liiwi>  \\t:iA  upoa  Ucluukd,  lOcKaman  who  was 

mcoSiciinc  b'  I.etruthof  what  he  uw  and  heard: 

"I  Mian  Ji  i^r^a  icv  mocTwsik after. a»  if  he  bad 

hvm  awakened  frum  a  dcno  >kcp,  but  wttlwut  akering  kb  posture.  "  It  Mcma," 
wiA  hc^ "  that  1  am  Abou  Vlaaun,  that  you  an  my  mother,  and  that  1  am  b  ny 
•m  dttwibcr.  On4:e  mure,"  .ul'lrd  he,  thfawiu  bit  eyca  aroend.  and  upon 
«««nrifain(  that  came  in  hi*  mew,  "  1  am  Aboa  Haaaan :  t  cannot  doubt  it,  nor 
€■»■  conceive  how  I  could  l<tkc  thi>  fancy  into  my  bcaU.** 
Ilia  mother  thoit|[Ht  in  goud  r^amot  that  her  wa  wa>  cured  of  the  natailjr 
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which  disturbed  his  mind,  snd  which  she  attributed  to  a  dream.     She  was  |> 
paring  to  lau^b  with  him,  and  qitestionod  him  about  his  drcani.  when  on  2  s 
den  he  bill  up,  and  loukinj;  at  ner  crossly,  "  OKI  witch,  old  sorceress,"  said  M^ 
**thuii  knowesi  not  whiit  thou  art  saying.    1  am  not  thy  son,  nur  art  thou    .^ 
mother.     Thou  deceivt'st  thyself,  and  thou  wishest  to  impose  upon  me.     I    .^ 
thee,  1  am  Commander  of  x'he  Faithful,  and  ihou  shalt  not  mkkc  me  beF^:^ 
otherwise."    "  Kor  Heaven's  soke,  my  son,  put  your  trust  in  God,  artd  ret-—. 
from  holding  this  sort  of  language,  lest  some  mischief  Itcfall  you :  let  us 
rather  of  somclhin};  else;  allow  mc  to  tell  you  wliat  happened  yesterday  1^^^, 
Imam  of  our  uiu^que,  imd  to  the  four  scbcildis  of  our  ncidibourbood.  The  o<*^^ 
of  the  police  caused  ihcm  to  be  apprehended ;  and  afterliavin^  ^ven  them      .^ 
in  turn,  and  in  his  presence,  I  know  not  bow  many  strokes  on  the  feet,  be  "— T|T 
it  to  be  proclaimed  by  the  crier  that  this  was  ihr  jHinishinent  of  tho»c=     ^ 
meddled  u-ith  aifairs  1h.1t  did  not  concern  them,  and  who  made  it  their  bu&vmi' 
to  sow  divisions  amon^'  neighbouring  families.     Then  he  caused  them  to  bej^ 
throughout  all  parts  of  the  io-mx,  with  the  same  declaration,  and  forbade  1^ 
ever  to  set  foot  again  in  our  neighbourhood." 

Abou  Hassan's  mother,  who  cuuld  not  imagine  her  son  had  any  coiKcni  in  ilie 
adventure  she  was  relating,  had  purposely  turned  the  conversatioD^aiKl  n^pfemi 
that  the  narrative  of  tliis  af&ir  would  be  a  hkcly  mode  of  doing  iiny  Ik 
whimsical  impression  under  which  she  saw  him,  of  bbng  the  CommoDder  of  tbe 
Faithful. 

But  it  turned  out  quite  otherwise,  and  the  recital  of  this  story.  6v  frw 
effacing  the  notion  which  he  now  entertained,  that  lie  was  the  Commatidffo' 
the  Faithful,  served  only  to  recall  it  to  his  mind,  and  to  impress  sliU  mot 
deeply  on  his  imagination  that  it  was  not  deception,  but  a  real  fart.  Soi^ 
from  the  moment  Abou  Hassan  heard  this  story,  "  I  am  no  longer  your  vm,  ta 
Abou  Hassan."  resumed  be,  "I  am  assuredly  the  Commander  of  the  FaithW. 
and  it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  have  any  further  doubt,  after  what  you  youncK 
have  just  torn  roe.  Know,  then,  that  it  was  by  my  orders  that  the  Imara  indtbe 
four  schetkhs  were  punishe<I  in  the  manner  you  havr  told  me.  I  ani,  then,  I  *^ 
you  in  good  truth,  Commander  of  the  Faithful ;  say  therefore  no  longer  thai  it  ■* 
a  dream — I  am  not  now  asleep,  nor  was  1  at  the  time  J  am  telling  you  oC  Via 
afford  me  great  satisfaction  by  confirming  what  the  officer  of  the  police; to«|i^ 
I  gave  the  orders,  had  already  reported  to  me  ;  that  is  to  say,  that  my  comnttt* 
were  punctually  executed;  and  I  am  the  more  pleased  because  this  ItnamaP^ 
these  four  schcikhs  were  consummate  h>'pocritcs.  I  should  be  glad  to  Imow  »^ 
could  bring  me  here.  God  be  praised  for  everything.  Tlic  trulJi  is  tlklSitiMM 
am  most  assuredly  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  and  all  your  naaofllBg  «• 
never  pcrsinde  me  to  the  contrar)'." 

His  mother,  who  could  not  guess  nor  even  imagine  why  her  son  naidtaiM' 
with  so  much  obstinacy  and  so  much  confidence  that  he  was  Comnundcrofv' 
Faithful,  no  longer  doubted  his  having  lost  his  understanding  wbcn  she  btf*" 
him  say  things  which,  in  her  mind,  were  so  entirely  beyond  all  beUe£,  Owwy 
that  of  Abou  Hassan  they  had  good  foundation.  Under  this  pcrwuMCt  W 
son,"  said  she,  "  1  pray  God  to  pity  and  have  mercy  upon  you.  Ce*»C,lir*J|' 
from  talking  a  language  so  utterly  devoid  of  common  sense  Look  «pw^ 
and  entreat  Him  to  panlon  you  and  give  vou  grace  to  converse  like  a  mm  i*** 
senses.  W'hat  would  be  said  of  you  if  you  should  be  beard  calUaf  w  <** 
manner?     Do  you  not  know  that  wills  h.We  ears?" 

These  remonstrances,  far  from  softening  Abou  Hnsun's  spirit,  semdolf  * 
irritate  him  still  more.  He  inveighed  against  his  mother  with  great  viefa^' 
"Old  woman,"  said  he,  **I  have  already  cautioned  thee  to  be  qtuec  tf^ 
continuest  to  talk  any  longer,  I  will  rise  and  treat  thee  in  a  maiancr  diM  •* 
remember  all  the  rest  of  thy  life.      I  am  the  oUiphf  the  ComnuaJp  of  ■* 
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FaitUuI,  and  tbou  an  bound  to  believe  me  wbea  I  tell  thee  la*  Tbe  good  bdy 
Ifaen  iccin^  th.li  Abou  Hakun  m»  HNndcriiiK  Mill  further  mnd  further  from  hn 
TK  iJ  of  rctuminj;  to  the  iubicci,  K^re  way  to  tears  and  lomeota- 

buo  > .      '  —  I  Uce  and  boMiRi.  >he  uttered  cxdaroaUoai.  which  tC3tit»ed  ber 

tADuX  deep  sorrow  at  seemi:  ber  >an  utider  tucb  a  dreadful  privation 

Ml,  instead  of  '  ■  '•tied,  and  wffcring  himself  to  be  affected 

by  his  mother'*  tcar«,  on  ili<-  Mr;;ot  hiniuU  ta  Lir  as  to  Uue  All  sort  of 

natttiat  icipci:t  fur  ber.     He  rij:>c  !.uiiacn]y,  and  nolcnity  seujtif;  a  itick.be  ouao 
U)«Wfli  her  with  hu  uplifcd  hand  like  a  nudmon.      "  Cursed  old  wunun,"  uhl 
be  ia  fctk  fun,  and  «tith  a  bmc  vi  tmcc  nflicicnt  to  terrify  any  other  than 
an  aAvcttotuic  lU'ithcr.  "tcU  tne  thia  moment  who  i  ftm."    **  My  von,"  annrcrcd 
hi'  —•':-'  looLini;  nioit  kindly  at  him, and  Ur  from  bein^  afraid,"!  do  not 
b-  -o  U\t  ab.indoTK>d  by  Cod  as  not  to  knov  Ihe  penon  who  brought 

)\».  ......  ;.H.  wutM  as  well  as  who  y-^-'^'-tf  ire.      I  am  boncM  In  tcUmf  >-ou  that 

yon  aic  mjr  ion  Abou  Hasun.  .-i;.  >  are  utterly  uranf  In  uutiag  iqm 

wantlfauilewbkh  bdonesonh  u. ^b  Haroun  ATf.L^linl.  vour»overeif» 

Ignl  and  mioc,  at  a  time  when  tnik  monarch  baa  be«n  :  benetitt  upon 

hMli  yoa  and  mc  by  tbe  present  he  sent  me  yesterday.  m  arc  to  know 

that  the  nand  i-uicr  Cuifar  look  the  troable  yesterday  to  nnd  me  out,  and  tntttlss 
into  my  oanUs  a  punc  of  a  thousand  pieces  of  ^uld,  bade  mc  pmv  to  Cod  for 
tbe  Commander  of  tbe  Fojtfaful.  wbo  nude  iCU  preMiit ;  and  ii*tt%  not  thi^ 
liberality  conf.rrn  )oti  more  th.in  mr.  who  have  but  few  day*  lo  hve?" 

'v  ,1...     '!        -I  loK  ail  coinnuind  o^-er  himself.     The 

^  hich  his  mother  had  jusi  related,  askurrd 
hun  he  liiii  '    -mLl  pcnuoded  him  more  hnnly  than  ever  that 

h*  was  the  iiier  corned  Uie  purtc  only  by  his  umm  order. 

'  *''' ".  oU  lore  ere  ti :  •  iico  nc,  "wilt  thou  not  be  convmced  when  1  tell  thco 
tm  the  penon  who  icnt  thnc  tboosand  pioon  of  gold  by  my  anind  visier 
•>i*>^,whod(d  no  marc  thnn  execute  the  order  which  1  gave  htm  aa  Commander 
of  the  Faithful  ?  NevcrthcksK,  instead  of  believing  me,  thou  art  fteclcing  to  malifr 
ma  loeo  mv  senses  by  thy  contradictions,  maintamigg  with  to  much  ofaatfaunr 
that  I  am  thy  soa  but  1  wtU  not  sutTcr  thy  wichadneM  to  be  tooff  unponbhad. 
Upoci  diis,  in  the  hct;;lit  of  ht«  frciuy.  he  waa  to  vT"*^nml  ai  to  oeat  ber  mrt 
itamcrcifuUy  with  the  *u<  k  be  held  in  his  band. 

His  poor  motbei,  whu  liod  not  supooeed  h«r  ton  wouU  so  quickly  put  his 
dwBUa  into  execution,  hndmg  henelt  beaten,  began  to  ay  oat  for  help  as  loud 
a*  ihe  cxmid ;  and  till  the  oelghbours  were  nmu  mhWrt,  Aboo  Hassan  never 
eaitil  •trikiw  her.  calling  out  at  evarf  finket  "Am  I  tb«  Commander  of  the 
FailUU  ?  '    To  which  the  mother  alwsy*  oflecoonatdy  returned, "  You  are  my 

Abou  Hassan's  rage  began  to  abate  a  litUc  when  the  neighbours  came  into  Mft 
l**ir*"'  Tbe  first  mat  appeared  threw  himself  ImflMdiaMy  befeen  hii  aiodMr  | 
■■d  Mat. and  after  havm^  snaitbcd  tbe  stick  from  Ui  uad.  "What  are  m  ^ 
detag.  Aboo  H«»«nf '  mul  he  :  **  have  you  lost  the  fear  of  r.<>d  and  yoor  andefw  ^ 
■mining  t  Never  did  a  son  of  jrour  coodhion  in  life  dare  t>:i  l:ti  Uts  hand  mmSaat 
Ids  mocher.  And  are  you  iwt  ashamed  thus  to  Ul  treat  your  mocber,  wno  •S'  | 
UDderly  kivcs  you  ? " 

Abou  HaHan,  still  quite  outrageous,  looked  at  the  person  who  mmIw  withoeC 
nitag  aay  aaiwcr.  Then  castug  bis  wild  eyes  on  each  of  thoae  wbo  also  caa» 
ni|  he  demanded,  **  Who  is  this  Abon  Uaatan  yoe  ere  speaking  el?  Is  it  Ift-j 
aie  yoe  give  this  uaami"  This  qaeiden  soncwhai  discoocened  the  aeightairk 
*-Ho«!'  replied  he  who  hsd  just  epekca,  "do  wot  you  ackiwHedge  ihtoaewewi 
for  the  perMn  that  brought  you  up.  and  wHh  wtiom  w«  hav«  ahnjs  srrn  j-oo 
^Mng  ?  w  ooe  word,  do  noc  you  ackaowledfe  her  for  your  meilHr^ '    ^  Yo3 
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ver>-  impertinent,"  replied  Abou  Hassan.  **  I  neither  know  her  nor  ywi,  and  I  do 
not  wiih  to  know  bcr.  I  am  not  Abou  Hassan,  I  .im  the  Commander  oC  die 
Faithful  ;  and  if  you  are  ignorant  of  it,  1  will  make  you  know  it  lo  your  cost* 

At  thii  speech  Oie  neighbours  were  all  convinred  that  he  had  lost  hii  Mfises. 
And  to  prevent  his  bclt.iv  ing  in  the  same  outrageous  manner  towards  otbers  is 
he  had  dune  towards  his  mother,  they  seized  liis  person,  and,  in  spite  of  Ms 
resistance,  bound  him  hand  and  foot  and  deprived  him  of  the  power  of  doing 
any  mischief.  In  this  situation,  however,  and  apparently  unable  to  hun  anybody, 
ibey  did  not  thmk  it  rifjht  to  leave  him  alone  with  his  mother.  Two  oJ  the 
company  hastened  immcdialcly  to  the  hospiul  for  lunatics,  to  inform  the  keeper 
what  was  passing;.  He  came  directly  with  some  of  tlie  neighbours,  followed  Djr 
a  considerable  number  of  bi!»  people,  who  brought  with  them  chains,  bandc«flb( 
and  a  whip  of  thongs. 

On  their  arrival,  Abou  Hassan,  who  did  not  in  the  least  expect  sarh  faimldalile 
preparations,  nude  great  eflbria  lo  free  himself;  but  the  keeper,  who  wa»  \t^ 
pared  to  use  his  whip,  soon  brought  him  to  order  by  two  or  iiire«  straket  wcD 
applied  to  his  shoulders.  This  treatment  had  such  etfect  upon  Abou  Husaa 
that  he  was  quiet,  and  tlie  keeper  and  his  assistants  did  with  him  what  ifaey 
pleased.  They  chained  him,  and  put  liandcuffs  and  fetters  on  him,  and  whm 
they  had  done  this,  they  brought  him  out  of  his  house,  and  carried  hitn  to  tl-.e 
hospital  for  lunatics, 

Abou  Hassan  vras  no  sooner  in  the  street  than  h«  found  himself  surrouaded 
by  a  great  crowd  of  people.  One  gave  him  a  blow  with  the  list,  another  a  sL^ 
in  the  face,  and  others  reproached  him  in  the  most  abusive  language,  trcuHaf 
bim  as  a  fool  and  madman. 

While  he  was  sulTcring  all  this  bad  treatment, "  There  is  no  greatness  rad 
strength,"  3»aid  he,  "  but  in  the  most  hiyh  and  Almighty  God.  It  is  dctemrioed 
that  r  am  a  madman,  although  1  am  certainly  in  my  senses.  ]  bear  these  tajtmea 
and  sufTer  all  this  indignity,  resigned  lu  the  will  of  God." 

Abou  H.i^&an  was  conveyed  in  this  manner  to  the  hospital  appropraMd  to 
madmen.  Tliere  he  was  lodged  and  shut  up  in  an  iron  cage.  Uut  before  be 
^^-as  confined,  the  keeper,  hardened  by  repeated  and  terrible  inflictiont  of  this 
sort,  treated  his  back  .ind  shoulders  most  unmereihjlly  with  fifty  stroltes  of  fais 
whip,  and  continued  for  more  tlian  three  weeks  to  give  him  every  day  the  mne 
number,  always  repeating  these  same  words  :  "  Recover  your  senses,  and  teD  rat 
whether  j-ou  are  still  Commander  of  the  F-iithful"  **  I  have  no  n«d  of  yam 
correction  "  answered  .Abou  Hassnn :  **  I  am  no  madman ;  but  if  I  could  bccoit 
so,  nothing  would  be  so  likely  to  bring  upon  nw  such  a  misfonune  as  the  blow* 
you  gi\-e  me." 

Abou  Hassan's  mother  in  the  meantime  came  constantly  every  day  to  see  bcr 
son  :  and  she  could  not  refrain  from  tears  when  she  ob^sencd  bun  daily  Iosb{  ~S^^ 
his  flesh  and  strength,  and  heard  his  sighs  and  Limcntations  al  tbtt  ttiftrian  be  ^»^ 
endured.  In  fact,  his  shoulders,  his  back,  and  sides  were  black  and  bnmd :  ^  %• 
nor  could  he  procure  any  rest  whichever  wciy  he  turned  himscIC  His  skill  caste  -^^mm^ 
off  more  than  once  during  his  .-ibode  in  this'dre.idrul  mansion.     His  mother  was  .^^.mj 

desirous  of  convening  with  him.  in  order  in  con5.'ile  him,  :;:'-'   ■ '  — ■'— • — r-  — -•, 

make  out  whether  he  continued  uniformly  in  the  same  turn  r :  i 

of  his  pretended  dignity  of  caliph  and  Comnundcrof  tlic  1 \ -_  7 

time  she  opened  her  mouth  to  touch  upon  this  point,  he  rejected  what  she  Bftid.ft:;^^ 
with  such  rage  that  she  was  forced  to  give  him  up  and  quit  the  nbfcct,  i»eoB—  ^ 
rotable  at  seeing  him  so  obstinate  in  his  opinion. 

TTie  strong  and  lively  ideas  which  were  impressed  upon  the  mind  of  Abon  ^^*J 
Hassan,of  having  seen  himself  in  the  c.iliph's  robes.of  hanngactualtydischajnl  ■^— ^ 
the  office,  of  h.iving  exerted  his  .luthority,  of  having  been  ol^xd.  anil  tmtra  b  -^^ 
ail  respecu  as  the  cahph,  and  which  had  persuaded  him  upon  bis  awaldic  i 
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«l««p  that  he  noually  was  so,  and  had  made  him  persevere  so  long  in  his  error, 

t>cTKnJi  now  in^onsibly  lo  wear  om  of  his  mind.     "If  I  were  caliph  and  Com- 

- —  — '-roi'lhc  l"aithiul,"said  he  sometimes  to  himself,  "why  ihouJd  I  have  found 

I    after  my  sleep  ai  my  own  house,  and  dressed  again  in  my  own  clothes? 

i^tiould  not  J  h.ive  seen  myself  surrounded  by  the  chief  eunuch,  the  other 

«untich&,  and  the  vcr^'  lar>,*c  assembly  of  damsels  ?  Why  should  the  >^and  vizier 
ir,  whom  I  have  sct-n  at  my  feet,  so  many  emirs,  so  many  governor*  of 
ices,  and  so  many  other  oAicers,  by  whom  1  have  ^en  myself  surrounded, 
should  they  all  have  quitted  &e?    Tliey  would,  a  long  time  since,  without 
have  delivered  me  from  the  w^etchc•^  situation  in  which  I  am,  if  I  still 
aiiy  authority  over  them.     All  this  has  been  only  a  dream,  :ind  I  ought 
w  believe  it  so,     I  have  ordered,  it  '\±  true,  an  oihcer  of  the  police  to  pumsh  the 
Itnam  and  the  four  old  men  his  counsellors,  and  1  have  ordered  the  grand  viricr 
CUCar  to  carr^-  to  mv  moTher  a  thousand  pieces  of  gold  ;  and  my  orders  were 
obeyeiL     This  makes  mc  hcsiutc,  and  I  cannot  comprehend  It.     Ilui  how  many 
isata^  eUe  arc  there  which  1  cannot  comprehend,  and  never  shall  be  able  to 
mlerstand?   1  refer  all  to  God,  who  knows,  and  is  thoroughly  acquamtcd  with 
evoything." 
AcNM  Hassan  was  siill  occupied  with  these  Uioughts  and  sentiments  when  his 
came  in.     She  saw  him  so  emaciatcil  and  so  weak  that  she  shed  tears 
abundantly  than  she  had  ever  yet  done     In  the  midst  of  her  sobs  she 
Irosed  him  in  the  common  way,  and  Abou  Hassan  returned  her  salutation  in 
he  had  never  done  since  his  arrival  at  the  hospital.    She  thought  it  a  good 
"  Well,  my  son,''  said  she,  wiping  away  her  tears,  "  how  do  >-ou  find 
inelf  ?    In  what  state  of  mind  arc  )'ou  ?    Have  you  given  up  all  those  fancies, 
that  language  which  the  evil  spirit  suggested  to  you  ?  "     "  Mv  dear  mother,™ 
ed  Abou  Hassan,  wiih  a  settled  and  computed  mind,  and  in  a  tone  that 
the  concern  he  felt  for  the  violent  manner  in  which  he  had  behaved 
Is  her,  •■  1  acknowledge  my  error,  and  1  entreat  you  to  forgive  the  horrid 
of  which  1  have  been  guilty  towards  you,  and  of  which  I  smccrely  icpcnL 
Imikc  the  same  request  to  our  neighbours  for  the  o^cncc  which  1  have  given 
I  have  been  deceived  by  a  dream,  but  by  a  dream  so  extraordinary,  and 
■  hkc  a  reality,  that  I  wuuld  cnea^'e  that  any  other  person  t<i  whom  it  should 
ippen  would  be  not  less  affected  with  it  than  I  was,  and  would  fall  into  greater 
Ltravagances.  perhaps,  than  you  have  seen  me  commit     I  am  still  so  much 
■«li«iiitbed  while  I  am  spe-iking  lo  you,  that  I  h.ive  dittindt>*  in  persuading  myself 
*hat  what  I  have  experienced  is  a  dream,  so  much  docs  it  resemble  what  passes 
-«aiong  those  who  arc  not  asleep. 

_  "  Be  this,  however,  as  it  may.  1  must  allow  it.  and  cannot  but  continue  lo  think 
St  I  dream  or  an  illusion.  I  am  even  convince*l  that  I  am  not  lh.il  phantom  of 
-=*  caliph  and  Conmiandcr  of  the  Faithful,  but  ymir  son  Abmi  Hassan ;  that  I  am 
«fce  ton  of  you  whom  I  have  always  honourcd'till  that  fatal  day.  the  recollection 
■^crf  which  co\trs  n>e  with  confusion— j-ou,  whom  1  now  honour,  and  ever  will 
^onnur  in  a  m-inner  worthy  of  me.  as  long  as  1  live." 

At  these  words,  so  composed  and  so  sensible,  the  tears  of  grief,  of  compassion, 

^nd  djatress,  which  Abou  H.-iss.in's  mother  had  been  shedding  during  so  long  a 

^^■w,  were  changed  into  tears  of  pleasure,  of  comfort,  and  "-f  tender  affection  Tor 

Aaer  dear  son  whom  she  had  thus  rc^rovcrcd.    "  My  son."  cried  she,  in  a  transport 

^a#  JDjr,  ••  I  am  not  less  delighted  and  happy  to  hear  you  talk  so  rationally  after 

'^lut  has  passed,  than  if  1  had  just  now  brought  you  iriio  the  world  a  second  time. 

^  most  teil  you  my  opinion  of  your  ad\*cnture,  and  make  you  remark  a  circum- 

llKc  to  which,  perhaps,  you  have  paid  no  regard.     Tlic  stranger  whom  you 

lit  borne  to  supper  with  you  one  night,  u-ent  away  without  shutting  your 

door  as  you  de^rcd  liim  ;  and  that,  1  believe,  gave  an  opportunity  to 

I  itU  ipirit  to  come  in  and  throw  you  into  that  dreadful  illusion  under  which 
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you  have  laboured.     So,  my  son,  you  .ire  bound  lo  ihnnk  (..od  for  havii 
you  tht^  delivcr.incc,  and  to  enireat  llim  to  presen'c  you  from  again 
ihc  snares  of  this  demon." 

"  You  have  discovered  the  source  of  my  misfortune,"  an  ■-■--'   VS-ia 
'and  it  was  on  that  %-cr)-  night  that  I  had  tbe  dream 

•ny  head.     I  had,  however,  expressly  ciutioned  the  meii.1 

ifccr  him  ;    and  now  I  know  tliat  he  did  not  do  so.     1  am,  lii 
-.Tcrsuadcd  that  the  devil  found  the  door  open,  entered,  and  pu:  _ 
nations  into  my  heod.     At  Motisioul.  surely,  whence  ihui  merchant  came,] 
cannot  be  aw.ire  of  what  we  arc  all  well  s;»tis(lcd  iifat  H-iLiilid.  O.ni  the 
comes  lo  occasion  all  those  sad  dreams  nrhich  disturb  om 
chambers  where  \vc  sleep  are  left  open.     In  the  name  of  i . 

through  His  i^acc,  I  am  perfectly  restored  to  my  senses,  1  chUCAl  yoo  » 
eimcstly  as  it  is  possible  for  a  son  to  entreat  so  good  a  mother  as  yoa  axe,  to  rn 
mc  as  soon  as  may  be  out  of  this  place  of  torment,  and  dcUver'me  fnm  ue 
hands  of  the  executioner,  who  will  infallibly  shorten  my  days  if  I  mtiaia  km 
any  longer." 

Abou  Hassan's  mother,  perfectly  cotnfOTted  aiKl  much  afTcctcd  at  s««im  bc 
son  entirely  rccovereil  from  the  m.id  fancy  of  being  caliph,  went  imnseduray  to 
find  the  keeper  who  had  brought  him,  and  who  had  (ill  then  ilie  tnaiusanaS  flf 
him;  and  when  she  had  a?^ured  him  that  he  was  pcifcctly  restored  U  ha 
reason,  be  came,  examined  him,  and  while  she  was  present,  rclctsed  him. 

Abou  Hasiian  returned  to  his  house,  and  remained  there  many  davt,mofte' 
ti>  receiver  his  liealth  by  better  load  tlian  he  had  met  with  in  the  norpinl  fcr 
madmen.  Itut  as  soon  as  he  had  a  little  rcg.iincd  his  strcn<;iW  "nl  i  Vimir 
felt  the  bad  effects  of  the  hard  usage  he  bad  expencnccd  during  rm^i. 

he  began  to  think  ii  tiresome  to  pass  his  evenings  witliout  coi  :^  :i  :  \m  ifeM 
reason  he  soon  relumed  to  his  usual  way  of  Ufe  ;  that  is  to  say,  be  bflgm  igm 
to  provide  sufficiently  every  day  lo  entertain  a  new  guest  ai  nighl- 

The  day  on  which  he  rene^»■ed  his  custom  of  going,  towards  sunset,  to  the  foot 
of  the  bridge  at  Bagdad,  in  order  to  slop  the  first  stranger  ihnt  should  ofier,  isd 
invite  hini  to  do  luin  the  honour  of  coming  to  sup  at  liib  '  the  |ir«  of 

the  month,  and  (he  same  day.  .is  has  been  already  mcni:  '    ihc 

amused  himself  *\ith  passing  through  one  of  the  gates  by  uli. 
city,  in  disguise,  that  he  might  himself  see  whether  anything  x\ 
to  the  esciMishcd  police,  in  the  some  way  he  had  tixcd  and  uctcnnuiod' 
the  beginning  of  his  reign. 

It  was  nut  a  long  time  after  Abou  Hassan  was  come,  and  bad  talun  himt 
on  a  bench  made  against  the  parapet,  that  in  cisting  his  e>'es  toward!  l!be< 
end  of  the  bridge,  he  saw  4he   caJiph    coming    towards   him   disguaed  M  • 
merchant  of  Moussoul,  as  at  first,  and  attended  by  ilie  same  slave.     Pwadal 
tliat  all  the  misery  he  had  suffered  arose  only  from  the  circumsUnee  that 
caliph,  whom  he  thought  to  be  only  a  merchant  IVom  Moussoul,  had  kft 
door  open  when  he  went  out  of  his  chamber,  he  trembled  at  th«  sight  of 
"  God  pre^Tve  me  t "'  said  he  to  himself,  *-  this,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  b  cha 
sorcerer  who  hid  his  spell  upon  me."     1-Ie  immediately  turned  his  bead 
looked  towards  (he  stream  of  the  riwr,  leaning  over  the  parapet,  that  be 
not  see  him  as  he  passed  by. 

The  raliph,  who  wished  to  cam'  on  still  further  the  amusement  be  bad 
from  Abou  Hassan,  had  taken  great  care  to  be  mformed  of  all  that  he  bud 
and  done  the  d.iy  after  he  awoke  .ind  was  carried  back  to  lr 
everything  that  had  happened  to  him.     He  felt  frc»h  pleasurv  .r 
was  told  him.  and  c\-en  at  the  ill  treatment  which  he  iH  I  ' 
madmen.  But  as  this  monarch  was  very  just  and  gci'  .nei 

in  Abou  Hassan  a  turn  of  mind  likely  to  afford  him  stui  lurmtr  jmuscui^ait,  a»i 
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a«  he  also  tloubtnl  wtKther,  aAcr  havinf;  gi^xn  up  his  assumed  dtffnity  of 
the  roltph,  be  would  trtiim  to  his  ufual  tvuy  ai  tifc,  he  thuu^ht  til,  with  the 
defigB  of  bnniring  him  Jg^in  nr  -  '  - -r^m,  to  duguue  himself,  on  the  I'trw 
itkf  of  tbe  month,  tike  «  raenrhATiL  ittl,U  be  ud  done  bctuic,  thcltrttcr 

toeflrr*  V"  r -  v.iri'   h'in.     !■-    ,.<.- .  .-cd  Abou  Hasun.  ^tlniatt  A3  huoa  as 

1h>  wa.1  -md  (ram  hia  lumiiig  round,  he  fuuiid  unmcdialchr 

hov  di.. ih    him,  iind  that  be  meant  to   a\oid  lum.     Tbtt 

induced  him  to  wnik  on  that  tide  af  the  hndne  where  Abou  HaiMn  wu  tad  M 
mar  to  bLm  a«  nowhie.  When  ho  came  up  lu  hJm,  he  ttooped  down  mkI  looked 
ia  his  Uet.  "  It  is  you,  then,  brother  Abou  HaMan,"  aaia  he.  "  I  salute  you  i 
•oflcr  me,  I  boeech  you,  to  embrace  you." 

**  I,  for  my  part."  answered  Abou  Hasum,  bluntly,  witboot  kwlcm^;  at  llie  [v»< 
tended  merchnni  of  MuusmuI,  **  I  em  not  detimus  of  laJututg  yi>u ;    I  wane 


wMm  your  mIui  .  our  embrw^* ;  go  on  yow  way."  "  Whai,"  retuiwd 

dw  cahph, "  do  n  t  me  ^    Urt  not  yon  recoOect  the  evenlnK  we  peaacd 

r,  a  mooth  .i^'.i  nut  iLiy,  at  vour  boiue,  whore  you  did  me  the  hocMMtr  to 
ifai  me  M  h<»pitjibly  ? '  '  **  N'o."  replied  Abou  Hassan,  m  the  same  tone  e£ 
ytk»  u  beforu :  "  I  know  ynu  not,  nor  can  I  picM  what  you  aru  tmUcins  of ;  go, 
(  rvpeet*  ea  about  your  Ini^mesv" 

Tlie  ouipk  did  not  rr«mt  Abou  Hamn*«  '■-<■•>•  '-^^vw.  He  knew  that  oae 
eClWfVlci  Abou  H:iMjn  had  bid  down  fot  -tt,  to  luiw  no  further  ar- 

yittmco  with  a  (wpMin  whom  be  bad  on^^  u:ned ;  Abou  Hoauii  had 

nU  Uan  eo,  but  he  rhovr  to  praond  IgiiorBoce  of  it.  "1  cannot  tuppoae  b« 
y«D  HBt  raoollect  me ;  11  it  not  ■  pvu  while  tlnce  we  taw  each  other,  and  tt  la 
aCBicdy  possible  thai  von  (hould  have  lo  catUy  forpitten  me.  Surdy  lome 
intrfaitiimj  mu^t  hnvr  hcfaOen  ym  that  ciqwea  in  you  thts  diUikr  to  me.  Yon 
tMBi  remcn  Srtnt,  that  I  ibowed  ray  fratttude  by  my  p">d  «rahc*t 

aadtbal  Ufv  '  ^  whtrh  ytm  hdd  oc«r  your  been,  I  made  an  oflifcrefeey 

■tvricct,  which  .ue  ()  ^'htevl*  *1  know  not."  repiid  Abou  HaMun, 

"what  may  b«  your  it>'  r  ftnt  I  detifous  of  puttinc  ^  <*  ^  preof ;  thte 

I  know,  that  your  wi%hri  hail  only  the  cAcci  id  dnvtnif  me  imd.  For  God's 
sake,  I  say  fiore  a^in,  eo  your  way,  aod  plafue  me  no  more." 

"  Ah,  brotber  Abou  Hauan."  rcpAied  the  caliph,  embracing;  Mm,  **  1  do  nei 
naaa  to  pan  tnm  you  in  ihks  tnaimer.    Shwe  1  haw  been  to  totmiaie  at  to 
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iiwct  with  yoti  a  second  lime,  you  must  show  me  again  ihe  same  hospitality  you 
did  a  month  .ij;o,  and  I  must  n.ivc  the  honour  of  dnnking  unth  yuu  again.*  For 
tliat  very  reason  Abou  Haswn  protested  he  would  be  upon  his  t^uard.  "  I  hase 
sufticien't  power  over  myself,"  added  he.  "to  prevent  my  being  found  again  wiili 
a  man  who  carrier  mischict  abojt  him  as  you  do.  You  know  the  proverb  which 
sayi, 'Take  up  your  drum  and  march  ;'  apply  it  to  yourscU'.  Why  should  t 
repeat  what  1  have  30  many  times  said  ?  May  God  direct  you  \  vou  have  done 
mc  much  harm,  and  I  would  not  wiiUngly  cxpti^^e  myself  to  more. 

"  My  good  friend  Abou  Hiu^n,"  returned  the  caliph,  embracing  him  oooe 
more,  '^  you  treat  me  with  a  hjrshncss  I  did  not  expect  I  Itescech  you  not  to 
hold  so  unpleasant  a  language  with  me,  but  be  on  the  contrary  persuaded  of  nty 
friendship.  Do  me  the  uvour  then  to  relate  to  me  what  has  befallen  you,  to  me 
who  have  never  wished  you  but  well,  who  itiil  wish  you  wcl).  and  who  would  be 
glad  of  an  opportunity  to  do  yoti  any  service  in  order  to  make  amends  for  *ny 
misfortune  you  may  have  suffered  through  me,  if  indeed  it  has  been  by  my  fault "* 
Abou  Hassan  gave  way  to  the  entreaty  of  tlie  cittiph  ;  and,  after  hanng  nude 
him  take  a  seat  near  him,  "  Your  earncitnes*  and  your  want  of  belief  Ui  inc." said 
he, "  have  been  beyond  my  patience  ;  what  I  sh.ill  tell  you  wiU  let  >-uu  know 
whether  or  no  I  complain  of  jtm  withnut  reason." 

The  caliph  sealed  htm&elf  c)n^  to  Abou  Hassan,  who  gave  him  an  account  of 
all  the  adventures  in  which  he  had  been  engaged,  from  the  time  uf  his  nakiiic 
at  the  palace  10  that  of  his  second  waking  ni  his  own  chamber;  and  he  tdla 
everything  as  if  it  were  really  a  dream,  not  omitting  .a  multitude  of  ctrcumstancm 
which  the  caliph  knew  as  well  as  he  did  himself,  and  which  gave  him  fre«h 

{ilea»ure.  He  then  dwelt  with  exaggeration  on  the  iinprcsiion  which  this  dneam 
lad  left  upon  \\\%  mind  of  his  being  caliph  and  Commander  of  the  FailhM. 
"  An  impri'sston,'*  added  he,  *'  which  led  me  into  the  wildest  extravagances,  so 
much  so  that  my  neighbours  were  obliged  to  bind  me  like  a  madman  and  haw 
me  convc>  cd  to  the  hospital  for  lunatics,  where  1  was  treated  m  a  manner  whkh 
mu^t  bo  called  cnicl,  barbarouii,  and  inhuman;  but  what  will  surprise  you,  and 
what  without  doubt  you  do  not  expect  to  be  told,  is,  that  whatever  baa  befaltai 
me  has  been  through  your  fault.  Vou  must  rcnieinber  the  earnest  reqtiest  1 
made  you  to  shut  the  door  of  my  chamber  when  you  left  n>e  after  supper.  Tins 
you  did  not  comply  with ;  on  the  contrary,  you  left  the  door  open,  and  the  devit 
entered  and  hlled  my  head  with  thib  dream,  whicli,  agreeable  as  it  then  appened 
to  mc,  has,  nevertheless,  occasioned  all  the  evds  of  which  1  have  so  mocb 
reason  to  complain.  You,  then,  are  the  cause  of  all  by  your  negligence,  viik& 
makes  you  rci>ponsiblc  for  the  crime,  the  dreadful  and  horrid  cnme,  which  I 
have  committed,  not  only  t»f  lifting  my  hand  against  my  mmhrr.  l..it  of 

very  nc-tr  destroying  her  and  committing  a  parricide:  and  :'  ar 

which  makes  mc  blush  for  shante  whenever  i  think  of  it:  bC'  .allexl 

her  son,  as  in  truth  1  am,  and  would  not  .icknowledge  n>e  for  i.onunand>cr  of  ihc 
Faithful,  as  1  believed  myself  to  be,  and  which  I  .-ictu.illy  mainuined  that  I  ws&. 
You  too  are  the  cause  <»f  that  oRcncc  1  gave  my  neighbours,  when,  runxuw  K» 
our  house  at  the  cries  of  my  poor  mother,  they  found  mc  so  cxaspemted  wamg 
her  as  to  attempt  to  lay  her  at  my  feet,  which  would  not  have  haopetMd  tf  ja« 
had  been  careful  lu  shut  my  chamber  door  when  you  left  me.  as  1  had  cntnated 
you.    They  could  not  have  come  into  my  house  witli<<  -  .Lon;  oad 

what  disturbs  me  most,  they  would  not  have  been  wiinr  aj^ancc*. 

1  should  not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  strike  them  ^f,  and 

they  would  not  have  ill  treated  me,  and  bound  me  h.~ir>  '  I  m^t 

be  conveyed  to  the  lunatics'  ho-«pital  and  shut  up  there,  \.  ..^.<..  .  .  .»>  .4»«ure  yxiu, 
evcpi'  day  dunng  in\  imprisonment  in  lliat  infernal  i^ce  tlicry  never  Called  beat- 
ing mc  most  severely  with  a  thong." 
Abou  Has&an  related  to  the  caliph  these  causes  of  cotnplaim  wob  much 


hiniself  at  having  succeeded  so  well  in  ha 
trivtrd  lo  bring  Tiim  into  that  state  of  illusion  in  which  he  still  saw  hira ;  but  he 
eould  not  hear  this  narrati\-e  detailed  in  so  artless  a  manner  without  bursting 
into  a  fit  of  laughter. 

Abou  Hassan,  who  thought  his  story  would  excite  compassion,  and  that  all 
cbe  world  must  think  so  too.  was  highly  offended  at  this  violent  bugh  of  the 
pretended  merchant  of  Moussoul.  "Arc  you  bantering  me,*  said  he,  "with 
thus  laughing  in  my  face^  or  do  you  think  1  am  bantering  yxtn  at  the  time  I  ant 
taUcint;  to  you  very  seriously  ?  Do  you  wish  for  actual  proof  of  what  1  advance  ? 
Here,  lcx>k  and  see  yourself,  and  tell  me  if  1  am  bantenng."  As  he  said  this  he 
bent  himself  forwards,  and  stripping  bare  his  breast  and  shoulders,  he  let  the 
cmli{>h  sec  the  scars  and  bruises  occasioned  by  the  strokes  of  the  thong  he  had 
received- 

The  caliph  wu  shocked  at  the  si^ht.  He  felt  compassion  for  poor  Abou 
Hantui,  and  mus  extremely  sorr)'  the  jest  had  been  earned  so  far.  He  ceased 
lao^liiiig,  and  cordially  embracing  Abou  Hassan,  "  Rise,  my  dear  brother,  1 
beseech  you,"  said  he,  witli  a  very  serious  air;  "come,  let  us  go  to  your  house 
1  wish  to  have  again  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  myself  with  you  this  evening;  to- 
morrow, if  it  please  God,  all  will  turn  out  in  the  best  way  possible" 

AlxHi  fia&san,  notwithstanding  his  resolution,  and  in  opposition  to  tlie  o.ith  he 
bad  taken  not  to  entertain  a  stranger  a  second  time  at  his  house,  could  not  with- 
stand the  flattering  instances  of  the  caliph,  whom  he  all  along  supposed  to  be  a 
merchant  from  Moussoul.  "  Well,  1  consent,"  said  he  to  the  pretenaed  merchant, 
**  bat  it  is  upon  a  condition  which  you  shall  engage  by  an  oaih  lo  obser\'e.  It  is 
this:  that  you  do  me  the  favour  to  shut  my  chamber  door  when  you  leave  my 
hooac,  ihat  the  devil  may  not  come  to  turn  ray  brain  as  he  did  before."  The 
pretended  merchant  gave  his  word.  They  both  of  them  rose  and  walked  towards. 
the  town.  The  caUph,  the  better  to  engage  Abou  Hassan,  said  to  him,  "  Put 
CDofidencc  in  me,  and  I  promise  you  as  a  man  of  honour  that  1  will  not  fail  ot 
ttsy  word.  After  this  you  %%-ill  not  hesiutc  relying  upon  a  person  like  me,  who 
wuhes  jrou  all  sorts  of  prospeniy  and  happiness;  and  of  this  you  shall  soon 
experience  the  effects." 

"  1  do  not  reauire  this,"  rejoined  Abou  Hassan,  suddenly  stopping  short.  "  I 
giyee  way  with  ml  my  heart  to  your  importunity,  but  I  dispense  with  your  wishes, 
•ad  1  beg  for  God's  sake  that  you  will  not  enteruin  any  for  me.  All  the  ills 
that  ha%'e  befallen  me  to  the  present  time  have  no  other  source,  when  the  door 
*sks  left  oj>en,  but  those  wishes  of  yours."  "  Well,"*  replied  the  caliph,  smiling 
"^•iUlin  himself  at  the  still  disordered  imagination  of  Abou  Hassan,  *' since  you 
*til  hnvc  U  so,  you  shall  be  obliged.    I  promise  to  offer  no  more  good  wishes  for 

eu,"     "  You  give  me  pleasure  to  hear  you  say  so,"  said  Abou  Hassan,  "  and  I 
ve  nothing  else  to  ask;  and  if  you  keep  your  word,  I  will  acquit  you  of  evoy- 
*hinff  else/' 

AboD  Hassan  and  the  caliph,  followed  by  his  slave,  conversing  in  this  manner, 
iilsensibly  drew  near  ihc  appointed  place.  The  day  began  to  close  when  ihcy 
Keachetl  Abou  Hassan's  house.  He  immedi.iteK'  called  his  mother,  and  ordered 
*  light  lo  be  brought.  He  requested  the  caliph  to  take  a  place  on  the  sofa,  and 
fce  teated  himself  near  him.  In  a  short  time  supper  was  served  on  a  table  lliat 
*»»  placed  before  them.  They  ate  without  ceremony.  UTien  they  had  Anished, 
Aboa  Hassan's  mother  came  to  clear  die  table,  placed  the  fruit  upon  it  with  the 
T«iiic  and  glasics  near  her  son ;  she  then  retired  and  appeared  no  more. 

','"      Missan  began  to  help  himself  lo  wine  first,  and  then  helped  the  caliph. 
1.  six  or  seven  glasses  each,  talking  of  indifferent  matters.     \\'hen  the 
-.,,...  ,...i  Abou  Hassan  beginning  to  ctow  w.arra,  he  led  hira  to  the  lubject  of 
ta  amours,  and  he  asked  him  if  he  had  e^-c^  been  in  love. 
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"  Brotber,"  replied  Aboa  Hassan,  in  a  \^ry  familiar  manner,  thinldnf  be  vat 
talking  with  his  guest  .i-s  one  of  his  ovm  innk, "  I  have  never  ron&idercd  cairn 
love  or  marriage  but  as  a  slavery,  to  which  I  have  always  had  a  relanaiicr  la 
submit ;  and  to  this  moment,  1  will  confess  to  you,  I  have  nc\-cr  laved  aaythai 
b«it  the  pleasures  of  the  table,  and  especially  jiood  wine;  in  a  wi>rd,  to  Msatac 
myMlf  and  converse  agreeably  with  my  friends.  I  do  not.  however.  icQ  y<n 
that  I  should  be  indifferent  to  marria^'c  or  incapable  of  attachment  tf  I  cotild 
meet  with  a  woman  of  as  much  beauty  and  Kith  the  »amc  agreeable  dispoaaboD 
as  she  bad  whom  I  saw  in  my  da-am  on  that  fatal  night  when  I  rccciktvl  yaa 
here  the  lirst  time,  and  when,  to  my  misfarlime,  you  left  my  chamlter  door  a|iea. 
one  who  would  p;i&s  the  cventnc^  with  me  in  drinking,  who  could  unf  juul  phy 
on  the  lute  and  converse  agreeably  with  me,  \tbo  should  have  no  other  vtrw,  ia 
short,  but  to  please  and  amuse  me.  On  the  contrarv',  I  believe  I  should  chufe 
all  mv  inditference  into  the  warmest  attachment  to  such  a  pcr«)n,and  could  lire 
very  happily  with  her.  liut  where  ahall  a  man  meet  with  such  a  woouo  sa  I 
have  just  been  describing  to  you,  except  in  the  palace  of  the  C  i  '     uf  ^ 

Faithful,  at  the  house  of  the  grand  ^iner,  or  of  those  very  powi  tjf  ^ 

court,  with  «liom  there  i>  no  want  of  silver  and  cold  to  purrluw  -.u.  it  .i  .>ne?  1 
would  rather,  therefore,  confine  myself  to  my  botilc,  which  is  a  pleasure  I  havt  M 
little  expense,  and  in  common  with  them."  As  he  said  this  he  took  a  gUas  a&d 
iilled  it  with  wine.  "  Do  you  take  a  glass  also,  which  1  mil  rill  for  you,'  uid  he 
lo  the  caliph,  "and  let  us  prolong  the  enjoyiaent  of  this  charmmg  pleasure.* 

When  Ibe  caliph  and  Abou  Hassan  had  drunk.  "  T  is  a  great  pity,"  returned 
the  caliph. ''  that  so  gallant  a  man  as  you  are,  and  who  are  not  indilTcrent  to  lotc, 
,  should  Icail  such  a  retired  and  solitar>'  life:"  "  I  find  no  difHcuUy,"  replied  Aboa 
Hassan,  "in  preferring  the  composed  kind  of  hfc  you  see  me  leadinCi  to  the 
company  of  a  woman  who,  perhaps,  in  rc5|>cct  of  beautv,  might  not  hit  my  taste, 
and  who  besides  might  plague  me  in  a  thousand  ways  oy  her  dcfrctk  and  hei  iQ 
temper." 

Tney  pursued  their  conversation  on  this  subject  to  a  great  leagtb,  uhI  tW 
cahph,  who  saw  Abou  Hass.in  quite  up  to  the  point  he  wished,  then  said,  **  Lcat« 
the  matter  to  me.  and  since  you  have  a  good  laste  and  are  a  honest  fellow,  I  w-,!] 
tind  a  person  to  your  mind,  without  its  being  either  cost  or  trouble  I  ■ 
ihis  moment  he  took  the  bottle  and  Abou  Hassan's  glass,  into  which 
ously  put  a  small  quantity  of  the  powder  he  had  made  use  of  before,  imin^  oun 
a  bumper,  and  presenting  the  glass  to  him.  "  Take, "  conimucd  he,  "  and  driftk 
beforehand  to  the  health  of  the  bc.tuty  who  is  lo  make  the  happiness  of  four  lifa; 
^Jepend  upon  it  you  shall  be  pleased." 

Abou  Hassan  took  the  glass  with  a  smile,  and  shaking  bis  bead,  ^  Happy  be 
the  event,"  said  he,  '*  since  you  will  have  it  so  ;  I  cannot  bear  to  be  guilty  o*  an 
incivility  toward  you,  nor  disoblige  a  guest  so  good  as  you  are,  for  a  thiaj£  otT  w 
little  imporuncc.  I  will,  then,  drink  to  the  health  of  this  beaut)*  you  promM 
me,  although,  contented  with  my  present  situation,  I  build  but  httle  upon  it* 

Abou  Hassan  had  no  sooner  swallowed  his  bumper  than  a  deep  sleep  depriirJ 
him  of  his  senses,  as  it  had  done  twice  before,  and  the  caliph  was  aeain  ■maWrt 
to  do  with  him  as  he  pleased.  He  immediately  ordered  the  s]a\-e  uat  antndrt 
him  to  take  Abou  Hassan  and  convey  him  to  the  palace.  The  slave  cuticd  tai 
«ifr :  and  the  caliph,  who  had  no  design  of  sending  Abou  Ha&san  back  aa  bdbi^ 
shut  the  chamlicr  door  when  he  left  iL 

The  slave  followed  with  bis  btirden,  and  when  the  caliph  reached  the  palace, 
he  ordered  Abou  Hassan  lo  be  bid  on  a  sof.i  in  the  fourth  sjl»<tn.  «hearc  he 
had  been  carried  back  to  his  on-n  house,  fast  asleep,  on  the  former  occhkicl 
Before  they  left  him  to  finish  his  sleep,  he  ordered  the  same  dress  to  bo  pui  npoa 
liim  which  he  had  already  worn  at  his  command,  to  make  him  support  the 
character  of  the  caliph  ;  this  was  dune  in  his  presence.    Then  he  bade  thoa  aB 
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I  n  bed,  and  ordered  the  chief  and  all  the  eunuchs,  the  officers  of  the  bed- 
-Jumber.  the  fnnolc  musicians,  and  the  same  daiuicU  nho  were  In  this  saloon 
►fipti  \\,-  \\  ,.\  ilrunk  die  lost  gl<'i:>s  of  wine  which  brought  on  his  sleep,  to  be  ready 
>  '  ill-  next  (l.iy  at  sunri»c,  when  he  should  awakCt  and  cturged  eachtn 

:>;i         ,         their  part  exactly. 
The  cahph  went  to  bed,  after  having  toUi  Mesrour  to  come  and  inform  hiin, 

they  went  into  the  closet  where  he  had  been  always  concealed. 

llcsrcMir  did  not  fail  to  wake  the  caliph  exactly  ai  the  appointed  hour  :  be  tm- 

'^^Emtduitcly  dressed  and  went  out  towards  the  chamber  where  Abou  Hassan  was 

^^^^Btill  uleep.    He  found  the  olficcrs  of  the  eunuchs,  those  of  the  bcd-chauiber,  the 

'^^cinudft,  and  die  female  bund  uf  music  at  Uic  door,  waiting  his  arrival    He  told 

'^^diem  in  a  few  words  what  his  intention  was,  then  he  went  in,  and  proceeded  to 

"^g^mfx.  himself  in  the  closet  enclosed  with  laltices.    Mesrour.all  the  other  offKers, 

'^■be  damsels,  and  the  female  band  of  music,  came  in  after  him,  and  stood  round 

^Vcbc  sofa  on  which  Abou  Hassan  was  sleeping,  in  such  a  way  as  not  to  prevent 

*ic  caliph  from  seeing  and  obscrvinR  whatever  he  should  da 

\\*ben  cverythm^  was  thus  arranf;cd,  and  the  caliph's  powder  had  taken  all  its 

Abou  Hassan  awoke,  but  without  opening  his  eyes,  and  spat  out  a  little 

which  w-as  caught  in  a  basin  of  gold,  ■as  formerly.    At  this  moment  the 

^  ^— ...„  ,joir?  of  female  singers  mi.\ed  their  dcliifhlful  voices  with  tlu:  sound  of 

^^baatboys,  soft  flutes,  and  other  instrttuients,  so  as  to  make  a  most  agreeable 

^EToncert. 

Abou  Hassan  was  ver)-  much  astoniihed  when  he  heard  such  sweet  harmony; 

M~te  opened  his  eyes,  and  his  astonishment  increased  beyond  measure  when  he 

jj^^netceived  the  damsels  and  the  oflicers  who  stood  round  him,  and  whom  he 

"^K-liou^ht  he  recollected.     The  saloon  where  he  found  himself  seemed  tlie  same 

^ta  dut  which  he  had  seen  in  his  hrsi  dream  \  he  obser\'cd  there  the  same  lights^ 

^c.-lie  same  furniture,  and  the  same  ornaments. 

The  concert  ccised,  in  order  to  give  the  caliph  an  opportunitv  of  observing  the 
■^ct!  ountcnance  of  his  new  guest,  and  hearing  all  ne  should  say  in^is  astonishment. 
M.IIC  damsels,  Mesrour,  andall  the  ofjiccrsof  the  bed>chambcr,  keeping  a  profound 
^^^jScftce.  remained  each  in  tlicir  place,  with  every  mark  of  respect  "  /Uas  I "  cried 
^^^Lbou  Hauan,  biting  his  fingers,  and  in  a  voice  so  Uud  that  the  caliph  was  dc- 
^*shied  to  hear  him,  ■*  here  am  1  again  falling  into  the  same  dream  and  the  same 
^^^ttuion  which  I  experienced  a  month  ago  :  and  what  have  I  to  e^^pcct  but  the 
"^fcime strokes  of  the  thong,  the  hospital  for  madmen,  and  the  iron  cage?  Almighty 
^CUod;  I  resign  myself  into  the  hands  of  Thy  divine  providence.  He  whom  I 
^^*^cctved  yesterday  evening  at  my  house  is  a  most  wicked  fellow  to  cause  me  this 
^^^Botton,  and  all  the  misery  I  shall  suffer  in  consequence  of  it.  Perfidious  traitor, 
*^«  hid  promised  with  an  oath  that  he  would  shut  my  chamber  door  after  him 
"^^hoa  be  left  my  house  ;  but  he  has  not  done  so,  and  the  evil  spirit  has  entered, 
^^mJ  acnr  u  aj^ain  turning  my  brain  with  this  cursed  dream  of  Commander  of  the 
^^•hUul,  and  with  so  many  other  Oincies  by  which  he  fascinates  my  eyes.  May 
"^Ood  confound  thee,  Satan,  and  heap  a  mountain  of  stones  over  thy  head  \" 

After  ihe^e  words.  Abou  Hassan  snui  his  eyes,  and  remained  wrapped  in  deep 
^^wighl,  with  a  mind  ttinroughly  confused.  A  moment  ;ifier  he  opened  them, 
^^^i*d  looking  by  turns  on  all  the  objects  presented  to  his  view,  ''Great  God  !* 
^^aicd  he  again,  but  with  rather  less  astonishment,  and  with  a  smile,  "  I  resign 
^^rself  into  the  hands  of  Thy  providence  ;  preserve  me  from  the  temptation  of 
^Sacan."  Then  closing  his  eyes  again,  *'  I  know  what  1  will  do,"  continued  he  ; 
I  mil  sleep  till  Satan  leaves  me.  and  is  gone  back  to  the  place  whence  he  came, 
_^4ioggh  I  should  stay  till  noon." 

Tncy  did  not  give  him  time  to  sleep  again  as  he  proposed.  Heart's  Delight. 
^ne  of  the  damsels  whom  he  had  seen  the  hrst  time,  came  up  to  him.  and  seating 
^ttndf  at  the  end  of  the  sofa,  "  Commander  of  the  Faithful,''  said  she,  in  a  very 
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respectful  minner,  *'  t  beseech  your  majesty  to  pardon  mc  tf  T  bke  the  Gbcnr 
of  advising  you  not  lo  sleep  a^^in,  but  to  endeavour  to  rouse  younclf  and  «t  Bft. 
because  the'  day  is  beginning  to  appear."  "Get  thee  from  mc,  SaOn/  bkI 
Abou  Hassan,  when  lie  heard  this  voice  ;  thcQ  looking  up  at  Heait's  Ddi^ 
"  Do  you  call  me  Commander  of  the  Faithful?"  said  he.  "  You  ccrtamlr  Ok 
me  for  another  persoa" 

"  It  is  to  your  majest)-,"  resumed  Heart's  Delight, "  that  I  pre  ihb  titSe,  wWck 
belongs  to  you  as  sovereign  ol  all  tlie  Mussulman  wutltl,  wbixe  moss  hwmHf 
s)a\'e  I  am.  and  to  M'hom  I  have  now  the  honour  uf  bpeakinp.  Your  no^ol^ 
chooses,  without  doubt,  lo  amuse  yourself,"  added  she,  "  in  pTclcndiog  to  forfe 
yourself,  unless  pcrh  jps  ii  be  owing  to  the  remains  of  sonic  unpltisam  dreua  i 
out  if  your  majesty  will  be  pleased  to  open  your  cj-cs,  the  cloud  whirh  perfaipt 
bangs  over  your  imagination  will  be  dissipated,  ana  you  will  see  that  you  arr  in 
your  palace,  surrounded  by  your  officers  and  by  us,  the  humblest  of  >t)or  itit««, 
ready  to  render  you  our  accustomed  services.'  Nor  ought  your  majesty  to  br 
surprised  at  seeing;  yourself  in  this  saloon,  and  not  in  your  bed  :  %-oa  ytMcrdsy 
fell  asleep  so  suddenly  that  wc  were  unwilling  to  wake  yuu,  m  order  to  candnct 
you  to  your  bed-chamber,  and  we  satislicd  ourselves  with  plactos  yoasoolo 
sleep  coramodiously  on  tins  sofa." 

Heart's  Delight  said  so  many  other  things  lo  Abou  Hassan,  which  appeuvd 
probable  to  him,  that  at  lencth  he  rose  and  sal  up.  He  opened  hi^  e>Tt,  aftd 
Icnew  her  again,  as  well  as  Cluster  of  Pearls,  and  the  other  danueU  w  luim  he  hid 
seen  before.  Then  they  all  came  near  him  at  once,  and  Heart's  Delight  rent- 
ing her  discourse  ;  "  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  and  vicar  of  the  I*ro[^ct  npoa 
earth,"  said  she,  "  j-our  majesty  will  allow  us  to  remind  j-ou  again  that  it  ii  tme 
to  rise  ;  you  see  it  is  daylight." 

"  You  are  veiy  troublesome  and  impertinent,*'  resumed  Abou  Hut&n,  nibblB| 
his  e)'es  ;  *'  I  am  not  Commander  of  ine  Faithful,  1  am  Abou  Hassan,  1  ircry  vol 
know,  and  you  shall  not  persuade  me  to  the  contrary."  "  Wc  know  Qoi)iui|[irf 
Abou  H.-issan,  of  whom  your  majesty  speaks,"  replied  Heart's  Delight ;  **  wr  tunc 
no  desire  to  know  him  ;  wx  know  your  majesty  to  be  Commander  of  the  Faitb- 
ful,  and  you  wilt  never  persuade  us  that  you  arc  not  so." 

Abou  Hassan  cast  his  eyes  around  him,  and  felt  as  it  were  under  encfaaiuiMm 
at  seeing  himself  in  the  same  saloon  in  which  he  knew  he  had  been  beCotC :  but 
he  attributed  all  this  to  a  dream,  like  that  he  had  already  experienred.  ajid  af 
which  he  dreaded  the  sad  consequences,  "(iod  have  mercy  upon  me."  cried  be. 
lifting  up  his  hands  and  eyes  like  a  person  who  knew  nnt  where  he  waa  ;  "  ibid 
His  hands  1  resign  myself.  From  what  I  now  see  I  cannot  doubt  but  the  deviL 
who  entered  my  chamber,  besets  and  disturbs  my  imagination  with  kll  tfaOB 
visions."  Tlic  caliph,  who  was  observing  him,  and  had  just  heard  «■  Idi 
excLimations,  felt  himself  inclined  to  laugh  so  heartily  that  he  bad  mmdc  tltfiodtf 
to  prevent  discovering  himself 

Abou  Hass.in  w.is,  however,  now  lying  down,  and  had  shut  ''!<  »".•»*  i^^%, 
•*  Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  immcdiatelv  said  Heart's  Deli  e  four 

nujcsty  does  not  rise  after  Ijcing  told  it  is  daylight,  as  «*  arc  I'  'i'>,  aftd 

that  it  is  necessary-  your  majesty  should  pay  attention  to  the  hn«ir)eu  of  ibe 
empire  which  is  entrusted  to  your  go\-ernment,  we  shall  make  use  of  the  pemnt- 
sion  you  have  Ei\xn  us  on  such  occasions."  At  the  s.ime  limc  she  took  arm  by 
one  arm,  and  called  the  other  damsels  to  assist  her  in  making  him  rtsc  frmn  tbc 
pKicc  where  he  was  laid  ;  and  they  carried  him,  almost  by  force,  into  ibe  nOdR 
of  the  saloon,  wlwre  they  placed  him  on  a  seat  Then  they  took  each  other  Iw 
the  hand,  and  danred  and  skippc«i  about  him  lo  the  sound  of  the  cymbah.  aad 
all  the  other  instrumenls,  which  ttier  played  about  his  hcid  as  loud  »i  posnbfe. 

Abou  Hassan  found  himself  perplexed  beyond  expression,  "Can  I  oe  reaB) 
caliph  and  Commander  of  the  Faithful?"  said  he  to  hmiself.    At  last,  uncmato 
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what  to  tlrink.  he  wa»  dcMrous  of  speaking  out,  but  the  loud  sounds  of  the  tnstru- 
menu  prevented  hi^  bcm^  hcnnl.  Ho  b)n:koiicd  to  Cluster  of  t'caris  and 
Morrunf  Sur,  who  (Lincca  about  him,  holrfmi;  r.trh  Dihrr  by  the  hand,  and 
difoificd  ihM  he  wubcd  to  spetk.  ImtnediAtcly  she  put  a  Ktop  to  the  dunce  md 
the  ■ottnd  of  die  instnitnents,  and  cunc  near  hun.  "  Uon't  tcQ  fib«,"  laid  he, « ith 
gmt  ttnpliaty  ;  "tell  mc  tndy  who  I  am." 

"'Comoandcr  of  ihc  F^iithful. '  answrrcd  Moraine  Star,  "your  maiesty  choo«ci 
tPiKpriag  tt«  by  puMin>;  t)ii><  <juc^ti'>n,  .\s  if  you  diu  not  younelf  tcnow  that  you 
•ra  Comnuuidcr  of  ihr  F-auhAil,  and  the  vicftr  npon  eonh  of  the  Prophet  uf  Ood. 
who  it  Uml  both  of  this  And  the  other  world— of  that  in  which  wc  now  are,  and 
of  that  which  is  to  come  ;aftcr  death.  If  this  were  not  the  case,  tooM  «xUaor> 
i&RArjr diwn  must  hate  nude  your  majesty  forgrl  whn  voit  are.     ll  luy  wdl  be 

ibUlfof  this  sort,  if  It  is  considered  thai  your  tnajcsly  haA  s\^r'  •-  •"■■\x  a 
loiter  dme  than  usual :   neveriheteu.  If  your  majeftty  |[ive^  n.  I 

hrmc  lo  your  irrollrction  everything  vou  dkl  yesterday  ihru^^.i  ^i.i  v.ltule 
day.'*  .she  then  relatnl  to  him  hiit  coming  into  ihc  coimcti ;  iho  punbhment  of 
the  Imam  and  the  lour  did  men  by  the  otiicer  of  the  police;  the  present  air  a  purse 
of  gold  sent  by  his  ruucr  to  the  mother  of  a.  person  called  Abou  Hasaan  ;  what 
w»4oae  m  the  in'.tiior  of  the  palace,  and  what  peasedatthe  three  lablci  r>f 
nfrnkoicni.  i  served  in  tfae  thiM  mIooo^  even  in  the  lu>t :  *'  Where 

year llMjc«t^ .  i  the.  arldrmfnjf  hcrtdfto  mm,** after  b»^tni.'  m:idcus 

sitnewyouA  lirMRn,.-!:  innc 

ftwDoiir  hoi^  .  usi  Bupe|.  .  .  .  .ikDcT 

fvleied  Li>  HiMXt\  Dclij^liL  ^ince  ihtu,  )our  inajcity,  oonii.ii\  lu  your 
kabita,  hat  barn  consuntly  b  a  deep  sleep,  quite  to  the  be^rinning  of  thb 
OnMer  " -he  reat  of  the  tlarea, and  all  the  officers  preaeal,  win 

dwbii  1  your  m^icaty  will  prcpoie  logo  lo  pnycrs,  for  ii  la 

thne;' 
'  WcU,  well."  returned  Abou  Haaian,  shaking  his  bead.  "*  yon  would  fain  tm* 
opon  me.  if  I  would  hearken  to  you.      For  my  part,*  he  went  on,  "  I  wy. 

are  all  mad.  and  havx  all  lost  your  senses.     Tis  a  great  pit>-.  bowcrer.  sbiCC 

are  all  so  handsome.      But  know,  that  since  1  saw  you.  1  nave  been  at  toy 

boiise,  have  treated  my  mother  >-ery  ill.  ha«c  been  thrown  into  the  Uinattca' 
~, where  1  tdnaincil, much  against  my  uill  rnofc  '^.\.\^•,  itii>n-  ur^Vs, during 
wUdk  tiane  the  keeper  never  failed  to  treat  c  '>^t^  of  the 

ilwaff;  and  would  you  have  ail  this  lobe  ni<!  yvovare 

jnbB^*  **  Conunandcr  of  tbe  Faithful,"  replied  Mommg  Star,  **  we  are  all  ready, 
an  ^at  are  preaeot,  to  swear  by  whatever  your  malctt^  holds  mott  dear,  that 
«liei  yoe  tell  us  is  only  a  dream.  You  have  not  Irfi  this  room  since  yesterday, 
and  Toe  have  not  ceased  sleeping-  the  whole  night  till  thi«  mnmenL' 

The  oonfideitce  with  which  this  damsel  aawred  AU'i  bat  all  «be  said 

«a«  tnte.  and  that  be  had  not  Icit  the  saloon  ifaice  Iv-  ■  -ni  it.  redoccd 

him  oooe  uore  to  the  ihiBitioa  of  not  knowing  what  to  Deucve—ettber  who  be 
«ae  or  what  be  aaw.  He  remained  some  time  qniie  loct  In  tbaight  **0 
Ikaiiii  I*  said  be  to  himself;  "am  1  Abou  Hasaan  t  Am  I  Commander  oT  the 
FaftUU^  God  Almighty,  enlighten  my  understanding  ;  Ciuae  me  to  diMia> 
milh  the  tnith.  that  I  may  know  on  what  to  depend"  Ha  tbes  uiKJweied  hii 
■hlWlllrii.  stilt  aU  black  with  the  iinikrs  he  had  received,  and  fhowiet  IhMl  M 
the  ^i^ffm^^  "  See.*  aaid  be,  "  and  ^tdge  whether  such  wmtnds  coidd  come  Ann 
a  dream  srbea  one  is  tleeptng.     1  can  aaaure  you  I  think  tbrm  nal  i  aad  the 


In  the  unreruin  state  of  Abou  Masaan't  mind,  he  railed  rtfte  of  the  oAcers, 
^M>  was  near  him  :  **  Coma  hither,"  aatd  he,  **  and  Ute  the  i»p  of  my  ear,  that  I 
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may  detenntnc  whether  I  am  asleep  or  awake."  The  officer  cama  nur,  io«It  tfae 
top  of  his  cir  bctwcL-n  his  teeth,  and  bit  it  so  h.-ird  thai  Abnu  Ha«san  set  «p  i 
dreadful  cry. 

At  this  cr>'  oil  the  insmimcnts  played  .it  the  same  time,  and  the  damM^ul 
the  officers  begAn  to  dance,  to  sin^,  and  skip  about  Abou  lios&on  with  wtBick 
noi^e.  that  he  fell  into  a  sort  of  frctuy,  which  made  htm  do  a  thousand  >iUy  tiaafL 
He  began  to  &ing  with  the  rest.  He  stripped  Dti'  the  I'mc  drcst  of  the  coUphf  «tuch 
ihev  had  put  upon  him.  He  threw  upon  the  Hoor  the  cip  tie  had  on  his  Itfad , 
anci  with  only  his  shiit  and  drawers  on,  he  readily  spnini;  otT  hit  KU.  and  dtrw 
himself  between  the  two  datnsels,  whom  he  tool:  by  the  hand,  and  bcfUl  t»  Aaf 
and  dance  with  them  so  acti%-ely,  s»  violently,  and  with  m>  many  droU  and  rldkv 
luus  twi>Iin);i  of  Iiis  body,  that  the  caliph  could  no  loni;er  mtrain  htmsdf  in  hn 
hidins-pliice.  Thi*  sudden  ni  of  merriment  of  Abou  Hass;in  m-i'te  hnn  Uogb  >» 
violently  that  he  fell  backwards,  and  was  heard  above  all  t'  ^rrxncal 

instruments  and  C)Tnbats.    He  was  so  long  a  lime  unable  i  If.  thu 

he  was  in  danger  of  surfering  from  the  struggle.  At  length  ho  ri  .^c  isp,  .liia  upeaed 
the  lattice.  Then  putting  out  his  hand,  still  continually  laughing,  **  Abou  Hjuhb, 
Abou  Hassan,"  cried  he,  "arc  you  determined  to  make  me  die  with  laaetlilDCf* 

When  the  caliph  !>pukc,  everybody  was  silent,  and  thi:  luud  music  ceased.  Aboa 
Hassan  wa>  quiet  with  the  rest,  and  turned  his  head  lou^rds  the  place  wboKC 
the  voice  came.  He  recollected  the  caliph,  and,  at  the  same  tine,  the  mcvchatt 
of  Moiissoul.  He  was  not  disconcerted  at  this  ;  he  knew*  in  a  n!..>.i^r.»  tk.t  ^ 
wa«i  quite  awake,  and  that  all  which  had  befallen  him  was  perf[  a* 

dream.     He  fell  in  with  the  humour  and  the  design  of  the  e.i 
cried  he.  looking  at  him  with  an  air  of  conftdence,  "  ynu  arc  t 
Motissoull  what,  then, do  you  complain  that  I  makeyou  die  wi- 
that  are  the  cause  of  the  ill  treatment  I  showed  my  mother,  and  ol  all  1  "nmcU 
received  during  my  long  confinement  in  the  hospital  for  lunatics  ;  yow.  who  nxva 
so  ill  treated  the  Imam  of  the  mosque  in  our  part  of  the  town,  and  the  t  .1 

my  neighbours — for  1  bad  nothing  to  do  with  it — 1  ivasb  my  hand£  -4. 

who  have  occasioned  so  much  distress  and  so  many  cross  iieddents?  ia  ti^an^ 
arc  not  you  the  aggressor,  and  am  not  I  the  sufferer  ^  "  "  Vou  arc  in  the  TJghl, 
Abou  Hassan,"  replied  the  caliph,  still  continuing  to  laugh  :  "but  for  yoar  ciM* 
fon,  .ind  to  make  amends  for  all  your  sufferings,  I  am  ready,  and  I  call  Gad  to 
wimess  it,  to  recompense  you  in  any  way  you  wish  and  shall  think  proper  ■ 
flemand.* 

As  soon  as  he  had  said  this,  the  caliph  came  down  from  his  closet,  and  vttmnA 
the  saloon.  He  ordered  one  of  his  be>t  habits  to  be  broughi,  and  Ivide  tba  daB- 
seU  and  the  officers  of  the  chamber  employ  themi^eh-cs.  according  to  their  dwr, 
in  dressing  Abuu  Hassan  with  it  When  ihcy  had  done  so,  "You  are  mybtedHt;* 
s.iid  the  caliph,  embracing  him  ;  "ask  of  mc  whatever  shall  be  roost  nxiitetaiy 
to  you,  and  I  will  grant  it.  "Commander  of  the  Faithrut."  replied  Abou  MaMOa, 
"  1  beseech  your  m.ijcsiy  to  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me  what  you  did  10  un 
my  brain,  and  what  was  your  design  in  so  doing  ;  at  present  this  it  of  man  a»- 
ponance  to  me  than  anything  else,  to  bring  my  mina  back  ogam  to  its  teas 
sutc." 

The  caliph  was  ready  to  give  Abou  Hassan  tliis  satisfactinn.  "  You  moMi^  m 
the  first  place,  know,  then,"  said  he,  "that  I  disguise  ni>-!.c  '  -n,  and  ««»■ 

cially  by  night,  to  make  mj-self  acquainted  whether  prop*-  ^irvsenrdte 

all  respecti  in  tlie  city  of  Bagdad  ;  and  as  I  am  .ako  glad  t..  Ln.>«  what  is  pass- 
ing in  Its  neighbourhood.  I  fix  a  certain  day,  which  is  tlie  fir«  nf  rvrrv  thmhIi, 
to  make  a  large  circuit  beyond  ttte  walls,  sometimes  on  >i:.  ■  ^ 

the  other  ;  and  I  always  return  by  llie  bridge.     1  was  rr*  t 

the  evening  you  invited  me  id  sup  with  you.  In  the  course  ^i  our  cdn^^rvxnfn 
you  ubM:r\-cd  thai  the  chief  thing  you  desired  was  to  be  calipb  and 


cf  the  Faithful  only  dunn^  ihe  *pare  of  twenty.foiir  honrv,  to  pomth  0»e  Inum 
aS  iht  motque  of  jrour  netifluMurhiXHl.  aad  the  four  scbcikhi  hit  cMUudlun.  Yonr 
dcure  appeared  to  me  a  circanucum  from  which  I  miglii  dcmv  frtat  amaic 

' *  ana  with  thac  view,  I  ix  once  thou^  of  ihe  tncam  of  prDcarmy«  im 

jctkm  you  wctv dctiroui  of.     I  had  aboat  roc  n  powder,  «Uch  bnofS ooa 

ilerp  the  moment  It  ri  talnn,  and  fmm  whirh  a  perwo  don  mA  awHM 

g  a  ccrtnin  umc.    Without  rour  pc  .1  p«l  i  doae  of  it  Into  tfaO  iMt 

wlikh  1  prcscmcil  M  \'w.  -inrj  ■;..  ^rd  tt    You  wen  hnmcAaWly 

uritb  ^  'Kt  tM  L«r  taken  awaf  and  carried  M  ny 

by  til  .r  ;  and  when  I  WCBI  away,  1  left  Mar 

mV  door  open.     I  ticctl  not  icll  vou  what  lu|ipMMd  to  yvn  at  my  puaca 

'  ymr  waking,  and  dahng  the  wboie  of  that  day  Utt  oiyfat,  wlico,  aAcr  Hviii( 


been  well  eniertained,  by  my  order,  one  of  my  female  slaves,  who  waited  tt, 
'joa,  put  another  dos«  of  the  same  powder  inio  (he  U$t  glass  which  was  prcMn'i 
[to  you,  and  which  you  drank.     A  sound  %lcep  tnuncdiaicly  scued  you.  and 
ordered  you  to  be  earned  back  to  your  own  huuse  by  the  &ame  slave  who 
bfoii>:ht  you,  with  an  order  lo  leave  again  the  chamber  door  open  when  he 
out  of  iL   Vou  have  >nur:)Ctf  told  inc  aJi  thai  befell  you  on  the  next  and  foUairr  .^p 
da>-s.     I  did  not  imnj^mcyou  would  have  lo  undergo  »o  much  as  \*ou  sttffered 
t  occasion;   but  a>  I  have  given  you  my  word,  I  will  do  >.  ■  -     ^^ 

1,  and  what  >hall  make  vou  forget,  if  p'>ssiblc,  all  ytmr  '  .^ 

ia*.  1  can  do  fur  your  satisfaction,  and  freely  ask  me  to  ^ivc  >uu  w:i;i:?vc-i  ■■   ^^ 
is-h.** 

••  Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  returned  Abou  Hassan,  "great  at  lave 
ic  evils  1  have  suffered,  they  are  etfaced  from  my  memory  the  OMcaCAl  I 
were  occasioned  by  my  sovereign  lord  and  roaster.  With  nfud  W 
generosity  with  which  your  majesty  oiVers  to  make  mc  feel  tho  cfibcts  of  so 
goodness.  1  can  liavc  no  doubt,  after  your  irrc\'ocibIc  word  has  ptttaed  ; 
self-mterest  had  never  much  power  over  mc,  ^ince  your  majesty  gives  me  ^fHi 
liberty,  the  favour  I  shall  presume  In  ask  is  to  allow  me  free  accCM  to  ytnit  ^3Vcr 
son,  that   I  may  have  the  happiness  all  my  life  of  admiring  your  (pVaineM.* 

This  last  proof  of  Abou   Hassan's   disinterestedness  complcwy  gained  tf* 

-caliph's  esteem,     "  I  most  readily  comply  with  your  request,"  said  he,  ".t  - 
jihesame  time  grant  you  free  access  to  me  in  my  n.ilace  at  all  hours,  and  in  . 
part  I  may  be;"  and  he  immediately  assigncn  himanapartment  in  the 
is  to  his  appointments,  he  chose  ralhcr  that  he  should  be  about  hia  pcirson 
kavc  any  particular  oflice  in  his  treasury,  and  upon  the  spot  ordered  a 
|RCCes  of  gold  to  be  paid  him  from  the  privy  purse.     Abou   Hassan 
humblest  acknowledgements  to  the  caliph,  who  then  left  him,  in  order  to 
Mincil  as  usuaL 

Abou  Hassan  took  this  opportunity  of  going  immediately  to  his  mother, 
arm  her  of  all  that  had  passed,  and  to  acquaint  her  with  hts  good  fortime. 
lade  her  undet'stand  that  all  which  had  befallen  him  was  by  no  mcaaa  ina 
lai  he  had  Ix^-n  caliph,  Iluit  he  had  actually  dischar^ea  all  ibe 
silly  received  .dl  the  honours  paid  to  the  caliph,  during  tlie  space  ol 
jhours  ;  and  that  she  need  not  doubl  of  what  ne  was  telltng  her,  since  h» 
Vconlirroed  to  him  by  the  caliph's  own  mouth. 

The  news  of  Abou  Hassan's  story  was  soon  spread  throughout  thecityor'    8i| 
'dad  :  it  passed  even  into  the  neighbouring  provinces,  and  thence  ttito  the      idoi 
distant,  and  all  the  singular  and  amusmg  circumstances  with  which  is:  «a 
attended. 

This  newly-acnuircd  distinction  of  Abou  Hassan  rendered  him  extr^ 
attentive  .ibout  the  caliph's  person.     As  he  was  naturally  of  a  good  tcnpc  : 
occasioned  much  cheertulnes.s  wherever  he  came  b>'  his  wit  and  plBis»tr~>'.  tK 
C-iliph  srarrely  knew  how  to   do  withuiil  hint,  and  he   neicr  engaf^  Lk>  tor 
ischcme  of  amusement  but  he  m.tde  him  of  the  party.    He  -.<        '  ^>0M 

I  htm  c%xn  to  lus  wife  Zobcidi,  to  whom  he  had  related  hi<  ^flttr* 

(tamed  her  much,  iiobcidi  w;ts  vcr>'  well  pleased  with  h-m.  im.  vin-  i  Lrs^J'vai 
lliat  whenever  be  attended  the  caliph  in  hi*  iisits  to  her  he  hjd  alM-ari  hJ*  fjf 
kupon  one  of  her  slaves  called  Nuuihatoul  Aouadat.  This  she  detcrtmticd,  tter* 
\icac,  to  communicate  to  the  caliph.  '' Coiimiandcr  of  the  Faithful.''  sard  l^ 
[princess  one  day  to  him.  "  you  do  not  observe,  perhaps,  as  I  do,  thai  CvoT  to* 
Abou  H.issan  comes  hither  with  you  he  constantly  6xr5  his  eve  upon  Woipnf**^ 
^Aouadat,  and  that  he  never  fails  lo  make  her  blush.  Vou  ni^!  luifitlv  doobclb^ 
[fhis  is  a  sure  sign  she  docs  not  dislike  him.     If,  iheref  1  tab  s*"^- 

idvice,  we  will  contri\-e  a  marriage  between  them."    "  M  'timjcl  il»^ 

caliph,  **  you  bring  to  my  recoUection  a  thing  I  ought  not  to  h*v«  topccaL 
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know  Abou  Hassan's  opinion  on  the  subject  of  niamnf;c  from  himself,  and  I 
have  always  promised  to  ^ive  him  a  wife  with  whom  he  shall  have  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied.  I  am  K^ad  you  have  spoken  to  me  abciut  it,  and  1  cannot  con- 
ccive  how  the  thin^  could  have  et>raped  my  memory,  hut  it  is  better  that  Abou 
Hassan  should  follow  his  own  inclination  in  the  choice  he  is  to  make  for  him- 
self Hcsidcs,  since  Nuiizhatoul  Aouadat  does  not  seem  averse  to  the  match, 
we  should  not  hesitate  aUiut  this  marri.'ige.  Here  they  are  both;  they  have 
nothing;  to  do  biit  to  dL-rl;iri-  tlicir  consent." 

Abou  ILibsan  threw  himself  nt  the  feet  of  the  caliph  and  Zubeid^.  to  testify 
how  sensible  he  was  of  their  kindness  towards  him.  "  I  cannot,''  said  he  as  he 
rose, "  receive  a  bride  from  l>ettcr  hands;  but  I  dare  not  hope  that  Nouihatuul 
Aouad.it  will  >;ivc  me  her  hand  so  cordially  as  1  .im  ready  to  \(\\c  her  mine." 
Upon  saying'  this  he  looked  at  the  iilave  of  the  princess,  who,  <m  her  part,  by  a 
respectful  silence,  and  by  the  colour  which  rose  into  her  cheeks,  plamty  dis* 
co\'ered  that  she  was  entirely  dispelled  to  follow  the  inclination  of  the  caliph  and 
of  Zobcidc  her  mistress. 

The  marria;;e  look  plaro.  .tnd  the  nuptials  were  celebrated  in  the  palace  with 
irreat  demonstrations  of  joy,  which  lasted  m.iny  days.  Zobeidi:  considered  it  .1 
pomi  of  honour  to  make  her  slave  rich  |>rescnts,  to  please  the  caliph ;  and  the 
caliph  on  his  part,  out  of  regard  for  Zobeidc,  was  equally  generous  towards 
Abou  Hassan. 

The  bride  was  conducted  tn  the  ap.-irtmenis  which  the  caliph  had  assigned  to 
Abou  Hassan,  her  husband,  who  exiwcted  her  with  inip:itiencc.  He  rcceivt-d 
her  to  the  sound  of  all  sorts  of  music.1l  instruments,  mixed  with  the  voices  of 
singers  of  txtth  sexes.  belun^in>;  to  the  p^ilace,  which  sounded  with  this  loud  and 
harmonious  concert. 

.Many  days  passed  in  the  festivities  and  rejoicings  ufual  upon  such  occasions, 
when  .It  leni;tl)  the  nrw-inarrird  pair  wore  left  to  enjoy  themselves.  Abtm 
Hassan  .ind  his  new  wife  were  r-harnied  with  each  other.  They  were  so  jK-rfecily 
united  in  atterlion,  tli.n.  tm  ept  the  time  they  empii>ycil  m  pa\ing  attendance, 
one  on  the  caliph,  and  the  other  im  the  rri'nce'<'<  /oljeidi.-.  they  lived  entirely 
together.  It  IS  tnie  that  Notizliatoiil  Aouadat  had  all  the  qualities  of  a  wife 
cap.ible  of  ins]>irin^  Ahou  H.i--an  with  Idvc.  for  she  rorre^ponde-<l  to  those 
wishes  he  had  c\prcssr<l  sn  pl.iinly  to  the  raliph.  Willi  mh  h  disiKisitions  they 
could  not  fail  of  p.itsin;;  their  tunc  tii;;etlier  most  a;;re<'.ibly.  Their  table  was 
const.intly  covered  at  every  meal  with  the  most  dfli>i<>u-  and  hi^h-scasoned 
dishes  th.il  rooks,  with  the  utmost  r-are.  rould  prepare  and  furnish.  Their  side- 
board w.is  alu.iys  full  of  the  mo.>t  cxcfuisitc  xtine,  uhicli  n.is  so  disjKiscd  as  to 
l>c  ciinvenirndy  within  the  rc.n  h  of  ciiher  aa  they  s.u  at  i.ible.  There  they 
enii'ved  themselves  most  a^rce.ibly  in  pnv.ite.  .ind  enti-n.iined  t.irh  ojher  wiili 
a  thi>ii^.in.'l  pUMviiitne^.  whu  h  m.ide  them  la;i^h  niore  or  les*-.  ai  <  it»1iii;;  io  the 
degree  of  ihrir  wii  and  hiiiiioiir.  Their  CM'nm^  rep.i-l  «.is  more  |xi  iili.iiiy 
de\oted  to  ple-i-urr  At  tli.it  trine  were  -er\ed  uni*  (he  lie-l  -orti  >•{  (mii;'>, 
aim' 1:1(1 -I  .ike-,  and  the  !ii'>st  e\i|uisite  (unfei  tionirv.  At  L'\eri  uli-s  ilie>  »ir.ii.K 
their  *;l:^l^^  weie  ra;-''il  tiv  -mnc  ne«  -"r.,'-  wli:i  li  were  ilteii  <  iiiipo-ed  .il  tl.e 
moment,  .ind  -iiL'.i-tcil  h\  tlic  -.iilnci  i  i.f  ilieir  <  ou\e['.ili"n.  1  lie-e  siiil;;s  ueie 
"«ome::me-  .i-  ompiTi  <  it  he  a  hi;e,  "r  mine  u'.her  in*[ruiiient  on  «h;th  1"  tli  i>f 
(hciii  Mtn-  -itil'-  !-i  pell' Tin. 

.\l">ii  lia->.in  ai5.i  Nm/h.-itoiil  A-Miad.il  p.isscd  a  I'-n.;  nine  in  ilie  enii.uiitrii 
of  tli:^  intrifi  .im!  _•  ••.'  » licer.  Thc^  l<Mik  no  thought  .iIim-h  ;Iie  i'\peii-e  of  lli(  ;r 
wa-.  ..f  li\  inj.  'I  he  1  I'.ik  ulioni  I  hey  h.id  >  ho-rn  hail  hitlitr'.n  tiiMii-liMl  e\'T>  ■ 
rhn;;  wi[h.i:i!  m-k-;^'  In,  lU-in.riti.  li  w.i-.  but  ri;;ht  tli  it  hr  'luiiiid  tn  cue  some 
momy.  lie  jlierel-ire  presented  his  aeiount  to  tliein.  I  he  amount  w.is  found 
•o  Ik."  \»i\  1  ■ni-.:.lrr.iMe.  Tliere  \>a-  yK'iiiIr's  A  dciliind  m.t'lf  t-r  br.dal  ;;armcn!» 
of  the  rii  lie^'.  btalli  lor  llic  u>e  ^.'l  both. and  fur  jewels  ul  lii^li  value  lor  the  bride; 
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and  so  ver>-  large  was  the  sum,  thai  they  perceived  but  tixt  late  tKat  of  all  the 
money  ihey  had  received  from  the  libcnilicy  of  the  caliph  and  the  Phnoeu 
2obcid6  when  they  were  married,  there  remained  no  more  than  was  imflkklH  ID 
discharge  the  dcbu  This  made  ihem  rdtcct  serivuily  on  tlicir  paM  Tirnnfim. 
but  their  reflections  could  not  remedy  the  pixiienl  cviL  ALmu  Hassan  was  at- 
ctincd  to  pay  die  cook,  and  his  wife  hiid  no  objection.  Thin  sent  for  him,  zad 
paid  hun  his  demand  without  showing  the  least  sign  of  the  cmbairuameBt  tkcj- 
muit  immediately  find  ihcmselves  in  upon  payment  of  this  moDcy. 

The  cook  went  iiwav  quite  rejoiced  at  beinj:;  paid  in  so  new  and  wry  ffdliM 
coin,  for  none  of  an  inferior  sort  was  ever  seen  at  die  caliph's  pALire.  Abm 
Hassan  and  Nouzhatoul  Aoundat  bad  thought  they  should  neve;  see  an  CBft^ 
pur^.  They  remained  in  profound  silence,  with  downcast  eyes,  and  mi^  csa- 
loundcd  at  finding  thembclve^  reduced  to  ^uch  a  !>ituation  Utc  ii-ci>-  lint  ymr 
after  llicir  marriage. 

Aboti  Hassan  well  remembered  that  the  caliph,  on  reccivmg  htm  ai  hii  pabiit, 
promisctt  him  that  he  should  never  want  for  anything.  But  wlicn  he  re^PcteJ 
that  he  bad  squandered  in  a  httle  time  the  liberal  bounty  he  liad  reccrvvd. 
besides  feeling  in  no  dlsixisition  to  make  a  retguest.  he  could  not  bear  to  expcae 
himself  to  ihc  shame  of  avowing  to  the  caliph  ihc  ill  use  he  had  luade  of  it,  aatk 
the  necessity  he  was  under  of  receiving  a  fresh  supply,  l^lc  bad,  bciklcSifnW 
up  all  his  own  property  to  his  mother,  as  the  cahph  had  retained  him  ocsrlrii 
person :  and  he  was  very  unwilling  to  have  recourse  to  her  far  assistoocer  as  sIk 
would  know,  from  such  a  step,  tliat  he  was  fallen  again  into  the  some  stale  tf 
distress  as  he  was  in  soon  afler  the  death  uf  his  father. 

NouibatoiU  Aouadat.  on  her  part,  who  regarded  the  gcncrosit>'  of  ZobciA, 
and  the  liberty  she  had  given  her  of  marrying,  as  more  tlian  a  mfBctent  reoov- 
pcnse  for  her  services  and  aKachmcnt,  did  not  think  she  had  any  ciaia  t» 
request  further  favours. 

At  last  Alx>u  Hassan  broke  silence:  and  looking  at  N'ouzhatoid  Aouadat wilk 
an  open  countenance.  "  I  plainly  sec,"  said  he,  "  that  you  are  in  the  same  em- 
barrassment with  myself,  and  thai  you  are  considering  what  we  are  to  do  in  x 
situation  so  deplorable  as  ours,  when  our  muney  fails  us  all  .il  once,  befote  *e 
had  made  provision  for  such  distress.  I  know  not  what  yoo  may  think  of  the 
matter;  for  my  part,  whatever  may  be  the  consequence,  t  am  detcmuaed  doc  t» 
retrench  in  the  smallest  instance  my  usual  expenses,  and  I  bcheve  rott  an  not 
disposed  to  give  up  yours.  The  point  is,  to  find  means  to  prorido  fior  thcB 
without  our  having  the  meanness  to  apply  cither  to  the  caliph  or  Zoboidt :  aad 
I  think  I  have  made  a  discovery.  But  in  this  matter  we  must  roolre  tn  MSK 
each  other." 

This  speech  of  Abou  Hassan  gave  Nouihatoul  much  satisfaction  and  loae 
degree  of  hope.  "  I  was  not  less  engaged  than  you  with  this  tliought,"  said  kbc} 
"and  if  I  did  not  speak  out.  it  was  because  I  could  see  no  remedy.  I  nma  am- 
fcas  that  the  declaration  you  have  just  made  gives  me  the  greatest  Mnsfectit 
possible.  But  since  you  ha\-c  discovered  the  means  as  you  say,  and  Hoax  mf 
assistince  is  necessary  to  our  success,  vnu  ha.vc  only  to  tell  me  what  1  am  to  da. 
and  you  ^lall  sec  that'  I  will  escrt  myself  lo  the  utmost."  "  I  felt  assured,"  i^Aed 
Abou  Hassan,  "that  you  would  not  fail  in  a  maner  which  con-  r^^  ^^■>■'  •rfaaSfy 
with  myself.     This,  then,  is  the  scheme  I  h.nve  dcMsed,  to  pro- 1  in  oar 

necessity,  at  least  for  some  time  to  come.     It  consists  in  a  littl-.-  ;   ■  deceit. 

which  we  must  practise  towards  the  caliph  and  Z'jlx^idi.and  which,  I  am  asMirrd, 
Will  cause  them  amusement,  and  not  be  unprofitable  to  us.  The  deceit  which  I 
propose  IS,  that  we  should  both  of  us  die," 

"  That  we  should  both  of  us  die ! "  said  Nouihatoul  .Aouadat  abmodjr.  "  Yob 
may  die  if  you  please  ;  but  for  my  part,  I  am  not  yet  tired  of  life,  ana  not  to  0vw 
you  offence,  I  nave  no  inicntioti  of  dyit^  quite  so  soon.     If  >-ou  have  no  bcOB 
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■cbeme  to  propose  than  this,  >;ou  may  execute  it  yourself,  for  I  can  a&sure  you  I 
will  have  nothing  to  do  with  it"  "  You  are  a  woman,"  replied  Abou  Hassan: 
*'  I  mean  vuu  are  surprisin};ly  ready  and  quick :  )'ou  i;ivc  mc  no  time  to  explain 
myself,  hear  mc,  then,  a  moment  patiently,  and  yuu  iihall  tind  that  you  will 
hav-e  no  objection  to  dying  in  the  way  I  mean  to  die.  You  will  understand  that 
1  do  not  mean  to  talk  of  a  real,  but  a  fcif^ned  death." 

**  Ah !  z*'^  ■  "  i>-'*i^  Notizhatuul  Aouadat,  with  quickness ;  *'  since  our  concern 
is  only  with  a  feigned  death,  I  am  at  your  service :  you  may  de]>end  upon  me : 
you  shall  sec  with  what  zeal  I  will  second  you  in  this  sort  of  death;  for  to  tell 
you  freely,  I  have  a  most  unconquerable  aversion  to  the  thoughts  of  dying  so  soon 
m  the  way  I  tirst  understood  you."  "^  Vcr>'  well,"  said  Abuu  Ha!<!>an,  "  you  may 
be  satislicd  this  is  what  I  mean  :  in  order  to  succeed  in  my  scheme,  I  am  going 
to  play  the  dead  man.  You  shall  immediately  t.ikc  a  sheet,  and  you  sh.-tll  put 
me  in  a  cotlin  as  if  I  were  actually  dead.  You  shall  place  me  in  the  middle  of 
the  chamlier  in  the  usual  way,  with  a  turban  on  my  fare,  and  my  feet  turned 
towards  Mecca,  with  every  preparation  made  for  carrymg  me  to  the  grave.  When 
all  this  shall  tic  done,  you  shall  set  up  a  cry  and  shed  tears,  as  is  usual  upon  such 
occasions,  rending  your  garments,  and  tearing  ynur  hair,  and  in  this  state  of 
lamentation,  an<l  with  dishevelled  locks,  you  shall  go  and  present  yourself  to 
Zobeidc.  The  princess  will  wish  to  know  the  reastm  of  ynur  tears ;  and  when 
she  shall  be  informed  by  you  in  language  much  interrupted  by  sobs,  she  will  not 
fail  to  pity  you,  and  make  you  a  present  of  a  sum  of  money  to  assist  in  defraying 
the  exfienses  of  my  funeral,  and  to  purchase  a  piece  uf  brocade  to  ser\'e  for  a 
pall,  in  order  to  give  a  splendour  to  my  interment,  as  well  as  to  purchase  a  new 
dress  for  yourself  in  the  room  of  that  she  will  see  you  have  torn.  As  soon  as  you 
shall  have  returned  with  this  money  and  this  pice  of  brocade,  1  will  rise  from 
the  place  where  I  have  been  lying,  and  you  shall  take  it  instead  of  me.  You  shall 
pretend  to  be  dead,  and  after  you  have  been  put  into  a  co.tin,  I  will  go  in  my 
turn  to  the  ciliph,  and  |ilay  the  same  part  you  should  have  done  with  Zobeid6; 
and  I  dare  promise  myself  that  the  caliph  will  not  be  less  liberal  to  me  than 
Zobeid^  will  have  been  to  you." 

When  Abou  Hassan  had  sufficiently  explained  himself  on  his  intended  project, 
"  I  believe,"  said  Nou/hatoul  Aouadat  immediately,  "  that  the  trick  will  be  very 
amusing ;  and  I  am  mistaken  if  the  caliph  and  Zotx-idi-  will  not  think  themselves 
much  obhged  to  us  for  iL  The  business  now  is  to  manage  it  properly :  let  me 
alone  fitr  the  [)art  I  am  concernei)  in.  that  shall  be  well  {icrfonncd—at  least,  as 
well  as  I  sup)Mise  you  will  perform  yours,  and  we  '•hnll  both  act  with  zeal  iind 
attention  in  proportion  as  we  both  expect  to  derive  l>enefit  from  it.  Let  us  lose 
no  time.  Whilst  I  am  getting  a  sheet,  do  you  put  on  your  shirt  and  drawers;  I 
know  what  lielongs  to  funerals  as  well  as  anybody,  for  whilst  I  was  in  the  service 
of  Zobeidc,  if  any  slave  died  amongst  my  comp;inions.  I  was  always  appointed 
to  superintend  the  burial.'' 

Abou  Hassan  was  not  long  in  doing  what  Nouzhatoul  Aou.td.)t  rerommended. 
He  Uydown  on  his  l»ack  on  the  sheet  which  had  l>cen  spread  up<»n  the  carpet  in 
the  middle  of  the  rhamlwr,  rrossc<l  his  arms,  and  suffered  himself  to  lie  wrapped 
up  in  a  manner  which  ^el■mcd  as  if  nothing  more  was  necessary  but  to  place  him 
on  the  bier,and  to  cirry  liiin  out  to  !»  buried.  His  wife  turned  his  feet  towards 
.Mecca,  co\crctl  his  f.icc  with  the  finest  muslin,  then  pt.ire<l  his  turlian  o%er  it  in 
such  a  manner  as  not  to  prevent  his  breathing.  She  then  pulled  off  her  head- 
dress, .ind  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  and  her  hair  han^-ing  loose  and  di-hcvellcd, 
|jretend:n^'  tc*  pull  it,  with  great  outcries,  she  stnn.k  her  check-.,  .ind  Iwai  her 
breait  viiilcntly.  and  shiiwcd  e^ery  other  sign  of  the  most  passionate  ;;ricf-  In 
this.  m.Tiii'.r  slie  went  out,  .ind  crossed  a  sp.itious  <oiirt,  intendin-  to  go  to  the 
apartiniT.t  "I  liie  riisin-*^  /ii!»ciilr. 

Nouili.itoul  .\iiu.id.it  uttering  suth  picrcini;  cries  that  7.a\x\iM-  he.i:d  her  from 
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her  apartment,  she  ordered  her  female  slaves,  who  vrerc  then  in  v  -)4|oiitt 

whence  the  cries  nnd  lamentations  which  slic  heard  proceeded.  -xmin 

ran  to  the  lattices,  and  came  back  to  tell  Zobcid^  that  it  teas  Nou.  :.wUt. 

who  was  cominjj  thither,  apparenlly  in   \'ery  great  disircM.     Ji  .        .y  the 

princess,  impatient  to  know  what  haci  befallen  her,  arose,  aotl  went  to  mem  her, 
quite  to  the  dixtr  of  her  antechamber. 

Nouzhatoul  Aouadat  here  played  her  part  to  [perfection.  The  moment  itx  prr- 
ceived  Zobeid^,  uho  herself  held  back  the  tapestry,  with  the  door  of  the  «w- 
charabcr  half  open,  waiting  for  her,  she  redoubled  her  cries  at  she  advanced,  tote 
off  her  hair  b>'  handfuls,  struck  her  checks  and  her  breast  more  vtolcnth',  and 
threw  herself  at  her  feet,  bathing  them  with  her  tears.  Zobeidt^,  ostODtthad  ft> 
see  faersla«-e  in  such  unusual  afQictton,  asked  her  what  was  the  matter  afid  vfeii 
misfortune  h.id  befallen  her. 

Instead  of  answering,  the  pretended  afHicted  one  continued  sobbing  iOiaeiiBi^ 


■*^:>  '  * 
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apparently  taking  the  utmost  pains  to  suppress  iL  "AU&t  my  ever-bonowed 
lady  and  mistress,'*  cried  5he  at  last,  her  voire  much  broken  with  sobs,  "wiu* 
greater,  what  more  fatal  evil  could  befall  me  than  that  uhich  oblif^  nwio  cobm 
and  throw  myself  at  the  feet  of  your  majesty  in  the  extreme  distress  co  wiiidi  I 
am  reduced  ?  May  God  prolong  your  life  in  the  most  perfect  health,  my  cvctvk 
bc-respccted  princess,  and  bestow  upon  you  many  .ind  happy  years!  Aboa 
Hassan,  the  p^ior  Abou  Hassan,  whom  you  have  honoured  wiik  ymir  bountr.and 
whom  you  and  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful  gave  me  for  a  husband,  is  an 
mure." 

Saying  this,  N'ouihatoul  Aouadat  redoubled  her  tcai5  and  sobs,  and  threw bcr* 
self  agam  at  tlie  feet  of  the  princess.  Zobeidi  was  extremely  surprised  at  ^has 
news,  "  Is  Abou  Hassan  dead?"  cried  she.  "A  man  in  such  high  healtit,  «> 
agreeable,  so  amusing ;  I  did  not  indeed  expect  to  hear  so  soon  of  the  death  tA 
such  a  man,  who  promised  to  live  to  a  great  age.  and  so  well  alio  dmnxd  k* 
She  could  not  help  expressing  her  concern  by  her  tears.  The  female  slavn  ttiat 
were  in  wattmg,  and  whci  had  often  enjoyed  the  pleasantries  of  Abo«  Haaso* 
when  he  was  admitted  to  familiar  conver^ition  with  Zobeid^  and  the  caJuA. 
witnessed,  by  then  weeping,  the  regret  they  felt  at  her  loss,  and  the  share  tDcy 
took  ID  it. 


Zobod^.  ber  -  >  es,  ^nd  N'jurlubnil  Aouadat  remained  ft  lcia|[  ttra* 

with  their  hAfx  .it  tlicii  CM   .  weeping  and  •obbtng at  this  pratendad 

itlL    Ai  Icnjfili  ilir|Hin<»t'  '■.    "  Wretch  ^''cned  she.  spoking  to 

■upposcd  widow,  "  pcrh^pi  11  ^uicd  hU  death.     Thou  host  pbfcuol 

km  *o  much  by  tliv  ud  icrnper  tlut  iliuu  hut  ai  Um  bnnight  hun  10  the  gnvtt.'* 
NouxhatouL  Aouadat  appeared  lu  led  K^cat  mortificatioo  at  thii  rcpmchof 
2obcLdi.    "All,  inidum."  ctied  she.  "  I  did  not  belie^-e  I  had  ever  gtvtn  veur 
ty.  during  ihc  whole  time  I  h^d  the  honour  of  being  )-our  stave,  the  snuuleal 
for  yuur  eninuinin^  ui  diyadiMnugemts  an  o^nion  of  my  behaviour 
varda  a  huAbonJ  u)  itc-;ir  to  ine.     I  should  thmk  myself  the  meet  unhappy  at 
If  >-ou  ur:         '     i)CT<tu.ided  of  iL     1  have  paid  every  Ibud  uicntioQ  to 
Hauan  *«  i  muhc  e^xr  pay  to  a  husband  whom  sha  dotal  upon  t 

I  can  aay  w;l..., ay,  th.n  I  have  felt  for  him  all  the  lendemesa  whfch 

daaarvcd  for  hu  n»dy  compliance  with  oil  my  moderate  wishes,  and  which, 

~  merited  on  his  pan  cvcr>-  proof  that  he  was  equally  fond  uf  me.     I  am 

tpenuaded  he  wuuld  fully  juttify  me  OQ  that  nbfect  tn  your  inajaaty's  opiiilaa 

u  he  were  stitl  lr%  iml-     I'm,  madam,"  added  she. her  tean  taming  a6«sb,  "hb 

hour  WAS  conw: :  <-  w.ts  the  cause  of  his  de<Ath." 

In  truth,  ZoIti'.  .  .  .  u ays  observed  in  Iter  sUvc  the  same  even  temper.  tb« 
unaffected  aMc^iuesd,  a  f^wit  decree  of  docility,  and  a  xcol  in  evrrytaing 
I  ondcrtook  m  her  xrvicc,  woich  arose  mure  from  inclination  than  duty.  She 
Ltfd  DOC,  ibcTcfora.  hestun  to  believe  bar  on  her  word*  and  oidcrcd  the  supeni^- 
Ftndait  of  her  treavury  to  fetrb  «  piirsc  of  a  hundred  piecaa  at  gold,  :ind  a  piece 
m  brocade     "■'  1v  with  the  purse  ajid  tbc  piece  of  brocade, 

Lvhkh  at  /  1  to  Nouiluttoul  AouadaL 

UpoQ  receiving  iin-.  Ii.iiiumhuc  ^iir  '.lew  henelfac  the  prtoeeaa's  feel, 

'  madft  ber  tite  mow  humbl*  ackr*  >  ts,  with  creai  aattslactton  m  hef 

thai  she  had  succeeded  m  wr.i        w.,    said  Zobeldt,  **  let  iha  piece  of 

be  UMd  to  spread  over  your  huihand  on  his  hter,  and  ipeml  the  noMf 

I  Mny  tbe  expense  of  a  funeral  that  shall  do  him  the  honour  be  u  wortiiy  oL 

■oe  as  may  be,  moderate  tbe  exceaa  of  your  afilictloiL    I  will  take  care 

f«f  yoa" 

Nouibatxxd  Aouadai  wai  acaroely  out  of  the  prmnce  of  Zobeitt  than  ibe 

lyfully  dncdupher  taara,  and  returned  as  sooa  aa  poaaible  to  give  Aboa  Msnu 

n  account  uf  tne  success  sli«  had  met  with  in  pkyinc  her  port  Aa  ibe  cnlend, 

Nouihatoul  Aouadat  burst  Into  a  violent  6t  of  butEmm;  at  (rndiDK  again  Aboa 

IffleMan  in  the  same  «ituaiiun  she  had  leit  him.  In  il-'  -  f  tbe  room,  and 

lived/  pr^f^rM  f'lr  h-\  funeral     "  Crft  up,"  said  she.  ig,  "aod  bdiold 

tbc  i-^  >4ititin  upon  j^obrid^      \Vc  shall  noi  die  uf  httn(cr  lo-day." 

.  Abci'^  j^t  up,  and  rejoiced  vuh  his  wile  on  seeing  tbe  porw  and 

M  piece  01  tjroc.iflc 

Nou^atDul  Aouadat  was  so  pleased  at  having  succeeded  ao  wcU  in  the  artifice 

M  had  joat  pnscuaed  Bpcm  tbe  piinceas,  that  she  could  not  cootahi  her  my. 

*Tliui»noteBouab.*ield  she  to  her  husband  in  a  leuch  :  **  I  mnst  pntna  to 

I  Ac  in  my  mm,  and  see  wbetfwr  yon  wiU  be  dcver  eeoBch  le  eel  ea  andi  from 

[|lie  caltoh  as  1  hare  deee  from  ZobeMh.*    "Tito  la  ceectly  the  humoer  of 

hmcnea,*  replied  Aboa  Hasnn :  "  it  is  vwr  ^mdy  wM  they  have  alwaye  the 

nalnr  to  tnink  thev  are  superior  to  mm.  altbnugh  thev  ■ddnie  do  anyihtaf 

.«^  but  by  their  sdt'icc.    It  is  hardly  likely  thai TsImwU  not  aueceed  wui  the 

cslipli  at  wri]  ai  <.<>ii  have  dooe— t,  who  cencriwrf  the  Kberae.    But  let  oa  loie 

Iko  nmc  in  idle  (-h.it :  dn  voo  iww  pretend  la  be  deed,  end  you  shall  eoeo  tee 

[vtaether  I  do  mx  manage  a*  well." 

Abov  Hassan  tnit^  hi-i  wtfe  tn  the  same  place  and  in  tbe  same  manner  in  which 
he  w;u  himself '  -  Ikt  feet  towards  Mecca,  and  went  est  of  fai»  chamber 

hi  freat  disoti:>  iun  iU  put  ooi  like  a  oun  la  peai  affielkia.     In  this 
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situation  he  went  to  the  caliph,  who  was  then  holtting  a  panicular  coandl  wrdi 
the  grand  x'izier  Giafar,  and  the  other  viziers  in  whom  he  pliicrd  the  most 
ridencc.    He  presented  himself  at  the  door,  and  the  usher,  who  knew  that  be 
ahv-ays  free  access,  opened  it  to  hini.     He  entered  with  one  h;ind  holdiar 
handkerchief  before  Hs  eyes,  to  conceal  ihc  feigned  tcirs  which  he  let  WTi 
.-ibiindance,  and  with  the  other  \iolcntly  beating  his  breast,  luid  uitcnas 
damations  expressive  of  the  greatest  gncf. 

The  caliph,  who  was  accustomed  tu  see  Abou  Hnssan  with  a  counlcfunce 
always  cheerful  and  nlways  inspiring  others  with  joy,  wm  surprised  at  serial 
him  appear  in  so  melancholy  a  situation.  He  took  ofT  his  attention  froat  the 
business  they  u-ere  then  transacting  in  the  council,  in  order  to  ask  him  the 
occasion  of  his  ^ef. 

'"  Commander  of  the  Faithful."  answered  Abou  Hassan,  with  repeated  li^ia 
and  sobs, "  a  greater  misfortune  could  not  possibly  befall  me  than  what  mw 
makes  the  subject  of  my  affliction.  May  God  grant  a  long  Ufe  to  yovr  makny 
on  that  throne  which  you  fdl  with  so  much  glory.  Nouthaloul  Aouadat,  wwaa 
in  your  goodness  you  were  pleased  to  bestow  upon  me,  that  (  might  pajd  the 

remainder  of  my  life  with  ner,  is,  alas! "    After  this  exclamatioa,  Abou 

Hassan  pretended  to  have  his  heart  so  oppressed  that  he  uttered  not  anoiHcr 
word,  but  shed  tears  abimdantly. 

The  caliph,  who  understood  that  Abou  Hassan  came  to  infonn  him  t£  ifae 
death  of  his  wife,  api>carcd  extremely  atfectcd  at  it.  '*  ijod  hav«  mocy  upoa, 
her  ! "  said  he,  with  an  air  tliat  showed  how  much  he  regretted  her.  **  She  «at 
a  good  slave,  and  Zobeid^  and  1  gave  her  to  you  with  the  de«^i^  of  making  jrMi 
happy  ;  she  was  worthy  of  a  longer  life."  The  tears  then  trickled  from  hii  CTO^ 
and  be  was  forced  to  take  his  handkerchief  to  wipe  them  away. 

The  grief  of  Abou  Hassan  and  the  tears  of  the  cahph  drew  tcarr,  too,  frora 
the  grand  vizier  Giafar  and  the  other  vuicrs.     The>'  alt  lamented  the  death  4C 
Nouzhatoul  Aouad.it.  who  in  the  meantime  was  become  extremely  impaiiClU  1 
know  how  Abou  H.T-isan  had  succeeded. 

The  caliph  cntcnained  the  same  opinion  of  ihe  husband  as  Zobeidi  had 
of  the  wife,  and  imagined  he  had  been  the  cau-ic  of  her  death.  "  Wretch  \ " 
he,  in  an  angry  tone  of  voice,  "hast  thou  not  destroyed  thy  wife  by  thy  lU  tmC- 
ment  of  her?  Alt !  I  have  no  doubt  of  it :  thou  shouldst  at  least  have  had  « 
regard  for  the  Princess  Zobeid^,  my  wife,  who  loved  her  more  than  any  nf 
slaves,  and  who  only  parted  with  her  in  order  to  give  her  to  thee.  Is  thb  a  praflC 
of  thy  gratitude?" 

"  Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  answered  Abou  Hassan.  pretefMling  la  wHf 
more  bitterly  than  ever,  "  ran  your  m.ijest\'  for  a  moment  entertain  llw  tlioq{lC 
that  Abou  Hassan,  whom  you  have  loadet)  with  \'our  bounc>-  and  yoor  6ivi«n%^ 
and  on  whom  you  have  conrcnrcd  honours  to  which  he  presumed  not  to  aspirfg 
could  be  capable  of  so  much  ingratitude?  I  loved  Noi:.'h;itoui  Aouadat  ray  wilt 
as  much  on  Uiis  account  as  because  she  possessed  so  many  excellent  qtaafii 
tliat  I  could  not  wiiKhold  from  her  all  the  attachment,  all  the  tendeme«s,  and 
the  love  she  deserved  But,  please  your  m;ijcsty.  she  was  to  die.  and  God 
chosen  to  let  me  no  longer  enjoy  the  happinc^  which  I  held  from  the  bounty 
your  majesty  and  that  of  your  beloved  wife," 

In  short,  Abou  Hassan  found  mc-ins  m  roimtcrfeit  grief  so  peifertly  by  all 
outward  marks  of  a  true  affliction,  that  the  cnllph,  who  indeed  had  never 
that  he  had  behaved  ill  to  his  wife,  gave  credit  to  all  he  said,  and  did  not 
his  sincerity.     The  treasurer  of  the  palace  was  present,  and  thr  ■  '^'t* 
him  to  go  to  the  treasury  and  give  Abou  Hassan  a  nur*e  of  a  h.  ■  e» 

gold,  together  with  a  fine  piece  of  brocade,     Al>»ii  H.^san  'lir<- 
diately  at  the  feet  of  thccaliph  in  token  of  hi*  Kf^'i'utlc.    "  '.  •Tfi.%urer' 

said  the  caliph  ;  "  the  piece  of  brocade  will  serve  you  to  la}  >■  ilr',ad  wtfav 
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and  the  money  to  provide  a  fiincnil  worthy  of  her ;  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  give 
her  this  last  proof  of  your  love." 

Abou  Hassan  made  no  answer  to  these  kind  words  of  the  caliph,  but  bowed' 
pntfoundly  as  he  retired.  He  followed  the  treasurer,  and  when  the  purse  and- 
piece  of  brocade  were  delivered  to  him,  he  returned  to  his  house  perfecdv  satisfied,' 
and  thoroughly  happy  in  himself  at  having  so  readily  and  easily  found  means  to 
aapply  hts  present  necessity,  which  had  occasioned  him  so  much  anxiety. 

Souzbatoul  A0uad.1t,  tired  at  having  Ixrcn  so  long  a  time  in  confinement,  did 
not  wait  till  Abou  Hassan  should  bid  her  quit  her  uncomfortable  situation.  As 
soon  as  she  heard  the  door  open,  she  ran  tow.nrds  him.  "  Well,"  said  she,  "has 
the  caliph  been  as  easily  imposetl  upon  as  Zobeid6  was  ?"  "  You  see,"  replied 
Abou  Hassan,  Joking  and  showiri;;  her  the  purse  and  the  piece  of  brocade,  ''that 
1  know  how  to  counterfeit  affliction  for  the  death  of  a  wife  who  is  all  the  while 
ali\'e  and  in  health,  as  well  as  you  do  to  mourn  for  tliat  of  a  husband  who  is  also 
living." 

Abou  Has<ian  was  \(.Ty  clear  that  this  twofold  artifice  must  have  its  conse 
(juences.  Wherefore  \\v.  cautioned  his  wife  as  well  as  he  could  upon  alt  that  was 
hkely  to  happen,  in  order  that  they  miyht  act  in  concert,  and  he  added,  "TTie 
more  we  succeed  in  placing'  the  caliph  and  Zobeid^  in  some  sort  of  embarrass- 
ment, the  more  pleased  they  will  at  last  be;  and  perhaps  they  will  testify  their 
satisfaction  by  some  fresh  marks  of  kindness."  This  last  consideration  induced 
them  more  than  any  tr)  rarr\'  on  their  artifice  to  the  greatest  possible  length. 

Although  there  wen-  afl^airs  of  importance  to  settle  in  the  council  which  was 
then  holding,  the  caliph,  neverthcles<).  impatient  to  no  to  the  Princess  Zobeid^. 
to  condole  with  her  on  the  death  of  her  slave,  rose  very  soon  after  Abou 
Hassan's  departure,  and  adjoumcil  the  council  to  another  day  ;  the  grand  viiier 
and  the  other  viziers  took  their  leave  and  retired. 

As  soon  as  they  were  gone,  the  caliph  said  to  Mesrour.  chief  of  the  eunuchs 
of  the  paLire,  who  was  almost  always  near  his  person,  and  who  besides  was 
acquainted  with  all  his  designs,  "  Follow  me,  and  share  with  me  in  the  grief  of 
the  princess  for  the  death  of  her  slave  Nouzhatoul  Aouadat." 

Tney  went  together  to  Zobeides  a|>artment ;  when  the  caliph  was  at  the  doOr, 
he  put  back  the  upe<>tr>*a  little  way.and  perceived  the  princess  sitting  upon  her 
sofa  in  great  afHiciion.  and  her  eyes  >till  Ixithctl  in  tears. 

The  caliph  entered,  and  walking;  tip  towards  /oI>eide,  "  Madam,"  said  he,  "it 
is  unnecessar>'  to  tell  you  how  grc.it  .1  share  1  take  with  you  in  your  affliction, 
since  you  arc  not  ignorant  that  1  ain  as  scn-'ible  to  what  gives  j-ou  pain  as  I  am 
to  what  gives  you  pleasure  ;  hut  \ve  are  all  mortal,  and  »e  must  give  back  to 
God  that  life  which  He  h.ith  ^wvn  us,  whenever  He  requires  it.  Nouxhatoul 
Aouadat,  your  stave,  had  in  inilh  tuialities  which  deservedly  gained  your  es- 
teem ;  and  I  ver>'  much  approve  that  you  [five  proofs  of  it  after  her  death. 
Consider,  however,  that  your  sl)I^o^\^  will  never  bring  her  txick  again  to  life  :  so 
that  if  you  will  follow  my  advice,  and  have  any  reganl  lor  me,  you  will  take  com- 
fort upon  this  loss,  ami  |iay  more  rr^-ard  to  a  life  which  you  know  to  be  very 
precious  to  me,  and  whh  h  <  mi-'iiiuiei  the  whole  happiness  of  mine." 

If  the  prin(.css  w.i-.  1  iiaiiued  with  the  tender  sentiments  »hi>  \\  afrompanied 
the  caliph's  comjiliment-.,  she  w.is  also  otherwise  murh  surprised  to  hear  of  the 
death  of  Nouzhatoul  Aoiiad.it.  uliirli  she  did  not  expect.  This  intelligence  threw 
her  into  such  a  state  of  astoni-hinent  th.-it  she  remained  some  time  unable  to 
reply.  Her  surprise  \\.i>  miuli  increjisetl  to  hear  an  .iccount  so  entirely <lifferent 
from  what  she  had  ju^-t  l>een  (old,  .tnti  it  deprived  her  of  speech ;  at  length,  upon 
recovering  herself,  and  lej^.iinini;  her  toice,  "  Commander  of  the  Faithful, "  said 
she,  with  an  air  and  tone  still  expressive  of  her  astonishment,  "  1  am  ver)'  sensible 
to  all  the  tender  sentiments  which  you  express  for  me  ;  but  .illow  me  to  say  that 
I  do  not  at  all  undcrst.md  the  intelligence  yuu  give  mc  of  the  death  of  my  slave: 
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she  is  in  pericct  liealth.    Cod  preserve  us  both,  sire ;  but  if  you  tee  me  ■ffhcfrl,. 
it  is  at  the  death  of  Abou  Hassan  her  husband,  your  favourite,  whom  I  esteem 
much  for  the  regard  I  know  you  have  for  bun,  as  because  ygu  Imvc  had 
ness  to  introduce  him  to   mv  acquaintance,  and  that  he  ha^  sumctilius 
agreeably  entertained  me.     But,  sire,  the  insensibility  which  1  see  m  yoa . 
death,  and  the  forgetful  ness  you  m.'vnifest  in  so  very  tittle  time  .ifier  ibe 
you  have  given  me  of  the  pleasure  you  rereived  from  having  him  near 
me  with  surprise  and  astoni-ihinent.     And  this  insensibility  appears  to 
more  from  the  change  you  seem  disposed  to  make,  m  tellbg  me  of  tbe  < ' 
ray  slave,  mstcad  of  speaking  of  his  death." 

The  caliph,  who  supposed  he  was  perfectly  well  tfiformed  of  the  dealh  ol 
slave,  and  who  had  reason  to  believe  it  from  what  he  liad  »een  aiMl  fam^rj 
began  to  laugh  and  raise  his  shoulders  at  hearing  Zobcide  talk  in  thii 
"  Mcsrour,"  said  he,  turning  towards  and  speaking  to  him,  •'  what  say  j-ou  to  dm 
speech  of  the  princess?  Is  it  not  true  ihai  Udies  have  sometimes  ttraace 
wanderings  of  the  understanding,  thai  one  can  scarcely  pardon  f  For,  in  ihcMt, 
you  have  both  heard  and  seen,  as  well  as  myself  And  turning  agaiB  Id 
Zobeid^,  "Madam,"  said  he,  "shed  no  more  tears  for  Abou  Hassan,  for  ha  ■ 
perfecUy  well  Weep  rather  for  the  death  of  your  dear  st.-ive :  it  is  leareely  a 
moment  since  her  husband  came  into  my  apanmcnt  all  m  tears,  and  so  BmbcIi 
afflicted  as  to  give  me  pain,  to  announce  to  me  tlie  death  of  his  wife.  I  onkfflri 
a  purse  of  a  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  and  a  piece  <W  brocade,  to  be  given  blflif  t^ 
wards  consoling  him,  and  rielraving  the  funeral  expenses  of  the  dead  Iwlj- 
Mcsrour  here  was  witness  of  all  tfiat  passed,  and  can  tell  you  the  same  thill(.' 

This  discourse  of  the  caliph  did  not  appear  to  the  princess  to  be  scrioos:  Ae 
thought  he  only  meant  to  impose  upon  her.  *•  Commander  of  the  FaJthfa),* 
replied  she,  "although  it  be  your  custom  to  joke.  I  must  say  this  is  noi  a  pteyer 
time  tn  do  so.  What  I  have  been  saymg  is  quite  .a  fierious  matter  :  the  dwife  if 
my  slave  is  not  the  present  question,  but  the  death  of  her  husband  Aboa  Hawaa, 
whose  fate  1  lament,  and  which  you  ought  to  lament  wiOi  me." 

"And  1,  madam,"  replied  the  caliph,  becoming  now  much  more  serious,  "  I  idl 
you  without  jesting  tnat  you  arc  mistaken.  It  is  Nouxhaloul  Aouadat  wbo  U 
dead  ;  and  it  is  Abou  Hassan  who  is  alive  and  in  perfect  health." 

Zobeid^  was  piqued  at  this  dr)-  reply  of  the  caliph.  "  Commander  of  tb« 
Faithful,"  resumed  she  in  an  earnest  accent,  "  m.iy  God  keep  you  from 
lor^  under  this  mistake  :  you  would  make  me  suppose  you  are  sot  in  \ 
right  mind.  Allow  me  to  repent  once  more  that  it  is  Abou  Hassan  that  b 
and  that  Nouzhatoul  Aouadat,my  slave,  uidow  of  the  deceased,  is  cenainlyalh^ 
It  is  not  an  hour  since  she  left  mc.  She  came  hither  quite  in  despair,  and  fal  a 
state  which  alone  would  have  drawn  tears  from  me.  cvm  ihiMigh  she  had  om, 
amidst  continual  sobs,  told  inc  the  real  chusc  of  her  affliction.  A*!  mv  wocBCtt 
have  been  weeping  with  me,  and  they  cm  give  you  the  \nv>%X  Ci'  'fooik 

They  will  tell  you. ilso  that  I  made  her  a  present  of  a  purse  nf  a  hi;  _  rLVkdt 

gokl  and  a  piece  of  brocade  ;  and  the  grief  you  obscr\'cd  in  iny  countenance 
when  you  entered  was  as  much  caused  by  the  death  of  her  husband  as  by  tbe 
distress  in  which  I  had  Just  seen  her.  I  was  even  going  to  send  you  my  cqbh 
plimenis  of  condolence  at  the  time  you  made  your  appeiirance." 

"  Madam,"  cried  the  caliph,  with  a  loud  Liugh  at  these  wordsof  Zobcidt,*ttiB 
is  a  very  strange  ubstinac)-,  and  fur  my  port  1  must  tell  you."  resBaoif  Mi 
aerioua  tone,  "  that  it  is  Nouihatoul  Aouadat  who  is  dead.''  "  N'o,  I  tell  vev>* 
replied  Zobeid^  instantly,  and  earnestly  also, "  it  is  Abou  Hassan  who  is  OBMt 
you  shall  never  make  me  believe  otherwise." 

Fire  sparkled  in  the  caliph's  c>-es  from  .inger ;  he  sat  on  the  sofa,  but  at  «  gRrt 
distance  from  the  princess;  and  speaking  tn  Mesmur,  **  Go  this  mameiU,*Sifal 
he,  *-and  see  which  of  the  two  is  dead,  and  instantly  bring  me  word.    AJtbaoch 
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I  am  (piiw  cprtftin  that  it  is  Nouzhatmil  Aouadat  who  is  deid,  I  would  rather 
lake  this  step  than  be  any  longer  positive  in  a  matter  of  which  I  am  nevertheless 
perfectly  convinced." 

The  caliph  had  not  ended  before  Mesrour  was  gone.  "  Vuu  wilt  see  in  a 
moment,"  coniimicd  he.  speaking  to  Zobcidtr, "  who  is  rii;ht,  you  or  I."  **  For 
:iny  pan.'  replied  Z*>bcidt,  "  I  very  well  know  thai  I  am  rij^ht,  and  you  will  your- 
self see  that  it  is  Abuu  Hassan  who  is  dead,  as  1  told  you."  "  And  1,"  resumed 
the  caliph,  "am  so  assured  that  it  is  Nauihatoul  Aouadat,  that  1  will  bet  you 
any  wa^er  that  you  please  that  she  is  not  in  being,  and  that  Abou  Hassan  ts 
^-er^'  welL"  "  Do  not  think  lo  carry  your  point  so,'  replied  Zobeidfe.  "  I  accept 
your  va^r.  I  am  so  persuaded  of  the  death  of  Abou  Hassan,  that  I  am  ready 
10  stake  whatever  I  hold  most  precious  against  what  you  please  of  e\'er  so  linle 
value;  You  very  well  know  my  turn  and  inclination,  and  therefore  what  I  love 
best ;  >T>u  have  only  to  choose  and  propose :  I  will  abide  by  it,  be  tlic  consequence 
what  it  may/'  "  Since  this  is  the  case, "  said  the  caliph, "'  1  stake  my  garden  of 
di^hts  against  your  palace  of  pictures.  One  is  as  good  as  the  other."  '^Vhetlier 
youf  ganicD,"  replied  Zobeidi;,  "  is  better  than  my  palace  is  not  the  ouesiion 
ai  present  between  us.  The  business  is  for  you  to  select  whatever  you  please  nf 
mine  to  set  .i^.iinst  what  you  may  bet  on  your  part.  I  will  consent  to  it,  and  the 
"•nga  is  settled.  I  shall  not  be  the  first  to  retract,  1  declare  to  God."  The  caliph 
took  the  s-ime  oath,  and  they  waited  in  expectation  of  Mesrour's  return. 

While  the  catiph  and  Zobeid^  were  contending  so  cimescty  and  with  so  much 
mnth,  whether  it  was  Abou  Hassan  or  Nouzhatoul  Aouadat  tliai  wa:>  dead, 
^_  bbou  Hassan,  who  had  foreseen  their  altercation  upon  this  point,  was  extremely 
-^Uttntive  to  wttate\-cr  might  liappcn.  When  he  saw  .Slesrour  at  a  distance  through 
'Vbe  lattice  near  which  he  sat  conversing  with  his  unfe,  and  observed  that  he  wa$ 
'^ax&iag  straight  to  their  aprtments,  he  immediately  understood  for  what  purpose 
-Vhwu  dispatched.  He  told  his  wife  to  pretend  to  be  dead  once  more,  as  they 
Vud  before  agreed,  and  to  lose  no  time. 

In  fact,  there  was  no  time  to  lo:>c.  and  it  was  as  much  as  he  could  do,  before 
-^Mcsrour  arrived,  to  place  his  wife  upon  the  ground  again,  and  to  spread  over  her 
^fche  fuece  of  brocade  which  the  caliph  had  ordered  Im  be  given  him.  He  chen 
■^capened  the  door  of  his  apartment,  and  n-ith  a  melancholy  and  dejected  counie- 
^«~3aace,  holding  his  handkerchief  before  his  eyes,  he  seated  himself  at  the  head  of 
^*-Jic  pretended  deceased. 

Scarcely  was  this  done  when  Mesrour  entered  the  chamber.    The  funeral  pre- 

"^"^ ration,  which  he  immediately  saw,  gave  him  secret  plea!>tire  as  ^  as  it  regarded 
^t-  he  commission  with  which  he  w.ts  charged  by  the  caliph.  As  soon  as  Abou 
^t  hs&an  saw  him,  he  rose  to  meet  him,  and  respectfully  lussing  his  hand,  "  Sir," 
4  he,  sighing  and  lamenting.  "  you  sec  mc  in  the  greatest  rj^bction  possible 
the  death  of  my  dear  wife  Nouzliatoul  Aouadat,  whom  you  honoured  with 
IT  kindness." 

Mesrour  was  tnuch  aftected  with  this  adtlress,  nor  was  it  possible  for  him  to 

^^^~^ie  a  few  tears  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased.     He  lifted  up  the  cloth  a  Ultle 

ray  which  covered  the  body  towards  her  head,  that  he  might  lf>ok  at  her  face, 

rhich  was  then  to  be  seen;  and  letting  it  fall  .-igain  after  he  had  taken  a  slight 

',  with  a  deep  sigh,  he  said.  "  There  is  no  other  pot!  but  Ood :  wc  must  aQ 

nil  10  His  will,  and  cvcr>-  creature  must  return  to  Him.   Nouth;»lauI  Aouadat, 

good  sister '.  "  added  he.  sighin;;  again.  "  your  destiny  has  been  of  very  short 

Uion  :  Cod  have  mercy  upon  you !  "     He  "thct\  tLmcu  towards  .Abou  Hassan, 

Nrba  was  bathed  in  tears :  "  It  is  not  without  reason,"  said  he,  "  that  women  son»- 

^■*iuu  know  not  what  tlicy  say,  which  cannot  be  e.\rused.     Zobeidi,  most  exccl- 

tut  miitress  a*  she  is,  is  now  in  this  piedicamenL     She  would  m.-untain  to  the 

^-^lipb  that  it  was  you  who  was  dead,  and  not  your  wife.    And  let  the  caliph  say 

■hat  he  will  to  the  contrarv',  in  order  to  convince  her  by  the  strongest  and  most 
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serious  nssurinces,  he  cannot  sacceed.  He  has  even  called  me  as  a  witness  v» 
vouch  fur  the  truth  in  connrmalion  of  it,  since  you  well  know  I  was  present  when 
you  came  t<i  icll  him  Uiis  afflicting  news ;  but  all  to  iw  purpose,  TTiey  were 
so  earnest  ant]  obstinate  in  their  altercation,  that  it  wouM  not  h.ivc  cndciJ  if  the 
caliph,  in  order  to  convince  ZobeUI6,  had  not  determined  to  wrnd  nic  hirher  to 
know  the  truiti  with  certainty.  Rut  I  am  afraid  It  will  nut  answer;  fur  take  what 
method  ymi  please  with  women  to  make  them  undcrst;ind  a  insider,  they  air 
unconquerably  obstinate  when  once  ihey  have  taken  a  ihinfj  In  -    i.ads.* 

*'  God  presen'e  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful  in  the  possv  :ood  use 

of  his  excellent  understanding.''  replied  Abou  Hassan,  the  tcai>  miu  h,  i\\%  tyti* 
and  his  words  interrupted  by  M>bs,  "  You  >cc  the  state  of  the  case,  and  tlut  1 
have  not  imposed  upon  his  nwjesty.  And  would  to  Cod,"  cried  he.  the  beiicr  to 
carry  on  the  cheat, "  that  I  had  never  found  occasion  to  go  to  liini  with  sucb 
loelancholy,  such  afflictin:;  information.  Alas !  *  added  he,  "  I  cannot  tind  weeds 
express  the  irreparable  loss  I  have  this  day  sustained."  "True."  rcpljcd 
STOur, "  and  I  can  assure  you  I  share  very  sincerely  in  your  affliction.  How- 
ever, you  must  be  comforted,  and  not  thus  entirely  give  way  to  your  gntC  I 
must  leave  you,  contnu)*  to  my  inclination,  to  return  to  the  caliph ;  but  I  beg  as 
a  fcaN-our,"  continued  he,  "that  you  would  not  let  the  body  be  carried  a»-ay  until 
I  return,  for  I  am  desirous  of  being  present  at  her  interment,  and  following  bar 
with  my  ptayers." 

Mcsrour  w  js  goinf;  away  to  give  an  account  <^  his  commission,  when  Aboa 
Hassan,  who  waiieil  upon  liim  to  the  door,  observed  that  he  had  no  claim  to  the 
honour  he  intended  him.  Lest  Mesrour  should  turn  back  immediatelv  tn  ssv 
soraethinc  else,  he  followed  him  with  his  eye  for  some  time,  and  wh<  i   '  '■•-.m 

at  a  considerable  distance,  he  came  b.ick  to  his  chamber,  and  i  .it- 

hatoul  Aouadat  from  the  covering  under  which  she  lay, "This, then, '  •■.<,<i  nK,"i% 


a  new  scene  in  our  uluy.  but  1  suppose  it  will  not  be  the  last :  and  cctxainly  the 
Princeii  Zobeidt'  will  nut  pay  any  regard  to  Mesrour's  report,  but  on  the  contnn' 
will  lau^h  at  him,  her  reasons  are  too  strong  again^a  givini^  credit  in  him :  so  thai 
wc  must  cxjiect  some  new  event."  While  Abou  Hassan  was  saymj;  this,  Nour- 
haioul  Aouadat  had  time  to  put  on  her  dress  again :  they  both  then  resumed 
their  scat  on  tlie  sofa  near  the  lattice,  in  order  to  obscr\'e  what  was  passing. 

In  the  meantime  Mesrour  reached  Zobeid^'s  apartment  He  enicrca  ber 
cabinet  laughing  and  clapping  his  liands,  as  a  man  would  do  who  had  sotnethuBf; 
agreeable  to  communicate.  The  caliph  was  naturally  of  an  impatient  tenucr- 
He  wished  to  have  the  matter  instantly  cleared  up.  Llesides.  he  was  urgeaoB 
to  it  by  the  challenge  of  the  princess.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  he  saw  Mesroor. 
"  Wicked  slave  '. "  cried  he,  "  this  is  no  time  for  laughing ;  you  say  not  a  won! 
Speak  out  boldly :  who  m  dead,  the  husband  or  the  wife  ?" 

"Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  inmicdiately  answered  Mesrour,  ptxtilif  Oil  a 
serious  countenance,  *'  it  is  Nouihaloul  Aouadat  that  is  dead  ;  and  Abou  HUBU 
is  still  as  much  afflicted  as  when  he  lately  appeareil  before  your  majesty.'* 

Without  givmg  time  for  Mesrour  to  proceed,  the  caliph  broke  out.  "  Coed 
news  I"  cried  he,  witlj  a  loud  burst  of  hiiighter:  "It  is  only  a  macncni  sinte 
Zobcid^,  your  mistress,  was  in  possession  of  the  palace  of  pictures.  It  ti  wy* 
mine.  It  was  betted  against  my  garden  ofdclii^'hts  since  you  left  us,  so  thai  yim 
could  not  have  gi\-cn  nnc  greater  pleasure.  I  will  take  care  to  rcwaitt  you.  Mt 
no  more  of  this.     Tell  me  every  particular  of  what  you  ha^T  seen." 

"  Con>mander  of  the  Fjiihful,"  Mesrour  went  on,  "when  I  rrached  Abou 
H.issan's  ip.irtmcnts,  I  went  into  the  chamber,  which  was  opca  I  fouod  him 
still  i»-eeping.  and  very  much  afflicted  at  the  death  of  his  wife  Nou^tnixail 
Aouadat.  He  was  seated  near  the  he.ad  of  the  deceased,  who  was  placed  in 
the  middle  of  the  room,  with  her  feet  turned  towards  Mcccs,  the  body  covcied 
with  Oui  oiocc  of  brocade  which  your  majesty  lately  presented  lo  Aboa  Hasau. 
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■Aficr  bestifytag  the  share  I  look  in  hid  gricf^  I  drew  near,  and,  lifting  the  covering 

oflbc  deceaicd  near  the  head,  1  knew  :t^ain  Nuuzkicoiil  Aoiudat.  whose  face 

•vai  drrady  swollen  and  much  changed.  I  very  earnestly  exhorted  Abou  Hassan 

to  be  tumforied,  and  when  I  cime  away  I  expressed  my  wish  to  be  prerieiit  at 

CJie  loterment  tif  his  wife,  and  that  he  would  not  suffer  the  corpse  to  be  carried 

~  .43  the  grave  till  I  should  come.    Thi&  is  all  I  have  to  tell  yuur  majesty  in  con- 

]uence  of  the  order  which  you  gave  me." 

^'hen  Mesrourhad  finished  hi:i  report,  "  I  ask  >'ou  no  more  questions,"  said 
'SJie  ciiiph.  kiughinR  vcr>*  heartily  ;  '*  I  am  perfectly  sadsfied  with  your  exactncis.'* 
-^*\ik1  addrcssm^  the  Princess  Zobeid^, "'  Well,  madam,"  said  the  caliph,  "have 
^^ma  anvthi:^  ^tiU  to  say  in  uppoaition  to  so  evident  a  truth?  Do  you  continue 
'^C-o  thiok  that  Nomhatoul  Aouadat  is  still  living,  and  that  Abou  Hassan  is  dead  ? 
^^■nd  do  you  not  confess  that  you  have  lost  your  wager  ?^ 

Zobeid^  could  hy  no  means  l>c  satisfied  that  Mcsrour  had  made  a  tnie  report. 
How,  sire,  can  you  think  iliat  I  shall  believe  this  slave  r  He  is  an  impertinent 
r,  who  knows  not  what  he  says.  1  am  neither  blind  ncr  deprived  of  my 
%.  1  have  seen  with  my  own  eyes  Nouzhatout  Aouadat  under  the  greatest 
tion ;  I  have  myself  spoken  to  her,  and  1  heard  perfccdy  what  she  told  me 
icerning  the  death  of  hcr.busband." 
*  Madam,"  returned  Mesrour, "  I  swear  by  your  life,  and  by  the  hfc  of  the 
'^^^bnimander  of  tlic  Faithful,  the  most  precious  things  in  the  world  to  tne,  that 
%*ouihatriu]  Aou.iilat  is  dead,  ami  that  Abou  Has&an  is  alive."  "  Thou  liest,  vile 
_  conicmpiihic  slave!"  replied  ^ilxridt-,  in  a  violent  passion,  "and  1  will  con- 
"•ound  thee  in  a  moment"  She  immediately  called  her  women  by  clapping  her 
Tbe\'  instantly  entered  in  great  nmnbcrs.  "  Come  hither,"  said  the 
^Kannccu  to  them;  "tell  mc  the  truth.  Who  is  the  person  that  came  to  me  a 
^B  Jiuit  time  before  the  Commander  of  the  Faiiliful  made  his  vii^it  here?"  The 
~^to«cinMn  all  answered  that  it  w.is  the  poor  afflicted  Nouzhatoul  Aouadat.  And 
"^^aiieaJdng  to  her  trcasurcss,  **  What  u-as  it  I  ordered  you  to  give  her  upon  going 
ray  ?"  "  .Madam,"  replied  the  treasuress,  '*  1  gave  to  Nouzhatoul  Aouadat,  by 
V  ina,jefet>''s  order,  a  purse  of  a  hundred  pieces  of  gold  and  a  piece  of  brocade, 

jjdl  she  took  away  with  her."     "Well   then,  wretch,  unworthy  slave  I"  said 

■^^Soheiilt  to  Mesrour,  in  great  indignation,  "  what  canst  tliou  say  to  all  ihou  hast 
beard  ?  Wluim  tlitnkc^t  thgu  I  am  now  to  believe,  thee,  or  my  treasuress, 
women,  and  myself  ?" 
Mesrour  did  not  (ail  in  reasons  to  oppose  this  .iddress  of  the  princess  ;  but  as 
Kis  afraid  of  irritating  her  still  more,  he  chose  the  more  pr\ident  part«  and  * 
^^  uuaincd  silent,  thoroughly  convinced  all  tltc  while  by  the  proofs  he  had  met 
"^^with  that  Nouzhatoul  Aouadat  was  dead,  and  not  Abou  Hassan. 

DurmE  this  altercation  between  Zobcid^  and  Mesrour  the  caliph,  who  had 
■bsencu  the  pn»ofs  brought  on  both  sides,  and  which  each  party  thought  irre- 
'able,  and  still  persmidcd  that  the  princess  was  in  the  wrong,  as  well  by  what 
I  passed  in  liis  own  conversation  with  Abou  Hassan  as  by  what  .Mesrour  just 
^  tutffted.  laughed  heartily  at  seeing  Zobeid^  in  such  a  rage  with  Mesrour. 
~  Madam,  lo  speak  once  more,"  said  he  to  her,  "  I  know  not  who  says  that 
'^^vonen  are  sometimes  beside  thetnselvcs:  allow  me  to  say  that  you  tnakc  it 
"^^ppear  nothing  was  ever  more  truly  said.  Mesrour  is  but  just  returned  from 
.^\baa  Hassan'a  apartments-  He  tells  vuu  he  lias  seen  with  )tis  own  eyes  Nouz- 
^fcttlonl  Aouadat  lying  dead  in  the  middle  of  her  ch.TjnbLT,  and  Abou  Hassan 
^^ittiog  near  the  deceased;  and,  notwithstanding  this  testimony,  which  cannot 
^■Xftsonablv  be  objected  against,  you  will  not  believe  it.     It  is  a  matter  I  cannot 

_  _/-  lied  not  10  hear  the  representations  of  the  caliph.    "  Commander 

'  iai-  I-  ji-.iiiul."  resumed  she,  "  pardon  mc  if  I  have  a  little  suspicion  of  yon  ;   I 

plainly  that  you  arc  leagued  with  Mesrour  in  a  design  to  ua&e  tne,  and  to 
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try  my  patience  to  the  utmost.   And  as  I  perceive  that  the  'Icsreor 

ha&  inndc  is  arr-ingcil  between  you,  I  beg  you  would  wW  also  ■ 

perMtn  un  my  part  to  Abou  Hassan's  apartments,  that  1  ....i.  >vm.>»  •.;>eiher  I 
am  in  error." 

The  mliph  gave  his  consent,  and  the  princess  sent  her  nurse  upon  this  im- 
portant errand.  She  van  a  %vomRn  far  advanced  in  hfe,  who  had  alwa\-a  rcnuined 
iinth  Zobcid^  from  ht-r  infancy,  and  who  was  now  present  wuh  the  other  women. 
"Nurse,"  said  she,  "attend  to  what  1  say.  Go  to  Abou  Hassan's  bofisc,  or 
rather  to  that  of  Nouihatoul  Aouadat,  since  Abou  Hassan  is  dead.  Yuu  see 
what  is  the  nature  of  my  dispute  with  the  Commander  of  ihc  Faithful  and  vriih 
Mesrour:  there  is  no  occasion  to  say  any  more  to  you,  Clear  up  the  uhoie  to 
me,  and  if  you  bring  me  back  a  good  account,  a  valuable  present  shall  be  made 
to  you.     Go  quickly,  and  rerum  without  delay." 

The  nurse  departed,  to  the  ^cat  joy  of  die  caliph,  who  wa^  delighted  to  see 
Zobcid6  in  this  cml^arrassment;  but  Mesrour,  extremely  mortified  at  seeint;  the 
princess  so  antfry  with  him,  was  in  search  of  some  means  to  .ippeasc  ber,  and  to 
contrire  that  the  caliph  and  Zobeidi^  should  be  both  ^atisiicd  with  him ;  lor  wfaxh 
reason  he  was  delighted  as  soon  as  he  s;lw  Zobeid^  desirous  nf  sending  her  wane 
to  Abou  Hassan's,  l>ecau&e  he  was  persuaded  th.it  the  report  she  woutd  make 
would  correspcmd  entirely  with  his  own,  and  would  scr^e  to  Justify  him  aad 
restore  him  .ij^in  to  her  favour. 

Abou  Hassan,  in  the  meantime,  who  w.-is  always  placed  sentinel  ai  the  Utlice, 
perceived  the  nurse  at  some  distance.  He  immediately  conceived  what  mm  be 
her  errand  on  the  part  of  Zobeid6.  He  called  his  wife ;  and  without  a  nsaiDent'ft 
he^ilalion  as  to  wliat  was  to  be  done,  "  Here."  said  he.  "comes  the  prmceu's 
nurse  to  inquire  into  the  truth ;  I  must  a);ain  play  the  dead  man  in  my  turn." 

Everything  was  ready.  Nouihatoul  placed  Abou  Hassm  upon  the  grovDd, 
threw  over  him  the  piece  of  brocade  which  Zobeid^  had  K'^'cn  her.  and  plicad 
the  turban  on  his  face.  The  nurse,  in  her  eagerness  to  execute  her  —  iniTff'Vtr 
came  thither  as  quickly  as  she  could.  Entering  the  chamber,  she  pcfCPPBP 
Nouzhaioul  Aouadat  with  her  hair  dishevelled,  all  in  tears,  beating  ncr  bRMtf 
and  cheeks,  and  uttering  loud  lamentations. 

She  drew  near  this  pretended  widow :  "  My  dear  Nouihatoul  Aouadat.*  svd 
she,  in  a  very  meUnchtily  tone  of  voice,  "  I  am  not  come  to  disturb  your  grief, 
nor  to  prevent  your  shedding  tears  for  a  husband  who  loved  you  so  teoderty.* 
"  Ah !  my  good  mother,"  instantly  replied  the  pretended  widow,  and  in  a  tone  n 
excuc  compassion,  "  you  see  to  what  a  wTetched  situation  I  am  reduced.  o«r* 
whelmed  wuh  distress  at  the  recent  loss  of  my  dear  Abou  H  assan.  wliom  ZobeaiH!, 
my  dear  mistress  and  yours,  and  the  Commander  of  the  F  ■"M'.i  V^^d  rnm  or 
for  a  husband  \    Abou  Hassan,  my  dear  husband."  cricil  "what  h«we 

I  done  thai  thou  shouldst  so  soon  abandon  me?     Have  :  ^ aya  foUewri 

your  mclinition  rather  than  my  own?  Alas !  what  will  become  of  tkc  pcM 
Nouihatoul  Aou.idai?" 

The  nurse  was  in  utter  asionithment  at  seeing  everything  concnfy  lo  wbac  ife* 
chief  of  the  eunuchs  had  reported  to  the  caliph.  "This  black-laced  Mesraor/ 
exclaimed  she  earnestly,  raising  her  bands,  "  well  descn'cs  the  corae  of  Ced,ABr 
having  been  the  occasion  of  so  great  a  quarrel  between  my  good  nuscrrts  aad  the 
Commander  nf  the  Faithful,  by  such  a  notorious  Ire  as  he  has  told  them,  t  iDBit, 
my  child,"  addeil  she,  addressing  herself  to  NomhatDul  AoiLidnt.  "  I  musC  teO 
you  the  wickedness  and  fntschoiHJ  of  this  wretch  Meiroiir.  wli  -itwned 

with  inconceivable  impudence  to  our  good  mistress,  th.it  wi:  ul,  sad 

Abou  Hassan  living."  "Alas!  my  good  mother,"  rncd  Noiwri.-i:..,  i  AovadM* 
"would  to  God  he  had  spoken  the  truth  \  I  should  not  be  under  the  aJ!6ctiM 
you  see  me,  nor  be  lamenting  a  husband  that  was  so  dear  to  mfe"   At  theafl  LM 


HM  to  go  bttianily  ami  >lc()ver  ni>  i;u>'  fron  the  4itumaM  Race  m 

aatMiKf  into  which  thi*  bWic  vill.nn  hnt  ttiiuwn  h«r  by  his  impudcm  faladtood. 


warinE  her  with  an  laih  titai  v»i  w»f  drad.' 
Zobwdyj  nunc  had  ».-.■'  v.r  door  upon  leaving  them  wtirn  Nnulia- 

ml  Aoiu^,  who  mu  <  !><!  wnuld  not  rttunu  ai  ihc  w.i«  io  MCh 

ilORttirn  IO  i1m!  pnnrtti,  »  i]>cd  titrr  cyu.  took  off  the  tfalii|Ci  to  wliK-h  AbOu 
wnppcd,  and  they  rctumrd  tof;rthcT  Io  thdr  pbccs  <m  th«  M<a, 
wUliiiK  tiiervant  fl^  their  ariiticr.  and  alw«jr«|K«fMnd  taftt  ostof  iha 
U  wkatewr  lum  the  imltcr  thould  i»kt, 

i^t  nunc  in  ihe  meaalitiM;  notmth»umiiac  btr  fr«u  ac*i  mnnird  with 
pace  than  the  cunc  avL  Th«  pleauwe  «  brlnnaf  tb«  prtaccu  a  (food 
■CBQMBi,  and  atiU  more,  tbe  bept  of  a  ceod  reward.  occaikiMd  bcr  to  arrive  in  • 
««T  dun  timtk  Sb*  «Rered  iho  cafaifio  of  dM  prteetai  atawM  out  d  fanatlL 
■■d  crviac  >n  accouM  of  her  coaunlitlda,  ihe  nhtcd  hi  an  vtleaa  laMUur  all 


\i 


ZobMfc  heard  the  nune'irqwn  with  a  KUnbcnoaibecooM  IMA  coecaaL  Tin 

MMH  the  had  fimahed.  the  uud  (o  tite  mine,  hi  a  lone  oi  vok*  «ipnHi««  of 

tavhif  tuned  her  pgini,  "  Kcjicat  the  umc  tbin>;  Io  Ihe  CoMRMlMler  d  da 


Faithful,  u'ho  looks  upon  us  as  deprived  of  our  senses,  and  who  besides 
have  il  tlioit^ht  that  wc  have  nti  sentiinent  of  reglian,  Uiat  »e  Lave  no  fca 
God.    Tell  It  to  this  wicked  black  sl.ive,  who  ha&  the  insolence  to  nuunLUx:^  ^ 
my  ^cc  what  is  not  true  in  a.  maiivr  which  1  know  better  th.in  he  does." 

Mesrour.  who  was  in  expectation  that  the  nurse's  expedition,  sod  Uie  re^xr^ 
she  was  to  make,  would  prove  favourable,  was  excessively  mortilied  to  find     t^ 
all  turned  out  quite  difVerenUv*.     Besides,  be  wa^i  very  mucb  clu};nned  xt.   tht^ 
excessive  displi-j>urc  which  Zobeidc  showed  towards  him  about  x  ioct  ^'Jtici 
appeared  to  liim  the  most  certain  thing  in  the  world.     For  this  reason  he  ■» 
much  pleased  at  having  an  opportunity  uf  explaining  himself  freely  to  the  ttnng 
rallier  ihan  tn  the  princess,  whom  he  did  not  presume  to  .iniwer.  for  fear  of  beiiy 
guilty  uf  disrespect :  "Toothless  old  wonLin,    said  he  to  the  nurse, "'  I  tell  tftcr 
plainly,  thou  art  a  liar;  there  is  not  a  word  of  truth  in  wh.tt  thou  sayest.  I  ^> 
Kith  my  own  eyes  Nouihntoul  Aouadat  tvingdead  in  the  middle  of  licrchan)t>cr.' 
"  Thou  art  a  liar,  a  notorious  liur,  thyself,'  rcpbcd  tlic  nurse  with  an  air  of  in'  J-i. 
*'to  dart:  to  maintain  such  a  falsehood,  and  to  me,  who  am  ju&t  returned  boa 
Abou  Hass-m's  house,  whom  I  saw  lyinj;  dead,  and  who  has  left  his  wife  bebintl 
him  perfectly  alut.** 

"  1  am  not  an  impostor,"  replied  Mrsruur ;  "  it  is  thou  who  art  trying  toiBiilciil 
us."  "  What  a  gross  piece  of  impudence,"  returned  the  nurse,  "  lo  pvcttinedmi 
to  charge  nic  with  a  falsehood  in  the  presence  of  their  majesties,  who  am  jt* 
returned  from  secinj^  with  my  own  eyes  the  truth  of  what  I  have  the  booootcf 
reporting."  **  Nunc," rejoined  Mcsruur,  "thouhadst  better  say  no  mare;  tbouiB 
doting.^ 

Zobeidfr  i.*ou1d  no  longer  bear  thi>  want  of  respect  in  Mesrour.  who,  wtlbM 
scruple,  irealcil  her  nurse  so  contemptuously  in  htr  presence.  Without,  ihrrt- 
Bare,  giving  her  nurse  time  to  answer  this  atrocious  reproach,  **  CoounaAdir  <i 
the  Kaithlul,"  said  she  to  the  cattph, "  I  3ppe;d  to  your  justice  rcspcctiiq  ^ 
insolent  behaviour,  which  concerns  you  as  much  as  myscu."  She  oaald  s>f  ■ 
more,  her  vexiitiim  was  so  escevsivc.  but  burst  into  tears. 

The  caliph,  who  had  heard  all  this  altercation,  was  s-ery  much  embviUML 
It  was  to  no  purpose  that  he  silently  g^ve  all  possible  attention  to  Uk  oWi 
he  knew  not  Mhai  to  think  of  so  murli  contradiction.  The  princess  ff^  bcrpu^ 
as  well  as  Mesrour,  the  nurse,  and  lemalc  slaves  who  were  present,  knew  not  ito 
to  think  of  it,  and  were  silenL  The  caliph  at  last  be^n:  "  Madam,"  svd  '>'• 
addressing  hira>clf  to  ZobcidO,  "  1  see  clearly  we  arc  all  liars;  I  first,  you  neC. 
then  Mesrour,  and  then  the  nurse— at  least,  it  appears  that  no  one  of  us  is  cw»* 
worthy  of  crtxlit  th;m  another ;  s<:>  let  us  rise,  ana  go  ourselves  to  the  spot,  ud 
make  out  on  which  side  the  truth  lies;  I  see  no  other  way  of  dcahnc  a^<^ 
doubts  and  quieting  our  minds." 

Saying  this,  the  caliph  rose,  the  princess  followed  him,  and  Mesrour  nfti*C 
before  to  open  the  door.  "  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  said  he,  "I  amw^ 
rejoiced  your  majesty  has  taken  thi>i  step,  and  I  shall  be  more  so  who  1 1^ 
convince  the  nurse,  not  that  she  is  dotinj;,  because  that  expression  has  Inl  ^ 
misfortune  to  ofTend  my  good  mistress,  but  that  the  report  %he  ittade  i*  not  W*' 
The  nurse  quickly  replied,  "  Hold  thy  tongue,  bUck-ucct  nobody  heRlMltkf> 
self  can  be  p»5sibly  dotmg." 

Zobeidi,  who  was  unusually  angry  witli  Mcsruur,  could  i>ol  bear  that  he  Am^ 
again  attack  her  nurse.     She  took  her  pari,  therefore.     **  Vde  slave  !*  sai4  ^ 
"whatever  thou  maycst  say,  I  siill  maintain  that  my  nurse  \i\^  -  j-l^.,  iI^  .-itli 
thee  I  can  only  regard  as  a  liar."    "  .\I.idam,"  ansMiTcd  M* 

is  so  truly  assured  that  Nouihatoul  Aouadat  is  ali\'c,  and  t!i..i  ..,-  , 

dead,  let  her  make  but  some  bet  wiUi  me:  she  would  not  dare.'*  The  none^ 
readv  with  an  answer :  "  I  actually-  do  dare,  *  said  siic,  "  and  take  tbet  K  *^ 
word.     Let  us  &ee  whether  thou  wilt  sund  to  iL"    Mesrour  kept  bb  wotA:  i** 


^ 
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nunc  nnd  he  made  a  wager  in  the  presence  of  the  caliph  and  the  princess,  of  a 
piece  of  ^old  brocade,  with  silver  Howcrs,  such  .is  either  of  them  should  pitch 
upon. 

The  apanment  which  the  caliph  and  Znbeidc  left,  iilthou^^h  at  some  disunce, 
was  direct])'  opposite  to  those  in  which  Abou  Hassan  and  .S'ouzhatoul  Aouadat 
Jived.  Abou  H:issan,  who  saw  them  coming, preceded  by  .Mesrour,and  followed 
h\  the  nurM;.  with  a  great  number  of  Zobcidc's  women,  immediately  apprised  his 
wife  of  it,  tellin^r  her  that  he  never  was  more  mistaken  if  they  were  not  to  be 
soon  honoured  with  a  visit  from  them.  Nouzhatoul  Aou-idat  looked  through  the 
lattice  and  saw  them  coming.  Alth(iu),'h  her  husband  had  tcild  her  beforehand 
what  was  likely  to  happen,  she  was.  ncvcrtheltfs<>.  surprised.  "  What  shall  we  do?" 
cried  she.  "We  are  ruined.''  "  Nut  at  all,  don'i  l>e  afraid."  returned  Abou 
Hassan  very  coolly:  "have  you  already  forgotten  wh.-it  we  hnvc  said  upon  this 
sabjcct?  Let  us  both  pretend  to  be  dend,  ns  we  h.ive  eacli  of  us  pretended  be- 
fore, and  as  we  have  agreed  :  and  .ill.  you  sli.t1l  see.  will  urn  out  well  At  the 
rate  they  are  coming,  we  shall  be  rc.uly  Ix'fort  they  reach  ilie  door."* 

In  fact,  A1x>u  Hassan  and  his  wife  detcrminccl  in  cover  themselves  as  well  as 
the\'  could,  and  in  this  situ.ition,  after  thuy  had  placed  themselves  one  beside  the 
other  in  the  middle  of  the  chaml^cr,  each  under  the  piece  of  brocade,  they  watted 
qtiietly  for  the  arrival  of  the  company  who  were  coming  to  visit  them. 

This  illustrious  company  at  la-it  arrived:  Mesroiir  opened  the  door,  and  the 
caliph  and  /obcid6  entered  the  chaiii!H-r,  fullimcd  \\\  .ill  their  people.  They  were 
much  surprised,  .ind  stood  motinnlc?-^  ai  the  tt^mjl  spct.'t.i<.l(.- which  presented 
itself  to  their  view.  .No  one  knew  \\\\.w  nmnion  to  form  upon  the  subject. 
Zobeidi  at  last  broke  silence  :  "  .Al.is  !  "  ^.lid  she  to  the  cali|>h,  "  they  are  both 
dead  :  This  is  your  doing,"  she  «*cnt  on.  looking  at  the  caliph  and  Mesrour, 
"b}' your  obstinately  endeavouring  to  impose  upfjn  ine  that  my  dear  skive  was 
desM,  as  indeed  she  is,  and  without  ditiiht,  a-i  will  .ippcar,  for  grief  .it  having  lost 
her  husband.''  "  S.iy  rather,  m-idam."  rejilied  the  ciliph,  wiili  a  rontrar>'  preju- 
dice, *'that  Nouzhatoul  Aou<idal  tlivd  tirol,  aiitl  that  tlie  {>oirr  AI>ou  Hassan  fell 
under  the  affliction  of  seeing  his  wife,  ymir  dear  nlave,  die.  .So  you  must  allow 
that  you  have  lost  you  w.igcr.nnd  th.it  the  palncc  of  pictures  is  now  fairly  mine." 
**  And  I,"  replied  Zo)x:id^,  with  a  spirit  e\t  ited  by  the  rontr.i(liciion  of  the  caliph, 
"  I  maintain  th.it  vou  have  lost,  and  tli.it  ><iiir  f.iviuirite  g.inlen  In-Iongs  to  me. 
Abou  Hassan  died  first,  t>ecau!>e  my  niir<.e  mid  vou,  .is  vielt  a^  ine,  that  she  saw 
his  wife  alive.and  lamenting  her  husKiml''.  de.ilh." 

This  altercation  of  the  caliph  with  /.<>)H-i<le  broii^lit  nn  another  :  Mesrour  and 
the  nurse  were  ui>on  the  same  footing  mili  iliein;  tliev  too  h.id  Ix-ttcd,  and  each 
asserted  the  claim  to  have  won.  The  di-putc  wiis  exireinely  w.irm  Iwtwcen  the 
chief  eunuch  and  the  nurse,  who  were  uii-in  ilie  i>oint  of  pn»eceiling  to  ver>- gross 
abuse. 

At  last  the  caliph,  reflecting  upon  all  that  hid  passed,  lomtly  agreed  th.it 
Zobeide  had  as  much  reason  as  hini-ell'  t.»  maintain  that  Aw  vv.!-  the  winner. 
Mortified  .it  not  being  able  to  come  -U  the  initli  in  this  niatti-r.  lie  drew  near  the 
two  dead  bodies,  .ind  seated  himself  tnw.irds  their  heads,  cnikMMiiiring  hmiself 
to  come  at  some  eyjx'dient  «hich  slimil*!  dclerininc  the  wjigt-r  m  \\:^  -ivvn  f.ivnur, 
and.igainst  /iilienli-,  *"  \r-.."  tried  he  inaniotiK-ni  after.  "  1  '  <-.ir  1i;.  (ii»<i\  Imly 
name,  that  I  will  ^ive  a  ihous.inct  pieces  of  my  own  iiioncy  t'>  the  |icr>on  who 
shall  ascertain  tn  ine  wlii-  h  of  the  twn  ilied  tirst." 

The  caliph  h.iil  •«c,inely  s.ud  tlicsc  l.i-t  »nrils  when  he  Iieaul  .1  vui.  e  under  the 
brtM'.idc  whii'h  C'lvrrnl  Alinii  ll.i->s.in.  lh.it  rued,  "  Cdiiiin.indi'i  "t  (lie  l-'.ii!hful, 
it  is  I  who  lijnl  iir^t  :  give  nie  tlic  ilii>u-«and  pieces  of  ;,'"iil."  And  .it  the  same 
time  he  s,iw  .\'»  ■:  li.issan,  who  freed  hil^^elf  from  the  bf"  a.!--  uluch  covered 
htm.  and  »h'>  \\\-\:\\  Iiiiiiself  at  his  feet.  Hi-  wife  uncovered  !.■  ^-ilt  m  the  same 
manner,  .md  r.ui  (<■  throw  herself  at  the  feet  of  /.ulicidv,  but  oat  of  decency  she 
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wrapped  herself  in  the  brocade.   Zobeidfr  set  up  a  loud  cry,  which  iarraued  ifcs 
terror  of  all  those  who  were  present.     The  princcis  fti  last  recovered  from    1)^ 
fright,  and  was  overjoyed  at  seeing  her  dear  slave  risen  again,  olmou  at    dw 
motnent  she  felt  inconsolable  at  having  icen  her  dend.     "Ah  ?  you  vicked  one." 
cried  she,  "you  have  occasioned  me  much  suffering  for  your  saJcc  m  tnora  1071 
than  one  ;  I  pardon  you,  however, from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  sinca  I  fiad  tkat 
you  are  not  actually  dead." 

The  caliph  on  his  iiait  had  not  taken  the  thing  so  much  to  hcut ;  far  Aon 
being  afraid  when  he  heard  Abou  Hassan's  voice,  he  was  rvar  bursting  with 
laughter  up>on  seeing  them  both  freeing  themselves  from  th^  coycna^nA 
hearing  Abou  Hassan  very  seriously  demanding  the  ihouvind  pieces  Zi  pU 
which  lie  had  promised  to  the  persun  who  would  ascertain  which  di«d  vre. 
**  So  then,  Abou  Has*an,"  said  the  caliph,  laughing  with  fresh  violence,  "hin 
you  determined  to  make  me  die  with  laughter?  How  trame  it  into  your  bed 
thus  10  surprise  both  Zobeidi  and  me  in  a  way  we  ccnild  not  possibly  be  ti|wa 
our  guard  against  ?" 

"Commander  of  ibe  Faithful."  replied  Abou  Hassan,  "  I  will  tell  no  ibt 
whole  without  disguise.  Your  majesty  ver>'  well  knows  that  I  atwa>*s  had  a  tun 
for  good  living.  The  wife  you  gave  me  has  not  induced  me  to  rdax  in  thii  point; 
on  the  contrary,  1  have  met  with  an  inclination  m  her  to  encourage  this  propcMitT- 
With  such  dispositions,  your  majesty  will  easily  beUevc  that,  had  wir  punetmc 
as  deep  as  the  sea  in  addition  to  the  «"eallh  of  your  majest>-,  we  should  soon  hl« 
found  means  of  squandering  evcr\Uiiiig ;  this  has  been  the  case  with  us,  Ew 
since  we  have  been  together  we  have  >)Kire>'l  in  nothing,  while  we  were  ImuM 
larRC  upon  your  majest>''s  bounty.  This  mnming,  after  hailing  settled  acw«nD 
with  our  cook,  we  found,  upon  sati&'ying  his  demand,  and  paving  bcsidosooe 
other  debts,  there  remained  nothing' of  all  the  money  you  haa  given  us.  'niiB 
reflections  on  the  past,  and  resolutions  to  do  better  in  future,  crowded  ao  tnf 
minds;  <ve  proposed  a  thousand  schemes  which  we  soon  after  ah-andonod.  At 
last  the  shame  of  seeing  ourselves  reduced  to  so  wretched  a  situation,  aail  fl* 
not  daring  to  inform  your  majesty  of  tt,  set  us  upon  tnvcnbng  this  plan  to  ftf^ 
our  wants  by  diverting  you  with  this  little  artifice,  which  we  entreal  jrourOMfaV 
will  have  the  goodncw  to  forgive." 

The  caliph  and  Zobeidi  were  very  well  satisfied  with  the  sincerity  trfAb* 
Hassan :  they  did  not  seem  at  all  angn-  at  what  had  passed ;  on  the  oMO^' 
Zobeid^,  who  had  always  taken  the  matter  in  too  serious  a  light,  r,ould  nM  Wp 
bughing.  in  her  turn,  at  the  thought  of  all  that  Abou  Hassan  had  de\'tsod(i> 
bring  about  his  design.  The  caltpri,  who  had  scarcely  at  all  ceased  bw^llBBlt* 
sitigutar  did  the  scheme  appear  to  him,  said  to  Abou  Hassan  and  his  vifeaitl 
rose,  "  Follow  me,  both  of  you  ;  I  will  give  you  the  thousand  piecei  of  |aU  d^ 
I  promised  you  for  the  joy'l  feel  that  vou  arc  neither  of  you  fleadL* 

*'  Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  resumed  Zobeid^,  *'  content  vcwrselC  I  h«ll«» 
you,  with  causing  the  thousand  pieces  of  gold  to  be  given  to  Abou  Hassan:  J* 
owe  them  only  to  him :  as  to  his  wife,  that  is  my  business."  At  the  same  tantil* 
ordered  her  treasurcss.  who  came  wHih  her,  to  give  a  thousand  piece*  of  nld  • 
Nouihatoul  Aouadat  also,  in  proof  of  the  joy  she  felt  on  her  part  that  tte  «** 
still  ali\-c.  4 

Thus  did  Abou  Hassan  and  Nouihatoul  Anuadat  a  long  time  pr««erw  l>^ 
favour  of  the  Caliph  Haroun  Alraschid  and  of  A>beidi.  and  gained  enooi 
their  boimty  abundantly  to  supply  all  their  wants  for  the  remainder  of  Ac 
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THE  HISTORY  OF  ALADDIN.  OR  THE  WONDERFUL 

LAMP. 

'N  lb*  capiul  of  one  of  the  ridie«t  and  moat  extcniK-c  lanj^nnii  of 
ChiiM  ibere  lived  a  tailor  whose  name  was  Mutta^i,  and  who  had 
no  oUirr  diuinctJon  than  tli.it  of  his  trade.  This  tailor  trai  ^-ery 
poor,  the  profiu  of  his  irtde  lurtly  ptuducine  cnouuh  fur  bimielf, 
hli  wife,  «nd  one  wD,  with  whom  Ood  bad  blencd  nim,  to  subsist 
upon. 

MuuAfA's  SOB,  whose  name  viu  Abddin,  had  been  brouffbi  op  in 
a  very  idle  and  negligent  manner,  and  had  bc«n  lo  mucn  Idt  to 
himself,  that  be  had  contracted  the  tnost  victova  inclinations.  He 
was  obstinate,  diM>bcdicQt,  and  nuschievDm,  and  fcnrded  notblof 
hb  father  ui  motlicr  said  lo  him.  He  was  scarcely  more  than  a 
cbdd  when  be  contracted  the  habit  of  being  olwTiys  from  home.  He 
generally  went  out  early  in  the  momin;,',  ;ind  spent  the  wbole  day  in 
playing  in  the  puhhc  streets  uilh  other  bL>)-)  jbuut  the  some  age 
who  were  .i«  idle  as  himself. 

\Micn  he  M-as  uld  enough  to  learn  any  trade,  his  father,  «ho  was 

unable  to  have  him  taught  any  other  than  wh.it  he  himself  followed. 

took  him  tu  hif  shop,  and  bci*an  to  show  him  bow  he  should  use  the 

.,  ..-,.i,„.  I  ■'•''•'■•  rror  the  ficar  of  puniihmcDt  was  able 

-ts  disposition,  nor  could  hts  father 

■"  <- -      -d  10  hia  busincu.     No  sooner  waa 

1  i.u'k  turnett  than  Aladdin  was  oll^  and  returned  no  mora 

'^I»i!ed;vy.  Hi^fAther  conttettally  chastised  him, yet  atill 

M  incorrigible;  and  Mustafa,  to  his  i^reat  mctow, 

.  nundnn  him  to  hk  Mk  vnffabond  kind  of  life,  Th^ 

'  c  him  great  pnin,  and  the  vcution  of  HOC  betw 

ti>I<-  ,  {Hirsue  a  proper  and  reputable  coarve  of  Um 

brouKht  t'i>  v..>Lntm.tteand  Datu  an  Dlness,  that  at  the  end  of  a  fisw 

BwntK^  ti  fMir  ^n  end  to  hto  «riWw*ciL 

At  :noiher  saw  that  ber  ton  would  never  follow  tbe 

cndi.  --r,  she  shut  up  his  shop,  and  canvrrted  all  his  stock 

and  trnpiccicnti  of  trade  into  money,  urmn  .^dded  to  what 

the  could  cam  by  iptnniitf  cotton.  siM  ana  i  i  •rtisted. 

Aladdin,  no  longer  mtrainetl  by  toe  dfttto  of  Us  Caiticr,  anu  hi  rqpirdleas  of 
hi«  mother'i  advtre  Uiat  he  e%en  thncucntd  ber  «ben«v«r  she  attanpted  to 

remonstrate  with  hi-  ■>vc  himself  completely  op  to  a  life  €»f  ^"-''—^  and 

Boe&tiousness.     H-  Mo  associate  with  perhint  of  his  owr  mm 

iooder  than  r*—  -'  :->i»all  tlieir  tncksand  fun.   Hepursu*.^ ..arse 

«f  life  till  hr  I  old,  with'xit  showing  the  least  sparfc  of  under- 

MnAMof  ai  .  -  -ihout  making  the  IsKit  reiectlon  opoa  what  wan  to 

b*  Ml  mure  Ve,  He  was  m  this  state  wbcn«  as  b*  waa  one  day  playing  with  his 
coapaniens  in  one  of  the  public  places,  as  was  feb  iwial  cosimb.  a  strufiCT,  who 
WHntef  by,  stopped  ana  lookoA  at  faia. 

This  stnutfCT  was  bi  fad  to  noted  >Dd  karMd  a  mapeian.  that  be  wu*  bjr 
dhtiactioa,  called  the  Afriran  magictsn,  betait  a  native  of  that  coitncry,  whMce 
he  had  aimed  onlv  lyr^  ilays  before; 

WWtbcr  ii  >  nia^cian.«ba  was  wdl  skilled  in  pfcyilocnomy,  bikd 

Tt^lMirVfl  in  '  nance  of  Aladdin  the  signs  of  such  a  dfcHWSHion  as  «s» 

to  hli  fJUfpoM,  for  which  he  had  ■■danilwti  so  leog  «  jouraev,  «r 
be  had  anv  other  projea,  is  ""'^TlrHi  faai  ha  ymj  aAoidy  laada  ub- 
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seiracquninted  with  his  family,  discovered  who  lie  was,  and  the  sort  of  c} 
and  disposition  be  posse8«ed.    He  was  no  sooner  informed  of  what  he  wisl 
know  than  lie  went  up  to  the  young  roan, and  taking  himionliitJe  disiance)_ 
his  companions,  .islccd  him  if  his  father  was  not  called  Mustafa,  and  a  tailor- 
trade.    *'  Yes,  sir,"  replied  Aladdin,  "but  he  has  been  dead  a  long  time." 
At  this  speech  the  African  magician  tlirew  his  arms  round  Aladdin'i 
embraced  and  kissed  h'm  for  some  tine,  while  the  tears  Mxmed  to  nm 
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eyes,  and  his  bosom  to  heave  with  sighs.  Aladdin,  who  observed  him, : 
why  he  wept.    "Alas!  my  child,'*  replied  the  magician,  "bow  can  I  do 
wise  ?     I  am  your  uncle,  lor  vour  father  was  my  most  beloved  brother.    I 
been  scvcraJ  vcars  upon  my  journc>-,  and  al  the  vcr>"  instAnt  of  my  arrival  i 
place,  and  when  I  was  congratulating  myself  in  inc  hopes  of  Bering 
giving  him  joy  on  my  return,  you  inform  me  of  his  death.     Muii  I  ;i-< 
the  most  violent  grief  when  I  thus  find  myself  deprived  of 
soladon?     What,  however,  in  a  3m.ill  degree  alleviates  my 
ikr  as  my  recollection  carries  me,  I  discover  many  traces  of  youc 
countenance,  and  I  have  not  in  fact  been  deceived  in  addre»infE  n  . 
He  then  asked  Aladdin  where  bis  mother  lived,  at  the  same  time 
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Imo  hb  pane ;  and  as  soon  at  he  had  rtceivetl  an  aiiswtr,  the  magkfan 
_  bin  ft  huidful  of  wiuUI  mone>',  and  uUt  to  him,  "  My  too.  go  to  your 
Mother,  msAt  my  mpecti  lo  her,  oimJ  tcU  ber  that  I  wtU  cocne  ano  m  ha  t»> 
wumm  if  1  hav«  an  opportunity,  m  order  to  afford  mywHT  the  eofuoUitoB  of 
icelac  tit*  *9oi  when  my  good  brother  lived  m  many  yean,  and  where  he  at 
bK  Mlwd  fabcaiwr.* 

TbB  Afticui  fittxirian  had  no  aooncr  quitted  his  ncw-cn-  if.)  nc-tilw-w  than 
AladiUii  ran  to  hi%  inotlicr.  hij(hly  dclishted  with  the  miHic)  '  '>cle 

had  given  hhn.     "Cray  tell  mc,  mnther."  he  rrie«I,  the  v\--  m-al, 

*  whether  I  hav^  not  an  uncle."  "  \o^  my  chiM."  replied  she,  "you  have  no 
nncle.  other  on  your  poor  father's  »idc  or  mine."  "  I  n.i%T.  howr^-rr.  Ju»t  left  a 
nian." answered  (be  boy, "mhotoldmc  he*a«m\  '  ny  uncle. 

He  rvm  rrSciI  and  embrarH  mi-  <•  !if^  1  '.rihl  hiv.  And  lo 

tr-  that  he  Kpnice  i'  ng  her  dio  muncy  which 

r  . .  ed,  "  m:c  wh.it  :<  .    .  ine  also  be  rare  nad  give 

bja  kindest  mncmhraAces  to  )  uu,  aiui  to  »j>'  that  he  h  oulcL  if  he  bad  time,  come 
ml  lee  yoa  himaetf  lo^&orTow.  as  he  was  \xry  desirouf  of  beholding  the  houae 
when  niy  UUwr  bvcd  and  died."  **  It  i«  true,  indeed,  my  ion,"  replkd  AbddinV 
■wthcr,^  that  your  facber  had  a  brother,  but  behaabeoi  dead  a  long  time,  and 
I  never  beard  hnn  even  mention  any  otlwr.*    After  ihb  cooversatioa  they  md 

■O  BKWC  on  the  uihjcct 

Tbe  next  day  the  Afncan  magician  again  accosted  Aladdin  while  he  waa 
plMing  in  «ome  other  pan  of  the  city  with  three  other  bwB.  He  crobnicod  him 
as  Dcforc,  and  putting  two  pieces  ofgold  in  hiit  hand,  "  Take  this,  my  boy,"  said 
he^  **  and  carry  it  to  vour  mother.  Tell  her  that  1  intend  to  come  And  tup  with 
tUa  evening,  ana  that  thia  ii  for  ber  to  purchase  what  is  necessary  for  ds  to 
~  I  anndves  with  ;  bat  lint  inform  rac  in  what  anartcr  of  tbe  ctty  1  shall  fiiH) 
hoase."  Aladdin  gave  him  the  necessary  inlormadon.  and  tnc  tnagictan 
hu  departure. 
_  'Akddbi  carried  the  two  pieces  of  gold  to  hb  nolbsr,  aad  when  he  had  toM 
h«r  onfall  iMppotod  ujicWs  mttmioiu,  she  went  out  and  procurod  a  laijEo  anpply 
of  good  provtaioM.  And  at  she  was  unprovided  with  a  niAcicnt  tiuaatit^  of 
chka  or  caithenwarc,  she  went  and  bamiwed  what  she  might  want  of  ncr  neiah* 
bosriL  She  was  buMly  employed  during  the  whole  day  m  preparing  for  lujpit ; 
■nd  hi  the  evening  when  everything  wns  ready,  she  dented  Alaniita,as  hb  ande 
Bighl  not  know  where  lo  hnd  tbe  house,  to  go  out  buo  the  Mnet,  and  U  he 
should  see  1<  >  him  the  way. 

Although  .1  poinK-d  out  to  the  magician  the  waet  slttiatiOQ  of  Ma 

mother's  nou^i-,  uir  nai  nevertheless  voy  ready  to  go,  and  at  th«  wy  aMONM 
that  he  was  at  the  door  he  beard  soane  person  knodL  Aladdin  Instantfy  opwud 
it,  and  saw  the  African  bringing  terofal  bottles  of  wine  in  his  hand,  and  dimnat 
softs  of  fruit  for  tl>em  to  regain  with. 

Ha  bad  no  souncr  iciven  to  Aladdhi  all  the  things  that  he  had  fannigfat  than  he 
ndd  hb  rcwccu  to  hit  nwdicr,  and  nmi— md  her  to  show  him  tbe  plaea  «h«« 
ba  brother  Mu-iuCi  was  arcunomid  to  tit  npoo  the  totk.  She  had  no  tooocr 
pohiCetl  VuttrJy  prtntraicd  himaetfhtfbvaH.  kistvd  thephoe 

seraral '  ^  •reined  to  run  in  abundance  frnm  his  eyca.    "  My 

poor  hrothet,"  be  eatlaiued,  "bow  unCortunaia  am  I  mrt  to  havr  arnved  ttrae 
cnoQ^  to  receive  your  embraoet  onca  niore  bcfiwe  you  died  I "  Tlie  nuMher  of 
Akddta  begced  this  prctaadad  brother  to  tfi  in  the  place  her  husband  asod  la 
90€mpft  boihe  would  fay  no  means  hear  fd  it.  **  No,*  he  oM.  "giw  na  tea** 
to  nai  myself  opposite,  that  if  I  an  deprived  of  the  pleasure  ef  seeing  bim  hers 
hi  MTson.  sittiac  Bke  the  huhcr  of  a  Gisidr  that  is  so  dour  to  me.  I  may  at  fasist 
low  at  the  spot  as  if  be  were  present.*  Aladdtn's  mother  pressed  fatia  no  A^ 
Iher,  but  pcrrainad  Urn  to  take  whatever  seat  ha  chooi. 


When  the  African  ma^ctan  had  placed  himself  where  he  likeil,  be  I 
enter  into  conversation  with  ALiddm  s  mother.  "  Do  not  be  surprised,  mf  i 
lister,"  he  said,  "  ai  never  having  seen  me  during  tbc  whole  of  toe  time  ynu  I 
been  mAiried  lo  my  late  brollicr  Mustafa,  of  hapjiy  memory.  It  is  full  mty; 
since  I  left  this  counlr>',  of  which  I  aroa  n.ilive,  as  well  as  himself  In  ihei 
of  this  long  period,  I  first  travelled  througli  Indi.-i,  Tcrsia,  Arabia,  S)Tia,aiid 
Egypt :  and  after  pas^ng  a  considerable  time  in  all  the  finest  and  most  noiitt- 
able  cities  in  those  countries,  I  went  inro  Africa,  where  I  resided  for  A  (IWI 
length  of  time.  At  last,  as  it  is  the  natural  disposition  of  man,  how  dinau  iOLwa 
he  may  be  from  the  place  of  his  birth,  never  to  forget  his  native  coimtr>-,  nor  hm 
the  rccollt-Ltion  uf  his  family,  his  friends,  and  the  companions  of  fais  yuitth,  tW 
desire  of  seeing  mine,  and  of  once  more  embracing  my  dear  brother,  low  so 
powerful  a  hold  of  my  mind,  that  I  felt  myself  bufticientJy  bold  and  strao( 
^^ain  to  undergo  the  fitigiie  of  so  long  a  joumc)'.  I  instantly,  therefore,  set  dMM 
all  the  necessary  preparations,  and  began  my  travels.  It  is  useless  lo  meoMa 
the  length  of  time  I  wa^  thu^  employed,  the  various  obstacles  I  had  to  eaooaasci, 
and  all  the  fatigue  1  suifercd  before  1  arrived  at  the  end  ot  my  labouri.  Notltillg, 
however,  so  much  mortified  mc,  or  gave  me  so  much  pain  m  all  my  travels,  m 
the  intelligence  of  the  death  of  my  poor  brother,  whom  1  so  tenderly  Icved,  aad 
whose  memory  1  must  ever  r^ard  «-itb  a  respect  truly  (raiemaL  1  hji«x  tiacad 
almost  every  feature  of  his  countenance  in  the  face  of  my  nephew^  and  it  ra 
this  that  enabled  me  to  distinguish  him  from  the  other  ymmg  persons  with  « ' 
he  was.  He  can  inform  you  in  what  manner  I  received  tne  melancholy 
that  my  brother  no  longer  lived.  I  must,  however,  praise  God  for  oil  thin^iMl 
console  myself  in  finding  him  again  alive  in  his  son,  who  certainly  ptcscrrciha 
most  remarkable  features." 

The  African  magician,  who  perceived  that  Aladdin's  mother  vra«  very  cavdh 
affected  at  this  conversation  about  her  husband,  and  that  the  rccoDection  ofbim 
rene^vcd  her  grief,  changed  the  subject,  and  turning  towards  Aladdin,  be  uksd 
him  his  name.  '  1  am  called  Aladdin,"  he  answered.  "  Well,  then,  AladdA,* 
said  the  magician,  "what  do  you  employ  yourself  about?  Are  you  ii  ipiiimiri 
with  any  trade?" 

At  this  speech  Aladdin  hung  down  his  head  and  was  much  di 
his  mother  seeing  this,  answered  for  him,  **  Aladdin,"  she  said,  "  is  a 
boy.  His  father  did  all  he  could  while  he  was  alive  to  make  him  kam 
ness,  but  he  could  not  accomplish  it ;  and  since  his  death,  in  spite  of  et  , 
I  can  say,  he  will  learn  nothing,  but  leads  the  idle  life  of  a  vagabond,  thim^ 
talk  to  him  on  the  subject  every  day  of  my  life.  He  spends  au  his  tinae  at  jLn 
with  the  other  boys,  as  you  s.iw  him,  without  considcnng  tliat  he  is  no  Loaccra 
child  ;  and  if  you  cannot  moke  him  asliamed  of  himsctf,  and  induce  him  tfi  VO- 
lii  by  your  adiice,  I  shall  utterly  despair  that  he  will  ever  be  good  fof  AajrdMfr 
He  knows  very-  well  that  his  father  left  us  nothing  at  htsde-tih  to  live  tipoB.aai 
tees  that  though  I  pass  the  whole  day  in  spinning  cotton,  vet  itiat  I  caft  haidf 
get  bread  for  us  to  caL  In  short,  I  am  resolved  soon  absolutely  to  »faal  Sty 
floors  against  him.  and  make  him  beck  a  livelihood  somewhere  else.* 

In  saying  this,  the  good  woman  bur»t  into  tears.  "This  is  not  nghu  AbAft^* 
said  the  African  magician ;  "you  must,  nephew,  think  of  supponinfE  yoandl^ 
and  working  for  your  bread.  There  is  a  \-ariety  of  trades  :  consider  ti  there  be 
not  any  one  you  have  an  incllaation  for  in  preference  to  another,  l^erhaps  that 
which  your  father  followed  displeases  you,  and  you  would  rather  be  brnqrhi  ap 
lo  some  other.  Come,  come,  don't  conceal  your  opinion,  £1^*6  it  freely, and  I  aa; 
perhaps  assist  you."  As  he  found  that  Aladdin  made  hun  no  answer,  bo  vtat 
on  thus  :  '*  II  you  have  an  objeaion  .igainst  learning  any  trade,  and  yet  wish  to 
be  a  respectable  and  honest  character,  1  will  procure  ytw  a  shop,  aoa  forahk  it 
with  rich  stuffs  and  fme  »)rts  of  linens  ;  you  khall  «eU  tbc  goodsi  utd  wilb  te 
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moaejr  lliAt  y^*  make  you  shall  buy  other  mcrcliandisc  ;  and  in  thU  manner  you 
wfli  pM»  jnur  It/e  v<T>-  mpecufaly.  Consult  voitr  own  incttnatioiu,  and  tdl  nie 
CMwflr  whai  you  Uilnk  of  the  pun.  V'ou  will  always  find  me  ready  10  perform 
■Tfrombe.' 

Trtii  offer  Aattrred  the  vanity  of  Aladdin  very  much  ;  and  he  was  the  more 
averw  to  anjr  manual  occupation,  beouiac  he  knew  well  enough  that  the  shops 
vliicii  oonuiacd  goods  of  thi»  sort  were  much  frcauentcd,  and  the  merchants 
dHnaelfM  wdt  dressed  and  highly  esteemed.     lie  hinted,  therefore,  to  the 

AMcn  ■■iri --■- -m  be  considered  a»  his  uncle,  that  he  was  much  more  ir}- 

dbnd  to  tlic  .  and  that  he  should  all  his  hfc  rontinijc  Mn^ible  of  the 

oMntaoa  be  -•■  ^..■.•.1  lu  him.  "Simrt,  then,  this  employment  is  at>rccable  10 
yoa,  Tcplied  the  niagictan, "  I  will  take  you  with  mc  to-morrow,  and  have  jtm 
profialy  and  bandMUDClv  drcs»ed  as  bcromes  oiw  of  the  richest  incn.hanta  td 
this  city,  ukI  then  wc  wul  procure  a  ^bop  in  the  way  1  propose." 

Tbcoothfr  of  AlafSdin,  who  till  now  had  not  been  convmccd  that  the  mapcian 
WM  in  bet  the  brother  of  her  hu!tband,  no  lonjrer  doubted  it,  after  all  the  i;ood 
W  f  iwiiIimI  to  do  for  her  son.  She  thanked  him  most  UDcerely  far  his  kind 
iottauiona,  and  chargmg  Aladdin  to  conduct  himself  so  ai  to  prove  worthy  of  tho 
fpod  tSomuic  bis  undo  nad  led  hira  lu  expect,  she  senred  tip  the  supper.  Tbo 
ooBvcmtkn  daring  the  whole  of  the  supper  tunurd  on  the  same  suojcct,  aad 
cowiiMad  tiU  the  magicun,  perceiving  tnat  the  night  was  iax  advannd,  took 
Ibovo  of  Aladdin  and  bis  mother,  and  retired. 

The  Afiicu)  masician  did  not  fail  to  return  the  next  morning  to  the  widow  otf 
Mutafc  the  Uitor.  as  he  had  promiKd.  tie  took  Aladdin  away  with  him,  and 
coaducsBd  hhn  to  a  merchant's,  when  mdy-madc  clothes,  suited  to  every  dp- 
•CTiptton  of  peopk^  and  made  of  the  finest  nuffs,  were  sold.  He  made  Aladdia 
VT  on  fuch  a*  aeenied  to  fit  him,  and  after  chooflif^  those  he  like<l  be<t.  and 
i^Kttns  others  chat  he  thou);ht  improper  for  hinv  "  My  nephew,"  said  hr, "  choose 
■kIi  oa  you  are  most  pleased  with  out  of  this  number."  Delighted  with  the  Ube- 
fsU^  of  hb  new  node,  Aladdin  made  chwcc  of  one.  The  magicmn  bouji^ht  it, 
tOftfter  with  everythinf  that  wu  neccawry  to  complete  the  diess,  and  paid  fbr 
dw  whale^-  withnut  aakinif  the  merchant  lo  malto  any  abatement. 

Wbt  ,.iw  himtclf  thu«  mafnificentljr  dnued  fram  head  10  fixK,  be 

Rtume< :  '-a  thousand  thanks ;  me  mairkian.  on  bb  part,  again  promJawt 

acvcr  to  lorukc  him,  but  to  have  him  aU  <  >m.     lie  then  cooducfcd 

AluUin  to  the  most  frequented  parts  of  the  >  iLuly  where  the  shops  c/ 

ih*  BUM  opulrnt  merchants  wric  :  and  when  b«  ww  come  to  the  nrcct  where 
dtt  atkopf  Of  line  siutfs  and  Imcn^  wore,  h«  said  to  Abddint  **  Vou  will  soon  bo> 
eamt  a  merchant  mch  aa  one  of  these.  It  w  pnCMr  that  you  should  frequent 
this  place,  and  becoane  acquainted  with  them."  After  this  lie  carried  htm  to  Uie 
iHMt  anil  most  noted  mosques,  to  the  khans  where  the  forei^  meichanis  livwtt 
•BO  Ihrooghevcrjr  part  of  the  sultan's  palace  where  be  had  Icare  to  enter.   Itannf 

.(ogAgone  with  htm  over  every  pattof  the  dtyoKMl  worth  teeing*  they  came 

khan  where  the  mogwian  had  hired  an  a|»muwL    Thcv  lound  wmal 

aota,wiih  w!>-  ~  ^-  ^^id  made  some  s&ght  ■*Trt*T*iiTrt  r r-r  hiiarrtvi^ 

whom  beha^  ^ed  ui  panakeof  a  reptti»inofdcr  lolmrodiK*  \m 

nephew  ;..  :..^..4. 

The  entertainment  waa  aoc  over  till  the  evening.  Aladdb  tbeo  wialkcd  lo  take 
leave  tA  his  nncle  and  go  Iwoei  the  African  magiciao^  howcw.  wouU  not 
aufler  him  to  go  alone,  but  want  MiwarfC  and  condoctod  htot  hack  to  hb  meiher'a. 
When  she  nw  her  son  so  hapdatMiriy  diawed,  iha  woo  muHpone^  wHh  )oy. 
She  coatinoed  to  bestow  a  thouond  blessingt  on  the  oaglduit  who  K^d  tteca 
Mao  great  an  expense  on  her  dear  child's  account.  "Gcacnoa  rrUtMo.'sha 
«aclalaaed»  **  1  know  nm  how  to  thank  yon  enough  for  yoor  great  liberality.  Mr 
Mtt,  I  am  aware,  la  not  worthy  of  so  much  gcncnmty;  and  he  wJl  be  widcM 


indeed  if  he  ever  proves  unj^teful  to  you,  or  docs  not  condact  hinucU'  to  u  lo 
desen'O  and  be  an  omamcnl  to  the  excellent  situation  in  which  you  ofc  ftbooi  tc 
place  him.  For  my  p.-irt,"  added  she,  "  I  thank  you  with  my  whnic  soul.  Mar 
you  live  many  happy  ycar^  and  wiener  my  ^on's  gratitude,  who  cannot  prure 
his  good  intentions  better  tlian  by  fulluwing  your  ad%-icc." 

*■  Aladdin/'  rephed  the  magician,  "  is  a  good  boy.  He  seems  to  pay  attention 
to  what  I  say.  I  Iiave  no  douU  but  we  diaJI  make  him  what  wc  wi»h.  I  ara 
sorry  for  one  thing,  and  that  is,  that  I  am  not  able  to  pcrfurm  all  my  pronojo 
to-morrow.  It  is  Friday,  and  on  that  day  all  the  shops  arc  shut;  and  it  Is  In- 
pos^ihlc  cither  to  hire  one,  or  furnish  it  with  gimds,  because  all  the  merckiBTi 
are  absent  and  engaged  in  their  several  .imusements.  We  will,  ho«-e«*er.  scide 
an  this  business  on  Saturday;  and  I  will  come  here  to-morrow  to  take  AUddio 
and  ahovr  him  the  public  gardens,  in  which  people  of  reputation  constantly  waA; 
and  amuse  themselves,  rlc  has  prob.-ibly  hitherto  been  ignorant  of  Ukc  way  a 
which  they  pass  their  time  there.  He  has  associated  only  with  bovs,  bvt  be 
must  now  learn  to  ti\-e  with  men."  The  magician  then  took  his  teair  and 
departed.  In  the  meantiinc  Aladdin,  who  was  delighted  at  seeing  himvdf  to 
well  dressed,  was  still  mure  pleased  at  the  idea  of  going  to  the  gardens  m  the 
suburbs  of  the  city.  He  had  never  l>een  outride  the  g.ttes,  nor  ^icen  the  nei|gb- 
bouring  country,  which  w.is,  in  fact,  very  beautiful  and  aitracTive. 

The  next  morning  Ahiddin  got  up  and  dressed  himself  very  early,  tn  otdcrlB 
be  ready  to  set  out  ihc  moment  his  uncle  called  for  him.  After  watttsi(  noB 
time,  and  which  he  thought  an  age,  he  became  so  impatient,  that  he  opened  the 
door  and  stood  on  the  outside  to  watch  for  his  arrival  The  motneni  he  uw 
him  coming  he  went  to  itiform  his  mother  of  it,  took  leave  of  her,  shut  the  lioor. 
and  ran  to  meet  him. 

The  magician  behaved  in  the  most  affectionate  manner  to  Aladdin.  **  Come, 
my  good  boy,"  said  he,  with  a,  smile,  "  I  will  to-day  show  you  some  Tcty  6ae 
things."  He  conducted  him  out  at  a  gate  that  led  to  some  Urge  and  hanmnrae 
bouses,  or  nitlicr  magnificent  mtaccs,  to  each  of  which  there  was  a  beaatifal 
rardcn,  in  which  they  had  the  liberty  of  walking.  At  each  palace  ihey  came  to 
he  asked  Aladdin  if  it  were  not  very  be.iutiful,  while  the  Utter  often  prrvcftHd 
this  question  by  exclaiming,  when  a  new  one  presented  itself, '"  Oh,  uncle.beiv  b 
one  much  more  beautiful  than  those  we  have  before  seen.'*  In  the  meantiBe 
they  kept  going  on  into  the  countrj*,  and  the  cunning  magician,  who  wanted  to 
^o  still  farther,  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  design  which  he  had  in  his  h^A 
mto  execution,  went  into  one  of  these  gardens  and  sat  down  by  tlie  tklo  flf  a 
large  basin  of  pure  water,  which  received  its  supplies  through  the  Jam  d  a 
bronze  lion.  He  then  pretended  to  be  verv  tired,  in  order  to  gi>-e  AladdiB  •■ 
Opportunity  of  resting.  "  My  dear  nephew,'^  he  said.  "  you  must  be  fodgunS  » 
well  .IS  myself.  Let  us  rest  ourselves  here  a  little  while,  and  get  (rcsh  ui eugik 
lo  pursue  our  walk." 

when  they  were  seated,  the  magician  took  out  from  a  piece  of  Umh  cfadi, 
which  was  attached  to  his  girdle,  various  sorts  of  fruits  and  some  cafcei.  wiA 
which  he  had  provided  himself;  he  then  spread  them  all  on  the  bink  faefcfv 
them.  He  di\ided  a  cake  between  himself  and  ALiddin,  and  ^\t  him  IcnTC  id 
eat  whatever  fruit  he  liked  best     While  they  were  eating  '■  ■  pretended 

nephew  much  good  advice,  desiring  him  to  lca\x'  oif  pUi.  -,»ys  and  to 

associate  witli  intelligent  and  prudent  men*  to  pay  cveiy  attention  to  them,  and 
to  profit  from  their  conversation.  '"  You  will  very  soon,"  said  be,  **  be  a  outi 
yourself,  and  you  cannot  too  soon  accustom  yourself  to  their  manner  and  be^ 
haviour.^  When  they  had  tinished  their  slight  i'cp.'tst,  they  got  up  and  purmied 
their  way  by  the  side  of  gardens,  which  were  separated  from  each  other  by  a 
small  fosse,  tliat  served  chicHy  to  mark  the  limits  of  eacli.and  nol  to  pnrcst  tbt 
rommunicatiuQ  between  them.    Tlie  honesty  and  good  undcrtiandtng  of  tbe  U»> 
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hibttutta  of  thii  dtr  made  it  unncccKary  for  them  to  t»ke  any  other  tneatM  of 

prawni  frnm  bcinf;  done  to  each  other.     'Hi  i 

RMCat  '  '  on  mjcti  (arthcr  than  the  garden-. 

isdted  on  uinjuj^n  inc  Country  tiU  they  came  into  the  oci^nooumooa  oi  uig 

mountains. 

Abddtn,  ^vt■     y-y  -.    v  i.  -  .-i-u  if-  '-fore  taken  lo  lonu  a  iralk,fclt 

Mrantf  wr^  :ity  dear  uncfo?'  »aid  be  **  We 

goc  nu.  :.  ..i;-.~.  ..— ■  ■■■•  ^-:..^..., .:....  I  can  «ec  notbiog  but  hUlk  and 

ilaiu  before  ««.    And  if  we  eo  on  any  fAnher,  I  Icoow  noc  wheUxr  1  ihaB 

•tnmi^h  cmnivh  to  walk  back  to  the  city."    **  Take  eoura^,  nepliew,"  re. 

hU  pt  :  Ic:  "  1  wlAh  to  fchow  you  aaotlwr  garden  that  far«ur|us«e» 

you  Ktv(  %ccn.     It  i*  not  ixr  from  bcskoow  ud  after  your  amv^t  yui 

'  mdUy  own  how  torry  you  would  have  been  to  have  come  thus  near  it  ju»l 
noe  oa  to  iCe  it*    Aladdin  was  persuaded  to  proceed,  and  the  majpcian 
nlon  on  coosderabty  brther,  anmshiy  htm  aO,  Uk  uric  with  eniertainiaf 
atorieii,  to  beguile  the  way  and  make  H  I«m  fadfubic  and  unplc;)ianL 

They  at  loisth  came  to  a  n.r  ,  situated  between  two  moderately* 

dnd  movntains  of  nearly  the  s  i     ThU  wa*  the  partiailar  spot  to 

whkliiheiBaficiaa  wished  to  bnii^  .X  '  [  to  nut  ini-  it  tbs 

iraad  prD^t  thai  was  the  sole  C4ti«e  <  m  tiie  <t\\\  ^fricft 

to  China.  "  Weshall  now,"  said  he  to  Ai.wuiin,  -  jjm  nu  fimher,  and  i  'i.ii.iii  liere 
urftaid  to  your  view  tome  extnonUnary  things  hHncRD  onknown  to  mortaU,  and 
* '  '  wbin  you  shall  ban  soni.  you  w3l  tunk  ne  a  ihoBSud  times  for  havinf 
.  an  ryc-witacss  oC,    They  are  indeed  sock  wowkn  aa  oo  ooa  bc^dea 

, „  will  ever  hare  seen.    I  am  rvow  ffotng  to  strike  a  light,  and  do  yea  ia 

Ae  meantime  ooUect  all  the  dry  sticks  and  lesvcs  that  you  can  find,  in  order  lo 
makeafirb" 

Tbere  were  so  many  pieces  of  dry  akki  scanered  abooc  ihb  place,  that 
ALiddin  vary  sooo  coHecad  more  than  was  nficteni  for  Ui  oarpose  oy  the  time 
^  amgidift  had  tigbted  his  match.  He  then  set  tfacm  on  nrc ;  and  ai  soon  aa 
ibcT  were  to  a  blase,  the  African  threw  a  certain  per^mie  which  he  had  ready  m 
Ma  ouid  Qfion  thrm.  A  thick  and  dense  smoke  immediately  arose,  which  seemed 
•0  aolold  Itself  in  (.unwouence  of  aome  mysterious  wonu  pronounced  by  the 
■iflciaa,  bttt  which  Aladdin  did  not  in  the  least  oomprdicnd.  At  tbe  sanw 
iiiMaat  the  ground  slifchily  shook,  and,  opcninc  in  tbe  spot  whetr  ihcy  stood, 
disoDvcred  a  square  tionc  of  about  a  fool  and  a  naif  across,  placed  boriaontally, 
with  a  brass  nng  hied  in  the  rcntr«  fur  the  purpose  of  hfting  it  opt 

AUddin  was  weadluily  alarmed  al  all  these  tfangfcend  was  aboat  tomn  away, 
when  the  macidaA,  to  wbem  Mt  ymnea  «m  ■oeolmly  ■■eseasiy  in  flu 

mysicffidus  amlf,  stopped  him  tn  an  scjr^ .  r^*^  him,  at  tbe  samt 

mcaiem,  a  blow  so  violent  as  m  beat  hira  <:  •  r^  nearly  knocked  somi 

of  his  lecih  out,  as  it  appeared  from  tbe  bl^t^u  — .  ;j.n  from  his  mouth.  Poor 
AUddin,  with  te^irs  in  hts  eyes,  and  trembling  in  every  limb,  gm  up.  **  My  dear 
■mde,*  he  cncd.  "  what  have  I  done  to  deserve  so  severe  a  blow  f  "  **  ]  have 
my  reasons  for  it.*  replied  the  maglrjan  ;  **  I  am  ynir  vacle,  and  cooaidcr  myadf 
as  your  father,  and  you  ciucht  nol  lo  niafce  me  any  answer.    Do  not,  however, 

yboy.*  adiirt)  hr,  in  a  inilder  tnne  vi  vuice,**be  at  all  afraid  :  I  dedre  nutiiing 
you  but  to  »be}'  me  ni«isl  impUritlv  ;  and  this  you  must  do  If  yea  with  to 
rawer  yourself  worthy  of.  and  nra£i  by.  iba  gnat  advantage*  I  mean  to  adotd 
yrns,"  These  fine  speeches  of  the  magkua  bi  soaa  asisurv  Icwcnad  the  fright 
«f  AUddin  :  and  ^Ixn  the  Conner  saw  Um  Isaa  aUrmcd,  **  Voa  have  observed,* 
hcaaU,**wlut  I  havedociebjr  vimwotf^my  peifamei,  aiidtbe  wonts  that  1  priv 
iDcad.  YoQ  are  now  to  be  lafanncd  that,  andis'  the  stame  «hkh  you  see  here, 
is  a  concealed  traaaan  that  la  drstfcned  Ibr  you,  and  whlcfa  wfll  one  day 
ym  ikfaes  than  any  of  tbe  own  pawfiJ  pWaWMM  «!  tha  Mrtk    Ii  b 
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moreover  the  fact,  that  no  one  in  the  whole  worid  but  you  can  be  pennitted 
touch  or  Uft  up  this  stone,  and  go  beneath  iL    Even  I  myself  am  noc  able 
approach  it,  and  to  take  possession  of  the  treasure  which  is  under  it.    And  m 
order  to  ensure  your  success,  you  must  observe  and  execute  ui  every  rwp«n, 
ex'cn  to  the  iiiinuteiit  point,  what  I  am  now  going  to  instruct  you  in.    Thb 
matter  of  the  greatest  consequence  both  to  you  and  to  myself. 

Wrapped  in  .isionishment  at  everything  he  had  seen  and  heard,  and 
the  idea  of  this  treasure  which  the  magician  said  was  to  make  him  for 
bappy,  Aladdin  forgot  cvcr>'thing  eUe  that  had  passed.    "Well,  my  dear  imc 
he  exclaimed,  "  what  must  I  do?    Tell  me.    1  am  ready  to  obey  you  m  ev 
thing."    "  1  heartily  rejoice,  my  boy,"  replied  the  magician,  cmbnang  AUd 
"that  you  have  made  so  good  a  resolution.    Come  to  mc ;  take  bwd  of  Uui 
ring  and  Uft  up  the  stone."    "  I  am  not  strong  enougli,  uncle,"  saH 
"  you  must  help  me."     **  No,  no,"  answered  tlic  African  magician,  " 
no  occasion  for  my  assistance  ;  we  sh-ill  neither  of  us  do  any  good  if 
I'l  help  you  ;  you  must  lift  it  up  entirely  by  vour«lf.     Pronounce  only  iho  _ 
of  your  father  and  your  granmather,  take  hold  of  the  ring  and  lift  it  ;  k 
come  without  any  di^cult^-."    Aladdm  did  exactly  .is  the  m.igiciaa  told 
be  raised  the  stone  without  any  trouble,  and  Liid  It  by  ihc  side  of  him. 

Wlien  llie  stone  wa^  taken  away,  a  small  excavation  was  visible,  between 
and  four  feet  deep,  at  the  bottom  of  which  tliere  appeared  a  small  door, 
steps  to  go  down  still  lower.     ^  Vou  must  now,  oiy  good  boy,"  said  the  Ai 
magician  tu  Aladdin,  "observe  ver^'  exactly  everything  that  I  nm  goini;  to 
you.    (k)  down  into  liiis  cavern,  and  when  you  luve  come  to  the  botiooi  of 
steps  which  you  see,  you  will  perceive  an  open  door,  which  leaiU  into  a 
vaulted  space,  that  is  divided  into  three  successive  halls.     In  each  of  these 
will  see,  on  both  sides  of  you,  four  bronze  vases,  as  large  as  tubs,  full  of 
and  silver ;  but  you  must  take  particuLir  cire  not  to  touch  .iny  uf  iL    When 
get  into  the  hrst  hall,  take  up  your  robe  and  hind  it  rotind  you.     Tbeo  o' 
and  go  on  to  the  second  mthout  stopping,  and  from  thence  in  the  same 
to  the  third.    Above  all,  mind  and  be  vcr\-  particular  not  to  go  near  the 
nor  even  to  touch  them  with  your  robe  ;  for  if  any  part  of  your  dress  co 
contact,  your  instant  death  will  be  the  inevitable  consequence.   Tlus  is  the 
of  my  having  desired  you  to  fasten  your  robe  firmly  round  you-    At  the  i 
of  the  third,  ihere  is  a  door  which  leads  lo  a  ganlen  planted  with  be.iut 
all  of  which  are  full  of  fruit     Go  on  straight  forward,  and  pursue  a  pa 
you  will  perceive,  and  which  will  bring  you  to  the  bottom  of  a  flight  of  ft 
at  the  top  of  which  there  is  a  terrace.     \V*hcn  you  shall  have  asrT'nd 
terrace,  you  will  observe  a  niche  before  >'ou,  in  which  there  : 
Take  tlic  lamp  and  extingnish  it    Tben  throw  out  the  wick,  ai 
is  within,  and  put  it  in  your  bosom.     When  you  have  done  this,  tinnj;  i 
Do  not  be  afraid  of  staining  your  dress,  as  wluit  is  within  tlic  lamp  is  cot 
when  >tm  h.-ive  thrown  it  out,  the  lamp  will  dr\'  directly.     If  you  sboi 
>-ourself  vcr\-  desirous  of  gathering  any  of  tlie  fruit  in  (he  garden,  yon  may  do  90s 
and  there  is  nothing  lo  prevent  your  taking  as  much  .is  you  please." 

When  the  magician  had  given  these  dircaions  to  Aladdin,  he  took  off  a  nac 
whicli  he  had  on  one  of  hii  ftngers,  and  put  it  on  his  pretcndci*  r-.-i-— -  teUuvf 
him,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  was  a  preservali\"c  against  even  micin 

otlterwise  happen  to  him.  and  again  bade  him  be  mindful  vi  c\~., : ^  be  hail 

said  to  him.    **  Go,  my  child,"  added  he.  "  descend  boldly ;  WO  tbaU  now  biMh 
of  us  become  immensely  rich  for  the  rest  of  our  lives." 

Aladdin  gavea  spring,  jumped  into  the  o|>ening  uith  a  - 
down  to  the  bottom  of  the  steps.  He  found  the  three  I1 
the  description  the  tnagician  had  given  of  them.  lU-  ;  i^ 
the  greatest  precaution  po^ublc,  as  he  wai  fcarfiil  li^  .u. 


JLi 


m 


:3H 

ftfkj^^H 
<  bisp     ■ 


The  Histmy  of  Aladdin^  or  the  Wmderful  Zamfi. 


SKO'VtXC  TNI   LAMPi. 


BCHt  Strictly  observe  nil  the  directions  he  had  recei%-ed.    He  went  on  to  the 

^teuden.  and  j»:cnded  in  tlie  icrr.icc  witlmui  ^loppiti};.     He  took  the  lamp,  as  it 
^Mood  Bghtcd  in  the  niche,  threw  out  its  contenu,  and,  observing  that  it  w*as,  u 
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the  maji'cian  had  said,  quite  dry,  he  put  it  into  his  bosom.    JIc  then  ^t* 

tlic  terrace,  and  stopped  in  the  garden  to  examine  the  fruit,  which  -5 

^ecn  far  an  instant  as  he  passed  along.    The  trees  of  this  jiarden  «■  ■'■€ 

the  mri^t  extr^ordinAry  fruit    Each  tree  bore  fruits  of  a  ditfcreni  Cnl  ic 

were  white,  others  sparkling  and  transparent,  like  co'sWl :  some  were  fci  -ma  %k 
ditTerent  shades,  others  jf'''-"'-'".  blue,  violei ;  some  of  a  yellowish  hue  ;  in  (ban, 
of  almost  o*cry  colour.  Tlie  white  were  pearU  ;  the  sparkling  and  transpuvni 
were  diamonds  ;  the  deep  red  were  rubies  ;  the  [xiler,  u  particular  sort  of  niliy 
called  balass  ;  the  green,  emeralds  ;  the  blue,  tun|uoise5  ;  the  viulct.  -" — 'y-'". ; 
those  tinged  M'ilh  yellow,  sapphires ;  In  the  same  way,  all  the  other  t  •  ls 

were  varieties  of  precious  stones  ;  and  the  whole  of  them  were  of  tJ.e  1-.^--..  -;^c, 
and  more  perfect  than  were  ever  seen  m  llic  whole  world.  Aladdin,  who  knew 
neitlter  their  beauty  nor  their  value,  was  not  at  alt  struck  with  the  appearance 
them.whichdidnoi  the  least  suit  his  taste,  like  the  tigs.grapes,  and  other  ckccU 
fruits,  common  in  China.  As  he  was  not  yet  of  an  an  to  be  acquainted 
their  value,  he  thought  they  were  all  onlyjmeces  of  coloured  glass,  and  did 
therefore  attach  any  other  value  to  ttiera.  Tlie  variety,  however,  and 
so  many  beautiful  colours, as  well  as  the  brilliancv  and  extraordinary  uxeof 
sort,  nevertheless  tempted  him  to  g.iiher  some  of  each  ;  and  he  look  so  ma 
every  colour  that  be  hlled  both  his  pockets,  as  well  as  his  two  new  pursci 
tlie  magician  had  bought  for  him  at  the  time  he  made  him  a  present  of  his 
dress ;  and  as  his  pockets,  which  were  already  full,  could  not  bold  his  two 
he  fastened  them  on  each  side  of  his  girdle  or  sash,  and  aUo  wrapped 
Its  folds,  as  it  was  of  sitk,  and  made  very  full  In  this  manner  he  carried 
so  as  they  could  not  fall  oul  He  did  not  even  neglect  lo  hll  his  bosom 
fill),  between  bis  robe  and  shirt 

Laden  in  this  manner  with  the  most  immense  treasure,  though  ignonot  of 
%'alue,  Aladdin  made  haste  through  the  three  halls,  in  order  that  oe  nugbt 
make  the  African  tiugician  wait  too  long.    Having  proceeded  thittug^  ^bmm. 
the  same  caution  as  before,  he  began  to  ascend  the  step<«  he  bad  conw  d 
and  presented   himself  at   tlic  entrance  of  the  cave,  where  the  magiciao 
impatiently  waiting  for  him.     As  soon  as  Aladdin  perceived  him,  he  caUed 
**  Give  me  your  hand,  uncle,  to  help  me  up."    "  You  had  better,  my  dear 
replied  the  m,igician,  "first  give  me  the  lamp,  as  that  will  only  erabarrass 
"  It  is  not  at  all  in  my  way,"  said  .Aladdin,  "and  I  will  give  it  you  wben 
out"    The  magician  still  persevered  in  wishing  to  get  tlie  lamp  before  he  ~ 
Aladdin  out  of  the  ca\e  :  but  the  latter  had  in  fact  so  covered  it  with  the  fi 
the  trees,  that  he  absolutely  refused  to  give  it  till  he  had  got  out  of  the  ravr, 
African  magician  was  then  in  the  greatest  despair  at  ihc  obMinale  r. 
boy  made,  and  put  himself  into  the  most  violent  rage.     He  then  i 
perfume  upon  the  fire,  which  he  had  taken  care  to  keep  up,  and  he  hnj 
pranouncwi  two  m.igic  words  before  the  stone,  which  servc<l  to  shut  up  the  « 
to  the  cavern,  returned  of  its  own  accord  lo  the  place,  with  all  the  earth  o«TTl 
exacdy  in  the  same  state  as  it  was  when  the  magician  and  AUddin  dnx  ani 
there. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  African  tnagician  was  not  the  brother  of  M 
ihe  tailor,  as  he  had  formerly  boasted,  and  conscqucntiv  he  was  not  the  ui 
Aladdin.  He  was  most  probably  bom  in  Africa,  as  that  is  a  coumtrv-  where 
is  more  studied  tlian  in  any  other;  he  had  given  himself  up  lo  it  from  his  t- 
youih  ;  and  after  near  forty  years  spent  in  enchantments,  evperimcrus  ia  |eo- 
mancy,  fumigations,  and  rvacfing  books  of  magir,  he  at  length  dJsco\-cT«d  that 
there  was  in  the  world  a  certain  wonderful  lamp,  the  posses-iion  ofwhidk  mold 
make  him  the  most  powerful  monarch  of  the  univer^  if  he  were  so  fbtttHMte  as 
to  obtain  it  By  a  late  experiment  in  geomancy  he  discovered  that  thU  binp 
in  8  subterraneous  place  in  the  middle  of  China,  in  the  vcr>'  ti 
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m^  ctfmnscanon  that  hav«  Just  been  detailed,  TliarDughly  persuaded  of  the 
Ifvai  of  tlui  diftcovrry,  he  had  came  (ram  the  farthest  n.tri  ..rAfiu.!.  ir.ii  .iTirr  \ 
long  md  painful  joumcy,  lud  arrived  m  the  city  Uiai  «^ 

But  dMMif  b  the  Untp  wai  cciiamly  in  ilie  pUcc  wlierr  1     . .  .     >  .         :  c 

«mi  Mwnhdcsi  not  permitted  to  take  11  iwxy  humeU^  nor  to  go  m  per*on  10  th«  i 
vtrjr  ipiK  wfattc  it  wiu.    It  was  abwiutely  neccnary  thJU  anecber  penon  tbould  { 
fodoiRi  to  take  it.  and  then  put  it  mtu  his  handk     It  wsa,  therefore,  for  thif  { 
reason  that  h*  had  addrc^icd  hinivlf  tn  ALidilin.  who  seemed  to  him  to  be  an 
*n(c-.*  '       ml  well  ad.iptci)  1  ,.  he  expected  {rom  him; 

and  I'  Ivrd,  A&  toon  a»  !  irom  him,  tu  mite  the  U^t 

AsBii;-  '"  the  two  m.ij;!'    w  nis  wtiiUi  1  "  '  '•' 

tCHh  '<  ' ""  Aladdm  to  his  avarire  arul 

IMllia^r  .inv   r^iMLn^;  witness  of  hi«  bciQS  in  posaesuon  iii  \' 

be  had  Biven  AUddtn.  as  well  ai  the  aulbortt)r  He  excercisr<'. 
fta* lb* purpow of  accusiuiaing  him  to  fear  bira,  and  ubcy  ^1  Im  uiun^  «Liii<>iit 
hMitai>an,that  when  Aladdin  had  |[Dt  potKuion  of  the  wondetftil  lamp^  he  might 
bMaally  deliver  it  to  him.  The  rcvcnK',  bowwcr,  of  what  he  bath  wislicd  and 
iiifirt  came  lo  pati ;  for  he  was  in  such  haste  to  put  an  end  to  poor  Aladdin, 
ouy  became  be  wai  nfmu)  that,  white  he  w-as  contetting  the  nutter  with  him,, 
some  person  mi;  id  inahe  that  public  which  he  wished  tobct|uite>ccTC^t 

that  he  complete'  irihts<4»ecL 

\Vhca  the  magiruo  lound  all  hTi  bopci  and  expeaations  for  ever  Masted,  he 
bad  eoly  ooe  method  to  pursue,  and  thai  was  to  return  to  Afnca,  whii.h  in  fact 
iMdU  the  very  ume  day.    He  panned  hit  joumcy  alone  the  most  private  roadki 
ia  ordtr  to  avoid  the  dty.  where  he  bad  met  with  Aladdm.     He  was  alio  aftvia' 
lo  oiect  with  any  person  who  might  have  seen  him  walk  out  with  bun,  and  come 
faackwitbiMt  him. 

To  jodge  from  all  these  cimimsLuncci,  itmi{;hl  naltirully  be  supposed  that  Alad- 
dm was  (one  for  ever;  and  mdccil  the  mi^^icun  liiin»cir,  who  thought  he  had  thus 
dattvyad  him^had  not  paid  any  attention  to  the  rmf  which  b<  ba4  placed  oa  his , 
iqnTp  ud  vAich  waa  now  about  to  rander  Aladim  the  moit  cwintiil  servica  1 
mm  lo  tare  his  ttfc.  Aladdin  knew  not  the  wunderfiU  tonalities  either  of  that  of  < 
the  lunp ;  and  it  is  indeed  attonishins  that  the  low  of  both  of  them  did  not  ddv«j 
tbe  nagidan  ID abMflute  despair  :  hut  persons  of  hia pi ofaaeiuit ait  »oacamon>cdi 
to  ileimlf  aad  have  »a  many  events  happen  quic*  coatnry  to  their  «iib«^  duk] 
dMT  M*«r  ccuc  f^wn  endeavouHnft  to  compMr  owry  nlifortUBO  by  charaiM 
elMlM,  Mtd  enchanimcnis. 

Aladdin,  who  did  not  rspect  this  wicked  action  from  his  pretei^ed  nnrlr.aharl 
an  the  kindness  and  jrenerosity  with  which  the  latter  had  behaved  to  him,  e»P .; 
perienced  a  degree  of  surprise  and  aaiomahincnt.  which  b  much  easier  to  caik>^ 
cam  than  deacribe.  When  he  fauad  biBHtf  ai  tt  wen  buried  alive,  he  caT 
a  ihonaaad  limca  to  U»  nndc,  tdlltMC  him  be  was  raady  to  give  htm 
Bot  bU  Ma  criea  wera  tufteti.  .ind  having  no  other  mram  (>f  r  ' 
bcafd.  br  ramahicd  hi  pnrfect  d-uknei^k.  His  tears  havmg  at 
I,  he  went  down  tn  the  iKdtom  of  the  fhght  of  itain,tnieMfcnciDCou 
dn  iitht  in  ilie  tcarden.  wbcre  he  had  befora  becik  But  ifae  «M8,  which 
bam  opened  by  enchantment,  wnv  now  ihu  bv  iho  mmc  mcaaa.  He  fclt 
affOMKi  htm  10  tho  right  aad  left  several  timea,  but  could  not  ibecoeei  the 
opAiill^  H«  Uwn  radonUed  bis  cries  and  tean,  nt  down  npoa  the  alw  s< 
daifOM,  wilbooc  dw  least  ray  of  hope  ever  again  to  tee  the  litffct  of  day,  I 
wMi  the  melancholv  conviction  that  ne  ahoukl  oniy  peaa  from  CM  datkaiM  I 
DOW  was  in,  lo  tlie  shades  vi  an  ia«viiBhl«  and  ipeeoir  dealk 

Ateddin  remained  two  day^  in  this  Mate,  srithoot  either  oattaf  or 
On  the  ChM  day.RfwdUifC  hn  death  as  cerutn.he  lifted  up  hia  buds, and  ioi»^1 
ii^  (bam,  at  in  the  act  of  prayer,  he  wboUy  resigned  himself  10  tha  srjl  id  t^od^'f 
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and  uttered  tn  a  loud  tone  of  voice,  "There  15  no  strength  or  power  but  tn 
high  and  jrreat  Cod."  In  this  action  of  joining  ilic  hands,  he  h.ippcncd,  wiU 
thinkinj;  of  il,  to  rub  the  ring  which  the  African  magician  had  put  upon  his  f»  _ 
and  of  the  virtue  of  which  he  was  as  yet  ignoranL  Upon  iti  b«ing  thu&  rubbed, 
a  genius  of  a  most  enormous  figure  and  a  most  horrid  countenance  in&uuttly  ruse 
as  it  were  out  of  the  earth  before  him  ;  he  was  so  uti,  that  his  hcid  touched  the 
vaulted  roof,  and  he  addressed  these  words  to  Aladdin  :  "  What  do  you  wish  ?  I 
am  ready  to  obey  you  as  your  slave — as  the  ala^x  of  htm  who  has  the  ring  oq  hb 
finger,  both  I  and  the  other  slasts  of  the  ring." 

At  any  other  moment,  and  on  any  other  occasion,  Aladdin,  who  wiu  totally 
unaccu:>tunied  to  >uch  uppenrances,  would  have  been  so  fritfliteoed  at  the  stj^ 
of  such  a  wonderful  Hgure,  that  he  would  have  been  unable  to  speak  ;  but  he  was 
so  entirely  taken  up  with  the  danger  and  peril  of  his  situation,  th.)t  he  Jnsitcred 
without  ihc  least  hesiution,  **  Whoever  you  are,  take  roe,  if  you  arc  able,  oitl  Kd 
this  place."  He  had  scarcely  pronounced  these  words  when  the  earth  opaHtd, 
.ind  he  found  himself  on  the  outside  of  the  cave,  and  at  the  very  wpo\  to  which 
the  magician  had  brought  him. 

It  15  easy  to  be  conceived  tliat,  after  having;  remained  in  complete 
for  so  long  a  time,  Aladdin  had  at  lir>t  some  difticulty  in  supporting  the 
liess  of  open  day.    By  decrees,  however.  Ill's  eyes  were  ;ii  ■!  to  the 

and,  in  looking  round  him,  he  was  surprised  to  find  not  1  1  "'Oifu;  ia  the 

earth.  He  could  not  comprehend  in  what  manner  be  iuii  ^u  -■uildcaiy  COBK 
out  of  IL  There  was  only  the  place  where  the  Hrc  had  been  tnade,  which  h« 
recollected  was  close  to  the  entrance  into  the  cave.  Looking  round  towards  lb* 
cit)',  he  perceived  it,  surroimded  by  the  gardens,  and  thus  knew  ihe  road  he  kkl 
come  with  the  magician.  He  returned  i^ic  same  way,  thankmg  Cod  for  hanqf 
again  ttuii'crrd  him  to  behold  and  rcviitit  the  face  of  the  earth,  which  be  hM 

3uite  despaired  of  doing.  He  Arrived  at  the  rily,  but  it  was  with  grcAt  dcficaJt]' 
tat  he  got  home.  When  he  was  within  the  door,  the  joy  he  expericficed  a( 
again  seeing  his  mother,  added  to  the  weak  stale  he  n'os  in,  from  not  havifif 
eaten  anything  for  tlic  space  of  tltrec  days,  made  him  faint,  and  it  «rxs  some  tinw 
before  he  came  to  himself.  His  mother,  who  had  already  wept  for  bim  as  loct 
or  dead,  seeing  him  in  this  state,  did  not  omit  anything  that  could  lead  to  rettufc 
him  to  life.  At  length  he  recovered,  and  the  Arst  thing  he  said  tu  her  wa^ 
**  Bring  me  something,  my  dear  mother,  to  eat,  before  you  do  anything  cbari 
have  usted  noth'int;  these  three  days."  His  mother  instantly  set  what  she  had 
before  him.  "  My  dear  child,**  said  she  at  the  same  moment,  "do  not  huny 
yourself  ;  it  is  dangerous.  Eat  also  but  little,  and  at  your  leisure.  Yoa  amut 
take  great  care  bow  you  manage  in  the  prc«<ting  appetite  you  have.  Do  noc 
even  speak  to  me;  you  will  have  plenty  ol  time  to  relate  to  me  cvcrythtftg  that 
has  happened  to  you  when  you  shall  have  regained  your  strength.  I  «a  auA> 
ciently  satistied  at  seeing  you  once  more  after  all  the  nHlicliiin  I  have  wiliend 
since  Friday,  and  all  the  trouble  I  have  also  taken  to  team  what  was  beconwof 
you  when  I  found  the  night  approach  and  yuu  did  nut  return  home." 

Aladdin  followed  his  mother's  advice.  He  ate  slnnly  and  not  a  great  diat 
and  drank  only  in  proportion.  "1  have  great  reason,  my  de.ir  mother,"  said  bc^ 
when  he  had  done,  "to  complain  of  you  for  putting  me  in  tho  |>OM-cr  of  a  mu 
whose  object  H'as  to  destroy  mc,  and  who  at  this  very  mnmmi  supposes  jmj 
death  so  sure,  that  he  cannot  doubt  either  that  I  am  no  longer  nlivc,  or  at  kait 
that  1  shall  not  remain  so  another  day.  But  you  took  him  to  be  my  unck,  aad 
I  was  also  equally  deceived.  Indeed,  how  could  u-e  suppose  htm  to  be  anythix 
else,  as  he  almost  overwhelmed  me  with  his  kindness  and  generosity,  and  madCi 
mc  so  many  promises  of  future  advant.ige  ?  But  I  must  Iclt  you,  mother,  that  I 
was  a  traitor,  a  wicked  man,  a  cheaL  He  u'n.s  so  good  and  kind  to  me 
he  might,  after  answering  his  own  purpose,  destroy  me,  as  I  have    ' 


fOM,  wkkoBt  dthcr  of  us  bdnK  able  to  knaw  the  rcuoo.  For  my  pan,  I  can 
matan  yon  1  have  not  \prca  him  the  least  raus'-  ■'"'  •'—  ••-''  "i-iitinent  I  have 
reoeiwa,  and  >uu  n-ilt  yijurvrlf  be  convinced  of  tl  t  'ItmCArcount 

t  am  godig  I"  '  ■ '-  '-'•"  "''  --vcryihing  that  h.«  p.i-v  .  .,     _  -m  moment  that 

I  left  jrov  U.'  <cd  datgn  in  orcullon." 

Al«ddin  tt.  :it  mocbereverythin^  thai  had  lui^Miied  sIqcc  he  ltd 

hama  with  the  moicician,  omitting  no  circumstince  or  what  poucd,  or  what  he 
had  MKn  in  gvinic  bockwanb  and  forwanla  through  the  three  halli,  in  the  ^rdcn, 
and  oD  tba  temooit  «4ienca  be  had  ttkm  the  wonderful  Limp,  which  he  now 
took  ottt  of  hb  boMR)  and  ihowed  10  ht»  mother,  u  well  a»  tlie  tnuupareni  and 
dtfmu  coloured  fniits  thai  he  had  eatliered  ««  be  retumod  Ummgli  the  xankn, 
and  ihc  two  pune*,  ottiie  foil,  all  01  which  he  gave  hb  mother,  who  did  not, 
however,  Kt  murli  \aluc  u|>i>n  tlictn,  Tlic  fruiti  «-err,  in  fact,  prvckius  itooes, 
bim)  the  Iwitre  whii:h  they  threw  at<'>und  by  means  of  a  Ump  tlut  hiin);  in  the 
ch«R^»er,  ati'  iinoai  equalled  Uui  of  the  fun.ouehi  to  havemformed  ber 

tkai  they  w>  ^rBiMK  value,  but  the  mother  of  AUddm  had  no  Kieater 

hDowied(e  ot  iiii<v  tii.iit  her  tatt.  She  had  been  bmught  up  in  a  humble  nmatloA 
te  liHi^  and  had  never  seen  any  jeweU  amoag  her  relattonx  or  ncigbbonn ;  ii  waa, 
J,  not  at  all  lurpriiini;  if  she  consider- '  ■'— ■■  -.1  things  only  tit  10  |desaa 
eye  by  the  variety  of  their  culuHirv     Al>  Ijrc,  put  tbcm  all  bcliind 

I  o(  the  cufthfon-'  <■'  <Ki-  i.rii  I  I  111  u'!iii  li  iltF  -ir* 

Anbtaed  th>  '.hat  wh«a  ho  came 

aadpreaenu  ^       tit,  upon  r«6iibu[  to 

the  lamp  to  tbr  m^^ician,  Uie  entrance  ot  the  cave  »^t>  inuantlj  closea  by 
of  the  perfume  lliai  the  magu:ian  tlircw  an  the  iuc  which  he  had  kepi 
It,  and  of  Mm*  wordi  that  ho  praoouoced.  He  could  not  then  proceed  any 
Jier  whhoat  ibeddan  isan  ai  he  repracnicd  ihc  miscnbht  state  m  which  he 
hteiicU,  boiicd,  as  it  wrrr,  »h\c  in  this  fiital  cave,  till  the  moment  he  got 
;  and  was  again  brought  forth  inti>  the  world  bjr  ncana  of  the  ring,  of  which 
id  iMM  even  tu>w  know  the  virtuea.  Wlien  he  had  fintshod  hts  aceonnt,  he 
to  Us  mother,  "  1  need  not  tell  vim  more ;  the  rest  is  known  ti^  yoo.  This 
fiw  whi^  of  my  advanturts  and  olthe  thmger  I  have  been  in  since  I  left  vou." 
Wondetful  as  ihia  rdatkn  was,  diilmatnK,  too,  as  it  mu^t  have  been  aK  a 
aoAar  who,  in  ^tta  of  hit  defecu,  tenderly  knrcd  her  son,  she  had  the  pttirrfr 
M^lMir  it  to  lb*  end  without  giving  him  the  hsut  mtcrniption.  In  mm  nmt 
pam,  however,  portlcuUriy  those  that  imtolded  the  wicked  trtnarffftt 
in  mAh'ician,  she  could  not  help  showiM  by  her  anions  bow  ■mdi 
Med  bin,  aod  how  much  he  cxciied  ho*  indtgnarioo.  Bat  Aladditt  had 
icr  ooncloded  than  she  began  to  abnw  tbia  impoMor  hi  U»  atraaoMl 
She  cnUed  htm  a  traitor,  a  borb^uiAn,  a  cheat,  an  aivkuin,  n  ma^^Sui, 
tba  cnemraad  ilestrtTTCr  of  the  h  "  Yes.  r  thacidained; 

**  ha  is  a  magician,  and  mariaani      '  cvjlt.     li>  >  •nnnimicaciana 

vuh  demons  by  means  of  tiieir  sorceties  «i  '  Ble%>ctl  be  God 

that  He  has  not  suffered  the  wlclccdneas  of  li  c  its  fall  rllect  upoa 

you.     Your  death  wKuld  have  been  incviu.!;!  <«ne  10  your  aaaial- 

ance,  and  had  ytw  ni't  implored  Hik  aid."  things  of  the  aaaw 

•ort«  hot.  prrcetvinic  that  Aladdm.  who  had  nut  slept  lur  tiure  daya,  wanted  RK, 
iht  made  him  therefora  retire  to  had,  and  toon  aftarwanb  went  hcrwIC 

As  AUdtlin  had  not  been  able  to  take  any  rapose  in  the  subtcnanoou  ftaet 
in  which  he  had  been,  as  it  were,  buried  with  tba  idea  of  bu  cotaia  dMiiwfrioB. 
h  is  no  wonder  that  he  paasad  the  whtAo  of  that  nkht  in  the  moil  arafaian 
■Itifi,  and  that  it  «raa  even  late  the  next  naraing  balm  he  awoke.  Ha  at  Ian 
got  op,  and  the  (Irst  thing  be  laid  to  bin  nwcher  was  that  be  waa  vcn-  boagrr. 
and  tut  the  could  not  oMigc  him  more  than  by  nviag  bin  laasabing  far  br«afc> 
Cml    **  Alas !  my  chiM."  repbed  hi»  ouAber,  *  I  na««  not  a  nond  «  brwd  10 


gire  you.  You  ate  last  night  all  the  trifling  remains  oTfcKMi  in  the  houie.  Have, 
ho\vcvi.T,  a  litllc  patience,  and  it  shall  not  be  lone  before  I  will  bring  )-ou  socne. 
1  have  .1  little  coiion  of  my  own  spinning;  I  wiU  go  and  kII  it.  and  purchMc 
Mimrlhing  for  our  dinner."  "  Keep  your  cotton,  mother,"  said  Aladdin,  "  for 
another  time,  and  give  mc  the  Uunp  which  I  brought  with  me  vesterday.  I  vill 
£o  and  sell  that,  and  tlic  money  it  will  fetch  will  serve  us  for  bredcfkM  and 
dinner  too,  nay,  perhaps  alio  for  sumier." 

Aladdin's  mother  look  the  lamp  from  the  place  she  had  put  it  in.  "  Here  it 
is,"  she  said  to  her  son,  "but  it  U,  1  think,  vcrj-  dirty.  If  I  wer«  to  dean  it  » 
little,  (lerhaps  it  might  sell  for  something  morft."  .She  then  took  some  water  and 
a  little  fine  :>and  to  clean  it  with.  Uut  she  had  scarcely  begun  lo  rub  (hb  bump 
when  instantly,  and  while  her  son  was  present,  a  hideous  and  gieaniic  fjiaim 
rose  out  of  the  ground  before  her,  and  cried  with  a  voice  as  loud  as  Uwwlift 
"  What  do  you  wish  ?  1  am  reudy  to  obey  you  as  your  slave  and  the  alanre  ef 
those  who  have  tlic  lamp  in  their  hand:i,  both  1  and  the  otiicr  slaves  of  tbe  lai^* 
The  mother  of  Aladdin  was  not  in  a  condition  to  answer  ttiii  addrcsa.  She  «nM 
unaUe  to  endure  the  sight  of  a  6gure  %o  hideous  and  alanning :  and  her  tma 
were  so  great,  that  he  had  no  sooner  begun  to  speak  than  she  fell  dowa  is  a 
lainting-m. 

As  Aladdin  had  once  before  seen  a  similar  appearance  in  the  cavern,  he  did 
not  either  lose  his  presence  of  mind  or  his  judgment  Seizing  the  lamp^  be 
answered  in  a  firm  tone  of  voice, "  I  am  hungry-,  bring  me  something  to  «at' 
The  genius  disappeared,  and  returned  the  moment  after  wiih  a  large  silver  buiBf 
which  he  carried  on  his  head,  and  twelve  covered  dishes  of  the  same  PttMriil 
filled  witli  the  nicest  meats,  properly  arrangctl,  and  six  loavei  as  white  as  SMV 
upon  as  many  plates;  two  bottles  of  the  most  excellent  u-ine  and  two  sOvcrcofa 
in  his  hand.     He  placed  them  all  upon  the  sofa,  and  inMantly  vanbbcd. 

All  this  passed  in  so  short  a  time  that  Aladdin's  mother  had  not  recmcred 
from  Minting  before  the  genius  had  disappeared  the  second  time.  Aladdin,  wbo 
had  before  thro^vn  some  water  over  her  %«'ithout  any  effect,  again  endcavound  ID 
bnng  her  to  herself;  but  at  the  ver>-  insunt  he  was  going  to  set  about  it,  wbaCba 
her  scattered  spirits  returned  of  thonselves,  or  that  the  smell  of  tlic  dishes  vUcfc 
the  genius  haa  brought  produced  the  effect,  she  quite  recovered,  "  My  deaf 
mother,"  ciied  Aladdin,  "there  is  nothing  the  matter.  Get  up,  and  conae  and  cat; 
here  is  what  will  put  you  in  good  spirits  again,  and  at  the  same  time  satis^ay 
violent  appetite.  Come,  do  not  let  us  suffer  these  good  things  to  get  cold  fadocc 
we  b^n." 

His  mother  was  extremely  astonished  when  she  beheld  the  large  basin,  the 
twelve  dishes,  the  six  loavcis  the  tn-o  bottles  of  wine,  and  two  cups,  and  peroemd 
the  delicious  odour  th.it  exhaled  from  them.  "  ^ty  child,"  she  said,  *'  bow  camt 
all  this  abundance  here,  and  to  whom  are  we  obliged  for  such  liberalttjr?  Sunly 
tbe  sultan  cannot  have  been  acquainted  with  our  po\-crt)-.  and  taken  cotlip— aiw 
upon  us  ?  "  "  My  good  mother.''  replied  Aladdin,  "  lomc  and  sit  down  taui  htpa 
to  eat;  you  arc  as  much  in  want  of  something  as  I  am.  I  will  tell  yxta  al  c\tr%- 
thing  when  we  hax'e  broken  our  fast."  Thev  then  Mt  down,  and  both  of  tbcia 
ale  with  the  greater  appetite  as  neither  mother  nor  son  bad  e\-cr  befaie  asen  a 
table  so  well  covered. 

During  the  repast,  the  mother  of  Aladdin  could  noi  help  ^top]>:ng  frrqacnd^ 
to  look  at  and  admire  the  basin  and  dishes,  although  %he  w.'as  not  quite  wmt 
whether  they  were  silvxr  or  any  other  metal,  so  little  was  she  acrustoniAd  lothtecp 
of  this  VMt;  nor,  indeed,  was  her  son  better  informed  than  henctL  Ahhnwpi 
they  both  merely  intended  to  make  a  simple  breakout.  \tt  thev  sat  so  loopllut 
the  hour  of  dining  came  before  they  Iwd  risen;  the  dishc*  vUm  lo  rTrTi*"*^ 
that  the>-almost  increased  their.ippelites;  and  as  the\- ue-<-  '.heylhuunht 

It  no  bad  pLin  to  join  the  two  meals  together,  and  iher<.-i  Jiiied  faeCre 
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they  ffot  up  from  breakfast.  When  they  had  made  an  end  of  their  doable  repast, 
thty  found  enough  remaining  not  otUy  for  supper,  but  even  for  two  as  good  nicals 
the  next  day  as  they  had  just  made. 

When  Aladdin's  mother  had  ukcn  away  the  things,  and  put.aside  what  they 
iiA  not  consumed,  she  came  and  seated  herself  on  the  sofa  near  her  son.  "  I  am 
BOW  waitini;.  my  boy,"  she  said,  "for  you  to  satisfy  my  impatient  curiosity,  and 
to  hear  the  account  you  have  promised  me."  Aladdin  then  related  to  her  every- 
thing that  had  passed  between  him  .ind  the  ^nius,  from  the  time  her  alann 
node  her  faint  till  she  a^tn  came  to  herself.  At  this  discourse  of  her  son,  and 
the  account  of  the  appearance  of  the  genius,  his  mother  was  in  the  greatest 
astonishment.  *' Hut  what  do  you  tell  mc,  child,  about  ji>ur  genius?  Never 
since  I  was  born  have  I  heard  of  any  person  of  my  acquaintance  tliat  lias  seen 
<*K.  How  comes  it,  then,  that  this  villanous  genius  should  ha^'C  presented  him- 
wif  to  mc.'  Why  did  he  not  rather  address  himself  to  you,  to  whom  he  had 
lidbre appeared  in  the  sublcrrancous  casern?" 

"Mother  "  replied  Aladdin,  "  the  genius  who  appeared  just  now  to  you  is  not 
^ttme  as  appeared  to  me.  In  some  things,  indeed,  Oiey  resemble  each  other, 
ftdn^  both  as  Large  as  giams;  but  they  are  very  different  both  in  their  countenance 
Bad  dress,  and  Uicy  belong  to  diiTerent  masters.  If  you  recollect,  he  whom  1 
&*  called  himself  the  slave  of  the  ring  which  I  had  on  my  6ngcr :  and  the  one 
^y* appeared  to  you  iras  the  slave  of  the  lamp  which  you  had  In  your  hand; 
wtt  1  believe  vwi  did  not  hear  him,  as  you  seemed  to  faint  the  inst.nnt  he  began 
**  fpeak."  "  UTut  !*  cried  his  mother,  '•  is  it  then  your  l.tmji  that  was  the  re-ison 
*fcy  tlii*  cursed  genius  addressed  himself  to  me  rather  than  to  ymi  ?  Ah,  child, 
**tK  the  Ump  out  of  my  si^lit,  and  put  it  where  you  please,  so  that  I  never  touch 
^agaia.     Indeed,  t  would  rather  toai  you  shotild  tnrow  it  away  or  sell  it,  than 
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run  the  risk  of  almosi  Hying  with  fright  by  aMin  touching  it.  And  tf  jroa  _. 
ntso  folJow  my  .idvicc,  you  would  put  iw;iy  the  ring  as  well.  We  oafnt  to  haif 
no  commerce  with  genii;  the>'  arc  demons,  and.our  Prophet  hu  told  u»  Kk* 

*•  With  your  permission,  however,  my  dear  mother,"  replied  Aladdm, "  [  ihdl 
mice  care  how  1  sell  tht;;  lamp  in  a  hurr>',  which  has  already  been  so  useful  to  n 
both.  I  have,  indeed,  been  once  vcr>-  near  iL  Do  you  not  see  what  ll  ha»  pvo- 
cjred  us,  and  that  it  will  also  continue  to  furnish  us  with  enough  for  our  Cfllift 
suppon?  You  may  easily  judge,  as  well  as  myself,  that  it  was  not 
that  my  pretended  wicked  uncle  ^'avc  liim&cif  so  much  trouble,  aod  ui 
lonj;  and  fatiguinj-  a  journey,  since  it  was  merely  lo  get  possession  of  thti ' 
ful  lamp,  which  he  preferred  to  all  the  gold  and  silver  which  he  knew  was  ii 
three  halls,  and  which  I  myself  ^iw,  as  he  had  before  «aid  I  should.  H« ' 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  worth  and  qualities  of  this  lamp  to  wish  liar 
other  part  of  that  immense  treasure.  And  since  chance,  then,  has  ditcovcrvd 
virtues  to  us.  let  us  prohl  hy  them,  but  in  such  a  manner  tJiat  we  sbaQ  doI 
any  bustle,  and  by  such  means  dr.iw  down  the  cnvj*  and  jealousy  of  our  i 
I  will  take  it  indeed  out  of  your  sight,  and  put  it  where  I  shall  be  able  to 
whenever  I  shall  have  occasion  for  it,  since  you  are  so  much  alarmed 
appearance  of  genii.  Kor  can  I  either  resolve  to  throw  the  rin^  AWXf,  W 
out  this  ring  yoii  would  have  never  beheld  me  again;  and  even  if  I  sfaonkl 
have  been  alive,  it  would  ha\x  been  almost  the  last  moment  of  my 
You  must  permit  me,  then,  to  keep  and  wear  it  always  very  c-vrcfuUy  on  mjr  I 
Who  can  tell  if  some  danger  may  not  some  time  or  other  again  happen  to  i 
which  neither  you  nor  1  can  foresee,  and  from  which  it  may  deliver  me?" 
the  arguments  of  Aladdin  appeared  very  just  and  reasonable,  his  mother 
nothing  to  say  in  reply.  *'  Do  as  you  Ukc,  my  son,"  she  cried;  "a»  foe 
wish  to  have  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  genii ;  and  I  declare  to  you  that  I  cnt 
wash  my  hands  of  tncm,  and  will  never  mention  them  to  you  again." 

After  supiKr  the  next  evening,  nothing  rcmainetl  of  tlic  provisions  which  the 
genius  liad  brought.     The  following  morning.  Aladdin,  who  did  not  like  to  wait 
till  hunger  compelled  him,  took  one  of  the  silver  plates  under  his  robe» 
out  early  in  order  to  sell  it.     He  addre-ssed  himself  to  a  Jew  whom  he  ' 
to  meet.    Aladdin  look  him  aside,  and  showing  him  the  plate,  asked 
would  buy  iL 

The  Jew,  who  was  both  clever  and  cunning,  took  the  plate  and  e\.\ 
He  had  no  sooner  seen  that  it  was  good  silver  than  he  dcsrred  t  ntatA 

he  expected  for  iL  Aladdin,  who  knew  not  its  value,  nor  lud  t     <  u  y  d«3t 

ings  of  the  sort  before,  was  satisfied  with  saving  that  he  supposed  ibe  jew  knew 
what  the  plate  w.\s  worth,  and  that  he  would  depend  upon  his  honour.  hda$ 
unccrtam  whether  Aladdin  was  acquainted  with  its  real  value  or  not,  he  took  ooi 
of  his  purse  a  piece  of  gold,  which  was  exactly  worth  one  sc\'cnty- second  p»n  tte 
\-aluc  of  the  plate,  and  offered  it  to  Aladdin.  'The  latter  eagerl>  '  "  ^noaev, 
;uid  as  soon  as  he  had  got  it,  went  away  so  quickly  that  the  Jew'  -d  wi4 

the  exorbitant  profit  he  had  made  hy  this  bargain,  was  verv  sony  r,c  ti.ui  rwrt  fans' 
seen  Aladdin's  ignorance  of  the  value  of  the  pl.itc  which  fie  had  brottrkt  to  xfl, 
and  in  consequence  offered  him  much  less  for  iu  He  w.is  upon  the  po«nt  of  n»- 
ning  .iftcrthe  young  man  to  get  something  back  from  him  out  of  the  piece  of  fold 
he  had  given  him,  but  Abddin  liimself  ran  vcrj-  fait,  and  had  already  jot  to  ta 
that  he  would  liave  found  it  imposi^ible  to  o\xrtiike  him. 

In  his  way  home,  Aladdin  stopped  at  a  baker's  shop,  wbrrt-  hi-  Ki.u-^i 
bread  for  his  mother  and  himself,  which  he  paid  for  out  ci  'd,  i 

received  the  change.    When  he  got  back  he  gave  what  tei  Tjoti, 

who  went  to  the  market  and  purchased  as  much  provision  as  would  Ust  tfaem 
several  days.  _ 

They  thus  continued  to  live  in  an  economical  manner,  that  is,  till  Abdilin  tttd 
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sold  all  the  twelve  dishes,  one  .ificr  the  other,  to  the  same  Jew,  exaf  ily  as  he  had 
done  the  tir&t.  when  lhc>'  found  they  wanted  more  money.  The  Jew,  who  had 
given  him  a  piece  of  gold  for  the  first,  durst  not  offer  him  less  for  the  other  dishes, 
for  fear  of  loiiny  so  f-ood  a  bars^in.  He  bought  them  all,  tliercforc,  at  the  same 
rate.  When  the  money  for  the  last  plate  was  expended,  iVIaddin  had  recourse  to 
the  basin,  which  was  at  least  ten  times  as  heavy  as  any  of  the  others.  He  wished 
to  carry  this  ui  his  usual  merchant,  but  its  great  weight  prevented  him  ;  he  was 
obliged,  therefore,  to  go  and  look  for  the  Jew,  and  bring  him  to  his  mother's.  After 
haviQ-^  examined  the  weight  of  the  basin,  the  Jew  counted  out  ten  pieces  of  gold, 
with  which  Aladdin  was  satisfied. 

While  these  ten  pieces  lasted,  they  were  employed  in  ihc  daJly  expense  of  the 
faouse.  In  the  meantime  Aladdin,  thus  accustomed  to  lead  a  son  of  idle  life, 
abstained  from  going  to  play  with  other  boys  of  his  own  age,  from  the  time 
of  his  adventure  with  the  African  magician.  He  now  passed  his  days  in  walking 
sbotit,  or  conversing  with  such  men  as  he  got  acquainted  with.  Sometimes  he 
stopped  in  the  shops  belonging  to  large  and  extensive  merchants,  where  be  hstcned 
to  the  conver^iiion  of  such  people  of  distinction  and  education  as  came  there, 
ud  who  made  these  shops  a  sort  of  place  to  meet  aL  The  information  he  thus 
got  eave  him  a  slight  knowledge  of  the  world. 

W  hen  nothing  remained  of  his  ten  pieces  of  gold,  Aladdin  had  recourse  to  the 
bmp.  He  took  it  up,  and  looked  for  the  particular  spot  that  his  mother  had 
robbed.  As  he  easily  perceived  the  place  where  the  sand  had  touched  it,  he 
appbcd  his  hand  to  the  same  place,  ana  the  same  gcnms  whom  he  h-td  before  seen 
instantly  appeared.  Uut  as  Aladdin  had  rubbed  tlie  tamp  in  a  more  gentle  manner 
tfaan  bis  mother  had  done,  the  genius  spoke  to  hiui  also  in  a  more  softened  tone. 
"What  do  you  wish?"  said  he  to  turn,  in  ihe  same  words  as  before:  "I  am  ready 
lo  obe>'  >i>u  as  your  slave,  >ind  the  slave  of  those  who  have  the  lamp  in  their 
lands,  both  I  and  the  other  slaves  of  the  lamp."  "  I  am  hungry*,"  cried  Aladdin ; 
**  bring  me  something  to  eat.''  ITie  genius  disappeared,  and  in  a  short  time  rc- 
lancd  loaded  with  a  similar  service  to  that  he  had  brought  before.  He  placed 
k.  opon  the  sofa,  and  vanished  in  an  insunt 

As  Aladdin's  mother  was  aware  of  the  intention  of  her  son,  she  had  gone  out 
Oa  some  business,  that  she  might  not  even  be  in  the  house  when  the  genius  again 
Cfenule  his  appearance.  She  soon  after  came  in,  and  sa\v  the  table  and  sideboard 
" !  set  out ;  nor  was  she  less  surprised  at  the  effect  of  the  Lamp  this  time  thin 
had  been  the  first.  Abddin  .ind  his  mother  immediatclv  placed  themselves 
table;  »nd  ihcrc  still  remained,  after  they  had  hnished  their  repast,  sufficient 
to  last  them  two  whole  days. 
When  Aladdin  again  found  that  all  his  provisions  were  gonCr  and  that  he  had 
»>o  monc>- 10  purchase  any,  he  took  one  of  the  silver  dishes,  and  went  to  look  for 
*.lie  Jew  whom  he  was  before  acquainted  with,  in  order  to  sell  it.  As  he  walked 
^Mooft.  he  happened  lo  pass  a  goldsmith's  shop,  liolnnging  to  a  respectable  old 
k^oan,  whose  jirobity  and  general  honesty  were  un impeach, able.  The  goldsmith, 
^"vho  perceived  him,  eall^  to  him  to  come  into  the  snop.  "  My  son,"  said  he,  "  I 
^are  often  seen  you  pass.  lo.ided  as  you  .ire  at  present,  and  join  such  a  Jew,  and 
ft-KcD  in  a  short  time  come  back  empt^'-handcd.  I  have  thought  that  you  went 
nd  sold  him  what  you  carried.  Hut  perhaps  you  are  ignorant  that  this  Jew  is  a 
'  great  cheat ;  nay,  that  he  will  even  deceive  his  own  brethren,  and  that  no 
who  knows  him  will  have  any  dealings  with  him.  Now,  what  I  liave  more 
=^  ny  to  you  is  only  this,  and  i  wish  you  to  act  exactly  as  you  like  in  the  matter: 
3f  you  will  show  me  what  you  are  now  carT>-ing,  and  are  going  to  sell  it.  I  will 
"*T!hfnll)-  gfrr  ynu  what  it  is  worth,  if  it  be  anything  in  my  way  of  business;  if  nott 
t    will  introduce  you  to  other  mercluints,  who  will  not  deceive  you." 

The  hopes  of  making  a  little  more  of  his  silver  dish  induced  Aladdin  to  take  it 
from  under  his  robe  and  show  it  to  the  goldsmith.    The  old  man,  who  knew 
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nwle  her  apficaritticc.  <uul  oe  tarn  htr  ihnmgb  a  crrrice  perfectly  wH  without 
Wnf  «  ell  wen.    She  wu  ■crompenied  bjr «  fmi  crowd  or  fcnule*  and  cuouchi, 
wilkrd  on  vMh  tide  of  her,  and  otben  who  followed  her.     When  the  had 
within  (hrrr  /t  fottr  pare«  «<  the  door  ot  the  bolh.  the  lifted  uy  the  «eil, 
i ' '  •      ■  but  enoindMred  her,  and  thvi  Rate  AUddhi 
At  hii  CAM  ai  ahe  approached  the  door, 
nerer  teen  aav  ««ber  fcinate  wHteoot  her  veil 
.LT  uld,  and  wMv  «fCD  Ui  her  jmtth.  h.ul  not 
ii>,  .-.r.L:  ••\2i  taenCan  inc^iablo  of  Hanitl&f  any  ronpasMon 
itnm.     He  had  tatdeed  faeani  that  then  were  kmdb  limwlte 
>  moM  tttiprMaf  benuy,  bat  iha  meeiaiuai  pwaplB  iin 
ititjritcvtr  BHiiB  tfa>  mis  Mipnealoawiiiuiilw  naMplM 
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her  nose  was  well  proportioned  and  pretty  ;  her  moufh  small ;  tier  lip*  Hkc  vet* 
milion,  and  beautifully  formed  ;  in  short,  every  feature  of  her  fate  was  nefiiectlj' 
lovely  and  regular.  It  is,  therefore,  by  no  means  wonderful  that  Aladdin  wa» 
daulod,  and  almost  out  of  hia  scn&es,  at  btholding  such  ■  cambinarioa  of  chuBf*. 
to  which  he  had  been  hitherto  a  stranger.  Bestd^all  these  perCoctioai,  the  fifonr 
of  this  phncc53  was  elegant,  »nd  her  air  ina]c^c,aiid  the  sghtof  her  alone  oaald 
attract  the  resi>ect  that  was  due  to  her  rank. 

Even  uflcr  &ne  had  entered  the  bath,  Aladdin  stood  some  time  IfketmMidil- 
tracteil  ;  retracing  and  impressing  irmrc  strongly  on  his  own  mind  ihelmi^al' 
a  person  by  whom  he  had  oecn  so  charmed,  and  who  hai!  "  ;      '  rv 

bottom  of  his  heart.     He  at  last  came  to  himself,  and  rct  s- 

cess  was  gone  by.  and  it  would  be  pcrficctly  useless  for  hini  \u  >.t.-c^i  ni%  sauun  ok 
order  to  sec  her  tumc  out,  as  her  back  would  then  be  towards  him.  and  ihs  woaU 
also  be  veiled,  he  determined  to  (fuit  his  post  and  retire. 

After  he  had  >;')i  home,  Aladdm  was 'tinable  well  to  conceal  hii  diu|llkcadc 
and  distress  from  his  mother.  Much  surprised  lo  see  him  anpcj'  --"  "-"iifMiialy, 
and  with  such  an  unusually  confused   manner,  she  asked   bin  tj  Ian 

happened,  or  if  he  were  not  wcU.     He  gave  her,  however,  no  lijUCTtr, 

and  connnucd  siiiing  on  the  sofa  in  anegligent  manner  f<^ragreat  iCDj:iliitf  lllne, 
entirely  taken  up  with  retrBcing  in  his  ima^nation  the  lovely  imaKV  of  ih*  FriaOHB 
Hadroulboudour.  Hu  mother,  who  was  cmplo>'ed  in  prepanni:  supper,  did  DOi 
continue  to  truublc  him.  As  M>on  as  it  was  ready,  she  serA-cd  il  up  clofC  lo  fain 
on  the  sufa.and  sat  down  to  table.  Aladdin  at  lirst  paid  no  attcnuoo  to  it  wtw- 
ever,  and  when  he  at  length  ate,  it  was  in  a  much  more  suinn);  moruKr  than 
usual ;  casting  dnwn  hi<i  eyes  all  the  lime,  .ind  keepinj^  sucii  a  profcMlid  w^mfr, 
thai  hismothi'r  could  nut  get  a  single  word  from  him  in  answer  to  all  lln  ijiN  Willi 
she  put  lo  endeavour  to  kam  the  cause  of  so  eitraordinary  a  change. 

AucT  supper  she  again  wished  to  renew  the  subject,  nnd  inquire  the  cum  ft 
h\%  great  melancholy  :  but  she  could  not  make  anvthir.L:  ''   '  ^ad  br 

determined  to  go  lo  bed,  rather  than  affonl  his  motlur  ili.  in. 

It  is  not  necessary'  to  inquire  how  Aladdin  passed  ihe  w.v.n:.  >^!iivk  as  l*e  w»» 
with  the  beaiit>'and  charmsof  the  Princess  Badroullxiudour ;  but  the  oest  morn- 
ing, as  he  was  sitting  upon  the  sofa  opposite  his  nn"''-'  "  h«  «a5  spinniru  her 
cotton  .i-t  usual,  he  addressed  her  as  follows  :  "  1  an.  :hcr,  tn  breu  th* 

long  silence  I  have  kept  since  my  return  from  the  cit;  .  >^:-; : <  mominj; ;  I  urn 

vety  certain,  nay  indeed  I  have  perceived,  that  it  pained  you.  1  was  not  ill,a» 
you  seemed  to  think,  nor  is  anything  the  matter  with  me  now  :  >-ct  J  can  assme 
you  that  what  T  at  (his  moment  feel,  and  what  I  shall  ever  continue  to  feel. » 
much  wiir:^  than  any  disease.  I  am  myself  ignorant  of  the  nature  ofiay  J«d- 
ings,but  I  liavenodoubt  that  when  I  have  explained  myself,  you  will  undmuad 
them. 

"  It  was  not  known  in  this  quarter  of  the  citv,"  coDtinoed  Aladdin,  "and  tkot 
fore  vou  of  course  are  ignorant  of  it,  that  the  Princess  I-i.idrrMil!»m»dnor,  the 
daufihtcr  of  our  sultan,  went,  after  dinner  yesterday,  10  tl" 
inielligcncc  dunng  my  walk  m  the  city.    An  order  was  i 

that  all  the  shops  should  be  shut  up  and  everyone  keep  at  home,  ui:n  tmc  P\"»oi?or 
and  reMJcct  might  be  paid  to  tlie  princess,  and  that  the  streets  throm(h  triwA 
she  haci  to  pass  might  be  quite  clear.  As  I  was  not  far  from  the  hath  at  the  tsDe. 
the  desire  i  felt  to  sec  the  princess  unveiled  marie  nic  take  it  mto  vay  beat!  to 
place  myself  behind  ihe  door  of  the  bath,  supposing,  as  indeed      '  "'  "*"" 

she  niij;lu  take  oft  her  veil  iiist  before  she  cniCFed  iL    Yrnj  rccc 
of  ihis  door,  and  can  therefore  vcr>- well  judge  with  «■•' "  '■'"■  '  ■ 
Sight  of  her,  if  what  1  conjectured  actually  should  t-  i 
take  orf  her  veil  in  going  in,  and  I  had  the  supreme  ': 


M,dtat 

AtiOft 

^..U3»WI 

Df  befaokling  tlM 


beautiful  princess.    This,  my  dear  mother,  is  the  true  caute  oi  the  tutc  in  vfeic^ 


idb 
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saw  me  j-esterdAy,  and  the  reason  of  the  silence  I  have  hitherto  kept.    I  feel 

a  violent  passion  for  this  princess,  that  I  know  no  terms  strong  enough  to 

Ciepi»&  it :  and  as  my  ardent  desire  increases  every*  instant,  \  am  convinced  it 
can  only  be  tatisfied  by  the  possession  of  the  amiable  Princess  Badroulboudour, 
whocn  (have  resolvvd  to  ask  in  roamaxc  of  the  sultan." 

Aladdin's  moUicr  UstcDcd  with  the  greatest  attention  to  the  whole  account  of 
son,  till  he  came  to  the  last  scnienrc  ;  hut  when  she  heard  that  it  was  his 
tion  lo  demand  the  Prinrcss  Iladroulboudour  in  nxairiage,  she  could  not 

Ip  interrupting  him  with  a  most  violent  tit  of  laughter.  Aladdin  wished  to 
resoine  his  speech,  but  she  prevented  him.  "  Alas  I  my  son,"  she  cried,  "  what 
are  yoa  thinking  of?  You  must  surely  have  lost  your  senses  to  talk  thus." 
*  Mother,"  repli^  Aladdin, ''  1  do  assure  you  I  have  not  lost  my  senses ;  I  am 
perfectly  in  my  nght  mind.  1  foresaw  very  well  il>at  you  would  reproach  me 
with  Colly  and  extTa\-^pnce,  even  mure  than  you  have  alreadjr  done  ;  but  what- 
ever you  may  say,  nothing  wilt  prcN-eni  me  from  again  declaring  to  you  that  my 
itaoiuboBi  to  demand  the  Princess  Badroulboudour  of  the  sultan  her  father  in 
WBKtaaetf  is  al^utcly  rixetl." 

••Tnny,  my  son,"  replied  his  mother,  very  seriously, "  I  cannot  help  telling  you 

tfttt  you  seem  entirely  to  have  forgotten  who  you  are  ;  and  even  if  you  arc 

rntined  lo  put  this  resolution  in  practice,  \  do  not  know  who  will  have  the 

city  to  make  this  request  to  the  sultan."    "  You  yourself  must,"  answered  he 

ily,  without  the  Icist  hesitation.     "  I  I"  med  ius  mother,  with  the  greatest 

,  of  lorprisc,  "  I  go  to  the  sultan  *     Xot  1  indeed  ;  I  will  take  care  how  I 

in  such  an  enterprise.    And  pruy,  ion,  who  do  you  suppose  you  arc,"  she 

cdotinucd.  "  to  have  the  impudence  to  aspire  to  the  daughter  nf  a  stiltnn  ?  Have 
you  furgoiten  th.il  you  are  the  son  of  one  of  the  poorest  L-Ulors  in  his  capital,  and 
that  your  mother's  family  cannot  boasi  to  l)e  anything  better  ?  Are  you  ignorant 
that  sultans  do  not  jleign  to  bestow  their  daughters  even  upon  the  sons  of  other 
nikans,  unless  they  have  some  chance  of  commg  to  the  throne  ?* 

•*  My  dear  mother,"  a-plicd  Aladdin,  "  I  have  already  told  you  that  I  perfectly 
foresaw  everything  you  have  said,  and  nm  aware  of  evervthing  you  can  add  more: 
but  neither  your  reasons  nor  your  remonstrances  will  in  the  le;ist  change  my 
KStinientS.  I  have  told  you  that  1  would  demand  the  Princess  B-idroutboudour 
la  maniaige^  and  th.it  you  must  make  the  rcqucsL  It  is  a  favmir  which  I  require 
</ yoO)  and  ask  with  all  the  respect  1  owe  to  you,  and  1  entreat  you  not  to  refuse 
tot,  unless  you  would  rather  see  mc  die.  tlian,  by  granting  it,  give  me  life,  as  it 
were,  a  second  titne." 

Aladdin's  motlicr  was  very  much  embarrassed  when  she  saw  with  what  ob- 
Kinacy  her  son  persisted  in  his  mad  design.  '"  My  dear  son,"  she  said,  *'  I  am  your 
itotfacr, and, like  a  ^ood  mulher  who  has  brought  you  into  the  world,  I  am  ready 
Udoanything  that  is  reasonable  ami  prupcrfor  your  situation  m  life  and  my  own. 
isA  to  undertake  anything  for  your  sake.  If  this  business  wen;  merely  to  a&k 
ilw  dai^bter  of  any  of  our  neighbours,  whose  condition  was  similar  to  yours,  I 
mukl  omit  nothing,  but  willingly  employ  all  my  abihties  in  the  cause.  And  lo 
hope  (or  success,  even  in  such  a  case,  you  ought  to  possess  some  little  fortune, 
vac  leaat  to  be  m;istcr  of  some  business.  When  poor  people,  like  us,  wish  to 
ttury,  the  fir^t  thing  wc  ought  to  think  about  is  how  to  live  ;  while  you,  not  to 
ttratioo  the  lowncss  of  your  birili,  and  the  Uttle  merit  or  fonune  you  have,  at 
stce  aspire  to  the  highest  degree  of  fortune,  and  pretend  to  notliing  less  than  to 
ilk  in  marriage  the  daughter  of  your  sovereign,  who  need  only  open  his  tips  lo 
Ua^t  all  your  designs  and  destroy  you  at  once. 

*■  I  «riU  omit,"  cunUnucd  Ahiddin's  mother,  *'  what  will  be  the  consequences  of 
dUs  business  to  you  ;  you  ought  to  rclleci  upon  tliat.  if  you  have  anv  reason  left, 
Ud  I  win  only  consider  what  regards  mc.  How  such  an  extraordinary  design 
n  that  of  wishing  mc  to  gn  and  make  this  proposal  to  the  sultan,  that  he  wotdd 
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bestow  tbe  princess  his  diughtrr  upon  jtw.  came  into  your  head,  1  cmimot  thiidt. 
Now,  sijpi>o»c  th.il  I  have,  1  will  not  say  ihe  cour.i;ge,  but  \\\e  impudrace^  tO  (O 
ami  present  myself  before  his  majesty,  and  ro.ike  such  a  m.id  rcouest  of  hiau  t* 
whom  should  1  in  the  first  plicc  address  myself,  to  he  inirndiiced  ?  Do  ym  not 
suppose  that  ihc  vcr>-  fir>-t  person  1  spukc  to  would  treat  mc;  as  a  nuutwamaQ, 
and  drive  mc  back  with  uU  llie  indignitv  and  abuse  t  should  so  jiuUjr  mefit? 
But  even  if  I  should  overcome  this  ditticuhy,  and  procure  an  audience  of  the 
sultan — as  indeed  I  know  he  readily  grants  il  (o  all  his  snh^ccts,  when  tbey  de- 
mand it  of  him  for  the  puqmsc  uf  obtaining  juMice,  and  that  he  even  grants  to 
with  pleasure  when  you  have  to  ask  a  favour  of  him,  if  he  thinks  you  arc  wortliy 
of  ii~what  should  I  do  then?  Are  you  in  either  of  thc^  siiuauont?  X>o  ^f9m 
think  that  you  deserve  the  favour  which  you  wish  roe  to  ask  for  you  ?  Are 
worthy  of  it?  What  have  you  done  lor  vour  pnncc  or  for  y>iur  country? 
have  you  ever distin^ished  yourself?  If', then,  you  lia^'cdonc  nothing toT 
so  grcst  a  fa\-ourt  and  tf  tnoreover  you  are  not  worthy  of  it,  wttli  whu  &oa  < 
make  the  demand  ?  How  can  I  even  o|)en  my  lips  to  propo^r  such  a  ChJngl 
the  sultan ?  H is  illustrious  prcsenre,  and  the  magnificeti'c  mx  hii  wbote 
will  instantly  stop  my  mouth.  Hut  there  \'>  alM)  anotlter  rcison,  my  son. 
you  have  not  >'ct  thought  of,  and  thai  is,  that  no  one  ever  appears  bdTorc 
sultan  without  offering  him  some  present,  when  any  favour  is  required 
granted.  Presents  have  at  least  this  ad\'anta{;o,  that  if,  for  any  reason  of 
own,  They  refuse  your  request,  they  listen  to  the  demand  that  ts  nttde  wii 
any  repugnance.  But  what  present  luvc  you  to  offer  hira  ?  And  should  yoo  > 
have  anytliin^  Uiat  might  be  at  all  worthv  the  attention  of  !k>  mightr  a  watsa^ 
what  proportion  can  your  present  possibly  have  with  the  demand  yoo  wWi  tn 
make?" 

Aladdin  listencil  with  the  ereaiest  patience  to  e--  '•-•>  mother  mdA  m 

order  to  dissuade  him  from  his  purpose  ;  and  hat  <  . .  .  d  for  sooe  tkM 
upon  every  part  of  her  remonstrance,  he  addressed  hci  -li  iViUowa  :  "  I  nadiy 
acknowledge  to  you,  my  dear  mother,  that  it  i^  a  t^eat  piece  nf  rashncu  in  OB 
to  carry  iny  pretensions  so  high  as  I  do,  and  that  it  is  also  ver^-  inconsidcnMB  ia 
ntc  to  request  you  to  go  and  propose  this  marriage  to  the  ^uluin,  nitboot  faaviBK 
first  taken  the  proper  means  of  procuring  an  audience  andafiivyurahle  receptioB. 
I  ask  your  pardon  for  doinp  so  ;  but  yon  must  not  wonder  if  ihc  violence  nf  the 
passion  that  possesses  mc  has  prevented  me  from  thinking  about  xnythtag  bvt 
what  was  necessary  tu  procure  me  the  gratthcation  I  seek.  1  love  the  nriaof 
far  beyond  what  you  can  possiblv  conceive  ;  or  rather  1  adore  her,  oaa  I  thlB 
for  e\er  persevere  in  my  wish  and  intention  of  ni;>rrk-tn|^  her.  This  ss  a  maner 
on  which  my  mind  is  irrevocably  tixcd.  I  am  much  obh^ed  tu  you  for  the  hiaii 
which  you  have  thrown  out  in  whit  you  have  uid,  and  1  look  upon  this  hcni- 
ning  as  the  first  step  towards  the  complete  success  I  tiaiter  mysdf  1  thu  te 
blessed  with. 

"You  rightly  say,  that  it  is  not  custom.-try  to  request  an  audU-nre  of  ibesidBsa 
without  a  present  in  your  hand,  and  that  I  have  nothm}:;  <  .fleriitf  him. 

But  uith  regard  to  my  having  nothing  worthy  of  bis  accc;  '  lAadoiertK 

matter.    Do  you  not  suppose,  mother,  that  w  hat  I  brougii '  n  ms  oa  ite 

day  that  I  was  saved,  in  the  wonderful  manner  I  before  t'.'  m  mo  almoil 

inevitable  death,  would  not  be  an  acceptable  present  ta  iwt:  >...uui  ?  I  men 
what  I  brought  home  in  the  two  purses  and  in  nty  sa^li,  ami  whtrh  wc  have  both 
hitherto  taken  for  coloured  gla&s.  but  which  I  now  t'^  ,'  ..js  stoocs  of 

almost  inestimable  value,  and  exactly  suitable  to  a  t  faecUM 

acquainted  with  their  value  by  frequenting  the  shooa  m  -id  yua  liuy. 

I  assure  vou,  uke  my  wonl  for  the  truth  of  it.     .All  iho^r  l:av«  Mcfl  at 

the  jewellers'  are  not  to  be  comp:Lred  with  what  wc  po&scs.:.  (lUin  iat  tbdf  sia* 
or  twauty.  and  yet  they  set  a  >-ery  high  pries  upon  tbetn.     In  (act,  ««  an  boih 
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'U  wnonnt  of  the  value  of  ours;  yet,  although  that  is  th«  case,  as  faros  1 1 

B  mim  the  Imlc  cxpcncntx  I  ha\T,  I  aiii  well  persuaded  the  present 
at  Be  ^-ery  agreeable  lu  the  sulian.  You  have  a  porcelain  dish  sufticienily  laree, 
and  of  a  very  good  ^hape  for  holding  them.  Bfin);  it  here,  und  let  us  see  ine 
effect  they  will  produce  when  wc  ha^-c  arranged  them  according  to  their  different 
coloun.* 

Aladdin's  mothei  brought  the  dish,  and  he  took  the  precious  stones  out  of  tbo 
Xyn3  purses  and  arrangc<)  iIkmh.  The  effect  they  prixluced  in  bniad  daylight  \ff 
die  variety  of  ihcir  colours,  by  their  lustre  and  brillL-mcy,  was  so  great,  that  botA. 
ouxher  and  son  were  absolutely  daziled,  and  ihcy  were  in  the  greatest  astonislk- 
ment,  because  they  had  both  only  seen  ihcm  by  the  light  of  a  lamp.  It  is  true 
that  Aladdin  had  seen  them  un  the  trees,  hanging  like  fruits,  which  aH'orded  a 
tnost  brilliant  sight ;  but  as  he  was  then,  as  it  were,  a  clitld,  he  had  looked  upon 
llieM  jewels  only  as  playthings,  and  had  re^rdc-d  them  in  no  other  point  of  view. 
After  having  for  some  time  admired  the  beauty  of  the  present,  "You  catmot 
now,*  said  Aladdin,  resuming  the  conversation,  "excuse  yourself  any  longer  from 
going  and  presenting  yourself  to  the  sultan,  under  the  pretence  that  you  have 
Dobung  to  offer  him.  Here  is  a  present  which,  in  my  o[Hnion,  will  procure  for 
jott  ihe  most  fevourahle  recepiioa" 

Although  the  mother  of  Aladdin,  norwiihsianding  its  great  beauty  and  brilliancy, 
«Ud  not  think  this  present  near  so  vahiabic  as  her  son  did,  yet  she  nevertheless 
supposed  it  would  be  ^-ery  acceptable ;  she  w:is  thervfore  a\^-nrc  that  she  had  no- 
thing ID  answer  respecting  iJiat  p<.'int.     She  then  again  recurred  to  the  nature  of 
the  request  which  .Aladdin  wished  her  to  make  to  the  »uUan,  wltich  was  a  constant 
9oan:e  of  disquietude  to  her.    *'  I  cannot,  my  son,"  she  said,  "  possibly  conceive 
%hat  this  present  will  produce  the  ciTcrt  you  wish,  or  that  the  sultan  will  look  upon 
.you  with  a  favourable  eye.    And  it  becomes  necessary  for  me  lo  acquit  myself 
^rith  propriety  in  the  business  you  wish  me  to  undertake.     I  am  convinced  that 
1  shall  not  have  courage  enough,  and  shall  be  struck  quite  dumb:  and  1  shall 
Vhus  not  only  lose  all  my  labour,  but  the  present  also,  which,  accordmg  to  what 
jrou  say,  is  uncommonly  rich  and  valuable;  and  after  this  I  shiUl  have  lo  come 
vack  and  infonn  you  of  the  destniction  of  all  your  hopes  and  expectations.     [ 
Slave  thus  told  you  what  I  know  will  happen,  and  you  ought  to  believe  iL     But," 
guided  she,  "  if  1  should  act  so  ronlr.iry  lo  my  opinion,  as  to  submit  to  your  wishes, 
-^md  should  have  sufllicicnt  courage  to  make  the  request  you  desire,  be  .assured 
'Vhat  the  sultan  wilt  cither  ridicule  me  and  send  mc  back  as  a  madwoman,  or  that 
%e  will  be  in  such  a  passion,  and  with  reason  too,  that  both  you  and  I  shall  most 
infaUiblv  faU  the  victims  to  iu" 

Aladdin's  mother  continued  to  give  her  son  many  other  reasons,  in  order  to 
Sfrerail  upon  lum  to  change  his  mind ;  but  ttie  ctiarms  of  the  Princess  Badroul- 
^oodour  bad  made  too  strong  an  impression  upon  his  heart  to  sufTcr  bis  intentions 
*o  be  altered.  He  persisted  in  requiring  his  nwthcr  to  perform  her  part  of  wh.it 
%e  bad  resolved  upon;  and  the  regard  she  had  for  him, .-»  well  as  the  dread  lest 
Sie  slKnild  give  himself  up  to  some  horrid  excess,  at  k-ngth  conquered  her  repug- 
nance, and  she  acceded  to  Ins  wishes. 

As  R  was  now  very  late,  and  the  time  of  going  to  the  palace  to  be  presented  to 

%fae  lultan  was  passeil  on  that  day,  they  let  the  matter  rest  till  the  ncxL  Abddin 

and  his  mother  t.ilkcd  of  nothing  else  the  rest  of  the  day,  and  the  former  look 

^«eiy  opportunity  of  baying  to  Iter  .iU  he  could  titmk  of  tu  confirm  her  resolution 

<rf  going  and  prc^cii'ing  herself  to  the  sultan.     But  nolwilh-n-inding  everything 

be  could  say,  his  mrnher  could  not  be  persuaded  that  she  should  ever  succeed  in 

this  allair  ;  and,  indeed,  there  appeared  even*  reason  for  her  lo  doubt  it.     "  My 

dear  child,"  said  she,  "  even  if  the  <^uli.-in  should  receive  me  as  favourably  as  my 

Tt);ard  for  you  would  lead  me  to  wish,  and  should  listen  with  the  greatest  patience 

to  the  proposal  you  request  mc  to  make,  wiU  be  not,  even  ancr  so  gracious  a. 
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reception,  inquire  of  me  what  property  you  possess,  and  iv'-r-r- r  ntato 

for  he  will  ofi'oursc,  in  the  rir*l  inst.incc,  r.iiher  .isk  aboili  - ,  ihan 

your  person.il  appeanince;  if.  I  say,  he  should  ijk  me  this  .,,...:,;..■..,  what  a' 
do  you  wish  mc  to  make?" 

*'Uo  not,  mother,  let  us  distress  oursetvcs,"  reified  Aladdin,  "About  a  tliine 
that  may  itcvcr  hapiien.  Let  us  first  sec  huw  the  ^ult.in  will  receive  you,  aiwi 
what  anb>ier  lie  will  ^vti  you.  If  he  should  wish  tu  bv  inl'ormcd  of  whju 
roention,  I  will  find  out  some  answer  lo  m.ike  him,  I  put  the  greatest  con6d< 
in  my  lamp,  by  means  of  which  we  have  been  able  for  »ome  years  post  to  \i\ 
the  manner  we  have  done.     It  will  not  desert  me  when  t  have  most  need  of 

His  mother  had  not  a  word  to  say  to  the  speech  of  Aladdin.      She  mi( 
namrally  suppose  that  the  lamp  which  he  mentioned  miyhi  he  able  to  petfu 
much  more  .istonishm;;  ihint^s  than  simply  to  procure  them  the  means  of  subi 
tence.   This  satishcd  her.  and  at  the  s^imc  time  smoothed  nil  the  difficulties  wt 
seemed  to  oppose  themwrlves  to  the  business  she  had  prnmiscd  to  undertake  I 
her  son  respecting  the  stillan.     Aladdin,  who  easily  penetrated  into  his  mot 
thoughts,  siiid  to  her,  "  Above  all  thinj^s.  mind  and  keep  iliis  matter  secm^i 
upon  that  dcjicnds all  ihesuccess  wemay  either  of  uscxiiect  in  •'      -.■■^-■--•^ 
then  separated  for  the  night,  and  retired  in  bcii ;  but  luve,  j-^ 

schemes  of  as';Tandiscment  which  the  son  had  in  view,  pre. .,   ..im 

passing  th^;  night  so  tr.inquilly  as  he  wished  He  got  up  .it  daybreak,  and  »«ni 
immediately  to  call  his  mother.  He  wa.-*  anxious  for  her  lo  dress  herself  a*  mmw 
OS  possible,  that  she  might  repair  to  the  ^atc  of  the  stilian's  palace,  tuul  enter  M 
the  same  time  that  the  grand  vuier  and  uther  viziers,  and  all  the  officers  of  \ 
wrent  into  the  divan,  or  hall  of  audience,  where  the  sultun  always  a—btedj 
person. 

Aladdin's  mother  did  e^'erything  as  lier  son  wished.    She  took  tbe 
dish,  in  which  the  present  of  jewel!;  was,  .md  folded  it  up  in  a  vcr^ 
doth.    She  then  took  another  less  tine,  and  tied  the  four  comers  of  tt 
that  she  miRht  carry  it  with  less  trouble.    She  afterwards  set  out.  to  the  _ 
of  Aladdin,  and  took  the  road  towards  the  palace  of  the  sultan.   The  gran 
accompanied  by  the  other  viiiers  and  prripcr  officers  of  the  court,  had 
gone  in  before  she  arrived  at  the  giite.    The  crowd  m.ide  by  those  who  had 
ness  at  the  divan  was  very  great.   The  doors  were  ripened,. md  she  went  ' 
di\'an  with  the  rest.     It  formed  a  most  be.iiiiifiil  saltTTin,  very  large  and  smt 
with  a  ^and  and  m.i^ihcent  entrance.    She  stopped,  and  placed  hendr  M 
she  was  opposite  the  sultin,  the  grand  vizier,  and  tlic  other  officers,  who  f 
the  council  on  both  sides.  They  called  up  the  different  parties  one  after  I " 
according  to  the  order  in  which  their  petitions  bad  been  presented; 
different  causes  were  heard,  plcidcd,  ana  determined,  till  tlic  usunt  hour  of  1 
ing  up  the  council.    The  sultan  then  rose,  took  laive  "f  il'c  i!iriiil(rt»,  aad 
back  to  his  apartment,  into  which  he  w.»s  followed  by  il  ■  iii*r. 

other  viiicrs  and  officers  who  formed  the  council  then  \i  AU 

whose  private  business  had  brought  them  there  did  the  s.imc  ;  Kime  betflg  \ 
delighted  at  having  gamed  their  c.iuse,  while  others  were  Iwt  ill  satubed' 
dedsion  pronounced  against  them,  and  a  third  pirty  still  Anaioui  and 
of  having  their  business  come  on  at  a  future  meeting.  _ 

Aladdin's  mother,  who  saw  the  sultan  get  up  and  i'  '  '!y  mwfiDod  tfan 

he  would  not  appear  any  more  that  day,  as  she  o'  :  erery  ooe  was 

going  away;  she  therefore  determined  tn  return  home.  "Iin  saw  Ixr 

come  back  with  the  present  in  her  hand,  he  knew  not  at  fir  •  liink  of  the 

success  of  her  journey.     He  could  scarcely  opei    '  'lAt  1ft- 

telhgence  she  hroujjhi  him.  from  the  fc.ir  that  -I  ite  lo 

announce.     This  good  woman,  who  had  never  uh.n.    -.i   uli    iv^ii  n  :uia  the 
walls  of  a  palace,  and  who  of  course  knew  not  the  least  about  the  custtmu  of  tbe 
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place,  Tcry  soon  relieved  her  son  from  the  embarrassment  tn  which  he  was  by 
Mjing  lo  him,  with  an  air  of  jfaictj',  "  I  have  seen  ihc  sultan,  my  son,  and  am 
penuodctl  he  lias  seen  mc  also.  1  placed  myst-lf  directly  upposite  to  him,  and 
there  was  nu  [x-r^on  in  the  way  to  prc\'cni  his  »ceing  me :  but  he  was  so  much 
engaged  in  speaking  widi  those  on  ooth  sides  of  him,  that  I  rcalK-  fcU  compas* 
sbn  to  see  the  patience  and  trouble  he  took  to  listen  to  them.  This  l^ted  so 
long.  Uiat  I  be]ie\-c  at  length  he  was  quite  worn  out,  for  he  got  up  bqke  any 
one  expected  it,  and  retired  very  suddenly,  without  staying  lo  hear  a  great  many 
others,  wlui  were  all  ranged  in  readiness  to  address  him  in  their  turn ;  and  indeed 
this  gave  me  great  pleasure,  for  I  began  to  lose  all  patience,  and  was  extremely 
ttrea  with  remamin^.'  on  my  feet  so  long;  there  was,  however,  no  other  restraint, 
and  1  Mill  not  fad  to  return  to-morrow  :  the  sultan  will  not  then,  perhaps,  be  so 
ouich  engaged." 

Howe\-cr  desperate  Aladdin's  passion  was,  he  was  obliged  (u  be  satisfied  with 
this  excuse  and  ui  summon  up  all  hii  piitieiice  He  had  at  le;i-.t  the  Siiii'i faction 
of  knowing  that  his  mother  had  got  over  the  most  diiTficuIl  part  nf  the  business, 
viiich  was  that  of  obtaining  an  mter\'iew  n-ith  the  sultan,  and  therefore  hoped 
thai,  like  those  who  had  spoken  to  him  in  her  presence,  she  would  not  hesitate 
to  acquit  herself  of  the  commission  with  which  she  was  entrusted  when  the 
favourable  moment  of  addressing  him  should  arrive. 

The  next  morning,  quite  as  early  as  on  the  preceding  day,  ALiddin's  mother 
set  out  for  the  sultan's  palace  wnth  the  pn:senl  of  jewels,  but  her  journey  was 
useleu.     She  found  the  gate  of  the  divan  shut,  and  leamc  that  the  council  never 
«l  two  days  together,  but  alternately,  and  that  she  must  come  again  on  the 
following  morning.     She  went  back  wjih  this  intelligence  to  her  son,  who  was 
again  obliged   to  exert   his  patience.     She  returned  again  in  the   pabce  six 
■^yfereni  tmics  on  the  appointed  days,  always  placing  herself  opposite  the  sultan, 
bat  she  was  every  time  as  unsuccessful  as  at  Hrst ;  .ind  she  would  have  gone 
yr  '    '  1        '      ,  '-ed  times  with  as  little  use  if  the  sultan,  who  cunstantly  saw  her 
^  ■  to  him  ewry  day  the  divan  sal,  had  not  taken  notice  of  her. 

Imi".  i:.  .....  ..<w,v  probable,  .is  it  was  only  those  who  had  petitions  to  present  or 

oiues  to  be  heard  that  approached  the  sultan,  each  in  his  turn  pleading  his 
^ausc  according  tu  his  rank,  and  AL-uldin's  mother  was  not  m  this  situation. 

One  day,  however,  when  the  council  n-as  broken  up  and  ihi:  sultan  had  retired 
10  hi>  apannicnt.  he  said  to  his  grund  viiter,  "  For  some  time  past  I  ha\'e  ob- 
4crvcd  a  certain  woman,  who  has  come  regularly  ever)'  day  I  hold  my  council. 
•and  who  carries  something  in  her  hand  nrappcd  up  in  a  linen  cloth.  She  remains 
islanding  from  the  beginning  of  the  audience  till  it  is  concluded,  and  always  takes 
-Km  to  place  herself  opposite  to  me.     Do  you  know  what  she  wants  ?" 

The  grand  viiier,  who  did  not  wish  to  appear  ignorant  of  the  matter,  though, 
n  fact,  ne  knew  no  more  about  it  than  the  sultan  himself,  replied.  "  Your  ma- 
jewjr,  sire,  is  not  ignorant  that  women  often  make  complamis  upon  the  most 
tm-jal  subiccts.  She  appears  to  have  come  to  your  majesty  with  some  compLiini, 
TiJ:  '  ive  sold  her  some  bad  meat,orsametliingelseof  equal  insignificance." 

~r  ■ .  however,  did  not  satis^-  the  sultaru  "  The  ver\'  next  day  the  council 

^  'L-  to  Uie  grand  viricr,  "  if  this  woman  returns,  do  not  fail  to  cill  her, 

1  ^ear  what  she  has  to  say."  The  grand  viiicr  only  answered  by  kissing 

>••>  ...I '..J  placing  it  on  his  head,  to  show  that  he  would  rather  lose  it  thui 

i.!!]  in  his  duty. 

The  mother  of  Aladdin  had  alrcidy  been  so  much  in  the  habit  of  going  to  thC 
palace  on  the  days  the  council  had  met,  that  she  now  thought  it  no  trouble,  pro- 
"vided  she  by  these  means  proved  to  her  son  ihiit  she  neglected  nothing  that  de- 
pCuHed  upon  her,  and  that  he  had,  therefore,  no  reason  to  complain  of  her.  She 
«inM<qucntIy  returned  to  the  palace  the  next  day  the  council  met,  and  placed 
>icneli  near  the  catnuice  of  the  divan  opposite  the  sultan,  as  bad  been  tier  usual 
fncfk*. 
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The  grand  vizier  had  not  made  his  rroort  of  an^  business  before  the  solan 
perceived  Abddin's  mother.  Touched  witti  compassion  at  the  excessive  patience 
she  had  ^hown,  "  In  the  first  place,"  said  he  to  the  gnnd  vizier,  "anil  for  fear 
you  should  forp:t  it,  do  you  not  observe  the  woman  whom  i  i  to  j-ou 

the  last  time :    Order  her  to  come  here,  and  we  will  besin  by  1  .    .  wax.  she 

has  lo,4ay,  and  expedite  her  business."  The  grand  vizier  imrnvdiatcly  pointed 
out  thra  womim  lo  the  chief  of  the  ushers,  who  was  standing  neat  htm  rcAdv  to 
receive  his  orders,  and  desired  him  to  go  .ind  brint;  her  before  ihe  sultan,  "the 
officer  went  directly  lo  (he  mother  of  Aladdin,  and  having  niaile  a  sign  lo  her, 
she  foIUiwed  him  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  where  he  left  ner  and  weot  back  lo 
his  place  near  the  grand  vizier. 

Aladdin's  mother,  following'  the  example  that  so  many  oUiers  vrbom  she  had 
seen  approach  ilie  buluin  had  set  her,  proslnued  hcrstrlf,  t\-tiU  ber  face  towards 

the  carpel  which  covered  the  steps  of  the  throne,  and  she  r  i '  \  it 

situation  til)  the  sultan  commanded  her  to  rise.     She  did  so.ai'i  tt 

addressed  her  in  ihese  words  :  "  For  this  long  time  (List,  my  go<>v<  ..  c 

seen  ynu  regularly  attend  my  divan,  and  remain  near  the  cntranLe  fi  jc 

it  began  lo  assemble  till  it  broke  up.  What  is  thebusmess  that  brings  , : ::' 

On  hearing  thi^  she  prostrated  herself  a  second  time,  and  on  rUinc  answered 
thus:  "  Migh  monarch,  mightier  than  all  the  monarchs  of  the  ivorkl,  bcftan  1 
inform  your  majesty  of  the  extraordinary  and  almost  increchble  cattsc  that 
compels  me  lo  appear  before  your  sublime  throne,  I  entreat  you  to  pvdon  tiK 
boldness,  nay,  1  might  say  the  impudence,  of  the  request  1  am  going  to  nuke  to 
j-ou.  It  is  of  so  uncommon  a  nature,  that  I  tremble  and  feel  almost  orcrtcmt 
with  shame  to  prn{>o^  it  lo  my  sultan."  In  order,  however,  that  &be  alight  btvt 
full  liberty  to  explain  herself,  the  sultan  commanded  e%cry  one  to  ksiivs  d>t 
divan,  and  remained  with  only  his  grand  viiicr  in  attendance  He  then  told  bv 
that  she  miyhl  speak,  and  discover  everything  without  any  fear. 

The  goodness  of  the  sultan,  however,  did  not  s-itisfv  Aladdin's  motber,  ■}• 
though  ne  had  thus  prevented  her  from  being  obliged  to  explain  her  wiiIm* 
before  iho  whole  assembly,  She  was  still  anxious  to  screen  herself  from  llir 
indignation  which  she  could  not  but  dread  the  proposal  she  had  to  rn-ijEC  him 
would  excite,  and  from  which  she  could  not  otherwise  defend  herself.  '•  Siie,' 
said  she.  again  addressing  the  lultan, "  I  once  more  entreat  >our  maj«uy  ti> 
assure  mc  of  your  pardon  beforehand,  in  case  you  should  think  my  request  at  all 
injurious  or  offensive."  "Whatever  it  may  be,"  replied  the  sultan,  '"  I  pardoa 
you  from  this  moment;  not  tlie  least  harm  shall  happen  to  yuu  fruin  anftfaiQK 
you  may  say.     Sneak,  therefore,  with  confidence." 

Wlicn  Aladdin  s  mother  had  thus  taken  every  precaution.  like  a  wooua  «r1)» 
dreaded  tlic  anger  of  the  sultan  at  the  very  delicate  prup<.isat  she  was  about  19 
make  him,  she  fauhfulfy  related  to  him  by  what  means  Aiiddm  had  seen  the 
Princess  Badroulboudour,  and  with  what  a  violent  pas«nn  thi'i  fatal  Sitghl  lad 
inspired  him ;  the  declaration  of  it  di3t  he  had  made  to  her,  as  well  as  rayy 
remonstrance  she  bid  utgcd  in  order  to  avert  hia  thoughts  from  thh  pasMQ: 
"A  passion,"  added  slie,  "as  injurious  to  your  majesty  as  it  is  to  tbo  ptiacM 
vour  daughter;  but  my  son  would  not  profit  by  an>-thmg  I  could  uy,oracfcna»> 
ledge  his  temerity.  He  obsitnaiely  persevered,  and  even  tlireatened  me  tobi 
gailty  of  some  rash  action  or  other  through  his  despair  if  I  refitscd  (o  corae  «■! 
demand  of  your  majesty  the  pnnccss  in  marriage.  I  have  been  obUeod.  ibcffr 
fore,  lo  comply  with  his  wishes,  although  this  compli.incc  ,.  -  -  -  '-  -^^^gigi 
mywill.    Anil  once  more  I  entreat  your  irujcsty  to  pn  :ne  br 

makin.'  ^...  h  .  r.-,...cst.  but  also  my  son  Aladdin  for  h4\i..^  -  ^..^.^..^u  lUecnh 
and  .  .  piring  in  so  illustrious  an  alhancc." 

Til  -I  10  this  speech  with  thcgrealest  patience  and  good  bonKWr, 

and  showed  not  the  least  mark  of  ekher  anger  or  indi^aation  at  ifae  rvqanc.  nor 
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did  he  evm  twn  h  lato  ridimlr. 
he  aited  hrr  whitt  flh«  h 
jf  tDok  up  ihc  i«irccl  1 
of  the  throne,  and  having  uncovn-ru 
li  i«  impoMftile  to  eipre**  ihe  wtt 
idt  when  b«  law  coiv--!   -    -r-i.-- 
piadoiif,  perfect,  and  ' 
M  brfnre --^^      '<, 
abeolutcty 
Um  prom' 


flefnrff  h»  rpiurafd  anf  antwtr  to  thii  lood 

.  in  a  doth.     Upon  this  ifae 

:  fim  »et  down  at  the  foot 

1  h  to  the  lulun. 

imenc  whkh  tbi*  monarch 


•h- 


ihem  all  or 


tn-spn  to  rc<rullert  hitntclf.  he  loofc 
'ir:,  mil  orUunc^t  in  a  traiupon  of 
!>!'  /Vml  iltrn.havtnf  aomlned 
..  on  in  th«  «ainr  plaoe,  M  tamed 
\\\  hi*  f^rand  viurr,  and  ahovifw  him  ttic  di^.  he  ailcod  htm  tT  M  did  not  ecno 
with  him,  that  he  had  never  bdorc  M«n  any  ieweb  as  perfect  and  hahaatalcL  The 
vuicr  wai  himself  deJi):htnl  with  them.  "  Wdl,*addadtb*KitiBa,**«luUdoy«« 
Mytofuchapmrnf '  V>ivt  n'^1  !hir  donor  be  wordqref  the prisccM fay  de^lMcif 
■iM  muit  I  n'>(  -  ' •me*  aad  demaadi  her  at  HKb  a  price?* 

Thit  Mx-^ti  "  'h  affllaMd  the  icrwid  vuicr,  brcaute  the 

fonnr'       '  '  '  t}uii  he  KiJ  an  tnteatkmaf 

bcMOH  He  wjs  fraiful,  thanlan^ 

and  hii  j|ijKC[irn^ion«   wrrr  n>>l   wiiimut    inuniLiiiun,  that  the  tultan  VOOM   ba 

(feuded  by  w  rid)  and  eairaordinary  a  praatal,  aad  would  In  ceaieQi»rBce  of  i& 
alter  hii  mind.  He  tbcfefore  appnached  iha  ntan,  and  whispering  in  hti  ear, 
•*  Sire.'  ^vA  he,  "  crerf  one  own  allov  chaf  ibb  prcMim  it  not  nnwonby  ti  iha 
priacc»« ;  but  1  entreat  roa  tu  ffrxni  me  three  munibi  before  lo*  jbtolattly 
daMwilni..  t  hope  thai  toax  befme  that  time  my  kmi.  fnr  whom  vai  have  had 
dM  COIUleaCMMloa  lu  c«prm  lu  ine  tfa^i  vtu  ^1  ^  cinl  Inilmaliim,  w  til  be  able 
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to  offer  you  a  much  more  connderable  present  than  that  of  Aladdin,  of  whom 
your  majesty  knows  nothing."  Although  the  sultan  was  in  his  own  mind  quite 
persuaded  thai  it  was  not  possible  for  his  grand  viiicr  la  enable  hi*  *ufi  m  n.  iVc 
«o  valuable  a  present  lo  theprinceas,  he  nevertheless  paid  every  attc-.  :  <.i 

he  said,  and  even  gianted  him  ihii  favour.    He  then-fore  turned  towar-.  n's 

niollicr,  and  said  to  her,  '*  Go,  my  good  woman,  rctum  home,  and  tell  yoar  aoa 
that  I  a^ee  to  the  proposal  he  has  made  through  you,  but  that  I  cannot  bcfiow 
the  princess  my  daufihtcr  in  marriage  until  1  have  ordered  and  prepared  a  variety 
of  fumhiire  and  ornaments,  which  will  not  be  ready  for  three  munLh&.  At  tbe 
end  of  that  time  do  )oii  return  here." 

The  mother  of  Aladdin  went  badcand  felt  the  greater  joy  facciase  she  bad  in, 
the  first  place  conceived  even  the  access  to  the  sulun  for  a  person  of  her  < 
dilion  as  absolutely  impassible,  and  because  also  she  hod  received  k>  &i 
an  answer,  when,  on  the  contrary,  she  had  expected  a  rebuke  that 
overwhelmed  htr  with  confusion.    When  Aladclin  saw  his  mother  COS 
there  were  two  circumstances  that  led  him  lo  suppose  ihai  she  brougbt 
news :  the  one  was,  that  she  had  returned  much  sooner  than  osiud ; 
other,  that   her  countenance  expressed   pleasure  and  good  humour. 
mother,"  said  Aladdin,  "  what  have  1  to  hope.^    Am  i  doomed  to  die  with 
spatr?"  When  she  had  taken  on  her  veil, and  hadsat  downonthesa&by  fanssi 
'*  My  son,"  she  said,  "  that  I  may  not  hold  vou  any  longer  in  suspcsM,  1 1 
the  first  place  tell  you,  tliut  so  lar  from  thinking  of  dying;,  you  have  emy  i 
to  be  satisfied."     She  then  went  on  with  her  narrative,  and  told  htm  m  whil 
manner  she  had  obtained  an  audience  before  every  other  person,  the  prtcsociooi 
she  had  taken  to  make  her  request  to  the  sultan  in  such  a  way  as  ooe  to  offeBd 
him,  and  the  favourable  answer  he  had  given  her  from  his  own  lips.     She  iJMa 
added,  that  as  far  as  she  could  )udge  from  everything  the  sultan  did,  it  wbs  the 
present  that  had  such  a  |>owcrful  effect  upon  his  mind  as  to  induce  him  torctara 
a  favourable  answer.     "At  least,  I  think  so,**  added  she,  "because  bc^bre  Ar 
sultan  returned  me  any  answer  at  all,  the  grand  viiier  whispered  somctliiac  ■ 
his  ear,  and  1  was  afraid  that  it  would  tend  to  lessen  the  good  inrcntioM  hr 
seemed  to  have  towards  you." 

When  Aladdin  received  this  intelligence,  he  thought  himself  the  happim  si 
mortals.  He  thanked  his  mother  for  all  the  pains  she  had  taken  throuKhoat  dbt 
whole  of  this  transaction,  and  for  the  happy  success  which  was  so  imponaat  H 
his  repose.  Impatient,  however,  as  he  was  to  possess  the  object  of  hc«  adWxiaa, 
three  months  seemed  to  him  to  be  an  age  ;  he  nevertheless  endeavoarcd  to  wsk 
w-ith  patience,  as  he  relied  upon  the  word  of  the  sultan,  which  he  cocuklerdas 
irTe\-ocabIe.  In  the  meantime  he  not  only  reckoned  the  hours,  the  dar^and  (ke 
weeks,  but  even  every  moment  till  this  period  shuiild  ctapw. 

It  happened  one  evening,  when  about  two  months  of  this  timcwere  paued.dai 
.19  Aladdin's  mother  was  going  to  light  her  lamp,  she  found  thai  she  had  no«d 
in  the  house.  She  therefore  went  out  to  buy  some  ;  and  on  s*im-  out  mw  tlw 
cit>-,  she  found  that  there  was  festivity  and  rejoiang  goin  lD£ict,al 

the  shops,  instead  of  being  shut  up,  were  open,  and  om-'<  h  bninclas 

and  decorations,  and  every  preparation  making  for  :<'  I'sch  penan 

endcavouringtoexccl  the  rest  in  splendour  and  n)j^>  '  totfaawMs 

leal.    Evcr>*one  also  was  giving  marks  of  his  pleasure. mn  i-  un  -.-.-t^^.    The  imMs 
were  literally  crowded  with  the  different  ofncers  in  their  dresses,  of  ccreawn^,  ^ 
mounted  on  horses  most  richly  cjipansoncd, and  surroumli-        ■'■       ~~  '  nonte 
of  attendants  and  domestics  itn  foot,  who  were  going  aitd  <.  b'plB 

seeing  all  tlii*.  she  asked  the  nKTChani  of  whom  she  boL^^ .^  «..   "M-*t  H  dl 

meant.  "  Whence  come  you.  my  good  woman,"  said  he, "  not  lo  know  thai  \ht  warn 
of  the  grand  vizier  is  this  evening  to  be  tnamed  to  the  Fnnoess  Bodroulbaedtwr^M^ 
the  daughter  of  our  sultan  ?    She  is  just  now  coming  bvm  ifac  fa«tJv  and 
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oftcers  whom  you  see  have  assembled  here  in  order  to  escort  her  back  to  the 
pUoce.  where  the  ceremony  is  to  be  perfunned." 

Aladdin's  moihcr  did  not  wait  lo  hear  any  more.  She  returned  home  with  all 
possible  speed,  and  quite  out  of  breath.  She  found  her  son  there,  who  was  nut 
in  the  least  prep.ired  for  the  bad  news  she  brought  him.  '*  ICvcrj'ihing,  my  son," 
ifae  excUimcd, "  is  lost.  You  depended  upon  (he  iair  promises  of  the  sultan,  and 
it  will  all  came  to  nothing."  Aladdin,  alarmed  at  these  words,  insuntly  replied, 
"Od  what  account,  mother,  will  not  the  aultan  keep  his  word^  How  do  you 
kaow  anylhii^  about  it  .^''  "  This  verv  oening,"  answered  she,  "  the  son  of  the 
pand  viiier  is  to  marrj'  the  Princess  feadroullxjudour  at  the  p;dace."  She  then 
rdated  to  him  in  what  way  she  had  Icarni  the  news,  and  informed  him  of  all  the 
drcumstances  which  prevented  her  from  h.tvin);  the  least  doubt  of  its  truth. 

Aladdin  was  quite  astonished  at  this  intelligence.  He  received  it  like  a  thunder- 
stroke. Any  one  but  himself  would  have  been  quite  overwhelmed  by  it,  but  a 
sort  oi  secret  jcaJousy  prevented  him  from  remaining  long  in  this  state.  He 
inmntly  brought  the  lamp  to  his  recollection, — chat  lamp  which  had  hitheno 
'beta  to  useful  to  him ;  and  then,  without  venting  his  rage  in  vain  reproaches 
.almost  the  sultan,  the  grand  vizier,  or  the  son  of  that  otticer,  he  only  said,  "  This 
nmister's  son,  mother,  ^hall  not  be  so  h.ippy  to-night  as  he  expects :  while  I  am 
.Xooe  fiw  a  few  moments  into  my  chamlx^r,  do  you  prepare  supper." 

His  mother  easily  comprehended  that  Aladdin  intended  to  make  use  of  the 

^Xunp,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  prevent  the  marriage  of  the  grand  viiier's  son  with 

«he  f'rmcess  Badroulboudour  from  being  completed.    Nor  did  she  deceive  her- 

?setf ;  for  he  was  tvo  sooner  in  his  own  room  th.in  he  took  the  wonderful  lamp, 

'^vlucfa  he  kept  there,  that  his  mother  might  never  be  again  alarmed  at  it,  .-is  she 

%ad  been  when  the  genius  put  her  into  so  great  a  fright    He  had  no  sooner  taken 

^ehc  bunp  and  rubbed  it  in  llie  usual  plice  tlian  the  genius  instantly  appeared 

'^Kfttre  htm.    "  What  do  you  wish?'  s.iid  he  lo  Aladdin ;  "  I  am  ready  to  obey 

"you  as  your  slave,  and  the  slave  of  those  who  have  the  lamp  in  their  hands,  both 

-I  and  the  other  slaves  of  the  lamp."    "  Attend  to  me,  then,"  answered  Aladdin. 

"^^You  have  hitherto  brought  me  only  what  1  have  wanted  to  cat  and  drink ;  I 

%xve  now  a  business  for  you  of  more  imDorlancc.    J  have  demanded  of  tlic  sultan 

%iie  Princess  Badroulboutlour.  his  daugnter.  in  marriage.     He  promised  her  to 

^DK,  and  only  requested  a  delay  of  tliree  ntLinllis.     Instead,  however,  of  keeping 

^lis  word,  he  has  this  ver>  evening,  before  th.it  period  Kis  elapsed,  given  his 

'^claogfatcr  in  marriage  to  the  son  of  the  grand  \-iiier.     I  have  just  now  been  in- 

■^xmned  of  it.  and  tlie  thing  is  certain.     What,  therefore,  I  have  to  order  you  to 

'^^  Is  this :  as  soon  as  the  bride  and  bridegruom  shall  be  placed  bv  each  other's 

^Kidei.  take  them  up,  and  bring  ihem  buth  instantly  here  in  their  bc<!.''  "  Master," 

^tnticd  the  genius,  "  I  will  obey  you;  have  you  anything  else  to  command?" 

■^^  VfMh.rr-  -,•  present,"  added  Aladdin.     The  genius  instantly  disappeared. 

icn  x\ent  back  to  his  moihcr,  and  supped  with  her  in  the  same  tran- 

._ r  as  usual.     After  supper  he  entered  into  con\'ersaiion  %rith  her  for 

tune  respecting  the  m.nrriage  of  the  [irincess,  .is  of  a  thing  that  did  not  in 
leaM  embarrass  htm.  He  afterwards  returned  to  his  chamber,  and  left  his 
'^medker  to  repose  whenever  she  pleased.  He,  of  course,  did  not  retire  to  rest,  but 
^^afted  in  txpcctalJon  of  Ihc  return  of  the  genius,  and  the  execution  of  the  orders 
^bc  had  pivcn  him. 

In  the  meantime  everything  was  prepared  in  the  sultan's  palace  to  celebrate 
*4ie  oaptials  of  the  princess,  and  the  whole  evening  was  spent  in  ceremonies  and 
^Triaidngs  till  the  night  was  far  advanced.  When  alt  this  w.is  concluded,  the  son 
^a/tibe  grand  vi/ier,  at  a  sign  tlwt  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs  belonging  to  the 
tortacess  privately  gave  him,  retired  unpcrrcived ;  and  this  officer  then  introduced 
^kn  into  the  apartment  belonging  lo  ilic  princess  his  wife,  and  conducted  him  to 
"  '  ■  dumber  where  die  nupii.il  couch  was  prepared.   He  retired  to  bed  first,  and 
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to  offer  )*ou  .1  much  more  consider.iblc  present  ih:in  that  of  Aladdm,  of  vImm 
yoiir  majesty  knows  nothing."  AUhougn  the  suhnn  was  in  his  own  mlad  ^att 
persuaded  that  tc  was  not  possible  for  his  grand  vtztcr  to  enable  bi«  &oa  to  mtkm 
so  valuable  a  prcKot  to  the  princess,  he  nevenhele&s  paid  every  allcDtioPtovlHf 
hcsaid.and  e^-e^  granted  him  tbi»  favour.  He  therefore  cunied  lomrdtAluMM 
mother,  and  ^d  to  her,  *'  Go,  tny  }food  woman,  return  home,  and  udl  yvurwm 
that  I  agree  to  the  proposal  he  has  made  thruutjh  you.  but  that  I  cannoi  b«u«i 
the  princess  my  daughter  in  marriage  until  I  have  ordered  and  prepared  a minf 
uf  furniture  and  ornnmenis,  which  will  not  be  ready  fur  throe  nifwitht  At  ike 
end  of  that  time  do  you  return  here." 

The  mother  of  Aladdin  went  tiack,  and  felt  the  greater  joy  bocowo  ite  kad  iB 
the  first  place  conceived  even  the  access  to  the  saltan  for  aptraoik  tf  hff  con- 
dition as  absolutely  impossible,  and  because  al^o  she  had  reCMved  to  ft  mini  ill 
an  answer,  when,  on  the  contrar)'.  she  had  expected  a  rebuke  that  wodU  h«sc 
overrv-hclmcd  her  with  confusion.  When  Aliddm  saw  his  mothorcMor  thoj 
there  were  two  circumstances  that  led  him  to  suppose  that  she  brOBfht 

news  :  the  one  was,  that  she  had  returned  much  sooner  thaa  osool ;  

other,  that  her  countenance  cvpre&scd  pleasure  and  good  huoMor.  "Wc 
mother,"  S3\A  Aladdin,  **whBt  have  I  to  hope?  Am  1  doomed  Id  die  vith 
spair  ?  "  When  she  had  taken  ofT  her  veil,  and  had  sat  down  on  the  Mik  bf  hU  > 
"  My  son,"  she  said,  "that  I  may  not  hold  you  any  longer  in  suspenM,  I  wtl) 
the  Arst  place  tell  you,  that  so  far  from  thinking  ot  d>-ia{,  ^u  have  cwoiy  rmob 
to  be  satis&ed."  Stic  then  went  on  with  her  narraitve;  end  told  himfowtaB 
manner  she  had  obtamcd  an  audience  before  cvrr^*  odier  penoi^  the  precubon 
she  had  taken  to  make  her  request  to  the  sultan  in  such  a  way  a*  noc  to  otfead 
him,  and  the  fa\Y>urab]e  answer  he  had  given  her  from  his  oun  hps.  She  ihes 
added,  that  as  far  as  she  could  judge  from  e\er>-tlimg  the  sultan  did,  it  wn  tie 
present  that  had  such  a  po^vc^ful  ciTect  upon  his  mind  as  to  induce  him  lo  retan 
a  favourable  answer.  ''At  least,  \  think  so,"  added  she,  "because  bc^n  ike 
sultan  returned  me  any  answer  at  all,  the  grand  viiicr  whispered  sooiethiaciB 
his  car,  and  I  was  afraid  that  it  would  tend  to  lessen  the  good  tntentxn*  hr 
seemed  to  have  totvards  you." 

WTicn  Aladdin  rcceivetl  this  intelligence,  he  thought  him-iclf  the  luppicM  flf 
mortals.  He  ttiankcd  his  mother  fur  all  tlie  pains  she  had  taken  throu|pMMII  lit 
whole  of  this  transaction,  and  for  the  happy  success  which  was  so  imponutt  10 
his  repose.  Impatient,  however,  as  he  was  to  possess  the  object  of  bit  nflerteo, 
three  months  seemed  to  him  to  be  an  age ;  he  nevertheless  endcavound  U  w«k 
nitb  patience,  as  he  relied  upon  the  word  of  the  sultan,  wtiich  ho  curaidcfedat 
I  irrevocable  In  the  meantime  he  not  only  reckoned  thv  hourb,  the  da)naaadlte 
'weeks,  but  even  every  moment  till  this  period  should  cUpsr. 

It  happened  one  e\cning,  when  about  two  months  of  thi-  ;iaft>od,thet 

as  Aladdin's  mother  was  going  to  light  her  lamp,  she  fou  -  had  no  nl 

in  the  house.  She  therefore  went  out  to  buy  some  ;  ami  tn  ■^^>\-'^  wut  Imo  the 
city,  she  found  that  there  was  festivity  and  rejmcing  going  forwaro.  In  E»ct.«I 
the  shops,  instead  of  being  shut  up,  were  open,  and  ornamented  with  brrkBchv 
and  decorations,  .md  every  prcp;iration  making  for  on  illumination,  each  peneo 
endeavouring  toexccl  the  rest  in  splendour  and  magnihccncc,  inorUcr  losbowhii 
icaX,  Evcr>*  one  also  was  giving  marks  of  his  pleasure  and  reioicioK.  The  streets 
were  liter.illy  ciowded  with  the  different  nihcers  in  their  dresses  of  ceiemauj, 
mounted  on  hnrscs  mnst  richly  r:ip3risoned.and  surrounded  wtthagTcat  neiabcr 
ofattend.ini-'!  and  doniestifs  oh  foot,  who  were  going  ;uid  cominc  ;ilt  "iw  UpoD 
seeing  all  this,  she  asked  the  merchant  of  whom  she  bought  il  i  ttaB 

meant.    '*  Whence  romc  you,  my  good  woman,"  said  be,  **  not  to  1^  .  ;  ciewo 

of  ilic  grand  viiicr  is  this  evening  to  be  married  to  ilie  Princess  IWltuulbunhnv, 
liie  daughter  of  our  sultan  ?    She  is  just  now  coming  from  the  both,  and  iht 


mvTsiblc  to  the  prinress  nnd  the  son  of  (he  grand  vitier.  His  hideous  form  would 
ha^-c  killed  iheni  wiili  fright.  They  did  noi  even  hear  a  single  word  of  the  con- 
vcTVition  that  passed  bciuccn  Aladdin  and  him, and  perceived  only  the  agiution 
of  the  bed,  and  the  transporting  of  it  from  one  place  to  another;  and  indeed  il 
is  easv  to  imagine  that  this  frightened  them  quite  enough. 

The  geniu*  had  no  sooner  put  tlie  nupiiul  couch  in  us  place  than  the  sultan, 
oihous  to  learn  how  the  pnnccss  his  daughter  h^d  passed  the  tint  night  of  her 
auiTUge.  entered  the  chamber  and  wished  her  a  good  morning.  The  son  of  tbc 
ennd  viiier.  half  dead  with  the  cold  he  had  suffered  .ill  night,  aiid  not  yet  having 
ud  time  enough  to  w«rm  himselt",  jumped  out  of  bed  as  soon  as  he  heard  some 
person  opening  the  door,  and  went  into  the  dressing-room  where  he  had  undressed 
himself  m  the  evening. 

Tlie  sulun  came  up  to  the  bedside  of  the  princess  and  kissed  her  between  her 
eyes,  as  is  the  usual  cuuom  in  wishing  any  one  a  good  morning.  lie  asked  her, 
With  a  smile  upon  his  face,  how  she  had  passed  the  ni^t ;  but  when  he  lifted  up 
his  bead,  and  looked  at  her  niih  great  attention,  he  was  extremely  surprised  to 
ubierre  bor  in  the  most  dejected  and  melancholy  state.  He  could  not  remark, 
ettlier  by  any  blush  that  overspread  her  fate,  or  by  any  other  sign,  enough  to 
;;ntify  his  curiosity.  She  cast  upon  him  the  most  sorruu-ful  looks,  and  showed 
by  hicT  whole  manner  th:ii  she  laboutcd  cither  under  the  most  severe  aiHiction 
o»  ifae  greatest  degree  nf  discontent.  The  sulwn  .igain  spoke  to  her,  but  as  he 
(nnd  he  was  un.-ible  to  get  a  word  from  her.  he  thought  it  mij^'ht  arise  from  a 
becoming  modesty,  and  therefore  retired.  He  could  not,  however,  but  suspect 
from  her  continued  silence  that  something  very  extraordinary  had  happened. 
He  went  immediately  in  the  apartment  of  the  sultana,  to  whom  he  mentioned 
the  state  in  which  he  had  found  Uie  princess,  .ind  the  reception  she  had  given 
faim.  "  Sire,"  replied  the  sultana,  *'  do  not  Jet  this  surprise  your  m-ijesty ;  there 
is  not  a  single  new-m.irried  woman  who  would  not  act  in  the  same  way  the  day 
after  her  miptials.  It  will  be  a  \xr>-  different  thing  in  two  or  three  days.  She 
wilt  then  receive  tbc  sultan  her  father  a«  becomes  her.  I  u-ill  go  and  see  her," 
added  the  sultana;  **1  am  very  much  deceived  if  she  will  receive  me  in  the 
Eune  manner." 

Ai  soon  as  the  sultana  was  dressed,  she  went  to  the  apartment  of  the  princess, 
who  was  not  yet  risen.  She  approached  the  bed,  and  wishing  her  a  good 
roonriiig,  embraced  her ;  but  her  surprise  was  excessive  when  she  found  that  the 
princess  was  not  only  silent,  but  that  she  was  in  the  greatest  distress.  She 
therefore  concluded  th.it  something  which  she  could  not  yet  comprehend  had 
happened  to  her.  "  My  dear  daughter,"  s-iid  the  sultana  to  her,  "what  is  the 
resuon  that  you  so  ill  repay  the  caresses  I  bestow  upon  you  ?  V*ou  ought  not  to 
act  thus  towards  your  modier.  You  cannot  suppose  but  that  I  am  acquainted 
with  everything  that  can  have  happened  to  you  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
ym  MC  But  I  will  not  suppose  that  this  is  the  fact ;  something  else  surely  has 
occurred  which  I  do  not  understand.  Tell  mc  then  candidly,  and  tlo  not  sulTer 
toe  to  remain  so  long  in  an  uncertainty  that  distresses  mc  bc'vond  mMsurc." 

At  leogtli,  fetching  a  deep  sigh,  the  Princcis  Badroulboudour  broke  silence. 
"Alas  I  my  most  honoured  moihcr.'*  she  cried.  "  pardon  mc  if  I  have  failed  in 
•ay  respect  that  is  due  to  you.  My  mind  is  so  entirely  absorlxxl  by  the  strange 
ind  extraordinary  thmgs  that  have  h.ippened  to  me  last  night,  thiit  I  have  not 
yri  rcco\xred  from  my  astonishment  and  my  fears,  -ind  h.ive  some  difliculty  to 
raooUect  mysclt"  She  then  related,  in  the  most  lively  rol.nir*,  how  the  instant 
after  »ho  and  her  hu>ba.nd  were  tcchned,  the  iKd  had  been  ukcn  up  and  tran- 
into  an  iti-furnished  and  dismal  chamber,  where  she  found  herself  quite 
and  scpar.-ited  from  her  husband,  without  in  the  least  knowing  what  was 
le  of  him  ;  and  that  she  found  in  tliis  apartment  a  young  man  who,  after 
addressed  a  few  words  to  her,  which  her  terror  urevcoied  her  from  under- 
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standing,  lay  down  in  her  husband's  pl.)cc,  having  first  put  his  sabre  bernvm 
tbcm ;  and  th.it  when  morning  .ippro-nhed,  her  husband  was  restored  to  her. 
and  th«  bed  agAin  brought  hack  to  it»  place  in  an  insuni  of  time.  "The  wfaak 
of  this  tnuisariion,"  she  added,  ''H-a!*  but  Just  completed  when  ibe  Mltan  Of 
^ther  came  into  my  chamber.  I  was  then  so  absorbed  in  grief  and  distress  tiil 
I  could  not  answer  him  a  single  word  ;  and  1  am  afnud  that  ho  w:as  wy  l^p^ 
at  the  maimer  in  which  1  received  the  honour  that  he  did  mc^  I  hope,  ho»<m, 
that  be  will  pardon  mc  when  he  ^hall  become  acquainted  with  my  mrimcfciily 
adventure,  and  the  lamentable  stittc  in  which  I  even  iKiw  6nd  myioll' 

The  sultana  libtened  u-iih  gnr.it  .iticniion  to  everything  the  pnncan  had  t» 
relate,  but  she  could  not  give  full  credit  to  the  account.  ''  You  nave  done  «dl« 
roy  child,"  she  said  to  tlic  princess,  **  not  to  inform  the  sultan  your  &tbcr  of  ihJa 


mrWi 


L< 


^. 


^ 


u. 


'^:\'^ 


TMB  iut.rAXA*s  yur. 


matter.  Take  care  that  you  meniion  it  to  no  one,  unless  you  Hish  to  be 
for  one  who  has  lost  her  reason,  uhich  %viU  ccrt.iin)y  be  the  cam  if  you 
talk  in  this  way  to  any  other  pcrsoa"  "  Madam,"  replied  tlic  princess, "I 
you  that  I  am  in  my  rieht  senses,  ^md  I  know  wtiat  I  say  ;  you  may  ask  mr 
husband,  and  he  will  tell  you  the  s^tine  thing."  "I  will  take  care  aad  toiara 
myself  ofit,"  answered  the  sultana  ;  "but  even  if  be  }i*^es  nic  the  suineaccooBt 
you  have  done,  I  sli.tll  not  Ik  more  persuaded  uf  the  truth  of  it :  in  the  imeiiiiiiii. 
hou-cver,  do  you  get  up,  and  drive  tliis  phantasy  otT  your  mind.  It  woald  W 
indeed  a  curious  thing  to  see  you  iroabled  with  ^ucfa  a  fancy  during  the  fdH 
that  have  been  ordered  on  account  of  your  nuptials,  and  wbich  will  Lui  liar  muy 
days,  not  only  in  the  palace,  but  all  o^  er  the  kingdoRi.  Do  you  not  alrakdy  hear 
the  trumpets,  cymbals,  .md  other  instruments?  All  this  ought  to  iospfav  >ai 
with  joy  and  pleasure,  and  make  you  lorgct  the  fanciful  dreams  tvhich  yoa  fnv* 
mentioned  to  me.''  The  sultana  tlien  called  her  woman,  and  after  she  had  iHde 
her  get  up  and  seen  her  at  her  toilet,  ihe  went  to  the  sulun's  aportmeni*  ewl 
told  him  that  some  fancy  seemed  to  h-i^e  got  into  the  head  of  his  daughter,  Wt 
that  it  was  a  mere  uidc.    She  then  ordered  the  son  of  tlic  jsmul  viacr  M  bu 
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oiled,  in  order  to  inquire  of  him  about  what  the  princess  hnd  told  her.  Bot  ho 
ffcic  himself  so  htj;bly  honoured  by  this  alliance  iviih  the  suUaii.  that  he  dcicr- 
nun«i  t->  fcigii  ignorance  of  wcn-ihing.  "Tell  me,  son-m-law,"  said  (he  sultana, 
"hare  jrou  got  the  same  strange  ideas  in  your  head  as  your  wife?"  "  Madain," 
be  rcphcd,  "  may  I  be  pennitted  to  ask  you  for  what  reason  you  put  this  question 
to  roe?"  *'This  is  sufficient,"  ansn-ered  the  sultana,"!  do  not  wish  to  know 
more ;  you  ha\-e  more  sense  than  she  has." 

The  (csti\-itie<  in  the  palace  continued  throughout  the  day ;  and  the  sultan, 
who  did  not  neplect  the  princess,  forgot  nothing  tliat  he  thought  might  inspire 
her  with  )oy.  He  cndcavuured  to  make  her  partake  of  the  diversions  and  variooB 
exhibitions  that  were  going  on  ;  but  the  recollection  of  what  p;i34fd  the  preced- 
ii^nlehl  made  sucha  strong  impression  on  her  mind,  that  it  was  very  perceptible 
tecnechTng  or  other  occupied  her  whole  attention.  The  son  of  the'giand  virier 
mi  not  less  atHicted  at  the  WTCtchcd  ni^ht  he  had  passed  ;  bnt  his  ambitious 
news  made  him  dissemble,  and  therefore  if  persons  had  judged  from  his  appear- 
ance, they  would  liavc  tlioughi  him  the  happics:  bridegroom  m  the  worlt^ 

Aladdin,  who  was  well  informed  of  everything  lliat  had  passed  in  the  palace, 
(Bd  not  doubt  tlut  ihe  new-married  pair  would  again  sleep  together,  notwrth- 
stinding  the  di^lressiny  adventure  that  happened  lo  them  the  niglit  before.  Not 
draostng,  therefore,  to  leave  them  to  repose  in  rjuiet,a  short  time  before  night 
came  on  he  had  .igain  recourse  to  his  lamp.  The  genius  insLintly  appeared,  and 
addressed  Aladdin  ttith  the  .iccustomed  speech  in  offering  his  services.  "  The 
grand  vizier's  son  and  the  Princess  Badroulboudour,''  replied  he,  "are  again  to 
deep  together  this  night.  Go.  and  as  soon  as  they  arc  Iain  down,  bring  the  bed 
hiihW,  as  you  did  yesterday." 

The  genius  obe>-ed  Aladdin  uith  equal  fidelity  and  punctuality  as  an  the  night 
before,  and  the  viiicr's  son  passed  this  night  in  as  cold  and  unpleasant  a  situation 
IS  he  did  the  former,  while  the  princess  had  the  morriftcarion  of  having  Aladdin 
for  her  bedfellow,  with  the  sabre,  .is  before,  pbrcd  between  them.  In  the  morn- 
i:^  the  genius  came,  according  to  Aladdin's  orders,  replaced  Ihe  bridegroom  in 
the  bed,  and  took  it  back  to  the  chamber  of  the  ralacc  whence  he  had  taken  it. 

After  the  extraordinary-  reception  which  the  Princess  Badroulboudour  had 
RTm  the  sulun  on  the  preceding  morning,  he  was  »*ery  anxious  to  Icam  hon-  she 
bad  passed  the  Kcond  night,  and  whetlicr  she  would  again  receive  him  in  the 
icr  she  had  before  done.  He  went,  therefore,  to  her  apartment  early  in  the 
ing,  that  he  might  satisfy  himself.  The  grand  vizier's  son,  still  more  morti- 
and  disircsstd  at  his  bad  treatment  the  second  night  than  he  had  been  on 
Ac  first,  no  sfioner  hciid  the  sultan  than  he  got  up  as  fast  as  possible  and  nn 
bio  the  dressing-room.  The  sult.m  tame  to  her  bedside  and  wisned  the  princess 
1  good  morning,  after  h.iving  caressed  her  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had  done 
the  day  before.  "Well,  my  daughter."  he  said,  **are  >-ou  in  as  bad  a  humour  this 
moniing  as  you  were  yesterd.ny  ?  Tell  me  how  yoti  have  passcti  the  night"  The 
princess  rctainc<l  the  same  silfncc.  and  the  sultan  perceived  that  she  was  still 
oofe  dejected  and  distressed  than  she  had  been  the  morning  before.  He  could 
^crcfore  but  infer  that  something  verv-  cxtraordinarv-  had  happened  to  her.  Irri- 
at  the  mystery  she  made  of  it  to  him,  "  Daughter,"  said  he,  in  an  angry 
_  and  at  the  same  time  drau-ing  his  sabre, "  either  tell  me  what  you  thus  con- 
ttU,  or  I  will  instantly  strike  olTyour  head." 

The  princess,  terrified  at  the  manner  in  which  the  sultan  meanced  her  and  at 
dto  signi  of  the  drawn  sabte.  at  lenglli  broke  silence.  "  My  dear  fulher."  she 
Cidarmed  with  tears  in  her  eyes,  "  if  1  have  offended  your  ma;esty,  I  earnestly 
cureat  y«ir  pardon.  From  your  known  goodness  and  clemency.  I  trust  I  shall 
Aaage  your  anger  into  compassion  when  1  shull  have  te:;v!e«l  in  a  full  and  faith- 
fid  manner  the  distressing  and  ntclanchuly  situation  in  which  1  have  been  both 
lut  night  and  the  night  b&rc."  This  preamble  appeased  and  softened  the  sulun. 
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concluding  a  marriage  between  the  princess  and  an  unknown  penoo,  whom 
fonune,  he  conjectured,  had  not  ratscu  much  abotT  the  condition  of  a  frommoa 
subject. 

The  grand  vizier  did  not  hesitate  to  give  his  opinion  on  the  subject  "  Siic»* 
said  be  to  tlic  sultan,  "  it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  very  easy  and  yet  cenain 
method  to  avoid  this  unequal  m-irriagc,  and  of  which  this  Aladdin.  e\-cn  if  he 
were  kno»vn  to  your  majesty,  could  not  complain  :  it  is  to  set  so  high  a  price  upon 
the  princess  y<Mxt  daughter,  that  all  his  riches,  however  great  they  may  De,  canoot 
amount  to  the  value.  This  unll  be  a  way  to  make  him  desifit  from  so  bold,  tuM 
to  say  arrogant,  an  attempt,  and  which  he  certamly  docs  not  seem  to  haw  coa- 
aidered  well  before  he  cngiiged  in  it" 

The  sultan  approved  of  tlie  advice  of  his  grand  vizier,  and.  after  some  Ihtle 
re6ection,  lie  -awA  to  Aladdin':*  mother, "  Sultans,  my  good  woman,  ought  alwxjn 
to  keep  their  words  :  and  I  am  ready  to  adhere  to  mine,  and  render  yoar  mm 
happy  by  marrying  him  to  the  princess  my  daughter ;  hut  as  [  cannot  beMiW 
her  in  marriage  till  I  better  know  how  she  will  ike  provided  for,  tell  roar  soa 
that  1  will  fulfil  my  promise  as  soon  a&  he  shall  send  me  forty  large  basiDf  «f 
massive  gold,  quite  full  of  the  same  son  of  things  which  you  hax-e  alrcadf  pre* 
sented  mc  with  from  him,  brought  by  an  equal  number  of  black  s]a\-ea,  eon  of 
whom  shall  be  conducted  by  a  white  slave,  young,  well  made,  of  good  appcanuKC, 
and  richly  dressed.  These  are  the  conditions  upon  which  I  am  ready  to  bains 
upon  him  the  princess  my  daughter.  Go,  my  good  woman,  and  1  will  wait  dl 
you  bring  me  his  answer." 

Aladdm's  mother  .ig.iin  prostrated  herself  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  and  retired 
In  her  way  home  she  smiled  within  herself  at  the  foolish  thoughts  of  ber  too. 
"  Where,  indeed,"  said  she, "  is  he  lo  find  so  many  gold  basins,  and  such  a  ^gmx 
quantity  of  jewels  to  (ill  them  ?  Will  he  attempt  to  go  back  to  the  sobtemiMOas 
cavern,  the  entrance  of  which  is  shut  up.  in  order  to  gather  them  off  iIm  mesf 
And  where  can  he  procure  all  these  hnndsome  slaves  which  the  sultan  deoMBd^ 
He  t^  ^r  enough  from  having  his  wishes  accomplished,  and  I  beheve  he  wQ]  bM 
be  very  well  satisfied  with  my  embassy."  When  she  entered  \V'-  »■•■■'■"•  wiikhV 
mind  occupied  b>'  these  thoughts,  from  which  she  judged  Al  '  nertiia( 

more  to  hope,  "  My  son,"  said  she,  *'  I  .idvise  you  to  think  fio  r.i .   jr  mar* 

riage  with  the  Prmccss  Badroulboudour.  The  sultan,  indeed,  rvcetved  me  v^ 
great  goodness,  and  1  be]ic\-c  thai  he  was  well  inclined  towards  you  ;  the  gnad 
viiier,  however,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  made  him  alter  his  opinion.  After  Ibftd 
rcfMTScntcd  tolusmajcstythat  the  tliree  months  were  expired,  and  that  I  itquMWd 
him,  as  from  you,  to  recollect  his  promise,  I  observed  that  he  did  not  tnueae 
any  answer  untU  he  had  spoken  some  lime  in  a  low  lone  of  votic  to  the  irnA 
vitier."  She  then  gave  him  an  exact  detail  of  every  thing  the  sultan  had  satd^  ud 
of  the  conditiuns  upon  which  he  consenlcd  lo  the  marn.iye  of  the  tirinceu  wilii 
him.  "  He  is  even  now,"  added  she,  '*  awaiting  your  answer  ;  but  DeTw««ti  o«r- 
selves,"  she  continued  with  a  smile,  "he  may  w.iii  long  enough."  **  Not  M  Icnc 
as  you  may  think,  mother,"  replied  Aladdin  ;  "and  the  sultan  deceives  himdr 
if  he  supposes  by  such  rxnrhitant  demands  lo  prevent  my  thinking  anjr  moic  " 
the  Princess  Badroulboudour.  I  expected  to  have  itilt  ' — ~'  difftcuMci 
surmount  and  tliat  he  would  have  put  a  much  hii;licr  p:  ny  incvaqiar- 

able  princess.     But  I  am  now  \-cr>-  well  satisiicd.  .t"'  ■■  .-L-juirtt  ofnei 

trifling  in  comparison  to  what  I  would  gi\'e  htm  to  p< '  \  tmsun; 

I  am  considering  how  to  comply  with  his  dcimnd5,du  j.l.  ^-.tj-d  sec  aboat^ 
thing  for  dinner,  and  leave  mc  to  myself." 

As  soon  as  his  mother  had  gone  out  to  purchase  some  pr.iiki.orn,  Aladdia 
the  lamp,  and  having  nibbed  it,  the  genius  inst.iiuly  ap{"  •Icfnandedi 

htm  in  the  usual  terms  what  it  was  he  wnnted,  for  he  v  :     la  ofaef  Iriii 

"The  tultan  agrees  to  gi\'e  me  the  princess  hts  daughter  in  nufrio^*  «■ 
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Aladdin  ;  "  but  he  first  demands  of  me  forty  lar^  basins  of  massiTO  gold,  fUled 
to  the  very  top  with  the  various  fruits  of  the  garden  from  which  I  took  the  lamp 
thai  you  are  the  slave  of.  He  requires  also  that  these  forty  basins  should  be 
cnried  by  as  many  black  slaves,  prcceticd  by  an  equal  number  of  young,  hand- 
some,  and  well-made  white  stages,  very  richly  dressed.  Go, and  procure  m«  this 
present  as  soon  as  possible,  tluit  1  may  send  it  to  the  sulun  before  the  silting  of 
tbc  divan  is  o\Tr."  The  )i;eniu&  only  said  that  his  commands  should  be  instandy 
ciccutcd.  and  disappeared. 

In  a  >-ery  short  time  the  genius  returned  ivith  forty  black  slaves, each  carrying 
upon  his  head  a  large  golden  basin  of  great  weight,  full  of  pearls,  diamonds, 
rubies,  and  emeraltis,  equally  valuable  for  their  bntUancy  and  size  widi  those 
which  had  already  been  presented  to  tlie  sultan.  Each  basin  was  covered  with 
a  cloth  of  silver,  embroidered  with  tlowcrs  of  gold.  All  these  slaves  with  Ulcir 
eoJden  basins,  together  with  the  while  ones,  entirely  filled  the  house,  which  wa& 
but  small,  as  well  as  the  court  in  front  and  a  garden  behind  it  The  genius  asked 
Abddin  if  he  was  contented,  and  whether  he  had  any  further  commands  for  him  ; 
ud  OB  bemg  told  that  he  liad  not,  he  iimuediately  disappeared. 

Aladdin's  mother  now  returned  from  market,  and  was  tn  the  greatest  surprise 
oa  coming  home  to  see  so  many  persons  and  so  much  riches.  When  she  liad  set 
down  the  provisions  which  she  had  brought  with  her,  she  was  going  to  lake  otT 
ber  veil,  but  Aladdin  prevented  her.  "  My  dear  mother,"  he  cried,  "  there  is  rw> 
lime  to  lose.  It  is  of  conseiiuence  tliat  you  should  return  to  the  palace  before  the 
diran  breaks  up,  and  should  immediately  conduct  there  the  present  and  dowry, 
which  the  sultan  demands  for  the  i'rincess  Badroulboudour,  that  he  may  Judge 
ban  my  diligence  and  exactness  of  roy  ardent  and  sincere  zeal  to  procure  the 
honour  of  cnicnng  into  alliance  with  him." 

Without  waiting  for  his  muihcr's  answer,  Aladdin  opened  the  dour  that  led 
iata  the  street,  ana  ordered  all  the  slaves  to  go  out  one  after  the  other.  He  then 
plicedawhite  slave  l)cforc  each  of  the  black  ones,  who  carried  the  golden  basins 
«o  their  beads.  When  his  mother,  who  followed  the  last  black  slave,  was  gone 
out.  he  shut  the  door,  and  remained  quietly  in  his  chamber,  in  the  full  expccta- 
lioo  that  the  sultan,  after  receiving  such  a  present  as  he  had  required,  would  now 
itadily  consent  to  accept  him  for  a  son-in-law. 

The  first  white  slave  that  went  out  of  Aladdin's  house  occasioned  everyone 
who  was  guing  past  to  stop,  and  before  all  the  eighty  slaves,  alternately  a  black 
and  white  one,  had  finished  going  out,  the  street  was  filled  wiili  a  great  crowd  of 
Mo|>le,  who  collected  from  all  parts  to  see  so  grand  and  extraordinary  a  sigfaL 
vtm  dress  of  each  slave  was  made  of  a  rich  stutT,  and  so  studded  with  precious 
ttones,  that  they  who  thought  themselves  the  best  judges  reckoned  each  of  Uiem 
at  more  than  a  million.  Each  dress  was  also  very  appropriate,  and  well  .idapted 
totheweatcr.  The  graceful  manner,  elegant  form,  and  great  similarit>' of  each 
shnL  tceetbcr  with  their  marching  at  regular  distances  from  each  other,  and  the 
duding  Htstrc  that  the  different  icwcts  which  were  set  in  their  girdles  of  massive 
ndd  constantly  sheii,  added  to  the  branches  of  precious  stones  fastened  to  their 
aead-dfcsses,  which  were  all  of  a  particular  make,  |iroduced  in  the  multitude  of 
l|iectators  who  were  assembled  so  excessive  a  degree  of  admiration  that  they 
oaold  not  take  their  eyes  from  them,  50  long  as  any  one  of  them  remained  in  sighL 
Bat  all  the  streets  were  so  thronged  with  people,  that  every-  one  was  obliged  to 
Temain  in  the  spot  where  he  happened  to  be. 

As  it  was  necessary  to  pass  through  scvei^d  streets  before  they  could  arrive  at 
the  palace,  the  procession  went  through  a  great  part  of  the  city,  and  most  of  the 
Uubitants  of  ever)' rank  and  quality  were  witnesses  to  this  splendid  spectacle. 
'When  the  tir^i  of  the  eighty  slaves  arrived  at  the  gate  of  the  first  court  of  the 
y*»f*_  the  porters  were  in  Uie  greatest  haste,  as  soon  as  tlic)'  perceived  this 
•■oBtfhiDg  pn>cession  approaching,  to  open  it,  as  iliey  look  the  first  for  a  king, 
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concluding  a  marriage  betvrecn  the  princess  mnd  an  onknown  penon,  whan 
fortune,  he  conjectured,  had  not  raised  much  above  the  condhioo  of  a  caoiraan 
•ubject. 

The  grand  vixier  did  not  hesitate  to  give  his  opinion  on  the  subject.  •■  Sn,' 
said  tie  to  the  sultan,  *'  it  seems  lo  me  mat  there  is  a  very  easy  and  yvt  cotaki 
method  to  a\'oid  this  unequal  mnrrbge,  and  ni'  which  this  Aladdin,  ertn  if  hi 
were  knovt-n  to  your  majesty,  could  nni  fromplain  :  it  is  (o  set  so  high  a  pnc«  vpvB 
the  princess  your  daughter,' ihat  all  his  riches,  however  great  ihey  may  be,  caaiMl 
amount  to  the  valtie.  Thi«  will  be  a  way  to  make  him  desist  from  so  bcid,  tMl 
to  say  arrogant,  an  attempt,  and  which  he  certainly  does  not  seem  to  hive  ooft> 
sidered  well  before  he  engaged  in  it.' 

The  sulun  approved  of  the  advice  of  his  gnmd  vizter,  and,  after  somt  lidt 
reflection,  be  said  to  Aladdin's  mother,'*  Sultans,  my  good  woman, oa(^t  al««n 
to  keep  tlieir  word^ :  and  I  am  ready  to  adhere  to  mine,  and  render  your  mm 
happy  by  marrying  him  to  the  princess  my  daughter ;  but  as  I  cannot  bcstov 
her  in  marriage  till  I  better  know  how  she  will  be  provided  for,  tell  ttnur  stn 
that  I  will  fulfil  my  pnimise  as  soon  as  he  shall  send  me  forty  large  buiatcf 
massive  gold,  quite  full  of  the  sanrte  sort  of  things  which  you  have  alreMly  pf^ 
scnied  mc  with  from  him,  brought  by  an  equal  number  of  black  sJaws,  mtcki£ 
whom  shall  be  conducted  by  a  white  slave,  young,  well  made,  of  good  appeaiBaoi^ 
and  richly  dressed.  These  arc  the  conditions  upon  which  1  am  x^mAj  to  ba^sv 
upon  him  the  princess  my  daughter.  Co,  my  good  woman,  and  1  irill  «ail  ifl 
you  bring  me  his  answer." 

Aladdin's  mother  again  prostrated  herself  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  and  irtlfed 
In  her  way  home  she  smiled  within  herself  at  the  foolish  thoughts  of  b«r  M6. 
"  Whcrv,  indeed,"  said  she, "  is  he  to  find  so  many  gold  basins,  uid  waA  a.  fiVM 
quantity  of  jewels  to  fill  them  ?  Will  he  attempt  to  go  back  to  the  rabtaraneOTi 
cavern,  the  entrance  of  which  is  shut  up,  in  order  to  gather  them  off  the  tnmf 
And  where  can  he  proaire  alt  these  handsome  slaves  which  ihe  sultan  deomids? 
He  is  far  enough  from  having  his  wishes  accomplished,  and  I  )>e[iere  h«  will  aol 
be  very  well  satisfied  with  my  embassy."  When  she  entered  the  house  with  ha 
mind  occupied  by  these  thoughu,  from  which  she  judged  Al.iddin  had  nolhim 
more  to  hope,  "  My  son,"  said  she,  "  I  advise  you  to  think  no  more  of  >-our  !»» 
riagc  with  the  Princess  Badroulboudour.  The  sultan,  indeed,  received  me  wtak 
great  goodness,  and  I  behcvc  that  he  was  well  inclined  towards  you  ;  the  rraad 
vizier,  however,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  made  him  alter  his  opinion.  After  J  \aA 
represented  tu  his  majesty  that  the  three  months  were  expired,  and  that  I  requoaitf 
him,  as  from  you,  to  recollect  his  promise.  I  observe*!  that  he  did  net  tnakr  wt 
any  answer  until  he  had  spoken  some  time  in  a  low  tone  of  voire  (i>  the  grawl 
vi«ier."  She  then  gave  him  an  exact  detail  uf  everything  tlie  sultan  had  sai^anrf 
of  the  conditions  upon  which  he  consented  to  the  marriage  of  the  princess  wtih 
him.  **  He  is  even  now,"  added  she.  *'  awaiting  your  answer  ;  but  bc<w«eii  va- 
selves,"  she  continued  with  a  smile,  **  he  may  wait  long  enough,'"  **  No*  to  taac 
as  you  may  think,  mother,"  replied  Aladdin  ;  "and  the  sultan  deceives  homcB 
if  he  supposes  by  such  exorbii.int  dem.inds  to  prevent  my  thinkinj^  any  mute  rf 
the  Princess  Badroulboudour.  I  ex[)ected  to  have  still  greater  dif&cahki  m 
surmount,  and  that  he  would  have  put  a  much  higher  price  upon  my  iMOapv- 
ablc  princess.  But  I  .im  now  very  well  sati^ttied.  and  what  he  requires  of  mc  tt 
trifling  in  comparison  to  what  I  would  ^ive  him  to  possess  such  a  treasure;  WMe 
I  am  considering  how  to  comply  H-ith  his  dcm-indi,  do  you  go  and  see  aboM  Mmo- 
thing  for  dinner,  and  leave  mc  to  m>'sc!f."' 

As  soon  as  his  mother  had  gone  out  to  purchase  some  provisions,  Alndcfin  look 
the  lamp,  and  having  rubbed  it.  Ihe  genius  inst.inl1y  np[)can:d,  ami  demanded  of 
him  in  the  usual  terms  what  il  was  he  wanted,  for  he  was  ready  lo  ubey  ha«* 
"The  sultan  :^rees  (o  give  ine  the  princess  his  daughter  In  morriBfe,'  said 


Aladdin  ;  "  but  he  first  demands  of  me  forty  lar(re  basins  of  mauive  gold,  filled 
to  the  very  top  with  the  various  frails  of  the  garden  from  which  I  took  tlic  lamp 
thftl  you  are  the  sl.ive  of.  He  requires  also  that  these  forty  basins  should  be 
curied  by  as  many  black  slaves,  preceded  by  an  equal  number  of  young,  hand- 
sonWt  >"d  well-made  white  slaves,  very  richly  dressed.  Go,  and  procure  me  this 
pKwnt  as  soon  as  possible,  Uiat  1  may  send  it  to  the  sulun  before  the  sitting  of 
the  divan  is  over."  The  genius  only  Sjiid  tliat  bis  commands  should  be  instantly 
executed,  and  disappeared. 

In  a  ver>-  short  time  the  genius  returned  with  forty  black  slaves,  each  cairying^ 
upon  bis  head  a  large  golden  basin  of  great  weight,  full  of  pearls,  diamonds^ 
rabies,  and  emeralds,  equally  valuable  for  their  brilliancy  and  siie  with  those 
which  had  already  been  presented  to  the  sultan.  Each  bisin  was  covered  with 
a  cloth  of  silver,  embroidered  with  flowers  of  gold.  All  these  slaves  with  their 
golden  bnains,  together  with  the  white  ones,  entirely  tilled  the  house,  which  was- 
but  small,  as  well  as  the  court  in  front  and  a  garden  behind  it.  The  genius  asked 
Aladdin  if  he  was  contented,  and  whether  he  had  any  further  commuuU  for  him ; 
and  on  being  told  thai  he  liad  not.  be  inuncdiatcly  disappeared. 

Aladdin's  mother  now  returned  from  market,  and  wa^  in  the  greatest  surprise 
oo  coning  home  to  sec  so  many  persons  and  so  much  riches.  W  hei;  she  had  set 
down  the  provisions  which  she  had  brought  with  her,  she  was  going  to  take  off 
bcr  veU,  but  Aladdin  prevented  her.  '*  My  dear  mother,"  he  cried,  "  there  is  no 
tinic  to  lose.  It  is  of  consequence  that  you  should  return  to  the  palace  before  the 
divan  breaks  up,  and  should  immediately  conduct  there  the  present  and  dowry, 
which  the  sultan  demands  for  the  I'rincess  Uadroulboudour,  that  he  may  judge 
tnom  my  diligence  and  exactness  of  my  ardent  and  sincere  zeal  to  procure  the 
honour  of  entering  into  alliance  with  turn." 

Widiout  waiting  for  bis  mothcr^s  answer,  Aladdin  opened  the  door  that  ted 
iato  the  street,  and  ordered  all  the  slaves  to  go  out  one  after  the  other.  He  then 
placed  a  white  slave  before  each  of  the  black  ones,  who  carried  the  golden  basins 
m  Aeir  heads.  When  his  mother,  who  fullowcd  the  last  black  slave,  was  gone 
out,  he  shut  the  door,  and  remained  quietly  in  his  chamber,  in  the  full  expecu- 
tion  that  the  sultan,  after  receiving  such  a  present  as  he  had  required,  would  now 
mdily  consent  to  accept  him  for  a  son-in-law. 

The  first  white  slave  that  went  out  of  Aladdin's  house  occasioned  e%-eryoiie 

who  was  going  past  to  stop,  and  before  all  the  eighty  slaves,  alternately  a  bbck 

■ad  while  one,  bad  finished  going  out,  the  street  wa^  tilled  with  a  great  crowd  of 

people,  who  collected  from  all  parts  to  see  so  grand  and  extraordinary  a  sight. 

The  dress  of  each  slave  w.is  made  of  a  rich  stutf,  and  so  studded  with  precious- 

■innoT,  that  they  who  thought  themselves  the  best  judges  reckoned  each  of  them 

^H  toon  than  a  million.   Each  dress  was  also  ver>-  appropriate,  and  well  adapted 

"Ve  the  wearer.     The  graceful  manner,  elegant  fonn.  and  great  simiinnt>-  of  e.ich 

'3la\'e,  together  with  their  marching  at  regular  distances  Irom  each  other,  and  the 

'^auhng lustre  that  the  different  jewels  which  were  set  in  their  girdles  of  massive 

snid  constantly  shed,  added  to  the  branches  of  precious  stones  fastened  to  their 

^icid  dmin,  which  were  all  uf  a  particular  make,  produced  in  the  multitude  of 

[■■^^■pectatgrs  who  were  assembled  so  excessive  a  degree  of  admiration  that  they 

'  "^LAuld  txit  take  their  eyes  from  them,  so  longasanyoneof  them  remained  insight. 

^^iHt  all  the  streets  were  so  thronged  with  people,  that  e^'ery  one  wa.<i  obliged  to 

lin  in  the  spot  where  he  happened  to  be. 

As  it  was  necess.ir>-  to  pass  through  several  streets  before  they  could  arrive  at 

'^^~be  palace,  the  procession  went  through  a  great  part  of  the  city,  and  moat  of  the 

'^oikdiitanls  of  every  rank  and  quahty  were  witnesses  to  this  splendid  spectacle. 

"^ATjen  the  hrst  of  the  eighty  slaves  arrived  at  the  gate  of  the  tirsl  court  of  the 

ce,  the  porters  were  in  tlic  greatest  haste,  as  soon  as  they  perceived  this 

^MattNiiihiDK  procession  approaching,  tu  open  it,  as  they  look  the  first  for  a  king. 
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so  richly  and  magnificently  was  he  dressed.    They  were  nd^-aTicinj;  to  kiiB 
bcm  of  his  robe,  when  the  slave,  instrucied  by  the  genius,  flopped  tbcia,  and 
■a  grave  tone  of  voice  said,  "  Our  master  nill  appear  when  the  umc  iluU 
proper.* 

The  first  slave,  followed  by  all  the  re*l,  advanced  as  far  the  second  c< 
■was  very  spacious,  and  contained  those  apartments  thai  the  sultan  inhabit 
the  divan  sat.  The  officers  who  were  at  the  head  of  the  sultan's  guards ' 
handsomely  clothed,  but  they  were  completely  eclipsed  by  the  eighty  »lavei 
were  the  bearers  of  Aladdin's  present,  and  who  tliemselvc^  fonned  span 
Kothing,  in  short,  throughout  the  sultan's  whole  palace  appeared  so  beaioliftil  aad 
1)rilltant ;  and  however  magnificently  dressed  the  different  noble»  of  the  oo«n 
might  be,  thc-y  dwindled  to  noihine  in  comparison  with  what  was  now  to  be  Mca 

As  the  sulian  had  been  informed  of  the  march  and  arrival  of  these  ftlavca,  he 
had  given  ord<^rs  to  have  them  admitted.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  they  putfwwl 
themselves  before  ii,  they  found  the  door  of  the  divan  open.  They  euered  « 
F^^lar  order,  one  pan  going  to  the  right,  and  the  other  to  the  left.  AAsr  fheji 
were  all  within  the  hall,  and  had  formed  a  large  semicircle  before  the  tfarooeef  Ac 
saltan,  each  of  ttie  black  slaves  placed  the  basin  which  he  carried  upon  the  oipn. 
The>'  then  all  prostrated  themselves  so  low  tliat  tlteir  forcheatu  tpi^rhf^  Ike 

found.  The  white  slaves  .ilso.ai  the  same  time,  performe-'  ''•-  -  ■"—  ■•"v.xaiaKf. 
hey  then  a\\  got  up,  and  in  doing  so,  the  bhcle  slaves  s  od  thi 

basins  which  were  before  them,  and  then  remained  siand-p  „i  \asA 

crossed  upon  their  breasts  m  a  very  modest  attitude. 

The  mother  of  Aladdin,  who  had  in  the  meantime  advanced  to  the  foot  ofdc 
throne,  having  first  prostrated  herself,  thus  addressed  the  sultan :  **  My  aaa 
Aladdin,  sire,  is  not  ignorant  that  this  present  which  he  has  sent  your  majesty  ii 
ver>-  much  beneath  the  inestimable  worth  of  the  Princess  Badrnu'lbo>udour.  He 
oevertlteless  hopes  that  your  majesty  will  favourably  accept  it.  and  that  y<ni  «j 
endeavour  to  make  it  agreeable  to  the  princess.  He  has  the  greater  r^Uaoe  Am 
his  expectations  will  be  fulfilled,  because  he  has  tried  to  coniiann  htmc^  ttdK 
Conditions  which  you  were  pleased  to  point  out"* 

The  sultan  was  unable  to  pay  the  least  attention  to  the  compUmeotaryadilw 
of  Aladdin's  mother.  The  very  first  look  he  cast  upon  the  forty  goldoi  Imbk 
heaped  up  with  jewels  of  the  most  brilliant  lustre,  finest  water,  and  gteiittM lahc 
he  had  ever  seen,  as  u^ll  as  the  eighty  slaves,  who  seemetl  like  so  vcaaf  Mangi, 
both  from  the  magnificence  of  their  dress  and  their  line  appearance,  made  Mcll) 


impression  upon  him  that  he  could  not  restrain  his  admiration.  Instead,  dan- 
fore,  of  making  .iny  answer  to  the  comphmcnts  of  AUddm's  mother.  headdRanf 
him»:lf  tu  the  jjrand  viriL-r,  who  could  not  himself  conceive  where  such  an  itammm 
profusion  of  riches  could  possiblv  come  from.  "Well,  niicr,"  he  exdatee^ia 
the  hearing  of  all,'*  what  do  you  tliinkof  llie  person,  whoever  he  maybe/whobat 
now  sent  me  so  rich  and  wonderful  a  present— a  person  of  whom  neither  I  rw 
you  ha\-e  the  least  knowledge  ?  Do  you  not  think  that  he  is  worthy  uf  the  prmcsn 
my  daughter  ? " 

Wh.itever  jealous)' orpain  the  grand  vizier  might  fed  at  thus  sefing  ain  tmkiuFR 
person  become  the  son-m-law  of  the  sult.in  in  preference  to  his  own  son,  he  *• 
nevertheless  afraid  lo  dissemble  his  real  opinion  on  the  present  occasioo.  It  w» 
very  evident  that  Aladdin  had  by  these  means  become,  m  the  eyes  of  the  wlOib 
very  deserving  of  being  honoured  witli  so  high  an  alliance.  He  therefon  an- 
swered the  sultan  in  these  terms  :  "  Far  be  it  from  me.  Mre.  to  «upcHMe  that  ka 
who  makes  ymir  majesty  so  worthy  a  present  should  hmiself  be  unoctenrnte  lb» 
honour  you  wish  to  bestow  upon  tiim.  I  would  even  uy  that  he  dcMrvM  aH 
more,  if  indeed  all  the  treasures  of  the  uni%-erse  could  be  put  in  compctttJoQ  «tt 
the  princess  your  daughter."  All  the  nobles  who  attended  and  fonocd  the  dma 
shonred  by  InCiT  applause  tha\  thcit  opinion  was  the  same  as  the  gmtd  viao^ 
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Tbe  sultan  hesitated  no  longer.    He  did  not  even  think  of  informing  himself 

whether  Aladdm  possessed  any  odier  qualitications  that  would  render  him  worthy 

of  a^pinni;  to  the  honour  of  becoming  his  son-ia>law.    Tlie  sight  atone  of  such 

Bnuncnse  riches,  and  tbe  wonderful  celerity  with  which  Aladdin  bud  fultUled  his 

:vcc|t>est,  without  nuking  the  least  ditliculiy  alxtut  the  conditions,  however  cxor- 

iHtnjit,  for  which  he  hnd  stipulated,  easily  persuaded  him  th.it  AUddin  would  not 

l>c  dciWient  in  anything  thai  could  render  him  as  accomplishcil  and  deserving  as 

Lftkc  could  wish.     Thai  he  miRhi,  therefore,  send  back  Aladdin's  mother  as  well 

[^Uisfi»l  as  she  could  possibly  expect,  he  said  to  her, "  Go,  my  good  woman,  and 

T  Cell  \-our  son  that  I  am  waiting  with  open  arms  to  receive  and  embrace  him  ;  and 

l^tliat   tlie  ijrtater  diligence  he  makes  to  come  and  receive  from  my  hands  the  gift 

[  X  am  ready  to  bestow  upon  him,  in  the  princess  my  daughter,  the  greater  pleasure 

"    wia  allbrd  me." 


Ill  rn  i:  mi, 


aOmiiukc  thk  jkW'sls  ami  slaxcs. 


Aladdin's  mother  had  no  sooner  departed,  as  happy  as  a  xvoman  of  her  condi- 
liott  could  be,  in  seemg  her  son  exalted  to  a  situation  beyond  her  greatest  e)kpec- 
tatkms,  than  the  sultan  put  an  end  to  the  audience;  and  coming  down  from  his 
tiimnc,  he  ordered  the  eunuchs  belonging  to  the  princess  to  be  called,  and  to 
t^kc  up  the  basins  and  carr^'  them  to  the  apartment  of  their  miitress,  where  he 
^illilf  If  went,  m  order  to  examine  them  with  her  at  their  leisure  The  chief  of 
4w  canochs  immediately  saw  that  this  order  was  complied  with. 

The  dehty  slaves  were  not  forgotten ;  ihev  were  conducted  into  the  interior 
of  tbe  pal.ice.  And  when,  some  time  after,  he  was  speaking  of  their  splendour 
to  the  princess,  he  ordered  them  to  come  opposite  to  her  apartment,  that  she 
Qtight  see  them  through  the  lattices,  and  be  convinced  that,  -w  far  from  having^ 
Sivcn  an  exaggerated  account  of  them,  he  had  said  much  less  tb.in  they  de- 
served. 

]  n  the  meantime  Aladdin's  mother  got  home,  and  instantlv  showed  by  her 
fnanner  thai  she  was  the  bearer  of  moat  excellent  news.  '^  You  have  every 
'%a»oo,  my  dear  son,*'  she  said,  "  to  be  satisfied.  You  have  accomplished  your 
Wiabc%  contrary  to  my  expectations  and  what  I  have  hitherto  declared.  Not  to 
[Vcfp  you  any  longer  in  suspense,  I  must  inform  you  tlial  the  sultan,  with  the  ap- 
nc  of  his  whole  court,  has  announced  th.it  you  are  worthy  to  possess  the 
iKCM  Tladroulboudour,  and  he  is  now  waiting  to  embrace  you  and  conclude 
sttrriagc.    It  is  tberefore  time  for  you  to  think  of  making  some  prepamUons 
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for  this  intcn-icw,  that  >'Ou  may  endeavour  to  eqiiAl  the  high  oftinton  he  Idft 
fonncd  of  vour  person.  Aflcr,  liowever,  what  I  h.tvc  seen  of  the  wooden  y9i 
have  brought  about,  I  am  sure  you  will  not  fail  in  anythint;.  J  ought  not,  skor^ 
over,  to  forget  to  tell  you  iliat  the  sultan  w.iits  for  you  with  the  KteatcM  im- 

etience,  and  therefore  thai  you  must  lo&e  no  time  in  making  j'our  a{Fpaannce 
fore  him." 

Aladdin  was  so  delighted  at  this  intelligence,  and  so  taken  up  with  the  tboogtei 
of  the  enchanting  object  of  his  luvc,  tltat  he  hardly  answered  his  mother,  pot 
inst^intly  retired  lu  his  chamber.  He  tben  look  up  tlie  lamp  that  bad  thus  hs 
been  bo  friendly  to  him,  bv  supplying  all  his  wants  and  fullilling  all  hts  wtihea, 
and  had  no  sooner  rubbed  it  than  the  genius  again  showed  his  reskhf  obedieaca 
to  lis  power  by  tnMantly  appearing  to  execute  his  commands.  "  GcBiui^'Mld 
Aladdm  to  hJni,  **  I  have  r.ilfed  you  to  take  me  immediatdv  to  a  bsih,  and  «Wa 
I  shall  have  tinished  bathing,  I  wish  you  to  have  in  rcadines*  for  mc  a  ricber 
and,  if  possible,  more  magnificent  dress  than  was  ever  worn  by  any  mmsardL* 
Aladdm  had  no  sooner  concluded  his  speech  than  the  genius  rendered  him  in- 
visible, like  himself,  luuk  hlin  m  his  arms,  and  transprim-d  liim  to  a  bath  fooBcd 
of  the  gnest  marble  of  the  mo&t  beautiful  and  diverti  Wltboot  bdM 

able  to  see  any  one  who  waited  upon  him,  Aladdin  «^.i^  d  in  a  latgesM 

handsome  saloon.  From  thence  he  was  conducted  into  the  bathf  modctwely 
heated,  and  ivas  here  washed  and  rubbed  with  various  soru  of  pcrftuned  wattTL 
After  having  passed  through  the  different  degrees  of  heat  m  tiic  dUTcrcni  pafli 
of  the  bath,  he  went  out.  but  auite  difi'ercni,  as  it  were,  from  what  he  was  bdoce 
His  skin  was  white  and  frcsK,  his  countenance  blooming,  nnrl  hts  whole  bod? 
felt  lighter  and  more  active.  He  then  went  baCK  to  the  saloon,  where,  tns:caii 
of  the  dress  he  had  left,  he  found  the  unc  he  had  desired  the  genius  to  pncnrt. 
By  his  assistance  he  dressed  himself,  showing  the  greatest  admimtion  at  eack 
part  of  it  as  be  put  it  on  :  and  tlie  whole  of  it  waa  even  beyond  what  be  posaiUy 
could  have  conceived.  This  business  was  no  sooner  over  tlun  tbc  geniui  traa- 
sportcd  him  back  into  the  same  chamber  of  his  own  house  whence  be  bad 
brought  hirn.  He  then  tnuutred  if  he  had  any  other  commands.  "  Yci,"  rcpfi^ 
Aladdin  ;  "  I  am  waiting  till  you  bring  me  a  horse,  as  quickly  as  possible,  wh*^ 
shall  surpass  in  beauty  and  excellence  (he  most  valuable  horse  in  the  «utlaa'i 
stables,  the  housings,  saddle,  bridle,  and  other  fumimte  of  which  shall  be  wonfc 
more  than  a  miUion  of  money. 

**  1  also  order  you  to  get  mc  at  the  same  time  twent)'  slaves,  as  well  And  ricUf 
clothed  as  those  who  carried  the  present,  to  attend  on  each  side  and  btlliR4  mj 
penon,  and  twenty  more  to  marcn  in  two  ranks  before.  You  must  alao  fccmw 
six  female  slaves  to  attend  up'.m  my  mother,  all  as  well  .ind  richly  dotbed  ai 
those  of  the  Princess  Badroulbouduur,  each  of  whom  must  carry  a  coniptcit* 
dress,  fit  in  point  of  splendour  and  magnificence  fur  any  suluna.  1  wiani  «bo  MB 
thousand  pieces  of  gold  in  ten  separate  purses.  These  »x^  all  my  fiwnmaodiil 
present.    Go,  and  be  diligent." 

Aladdin  had  no  sooner  given  his  orders  to  the  genius  than  he  disappcaiH, 
and  a  moment  after  he  relumed  with  the  horse,  the  forty  slaves,  ten  of  wfaOB 
had  each  a  purse  with  ten  thous-ind  pieces  nf  gold  in  every  one,  and  the  aii 
female  slaves,  each  carrying  a  different  dress  for  ALiddin's  mother,  wrapped  ^ 
in  a  piece  of  silver  tissue,  and  presented  the  whole  to  bun. 

Aladdin  took  only  four  out  of  the  ten  purses,  and  presented  them  to  Us  mothv 
for  any  purpose,  as  he  said,  that  she  might  want  them.  He  left  the  other  ccx  ia 
the  hands  of  the  sla\-es  who  carried  them,  desiring  them  to  keep  them  and  W 
throw  them  out  by  handfuls  10  the  populace  as  they  went  along  the  sbecti  in  the 
way  to  the  palace  of  the  sulun.  He  ordered  them  also  to  march  before  hhc 
with  the  others,  three  on  one  side  and  three  on  the  other.  He  then  preaeMid 
Ciie  nix  female  sU\'cs  to  bis  mother,  telling  her  that  they  were  for  iKri  and  wnilA 
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for  (he  future  consider  her  as  their  mistress,  and  that  the  dresses  they  had  in 
thfir  hands  were  for  her  use. 

When  Aladdin  hnd  .irran^icd  evcr^'thini;  »s  he  wished,  he  told  the  (^nius  that 
he  would  call  him  when  he  hnil  any  further  occasion  for  his  service.  The  latter 
in->t.intly  v^inibhcd.  Aladdin  then  employed  himself  only  in  hastening;  to  fulfil 
the  wi-thes  the  sultan  Ii.id  cxprr^-ted  to  sec  him  ai  soon  as  possible.  He  directly 
sent  one  of  llie  forty  slave*  tu  the  palace — it  is  useless  to  call  him  the  best  made 
or  mitst  handonnu',  for  they  were  all  equally  so —with  an  injunction  to  address 
himself  to  the  iliief  of  the  ushers,  and  ini|uire  of  him  whi-n  his  master  mifjht 
have  the  honnur  of  throwing;  himself  at  the  feet  of  the  sultan.  'I'hc  slave  was  not 
Ion;*  in  delivcrin;^  this  mesvi>*v,  and  hroui^ht  word  back  that  the  sultan  was 
waitin;;  for  him  with  the  greatest  impatience. 

Alatldin  instantly  mounti-il  his  horse  and  l}Cf:an  his  march  in  the  exact  order 
that  ha-<  l>i-en  mentioned.  Alihitii^^h  he  had  never  Ixren  on  horseback  in  his  life, 
he  neverthele'<s  appeared  {irrfectly  at  his  ease;  and  those  ^ho  were  the  best 
skilleil  m  hortemanihip  wuuld  never  have  taken  him  for  a  novice.  'Mic  streets 
thrnu;;h  whi<  h  lie  passrd  were  in  an  instant  tilled  with  crowds  of  people,  who 
nuide  the  air  n-sound  uith  their  acclamations,  their  shouts  of  admiration,  and 
bcnetlirtions,  p.irti<'ulirlv  when  the  six  slaves  who  cirried  the  (iiirscs  threw 
handfuls  of  i;ol<l  on  all  sides.  These  cxp^cs^i^^s  of  joy  and  a]>plause,  hoH-ever, 
not  only  came  from  the  croud  who  were  employed  in  pirkin;^'  itp  the  money,  but 
rhielly  from  those  of  a  stipcnor  rank  in  life,  who  thus  publicly  bestowed  all  the 
praise  that  such  litM-rality  as  Aladdin's  desen'cd.  Not  rmly  they  who  rcmem- 
Dcred  to  have  seen  him  pjayinj;  aljout  the  streets,  even  when  he  was  no  Innjier  a 
child,  like  a  va;;.ih(ind,  did  not  now  in  the  least  rcco>:niie  him,  but  even  those 

frrsons  who  had  srcii  and  known  him  very  lately  had  };rcat  ditt'utilty  to  bring 
im  to  thL-ir  minds,  so  murh  were  his  fcnturcs  and  rh.iradcr  ch.in^ed.  This  all 
arose  from  the  ptiwcr  the  wftndcrful  lamp  iKi>M.-sse<]  of  HCi|uirin^  by  def;rees  for 
those  who  h,id  it  every  {lerfcrtiMn  adapted  to  ilie  bitualion  at  wIik  h  such  a  person 
arrived  by  in.iktn;'  .1  ^;oo<l  and  pro|)cr  use  of  its  virtues.  More  attention,  there- 
fore, wa>  paid  b>  every  one  to  the  |M-rson  of  Aladdin  than  to  the  ma^'nilicence 
With  which  he  wa-^  surroiimled.  .ind  nhicli  tiinst  of  them  had  iNrfure  seen  when 
the  slaves  \»Iim  ■  arriud,  and  iho-^  whu  .irromp.miL'd,  the  present,  went  to  the 
palace.  'ITie  horse,  hi-wcver,  was  extremely  admired  by  those  who  were  Judges, 
and  were  able  t<i  appreciate  its  lieaiity  and  cxrellcnre  without  bein^  daziled  by 
the  nchness  and  hnlliancy  of  tlieiliamonds  and  other  prcriuus  stones  with  which 
it  was  covered.  When  the  report  spread  atmut  that  the  sultan  had  bestowed 
upon  Aladdin  the  hand  of  the  Princess  lladri>uIboudo-.:r,  and  this  uas  stMin  uni- 
versallv  knitwn,  no  one  ever  thought  alKtut  his  birth,  or  even  envied  him  his 
jrre.it  fortune.  bfraii>-e  he  api>eared  sn  well  to  deser%e  11. 

He  at  length  armed  at  the  lulacc,  where  evervthin;:  was  ready  for  his  recep- 
tion. When  he  came  in  the  Mr-ond  jrate,  he  witheil  in  ali>;hl,  aj^reeably  lo  the 
custom  observed  bv  the;;rand  vi/icr.  the  ^ener.ds  t<f  the  .irmy.  .md  the  j;overn(»rs 
«<f  the  MiiKTior  pnivinccs;  hut  the  chief  iif  the  ushers,  whn  aitrndi'd  him  by  the 
sultan's  ordrr->.  prevcni'-il  him.  aMil  .k  i'nmii.inie<l  hint  tn  tfir>  Ii.ill  nf  audience, 
where  he  ass]-,icd  liim  iti  di-iiiniiniin;;  from  his  hor-e,  th.-u/li  .Maddin  <>p|M>sed 
it  as  mmli.is  pus-ahlc.  n-'i  wi-hm;^  Im  re*  rive  such  a  diiinii  tn-ii  :  all  hi- elfons 
were,  howf.iT,  vain.  In  ilu'  mrantimc  all  the  ushers  fonnrd  a  double  row  at 
the  entrani  «■  into  the  liall,  .iml  their  fli;ef.  pl.n  in,:  Aladdin  un  h:'.  ir,:hi.  vient  up 
lhr(>u;,'li  the  riiid^*.  nf  i)u-m.  m^A  i  oimIc  led  bim  <|iii:r  !>■  iln'  t->ot  <  f  tin-  iliiune. 

As  snnn  a-,  thi-  ^ultan  per'  (-:ved  .-Vlaildin.  he  wai  nut  nv <ri'  siirprist-d  -il  seeini; 
him  m'lri-  n.  hly  .mi  111  i^:i;ti  rmlv  •  Lthed  than  he  w-is  hiiii-i'if.  than  must  iinex- 
pe*  Ivdiy  .iiti'j-.i-Iiid  ,1:  ihr  iT'jiriilv  of  h:s  niinnrr.  h;-.  iN-.tiilifnl  ii^^iirr,  .md  .1 
cert.iin  air  \<\  ^nndfiir,  verv  I'.ir  reuu'vril  from  the  de>;r.idid  -taii'  in  whu  h  hts 
mother  ap{>eaieil  in  hi^  presence,     llib  aiionishment,  however,  did  not  prevent 
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ior  thts  interview,  ihAt  you  may  endeavour  to  equal  the  high  opinion 
fonned  of  your  person.     After,  however,  what  I  have  »ccn  of  the  wonders  you 
have  brought  about,  I  am  sure  you  will  not  fail  in  anytliin};.     I  ought  not, 
over,  to  for};et  tu  tell  you  that  the  sultan  waits  for  y(»u  witli  the  ^reat 
patience,  and  therefore  that  you  must  lose  no  time  in  inakin;;  your  a[ 
before  liim." 

Aladdin  u;is  so  delighted  at  this  intelligence, and  so  taken  up  vitb  the  ih< 
r  the  enchanting  object  of  his  love,  that  he  hardly  answered  his  mother/ 
nsiantly  retired  to  his  chamber.  He  then  took  up  the  lamp  that  had  tfaoi 
-n  so  friendly  to  hun,  by  supplyine  all  his  wants  and  fullillin){  all  his  wi 
!  and  had  no  sooner  rubbed  it  than  the  genius  again  showed  his  ready  ubcdici 
to  its  power  by  instantly  appearing  to  execute  his  commands,  "  Oeiuus," 
Aladdin  to  him,  *'  I  have  railed  you  to  take  mc  immediately  to  a  baih,  and  wl 
I  shall  have  linished  bathing,  I  wish  you  to  have  in  rcatiincss  fiir  mc  .1  rirf 
and,  if  possible,  more  magnificent  dress  than  was  ever  worn  by  any  niunarcl 
Aladdin  had  no  sooner  concluded  his  speech  than  the  i^niua  rendered  him 
^'isible,  like  himself,  took  him  in  his  arms,  :ind  transported  him  to  a  Kttli  lormcd 
of  the  finest  marble  of  ilic  most  beautiful  and  diversified  colours.  Without  being 
able  to  see  any  one  who  waited  upon  him,  Aladdin  wai>  undressed  in  a  lari^e  and 
handsome  saloon.  From  thence  he  was  conducted  into  the  bath,  nuKlcrate 
heated,  and  wa->  here  washed  and  rubbed  with  various  sorts  of  perfumed  wal 
After  having  passed  through  the  different  d^tees  of  heat  in  the  difftTcni 
of  the  bath,  he  went  uut,  but  quite  different,  as  it  were,  fiom  what  he  wa^  before. 
His  skin  was  white  and  fresh,  his  countenance  blooming,  and  his  whcile  body 
felt  li;;htcr  and  more  active.  He  then  went  back  to  the  saloon,  where,  initead 
of  the  dress  he  had  left,  he  found  the  one  he  had  desired  the  nnius  to  procure. 
By  his  assistance  he  dressed  himself,  showing  the  greatest  admiration  at  each 
part  of  it  as  he  put  it  on  ;  and  the  whole  of  it  mtaa  even  beyond  what  he  possibly 
could  have  conceived.  This  business  was  no  sooner  over  than  iIm  genius  tran- 
sported him  back  into  the  same  chamber  of  his  own  h^iuse  nhence  be  had 
brought  him.  He  then  inquired  if  be  had  any  other  commands.  "  Yes,"  replied 
I  Aladdin;  "  I  am  waiting  till  you  bring  mc  a  horse,  as  quickly  ai  possiUc,  whidi 
shall  surpass  in  beauty  and  excellence  the  most  valuable  horse  in  the  sultan's 
Stables,  llic  housings,  saddle,  bridle,  and  other  furniture  of  which  shall  be  worth 
more  than  a  million  of  money. 

"  I  also  order  you  10  get  me  at  the  same  time  twenty  slaves  as  weU  and  rkUy 
clothed  as  those  who  carried  the  present,  to  attend  on  each  side  and  behiiHl  aqr 
person,  and  twenty  more  to  marrn  in  two  ranks  l>eforc.  Vou  mu«  also  [jrocuR 
six  female  slaves  lo  attend  upon  my  mother,  all  as  well  and  richly  clothed  at 
those  of  the  Princess  Badroulboudour,  each  of  whom  must  carry  a  cnmpkte* 
dress,  fit  in  point  of  splendour  and  magnificence  for  any  sultana.  1  want  abo  tan 
thousand  pieces  of  gold  in  ten  separate  purses.  These  arc  all  my  coinmaads  at 
present.     Go.  and  be  diligenL" 

Aladdin  had  no  sooner  gi%'cfi  his  orders  to  the  genius  than  be  tlifappeaicd* 
and  a  moment  after  he  returned  with  the  horse,  the  furty  slaves,  ten  ol  whom 
had  each  a  purse  with  ten  thousand  pieces  of  gold  in  e%'ery  one.  ami  the  «a 
female  slax-es.  each  canning  a  different  dress  for  ALiddin's  mother,  wrapped  op 
in  a  piece  of  silver  tissue,  and  presented  the  whole  to  hinu 

Aladdin  took  only  four  out  of  the  ten  purses,  and  presented  ihem  to  his  taoiWer 
for  any  purpose,  as  he  said,  that  she  might  want  them.  He  left  the  other  m  in 
the  hands  of  the  slaves  who  carried  them,  desiring  them  to  keep  them  and  la 
throw  them  out  by  handfuls  to  tlie  populace  as  they  went  along  the  sOVCU  in  the 
way  to  the  palace  of  the  sultan.  He  ordered  them  atM  to  march  before  falB 
with  the  others,  three  on  one  side  and  three  on  the  other.  He  then  prcaeoied 
the  six  female  slaves  to  his  mother,  telling  her  thai  they  were  for  her,  and  would 


M 


The  History  of  Aladdin^  or  thi  Wonderful  Lamp, 


599 


for  the  future  consider  her  as  their  mistress,  and  that  the  dresses  they  had  in 
their  hands  were  for  her  us€. 

When  Aladdin  had  arranged  everything  as  he  wished,  he  told  the  genius  thati 
be  would  call  Intn  when  he  had  any  further  occasion  for  hist  service.     The  latter' 
Instantly  \-ani«hed.    Aladdin  then  employed  himself  only  in  hastening;  to  fulfil 
the  triples  the  sultan  had  expressed  to  see  him  a.%  soon  as  possible.    He  directly 
sent  one  of  the  forty  slaves  to  the  palace — it  is  useless  to  call  him  the  best  miide 
or  most  handsome,  for  they  were  all  equally  so— with  an  injunction  to  addrestj 
hiniscli  to  the  chief  of  the  ushers,  and  inquire  of  him  when  his  master  might , 
Have  the  honour  of  throwing  himself  at  the  icct  of  the  sulun.  1'he  slave  was  nolj 
long  in  delivcnn^  this  message,  and  brought  word  back  that  the  sultan  waij 
'waitinj^  for  him  with  tlie  greatest  impatience. 

Aladdin  instantly  mounted  his  horse  and  began  his  marcli  in  the  exact  order' 
that  has  been  mentioned.    Although  he  had  never  been  otv  horseback  in  his  lifi^ ' 
he   nevenhclcss  appeared  perfcctfy  at  his  ease;  and  those  who  were  the  best' 
skilled   in  horsemanship  wauld  never  have  taken  him  for  a  mmcc.     The  streets 
through  which  he  passed  were  in  an  instant  ftUed  with  crowds  of  people,  who 
made  the  air  resound  with  their  accLitnations,  their  shouts  of  admirauon,  and 
benedictions,  particularly  when  the  six  sla^xs  who  carried  the  purses  threw 
hond/uls  of  gold  on  all  sides.     ThcK;  expressions  of  joy  and  applause,  howe^'cr, 
noi  only  carae  from  the  crowd  who  were  employed  in  picking  uu  the  money,  but 
chiefly  from  those  of  a  superior  rank  in  life,  who  thus  publicly  bestowed  all  the 
praise  thai  such  liberality  as  Aladdin's  deserved.     Not  only  they  who  remem- 
bered let  have  seen  him  playing  about  the  streets,  e\-cn  when  he  was  no  longer  a. 
child,  like  a  vagabond,  did  not  now  in  the  least  recognize  him,  but  even  5k 
■kersons  who  had  seen  and  known  him  vcr)'  lately  had  great  difficulty  to  bru 
bm  to  their  minds,  so  much  were  his  features  and  character  changed.    This 
jajoae  fmm  the  power  the  wonderful  lamp  possessed  of  acquiring  by  degrees    ,, 
cSkOse  who  had  i:  every  perfection  adapted  to  the  situation  at  which  such  a  person] 
^Lrrtved  by  makmg  a  good  and  proper  use  of  its  virtues.     More  attention,  ther»l 
Core,  was  paid  by  every  one  to  the  person  of  Aladdin  than  to  the  magniticenc«>| 
-^nrith  which  he  was  sunoundcd,  and  which  most  of  them  had  before  seen  whedf 
xYie    slaves  who  carried,  and  those  who  accompanied,  the  present,  went  to 
ps&Ltcc.     The  horse,  however,  was  extremely  admired  by  those  who  were  jud(_ 
a.nd  tvcre  able  to  appreciate  its  licauty  and  excellence  without  being  dantcd  In 
llie  rithncss  and  brilliancv  of  the  diamonds  and  otiier  precious  stone*  with  whici, , 
Vt.  wms  covered.     When  the  report  spread  abotit  that  the  sultan  liad  bestowed] 
<Mpoo  Aladdin  the  hand  of  the  Princess  Iladroulboudour,  and  this  was  soon  uni-l 
-v«rsally  known,  no  one  txxix  thought  about  his  birth,  or  even  envied  him  hfs 
SK^aX  fortune,  because  he  appeared  so  well  to  dc3er\"c  it. 

He  at  length  arrived  at  the  palace,  where  everything  was  ready  for  his  rcccp- 
ticin.  When  he  came  to  the  second  gate,  he  wished  to  alight,  agreeably  to  the 
dauom  observed  by  the  grand  vizier,  tne  generals  of  ll>c  army,  and  the  goremors 
«»f  the  superior  provinces;  but  the  chief  of  the  ushers,  who  attended  him  by  th« 
■ultan's  orders,  prevented  him,  and  accompanied  him  to  the  hall  of  audience, 
'Wbcre  he  assisted  him  in  dismounting  from  his  horse,  though  Abddin  opposed 
«  as  much  as  passible,  not  wishing  to  receive  such  a  distinction ;  all  his  efforts 
■^*tre,  however,  vain.  In  the  meantime  all  the  ushers  formed  a  double  row  at 
tHc  entrance  into  the  hall,  and  their  chief,  placing  Aladdin  on  his  right,  went  up 
VlanD^  the  mklst  of  them,  and  conducted  him  quite  to  the  foot  of  the  throne. 

As  aooD  as  the  sullan  perceived  Aladdin,  he  was  not  more  surprised  at  seeior 
txlin  more  richlv  and  magnificently  clothed  than  he  was  himself,  than  most  unex- 
pectedly aslonislied  at  the  propriety  of  his  manner,  his  beiditiful  ngiire,  and  a 
certain  air  of  grandeur,  very  far  removed  from  the  degraded  suic  in  which  his 
ttuyther  appeared  In  his  presence.     His  astonishment,  however,  did  not  prevent 
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well  a<i  every  other  ihtng.  even  in  grcitcr  abundance  and  wiib  gRSltCff  pKOfrieT 
than  he  had  ordered,  "  (Jcnius,"  said  he,  "  no  one  c^n  be  more  cmdi^Bd  UUl 
am,  and  I  should  be  voxy  u-ronj;  to  make  the  least  complaint.  There  u  r>n«  t)uv| 
only,  which  1  did  mn  mention  lo  you,  because  it  escnpcj  my  recoUccUun  ;  it  t^ 
to  have  a  carpet  of  the  tincat  velvet  bid  from  the  gnf  'i:^n'>  pftlaceaplB 

the  dour  of  the  apartment  in  thiti  palace  which  is  .<  i  to  impnaoa% 

that  !thc  may  walk  upon  it  when  she  leaves  the  suitaii':.  p^uc."  "  I  wul  nSva 
in  an  insUnt,"  rephcd  tlie  genius ;  and  he  had  not  been  gnoc  a  mnoaeU  bdov 
Aladdin  saw  H'ltat  he  uish^rd  done,  though  without  knowing  '  aicaitt.    TW 

^nius  again  made  \\ii,  appearance,  and  carried  Aladdin  '  -.  awn  boottt 

)ust  as  ihc  yatei  of  the  sultan's  palace  were  about  to  be  oihucm 

The  porters  who  came  to  open  the  Rates,  and  who  were  accuilonMd  m  HCtt 
open  space  where  Aladdin's  palace  now  stood,  were  much  Astonished  atobiOmM 
it  hlled  up,  and  at  Kccin^  a  velvet  carpet,  which  cime  fn>m  tlut  port  din^ 
opposite  to  the  gate  of  the  palace.  They  could  not  at  flrst  make  aut  what  tt  w; 
hut  their  astonishment  increased  when  they  distinctly  beheld  the  superb  paha 
of  ^Vluddin.  The  news  of  ihis  wonderful  event  soon  sprc-id  itMrtf  thruu^i>0«t  Ac 
palace,  and  the  ^Tand  vider,  who  had  arrived  just  as  the  gates  were  opCfttWM 
not  le&t^  astonished  than  the  re.'^t.  The  first  thing  he  did  ua^  to  go  to  the  mtn* 
but  he  wished  to  make  the  whole  business  pa»  tor  enchanunent.  "  W^y  dn  fo* 
endeavour,  vizier,"  replied  the  suItan,"to  make  thia  appear  'Mr  e^rct  of  okIum 
mem?    You  know  as  well  a-s  1  do  that  it  is  tlic  palace  of  Ai  ^:b  l.iayvB 

presence  ycstcrdav,  gave  him  permission  to  build  for  the  r'  the  pnacai 

my  daughter.  After  the  immense  display  of  riches  which  uc  lu^c  »ecn,cui  yai 
think  it  so  very  extraordmary  tliat  he  should  be  able  to  build  a  palace  in  co  Vftan 
a  time  ?    He  wished,  no  doubt,  to  surprise  us,  and  we  ever.    '  '   nuiacia 

riches  can  perform.     Own  to  mc  th^t  you  wish,  through  >tu^, » 

make  this  appear  an  enchaniment."  The  hour  for  entering  uic  i.<.>uncii  iiaA  pn- 
vcntcd  the  continuation  of  this  conversation. 

\Vhcn/VIaddinh.id  returned,  and  dismissed  thegenius,h<- *"' ' 

was  up,  and  had  bcg\in  to  put  on  one  of  those  dresses  «l 

her  the  day  before.     About  the  time  that  the  sultan  lelt  ;.:.  . 

quested  his  mother  to  ^o  to  the  palace,  attended  by  the  same  i 

tbe  genius  had  procured  for  her  use.     He  desired  her  al^i-.  if 

sultan,  to  inform  him  that  she  came  for  the  purpose  of 

accompanying  the  princess  in  the  evening,  when  it  w^is  y     ,    ' 

her  own  palace.    She  then  fct  out ;  but  although  she  and  her  !>liivcs  were  dzoad 

as  richly  as  any  suhan.is,  there  was  less  crowd  to  sec  tlicin,  as  lliey  wvre  vciU, 

and  the  richness  and  magnificence  of  their  habits  were  hidden  by  a  sort  oTdotk. 

that  quite  covered  them.    Aladdin  himself  mounted  hts  horse  and  left  ItJspalerBftl 

house,  never  more  to  return  ;  but  did  not  forget  his  wonderful  lamp,  wbo»e  Ttrn- 

ance  had  been  so  highly  advantageous  to  him,  and  had  in  fact  been  the  cnuoflf 

alt  his  happmess.     He  went  to  lits  own  paLice  in  the  same  pubhc  manner*  sar* 

rounded  with  all  Oie  pump  unth  which  he  had  presented  himself  lo  the  talua  an 

tbe  preceding  day. 

As  soon  as  ihe  porters  of  the  sultan's  palace  perceived  the  mother  of  AUdAa* 
they  gave  notice  of  it  through  (he  proper  officer  to  llie  sult^in  himself.  He  am^ 
diaicly  sent  orders  to  the  bands,  who  played  upon  truinpcis,  tynilnls,  lalion  ami 
files, and  hauibD\'s,and  who  were  already  placed  in  dilTeri'nl  (urisof  Uie  Icmcc, 
and  in  a  moment  the  air  echoed  with  tneir  joyful  bounds,  and  spread  plcuwe 
throughout  the  city.  The  merchants  beg.in  to  dress  o>ii  r?i<*ir  ^hi>p«  wrtth  lixh 
carpets  and  scats,  adorned  with  foliage,  and  to  prepare  illu  •■ .«  Um  nifhL 

The  artiticers  quitted  ihcir  work,andall  the  people  thron..;  t;TKU  aqoBC 

that  slill  was  left  between  the  palaces  of  l)ie  sultan  and  AloddiiL 

That  of  the  lauec  firit  attracted  their  adniiia(ioQ,iiot  inerciy  beciusc  they  bid 
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Aladdin  then  mounted  his  horse,  and  returned  home  in  the  same  order  he 
ame  in.goins  back  through  the  same  crowd,  and  recei\-ing  the  same  acclamations 
from  the  people,  who  wished  him  all  happiness  and  prosperity.  As  soon  as  be 
bad  entered  the  court  and  ahghtcd  from  his  horse,  he  retired  to  his  own  chamber. 
He  mstnntly  rubbed  the  lamp,  and  called  the  genius  as  usual.  He  had  not  to 
wait;  tlie  genius  appeared  directly,  and  offered  his  services.  "  Cienius,"  said 
-Mjddin  to  him, ''  I  have  hitlierto  had  every  reason  to  praise  the  precision  and 
promptitude  with  which  you  have  punctually  executed  whatever  I  have  required 
of  you,  b)' means  oflhe  power  or  your  mistress,  this  lamp.  You  must  now,  through 
yoar  regard  for  her,  appear,  if  pt«sible,  more  zealous,  and  make  greater  dispatch 
ttun  you  have  yet  done.  1  command  you,  therefore,  to  build  me  a  p,ilacc  in  as 
ihon  a  tunc  as  you  possibly  can,  opposite  to  that  belonging  to  the  sultan,  and  at 
ft  proper  distance ;  and  let  this  palace  be  ever)-  way  worthy  to  receive  tlte  Princess 
Badroulboudour,  my  bride.  I  ica^-c  the  choice  of  the  materials  to  yourself,  that 
i»  to  say,  whether  it  shall  be  of  prophyij-,  of  jasper,  of  agate,  of  lapis  lazuli,  or  of 
ihe  finest  and  greatest  varietv  of  marbles— ana  also  tlie  form  of^thc  palace;  I 
only  expect  that  at  the  top  of  the  palace  there  shall  be  erected  a  large  saloon, 
vrilh  a  norae  in  the  centre,  and  four  equal  sides,  the  walls  of  which  shall  oe  formed 
of  inaAsive  gold  and  silver,  in  alternate  layers,  with  twenty-four  windows,  six  on 
each  »idc ;  that  the  lattices  of  each  window,  except  one,  which  is  to  be  purposely 
left  untinished,  shall  be  enriched  with  diamonds,  rubies,  and  emeralds,  set  u-ith 
the  greatest  Uste  and  symmetry,  and  in  such  a  st>-lc  that  nothing  in  all  the  world 
can  equal  iL  1  wish  also  this  palace  to  have  a  large  court  in  front,  another  be- 
hiiid,  and  a  garden.  But  above  everything  else,  be  sure  that  there  is  a  place, 
which  you  wdl  point  out  to  me,  well  supplied  with  money,  both  in  gold  and  silver. 
There  must  also  be  kitchens,  offices,  magiwines,  receptacles  for  rich  and  valuable 
funiittire,  suited  to  tlie  different  seasons,  and  all  appropriate  to  the  magnitiretice 
of  such  a  palace,  and  also  stables,  tilled  with  the  most  beautiful  horses,  with  the 
CnKKDS  and  attendants ;  not  omitting  evcrythinj;  proper  for  hunting.  I  must 
uknrisc  liave  attcnd.ints  for  the  kitchen  and  omccs.  and  female  slaNxs  for  the 
Knrice  of  the  princess.  In  short,  you  understand  what  I  mean.  Go,  and  return 
fts  Soon  as  it  is  completed." 

Tlte  sun  had  retired  to  rest  by  the  time  that  Aladdin  had  finished  giving  his 

orders  to  the  genius  respecting  the  construction  of  the  pahcc  he  had  thus  in  idea 

Ibrmed  the  plan  of.    The  very  next  morning,  when  the  day  first  broke.  Aladdin, 

whose  love  for  the  princess  prevented  him  from  sleeping  in  tranquillity,  had 

lorcely  risen  before  the  genius  presented  himself.    **  Sir,"  said  he, "  your  palace 

a  finished  ;  come  and  see  if  it  is  as  you  wish."    Aladdin  had  no  sooner  signified 

^  sucDt  than  the  genius  transported  him  lu  it  in  an  instant.    He  found  it  exceed 

ik  ntmost  expectation,  and  could  not  sufficiently  admire  it    The  genius  con- 

^Cted  him  through  cvcr>-  part  of  it,  and  he  everywhere  found  the  greatest  riches 

■applied  with  the  utmost  propriety.    There  were  also  the  proper  officers  and  slaves, 

^  dressed  according  to  their  rank,  and  suited  to  their  different  employments. 

^inongtt  other  things,  he  did  not  omit  to  show  him  the  treasur\-,  the  door  of  which 

^•5ft»  opened  by  a  treasurer,  of  whose  fidelity  the  genius  confidently  assured  hiro. 

**e  here  ob»er\-cd  large  vases,  filled  to  the  very  top  with  purses  of  different  sites, 

■^cordmg  to  the  sums  they  contained,  and  so  nicely  arranged  that  it  vra%  auile 

?  pleasure  to  behold  ihcm.    The  genius  then  cirricd  Aladdin  to  the  stables,  where 

■*^  made  him  take  notice  of  the  most  beautiful  horses  in  the  world,  with  all  the 

2**icers  and  grooms  busily  employed  about  them.     Me  then  led  him  into  the 

^Tcrem  magazines,  filled  with  everything  that  was  necessary-  for  them,  both  use- 

^»1  and  oraimental,  as  well  as  for  their  support. 

When  Aladdm  had  examined  the  whole  palace,  without  omitting  a  single  parL 
^^*>xn  the  top  to  the  bottom,  and  more  particularly  the  saloon  with  the  f<>ur  and 
^^^cnty  winaows,  and  had  Ken  alt  the  nchcs  and  nuignificcnce  it  conuincd,  as 
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well  %s  every  other  thing,  even  tn  greater  abundance  and  with  gnater  propriely 
than  he  had  ordered,  "Genius,"  said  he,  "  no  one  can  be  more  satisfied  tcun  ( 
am,  and  I  should  be  very  wrong  to  make  the  least  complaint  There  U  one  ihinj 
oDly.  which  I  did  nu*.  mention  to  you,  because  it  escaped  my  recollAOkia :  it  is, 
to  have  a  carpet  of  the  hncbl  vch'ct  laid  from  the  gate  of  the  sulttc's  palace  up  u 
the  door  of  tlie  apartment  in  this  palace  which  is  appropnstcd  to  the  pnncMi^ 
that  stie  may  n.-ilk  u]>on  it  when  slie  lenves  the  sultan '»  palace."  "  I  will  rctnra 
in  an  instant,"  replied  the  eenitis  ;  and  he  had  not  Ixvn  gone  .1  mutnctit  befecc 
Ainddin  saw  what  he  wished  done,  though  without  knowing  by  what  meansv  The 
genius  again  m.ide  his  appeamnce,  and  carried  Aladdin  bark  to  his  own  boD»^ 
|USil  as  the  i^alcs  of  the  sultan's  palace  were  about  to  be  opened. 

'I^e  porters  who  came  10  open  tlic  gates,  and  who  were  nrr---.— ^.  ^g  fMU 
optn  space  where  Aladdin's  piilLicc  now  stood,  were  much  a--^:  ■  <jbicrvUH( 

h  mica  up.  :ui(i  at  seem>;  u  velvet  carpet,  which  came  ftui:.  :..■..  ,..i.t  diraolly 
opposite  tu  ilie  gaieof  llic  palice.  They  could  not  iit  (Itit  ni.ikc  out  what  it«a»; 
but  tlieir  astonishment  inrreasrd  when  ihey  distinctly  beheld  llic  superb  pdiac* 
of  Aladdin.  The  news  of  this  wonderful  event  soon  sprcid  it&clf  througlHMll  dM 
palace,  and  the  f^and  vizier,  who  had  arrived  just  as  tlie  gates  were  opai.WM 
not  less  astonished  than  the  rest.  The  lirst  thing  he  did  was  to  go  to  the  colua; 
but  he  wished  to  make  the  whole  business  pass  for  enchantment.  "  \\*hy  do  j«a 
endeavour,  vizier,"  replied  tlic  sultan, "  to  make  this  appear  the  ctfect  ot  cochastt* 
mcnt  ?  You  know  a::>  well  as  I  do  that  it  is  the  palace  of  Aladdin,  which  1,  in  youf 
presence  yesterday,  gave  him  permission  to  bund  for  the  rtteption  of  the  prtocns 
tnv  daughter.  After  the  immense  display  of  riches  which  we  li:ive  scen.caa  yov 
lliink  it  so  vers-  e«traordia;ir\-  that  he  should  be  alile  to  buil  !  mart 

a  time?    He  wished, nn  doubt, to  surprise  us,and  wee^ery  ti  icks 

riches  can  perform.  Own  to  mc  thit  you  wish,  through  mtn  .•",  >!  je.>iiiis9},  U 
make  this  appear  an  cnch.iniment."  The  hour  for  entering  the  councd  haO  pn- 
ventcd  the  continuation  of  this  conversation. 

When  Aladiim  had  ruuirned,  and  dismissed  the  genius,  he  found  that  hit  mottv 
was  up,  and  had  bcgim  to  put  on  one  of  those  dresse*  which  he  ^  ■■'  -.-■i— -1  f'-r 
her  the  day  before     Abmit  the  time  that  the  BuUan  left  the  coud 

quested  his  moihcr  to  go  to  the  palace,  attended  by  the  same  fci;i ,.  _: 

the  genius  had  procured  fur  her  use.     He  desired  ner  alw,  if  she  should  see  itc 
sultan,  to  inform  him  that  alie  came  for  the  purpa»  of  having  the  hofMor 
accompanying  the  princess  in  the  e\'ening,  when  it  was  prcpcr  for  licr  to  go 
her  own  palace.    She  then  wt  out ;  but  althuui;h  she  and  tier  slaves  were  d 
as  richly  as  any  sultanas,  there  was  less  crowd  to  see  them,  as  they  were 
and  the  richness  and  magnilircncc  of  their  h.tbit5  were  hidden  bya  sort  of  d 
that  quite  covered  them.    ALnddin  himself  mounted  hishorse.ind  left  his  pate 
house,  never  mure  to  return  ;  but  did  not  forget  his  wonderful  lamp,  wb<Me  as»ut 
ancc  had  been  so  highly  advantageous  to  him.  and  had  in  fact  been  the  cauM 
all  his  happiness.     He  went  to  his  own  palace  m  the  same  pubhc  nunoar, 
rounded  witli  all  the  pomp  with  which  he  had  presented  bitiuelf  to  the  s&i&iii ' 
the  preceding  d.»y. 

As  soon  as  the  porters  of  the  sultan's  palace  perceived  the  mother  of  Ataddii 
they  gave  notice  of  it  through  the  proper  ofhccr  to  the  sult.in  hiniKrlf.     He  mm* 
diaiely  sent  orders  to  the  Iwnds,  who  played  upon  Inm*"---   '•  "^luU,  t^jon' 
fifes, and  hautboys,  and  who  were  alrcidy  placed  in  di::  -  ■  of  tbe: 

and  in  a  moment  the  air  echoed  with  their  joyful  S('i  pread 

throughout  the  city.    The  merchants  began  to  dness  hops  with 

carpets  and  scats,  adorned  with  foliage,  and  to  prcpaic  1  r^s  foe  tbe  1 

The  artiiiccrs  quitted  their  work,  and  :ill  the  people  thronged  to  the  great 
that  Still  was  left  between  the  palaces  of  the  sultan  and  Aladdin. 

That  of  the  latter  hrst  attracted  their  admiration,  not  merely  berawc  tbey  la  ^d 
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accustomed  to  see  only  that  of  the  sultan,  which  could  not  be  put  in  com- 
rison  with  AUddinS  ;  but  their  greater  surprise  arose  from  their  not  being  able 
comprehend  by  what  unheard-of  mcins  they  should  be  able  to  behold  so  mag- 
uficeni  a  palace  in  a  spot  where  the  day  before  there  were  neither  any  materials 
It  nor  any  foundations  laid. 

'  lin's  mother  met  with  the  most  honourable  recepUon,and  was  introduced 

;the  chief  of  the  eunucba  into  the  apartment  of  the  Princess  Hadroulboudour. 

»<x>n  a&  the  latter  perceived  licr.  snc  mn  nnd  embraced  her.  and  made  her 

te  a  pUcc  upon  her  own  sofa.     And  while  her  women  were  dressing  her,  and 

idoming  her  person  with  the  most  valuablcof  the  jewels  which  Aladdin  had  pre- 

%«nicd   her  with,  stie  entertained  her  with  a  most  magnificent  collation.     The 

ftalbui,  who  wi&bed  to  be  as  much  as  possible  with  the  princess  his  daughter 
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to  go  to  the  palace  of  Aladdin,  paid  great  honour 
;  had  very  often  seen  the  sultan  in  public,  but  he  had  never 
yet  seen  her  without  her  veil,  as  she  then  was.  And  although  she  wxs  of  niher 
an  advanced  age,  (here  were  still  to  be  obscr\'cd  some  traces  irom  which  it  might 
be  concluded  she  had  in  her  youth  been  ratlicr  handsome.  The  sultan,  too,  had 
always  seen  her  vcr>'  plainly  and  indeed  indilterenUy  dressed,  and  he  was  there- 
fore the  more  struck  at  finding  her  now  ns  ma^ninccnt  as  the  pnncrs>  his 
daughter.  He  thence  concluded  that  Aladdin  was  equally  prudent  and  wnic  m 
all  things. 

When  the  evening  approached,  ihc  princess  took  leave  of  the  suUan  her  father. 
Their  parting  «as  lender  and  accompanied  by  tears.  Theyemfaraced  each  oihe» 
several  lim^^  without  uitehnt;  a  word  ;  and  the  princess  at  last  left  her  ajurt- 
ment  and  began  her  march,  with  Aladdin's  mother  on  her  left  hand,  followed  hj 
a  hundred  female  slaves,  all  mai^nihccntiy  drcs:>cd.  AM  the  b.indii  of  insuumcntk 
which  had  been  ince>santly  heard  siiKe  the  arrival  of  ^Vladdin's  mother,  uattcd 
at  once  and  marched  with  them.  These  were  followed  by  a  hundred  ckiam  (a 
kind  of  officer})  and  an  equal  number  of  black  eunuchs  in  two  rows,  with  thetr 
proper  officers  nt  their  head.  Four  hundred  young  page^  belonging  to  ibe  saltan, 
who  marched  in  two  troops  on  each  side,  with  f)arobe.-\Lix  in  their  hands,  caused 
a  great  li^^hi.  The  brilliancy  of  these,  joined  to  the  iUuminalions  in  both  poJico, 
wxU  supplied  the  place  of  day. 

In  thi^  order  did  the  princess  proceed,  walking  upon  the  carpet  which  was 
spread  from  Aladdin's  palace  to  the  sultan's.  And  as  she  contmued  to  advance, 
Ine  musicians,  who  were  at  the  head  of  the  procession,  went  on  and  iiuxcd  wub 
those  who  were  placed  on  the  terrace  of  Aladdin's  palace,  and  thus  focmed  a 
concert,  whirh,  confused  and  cxtraordinar}'  as  it  w-os,  augmented  the  geneiaj  fcljv 
not  only  amongst  those  in  the  open  square,  but  in  the  two  palaces,  in  all  the  dy. 
and  c\'cn  to  a  coniridcrftblc  di!>tance  round. 

The  princess  at  length  arrived  at  the  new  palace,  and  Aladdin  raji  with  evciy 
Cxpressinn  of  joy  to  tlie  entrance  of  the  apartmcnti  that  were  appropraited  Id 

her.  in  order  to  welcome  her.     His  mother  had  taken  care  to  point  out  h^ 

to  tJie  princess,  m  the  midst  of  the  officers  and  atiendanis  who  surroundc-i 
and  when  she  perceived  him,  her  joy  at  finding  him  so  handsome  and  wri.  u— i;^ 
was  excessive.  "  Adorable  princess,"  cried  Aladdin,  arrosting  her  tn  a  nMM 
respectful  manner,  "if  I  should  have  the  misfortune  to  have  displeased  yoa  li* 
the  temerity  >^nth  which  t  have  aspired  to  possess  so  amiable  a  person,  aod  IM 
daughter  uf  my  sultan,  I  roust  coiifess  that  it  vras  to  your  beautiful  eyes  and  w 
your  charms  olunc  that  you  must  attribute  it,  and  not  to  my^clL"  **  Princt;  far 
It  is  thus  that  I  must  now  call  you,"  replied  tlie  princess,  "  I  obey  the  will  tt  (Im 
sultan  my  father ;  and  it  is  enough  to  have  seen  you,  to  own  that  I  obey  hia 
without  reluctance." 

Aladdin  was  delighted  at  so  satisfactory-  .ind  charming  an  answer,  ar»d  did  no« 
suffer  the  princess  to  rcmiin  long  standing,  after  having  walked  sn  txt,  whvi 
she  was  not  in  the  habit  of  doing.  He  took  her  by  the  hand,  which  be  lusoed 
with  the  greatest  demonstrations  of  joy,  and  conducted  her  into  a  hoft  ulnaa 
illuminated  by  an  immense  number  of  tapers,  where,  thrDii  J '     '  <  ' 

fcnius,  there  was  a  table  spread  H-ith  everything  that  was  r: 
ishes  were  of  massive  gold,  and  filled  with  the  nt'i- 
vases,  the  basin«,and  the  goblets,  with  which  the  sid- 

were  also  of  gold,  ind  of  the  most  exquisite  workm-in-....,..     : ...  ■ -".-«•• 

which  embellished  the  saloon  exactly  rorrespondrd  with  thr 

other  parts.    The  princess,  enchanted  at  the  sight  "f  -nrh   - 

riches  in  one  place,  said  to  Aladdin.  '  Nothtn^^,  I  tli 

World  was  more  beautiful  than  the  pabcc  of  the  sull.ir 

of  this  saloon  alone  tells  mc  I  was  deceived"    "  My  princess,   icpiicd  Aia6d■^ 
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in  plidng  her  at  the  table  in  the  seat  he  had  destined  for  her, "  I  am  >-eiy  sen- 
sible of  your  politeness,  but  at  the  same  time  know  how  to  appreciate  the  com- 
pliment. 

The  Princess  Badroulboudour.Aladdin.and  his  mother,  sat  down,  and  instantly 
a  band  of  the  most  hannonious  instruments,  ptaycd  upon  by  females  of  ^at 
beauty,  la  whose  voices  ihcy  formed  an  accompaniment,  began  a  concert,  which 
lasted  till  the  repast  w;is  finished.  The  princess  was  so  delighted  with  it,  that  she 
said  «he  had  nc\-er  heard  anything  to  equal  it  in  the  palare  of  her  father.  Bui 
she  knew  not  that  these  musicians  were  fairies,  chosen  by  the  genius,  the  slave  of 
the  Lamp. 

When  the  supper  was  concluded,  and  everything  had  been  removed  with  the 
greatest  diligence,  a  troop  of  dancers  of  both  sexes  took  the  place  of  the  musicians. 
They  performed  dances  of  \-arioub  figures,  as  was  the  custom  of  the  country,  and 
roncluded  b>'  one  executed  by  a  male  and  female,  who  danced  with  the  most 
surprising  activity  and  agility,  and  each  of  them  gave  tbe  other  in  turn  an  op- 
pominity  of  showing  all  the  grace  and  address  they  were  masters  oC  It  was 
near  midnight,  when,  ;ircording  to  the  custom  at  that  time  observed  in  China, 
Aladdin  rose  and  presented  his  hand  to  the  I'rincess  Badroulboudour,  in  order 
to  dance  together,  and  thus  hnish  the  ceremony  of  their  nuptials.  They  both 
danced  with  so  good  a  grace  th.it  they  were  the  admiration  of  all  present  When 
It  was  over,  Aladdm  did  not  let  the  hand  of  the  princess  gu,  but  they  went  into 
the  chamber  together  in  which  the  nuptial  bed  luid  been  piepared.  The  women 
of  the  princess  attended  her  to  the  chamber,  while  the  attendants  of  Aladdin 
did  the  sanic,  and  then  every  one  retired.  In  this  manner  did  the  ceremonies 
lad  rejoicings  on  account  oj*  the  piarriage  of  Aladdin  and  the  Princess  Bad- 
roulboudour conclude. 

Tbe  next  morning  when  Aladdin  awoke,  his  chamberlains  presented  them- 
sdves  to  dress  him.  They  clothed  him  in  quite  a  different  habil.  but  one  equally 
rkh  and  magnificent,  frtim  what  he  wore  on  the  day  of  his  marriage.  The>-  then 
brought  him  one  of  the  horses  that  u-ere  appropriated  to  his  use.  He  mounted 
it  and  rode  to  the  palace  of  the  sult.in,  surrounded  by  a  large  troop  of  sla^-es. 
The  sultan  received  him  with  the  same  honours  he  had  done  before ;  he  em- 
boced  him,  and  after  ha^-ing  placed  him  on  the  throne  close  by  his  side,  he 
ordered  breakfast  to  be  served  up.  **  Sirc^"  said  Aladdin  to  ilie  sultan,  "  I 
taieech  your  majcst>'  to  dispense  with  my  having  this  honour  to-day ;  I  come 
fcr  fbc  express  purpose  of  entreating  you  to  go  and  partake  of  a  repast  in  the 
ptlaeeof  tne  pnncess,  together  with  vour  grand  vi2ier  and  the  nobles  of  your 
oaort.*  The  siilt.m  readily  acceded  to  His  request  He  rose  at  the  same  instant, 
nd  as  the  distance  w.i5  not  great,  he  wished  to  go  on  fooL  He  proceeded, 
Aerefore,  m  this  manner,  with  Aladdin  on  his  right  hand  and  the  gmnd  vijier  on 
In  left,  followed  by  the  nobles,  M-ith  the  chioui  and  principal  ofhcers  of  his 
palace  going  before  them. 

The  nearer  the  sultan  came  to  the  palace  of  Aladdin,  the  more  was  he  struck 

*itb  its  beauty  ;  yet  this  was  but  little  to  what  he  felt  on  entering.     His  expres- 

Mors  of  surprise  and  pleasure  continued  in  all  the  apartments  through  which  he 

Ikassed  ;  but  when  they  came  to  the  saloon  with  twenty -four  window*,  to  which 

Aladdin  had  re^uesleij  Ihem  to  ascend  ;  when  he  liad  seen  its  omamcnis,  and 

*»d,."ibovc.-dl  things,  cast  his  eyes  on  the  lattices  enriched  with  dLimonds.  rubies, 

•«»<J  cmcmlds,  all  of  the  finest  sort  and  most  appropri.ite  size  ;  and  when  Al  jddin 

^;*d  made  him  observe  that  the  outside  w-as  equally  rich  and  superb  as  the  other, 

f^  wad  so  much  astonished  that  he  stood  absolutely  motionless.     After  rcmain- 

••ijt  some  lime  in  that  stale, "  Vuicr,"  he  at  length  said  to  that  minister,  who  was 

■•••r  him.  '■  is  it  possiible  that  there  should  be  in  my  kingdom,  and  so  near  my 

^Wn,  so  superb  a  palace,  and  yet  that  I  should  till  this  moment  be  ignorant  of 

*t  ?*    *i  y,jyj.  njajesty  »  replied  the  grand  \iiier,  '*  may  remember,  that  tbe  day 
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before  yesterday  you  gave  Aladdin,  whom  you  then  acknowledged  for  yoor  mh- 
in-bw,  pennission  to  Iniild  a  paUce  upposite  lo  vuur  own  ;  pti  the  same  day, 
when  the  sun  went  down,  not  the  smallest  part  of  this  palace  was  on  this  spot, 
and  ye^icrd^iy  I  had  the  honour  to  announce  to  your  majesty  itiat  the  palaoewai 
built  and  finished."  **  I  remember  it,"  replied  the  4ultin,  "  but  I  nevrr  imafioed 
that  this  palace  would  be  one  of  the  wonders  of  the  world.     WJu  r.  'hoat 

the  universe  will  you  lind  the  walls  built  with  alternate  layers  ni  l'oU 

and  silver  instead  of  itone  or  marble,  and  the  windows  having  the  U-iiiiccs  «[uodiCd 
with  diamonds,  nibtes.  and  emcnilds?  Never  in  the  whole  world  has  than  btCB 
anything  <similar  heard  of." 

The  suhan  wished  to  see  more  closely  and  obscr%*e  the  beauty  of  tbc  twrai> 
four  Litliccs,  when  in  reckoning  them  he  only  found  twenty-lliree  that  wert 
equally  rich,  and  he  Mras  therefore  in  the  greateit  as-tonislinK-nt  that  the  twenty- 
fourth  should  remain  imperfect.  *'  Vincr,"  said  he,  for  that  minister  made  it  a 
point  not  to  leave  him,  "  I  am  ver>'  much  surpirised  that  so  ma^'ni6rent  a  salooa 
as  this  is  should  remain  untinished  in  this  particular.'*  "  ^ire/  replied  tbc  gram) 
vi tier, '*  Aladdin  apparently  was  pressed  for  time,  and  therefore  was  unable  to 
finish  this  window  like  tbc  rest  But  it  must  be  readily  granted  that  he  has  )n*cb 
fit  for  the  purpose,  and  that  it  will  be  finished  the  first  opportunity." 

Aladdin,  who  had  left  the  sultan  to  give  some  orders,  came  and  jott>cd  thflD 
during  this  conver^tion.  "  My  &on, "  said  the  sultan,  **  this  tiuly  is  a  sakrac 
worthy  the  admiration  of  all  the  world.  There  is,  however,  one  thinf  I  tm 
astonished  at,  and  thai  is  lo  observe  this  lattice  unhnished.  Is  it  throorit  forget- 
fiilnesB  or  neglect,"  added  he,  **ch-  because  the  workmen  have  not  had  lime  M 
put  the  finis hinp-3troke  to  such  a  beautiful  specimen  of  architecture?"  "Sire." 
answered  AJaddm,  "it  is  not  for  any  of  these  reasons  that  this  bttice  renuim  n 
the  state  your  majest>-  now  sees  ic  It  has  been  done  on  purpose,  and  it  was  by 
my  orders  that  the  workmen  have  not  touched  iL  I  wish  that  your  m:ije>cy 
should  have  the  glor>-  of  finishing  this  saloon  and  palace  at  the  same  time;  aad 
I  entreat  >'ou  to  think  well  of  tny  intention,  that  I  may  ever  remember  tbc  ^nMr 
I  have  thus  received  from  you."  **  If  ymi  have  done  it  with  that  view,"  tallied 
the  sultan,  "  I  lake  it  in  good  p.irt.  I  will  go  thi3  instant  and  give  the  ncCMMn 
orders  about  it."  In  fiict,  he  ordered  the  jewellers  who  were  best  fumisbed  win 
precious  stones  and  the  most  skilful  goldsmiths  in  his  capital  to  be  sent  kx. 

When  the  sultan  came  down  from  the  saloon,  Aladdin  conducted  him  inip 
that  where  he  had  entertained  the  Princess  Badroulbouduur  on  the  cvcntnc  <tf 
their  nuptials.  The  princess  herself  entered  the  moment  after,  and  icceived  tin 
sultan  her  father  in  such  a  manner  as  made  it  very  evident  she  was  (^utte  saibfad 
with  her  marriut;c.  In  this  saloon  there  were  two  tables  set  out  with  the  ttHM 
delicious  viands,  all  served  up  in  services  of  gold.  The  sultan  sat  down  at  tbc 
first  and  ate  with  his  daughter,  Aladdin,  and  the  grand  viiicr.  All  the  nobles  o^ 
the  court  were  regaled  at  the  second,  which  was  of  great  length.  The  npui 
highly  pleased  the  siilt.in's  taste,  and  he  confessed  that  he  bad  never  pftnakat  of 
anytlung  more  cxccllcnL  He  said  the  same  of  the  wine,  which  was,  in  facttV«ty 
delicious.  But  wljat  excited  his  admiration  most  of  all  »»'ere  four  large  recuaei 
or  sideboards,  furnished  and  set  out  with  a  profusion  of  flagons,  vases»  and 
of  solid  gold,  enriched  throughout  with  precious  atones.  He  was  aUo  dd^ 
with  the  different  bands  of  music  placed  in  different  pans  of  the  aalooc^ 
the  trumi^els,  accompanied  by  t>-mt>aH  and  drums,  were  beard  ai  a  dbUllC^il 
proper  intervals,  joining  with  the  music  within. 

wTien  the  sultan  rose  from  the  table,  he  w.is  informed  thai  ibc  jew«Ue». 
goldsmiths  whom  he  had  ordered  to  be  scni  for  *vTre  come     lie  then  wmt 
to  the  saloon  with  twenty-four  window-s,  and  when  thcrc^  he  j" 
fewellers  and  goldsmittis  who  followed  him  tlut  window  wh  • 
I  liavc  ordered  you  to  corae  here,*'  said  the  sultan, "  to  finish  lUt*  »«i»d*»», 
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-make  it  quite  perfect  like  the  rest  Examine  them,  aod  Iok  no  time  in  com- 
^ling  iL"' 

The  jewellers  and  goldsmiths  examined  all  the  twenty-three  hitices  with  great 
aitcntion,  and  after  having  consulted  io>jrihcr  about  what  they  could  each  con- 
tribute towards  its  cumplction,  tticy  presented  themselves  to  the  suhan,  and  the 
Jeweller  in  ordinary  to  the  palate  thus  addressed  him;  '*  We  are  ready,  sire,  to 
enifdoy  all  our  care  and  diligence  to  obey  your  majesty,  but  amongst  all  our  pro- 
fession »-e  have  not  jewels  either  sufficiently  valuable  or  numerous  to  complete 
so  great  a  work."  "  I  have,  then !"  cried  the  sultan,  "and  more  than  you  want. 
Come  to  my  palace ;  I  will  show  you  them,  and  you  shall  choose  which  you  like 
test." 

When  the  sulun  had  got  back  to  his  palace,  he  made  them  bring  to  the 
jewellers  all  his  jewels,  and  ihev  took  a  gieat  quantity  of  them,  particularly  of 
those  which  had  been  preseniea  by  Aladdin.  They  u&ed  up  all  those  wiihuut 
.qipearing  to  have  made  much  progress.    They  went  back  far  more  several  diT 

Kent  times,  and  in  the  course  of  a  month  they  had  not  ^nishcd  more  than  hair 
it  worlc     They  used  all  the  sultan's  jewels,  with  as  many  of  the  j^Tand  viiicr's 
he  could  spare,  atid  with  all  these  they  cuuld  not  do  more  tlian  tinish  half  the 
mooow. 

AUddin  was  well  aware  that  all  the  sultan's  endeavours  to  make  the  lattice  of 
this  window  like  the  nihers  were  vain,  and  tliat  he  would  never  arrive  at  that 
hooour;  he  went  up,  therefore,  to  the  workmen,  and  not  only  made  them  stop 
-working,  but  even  undo  all  thc^  bad  yet  Anished,  and  carr)-  back  all  the  jewels 
lo  the  sultan  and  the  );rand  viiier. 

All  the  work  which  the  jeu-cllcrs  had  been  six  weeks  in  performing  wa$  de- 
stroyed in  a  few  hours.  They  then  went  away  and  left  Aladdin  alone  in  the 
aailootL  He  took  out  the  lam|],  which  he  had  with  him,  and  rubbed  it.  The 
cenias  inst-inily  appeared,  "(.enius,"  said  Abddin  to  him,  "  I  ordered  j-ou  to 
leave  one  nf  the  twent)--four  lattices  or  this  saloon  imperfect, and  you  obeyed  me. 
I  now  inform  you  I  wish  it  to  be  made  like  the  rcsL"  The  genius  disappeared, 
«Dd  Aladdm  n-ent  out  of  the  saloon.  He  entered  it  again  in  a  few  moments  and* 
fijimd  the  lattice  a&  he  wished,  and  similar  to  the  others. 

In  the  meantime  the  jewellers  and  goldsmiths  arn\xd  at  the  palace,  and  were 
XDboduced  and  presented  to  the  sultan  in  his  own  apartment  The  Brat  jeweller 
ihen  produced  tlie  precious  stones  he  had  brought  with  him,  and  said,  in  the 
name  of  the  rest,  "  Your  majesty,  sire,  knows  for  what  length  of  time  and  how 
^H&gcntly  we  have  worked  in  order  to  tinish  the  business  your  maicst)'  employed 
\ts  upon.  It  wat  already  very  far  .-idvanccd  when  Al.-iddin  obliged  us  not  only  to 
off,  but  even  to  destroy  what  we  h.ivc  already  done,  and  to  bring  back 
jewels,  as  well  as  those  that  belonged  to  the  grand  viiier."  The  sultan 
■sked  them  whether  Aladdin  had  given  them  any  reason,  and  when  they 
IdM  the  sulun  he  had  said  nothing  on  the  subject,  the  former  immediately 
^irdered  his  horbc  to  be  brought  He  mounted  as  soon  as  it  came,  and  went 
'iritboat  any  other  attendants  than  those  who  happened  to  be  about  his  person, 
■^»ho  accompanied  hini  on  foot.  Wlicn  he  arrivcil  at  Aladdin's  palace,  ne  dis- 
VBOunted  at  the  fo<.>t  of  the  flight  of  stairs  that  Jed  lo  (he  sikKm  with  twenty-four 
^windows.  He  innuediatdy  went  up  without  letting  Aladdin  know  of  his  arrinU, 
"bat  the  latter  happened  luckily  to  be  in  the  saloon,  and  h.ad  barely  time  to  re- 
^*ive  the  ^iilun  at  the  door. 

T  ■   IL,  without  giving  Aladdin  time  to  chide  him  for  not  sending  word  of 

^■.  to  prty  him  a  \'isit,  and  thus  seeming  deficient  m  the  respoct  he 

^nrcfi  nun,  -^.iid,  *"  I  am  come,  my  son,  on  purpose  to  ask  tlic  reason  why  yoo 
^iihed  til  leave  this  ver>-  mngnificcnt  and  singular  saloon  in  an  unlini»li«d  fttalc" 
Aladdin  dtucmbled  the  true  reason,  which  was,  that  the  4uU.in  was  not  wf- 
Adentlv  rich  lo  jewels  to  go  to  so  great  an  expense.    But  to  let  him  see  how  the 
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pnlacc  tlseir  surpassed  not  only  his,  but  also  every  other  p^Uce  in  ihe  i^hole  wor 
since  he  u'os  unable  to  finish  even  a  ver>'  sm.itl  pan  of  it,  he  rcphcd,  '*  It  is 
sire,  that  your  majesty  did  behold  this  saloon  untinuhcd,  but  1  cnUcat 
examine  il,  at  tins  mament,  there  be  anjlhing  wanting-" 

The  sultan  iininediatel)-  went  to  the  window  vvhcre  he  had  observed  the  lat 
imperfect ;  but  when  he  saw  it  was  like  the  rest,  he  thought  he  was  mit 
He  not  onJy  examined  the  window  on  each  side  of  it, but  I^iokcd  at  them  aU,«H« 
after  the  other;  and  when  hit  wa^  con\-inccd  that  the  lattice  upon  wh*' '- 
people  had  50  long  employed  themselves,  and  which  liad  cost  the  jewe'.. 
goUUmiths  so  many  days,  was  finished  in  such  an  instant,  he  anbiuced  Ai — ; — .... 
and  kissed  him  between  his  eyes.     "  My  dear  son,*  said  be,  filled  with  utoonB^ 
mcnt,  "  what  a  man  are  you,  who  can  do  such  wonder^  things,  and  jUnxnt,!^ 
il  were,  insiantaneousl))' !   There  is  not  your  et^ual  in  the  worltl ;  and  the  more/ 
knonr  you.  the  more  1  nnd  to  admire  in  you." 

Ahuldin  received  the  sultan's  praises  with  great  modesty,  and  rcphcd  to  tbcm 
in  these  terms :  "  It  is,  sire,  my  greatest  glory  to  deserx-e  the  kindness  and  appro- 
bation of  your  majesty,  and  I  can  assure  you  I  will  never  neglea  anything  that 
will  tend  10  make  me  siill  more  worthy  of  your  good  opinion." 

The  !iuhan  relumed  to  the  palace  in  the  same  way  he  came,  and  would  not 
permit  Aladdin  to  accompany  him.  When  he  got  back,  he  found  the  grand  \Hiier 
waiting  his  arrivaL  Sull  full  of  admiration  at  the  wonder  10  which  he  had  been 
witness,  the  sultan  related  evcr)'thing  to  him  m  such  terms,  that  the  nzier  did  UK 
doubt  for  a  moment  that  the  mailer  was  exactly  as  the  sut'.an  told  tL  But  dkii 
still  more  confirmed  that  minister  in  his  belief  which  he  already  cntertainedl,  that 
Ihe  palace  of  Aladdin  was  built  by  enrhanimenl ;  which  opuiiou  be  had  expressed 
to  the  sultan  on  the  ver)-  morning  that  the  palace  ivas  first  seen.  He  tfiatn  wished 
to  repeat  ihe  same  sentiments.  "  Vizier,  said  the  sultan,  suddenly  intcTTUpdac 
him, "  you  have  before  said  the  same  thing :  but  I  very  plainly  percei^'c  ytio  iotc 
nol  forgotten  my  daughter's  marriajje  with  your  son." 

The  grand  vizier  clearly  saw  that  the  sultan  was  prejudiced  ;  he  did  not,  thei^ 
fore,  wish  to  enter  into  any  dispute  with  him,  but  suffered  him  tn  rcin.i;n  r\  ha 
own  opinion.     F.vcn'  morning,  .is  soon  as  he  rose,  the  sultan    '  ;o 

regularlytotheapartment  whcncchecouIdsecthcp.-iIaccof  Al.>'  ...-^ 

he  often  «,-cnt  during  the  day  to  contemplate  and  admire  it. 

Aladdin  himself,  m  the  meantime,  did  not  remain  shut  up  in  hi&  palace,  bvt 
took  care  to  go  through  different  parts  of  the  city  at  least  once  every  week  r  «aaie- 
times  to  attend  prayers  at  various  mos4Ucs  :  at  others  to  visit  the  grand  vttWT, 
who  r^ularly  came  on  stated  days  to  pay  his  pretended  court :  and  sotnetttncs 
he  honoured  with  his  presence  the  houses  of  the  principal  nobles,  whom  be  fte- 
quenlly  entertained  at  his  own  palace.  Ever\'  lime  he  went  out  he  onJerod  two 
of  the  slaves,  who  attended  him  as  he  rode,  to  throw  handfuls  of  gold  in  the  streets 
and  public  places  through  which  he  passed,  and  where  the  people  always  coIkctDd 
in  ctowyIs  to  sec  him.  Besides  this,  a  poor  person  never  presented  himsctf  bcian 
the  gate  of  his  palace  but  went  away  well  satisfied. 

Aladdin  also  so  arranged  his  different  occupations,  ihat  there  was  not  a  wtA 
in  which  he  did  not  once,  at  least,  take  tlic  tlivcrsion  of  the  chate  ;  Mmettae 
hunting  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ciiy,  and  at  others  going  to  a  greaier  da- 
lance  ;  and  he  gave  proofs  of  the  same  liberality  on  ilie  raids  and  in  the  vilhxci 
through  which  he  p.-ui<;ed.  Thin  generous  disposition  made  the  people  toad  fasa 
with  blessings ;  and  it  became  the  common  custom  to  swr-.ir  bv  hrs  bead,  ta 
short,  without  giving  the  least  cause  nf  displctsure  (o  ihc  '  ..  bom  he  wry 

regularly  paid  his  court,  it  may  be  asserted  that  Aladdi:<  tcted,  by  tht 

affability  of  his  manners  and  the  liberality  of  his  conduct,  tlvc  regard  and  aH^ction 
of  ever)'  one.  and  that,  generally  speaking,  he  was  even  more  beloved  than  ibf 
sultan  himseif.    To  all  these  {food  qualities  he  joined  a  great  defrvc  of  vmbar. 


^^ 
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Aod  aa  anfent  ccal  Ibr  the  Kood  of  the  itntr,  of  which  be  had  aa  opportunity  ot 
'  ring  the  •amngrvt  pmnf  in  a  revolt  thnt  tnolc  plnrr  on  th«  cnn&nesof  thekug* 
,'  apprised  li    ■    '  '•■'.y  an  umy  to 

hav«  the  1  <1  no  ditTiciUcy 

ifiOMinin^.      Ill  111  him  id  t  .IT    "-■  '1.1..,  i.i.tM  nm  .y  ■  '^^t 

~i  cMKluctcd  tht'  .;>edition  mth  &n  much  judgment  an^  that 

tnhan  hcanlol  Uicii  ui^v;a,puni>hment,anddiipcrKion,quitea»v">ii.-istit  ibC 
srrint  ul'  tlie  anny  at  its  point  of  d»uiution.  rhi»  acuan,  Wnicli  nada  hto  nuna 
c^cbmcd  ihruuuhout  the  whole  extcat  of  the  empire,  did  toa  in  ibe  leait  alter 
M»  lHHinalllon.  He  returned  TJfUirioiW)  bm  pondwaa  cf  ai  nnich  aflhbiliiy  and 
\  ever. 
ly  yean  Msiedt  and  Alad^  coDdmisd  to  condoct  himtcU  in  the  way  wa 
Ictotbea,  when  the  AAican  tnasidant  who  had  procured  (or  bim,  but  vrHlw 
laWtding  it,  tbe  means  by  which  ae  was  raised  10  m  nailed  a  lituatioa.  &«- 
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iwhlle  he  wasm  Africa,  where  he  had  returned.    AMmi|b 

It  AUddin  htd  pined  out  a  mitcmlile  cxitteoce  in  tbe  Hbirr* 

nuveobt  carern  where  be  had  left  him,  he  Tie«crthele«t  tboafht  be  mffbi  aa  wvU 
learn  the  pfeti»e  ilate  of  the  caie.  Aj  be  h»d  a  CAmplcU  low*|*<>p  ^  ^ 
K^WK?C  tig/KMsmncft  be  took  mit  of  a  drawer  '  'quare  covered  oat,  Mn 

aa  he  tt«cd  when  he  made  any  {ib«ervation«  '  nc«.    He  then  tat  dowa 

Ml  a  *o^  and  placed  Ihe  «iuair  tnmuimui  beiofp  mm.  He  uncovered  tt.  and 
after  Buknir  the  und  with  which  k  VH  IDM  qnite  tmoodi  aad  even,  with  im 
vicwordtacDTcnnit  wbetber  Aladdin  died  In  the  Mhtonano*  cav«,lieana«Be4 
tbe  points,  tlrew  the  fipuw,  and  fanned  hb  hoRMCooe.  Wbm  be  OTanteed 
it.  In  order  to  ronn  M«  jadi^nem,  hutead  of  findtnc  Akddfai  deed  bi  dw  anv, 
be  dbcmvRd  that  be  had  cot  out  <d  it.  that  be  bnd  in  ibe  {reeical  nlcMMr, 
wu  imancnKlr  rich,  highly  ropected  and  bcHMxircd,  and  wa*  die  bubaBd  mm 

Noaooner  hjul  'i-  at.:.  ^^  m^siHan  learm  Ynr  Mi  diabolical  ait  that  Aladm 
waiinthe  enjoynr  honnun  ihanibebkood  mdiad  faitthitbce   **TbM 

miavable  ion  ctf -I  L .,  exclaimed  in  a  lafe,**  bat  dlicovairi  tbe  tect^nd 

vireaea  of  tbe  lamp.  I  tbooght  hb  death  cerwa ;  and  now  be  cnior*  ihe  mnt> 
of  tny  looK  and  laboeioai  cxatiaH !    I  wiQ  lilber  pnmit  lot  atfoyint;  them  bnc* 
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or  perish  in  the  attempt."  He  did  not  deliberate  a  loi%  tinic  u  to  the  awdnd 
he  should  pursue.  Early  the  next  morning  he  mounted  a  hor^e  frocn  Barinn. 
which  he  had  in  his  stable,  and  began  Kis  journey.  Travelling  from  aty  roor* 
and  from  pro%-incc  lo  province,  williout  stopping  anywhere  Urager  dun  wj» 
necessary  to  te:it  his  horse,  he  at  last  arrived  in  China,  and  soon  i«ad»d  the 
capital  where  (he  sultan  lived,  whose  daughter  ALuldin  had  married.  He  's*yhcri 
at  a  public  khan,  where  he  ordered  an  apartment  far  himself.  He  icmuned 
there  the  rest  of  the  day  and  following  night,  in  order  to  recover  from  the  fitt^C<* 
of  bis  joumev. 

The  (irst  iding  the  African  magician  did  the  next  morning  was  to  iDquirc  Mw 
K-as  the  general  opinion  formed  of  Aladdin,  and  bow  the  people  spoke  of  bm 
lawalking  about  thccity,henent  into  the  most  ^quented  and  Dest-icncnm  place 
where  people  of  the  ^e^test  consequence  and  di:>tinction  assembled  tu  dnnk  i 
warm  liquor  of  a  particular  kind,  which  he  recollected  to  have  done  when  be  «u 
there  before.  He  had  no  sooner  taken  his  place  tlian  thej-  poured  some  m*w» 
cup,  and  presented  it  to  him.  As  he  took  it  ne  heard,  ns  he  was  Itstcnii^tovblt 
was  said  on  e\"ery  side,  some  persons  speaking  of  .V  .  ilace.     Wbcxbc 

had  tinished  his  cup,  he  approached  those  who  wen  >;  on  this  subjeo. 

and.  taking  his  Ppportunit>-,  he  inquired  what  there  u.'>^  tn  p.'trtiruUr  about  tbu 
palace  of  whidi  they  spoke  »>  highly.  "  Whence  come  you  ?  *  said  one  of  tbtne 
to  whom  he  addressed  bim<ielf.  "  Vou  must  surely  be  but  laicl)-  arrived  in  thii 
city,  if  you  ha\-e  not  &een  or  even  heard  of  the'polace  of  I'rincc  jUaddio.  1  4* 
not  say,"  continued  the  same  perion, "  that  it  is  one  of  the  wuriden  oi  tfae  wodd, 
but  chat  it  is  the  only  wonder  in  the  world.  Nothing  b.is  c^cr  been  seen  so  hcb, 
so  grand,  or  so  magnificcnL  You  must  have  come  from  <i  great  dtuance,  siacc 
you  seem  never  even  to  liavc  heard  of  it.  Itut  sec  it,  and  you  will  then  IcBlMri 
1  have  s;iid  anvlhing  but  the  tnitli."  "  Pardon  my  ignorance.  1  beg  of  you,"  npfeei 
the  African  magician  :  "  I  .arrived  here  only  yesterday,  and  I  nave  come  noa 
the  farthest  part  of  Africa,  and  the  fame  of  il  had  not  reached  that  spot  wfacB  1 
left  it.  And  as  it  was  business  of  great  importance  that  htoughl  rnc.  and  letfaiwi 
the  utmost  ha.stc,  I  had  nn  other  view  during  my  journey  than  tn  ■_-ft  \-'  *m  end 
of  it  as  soon  as  possible,  without  stopping  an>-^vherc,  or  acquii  •Vjma- 

Uon  as  I  came  along :  I  was  therefore  quite  ignorant  of  what  yon  v.  i  t^Baa^ 

mc;  1  shall  not, however, fail  togoand  sccit  Myimpatience  indeed  issopat 
that  I  would  this  moment  go  and  satisfy  my  curiosity,  if  you  would  do  me  ibr 
favour  to  shoH'  me  the  way." 

The  person  to  uliom  the  African  magician  addressed  himseir  took  a  pleame 
in  pointing  out  to  him  the  way,  and  he  immediately  set  out.  When  he  acrnv^t 
and  had  accurately  examined  the  palace  on  all  sides,  he  lud  not  the  least  dank 
but  that  Al.iddin  had  availed  himself  of  the  power  of  the  Limp  iti  baildiai  it 
Without,  therefore,  at  all  thinking  of  the  inability  of  i\J.\ddin,  the  son  of  abnor, 
he  well  knew  it  was  in  the  power  of  the  genii  who  were  the  slaves  ci  the  lanf^ 
to  produce  such  wonders,  the  acquisition  of  which  had  so  narvowly  escaped  hiai 
Stung  to  the  very  soul  by  the  happiness  and  greamcis  ot  Aladdm,  between  <^fa«e 
and  the  sultan  there  seemed  not  ihc  shadow  of  a  difference,  he  returned  to  Ibc 
khan  where  he  had  taken  up  his  abode. 

The  great  thin^  to  discover  u  as  the  particular  situation  of  the  lamp,  and  vhetbv 
Aladdin  carried  it  about  with  him,  or  where  he  kept  it ;  a"'!  ;!'i-  ditcoTrrr  be 
was  able  to  make  by  a  certain  npcmtion  in  geomancy.   A^  ■jfcwT,  ai  he 

got  back  to  his  lodging,  be  took  his  sqiiarc  hox  and  hts  '.-.  be  ahnt)'^ 

carried  with  him  wherever  he  went.    Ilaving  completed  t!  'n,  be  Ibitbl 

that  the  lamp  was  in  Aladdin's  palace,  and  his  joy  was  ic   .  •  i(Oirin<  lbs 

that  he  could  hardly  contain  himself.  "  I  shall  get  this  lamp,"  be  »ricd.  "aftd  I 
defy  .-Maddin  to  prevent  my  ublaintng  it  and  rom[)clIin(/  him  to  sink  la  that  atO<* 
Obscurity  and  poverty  from  which  he  has  ukcn  so  high  a  leap." 


Tkt  mu«ry  of  AUuldim^tr  tktWmiafvi  Um^  6ii 

It  happsDed  most  ur>)  .  lidilin  that  he  was  tbiau  upon  a  himtiae 

ttoednock  th*t  tt4.s  t'l  1.  11(1  only  ihrco  of  thcro  were  yet  cUp»e(L 

Of  tUs  the  African  nu){ii  iah  I'.irin  in  the  foUowini;  vay  :  \vhen  he  hid 

^ftkt^  the  opentioo  vrhicli  :.  .'  d  him  %o  much  joy,  be  went  to  »ec  the 

loaitcr  of  the  khan,  under  the  ptciccuic  a(  convening  with  him,  and  be  hod  no 
liiAculty  tn  findlnu  apropcr  subjccL  He  toUl  htm  that  he  vroi  juu  returned  from 
iha  palace  of  Aladdin  :  and  .ilicr  givu^  him  an  nangcrated  account  uf  all  the 
moM  i^Daikable  and  uir()ti>in{;  thlon  ab  caw,  aad  euch  n  ganerally  attracted 
attention  of  every  ooe^  "  My  curiotity  "  bo  added,  ^goca  Mill  further,  And  1 
net  be  latiaScd  liD  I  have  seen  the  OMMer  to  wtwim  to  wonderful  a,  buildinji: 
"That  will  not  hr  -  "  !)^cu)t  nutter/ replied  the  ker(Kr  of  the 
hhaa,'"  for  hardly  a  day  pas-'  rtot  afford  you  an  opportunity  Mhcn  ho 

M  ai  botne ;  but  he  has  been  t^-j'tc  ...v&e  three  days  on  a  stand  hunting  pany, 
which  i«  to  hut  At  leau  ei^hu" 

The  African  maf^rian  did  not  wftnt  to  know  more ;  he  took  leave  of  the  master 
ol  the  khan,  and  returned  lo  hit  own  apartmenL  '^Thia  ti  the  tinw  for  acUML," 
«aid  he  to  himKlf,  "  nor  muu  1  let  it  eicape.'  He  then  wtnt  to  the  shop  of  ■ 
pcnoa  who  mode  and  sold  bmpi.  "  I  want,"  laid  he  to  the  tnaktcr.  "  a  doien 
copper  lamps  ;  am  you  supply  nie  with  them?"  The  man  rcpUed  tlat  tic  had  noc 
ouiie  w  many  Anithcd.  but  that  tf  be  would  wait  till  (he  next  day  be  would  have 
_W«m  ready  for  him  at  any  ti^e  he  tnihcd.  The  nueician  agreed  to  wait,  ai»d 
~  him  to  take  cair  \cr>' wll  |aiIiMie>l;  .ind  having  first  pn^ 

to  |[ive  a  good  pr  ii*tiirnr<l  \a  the  khan. 

tncu  morainit  uir  '    -     '■!  ilio  tw^ve  lamp*,  and  paid 

him  the  money  he  a>kc>^  -:  bun  abate  any  part  of  IL  He 

put  than  intoabaikct,  whi<.ii  uc  tuu  p.-uuiicd  lui  the  opreaa  purpMc,  and  went 
vilhlhttaahiiaim  towards /VLiddin^  paLice  ;  and  when  be  waa  near  it,  he  began 
r  with  a  loud  voice, "  Who  will  change  old  btnpi  far  new?"  Aa  he  kept 
J  tmi  the  children  wbo  were  at  play  m  the  open  K^uare  beard  him  ;  they  ran 
coUected  round  him,  hooting  ana  thoiittng  at  hno,  aa  tbey  took  him  far  a 
r  ft  aadman.  Ever>-  one  who  pasaed  h^gnad  at  bU  faOy,  aa  tbcy  tbou^ 
That  mas,*  mid  thi^,  *'muit  nirdy  have  ni  hb  Maaea  to  oiv  t0  dHBga 
luaM  far  Md  oom.* 

b«  Affkaa  n^gidaa  wmi  not  at  alt  aurpciead  at  the  abotita  oT  lbs  cbBdmt,  Mr 
at  aaytUng  that  «aa  mid  of  him.  Hecontimnd  lotepoM  hiicry«oaftao,«bllo 
b*  walked  hackwBida  and  fotu ardii  on  -i1l  kidrt  of  ine  mLvt^.  That  3t  bttt  Ae 
IHlncam  UadruuDknulour.wl].  -«,  beard 

bta  voice  ;  but  aa  the  could  i.  <ie  tlwul- 

Mig  of  the  children  wbo  fallowed  him,  and  wboac  nttuber  in  naiml  e*«fy  fawwil, 
AM  «ent  one  of  bar  female  davci,  who  went  doae  »  hbn,  hi  ovdar  lo  ondarYtand 
what  was  the  rcaaoo  of  all  the  noiae  and  buatle. 

It  waj  not  long  before  the  frmaV  bUw  rrtnrnnd,  and  cnlcrad  the  mloon  bntgb> 
ing  heartily  ;  iaoeed,  HI  nnirli  <  r :  noeat  hendf  in  looking  at  her  could 

net  bdp  laughing  alio.     **  \v  ud  the  prince«<,  **  why  do  )4ju  not 

ten  BM  what  you  are  laughing  u  -      *-  rriri..c  *  the  tUve;  ittU  ta«gbiagi 

"  who  can  poaiibly  hdp  Uaghtny  at  teciag  ih  a  batket  oa  Ma  am.  In 

of  baaottfttl  new  tampi,  whioi  he  doea  tKM  wiftli  w  sen,  tjut  eacbange  far  old  onoal 
It  u  the  mjwd  of  children  wba  ayrteand  htm  that  aMh«  all  the  noiac  we  bear  te 
mockiag  hun." 

Hcartqg  thii  account,  another  of  the  female  «lavet  said,  **  Kow  km  apaak  of 
old  lamptv  I  know  not  wbeihar  the  princcM  has  taken  nodceof  oaeikax  Ueaaooa 
tba  coraka :  wbowsr  It  bckngs  to^  be  will  not  be  very  much  diapkaaed  In  find' 
ing  a  new  one  inatcwl  of  that  ohl  iiac  If  tha  pclnecas  will  ^ve  mc  laan^  dw 
may  hare  the  plcaaere  of  trjing  whctlwx  ihia  feDow  is  faol  eaoi^  to  give  a  new 
lamp  fur  4n  old  one  without  assist  anything  far  the  eacbaaga." 
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This  lamp,  orvbich  the  slave  &poke,  was  the  vny  mraderio]  fauna  «Wch 

been  the  cause  of  /Mnddin's  grc.it  success  and  happiness :  and  be  bad  hiniKlf 
placed  It  upon  the  rurnicc  before  he  went  to  the  chase,  fmm  the  fear  of  kMfaif  k. 
It  was  the  usual  jMxcaution  whidi  he  took  e\erj-  time  he  bunted.  Bui  nellfacr  th* 
female  slaves,  t!ie  eunuclis,nor  the  princess  herself,  had  paid  the  Irasi  ancmxii 
toitduringhisabsence  lill  this  moment.   Except  when  he  !i  iddinalwip 

carried  it  about  him.    His  precaution,  it  m.iy  be  >aid,  w.i-  -ery  pnip0; 

but  he  should  at  least  have  locked  the  lamp  up.  That  is  all  iti..  Uuc  ;  D«l  e»By 
one  is  liable  lo  similar  neglects,  and  alwa>s  will  be  liable  to  ihcm. 

The  princess,  who  was  ignorant  of  the  vnlue  of  this  lamp,  and  that  AlMkfa, 
not  to  say  herself,  was  so  much  interested  in  its  presen-ation,  conienicd  w  te 

joke,  and  ordered  a  eunuch  to  ga  aid 
get  It  exchanged.  The  eunuch  AejrA: 
he  went  down  from  the  sftlotm,  and  as 
sooner  i.aine  out  at  the  palMtjciMt  A« 
hi-  perceived  the.African  nuigKiaa.  Be 
imtnedintel>'  cilled  to  hitn,  and  aWi 
he  rame  he  shoved  him  the  old  lauf 
and  said,  "Give  me  a  new  lamp  far 
this." 

The  ma^cian  did  not  doubt  tatt  tfaB 
this  was  the  lamp  he  was  «c<kUig.  Ir 
cause  he  thought  there  woold  B«,tf 
course,  be  any  other  lamp  in  Aladdn 
palace,  where  evcr>-thmK  that  omM  bt 
was  of  gold  and  silver.  He  mfo:^ 
took  the  lamp  from  the  cunucfc,  jmL 
after  having  ihnist  it  as  faraabvooiM 
into  his  bmom,  ht.*  presented  hbhoriKl 
and  bade  him  take  which  be  liked  tot 
Th4^  eunuch  chose  une,  and,  leaviaf  At 
magician,  he  carried  the  new  feku  It 
the  princess.  This  chomcv  haa  m 
sooner  uken  place  than  cKe  chfthw 
made  the  whole  sqtuuc  leBouDd  wtt 
their  noise,  m  ndiculinr  and  iiicitkiHL 
as  ihcy  thought,  the  foUy  of  the  m^ 
cian. 

The  African  magician  lei  ibem  stai 

as  much  as  the>-  [deased*  but  «Mh0 

slaying  any  longer  near  AMMaf*  |ft> 

tace,  he  instantly  went  to  a  diatiiinr, 

ceased  his  noise,  and  no  longer  invited  people  to  change  old  lamps  for  new.  He 

wished  for  nu  other  than  what  he  l\ad  got.     Hts  silence,  therefore,  soon  JBdncad 

the  children  to  go  no  farther  with  him. 

As  soon  as  he  was  out  of  the  square  between  the  two  r,  i  »  (.  wait  alo^c 

the  most  untrequemed  streets,  and  as  he  had  no  fiirthn  ■■,  far  At  f^ 

maindcr  of  his  lamps  or  his  basket,  he  set  them  down  in  itic  inn.wic  df  a  snc 
where  tic  tliuught  no  one  would  sec  him.  He  then  turned  do«-n  anmber  •tnrt. 
and  made  all  tlic  haste  he  could  to  get  to  one  of  the  gates  of  the  city.  A*  be 
continued  his  walk  through  the  suburb,  which  was  very  txtensh-e,  he  hiaurt* 
some  provisions  before  he  left  it  And  when  be  wa*  in  tbe  open  country,  ae 
turned  don-n  a  by-road,  where  there  was  not  a  probability  nf  Meifi|[  any  pefHOk 
and  there  he  rcnmined  till  he  thought  a  good  opportunity  occurred  to  ossctfR 
iJie  design  be  had  m  coroi&g  there.    He  did  not  regret  the  hor^c  be  left  al  tki 
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khan  tdiere  he  lodged,  but  thought  himself  welt  recompensed  by  the  trcasutt  he 
had  jcuuircd. 

The  African  magician  passed  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  the  same  spot,  and 
stayed  also  until  the  night  was  far  udvanced.  He  tlicn  drew  the  lamp  out  of  his 
bosom  and  rubbed  it.  The  genius  instantly  obeyed  the  summons.  "  What  do 
yoo  wish  ?"  cried  the  genius;  "  I  am  ready  to  obey  you  as  your  slave  and  the 
slave  of  those  who  have  the  Limp  in  their  hands,  tiotn  I  and  the  uUier  sla^-es  of 
the  Ump.^  "  I  command  you,"  replied  the  African  magician,  "  insunOy  to  take 
the  palace  which  you  and  the  oiher  slaves  of  the  lamp  nave  erected  in  this  city, 
exactly  u  it  is,  with  cvcr>-thinf;  in  ir,  both  dead  and  alive,  and  transport  it,  with 
tne  at  the  same  time,  into  the  fanher  part  of  Africa."  Without  making  any 
answer,  the  genius,  assisted  by  the  other  slaves  of  tiic  lamp,  took  both  him  and 
the  whole  [kilace,  and  transported  it  in  a  very  short  time  to  the  exact  spot  he  had 
pointed  out. 

h  is  now  necessary  to  leave  the  African  magician,  the  Princess  Oadroulboudour, 
and  the  palace  in  Africa,  and  lake  notice  of  the  sultan's  surprise. 

The  sultan  no  sixtner  rose  the  next  morning  than  he  did  not  fail,  as  usual,  to 

go  to  the  cabinet  and  look  out,  that  he  might  have  (he  pleasure  of  contemplating 

and  admiring  Aladdin's  paLicc.   He  cast  his  cxa  towards  the  side  where  at  was 

accustomed  to  sec  this  palace,  but  discovered  only  an  open  space,  such  as  it  was 

beibre  it  had  bet-n  built.    He  tliought  he  must  be  deceived.   He  rubbed  his  eyes, 

bat  stUl  he  couM  sec  nothing  more  than  at  first,  though  the  air  was  so  serene, 

the  skj-  so  cle^r,  and  ihe  sun  so  near  rising,  that  every  object  was  very  distiiurt 

-and  plain.     He  looked  on  both  sides  and  out  of  both  windows,  but  could  not 

perceive  what  he  h.id  been  accustomed  to.     His  astonishment  was  so  great,  that 

he  renutined  for  some  time  in  the  same  place,  with  his  eyes  turned  to  the  spot 

wbere  the  palace  had  stood,  but  where  he  ctiuld  no  longer  see  it,  cndeavounng 

to  comprehend  what  was  beyond  his  power,  that  is,  how  so  large  and  so  visible 

4  palace  as  that  of  Aladdin's,  which  he  liad  con:>tantly  seen  ever>-  day  since  he 

i^IbkI  Ki\'en  pennission  to  have  it  erected,  and  even  so  lately  as  tnc  day  before, 

so  suddenly  and  completely  vanish,  that  not  the  smallest  vestige  re- 

**  I  cannot  be  deceived,"  lie  said  to  himself;  "it  was  in  this  very  place 

I  beheld  it     If  it  had  fallen  down,  the  materials  at  least  would  have  ap- 

i  i  and  if  Ihe  earth  had  swallowed  it,  we  should  have  perceived  some  mnrKS 

"^II*    In  whatever  w.-iy  this  had  come  to  pass,  and  however  satisfied  he  was 

That  the  palace  was  no  longer  there,  he  ncvcrtlictess  waited  some  lime  to  see  if 

in  lealin- he  was  not  dccei\*cd.     He  at  length  retired,  after  tookuiK  once  more 

txhind  him  as  he  left  tlie  place.     He  returned  to  his  ajiartracnt,  and  ordered  his 

nd  \'izicr  to  be  instantly  sent  for.     In  the  meantime  he  sat  down,  his  mind 

lied  with  so  many  dilTcrent  thoughts,  he  knew  not  what  part  to  take; 

he  grand  vizier  did  not  make  the  sultan  wait  long.     He  came  in  so  much 

tusie,  that  neither  he  nor  his  attcndimts  in  the  least  obscr^-ed  .«  Ihcy  passed 

that  the  jialace  of  Aladdin  was  no  longer  in  the  same  place.     Even  the  porters 

wfcn  th^  opened  the  gates  did  not  perceive  the  dilTcrcnce. 

"Sire,  said  the  gr.md  vizier  the  moment  he  entered, "tiie  eagerness  and  haste 
will  which  your  m.njcst)-  his  sent  for  me  leads  me  to  suppose  that  something 
*lryoitraordinary  has  happened,  since  your  majesty  is  not  ignorant  tlvat  this  is 
t*e  day  when  the  council  meets,  and  that  I  should,  Ihcrefurc,  of  course,  have 
h««nhere  on  my  duty  in  a  very  short  time.'  "  What  has  happened  is  indeed 
'Wi^  extraordinary,  as  you  have  said,  and  you  will  soon  agree  it  is  so.  Tell  me, 
*boe  is  Aladdin's  palace  ?"  "  I  have  just  now  passed  it,  sire,"  replied  the  rirlcr, 
yittthe  utmost  surprise,  "and  it  vcenicd  lo  me  to  be  in  the  same  spot.  A  build- 
t^  10  solid  as  that  is  cannot  easily  chani;e  its  situation."  "Go  into  my  cabinet," 
*'iwtred  the  snll.in,  ''and  come  and  tell  mc  if  you  can  sec  it.'* 
The  grand  viacr  went  as  he  w.is  ordered,  and  the  very  same  thing  happoted 
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to  htm  as  to  the  sultan.    \\'hcn  he  wu  quite  sure  that  the  palace  of . 

not  stand  in  the  place  where  it  was,  and  lh:it  not  the  smallest  part  of  it 

to  remain,  he  returned  to  tilt  sultan.    "  Well,"  demanded  the  latter,  "  hare 
seen  Aladdin's  piUacc ?"    "Your  majesty,  aire,  may  rcmcrober,"  replied 
grand  viiier,  "  that  1  Ixad  the  honour  to  tell  you  that  this  palace,  which  wa:^_u 
mudi  and  so  deservedly  admired  for  its  heauiy  and  immen&e  riches,  was     _ 
work  of  maj^c,  but  your  majesty  did  not  then  pay  any  attention  to  what  I 

The  sultan,  who  could  not  deny  the  farmer  representations  of  the ; 
was  in  the  greater  rage  because  he  was  also  unable  to  disavow  bts  ow^^,' 
credulity.  "  Where  is  this  impostor.'"  he  exclaimed,  "this  wretch!  tkat  I  ^ 
strike  off  his  head  ?"  "  It  is  some  days,"  answered  the  crand  viiicr,  *■  sin<:^j  i^ 
came  to  take  leave  of  your  majesty.  We  must  stnd  to  him  to  inquire  aboi^f  ^ 
palace ;  he  cannot  be  ignorant  where  it  is."  ''  This  would  be  to  treat  hies  wi^  : 
too  great  indulgence  !"  exclaimed  the  mofiarch.  "Co,  and  order  iftirty  o| 
horsemen  to  bring  him  before  mc  in  chains."  The  grand  vizier  insuniJy^ 
the  orders,  and  instructed  their  ofHccr  how  they  might  prevent  hij  escape  i 
take  him.  They  set  out  and  met  AUddin,  who  was  returning  from  the 
about  five  or  six  leagues  from  the  city.  Tlie  officer,  when  he  tirsi  occosttd 
said  that  the  sultan  was  so  impatient  to  sec  him  a^ain,  that  he  had  sent  ihiBtb 
inform  him  of  it  and  to  accompany  him  on  his  rcium. 

Aladdin  had  not  the  least  suspicion  of  the  true  cause  that  bad  brooighl  ^ 
detacluneot  of  the  sultan's  guard.  He  continued  hunting;  on  hi^  way  hotne;  hit 
when  he  was  within  half  a  league  of  the  citv,  the  detachment  surrounded  tuni. 
and  the  officer  then  said,  "  Prince  Alaildin,  it  U  with  the  grcitcst  regret  thll  I 
piusi  inform  you  of  the  orders  we  have  received  from  the  sulum,  tu  arrcSMi 
conduct  you  like  a  state  criminal.  We  entreat  you  not  to  lake  it  ill  intoilui 
we  do  our  duty,  but  on  the  coniran-  that  you  will  pardon  us,"  This  declanik« 
astonished  Aladdin  to  the  greatest  degree.  He  felt  himself  innocent  and  V^ 
the  officer  if  he  knew  of  wh:ii  crime  he  was  accused  ;  but  be  repHed  that  Vd^ 
he  nor  his  men  were  acquainted  with  it. 

As  Aladdin  perceived  that  his  own  attendants  were  much  inferior  to  the 'i^ 
tachment,  and  even  that  they  went  to  some  distance,  he  dismounted,  and  wti 
to  the  officer,  "  Here  1  am,  execute  M'hatevcr  orders  you  have  received.  I  ia0t> 
however,  aver  that  I  am  guilty  of  no  crime,  either  towards  the  persoDafdK 
sultan  or  the  sute."  They  immediately  put  .\  large  and  long  chain  aboct  li«i 
neck,  which  ihey  then  bound  round  his  body,  so  that  he  had  not  the  we  of  ki* 
arms.  When  the  officer  bad  |mt  hinibclf  at  tlic  head  of  the  troop,  one  of  li* 
horsemen  ttKJt  hold  of  tlie  end  of  ihe  chain,  and  going  on  behind  the  oftctr.  ** 
led  Aladdin,  who  was  obliged  to  follow  on  foot ;  and  in  this  state  he  wai  Gfi^ 
ducted  through  the  city. 

When  the  gu.irds  entered  the  siiburhn,  the  first  person  who  saw  Aladdtoco)- 
ducted  m  this  way,  like  a  stitc  criminal,  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  was goilC^ 
lose  his  head.    i\s  he  was  generally  beloved,  some  seized  a  sabre,  othen  «■•' 
Ocranns  they  could,and  those  who  had  none  took  up  stones,  and  mil^iBtf*' 
followed  the  guards.     Some  of  those  «ho  were  in  die  rear  wheeled  .ihc«t.»' 
they  wished  to  disperse  them  ;  but  the  people  inc^c.^5ed  so  f" 
thought  it  belter  lo  dissemble,  well  satislica  if  they  could  co:  ■ 
to  the  palace  without  his  being  rescued.     In  order  to  succeed  \\*t  bcxux,^ 
took  great  care,  as  the  streets  happened  to  be  more  or  less  wide,  to  i 
whole  space,  sometimes  extending  and  at  others  compressing  tl 
this  manner  they  arrived  in  the  open  square  before  the  palate, 
fonned  into  one  line,  :ind  faced  about  towards  the  armed  multitude, 
officer  and  guard  who  led  Aladdin  entered  the  palace,  and  the  porters 
gates  to  prcN'cnt  any  one  from  entering. 

Aladdm  was  conducted  before  the  sultan^  who  waited  fttr  him,  »coomfMli^ 


occqgi 


TJkr  History  of  Aktddin^  or  the  Wontkrfui  Lamp. 


6«5 


lie  grand  vider,  in  a  balcony.  And  he  no  sooner  saw  him  than  he  com- 
manded Uic  executioner,  who  was  already  present  by  his  orders,  to  strike  off  bis 
head,  as  he  wished  not  to  htwr  a  word  or  any  expl.ination  whatever. 

When  the  executioner  had  seized  Aladdin,  he  took  otT  the  chain  that  was  round 
his  neck  and  body,  and  after  laying  down  on  the  ground  a  larye  piece  of  leather, 
Ataincd  with  the  blood  of  the  many  criminals  he  had  executed,  he  desired  htm 
to  place  himself  on  his  knees,  and  then  tied  a  bandage  over  his  eyes.  Having 
dnvn  his  sabre,  he  was  about  to  give  the  fatal  stroke,  only  makinR  the  three 
usual  doan^hes  intheatr,  and  waiting  for  thesultui's  signal  to  separate  Aladdin's 
head  from  his  body. 

At  this  ven-  instant  the  frrand  vizier  perceived  that  the  populace,  who  had 
jiorced  the  guards  and  tilled  the  square,  were  in  fact  scaling  the  walls  of  the 
palace  in  many  places,  and  had  even  begun  to  pull  them  down  in  order  to  open 
a  pusagc  Before,  tlierefore,  the  sultan  could  gi%e  the  signal,  he  said  to  him, 
**  1  beseech  your  majesty  to  think  maturely  of  what  you  are  g^ing  to  do.  You 
will  run  the  nsk.  sire,  of  having  vour  palace  forced :  and  if  this  misfortune  should 
happen,  the  event  cannot  but  be  dreadful"  "  My  palace  forced  I"  replied  the 
sultan,  "  who  can  dare  attempt  it  ?  "  "*  If  your  majesty,  sire,  will  cast  your  eyes 
I  ,rt  ards  the  walls  in  thai  part,  you  will  acknowledge  the  truth  of  what  I  say." 

When  the  sultan  saw  such  eager  and  violent  commotions,  his  fear  w-ts'  very 
neat.  He  instantly  ordered  the  executioner  to  put  up  his  sabre,  to  lake  the 
bmdage  off  Aladdm's  ejes,  and  set  him  at  liberty.  He  also  commanded  an 
oficer  to  pruclatm  that  he  pardoned  Aladdin,  and  that  every  one  might  reure. 

As  all  those  who  lind  ntounted  on  the  walls  of  the  palace  were  witnesses  of 
wbat  passed,  they  gave  over  their  design,  and  nlmust  directly  ^'ut  down :  and. 
hi^y  delighted  at  having  thus  been  the  means  of  saving  the  life  of  one  whom 
ikey  really  lovcdf  ihc)-  instantly  published  tliis  news  to  those  who  were  near  them ; 
thence  it  spread  through  all  the  popuhcc  who  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
ydocc  The  officers  also,  who  ascended  the  terraced  roof  to  proclaim  the  same 
Ihiog, completed  its  publicity.  The  justice  the  sultan  )i.id  thus  rendered  Aladdin, 
by  paidonmg  him,  oisanned  the  populace,  quieted  the  tumult,  and  every  one  by 
degieea  returned  home. 

When  Aladdin  found  himself  at  liberty,  he  lifted  up  his  head  towards  the 
h«kon>-,  and  [icrcciving  the  .sultan,  he  raised  his  voice,  and  .iddressed  him  in  the 
most  pathetic  manner.  "  1  entreat  your  majesty,"  he  said,  '*  to  add  .\  new  fa\-our 
M  tbe  pardon  you  have  just  granted  mc,  and  that  is  to  inform  me  of  my  crime." 
•*  SOxM.  thy  crime  is,  pertidiaus  wretch ! ''  replied  the  sultan  ;  "  dost  thou  nm  know 
it?     Come  up  here,  and  1  will  show  thee." 

^^laddin  ascended,  and  when  he  iwesented  himself.  "  Follow  me,"  said  the 
^■lan,  walking  on  before,  without  t.iking  any  other  nutice  of  him.  He  led  the 
Viy  to  the  cabinet  that  opened  towards  the  place  where  Aladdin's  palace  stwKl. 
When  they  came  to  the  door,  "lio  in,*' s.aid  the  sultan;  "you  ought  to  know 
where  your  own  palace  is.  Look  on  all  sides,  and  tell  me  wlvit  is  become  of  it." 
Aladdin  looked,  but  saw  nothing.  He  perceived  the  space  which  his  palace  did 
<KCUp>* ;  but  as  he  could  not  conceive  how  it  should  have  disappeared,  this  ex- 
tnordinary  and  wonderful  event  so  confused  and  astonished  him,  that  he  could 
ant  answer  the  sultan  a  single  word.  "  Tell  me."  said  the  latter,  impatient  at  hia 
silence*  **  where  is  your  naUce,  and  what  has  become  of  my  daughter  ?  "•  "  Sire," 
nnUed  Aladdin,  at  last  bre-iking  silence,  **  1  plainly  see,  and  must  own,  that  the 
puace  which  I  built  is  no  longer  in  the  place  where  it  wa-t  I  see  it  has  dl»- 
appeared ;  but  I  can  assure  your  ma^ty  that  I  have  no  concern  whatever  in 
this  event." 

**  I  care  not  what  is  become  of  your  p>aUce ;  that  gives  me  no  pain,"  replied 
the  sultan  ;  '*  I  esteem  my  d.iughter  a  million  times  beyond  it :  unless,  therefore, 
you  discover  and  bring  her  again  to  tnc,  no  consideration  shall  yet  prevent  my 


taking  oflF  your  head.*  **  Srre,"  said  AUddin,  "  I  entreat  your  ":  ■:— -v  "■  -r^nt 
me  furty  day>  to  make  tbe  uiu^l  dilijjenl  inquiries,  and  if  J  '  ..is 

pcriud  s»ci:t.-fvl  in  my  scircli,  I  yivc  you  my  word  that  I  will  ^  -ic 

loot  of  yinir  llirone,  ih-il  yuu  ni.iy  dispose  of  mc  according'  lu  ^  ■  j 

gram  your  rrquest,"  answered  the  suflan,  **  but  do  not  think  i"  ,  ."if, 

and  endeavour  lu  escape  my  TCicntment.  In  whatever  pan  ol  the  vorld  yaa  oic, 
i  will  Like  care  to  discover  you." 

Aladdin  then  left  the  sultans  presence  in  the  deepest  hui  ^nd  in  a 

state  truly  deserving  of  pity.    He  passed  through  the  courts  i     .iCe  with 

downcast  eye:*,  not  even  daring  to  louk  about  him,  %a  great  v-Jti  im  conftUMB; 
;ind  the  principal  officers  of  the  court,  not  one  o(  whom  hod  he  ever  disoliligcii, 
in&tead  of  coming  lo  console  him  or  oHer  him  a  retreat  at  their  hoiiici,  bimed 
their  tucks  upon  him,  b«ith  that  they  mi^ht  not  be  supposed  to  ^e  huti,  nor  be 
be  able  to  recognize  ihem.     Uut  even  if  they  had  approadir-^  urdei  fo 

console  him  or  offer  him  an  asylum,  they  themselves  would  not  ■■"a  him: 

he  did  not  cve:i  know  himself.  His  mind  seemed  deranged,  <  i  »<><<  n  be  gat% 
evident  proofs  when  he  wa:i  out  of  the  palace,  for  without  thmkmg  of  what  be 
did,  he  dcmaiiJed  at  every  door,  and  of  all  he  met,  if  they  had  seen  hu  palace* 
or  could  liive  liini  any  iinelligence  of  it. 

These  otiestions  made  every  one  think  that  iUaddin  had  lost  his  tenses :  Mne 
even  laugncd  at  him  ;  but  the  more  serious,  and  especially  all  those  *ho 
been  on  friendly  terms,  or  ever  had  any  businc>&  witli  him,  most  srn'niislv  com- 
passionated him.    He  remained  three  dajs  in  the  city,  walking  cI 
part,  eating  only  what  was  given  him  in  charity,  without  being  able-  ;     : 
resolution. 

At  length,  as  Aladdin  could  not  in  his  trreiched  state  remain  any  longer  tai 
city  where  he  had  bitlierto  lived  in  such  splendour,  he  departed  toward* 
country.     He  soon  turned  out  of  die  high-road,  and  after  walking  o««r  a  _ 
deal  of  ground  in  the  moit  dreadful  stale  of  mind,  he  .arrived,  towards  the  cl 
of  day,  on  llie  borders  of  a  river.     He  now  gave  himself  up  entirely  lo  dri>p|ur. 
"Whither  shall  I  go  lo  seek  my  palace?''  he  exclaimed  to  himself.     "  In  ■  ' 
countn-,  in  what  p.irt  of  (he  world  shall  I  tind  cither  that  or  my  dear  prtn 
whom  the  sultan  demands  a{  me  ?    Never  shall  1  be  able  to  succeed  1    It  tss 
better,  then,  that  I  at  once  free  myself  from  all  my  labours,  which  muM  and 
nothing,  and  all  the  cutting  sensations  (hat  distract  mc."     He  was  then 
throw  himself  into  the  river,  according  to  hij  resolution  ;  bill  bcin; agood 
man,  and  faithful  to  his  religion,  he  thought  he  ought  not  to  do  so  witbovt 
repeating  hi:,  prayers..     In  order  to  perform  llits  ceremony  he  went  close  to 
biuik  to  wash  his  face  and  hands,  as  was  the  custom  of  bts  oounlr>' ;  but  as 
spot  was  rather  steep,  and  the  ground  moist  from  the  water  lliat  had 
against  it,  he  slipped  down,  and  would  have  fallen  into  the  river  if  h«  had 
been  slopped  by  a  piece  of  stone  or  rock  that  projected  abt^ut  two  feet  (ran 
surface.    Happy  was  it  for  him  too  that  he  suU  had  with  him  the  nng  which 
African  magKJan  had  put  upon  his  hngcr  when  he  m-ide  him  go  dcnrn  into 
subterraneous  cavern,  to  bring  away  the  precious  lamp,  which  was  so  nor  ' 
buried  with  him.     In  holding  against  the  piece  of  rock,  he  rubbed  the  riAfK 
strongly,  that  tlic  same  genius  instantly  appeared  whom  he  had  bcfor««een 
the  fiul>tpn,ineous  cavern.   "  Wliat  do  you  wish  ? "  cried  the  genius  :  "  I  am 
to  obey  you  as  your  slave,  and  ns  the  slave  of  him  who  has  that  nng  upon 
6nger,  both  I  and  the  other  slaves  of  the  ring." 

Aladdin  was  mo&t  agreeably  surprised  by  a  sight  he  so  little  expected  fat 
despair  he  was  in.  and  directly  replied,  "  Save  my  hfe,  geniiu,  a  MCood  '  ^^^ 
by  mforming  mc  where  llic  pal.icc  is  which  I  have  btdlt,  or  ID  procwtnit  R  to  I^^B* 
again  placed  where  it  wiis.'  "  Wliat  yoti  rc^iuirc  of  me.'answentd  tfwpauiw.*  ^ 
beyond  my  ability ;  I  atn  only  the  slave  of  the  ring  ;  you  must  Mldres*  juuum    i^ 
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tothoilaveoriheUinp.''  "If  th«t  be  the  one,  tbe«,"  replied  AlMJdin,"  at  leut 
PWMPort  me  lo  tb«  tpoi  when  mjr  palice  ii.  lei  t|  b«  in  wbai  pan  of  the  world 
it  wQ^  Mid  plftce  me  under  the  windov  of  the  PrauxM  BadnMilbotidoui:."  He 
lad  hardf  MJd  thn  bdorv  the  kciuui  look  anil  transported  hint  to  Africa,  wax 
•  liim  ci^y  and  in  the  midkt  <A  a  Uuve  meadow,  in  which  ihc  paJacc  Mooo,  uid 
em  UB  down  directly  under  itic  wtTtJinvi  uf  the  apactmenl  ol  the  princei^  and 
Ibera  UA  him.    All  this  wat  the  work  of  an  iutant 

NocviihMandina  the  obacurity  of  the  ntKhl,  Aladdin  \trf  fHullly  iccegnbed 
both  hb  own  palace  and  the  apartment  of  uia  princeM ;  but  a«  th«  nl|^  waa  frr 
sJ,  ana  o-enrthiag  in  the  palace  was  qnict,  he  retired  ta  one  lid*,  aad 
hfmi^  at  tfaa  foot  irfa  treb     Full  of  hopci.  and  rcflcctins  on  the  good 
rwhlch  dunce  alooe  had  proatrcd  hun.  be  here  felt  himMlf  in  a  much  more 
~  itats  ihttB  iinrfl  he  had  been  aneMad  bf  lbs  mbaii'i  ordv,  farought  be- 
lt and  again  ddiverrd  from  the  danger  ef  \ifini%  hn  hnd.    He  annwd 
for  «om«  time  with  ilirv  >irrr«-jble  thoti,:  had  for  fiv«  or 

ifai  dan  enjojrtd  hardtjr  any  rtit.  be  couUl  nut  pd  im  being  pna 

cam*  Of  ileqv  and  be  real^^ied  bimwtf  to  te  Ktaiuence  on  tbc  ipot  wbcic  bt 

The  iMn  vtindiif.aaaooDastbe  MB  mcared  abovelbcborinn.Abddfat  «aa 
molt  agnaafaty  tmwmA  by  the  noMt  or  the  birda  which  had  perched  for  ibe 
m(hi.  not  ooly  upon  Uw  tne  imdcr  which  be  lay,  bat  abo  among  the  other  thkk 
tracain  the  garden  of  his  pftlace.  He  can  bia  eyes  upon  thia  heaolifnl  hefldjiig, 
aad  Mt  an  mexprcMble  joy  at  the  thoughts  o<  faenig  agate  maMetflf  it(  and  <moe 
loi»  aeeHBiiag  bia  dear  pcincew.  He  got  up  and  aaproacfaad  Iba  aaartiMiit  el 
^tta  prfMcsa.  He  waDtad  (at  Moe  uae  under  the  wnrdow.  ««biag  lU  dM  letik 
^Bteei  that  die  adgbt  tibetrve  him.   WUIatai«Mtnatii*nt^tbti,lieoaarid>f«i 

^^BbtthfattMlf  nhatcuuld  ha*efaccnlhecaiiaftarhlindi<ort.iiM):  j[nd  oAoi  m«di. 
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taiing  some  time,  be  enteruined  no  doubt  bui  that  it  arose  £rom  his  ha\-tti^  left 
hU  InmpL  He  accused  himself  of  ncf^ligcncc  and  carelessness  in  having  surkrcd 
the  lamp  lo  be  out  of  his  possession  a  single  moinenL  He  was>  however,  the 
most  embimsscd  in  discovering  who  could  tie  so  jc-alous  of  hia  happinesij.  He 
would  at  once  ha^-e  comprehended  it  if  he  h.id  known  that  both  he  and  his  tuUce 
were  in  Africa  ;  but  the  genius  who  was  the  slave  of  the  ring  had  not  infonned 
him.  The  name  alone  of  Africa  would  have  brought  his  declared  enemy  tlie 
magician  to  his  recollection. 

The  Princess  Badroulboudour  rose  this  rooming  much  eariicr  than  she  had  yn 
done  since  she  had  been  transported  into  A&ica  by  the  artiricc  of  the  mafiician, 
whose  sight  she  was  compelled  to  endure  once  evcr>-  day.  as  lie  was  master  of 
the  palace  ;  but  she  constanlt)'  treated  him  so  lU  that  be  lud  never  yet  had  the 
boldness  to  sleep  tliere.  When  she  was  dressed,  one  of  her  women  looking  throMfa 
the  lattice  perceived  Aladdin,  ;ind  instantly  ran  .inii  informed  her  mistress.  The 
princess,  WHO  could  scarcely  believe  the  fact,  imnieduuely  went  to  the  window  and 
saw  him  herself.  She  opened  the  lattice,  the  not^e  of  which  made  Aladdin  raise 
his  head.  He  instantly  recognized  her,  and  saluted  her  in  a  manner  hifchly  ex- 
pressive of  his  joy.  "  Lose  not  a  moment,"  cried  the  princess  ;  "  they  ore  gone 
to  open  the  secret  door, — ascend  this  instant."    She  then  shut  the  lattice: 

This  secret  door  was  directly  below  the  apartment  of  the  princess.    It  was  open, 
and  Aladdin  entered  her  apartment     It  is  impossible  to  express  the  joy  tbey  mch 
felt  in  again  seeing  each  other,  after  having  concluded  they  were  for  e\cr  scpmraicd. 
They  cmbr.ired  each  other  with  tears  of  joy  many  times,  and  gave  all  tmogiaaUe 
proofs  of  the  tenderest  afTection,  after  so  cruel  .ind  so  unforeseen  a  sepotratioa. 
They  at  length  sat  down.    "  Before  you  mention  anything  else,  my  prince&s,"  &-uil 
Ataddm,  "tell  me  in  the  name  of  God,  as  well  for  your  own  soke,  and  for  tlui 
of  the  sultan  your  evcr-respcctcd  lithcr,  as  for  mine,  what  has  become  of  that  oid 
lamp  wliicti  1  placed  upon  the  cornice  of  the  saloon  with  tweoty-four  vindowi 
before  I  went  on  the  bunting  partv^"     "Ah,  my  dear  husband,"  nptcd  the- 
princess,  "  I  doabt  very  much  whctticr  our  nmlu:tl  inisfortune<»  have  not  axiAn 
Irom  that  lamp ;  and  what  the  more  distresses  mc  is,  that  I  am  myself  the 
dI  it"    "  Uo  not,  princess,"  resumed  Aladdin,  "  attnbute  the  matter  to  younctf 
I  oiUy  am  to  blame,  for  I  ought  to  have  been  more  careful  in  its  pt 
But  let  us  now  only  think  ufrejiairing  that  loss  ;  and  for  this  purpose 
I  beg  of  you,  of  ever)'thing  that  lias  iiappened,  and  into  whose  hands  this 
has  SiUen." 

The  princess  then  rehted  to  Aladdin  everything  that  had  passed  r^tiw 
the  exchange  of  the  old  Limp  for  the  new  one,  which  she  showed  hira ;  and 
on  the  following  night,  after  ha\ing  been  sensible  of  the  remm-.ii  of  the 
she  found  herself  liic  neit  morning  in  the  unknoim  country  >  was 

speaking  lo  him.  and  that  this  country  was  /Vfrica,  a  fact  she  i  frottt 

traitor  who,  by  his  magic  art,  had  transported  her  there. 

**  Princess,"  leplied  Aladdin,  intcrrupling  her, "  b)-  informing  mc  that  we  4ll> 
Africa,  you  have  at  once  urunaskcd  the  traitur.   He  is  the  most  infamow  of 
But  this  is  neither  a  proper  lime  nor  place  lo  enter  into  a  detail  of  his  oimn. 
entreat  )-ou  only  to  tell  me  what  he  n.xs  done  witli  the  '  v  •      rrl  where  he 
put  it"     "He  constintly,"  rejoined  the  princess,  ''carri--  y  wrapped 

m  his  bosom.     I  am  sure  o^  this,  because  he  once  toul  i ;  ..t  my 

ahowmg  it  as  a  sort  of  uophy." 

^  Do  nut  be  offended,  my  princess,"  ccmtinucd  Aladdin,  *'  at  all  the  nnLitliiiii  ^^ ' 
put  to  you ;  thc>-  arc  of  euual  importance  to  us  both.  !Iui  lu  come  ai  inkp  *  '<' 
what  most  iniciesis  me.  tell  me,  1  conjure  you,  how  you  ha\c  l>t<'n  treated  by  »r  ■■ 
in&mous  and  perfidious  a  wretch."  **  Since  1  have  been  in  i! 
the  princess, "  he  has  presented  himself  before  meLiiIvoncr  u  uy;  a 

I  am  persuaded  that  the  little  satisfaction  he  has  derived  (ram  ld»  vaiu 


The  history  ef  Aiaddin^  cr  tfu  Wenda/ui  Lamp. 


S~iim  repeat  them  less  often.  All  thai  hf^  has  ever  said  to  me  has  only  been  for 
ihc  purpose  of  persuading  me  to  be  faithless  lo  you,  and  to  take  him  for  my  hiis- 
iDond;  wishing  to  convince  mc  th.it  1  ought  never  to  expect  to  see  you  o^in, 
Khat  you  arc  no  lun^'cr  aUve,  that  the  sultan  my  £ither  has  ordered  your  bead  lo 
^}e  cut  ofT.  And  to  prove  to  me  th:it  you  were  an  ungrateful  wretch,  he  said  that 
>ou  o»"ed  all  your  good  fortune  to  htm,  with  a  thousand  other  injurious  expres- 
sions that  I  cannot  rcpeaL  And  as  he  never  had  any  other  answer  tiian  my  com- 
plaints and  ray  tears  afforded  htm,  he  n'as  obliged  to  retire  with  as  little  Mtis- 
nctioa  as  be  came.  I  have  nevertheless  no  doubt  but  that  he  means  to  sui'i'er 
Khe  most  violent  effects  of  my  affliction  to  subside,  unth  the  hope  and  esper tation 
that  1  shall  change  my  mind,  and.  if  in  the  end  I  should  perse\'cre  in  my  resist- 
ance, to  make  use  of  violent  methods;  but  your  presence,  my  dear  husband,  at 
OQcc  diviipates  all  my  fenrs." 

"  Princess,"  intcmipied  Aladdin.  "  I  trust  you  will  not  be  deceived,  as  I  ihink 
I  lu^'C  discovered  the  means  of  delivering  you  from  our  common  enemy.  For 
this  purpose,  however,  I  must  go  intd  the  town ;  I  will  return  about  noon,  and 
commanicate  to  you  the  nature  of  my  design,  for  you  must  your<«lf  contribute 
cowards  its  success.  Let  me,  however,  apprise  you  not  to  be  astonished  if  you 
see  me  return  in  a  did^crent  dress ;  and  be  sure  you  give  orders  that  I  may  not 
be  obliged  to  wait  at  the  pn\atc  door,  but  be  admitted  the  instant  I  knock." 
The  princess  protni:>cd  that  bumcbudy  should  be  ready  to  open  it  on  his  arrnraL 
As  soon  a^  ALiddtn  bad  left  the  palace,  he  looked  about  on  all  sides,  and  at 
last  discovered  a  peasant  who  was  goin^^  into  the  country.  ALiddin  hastened  to 
o\-ertake  him,  ana  as  soon  .is  he  joint-d  hinv,  he  proposed  to  change  clothes,  and 
made  him  such  an  oHTer  that  the  peasant  readily  agreed  to  it.  lliis  took  place 
bdiund  a  small  bush ;  and  when  the  exrhaage  was  completed  they  separated,  and 
Aladdin  took  the  road  that  led  to  the  iobtu  When  he  got  there,  he  turned  dnwn 
«  street  which  led  from  the  gate,  and  then  getting  in  those  streets  which  were 
most  fretiueoted,  he  came  to  that  part  where  each  street  is  occufMed  bj'  a  parti- 
CuUr  profession  or  trade.  He  went  into  that  appropriated  lo  druggists,  and  goit^ 
to  the  shop  which  appeared  the  largest  and  best  supplied,  he  asked  the  owner  if 
ike  bad  a  certain  powder,  the  name  of  which  he  mentioned. 

The  merchant,  who,  from  looking  at  Aladdin's  dress,  did  not  conceive  that  he 
Ikad  nuney  enough  to  pay  for  it,  replied  that  he  had  it,  but  that  it  was  very  dear. 
ASaddin  readily  entered  mto  the  merchant's  thoughts,  and  tlicrcfore  took  out  his 
purae,  and  showing  him  the  gold,  desirud  lo  have  half  a  drachm  of  the  ponder. 
The  merchant  weighed  it,  wrapped  it  up,  and  giving  it  to  Aladdin,  demanded  ooe 
|>tlK^  of  gold  for  it  The  latter  immedialelv  paid  him,  .and  without  stoppiBg  any 
ion^er  in  the  town  than  was  necessary  to  t-tke  some  nourishment,  returned  to  the 
jaalairc.  He  had  no  occasion  to  w.?it  at  the  secret  door:  it  was  instantly  opened, 
%ocl  he  went  up  to  the  apartment  of  the  I^rinccss  IJadroulboudour.  "  The  aver- 
&iocu  fny  princess,"  said  AUddin  to  her  as  soon  as  he  came  in,  "  which  >-ou  have 
Expressed  for  your  ravisher  may  probably  occasion  you  some  pain  in  complyinf 
\with  tlie  instructions  I  am  going  to  give  you.  But  permit  me  tn  the  lirst  place  to 
t^  you  that  it  is  occcssar)-  for  you  to  dissemble,  and  ev^n  offer  some  violence  to 
your  own  feelings,  if  you  wish  to  be  dchvcrcd  from  his  petsecution.  and  aftwd  to 
d>e  sultan  your  father,  and  invsa%-creign.thc  s-itisfariion  of  again  beholding  yoo; 
•"  If  you  will  follow  my  advice."  continued  Aladdin,  "you  will  this  momeni 
'bcein  to  adorn  yourself  in  one  of  yi  ir  mi-t  elegant  dresses,  and  when  the  African 
■oasician  shall  come,  make  no  '-  receiving  htm  with  all  the  af£ibtiity 

yoa  can  assume,  without  appear  J  or  under  any  constraint, — in  a  kind 

of  open  manner,  yet  still  with  <u>r.ic  rciiuins  of  gne(  wtikh  he  nM  cajdy  coo- 
cave  will  won  be  entirely  disstp:iud.  In  your  convcmikNi  witk  Hnii,  Ktvt  Un 
to  uttdentand  that  )-ou  an:  makmi;  ibe  greatest  cAhrts  to  forget  ne:  and  that 
hemaybestiUmorc  cons-tnccdof  your  sincerity,  inritc  him  even  Co  sap  wilb  yoo. 
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and  tell  him  that  you  are  desirous  of  lasting  some  of  the  best  wine  this  cotuitry 
can  produce  On  this  he  will  not  fail  to  Icitve  you  in  order  to  procure  lomc 
While  he  is  gone,  do  you  go  to  the  wdeboard,  which  will  of  course  be  set  out, 
and  put  into  one  of  the  cuus  you  usually  drink  out  nf,  this  powder;  set  ihc  cup 
on  fniu  side,  and  tell  oneofyour  women  to  till  it,  and  bring  it  to  ycni  at  a  certain 
signal,  which  you  must  expl-iin  to  her,  warning  her  not  to  make  any  m!stalc& 
When  the  ma^cian  shall  be  returned,  and  you  shall  again  have  sat  down  to  lAble; 
after  hanng  eaten  and  drunk  as  much  as  you  ihink  proper,  make  them  bring  you 
die  particular  goblt-t  in  which  die  powdtr  was  put,  and  then  do  you  make  an  d- 
changc  with  hin).  He  will  find  the  tiavuui  of  that  you  gi%e  him  so  exccUent,  he 
will  not  refuse  il,  bui  drink  it  up  to  the  last  drop.  Scarcely  shall  he  have  emptied 
die  cup, but  you  will  sec  him  fall  h.ick»vards.  If  you  should  feel  any  repugnftace 
at  drinking  out  of  bis  cup,  you  need  only  pretend  to  do  so,  and  you  can  vcrv 
easily  manage  this,  for  the  cfTect  of  the  powder  will  be  so  sudden,  that  he  wiO 
not  have  time  to  pay  any  attention  to  what  you  do.  or  whether  you  drink  or  noc." 
When  Al.^ddin  had  hnishcd  his  instructions,  the  princess  answerctl,  **  I  aataX 
confess  that  I  shall  violently  shock  my  own  feelings  m  agreeing  to  moka  tbCM 
advances  to  the  magician,  although  I  am  aware  they  are  absolutely  neceaatary. 
But  what  cannot  1  resolve  to  undcrliike  again>l  such  a  cruel  enemy  ?  I  will,  then, 
do  as  you  direct,  since  your  happiness  depends  upon  it  as  well  as  mine."  \V*bea 
these  matters  were  all  arranged  with  the  princess,  Aladdin  took  hts  leitre^  and 
passed  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  palace,  and  as  ilie 
night  came  on  he  approached  the  secret  door. 

The  Princess  iladroulboudour,  feeling  herself  inconsolable  not  only  at  her  tept- 
ration  from  her  husband,  whom  from  the  tirst  she  loved  more  from  incJipaoon 
than,  duty,  but  also  from  being  separated  from  the  sultan  ber  fatlier,  betweni 
whom  and  herself  there  was  an  equal  degree  of  atTcctlon,  tiad  hitherto  complcCclf 
neglected  her  person  from  the  very  moment  >lic  knew  of  this  distressful  seponttoo. 
She  had  c^'en  neglected  that  ncatncsi  and  cleanliness  so  becoming  to  penocnttf 
her  sex,  particularly  &ince  the  liru  visit  of  tlit-  niagidan,  and  when  she  hod  leeunt 
from  her  women  dial  he  was  the  person  who  had  exchanged  the  old  lamp  fat  lltt 
new  ooe;  after  this  infamous  trick,  therefore,  she  could  not  look  upon  hnn  init- 
out  horror.  Tlic  opportunity,  however,  of  Mkin^  that  vengeance  upon  him  be  K> 
jasily  deserved,  so  much  sooner  than  she  could  possibly  even  hope  to  hare  tbc 
means  of  accomplishing  it,  made  her  resolve  to  satisfy  Aladdin. 

As  soon,  therefore, as  he  was  gone,  she  went  to  her  toilet,  and  made  berwenten 
dress  her  in  the  mast  becoming  manner.  Ha^-ingptitononeof  her  richest  hal^ts, 
she  consulted  her  mirror,  and  asked  the  opinion  of  her  women  upon  her  appear- 
ance ;  and  finding  herself  not  dciicient  in  any  of  the  charms  which  might  utter 
the  foolish  passion  uf  the  African  magician,  she  seated  herself  upon  me  soU  id 
expectation  of  his  arrival. 

The  magician  did  not  fail  to  make  his  appearance  at  the  usual  hour.  A«  soon 
as  the  princess  saw  him  come  into  the  saloon  with  the  twenty-four  window*,  where 
she  was  waiting  to  receive  him,  she  got  up  in  all  the  splendour  of  ber  jroitfh  and 
beauty.  She  pointed  with  her  hand  to  the  tnrist  honourable  scat»  and  ifaaiMd 
standmg  till  he  had  reached  it,  that  she  ini^lit  ^U  down  at  the  same  timi;  Tliis 
distinguished  civiJiiy  she  had  never  before  sho^vTi  him. 

Tltc  African  magician,  more  d-izilcd  by  the  lustre  of  her  eyes  tbao  by  the 
brilliancy  of  the  jewels  she  wore,  was  smitten  to  the  heart.  Her  majestic  aJr,  tbc 
gracious  manner  she  put  on,  so  opposite  to  the  rcbulTs  he  had  hithiTTn  met  wi  " 
irom  her,  absolutely  confused  him.      He  at  first  wished  to  sit .-'  aid 

the  sofa  ;  but  .is  he  saw  that  the  princess  dedmcd  ukuig  ber  ^    ■  he 

seated  where  she  wished,  he  at  last  olwycd. 

No  sooner  was  he  in  his  place  than  the  princess,  in  order  to  free  him  froen 
eiatttnassmcnt  in  which  she  saw  be  was,  gtmccd  at  hhn  in  such  a  manner  as 
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make  turn  suppose  she  no  longer  beheld  him  in  an  odious  point  of  view,  and  then 
said  to  him,  "You  jue,  doubtless,  astonished  at  seeing  me  appear  lo-d^y  quice< 
like  a  dufcrent  person  from  what  f  have  hitherto  done  ;  but  you  \nll  no  looker 
be  surffrised  at  it  when  I  tdl  >'du  that  1  am  naturally  of  j  disposition  so  much 
the  n^^trsc  of  grief,  melancholy,  vexation,  or  di&tress,  that  I  endeavour  to  dnMi 
them  from  me  by  everj'  means  in  my  nower,  as  soon  as  the  cause  of  ihem  has 
been  a  short  time  oier.  I  have  reilectca  upon  what  )-ou  have  said  respecting  the 
<)e3tiny  of  Aladdin,  and  from  the  disposition  of  the  sultan  my  fether,  which  I  well 
know,  I  am  persuaded,  like  yourscli.  that  the  former  could  not  possibly  escape 
the  lerrible  ^ects  of  his  rage.  1  conclude,  therefore,  that  even  if  I  wtn  to  weep 
and  Utnent  all  the  remainder  uf  my  life,  roy  tears  vould  not  rovlvv  him  ;  ii 
is,  then,  on  thir  account  that,  after  having  paid  him,  even  to  the  tomb,  every 
respect  and  duty  which  alTcctton  required.  I  iliought  I  should  at  length  search  for 
the  means  of  consoling  myself.  These  arc  the  motives  which  have  (uroduced  the 
change  yoQ  see.  In  order,  then,  to  begin  to  drive  away  alt  sorrow,  which  I  have 
nov  resolvtd  to  banish  from  my  mind,  and  being  persuaded  that  rou  will  assist 
iT>c  in  the  endeavour,  I  have  ordered  a  supper  to  be  prepared  ;  but  ns  I  have 
otily  some  wine  which  is  the  produce  of  China,  and  am  now  in  Africa,  1  have  a 
.great  doiire  to  taste  what  is  made  here,  and  I  thought  if  there  were  any,  that 
jrou  wookl  be  most  likely  to  ha^  e  the  best 

Tlie  African  maeician,  who  had  conceived  it  impossible  5o  s(K>n  and  so  casily^ 
loacquin  the  good  graces  of  the  princess,  failed  not  tu  tell  her  that  he  was  unable 
saffiacntly  to  express  huw  sensible  he  was  of  her  goodness  ;  and  to  put  an  end 
to  ber  coavcrsation,  from  which  he  would  find  it  diliicull  lo  di^cng^1};e  himself  if 
itcoathiiied  any  longer,  he  advened  to  the  vine  of  Africa  which  she  tuul  nicn<. 
tJuoedjUid  told  her  mat  among  the  many  advanlo^s  which  that  country  enjuyetl, 
that  of  producing  most  excellent  wine  was  the  prmcipnl,  particuUrly  in  the  part 
wbex«  she  tlicn  was ;  and  that  he  had  some  Mven  years  old  thai  was  nut  yet 
broa^ed,  and  that  it  was  not  saying  tuo  much  to  aver  that  it  nirpassed  all  others 
in  the  whole  world.  "  If  my  princeis,"  added  he,  "wilt  permit  me,  t  will  go  and 
Isring  two  bottles,  and  will  return  in  an  mstant."  '*  I  shr>utd  be  sorrj  to  gii.'e  you 
that  trouble,"  replied  the  pnnccss  ;  *'  it  would  be  better  surely  to  send  some  one.'' 
••  It  is  necessary  for  me  to  go  myself,"  resumed  the  maf;ici3n  ;  "  no  one  but  my- 
self has  the  key  of  the  celhir,  nor  does  any  one  cUe  know  the  secret  of  opening 
it."  "The  longer  >-ou  are  gone,  the  more  impatient  shall  I  Iw  to  see  you  again: 
remember  that  wc  sit  do'wn  to  tabic  on  your  return." 

Full  of  the  ideas  of  his  expected  happiness,  the  African  magician  not  only  ran, 
\sa\  absolutely  flew  to  fetch  lJiewine,and  was  back  almobt  insLinlly.  The  princess 
^id  not  daubl  but  that  he  would  make  h.-»5te,and  iliereforc threw  the  i^iwdcr  whi>;h 
Aladdin  had  given  her  into  a  goWet,  and  set  it  aside  against  she  should  call  for 
ix.  They  then  sat  down  opposite  to  each  other,  »o  th;it  the  m.igirinn's  liack  was 
Cowards  the  sideboard.  The  princess,  helping  him  to  what  appeared  the  best, 
Said  to  him,"  If  you  have  anv  locltnation,  I  wiU  give  you  same  music,  tnit  as  wc 
^re  nnly  by  ourselves,  I  thinV  that  conversation  will  afTord  u»  more  pleasura" 
"The  magician  regarded  this  choice  as  a  fresh  miirk  of  her  favuur. 

After  ihcyhad  eaten  for  some  little  lime,  the  princess  a^kol  for  <on>e  wine,  and 
«3rank  to  the  magician's  hcaltli.  "  You  are  right,"  she  cried,  wtien  she  hod  drunk, 
**iii  praising  your  wine  ;  I  have  never  tasted  .my  so  delicifKis."  "  Charming  pfin* 
cess,  replied  he,  holding  the  goblet  ihey  Iwd  given  him  in  his  hand,  **  my  wine 
Acquires  a  fresh  flavour  m-  the  approtxirion  you  have  tiesmwed  upon  it"  "  IMnIc 
»o  my  health"  resumed  tiic  pnnccss  ;  "  you  mu*t  confess  I  unrlersund  ii."  He 
«lid  a's  she  ordered  him,  and  in  rctamini*  the  goblet,  he  added,  **  I  esteem  myidf 
■X-er>*  liapp)-,  princess,  to  have  rcscnrd  this  wine  for  so  xood  an  occasion  ;  ftnd  I 
CTinfess  I  have  never  in  my  whole  life  drunk  anv  in  so  agreeable  ■  manner.** 
wiicn  the)'  had  continued  eating  some  time  longer,  and  had  taken  tJiree  otpt 
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each,  the  princess,  who  had  completely  faMnnatcd  the  African  nugfcian  bjr  be; 
kind  and  ubiiging  manners,  at  length  gave  the  »ign^il  to  her  woman  to  have  sane 
wine,  at  the  same  time  desiring  her  to  bring  her  a  gublet  full,  and  aJ«o  to  6&  thatch 
the  nutgicijn,  which  she  presented  to  him.  When  the)-  e.ich  held  their  tablet  ta 
ihcir  hands,'*  1  know  not,  said  sheio  the  African  m-igirian/'what  is  your  ontoo 
when  thaic  who  are  fond  of  each  other  drink  togohcr  as  we  do.  With  u«  in 
China  each  person  presents  his  own  goblet  to  the  other,  and  the  lovers  then  drink 
to  each  other's  health  ; "  at  the  same  time  she  presented  tlie  goblet  she  held,  and 
put  out  her  oOier  hand  to  receive  his.  The  African  magician  hastened  to  nuk 
Uits  change,  with  which  be  w^  the  more  delighted  as  he  boked  upon  this  Cnour 
as  the  surest  mark  of  having  made  an  entire  conquest  of  the  heart  of  the  princtsit 
and  this  completed  his  h.-ipninoss.  "  Princess,"  he  exclaimed  Iiefore  he  dnwk, 
and  holding  the  goblet  inhisnand.'' we  Africans  might  to  become  as  miichrefiDcd 
in  the  art  nf  giving  a  t£SX  to  love  by  every  delightful  accomn  ■-.im.ni  as  the 
Chinese  ;  by  int^tnicting  me,  therefore,  in  a  lesson  of  which  I  ai  .1  ihall 

team  how  sensible  1  ought  to  be  of  the  favour  I  receive.     Nc  I  fonrl. 

most  amiable  princess,  that  in  drinking  out  of  your  goblet  I  have  rrgained  nal 
life  which  your  cruelty,  had  it  continued,  would  most  infallibly  have  uestroyttL* 
The  Princess  Bfidroulboudour  was  almost  wurn  out  with  his  ridindovU  aad 
tiresome  cnnvcrsaiion.  "  Drink,"  she  cried,  interrupting  him,  "  you  may  then  nj 
what  you  please  to  me."  At  the  same  time  she  appeared  to  carry  the  (ohlet  ite 
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luJd  to  her  mouth,  but  barely  suffered  it  to  touch  her  lips,  while  the  African 
ntagician  did  nut  leave  a  single  drup.  In  ha^tenin^  to  tttiish  ttie  cup,  he  held  his 
head  quite  back,  and  rcniaiiied  ;>()  long  in  that  situiliun  that  the  princes),  who 
Icept  the  goblet  to  her  lip^  observed  ih.n  his  eyes  were  turned  up,  and  he  in  (act 
fdl  upon  nts  back  without  the  least  struggle. 

The  princess  had  no  occasion  to  order  them  to  go  and  open  the  secret  door  to 
«dmit  AUddin.  Her  women,  who  were  stationed  at  diifcreni  parts  gave  the 
word  one  to  the  other  from  the  saloon  to  the  bottom  of  the  staircase,  so  that  the 
African  magician  had  no  sooner  fallen  backwards  than  the  door  was  opened. 

Aladdtn  went  up  to  the  buluon,  and  as  :»oon  as  he  saw  the  African  magician 
eatcexuSed  un  the  suf»,  he  stopped  Hadroulboudour,  who  had  rt:^ii  to  congratulate 
faim  on  the^ojful  event  "  My  princess,*  he  cried,  ''there  is  at  this  moment  no 
tinse  Ux  rejoicing  ;  do  me  the  favour  to  retire  t"  your  apartment,  and  to  sulTer 
mc  Co  be  aJore,  while  I  prc|iarc  for  uur  return  to  China  as  quickly  as  you  went 
froni  il."  In  fatt,  the  princess,  her  women,  and  the  eunuchs  were  no  sooner  out 
of  tJhe  hall  than  Abddin  shut  the  door,  and  then  going  up  10  the  body  of  the 
African  magician,  which  was  lying  lifeless  on  the  sofa,  he  opened  his  vest  and 
took  out  the  lamp,  which  wtis  wrapped  up  cxzictly  in  the  manner  the  princess  had 
described.  He  tm>k  it  out  and  rubbed  it  The  genius  instantly  presented  him- 
•etf  mnd  made  the  ui>ual  speech.  "Genius,*^  said  Aladdin,  "  I  ha%e  called  you  to 
ooorUTtand  you  in  the  name  of  this  lamp,  your  good  mistress,  immediately  to  take 
thi>  palace  and  transport  it  to  the  same  spot  in  China  whence  it  was  brought 
here.  The  genius,  tirsi  shuwing  by  an  inclination  of  his  head  that  he  would 
obey*  vanished.  The  journey  ft-as  in  fact  made,  and  only  two  slight  shocks  were 
perceptible — one  when  the  palace  was  uken  up  from  the  place  where  it  stood  hi 
Africa,  and  the  other  when  it  was  set  down  m  China,  opposite  to  the  sultan's 
palace  ;  and  this  was  all  done  in  a  very  short  space  of  tttne. 

Aladdin  then  went  down  to  the  apanmenl  of  Uadroulboudour.  "  Our  joy,  my 
princess,"  exclaimed  Al-tddin.  embr.^cing  her,  **  will  be  complete  by  to-morrow 
tnomtng."  As  the  princess  h.id  not  hnishcd  her  supper,  and  .xt  Aladdin  was 
inuch  in  want  of  food,  she  ordered  them  to  bring  the  things  from  the  saloon  with 
fwenty-four  wmdows,  where  the  supper  had  been  served,  and  which  had  not  yet 
been  removed.  The  princess  and  Aladdin  drank  together,  and  found  the  old 
««Tne  of  die  magician  most  excellent     They  then,  without  sa>ing  a  word  of  the 

»p4eEUure  of  this  meeting,  whidi  could  nut  but  be  delightful,  retired  to  tbeir 
«partnicnt 
Since  iBe  removal  of  Aladdins  palace  and  the  loss  of  the  Princess  BadnxU- 
l>oudour  his  daughter,  as  he  thought,  for  e%'er,  the  su)t.in  had  been  inconsolable. 
He  slept  rwuthcr  night  nor  day  ;  and  instead  of  .ivoiding  everything  that  could 
I  e  his  afHictton.  he,  on  the  contrary,  cherished  every-  thought  that  was 

I  TO  add  to  it    Thus,  mstead  of  going  onl^  every  morning  to  the  cabinet  to 


fy  himself,  as  it  were,  with  the  recollected  sight  of  what  he  was  in  fact  unable 

My,  to 


perceive,  he  went  several  times  during  the  day,  to  renew  his  tears  and  over- 
hinuclf  in  the  mo^t  painful  sensations,  from  the  thoughts  of  never  again 
_  what  Had  alTordeil  him  su  much  delight,  and  fn)m  die  loss  of  what  he 
^^steemcd  the  most  of  anything  in  this  world.  The  sun  had  not  yet  risen  when 
*>ie  sull'in  entered  tlii";  cabinet,  .is  usual,  on  the  ver\-  morning  'th.\t  Abddin's 
palace  had  been  brought  back  to  its  pLice.  When  he  first  r.imc  in  he  was  so 
Wiach  afasorbed  in  his  own  feelings,  .-ind  so  penetrated  ivith  sorrow,  th.!!  he  threw 
l^fis  eves  o\*er  the  .-icrtistomed  spot  in  the  most  melancholy  manner,  with  the 
^k^Kpcctation  of  heh-^iding,  as  he  thought,  only  a  \"acant  space.  But  when  he  first 
^^aund  this  void  tilled  up,  he  conjectured  th.it  it  it'as  only  a  mist.  He  then  looked 
^«riih  BTC^c  attention,  and  could  not  at  last  doubt  that  it  was  the  palace  o( 

»<^jAd(rin  which  he  saw.    Chagnn  and  sorrow  were  succeeded  by  the  most  de- 
li^tful  sensations  of  joy.     He  hastened  back  to  his  apartment,  and  Instantly 


ordered  them  to  saddle  and  bring  him  .1  horse.  It  was  no  soOMr  bfoiudbl  tfai 
he  mounted  it  and  set  out,  thinking  he  could  not  arrive  soon  enougb  at  Auddai'k 
palace. 

Aladdin,  who  conjectured  what  mif^ht  be  the  consequence,  had  nsontt  iap 
break  ;  and  as  socm  as  he  ilrc^acd  himself  in  one  of  his  most  magnificent  rotn^ 
he  went  up  to  the  saloon  with  tweaty-four  windows,  fium  which  be  perceiv«d  the 
sultan  as  be  was  coming;  aluni^.  He  Uien  descended,  and  was  cxaclijr  in  titw 
to  recei^T  him  ai  the  bottom  of  the  grand  stairci^c,  and  assist  him  in  duoMMnii- 
in^'.  ''Aladdin,"  cried  die  sultan,  "■  1  cmnot  apeak  to  you  till  J  havs  mkb  lai 
embraced  my  daughter." 

He  then  conducted  the  sulun  to  the  a|>ariment  or  the  Princess  BaAwt 
boiidour,  whom  Aladdin  had  inrormed,  when  tic  |j:oi  up,  th.it  she  was  Dolonnr 
in  Africa  but  in  China,  at  the  capital  of  the  !iultan  her  r.tiher,  and  ckise  late 
palace.    She  had  just  hnished  dressing.     The  suhan  eagerly  entbnced  he* 
Dathing  her  face  with  his  tears,  while  the  princess,  on  her  pan,  showed  ihfl 
greatest  marks  (if  dcli};ht  at  aj^-ain  beholding  him.     For  some  tune  ibc  saicn 
could  not  uttcx  a  syllable,  so  much  was  he  affected  at  fending  bis  daogbwr,  that 
having  lamented  her  loss  as  inevitable,  «hile  the  princesi  *hrd  ^ea^^  of  )«7f  at 
the  sight  of  him.     "My  de.ir  d.iughier,"  exclaimed  the  Mil' 
ing  his  speech, "  I  wish  10  bdievc  that  the  joy  yon  feel  at  .'^ 
you  appear  so  little  changed  as  if  not  even  an  unp1eas;in:  ( 1 
happened  to  yoa    1  am  sure,  howex-er,  that  you  mu^t  have  suff* 
No  one  can  h.ivc  been  suddenly  transported  as  you  have  been.anti  wun  a  mt^te 
palace  at  the  same  time,  without  the  greatest  alarm  and  the  most  dnsulfal  tBil< 
mgs.    Relate  to  me,  1  beg  uf  you,  everything  as  it  happened,  and  do  not  cooeaal 
the  least  circumstance.'' 

The  princess  felt  a  pleasure  in  giving  the  sulun  all  tlie  satisfaction  be  wished. 
*'  Sixe,"  said  she,  "  if  1  appear  so  little  altered,  1  beg  your  majcstjr  to  ctumdB 
that  my  expectations  were  raised  so  long  ago  as  yesterday  moming  bjr  the 
presence  of  my  dciir  husband  and  liberator  Aladdin,  whum  1  had  till  tban  ■»' 
yarded  and  lamented  as  for  ever  lost  to  me,  and  ih.it  the  happiness  I  experieKod 
in  again  embracing  him  restored  me  nearly  tu  my  former  sell.  Strictly  tpcaJd^ 
my  whole  sorrow  arose  from  finding  myself  torn  from  yinsr  ni;i;e:-ty  and  WKf 
husband,  not  only  out  of  my  affection  for  him,  but  from  '  :l!ered 

for  fcar  of  the  dreadful  effects  of  your  majest>*'s  rage,  to  dodbs 

that  he  would  be  exposed,  however  innocent  he  might  be  ;  .imi  na  unu  C4M|dbe 
more  so.  1  have  suffered  less  from  the  insolence  of  my  ravisher,  wbo  ba*  con- 
tinually held  a  conversation  that  gave  me  pam,  but  to  which  I  as  often  poi  «■ 
end  by  tlic  ai>ccndancy  1  knew  how  to  maintain  over  him.  1  wu  not  also  aukr 
more  restraint  than  I  am  at  present.  Aladdin  himself  h.-id  not  the  toast  oanccn 
in  my  removal ;  I  was  alone  the  cause,  althou^ih  the  innuccnt  one." 

In  order  to  convince  the  suhan  that  she  spoke  the  '  '  ■  gave  hlma.dfr- 

Uiled  account  how  the  African  magician  disguised  h'l  <  seller  of  kaoi^ 

and  offered  to  change  new  ones  for  old,  and  of  ibej<'<i<>  -"'■- >ised  bcrtelf  with 

in  ctianging  Aladdin's  lamp,  the  impurtant  .-intl  secret  oualiiics  of  which  sJie  vas 
ignorant  of :  of  the  instant  removal  of  the  palace  and  herself  in  ccnscqncnc*  of 
this  exchange,  and  their  being  transported  mto  Africa  with  the  nugtdaB  iikm^ 
whom  two  of  her  women,  and  also  the  eunuch  who  had  made  dut  cacfciMfib 
recollected,  when  he  liad  the  audacity  to  come  and  present  himadf  bdion  her, 
the  first  lime  after  the  success  of  his  daring  enterprise  ;  and  <•{  the  propoul  bs 
made  to  marr)'  her.    She  then  informed  liiin  of  ihc  pcrsct  1  ■  cd  to 

sulfer  until  the  arrival  of  Aladdin;  of  the  measures  they  ni  :  -:  the 

lamp,  which  the  magician  consl-inily  carried  about  him  ; 
had  succeeded,  particubrly  by  her  having  the  courage  to  »1. 
and  invite  hiio  10  sup  with  her ;  with  everything  that  pu&cd  itii  lihe  prcMated 


the  ft^y''  '     '  in  which  the  had  privatel)-  pat  the  powder  AJadilin  Itad  Kivcn 

her.  ,  'Ci  111  ilw  rc»t,"  added  tbc, "  I  lw%c  Aladdin  tu  itTinfTn  voil" 

The  l't>ii.i  )mi1  Uit  little  in  Mid  to  hi«  .Kromit    "  Wlien  it"  tbc 

ytnnte  tlonf,**  he  laid,  "  I  immcdUtely  wrni  up  in  the  ulcHm  w  I'tjur 

wiedawt,  and  uw  ihc  inutor  Ivinj;  tleod  on  the  snU  fmm  the  »iicn^:U  ul  the 
powder.  A»  i:  «ra»  noi  proper  (ur  the  princeu  to  rcnutn  ilurrr  .-in)  longer,  I  re- 
ed her  to  ^  to  her  ■pauimcnt  wno  her  women  vid  eunucht.  When  1  wbb 
, after  nktng  the  lamp  out  of  the  imgicianV  bowm,  I  nude  uw  of  the  same 
he  had  done  to  remove  the  pabce  and  steal  away  the  pnoccM.  I  have 
hroai^t  the  polare  buck  lo  its  pUcc,  and  luvc  )ud  the  hjppineM  of  rc^ttMing 

cbe  prir — ■-  "*  ■ rAjcjty.  a»  you  cuaunanded  uie.     I  ha**  iwl  deceived  )our 

inaje»:  .  •inil  if  j/ou  will  tafeoilie  trouble  ID  go  up  to  the  uloon, 

you  KM.  -.■.  •.i.i.  i....^..j.(o  punuhed  *»  tw  dtwrved." 

In  iinler  lo  be  more  fiilly  convf tKCd*  the  whan  rocc  and  went  up;  and  when 
he  Lid  (cen  the  dead  body  ai  the  magician,  whose  face  was  already  become 
£vid  from  the  ktrrngth  of  the  pouon.  he  embnccd  Aladdin  wiih  the  groaiMt 
•cndctnett.  "  Du  not  think  ill  of  roc,  my  ton,"  cncd  he,  "  for  having  used  you 
in  the  maaner  I  have  dona;  paternal  afiiKtioB  farced  me  lo  it.  and  1  deserve  to 
ba  pefd'xw^  for  the  eacna  to  whkh  it  auiied  me."  **  Sue,"  replwd  Aladdin, "  [ 
kave  not  the  ka«  rca»oa  lo  comptun  of  ymtr  nuie»t)r'»  conduct :  ynu  hxve  done 
only  what  waa  your  duiv.  This  tnagkian,  tins  uiumotts  wretch,  the  most  detest- 
able ef  men,  wa»  the  soke  cause  of  my  dtafrace.  When  your  roa)eiiv  «hall  have 
Ictmre  1  will  give  yon  an  account  <k  aaMhar  pfeca  of  treachery  tkhxh  lie  wa» 
foilty  of  towards  me,  doc  Ioh  iafiuoooa  than  tnn,  fnim  which  the  pecuUar  pro- 
vidmce  of  God  has  pccacrwd  me."  **  I  wiU  take  care  to  And  an  opporawity.* 
■aid  the  sultan,  **  and  that  very  soon,  bat  let  iu  now  only  ihmk  of  making  our* 
aetves  happy." 

Aladdin  ordcrtd  tlie  magician'»  body  to  be  thrown  away,  that  it  might  serve 
Jar  baasta  and  birds  lo  i*rcy  upon.  In  iba  intiffttmit  dM  attllaa*  after  havinf 
commanded  the  drums,  irumpeu,  tymbala,  and  other  fauiiumeDts  to  announce  a 
publi<:  rejoidiw,  had  a  festival  proclainsed  often  days'  connnuince.  in  honour  of 
tbc  return  of  the  Princess  Uadroulboadour,  of  Aladdin,  and  his  palace. 

1 1  was  in  tlus  nkinncT  th.it  Aladdin  a  second  time  (»caped  an  almost  inevitable 
death,  but  even  thts  *x%  not  the  last ;  be  was  in  danger  u  thud  tunc,  the  circum- 
Maaca*  attending  which  arc  now  going  to  be  related, 

Tba  Al'nron  magician  had  a  younger  brother  who  w^u  not  indertor  to  Un  ttt 
Ub  knowledge  of  magic,  and  it  may  bs  sakl  that  he  ntipaatcd  him  in  wirkcd  in- 
itaikas  and  dbbolioit  machjaationit  Aa  they  dkl  not  alwayi  live  together,  nor 
«vin  in  the  same  city,  one  somarinMa  balac  at  iha  eaucm  citrcmity,  h  hde  the 
odMr  timvened  in  the  moit  western  pan  of  owwadd.  they  did  not  fad  once  every 
yanr  lo  inform  thcmadvca,  by  maana  of  dMr  kaantoilK*  of  gaonancy,  ta  vfaat 
nan  of  iba  world  the  otbcr  was,  bow  ha  «u  coiB(  oo,  and  wfaadur  aidMnmied 
uka  aaiiicanca  of  tba  other. 

Soma  ibne  after  the  Aftican  ma|dcian  had  CiOed  In  bis  atieiBpc  agriBM 
Aladi&n,  bis  younger  brother,  who  had  not  nceived  any  buelllfenoa  of  lain  far 
a  fcar,  and  who  was  not  in  Africa,  wished  u  know  when  ba  waa,  abeihai  be 
«aa  welt,  and  what  he  was  about,    loio  whatever  place  ha  travaUad  ha 


wu  no  longer  ahve.  thai  he  had  baca  nntatiiMd,  and  thai  Ua  doath  was  aaddea. 
Oa  scarchui  l»e  found  that  Uda  look  placa  in  a  capital  situated  In  a 

fardcuUr  !■.>  1  .  i.  and  that  he  by  when  hie  bad  bacn  poMoacd  wu  a  maa 

•of  kvw  bbtn,  but  Ma»  tnamad  to  a  princeaa,  the  daughter  of  the  suttan. 

When  iba  magidan  wai  appciaaa  of  the  aadandbdy  hsm  of  his  brother,  ha  did 
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not  waste  his  time  in  uscleni  regrets,  which  could  nnt  ngain  rr  -  'o  fifc, 

b(it  he  took  the  insuint  resolution  to  revenge  hia  dcith-     He  [i<  -  bant 

and  directly  began  his  joumey  towards  China.  He  Imitrseii  pUini.  rivai, 
naountains,  and  deserts,  and  after  a  long  journey,  arcompanird  hy  Bitmni  ti^ 
credible  fiiiigue  and  difticulty.  he  at  length  reached  Chin.^  >  Umn  tiKK 

ariortv.ird$  arrived  .it  thnt  cnpitaJ  which  his  experiment  in  ;.  lad  poiMCii 

out.  Certain  of  nftt  iKing  de<:eived,  nor  uf  tuning  misUKcr.  i<rirr  idngdOM  fiv 
another,  he  arrived  in  ihii*  capiiaJ  and  took  up  his  abiKic  there 

The  very  next  mornins  the  magician  walked  out.  not  s/>  '■■■■  '■  *  ^r  'he  puipo* 
of  seeing  the  beauties  of  the  place,  which  did  nut  at  all   i  as  mtk  dv 

intention  of  commencing  his  measures,  in  order  to  put  his  ,.. ^  design  mftn 

cxccutiun.  He  introduced  himself  into  t)ie  mo^sl  frequented  pbccs,  and  mu  fci^ 
attentive  to  the  conversation  that  passed.  At  a  place  where  many  people  tftat 
tlieir  time  in  pl-iying  a  variety  of  games,  and  where,  while  ^ome  are  fiaydi^ 
others  entertain  ihemsetveK  with  the  news  of  the  day,  nr  with  ulkin]*  over  fbar 
own  private  alTairs,  he  obsen.'ed  that  they  spoke  mach  of  and  highly  pcaiied  tk> 
vinnca  and  pict>-  of  a  woman  called  Fatima,  who  led  a  retired  life,  itad  even  of 
the  miracles  ihc  performed.  As  he  thouf^hi  that  this  woman  might  perhapi  be 
in  some  way  uscftd  in  the  business  he  v.x&  about,  be  took  otK  of  the  ptnotti 
nside,  nnd  begged  him  to  give  him  a  more  particular  occotmt  of  this  holy  wontt. 
and  wh.it  sort  of  miracles  she  performed. 

'•  What !"  exclaimed  this  man,  "  have  you  never  seen  or  e%  ■      '  f  bttf 

She  is  the  admiration  of  the  whole  city,  by  her  fasting  and  au  md  bf 

the  good  example  she  sets.     F.xcept  on  Mondays  and  Frida)-s.  l«n« 

her  hermilnge,  but  on  these  days  ^c  comes  into  the  city,  anrl  an  in- 

finite deal  of  good,  for  there  is  no  one  who  is  afflictwl  with  a  [* 
whom  she  docs  not  cure  by  laying  her  hands  upon  iticin." 

The  magician  did  not  w.tnt  to  know  more  on  this  subject ;  he  only  inqwired 
the  same  person  in  what  quarter  of  the  city  the  hermitage  of  this  holy 
was.     He  informed  him;  upon  which,  after  tirst  formmi-  fh-r  hiprrible 
about  to  be  mentioned. and  that  he  might  be  the  more  su-'  'jcm. 

served  all  her  conduct  on  the  very  first  day  she  went  out  .•  <ntfairy._ 

did  not  lose  sight  of  her  the  whole  day,  till  she  relumod  m  the  evcmng  toter 
cell  When  he  had  accurately  remarked  the  spot,  he  returned  to  one  of  Ae>r 
places  where,  as  has  been  said,  a  certain  w:irm  liquor  is  (irep^ired  and  sold,  aad 
where,  if  \-ou  choose,  you  may  pass  the  night,  particularly  dunng  the  hot  weilim^ 
when  the  inhabitants  of  China  prefer  slet^ing  upon  n  mat  rather  than  a  bed. 

The  magician,  having  tirst  paid  the  o»vner  for  what  he  had.  which  did  M& 
amoimt  to  much,  went  out  about  midnight  and  took  t'  -  lienrataceof 

Katima,  the  holy  woman,  the  name  by  which  she  w  ihnMWMil 

the  city.  He  had  no  difficulty  in  opening  the  door.  .»■>  n  ".i-.  um^  >-itcened  bjr  • 
latch.  As  soon  as  be  had  entered  he  shut  it  again,  without  making  any  none 
He  perceived  Katima,  by  the  light  of  the  moon,  lying,  almost  in  the  open  am, 
upon  a  coucit,  with  a  ragged  mat,  close  to  the  side  of  Iier  cell  He  Appnacbed. 
and  after  taking  out  a  poniard  be  had  by  his  side,  he  awoke  her. 

On  opening:  her  eyes,  pour  Fatima  w.-u  very  much  astonished  at  seeing  a  naa 
on  the  point  of  t>Iunging  a  poniard  into  her.  Holding  the  point  of  the  dagga 
against  her  breast,  ready  in  an  instant  to  plunge  it  into  her  heart.  "  If  voa  <XJ 
out."  said  he,  **  or  make  the  li^ast  noise,  I  will  murder  you.  Get  up  am)  tio  «biK 
1  bid  )-ou."  Fatima,  who  alwa>'s  slept  in  her  clothes,  got  up,  trembbii)*  wiA 
fear.  "  Fear  nothing,"  said  the  magicun  ;  "  I  only  want  your  habit.  I!«iv«  u  an 
and  uke  mine." 

When  this  was  done,  and  the  magician  wus  dressed  in  Fstimn's  rlmhr«,  he 
to  her,  "  Paint  my  face  like  yours,  so  that  I  shall  resemble  vo  i 
u^i^  not  come  o&      ^^  '^'^  a-^Kt  rV\-*t  ^\\^  f^iii  tah^mi.iA,!  i.^  ..i^*^» 


r  teber      ! 


As  he  saw  that  she  still  trembled,  he  jddoJ 
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her  counjtc  and  that  she  might  do  what  he  wanted  of  her  th«  bmer,  *'  Fear 
nothing.  I  tcU  yuu  again  :  I  swear,  in  the  n.inic  of  Gud,  that  1  wilt  spare  your  Ufc" 
Fteunatlum  camcu  him  into  the  interior  of  her  cell,  lighird  h«r  laa^i.aiid  tRktos 
A MnriB  Squid  in  a  \»%m\,  and  .1  pennl,  Khc  rubbed  it  over  hisfaottMrnred  him 
ttWDold  not  change,And  that  there  ^~m  no  didiercncc  in  colour  between  hen  and 
hU.  She  then  pat  upon  htm  her  own  head-dress,  wiUi  a  veil,  and  Uic  instructed 
hlin  bow  ihe  concealed  her  face  witli  it  in  waUdag  ihrouyhthe  cit>-.  She  finuhcd 
b>  hangtafalarto  oeckhce,  or  chaplct.  round  hU  necikt  which  came  down  nearly 
to  1U»  vaiat ;  tha  ihen  put  the  fttick  »be  wa»  accuftomd  lo  walk  with  into  hit 
' ,  and  gtving  him  a  minor, '  Look/  said  ^c,  **  and  jroa  will  find  thai  jma 
ponibty  r««emble  me  more.''  The  magician  fooitd  evervthiag  ••  he 
;  tMit  he  did  not  keep  the  i^th  he  h.-id  -u>  wilRmnly  taken  in  ^er  pmence. 
Bat  that  nu  one  might  see  tne  blood  which  wouUl  (all  if  he  stabtied  her  irith  him 
■eniani,  he  icnaclwl  her ;  and  when  he  found  that  »be  was  dead,  he  drew  tJw 
Dody  trjr  ih«  ftwf  to  the  ciMcm  of  the  hermitage,  and  thmr  it  in. 

Tne  nuKtcian,  thu!  disi^iiKd  like  the  hulv  womaiv  paaaed  the  remainder  of 
ihenight  in  the  hermitage,  after  haMn;;  dcldou  it  byiodeteitableamurder.  Very 
aarir  the  noct  mominj;.  ahbuugh  it  was  not  the  usual  day  for  t'ati     '  ear- 

in  the  city,  be  did  nut  licsititc  lo  ffi  otlt,  because  he  was  \t :  •  jrC 

wmild  AAk  hiiu  about  it,  ot  if  they  did,  he  might  auii>  aii^Hcr  the 
Aa  the  lini  thine  be  did  on  hi«  arrival  in  the  city  had  bom  to  go  aad 
the  palare  of  Aladdin,  and  at  it  was  there  that  he  meant  to  put  hisacheme 
iaiD  aucution,  he  took  the  road  towards  iL 

Aa  aoon  at  the  people  law  the  holy  wocnan,  oi  every  one  ttnagincd  him  tti  ba. 
Che  nacidftn  was  MUTOonded  by  a  neat  crowd  of  pcoplBi  Soow  tcccenincndcd 
the—ill  II  to  hta  pnyen.  othen  kuaed  hia  band ;  otben,  stiD  more  rcapcctfel. 
Maaed  the  bam  of  nb  robe:  wfaik  othcn,  cither  became  they  had  the  beadacbe, 
orwiahad  to  be  pujaiiid  from  it,  bent  down  \^x«r  h'lm.  that  be  m^t  lay  hb 
head  opoo  them  ;  he  did  tOi»  Battering  at  ih<  v  words  hke  «  ion 

ofpnycr.     In  shon.be  ao  well  inutated  the  ii  a  every  one  waa  de- 

oehied,  and  touk  him  for  her.  After  stopping  verr  uden  to  antia^  tboie  aect  of 
people,  who,  in  iaxx,  leccivc  neither  good  nor  tunn  fram  ihit  impomioa  of  handa. 
he  ai  but  anived  in  the  square  beM  Aladdin'*  pekoe,  where,  aa  the  crowd  i»- 
cnaaed.tbediActtltyandjireaatoge(oeerUinwaailtoci«aier.  Tbettrangeai 
ead  Boei  leiliiiia  beet  on  Ibe  crowd  to  get  a  place  for  themaelvca.  and  heooe 
qoerrda  arote,  Ihe  noite  of  which  reached  the  car*  of  ilie  I'rincaee 
]our,  who  n  '  'n  the  aaloon  arlih  tweniy-fbor  window*, 

prtnccu  demam!'  <>e  occaakw  of  thenotK  was,  and  as  no  person 

btfonn  her,  she  orUcieu  wine  one  to  so  end  aee,and  hnng  her  an  accmnM. 
One  of  her  women,  wtahont  laving  sbe  Bbeia,  looked  thraogfi  the  bttke^aad 
iheacaKMaad  lold  herihat  it  ansae  from  a  crowd  of  people,  who  were  eoUecied 
Ihe  boly  eiaeaii.  to  be  cured  of  a  pain  in  their  bead*,  by  her  laying  her 
— I  apon  then.  , 

te  Dfiaeeu,  who  for  lome  drae  peat  had  heard  every  one  spnk  bi  praiae  of 
holy  woman,  bo!  who  had  nerer  ycc  beheld  her,  fell  a  deure  to  aoe  and  «•• 
with  l»er.     Having  mentioned  lometlitnr  to  ihia  cfiact,  the  rhiei  cd  ibe 
ki,  who  wmi  present,  wtd  that,  d  the  wiChrd  it.  be  waa  tare  he  roold  g« 
her  to  tmem,  and  that  ibe  bad  oAIt  w  «!«•  h'  The  ptinceas  cmwad 

tiiit,4ndheintiantlydtapaidicdn«r«Bmcti  ,  order  la  brief  back  nu 

paicnJiil  old  woman  with  them.  ^^ 

Aaaoon  as  dw  eunuchs  were  gofteoei  of  the  gate  of  AhdJirt  palace,  aadlhn 
pa  observed  le  aiahe  lowmids  the  plan  where  ibo  holy  woman  was,  or  retber 
tBaaKiden  dimetetd  u  eocb.  the  crowd  fa«gaa  to  disperse  :  awl  "babe  waa 

a  more  at  libwty,  and  caw  ilui  tbcy  were  conuag  Uiwarda  him,  he  weet  pan 

ofthawayton»e«tihem.andwichthegiee»erllBekeahaibiiaBiwiha«hie' 
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ning  scheme  was  in  a  prosperons  stale.  One  of  the  eunuchs  addressed  him  inm-m 
these  words  :  "  Holy  woman,  the  priiicesi  wishes  lu  see  you ;  follow  us."  ** TV:— ^ 
princess  honours  me  very  much,"  replied  (he  pretended  Faiima;  ^  1  am  readj-^c 
to  obey  her  commands  :  and  he  then  followed  the  eunuchs,  who  immediaSclir^c 
went  bock  to  the  palace. 

When  Uic  magician,  cloibcd  in  this  sanciiiicd  dress,  but  widi  a  heait  the 
diabolical,  was  inrroduccd  into  the  >.iloon  with  tnx'nty>four  windows,  and  per — 
ceived   the  princess,  he  began  a  prayer,  which  contained  a  Ions'  catalogue  oft> 

exhortation  snd  wishes  for  her  piety,  her  prosperity,  and  liie  accompU&hntcnt  v^ 

e:%'crything  she  could  desire.  He  then  displayed  all  his  hypocritical  and  dcccitfoL^Lv! 
rhetoric,  in  order  to  insinuate  himself,  under  the  cloak  of  great  piety,  into  ll»c  [.iiinr^  m  ' 
opinion  of  the  princess.    And  in  this  it  was  so  much  the  easier  for  hi  ,rd  , 

as  the  princess,  who  was  naturally  of  the  best  disposilion,  was  (•■.  liar 

all  the  world  were  at  least  as  good  as  herself,  parucularly  ali  those  viuu  pi  i> 
to  serve  God  in  a  retired  hfe. 

When  the  fiise  Katima  hnd  finished  her  lon^  harangue,  "  My  good  mother,' 
replied  the  pnnccss,  "  1  am  much  obliged  to  you  fur  your  kind  prayers :  t  ha« 
the  greatcs-t  confidence  in  them,  and  tnibt  God  will  he.ir  them.    Approach  and 
down  near  roe."    The  pretended  Faiima  siil  down  with  the  greatest  aopeara; 
of  modesty  ;  when  the  princess,  continuing  her  S[>eech,  said*  "  My  good  idoc 
I  have  a  request  to  make  to  you.  which  you  must  not  refuse  me,  and  (hat  is, 
yoD  come  and  live  with  me,  that  1  may  have  you  constanUy  to  converse  with, 
may  learn  hrom  your  advice,  and  the  good  example  you  set  me,  how  1  tmAi 
love  Gotl." 

^Princess,"  replied  the  false  Tadma.  "  I  entreat  you  not  lo  require  m^ 
pltance  in  a  thing  to  which  I  cannot  agree  without  breaking  in  upon  my  pray 
and  devotions."   "  Do  not  let  that  give  you  any  pain,* resumed  the  pnncess : 
have  many  apartments  which  arc  not  occupied,  and  you  shall  choose  that 
you  Uke  best ;  and  you  shall  have  the  power  of  attending  to  your  dcvotMia  «i 
as  much  liberty  there  as  if  you  wxre  in  your  own  bermiuge." 

The  magician,  who  had  no  other  view  but  to  introduce  himself  into  AladdijiK-«i^ 
palace,  where  it  would  be  much  easier  for  him  to  execute  the  wicked  design 
TTieditated,  by  thus  remaining  under  the  auspices  and  protecuon  oi  the  piincc 
than  if  he  were  obliged  to  go  backwards  and  furwaros  from  the  palace  to  a^r-tkr 
hermitaee,  did  not  m.ikc  much  difficulty  in  acceding  to  the  obU^ng  oflcr      —  tt 
Badroulboudour.   "  Trinccss,"  he  replied, "  whatever  resolution  a  poor  and  n 
rablc  woman  like  myself  may  have  made,  to  renounce  the  world,  iu  pomps 
vanities,  I  ne%'crt)iclcss  dare  not  resist  either  the  wish  or  the  commandof  to  pi 
and  charitable  a  princess." 

Upon  this  answer,  the  princess  herself  got  up,  and  !i.iid  to  the  magician.     _  _ 
and  come  with  me,  that  1  may  show  you  all  the  apartments  that  are  iiiiiiLmjji  ^il7 
you  may  then  make  your  choice."    He  followed  the  princess  through  all  the  J 
mcnts  she  showed  him,  which  were  very  yood.  .ina  handsomely  fumishcA 
chose  the  one  which  appeared  to  be  the  least  so.  saying  at  the  same  lime  l 
was  much  too  good  for  him,  and  thai  he  only  made  choice  of  it  to  ohhicc  _ 

The  pnnccss  wished  to  take  this  impostor  back  wilh  her  to  the  saJosn 
twenty-four  windows,  and  dine  with  her  ;  but  ns  it  was  necessary  in  Uw  a 
eating  to  uncover  his  face,  which  he  had  hitherto  kept  concealed  by  the  veil, 
as  he  was  afraid  she  might  not  then  suppose  him  to  be  Fatima,  the  holy  wg«- 
he  begged  her  so  earnestly  to  excuse  hirn,  sajing  that  he  never  ate  aaytbia^  *« 
bread  and  dried  fruits,  and  lo  permit  him  lo  take  his  tnfling  mnl  fai  hit  •« 
apajtmcnt,  that  she  readily  complied  with  his  wishes.    "  My  good  nwchtf,"  * 
said,  "  you  are  quite  at  hbcnv  ;  do  as  vf.ni  would  in  the  hermita^    1  will  o*dw 
them  to  carry  you  in  some  food  ;  but  remember  that  I  shall  expect  ywi  >x  «■ 
as  you  have  finished  your  repast." 


He 
t 
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Tte  princo*  then  dined,  and  the  fal«c  FniitnA  -■ to  rttxim  to  her  at 

u  the  was  informed  by  a  cimuch,  wham  »hr  ■  ^a\a3'mt  her  wbra 

■be  aroae  from  uUe.  "  My  siood  tnuiher ,"  utd  Uic  punoni,  "  I  am  HeliKhted 
« tnjofiag  the  ledety  of  nich  a  bdv  wtmun  as  vou  are  :  you  wUi.  b}-  ymir  pre- 
•cnce,  tiring  down  bleuin>;i  upon  tne  whole  palarc.  Aim  now  1  mention  tbb 
palacT,  pray  tetl  me  hnw  vou  like  ii  ^  But  before  I  ithow  jrou  every  puticidar 
pan,  cell  me  how  you  IiV.  'oon." 

Ai  ihU  toqtdry  the  pi<  tmut.  who,  in  order  to  act  her  part  viih  more 

upeanttoe  of  innh,h4iu  im  »<>»  tbcpt  her  head  ca&t  d<iwn  unraitls  tlie  Kroood, 
wtnKiin  ercr  turning  it  to  bx>k  on  either  «k)e,  ai  icngih  niicd  it,  and  looked  at 
ewiytlrinjt  inthe  w:i^'"  fr.-.'Ti  oncend  to»t— '"t'-r:  nnd  when  ilie  had  thoroughly 


-1  n  truly  be^iutiful,  and  wnntn' 

ulu,  Ln  iw»  nolhmi;  of  what  n 

^wantlnu.'  "What 

'Treat  you  to  icQ  me. 

ihai  nothing  wai  wanttnn ;  hn 


CMUmned  it,  she  •■  <i,  prinre^- 

OfadflftlraUun.     Kl^  j,  a  rrcluw 

»>CllOP*d  beautifu)  by  the  viii>rlit  >n  gr:nr- 
H  dMl»  my  so(m1  mother?"  iniiMtr^l  1'. 
formy  part*  I  thou|;h(f  and  'i 
wfaaxever  may  be  dr-finrnr  I 

* pBxkin  me  thr  -■^Mrnblln]; m.ijtici3n  :  "ray 

OBinfam,  if  it  can  K-  .  foc  were  luipcnded  frran 

£M  centre  of  the  dome,  m  ciiiul  in  either  ot  the  foBr 

quncnof  LhcKlobe,  ir..'-.  >mnderor  the « bole untimc.* 

■My  good  raoihcr,"mi;mt»l  iiic  ^n.  ai  kindofabtrd  is  i  roc,  and 

wtarecould  tbecKZof  onchefoandi''*  wmwwtd  the  fcijc"*^  ^alima, 

**A»  roc  h  a  Urdof  prodieious  ftie,  whici  mtubiu  the  miRaiil  of  Mn«M  Cjm* 
Gsm ;  and  the  archiiea  who  di^ui.'ned  vcxtr  pabee  ou  pracure  yoo  ooct' 

Aftarharinf  thanked  the  prrtcn'   '  '  ^    ^(TMnd  faifcniMthiii  udmrf 

advicv,  at  leut,  u  the  tboa^ht  it.  : vdrouIboadMr  roMtnuod  th« 

comortaUon  upon  t-^r—  -•'-r-  k--  —  f-!^ns  fami  thtcgv 

of  die  rue,  and  of  V  .  wlwn  ne  racnmed 

ban  btnttiac.    Ht ._...:  the  nufidm,  who 


d«r 


was  well  aw.ire  of  this  circumstAnce,  winhed  to  take  every  advantage  of  hi 
absence-    ALiddin  returned  on  the  snmc  evcnin;^,  at  a  iimc  when  the  £ilae  Fa 
had  taken  Icive  of  ihc  princess,  and  had  retired  to  the  apartment  allotted  to  I 
As  &oon  29  he  entered  the  p;ilacc,  he  went  to  the  apartment  of  the  prinoeiav ' 
which  she  had  already  retired.     He  saluted  and  embraced  her  ;  but  the 
lo  htm  to  receive  liim  with  rather  less  aiTection  than  usual    **I  do  not  And 
my  princess,"  said  he,  "  in  your  usual  good  spirits.    Has  anything  happened 
UiK  my  absence  thai  has  displeased  or  vexed  you?    Do  not,  in  the  name  of  < 
conc^  it  from  me,  for  there  is  nothing  in  my  ponrer  that  I  will  not  do  to  eodea. 
vour  to  dispel  it."    It  is  a  mere  infic,"  replied  the  princess ;  "  and  it  really  _ 
me  so  little  anxict)',  that  I  did  not  !>uppo<>e  it  would  be  .so  apparent  in  my 
and  manner,  that  you  could  have  perceived  It     But  since  you  have  ot 
some  alteration  in  me,  which  I  by  no  means  intended,  I  will  not  conceal  the 
inconstdcrabte  as  it  is. 

•*!  thouuhi,  as  well  as  you  did,"  the  princess  went  on,**  that  our  palace  wu 
most  superb,  liie  most  beautiful,  and  the  most  rompleiely  ornamented  of  any  ia  i 
whole  world.     1  will  lell  you,  however,  what  has  come  mio  my  head,  after  ba« 
thoroughly  examined  the  saloon  with  iwcniy-four  unndon's.     Uo  not  vau 
with  me,  that  if  the  c^'  of  a  roc  was  suspended  from  the  centre  of  the 
we  should  have  nothing  lo  wish  for?"    "It  is  cnouRh,  princess."  rcfrfied  Aladdtr 
"  that  you  think  the  want  of  a  roc's  egg  is  a  defect.    You  shall  hnd  bv  the  dUi^cm- 
wiih  which  1  am  going  to  repair  it  that  there  is  nothing  I  will  not  do  Uiroogfa : 
love  for  you.'* 

Aladdin  instintly  left  the  princess,  and  went  up  to  the  saloon  with  twenty-^ 
windows  ;    and  then  taking  the  lamp,  which  he  now  alu-ays  carried  aboot  i 
him,  unce  the  danger  he  had  expcnenced  from  the  neglect  of  thai  precan 
out  of  his  bosom,  he  rubbed  it.     The  genius  immediateTv  appeared  before 
"  Genius,"  said  Aladddin,  "  there  wants  to  be  the  e^g  of  a  roc  suspended 
the  centre  of  this  dame  in  order  to  make  it  perfect ;  T  command  you,  in  tlie  i 
of  the  lamp  which  1  hold,  to  get  this  defect  rectitied." 

Aladdin  had  scarcely  pronounced  these  words  before  the  genius  ullered 
loud  and  dreadful  a  scream,  that  the  vcr>-  room  shook,  and  ALoddin  trembled 
violently  he  was  ready  to  fall.   "  What,  wretch  '.  "  exclaimed  the  genius,  m  a  i 
that  would  have  made  the  most  counigcoua  man  tremble, "  is  it  not  ena<t;Kh 
1  and  my  companions  have  done  everything  thou  ha^t  chosen  to  command, ' 
that  thou  rcpavcst  our  scr\'ices  by  an  ingratitude  that  is  unequalled,  and 
mandest  me  to  bring  thee  my  master,  and  hane  him  u^  in  the  midst  of  tha  va 
dome?     Thou  art  deserving,  for  this  crime. of  being  instantly  torn  to  atofns,j 
thy  wife  and  palace  with  thee.     Itut  thou  an  fortunate  that  the  ref^uest  did 
originate  with  thee,  and  that  the  command  is  not  in  any  way  thine.     Luim 
is  the  true  author.     It  is  no  other  than  the  brother  of  thy  enemy,  the 
magician,  whom  thou  hast  destroyed  as  he  dcsen-cd.     He  is  in  thy  ptlwrf,  i 
guised  under  the  appearance  of  Falima,  the  holy  woman,  whom  he  has  rai 
and  it  is  he  who  has  suggested  the  idea  to  thy  u-ifc,  to  make  the  hovriblc 
destructi%x  request  thou  hast  done.      His  design  is  to  kill  thoc ;  tberefore 
care  of  thyselC"     As  the  genius  said  this  he  vanished,  ^__^ 

Aladdin  lost  not  a  syllable  of  the  last  words  the  genius  spoke.  He  had  bef-  '^^ 
heard  of  the  holy  woman  Fatim.i,  and  was  not  ignorant  of  the  mi 
she  could  cure  a  f>ain  in  the  he.td,at  Icist,.!?  they  pretended.  H< 
to  the  apartment  of  the  princess,  but  did  not  mention  what  h.'id  ha: 
He  sat  down,  and  complained  ofaviulcnt  pain  that  had  huddcnly  ^' 
and  at  the  same  time  he  held  his  hand  up  to  his  forehead.  The  pnnrcs^  oin 
ordered  them  to  call  the  holy  woman,  and  while  tliey  were  gone,  she  relaie^V  ^ 
Aladdin  the  manner  in  which  she  had  induced  her  to  come  to  the  palace^  w^»i«T 
she  had  given  her  an  apartment. 


TXr  iiU$»ry  iffAiadA'm,  w  tJU  W^mietftU  Lamp. 


rThtt  pratCHlcO  Fatinia  cnme ;  and  as  mmh  ai  she  entered.  Aiaddm  laid  tu  her, 
n  wy  hA)itiy,  my  gi.>ud  nioilicr,  to  vec  yiai^  Afid  it  it  fcr  my  admntaKe  tu 
jrovlcrejuu  now.    I  Am  tomtentnl  wiiha  viotcot  hcftd  '  ii  hu  nuc 

_    _  aaadted  me.     I  request  yotir  ^sM^unre  ;  and  from  th<.  ;  jilacc  va 

^foatfooA  prayer*,  I  lu>|je  yoti  will  nui  refuse  me  that  Cavour  whi<.li  ygu  grant  to 
an  wna  are  thu»  alDicied."  Wtien  he  had  uid  thit,  he  bent  hit  head  forward, 
aad  ibe  Iklto  Kattma  «1m  »dvaBced<  puttmt;  at  the  taine  uirte  her  hand  upon  a 
paabrd  which  wuconcstled  m  her  girdle  under  her  robe.  Aladdin,  wlio  w^ttched 
what  she  did,  leiied  her  hand  before  she  could  draw  it,  and  ptexctng  be*  i»  the 
bean  vitii  her  own  weapon,  he  threw  her  dead  uptm  the  floor. 

"What  Have  you  doT>c,  my  dear  husband?"  exclaimed  the  princew,  in  the 
giratat  surprise;  "you  luve  lulled  the  holy  woman ! '  "  No,  no,  my  princes*," 
answered  Abddin,  wiiliout  the  least  emotion, "  1  have  not  lulled  Fatima,  but  a 
yflMtt  who  waa  f oinu  to  asMtrinf  me  tf  I  omI  not  prevented  lum.  It  is  this 
wrMcfe  whoai  you  behold,"  added  h«,  fthowlnir  his  I'.icc.  "who  Ii.^  sumi-lcd 
Faltota,  whom  you  thou);ht  I  had  de^r  !   therefore  rct>ii  ^t^ho 

Im  dtiiruiM*d  himself  in  her  clothes  in  <  .    irder  mc   And  <.  vim 

suB  ftnthtr,  I  must  inform  )-ou  tliat  he  is  tho  brather  of  the  Airican  m^gici^n  whu 
«arriad  yoy  oft"  Aladdin  then  related  tu  her  m  what  manner  be  had  Icantt  tbcM 
paiticahr*,  and  ha  then  ordered  tho  body  lo  be  removed. 

It  waa  ia  thta  nunncr  that  AUddin  was  delivered  from  the  penccution  of  tho 
fwo  magicinns.  A  few  yean  after,  the  sultan  bcm/  now  ^ery  old.  died.  As  he 
left  a«i  male  itsue,  the  Prineeat  BaonMilboudour,  as  his  legitimate  hetr,  succeeded 
wdtt  throne,  and  of  course  traiuferred  the  supreme  power  to  Aladdin,  They 
nifiMd  togeiber  many  yean,  and  he  te<t  an  Uluatnotts  and  BBBorous  posterltjr. 

"*  Sire,"  said  the  Sultan  Scbehamadi,  as  soon  as  she  bad  finished  the  accouat 
<j(  the  advmnires  arising  from  the  wonderful  lamp,  "  your  majesty  hai^  without 
doubt,  remarked  in  the  chamcter  of  the  Afncon  masician  that  of  a  man  ^ivcn  up 
lo  the  mordinaie  pLisum  of  acqutnnK  wealth  by  the  most  unjustibaUc  methods ; 
aid  ahhouch  by  these  metboda  he  dtscorered  the  greatest  pmnrioD.  he  was  doc 
sisftwd  to  en)oy  it,  because  he  was  unworthy.  In  Aladdin,  on  the  outrary,  jrav 
MW  a  man  who,  from  the  lowcat  adKiti,  rose  to  a  thmoe:,  by  makhiff  iise  at  the 
same  treasores  which  rcaittly  presented  tbenndTes,  only  because  he  t.caichrd  for 
them  in  pmportioa  as  thc^  were  necessary  for  him  to  atuin  the  i  'led. 

In  the  sultan  you  must  have  observed  that  even  a  good.  just,  and  c<jui  irch 

nMM  the  risk  id  being  dethroned,  when  by  an  act  of  injustice,  and  comtMy  to 
ceary  rale  of  eqetty,  he  dares  whh  an  immasonablc  celenty  to  ooodemn  an  lon"- 
ceac  man  withiiut  wiihine  to  bear  hi*  defence.  Your  majesty,  too,  must  foel  a 
faocrar  at  the  crime*  of  the  two  mfamous  magicians,  one  ul  whom  sacnhccd  fats 
Ufe  far  the  sake  of  possessinfftnaBiiBa,  and  the  other  both  his  IiIb  and  reiigion, 
(or  the  Hke  of  avenging  a  'raUa  aqoal  to  himself,  amt  tike  him,  reodved  the 
I  dee  to  his  crimes,* 

jSalmnof  the  Indies  gave  eridem  proofs  to  Schebcnuad^  that  hewasvmy 
pleaaed  with  the  peoaigica  that  rft -■"*''-'  from  the  wonderful  lamp,  ana 
that  theothersiiwiet  she  bed  «adi  mart  m  afSorded  him  great  daussre. 

la  fact,  they  were  ahnys  dhwifaw,  and ^..a  also  witfaagoed  roocaC   li  w*a 

wy  evidem  iltac  the  sohana  nia£  ifana  aiwoeed  each  other  so  sktUullf ,  thai  he 
waa  DM  sorry  to  bo  able  by  theae  taeans  lo  hold  in  suspense  the  executiao  of  the 
oath  he  had  «i  solonnly  taken,  to  hare  a  wifa  but  for  une  mcbt.  in^l  the  oen 
mcealng  to  order  her  death.  He  now  only  thmght  whether  he  could  not  in  the 
c«d  abMhttdy  ea^nst  the  sohana't  store: 

With  thta  tttentMO,  after  hsutag  the  conclusion  nf  fhr  hf^i^rr  nf  ALitttfin  and 
the  IMac«saDa(lrottlboado«r,srUa%ras  very  diOci'^  -ard. 

he cs«a got  the san of  Dinarsadt, and  IWMdf  u  rigtf 

ihe  had  got  to  the  end  at  her  tale«. 


"To  the  end  or  my  tales,  sire ! "  replied  Schehenixad^,  smilii^  st  this  qnecdon, 
"  1  ajn  an  immense  distance  fiom  that :  the  number  of  thcui  is  so  STCil  that  it 
wt^uld  be  almost  impossible  lo  give  your  majesty  a  list  of  them,  but  what  I  tor, 
sire,  is,  that  your  majesty  will  at  last  grow  tired,  and  not  wish  to  hear  mc.  much 
sooner  than  I  shall  want  materials  to  go  on  with."  *'  Do  not  be  afraid  of  tlut.' 
replied  Scluhriar;  "  l«it  let  mc  hear  what  you  have  next  to  relate." 

The  suhana,  encouraged  by  this  speech,  began  immediately  a  new  story  in  these 
terms.  "1  have  often,  sire,"  said  she,  "cntertauted  your  majesty  vnth  some 
adventures  of  the  famous  Cahph  Haroun  Alraschid ;  but  there  ixc  also  a  piat 
manyutlicrs  besides  those,  and  I  will  now  relate  one  that  it  is  not  less  wcrtbf  i  ~ 
your  curiosity." 


THE  ADVENTURES  OF  THE  CALIPH  HAROUN  ALRASCHIO. 

OMETIMES,  as  your  majesty  well  knows,  and  nujr  yaantU^M^M 
hai'e  experienced,  wc  are  m  such  extraordinary  uvaspora 
joy,  that  wc  immediately  comraunicite  thut  passion  to 
around  us,  and  at  others,  as  readily  partake  of  their  mudx~* 
Sometimes  also  we  are  so  deeply  atlcacd  with  melancfauly^ 
that  we  become  insupportable  to  ourselves;  and  so  6ir  6uui  ■■'■*^ 
bwng  able  lo  assign  the  cause  of  it  if  we  are  asked^  wc  can-  ^ 
not  even  satisfy  our  own  inquiries. 

The  L-alipli  was  one  day  m  this  state  of  miTKl,  vhen  Giaiar,  his  faithful  andt* 
beloved  grand  vizier,  came  into  his  presence.   This  minister  found  him  alone, 
thing  which  seldom  happened  to  him  ;  and  as  he  perceived  upun  advancing 
he  was  in  a  gloomy  mood,  and  thai  he  did  not  «o  much  as  lift  up  his  eyes  to 
at  him,  he  btupped  till  he  should  deign  to  cast  them  up^nn  hinu    At  length 
caliph  looked  upond  saw  the  nzier,  but  as  quickly  tumMl  nway.and  renumed  i 
the  same  fixed  posture  as  before. 

As  the  grand  vizier  saw  nothing  in  the  caliph's  countenance  which  ind 
any  displeasure  towards  himself,  he  thus  addressed  him  :  '*  Comnunder  of 

Faithful,  will  vour  majesty  permit  mc  lo  ask  the  cause  of  ihat  dejection  von 

co^xr,  and  with  which  il  appears  lo  me  you  are  in  general  so  tittle  afiected?"  **  1 
is  true,  vizier."  answered  tlie  caliph,  changing  his  posture, "  1  am  seldom 
to  be  affected  in  this  manner,  .nnd  hut  for  you  I  should  not  have  been 
the  disposition  in  which  you  find  mc,  and  in  which  I  have  no  longer  any 
to  remain.     If  nothing  new  has  happened  to  ocr.Tsion  your  commg  to  m^ 
will  give  me  pleasure  m  (indmg  something  that  will  tend  to  dissipate  il"  ** 
mander  of  the  Faithful."  replied  the  grand  vizier,  "my  duty  alone  has  led 
hither,  and  1  take  the  liberty  of  bringing  to  your  majesty^s  recoUoctJan  die 
Uon  you  have  laid  yourself  under  of  witnessing  in  person  that  excellent 

police  which  you  are  desirous  should  be  obstfvcd  in  your  capital  and  its 

Dourhood.    This  is  the  day  your  m.\iesty  h.is  fixed  for  troubling  yourself  whfa 
business,  and  no  circumstance  bcltcnhan  that  which  now  preseots Itself 
the  cloud  whirh  ovcrctsis  your  accustomed  cheerfulness. '     "  I  ha<l  forgotten 
replied  the  caliph,  "and  you  do  well  to  remind  me.     Go,  then,  and  change 
dress,  and  I  wiU  do  the  saine."* 

Each  of  them  assumed  the  habit  of  a  foreign  merchant,  and  In  tlus 

they  went  unattended  through  a  private  door  of  the  pi'  "^ '-'    ■  hich 

into  the  cnuntry.    They  look  a  turn  on  the  outside  of  '^j  the 

of  the  river,  at  some  di«Uncr  from  the  gale,  wtiho>i;  .,  ..>..  iSfw^palmir— 

They  passed  the  river  in  the  hrsi  bo;u  they  found,  and  when  they  bad  compkic- 
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lU  of  the  other  part  of  tlie  town  opposite  to  that  which  they  had  first  visited> 
^med  by  way  of  the  bridge  which  forms  the  conimunicaiion. 
•y  passed  this  bridge,  at  the  foot  of  which  they  met  with  an  old  blind  man, 
was  be|£ii^.  The  caliph  turned  round  and  dropped  3  piece  of  gold  into 
And.  The  blind  man  instantly  laid  hold  of  his  hand  and  stopped  him. 
uitablc  person,"  said  he,  "  whoe\'cr  you  are,  whom  God  has  inspireid  to  give 
Ims.  do  Dot,  1  beseech  you,  refuse  me  a  further  favour,  but  give  mc  a  blow 
In  head.     I  deserve  this,  and  even  a  still  greater  punishincnL'*    Upon 


N. 


I 


:^-^-- 


V  this 
Phitn 


TMB  RLINO  HAV. 


this  he  auitted  the  caliph's  hand,  that  ho  mi^ht  have  the  power  of 
hitn  the  blow,  but  seized  his  garment,  for  fear  he  should  pass  on  without 

[SO. 

le  caliph,  surprised  at  the  reouest  and  behaviour  of  the  blind  man,  answered, 
■  good  fellow,  I  cannot  comply  %rith  your  request :  I  shall  certainly  take  care 
p  destrov  the  \'aluc  of  my  gift  by  the  ill  treatment  you  require  at  my  bands." 
lying  tins  he  cndcavourwi  to  escape  frtim  him. 

blind  m.tn,  who  was  apprehensive  of  the  imttillingncss  of  his  benefactor, 
frrquem  experience  ne  had  on  similar  occasions,  made  a  still  stronger 
hold  hmi  fast.    "Sir,"  said  he,  "pardon  my  boldness  and  my  impor- 


tunity.  Ciie  me,  I  entreat  you,  the  blow,  or  take  back  your  alms.  I  can  acceftt 
it  upon  no  oilier  condition,  without  breaking  a  solemn  oslh  which  I  have  taken 
before  God  ;  and  if  vou  were  acquainted  with  the  reason  for  it,  you  would  at  once 
agree  with  mc  that  the  punishment  is  very  inconsiderable" 

The  caliph,  who  was  unwilliny  to  be  any  longer  detained,  yielded  to  the  Uiad 
man's  importunity,  and  gave  him  a  slight  blow.  The  blind  man  iimnecUately 
quitted  hts  hold  with  thanks  and  blessings.  The  caliph  went  on  with  the  i^nuid 
vizier,  but  after  a  few  steps  he  «aid  to  him, ''  Surely  tbe  reason  which  has  induced 
this  blind  man  to  behave  thus  to  all  those  who  b^tow  their  alms  upon  him  mttst 
be  of  some  imponance.  I  should  like  to  be  acquainted  with  il  Ketum,  theie^ 
fore,  and  tell  him  who  I  am,  and  order  him  to  come  to-morrow  without  fail  to 
the  palace,  at  the  time  of  afternoon  prayers,  for  I  wish  to  speak  with  him."  The 
i^and  vizier  went  back  directly,  ga^-e  something  to  tlie  blind  man,  and,  after  be 
had  also  given  him  the  required  olow,  told  him  the  order.  He  ihen  came  back 
and  joined  the  caliph. 

TTiey  rc-eniercd  the  town,  and  passing  through  a  sqoare,  they  found  then  m 
great  number  of  people  looking  at  a  young  well-dressed  man,  mounted  OO  a 
mare,  which  he  pushed  at  fuU  speed  round  the  square,  whipping  it  and  spoiriof 
it  most  unmercifully,  so  that  it  was  covered  with  ioam  and  bloofL  The  ealiplli 
a&tontshed  at  the  cruelty  of  this  youni;  man,  stopped  tu  a&k  if  the  reason 
known  why  he  treated  the  animal  so  ilf,  and  found  that  nobody  knew,  but 
for  some  time  every  day,  at  the  same  hour,  he  was  engaged  m  iliis  ii  * 
exercise. 

They  continued  their  walk,  and  the  caliph  told  the  vizier  to  notice  this 
and  not  to  fail  to  cause  this  young  man  to  come  to  him  to-morrov,  at  ibc' 
hour  which  was  fixed  for  the  blind  man.  _ 

Before  the  caUph  reached  the  palace,  in  a  street  through  which  he  had  not 
passed  for  a  long  time,  he  ob<icrvcd  a  new-built  house,  which  seemed  to  be  tbe 
residence  of  some  great  man  of  the  court.  He  a^ked  the  grand  vtiicr  if  he  cmU 
tcU  to  whom  it  belonged ;  the  Litter  replied  that  he  did  not  know,  but  would  |V 
and  make  ini|uir)'.  He  then  asked  a  neighbour,  who  told  htm  that  this  boint 
belonged  to  Logta  H,assan,  sumamed  Alhabbal,  from  his  trade  of  ropenulcmc 
which  he  had  himself  seen  him  carr>'  on  in  a  stale  of  great  poverty,  and  due, 
without  knowing  in  what  way  he  had  been  so  favoured  by  fortune,  Im  had  ac- 

a  aired  so  much  wealth  as  to  support  in  a  very  honourable  and  splendid  maoacr 
ic  expense  of  the  building. 

The  grand  vizier  rejoined  the  caliph  and  told  him  what  he  had  learrtcd.  **l 
would  MC  this  Cogia  Hassan  Alhabbal,"  said  the  caliph  to  him.  '*  Go,  and  bid 
htm  come  also  to  the  palace  at  tlie  same  hour  with  the  other  twa"  Tike  giaad 
vizier  did  not  fail  tn  execute  the  caliph's  orders. 

Tbe  next  day,  when  afternoon  pmycrs  were  ended,  the  caltpb  tetumed  to  his 
apartment,  and  the  grand  viiier  immediatclv  brought  in  the  three  persoas  abovv 
mcntionc<l  and  presented  them  to  him.  t"hey  all  three  prostrated  thcmwhrq 
before  the  throne  nf  the  caliph,  and  when  they  were  raised,  the  caliph  aslced  die 
blmd  man  his  rumc.  He  answered,  "  I  am  ctlled  Raba  Abdalla."  **  tUdaa  Ab- 
dalla,"  rcsmned  the  caliph,  "  your  manner  of  asking  alms  appeared  >'C4lerday  so 
extraordinary,  that  if  I  had  not  been  inftucnced  by  cenain  ronsidcmtioovX 
should  have  been  ver)-  far  from  humouring  you  as  I  did,  and  I  ■■■ 
put  a  stop  to  your  insulting  the  public  in  that  manner.  J  have  ' 
to  know  from  yourself  what  motive  tan  have  urged  ,  ■  -  '  c  ■>:>  >niy 
as  vou  have,  and  from  what  you  shall  uy  I  shall  ii  '  r  you  hare  done 

lignt,  and  whether  I  ought  to  suffer  you  to  contmi..   ..  —  ^-  hjch  mcoh 

likely  to  be  followed  by  many  ill  consequences.    Tell  me.  :  .ii  #^^|^H. 

whence  this  extnivagam  conceit  arises;  conceal  nothing  u.^,  tor  I 

know  the  whole." 
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Daba  Abdolla,  intimidated  by  this  reproof  prosuaiwl  himself  a  second  tunc 
Wore  the  throne  of  the  caliph ;  and  after  rising,  "  Commander  of  the  Faithftil." 
xaid  he  immediately,  "  I  most  humbly  beg  pardon  of  your  majesty  for  the  bold- 
new  with  which  I  have  dared  to  demand  of  you  and  obhge  you  to  do  a  ihiny 
which  in  truth  seems  very  absurd.  I  confess  my  crime,  bat  as  I  did  not  then 
knov  your  majesty,  1  implore  your  clemency,  and  hope  you  will  consider  my 
ignorance. 

"As  to  your  majesty's  being  pleased  to  look  upon  what  I  did  as  folly,  I  confess 
it  to  be  so,  and  my  behaviour  must  appear  such  in  the  eyes  of  men;  but  in  the 
sight  of  (iod  it  is  but  a  slight  penance  for  an  enormous  crime  of  which  I  have 
been  gtiihy,  and  which  I  should  not  expiate  though  every  man  in  the  world 
should  thus  in  succession  K've  me  a  blow.  Of  this  your  majesty  will  yourself  be 
a  judge,  when,  by  the  recital  of  the  history  which  I  am  entering  upon  in  obe- 
<fience  to  your  commands,  I  shall  have  acquainted  you  with  the  tiaturc  of  my 
hdikoos  crime." 


THE  HISTORY  OF  BABA  ABDALLA,  THE  BLIND  MAN. 


IP  ^HB^  WAS  bom  at  Bagdad,  and  possessed  some  inheritance  firom  my 
r   ^^^^y        father  and  mother,  who  both  died  within  a  few  days  of  each 
UL.     11      -.J'       ciher.    /Although  I  was  but  little  advanced  in  life,  I  did  not,  as 
IffF     J<     -vik  young  men  usually  do,  waste  my  fortune  in  a  short  time  by  idle 
\^    jj^l.,    J.        and  vicious  expenses.    On  the  contrary,  t  was  always  attentive 
^?    '^'  \^      to  incre:isc  it  by  my  industry  with  all  the  care  and  trouble  1 
^*^^^       could  bestow.  At  length  I  became  rich  enough  to  possess  of  my 
iff  own  fourscore  camels,  which  1  let  to  the  caravan  merchants,  ancl 

which  produced  mc  large  sums  every  journey  I  made  in  ditTercnt 
parts  of  your  majesty's  extended  empire,  whither  I  accompanied  them. 

Thus  iuctessfiii,  and  with  an  carnc!>l  desire  to  become  still  richer,  one  day  as 
I  was  returning  from  Balsora  with  my  camels  unladen,  which  I  had  conducted 
"ihilher  with  goods  to  be  embarked  for  India,  and  when  I  had  turned  them  off 
'to  feed  on  a  spot  far  distant  from  any  tiabitation,  and  where  abundant  pasture 
3ud  induced  mc  to  halt,  a  dcrvise,  who  was  going  on  foot  to  Balsora,  came  up 
-and  sat  down  near  mc  to  refresh  himself  after  hi:>  fatigue.  I  asked  him  whence 
^  came  and  whither  he  was  going  ;  he  put  the  same  questions  to  me,  and  after 
"Tie  had  mutually  satisfied  each  other's  curiosity,  wc  produced  our  promions  in 
'Common,  and  ate  them  together. 

During  our  repast,  after  having  conversed  upon  nuny  indifferent  things,  the 
*der»iie  told  me  that  m  a  place  not  far  off  he  knew  of  a  treasure  of  immense 
"^vloc,  ao  Ur^  and  nch,  that  if  my  fourscore  camels  should  be  all  laden  from 
thence  with  gold  and  jewels,  it  would  seem  as  if  nothing  had  been  taken  away 

This  gcxxl  intelligence  at  once  surprised  and  dclightctl  mc.  I  wa:>  quite  beside 
TOyself  with  the  joy  I  felt  I  did  not  ihmk  the  dcrvise  capable  of  imposing  upon 
tat.  Instantly  therefore  embracing  him,  1  cried,  "  My  good  der^ise,  I  see  plainly 
that  you  have  little  regard  for  the  things  of  this  ivorld  ;  of  what  account  to  you. 
therefore,  is  the  knowledge  of  this  treasure?  You  arc  alone,  and  of  yourself 
■<oold  carry  off  but  a  very  small  part  of  it :  show  mc  where  it  is.  and  I  will  load 
^3ny  fourscore  camels  out  of  it,  and  present  \-ou  with  one  of  them  in  return  for  the 
prvfit  and  the  pleasure  >'ou  will  have  procured  for  mc." 

My  offer  was  triHing,  no  doubt,  but  it  appeared  to  mc  considerable,  so  entirely 
h*"!  avarice  gained  possession  of  my  heart  from  the  time  he  h.id  imparted  to 
me  this  secret ;  and  J  Tonsidcrcd  the  threescore  and  nineteen  loads  which  would 
V  Biine  as  notlung  in  cuniparlsun  of  the  one  of  which  1  should  deprive  myself 
by  ghrtnf;  it  in  him. 
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Tlie  den*i3«,  who  saw  at  once  my  excessive  covetousneis,  taking  no  offe 
all  at  ihe  ynrc.isonablc  offer  1  had  just  made  liim,  said  without  the  Ic.ist 
"Brother,  you  sec  plainly  thut  whut  you  olfer  me  i^  in  no  proportion  to  the  &^ 
vou  rcqucsL    1  iii-cil  not  have  said  a  word  lo  you  of  ihe  treasure,  and  might " 
kept  my  ticcret :  but  what  I  have  so  frankly  told  you  must  assure  you  of  the  | 
design  J  had. and  still  have.of  ohliyin;'  you,  and  of  giving  you  rausetore 
ine  Kir  ever,  by  thus  making  your  fortune  and  my  own.     I   have  now 
proposal  to  make  to  you,  more  just  and  more  equitable  ;  it  is  for  you  to 
whether  you  will  accept  it.     Vou  said,"  contmued  the  dervise,  **that  yea 
possession  of  fourscore  camels  :  1  am  ready  to  conduct  you  to  the  pUoe 
the  treasure  lies ;  we  H>iU  together  load  them  with  as  much  of  tlic  gold  and  jc 
as  they  can  carr>-,  but  upon  condition  that  when  they  &tu!l  be  ;ilt  laden, 
shall  give  up  one-half  of  them  with  their  burden,  and  you  shall  reuin  the  ot 
half  for  yourself ;  after  which  we  will  separate  and  go  where  we  please^  you 
vour  share,  and  I  with  mine.     You  see,  this  division  i%  perfectly  e<]UUabl9»  l_ 
If  yr>u  present  me  with  forty  camels,  you  will  by  mjr  means  have  eoougb 
purchase  a  thousand  such." 

1  could  noi  deny  th.!!  the  proposal  ol  the  dcrvise  wa^  very  f&ir ; 
without  considering  ihe  great  wc.ilth  which  would  accrue  to  me  for  aocedinf  1 
it,  I  looked  u|Kin  giving  up  the  half  of  my  camels  as  a  great  losii,  and  partk 
when  I  thought  the  dervisc  would  be  a^  rich  as  ni>-£elf,  so  that  I  already 
with  ingratitude  n  favour  of  the  purest  generosity,  which  1  had  not  y^ 
from  the  der%ise.    Dul  there  was  no  room  for  hesitation  :  I  must  nt  once 
the  terms,  or  be  satislied  all  my  life  with  repenting  that,  entirely  by  my  own 
I  had  lost  an  opportunity  of  making  a  large  fortune. 

I  instantly  collected  my  camels,  and  we  proceeded  together.  After  trai 
some  tunc,  we  arrived  at  a  spacious  \'alley.  the  entrance  to  which  wu  very  i 
My  camels  could  pass  only  one  by  one  ;  but  as  the  space  by  devrccs  girw 
they  could  easily  afterwards  go  on  together.  The  two  mountains  wfatch  i 
this  \'alley  made  a  sort  of  semicircle  at  its  extremity,  and  were  so  high* SO  8MV» 
and  so  impossible  to  be  passed,  that  we  had  no  reason  to  fear  any  mortal  could 
■ecus. 

When  we  had  arrived  within  the  pass  of  the  mountains,  **  Let  usgo  no  i 
said  the  dcrvise  ;  '*  stop  your  camels,  and  make  them  he  down  in  the  spi 
ou,  ttiiit  wc  may  have  no  trouble  in  loading  them,  and  when  you  have 

will  go  before  you  10  the  opening  of  the  place  where  the  treasure  is  d< 
I  did  as  the  dervi*e  requested  me,  and  went  to  him  directly.  1  found 
a  flint  and  steel  in  his  hand,  collecting  a  little  dry  wood  for  a  fire  As  sooa  aft 
he  had  kindled  one,  he  threw  upon  it  some  perfume,  <it  the  same  time  utterinjE 
some  words  which  1  could  not  understand,  and  immediately  a  thick  smoloe  rave 
into  the  atr.  He  divided  this  smoke,  and  in  a  moment,  altluMigh  the  rock  vtddi 
was  between  the  mountains,  and  ro:»e  perpendicularly  to  a  considerafato  facjc^ 
seemed  not  to  have  the  least  appearance  of  an  openmg,  one  was  neveith3S 
made  through  the  rock  itself,  like  a  pasMge  with  folding  doata»  mdait^Af 
contriv-cd  of  the  same  niateriaL 

This  opening  displayed  to  our  \new,  in  a  ^-ast  cavern  sunk  inio  the  rock,  a 
magnificent  palace,  the  work  rather  of  genii  than  of  men,  fcir  men  wtMild  Dc^^cr 
think  of  undcnaking  anj-thing  so  bold  and  so  asionishing.  Ilut  it  is  now  too  JaM 
that  I  make  this  observation  to  your  majesty,  which  at  the  time  never  occmw4 
to  roe.  I  was  not  even  struck  with  the  infinite  richness  of  what  was  to  be  Mca 
on  all  sides,  but  without  stopping  to  notice  the  disposition  in  which  so  modi 
treasure  had  been  so  i:arefiilly  arranged,  as  an  eagle  dans  upon  ht«  prry,  I  ran 
tothe  first  heap  of  gold  I  sjw.and  injured  into  a  sack,  with  whirh  1  was  prepdved, 
as  much  money  as  I  thought  I  roiild  carry  ;  the  sacks  were  tarj^e,  aao  I  wonla 
fain  have  filled  them  .ill,  but  it  w.is  nccess-iry  to  tJiink  of  the  screogtfa  of  ro» 
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camels.  The  dervise  was  equally  emplojed  ;  but  I  perceived  that  he  confined 
faintseU  to  the  jewels  :  he  explained  to  mc  the  reason  of  it ;  I  then  followed  his 
enmide,  and  we  carried  off  a  much  Rreaicr  proportion  of  precious  stones  than 
<tf  gold.  /Vftcr  wc  had  filled  our  sacks  aad  loaded  the  camels,  wc  had  nothing 
(0  do  but  to  clo&c  tlie  treasure  again  and  depart. 

Before  wc  left  the  treasure,  the  der\'ise  went  Uack  again,  and  as  there  were 
msny  vases  of  gold  in  a  variety  of  shapes  and  fa-ihions,  as  well  as  of  other  precious 
muenals,  I  obser\'ed  that  he  tool;  from  one  of  ihcm  a  small  box  of  a  certain 
wood,  with  which  1  was  unacquainted,  and  which  he  put  into  his  bosom,  after  he 
hod  shown  me  that  it  contained  only  a  sort  of  ointment 

The  dcTvIsc  went  through  the  same  ceremony  at  dosing  up  the  treasure  as 
he  did  on  opening  it ;  and  after  having  uttered  certain  words,  ihc  door  was  shut 
npon  the  treasure,  and  the  rock  appeared  with  the  same  unbroken  surface  as 
before. 

We  then  dn-ided  our  camels,  which  we  made  get  up  vriih  their  burdens.  I 
placed  myself  at  the  head  of  the  forty  which  I  had  reserved  for  mj-self,  and  the 
dervise  at  the  head  of  the  others,  which  I  had  given  up  to  htm. 

We  passed  one  by  one  through  the  same  narrow  path  by  which  wc  entered  the 
valley,  and  then  travelled  on  together  nil  we  came  to  the  great  road,  where  we 
were  to  separate,  he  to  pursue  his  journey  to  Halson»,and  I  to  return  to  Bagdad. 
I  thanked  him  for  his  great  kindm-ss  in  the  strongest  terms,  such  as  best  marked 
my  eratitudc  for  having  preferred  me  to  all  others  with  whom  to  share  50  much 
wealth.  Weembracedoncanoiher  with  the  highest  satis^iion,and  after  having 
nutually  bidden  each  other  farewell,  we  parted. 

I  had  Liken  hut  few  steps  to  come  up  with  my  camels,  who  were  accustomed 
to  ira\'el  on  in  the  road  1  directed  ihcni,  before  the  demon  of  ingrautude  and 
cnr>'  got  possession  of  my  heart ;  1  lamented  the  loss  of  my  forty  camels,  and 
■tin  more  the  wealth  they  carried.  "  The  dcrvisc  has  no  occasion  for  all  this 
wealth,"  said  I  to  m>-sctf :  "he  is  master  of  the  whole  treasure,  and  can  help 
himself  to  as  much  as  he  chooses."  And  thus  I  gave  myself  up  to  die  blackest 
ingratitude,  and  instantly  determined  to  take  frcmtt  him  his  camels  and  their 
burdens. 

In  order  to  accomplish  my  purpose,  I  began  to  make  my  camels  halt;  1  then 
ran  after  the  dervise,  calling  to  him  as  loud  as  I  could,  to  make  him  understand 
that  I  had  something  more  to  say  to  him ;  and  I  made  signs  to  him  to  slop  his 
camels  also,  and  to  wait  for  me.     He  heard  my  voice  and  stood  still 
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When  I  had  come  up  to  him.  "  Brother,"  said  I,  "  no  sooner  bad  I  quitted 
than  1  IhouRht  of  a  ihing  wliich  1  never  iidi-erted  to  before,  nnd  which,  pert 
you  youi^fhavc  never  y«  considered.     Vou  are  a  good  dervi«ie,  u?rt.l  to  d 
great  tranquillity,  free  from  all  worldly  ctre,  and  wllfi  no  other  ■ 
lliat  of  &er%in;^  God.     You  have  no  conception,  perhaps,  of  thc 
underukcn.  by  charj-ir-x  yourself  with  the  care  of  so  many  lamcli. 
yoQ  had  better  take  an-uy  onlv  thirty,  and  I  suppose  you  will  have  qi 
enough  in  inananin};  them.     S'oii  m.iy  leave  the  rest  to  mc  ;   I  am  u- 
"  1  beUcve  you  arc  rij^hi,"  said  the  dervisc,  who  found  hinmclf  in  ri" 
dispute  the'nialltr  «ith  mo.     "  And  [  cunfess,"  added  he.  **  I  never  um.c 
of  iL     I  was  beginnnig  to  feel  uneasy  ai  what  you  now  represent  to  mc.     - 
the  ten  most  agreeable  to  you,  and,  u-ith  Goo's  blessing,  take  Uiem  away 
ywL" 

I  chose  ten  of  thcin.  and  after  havinj;  turned  them  bactc,  1  put  them  In 
road  10  follow  mine.     I  did  not  tliink  tlie  dcrvisc  would  have  alloivcd  hi 
be  so  casdy  persuaded.    This  increa5cd  my  avidity,  and  1  llattcred 
should  have  but  litlle  trouble  to  obtain  ten  more. 

In  fact,  instead  of  thanking  him  for  the  rich  present  he  had  just  made 
"  nrother,"  4a»d  1  agam.  "  from  the  concern  1  take  in  your  quiet,  I  t 
mine  to  quit  you  without  bcsecchinjj  you  to  conuder,  once  more,  hm, 
is  to  conduct  thirty  laden  camels,  particularly  lor  a  man  like  you,  unacc 
to  this  sort  of  trouble.     Vou  would  tind  it  much  better  to  repeat  the  fa 
have  just  conferred  upon  me.     \V1iat  I  My,  you  Ke,  is  not  so  much  Ua 
sake  and  my  own  advantage,  as  for  your  sutii>faction.     Relieve  >-our5clf, 
and  turn  over  these  other  ten  rameb  to  a  person  like  me,  to  whom  it 
no  more  trouble  lo  take  the  care  of  a  hundred  than  of  a  sinjjie  unc." 

What  I  said  had  all  the  effect  1  uiahed.  and  the  dervisc  gave  up  to  me,  w 
out  an  objection,  the  ten  ramels  1  demanded:  so  that  there  remained  vriih 
no  more  than  twenty,  while  I  was  possessed  trf  sixty,  all  laden,  tlw  value  of  w 
exceeded  ihc  wcaUh  of  many  prince*.     After  this  1  think  I  ouyhl  lo  have 
contented :  but,  like  a  |icrson  in  a  dropsy,  who  the  more  be  drink^  the  more  tfa 
he  grow5, 1  bcc.nnie  still  more  earnest  than  before  to  obtain  the  last  twenty,  which 
the  dcrvise  yet  possessed. 

I  redoubled  my  solicitations,  my  entreaties,  and  importunity,  to  induce  the 
der\'i5e  to  ^tve  mc  up  ten  of  iJiose  twenty.  He  readily  consented  ;'and  with  rcyard 
to  the  remaining  ten,  I  embraced  him,  and  conjured  him  with  all  the  odiSreac  1 
was  able,  not  to  refuse  mc  these,  and  thus  to  complete  the  eternal  oUtifatioa 
owed  him ;  and  I  H-as  overjoyed  at  hearing  him  say  he  consented.  **  MaH 
proper  use  of  them,  brother,  added  be,  "  and  remember  that  God  can  tjikr  a 
riches  from  us,  as  He  bestows  ihein  upon  us,  if  we  du  not  employ  th^m  in 
service  of  tlie  powr,  whum  He  is  pleased  to  leave  in  poveri>  iw  iJic  utpmn- 
purpose  of  giving  the  rich  an  opportunity,  by  their  alms,  of  nienun^  a  gmHr 
recompense  in  another  world.** 

My  blindne<is  was  so  j^at  that  I  was  in  no  condition  to  reap  advantage  froin 
such  iiCood  advice.  1  was  not  satisfied  with  finding  myself  in  possession  a^alB  of 
my  fourscore  camels,  and  to  know  that  they  were  laden  with  a  treaiure  so  invalu- 
able as  oUKht  lo  render  mc  the  happiest  of  men.  It  came  into  my  muid  thai  the 
lillle  box  of  ointment  which  tlie  dervisc  had  taken,  and  which  lie  had  shown  tnc, 
might  be  something  more  (irccious  than  all  the  wcdlh  for  which  1  had  yet  been 
obliged  to  him.  "'The  place  from  which  the  dervise  took  it,"  muX  I  to  m; 
"and  the  solicitude  which  he  showed  to  gain  po-sscssion  of  it,  make  mc  u' 
that  there  is  contained  in  it  something  of  a  mv-sterious  nature."  TU'.-.  Ac 
me  to  prepare  for  tr>-ing  to  obtain  it.  1  had  just  embrat' 
well,  wncn  going  up  to  him  again,  "  1  have  now  recoUeavi 
what  you  mean  to  do  with  that  little  box  of  ointment  ?     It  ftccin^  to  uw 
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trifle  that  it  is  hardly  worth  the  trouble  of  carrying  it  away:  pray  make  me  a 
present  of  it ;  besides,  a  dervise  like  you.  who  have  renounced  the  vanities  of  the 
vorld,  can  have  no  occasion  for  ointment.'^ 

Would  to  (jod  that  he  had  refused  me  this  box !  Dut,  if  he  had  been  so  dis- 
posed, 1  was  no  longer  master  of  mywU":  I  was  the  stronijer,  and  thoroughly 
resolved  to  tAkc-it  from  him  by  force :  so  that,  to  complete  my  satisfaction,  it 
coald  not  be  said  that  tic  had  taken  away  the  smallest  part  of  the  treasure,  greatly 
u  I  had  been  indebted  tu  him. 

Faf  from  refusing  me  the  box,  tlic  dervise  immediately  took  it  from  his  bosom, 
tod  presenting  it  tome  wiih  the  best  humour  in  the  world, '*  There,  brother," 
aid  he,  "  take  it,  you  arc  welcome  to  this  also;  If  I  can  do  more  for  you,  you 
Itovc  only  to  ask  and  you  shall  be  satis^cd." 

When  I  had  the  box  in  my  hand  I  opened  it,  and  looking  at  the  ointment^ 
"Since,"  said  I,  *'  >-ou  are  so  very  friendly,  and  that  you  are  ne\ex  tired  of  obliging 
me. do,  I  beseech  you,  tell  me  the  pariicubr  use  of  this  ointment."  '*  The  use  of 
it  is  surprising  and  marvellous,"  replied  the  dcr\'isc.  "  If  you  apply  a  little  of 
this  ointment  round  the  left  eye  and  upon  the  e)'clid,  all  the  treasures  concealed 
witbin  the  Ixisom  of  the  earth  will  appear  to  your  view ;  but  if  you  make  the  same 
iMjicatinn  to  the  right  eye  you  will  Dccome  blind." 

1  wished  myself  to  experience  an  effect  so  wonderful.  '"  Take  the  box,"  said  I, 
U  I  offered  it  to  him, "  and  do  you  a|>ply  this  uinimeni  10  my  left  eye.  Yon 
oadrntaiKl  the  matter  better  than  I  do;  I  am  impatient  to  make  trial  of  a  thinf 
which  appears  to  me  incredible." 

The  dervise  very  readily  undertook  the  business :  he  made  me  shut  ray  left  eye 
ud  ippUed  the  ointment     When  he  had  done  I  opened  my  eye,  and  found  he 
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had  told  me  the  truth.  In  fact,  I  saw  an  mlinite  number  of  places,  611cd 
riches  so  prodigious  and  in  such  viirtety,  that  it  would  \x  impossible  for  me  to 
partiaiUnze  thrm.  Itul  as  I  wjs  ubli^ea  to  keep  my  right  eve  shut  urilh  my  huKL 
this  fatigued  me,  and  I  Ix^gecd  ihc  dcrvtse  to  appl)*  some  ointment  oIm  rooad 
that  e>'e<  **  I  am  rc.idy  to  do  so,"  &aid  the  den'isc;  "  bur  you  must  rcmenbcr 
that  I  told  you  if  you  put  any  upon  the  right  eye,  you  would  iasiantly  became 
blind.     Such  i&  the  power  of  this  oinimeni,  and  yuu  wiU  choose  accanhngly.*' 

For  from  bcint;  sausiicd  that  the  dcrvise  had  told  me  the  truth,  I  imagined,  on 
the  comrur>',  th.it  there  n'as  tiomc  new  mystery  which  be  wished  to  oonocal  hvax 
mc.  "  Brotticr,"  said  1,  smiling,  '*  1  ucll  know  you  meun  to  impose  upon  mc:  it 
is  unnatural  to  suppose  that  the  same  ointment  should  have  two  such  o^^KHtSe 
efiects."  "The  case,  howe\-cr,  is  as  I  say,"  rcpUetl  the  dcnisc,  calling  Lrftd  to 
witness,  "  and  yoa  may  tjelievc  me,  for  I  cannot  disguise  the  truth." 

I  would  not  take  his  word,  though  be  spoke  honestly ;  ihe  uncooqaanbte 
desire  I  had  to  new  at  my  ease  all  the  treasures  of  the  canh.  and  pexnapt  u> 
possess  them,  cvcr^'  time  I  chose  to  have  that  satisfaction,  made  mc  deaf  to  hit 
remonstmnccs,  nor  could  I  be  persuaded  of  a  thing  which  nevertheless  was  but 
too  true,  as  to  my  great  misfortune  I  very  soon  experienced. 

Under  this  strong  prejudice.  I  was  fancying  liiat,  il  this  ointment  had  the 
power  of  enabling  me  lo  see  all  the  treasiurs  of  the  earth  by  applying  it  to  nw 
left  eye,  it  might  perhaps  have  the  power  of  giving  me  the'dispusal  of  tiwm  rf 
'it  were  applied  to  my  right.  Under  this  impression,  1  persevered  in  fnTrwilJm 
|-the  dcrvisc  to  apply  it  himself  round  my  right  eye,  but  he  constantly  fcAued  10 
I  do  it-  "  After  1  have  conferred  on  you  so  great  a  kindness,'  said  he,  "^  I  caJnot 
[itesolve  to  do  yuu  so  great  a  mischief :  consider  well  with  yourself  what  mueryii 
ris  to  be  deprived  of  sight,  and  do  not  yet  reduce  me  to  the  sad  necessity  of  coco- 
^plj-ing  with  your  reguest,  to  do  what  you  will  repent  of  as  long  as  you  live." 

1  carried  my  obstinacy  to  the  extreme.  "  Brother,"said  l.with  gjtal  finmcB, 
"make,  1  beseech  you,  no  further  diffiailty  on  the  subject  :  you  have  hitherto 
consented  very  generously  to  every  request  1  have  made  ;  would  you  wish  me  10 
part  from  you  dissatislicd  on  a  point  of  so  Uttle  consequence  f  In  (iod's  tamt 
grant  me  this  last  favour  ;  whatever  be  the  result,  I  shall  never  Uamo  jroo  ;  iht 
fault  will  be  entirely  mine." 

The  dcr\'isc  m.ide  every  objection  possible,  but  seeing  it  was  in  my  power  to 
compel  him, "  Since  you  are  absolutely  determined  upon  the  matter," iamI  be,  *  1 
shall  proceed  to  satisfy  you."  He  then  took  a  little  of  this  fatal  ointment,  and 
applied  it  upon  my  right  eye,  which  I  held  closed.  But,  alas  \  when  1  came  lo 
open  it,  1  pcrcciv-cd  nothing  with  both  my  eyes  but  intense  dark 
tinued  blind  as  you  now  see  me. 


darkaesSf  and  I  coo- 


'*  Ah,  ill-omennl  dervise,"  cried  I  at  the  moment, "  what  you  foretold  i 
me  to  pass  !     Fatal  curiosity,"  added  I,  "  msaliable  desire  of  riches,  ti 


come 


is  indeed 
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abyss  of  misery  have  you  plunged  mc  I  Weil  do  I  now  know  that  I  hwc  broit^ 
it  all  upon  myself ;  but,  my  dear  brother."  1  cried  still  to  the  dcmsc,  **  so  ^ar>- 
table  and  beneficent  as  you  are,  among  the  many  wonderful  scrirts  with  wbkh 
you  arc  acquainted,  know  you  not  one  by  which  my  sight  may  be  resioted  ?  ■ 

"  Unhappy  wctch  '."  returned  the  denise,  "hadst  chou  taken  my  advice  tboo 
wouldst  have  avoided  ttiis  misfortune ;  thou  hast  thy  destfts ;  aiut  the  hlhwiiww 
of  thy  hean  has  brought  upon  thee  the  blindness  of  thy  cvcA  It  it  true  I  ast  in 
possession  of  secrets ;  this  iliou  must  know  e>en  in  the  short  time  that  I  haw  been 
with  thee  ;  but  I  have  not  one  by  which  i  can  restore  to  tlicc  thy  sight.  Addroa 
thyself  to  God  if  thou  thinkest  Uierc  be  anv  such  remedy.  He  onTv  can  he»tm 
it  on  thee.  He  had  given  thee  riches  of  which  thou  wcrt  unworthy.  He  huh 
taken  them  away  from  thee,  and  is  going  to  give  tbcra  by  my  bands  to  thoM  vbo 
will  not  be  so  unj.Tatcfiil  for  them  as  thou  an." 

The  dervise  said  no  more  to  me,  and  I  had  nothing  to  rtply :  be  left  rae  akav 
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covered  with  confusion,  and  overwhelmed  with  an  excess  of  ^ricf  quite  inexpres- 
sible. After  having  collected  my  fourscore  camels,  he  led  tliem  away  and  pursued 
his  journey  to  lialsora. 

I  entreated  him  not  to  leave  me  in  this  miserable  situation,  and  to  help  at  least 
in  conduciiny  me  to  the  next  caravan  ;  but  he  was  deaf  to  my  cries  and  my 
prayers.  'I'hu<i  deprives)  of  iiight  and  of  everything  I  possessed  in  the  wnrld,  I 
ibould  have  died  uf  ^rtef  and  hun;;cr,  if  the  next  iLiy  a  cara\-an  returning  from 
Balsora  bad  not  been  disposed  in  charity  to  take  me  up  nnd  bring  me  back  to 
BJUtdnd. 

Tlius,  from  a  siiiiaiion  equal  to  that  of  princes,  if  not  in  power  and  might,  at 
legist  in  wealtli  and  magniticcnce,  I  found  ntyself  at  once  reduced  to  begyar^-,  anil 
n-itbout  resources.  I  could  da  nothing  but  ask  alms,  and  this  has  i>cen  my  em- 
plo)'Tnent  to  the  present  hour ;  but,  to  expiate  my  crime  tnwards  Got!,  I'bave 
imposed  upon  myself  the  punishment  of  a  blow  fix>m  evvc)-  charitable  person  iitho 
•lull  ha%-e  ccmpas'iiion  on  my  miscr>-. 

You  see,  then,  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  the  motive  of  what  appeared  to  your 
majesty  yesterday  so  strange,  and  of  what  must  have  incurred  your  displcasure. 
I  again  ask  your  pardon  as  your  slave,  and  submit  myself  to  any  punishment  \Tm 
think  I  have  descn-ed.  And  if  your  miijcsiy  will  deij^n  to  judge  of  the  pcnanca 
1  havQ  imposed  upon  myself,  I  ain  persuaded  you  will  think  it  too  light,  and  much 
Mow  my  crime. 

When  the  blind  man  had  finished  his  histor)-,  the  caliph  said  lo  him,  "  Balw 
Abdalla,  your  sin  is  great ;  but  (.iod  be  praised  that  you  arc  sensible  of  its  em^r- 
mit)*,  and  have  submi  tied  to  this  public  penance  to  the  present  rime.  It  is  enough; 
bot  you  must  for  tltc  future  continue  to  :i:»k  pardon  of  God  in  each  of  those  prayers 
which  your  religion  obliges  you  daily  to  offer  ;  and  iliat  you  may  not  be  intcr- 
nipted  by  the  necessity  of  begging  for  subsistence,  1  shall  supply  you  with  » 
"on  during  your  life,  of  four  drachms  of  silver  daily,  which  my  gnnd  vmtr 
pay  you  ;  do  not,  therefore,  return  till  he  has  executed  my  orders." 

At  these  words,  Uaba  Abdalla  threw  himself  prostrate  at  the  throne  of  llie 
Catiph  ;  and  as  he  rose  he  made  his  acknowledgments,  with  a  wish  for  c%-cry  kind 
of  hapfiincss  and  prosperity. 

The  Caliph  Haruun  Almschid,  satisfied  with  the  history  of  Baba  Abdalla  and 
the  dcrvisc,  spoke  to  the  young  man  whom  he  had  seen  treat  his  mare  so  ill,  and 
aikrd  him  his  name, as  he  b.ia  done  that  of  the  bhnd  man,  when  the  young  man 
nid  he  was  railed  Sidi  Nouman. 

"Sidi  NDum.\n,^said  the  caliph  then  to  him,"  I  have  seen  horses  exercised  all 
by  life,  and  have  often  exercised  them  myself,  but  never  before  did  I  see  any 
pKsaed  u  so  cruel  a  manner  as  that  in  which  I  saw  yours  pressed  yesterday  in  the 
ttuarc  full  of  people,  to  the  great  offence  of  the  spectators,  who  loudly  compLiincd 
Of  It ;  I  am  not  Ics^  oHended  at  it  than  they  were,  ami  was  very  near  discovering 
ajIMiff  contrary  to  mv  design,  in  order  to  put  a  stnp  10  this  Irregi'l^iTitv.  Ity  your 
air,  howe\'er,  you  dirf  not  seem  to  be  savage  and  cruel ;  and  I  am  willing  to  lie- 
here  you  did  not  behave  thus  wiihotit  some  reason,  since  I  undcr<itand  that  it  is 
ftfit  the  6rst  time,  but  for  a  good  while  past  you  have  daily  thus  ill  treated  your 
nure,  I  would  know  what  the  reason  is,  and  1  have  ordered  you  to  come  hither 
that  you  may  inform  mc  of  it ;  tell  me  exactly  the  state  of  the  case,  and  disguise 
nothing.* 

Sidi  Nouman  readily  understood  what  the  caliph  required  of  him:  this  recital 
occasinncd  him  much  uneasmcss  ;  he  changed  colour  many  times,  and  nutwilh- 
ftandmg  his  endeavours  to  (he  contrary,  could  not  help  ^howm^  a  ver\'  great 
digree  of  cmlwrr-is^^menL  It  was,  however,  necessary  for  him  to  rcsolveongiv- 
Wao  account  of  the  matter.  Therefore,  before  he  spoke,  he  prmir.itcd  hmtself 
«DUf  £ice  before  the  throne  of  the  caHph  :  and  after  rising  he  aiicinptcit  to  satisfy 
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him,  but  he  remained  silent,  less  awed  by  the  nujesiy  of  Ut?  c.iliul 
presence  he  was.  th.in  affected  by  the  nature  of  the  recital  he  I  ',c 

Whatever  impatience  the  caliph  naturally  had  on  the  subjei  ;  -iCc 

his  cuinmands,  he  nevertheless  evinced  no  displeasure  ai  the  sidctice  uf 
Noiiinan  ;  he  s.iw  clearly  that  a  degree  of  courage  was  necc35ar>-  for  him,  whi 
seemed  to  fail  him  in  his  presence,  ur  tliat  he  had  been  intim:datcd  by  the  cone 
which  he  had  been  addressed,  or  in  short  that  in  whiit  he  had  to  say  there 
be  siimcthmi;  whirh  he  was  very  desirous  of  cuncealing. 

**  Sidi  Nouman/'  said  the  caliph,  to  give  him  cauraye,  "endeavour  to 

;yourMlf,  and  suppose  that  it  is  not  to  me  you  are  about  to  reLite  nbat  I  Tcqair* 

.'Ofyou,  but  to  some  one  of  your  friends  who  requests  you  to  do  S4X     If  there  u 

[jinyiliing  in  the  narranvc  which  you  think  will  give  uiieastne^  and  which  >tio 

|«upposc  I  may  take  offence  at,  I  forgive  you  from  this  moment ;  dismiss,  then, 

All  your  anxiety, speak  tome  with  sincerity, and  dissemble  no  more  tvith  ma  (haa 

yoii  wonid  with  any  one  of  your  best  friends." 

Sidi  Nouman.  taking  courage  from  these  last  words  of  the  cal-"^,  'K— ■ 
bis  narrative.  "Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  said  he,  "whatever' 
must  experience  when  they  approach  your  throne,  I  feel,  ncvcr;--.^,^ 
sufficient  lo  lx;licve  that  this  emotion  of  respect  will  not  su  prevent  ray 
as  to  fell  in  tlie  obedience  I  owe  your  majesty,  in  ^'ivin£  you  satisfoctiuo 
«vcry  other  point  but  that  which  is  now  required  of  me.    1  dare  not  sav  I  jun 
most  perfect  of  men,  yet  I  am  not  wicked  enough  to  liavc  committed,  noc 
to  have  had  the  wish  lo  commit,  anything  contrary  to  the  laws,  so  as  to 
occasion  to  dread  their  sc\xnty.     Good,  however,  as  my  intention  has  al' 
been,  I  acknowledge  that  1  am  not  free  from  ilie  sins  of  ignorance:     Such, 
iact,  has  been  the  case  with  me ;  I  do  not  say,  therefore,  that  I  rely  upoit 
pardon  your  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  grant  before  yuu  have  beard  roc. 
submit  on  the  contrar)'  to  your  justice,  and  am  ready  to  be  punished  if  1  tuit 
desen'cd  it    I  confess  that  the  manner  in  which  I  have  for  soi?  T^ttd 

my  mare,  as  your  majesty  has  witnessed,  is  strange,  barboroui,  miv 

chicvous  example  ;  but  I  hope  you  will  Bnd  the  motive  for  it  jui(iu.in:c,  .^nii  ilnl 
you  will  tliink  mc  more  worthy  of  compassion  Uian  punishment ;  but  1  ought  wt 
to  keep  yotir  majesty  longer  in  sus|>cnse  byatiresomc  preface.  This,thefl,il 
story. 
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Y  birth  is  not  of  sufficient  impnn.incc  to  desovs  Hn> 
tion  uf  your  majesty.  With  regard  tu  tH.-oertv.  m«- 
tors,  by  their  good  management,  left  i  ;  .ooU 

desire,  to  live  m  a  creditable  way,  «     .  (^.b*! 

entirely  indegicndcnt 

With  tltese  advanuges,  the  only  thing  1  owld  wm^  b 
order  to  render  my  happiness  complete,  was  to  meet  with 
an  amiable  wife,  to  be  the  object  of  my  tcndercni  aAectMB,  m^ 
who,  loving  mc  in  return,  would  be  willing  to  sharv  w»ih  me  that 
happiness;  but  this  Crod  was  not  pIca^ctTto  frrant  xrm.  Oft  the 
conljar)-,  He  ga\"c  mc  one  who,  the  icty  d.' 
began  to  exercise  my  pati«:ncc  in  a  manner 
bill  by  tliosc  who  have  been  exposed  to  a 
As  the  custom  is  that  our  marriages  should  take  (rfacc  ttitl  .-  orltiiinr- 

ing  the  woman  we  are  to  espouvr.  your  majesty  must  be  .i  .  <-     'c^s^ 

ha*  no  right  to  cumpbin  if  he  (inds  the  wife  which  has  fallc  .rMb 

uglv,  nor  an  absolute  cheat,  .ind  that  her  good  manners,  bcr  „,  .,.  .-v...t,  twl  hm 
good  behaviour  may  compensate  any  slight  tmpcrfcctioQ  of  pcrMML 


The  first  lime  1  saw  my  wife  without  her  veil  after  she  had  been  brought  to 
mc  wiih  Ihc  usuiil  ceremonies.  I  rejoiced  to  find  that  I  had  nul  been  deceived  in 
the  account  which  had  bcco  given  nic  of  her  beauty  :  she  suited  niy  tasic,  and  1 
wji  [ilcased  with  her. 

The  day  after  our  marriage  we  had  a  dinner  of  several  dishes ;  I  came  into 
the  room  where  the  Lible  was  sec,  and  as  I  did  not  see  my  wife  there,  I  desired 
she  tnighi  be  called  :  after  having  made  me  wait  some  time,  she  came  ;  I  dis- 
sembled my  impatience,  and  wc  sat  down  together  at  the  table ;  I  began  with 
bonie  rice,  which  I  took  in  Uic  common  way  with  a  spoon.  My  wife,  on  the  con- 
trary, instead  of  maUing  use  of  a  spoon  as  everybody  doc:».  drew  from  a  case 
which  she  had  in  her  pfickcl  a  sort  ol  bodkin,  with' which  she  began  to  take  some 
rice,  and  carried  it  to  her  mouth  hy  single  grains,  for  no  more  wotdd  it  take  up 
at  a  ume. 

Surprised  at  this  manner  of  eating,  "  Amint,"  said  I,  for  thai  was  her  name, 
"  ts  this  the  way  you  have  learned  lo  eat  rice  in  vour  family  ?  Uo  you  do  this 
because  you  arc  a  little  cater?  or  perhaps  you  wisfi  to  count  the  grains,  that  you 
may  not  cat  more  at  one  tune  than  at  anotlier?  If  you  do  this  from  a  principle 
of  saving,  and  to  teach  me  not  to  be  extravagant,  you  have  nothing  to  apprehend 
on  this  scare  :  1  can  assure  you  we  shall  not  Ix:  ruined  by  our  table.  We  have 
enoujfh,  thank  God,  to  live  at  our  case,  and  need  not  deprive  ourselves  of  neces- 
saries. Ue  under  no  constraint,  my  dear  Amine,  and  eat  as  freely  as  you  see  me 
e«.'  The  easy  air  in  which.  1  made  these  remonstrances,  would,  I  supposed, 
taavc  drawn  from  her  some  obliging  answer ;  but  without  giving  me  a  single  word, 
she  went  on  eaimg  in  the  same  manner ;  and  in  order  to  give  mc  more  uncasi- 
Bcss,  she  took  these  smgle  grains  of  rice  at  still  greater  inter\'als :  and  instead  of 
eilmg  of  the  other  dishes  with  mc.  she  only  curied  to  her  moutli  in  the  most 
deliberate  manner  &nj;ill  crumbs  of  bread,  scarcely  enough  to  satisfy  a  sparrow. 

1  was  D^lcndcd  with  her  obstinacy ;  I  imagined,  nevertheless,  kindly  makinj; 
excuses  for  her,  that  she  had  not  lx:cn  accustomed  to  cat  with  men,  and  certainly 
Boc  with  a  husband,  belore  whom  she  had  perhaps  been  told  to  show  a  degree 
of  restraint,  which  from  simplicity  she  carried  too  far. 

I  supposed,  loo.  she  might  have  eaten  something  just  before  ;  or  if  not,  that 
she  rcscr\'cd  herself  lo  cat  alone  and  more  at  her  case :  these  considerations 
BR^'cntcd  my  saying  to  her  anything  further,  which  might  frighten  her.  or  show 
ler  any  mark  of  my  dissatisfaction.  After  dinner,  I  parted  from  her  with  an  air 
as  if  1  had  found  fto  reason  to  be  displeased  at  her  extraordinary  behaviour,  and 
left  her  quite  alone. 

The  Mmc  thing  happened  again  at  supper.  The  next  day,  and  every  time  we 
ate  together,  she  behaved  just  in  tlic  siimc  manner.  I  saw  clearly  that  it  was 
dot  possible  a  woman  could  live  on  the  very  little  sustenance  she  took,  and  that 
there  must  be  some  mystery  in  the  matter  which  t  could  not  discover  ;  this  made 
me  resolve  to  dissemble  I  pretended  to  pay  no  regard  to  her  conduct,  hoping 
thm  in  time  she  would  accustom  hcr&elf  to  live  with  me  in  the  manner  I  wished : 
my  hopes  were  vain,  and  it  was  not  long  liefore  I  was  convinced  of  it. 

One  ni^ht.  when  ,\mint  thought  me  fast  asleep,  she  rose  vcr>-  softly,  and  I 
obaerved  she  dressed  herself  so  carefully  as  not  to  make  the  least  noise,  for  fear 
the  should  awaken  me.  I  could  not  conceive  the  reason  why  she  thus  broke  in 
upon  her  rest,  and  my  curiosity  to  know  what  was  the  meaning  of  tins  made  mc 
pretend  a  sound  sleep.  She  tinishcd  dressing  herself,  and  in  a  moment  walked 
oot  of  the  room  without  making  the  least  noi^c. 

The  instant  she  left  the  room,  I  ruse,  and  tlirowingmy  cloak  across  my  shoulder. 
I  had  just  lime  to  see  througli  a  window  whith  looked  into  the  court,  that  she 
opened  the  street  door  and  went  out.  I  ran  immediately  to  the  door,  which  she 
had  not  quite  closed  ;  and,  favoured  by  the  light  of  the  moon,  I  followed  her  till 
I  saw  her  go  into  a  bur^ing-pIace  near  our  house  ;  I  then  gained  the  end  of  a 
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van  which  mched  the  burj-ing- place,  and  after  baring  taken  proper  can  Do<  to 
be  seen,  I  perceived  Amin^  with  a  female  ghoale. 

Ynur  m:ijesty  knows  ihni  ghoulcs  of  either  acx  nrc  demons  vrhich  wander  aboat, 
tiic  tieldi.  They  commonly  inhabit  ruinous  buildmgs,  whence  thc>-  isuie  wd- 
denly  and  isurprisc  piissengcrs,  whom  they  kill  and  devour.  If  ihcy  fail  to  meet 
wilhtravcllcn.,  ihey  ^o  by  niglit  into  burjing-p laces  to  dig  uu  dcacl  bodies  and 
feed  upon  ibem.  I  was  both  surprised  and  icnitictl  when  I  saw  my  wife  «ith 
this  ghuiiic.  They  dug  up  together  a  dead  body  which  K.id  been  twried  thjt  »cf>' 
day,  and  the  ghoule  several  times  cut  off  pieces  of  the  flesh,  which  the%-both  ate 
as  they  sat  upon  the  edge  of  the  grave.  The)-  conversed  together  UTih  great 
composure  during  their  «a^-age  and  inhuman  repast ;  but  1  was  so  (ar  o^  i^t  il 
was  impoasiblc  tor  mc  to  hear  what  they  said,  whicli,  no  doubt,  was  a*  extra- 
ordinary- a&  tticir  food,  at  tlie  recollection  of  which  I  stdl  shudder. 

When  the>'  had  finished  ibeir  horrid  meal,  they  threw  the  rem 
carcase  into  the  grave,  which  they  tilled  again  with  the  earth  ihc\ 
from  it.     1  left  them  thus  employed,  and  retunied  In  lity  house  witli  ^ii  ^pecd.' 
I  went  in.  but  left  the  door  partly  open,  as  I  had  found  it ;  and  when  I  reached 
my  chami>er,  I  lay  down  again  and  pretended  to  be  asleep. 

In  a  short  lime  Amin^  follmved  me,  without  making  the  least  noise. 
dressed  herself  and  came  ro  bed  agnm  with  great  salistT-tion,  as  I  *n 
haxing  succeeded  so  well  without  my  pcrccivmg  what  had  happcnoi  ■■■ 

mind  full  of  the  idea,  of  tlie  sa\'agc  and  abommabic  deed  »  hich  1  h 
ncsscd,  and  shocked  :il  linding  myself  alone  with  her  who  had  bcei 
in  it,  il  was  a  long  lime  before  I  cuuld  get  to  sleep  again.     I  did.  li  ■ 
again,  or  rather  I  slumbered  in  so  slight  a  way,  thai  the  first  . 
the  call  to  public  prayers  at  daybre.iV,  awoke  me.     I  dressed  m  \   ■ 
ihe  mosque. 

When  praj-crs  were  ended,  I  went  out  of  the  town  and  passed  the  mtminj 
walking  in  the  gardens  and  considering  the  part  I  was  to  take  in  on!      ■  <• 

my  wife  change  her  manner  of  living.     I  rejected  every  violent  hil 
occurred  to  my  mind,  and  I  resolved  to  employ  only  gentle  means  lo  w^iaa  her 
from  the  wretched  inclinations  she  had  manifested.     In  this  train  of  tliinkmf  1 
was  inswnsibly  led  to  my  orna  house,  which  I  entered  just  at  thi 

When  .Ammt  saw  mc  she  ordered  dinner,  and  we  sat  dnwn  . 
I  foimd  sh:i  still  persisted  in  taking  the  ncc  grain  by  grain,  "  Ammi,  -»:i:[i  i,  la 
a  manner  perfectly  composed,  "  you  know  what  reason  I  had  to  be  surprised  ttoc 
day  after  our  marriage  when  1  perceived  you  taking  your  rice  onlv  in  such  HBlU 
quantities,  and  in  a  way  that  would  have  ofl'cndcil  any  other  tuisiiand  Una  mt- 
sclf ;  you  know,  loo,  that  I  did  no  more  than  let  vou  know  the  uneasiness  tl  OC»^J 
cuioned  me,  cnlrealing  you  to  eat  of  tiie  other dis'hes  at  table,  and  that  rare«n^H 
taken  that  there  should  I>c  variety,  in  order  to  tn  your  tiste  with  some  of  the^^H 
Evxr  since  you  have  seen  our  i.-iblc  ser\'vd  in  the  same  manner,  changing  occa- 
sionally some  of  the  dishes,  that  we  might  not  be  obliged  to  eat  olwayi  the  saar 
things*  My  remonstrances  have  been,  however,  to  no  purpose,  and  to  ihii  Imm 
you  haii:  continually  behaved  m  the  same  manner  and  given  me  tbe  same  n^' 
easiness.  Cnwilling  to  lay  you  under  any  coiutrainl,  [  lia%-e  frequently  hcU  tof 
tongue,  and  should  be  5orr>*  if  what  I  am  now  saying  should  gi\T  vou  the  smaltest 
concern ;  but,  Amin(,  I  beseech  you,  tell  me,  are  not  the  dishes  d  our  ublc  quMc 
as  good  as  the  tiesh  of  a  dead  person  ?' 

I  had  scarcely  uttered  these  last  word.<i  than  Amini,  wh  '  -  f  '  uoderuood 
that  I  had  obsen-cd  wliat  passed  at  niglit,  fell  into  a  moit  i  .<Ie  paasKxt ; 

her  face  was  in  a  Hame,  her  e)-es  ahnost  started  from  her  iic:iu,  onu  she  fcawed 
with  rage. 

The  terrible  state  m  which  1  saw  her  quite  alarmed  me.  I  bccam*  motioolcM* 
a*ul  in  no  situation  to  defend  myself  against  the  horrible  ill  dcaieikS  whtch  il> 
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V3S  meditating,  nnd  at  which  your  majcsiy  will  be  astontahed.  In  the  hctcht  nf 
her  fur/  i^he  took  a  glass  of  water  which  vas  nejir  her,  and  diupint;  her  mijfert 
into  it,  «be  muttcrcda  few  words  which  I  could  not  underitami,  threw  itio  w.il«r 
in  iny  fnce.  and  &.iid  in  a  fiiriuus  tunc,  "Wretch,  take  the  punikliment  of  thy 
cariosity  and  became  a  dog  ! " 

Scarcely  had  Amtn^,  whom  I  had  not  yet  known  lo  be  a  torccrci*,  utteted 

tbnc  hellish  words,  ihdn  nil  at  nncc  I  found  mytelf  changed  into  a  (luy.    The 

sorpnse  and  astonishment  in  which  I  wai,  at  a  change  M  Hidden  nnd  w  liltle 

exMCied,  prevented  at  first  my  running  away,  which  jjavc  her  an  ojiptirt unity  at 

taking  a  stick  to  beat  mc,  and  m  truth  >hc  made  um:  of  it  upon  me  witli  %n  much 

-violence,  that  I  scarcely  know  how  I  avoided  bcint;  killed  on  the  ipot.   I  Ihotiuht 

lo  escape  from  her  rage  by  running  into  the  court,  but  ihc  punnftl  tiif  (hiiMr 

with  the  same  fury;  and  nimble  a«  I  tried  to  be,  In  order  Id  .<  .'tuki  ■  by 

Parting  from  side  to  side,  I  could  not  cKape  ihetn,  and  ibc  '  >  rt  ttirm 

an  great  abundance.     Tired  at  LtM  with  purwing  aad  bcelinu  mr,  umj  moritAad 

liw  sbe  bad  not  killed  me.  ai  ibc  w^i  eatcer  to  do,  ehe  inuned  a  new  meOnd 

-*€  effecting  it :  the  partly  opened  the  door  into  the  MreM,  tn  order  l»  rriMli  me 

<at  I  sbaotd  pass  to  make  my  escape.    Tboagh  a  6og,  I  tmpocied  her  melkloM 

^ain ;  ana  as  hnwinnu  danger  a6en  luaetts  a  niemlw  ham  to  pnwsiie  life, 

%?  3b9tniog  ber  eyes  and  ncr  metioM  I  took  mf  cppoitmnkf  to  *efl  ««  M 

^weat  ber  vigOaace,  pus  tiveqgh  the  door  qakhfjr  taoui^  to  eave  m  hte,  and 

escape  her  Teageaoce  with  no  limlier  madutt  thna  kertoig  dw  ei»d  mmy  loN  * 

3Me>queesed. 

Ttw  paiD  1  kh,  made  me  cry  and  bowl  as  I  ran  aloog  dw  MrmL     TMa  arc»- 

^faned  otbcT  dogs  to  rmt  after  and  worn  nv.    To  mmu  iMr  pemrtl  I  ran  hM» 

ehc  shop  of  a  uaa  wiw  dimod  aad  teid  Aaif^  baedih  «angM»f  aad  itif,aH4 

Acre  I  got  sheber. 

Mr  host  ai  eoce  took  Vf  part  very  i 
■duch  were  in  pffaak  of  aMvaad«fc». 
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I,  for  my  part,  had  at  first  no  other  concern  than  to  steal  into  sonxe  conjer  and 
get  out  of  their  aiijht:  nevertheless,  I  did  not  find  ia  this  man's  house  all  ibe 
refuge  .-inil  protection  I  expected.  He  was  one  of  those  exceedingly  supcnttlious 
people  who  pretend  that  dogs  are  such  unclean  animals,  that  water  and  »oap 
enuu>:h  cannut  be  found  to  wash  their  clothes  if  by  accident  a  dog  ha^  Touched 
ihcm  in  passing  by.  After  the  do^s  whicli  Imd  pursued  ine  were  drit-en  amy. 
he  did  cvcr>'ihiiig  he  could,  uiany  times  on  the  same  d^>,  to  drive  ine  out,  bat  I 
hid  myself  and  bafBed  his  attempts.  So  I  parsed  the  night  in  spite  of  htm  wltjiin 
the  shop,  und  1  had  much  need  of  a  Utile  rest  to  recovxr  myself  from  i)ic 
treatment  Amine  had  l»estowcd  upon  me. 

That  I  niiiy  nol  tire  your  majesty  witlx  circumstances  of  little  imrHirinnn-^ 
will  not  stay  to  i>aniculariie  the  sad  reflections  which,  at  that  Umc,  1 
my  metamorphosis.  I  will  only  remark  thai  the  next  day,  my  host  I 
(lui  before  dayhyht  to  make  his  purchases,  he  rrtumed  laden  with  sheeps'  bcadi, 
tongues,  and  feet,  and  tliat,  after  lie  had  opened  his  shop,  and  while  he  was  ei- 
posing  his  goods  to  \'iew,  1  stole  out  of  my  corner  and  was  going  aw,i)-,  when  I 
saw  a  great  many  dogs  of  the  neighbourhood,  drawn  thither  by  die  snicll  of  the 
meat,  collected  round  the  shop  of  my  host,  waiting  till  he  tltrewtbem  sonethiag; 
these  I  joined,  and  then  stood  in  the  same  stippliant  posture. 

My  host,  as  it  seemed  to  me,  considering  that  I  had  not  eaten  anything  tinct 
I  had  taken  refuge  with  him,  distinguished  mc  by  throwmg  in  my  way  lamp 

Kicccs  and  more  frct^uently  lluui  to  the  otlicr  dogs.  When  he  had  put  an  endlD 
is  bounty  I  was  desirous  of  reluming  to  his  shop,  lookin;^  up  to  htm  and  vagpoE 
my  tail  in  a  way  to  make  him  understand  that  1  again  requested  this  favoar  or 
him,  but  he  was  not  to  be  prevailed  upon ;  he  forbade  my  entrance  with  a  stick, 
in  his  hand,  showing  not  the  least  mark  of  compasnon'  for  me,  so  that  I  was 
fwced  to  take  myself  off. 

After  passing  a  few  houses,  I  stopped  at  a  leaker's  shop.  This  baker,  mlfa 
the  melancholy  dealer  in  shccps' heads,  seemed  of  a  lively  and  merry  dispositian, 
as  indeed  he  proved.  He  was  then  at  breakfast,  and  though  1  Viewed  i 
that  I  wanted  to  eat,  he  nevertheless  threw  me  a  piece  of  bread.  I  did 
stanily  and  greedily  seize  it,  as  dogs  commonly  do,  but  looked  up  to  h 
cast  of  countenance  and  movement  of  my  tail  expre$si%'C  of  my  gnuitvdc  Hf 
took  my  civil  attention  in  good  part  and  smiled.  I  was  not  hungiy;  bonmevcr, 
as  I  thought  it  would  please  him,  I  tock  a  piece  of  the  bread  and  ate  it  xvn 
slowly,  to  intimate  that  I  did  so  out  of  compliment  to  him.  Ho  obscrt-ed  aB  ttirr*. 
and  allowed  me  to  remain  near  his  shop.  There  I  continued  stiiing,  aLCkd  turned 
towards  the  shop,  to  signify  to  him  that,  at  present,  t  wanted  imly  his  ymttc- 
lion.  This  he  alforded  me,  and  took  such  notice  of  me  besides,  as  lo  etva  ne 
assurance  that  he  would  let  me  inin  his  house.  I  made  him  unders^uio  Aat  1 
would  not  come  in  without  his  permission.  He  did  not  take  this  aittisa;  oa  ibc 
contrary,  he  showed  me  a  place  where  I  might  lie  without  being  any  iaccm- 
venicnce  to  him,  and  1  took  possession  of  tlie  spot,  and  maintauKd  It  all  ill* 
time  1  was  at  his  house. 

I  was  extremely  well  treated  there,  and  be  neither  brmtfj^ffvl    i^TnM    -i«r 
supped  without  giving  me  as  much  as  I  wanted  ;  and  on  -\ 

all  the  attachment  and  tidelity  which  he  could  expect  ft  't 

C)X3  were  constantly  fixed  upon  him.  and  he  never  stirred  abinji  ttie  house  biM 
I  was  aln-ays  ready  to  follow.  I  did  the  same  whenever  he  went  on  busuic**  inao 
the  citv.  I  n-as  the  more  cxaa  in  this  m.-ittcr,  because  1  saw  my  atKfUMm 
pleased  him  ;  and  often  when  he  intended  to  go  out,  without  givin^f  me  reaaoa 
to  suspect  it.  he  called  mc  to  him  by  (he  name  which  be  liad  ci\-en  me  ;  at  box- 
ing my  name,  I  d.irted  iinmediaiely  from  niy  kennel  into  the  street ;  1  raa,  afld 
leaped,  and  pla>xd  my  gambols  l»efore  the  door.  1  ne»cf  c«osc*l  from  tha  pi»»- 
(ulness  till  he  came  out ;  and  then  1  was  his  constant  cOBifaiuon^  cilhcz  iml'"t- 
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in(E  or  miming  before  him,  and  from  time  to  time  looking  at  him,  to  show  him 
how  bappy  I  n-a&. 

1  had  Deen  in  this  house  some  time,  when  one  day  a  «-oinan  came  to  buy  some 
bread.  In  payment  for  this  she  gave  my  host,  among  some  good  money,  one  bad 
piece.  The  baker,  who  noticed  ihc  Had  piece  of  money,  gave  it  biick  to  die 
woman,  and  a^iked  her  to  change  ii.  She  refused  to  lake  it  ag;jin,  and  said  it  wa»  ■ 
good.  My  host  maintained  the  contrar\' ;  and  in  the  dispute,  "The  piece  of' 
raoDcy,"  said  he  to  the  woman, "  is  so  visibly  counterfeit,  that  I  am  sure  my  doj, 
who  is  but  a  brute,  would  know  it.  Come  here."  said  he,  calhng  me  immediately 
by  ray  name.  Hearing  his  Toicc,  I  leaped  gently  upon  the  counter,  and  the 
baker,  throwing  before  mc  the  pittes  of  money,  "  See,"  added  he,  "  if  there  is  a. 
bad  piece  of  money  among  tliesc."  I  looked  over  all  the  pieces,  and  putting  my 
foot  upon  the  bad  one,  1  separated  it  from  the  rest,  looking  in  ray  master's  (ace 
as  if  to  show  it  him. 

The  baker,  ivho  had  referred  the  matter  tomyjadgment  nithout  much  thought, 
and  merely  to  djven  hitnself,  was  extremely  surprised  to  see  that  I  hit  upon  it  at 
once.  The  woman,  kno\\-ing  it  to  be  bad,  had  nothing  to  say,  and  was  obliged  to 
give  another  instead.  As  soon  as  she  was  gone,  my  master,  calling  some  of  his 
neighbours  and  telling  them  what  had  happened,  enlarged  much  on  my  great 
capacity.  The  nciehbouri  wished  lo  be  witnesses  of  it,  and  of  all  the  pieces  of 
false  mone>- which  they  showed  me  mixed  with  others,  there  was  not  one  on  which 
I  did  not  put  my  fool,  and  separate  it  from  the  good  ones. 

The  woman,  on  her  part,  clid  not  fail  to  relate  to  ever)-body  she  knew,  whom 
she  met  in  her  way,  what  had  just  hap]>ened  to  her.  The  report  of  my  ability  in 
distinguishing  false  monej*  was  spread  m  a  short  lime,  not  only  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, but  through  every  part  of  the  city.  The  whole  day  1  was  in  no  want  of 
onploymcnc.  It  was  ncccssars*  to  satisfy  all  those  who  came  to  buy  bread  of  my 
master,  and  to  let  them  see  what  I  could  do.  Everjbody's  curiosity  was  excited, 
and  people  came  from  the  most  distant  parts  of  the  town  to  see  proofs  of  my 
devcmess.  Myrcpuuition  procured  my  master  so  much  business,  he  could  hardly 
get  ihrouph  iL  This  lasted  a  long  time,  and  my  nuister  could  not  help  confessing 
to  his  neighbours  and  his  friends  that  he  had  found  a  treasure  in  me. 

My  little  knowledge  did  not  fail  lo  excite  envy  :  they  laid  snares  lo  draw  me 
away,  and  he  was  obliged  to  keep  me  always  in  his  sight.  One  day  a  woman, 
attracted  by  this  novelty,  came,  as  others  had  done,  to  buy  bread.  My  place  was 
Dsually  on  the  counter  '  she  threw  down  six  pieces  of  money  before  me,  amongst 
which  there  wai  a  b.id  one.  I  drew  it  out  from  the  rest,  and  putting  my  foot  on 
it,  I  looked  at  her,  as  if  to  ask  her  if  that  was  not  it.  "  Yes,  said  this  woman, 
looking  at  mc.  "  that  is  the  false  coin  ;  you  arc  not  mistaken.'*  She  paid  for  the 
bread  she  had  just  bought ;  and  as  she  was  going  out  of  the  shop,  she  nude  a 
kign  for  mc  to  follow  her,  unpcrccivcd  by  the  baker.  1  was  always  on  the  tt-atch 
for  ihc  means  uf  delivering  myself  from  so  strange  a  state  as  mine  was.  I  had 
lemarkcd  ihc  attention  wim  which  this  woman  had  examined  me.  I  imagined 
the  might  possibly  have  some  knowledge  of  my  misfortune  and  the  wretched 
state  to  which  I  was  reduced,  and  1  was  not  mistaken.  I  let  her  go,  however, 
and  contented  myself  \\-ith  looking  after  her.  .She  went  but  a  few  steps  before 
she  relumed ;  and  seeing  thai  I  only  looked  at  her  unthmit  <ttirring  from  my 
place,  she  again  made  a  sign  for  me  to  follow  her.  Then,  without  further  delibcra- 
tioik,  AS  I  saw  the  baker  was  busy  in  cleaning  his  oven,  and  thai  he  did  not  attend 
lomc,  I  leaped  from  the  counter  and  followed  the  woman,  who  appeared  to  be 
moch  pleased  at  having  carried  her  point. 

After  going  some  way.  she  arrived  at  her  house  :  she  opened  the  door,  and 
•ben  she  entered,  "Come  in."  said  she,  "you  shill  have  no  reason  lo  repent 
having  followed  me.'*  When  I  was  in  the  hi^usc,  she  shut  the  door,  and  lea  mc 
ta  her  apanment,  where  1  saw  a  vcr^-  beautiful  young  lady  en\broidering.    This 
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yras  the  dautjhier  of  the  choritAble  woman  who  had  brought  me  hither ;  and  ihc 

was  skilful  and  experienced  in  the  art  of  magtc,  as  i  aftcrw-  - '    '     '  T. 

^  DnuK'hter.'said  the  inuiher,"  i  have  brought  you  the  b-<-.  i^  dqg.shs 

so  well  knows  how  to  distinguish  false  money  from  good.  Uu  ...^  m.^i  report  tlai 
was  spread  nbout  him.  vou  know  I  tuld  you  my  idea  uf  his  bcin^'  a  tnnn,  chu^ed 
into  a  dO){  by  sonic  wicked  cnclianimcnt.  To-day  1  luuk  it  mtu  my  hesid  to  (o 
and  buy  some  bread  at  this  baker':».  I  have  been  u  ilnc&s  of  llic  imtti  of  wfast  las 
been  ^aid  ;  and  I  have  had  the  ail  lo  make  ihi^  astonishing,'  i!h.-.  ^Oiiih  Iiai  hc«ft 
the  wonder  of  IJagdad,  follow  me.  Wliai  say  you,  daughter, 

conjecture?"   '*  ^  ou  arc  not  deceived,  mother,"  rephed  the  ■ .       ,  I  .:u. 

soon  convince  you." 

The  young  lady  rose  irom  her  seat,  took  a  vessel  fiiU  of  water,  into  wfatcb  sbe 
dipped  her  hand,  and  throwing  some  of  the  water  on  me,  she  Baid,**  \i  jxin  were 
bom  a  do^,  remain  a  dog  ;  but  if  you  were  bom  a  tnan,  rcsuinc  the  fagtm:  of  a 
man,  by  virtue  of  this  water."  At  th.tt  moment  the  endiiuitment  was  broleen  ;  f 
lust  tlic  form  of  a  dot;,  ^xl  ^^w  myself  once  more  a  man. 

Penetrated  with  gratitude  for  an  obligation  of  such  m.ignitiide,  I  threw  myieli 
at  the  feet  of  the  young  lady,  and  after  having  kissed  the  htm  of  her  gannent, 
"My  dear  deliverer,"  I  cried,  "1  feel  so  strongly  the  excess  of  vour  (OodacH. 
which  cannot  be  equalled,  towards  an  unknnun  |>er&on  such  as  1  ain,ihai  1  con- 
jure you  to  tell  me  what  I  can  do  to  show  the  extent  of  my  grainudc  ;  or  nubev 
dispose  of  mc  as  of  a  i^lavc  to  whom  you  have  an  undoubted  righL  I  am  no  lonfci 
my  own  master,  I  belong  to  you  :  and  that  you  may  know  hmi  who  is  zt  >«> 
disposal,  I  will  give  you  my  history  in  a  few  words," 

Then,  after  having  told  her  who  I  was,  I  gave  an  account  nf  my  nufrtage  vidi 
Amini; ;  of  my  compliance,  and  my  patience  in  supporting  bcr  ill  humour  ;  tif  all 
the  extraordinary  mdignity  witli  which  she  had  treated  mc  through  bcr  inc(»- 
ccivabie  maliciousness  ;  and  1  concluded  by  thanking  the  mother  for  the  tnO' 
pressibic  happiness  she  h.id  ju»t  procured  me. 

"  Sidi  Nouinan,"  said  the  daugntcr,  *'  talk  no  more  of  the  obligations  yvn  s»j- 
you  are  under  to  me  ;  the  consciousness  of  having  served  a  worthy  man,  as  m 
are,  is  a  sufficient  recompense.  Let  us  talk  of  Ainin6,  your  wife— I  knnr  bti 
before  her  marriage ;  and  as  I  knew  she  was  a  nugician,  she  also  was  not  j^itoniil 
that  I  had  some  knowledge  of  the  same  art,  smce  wc  were  taught  b>'  the  «3ai)c 
mistress.  Wc  even  often  met  at  the  bath ;  but  as  we  ncre  of  very  diflfitroa 
tempers,  1  took  particular  care  to  avoid  every  occasion  that  might  lead  to  aaj 
connection  with  her ;  and  I  found  less  dif6culty  in  succeeding,  as  for  the  nac 
reason  she  avoided,  on  her  part,  any  intercourse  with  me  I  am  not,  ihea,  iBr> 
prised  at  her  wickedness.  But  to  return  to  what  immediately  conccras  jxm 
What  1  have  just  done  for  you  is  not  sufficient :  1  will  finisli  what  I  hdivc  b(Cn>L 
It  is  not  enough  to  have  broken  the  enchantment  by  which  alie  bad  so  cnadRr 
excluded  you  from  the  society  of  men  ;  you  roust  punish  her  for  tt,  as  alH 
descrxTS,  by  returning  home,  and  resuming  the  authority  that  beloncs  to  roo — I 
vnll  enable  you  to  do  so.  Remain  here,  and  converse  with  my  mother  ;  I  ilifeD 
soon  return." 

iMy  deliverer  went  into  a  closet,  and  whilst  she  remained  there  I  had  tirac 
agam  to  express  to  the  mother  my  sense  of  the  obligation  she,  as  veil  at  bcr 
d.aiighler,  had  laid  me  under.  "  My  daughter,"  said  she,  "  ai  >  ou  see,  is  not  kai 
skilful  in  the  magic  art  than  Amini  ;  but  she  m.akcs  such  a  proper  use  of  it,  that 
you  would  be  astonished  did  you  know  the  good  she  does,  and  b.ts  almost  every 
day  an  oppnriuniiv  of  doing,  bv  the  kno'A'ledgc  she  posiei^es.  It  U  for  tha 
reason  I  nave  suffered,  and  still  suffer,  her  to  practise  it,  which  I  would  nercr 
have  permitted  her  to  do,  if  I  had  perceived  that  in  the  most  trifling  instamrt  dke 
had  made  a  bad  use  nf  her  art." 

The  muUicr  had  begun  to  relate  to  me  some  of  the  wonderful  things  she  had 
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been  witness  to,  when  her  cliu^^htcr  entered  u  ith  a  htile  bottle  in  her  hand.  "  Sidi 

Noiim.in."  s-iiil  she.  "my  Utoks.  whith  1  h.ivc  just  ln-cn  <  iinsiiltinj;.  inform  mc 
that  Aium^-  11  nut  .it  tliio  nioiiicnt  ax  hutiic,  Ittit  will  1>l-  iIiltu  )>ri'<*L'iith.  From 
thcin  1  .il--»  Icirii  tliat  tliu  eli— (.inliliT  api'i  .irrd  Iji-furu  \inir  s.i.*i\.iiit-.  10  Ik-  very 
uneasy  .tt  your  -ibscnri.-.  and  >hc  had  made  tlietn  l>clic\t:  tli.ii  y\\\\\^\.  \>>ii  wl-u-  at 
dinner  >i>j  rc'DllcLtcil  Minic  liLi-iinL--^  uhich  iililt;;cd  yuu  ti>  ;:o  oiii  diiL-itly  ;  that 
in  t^uin^  "lit  \\i\\  had  left  thcdmir  ojK-n.andadu;;  had  itm  in.  and  hail  cvcm  nmc 
into  the  r-iMiu  \vlii'rc  A\m  \t.i-  linisliin;;  her  dinner,  and  that  -<lir  had  driven  him 
out  hv  iKMiin;;  hni  nith  a  stirk.  Ketiirn.tiien,  t>t  ynur  hou-i-  \iiih>)iii  lu^ti  of  time 
with  thi%  little  1>ii::I<^.  ^iiirh  I  >;i\e  ><iu.  When  ymi  have  ;:i>t  adiiiLitaiu  <.-.  wait  in 
your  (.hamher  till  Ainini-  reiiirn-.  :  s\\v  will  nut  make  vmi  wait  long.  When  she 
comes  back,  ^'\  dnun  into  the  i->urt  .ind  preient  xuur-i-lf  to  Iut.  Her  surprise 
will  In;  ao  ^reat  at  sccni:-;  yi^'-i  a^.tin.  1  ontrary  to  lier  e\]K-ctation,  th.it  ••he  uiU 
turn  htT  h.ii  Ic  to  tly  fnnii  you  :  tlnn  throw  some  uf  this  water  u)Kin  her,  which 
you  uill  hold  ready  fi<r  tliit  [>:ir|>ki>e,  ,\\\i^  111  throuin;;  it.  jiri'noumu  these  words 
tx>ldl>  :  *  Receive  the  piiii>liiiiei)t  nj'  thy  wiLkedne^s.'  1  luvd  nut  >a\  any  inure 
to  you  ;  you  will  ^ee  llie  eli'ect  of  it." 

Aftci  llie>c  wordi  of  ni\  ^^enef.u■tre^s,  whirh  I  did  not  for;:ct.  .iS  I  had  nothing 
furthei  I"  sMji  me,  I  took  have  of  lu-r  and  of  her  moilier,  with  every  expression 
uf  ^raiiiiide,  and  vowing  eternally  tureinemlicr  the  oblij^niion  they  had  tunfL'rred 
on  nir,  ]  returned  to  my  h'luoe. 

Evervthini;  pa^etl  e\ai  ity  a.i  the  youn;;  enchantress  h.ld  foretold.  It  was  not 
long  before  .\inirie  .ipjK-.ired.  As  ^lic  adv.mced.  I  ]>re^cntcd  myself  to  her  with 
the  water  in  my  hand,  ready  to  throw  upon  her.  .She  ;^ave  a  shriek,  and  as  she 
turned  round  to  re;;.iin  the  dour.  I  threw  the  water  iiiMin  her,  pronouncing  the 
words  the  enchantress  had  tau^dit  mc.  Immediately  she  was  (.hanj^ed  into  a 
mare,  the  same  your  mniesty  saw  yeslcrday. 

At  the  moment,  and  (hiring;  the  surprise  in  which  she  was,  I  seized  her  by  the 
nunc,  and  led  her  to  the  stable ;  I  put  on  a  halter,  and  alter  havrnj;  tied  her  up, 
reproarhin^  her  with  her  f  riinct  :ind  wickedness,  1  punished  her  by  whipping 
her  so  Ion);,  th.ii  f.iti>;uL- at  list  obliged  me  to  desist.  Uui  I  determined  every 
day  to  inflict  the  sanie  imnishnuiit. 

Commander  of  the  Kaithful  added  Sidi  Nouman.  finishing  his  histor>'\  I 
dare  flatter  tnysclf  voiir  majesty  will  not  disapprove  ff  my  conduct,  and  that 
vou  will  cr>nfL-^s  thai  a  wi>man,  so  wicked  and  mfamuus.  is  treated  with  mure 
indulgence  than  she  de-^erves. 

When  the  caliph  5.iw  that  .Sidi  Nouinaii  ha<l  nothing  more  to  relate.  "Yimi 
history  is  singul.ir,''  s.od  lie.  "and  the  uickedness  of  your  wife  admits  of  nn 
exTUac.  for  which  re:iion  I  do  not  ahMilulely  condemn  the  rtiasttscment  you  have 
hitherto  inth<  tetl  on  her:  but  I  tuiiild  have  \ou  luiisider  how  ;;reat  her  iNinish- 
mcnt  is,  to  he  ledu' id  to  the  level  of  iK.iiti,  and  I  wiih  v  lu  wi^uld  cnnteni 
yourself  v*ith  letting  her  do  jK-name  in  this  drgr.idcd  state.  I  wi.uld  evi-n 
command  ymi  tii  ;;..  .iiid  soln  ii  the  young  rn(h,intre-.-.,  wIm  has  caused  llii' 
mctamorphosi-,  to  disc-nihaiii  her,  but  tli.it  the  obstiiiai  y  and  ircitrn^iMe  hard- 
hcartedne-s  uf  iiiagu  i.m-  i<>  oo  \tell  kno^n  to  mc.  that  1  »h>>uld  l)-.ii  the  etTe<t* 
of  her  ven;;e.uii  e  agair.-l  vou  mudit   W  more  cruel  than  in  l!ir  l;r-l   iii'tanfr." 

The  i~.di[>h.  by  natiiie  gentle  .ind  ( om|i.is-iiinate  tow.ird*  llm-i*  uho  suffer, 
although  they  in.iv  de-ervi-  it,  after  havinj;  (lccl,ired  hi".  \t;ll  t^i  >'.cli  Nouman, 
addre-«^-d  himself  (.-  the  third  iier-on  uhom  the  grand  v:/:er  (.  .il.ir  had  mtrr>- 
duceiL  '■  I'ogi.i  Ha-,s,ir..'  ».aid  he,  "  in  jMS-^m.;  voiir  h.>u-e  yi  »ttTiliy.  it  .ip[«-.ired 
Ml  ma;;;ulii  em  that  I  had  thi- i'urio>iiv  to  ini{u;re  t^i  uImiu  r.  1  ■».•'.■ 'Hgeil.  I  was 
told  ;h,it  \'iu  had  '•..ilt  it,  ,ifter  h.L^  ing  liillnnfd  a  tM<)e.  the  )!r-<rir>  of  vkhn  h  were 
hardly  suttn  imt  :•■  •■ipiKirl  von.  I  .dso  lic.ird  that  you  have  nit  forgotten  yuur 
foniier  cunditK<n  ;  that  y<'U  nuke  a  ^uud  u»c  uf  the  wealth  wlui-h  tiiMl  has  ^iven 
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you ;  and  Out  your  nei^Hibours  speak  wtW  of  you.  This  account  (Heatcs  n^ 
and  I  .-im  persuaded  thai  the  meanR  by  which  tt  h.u  pleased  Providence  to  hesow 
it4  gifts  must  be  extraordinary',  I  am  curious  to  team  them  from  youndl^  nd 
it  is  to  give  mc  this  satisfaction  that  I  have  sent  for  vou.  Speik  to  mr,  t]ia, 
without  reserve,  that  I  may,  from  ray  own  knowledge,  na^-c  the  i  "  / p«r- 

taking  of  your  h.ippinc».   And  that  no  suspicions  may  ori&c  ii  '.  iron 

my  curiosit>",  and  that  you  may  not  lliink  I  take  any  other  inicrctt  in  ;t  nut  wkc 
I  have  just  told  you,  1  declare  tu  you  that,  far  from  having;  aiiy  other  desi(Tv  1 
give  you  my  proicclion,  and  you  may  enjoy  your  wealth  in  security." 

Upon  these  assunmccs  from  the  caliph,  Cogia  Hassan  prostrated  hOBldV 
before  ihe  throne, touched  with  his  forehead  the  carpet  witli  whi'->-  •  •,•  ^'  -■>^■^cTed, 
and  after  he  had  risen.  "  Commander  of  the  Faithful,"  said  h-  n  who 

did  not  feci  his  conscience  as  pure  and  as  clear  as  I  feel  mine,  u< :....c  been 

embarrassed  at  receiving  the  order  to  appear  before  the  throne  of  yrxr  nujcBf : 
but  as  I  have  never  had  towards  you  any  sentiments  but  those  oif  re5pe<t  aad 
veneration,  and  as>  I  have  not  done  anything  conlmry*  to  tlie  obedience  I  owe  to 
you  and  the  laws,  which  could  draw  your  indignation  upon  me,  the  only  ftte 
which  troubles  roe  is  tlie  fear  of  not  being  able  to  bear  the  splcndotv  «Ua 
surrounds  you. 

•*  Nevertheless,  from  the  public  report  of  the  goodness  with  which  yoor  najMh 
receives  and  Ustens  to  the  most  mconsulcrable  of  your  subjects  1  feel  cnoMvafn 
and  do  not  doubt  but  it  will  meet  with  sufficient  confidence  to  procure  yaw 
majesty  the  satisfaction  you  require  of  me.  It  is  this  whicb  your  majesty  hu 
just  made  me  expciience  in  granling  me  your  powerful  protection,  vttbotit  CfB 
knowing  whether  1  deserve  it.  1  hopcj  nevertheless,  ymi  will  stiU  retain  Motf- 
mcnts  so  favoumblc  to  mc,  when,  in  compliance  with  your  conxnutHls,  I  ihdl 
have  recited  my  adventures." 

After  this  little  compliment  to  conciliate  the  good-will  and  atteatkm  of  tfae 
caliph,  and  after  having  remained  some  moments  silent  to  recollect  what  he  bid 
to  say,  Cogia  Hassan  began  in  these  tenns. 
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'N  order  to  make  your  majesty  comprehend  the  means  tn*  wUd  I 
arrived  at  the  great  happiness  I  now  enjoy,  I  must  befpn  t>v  «Kak- 
ing  of  two  intimate  friends,  citizens  of  this  vcr^-  town  of  Hagilad,  wbo 
are  still  living,  and  who  can  bear  witness  to  the  tmth  of  »1ut  I  re- 
late: to  them  1  am  indebted  for  it  after  God.  the  first  .Authur  of  ^ 
good  and  all  happiiicss.  These  two  friends  were  cilled,  the  aee 
Saadi,  and  the  other  baad,  Saadi,  who  is  immensely  rich,  hju  al- 
ways been  of  opinion  that  a  man  cannot  bv  happy  in  this  wtwM  wilb* 
out  such  a  fortune  and  such  great  wcillh  as  sh.ill  rn-.^^i-  ^'-n  (o  Tnre 
independently  of  e%cry  one.    Saad  thinks  difierfni!'  .»  that 

such  a  fr>rlunc  as  will  procure  the  comforts  of  life  i-.  :■-  .  — .y,  bat 
he  maintains  that  virtue  ought  to  constitute  the  happiness  of  men,  witfaoca  aay 
more  nitnchment  to  the  good  things  of  this  world  tn.m  is  I'r'TKTtir.nate  to  hmt 
real  wants,  .md  in  the  power  of  doing  charitable  actions.    S  innbo; 

and  he  lives  happily  and  contentedly  In  the  situation  'v.  -^wi. 

Thus,  though  Saadi  is  inlinitely  richer,  their  friendship  f  ■  ... 

thelcss  vcr>'  sincere,  anil  he,  wno  is  the  more  weallhv,  dor 
self  as  superior  to  his  friend,    Tliey  have  nci-cr  tiad  any  di^pu;c  bus  upon  llib 
subjea;  m  ever) tiling;  else  their  union  has  been  uninterrupted. 
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One  day,  in  a  conversaiion  nearly  on  this  subject,  as  they  ihenisclvcs  loU  mc, 
Soitdi  asserted  that  the  ponr  were  not  poor  but  when  they  were  born  in  poverty, 
or,  being  born  rich,  ihcy  hnd  lost  their  fortunes  by  debaucherj',  or  by  some  ol 
those  unlooked-for  misfonunes  which  are  not  uncommon.  "  My  opinion  is,"  said 
he,  "  that  the  poor  are  pour  only  because  they  cannot  come  at  a  sum  of  money 
sufficiently  Ltr^e  to  dniw  tbcm  out  of  their  misery  by  enabling  ihem  to  exert  their 
industry  to  improve  ihcir  furtuncs ;  and  my  idea  is,  that  if  they  could  gain  this 
pomt,  and  wuuld  make  a  proper  use  uf  this  money,  tbcy  would  not  only  become 
rich,  but  m  time  they  would  be  %cry  opulent." 

Saad  was  not  convinced  by  the  proposition  of  Saadi.  "The  means  you  pro- 
pose to  nuke  a  poor  man  become  rich  do  not  appear  to  me  to  be  so  certain  aa 
you  think  them.  Your  thoughts  on  this  matter  are  vcrj-  equivocal,  and  I  could 
support  my  opmion  against  yours  by  many  good  arguments,  but  they  would  lead 
BS  too  far.  I  think  at  least,  with  as  much  probability,  that  a  poor  roan  may  be- 
come rich  b>'  many  other  mcansi,  as  well  as  witli  a  vum  uf  money.  People  often 
make,  by  accident,  a  larger  jnd  more  surprising  fortune  than  by  such  a  sum  of 
money  as  you  talk  of,  whatever  good  management  and  economy  tlicy  uiay  make 
use  of  to  increase  it,  by  a  well-conducie<l  business," 

"  Saad,"  replied  Sa.-idi, "  1  perceive  1  sliall  not  gain  any  advantage  over  you  by 
persisting  In  suppurting  my  opinion  against  yours  ;  I  wish  ynu  to  make  an  experi- 
inent,  to  convince  you,  by  giving,  for  example,  such  a  sum  as  I  think  necessary- 
to  one  of  those  workmen  who  have  been  poor  from  father  to  son,  and  who  live 
by  the  labour  of  the  clay,  and  who  die  as  poor  as  they  are  bom.  If  I  do  not  suc- 
ceed, we  wiU  then  try  your  plan." 

Smnc  day;^  after  this  dispute,  it  hapiKned  that  the  two  friends,  in  takingawalk. 
ptsaed  through  that  pail  of  the  town  where  1  wa^  nt  work  at  my  business  as  a 
njpcmakcr,  which  I  had  been  brought  up  to  by  my  father,  who  had  himself  been 
Uc^fat  it  bv  my  grandfather,  and  he  by  our  ancestors.  My  situauon  and  dress 
sumdently  bespoke  my  povcrtj-. 

Saad,  who  remembered  Saadi's  plain,  said  to  him,  ^  If  you  have  not  forgotten 

the  engagement  you  entered  into  with  mc,  there  is  a  man,"  added  he,  pointing  at 

iftc,  "whom  I  have  a  long  time  seen  working  at  his  trade  as  a  ropemaker,  and 

always  in  the  same  st.ite  of  poverty.     He  is  a  subject  worthy  of  your  liberality, 

And  quite  fit  for  the  exnerimcnt  of  which  we  spoke  the  other  day."   "  I  perfectly 

itmember  what  passed,"  replied  .Saadi,  "and  I  will  now  make  the  experiment 

you  mention  ;  I  only  waited  for  an  opportunit)*,  when  \ve  should  be  together,  that 

Voa  might  witness  iL    Let  us  accost  tltis  man,  and  hear  if  he  is  really  in  the  want 

he  appears  to  be." 

The  two  friends  came  to  me,  and  as  I  saw  they  wished  to  speak  to  me,  1  left 
off  woricing.  They  both  gave  me  the  common  salutation  of  saying,  '*  I'cacc  be 
Witli  >tiu,*'and  Saadi  asked  me  my  name.  I  returned  them  the  same  salutation. 
«U)d  to  answer  the  ((ucstion  of  Saadi,  *'  Sir,**  said  I,  "  my  name  is  Hassan,  and 
^^caote  of  my  employment,  I  ,im  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  Hassan 
AJhabbaL'  "  Hassan,^'  replied  Saadi,  "as  there  is  not  any  trade  which  does  not 
«uppon  its  master,  I  do  not  doubt  that  yours  maintains  jtmi  at  your  ease,  and  I 
%m  c«-en  astonished  that  in  the  length  of  time  you  liave  been  engaged  in  it.  \-ou 
Ixarc  not  saved  somethmg,  and  that  you  have  not  bought  a  good  stock  of  hemp 
lo  increase  your  business,  as  %vell  for  yourself  as  for  the  people  you  have  hired 
to  assist  vou,  and  to  enable  you  by  degrees  to  deal  to  a  latgcr  amounL" 

**  Sir,'  I  r«>licd, "  virti  will  cease  to  be  surprised  that  I  do  not  make  any  savings, 
and  thai  1  do  not  take  tltc  mcllind,  as  you  say,  to  become  rich,  when  I  tell  you, 
t^l  though  I  work  hard  from  morning  till  night,  it  is  with  ditHculty  I  cin  eim 
tnough  to  procure  bread  and  vegei-ibles  for  me  .ind  my  family.  I  have  a  wife 
Bad  tivc  children, and  no:  one  of  the  latter  is  of  an  age  to  give  me  the  least  asftiM- 
uce.    I  must  feed  and  clothe  them  ;  and  in  a  family,  be  it  ever  so  small,  there 


are  alwa>-s  a  thousand  necessary  things  which  you  cannot  do  without,    Alihough 
hemp  is  nta  an  expensive  thing,  one  must  nevenhclcss  have  money  lo  purduuo 
il..inH  (h.it  money  is  the  lirsi  which  1  lay  by  from  the  sale  of  my  yood'  •■■'•^'-t—^^ 
1  ihmild  not  be  able  to  maintain  my  fiimily.     Judge,  sir/'  I  added,**  > 
possible  for  mc  to  save,  and  thii>  better  myself  and  mv  famdy.     U  :.  _.. 
thai  we  are  contcuted  with  llie  Irlile  it  pleases  Ood  lr>  give  us,  and  (hat  H 
ni.>l  give  us  llie  knowk-dge  and  desire  of  what  we  cannot  have ;  but  trc  i. 
feel  any  wants,  when  we  have  enough  to  hvc  in  the  way  we  arc  accustoincd  u>, 
and  arc  not  under  the  necessity  of  licgging." 

When  [  had  gi%'cn  this  account  of  myself  to  Saadt,  **  Hassan,"  he  uid,  "my 
wonder  has  ceased,  and  I  comprehend  all  Ihc  reasons  which  oblige  ymi  to  t«e 
contented  with  the  bituaiion  in  which  you  are  ;  but  if  1  made  you  a  ;'  < 

purse  with  two  hundret]  pieces  of  gold,  would  you  not  make  a  good  u^<-  i 

dn  yoii  not  think  ihal  with  this  sum  you  would  soon  become  as  rich  a?-  li>e  j-cin- 
Cipal  people  in  your  business?"  "Sir,"  I  replied,  "  you  appear  to  me  lo  be  so 
worthy  a  man,  that  I  am  convinced  you  do  not  mean  to  diver:  ^  "  «  my 
expense,  and  th.-\i  you  arc  serious  m  the  oHcr  you  make  me  :  I  ■:  lArai 

wiihoiii  too  much  prcsunipiion.  thatamuch  less  sum  would  be  suu.^.vi.i  ..i.i  otdj 
lo  make  me  as  rich  as  the  princip;d  people  m  my  business,  but  even  to  become 
in  a  little  time  richer  myself  ihnn  they  arc  all  put  together,  in  ihxi  grcM.  ctty 
Uasdad,  large  and  popidoiis  as  it  is." 

The  generous  Saadi  convinced  me  immediately  thai  he  was  in  eamcs:  In  uliu 
he  had  said  :  he  drew  the  pursft  from  his  bosom,  and  putting  it  ir. 
"Take  it,"  said  he,  "  there  is  the  purse,  and  j-ou  will  rind  in  it  exac:: 
hundred  pieces  of  gold.    I  pray  God  lo  bless  you  with  it,  and  to  give  you  _ 
to  make  the  use  of  it  1  wiah  ;  and  be  assured  that  my  fnend  Saad  here,  aT 
as  myself,  wdl  have  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  hearing  that  they  hive  cootrit 
to  make  )'ou  more  happy  than  you  now  arc." 

When  1  had  received  the  purse,  and  as  soon  as  I  had  put  it  in  my  boMnn.] 
was  50  transported  with  joy  and  ovcrwhelrocU  uith  gratitude,  that  I'couSd 
speak:  and  1  could  show  no  other  marks  of  it  to  my  benefactor  than  I»y 
out  mv  hand  to  seize  the  border  of  his  rube  to  kiss  it,  but  he  instantly 
It,  and  ihe-y  continued  their  ualk. 

In  rettirnine  to  my  work  after  they  were  gone,  the  first  thought  ihAt 
10  me  was,  wncrc  I  should  for  safety  put  the  purse.     In  my  VitiJe  house  [ 
neither  box  nor  chest  with  a  lock  to  ii,  nor  any  pLice  where  1  could  be  sure 
wouk]  not  be  discovered  if  I  concealed  it.     In  this  perplexity,  as  I  ^---^  ^<- 
used,  like  other  poor  people  in  my  way  of  life,  to  hide  the  little  roonc 
the  folds  of  my  turban,  I  left  my  work  and  went  into  my  house,  mv 
mend  my  turban.     1  look  my  prtrcautions  so  wcIL,  that,  without  t 
children  perceiving  it,  I  drew  ten  pieces  of  gold  out  of  the  pi 
aside  for  the  most  pressing  wants,  .ind  wrapped  up  the  ren 
the  linen  which  went  round  my  cip.    The  princip.il  busini 
Lniy  a  Kood  stock  of  hemp ;  tlien,  as  I  had  not  had  a  bit  of  meat  tot  a  loof 
in  my  nouse,  I  went  to  the  market  and  bought  some  for  supper. 

In  returning  home  I  held  the  meat  in  mv  hand,  when  ah'' 
without  my  being  able  to  defend  myself,  darted  upon  it,  and  wou-^  ■ 
it  out  of  my  hand  had  I  not  held  it  t'inn  against  him.     But,  ala>: 
better  have  let  it  go,  and  then  I  should  not  have  lost  my  purse, 
sistance  the  kite  found,  the  more  deterrnined  he  was  to  get  the  r.<'  ■ 
mc  from  one  side  to  the  other,  whilst  he  kept  fluttering  in  the  :iir.  . 
his  hold  :  but  it  happened  unfortunaicly  that  in  the  efforts  I  nuu..  ...  .w->,*< 

my  turbnn  fell  lo  the  ground. 

Immediately  the  kite  let  go  his  hold,  and  seizing  my  iurb«n  brforv  1  bad 
Id  tiike  it  up,  be  flew  away  with  it    I  uttered  such  ptercing  cries,  thai  the 


■Women,  and  children  in  ihc  ncighbourhocd  were  alarmed,  ami  joined  iheir  cries 
vilh  mine  to  try  to  make  ihe  kite  (juit  his  hold. 

Hy  this  method  they  sometimes  succeed  in  making  these  voracious  birds  let 
go  what  tbc)'  haw  taken  up,  but  our  cries  did  not  fn^htcn  the  kite:  he  carried 
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my  turban  M  far  That  vve  quite  lost  sight  of  him.  so  it  was  useless  (or  me  to  give 
my5elf  the  iroublc  and  faticuc  af  running  after  him  lo  recover  it 

I  reiLimcd  home  vvr)-  melanchol)-  at  ilic  loss  I  had  jtisi  sustained  of  my  tttbu_ 
and  my  money.     1  was  obliged  to  buy  another,  which  ft-as  a  further  dimf 
of  the  ten  pieces  of  gold  1  h.ul  taken  oJit  of  the  purse.     I  had  aUeadv  h 
part  of  it  m  buying  hemp,  .ind  uhat  remained  was  by  no  means  sufeci<nt  19 
rcnliie  the  fine  hopes  I  had  conceived. 

What  gave  me  the  most  unc.T5iness  was  the  little       ■    '  T -  .I'-factor 

ivould  receive  from  his  ill-placed  hhcrality.  When  h'-  -aster, 

he  would,  perhaps,  think  it  incredible,  and  would  thcrciuic  uni^  iook  ujKm  it 
a  frivolous  excuse. 

Whilit  the  few  pieces  of  gold  which  remained  mth  me  lastci!  wt  Wt 
beneiit  of  il,  but  1  soon  returnetl  to  my  former  situation,  as  tulally  tinable 
lessen  the  miserj-  of  it  as  ever.     I  did  not,  however,  murmur.     **liod.'  said 
"has  thought  proper  to  try  me  by  giving  me  wealth  ni  the  tjroe  I  least  en 
il;  He  has  taken  it  from  me  .ilmost  at  ihc  same  instant,  because  ir  pic.xs 
to  do  so,  and  it  was  His.     Let  Him  be  praised  for  it.    As  I  then  praii 
for  the  blessings  He  thought  fit  to  bestow,  whatCN'er  it  no\r  pleases  Him 
submit  to  His  tt-ill." 

These  sentiments  had  taken  possession  of  mc»  whilst  my  wife.  t:>  whom 
could  not  help  rummuniciting  the  loss  I  had  just  met  with,  and  ' 
which  it  happened,  was  inconsolable.     In  the  trouble  I  then  was  I  .  li 

ineniioned  before  some  of  my  neighbours  that,  in  losing  my  turban,  1  Um, 
hundred  and  ninety  pieces  of  gold;  but  .as  my  poverty  wa*  well  knuwn  to  thi 
and  they  could  not  oeJievc  it  possible  tJiat  I  could  yet  so  large  a  sum  bjr 
lalxiur,  they  only  laughed,  and  the  children  laughed  mote  than  they  did. 

It  was  about  six  months  after  the  kite  had  ciuscd  this  minforiune  when 
two  friends  passed  at  a  little  distance  from  the  place  in  which  1  lived.    Tl: 
naturally  brought  me  to  the  recolla:iion  of  Saad.     He  said  to  S,«di,  "We 
not  far  from  the  street  in  which  ILassan  Alh-ibh.!]  lives.     Let  m>  go  there  al 
sec  if  the  two  hundred  pieces  of  gold  that  you  g.ave  him  ha%-c  in  any  dc^re*  Cii*-' 
tributcd  to  put  him  in  the  way  to  be  at  least  in  a  better  situation  than  that  tn 
which  we  found  him."    "  I  wish  to  do  so,"  replied  Saadi.    "  I  have  thot^fbt 
•faim  for  some  days  pasi,  and  I  proposed  to  myself  great  pleasure  from  chc 
fartion  I  should  have  in  mnking  you  a  witness  to  the  sucecfts  of  my  ad 
You  are  gotn^  to  see  a  great  alteration  in  him,  and  I  qucstioii  wh«ther  we 
know  him  again.'* 

Tlie  two  friends  had  already  turned  a  comer  and  entere<l  r'  \] 

time  Saadi  was  still  speaking.     Saad,  who  hrst  saw  me  at  .i  ilt>'  i 

friend, "It  sctins  lo  me  that  you  promise  yourself  success  f  I 

Hassan  Alhabbal,  but  there  docs  not  appear  to  me  to  be  an-L  »i 

Jcrson ;  he  ts  .as  ill  dressed  as  he  was  when  we  Krst  accosted  hmi.     il* 
iffercnce  I  cin  discover  is  that  his  turban  is  not  quite  so  dirty.    :>o*  if 
mistaken." 

1q  coming  near.  Sa.idi.  who  now  also  perceived  mc.  suvr  that  SaaA  wm  i 
and  he  knew  not  to  what  cause  to  .attribute  the  little  change  he  saw  in  nt^ 
pcarancc.    He  \<ni%  so  much  nstonisbed,  that  it  was  not  he  who  spoke  when 
came  up  to  me. 

Sa-id.  having  saluted  nne  as  usual,  said,  "Well,  Hassan,  we  do  imx  tak 
how  your  aiiairs  have  gone  on  since  we  saw  you ;  the  two  hundred  pieces  of  t--- 
musi  have  contributed  to  m.ake  them  much  more  proi^Krrous."  "  Gentl«scci«' 
nrplied  I,  addressing  them  both,  "  I  am  much  mnrt:r-.-,I  u  bclnp  .>brfi»wl  tv 
inform  you  that  your  wishes,  your  expectations,  and  .  ■ainr. 

have  not  been  attended  with  the  success  you  had  re..  .  :i,ch  I 

had  promised  myself.    You  will  hardly  belicva  the  ekti^^rdiiMry 
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which  has  happened  to  me.  I  assure  you,  nevenhele^s,  on  the  word  of  a  mart  of 
honour,  and  as  such  you  ought  to  believe  mc,  ihai  noilimg  is  more  true  than 
what  you  arc  Roing  to  hear."  1  then  told  them  my  adventure,  with  all  the  dr- 
camstanccs  which  1  Ituve  just  related. 

Saadi  gave  no  credit  to  my  storj-.  "  Hassan,"  said  he,  "you  make  a  jest  of 
Bft,  and  you  wish  lo  deceive  me.  What  you  lell  us  is  not  to  be  believed.  Kitei 
flo  not  attack  turbans;  they  are  only  in  search  of  what  will  satisfy  their  hunger. 
You  have  done  .is  all  people  of  your  situation  ^nerally  do.  If  they  gain  an  ex- 
traxirdinary  jdvanrage,  or  any  good  fortune  unocpectcdiy  happens  to  them,  ihcy 
lu^e  iheir  work,  they  amuse  themselves,  they  regale  themselves,  and  they  live 
well  as  long  as  the  money  lasts,  and  when  it  is  done  they  find  themselves  in  the 
same  miserable  siiuation  and  with  the  same  w.tnts  they  before  had :  you  remain 
ihos  distressed  because  you  deserve  to  be  so,  and  you  render  yourself  unworthy 
the  benefits  conferred  upon  you."  "  Sir,"  I  repUed,  "  1  s-ufftr  patiently  all  these 
reproaches,  and  1  am  ready  to  bear  still  more  cruel  ones,  if  you  can  find  in  your 
bnrt  lo  uiter  them,  but  1  hear  ihem  with  more  patience  because  I  am  conscious 
I  do  not  descr^'c  them.  The  circumstance,  strange  as  it  is,  is  so  well  known  in 
this  place,  that  there  is  not  a  creature  who  will  not  bear  witness  to  it.  If  you 
will  inouirc,  you  will  find  I  have  not  imposed  upon  you.  I  confess  I  had  never 
beard  tkai  kites  would  carry  oft'  turbans,  but  ihe  thing  has  happened  to  me,  like 
nuny  other  things  which  never  have  happened,  but  may,  nevertheless,  happen 
every  day." 

S;wd  took  my  part,  and  he  related  to  Saadi  so  many  histories  of  kites  not  less 
wrprismg  than  mine,  some  of  wliich  he  had  himself  known,  that  the  latter  again 
drtnv  bis  purse  out  of  his  bosom.  He  counted  two  hundred  pieces  of  yold  into 
my  hand,  which  I  soon  put  into  my  bosom  for  u-ant  of  a  purse.  Wlien  Saadi  had 
finished  telling  out  this  sum,  *'  Hassan,"  said  he, "  I  wish  once  more  to  make  you 
s  present  of  two  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  but  take  care  to  put  them  in  a  safe  place, 
that  >-ou  may  not  lose  them  so  unfurtunatcly  as  you  tost  the  olhcrs ;  and  mind 
that  they  procure  you  the  benefits  which  the  others  ought  lo  have  done."  I 
admowlcdged  that  the  obligation  I  owed  him  for  this  second  favour  was  still 
neater  than  the  first,  as  I  did  no)  deserve  it  after  what  had  befallen  me,  and  tlut 
1  wmild  not  forget  .nnyihing  which  might  enable  me  to  take  advant-ige  of  his  good 
advice.  1  would  have  continued,  but  he  did  not  give  me  lime ;  he  quitted  me, 
aad  proceeded  on  his  way  with  his  friend. 

Aiicr  ihcv  were  gone  1  returned  to  my  work  ;  1  then  went  Into  ray  house,  my 
«tfe  and  children  tong  at  that  time  frtim  home.  I  laid  aside  ten  pieces  of  gold 
on  of  the  two  hundred,  and  I  wrapixrd  the  hundred  and  ninety  pieces  in  some 
liner,  .iriil  tied  it  up.  It  was  necessary  lo  hide  the  linen  in  a  safe  pLicc.  After 
\:.  ht  for  some  time  about  it,'  I  determined  to  put  it  at  the  bottom  of  a 

lAr^  :i  pot  full  of  bran,  which  stood  in  a  comer  where  I  supposed  neither 

my  wife  nor  children  would  l>e  likely  to  find  it.  My  wife  relumed  soon  after, 
aad  a«  I  had  but  little  hrmp  left,  without  tclUng  her  I  had  seen  the  two  fri«nds> 
1  nid  I  was  going  out  to  buy  some. 

I  went  out ;  but  whilst  I  was  gone  to  make  this  purchase,  a  man  who  sells 
tillers'  earth,  such  as  women  make  use  of  tn  the  bath,  happened  to  pass  thrtxigh 
the  ttrect  and  cned  it. 

My  wife,  who  had  not  any  of  this  earth,  called  to  the  man,  and  as  she  had  not 
anr  mooey,  she  asked  him  if  he  would  t.ike  a  pot  of  bran  in  exchange  for  some 
lurters' earth.  He  desired  to  see  it ;  my  wife  showL-d  him  the  jar.  and  the  bar^gain 
was  struck.    She  received  ihe  fullers' earth,  and  he  earned  aw.iy  the  pot  of  l^n. 

I  reiiinied  laden  with  as  mucli  hemp  as  1  could  carr>'.  followed  by  five  porters 
bdcn  as  1  was  with  the  same  merchandise,  w  iih  which  I  filled  a  little  room  lh;)t 
I  bad  set  apart  for  tt  in  my  house.  I  satisfied  the  porters  for  their  trouble,  and 
•fan  they  were  gone  I  sai  down  to  rest  ray»If  after  my  fatigues.     1  then  cast 
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my  eyes  toH'ards  the  i^ce  where  I  had  left  the  jar  of  bran,  and  saw  11  was  not 
there. 

I  cannot  express  my  surprise  to  your  majesty,  nor  the  eflfeci  it  had  upon  me  at 
that  momL-nL  I  hasiiiv  asked  my  wiic  what  was  Ixxomc  of  it,  and  she  lold  mc 
of  the  bargain  she  had  made,  as  a  thing  by  which  tilic  thought  herself  a  great 
gainer.  "  Ah  '.  miserable  woman,"  I  aied,  •*  you  are  ignorant  rt  the  mischief  ytju 
have  done  to  mc,  to  yourself,  and  to  vour  children,  in  making  a  bargain  which 
has  ruined  us  without  resource.  You  thought  you  had  only  sold  -iorac  bran,  and 
with  thi-9  bran  you  have  enriched  your  seller  of  fullers'  earth  uith  a  hundred  aod 
ninety  pieces  m'  gold,  which  Saadi,  accompanied  by  his  friend,  had  just  given 
a  second  time." 

It  was  in  vain  tliat  my  wife  u-as  in  despair  when  she  was  lold  the  great 
she  h.id  throuj^h  i^n^orance  committed,  bhe  lamented,  she  beat  her  breast,  ton 
her  hair  and  her  clothes.  *'  Wretch  that  1  am  I "  cried  she.  *"  1  am  unworthy  to 
live  after  having  made  such  a  cruel  mistake.  Where  can  I  ftnd  the  man  who  lold 
the  fuller^'  cartii?  I  know  him  not;  he  has  nevei  but  this  once  passed  throogk 
our  street,  and  probably  I  sli.ill  never  sec  him  again.  Ah  I  my  husband,"  added 
she,  '*yau  have  done  very  WTong  ;  why  did  you  keep  an  aifairof  such  inipoftance 
so  secret  from  me?  This  would  not  have  happened  if  you  would  have  plaecd 
some  conAdence  in  me."  1  should  never  have  done  if  1  were  10  repeat  to  jpow 
majesty  everything  her  f^rief  made  her  say.  You  are  not  ignorant  how-  c^Mjuent 
m-omcn  are  in  their  atHiccion. 

"  Wife,"  said  1,  "  be  composed  :  you  arc  not  aware  that  you  will  draw  all  the 
ncigblxiuTb  about  us  by  your  cries  and  your  tears  :  it  is  not  necessary*  they  should 
be  made  acquainted  with  our  distress  ;   far  from  sympathixin;;  in  our  mt 
or  giving  us  consolation,  they  will  take  a  pleasure  in  lau^hixix  at  your  sim; 
and  mine.     T)ic  best  thing  wc  can  do  is  to  conceal  our  loss,  .lod  »u 
patiently  in  su^h  a  way  that  it  may  not  be  suspected,  and  to  submit  to  t 
God.     So  far  from  murmuring,  let  U5  bless  Him  that  of  the  two  hundred 
of  gold  He  bad  given  us.  He  has  withdrawn  only  a  hundred  .~uid  nirtcty,  and 
He  has  left  us  ten  in  His  goodness,  whidi,  as  I  have  just  employed  ihcm, 
bring  us  some  relief." 

However  right  my  ar^ments  were,  my  wife  was  at  first  but  litUe  disposed  lo 
relish  ihcm  ;  hut  time,  which  softens  the  greatest  .ind  most  insupportable  cnb. 
made  her  yield  at  last  to  them. 

"  We  live  poorly,  it  is  true,"  said  1  to  her ;  "  but  what  have  the  neb  that  «e 
have  not  i  Uo  we  not  breathe  the  same  air  ?  Do  we  not  enjoy  the  same  t^bl 
and  warmth  frum  the  sun  ?  The  case  and  conveniences  they  have  mtclK  MM 
us  envy  Uieir  happiness,  if  they  did  not  die  as  we  do.  To  ulcc  thin^rs  in  dHfr 
best  light,  possessed  of  rhe  fear  of  God,  which  we  ought  to  have  above  all  ihinp. 
the  advantages  the  nch  have  over  us  are  so  trilling  that  wc  ought  not  to  tJunko^ 
than." 

I  will  not  tire  your  majesty  any  longer  with  my  moral  reflections.  My  wife  aad 
J  were  consoled,  and  I  continued  my  work  with  my  mind  as  easy  as  if  1  had  wr 
met  with  such  moitifving  losses  one  so  soon  .ifier  the  other. 

The  only  tiling  which  vexed  me,  and  which  often  occurred  t..    1  .}■■■' 

asked  myself  how  I  could  support  the  presence  of  Saadi  when  1. 
inquire  how  I  had  employed  his  two  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  an^t  10  wri.*i  ikjiw  ^ 
1  had  bettered  my  circumstances  by  his  liberality  ;  and  I  saw  oa  other  rwawlr  *! 
than  resolving  to  submit  to  the  confusion  I  must  feel  on  tliis  occasacm,  iWWf^  ^ 
I  had  not  brought  this  misfonunc  upon  myself  by  any  fault  of  mine  tbii  mcuDil  I 
lime  any  more  than  in  the  tirst  instance. 

The  two  friends  were  a  longer  time  in  reluming  to  inquire  into  my  _____ 
than  they  had  been  before,  baad  had  often  proposed  it  to  Saadi,  bat  he  ahm^ 
wished  to  defer  it.    "  The  longer  wc  put  off  gomg  to  hiot/'  said  he,  "  ibe  mgii 
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le  promUc  his  wife  made  us.  "■  I  cake  it  ver>'  kindly  of  you,"  said  he: 
"you  have  done  just  as  I  should. "  He  Bnishcd  mending  his  nets,  and  went  to 
fish  two  hours  before  dayhght,  as  usual.  In  the  tirst  throw  of  his  nets  he  caught 
only  one  lish,  but  it  wa^  iitore  than  a  foot  long,  and  large  in  proportion ;  he  had 
afterwards  many  other  draughts,  which  u-ere  all  successful,  but  the  tish  were 
much  smaller  than  the  first  he  caught—there  was  but  one  that  came  near  it  in 
point  of  size. 

When  the  fisherman  had  done  fishing  and  returned  home,  his  first  care  «-as  to 
think  of  me;  and  I  W3«  extremely  surfirised,  as  I  was  at  work,  to  sec  him  come 
towards  me,  bringing  this  tish.  '*  Neighbour,''  said  he,  "my  wife  promised  you 
last  night  all  the  hsh  that  I  caught  in  the  tirst  throw  of  my  nets  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment for  the  scnicc  >'du  have  done  us.  and  I  approved  her  promise.  God 
sent  mc  only  this  one  fur  you,  and  I  bq;  you  to  accept  it ;  if  He  nad  pleased  to 
fill  my  nets,  they  would  in  like  manner  have  been  yours.  Take  it.  I  entreat  you, 
such  as  it  is,  with  as  much  good-will  m  if  it  had  been  more  considerable." 

"  Neighbour,''  replied  I,  "the  piece  of  lead  I  sent  you  is  so  mere  a  trille  that 
it  does  not  deserve  such  a  return.  Neighbours  ought  to  assist  each  other ;  I 
have  only  done  for  yon  what  I  should  suppose  you  Mrould  do  for  mc  on  a  like 
occaskWL  1  should,  therefore,  refuse  your  present  if  I  n-ere  not  persuaded  yoti 
ba\-e  a  pleasure  m  making  it.  1  even  think  you  would  be  offended  if  I  treated 
you  in  uiia  manner.  1  take  it,  then,  since  you  wish  me  to  do  so,  and  I  thank  )-ou 
for  il" 

Our  civilities  ended  there,  and  I  carried  the  fish  to  my  wife.  "  Take  this  fish," 
said  I,  "  that  our  netghbour.  the  fishciman.  has  just  brought  me  in  return  for  the 
pieceof  lead  that  he  last  night  sent  to  us  for.  It  is,  I  believe, all  we  have  to  hope 
fnjRi  the  present  Saad  made  me  yestcrd.-iy,  though  he  promised  mc  it  would  bring 
me  good  luck."  1  then  told  her  1  had  again  seen  the  two  friends,  and  what  had 
puecd  between  them  and  me. 

My  wife  was  embarrassed  at  the  sight  of  so  large  a  6sh.  "What  would  you 
have  me  do  n-ith  it  ? "  said  bhe.  "  Our  gridiron  is  only  fit  to  broil  small  lish,  and 
vc  have  nut  anvthing  large  enough  to  boil  it  in." 

In  cleaning  the  hsli,  my  wife  took  from  its  entrails  a  large  diamond,  which  she 
nti^sed  to  oe  glass.  She  had  heard  of  di.imonds,  but  c%-en  if  she  h.id  seen  or 
tundled  ihcm,  she  would  not  have  had  suthcicnt  knowlcdgeof  the  matter  to  have 
made  the  distmction.  .She  gave  it  to  the  youngest  of  our  children  as  a  plaything, 
and  her  brothers  and  sisters,  who  wished  to  sec  it  and  handle  it  by  turns,  gave 
u  to  one  another  to  admire  its  beauty  and  brilli.-inc)\ 

At  night,  when  the  lamp  was  lighted,  our  children,  who  continued  their  sport 
of  parting  with  the  diamund  to  look  at  it  by  turns,  perceived  that  it  became 
brighter  in  proportion  as  my  wife  hid  the  light  of  the  lamp  by  carrying  it  about 
to  prepare  the  supper,  and  this  made  the  children  snatch  it  from  one  another  to 
By  the  experimcnL  lint  the  little  ones  cried  when  the  great  ones  did  not  give 
them  so  much  time  to  look  at  it  as  they  wished,  .ind  they  were  obligetl  to  let  them 
ha»e  it  to  appease  them. 

As  trifles  are  capable  of  amusing  children,  and  causing  disputes  amongst  them, 
which  often  happen,  neither  my  wife  nor  1  paid  any  attention  to  what  was  the 
subject  of  this  noise  and  bustle,  with  which  they  almost  stunned  us.  It  ceased 
U  last  when  the  bigger  children  were  placed  at  uble  tosup  with  us,  and  my  wife 
kad  given  the  little  ones  their  share. 

After  supper  the  childirn  got  together,  and  began  again  to  make  the  same 
aoise  as  before:  I  then  inquired  what  they  were  disimtrng  about ;  I  called  the 
ddest  to  me,  and  askal  him  what  was  the  reawin  they  made  so  much  noise 
"  Father,'*  said  he,  "  it  is  on  account  of  a  piece  of  glass,  which  shines  brightest 
when  we  turn  our  back«  to  the  tamp."  1  made  him  bring  it  me,  and  tried  tbe 
experiment  myself.    This  appeared  to  mc  very  extraordinary,  and  led  mc  to  ask 
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tained  in  opposition  to  me.    Convince  roe  that  there  are  other  means  than  tiu 
of  money,  which  can  make  the  fortune  of  a  poor  man,  in  the  way  I  expect  1: 
th-it  yau  mean,  and  take  Hassan  for  your  subject.     Whatc\er  you  can  yivc  h 

I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  he  will  become  more  rich  than  he  might  luvo 
with  four  hundred  pieces  of  gold." 

Saad  held  a  piece  of  lead  in  his  hand,  A-hich  he  showed  to  Saadl  "  You  ha 
seen  me,'  replied  he,  "pick  up  this  bit  of  lead  which  lay  at  my  foot;  I  am 
to  give  it  to  Hassan,  and  you  will  see  how  \-alaable  it  will  be  to  him." 
burst  into  a  violent  tit  of  tau);hter.  and  ridiculed  Saad.  **  A  piece  of  lead !  ^  cni 
he  ;  "and  of  what  \'aluc  can  the  sixth  part  of  a  farthing  be  to  Hassan  ?  \^'hat 
unll  he  do  with  it  ? "  Saad,  in  giving  mc  the  piece  of  lead,  >aid  to  me,  *'  Let  Saadi 
laugh,  and  do  not  refuse  lo  take  it;  you  will  one  day  (ell  us  the  good  fortuiK  il 
will  have  brouj^iit  you." 

I  ihcttight  that  Saad  could  not  be  in  earnest,  and  that  hewasonh  -— .-*-;-ir 
himself.     I  took,  however,  ilie  piece  of  lead,  thanking  him  for  it ;  am: 

him,  I  put  it  carelessly  into  my  bosom.    The  two  friends  left  mc  to  i, l.-^„- 

walk,  and  1  went  on  with  my  work. 

At  night,  when  I  undressed  myself  to  go  to  bed,  and  took  ojf  my  sash,  the  _ 
ot  lead  Saad  had  giwn  mc.  and  which  I  had  never  thought  of  smce,  fell  |x> 
ground:  I  touk  it  up,  and  put  il  into  the  first  place  that  occurred. 

Tlial  vcr>'  night  it  happened  that  one  of  my  neighbours,  a  fisherman,  in 
paring  his  nets,  found  that  he  ivantcd  a  piece  of  lead;  he  had  not  any  to 
the  l»9$  of  it,  and  at  that  hour  he  could  not  buy  any,  as  the  shops  were  all 

I I  was,  however,  absolutely  nece5sar>-  for  him  to  get  some,  tliat  lie  miglil  [iracv 
food  the  next  day  for  hitnself  and  his  family,  by  going  10  fish  two  hours  "    ' 
daylight.     He  expressed  his  vexation  to  his  wife,  and  sent  her  to  ask  his 
boiirs  to  supply  his  want 

The  wife  obeyed  her  husband  :  she  went  hrom  door  to  door  on  both  sides  of 
street,  but  could  not  get  any  lead.  She  carried  back  this  answer  lo  her  husfaira 
who  asked  her,  naming  many  of  his  neighbours,  if  she  h.-ui  knocked  at  thi 
doors.  .She  said  slie  tiad.  " And  at  Hassan  Alhabbal's r "  added  he.  ''I  wjf 
lay  a  wag^  you  have  not  been  there."  ''  Il  is  true,"  replied  the  wife,  "  I  hivt 
not  been  there,  because  it  is  so  far  off;  and  if  I  had  taken  the  trouble  of  goinf 
there,  do  you  think  I  should  have  met  with  any  ?  I  know  by  expchencfi  his  hoam 
is  exactly  the  place  to  which  you  should  go  when  you  want  nothing."  "That 
does  noi'signify,'*  said  the  fisherman  :  "you  are  a  lazy  creature;  t  wish  yo«  to  f» 
there :  though  you  have  been  a  hundred  times  mthouc  meeting  what  \tM  wcat  Ml 
search  of,  you  will  now  perhaps  find  there  the  lead  that  I  want.  I  de^rc  yoi^ 
therefore,  to  jjo." 

The  fisherman's  wife  went  out  grumbling  and  scolding,  and  come  and  knodcd 
at  my  door.  I  had  been  some  time  asleep,  but  I  awoke  and  asked  what  ibe 
wanted.  *'  Hassan  /Uhabbal,"  said  the  woman,  raismg  her  voice,  "  my  hiNhaad 
wants  a  tittle  bit  of  lead  to  mend  his  nets:  and  if  by  chance  }'oa  have  any,  be 
begs  you  will  give  him  a  piece." 

The  [Mece  cf  lend  Sxid  h.td  ^ven  me  was  so  fresh  in  my  memory,  espeaaDy 
after  what  had  happened  to  me  m  undressing,  that  I  could  not  have  forsotten  iL 
I  answered  my  neighbour  that  I  had  some,  and  if  she  would  wait  j  momcnl^ 
my  wife  should  bring  it  her.    My  wife,  who  was  also  awakened  In-  the  nots^ 
and  by  feeling  about,  found  the  lead  in  the  place  where  I  told  her  it  wu. 
half  opened  the  door  and  gave  it  to  her  neighbour. 

The  liihcrman's  wife  was  delighted  at  not  having  come  so  far  In  *ain.    "  Sa^ 
hour,"  said  she  lo  my  wife.  "  the  scr^-icc  \-ou  have  done  my  husband  and  me  ii 
so  great,  that  I  promise  you  all  the  fish  my  husband  sii.ill  catch  in  the  &cx 
of  his  nets,  and  I  assure  you  lie  will  make  good  my  wordss" 

The  fi&hemian,  charmed  to  tind  beyond  his  hopes  the  lead  be  so  oia£^  moia^ 
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approved  the  promise  his  wife  made  us.  "  I  ukc  it  >-er>'  kindly  of  you,"  said  he; 
"  you  have  done  just  as  I  should."  He  finished  mending  his  nets,  and  went  to 
fish  two  hours  before  daylight,  as  usual.  In  the  first  throw  of  his  ncis  he  caught 
only  one  tish,  but  it  was  more  than  a  foot  long,  and  Ui^e  In  proportion ;  he  had 
■fierwuds  many  other  drauf^hts,  which  were  all  successful,  but  the  fish  were 
much  smalto  than  the  first  he  caught— there  was  but  one  that  came  near  it  in 
point  of  stzcL 

When  the  Ashcnnan  had  done  Bshing  and  returned  home,  his  first  care  was  to 
think  of  me :  and  I  vns  irxtrcmcly  surprised,  as  I  w.ts  at  work,  to  sec  him  come 
towards  me,  bringing  this  lish.  "  .W-ifjhbuur,"  said  he.  "my  wife  promised  you 
last  ni);\n  all  the  fi»h  that  I  caught  in  the  first  throw  of  my  nets,  as  an  acknow* 
ledgracnt  for  ilie  servire  you  have  done  us.  and  1  approved  her  promise.  Cod 
sent  me  only  this  one  for  you,  and  I  beg  you  to  accept  it :  if  He  li.id  pleased  to 
fill  my  nets  'h*y  would  in  like  manner  have  been  yours.  Take  il,  I  entreat  you, 
such  as  it  is,  with  as  much  good-will  as  if  it  had  been  more  considerable." 

"  Neighbour,"  replied  1,  '"the  piece  of  lead  I  sent  you  is  so  mere  a  tnfie  that 
it  docs  not  deserve  such  a  return.  Neighbours  ought  to  assist  each  other  ;  I 
have  only  done  for  you  what  I  should  suppose  you  would  do  for  mc  on  a  tike 
oceasjoti.  I  should,  therefore^  refuse  your  pre^nt  if  1  were  not  persuaded  you 
ha-ve  a  pleasure  in  making  it.  I  even  think  you  would  be  oRendcd  if  I  treated 
>-ou  in  uiis  manner.  I  take  it,  then,  since  you  wish  me  to  do  so,  and  I  thank  you 
for  it-' 

Our  civilities  ended  there,  and  I  carried  the  fish  to  my  wife.  "  Take  this  fish," 
said  I^ "  that  our  neighbour,  the  fishemun,  has  just  brought  me  in  return  for  the 
piece  ofle-id  that  he  last  night  sent  lousfor.  It  is,  I  believe,  all  we  have  to  hope 
uora  the  present  Saad  made  me  yesterday,  though  he  promised  mc  it  would  bring 
me  good  luck.'*  1  then  told  her  1  had  again  seen  the  two  friends,  and  what  had 
pasKd  between  them  and  mc. 

My  wife  was  embarrassed  at  the  sight  of  so  large  a  fish.  "  What  would  you 
hare  me  do  with  it  ?"  said  she.  '*  Our  gridiron  is  only  fit  to  broil  small  fish,  and 
we  ha^'e  not  anything  large  enough  to  boil  it  in." 

In  cleaning  tne  fish,  my  wife  took  from  its  entrails  a  large  diamond,  which  she 
supposed  to  be  glass.  She  had  heard  of  diamonds,  but  oxn  if  she  had  seen  or 
handled  ihcm,  she  would  not  have  had  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  matter  to  have 
made  the  distinction.  She  gave  it  to  the  youngest  of  our  children  as  a  pla)-thing, 
and  her  brothers  and  sisters  ^'ho  wished  to  sec  it  and  handle  it  by  turns,  gave 
it  to  one  another  to  .idmirc  us  beamy  .■md  brilliancy. 

At  night,  when  the  l-imp  was  lighted,  our  children,  who  continued  their  sport 
of  parting  with  the  diamond  to  look  at  it  by  turns,  perceived  that  it  bccime 
bri^iter  in  proportion  as  my  wife  hid  the  light  of  the  lamp  by  carrying  it  about 
to  prepare  tac  supper,  and  this  made  the  children  snatch  it  from  one  another  to 
try  the  experiment.  But  tlic  little  ones  cried  wlicn  the  great  ones  did  not  give 
tncm  so  much  time  to  look  at  it  as  they  wished,  and  they  were  obliged  to  let  them 
have  it  to  appease  them. 

As  Irii1es.-irecapablciif  amusing  children, and  causing  disputes  amongst  them, 
which  often  happen,  neither  my  wife  nor  I  paid  any  aiiention  lo  what  was  the 
sabject  of  this  noise  and  bunle,  with  which  they  almost  stunned  us.  It  ceased 
V  last  when  the  bigger  children  were  placed  at  table  to  sup  with  us,  and  my  wife 
^hadnven  the  little  one5  their  share. 

Aner  supper  the  children  got  together,  and  began  again  to  make  the  same 
^oise  as  before.  1  then  inquired  what  they  were  dispuling  about ;  I  called  the 
•^dcst  to  me.  and  asked  him  what  was  the  reason  ihey  made  so  much  noise. 
■~  Father,"  said  he,  "  it  is  en  account  of  a  piece  of  gtaw,  which  shines  brightest 
"'when  wr  turn  our  backs  lo  the  lamp.''  1  made  him  bring  it  me,  and  tried  the 
■^wpcriineni  myself.    This  appeared  to  mc  very  extraordinary,  and  led  mc  to  ask 


my  wife  what  this  piece  of  glass  was.    **  I  don't  know,"  said  she ;  **  tl  is  a  piccr 
of  glass  1  look  out  of  ihe  belly  of  Uie  fish  in  cleaning  it" 

1  did  not  imagine  any  more  ttia^n  &he  did  ihat  it  was  anything  bat  a  piece  of 
glass.  1  nevertheless  carried  my  experiment  a  little  further  :  I  bid  my  wife  Uiie 
tbc  lamp  in  the  chimney.  She  did  so,  .ind  I  saw  the  supposed  piece  of  dbu 
avc  so  great  a  light  tliat  ne  could  linve  done  without  the  hmp  logo  to  bed  by. 
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made  her  |nit  it  out,  and  I  placed  the  piece  of  glass  at  the  edge  of  the  ct 
I  give  us  light     "  Here."  said  1,  "  is  anoihcr  advantage 


to  give  us  light     **  Here."  said  i,  "  is  anoihcr  advantage  lh.i(  the  piece  of  lew 
my  friend  S,i.id  gave  me  procures  us,  in  savm)^  us  the  expense  of  oil." 

When  my  children  saw  that  I  had  extinguished  the  lamp,  and  that  the  piece 
of  glass  supplied  the  place  of  it,  tins  wonder  excited  so  much  admiration  amungw 
them  that  they  shouted  so  loud  as  to  be  heard  throughout  the  neiglibouriioo& 
My  wife  and  I  increased  the  noise  by  tr>-ing  to  make  Ihcm  hold  their  S*«liyT*% 
and  wc  could  not  entirely  carry  our  [>oint  till  they  were  in  bed  and  aslee|K  after 
ha%ing  entertained  themselves  a  considerable  time  in  their  way  with  the  woniScTlal 
light  of  the  piece  of  glass. 

My  unfe  and  I  went  to  bed  soon  after  them,  and  1  went  to  my  woric  u  usmI 
early  ihencxt  morning,  \Tithout  thinking  anymore  of  the  pieceofglau.  Itoimot 
appear  strange  that  this  should  hapjien  to  a  man  like  me,  who  was  acnutOBVil 
to  see  glass,  and  who  had  never  seen  diamonds,  and  if  1  had  seen  them  I  didi 
know  enough  about  them  to  be  acquainted  with  their  value. 

I  must  inform  your  majest)-  in  tliis  place,  that  between  my  house  msA  thai  i 
my  nearest  neighbour  there  was  only  a  ver>'  slight  partition  of  lath  and  ptuiL  . 
which  separated  us.    TJiis  house  belonged  to  a  very  rich  Jew,  by  trade  a  )c««Der^ 
and  the  room  in  which  he  and  his  wife  slept  joined  the  partition.     Tney 
already  in  bed  and  asleep,  when  my  children  made  the  grratrit  tMbe. ' 
awoke  them,  and  it  was  a  long  time  before  they  could  get  to  sleep  again. 

The  next  day,  the  Jew's  wife,  as  much  in  her  husband's  as  her  own 

dimr 
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came  to  complain  to  my  wife  how  much  their  Brst  sleep  had  been 
"  My  good  Rachel "  (so  the  Jew's  wife  was  called),  said  my  wife,  *'  I  un 
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Tor  what  has  happened,  and  I  hope  you  will  excuse  it.  You  know  what  children 
are  :  a  irilic  will  make  ihcm  laugh  and  a  irille  will  make  ihern  cry.  Come  in,  and 
1  will  show  you  the  cause  of  your  complaint." 

'Vttc  Jewess  entered,  and  iny  wife  took  up  the  dliinond,  since  in  short  it  was 
one,  and  a  vcn.'  !>in};ular  one.  It  was  still  on  the  chimneypiece.  She  then  gave 
it  to  her.  "  Sec  here,"  Kiid  she,  "  it  was  this  piece  of  glass  which  caused  all  the 
noise  you  heard  last  niffht."  Whilst  the  Jewess,  who  was  acquainted  with  all 
virts  of  slone-s  was  examining  this  diiiniond  witli  admiration,  my  wile  told  her 
how  she  had  found  it  in  the  Belly  of  a  rish,  and  everything  that  had  happened 
respecting  il 

When  my  wife  had  done  speaking,  the  Jewess,  who  knew  her  name,  said,  in 
returning  the  diamond  to  her,  "  Aishach,  I  ihtnk  with  you  (hat  it  is  nothing  but 
^oss,  but  as  it  is  better  glass  than  common,  and  as  I  have  a  mece  which  verj- 
much  resembles  it,  which  I  sometimes  wear,  and  will  match  wiui  it,  I  will  buy  it 
of  you  if  vou  will  sell  it"  My  children,  who  heard  the  selling  of  their  plaything 
talked  of,  broke  in  upon  their  conversation  by  crying  out  and  b^png  their 
mother  to  keep  it,  and  to  pacify  them  she  was  forced  to  promise  not  to  part 
trilh  it. 

The  Jcwesi,  obliged  to  go  away,  went  out,  and  before  she  left  my  wife,  who 
went  with  her  to  the  door,  she  begged  her,  in  a  low  voice,  if  she  intended 
jelling  the  piece  of  glass,  not  to  let  anybody  see  it  without  giving  her  notice 
of  iL 

The  Jew  \\-ent  to  his  shop  early  in  the  morning,  which  was  in  that  quarter  of 
the  town  set  apart  for  jewellers.     His  wife  went  to  him,  and  told  him  the  dis- 
covery ^he  hnd  iu>it  made.     She  gave  him  an  account  of  the  site,  of  nearly  the 
weight,  the  beauty,  the  fine  water,  and  the  brightness  of  the  diamond,  and.  above 
aH,  of  tlie  singular  property  which,  fmm  my  wife's  account,  it  had  of  shining  in 
the  night— a  relation  the  more  credible  as  it  appeared  to  be  artless.    The  Jew 
sent  back  bis  wife,  ordering  her  to  treat  with  mine  for  it,  to  otfer  at  first  such  a 
Infling  sum  as  she  might  judge  proper,  and  to  augment  it  in  proportion  to  the 
difficiuties  she  found  ;  and,  in  short,  to  purchase  Uie  diamond,  let  the  price  tx 
what  it  would. 

The  Jewess,  according  to  her  husband's  direction,  spoke  to  my  wife  in  private. 
without  waiting  to  know  whether  she  wii«  determined  to  sell  the  di.imond,  and 
a^ked  her  whether  she  would  take  twenty  pieces  of  gold  for  it.  For  a  piece  of 
^Iass,  as  she  supposed  it  to  be,  my  wife  thought  this  a  considerable  sum.  She 
mmld  not,  however,  ^ve  her  an  answer,  but  only  told  the  Jewess  she  could  not 
llflicn  to  her  proposal  till  she  had  first  spoken  to  mc. 

During  this  transaction  I  left  work,  and  went  home  to  dinner  whilst  they  were 
talking  at  tlie  door.  My  wife  stopped  mc,  and  askcil  mc  if  I  would  consent  (o 
Sell  the  piece  of  glass  she  found  in  the  belly  of  tlic  fish  fiir  twenty  pieces  of  Kw'tl, 
Which  the  Jewess  our  neighbour  had  otVcrtJ  for  it.  I  did  not  Kive  iin  hnmcniale 
^Aswer  ;  I  reflertcdon  the  certainty  with  which  Saad  h-td  promised  me,  in  givmg 
«ne  the  pieceof  le.id.  thai  it  would  make  my  fortune.  And  as  thcjewess  thought 
»tiy  silence  arose  from  the  contempt  in  which  I  held  the  sum  she  offered, "  Kcigh- 
^our,"  wid  she,  *'  1  will  gi%-c  you  fifty  pieces  for  it ;  will  that  satisfy  vou  ?" 

As  I  saw  the  Jewess  so  oiiickly  raised  the  sum  from  twenty  to  fifty  [ueces  of 
^old,  I  kept  firm,  and  (old  her  she  w.is  far  below  the  price  for  which  I  expected 
»o  sell  it.  **  Neighbour,"  replied  she, "'  take  a  hundred  pieces  of  gold  :  it  is  a  great 
«]eal  of  money.  1  do  not  even  know  whether  my  husband  will  approve  my  oAcr- 
ing  sn  rauch.^  At  this  new  rise.  I  told  htr  that  I  would  have  a  hundred  thousand 
piecM  of  gold  for  it :  that  I  saw  th;it  the  di:imond  was  worth  more,  but  tn  please 
6er  .nnd  her  husband,  who  were  our  nciiihlxmrs.  I  would  be  contented  with  this 
«uin,  which  1  would  certainly  have  for  it ;  and  if  they  refused  to  take  it  at  that 
brirCr  other  je^^■cUers  would  give  mc  more. 
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The  lewcss  herself  confinncd  me  in  my  determination  by  the  hmsle  >he  sbowtd 
to  conclude  the  bar^n,  by  otfering  repeatedly  as  far  as  mty  thousand  pieces  of 
gold,  which  I  rcfustML  "  I  dare  not,"  ^id  she, "  ofler  more  without  my  huatnnd'i 
leave ;  he  will  rctuni  to-niylit,  and  I  shall  take  it  as  a  favour  i|_>'0«  '^'iJl  bave 

Eaticncc  Id  wait  till  Ite  \\.xi  spoken  tu  you  and  seen  the  diamond."  This  i  promised 
cr  I  would  do. 

At  nii^ht,  when  the  Jew  came  home,  he  learned  from  his  wife  the  Utile  progrMi 
she  h.-id  made  with  my  uifc  or  ivitb  me,  the  oflfer  «he  had  tempted  us  with  of  ikc 
fift)' thouKind  pieces  of  pold,  and  the  favour  she  had  asked  me.  The  Jewwatdbed 
the  lime  I  left  work,  and  came  into  mv  house.  '*  Neighbour  Hassan,"  said  he, 
on  approaching  me,  '*  will  you  be  kind  enough  to  show  me  the  diamond  that  your 
wife  showed  to  mine  ?"     1  dc:>ircd  hini  tu  come  in,  :tnd  showed,  it  him. 

As  it  was  almost  dark,  and  the  lamp  not  yet  lighted,  he  knew  immediately  b? 
the  light  the  diamond  g''^'*i  -"^"^  ^y  'i^  grC'ii  brighlncss  in  the  palm  nf  m>  hand, 
which  was  illuminated  by  it,  that  his  wife  had  given  him  a  true  acrounL  He  toc^ 
it,  and  after  having  examined  it  a  long  time,  and  constantly  admiring  it, "  Well, 
neighbour."  said  he,  "my  mfe  lells  me  she  has  offered  you  tifty  thousand  piscn 
of  gold  ;  but  that  you  may  be  satisfied,  I  offer  you  twenty  ihousaod  mare." 
"  Neighbour,"  returned  I,  "your  wife  might  have  told  you  that  the  price  I  haw 
set  upon  it  is  a  hundred  thousand  ;  you  must  gi\-e  me  that,  or  tlie  diamood  will 
reroam  with  me  ;  there  is  no  medium."  He  bargained  a  long  time,  in  hopes  I 
should  take  something  less  for  it,  but  he  could  not  %t\  me  to  make  any  anK' 
ment ;  and  the  fear  he  had  that  I  should  show  it  i»  other  jewellers,  iLs  indoed  I 
should  have  done, determined  him  not  tn leave  nne  till  the  bargain  was  coodndtd 
at  my  onu  price.  He  told  me  he  had  not  a  hundred  thousand  piece*  of  gold  is 
his  house,  but  that  the  next  day  at  the  same  hour  he  would  deposit  the  wiuwe  som. 
and  he  brought  me  that  very  day  two  bags  of  a  thousand  pieces  each  in  order  to 
secure  tlic  bargam. 

The  next  day,  whether  the  Jew  borrowed  monev  of  his  friends,  or  wbetbcr  be 
was  one  of  a  ominany  of  jewellers,  I  know  not :  be  that  as  it  ma>,  be  paid  vat 
the  sum  of  a  hundred  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  which  he  brought  roe  at  the  tUK 
he  engaged  for,  and  1  delivered  up  tlic  diamond. 

The  sale  of  the  diamond  being  thus  concluded,  and  I  become  rich,  iatoilih 
beyond  my  hopes,  I  returned  thanks  to  God  for  His  goodness  and  Hts  bomnr,'  1 
should  tiave  gone  and  thrown  myself  at  the  feet  of  Saatl,  to  have  testified  ny 
gratitude,  had  1  knoivn  where  he  lived.  1  should  have  done  the  same  with  lespect 
to  Saadi.iowhom  in  the  iirst  instance  I  was  indebted  for  my  happn^^t  allhtHyfc 
his  good  intention's  towards  me  were  not  successful. 

1  thought  aftcnvards  of  the  proper  use  I  ought  to  make  of  9e  ron^derahle  a 
sum  of  mone>'.    My  wife,  whose  head  was  already  filled  with  \\  ■    ■  '  omaen 

to  her  sex,  wished  me  to  buy  directly  handsome  clothes  for  herse  :  bildras 

to  purchase  a  house,  and  furnish  it  with  elegance.  "  Wife,"  Kfid  1 , "  ti  is  aot  with 
these  sort  of  expenses  that  wc  ought  to  begin  :  trust  to  me,  what  you  ask  jmu  ■faaO 
have  in  time.  Although  the  use  of  money  ib  to  expend  it.  we  must  uMniiheteM 
pTx>ceed  in  such  a  way  that  we  may  have  a  fund  from  which  we  may  dnw  will^ 
out  the  fear  of  its  being  exhausted  :  this  engages  my  mind, and  to-awrrow  I  ibafl 
set  about  establishing  thi^  fund." 

1  employed  the  whole  of  the  following  day  in  going  lo  a  set  of  good  wuttinca 
of  my  own  trade,  who  were  in  better  circum stances  th.in  I  had  faltbertn  faeett,aod 
giving  them  mone>-  in  advance,  1  engaged  them  to  work  for  me  in  diffieroil  Uadt 
of  ropemaking.  each  accordmg  to  ihcir  ability  .md  power,  with  a  procoiw  ihM  la 
make  them  wait,  but  to  be  punctual  in  p:iymg  tliem  for  their  UKmr,  am 
to  the  work  they  did  for  me.  The  day  after,  1  made  the  sana 
other  ropcmakers  of  this  sort  to  work  f«r  me ;  and  since  that  l .  i 

Bagdad  are  employed  by  tne,  well  satisfied  with  my  exactness  m  pcrfuRwaf 
pEomise. 


The  Hisi&ry  o/Ce^ia  Hassan  Aiht^bai. 


663 


As  this  jjreai  number  of  workmen  must  produce  work  in  proportion,  I  hired 
relioiise*  in  (lir'fcrcnt  places,  and  in  each  1  placed  a  clerk,  as  much  to  receive 
"^Ihe  work  as  to  sell  it  by  wholesale  and  retail,  and  soon  by  this  loeihod  my  profits 
and  revenue  were  considerable. 

After^«'ard«,  tn  order  10  bring  my  warehouses  together,  which  were  much  dis- 
persed, I  bought  a  very  large  house,  which  occupied  a  ffreat  space  of  ground,  but 
which  was  in  a  ruinous  state.  I  pulled  it  down,  ana  in  its  pLice  1  buili  that 
which  your  majesty  saw  yesterday  ;  but  however  handsome  it  may  appear,  it  con- 
tains only  n  aiehou&cs  which  arc  necessary  to  mc,  and  such  aparinients  a&  1  n-anc 
(or  mj-SK-'tf  and  family. 

Sonic  time  had  parsed  after  I  had  left  my  former  small  house  to  6ii  myself  in 
m.j  new  house,  when  Saadi  and  Saad,  who  had  not  thoueht  of  me  till  that  time, 
remembered  me,  and  agreed  to  inquire  after  me.  One  day,  passing  through  the 
street  in  their  walk  where  they  had  formerly  seen  me,  they  were  much  astonished 
not  to  find  mc  cmploved  in  my  small  trade  of  ropemaking.  as  they  had  before  seen 
me.  They  asked  wKat  had  become  of  me,  and  whether  I  was  livmg  or  dead. 
Tbew  wonder  mcrcascd  when  they  heard  that  he  they  mquircd  after  was  become 
a  veT>'  great  merchant,  and  was  no  longer  called  smiply  Hassan,  but  Cogia  Ha&san 
Alhabbal.  ttiat  is  to  say.  the  merchanl  Hassan  ihe  rupeniaker,  and  who  liad  built 
in  a  street,  which  was  niL-ntioned,  a  house  that  had  the  appearance  of  a  palace. 

The  iwn  friends  c.ime  into  this  street  in  search  of  mc,  and  in  the  way,  as  Saadi 
could  not  conceive  that  the  piece  of  lead  Saad  had  given  me  wa^  ihe  toundation 
of  so  lar^e  a  fortune, "  I  am  extremely  happy,"  said  he  to  .Saad, "  at  having  made 
Cfae  fortune  of  Hassan  Alhabbal,  but  I  cannot  approve  of  the  two  falsehoods  he 
told  mc.  to  draw  from  mc  four  hundred  pieces  of  gold  instead  of  two  hundred  ; 
lor  to  attribute  his  wealth  to  the  piece  of  lead  you  gave  him  is  impussiblc,  and 
oobody  any  mure  than  myself  could  suppose  it. ' 

^  That  19  your  idea,"  renlicd  Saad,  "  but  I  am  of  a  different  opinion,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  >t>u  should  no  Cogia  Hassan  tlie  injustice  to  suppose  him  a  liar. 
Vou  will  pennit  me  to  think  be  told  you  the  truth,  and  that  the  piece  of  lead  I 
«ne  him  was  the  sole  cause  of  his  good  fortime;  but  this  is  a  matter  which 
Cogia  Hassan  nill  soon  explain  to  us." 

Engaged  in  such  conversation  as  this,  the  two  friends  entered  the  street  in 
which  my  house  is  situated.  Tliey  asked  which  it  was,  and  were  shuwn  it.  In 
looking  at  the  front,  they  could  hardly  believe  they  were  not  misLiken.  They 
knocked  at  the  door,  and  my  porter  opened  it.  Saadi,  who  w-as  fcirful  of  com- 
mitting an  incivility  if  he  took  ihc  house  of  a  man  of  high  rank  for  that  he  was 
m  search  of,  said  to  the  porter, "  Tliey  have  pointed  this  house  out  to  mc  for  that 
of  Cogia  Hassan  Alhabbal ;  tell  us  whether  we  are  mistaken."  "  No,  sir,  you  ore 
not  mistaken,"  answered  the  porter,  opening  the  door  still  ■"■ider;  "it  is  his 
house.  Walk  in;  he  is  in  his  apartment,  and  you  will  hnd  among  the  servants 
some  one  to  announce  you." 

The  two  friends  were  introduced,  and  I  knew  them  again  the  moment  I  saw 
them.  I  arose  from  my  scat,  ran  to  them,  and  would  have  kissed  the  border  of 
tlieir  robe.  They  prevented  mc.  and  I  was  obliged,  in  spite  of  myself,  to  suffer 
them  to  embrace  me-  I  begged  them  to  be  sealed  on  a  lar;ge  sofa,  at  the 
same  time  pointing  to  a  smaller  one  for  four  people,  which  was  placed  nearer 
TOf  garden.  I  retjuested  them  to  take  the  upper  place,  but  they  wished  me  to 
occupy  it 

"  Licnilcnien.'*  said  I  to  them, "  1  have  not  forgotten  that  I  am  the  poor  Hassan 
Alhabbal.  and  were  I  any  other,  and  even  not  under  tlic  obligations  to  you  that 
I  am,  I  know  what  is  due  to  you :  I  entreat  you,  therefore,  not  to  over%«'helm  me 
with  confusion."  They  took  their  proper  places,  and  I  took  mine  opposite  to 
them.  Saadi  then  bejian  the  conversation ;  and  addressing'  me, "  Cogia  Hassan," 
said  he,  "  J  cannot  express  the  pleasure  I  feel  in  seeing  you  nearly  in  the  siiua- 
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tion  I  wished  you  when  1  made  yon  the  present — I  do  not  speak  of  it  to  repfoach 
you — of  iJic  two  hundred  pieces  of  gold  which  1  gave  you  oath  time,  and  1  net 
pcr&tiaded  thai  the  four  hundred  pieces  have  made  ihe  wonderful  rhangc  in  yttur 
fonune  which  1  sec  with  bO  much  satii»fuclion.  One  thing  only  yu'ca  roe  ctra- 
ccm,  which  IS.  that  1  cannot  understand  what  reason  you  could  have  had  (tJ 
twice  concealing  the  tnnh  from  me,  in  alleging  the  losses  you  met  uith  by  acci- 
dents which  then  appeared,  and  still  appear  to  ciCt  incredible  Was  It  tlui 
when  w^e  saw  you  the  lait  lime  you  had  made  so  little  progress  in  bettenng  >our 
circumstances  unih  the  tH'o  sums,  that  you  were  aaKaincd  to  conlns  it ;  I 
cannot  but  believe  it  was  so,  and  J  think  you  are  going  to  coafirra  mc  in  wtf 
opinion." 

Saad  listened  to  tliis  conversation  with  great  impatience,  not  (o  uy  mdi{U- 
tion,  whieh  lie  expressed  l>y  r.islin^  down  his  eyes  and  shaking  his  head. 

He  sulTered  him,  however,  in  finish  his  speech  without  opening  his  lips.  When 
he  had  dune,  •'  Saadi,"  said  he.  "  pardon  mc  if,  bctonc  Cogia  Hassan  answcn 
you,  I  speak  first,  to  tell  ynu  that  1  am  surprised  at  your  preposscision  agamsc 
his  sinccniy,  and  that  you  persist  in  not  giving  credit  to  the  assurances  he  for- 
merly gave  >ou.  1  liavc  already  told  you,  and  I  now  repeat  il,  that  1  ac  first 
beUcvcd  him,  upon  the  ptam  recital  of  the  two  accidenu  which  liappcocd  lo 
him;  and  ^ay  what  yuu  will,  I  am  sure  they  were  true,  liut  let  bitii  speak;  we 
shall  be  informed  by  himself  which  of  us  two  have  done  him  justice," 

After  what  the  Iwo  friends  had  spoken  I  began,  and,  addressing  them  both, 
"  Gentlemen."  said  I  to  them,  *"  I  should  condemn  myself  to  a  perpetual  ailenca 
concerning  the  explanation  you  require  of  me,  were  1  not  certain  that  (he  dispute 
you  have  had  on  my  account  is  not  capable  of  breaking  the  tic  ol  friendship 
u'hich  unites  your  hearts,  1  will  then  explain  myself,  since  you  desire  it,  but  nm 
I  protest  to  you  it  is  with  the  same  sincerity'  diat  I  formerly  made  known  to  ytn 
what  had  happened  to  me."  I  then  exactly  related  the  circumil.inces  to  them 
as  your  majesty  has  heard  them,  without  forgetting  the  most  trifling  pan. 

My  protestations  made  not  the  least  impression  on  the  mind  of  Saadi,  oor 
did  they  tend  to  lessen  his  prejudices.  When  I  had  ceased  speakm^.  **  Cokul 
Hassan."  replied  he, "  the  adventure  of  the  fish  and  of  the  diamond  found  in  fab 
belly  appears  to  be  as  incredible  as  the  turban's  being  carried  olY  by  the  Ulc 
and  the  jar  of  bran  being  exchanged  for  the  fullers'  cartli.  But  be  that  as  it 
may,  1  am  not  less  convinced  that  you  are  no  longer  poor,  but  rich ;  aiicl  u  taif 
sole  intention  was  that  you  should  become  so  by  my  means,  I  am  most  sinccrdy 
Kjoiced  at  it." 

As  it  grew  lite,  they  rose  to  take  leave.  I  got  up  also^  and  stopping  tbem, 
"  Gentlemen,"  said  1  to  them,  "  suffer  me  to  reouest  a  favour  of  you,  and  I  cntrm 
you  not  to  refuse  me ;  it  is,  that  you  will  permit  me  to  have  the  honour  of  givla| 
you  a  frugal  supper,  and  afterwards  each  a  bed,  that  I  may  carry  yoa  lo-mocrow, 
by  water,  to  a  small  house  that  1  have  purchased  in  the  country  to  enjoy  the  ak 
occasionally,  from  whence  I  will  bring  you  back  by  land  the  same  day.funuihiBK 
Vou  both  with  horses  from  my  stable."  '*  If  Saad  has  not  business  which  caOs 
him  elsewhere,"  said  Saadi,  "  I  most  readily  consent  to  it,"  "  I  have  iwt  any," 
replied  Sa.id,  "that  can  interfere  with  my  enjoying  your  company.  We  moM, 
then,"  continued  he,  "  send  to  your  house  and  mmc.  to  let  our  famihcs  ksow  that 
they  may  not  expert  us."  I  sent  for  a  slave,  and  whilst  they  gave  htm  this  CM»- 
mission  I  ordered  supper. 

Whilst  supper  was  preparing  1  showed  every  part  of  my  house  to  tny  facac- 
fictors,  who  found  it  very  large  and  well  .idapicd  to  my  simanon.  I  call  tfaem 
Iwth  my  iK-ncfactors  without  distinction,  for  without  "  '  '^  '  hid  new 
given  me  the  piece  of  lead ;  and  but  for  Saad,  Saadi  '^  klreaaed 

himself  to  me.  to  give  mc  the  four  hundred  pieces  of  ^<.iu.  «..  lm  •  ^^.•aa^  as 
the  Murcenf  my  happiness.    I  kd  them  back  to  the  same  toom,  when  Etwy 
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asked  me  man)'  questions  upon  the  particulars  of  my  business;  and  my  answers 
were  such  th.it  ihey  apfK-Mrctl  fully  satisfied  with  my  conduct. 

We  were  at  length  inrnrmcd  th.it  supper  wa*  served.  A*  the  table  was  set  in 
mother  apartment,  I  conducted  thein  there.  They  were  much  plcaied  with  the 
manner  in  uhich  it  M'as  lighted  up,  also  with  the  neatness  of  the  room  and  the 
sideboard,  and.  above  all,  with  the  dishes,  which  they  found  extremely  to  their 
taste.  I  treated  them  also  widi  vocal  and  instrumcniaJ  music  during  the  repast ; 
and  when  supper  was  removed,  I  introduced  a  company  of  dancers  'hi  both  sexes, 
and  other  amusements,  endeavouring  to  show  my  benefactors  as  much  as  pos>ible 
bow  penetratct)  t  wa»  uiili  gratitude  towards  them. 

The  next  day,  as  I  had  tixed  with  Saadi  and  Saad  to  set  out  early  in  the 
morning,  that  we  might  enjoy  the  freshness  of  it,  we  were  at  the  water's  side 
before  the  sun  rose.  Wc  cmb.irkcd  in  a  very*  neat  boat,  spread  with  carpeu, 
which  waited  for  us ;  and  by  favour  of  six  good  rowers  and  the  current  of  the 
water,  in  itbout  an  hour  and  a  half  we  arrt^'ed  at  my  countf)*  house. 

On  hu)diii^'.  the  two  friends  stopped,  less  to  behold  the  beauty  uf  Oie  outside 
of  the  biiildjng  than  to  admire  its  advanl-igeous  situation  in  point  of  prospect, 
which  was  neither  too  much  bounded  nor  too  extensive,  but  pleasing  on  ever>' 
tide.  I  carried  them  tbmugh  the  apanments  ;  I  made  them  remark  how  well 
the  rooms  were  connected  one  with  another,  and  with  the  offices  and  other  con- 
veaiences  ;  and  they  thought  the  whole  cheerful  and  ptc-isant 

Wo  went  afterwards  into  the  garden,  where  they  were  most  pleased  with  a 
mjvcofcvcT)' kind  of  orange  and  citron-trees,  planted  at  equal  distances  in  walks, 
ocarinK  fruit  and  tlowcrs,  which  perfumed  the  air.  and  each  ircv  watered  sepa- 
rately DV  a  |ier(»elua!  stream  of  water  conveyed  directly  from  the  river.     The 
shade,  tne  freshness,  even  in  the  gre-itesl  heat  of  the  sun,  the  gentle  murmur  of 
ihc  water,  tlie  harmonious  warbling  of  an  infinite  number  of  birds,  and  many  other 
tieltgbtful  tilings,  struck  them  sa  much,  that  they  stopped  almost  at  every  step, 
aomctiincs  to  ex-press  their  obligation  to  mc  for  liavmg  brought   them  Into  so 
<]elicious  a  place,  ^umelinics  to  congraltdatc  me  on  the  purchase  I  had  made,  and 
to  pay  me  many  uiber  obiii;ing  compliments. 

1  cirried  them  to  the  end  of  this  grove,  which  is  ver>'  lon^  and  extensive,  where 
I  pointed  out  to  Ihem  a  wood  of  large  trees  that  terminated  my  garden  ;  I  then 
Ird  them  In  a  small  room,  open  on  all  sides,  but  shaded  by  clumps  of  palm- 
trees,  which  did  not  intercept  the  prospecL  1  invited  them  to  enter  and  repose 
tiiemselves  there,  on  a  sofa  covered  with  carpets  and  cushions. 

Two  of  my  sons,  whom  wc  had  found  in  the  house,  and  whom  1  had  sent  there 
>vilh  their  preceptor  some  time  before  for  the  bcnclit  of  the  air,  quitted  us  on 
tenicring  the  grove  ;  and,  as  they  were  looking  for  birds'  nests,  the>'pcrcei>'ed  one 
amongst  Ihe  branches  of  a  lar^e  tree.  They  were  at  first  tempted  to  climb  it ; 
^t  as  thc>-  had  neither  strength  nor  skill  for  such  an  undertakmg^  they  showed 
t  to  a  slave  I  h.id  given  ihcm,  who  .ilways  attended  them,  and  desired  him  to 
It. 
The  slave  climbed  the  tree,  and  when  he  was  got  to  the  nest,  he  was  mach 
.bed  to  sec  it  was  built  m  a  turban.  He  brought  away  the  nest  ju»t  as  it 
came  don-n  from  the  tree,  and  showed  the  turban  to  my  children  ;  but  as  be 
I  should  like  to  see  it  also,  he  told  them  so,  and  gave  it  to  my  eldest  son 
to  me.  I  saw  them  at  a  distance  running  to  mc  with  an  expression  of 
re^  common  in  children  who  have  found  a  nest ;  and  presenting  it  to  me. 
Father,"  said  the  eldest,  "do  you  see  this  nest  in  a  turb-in  ?"  Saadi  and  Saad 
^i^cre  not  less  siirprined  than  1  w.-is  at  this  no\'elly ;  but  I  was  much  more  as- 
onishcd  th.in  they  were,  in  recogniiing  the  ven'  turban  that  the  ktic  had  carried 
Lway  from  me.  In  the  midft  of  my  wonder,  auer  I  had  examined  u  and  turned 
It  everv'  way,  I  asked  the  two  friends  if  tJiey  bad  any  recollection  of  the  turban  I 
^orc  the  day  they  iir>ii  did  mc  the  honour  of  accostmg  mc.  
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"I  do  not  suppose,"  returned  S&ad,  "(hat  Sxidi,  any  more  than  1,  paid  as| 
attention  to  it ;  hji  neither  Ke  nor  I  can  doubt,  if  the  hundred  and  atneiy  piaa» 
of  gold  arc  found  there."  "Sir,"  I  replied,  "you  need  not  doubt  in  baB|;lW 
same  lurban.  Independent  of  my  knowing  it  again,  I  perceive  aUo.  by  hi  wci|^ 
it  cannot  be  any  other  ;  and  you  will  yourself  be  convinced  of  it  if  you  wfll  fire 
yourself  the  trouble  of  feeling  iu"  I  presented  it  to  him.  after  hsxtnc  taJcca  oit 
the  birds,  n-hich  I  gave  to  my  children  ;  he  took  it  in  hu  hands,  onu  five  h.  tl 
Saadi  to  feel  how  heavy  it  was.  *'  I  am  ready  to  believe  it  to  be  yoar  tnifatat* 
said  Suadi ;  "  I  shall  nevertheless  be  ^till  more  convtiiDed  when  I  shall  i^  dit 
hundred  and  ninety  pieces  of  gold  in  specie." 

"At  least,  genilemcn,"  added  I,  when  I  had  taken  the  turban,"  CKamJnc  it  wtfl, 
1  entreat  you,  before  I  touch  Jl ;  and  observe  tltat  it  has  not  vety  Uiely  b«ca 
placed  in  the  tree,  and  that  the  sutc  in  which  you  ?ee  both  that  and  the  noA,  wkndi 
13  so  neatly  put  together  without  the  hclpof  man,  ire  certain  proofs  ihal  iihubteo 
there  ever  since  the  luic  Hew  away  with  it,  and  that  he  let  it  drop  or  pljwed  h  oa 
the  tree,  the  branches  uf  which  prevented  it^  falling  to  t}te  ground.  Do  mk  hr 
oifendcu  tliat  1  make  this  observation,  as  I  have  !>o  great  an  intercut  in  rcaisifH 
everysuspicionof  deceit  on  my  part,"  Saad  seconded  me  in  my  design.  **Smmf 
said  he,  ^this  regards  you  and  not  me,  as  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  C^ia 
Hassan  does  not  impose  upon  us." 

Whilst  Saad  was  speaking  I  took  off  the  Unen,  which  was  put  round  the  boMS 
in  many  folds,  making  pan  of  the  turban,  and  I  drew  from  it  the  pwVf^  irycb 
Saadi  knew  to  be  the  same  he  had  given  me.  I  emptied  it  on  the  carpM  talHV 
them,  and  1  said  to  them,  "  (jentlemen,  here  are  the  pieces  of  gold  ;  com  ihs 
yourselves,  and  see  if  they  do  not  turn  out  right''  Saad  arranged  (ban  ta  >■■ 
lo  the  number  of  a  hundred  and  ninety;  at\d  then  Saadi,  who  could  not  raipel 
so  manifest  a  truth,  addressed  me  thus  :  "  Cogia  Hassan,"said  he,  "  I  aUoii  ttft 
these  hundred  and  ninety  pieces  of  gold  cannot  have  assisted  in  cnrkhtE)(  jva; 
but  the  other  hundred  and  ninety,  which  you  hid  in  the  jar  of  bran,  at  \KaSK,M»jm 
would  make  me  bclicvx,  may  have  contributed  to  do  it." 

''Sir/'  I  replied,"!  have  told, you  the  truth  with  respect  lo  the  last  ■omitf 
money  as  well  as  to  this.  You  would  not  ha%c  me  retr.ict  and  tell  yaw  a  be?* 
"  Cogia  Hassan,"  snid  Saad  to  me,  "  let  Saadi  enjoy  his  opinion  :  I  cooseni  wilfc 
all  my  heart  that  he  should  think  you  indebted  to  him  for  the  halfof  ytMrgoel 
fortune,  by  means  of  the  Uist  sum,  provided  hewdl  acknowledge  that  I  haven*' 
tributed  the  other  half  by  means  of  the  piece  of  lead  I  gave  you,  and  that  bv  doM 
not  call  in  question  the  valuable  diamond  found  in  the  bellv  ><r  tl.'?  .'Ish.'  *'Saad,* 
replied  Saadi, "  1  will  think  what  you  please,  provided  yoii  ine  at  Ubcm 

to  believe  that  moiicv  can  only  be  gotten  by  nmney."    "  W     ■  rumed  Sm^ 

**if  by  chance  I  might  find  a  diamond  worth  lifty  thousand  pieces  of  Holi^aH 
can  get  that  for  it,  should  I  acquire  this  sum  by  money  ?  " 

The  dispute  ended  here  :  we  arose  and  went  hack  lo  the  hit-  -  0imat 

was  ser\-ed,  and  we  sat  Aawn  to  table     After  dinner  I  left  m>  ;  fifasiy 

to  pass  the  great  heal  of  the  d-iy  in  reposing  thcnisches,  and  ucui  lu  ^tw  anips 
to  my  steward  and  gardener.  1  rejoined  them,  and  we  then  convened  on  iadife- 
rent  subjects  till  the  great  heat  n-as  over,  when  we  returned  into  the  garden,  vtbcfi 
we  remained  in  the  cool  almost  till  sunset.  Then  the  two  friends  and  1  mnonkerf 
our  horses,  and,  followed  by  a  slave,  we  arrived  at  liagdad  about  two  houn  aiv 
dark,  by  moonlight, 

I  know  not  by  what  negligence  of  my  servants  it  happened  that  there  was^ 
com  for  the  horses  on  my  return  home.  The  granaries  were  shut,  and  tbry  ««a 
too  distant,  and  it  was  too  late  to  get  .my. 

In  searching  about  in  ihe  neighbourhood,  one  of  niy  slaves  T 
in  a  shop ;  he  bought  the  bran,  and  brought  it  in  the  jar,  pre:.  -  . . .  ^  l„  .  «, . ,  _ 
back  ihe  next  day.  Tbe  s\ave  em^utd  Uic  bran  into  the  manger,  and  in  spro^ 


in$  ii  aboai.  thii  tli*  hontt  might  carh  luvo  ibcir  sliare,  he  fell  uiider  tut  haad 
Apiece  of  liftcn  tied  up^whidi  was\-en>  heavy  :  bebroi^[hi  me  ihe  UaenwHbMi 
hw^ag  touched  it,  in  die  iuie  he  lud  fiMod  ii,  and  pntcnUaiE  it  to  me,  aald. 
perhaps  U  wa  the  Uncn  ha  hed  alien  beard  me  »pcak  at  in  fcLulDf  ny  histoiy 
i«  my  frienda. 

^uite  ovtrjoycd,  I  laid  to  my  bentfirton.  "Crnilrmcn,  k  plcaHi  God  Uui 
we  ihoold  not  Mpanite  till  yoa  tbooM  be  i  red  of  the  tnith,  which  1 

hare  nerer  ceased  to  .insure  roa  nC     Hen:,  '-':l  I,  addre^itnc  mytetf  to 

Saadi.  "are  the  "'  '•rq  and  ninety  pteccaU  piid  whirli  I  rcccivM  fnoi 

your  hnnds:  !  ki<  'h«  linen  raf  imi  you  i«e."    I  untitil  the  nkf^and 

eovMed  the  money  befoce  them.  I  ordmd  alio  the  laf  to  be  brt,uf!hi  to  n«:  I 
knew  that  afoin,  and  I  aeni  tt  to  my  wife  lo  uk  her  U  «bc  knew  ii.  dcaanng  ifae 
mighi  nol  be  told  what  had  jutt  happened.  Sbe  Rca|niueJ  it  imtnedinlaiv.  Mid 
tent  nc  «ord  that  it  wai  the  vcr)*  jax  iba  cxch^Eid  fiUl  al  bnn  lor  Hane  nunT 
euth. 

Saadi  candidly  acknowtadecd  hii  mor :  ha  mU  to  Soad.  "  1  SP^  up  my 
I,  and  1  uow  whh  yoo,  thai  money  b  not  alwayi  a  certain  awana  to  ga 
and  become  rich.* 

Wlien  Saadi  had  finiahed  upeakinf .  *  Sir,*  aid  I  to  him.  *" 
tt>  you  to  take  bnck  the  three  handm  and  dihty  ptettt  tin 
iteaaed  G«d  lo  brine  *^  l><^tt  t"  ^  ***r  ^  op^nkm  ycu  ^ — j; — i^..  •■(  mf 


tained  in  opposition  to  me.    Convince  me  that  there  are  other  means  than  thu 
of  money,  which  cin  make  the  fortune  ofa  poor  m.in,  in  ihe  w.\y  I  expect 
that  you  mcin,  and  take  Hassan  for  your  sub]ert.    Whatever  yoa  c.\n  give  hi 
I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  he  mil  become  more  rich  than  he  mi^t  hare 
with  four  hundred  pieces  of  gold." 

Saad  held  a  piece  of  lead  In  his  hand,  A-hich  he  showed  lo  Saadl  **  Vou 
seen  me,"  replied  he,  "  pick  up  ihia  bit  of  lead  which  lay  at  my  fool ;  I  am 
to  give  it  to  Hassan,  and  you  ^\ilJ  see  how  valuable  il  will  be  to  hinL." 
burst  into  a  violent  fit  of  laughter,  and  ridiculed  Saad.  '*  A  piece  nf  lead  I "  cried 
he  ;  "and  of  what  value  can  ihc  sixth  part  of  a  fartliing  be  to  Has&an  ?  >Mat 
will  be  do  wit!)  it?"  Saiid,in>;tving  me  the  piece  of  lead,  ^aid  to  me^  **LeC  Saadi 
laugh,  and  do  not  refuse  to  take  it ;  you  will  one  day  tell  us  ilie  good  foctaaa  ii 
will  have  brought  you." 

I  thought  that  band  could  not  be  in  earnest,  and  that  he  was  arUy  aaauatf 
himself.  1  took,  however,  the  piece  of  lead,  thanking  him  for  it ;  and  to  isttn 
him,  I  put  it  carelessly  into  my  bosom.  The  two  friends  left  me  to  nrufth  ihetr 
H-n.!!;,  and  I  went  on  with  ray  work. 

.'\t  night,  u-bcn  I  undrcsscdmysclf  togotobed,  and  look  offmy  sash,  the  pien 
ot  lead  Saad  had  gi%x-n  me.  and  uhich  1  had  never  thought  of  smcc,  felt  to  the 
ground :  I  took  it  up,  and  put  it  into  the  first  pLice  that  uccune>(l. 

That  verj-  night  il  happened  that  one  of  my  neighbours,  a  tl  " 
paring  his  nets,  found  th.ii  he  wanted  a  piece  of  lead;  he  had 
the  loss  of  it,  and  at  that  hour  he  could  not  buy  any.as  the  shnjis  n.--rr  in  -.r.-^L 
It  was, however, absolutely  nccessar)'  for  him  lo  get  some,  that  he  might  proctm 
food  the  next  day  for  himself  and  his  family,  by  going  to  fish  two  hours  bdoA 
daylight.  He  expressed  his  vexation  to  his  wife,  and  sent  her  to  ask  his  ndfb- 
hours  to  supply  his  want. 

The  wile  obeyed  her  husband  :  she  went  from  door  to  door  on  both  sides  of  ike 
street,  but  could  not  get  any  lead.  She  carried  back  this  answer  to  her  hustend. 
wlio  asked  her,  naming  many  of  his  neighbours,  if  she  had  knocked  xt  tbet 
doors.  She  said  she  had.  "And  at  Hassan  Alhabbal's.'"  added  he.  "IwiB 
lay  a  wager  you  ha\-c  not  been  there."  •*  It  is  true,"  replied  the  uifc.  "  I  hxvK 
not  been  there,  because  it  is  so  far  ofT;  and  if  I  had  taken  the  trouble  ol  goiof 
there,  do  you  think  I  should  Iiave  met  with  any  ?  I  know  by  experience  tus  aatat 
is  exactly' the  phice  lo  which  you  should  go  when  you  want  nothing."  "TTut 
does  iwt  signify,"  said  the  tisherman :  "  you  are  a  larj*  creature ;  I  wish  yon  !o  jo 
there :  though  you  ha\-e  been  a  hundred  times  without  meeting  what  >-ou  trmt  m 
search  of,  you  wilt  now  perhaps  Hnd  there  the  lead  that  I  want.  l'  desire  yv% 
therefore,  to  go." 

Tlie  fisherman's  wife  went  out  grumbling  and  scolding,  and  came  and  knocked 
at  my  door.  I  had  been  some  time  asleep,  but  I  awuke  and  asked  whaU  ihc 
wanted.  '*  Hassan  Alhubbol,"  said  the  woman,  raising  her  voice,  **  mr  >»"JmH 
wants  a  little  bit  of  lead  lo  mend  his  nets;  and  if  by  chance  yuu  hai-e  znyj  he 
begs  you  will  give  him  a  piere." 

Tlie  piece  of  lead  Saail  tud  given  me  was  so  fresh  in  my  memory,  ccpmaDf 
after  what  had  happened  to  me  in  undressing,  that  I  could  ttoc  have 'fovx^'CM*  *^ 
I  answered  my  neighbour  that  1  had  some,  and  if  she  U'ould  wait  a  mocaest. 
my  wife  should  bring  it  her.  .My  wife,  who  was  also  awakened  by  the  notscv  rv*. 
and  by  feeling  about,  found  the  lead  in  the  pLice  where  I  told  her  it  va&,  She 
half  opened  the  door  and  gave  ic  to  her  neighbour. 

The  fisherman's  wife  was  delighted  at  not  having  come  so  far  in  vain.    "  Nei[^ 

hour,"  said  she  to  my  wife,  "  the  service  you  have  done  m>  huil>and  and  am  n 

so  great,  that  I  promise  you  a}l  (he  tish  my  husband  shall  catch  in  the  drst  thnw 

of  nis  nets,  and  I  assure  )-ou  he  will  make  good  my  words." 

The  lisherman,  charmed  to  hnd  beyond  bis  hopes  the  lead  he  so  much  wasML 
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than  he  himself  n-as,  lived  in  -i  very  poor  house,  and  had  no  other  means  of  gain- 
ing his  livelihood,  and  supporting  his  wife  and  children,  than  by  going  out  to  tut 
wood  in  a  neighbouring;  forest,  and  r.im-ine  it  about  the  totvn  to  sell,  on  three 
auei  which  formed  the  whole  01  hi^  capital. 

AU  Biba  »xnt  one  day  to  the  forest,  and  had  ver>'  nearly  6mshed  cutting  .is 
much  wood  as  his  asses  coutd  cirry,  when  he  perceived  a  thick  cloud  of  dust 
nsing  vcfy  high  in  the  air,  which  appeared  lo  come  from  the  riRhi  of  the  spot 
where  he  was,  and  to  be  itdvancini;  tuwardi.  hiin.  He  looked  at  it  atientivcly, 
and  perceived  a  numerous  compaay  of  men  uti  horseback,  who  were  apprnachirig 
at  a  quitk  jxicc. 

Alihuu^'h  that  part  of  the  countr)'  was  never  spoken  of  as  being  infested  by 
rebbcrs,  Ali  Baba  nevertheless  conjectured  that  these  horsemen  were  of  that 
dcnominaiion.  Without,  therefore,  at  all  considering  what  mii^ht  become  of  his 
aises,  his  hrst  and  only  care  w.15  to  save  himself,  fie  instantly  climbed  up  into 
a  hrgie  tree,  the  branches  of  which,  at  a  ver^-  little  heieht  from  the  ground,  spread 
oat  so  close  and  thick,  that  they  were  separated  only  in  one  small  space.  He 
pbced  himself  in  the  midst  of  these  with  the  Rreatcst  assurance  of  securit>',  .is 
tie  could  see  everything  llutt  pus:>ed  without  bcin;;  observed.  The  tree  itself  also 
tjrew  at  the  foot  of  a  sort  of  isolated  rock,  considerably  hiyhcr  than  the  tree,  and 
so  steep  that  it  could  not  be  easily  ascended. 

The  men,  who  appeared  stout,  powerful,  nnd  well  mounted,  came  up  to  this 
\«r>-  rock,  and  there  alighted.  k\\  Baba  counted  forty  of  them,  and  «t»s  very 
Sure,  both  by  their  .ippearance  and  mode  of  equipment,  that  they  were  robbers. 
Nor  was  he  wTong  in  his  conieciure :  (or  thcj-  were,  in  fact,  a  band  of  robbers, 
who,  without  committing  any  depredations  in  the  neighbourhood,  carried  on  their 
S>'Btem  of  plunder  at  a  considerable  distance,  and  only  h.id  their  place  of  rendcr- 
vou»  in  thai  spot;  and  what  he  almost  imnicdiatcly  uwthcm  do  runrinncd  him 
in  this  opinion.  Each  horseman  ti:>ok  the  bridle  olT  his  horse,  and  hung  o\'er  It^ 
head  a  bag  hlled  with  Kirley,  which  he  h-id  brought  with  him  ;  and  having  all 
fastened  their  horses  to  something,  they  look  their  travel  ling- bags,  which  appearetl 
So  heavy  that  Ali  Ilaba  thought  they  were  tilled  with  gold  and  siK-er. 

The  robber  who  n-as  nearest  him.  and  whom  Ali  Baba  took  for  their  captain, 
came  with  his  bag  on  his  shoulder  close  to  the  rock,  at  the  very  awt  where  the 
tree  was  in  which  he  had  concealed  himself.  After  the  robber  had  made  his 
Way  amone  some  bushes  and  shrubs  that  grew  there,  he  verj,-  distinctly  pronounced 
Ibcsc  words,  *'  Op^n,  Sesami"  and  which  Ali  Baba  as  distmctly  heard.  The  ca]>- 
tain  of  the  band  had  no  sooner  spoken  them  than  a  door  immediately  opened, 
Shod  after  h.-iving  made  all  his  men  pass  before  him,  and  go  in  through  the  door, 
k*e  entered  also,  .ind  the  door  closed. 

The  robbers  continued  within  the  rock  for  a  considerable  time ;  and  Ali  Baba 
*ras  compelled  to  remain  on  the  tree  and  wait  ttith  patience  for  their  depirturc, 
as  he  was  afraid  cither  some  or  all  of  them  might  come  out,  if  he  left  his  present 
sdtuation  and  endeavoured  to  save  himself  bydight.  He  was  nevertheless  strongly 
tempted  lo  creep  down,  sciie  two  of  their  horses,  mount  one  and  lead  the  other 
fcy  tne  bridle,  and  thus,  driving  his  three  asses  before  him.  gain  the  towrru  The 
■%incenainty.  however,  of  his  success,  made  him  foUow  the  safer  mode. 

At  length  the  door  *>peried.  and  the  forty  robbers  came  nut :  the  captain,  con- 
Trar>'  to  what  he  did  when  thev  entered,  first  made  his  appearance.  After  he 
t)ad  seen  all  his  troop  pass  out  before  him,  Ali  Ilaha  heard  him  pronounce  these 
'Wortls,  *•  Shut,  SesamK'  F-ach  man  then  returned  to  his  horse,  pot  on  its  bridle. 
fastened  his  bag,  and  then  mounted.  When  the  capuin  saw  that  they  were  alt 
T«ady  to  proceed,  be  put  himself  at  their  head,  and  they  departed  the  same  way 
■as  tney  came. 

Ali  Baba  did  not  immediately  come  down  from  the  tree,  because  he  thought 
that  ihey  might  have  forgotten  something,  and  be  obliged  to  come  back,  and  that 
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he  should  thus  ^t  into  some  scrape.  He  followed  ihcm  with  his  eyes  »  fu 
as  he  could,  nor  did  he,  in  oixjer  10  be  more  secure,  come  down  till  a  considcnble 
time  after  he  had  lost  sight  of  them.  As  he  recollected  :hc  words  the  captain  rf 
the  robbers  inadc  use  of  to  open  and  shut  the  door,  he  had  the  curiosity  to  try  i! 
the  same  effect  woiUd  be  produced  by  his  pronouncinjj  them.  He  made  his  »av. 
therefore,  through  the  bushes  till  he  came  to  the  door,  which  they  conc«tl««L 
He  went  up  to  it,  and  called  out,  "  Upen,  icsamt,"  when  the  door  instantly  rk* 
wide  open  I 

Ali  Baba.  expected  to  find  only  a  dark  and  obscure  cave,  and  was  much  auo- 
nished  at  seeing  a  large,  spacious,  well-lighted,  and  vaulted  room,  du;*  out  of  tbe 
rock,  and  higher  than  a  roan  could  reach.  It  received  its  light  from  the  top  o( 
the  rock,  cut  out  in  a  similar  manner.  He  observed  in  it  a  lai^  quantity  tk  pro- 
visioDS,  numerous  bales  of  rich  merchandise  piled  up,  siHc  stuffs  and  brocades* 
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'rich  and  valuable  carpets,  and  besides  all  this,  great  ouantities  of  money,  boA 
silver  and  n^'ld,  some  in  heaps,  and  some  in  large  leaincr  bags,  placed  one  on 
another.    At  the  sight  of  all  these  things,  it  seemed  to  him  that  this  care  " 
Ifccn  used  not  only  for  years,  but  for  centuries,  as  n  retreat  for  robber*  who 
regularly  succeeded  each  other. 

All  Baba  did  not  hesitate  long  as  to  the  plan  he  should  pursue.    He  imit 
the  cave,  and  as  soon  .is  he  was  there,  tlic  door  shut;  but  as  he  knew  the 
by  which  to  open  it,  this  gave  him  no  sort  of  uneasiness.    He  paid  no  ait 
10  the  silver,  but  made  directly  for  the  gold  com,  and  particularly  ihat  wiuch 
in  the  b^s.    He  look  up  at  several  times  as  much  a*  he  could  carry,  utd 
he  had  got  together  what  he  iliought  sufficient  for  loading  his  three 
went  and  collected  them  together,  as  they  had  each  strayed  to  some 
He  then  tn-uught  them  as  close  as  he  could  to  the  rock,  and  loaded  them, 
in  order  to  conceal  the  sacks,  he  so  coi-cred  the  whole  over  with  wood,  that  no 
could  perceive  anything  else.    When  he  bad  finished  all  this,  be  wcni  op  to 
door,  and  had  no  sooner  pronounced  the  words,  *'  Shut,  Scsami,"  than  h  doied    ^ « 
for  although  it  shut  of  itself  every  time  he  went  in,  it  remained  open  on 
out  only  by  command. 

This  being  done,  Ali  Baba  took  the  road  to  the  town ;  and  when  he  ^  tn 
0',vn  house,  he  drove  his  asses  into  a  small  court,  and  shut  the  ate  witb  fi 
care.     He  threw  down  die  small  quantity  of  wood  that  covered  the  liagi. 
carried  the  latter  into  his  house,  where  he  laid  them  down  In  a  re^Ur 
before  his  nife,  who  was  silting  upon  a  sofli. 
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His  wife  felt  the  sncks  to  know  ihcir  contents ;  nnd  when  she  found  them  to  be 
full  of  money,  she  suspected  her  huiiband  of  havin};  stolen  them,  so  th.it  when  he 
brought  them  all  before  her,  she  could  not  help  ^>'in|',  "AH  Baki.  is  it  possible 
that  you  ihould — "  He  immediately  intemipied  her,  "  Feace.my  dear  wife.*  ex- 
ciaiiiicd  he,  "  do  not  alarm  yoiir$elf.  I  am  not  a  (hJef,  unless  that  title  be  alUchcd 
to  tlio&e  who  lake  from  thieves.  YouVill  chan^  yoitr  bad  opinion  of  me  when 
I  shall  have  told  you  my  good  fortune."  He  emptied  the  sacks,  the  conicnts  ol 
which  formed  a  heap  of  ^old  that  auiie  daxzted  his  wife's  e>-es,  and  when  he 
had  done  so.  he  related  his  whole  adventure  from  bc^nnin>{  to  end ;  and  as  be 
concluded,  he  above  all  things  conjured  her  to  keep  it  secret. 

His  wife.  n.-covcring  from  her  alann,  began  to  rejoice  in  the  fortunate  circum- 
Ranee  which  tiad  befallen  tliem,  and  wns  going  to  count  over  the  money  that 
\ki  before  her,  piece  by  piece.  "  What  are  you  going  to  do?"  said  be;  "you 
arc  very  foolish,  wife ;  you  would  never  have  done  counting.  I  will  immediately 
dig  a  pit  to  bur)-  it  in ;  we  have  no  time  to  lose."  "  It  \*.  proper,  though,"  re- 
pbed  the  wife, "  that  we  should  know  nearly  what  quantity  there  may  he.     I  will 

ri  for  a  small  measure  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  whilst  you  are  di^gint;  the  pit, 
vkQ  Ascenain  how  much  there  is."  "What  you  want  to  do,  wife,"  rcphed  Ali 
lUbft,  "  is  of  no  use,  and  if  you  n-ilt  take  my  advice,  you  will  gi%'e  up  the  intention. 
However,  do  as  you  please,  only  remember  not  lo  betray  the  secret" 

Id  order  to  satisfy  ticrbclf,  die  wife  of  All  Buba  set  otT  and  went  to  her  brother- 
in-law,  Cassini.  who  lived  a  short  distance  from  her  house.  Cassim  was  from 
k^MDC.  SO  she  begged  Kis  wife  to  lend  her  a  mcisurc  for  a  few  minutes.  She  in- 
^^^wcU  if  she  w.inted  a  large  nr  a  small  one,  to  which  Ali  Uaba's  wife  replied 
^^El  ii  small  one  would  suit  her.  "  That  I  will,  with  pleasure,"  said  the  sister-ln- 
Uw;  "wait  a  moment  and  I  will  bring  it  you."  She  went  to  seek  a  measure;  but 
knowing  the  poverty  of  Ali  IJaba.  she  was  curious  to  know  what  sort  of  grain  hts 
rte  wanted  to  measure ;  she  therefore  put  some  tallow  under  the  mcMurc,  which 
she  did  without  its  being  perceptible.  She  returned  with  i^  and  giving  it  to  the 
•ife  of  /Mi  U.ib.1,  apologized  for  having  made  her  wait  so  long,  with  the  excuse 
that  she  h."id  some  diffirult)'  to  rind  it. 

The  wife  of  Ali  Uaba  returned  home,  and  placing  the  measure  on  the  heap  of 

loM,  tilled  and  then  emptied  it  at  a  little  distance  on  the  sofa,  ttU  she  had  mea> 

lured   ihc  whole;  her  husband  by  this  time  having  dug  the  pit  for  its  reception, 

4tc  informed  him  how  many  measures  there  were,  with  which  they  were  botli 

vtry  »(jl  contented.     Wliilc  .-Vli  Uaba  was  burying  the  gold,  his  wife,  to  prove 

ber  dibgcncc  .ind  punctuality,  uent  back  nith  the  measure  to  her  «ittcr-iii-law, 

biai  without  obs<r\ing  that  a  piece  of  gold  had  stuck  to  the  bottom  of  it.    "  Here, 

sister."  s.iid  she,  on  returning  it,  "  you  see  I  have  not  kept  yuur  measure  long ;  I 

i^  much  obliged  to  you  for  lending  it  to  me." 

The  wife  of  All  Baba  had  scarcely  turned  her  hack  when  Cassim's  wife  lorJced 
*t  th«  boncm  of  the  measure,  and  u'as  inexpressibly  astontsbed  to  see  a  piece  of 
Xold  adckuu;  to  it.  EmT  insuntly  took  possession  of  her  breast.  "What!** 
^Ud  abe  to  berself,  **  Ali  Uaba  measures  his  gold !  Wlicre  can  that  miserable 
WtcBch  hzTc  obtained  it?"  Her  husband, Cassim, as  was  bc^iora  mentioned,  wa& 
^^HD  boiBe:  be  bad  ^xtnc  as  usual  to  bis  shop,  from  wbcnce  he  would  not  return 
^^^  Liiiilnt  The  itme  of  his  absence  appeared  an  age  to  her,  in  the  stsie  of 
^■MpataeAoe  sbe  was  iben  in  to  acquaint  him  with  a  circtmtstancc  whkh  she  con- 
^^twlril  would  surprise  him  as  much  z%  it  had  done  her. 

On  his  retnra  boone,  his  wife  said  to  him,  "  Cassim,  you  think  you  are  rich,  but 
^Ha«  are  decetrcd :  Afi  Baba  must  have  infinitely  more  wealtli  than  voa  ara  poa- 
—^BBBed  of;  be  does  not  count  his  money  as  you  do,  be  measures  iL"  Cassim 
■^taMftsdcd  an  exptaaattoa  of  this  enigma,  and  she  unravelled  it  by  a<rquainiing 
I^Btoof  tfac  cxpeaieBt  «fae  had  used  to  nuke  the  discovery,  and  showing  htm  the 
^vKeced'maa^sbehMifeBndadberavio  tfaebouon  ol  the  measure— «  coin  so 


673 


T^  Arabian  Nightt, 


,mi 


ancient  that  the  name  of  tlie  prince  which  was  a^ntven  on  it  was  tmlmown  o 
her. 

F.or  from  feeling  satisfaction  at  the  good  fortune  wlr  -her  had  net 

with  to  relieve  him  horn  poverty,  Cassim  conceived  imp!  il>vii»siAt 

occasion.    He  passed  almost  thcwliole  niglit  without  cto^  itiefteti 

morning  before  sunrise  lie  went  to  liim.    He  did  nni  trcn;  . .  ..c*  :  iha 

endearing  appellation  lud  been  forgotten  since  his  marriAt^c  u  i(h  the  rich  <nd9K 
"  Ali  Baba;  said  he,  addressing  him,  "  yon  are  very  reserved  as  tu  yoar  afiibl] 
you  pretend  to  Vie  poor  and  miserable,  and  a  beggar,  and  yet  yiiu  tneamn  ywm 
money."  *'  Broihcr,"  replied  Ali  llaba,  **  1  do  noi  understand  your  meaning ;  pny 
explam  yourself."  "  Do  not  pretend  ignorance."  resumed  Ci^vim  ;  and  Agw>n 
him  the  piece  of  gold  his  vnfc  had  given  him, "how  many  pieces,"  a4doil  hi, 
"  have  you  like  this,  that  my  wife  found  sticking  to  the  bottom  of  the  OMHBt 
yesterday?" 

From  this  speech  Ali  Baba  conjectured  that  Cassim.  and  his  wife  also,  \ 
sequence  of  his  own  wife's  obstinacy,  were  already  aciju.imled  with  wfau 
so  mteresicd  to  conceal  from  them  ;  but  the  discovery  u  >-  "t  >f''',  and  f 
could  now  be  done  to  remedy  llie eviL    Without  showing  ;  1  ,^  of  nrfv^ 

or  vexation,  he  frankly  owned  to  his  brother  the  uhole  i  ._,  ^  a  cold  fawt^ 
what  chance  he  had  found  the  rrtrcat  of  the  thieves,  and  where  it  was  sttaMd; 
and  he  otfcred,  if  he  would  agree  to  keep  it  secret,  10  share  the  treaavn  wA 
him. 

*'Thts  I  certainly  expect,"  replied  Cassim  inahaught>-  tone  ;  and  added,  **te 
I  desire  to  know  also  the  precise  spot  where  this  treasure  lies  concealed,  the  1 
and  signs  which  may  lead  to  it,  and  enable  me  to  visit  the  place  fnjridf,  1 
I  feel  myself  inclined,  oihenvise  I  will  go  and  inform  the  officer  of  police  of  1 
If  you  refuse  to  comply,  you  will  not  only  be  deprived  of  all  hope  of  obcaininga 
more,  but  you  will  even  lose  thtit  you  \ia\c  already  taken  ;  and  1,  instead,  ^ 
receive  my  portion  for  ha%'ing  informed  agiiinsl  you." 

Ali  Haba,  ted  rather  by  his  natural  goodness  of  heart  than  iniimidaied  bjrri 
insolent  menaces  of  a  cruel  brother,  g.ive  him  all  the  infonnatinn  he  dtotwC 
and  even  told  htm  the  words  he  must  pronounce,  both  on  entering  ihe  cai«( 
on  quitting  iL  Cassim  made  no  further  inquiries  of  .\li  Baba  ;  he  left  hiai 
the  determination  of  preventing  him  in  any  further  vicw^  he  misht  have  oal 
treasure.  Full  of  the  hope  of  possessing  himself  of  the  whole,  he  fict  oik  Iba  WbC 
morning  before  break  of  day,  with  ten  mules  charged  with  large  hainpen«  diik 
he  proposed  to  fill,  still  indulging  in  the  pnispect  of  taking  a  much  lai^V  UUHbU 
in  a  second  expedition,  .iccording  to  the  sums  he  might  tind  in  the  cave.  HetBlk 
the  road  whicn  Ali  Baba  had  pointed  out,  and  arrived  at  the  rock  and  ihetitt 
which  from  description  he  knew  to  be  the  same  thai  had  concealed  hte  bntte. 
He  looked  for  the  door,  and  »oon  disco\xrcd  it.  Having  pronounced  "Ope^ 
Scsam^,"  the  door  obeyed ;  he  entered,  and  it  immediately  after  dosed.  Is 
examining  (he  cave,  he  was  in  the  utmost  astonishment  to  6tul  much  more  nefea 
than  the  description  of  Ali  B.iba  h.id  led  him  to  expect,  and  his  adcntratMO  i» 
creased  as  he  examined  each  thing  separately.  A^'ancious  as  he  was,  be  ckhU 
have  passed  the  whole  day  in  feasting  his  eyes  witli  tlic  i>ight  *-*{  so  much  poU: 
but  he  reflected  that  he  was  come  to  take  away  and  lade  his  ten  mules  witfa  u 
much  as  he  could  collect ;  he  therefore  took  up  a  number  of  sacks,  and  cooiBic 
to  the  door,  his  mind  filled  with  a  multitude  of  ideas,  far  removrd  frum  that  whx^ 
was  of  the  most  consequence,  he  found  that  he  had  forgotten  the  impnrtant  wcvdv 
and  instead  of  pronouncing  "Scsam^,"  he  said, "  Open,  B.-irlc)'."  He  wax  tfrad 
with  astoniblimcnt  on  pcrcct%-ing  that  the  door,  instead  of  llym^  open, 
closed  :  he  n.iiiied  various  other  kinds  of  grain  ;  all  but  the  nght  wi 
upon,  and  the  door  did  not  move. 

Cassim  was  not  prepared  for  an  adventure  of  this  nature :  in  tbe 
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danger  in  which  he  lietield  himseir,  fear  look  entire  possessron  of  his  mind  :  the 
more  he  endeavoured  to  rccollcci  the  word  '"sesami,"  the  more  was  his  memory 
confused,  and  he  remained  a«  totally  ignorant  of  it  as  if  he  had  never  heard  the 
ttcird  menrioncd.  He  threw  the  iacks  he  had  collected  on  the  ground,  and  paced 
with  haMy  steps  backward  and  for\^-ard  in  ihccave  ;  the  riches  which  surrounded 
him  had  no  longer  charms  for  his  imagination. 

Uut  let  us  Ivavc  Ca»siiii  to  deplurc  his  uwn  fate,  for  he  docs  not  deserve  our 
compassioa.^ 

The  robbers  returned  to  their  cave  towards  noon ;  and  when  they  were  within 
a  short  di»tance  of  it,  and  saw  the  mules  belonging  to  Cissim  laden  with  hampers, 
itanding  about  the  rock.  thc>  were  a  good  deal  surprised  at  such  a  novelty.  Tliey 
immediately  advanced  full  speed,  .ind  drove  away  the  ten  mule^,  which  Ca&sim 
had  neglected  lo  fasten,  and  which  therefore  soon  too'i:  flight  and  disi>crseil  in 
tlie  forest,  so  as  to  get  out  of  sight.  The  robbers  did  not  give  themselves  the 
trouble  to  run  after  the  mules,  for  their  chief  object  was  to  discover  him  to  whom 
they  belonged.  While  some  were  cinplyyctl  In  examining  the  exterior  rcccssesoT 
the  rock,  the  captain  with  the  others  ahHhted.and  with  their  sabres  in  their  hands, 
went  towards  the  door,  pronounced  the  words,  and  it  opened. 

Cuisiui,  whu  from  the  inside  of  the  cave  heard  the  noise  of  horses  trampUof 
on  Uie  ground,  did  not  doubt  that  the  robbers  were  lurived,  and  ihal  his  aeatn 
was  ineviuble.  ResoKx'd,  howex'er,  to  attempt  one  effort  to  escape,  and  reach 
iorrte  place  of  safety,  he  placed  himself  near  the  door,  ready  to  run  out  as  soon 
as  it  should  open.  The  word  '*  Sesame,"  which  he  had  in  vain  endeavoured  to 
mcall  CO  hii  remembrance,  was  scarcely  pronounced  when  it  opened,  and  he 
nuhed  out  with  such  violence  that  he  threw  the  captain  on  ttie  ground.  He  did 
aot,  however,  avoid  tlic  otlicr  thieve*,  who,  having  their  sabres  drawn,  slew  hmi 
on  the  spot. 

The  first  care  which  occupied  tlie  robljcrs  after  this  execution  was  to  enter  the 
cave  :  they  found  the  sacks  near  the  door,  which  Cassim,  after  having  filled  them 
with  gold,  had  removed  tlicre  for  the  convenience  of  lading  his  mules  ;  and  they 
put  tncm  m  their  places  again,  witliout  obser\-ing  the  deficiency  of  those  which 
Aii  Baba  had  previously  carric<l  a^vay.  Deliberating  and  consuliing  on  this  event, 
they  could  casilyaccount  for  Cas>im"s  n<»t  having  been  able  to  efTccI  his  escape, 
but  llke>'  c<iuld  not  In  any  »ay  imagine  how  he  had  been  able  to  enter  the  ca\'c. 
Tbey  conceived  that  he  might  have  descended  from  the  top  of  the  cave ;  but  the 
opening  which  admitted  the  I'.^hi  w.is  so  high,  and  rhe  summit  of  the  ruck  so 
inaccessibleon  thcoutside.bcsidcf  that  there  were  no  traces  of  his  having  adopted 
tliis  mode,  that  they  all  agreed  it  was  beyond  their  conjerture.  They  coiild  not 
(appose  that  he  had  cmered  by  the  door,  unless  he  had  been  acquainted  with  the 
secret  which  caused  it  to  open :  but  they  felt  quite  secure  tliat  they  alone  were 
t>o«scsscd  of  this  secret,  as  tlicy  nrre  ignurant  of  having  been  overheard  by  Ati 
Baba. 

But  as  die  manner  in  which  this  circumstance  had  happened  was  impenetrable, 
and  their  united  riches  wcreno  longer  in  safct>*,ihev-agreed  to  divide  tlte  carcase 
of  Cassim  into  fonr  qitaners.  and  place  them  In  the  c.ive  near  the  door— two 
qoarters  on  one  side,  and  two  on  the  other — to  frighten  away  anyone  who  might 
have  the  boldness  to  ha/ard  a  similar  enterprise :  resolving  themselves  not  to 
return  to  the  cave  for  some  time,  until  tlie  stench  from  the  corpse  should  be 
mbsided.  This  dctcrminaiion  formed,  they  put  it  in  execution  ;  and  when  they 
had  DOthing  further  to  detain  them,  they  left  their  place  of  retreat  well  sccurccl, 
■bountod  their  horses,  and  vet  off  lo  scour  the  countr>- in  such  roads  as  were  most 
btunenicd  by  caravans,  tt  hich  afforded  them  favcMirable  opportunities  of  exer- 
Ciinig  their  wonted  dcMerity  in  plundering. 

Tbe  wife  of  Cassim,  in  the  meantime,  was  in  the  greatest  uneasiness  when  she 
obscrred  night  approach,  and  yet  her  husband  did  not  retunt     She  went  tn  the 


\itmosT  nlATtn  to  Alt  Babo,  and  faid  to  him.  **  Brother,  I  beheve  rou  are  iMt 
ignorant  ihat  Cassim  is  gone  to  the  forest,  and  for  what  purpose  lie  is  not  yw 
come  back,  and  night  i%  already  advancing.  1  fear  tliat  some  accident  may-  hmvc 
befallen  liiin." 

All  Baba  susjiected  his  brothers  intention  after  the  conversation  he  li3»!  held 
with  him,  and  for  this  reason  he  bad  delisted  from  visiting  the  >'  -.hu 

tlay,  that  he  might  not  offend  him.     However,  without  uiiering  ari  ..  tut 

that  could  have  given  the  slighicst  offence  ciihcr  to  her  or  her  nusband,  had  he 
been  still  living,  he  replied  ttiat  she  need  not  >xt  feel  any  uneasineu  roncemlr^ 
ftim,  for  that  Cassim  most  probably  thought  It  pnidcnt  not  to  return  to  the  city 
until  the  night  was  considerably  advanced.  The  wife  of  Cassini  ic\t  tatishcd 
■with  this  reason,  and  was  ihe  more  easily  persuaded  of  its  tnilli,  as  iixe  considrrtd 
tow  important  it  was  that  her  husband  should  use  ihe  greatest  secresy  for  the 
accomplishment  of  his  purpose.  She  relumed  to  her  hou?«  and  tvatied  patiently 
till  midnight ;  but  after  that  hour  her  fears  redoubled,  and  were  attended  with 
sril!  greater  grief,  as  she  could  not  proclaim  it.  nor  e^■en  relie%'e  it  by  rr»«,  the 
cause  of  which  she  saw  the  necessity  of  concealing  from  the  neighbourhood.  Sbe 
then  began  to  repent  of  the  silly  curiosity  which,  instigated  by  the  most  despic- 
able envy,  had  induced  her  to  endeavour  to  penetrate  into  the  pri\'atc  aAun  of 
her  biothcr  and  sister- in-Uw.  The  night  was  spent  in  weeping,  and  at  brtmk  of 
dayslieran  to  tliem,  and  announced  tlie  causeof  her  early  visit  less  by  hervords 
than  her  ttan. 

All  Baba  did  not  wait  for  his  sister's  entreaties  to  go  and  seek  for  Cassim.  He 
immediately  set  off  with  his  three  aascs.  and  went  to  the  fore*.:.  As  he  drew 
near  the  rock,  he  was  astonished  on  observing  that  blood  had  been  «bcd  near 
the  door;  and  not  having  in  his  way  met  either  hi^  brother  ur  the  ten  mules,  ^ 
conceived  no  favourable  omen.  He  reached  the  door,  arul  on  proDouocing  tW 
MTords  it  opened.  He  was  struck  with  horror  when  he  distinguished  the  bMy  td 
his  brother  cut  into  four  quarters,  )xl  he  did  not  hesitate  on  the  ronrw  ht  m»i 
to  pursue  in  rendering  the  last  act  uf  duty  to  his  brother's  remains,  notwilb- 
^tanding  the  small  share  of  fraternal  affection  he  had  received  from  him  durics 
lits  life.  He  found  materials  in  the  cave  to  wrap  up  the  body  ;  and  making  two 
packets  of  tlie  four  quarters,  he  nhiced  them  on  one  of  his  asses,  covcnnv  than 
with  sticks  to  conce.-ii  them.  Tne  other  two  asses  lie  ([uickly  loaded  with  sacks 
of  gold,  putting  wood  over  them,  as  on  the  preceding  ocra^on ;  and  hAvi^[ 
finifthed  all  he  had  to  do,  and  commanded  the  ooor  to  close,  he  took  the  ltiM~ 
the  city,  using  the  precaution  to  H~ai[  at  tlie  entrance  of  the  forest  until  niglit ' 
closed,  Uiat  he  might  return  without  being  observed.  W'lien  he  got  home, 
Icfi  the  two  assca  that  were  laden  with  gold,  desiring  his  wife  to  ukc  care  to  < 
load  tlicm;  and  having  in  a  few  words  acquainted  her  with  what  had  hapf 
to  Cassim,  he  led  the  other  ass  to  his  sister-in-law. 

All  Baba  knocked  at  the  door,  which  was  opened  to  him  by  Morgiana.    T 
Morgiana  was  a  fenule   slave,  crafty,  amning,  and  fniiiful   in  invention 
forward  the  siicccM  of  the  most  difficult  enterprise.,  in  which  character  AH 
knew  her  welL    When  he  had  entered  the  court,  he  took  off  the  wood  and  tl 
(WO  packages  from  the  ass,  and  taking  the  slave  aside, "  Morgian.t,''  add 
"the  6rst  thing  1  have  to  request  of  you  is  inviolable  sccrcsy:  you  will  sooo 
how  necessary  it  is,  not  only  to  me,  but  to  your  mistress.    These  two 
contain  the  body  of  your  master,  and  we  must  cndeav-our  lo  btrri  hitn  as  if 
h.-id  died  a  natural  dcaih.    Let  me  speak  to  your  mistress,  and  bo  attcntm 
what  I  shall  say  to  her." 

Morgiana  went  to  .icquaint  her  mistress,  and  AH  Baba  followed  hcf.    "Wc 
brother,"  inquired  his  sister-in-law  in  an  impatient  tone,  "wh.it  iwwt  dC 
bring  of  my  husband  ?    Alas '.  I  perceive  no  traces  of  consolation  in  yxnr  < 
tenants.*    **  Sister,"  replied  Ali  Baba, "  I  cannot  answer  you,  urdesi  you  «0 . 
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promise  lo  listen  iii  me  from  ihe  beginning  to  the  end  of  my  siory  without  in- 
terruption. It  is  of  no  Ics$  imparlance  tu  ymi  than  to  ine,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  to  preserve  the  greaiest  secrcsy;  it  is  absohiiely  necessary  for 
your  repose  nnd  security."  "Ah  !"  cried  the  sister,  \»*ithom  cicvaliny  iicr  voice, 
••  this  preamble  convinces  mc  that  my  husband  is  no  more,  but  iit  ihc  same  lime 
1  feel  the  necessity  of  the  secrcsy  you  require.  I  must  do  violence  to  my  fect- 
inK^.     Speak  ;  I  .ittcnd." 

All  Habu  then  related  to  her  nil  that  had  happened  during  hi$  journey  until 
lis  arrival  w-ilh  the  lK>dy  of  Cassim.  *'  Sister,"  added  he,  *■  here  is  .1  new  cause 
of  afHiclion  for  you,  the  more  distressing  as  it  was  unexpected.  Alihoujih  the 
«\-il  is  wiihoui  remedy,  if,  nevertheless,  anything  can  ariord  you  consolation,  t 
offer  tn  join  the  sma\\  property  God  has  f^'^mcd  me  10  yours  by  marrying  you. 
I  can  assure  you  my  wife  xvill  not  be  jealous,  and  you  will  live  comfortably  to- 
gether. If  this  proposal  meets  your  approbation,  we  luusc  contrive  to  bury  my 
brother  as  if  be  had  died  a  natural  dc:ah ;  and  this  is  a  trust  which  I  think  you 
may  safely  repose  in  Morgiana,  and  1  will^  on  my  part,  contribute  all  in  my 
pou-cr  to  assist  her." 

The  widow  of  Cassim  reflected  th.it  she  could  not  do  better  than  consent  \t» 
this  offer,  for  he  possessed  greater  riches  than  she  was  left  mih,  and  besides,  by 
The  discovery  of  the  treasure,  might  increase  them  considerably.  She  did  not 
therefore  refuse  his  proposal,  but,  on  the  contrary,  regarded  it  as  a  reason;iblc 
nvotivc  for  consolation.  She  uipcd  away  her  tears,  which  had  begun  to  (low 
abundantly,  and  suopressed  tliosc  mournful  cries  which  women  usually  utter  on 
the  dcatli  of  ihcir  husbands,  and  thereby  sul^iciently  testit'icd  to  AH  Uaba  that 
she  accepted  his  oflTer. 

All  Uaba  left  the  widow  of  Cassim  in  this  disposition  of  mind,  and  having 
suongly  recommended  .Morgiana  10  acquit  herself  properly  in  iho  part  she  was 
fo  perform,  he  relumed  home  with  his  ass. 

Mor^iana  did  not  bcltc  her  character  for  cunning.  She  went  cnit  with  Ali 
£aba.  ,-ind  repaired  to  an  apothecary  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood.  She 
Icnocked  at  the  shop  door,  and  when  it  was  opened,  asked  for  a  particular  kind 
of  Uuenge  of  great  ctticocy  in  dangerous  disorders.  The  apothecary  gave  her  as 
snuch  as  tiie  money  she  otTcred  would  pay  for,  asking  who  was  ill  in  her  master's 
^mily.  "Ah!"  exclaimed  she,  with  a  deep  sigh,  "it  is  my  worthv  master, 
<:£Lssim  himself.  No  one  can  understand  his  complaint;  he  can  neitncr  speak 
nor  caL* 

On  the  following  day  she  again  went  to  the  same  apolhecar>-.  and  with  tears 
in  her  eyes  inquired  ior  an  essence  which  it  was  cusiomary-  only  to  administer 
■when  the  p.iticnt  was  reduced  10  the  last  extremity,  and  when  few  hopes  were 
entertained  of  life.  *'  Alas  I"  cried  she,  as  she  received  it  from  the  hands  of  the 
spothccar),  apparently  in  the  deepest  affliction,  "  1  fear  this  remedy  will  not  be 
^j|  mare  use  tlian  ilic  loiengcs.     I  sh.ill  lose  my  good  master  !^ 

On  the  other  hand,  as  ^Vli  Uaba  and  his  wife  were  seen  going  backwards  and 
tforvarda  to  the  house  of  Cassim  in  tlie  course  of  the  day,  no  one  was  surprised 
towards  evening  on  hearing  the  piercing  cries  of  his  vridow  and  Morgiana,  which 
announced  the  death  of  Cassim.  At  a  very  early  hour  the  next  morning,  when 
^a>'  began  to  appear,  Morgian.-*,  knowing  that  a  good  old  cobbler  lived  near,  who 
-was  one  of  the  tirst  to  open  his  shop,  went  out  in  search  of  him.  Coming  up  to 
Slim,  she  wished  him  a  good  day  and  put  a  uiece  of  gold  into  his  hand. 

Ilaba  Musiapha,  known  to  all  the  world  oy  this  name.  w.is  naturally  of  a  gay 
lum.and  had  always  something  laughable  to  say.  Kxamining  the  pieceof  mooey, 
4S  it  vra^  yet  scarcely  dayhght,  and  seeing  it  was  gold,  ''A  good  h.insel/'  s.i:d  he; 
**»bat  's  to  be  done .'  1  am  ready  to  do  what  1  ain  bid."  "  Ilaba  Mustapha," 
«ud  Mor^iana  to  him,  "  take  all  you  want  for  sewing,  and  come  directly  with  me ; 
Iml  on  this  condition,  that  you  let  mc  put  a  bandage  over  your  eyes  when  wc  ha^'c 
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got  to  a  rertain  place."  Ai  ihese  words  Baba  Miisttn^^  KB,T-.nr.-.  .«,i*,f:a)nti 
"Oh,  oh:"  said  he,  "you  want  me  to  do  something  .  ■orijw 

honour."    Then  pultinR  another  piece  of  (;old  into  1- ;-,      -   ^  i  .^d,"!*"! 

Mor^inna.  "  tliat  I  should  require  you  to  do  an)thing  that  would  ttaia  ftm 
honour ;  only  come  with  mc,  and  fear  nothinj;.'* 

Balw  Muslapha  suffcn.-d  himself  to  be  led  bv  the  slave,  who.  when  »be  l*l 
reached  the  place  she  had  mentioned,  bound  a  handkerchief  '."  cr  hi-  »->«.  i"^ 
conducted  him  to  the  houje  of  her  deceased  tnasicr  ;  nor  d"!  .f  'f*^ 

bandage  until  he  w  as  in  ihe  chamber  where  the  body  was  den-  -  ^^-''^■ 

in  its  proper  place.    Then  i.^king  it  off,  "  B.ih,i  Musunha,  '  iJ  ' 

brought  you  here  that  yoii  might  scav  these  pieces  togetner,     !  :.  "^ 

when  you  have  done  I  will  jiivc  you  another  piece  of  gold." 

When  Baba  Mustapha  had  finished  his  job,  Mor^iana  bound  hit  «T»  tf** 
before  lie  left  the  chamber^  and  having  given  him  the  third  piece  of  (ft**! 
according  lo  her  promise,  and  earnestly  rccomtncnded  hitn  to  scovsy,  ^c**^ 
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durtnl  him  ta  thv  pl.icc  where  she  h.\iL  tirst  [im  on  the  h.iinlkcrchief,  ;in(I  hnvin;; 
n/.iin  t.ik».-n  it  \\\\.  ^Iie  li-tt  tiiiii  to  return  in  lii->  hi>ii-i-.  I'H.'iun;;  hiin,  linuvvcr, 
with  her  cvi-*  until  hi-  w.i-.  tiutol"  Mi^ht,  lust  lie  »h'.;iM  h.i\-  the  turm7.tiy  ti» return 
and  u.iti'h  \\kx  ninvenunt's. 

Mor^ii.ini  h.ul  hi-  ut-ii  Mime  w.in-r  to  \v.i>.h  the  Innij  ..i  C.iS'^im.  ami  Ali  Itaba, 
who  tmt.ri.ll  ;:-.|  :i-.  ^ht•  rt.-liirnril.  ua^hcil  il.  iK-rlii;^i.  .1  ii  with  imense,  and 
wrappeil  II  in  (In-  h'.ir\iii^;rli.ihv..  "itli  the  .n.-Lii-i.iinr-l  .  -.n- monies.  The  under- 
later  also  brmi^iii  tlit  (iirim  wliic  h  Ali  Ji.il.M  li.id  t.ikt!.  .iie  to  urdcr.  In  order 
1h.1l  he  mi^'ht  nut  ■■liNi.T\e  .inul.in:^'  ii.iriicid.vr.  .Mi>r,4:.tTi.( '.  -fk  the  (utiin  in  at  the 
door,  and  h.iviii;:  |i.i;d  and  >ciit  hiiii  .iway,  !>he  as>]<<tcd  .\\\  Itnba  to  put  the  body 
into  IT.  \Mitn  he  h.id  n.nlcd  dnwn  the  bo.irdi  ^huh  covered  it,  she  went  to  the 
jnoiqiic  to  i;ivc  n[>licc  that  eM-ruliin):  u.i<i  re:idy  fur  \\w  funeral.  The  [leople 
toelunum;;  toiliu-  niiisi)iie,  »ho>e  nti'ue  it  is  to  wash  the  l*.  .dies  of  the  de.id.nnercd 
to  c»me  and  iKrl'itriu  their  Uaual  function,  hut  i>hc  loKl  thein  th.Lt  .ill  ua^  ilone 
and  rcndy. 

Mor^'iana  w.ii  sc.ircely  reTurncd  when  ihc  Ini.ini  and  :!ii*  "ther  inini-tersof  ihe 
int>a(|iie  arri\ed.  lour  i>t  '.iie  nei^h!i<iiir>  t>>i>k  tiie  i  nir.u  0:1  tlieir  Dhonlders,  and 
carried  it  to  the  cemeterv,  fnUoain;;  the  Imam,  ulm  re|>e.i'.t.-d  )irnycr->  as  he  went 
alon)*.  .Miir^jan.i.  as  >i.ive  to  the  di.-cea!>ed,  went  ni-\;.  \\i;]i  her  head  unrr>vcrcd, 
bathed  in  tears,  .ind  iiiivim.;  the  ihmii  piteuiis  trie-  fr<i:ii  tnnc  to  nine,  bcatinff 
her  breast  and  te.irin^;  her  h.iir  ;  .Alt  H.dia  clo-ed  the  ()!■•■  f*-.ion,  .1. .  iiniii.inicd 
by  siimcof  the  nci/hU'.ir-.who  <i(i.i->iiin.dl\  tool,  die  )>!.i  c>f  the  others  tn  relieve 
ihem  in  carrjin^;  the  t  iittiti  until  they  rc.ii  hcd  tliu  ceiiu:'  ;\. 

As  for  the  widow  of  L'.i^siin,  >)ie  reiiiaincd  .11  home  I'l  \  nnent  ;ir.<l  weep  with 
the  women  of  the  nci;:hl>ourli<nid.  \\\\\\  accnidin/  l<»  th>,-  -..>ual  <  ii^t<'iu.  rejuircd 
to  her  house  during  the  ceremi>n\  tif  the  bun.il,  and  ;-  :-i  n^'  their  ■  ■  n-t  to  hers, 
tilled  the  air  with  rounds  of  woe.  In  this  manner  the  latal  tnd  of  L'.i^'Miii  wa^  su 
well  concealed  that  n>i  one  in  the  nty  had  the  lea^t  si>;'.t.  nn  of  the  aiiair. 

Three  or  four  d.iy>  after  the  interment  of  Ca^Min,  Wx  l-aba  rciiio^id  ihe  few 
goods  he  W.1S  po^>c-i'icd  (if.  ti'^ethcr  with  the  money  he  had  t  ikcn  from  ll.e  rohlierk* 
store,  which  he  only  ciinvevi-d  hy  ni^hl,  into  the  hou-e  "f  the  wiilou  nf  C.issim, 
in  onlcr  to  e-tablish  himself  there,  and  thus  nnn'nir.rc  tr.->  reuvnt  iii.iirii;;e  with 
his  !>ister-in-la'<  :  .ind  ^is  >ii-.  h  i;i.irr].i;:cs-k'ire  lt>  r.<i  i:-.(..i-,.  e\(r.iuidiiia:>  in  our 
rcli;;ii)n,  no  one  -hiwtd  an>  tnarki  <»f  surprise  un  the  •■■>•  •  niim. 

All  ILiIia  hid  .1  son  ulm  li.id  lately  ended  an  a;>p;e;':.  c-hip  ui'.h  .1  merchant 
of  cimsidcr.djli-  repute,.ind  uhn  had  .ilwa>-  lN'-.t(l^M'd  ti:''  hi^he-t  tuininendaliuns 
on  his  ri>ndk!  \  :  to  thi>  son  he  j;.ivc  the  shop  ul  (,as^i:,i.  vs  ;th  ,t  fiirtliei  promise 
lh.lt  if  he  cuntiniicd  lo  U-have  »ith  pmderve,  he  '•t'>;:i<l  eie  ioti^  1:1. cry  him 
advanta^'eously.  •  iri^idrrn^'  hi'>  Miuaimn  in  life. 

Hut  let  u-  niw  k-.'ic  .\\  \\.\\*\  til  enjoy  ilic  Tir-t  daw.  (  liii  -^^-A  foMiiie,  and 
return  to  the  f'r;\  i!ia\r-,  'I  h  ■■  1  ami*  l»ai  k  t'l  lln  ir  :■■-<.»;  in  ti>r  lore-;,  nhen 
the  lime  lhe>  I'-ni  .i..;ivcd  t^i  In-  -iS-riii  h.id  i-xpiMi!  ,  K  ■  :\v  ;r  .t-;<'-)!-!iii!i'ni  uas 
in»les<  rili.dili"  «lifi  tliev  louiid  il;  ■  li  •d\  ul  L.i'-iiii  ,'  '  •■.  a".d  .:  «.t»  _;■  tlly  in- 
«:re.i»<-d  o-i  ■..•[.  tj\  r;^  .1  m^iIiU-  di::i.;;a:.un  nf  their  tie.i-.j:r  "  \\  ',-  ii'  'h-  .erctl." 
s.i]d  ihe  '  apl  i:n.  "  .i:id  lo-i  l>c>.-:iil  re'inery  if  «"■  are  n  :  \<t-.  ■  tiIh:.  i-itl  Like 
imnirt';.i'i'  rir.i- :rui  I'l  re:ni  -Iv  ;:f,-  c-,  rl  ;  ue  ^Itall  \r.  .:.—  v.-  '■.'■  ■;•  ."fr  ■  ■  .■  sc  .ill 
ihoc  ri  h<  -,  u  iiji  !i  I'lir  .i:.i  i-'  ■:  -,  a-  well  .is  niii-cl-.  1  -,  i.  i\i'  .m  1  sr.  J  -.nth  mi 
inoi'li  li.irr^'-:  .I'l'l  fa!..:in-.  .\.\  :\\W  \\c  (an  .<'.  itresr:  :  ■  -l-e  \A  ::.■■  ;■■--  .^e  li.ive 
S'j-it.iincil  .-.:!.[!  "lie  l.'iit  l'  "ti'in  »e  scipri-Lii  a",  tin-  io-*...r.,i;e  i;i(.i::v.-:i'.  \»  hen  he 
».is  .Jo  :..:  !  .  t  ;  iki-  I..S  !■■  aj"-.  k:i''A  liii-  >i  >  :i :  ■■!  fnv..r^  the  <;  ■■'..  I'u;  he 
u.is  i',..t  w  >•  ■■-'..  ■  -  .1  11.'  [,  .-  .1  ,..  .  !,  ,1:1  .;;:.  ■  K;  :-:  ;..[■. >■  ihc  •  i-.ir  k:i  AJtil^c. 
His  !io.v.  tiv  ;..:  :■  ■  ■.  id.  .i:id  ■■  1  '■:•  .i-.-.-.i-  i.-;i;ii:-:n-.l,  .'i-  ir..  ■.:r-:r!i:t-  pi  ■■■.{> 
<i|  Till- I ,.  !.  A:  I  -  ■.*e  iiiM- "■■  I- i-.-i  Vi  -.:;i|i..-i-  ::i  1;  ui  ■[<•  !  i:;  ;>i>|wi>ple 
are  ai  -i:. !,:.■■■<!  ■  ■!;  *:.■■  ■.*•■  n'.  \,.i\  ■  ^  d**--!  ■■.-  i  ■■[;■■.  \\f  •  .!;>!  r  *  i'!<  t  t'h-  utiier 
lu  c>cjpe.     \\  lia:  :>-i.-  v"ij,  m^  in.i.i.  tuLii .'     .\re  >o.,  i  .>i  u|  in>  op.n.un;  " 
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TKis  proposal  of  the  captain  was  thought  so  reasonmble  and  prancr  b>'  the  vhok 
troop,  that  they  all  .ippruved  it,.ii)dagr^d  that  it  would  bcadviunleiorc^taqurii 
ever>'  other  cnieiprise,  and  occupy  thcmseU-cs  solely  with  this,  which  tbcy  smsU 
not  abandon  until  they  had  succeeded  in  detecting  the  ihief. 

"1  expected  no  otherwise,  frum  your  known  coura};e  and  htAVCty^  pmaieJ 
the  c;iputu :  "  hut  the  tirst  thing  to  lie  done  is,  that  one  o(  you  wiia  Is  IhU, 
courageous,  and  possessed  of  some  address,  should  ^'o  10  liic  citv.  ■rtitJunol  uau, 
and  in  the  dress  of  a  traveller  and  a  stranger,  and  employ  all  I  iiaootv 

if  the  singular  death  we  rnriicicd  on  the  culprit  whom  wc  dentin;  ■.<  .  •lycnrA, 

IS  the  common  topic  of  cgnvcrsiiiion,  who  he  w.is,  and  where  he  hwcU.  Tho  it 
is  absolutely  ncccssarj'  »ve  should  be  actiuainied  with,  that  »■«  inay  not  do  asy- 
thinji  of  which  wc  may  have  to  repent,  by  making  ourselves  Itmiwn  m  a  coooitt 
where  >*e  have  been  so  long  forgitltcn,  and  where  it  is  so  niuiih  nnr  mtcrcst  o 
remain  so.     But  in  order  to  inspire  him  with  ardour  who  sh.i''  -.ic  tftn 

commission,  and  to  prevent  his  bringing  us  a  false  repon,  wh!>  rauca 

mir  (oti\l  ruin,  I  propose  thai  he  should  submit  to  the  penalty  o:  ticain  in  obe 
of  failure." 

Without  waiting  for  the  rest  to  give  their  opinions,  one  of  the  mbtMnMid."! 
wiitin^ifly  submit,  and  glory  m  exposing  my  hfe  for  the  execution  of  Midi  4 
commission.  If  I  slioutd  iail  in  tne  attempt,  you  will  at  least  rcmenbet  doc 
neither  courage  nor  good<will  hare  been  dchcient  in  my  offer  to  serve  Ihc  wMe 
troop." 

Thii  robber,  after  Iiaving  received  the  commendation  of  the  capcun  and  ha 
companions,  disguised  himself  in  such  .1  way  that  no  one  could  have  impecced 
him  to  be  what  he  in  reality  was.  He  set  olT  at  night,  and  mana^d  10  wol  tkct 
he  entered  the  city  just  as  day  was  bcgirming  to  appear.  He  wcai  towan!*  llK 
square,  where  he  ^w  only  one  sltup  open,  which  was  that  of  Uaha  MusCApha. 

Baba  Mustaphii  was  seated  on  his  stool,  with  his  awl  in  his  hand,  ready  w 
begin  his  work.  The  thief  went  up  to  him  and  wt^ed  hiin  3  yood  mominfc,  and 
perceiving  him  to  be  advanced  in  years, "  My  good  man,"  satri  he.  '*  »-t«i  ri«e  be- 
times to  your  work  :  it  is  not  possible  that  you  can  see  clctrly  •  !r  bow. 
so  old  as  you  are  :  and  even  if  it  were  brckad  day,  I  doubt  whtt^  :>-esa» 
good  enough  to  sew  with." 

"  Whoever  )-ou  are,"  replied  Baba  Mustapha,  "  you  do  tioc  knmr  nu»ch  of  (k. 
Notwithstanding  my  age,  I  have  excellent  eye*  ;  and  so  yoti  would  have  taid  k^ 
you  known  that  not  long  ago  I  scived  up  a  dead  body  in  a  place  where  there  wa* 
not  more  light  than  we  have  now," 

The  robber  felt  great  satisfaction  at  ha\*)ngon  his  arrival  addraaed  him«irt9 

a  man  who  immediately  gave  him.  of  his  own  accord,  th.T  ■— ~i'>  •. ^hicfc  ^ 

did  not  doubt  was  the  ver\-  same  he  vvas  in  search  of.    '"  rrpl*c^ 

he,  with  a  feigned  astonishment,  to  induce  the  other  to  p;  _...  ^.,.  ^<r  cf  1 
dead  body?  1  suppose  you  mean  that  vou  sewed  the  shroud  in  whicb  hew 
buried."  •'  No.  no,"  said  Baba  Musiaphk,  "  I  know  what  I  sav  ;  yoa  want  IS 
to  tell  you  mon-  about  it,  but  you  shall  not  know  another  svllailc. 

The  tliief  w.nntcd  no  further  proof  to  be  fully  pernwded  that  be  was  id  a  fOdl 
train  to  discover  what  he  was  in  search  of.    He  drew  out  .1  piece  of  gold,  aod  pi- 
ling it  into  Baba  Mustapha's  hand,  he  said.**  I  have  no  deiire  to  hert^me  aniuimtrf 
with  your  secret,  although  I  can  assure  you  1  should  not  dit-ul 
had  entrusted  me  with  it.     The  onlv  thing  which  1  entreat  .. 
ibe  goodness  to  direct  me,  or  to  come  with  me,  and  show  mc  the  i 
you  sewed  up  ilie  dead  body." 

"Shouhl  I  even  feel  mvi^-lf  inclmeil  togrant  your  request,"Tr; ' 
tapha.  holding  the  piece  of  money  m  hand  ready  to  return  ii,  " 
J  could  not  do  ii, and  tliis  j-ou  may  take  my  word  for.    And  I  \'iii 
/eaaott :  Ihcy  tooW  me  lo  a  ^axxxcuVu  ^Q\aj».t'and  there  they  btmnd  n  1 
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whence  I  suffered  myseir  to  be  led  to  the  house  ;  and  when  1  had  finished  what 
I  had  10  do,  I  was  conducted  back  10  the  same  place  in  the  same  manner.  You 
see,  therefore,  how  impossible  il  is  that  1  should  l»e  of  any  scr\'ice  to  you."  "  But 
at  least,"  resumed  the  robber,  "you  must  remember  nearly  the  way  you  went  after 
foor  e>'cs  were  bound.  I'ray  come  with  mc :  I  will  put  a  bandage  over  vour  eye* 
at  that  place,  and  we  will  walk  together  along  the  same  streets,  and  follow  iljc 
same  turnings,  which  you  will  probably  recoUt-Lt  to  have  Rone  over  before  ;  .ind, 
as  all  trouble  desencs  a  reward,  here  is  another  piece  of  gold.  Come,  ^rani  me 
this  favour."  Saying  these  words,  he  put  another  piece  of  money  into  his  hand. 
The  two  pieces  of  j;old  tempted  Uaba  Musiapha  :  he  looked  at  them  in  his  hand 
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some  lime  without  sa>'ing  a  word,  consulting  within  himself  what  he  should  do. 
At  length  he  drew  his  purse  from  his  busum,  and  putting  them  in  it,  "  I  cannot 
positively  assure  vou,"  said  he,  "  that  I  remember  exactly  the  way  they  took  me ; 
out  fince  you  wilf  have  it  so,  come  along,  I  \nll  do  my  best  to  remember  it" 

To  the  great  satisf.irtion  of  the  lobber,  Baha  Mustapha  got  up  to  go  with  him, 
and  without  shutting  uphis  shop,  where  there  was  nothing;  of  conseauence  to  lose, 
he  conducted  the  roblxr  to  the  spot  where  Morgiana  had  put  the  oandagc  oi-cr 
his  eyes.  When  they  were  arrived, "  This  is  the  place,"  said  he.  '*  wlicre  my  eyes 
were  bound,  and  I  was  turned  the  way  you  see  mc.''  The  robber,  who  had  his 
handkerchief  ready,  tied  it  o\Tr  his  eyes,  and  walked  by  his  side,  partly  leading 
him  and  p.inlv  bcin>:  conducted  by  him.  till  he  stopjied. 

Baba  Mustapha  then  said, "  I  think  I  did  not  go  farther  than  this ;"  and  he 
was  in  fact  exactly  before  the  Iitnise  which  fonncrly  belonged  to  Cassim,  and 
where  All  Baba  now  resided.     Ileforc  he  took  the  b.-indage  from  his  c>'e3,  the 
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robber  quiVklv  mndc  .i  mark  on  ihc  door  wiih  some  chalk  he  had  for  ihe  purpose, 
and  when  he  hnd  i.ikcn  it  r<tf,  he  a^kcd  him  if  he  knew  ID  whom  the  house  be- 
Jonced.  Baba  Mustapha  rcpUctl  that  he  did  not  live  in  that  division  of  the  town, 
ana  iherefore  could  not  yive  hitn  any  infonnalion  re>pecling  it.  As  the  mbbcr 
found  he  could  pain  no  further  inlelliiience  from  B,iba  Mu^tapha.  he  thanked  him 
for  the  trouble  he  had  taken,  and  when  he  left  him  to  return  lo  ht'i  shop,  he  look 
the  road  lo  the  forest,  where  he  was  persuaded  he  should  be  well  rweived. 

Soon  after  the  robber  and  Uaba  Mu^tapha  had  separated,  Morj;i.ina  had  occa- 
sion lo  go  out  on  some  errand,  and  when  she  returned,  she  obser\  ed  the  lUtflc 
which  the  robber  had  m^idc  on  the  door  of  Ali  llaba's  house-  She  siopp^  lo 
consider  II  "  What  can  this  mark  siji^ify  ?  "  thought  she  ;  '*  has  any  one  a  spite 
against  my  master,  or  has  it  been  dune  onlj-  for  diversion?  Be  the  molii-c  what 
it  mav,  it  will  be  well  to  use  precautions  aj-amst  l]ie  woist  that  may  hawicn.'*  She 
therefore  took  some  chalk,  and  as  several  of  the  doors  both  above  and  bdow  bcr 
master's  were  alike,  she  marked  them  in  ihc  same  manner,  and  then  went  III 
without  saying  .anything  of  what  she  had  done  either  to  her  mauer  or  mistresis. 

The  ihicf  in  ihe  meaniime  continued  un  his  road  till  he  arrived  at  ihc  forest, 
where  he  rejoined  his  companions  at  an  early  hour.  He  related  the  success  of 
his  juumcy,  dwelling  much  on  the  good  fonunc  that  had  beihcnded  him  m  dif- 
covcrinK  so  soon  the  verj-  man  who  could  gi\c  him  Ihe  best  infon — :  -  ~  the 
subject  he  went  about,  and  which  no  one  but  he  -ould  have  acquau  :h. 

They  all  listcnctl  tohimwith^'^rcat  satisfaction,  smd  thet:apti\in.aflci  ,yi,.._-,.,j;  his 
<liligence,  thus  addressed  the  party  :  "  Comrades,"  said  he, ''  we  have  no  tmK  to 
Jose ;  let  us  secretly  arm  ourselves  and  depart,  and  when  we  have  entered  the 
ciry,  which,  not  to  create  suspicion,  we  had  best  do  separately,  let  us  all  assemble  in 
the  great  square,  some  on  one  side  of  it,  some  on  the  other,  and  I  will  go  and  mid 
out  the  house  with  our  companion  who  has  brou^'hc  us  this  good  ncws^  by 
1  shall  be  able  to  judge  what  method  wilt  be  most  advantageous." 

The  robbers  all  applauded  their  capmin's  proposal,  and  they  were  verysbf': 
equipped  for  their  departure.  They  went  in  small  parties  of  iwo  or  ihree  logeth 
and,  walking  at  a  proper  distance  from  each  other,  they  entered  the  city  witK^ux 
occasioning  any  suspicion.  The  captain  and  he  who  bad  been  there  in  the  nKim- 
ing  were  the  last  lo  enter  it,  and  the  latter  conducted  the  capuin  to  the 
in  which  be  had  marked  the  house  of  .Alt  Babn.     When  thc>'  reached  the 
house  thai  had  been  marked  by  >[orgiana,  he  pointed  it  out,  saying  that  ni 
one.     But  a*  they  continued  talking  on  without  stopping,  that  il>ey  might 
raise  suspicion,  the  captain  |»erceived  that  the  nest  door  was  marked  m  ihe 
manner  and  on  the  5.imc  pan,  which  he  observed  to  his  guide,  and  kt>qai 
whether  this  was  the  house  or  that  they  had  passed.     His  guide  w.is  qttitc 
fused,  and  knew  not  what  to  3ns\ver :  and  hts  embarrassment  inrreased  « 
on  proceeding  with  the  ciptain,  he  found  that  four  or  live  doors  succesMi-ely 
the  same  mark.     He  assured  the  captain,  with  an  oath,  that  lie  had  marked 
one.    "  I  cannot  conceive,"  added  he,  "who  can  ha\-e  tmitaicd  my  mark  with 
much  exactness ;  but  I  confess  that  I  cannot  now  distinguish  that  which  1 
marked." 

The  captain,  who  found  that  his  design  did  not  succeed,  returned  to  ihc 
square,  where  he  told  the  first  of  his  people  whom  he  met  lo  acquaint  the 
that  they  had  tost  their  labour  and  made  a  fmitless  expedition,  jcc^  that 
nothing  remained  but  lu  return  to  their  pLice  of  retreat.     He  set  the 
and  they  al!  followed  in  the  same  order  as  ihey  came. 

When  ihe  troop  had  reassembled  in  the  f<trc5t,  the  capuin  etpUlned  to 
the  reason  of  his  liaving  ordered  them  to  return.   The  cor  ■'  i  unaain 

declared  deserving  of  death,  and  he  joined  m  his  orni  ci  ■  n,  by 

that  he  should  h.ive  lieen  more  cauiiotis  m  taking  his  mr  i^nrv^ :  be  | 
his  head  with  firmness  to  him  who  advanced  to  sever  it  frum  his  body. 
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_  _  it  was  necessary  for  the  safety;  and  preservation  of  the  whole  band  thai  so 
i^cal  an  injury  should  not  pas*  on  umevcnijcd.  aTKHlier  robber,  who  Haitcred 
himself  wiih  hopes  of  bcncr  success  lh.in  he  who  had  ju^t  been  puniahcd,  pre- 
sented ttinueU,  aad  retjucstcd  ihc  preference.  Il  was  i;r;intcd  hiin.  He  went  to 
ihe  city,  corrupted  Baba  -Musiapha  by  the  same  artifice  that  the  liril  had  used, 
and  he  led  hun  to  the  house  of  All  liaba  with  his  eyes  bound. 

The  thief  marked  it  with  red  in  a  place  where  it  \i-ould  be  let.&  discernible, 
thinking  that  »uuld  be  a  sure  method  of  distini^uishing  it  from  those  that  ttere 
nurked  with  white.  But  a  short  time  after,  ^lor^'iana  went  out  as  on  the  pre- 
ceding day,  and  on  her  return  the  red  mark  did  nut  escape  her  piercing  eye. 
She  reasorod  as  before,  and  did  not  fail  to  make  a  similar  red  mark  on  the 
ne^hboiiring  doors. 

*rhe  thief,  when  he  returned  to  his  compiinions  in  the  forest,  boasted  of  the 
precautions  he  had  uken,  which  he  declared  to  be  infallible,  lo  distinguish  the 
Koase  of  Ali  Xlaba  from  the  others.  The  captain  and  the  rest  thought  with  him 
that  he  was  sure  of  success.  They  repaired  to  the  city  in  the  same  onler  and 
with  as  much  circ  as  before,  armed  also  in  the  same  way,  ready  to  execute  the 
blow  they  mcdiutcd  :  the  c.iptain  and  the  robber  went  immediately  to  the  street 
where  Ali  liaba  rci^ided  ;  but  the  same  difficulty  occurred  as  on  the  former  oc* 
casion.  The  captain  was  irritated,  and  the  thief  in  zi  great  a  consternation  as 
be  who  had  preceded  him  in  the  same  business. 

Thus  was  ihc  captain  obliged  lo  return  again  on  that  day  with  his  comrades, 
as  littJe  satisfied  with  his  cx)N:dinon  as  he  h.id  been  on  ihe  preceding  one.  The 
robber  who  was  the  author  af  the  disappointment  undenveni  the  punishment  to 
which  he  had  before  voluntarily  submitted  himself. 

The  captain,  seeing  his  troop  diminished  by  t«-o  brare  associates,  feared  it 
might  still  decrease  if  he  continued  to  trust  to  others  the  discovery  of  the  house 
where  All  Itaba  resided.  Their  example  convinced  him  that  ihey  did  not  all 
excel  in  affairs  that  depended  on  the  head,  as  in  those  in  which  strength  of  anns 
was  required.  He  therefore  undertook  the  business  himself:  he  went  to  the  city, 
and  with  the  assistance  of  llaba  .Musiapha,  who  was  readv  to  perform  the  same 
service  for  him  which  he  had  dene  for  the  other  two,  he  iouna  ihc  bouse  of  Ali 
Bftba,  but  not  choosin);  to  amuse  himself  in  making  marks  on  it,  which  bad 
bilberto  proved  so  fallacious,  he  examined  it  so  thorouglily,  not  only  by  looking 
at  it  attentively,  but  by  p.ibsiiii,'  before  it  several  times,  that  at  last  he  was  certain 
be  could  not  mistake  iL 

The  captain,  s;itis^ed  of  having  obtained  the  object  of  his  joumes',  by  becom- 
ing acau.-iintcd  with  tvhat  he  desired,  returned  to  the  forest,  and  when  he  h;ul 
rcacbea  the  cave  where  the  rest  of  the  robbers  were  waiting;  his  return.  ^Com- 
rades," said  he,  addressing  them,  "  nothing  now  can  prevent  our  Liking  full 
revenge  for  the  injury  that  has  been  done  us.  I  know  with  certainty  the  bouse 
of  the  culprit  who  is  to  experience  it ;  and  on  the  road  I  have  meditated  a  way 
of  making  him  feel  it  so  privately,  that  no  one  shall  be  able  to  discuvcr  the  place 
of  our  reticat  any  more  than  that  where  mir  treasure  is  deposited  ;  for  this  must 
be  our  principal  object  in  our  enterprise,  otherwise,  instead  of  being  serviceable, 
:t  will  only  prove  fatal  lu  u^  all.  This  is  what  I  have  conceived  to  obtain  this 
end.  and  when  I  have  explained  the  plan  to  you,  if  any  one  can  propose  a  better 
expedient,  let  him  communicate  it."  He  then  told  ihem  in  what  manner  he 
injiendcd  to  conduct  iJic  .aff'air.  and  as  they  all  gave  tlicir  approbation,  he  charged 
them  to  divide  into  small  pjirties,  and  go  into  the  nci^hbounng  towns  and  villages, 
and  to  buy  nineteen  mule*  and  ihirty-eiKht  large  leather  j.irs  to  carry  oil,  one  ol 
which  must  be  full,  und  all  the  others  empty. 

In  the  course  of  two  or  throe  days  the  thieves  had  completed  iheir  purchase ; 
and  as  the  emptv  jars  were  rathcr'tuo  narrow  at  Ihe  mouth  for  the  purpow  he 
laleoded  ihein,  the  captain  had  ihcm  enlarged.    Then  having  made  one  of  bis 
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men  enter  each  jar,  armed  as  he  thouj^ht  necessary,  he  closed  them  so  «»  to 
appear  full  of  oil,  leaving,  however,  that  part  open  which  had  been  unsewedr  to 
admit  air  for  them  to  breathe :  and  the  better  to  c.ury  on  ibe  dec«t^oe,  he 
rubbed  the  outside  of  the  jars  with  oil,  which  he  took  from  the  *"'  ■■"- 

Tilings  being  thus  disponed,  the  mules  were  laden  with  the  ihif 
each  concealed  in  a  j.ir,  and  the  jar  that  was  lillcd  with  oil ;  «:.-  -  :.„  -i.c*_. 
as  conductor,  took  the  mad  to  the  city  at  the  hour  that  had  been  Agr«ea,«ad 
arrived  alKiut  an  hour  after  sunset,  as  he  proposed.  He  went  straigbf  M  tfcc 
house  of  All  Uaba.  intending  to  knock,  and  request  admission  tt/r  the  nislit  %x 
himself  and  his  mtiks.  He  n-as,  however,  spared  the  uouble  ai  tmocktng;  te 
found  Ali  Daba  at  tlic  door,  enjoying  the  fresh  air  after  supper.  He  noppcrf  hit 
mules,  and  addressiii);  hiniM^lf  to  Ali  Baba,  *'  Sir,"  said  he,  "  I  hare  broqght  tlv 
oil  which  you  see  from  a  great  distance  to  sell  it  to-morrow  at  the  market,  uri 
at  this  late  hour  I  do  not  know  where  to  go  to  pass  the  night  :  if  it  wt»aW  ttoc 
occasion  you  much  inconvenience,  do  me  the  favour  to  take  me  in  (or  ihe  ntght. 
you  will  confer  a  preat  obliK-ation  on  mc." 

Although  Ali  Balxi  had  seen  the  man  who  now  spoke  to  him  tn  the  forc«,a>d 
even  heard  his  voice,  yet  he  had  no  idea  Oiai  this  was  the  captam  of  the  fen> 
robl>crs  Uiscui:ied  as  an  oil  inercliant.  "  You  arc  welcome."  said  he.  am)  tmnir- 
diatcly  made  room  for  him  and  his  mules  to  go  in.  At  the  same  time  j'Vli  Uibi 
called  a  slave  he  had,  and  ordered  him,  when  the  mules  were  i'-'  ■''-"  T^t  oeif 
to  put  them  under  cover  in  the  stihle,  but  also  to  give  thcin  ski.  .]  cof^ 

He  also  took  the  trouble  of  going  into  the  kitchen  to  desire  M-,, ui  jjett 

supper  quickly  for  a  guest  who  vas  just  arrived,  and  to  prepare  Hon  r  cbvoba 
and  bed. 

Ali  Uaba  did  more  to  receive  his  guest  with  all  possible  civilitv :  obseiTOfc 
after  he  had  unladen  his  mules,  and  they  were  taken  into  the  stahfcs,  as  be  kM 
commanded,  that  he  was  seeking  for  a  place  to  pass  the  night  in,  he  aent  to  hin 
to  beg  him  to  come  into  the  ruom  where  he  received  company,  sav-icj;  ihst  t> 
could  not  suffer  him  to  think  of  passing  the  night  in  the  court.  Tbe  c3{KaiB  ti 
the  thieves  endeavoured  to  excuse  himself  from  accepting  the  invitatkm  sadv 
the  pretence  of  not  giving  trouble,  but.  in  reality,  that  he  might  have  an  onMt^ 
tuniiy  of  executing  what  he  meditated  with  more  case ;  and  it  was  not  uara  AI 
Uaba  had  used  the  most  urgent  persuasions  that  he  complied  with  hii  nNMaL 

Ali  Daba  not  only  remained  with  his  perfidious  guest,  who  sought  hj^llleia 
return  for  his  hospitality,  until  Morgiana  had  sen'cd  the  supper,  but  he  cunttnrf 
with  him  on  v.irious  subjects,  which  he  thought  might  amuse  him,  and  did  MC 
leave  him  till  he  had  finished  the  repast  he  had  provided.  He  then  said,  "  Yob 
arc  at  liberty  to  do  as  >'ou  please  :  you  have  only  to  ask  for  whatever  yoo  mijr 
want,  and  everything  I  have  is  at  your  service' 

Tbe  captain  of  the  robbers  gut  up  nt  the  same  lime  with  Ali  Baba,ai>d  accoB** 
pnnicd  hini  to  the  door,  and  while  the  latter  went  into  the  kitchen  to  speak  n 
Slorgiana,  he  went  into  the  court,  with  the  pretext  of  goiitg  to  the  stable  to  mc 
after  his  mules. 

Ali  Baba  ha^-ing  again  enjoined  Morgiana  to  be  attentive  to  ■  ■    xbA  <» 

observe  that  he  wanted  nothing,  .iddeil, "  I  give  you  notice  thai  .  beibir 

daybreak  I  shall  go  to  the  baih.  Take  care  tliat  my  baihing-Lntn  ij»  ready,  »aA 
give  it  to  Abd.iUa  "  {this  was  the  name  of  his  slave),  **  and  make  me  some  good 
broth  to  take  when  I  return."    After  giving  these  orders  he  went  to  bed. 

The  capuin  of  the  robbers,  in  the  meantime,  on  leaving  the  stable  wvnt  k) 
give  his  (icople  the  necessary  orders  for  what  they  were  to  da     "  ■<  fnm 

the  first  j.ir.and  going  through  the  whole  number,  he  said  tocsi'  I  ihal 

throw  some  pebbles  from  the  chamber  where  I  am  to  be  lodge*  do  nsc 

fail  to  rip  open  the  jar  from  top  to  bottotn  with  the  knife  you  a-  -.i  wtA. 

and  to  come  out ;  \  shall  be  with  you  immediately  after."    The  »..;<,  ..^  spoked 
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was  pointed  and  sliarpencd  for  the  purpose.  This  bcin^  done,  be  returned,  and 
yfhen  he  pot  10  the  kitchen  door,  Morgian.i  took  a  light  and  conducted  him  10 
the  chamber  she  had  |irepared  for  him,  and  there  left  him.  hrst  asking  htm  if  he 
wetc  in  want  of  anything  more;  Not  to  create  any  suspiaon.  he  put  out  the  light 
a  short  time  after,  and  by  down  in  his  clothes,  to  be  ready  to  rise  ax  soon  as  he 
had  aken  his  first  sleep. 

Morxiana  did  not  forvL-t  Ali  Baba's  orders :  she  prepared  his  linen  for  the 
llKth  and  eave  it  to  Abdsdta,  who  was  not  yet  gone  to  bed,  and  put  t)ie  pot  on  the 
fire  to  m^c  the  broth,  but  while  she  was  skimming  it  the  lamp  went  out  There 
was  no  more  oil  in  the  house,  -ind  she  hnd  not  any  candle.  She  knew  not  what 
to  do.  She  wanted  a  hght  to  see  to  skim  the  pot,  and  mentioned  her  disaster  to 
Abdalla.  "Wliy  are  you  so  much  disturbed  at  it?"  said  he:**goand  take  some 
oil  out  of  one  of  the  jars  m  the  court." 

Morgana  thanked  Abdalla  for  ihe  hint,  and  while  he  retired  to  bed  in  the  next 
room  to  ^Ui  Baba  that  he  might  be  ready  to  go  wiUi  htm  to  the  bath,  she  took 
the  oil-tan  and  went  into  the  ctjurt.  As  she  drew  near  to  the  tirst  jar  that  pre- 
sented itself,  the  tliief  who  was  concealed  within  said  in  a  low  voice,  **  Is  it 

Altbough  he  had  spoken  softly,  Motrgiann  was  nevertheless  struck  with  the 
sound,  which  she  heard  the  more  distinctly  .is  the  captain,  when  he  h.id  unladen 
his  mules,  had  opened  alt  the  jars,  and  this  among  the  rest,  10  give  a  hdle  air 
to  bis  men,  who,  though  not  absolutely  deprived  of  breathing-room,  were  nevcr- 
Uieless  in  an  uneasy  situation. 

Any  other  slave  except  Morgiana,  in  the  first  moment  of  surprise  at  finding  a 
man  in  the  iar  instead  of  sitmc  oil,  as  she  expected,  nould  have  made  a  great 
Bpn>ar.  which  might  have  cr«ucd  irremediable  misfortunes.  But  .Morgiana  was 
supenm  to  those  usually  in  her  stnliun  :  she  was  imtantlj  aware  of  the  import- 
ance of  sccresy  in  the  .irt'air,  and  the  extreme  danger  in  which  Ali  Baba  and  his 
(unOy  were  as  well  as  herself,  and  also  the  urgent  necessity  of  de*  ising  a  speedy 
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remedy  that  sliotild  be  executed  with  privacy.  I-lcr  quick  imagination  soon  coo* 
ceived  ilicinf.in-i.  She  collected  her  thoughts, and  wiihoai  atiu>vinganycmotioa, 
she  asiumed  the  manner  of  the  capuiin, and  answered,"  Not  yci.bui  r.ri-.'_'n:lv.'* 
She  approached  the  next  jar,  and  the  same  question  vras  a:>ked  her  ri 

10  them  all  in  succession,  tnakinj;  the  saine  un^wer  to  tiic  Mmc  qu^-  ic 

came  to  the  last,  which  was  full  of  oil 

Morgiana,  by  this  means,  discovered  that  her  master,  who  supposed  he  vna 
giving  a  night's  ludjiing  to  an  oil  merchant  only,  had  afforded  shi-i  ■•)■• 

eight  robbers,  including  the  pretended  merchant  their  captain.    She  i  .•:il 

her  oil-can  from  tlie  las:  jar,  and  returned  into  the  kitchen  ;  and  after  lui^.n^;  pot 
some  oil  in  her  lamp  and  li^^htcd  it,  she  took  a  targe  keitJe,  and  went  .igam  inla 
the  court  to  till  it  with  oil  from  the  par.  This  done,  she  brou^'ht  it  back  aKOJO.  put 
it  over  the  hrc,  and  made  a  great  Blaze  under  it  with  a  quantity  of  wood  ;  for  the 
sooner  the  uil  boiled,  the  sooner  her  plan,  which  was  for  the  welfare  of  tlw  whole 
family,  would  be  executed,  and  it  required  the  utmost  disp.iti  h.  Ai  Iciwth  dw 
oil  boiled.  She  ioi)k  ihc  kettle  and  poured  into  each  yxr,  from  the  nrst  to  IJBC  bu. 
sufficient  boiling  oil  *.o  scald  the  robbers  and  deprive  them  of  Itfc,  which  she 
effected  lo  her  wishes. 

This  act,  so  worthy  of  the  intrepidity  of  Morgiana.  being'  performed  whbotti 
noise  or  disturbance  to  any  one,  exactly  as  she  had  conceived  it^  she  rctunwd  to- 
thc  kitchen  with  the  empty  kettle,  and  shut  the  dow.    She  put  out  the  Urge  iiic  .=  "S 
she  had  made  up  for  ihi>  purpose,  and  only  left  enough  to  finish  Ixjiling  the  biuili..^**' 

for  Ali  liaba.    She  then  blew  out  the  lamp  and  remained  perfectly  ailient,  debtr ^^ 

mined  not  to  go  to  bed  until  she  had  observed, as  much  as  ibe  obscurity  of  nij^liL^^^ 
would  allow  her  to  distinguish,  what  would  ensue,  from  a  window  of  the  kiKnen^c^^v 
which  overlooked  the  court 

Morgiana  had  scarcely  waited  a  quarter  of  an  hour  when  the  capiain  of  ihc — ^  ' 
robbers  awoke.     He  got  up,  and  opening  the  window,  looked  out :  aU  wm  dui,   .^^ 
and  a  profound  silence  reigned  ;  he gax-e  the  signal  by  throntneihepebbIes,manfa^ 
of  which  fell  on  the  jars,  as  the  sound  plainly  proved.     He  listened,  but  he 
nothing  that  could  lead  him  lo  suppose  his  men  obe>'ed  the  summons.     He 
came  uneasy  at  this  delay,  and  ilircw  some  pebbles  down  a  second  and  evi 
third  ume.    They  all  struck  the  jars,  yet  nothing  appeared  to  indicate  that 
were  attended  to  :  he  was  at  a  loss  to  accoimt  for  tttis  mysierj-.     He 
into  the  court  in  the  utmost  alarm,  with  as  little  noise  as  possible,  and 
the  ftr&t  jar.    .As  he  was  going  to  ask  if  the  robber  contained  in  it,  a 
supposed  still  living,  was  asleep,  he  smelt  a  strong  seem  of  hot  and  bumtny 
issuing  from  the  jar,  by  which  be  suspected  his  enterprise  against  AK  Bab* 
destroy  him,  pillage  his  house,  and  carry  off,  if  possible,  all  the  money  wliicii 
bad  taken  from  htm  and  the  community,  had  failed.    He  proceeded  co  the 
jar,  and  to  all  insucces'.ion.and  discovered  that  all  his  men  had  shared  the 
fate ;  and  hy  the  diminution  u{  the  oil  in  that  which  he  bad  braui^  fttU, 
guessed  the  means  that  had  been  used  to  deprive  him  criT  the  assistance  he 
pected.     Mortiticd  at  h.\ving  thus  missed  his  aim,  he  jumped  over  the 
gate  which  led  out  of  tlie  court.and  going  from  one  garden  to  another  " 
over  the  walls,  he  made  his  escape. 

When  Morgiana  perceived  that  all  u'as  still  and  silent,  .ind  that  the 
of  the  thieves  did  not  return,  she  concluded  he  had  decamped  as  he  did, 
of  attempting  to  escape  by  the  house  door,  which  was  t.i.>icncd  with  iS<m! 
bolts.     Fully  satisfied  and  overjojxd  at   having  so  well  succeeded  in 
the  safely  of  the  whole  family,  she  at  length  retired  to  bed  and  soon  fcU 

Ah  15aba  went  out  licfore  daybreak,  and  rep^iired  to  the  bittu  followed 
slave,  totally  ignorant  of  the  suprising  event  which  h.ad  taken  puoe  in  hi* 
during  his  sleep,  for  Moripana  bad  not  thought  it  necessary  to  «nke  lum, 
ttcularly  as  she  had  no  ume  to  lose  while  she  was  eng4£cd  in  ho- 
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enterprise,  and  it  u^s  useless  to  interrupt  his  repose  after  she  had  avened  the 
dancer. 

When  he  rcturnctl  fruii  tlic  batli.  the  sun  txrin;;  risen.  Ali  U.i1m  was  surprised 
to  sec  the  jar-i  tif  Mil  -nil  in  tlii-ir  (jlaccs,  and  th.it  the  iiu'rch.int  had  mic  taken 
them  to  the  market  wmIi  hi»  mules;  lie  inquired  the  rcabnn  <<t'  M>iri;iana,  uho 
let  hint  in,.ind  wli.>  h.id  Icl't  evcruhin^  in  il»  uri>(mal  ^itate.in  order  to  !>hi<w  him 
ihe  deceit  »]ii<  li  li.til  )K.-L-n  prarti^ed  on  him, ami  to  convince  him  mure  sensibly 
of  the  etVort  silie  li.ui  mark-  tor  his  {irescrvation. 

".My  giKid  in.tsiir.'  -aid  Mnr^jiana  lu  Ali  Ilaha'a  que>lii>n."  may  ("hkI  preserve 
you  and  all  vi'ut  i.tiuilv.  Vuu  mil  \yt  better  infunncd  of  »tiat  \uii  Hi<>h  to  know 
when  \ou  ^haii  \\\\m  -ei-n  what  I  am  ^oin;;  tit  show  you.  if  vmi  iiill  t.ike  the 
trouble  to  Lumc  ttith  iik."  Ali  ilaki  follouL-d  Mur^i.ma.and  »hi-n  •ihe  h.u[  shut 
the  door,  slic  t>Hik  him  i<>  thelirst  jar,  and  bid  him  look  in  and  see  if  it  roni.iincd 
oil.  He  did  Ai  i-he  di-iiretl,  and  [)t.Tireivin;;  a  man  in  the  iar.  he  h-ftily  drew  luck 
and  uttered  a  <  ry  of  >ui prise.  "  iJo  not  lie  afi'.Lid."  s.iiil  '■lie,  "the  man  you  si.-c 
there  will  not  dn  %i)u  ain  harm  ;  he  has  .ittempled  it. but  he  ivtll  never  hurt  either 
you  ur  any  one  ei^c  a>:.i:n.l<)i-  he  i^  now  a  lifeless  curpac.''  "  .Mor;;i.ma,"  e\cl.iiincd 
Ali  Ilab.i."uli,i:  il.ie-ai!  tni-.mf.m?  I>o  explain  lliis  mystery.*'  "1  uill  explain 
it."  replied  Mcr^iaiia  :  "  I  nit  nuidcratc  your  a^rtonishment.and  do  not  awaken  the 
curiukity  (if  \i<t:i  i!c.^lili->-.:r3  lu  learn  what  it  in  of  the  utmoM  in)iMirt.\nrc  tliat  you 
should  keep  ^ei  ret  ami  >'>>n' e.llei!.      l.onk  lir»l  al  all   the  other  jars." 

Ali  Elaba  lA.iinmi  d  all  ilie  rest  of  tlie  jar-,  one  after  another,  from  the  first  till 
he  came  to  ihc  l.i^!.  »!i;<  h  >  ontalned  the  oil.  and  lie  remarked  that  its  contents 
were  conitcirraliI\  tliiu.iualieil.  This  o|K'ra:iiin  Ix-inj^  completed,  he  remained 
ntutionle'is  u.:li  .i-t 'in-iuiH-n'.,  ;M>inetime3  casting  h:i  c>es  on  Mor)i;ianj.  then 
luukin^  nt  t'u-  lai-,  m:  vtiihi>ut  s{K-.ikin}^  a  word.  >o  ;;rea;  w.i-  lii-  >.ir)>ri-e.  At 
len;:th.a-  if  -)m'ci  )i  vta-  -udilenly  restored  to  him,  he  naid. "  And  uliat  is  become 
of  the  men  ii.iM  :" 

"The  mer>  li  n,-.  ■•  ;.!  r  .i  Miirj;ian.i.  ''is  jii-t  a-  imi' h  a  ir.cri  ha:it  a*  I  am.  I 
ran  tell  xiui  \\\\  •  in     -..ir,.',  uli.it  i-  Ik-ioih*.-  of  lum  :  but  voi:  Ukl  he.it  tlie  Mhole 

history  m.ut- ■ .  ;,:i;.:!;.  in  yiui  own  ch.im?<T.  (or  it  is  now  tune.  lor  the  sake 

of  your  healtli.  i!-.i:  ■■  .  -li'aM  t.ike  >'--.:r  li;ut!i  after  ■  .■mu  ^  ■■nt  tif  the  bath."' 
WliiNt  .Ml  Hail-  v,.M  ;  "...  Ii.,  p'oni.  M'ir:;iana  lel-ained  :■■  the  k:t'  lati  to  ^et  tlic 
broth :  and  u  Inn  -':  r  i  1  ..i^ht  1!.  lH-li<re  .\]i  li.i'i.i  »iiul<l  Like  ;t  lie  -.i:d.  "  lle>;in 
to  rcLiIe  lhi>  tM>i,<l«  1 1...  Ki-T<>ry,  and  i-.m-ly  the  e\ticme  mi]ial;eiu'e  I  feel  tu 
know  all  Its  1  ir<  i:iii-r.i'    I  -.' 

Mor;{ian.i.  111  I'licUa  1 '  r  lo  .Ali  i;al>.i\  reiitie^t.  detailctl  tlir  f^cni-  cf  the  prc- 
cedin}*  nitthi.  adilnv.  a-  -lie  cm' bided.  "  I  .im  lonvini  cd  that  this  istheion- 
clusion  of  .1  -L'li''i;!i-  "f  hIik  h  I  i<li-ei\ed  the  iH-^^inniii;;  Iwd  mt  tliree  ilav«  a^'o, 
but  whi<  li  1  dit!  ;^-t  tliitik  it  nd'e^-ary  to  tmuble  you  with  an  .ic«  oiinT  of."  She 
then  lies'  ril>eil  ihe  ir..i:k-  iiiadi-  iijmn  the  do..r.  .iml  the  maiir.*-;  in  wlw  li  she  had 
renderrii  itn-in  ixii---.  .i-litin^,  "  If  ymi  i  htmici  I  tin-.  vmiIi  wha:  lii-  liap[K-neil. 
you  u  ill  timl  ill  '  ::.-■  uli.ih-  11  a  marhinat:on  for.trixed  !•■.  it--  ;l.;i  i-c-  *'\  ihe 
forest,  who. r  ii.  [,.  1  kiiMW  not  how. -cem-  li  !«  dim;n:-li"  '.  !■■•  !»■■:  b'll  be 
th.it  a-  It  ii::'. .  :  .-  l■■•^^  M  ilaied  to  ilirer  .tt  iiio-t,  Thi- p:-'-.'  -  tl.at  thc\  .tie 
dcteriiunrd  ■■:;  \  :  i;- ..::■,,  .i:id  vmi  will  do  r  .  lit  :.i  Im- <■!.  >■■■..:  ;:;:.>rii  a.;.iin>t 
them  M-  iiiii_  .1-  ■.  .  .  If  .  fiM.r  that  even  I'-n-  re:'i  irr-  <  ir.  is.y  pif:,  I  w.'il  <lii 
all  in  iin   [>iiiu  r  !  ■  ■  i:.'  ■  \     1:  preservation,  ulm  Ji  inilt-i-d  I  "  or-.-abr  111  >  dk.ty.  ' 

When  Ml-.-  .\'.  i  ■  -  ..-1  il  sj^akir..:.  Aii  li.ib.i.  jm  leirit-  -i  x*-li  .;i.it.;.:';e  f"T  the 
Crral  nbl^.i-;..-!  \..  .  ,■..;  hi:,  ri  pl:ed.  "  I  Hill  ic  ■■iiM"-!i-^''  V"':  a-  \-'a  ile-ene 
before  I  ti."'  1  ■  ..■  \\\.  '..;*<■  :..  \,,:i.  .n;.l  1  .  ^.\c  v.-u  .11  inuir.i  .ti-  p-.-.l  if  mv 
fccliiii;'.  i.n  :!i.-  I  ■-■■;.  I  fi  <iii  this  ni'-iiient  .:!»e  >■  1  ■.■  ..i  Uk  f.».  .it.  1  «.'l  S'--!! 
re«.itd  \'  u  1:1  .1  1:  .  v.;.].'  manner.      I  am  \*  r-ij.i.i-  .i.  .1.  «ei;  .i-  >■  ::t>o!t.  that 

the  (oriv  T>!'ltf--  ;,:  -.  :■  ■■.  'M.ire  l.r  me.  «.•■(!.  ihi.  ...h  ■• .  .ii  i:;'  .i-i -.  l.i'  -iclvcrid 
mc  from  ihi-  <.,i;.  \  Xvy^ic  Me  uiU  CunLm::c  t<'  yxyi'.x.- 1  me  tr^iii  then  m.dicc. 
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and  ihat,  by  averting  dcsiniciion  fruin  my  head.  He  will  make  it  recoil  with 
greaicr  certainly  an  thtm,  and  thus  deliver  the  world  from  so  dangerous  and 
cursed  a  perscciUion.  What  we  have  now  lo  do  is  to  use  the  utmost  dispatch  tn 
bur^-in^  the  bodies  of  this  pe&t  of  the  human  race,  yei  with  so  much  sccresy  that 
no  one  shall  enrertain  the  sh<^htesi  suspicion  of  ihcir  fate,  and  for  this  purpose  1 
will  instantly  go  to  work  wiih  Abdallx'' 

Ali  Haba's  ^.irdcn  was  of  a  considerable  length,  and  terminated  by  some  Ur|ft 
trees.  He  went  wirhout  delay  with  his  slave,  to  dig  a  ^'ravc  under  these  trees  of 
sufficient  length  and  bie:id(h  [o  contain  the  U)dict>  he  had  to  mtcr.  The  gnxmd 
was  soft  and  easy  lo  remove,  so  they  were  not  lony  in  completing  their  worlt. 
They  look  the  bodies  out  of  the  jars,  and  set  apart  the  arms  with  which  the 
robbers  had  furnished  themselves.  They  then  carried  ihe  bodies  to  the  boltooi 
of  the  garden  .ind  placed  ihcm  in  the  Rrave,  and  after  having  covered  iheni  with 
ihc  earth  ihey  had  previously  removed,  ihey  spread  about  what  remained,  to 
make  ihc  surface  of  the  ground  appear  c\-en,  as  it  was  before.  Ali  Baha  can- 
fully  concealed  the  od-jars  and  the  arms  ;  and  as  for  the  mutes,  of  which  be  was 
not  then  in  want,  he  sent  them  lo  the  market  at  different  times,  where  he  dispoied 
of  them  by  means  of  his  slave. 

Whilst  Ah  Baba  was  taking  these  precautions  to  prevent  its  beinR  public) 
Vnown  by  what  means  he  had  become  rich  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  tne  ca 
tain  of  the  fortv'  thieves  had  returned  to  the  forest,  mortified  \-  ■■ 
having  met  wiih  such  bad  success.  On  reaching  the  cavern,  n 
of  this  gloomy  habitation  appeared  lo  him  insupportable.  "  llrasc  i 
cried  he,  "  partners  of  my  labours  and  my  pains  I  where  are  you  r 
accomplish  without  your  assistance  ?  Did  1  select  and  assemble  you  ^nij  lo 
you  perish  alt  at  one  moment  by  a  destiny  so  fatal  and  so  unworthy  of 
courage?  My  regret  for  your  loss  would  not  have  been  so  poignant  had 
died  sabre  in  hand  like  valiant  men.  When  sliall  I  be  able  \o  cullcct 
another  troop  of  intrepid  men  like  you?  and  even  should  I  wish  it,  how  oiqU 
undertake  it  without  exposing  so  much  specie  in  gold  and  silver  lo  the  mttcy 
him  who  hath  already  enriched  himself  with  a  part  of  this  treasure  ?  I 
must  not,  think  of  such  an  enterprise  until  I  have  put  a  period  to  his  exi 
^\^lat  I  have  not  been  able  to  accomplish  with  such  powerful  asststaace  I 
perfi3rm  alone :  and  when  I  shall  have  secured  this  immense  property  from 
exposed  to  pilLige,  I  vn\\  then  endeavour  to  provide  a  master  and  sttcccasors  i- 
it  after  my  decease,  that  it  may  be  not  only  preserved,  but  augtoenud  to  ^f'  \ 
latest  posterity."  Havin^j  formed  this  resolution,  he  felt  no  embarrassment  t^^Ss 
the  cxcmtion  of  it,  and,  hllcd  with  the  most  pleasing  hopes,  he  fell  asleep,  as^^u 
passed  the  rest  uf  the  night  vcrj'  quietly. 

The  next  n>orning  the  captain  of  the  robbers  awoke  at  an  early  hour,  xsaaBh 
had  proposed,  put  on  a  dreis  suitable  to  his  design,  and  repaired  to  the  »■  '~'1y. 
where  he  took  a  lod^ng  in  a  khan.    .As  he  supposiS  thai  what  hail  happcae^=^a 
the  house  of  Ali  B.ibn  might  have  become  generally  known,  he  asked  uC  hoeSKI  g 
there  were  any  news  stirring;  in  reply  to  which  ilic  hnst  talked  on  a  variet-^-^rtrf 
subjects,  but  none  relating  to  what  he  wished  to  be  informed  oC     Dy  Iht^    ht 
concluded  that  the  reason  why  Ali  Baba  kept  the  inin%.iciiim  so  proCaMCsdfy 
secret  was,  that  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  dtvulged  that  he  had  access  tos<^    »■ 
mense  a  tieasure,  and  alwi  that  he  was  apprehensive  of  his  life  bcinie  in  dasnr 
on  this  account.    This  idea  excited  him  to  neglect  nothing  that  could  hasaecs  la 
destruction,  which  he  intended  to  accomplish  b)'  means  as  secret  as  AG  Bkib 
had  adopted  towards  the  robbers. 

The  captain  provided  himself  with  a  horse,  which  he  m.idc  use  of  lo  CCTW«y«a 
his  lodging  several  kinds  of  rich  stulTs  nnd  tine  linens.  '  i -^loi  di 

forest  at  various  tintes,  with  all  tlic  necessary  precauricr,  .  x  pbtx 

from  wh«)ce  he  brought  them  stiU  concealed.    In  order  to  dispcM  oi  tiiis  wmt' 


TV  Hiitory  9/ AH  Baha  ami  the  F^riy  ReHtn, 
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raa  c4fT4ia 


idtoib  whtn  h*  tad  coOeocd  lacetlwr  u  nutch  u  be  dtoasht  propar,  bs 
•OTilu  nr  a  ibopk  Uaviu  found  ooe  ihu  mold  hir  bm,  he  Etna  ii  U  iha 
pnipiictor,  foniiMd  ii  viih  Koodt.  and  cuabtiifaad  bkntdf  in  il  The  ifaop  thu 
mu  oaclljr  oppu»i>c  to  hit  wmi  tfctt  wUcfa  had  habamd  lo  Cauim,  utd  was  acnr 
occupicil  by  the  son  of  Ali  Batn. 

The  cjputn  of  the  robtxn,  who  had  ammtd  the  aaaw  of  Cogia  Hausaain. 
Ad  DM  (all  m  the  proper  onlttici  10  Aa  mwrfcantt  bb  ncMihewi,  which,  a* 
bita(  lately  comt,  wa»  the  ttwal  csMDOi.  Bm  ihaioaof  AH  BabaMiagyoMBC 
and  of  a  plnutni*  addren,  and  ihe  capiaia  havtof  OMn  ftonuwn  occatMm  to 
convene  wiih  him  tKin  wiih  the  othcrt,  be  vcnr  loon  Imiacd  aa  httimary  with 
bin.  Thii  ocquainuncc  he  toon  Kxdirtd  lo  owtTaie  with  cnater  aMMkHCy  aad 
can,  when,  tbm  or  four  dayi  after  he  waa  lattlod  to  hb  ibop.  be  racofaiwd  All 
Baba«  wbo  caow  lo  m«  bia  Ma,  a*  be  wai  in  the  ounan  habit  «C  doteft  aad 
an  toqairing  of  ibt  ton  aftef  bia  depanwc,  dbtovored  thai  he  waa  hit  (alhcr, 
HcnowiftCTeandUaaneottoQaartdcanawatobim;  ha  made  bim  «c«cral  Ikile 
pttmi,  and  alto  often  invited  bin  lo  hit  ttbfe,  wbcf*  be  regaled  Um  varjr 
handiooiei  y  • 

Theeoaof  Ali  BabadidmM  cbooae  toracainMaMay  obMj^MiOMfroai  Cogia 
HauHua  wuhocit  rciuralii|c  ibwk  Bm  Ida  Mgiag  waa  nul^  aad  ha  lad  b« 
coovenieiKe  for  regaling  bun  as  be  wished.  He  warieaed  Ua  iBwackm  to  fab 
tether,  adding  thai  h  was  not  proper  that  ba  should  ddqr  aiqr  leafv  to  rctnni 
the  fitvoon  he  bad  rccelTed  Itobi  Cogia  HoassaJn. 

AU  Baba  very  wiUmgty  look  the  chaiga  «f  iba  vnteruuuncnt,  **  My  ion,"  laid 
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he,  "  to-morrow  is  Fritlny,  and  as  it  is  a  day  on  which  the  moit  consic 
merchants,  such  as  Cogia  Housiain  and  yourself,  keep  llicir  ihopi  shut,  invij 
liiin  10  take  a  nalk  with  you  after  dinner,  <ind  a«  you  return,  direct  your  c<ruT 
so  that  you  may  pasi  my  house,  and  then  bet;  him  m  come  in.     It  will  be  belter 
10  manage  thus.tnan  to  invite  himinaform.il  way.    I  will  givcordcnto  Morgiaojt 
to  prepare  a  supptr,  and  have  it  ready  b>'  the  time  you  come." 

On  the  Friday,  Co;;ta  Huu>sain  anu  the  son  of  Ali  Uaba  met  in  the  afternoon 
to  take  their  walk  together,  as  had  been  ayteed.    On  their  return,  the  sun  of  .A  ' 
b.iba,  as  if  by  accident,  led  Cogia   Houssain  ihrnugh  the  street  in  which  \\ 
father  lived,  and  when  they  had  reached  the  hnvi$e,he  stopped  him,  and  knu.' 
at  the  door.     "This."  &.iid  he,  "Is  my  father's  house;  he  has  Jciired  me 
procure  him  the  honour  of  your  acquainLancc,  after  what  1  told  him  of  vol 
friL-ndahip  for  me.    J  entreat  you  to  add  this  favour  to  the  many  I  have  receiH 
from  you.' 

Although  Coj-ia  Houssain  h.-id  now  reached  tlie  cibjcct  of  his  desires,  whit 
was  to  gam  admission  into  the  house  of  AH  Uaba,  and  tu  attempt  hi^  life  wiU 
h.i/arding  his  own  or  creatine  anv  suspicion,  yet  he  now  endeavoured  to  ew .. 
himself,  and  pretended  to  take  feavc  of  the  son  ;  hut  as  the  slave  of  Ati  Bal 
opened  the  door  at  tliat  moment,  the  son,  in  an  obliging  manner,  ii'>ok  him 
the  hand,  and  going  in  tir&t,  drew  him  forward,  and,  as  it  were,  forced  htm 
comply,  diou^  seemingly  against  his  wishcs. 

.'Ui  iialxi  received  Cogia  Houss.iin  in  a  friendly  manner,  and  gnve  him 
hearty  a  welcome  a?  he  could  desire.  He  tlxanked  him  for  his  kindness  to 
son.  "The  obligation  he  ia  under  to  vou/' added  he.  "as  well  at^  mysctf.il 
so  much  the  mart  considerable,  us  he  Is  a  younj:  man  who  h.'i*  not  yet  bc«»' 
much  in  the  world,  and  you  have  tlie  ){oodncss  to  condescend  to  form  hi» 
manners." 

Cogia  Houssaiitdid  not  spare  his  compliments  in  return  for  Ali  Baba's,  assurioi 
him  that  although  his  son  had  not  acquired  the  experience  nf  older  men.  ytx  tbif 
he  was  possessed  uf  an  amount  of  good  sense,  which  was  of  more  service  to  ton 
ihan  experience  was  to  many  others. 

After  a  short  conver>,ition  on  topics  of  an  indilTerent  nature,  CogU  Hocmain 
was  going  to  take  his  leave,  but  Ah  Baba  stopped  him.  "  Where  are  ycm  ffoinjr. 
sir?''  said  he  :  "I  entreat  you  to  do  mc  the  honour  of  staying  to  sup  Hith  mc 
The  himfible  meal  you  will  partakeof  is  little  worthy  of  die  honouryoawtll  confa 
on  it :  but  such  as  it  is,  1  hope  you  will  accqit  the  inicDtioo  with  as  macb 
gwHl-will  as  I  offer  it," 

"  Sir,"  replied  Cogia  Houssain,  "  \  am  fully  persuaded  of  your  kindness  ;  and 
although  I  beg  you  to  excuse  me,  if  I  take'  my  lea\e  without  arceptii 
obliging  invitation,  yex  I  entreat  you  to  believe  that  I  refuse  vou  not  from  ii 
or  contempt,  but  liccausc  1  have  a  ver\'  strong  reason,  and  which  I  am 
would  approve,  were  it  known  to  you.'' 

"What  might  this  reason  be.  sir,"  resumed  Ali  Bab3,'^might  I  take  the  lit 
of  nsking  you  i "    "  I  do  not  refuse  to  tell  ii,"  said  Cogia  H 
I  never  cat  of  any  dish  lh."it  has  salt  in  it— judge,  then.  ■ 
make  at  your  table. '    "  If  this  be  your  only  rcas^jn."  tcp!  ■ 
not  deprive  me  of  the  honour  of  your  comp.in\  ;il  suppct, 
lutely  determined  otherwise.     In  the  first  plar?,  the  brean  .... 
house  docs  not  contain  any  salt ;  and  ai  for  ihc  mc.it  and  nUicr 
you  there  shall  be  none  in  those  which  are  served  before  )  ou.     i  . 
give  orders  to  Uiat  effect :  you  will,  therefore,  do  mc  the  (ai-Dor  lo  nmam,  and  I 
will  be  with  you  in  an  instant." 

Ali  Ilaba  went  into  the  kitchen,  and  dc--ip:d  Mirgi.in.1  not  to  pat  any 
the  meat  she  w.is  going  to  serv'e  for  biipjier,  and  .il^o  to  prepare  two  oc, 
dishes  of  those  that  he  had  ordered  without  anv  salt. 


JiL 


{.tna,  who  was  just  going  to  scn-e  the  supper,  could  not  avoid  exprcsstn-; 
some  di&contvnt  al  this  new  order,  and  malcing  sonic  inmiines  of  A(i  Bal>.» 
"Who,"  said  she, "  is  this  difficult  man,  thai  cannot  eat  salt  ?  Your  supper  wUI 
be  good  for  nothing  if  1  delay  it  any  later."  "  Do  not  be  angr>' "  replied  Ah  Baba: 
"he  is  a  good  man  ;  do  what  I  desire  you." 

McNTgi&na  obeyed,  thouf^h  much  against  her  will ;  and  she  felt  some  curiosity 
to  see  this  man  who  did  not  cat  salL  When  she  had  finished,  and  Abdalla  had 
prepared  the  table,  bhc  assisted  him  in  carr>'in};  the  dishes.  On  looking  at  Cc^ia 
Houssain,  ^he  inslandy  recollected  him  to  hn  the  captain  of  the  robbers,  notwith- 
standing iiis  di&guise  ;  and  examining  )iim  with  great  attention^  she  perceived 
that  he  had  a  d.iggcr  concealed  under  his  dress.  "  I  am  no  longer  surprised," 
said  she  to  herself,  "  that  this  villain  will  not  eat  salt  with  my  master  :  he  is  his 
bitterest  enemy,  and  means  to  murder  htm ;  but  I  will  still  prevent  him  from 
accomplishing  his  purpose." 

When  Mon^iana  had  hnished  ser\'ing  the  dishes,  and  assisting  Abdalla,  she 
availed  herself  of  the  time  while  they  were  nt  supper,  and  made  the  necessary 
preparations  for  the  execution  of  an  enterprise  of  the  boldest  and  most  intrepid 
nature  ;  and  she  had  just  completed  ihcm  when  Abdalla  came  to  acquaint  her 
that  it  was  time  to  serve  the  fruiL  She  carried  it  in  :  and  when  Abdalla  had 
taken  away  ihc  supper,  she  placed  it  on  the  table.  She  then  pu't  a  small  table 
near  All  U'aba,  with  the  wine  and  three  cups,  and  left  the  roum  witli  Abdalla, 
as  tf  to  go  to  supper  toKClher,  and  leave  All  Baba,  according  to  custom,  at  liberty 
10  converse  and  entertain  himself  uith  his  guest  and  lo  push  the  wine  about. 

Cogia  Houssain,  ur  rather  the  captain  of  the  forty  thieves,  now  Thought  that 
a  lavourable  ouuortunity  for  revenging  himself  on  Ali  Baba,  by  taking  his  life, 
was  arrived.  I  will  make  them  buth  intoxicated,"  thought  he,  "  and  then  the 
son,  against  whom  I  bear  no  malice,  will  not  prevent  my  plunging  my  dagger 
into  the  hean  of  his  &tber,  and  I  shall  escape  hy  way  of  the  garden,  as  I  did 
before,  while  the  cook  and  the  slave  are  at  their  supper,  or  perhaps  asleep  in  the 
kitchen." 

»lcad.  however,  of  going  lo  supper,  Morgiana,  who  had  penctmtcd  into  the 
luf  tlie  pretended  Cogia  Houssain,  did  not  allow  him  time  to  put  liis  wicked 
Minns  in  execution.  She  dressed  herself  like  a  dancer,  put  on  a  head-dress 
ible  to  that  character,  and  wore  a  girdle  round  her  waist  of  silver  gilt,  to 
:h  she  fastened  a  dagger  m.ide  of  the  same  metal  Her  face  was  covered 
by  a  very  handsome  mask.  When  she  had  thus  disguised  herself,  she  said  to 
AbdoUa.  "  Take  your  tabor,  and  let  us  go  and  entertain  our  master's  guest,  who 
u  the  friend  of  his  son,  as  we  do  sometimes  by  our  performances." 

Abdalla  look  his  tabor,  and  began  to  play  as  he  walked  before  MorgiaIU^  and 
entered  the  room  ;  Morgiana  fullowing  him,  madcalow  curtsey  with  a  deliberate 
air  to  aitiaci  notice,  as  if  to  request  permission  to  do  what  she  could  to  amuse 
Ihc  company.  Abd.illa  perceiving  that  Ali  liaha  was  going  to  speak,  ceased 
striking  nis  labor.  "Come  in,  Morgiana,"  cried  Ali  Baba;  "Cogia  Houssain 
will  judge  of  your  skill,  and  tell  us  his  opinion.  Do  not,  however,  suppose,  air," 
continued  he,  addressing  Cogia  Houssain, "that  I  have  been  at  any  expense  to 
procure  you  this  entertainment  We  have  composed  it  all  ourselves,  and  it  is  only 
my  slave  and  my  cook  and  housekeeper  whom  you  see.  I  hope  you  will  find  it 
•musing." 

Cogia  Hoossaindid  not  eitpect  Ali  Baba  to  add  this  entertainment  to  the  supper 
he  had  given  him.  This  made  him  apprehensive  tlwi  he  should  not  be  able  to 
avail  himself  of  the  op{Kirtunilv  he  thought  now  presented  itsclC  But  should  that 
be  the  case,  he  still  consoled  himself  with  the  hopes  of  meeting  with  another,if 
he  continued  the  acqiiaintanrc  with  AH  Baba  and  bis  son.  Therefore,  although 
he  would  gladly  have  dispensed  niththis  addition  to  the  cnlortaimneal,  he  never- 


thele5s  pretended  to  be  obliged  to  him,  and  added,  that  whatever  gave  Ali 
pleasure  coiiM  not  ^1  of  being  agreenble  to  him. 

\\1icn  Abdalla  perceiv-ed  that  Ali  Baba  .ind  Cogia  Houisain  had  ccascd  fpak> 
ing,  he  o^n  began  to  play  on  his  tabor,  singing  to  it  an  air  for  Morfiui  N 
dance  to ;   she.  who  was  equal  to  any  of  those  who  practised  d.mcinf  m  ihor 

Krofcssign.  performed  her  part  »o  admirably,  that  ever>-  spectator  who  had  ■*> 
er  must  have  been  deli^jhted,  independently  of  the  present  rompita},  d(  wted, 
pcrh.ip3,  Cugia  Houssain  was  iht-  least  attentive  to  her  cxteUcnce. 

After  h.ivinff  perfomied  several  dances  with  equal  grace  and  a|[ilitr.  >1*  * 
length  drew  out  the  d.ig^cr,  and  d.-inciny  with  it  in  her  liand,  she  curpasiH  il 
vhe  had  vet  done  by  her  light  movements  and  liigh  leaps,  and  b}  the  vowkiW 
efforts  which  she  intersperud  in  the  figure— sometimes  {iresenitng  the  «UgSO  ■ 
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if  to  strike,  and  at  others  holding  it  to  her  own  bosom,  pretending  to  stab  her- 
self. 

At  length,  as  if  out  of  breath,  she  took  the  tabor  from  Abdalla  wiUi  lier  left 
band^  and  holding  the  dagger  in  her  right,  she  presented  the  labor  with  the 
hollow  pnrt  un«-ards  to  Ali  Uabu,  in  imitutlun  uf  the  dancers  by  professioni  who 
mak«  use  of  this  practice  to  excite  the  liberality  of  the  ^>cctators. 

Ali  Baba  threw  a  piece  of  gold  into  the  t.ibor.  Morgiana  then  presented  it 
to  bis  son,  who  followed  his  father's  example.  Ci^a  Houssajn,  who  saw  that 
she  was  advancing  towards  him  for  the  same  purpose,  had  already  taken  his  purse 
(ram  his  bosom  to  contribute  his  present,  and  was  putting  his  hand  in  it.  when  Slor- 
giu)a,with  a  courage  and  fortitude  equal  to  the  re-solution  she  had  taken,  plunged 
the  dagger  into  his  heart  so  deep,  tlut  the  life-blood  streamed  from  the  wound 
when  she  withdrew  iL 

AU  Baba  and  his  son,  terrified  at  this  action,  uttered  a  loud  cry.  "  Wretch  ! " 
exclaimed  Ali  Baba,  "what  hast  thou  done?  Thou  hast  ruined  me  and  my  family 
for  ever !  * 

"What  I  have  done,"  replied  Morgiana,'"is  not  for  your  ruin,  but  for  your  pro- 
sarvaiion."  Then  opening  Cogia  Hou^sain's  robe  to  show  Ali  Baba  the  poniard 
which  was  concealed  under  it.  "  See,"  continued  ihc,  **  the  cruel  enemy  you  had 
to  deal  with  ;  examine  his  countenance  anentively,  and  you  will  tecogniic  tliC 
pntendcd  oil  merchant  and  the  capuin  of  the  forty  robbers.  Do  you  not  recollect 
that  he  refused  to  eat  salt  with  you?  Can  you  require  a  stronger  proof  of  hi* 
nuUcious  intentiLins?  lk.Torc  1  even  saw  him.  from  the  moment  you  told  mc  of 
this  peculiarity  in  your  guest,  I  suspected  bis  design,  and  you  are  now  convinced 
that  my  suspicions  were  not  ill  founded." 

Ali  Baba,  who  was  now  aware  of  the  fresh  obligation  he  owed  to  Moreiana  Ibc 
having  thu5  preserved  his  life  a  secnnd  time,  embr.iccd  her,  and  said,  ^  Morgiana, 
I  gave  j'our  liberty,  and  at  the  same  time  promised  to  give  you  stronger  proofs  of 
my  gratitude  at  some  future  period.  This  period  is  now  arrived,  and  I  prexnt 
]rou  to  my  son  as  bis  wife."  Then  addressing  his  son,  "  I  believe  you,"  said  he» 
''to  be  so  dutiful  a  son,  that  you  will  not  lake  it  amiss  if  I  should  bestow  Mor- 
fnna  upon  you,  without  pre\'iously  consulting  your  inclinations.  Your  obliga- 
Hon  to  ner  is  not  less  llian  mine.  You  plainly  see  that  Cogii  Hmissain  only 
■ought  your  acquaintance  in  order  to  insure  success  in  his  diabolical  ireac.ber>' ; 
aikd  had  he  ^arrificed  me  to  his  vengeance,  you  cannot  suppose  that  you  would 
have  been  spared.  You  must  further  consider  that,  in  m-arrying  Morgiana,  you 
connect  yourself  with  the  presen-cr  of  my  iaxnily,  and  the  support  of  yours  to  th« 
end  of  your  days." 

His  son,  far  from  showing  any  symptoms  of  discontent,  said  that  he  willingly 
consented  to  the  marriage,  not  only  because  he  was  desirous  of  proving  his  tcady 
obedience  to  his  father's  nishcs,  but  also  because  his  inclinations  strongly  urged 
bim  10  the  aniorL  The)-  then  b^an  to  prepare  for  the  interment  of  the  captain 
of  tiie  robbers  )yy  the  side  of  his  former  companions  ;  and  this  was  performed  with 
luch  Mcresy,  that  the  circumsunce  was  not  known  till  the  expiration  of  many 
ytan,  wben  no  one  was  any  longer  interested  in  keeping  this  memorable  history 

A  few  days  after,  Ali  Baba  had  the  nuptials  of  his  son  and  Morxiana  celebrated 
withjEteflt  solemnity,  and  he  had  the  5.-itis&ctioa  of  observing  that  the  friends  and 
neig^ibour«  he  hnd*  invited,  who  did  not  know  tbe  true  rcm»oD  of  the  marriage, 
but  were  not  ^  red  with  the  good  qualities  of  Morgiana,  adnured  his  gene* 

nsitvand  di 

Aha  the  marriage  was  solemnized.  All  Baba,  who  had  not  revisited  the  cave 
risce  he  hod  brought  away  the  body  of  his  brotber  Cassiro  on  one  of  the  three 
am,  toffciher  with  the  gold  with  which  the  other  two  were  bden,  lest  he  thould 
owet  wUi  any  of  the  thieves  and  be  surprised  by  them,  still  refrained  from  cofag^ 
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even  after  the  death  of  the  thirt)'-scvcn  robbers  attd  thdr  capUin,  a*;  he  was  igno* 
rant  of  the  fate  of  the  other  twu,  aiid  istupuo^cd  them  to  be  still  alivc. 

At  the  expiration  of  a  year,  however,  finaing  that  no  scheme  liad  been  attempted 
to  disturb  his  quiet,  he  had  the  curiosity  to  make  a  journey  to  the  cave,  twne 
the  neccssar>- urecaution  for  his  safety.  He  mounted  nts  horse,and  when  be  had 
nearly  reached  the  cave,  seemR  no  traces  q(  cither  men  or  horsci>,  he  conceived 
it  to  be  a  favourable  omen  ;  he  dismounted,  and  fastcnrng  his  horse  tliat  he  ihould, 
not  go  astray,  he  went  up  10  the  door,  and  repeated  the  words,  "Open,  S< 
which  he  had  not  forgotten.  The  door  opened,  and  he  entered.  The 
irhich  evcrj-thing  appeared  in  the  cave  led  Inm  lo  judfjc  that  no  one  had 
it  from  the  time  that  the  uictendcd  Cogia  Houssain  had  opened  hts  shop  in 
city,and  he  tlicrcfore concluded  that  the  whole  troopof  robbers  was  cxtcrminal 
and  tliat  he  was  the  only  person  in  the  whole  worla  who  was  acquiiintcd  withi 
secret  for  entering  the  cave,  and  consequently  that  the  immense  lrc~ 
tained  was  entirely  at  his  disposal  He  had  provided  himself  witha  f< 
and  hehlled  it\vithasmuch  gold  as  his  horse  could  caiT>-,  after whtcl.  i.^  h-^mh 
to  the  city. 

From  that  time  Ali  Baba  and  his  son,  whom  he  took  to  the  cave  and  tai 
the  secret  to  enter  it,  and  after  them  their  posterity,  wlio  were  also  entrusted 
ihe  important  secret,  enjoying  their  riches  with  moderation,  li*"cd  tngrcal 
dour,  and  were  honoured  with  the  most  dignified  situations  in  the  city. 

Having  finished  tlie  relation  of  this  siory,  Scheheraiad^  perceived  that  ibedAy 
was  not  yet  commenced,  and  therefore  began  to  recount  to  the  sultaa  this  wfakk 

foUon-5. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  ALI  COGIA,  A  MERCHANT  OF  BAGDAD. 


^N  (he  reign  of  the  Caliph  Haroun  Alraschid  there  lived  at 
merchant  named  Ali  Cogia,  who  was  neither  of  the  richest 
of  the  lowest  order,  and  who  dwelt  in  his  paternal  house, 
either  wife  or  cliildren.     He  lived  contented  with  what  hn 
produced,  and  was  as  free  in  his  actions  as  in  his  wilL     During  I. 
period  he  liad  fur  three  successive  nizhts  a  dream,  in  wbtch  an  _  _ 
man  appeared  to  him,  with  a  venerable  a^>cct  but  a  scvctre  coonre- 
nance,  who  reprimanded  hira  for  not  having  yet  performed  a  pi%nm- 
age  to  Nf  eccx 

This  dream  very  much  troubled  Ali  Cogia,  and  occasioned  him  great  craboo^ 
rassmenL  As  a  good  Mussulman,  he  was  aware  of  the  necir^stiy  uf  pcfiorauf 
this  pilgrimage;  but  as  he  was  encumbered  with  a  house  and  furniture,  udk 
shop,  he  had  alwav-s  considered  these  as  excuses  sufhciently  weighty  lo  dispense 
with  the  obligation,  and  be  endeavoured  to  compensate  for  tlie  neglect  by  cfair^ 
table  and  meritorious  actions.  But  since  he  had  these  dreams,  his  conKicnee  to 
much  disturbed  him,  and  he  was  so  fearful  lest  some  misfortune  should  hiw^ 
in  consequence,  that  he  resolved  no  longer  to  defer  this  act  of  duty. 

To  enable  himself  to  perform  this  in  the  following  year,  Ali  Cogia  began  lo  mO 
his  furniture ;  he  then  disposed  of  his  shop,  toother  with  the  grcatcu  part  (tflW 
merchandise  with  which  it  was  stocked,  reserving  only  such  as  might  be  uklllil 
at  Mecca ;  and  he  found  a  tenant  for  his  bouse,  to  whom  he  let  it  on  louc 

Having  thus  arranged  everything,  he  was  ready  to  set  out  at  the  tiBW  tki  il> 
caravan  for  Mecca  was  to  tukc  its  departure.  I'he  only  thmg  which  rtmtati 
to  be  done  was  to  find  some  secure  place  in  which  he  could  leai-e  the  suaofi 
thousand  pieces  of  gold,  which  remained  of  the  money  he  bad  Kt  apart  fivks 
pilgrimage,  and  which  would  have  encumbered  him  during  the  jouracy; 
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All  Cogia  m.ide  choice  of  a  jar  of  »  proper  si;e,  and  put  the  thousand  pieces  ol' 
fold  into  it,  and  then  lilled  it  up  with  olives.  After  having  closed  the  jar  tightly, 
Ee  took  it  to  a  merchant  who  vas  his  ^end.  "  (Irother,"  said  he  to  hiro,  "you 
are  not  unacquainted  with  my  intention  of  setting  out  on  a  pilj^nmage  to  Mcccft 
vitb  the  caravan  which  goes  in  a  few  days ;  1  beg  the  favour  of  you  to  take  charge 
of  this  jar  of  oUves  till  my  return."  The  tncrcbant  instantly  replied,  "  Here,  this 
is  the  key  of  my  warehouse,  take  the  jar  there  yourself,  and  place  it  where  you 
think  fit :  I  promise  you  th;)t  you  shall  find  it  in  the  same  place  when  you  come 
(or  it  apain. 

The  day  for  the  departure  of  the  caravan  from  It.igdad  being  arriveil,  AU  CogiA 
joined  it  with  a  camel  laden  with  the  merchandise  he  had  made  choice  of,  which 
also  served  bim  as  a  sort  of  saddle  to  ride  on,  and  he  arrived  in  perfccr  safety  at 
Mecca.  He,  together  ivith  the  other  pilgrims,  visited  the  temple— that  edihce.so 
celebrated  and  so  frequented  every  year  by  ail  the  Mussulman  nations,  who  repair 
thither  from  -ill  parts  of  tlie  globe,  to  obsen-e  the  religious  ceremonies  which  are 
required  of  them.  WTien  he  had  acauittcd  himself  of  the  duties  of  his  pilgrim- 
age;, he  exposed  the  merchandise  he  Kad  brought  wiUi  him  for  sale. 

Two  merchants.,  who  were  passing  that  way,  and  saw  the  goods  of  Ali  Cogia, 
found  them  so  beautiful  that  they  stopped  (a  look  at  them,  aluiough  they  did  not 
irant  to  purchase  them.  When  they  nad  saiisiied  their  curiosiry,  one  said  to  the 
other  as  he  was  walking  an-ay,  "  If  this  mcr>:h.int  knew  the  proht  be  could  make 
of  his  goods  at  Cairo,  be  would  Lake  them  there  in  preference  to  selling  them  here, 
•here  they  ore  not  of  so  much  value/' 

This  speech  did  not  escape  Ali  Cogia,  and  as  he  had  often  heard  of  the  beauties 
of  Egj-pt,  he  instantly  resolved  to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity,  and  to  travel 
to  that  countr>'.  Having  therefore  packed  up  his  bales,  instcid  of  returning  to 
fidtfdad,  be  took  the  road  to  E^typt,  and  joined  the  caravan  that  was  going  to 
Cairo.  When  be  arrived  there,  he  had  no  reason  to  repent  of  his  journey :  he 
indeed  found  it  so  much  to  his  advantage,  that  m  a  few  oays  he  had  disposed  o^ 
all  bis  merchandise  with  much  greater  profit  tlwn  he  could  possibly  have  eipected. 
He  then  purclKised  other  goods,  intending  to  go  to  Damascus,  and  whilst  he  was 
waiting  for  the  convenience  of  a  caravan,  which  was  to  go  in  six  weeks,  he  not 
only  visited  e\er>  thing  tliat  was  worthy  of  bis  curiosit)'  in  Cairo,  but  also  went  to 
*TCw  the  pTamids,  extended  his  journey  to  some  distance  up  the  Nile,  and  in- 
spected the  most  relchrated  cities  that  are  simated  on  its  banks. 

la  bis  way  to  Dam.isrus,  as  the  cara\-an  was  to  pass  through  jerrualem,  AU 
Cogia  took  the  opportunity'  of  visiting  the  temple,  whfih  is  considered  by  all  Mus- 
sulmans as  the  most  sacred  after  that  of  Mecca,  and  from  which  the  {Hacc  ttidf 
bu  obtained  the  epithet  of  the  Holy  City.  Ali  Cogia  found  the  city  of  Damascuf 
sodelicious  a  spot,  from  the  abundance  of  its  streams,  its  meadows,  and  enchant* 
tng  gardens,  that  evcrjihing  he  had  read  of  its  delights,  in  diflcrent  arcwmts  of 
the  place,  .ippeared  to* be  far  below  the  truth,  and  he  was  lempied  lu  prolong  hit 
residence  there  for  a  considerable  time.  As,  however,  he  did  not  forget  that  he 
had  to  return  to  Bagdad,  be  at  length  twjk  bis  departure  and  went  to  Aleppo, 
Hiere  be  also  passed  some  time,  and  from  thence,  after  having  crossed  the 
Eopbrates,  he  took  the  road  to  Moussoul,  intending  to  shorten  his  journey  by 
loing  down  the  Tigris. 

But  when  /\Ji  Cogia  had  reached  Mouuonl,  the  Persian  merrhants  with  whom 
be  had  travelled  from  /Vlcppo.  and  had  fonncd  an  intimacy,  gamed  sogreacaa 
•SOendAocy  over  his  mind  oy  their  obliging  manners  artd  agrccftUe  convemtioD, 
that  they  had  no  diBicult>-  in  persuading  him  to  acrnmpnny  them  10  Schinu,  frooi 
Whence  It  would  be  easy  for  him  to  return  to  Bagd.<  i  comtdcrabk  profit. 

They  took  him  through  the  ritie^  i.tf  Sult.\nta,  Ke>,  ubaa,  Ii|)iUian,  aod 

then  to  Schira^,  frnrr.  s«hcnre  he  h.u!  ihr  further  cuopLuunce  to  ^o  *i(h  ihem 
to  iJuUSy  and  then  tcuim  aj;am  to  ^thiraz. 
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In  this  way,  reckoning  also  the  itme  Ali  Coj^  resided  in  each  at}-,  n  was  nov 
neAfly  seven  years  &ince  he  had  quitted  Hagd^d,  .ind  he  determined  lo  retunt 
Till  this  period,  the  fnend  to  whom  he  had  eniniiitcd  the  jar  of  ohvcs  before  be  left 
that  city,  had  never  thought  more  cithcc  of  hiin  or  his  jur.  At  tlic  very  time  that 
Ah  Cogia  was  on  bia  return  witti  a  caravan  fruiu  Schirni,  one  evening;  as  bn  friend 
the  merchant  was  at  supper  with  hi^  family,  ihc  conversation  by  accident  turned 
npon  olives,  and  his  wife  expressctf  a  d«ire  of  eating  some,  adding  that  it  was  x 
long  lime  wncc  any  liad  been  produced  in  her  house. 

*'  Now  you  speak  of  olives,"  <aid  the  merchant, "  you  remind  me  that  Ali  Cogii. 
when  he  went  to  Mecci  seven  \-ear»  since,  left  me  a  ]ar  of  them,  which  be  bmutV 
placed  in  my  uvirehnuiic,  thnt  he  might  tind  thcni  there  on  his  return.  But  I  knov 
not  what  is  become  of  Ah  Cogia.  Some  one,  it  is  true,  on  the  return  of  the  can- 
\-an,  told  tne  That  he  was  gone  into  Egypt.  He  mu^it  have  died  there.  a:s  he  bu 
rc\er  returned  in  the  course  cif  so  many  years :  we  may  surely  eat  Ine  alj«Ts  tf 
Ihcy  are  still  good.  Cjivc  me  a  dish  and  a  light,  and  I  will  go  and  get  same.tlMt 
we  may  taste  tbcm." 

"  In  the  name  of  Gud,"  replied  the  wife,  "do  not.  my  dear  husband^ commit  to 
disgraceful  .in  action :  you  well  know  that  nothing  is  so  sacred  as  a  tntftt  of  Uus 
kind.  Yo  s-iy  that  it  is  seven  years  since  Ali  Co^-la  went  to  Mccra.  Mul  lie  bai 
never  returned ;  hut  you  were  infonned  he  was  gone  into  Kgyptt  Uld  bov  auk 
you  ascertain  that  he  has  not  gone  still  farther?  It  is  enough  tnat  vou  bAV*  it- 
ceived  no  intelligence  of  his  death :  he  may  return  lo-morrow  or  the  dxy  aSka 
to-morrow.  Consider  how  infamous  it  would  be  for  you,  as  welJ  a^  your  umily, 
if  be  were  to  return,  and  you  could  not  restore  the  jar  into  his  hands  in  the  same 
state  as  when  he  entrusted  it  to  your  care.  For  my  prait,  1  declare  thai  1  neitber 
wish  for  any  of  tticse  olives,  nur  will  eat  any  of  (hem.  Wliat  I  said  was  mcrel; 
by  way  of  conver^iion.  Besides,  do  you  suppose  that,  after  so  long  a  tiiDC^  tbe 
olives  can  be  good  ?  They  must  be  putrid  and  spoiled.  And  if  All  CogU  rctunn, 
as  I  have  a  sort  of  foreboding  that  he  will,  and  he  perceive  thai>xHi  have  optnad 
the  jar,  what  opinion  will  be  form  of  your  friendship  and  integrity?  1  cmjait 
you  to  abandon  your  design.** 

This  good  woman  thus  protracted  her  arguments,  only  because  she  saw,  bjr 
her  husband's  countenance,  that  he  was  bent  on  his  design.  In  fact,  he  paid  t» 
attention  to  this  goott  ad\ice,  hut  got  up,  and  taking  a  light  and  a  diih.  he  wvai 
to  his  wwchousc.  "  Remember  at  Icist,"  said  the  wife,  "  that  I  bav«  no  slurt 
in  what  you  are  going  to  do:  <so  do  not  attribute  any  fault  to  me,  if  yov  bav* 
hereafter  to  repent  of  the  action." 

Tlic  mcTchnnt  still  turned  a  deaf  car  to  all  she  said,  and  persisted  in  his  pur- 
pose. When  he  got  into  the  warehouse  he  opened  tlic  px,  and  found  the  oufts 
all  spoiled ;  but  lo  be  convinced  whether  those  that  ivcrc  under  were  as  bad  as 
the  upper  ones,  he  poured  some  out  into  the  dii^ti,  and  as  he  shook  the  lU  tOOMkc 
them  (all  out  the  easier,  same  pieces  of  gold  fell  out  nUo,  At  the  Sight  of  till 
money  the  mor<:h.inl,  who  was  naturally  of  a  sordid  and  avaricious  oimMttm 
looked  into  the  jar,  .-^nd  perceived  that  he  had  emptied  almost  all  tbe  olives  iaio 
the  dish,  and  that  what  remained  waA  moitey  in  pieces  of  gold,  lie  put  tbcolfR* 
agiun  into  tlic  jar,  and,  covering  tt,  left  the  warehouse. 

"You  spoke  the  truth,  wife,"  said  he,  when  he  returned.  "TheolivcianaA 
ipoiled.and  I  have  stopped  up  the  jar  again,  so  that  if  Ali  Cogta  cs-er  comes  bidK 
Ke  will  not  discover  that  I  ha^c  touched  it"    "  You  would  nave  Amw  hrt»e«  * 

take  my  advice,"  relumed  the  wife,  **  not  to  have  nf. 

that  no  ei-il  may  come  of  it"    The  merchant  p.iid  as  i 

words  of  his  wife  as  he  had  done  to  her  former  n     ■  ra*^ 

the  whole  night  in  devising  means  to  take  pos*e'-  wdk 

away  that  he  might  enjoy  it  in  security,  should  In-  .-^i  i  itrjin  .u^.i  .  ..u-n  l.ic  JK 
The  next  morning,  very  carlv,  tic  went  out  to  buy  some  olives  of  that  r*''^ 
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Sow^    He  threw  away  those  which  had  been  in  Ali  Cojpa's  jar,  and  takiog  out 
e  goWjhe  put  il  in  a  place  of  safety ;  then  rilling  the  jar  with  the  fteih  olives  he 
"  ~  t  just  bought,  he  put  on  the  same  cover,  and  placed  it  io  the  same  &pot  where 
Cogia  had  left  ii. 
About  a  month  after  the  merchant  had  committed  this  treacherous  act,  Ali 
^Cogia  anived  at  Bagdad,  after  his  long  absence  ^m  that  city.    As  he  had  le 


\- 
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Kia  hoase  before  his  -departure,  he  alighted  at  a  khan,  where  he  took  a  lodging 
MDtit  he  had  informed  Kis  tenant  of  his  return,  that  he  nrught  procure  h  mtcif 
another  resideiHrc. 

The  next  day  .\li  Cogia  went  to  see  his  friend  the  merchant,  who  received  him 
with  open  arms,  tc^tifyin^  tlie  utmost  joy  at  seeing  him  again,  after  an  absence 
of  90  many  yeus,  which  he  said  almost  made  him  despair  of  ever  beholding  htm 
«ny  motr. 

AAer  the  usual  compliments  had  been  cxchanKcd  on  their  meeting.  Ali  Cogia 
ll^Eged  the  merchant  to  iriurn  him  the  j.ir  of  olives  which  he  had  left  m  his  care, 
at  iKe  same  time  apologising  for  the  liberty  he  had  taken  in  having  troubled  him. 
**  My  dear  friend,"  replied  ihe  merchant,  "'do  not  think  of  making  excuses  ;  your 
}as  has  been  no  cnrunibrance  to  me,  and  I  should  have  done  the  same  with  you 
had  I  been  situaied  as  >-ou  were.  1  (ere  is  the  key  of  my  warehouse,  go  and  take 
it ;  you  will  tind  tt  where  you  put  it  yourself." 

Ait  Cogia  went  to  the  warehouse  and  took  out  the  jar.  and  having  given  the 
ke>'  to  the  merchant,  lie  thanked  him  fur  the  favour  he  bad  done  hira,  and  re- 
turned to  the  klian  where  he  lodged.    He  opened  the  jar,  and  thrusting  his  hand 
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to  the  depth  where  be  supposed  the  thousand  pieces  of  gold  which  he  had  con- 
cealed there  might  be,  he  w<is  extremely  surprised  at  not  feeling  them.  He 
thou^t  he  must  be  deceived,  and  to  unravel  the  mystery  as  soon  as  po&silik, 
and  rehcvc  his  doubts,  he  took  some  of  the  dishes  ;ind  other  utcn&ils  01  ht&  tXA- 
veiling  kitchen,  and  emptied  out  all  the  olives,  without  nndin^  one  smgic  piece 
of  money.  He  M-av  motionless  with  astonishment,  and  nu^intj  hts  eyes  and  hands 
towards  heaven,  "  Is  it  possible."  he  at  Icnutti  exdaiiiied, "  that  a  man  whom  I 
considered  as  my  friend  could  be  capable  of  so  flagrant  a  breach  of  trust  ?" 

Ali  Cogia,  exceedingly  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  having  sustaineil  so  con^idcrftble 
a  loss,  returned  to  the  merchant.  "  My  good  friend,^'  said  be,  **  do  not  br  sur- 
prised that  1  should  return  to  you  so  quickly  :  1  confess  that  I  knew  the  jar  of 
olives  which  1  just  now  took  out  of  your  warehouse  to  be  mine;  but  I  had  nut  a 
thousand  pieces  of  gold  in  it  with  the  ohves,  and  these  I  cannot  6nd :  pcrhaos 
you  have  wanted  them  in  your  trade,  and  have  made  use  of  them.  If  tlut  tie 
the  case,  they  are  much  at  your  service  ;  I  only  beg  of  you  to  relieve  my  fearSr 
and  give  rae  some  acknowledgment  for  them ;  after  tliis  >-ou  will  return  titeni  to 
me  whenever  ii  may  be  most  convenient  to  you/' 

The  merchant,  who  expected  Ali  Cogia  to  return  to  hira,  had  prepared  an 
answer.  "  My  friend,"  replied  he,"  when  you  brought  me  the  jar  of  olives,  did  I 
touch  it  ?  Did  I  not  give  you  the  key  of  my  wareroom  ?  Did  you  not  deposit 
it  there  yourself  i  and  did  you  not  tind  it  in  the  same  place  where  you  put  il, 
exactly  in  the  same  state,  and  covered  in  the  same  manner?  If  you  put  mocny 
In  it.  there  you  must  tind  iL  You  told  me  it  contained  olives,  and  1  believed  yoo. 
This  is  atl  1  know  about  the  matter;  you  may  believe  mc  or  not  as  you  pleaie, 
but  I  assure  you  I  have  not  touched  it." 

All  Cogia  used  the  gentlest  means  to  enable  the  merchant  to  justify  hifn«#>lf 
"  I  love  i>c.iccable  measures,"  said  he,  "  and  I  should  be  sorry  lo  proceed  (O  ««- 
Ircraitics,  which  would  not  be  vcrj'  creditable  lo  you  in  the  eyes  of  the  worid, 
and  which  1  should  not  have  recourse  to  without  the  utmost  reluctance.  CoB- 
sider  that  merchants,  such  as  we  an:,  should  abandon  all  priv.uc  interests  to  pre- 
serve ihcir  reputation.  Once  more  I  ttll  yyu  that  I  should  be  sorry  if  yoor 
obstinacv  compels  me  to  apply  lo  the  forms  allowed  by  justice,  for  1  ha^c  aliniys 
preferred  losing  something  of  my  right  to  having  recourse  to  those  means.* 

"Ali  Cngin,"  resumed  the  merchant,  "you  confess  that  you  have  deported  a 
Jar  of  olives  with  mc,  that  you  took  possession  of  tt  again,  and  that  you  caniad 
It  away;  and  now  you  come  to  demand  of  tne  a  thousand  pieces  o<  gold.  Did 
you  tell  mc  they  were  contained  in  the  jar  ?  I  am  even  ignorant  that  there  wtxe 
olives  in  it ;  you  did  not  show  them  to  mc  !     I  am  surprised  that  you  did  not  it- 

3uire  pearls  and  diamonds  rather  than  mone>'.    Take  ray  advice :  go  homcr  aad 
o  not  assemble  a  crowd  about  my  door." 

Some  peofile  had  already  slopped  before  his  shop ;  and  these  last  words,  pr»- 
nounced  in  a  tone  of  voice  which  denoted  that  he  was  trespassing  the  boondi  ef 
moderation,  not  only  collected  a  larger  number,  but  made  the  neighbounnjc 
merchants  come  out  of  their  shops  to  inquire  the  reason  of  the  dispute  benReh,. 
him  and  Ali  Cogia,  and  to  tr>-  to  reconcile  them.  When  .Mi  Cogia  had  c«iJifiM% 
to  them  tlic  subject,  the  most  earnest  in  the  cause  asked  the  merchani  «tor 
reply  he  had  to  make. 

Tlie  merchant  owned  that  he  had  kept  the  jar  belonging  to  Ali  Ci^jia  in  hu 
warehouse,  but  he  denied  having  touched  it,  and  m-ide  oath  thac  he  anlvlur* 
that  it  contained  olives  because  Ali  Cogia  had  told  him  so,  and  thai  lie  (i<a- 
itdercd  them  all  as  uninesses  of  the  insuTdng  affront  which  had  been  oBtai  * 
him  in  his  own  house. 

"  You  have  drawn  the  afTront  on  yourself,"  said  Ali  Cugia^  takin^hiiD  bythe 
arm:  "but  since  you  behave  so  wickedly,  1  cite  you  by  the  law  of  Ood.  USoi 
see  if  you  will  have  the  face  to  say  the  same  before  the  cadi." 


The  History  of  Ali  Gflfi'A 


697 


At  this  sainmons,  which  every  true  Mussulman  must  obe>-,  unless  he  tcbels 
against  his  religion,  ilie  merch.int  had  not  the  courage  lo  oll'er  any  resistance. 
'■  Come,"  said  Jw,  "  that  is  the  vcrj-  thii^  I  wish ;  we  shall  see  who  is  wrung,  you 
ot  I." 

All  Cogia  conducted  ihft  merchant  before  the  tribunal  of  the  cadi,  where  he 
accused  him  of  ha^'in^  stolen  a  thousand  pieces  of  eold  which  were  deposited  in 
his  tiJ^^  relating  the  tact  as  it  took  place.  The  cadu  inquired  if  he  had  any  wit- 
nesses. He  replied  thai  he  bad  not  taken  this  precaution,  because  he  supposed 
the  penon  to  whom  be  had  entrusted  hi!>  money  to  be  hi^  friend,  and  that  till 
now  he  had  evcr>-  reason  to  believe  hun  an  honest  man. 

The  merchant  ur^-ed  nothing  more  in  his  defence  than  wliat  he  liad  already 
uid  to  AU  Cogia  in  tlie  presence  of  his  neighbours,  and  he  concluded  by  offering 
to  take  his  oaih  nnt  only  rh.it  It  was  false  that  he  had  taken  the  thousand  pieces 
of  gold,  but  even  that  he  had  any  kttowledge  of  their  being  in  his  possesion. 
The  cadi  .icccpted  the  oath,  after  which  he  was  dismissed  .is  innocenL 

Ali  Cogin,  extremely  mortilied  to  find  himself  condemned  to  suffer  so  con- 
siderable a  loss,  protested  a^insi  the  sentence,  and  declared  to  the  cadi  that  he 
would  lay  his  complaint  before  the  Caliph  Haroun  Alraschid,  who  would  do  him 
justice;  but  the  cadi  did  not  regard  Uus  threat,  and  he  considered  it  merely  as 
the  effect  of  the  rt^^eiiunent  natural  lo  all  who  lose  their  cause,  and  he  thought 
be  luid  pcifr-Tmed  liis  duty  by  acquitting  one  who  was  accused  witliout  any  wit- 
nesses to  prove  the  fact. 

Willie  tne  merchant  was  triumphing  in  his  success  over  Ali  Cogia,  and  indulg- 
ing hi4  joy  at  having;  made  so  good  a  bargain  of  the  thousand  pieces  of  gold,  Alt 
Cogift  went  to  draw  up  a  petition.  And  the  next  day,  having  chosen  the  time 
when  the  caliph  should  return  from  midday  prayers,  he  pLiccd  himseit  in  a  street 
vfaich  led  to  the  mosque,  and  when  he  passed,  held  out  his  hand  with  the  peti- 
tion. An  officer  to  whom  this  function  belongs,  who  was  w.ilking  before  the 
cftHph,  instantly  left  his  place  ai\d  came  to  take  it,  that  he  might  present  it  to 
his  master. 

As  Ali  Cogia  knew  that  it  was  the  usual  custom  of  the  Caliph  Haroun  Alras- 
chid, when  he  returned  to  his  palace,  to  examine  with  his  own  eyes  all  the  peti- 
tions that  were  presented  to  him  in  this  way,  he  therefore  foUowi^  the  procession. 
went  into  the  jxiLicc,  and  waited  till  the  ol^cer  who  had  taken  the  pctinon  should 
come  out  of  the  apartment  of  llie  caliph.  When  he  m.ide  his  appearance  he  told 
AU  Cogia  that  the  caliph  had  rend  his  petition,  and  appointed  the  folloning  da) 
to  give  him  an  audience ;  and  having  inquired  of  him  where  the  merchant  lived, 
he  sent  to  give  him  notice  to  attend  the  next  day  at  the  same  time. 

On  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  the  caliph,  with  the  grand  vizier  Gtafarand 
Mesrour,  the  chief  of  the  eunuchs,  all  three  dis^^uised  m  die  same  manner,  went 
to  tiiakc  his  usual  excursion  into  the  city,  as  I  ha%'c  already  told  your  majesty  it 
was  his  custtim  fa-qucntly  to  do.  In  passing  through  a  street  the  caliph  beard  a 
noise.  He  hastenct.1  his  pace,  and  came  to  a  door  which  opened  into  a  court, 
w^re  ten  or  tweK-c  children,  who  had  not  gone  lo  test,  were  playing  by  raoon- 
l^bt,  as  he  perceived  by  looking  through  a  crevice. 

The  raliph,  feehng  some  curiosity  10  know  what  these  children  were  placing 
at,  sat  do»vn  on  a  stone  bench,  which  was  placed  very  conveniently  near  the 
door;  and  as  he  w.os  looking  at  them  through  the  crevice,  he  heard  one  of  the 
most  lively  and  intelligent  amongst  them  say  to  the  others,  "  Let  us  play  at  the 
cadi-  1  am  the  cadi.  Uring  before  me  Ali  Cogia  and  the  merchant  who  stole 
the  thousand  pieces  of  gold  from  him." 

These  words  of  the  child  reminded  the  caliph  of  the  petition  which  had  been 
presented  to  hini  that  day.  and  which  he  had  read :  he  therefore  redoubled  his 
iitlentinn  lo  hear  wliat  would  be  the  event  uf  the  trial. 

As  the  ftAiiir  between  All  Cogia  and  the  merchant  was  a  new  thmg,  and  much 
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talked  or  in  the  city  of  Bagdad.  e\-cn  amongst  children,  the  rest  ol  thb  yootfafol 
party  joyfully  agre^  to  ihe  proposal,  nnd  each  chose  llie  character  he  would 
perform.  No  one  disputed  the  pan  of  cadi  with  him  who  had  made  uhuir.c  of  it; 
and  when  he  had  taken  his  seal  with  all  the  pomp  ami  };ravity  of  a  > .  rr, 

peRK>naiin^  the  officer  who  attends  the  tribunal,  presented  two  of  .nn, 

one  of  vhom  he  called  Ali  Cogia,  and  the  next  the  merchant  against  wbom  Ab 
Cogia  preferred  his  complaint 

The   pretended  cadi  then  addressed  them,  and  gravely  inierrogatin^ 
feigned  All  Cogu,  "  Ali  Cogia,"  said  he,  "  what  do  you  require  of  thi.s  nvercl 
He  who  personated  thi&  character  then  made  a  profound  obeisance. and  infc 
the  cadi  ot  the  fact  in  e\'cry  point,  and  concluded  b>-  beseeching  hun  to  be 
pleased  to  interpose  his  authonty  to  prevent  his  sustaining  so  conudcrable  a 
loss.     The  feigned  cadi,  after  having  listened  to  Ali  Cut:ia,  turned  tO  the  tua- 
chant,  and  asked  him  why  he  did  not  return  to  Ali  Cogia  the  sum  he  del 
of  him,     This  young  merchant  made  use  of  (he  same  arguments  which 
one  had  alleged  before  the  cadi  nf  Dagdad,  and  also  in  die  &ame 
him  to  sutler  him  to  swear  that  what  he  said  was  the  truth. 

"Not  so  fist,"  replied  the  pretended  cadi;  "before  we  come  to  m 
should  like  to  see  the  jar  of  olives.    All  Cogia,"  »aid  he,  addre&aing  tltc  boy 
acted  this  part,  "  have  you  brought  the  jar  with  you ;"   As  the  Utter  replica ' 
he  had  not,  he  desired  him  to  go  and  fetch  it. 

Ah  Cogia  disappeared  for  a  few  moments,  and  then  returning,  pretended: 
bring  a  jar  to  the  cadi,  wtuch  he  said  was  the  same  that  had  umq  deposited 
with  the  merchant,  and  was  now  returned  to  hini.  Not  to  omit  any  of  the  usual 
forms,  [he  cadi  aslced  the  merchant  if  lie  owned  it  to  be  the  same  jar,  ^nd 
merchant  proving  by  his  silence  that  he  could  not  deny  it,  he  ordered  it  to 
opened,  'ihe  feigned  Ali  Cogia  then  made  the  action  of  taking  otT  the  ct 
and  the  cadi  that  of  looking  into  the  jar.  "  These  arc  fine  uh\-cs,  let  me 
said  he;  then,  f>rctcnding  to  lake  one  to  taste,  he  added,  "tbcy  are  c*c 
But,"  continued  he, "  I  think  that  o!i%-es  which  have  been  kept  seven  )-ears  wooU 
not  be  so  good.  Order  some  olive  merchants  to  be  ciUeo,  and  let  them  pve 
Iheir  opinion."  Two  boys  were  then  presented  to  him.  "Arc  you  ali\TC  mer- 
chants.'"'  be  inquired;  to  which  they  having  replied  in  the  affirmative,  he  ftdded, 
'*Tcll  me,  then,  if  you  know  how  long  olives,  that  are  prefiared  b)'  people  who 
make  it  their  business,  can  be  preserved  good  to  eat  ? " 

"Sir,"  rephcd  the  feigned  merchants,  "whatever  care  may  be  taken  to  pw- 
serve  them,  they  are  worth  nothing  after  the  third  year;  Ihey  lose  both  vbix 
flavour  and  coltwr,  and  arc  only  lit  to  be  thrown  away."  *'  If  that  be  the  ci*c," 
resumed  the  yotmg  cadi,  "look  at  this  Jar,  and  tell  me  bow  long  the  olives  lii*T 
been  kept  that  are  in  it" 

The  feigned  merchants  then  pretended  to  examine  and  taste  the  obvw,  tod 
told  the  cadi  that  they  were  fresh  and  good.     "  You  are  mistaken,"  replica  E^ 
cadi :  **  hero  is  Ali  Cogia,  who  says  that  he  put  them  into  the  jar  scren  jratrr 
ago."    "Sir,'*  said  the  merchants,  **  we  can  assure  you  that  thc^  olives  anit 
this  year's  growth,  and  we  will  maintain  that  there  is  not  a  sio^de  mirdairt  • 
Bagdad  who  will  not  be  of  the  same  way  of  thinking."    The  »■  ■    '■-■ 

was  going  to  protest  against  this  testimony  of  llic  others,  bul    1 
allow  him  lime.     "  Silence  !"  said  he;  "thou  art  a  ihief,  .md  sliii:   !«- hji:i^'i. 
The  children  d»en  clapped  their  hand«,  showed  great  nwrks  of  joy,  and  fioi*W 
their  game  by  seizing  the  supposed   criminal,  and  carrying   him  off  u  if  b 
execution. 

It  is  impossible  to  express  how  murh  the  Caliph  HaroiiT    A'^-^-^-.^-J  »isMti 
the  wisdom  and  ,iciiteness  of  the  lx>y,  who  had  pronoun'  1  vcu\tvx 

on  the  ver;-  case  which  was  to  lie  plcidcd  before  him  on  iJ..  1 >        T«ka| 

JUs  eyes  from  the  crevice,  he  rose,  and  asked  the  grand  vixier,  who  Iu4  !)*> 
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attendiag  to  all  that  passed,  if  he  had  heard  the  sentence  ^ven  bjr  the  bov,  and 
what  he  thoujjht  of  it.  "Commander  of  the  F.iithtnl,"  replied  Giafor,  I  un 
Astonished  nt  the  wisdom  e\'inced  by  this  boy  at  so  early  an  age." 

"Hut,"  resumed  the  c.iliph.  "do  you  know  that  to-morrow  I  am  to  give  my 
decuion  on  this  \-cry  atfair,  and  that  the  true  Ah  Cu^i^  bas  this  momin|r  pre- 
sented a  petition  to  me  on  the  subject  ?'*  "  So  1  underhand  from  ytur  majesty," 
teplicd  the  grand  vizier.  "  Uo  you  think,"  said  the  caliph,  "  that  1  can  give  a 
jusier  sentence  than  that  we  have  now  heard?"  "  If  the  affair  be  the  same," 
retamed  the  grand  vizier,  *'  it  appears  to  me  thit  your  majesty  cannot  proceed 
In  a  better  manner,  nor  give  any  other  judgment."  "  Notice  well  this  house,  then," 
laid  the  caliph,  "and  bring  nie  ttie  boy  to-morrow,  that  he  may  judge  ih*  same 
cause  in  my  presence.  Order  ihe  cadi,  also,  who  actjuitted  the  merchant,  to 
be  at  the  palace,  that  he  may  Icam  his  duty  from  this  child,  and  correct  his 
de6cicQcie3.  I  desire,  too,  that  you  will  tell  .-Mi  Cogia  to  bring  with  him  his  jar 
u{  olives,  and  do  you  procure  two  olive  merchants  to  be  present  at  the  audience." 
live  caliph  gave  this  order  as  he  continued  his  walk,  which  he  hnishcd  without 
meeting  with  anything  else  that  deserved  his  .ittcnlion. 

On  the  tnurrow  the  grand  viiicr  repaired  to  the  house  where  the  caliph  had 
been  uitness  to  the  g.tn>e  the  children  had  played  at,  and  he  .isked  to  speak  to 
m.i-ster  of  it,  but  he  being  gone  out,  he  was  introduced  to  the  mistress.  He 
her  if  she  had  any  children  ;  she  replied  that  she  had  three,  whom  she 

^ht  to  him.     *'  My  children,"  said  he  to  tliem,  "  which  of  you  acted  the  cadi 

hit  night  as  you  were  playing  together?"  The  eldest  rcphed  that  it  was  be ; 
ud  as  be  was  ignorant  of  the  rcasan  for  this  question,  he  changed  colour.  "My 
child.''  said  the  grand  ^-iocr,  "  come  with  me ;  the  Commander  of  the  Faitbfiil 
wishes  to  sec  you." 

TT>e  m'lOicr  was  extremely  alarmed  when  she  saw  that  the  vi«cr  was  SjWag  to 
take  away  her  son.  "Sir."  said  she,  "is  it  to  take  an  ay  my  son  entirely  tliat  (he 
Commander  of  the  Faithful  has  sent  for  him?'  The  grand  viiicr  fjuieted  ber 
fan  by  promising  that  her  son  should  be  sent  back  again  in  less  than  an  hoar, 
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and  that  when  he  returned  she  would  learn  the  reason  of  his  being  %enl  for,  wUtA 

would  give  her  crcat  pleasure.  "  If  that  be  the  cue,  sir,"  replied  ^le,  **  penail  wk 
first  to  ch.inge  his  dress,  that  he  may  be  more  lit  to  appear  before  ibc  Cda- 
mander  of  the  Faithful."    And  she  inuncdiatcly  put  him  on  a  don  oQc 

The  p-and  viner  conducted  the  hoy  to  the  ciliph,  and  preaented  him  at  te 
time  appointed  for  hearinj;  All  Co^a  and  the  merchant. 

The  cahph,  seeing  the  child  rather  tcmticd.  and  wishing  to  prepare  hia  far 
what  he  expected  him  to  do,  said  to  hun,"  Lome  here,  my  boy,  Utb*  Bear  :  vu 
It  you  who  yesterday  passed  sentence  on  the  case  of  AU  Cogia  and  the  tDcrdhMC 
who  robbed  him  of  iiis  gold?  I  both  saw  and  heard  you,  — '  i^"  '.xty 
satisfied  with  you-"  The  child  tjegan  to  gain  contidcnfc,.>nd  i 
that  it  was  he,  "  My  child,"  resumed  the  caliph, "  you  slull  sec  — ^  ,.  _».  .\&  i 
and  the  merchant  to-day  :  come  and  sit  down  next  to  me." 

The  caliph  then  took  the  boy  by  ihe  hand,  and  seated  himself  on  his 
and  having  placed  htm  next  to  him,  he  mquircd  for  tlic  panics  ;  they  ult 
and  the  name  of  c^ich  was  pronounced  as  he  touched  with  hts  forehead  tht< 
that  covered  the  throne.     When  they  had  risen,  the  caliph  said  to  them,  ** 
each  of  you  plead  your  cause  ;  this  child  will  hear  and  adininistcr  justice  to  jwi. 
and  if  anything  be  deficient,  1  will  remedy  iL" 

All  Cogia  and  the  merchant  each  spoke  in  his  turn  :  and  when  the  madiiM 
requested  lo  be  allowed  to  take  the  same  oath  he  had  taken  on  his  tir^t  ^oiftiM- 
lion,  the  boy  answered  that  it  was  not  yet  time,  for  it  was  first  neccMoy  M 
inspect  the  jar  of  olives.  At  these  words,  Ali  Cogia  produced  the  |ar,  fiUccd  c 
at  the  feet  of  the  caliph,  and  uncovered  it.  The  caliph  looked  at  the  olivei,  and 
took  one,  which  he  tasted.    The  jar  was  then  handed  to  som.-    '  i  irliii 

who  had  been  ordered  to  appear,  and  they  reponcd  it  as  the  i  ilui  iIr 

ohves  were  good,  and  of  that  year's  growth.    The  boy  told  them  ii..n  f\il  > 
assured  him  they  had  been  in  the  jar  seven  years,  to  which  the  real 
returned  the  same  answer  which  the  children  as  feigned  merchants  Kad 
the  preceding  o'ening. 

Aliliough  the  accused  mercliant  plainly  saw  tliat  the  two  olive  mere&antil 
llius  pronounced   his  condcnmation.  yet   he  ncvertbcicss   nitemplcd  to 
reasons  in  his  jtistillcation  ;  the  boy,  however,  did  not  venture  !•>  tuiMiuuncei 
tcnce  on  him  and  send  him  to  execulion.    "  Commander  of  the  '  ^aid  It; 

"thisisnotagame;  it  is  your  majestyalone  who  can  condemn  ;  criout^ 

aod  not  n>e  ;  I  did  it  yesterday  only  in  play." 

The  caliph,  fully  persuaded  of  the  treachery  of  the  merchant,  ga\T  htra  vpHk 
the  ministers  of  msticc  to  have  him  hung  ;  and  this  sentence  was  cxectiud  ate 
he  had  confcsseu  where  the  thousand  pieces  of  gold  were  concealed,  which  mm 
then  returned  to  Ali  Co^ta.  Tliis  monarch,  in  short,  so  celebrated  for  his  jitabct 
and  equit>-,  after  having  ndvised  the  cadi  who  liad  pii^sed  the  first  s«ntcnoe,ai 
who  was  present,  to  learn  from  a  child  to  be  more  exact  in  the  p( 
his  office,  embraced  the  boy,  and  sent  htm  home  ag.iin  with  a  purse 
a  hundred  pieces  of  gold,  which  he  ordered  to  be  given  him  as  a  praof  < 
liberality. 

Schchcra^adt,  h.-iving  thus  concluded  this  story,  went  on  to  reUie  to  the  nltv. 
who  took  great  dchgbt  in  them,  nu.ny  others  ;  and  she  began  the  next  at  rolhow-s 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  ENCHANTED  HORSE. 

A  S  your  majesty  well  knows,  the  AVwws,  or  New  D  ' 
■**■  the  year  and  of  spring,  and  thus  called  bv  wav  nfsui 
festival  so  solemn  and  so  ancient  throughout  the  wtiolc  cAiuni  of  J'erkio,  ukiv 


hs  origin  even  from  the  earliest  periods  of  idolury,  th«  tba  bdy  religion  of  our 
ProptKt,  pure  and  un>ullit:d  as  ii  is,  and  tstccmed  by  those  wltu  (iioli-^^  it  as  the 
ooly  true  one,  \ui%  ncvenhclca  been  hitherto  unable  to  itliolikh  it.  il.lis>uL'ti  we 
must  confess  t\%at  it  is  a  custom  campletsly  pagan,  and  that  the  •  ■  <-b< 

served  on  its  solemnization  are  of  the  most  svipcrstilious  nature.    N  -wn 

the  large  cities,  there  is  no  town,  borough,  vilUgc,  nr  haiiilet,  lumcver  iraallt 
where  tbc  festival  is  not  celcbr.itcd  with  extraordinary  rejoicing, 

Bui  those  which  uke  place  at  court  surpass  all  others  by  the  >  '  ue-w 

and  surprising  spectacleii  vhich  arc  extiibitcd  on  the  occasion  ;  m-  n-rs 

also,  from  tiic  nei^tibuuring  as  well  as  the  more  distant  nations,  arc  .ttii.icud  by 
t)ic  liberality  of  the  monarch,  who  rewards  those  who  excel  m  induatrv  or 
produce  new  invcniions,  so  thai  nothing  that  is  aKeinpted  in  other  parts  of  the 
wurtd  can  approach  or  be  compared  with  the  sumptuous  ina)(ni<icciice  of  this 
anniversary. 

At  one  of  these  festivals,  after  the  most  skilful  and  ingenious  persons  of  the 
atuntry,  together  with  the  foreigners  who  had  repaired  to  Schira/,  where  tho 
coon  was  then  assembled,  h-id  presented  tbc  king  and  his  nuhlcs  ttiili  all  the 
various  spectacles  intended  fur  their  entcrlainmcnl :  and  when  the  munarch  had 
as  usual  distributed  Itis  gifts  according  to  the  merit  each  had  diipi.ivcd  in  pro- 
ducing eitiier  extraordinary  or  pleasing  specimens  of  his  genius,  wiiti  tin  equity 
which  satisfied  .ill  to  the  summit  of  their  expectations,— at  the  very  nMntcni 
when  he  wa^  going  to  withdraw,  the  assembly  to  disperse,  and  each  to  retire  to 
hi5  respective  home,  an  Indian  appeared  ami  presented  hiin«clf  at  the  fool  of 
the  throne,  leading  a  horse  saddled  and  bridled,  and  most  nclily  (.t]uriM>nv(lf 
Asd  so  skilfully  represented  that  at  lirst  sight  every  one  suppuicd  a  lo  be  a 
Tcal  horse. 

The  Indian  prostrated  himself  before  the  throne ;  when  he  had  n»cn,  he  showed 
the  hor&e  to  the  king,  and  thus  addressed  him  :  "  Sire,  although  t  .tnt  tlw  latl  lo 
present  m^'setf  before  your  majesty  ns  a  candidate  for  your  favour,  I  ran  never- 
tbelcss  assure  you  that,  m  this  day  of  feasting  and  rejoicing,  you  have  not  seen 
anything  so  wnnderhil  and  astonishing  as  this  horw,  which  I  enirrat  you  to 
condeicend  to  look  aL"  "  i  sec  nothing  In  this  horK,"  rcphcd  the  king,  "  but 
the  strong  resemblance  to  nature,  which  the  workman,  by  means  o(  an  and 
industry,  has  given  it.  Another  workman  might  have  made  one  like  it,  and  hava 
brought  it  to  still  greater  perfection." 

*'  Sire,"  resumed  the  Indian,  "it  is  nut  by  its  exterico'  constnictiun,  nor  by  iti 
appearance,  that  I  wish  to  attract  your  majciiy's  attention  to  my  hurvi  It  is 
OMy  by  the  use  I  make  of  it,  and  in  which  any  one  beside  mywlf  can  employ 
ti  by  means  of  a  secret  which  I  am  enabled  to  communicate.  Wlirn  I  muunl 
bim,  in  whatever  region  of  the  earth  I  may  be,  and  at  whatever  distance,  if  I 
wish  to  transport  myself  through  the  air  to  any  particular  spot.  I  con  .icrompliih 
ti  in  a  inarveUously  short  space  of  time  In  short,  sire,  it  is  in  ihii  peculiar 
property  that  the  wonders  of  my  horse  consist— wondcn  which  no  one  cv«r 
Mara  oi«  and  of  which  1  am  ready  to  give  your  majcsiy  any  proof  that  you  may 
rMutre." 

The  King  of  Persia,  who  was  extremely  curious  in  everything  that  appeand 
of  a  scientific  construction,  aiul  who  in  all  the  ditliercnt  ihinfr*  of  ihis  natim 
which  be  bad  seen,  inciutred  about,  and  desired  to  sec,  had   i  •  '■  with  or 

beard  of  anything  at  all  resembling  thii  horse,  told  the  1:  nothing 

cioept  ibe  proof  he  hod  proposed  to  show  bun  could  coiivhi-  <niii  of  ilte 
rity  of  hts  horse,  and  that  thereibn  be  «a»  n»dy  lo  wiutoi  ihr  truth  <d 


Indian  isiOaUy  *R  hts  foot  into  iht  MBnp  and  Subtly  threw  himialf  on 
tbonc :  when  he  bad  ra  his  foot  in  the  oppoane  sitrrap^  and  wa<  seated  htm 
h  fab  saddle,  be  asked  the  King  of  Penia  wnere  be  would  wish  to  send  htm. 


At  ihe  distance  of  About  three  leagues  from  Scliinu  there  «ras  ■  fargh 
tain,  which  was  easily  discernible  from  (he  Urge  square  l>eruTe  the  t%ty»\  pHktct, 
where  the  king  and  all  liis  coiirt  and  people  were  .issembled.  "  I>oyoo  wb 
that  moiinlain?"  said  the  king,  showing  it  to  the  Indian ;  "  li  i»  thither  tlni  I 
wish  you  to  go  :  ihe  distance  is  not  ven-  great,  but  it  is  sitfnnetit  lo  joAgt  by*t 
of  your  diligence  in  going  thither  and  returning.  And  a&  it  i%  not  poutUe  far 
my  sight  to  extend  thus  far,  as  a  cenain  proof  of  your  having  been  there  I  pro- 
pose that  you  should  bring  me  a  branch  from  a  palm-tree  vhich  grows  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountain." 

The  King  of  Persia  had  scarcely  declared  his  wishes  by  these  wofds,  vhcn  the 
Indian  turned  a  hitle  peg  which  was  placed  a  little  ubuvc  the  pommel  of  fhi 
saddle,  on  the  horse's  necle.  At  the  same  instant  ihe  liofie  rose  from  the  gnmai, 
bearing  the  Indian  through  the  air  .is  quick  as  lightning,  to  «ich  an 


height,  th.it  in  a  few  minutes  even  those  who  had  the  longest  and  cleugH  aritf 
could  no  longer  discern  him  ;  this  excited  the  astonishment  of  the  king  s«1m 
courtiers,  ana  shouts  of  admiration  were  heard  fi-om  all  the  spectators. 

A  quarter  of  an  hour  had  scarcely  elapsed  since  the  departure  of  the  Ifldn 
before  they  perceived  lum  high  in  the  air,  returning  with  a  pnlm-hrai^rfc  hi  |a 
hand.    He  soon  arrived  over  the  square,  where  he  performed  s .  ^  aaidtl 

the  acclamations  of  the  admiring  multitude,  and  llien  came  U  ^cdbtrir 

before  the  throne  on  which  the  king  was  sitting,  at  the  same  sput  trum  whomt 
he  had  t-ikcn  his  ajrrial  excursion,  and  withmit  experiencing  anv  incoti«miaa 
from  the  horse  alighting  too  suddenly.  He  got  off,  and  approaching  (be  thnat^ 
prostrated  himself,  and  laid  the  branch  at  the  feet  of  the  king. 

Tlic  king,  who  had  witnessed  with  no  less  admiration  than  aMnntshraeot  At 
unheard-of  exploit  which  the  Indian  had  just  exhibited,  imniedi.itcly  conctntd 
a  strong  desire  to  become  the  possessor  of  this  wonderful  hnrse.  AJid  as  be  w 
persuacfed  he  should  find  no  difhculty  in  treating  with  the  Indian^beinr  nsotni 
to  gi\-e  him  whatever  sum  he  might  require  for  it,  he  already  r^anleo  it  t*  ha 
own,  and  as  the  most  valuable  addition  to  his  treasures,  amongst  wfatcb  ht  in- 
tended to  place  it.  '*  Judging  of  your  horse  by  its  exterior  appearanoB,'  mU  fcs 
to  the  Indian,  "  I  did  nut  conceive  that  it  could  deserve  the  high  coomicadaia 
which,  as  you  ha\'e  just  shown  me,  it  so  justly  merits.  1  am  oMigcd  to  yoi  ir 
having  undeceived  me,  and  to  show  you  how  much  I  esteem  and  valtie  U,  1  <■ 
ready  to  purchase  it,  if  it  is  to  l>e  disposed  of." 

"  Sire,"  replied  the  Indian,  "  I  had  no  doubt  that  your  majesty,  who  is  «ud  9 
excel  all  the  kings  who  now  reign  over  the  earth  in  knowledge  and  judicoMBk 
would  bestow  on  my  horse  that  commendation  with  which  you  have  honoured  S, 
when  you  were  acquainted  with  those  properties  which  deserve  your 
I  had  also  foreseen  that  you  would  not  be  satisfied  wiUi  .-idmiring  and 
it,  but  that  you  would  immediately  wish  to  have  it  in>-ourown  possessioii,  h  jVi 
have  now  informed  me.  For  my  part,  sire,  although  I  am  as  much  awan  of  (he 
value  of  it  as  any  one  can  be,  and  know  th.-it  the  possession  of  it  14  atotse  soAcivc 
to  render  my  name  immortal,  yet  I  am  nevertheless  not  ^  iitachod  ^h 

as  to  refuse  to  deprive  myself  of  it,  to  gratify  the  nibble  <■  ._«r  wmjatf. 

But  although  1  make  this  declaration,  I  have  another  tu  {^irciKisr  rclaxiiqi  ^  thf 
conditions  which  must  be  fulHIIed  before  1  can  consent  to  let  it  pass  blU>  oAs 
hands,  and  with  these  you  may  perhaps  not  be  satitlied. 

"Your  majesty -will  allow  me."  continued  the  Indian,  "to  rrmuk  that  I  M 
not  purchase  this  horse  ;  I  obtained  it  of  the  inventor  and  in.it--  ■-■•  -rtn^tiea 
of  giving  him  my  only  daughter  in  marriage  as  a  recompense,  11;  ■  ',c  mam 

lime  exacted  from  me  a  promise  that  I  sltoutd  never  sdl  it,  nn..  .j  1  psfod 

with  It  to  another  person,  it  should  only  be  in  exchange  for  what  I  mighi  thnk 
proper." 

The  I  ndiai\  was  «o»g  w  cjot\^inuc,  but  the  king  intemit^ett  him  when  be 
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timed  the  word  cxcbang&  "  1  am  rcsdjr,"  said  be.  "  to  (pnnt  yoa  anythbifp  {n 
exchange  that  you  will  ask  of  mc  You  know  [hat  my  duminions  are  extensive. 
that  they  arc  richly  overspread  with  powerful,  wcalUiy,  and  populous  cities  i  I 
lon-e  yuu  to  choose  any  one  that  you  like,  to  be  yours  in  full  lorerelgniy  and 
pmrer  for  the  rest  of  your  days." 

This  exchange  ap|»iiared  to  all  the  court  of  Persin  an  offer  iriily  royal,  and 
worthy  of  a  king  ;  but  it  was  far  l>elow  ihc  recompense  tlie  Indian  had  propowd 
to  himself.  He  had  extended  his  views  to  far  higher  prospects.  He  replied  to 
the  king,  "  Stre,  I  am  inhniicly  obliml  to  your  majesty  fur  ihc  olTcr  you  have 
made  me,  and  1  cannot  sul^cienily  thank  ynu  for  your  eenerosity.  I  enircat  you, 
however,  not  tu  be  di^ptca^-d  at  my  temerity  in  venturing  10  tell  ynu  ih-^t  t  can- 
not deliver  my  horse  into  your  possession  except  on  receiving  the  hand  of  the 
princess  your  daughter  as  my  wife.  I  am  resolved  not  to  part  with  it  on  any 
other  terms." 

Tlie  courtjerswho  surrounded  the  King  of  Persia  could  not  avoid  burstinjr  into 
a  violent  fit  of  laxighier  at  this  extravagant  request  of  the  Indian.  Hut  Prince 
Firout  Schah,  the  elileM  son  of  the  king,  and  heir  to  the  crown,  heard  ii  with  ihc 
utmost  iadignaiion.  The  king  was  of  a  dttfcrent  opinion,  and  did  not  feel  much 
KXiiple  abiiut  sacrificing  the  Princess  of  Persia  to  the  Indi.m,  that  he  might 
gtatifjr  hii  cnrtostty.  He  however  hesitated  for  some  time  as  to  what  course  to 
punuc 

Prince  Firouz  Schah,  who  saw  the  king  his  father  mediuiing  on  the  aniwcr  he 
ihoaki  gi\-e  the  Indian,  was  fearful  lest  he  should  grant  hiin  his  demand,  a  cir- 
csmstance  which  wtiuld  in  his  e>-es  have  been  equally  injurious  to  the  roy^l  dignity, 
to  the  princess  his  sister,  and  to  himself.  He  therefore  determined  t*»  interfere, 
and  ddidressing^  the  king,  "  Sire,"  said  he, "  >aur  majesty  will  panlun  me  if  I  take 
the  liberty  of  asking  you  if  it  be  possible  that  you  ran  hesit-iK  a  moment  on  the 
atwolate  refusal  yoa  ought  to  make  to  so  insolent  a  request  from  a  mun  whom 
koowv^lrom  an  ignominious  motintcbank,and  that  you  can  allow  him  the 
icst  encouragement  to  ilaitcr  himself  that  he  is  going  to  be  allied  to  one  of  tlie 
test  artd  most  powerful  monarchs  of  the  earth?  I  entreat  yon  coptidcr  net 
what  you  owe  to  yourself,  but  what  is  due  10  your  rank  and  to  the  bi|h 
'  irf  your  ancdlor^" 

"  My  son,"  replied  the  King  of  Pentia,  "  I  receive  yotir  remottitrince  in  good 
pm,  aod  comntend  you  for  the  leal  you  evince  in  wishing  to  proerve  the  noble- 
nm  and  brilliancy  of  your  birth  unsullied  and  pure  as  ycu  received  it ;  but  ym 
do  DO*  SD^dently  consder  the  wondrous  exccilcBcc  of  this  bnnc,  and  that  the 
hi^BR  who  proposes  to  me  this  method  of  obtainti^  it  may,  if  I  refuse  Mzm.,  fo 
laiaaie  elber  court,  make  the  some  proposition,  and  h.^vc  ]f  .v  rppted  ;  ana  I 
ooaitw  I  iboaU  be  oiortified  to  the  gneatest  degree  if  .^-  >irurch  shookl 

M  of  haviiig  turpoMed  me  in  gemrosiiy,  and  of  hAs  ■  l<~prived  me  ot 

»|MUBr  «ad  glory  of  possessiite  a  Horse  which  I  esteem  aa  the  most  singular 
;  aAninfale  tUng  the  world  contains.  I  will  not,  however,  say  that  [  consent 
toVEaac  ban  his  demand:  perhaps  he  is  not  perfectly  aware  of  the  cxorbttancc 
of  ■>  pmettMOOs.  ami  I  may  be  able  to  make  MOie  agreement  wuh  him  whkli 
raxr  Miify  hte, ka:vtn^  the  princess  out  of  the  question.     Bat  Ix-'  OM 

t»M  ooonifi^  hnxam.  I  wish  you  to  examine  the  horse,  atti  m.>'-  >'ita 

ihas  70a  iBay  gis-e  me  yoor  optniaa  of  h^    I  dwe  «iy  be  wuj  nave  ao 


for  what  one  witbcs,  the  Tadfaa  tbooght  ha  eauld  |Wf^ 

m  that  the  Ktagof  Perna  had  Jwcwioai(Ssmnwa 

W»  eaawing  into  alhance  with  the  rofal  bmHy,  hy  lakjor  ih»  hone  en 

tRBB»  xad  he  thought  it  noc  wpowftle  thu,  ahfaoagfa  tae  prace  wnr 

I  so  cmifehr  to  oppoie  h»  news,  be  wif^  m  tirao  bctome  favoonfale  le 

[nssead.  theirfofe,  of  tefioiiig  the  wish  lentiowed  by  the  )dng,  he  on  d» 
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contmry  seemed  rejoiced  at  it,  and  as  a  further  proof  that  he  consented  to  it  with 
plciiurc.  he  went  towards  llie  prince  wiih  the  horse,  assisted  hitn  to  mount,  lut 
oftcrwiirds  instructed  him  in  what  he  was  to  do  to  govern  il  nroperlv. 

The  prince  with  great  agilit>-  mounted  the  horse  immefliaiel\  he 

assistance  of  the  Indian;  he  secured  each  foot  in  the  stirmp, and  wii  -ig 

for  any  fiinher  directions  he  turned  the  peg.  which  be  had  observed  tbc  Ibdtaa 
do  just  bdurc  when  he  muunicd.  The  very  instant  be  bad  tuniBd  it  the  banc 
rose  with  him  with  the  swiftness  of  an  arrow  shot  b)-  the  strongest  arcber,  aiul  m 

a  few  momenis  the  V\s\^,  as  well  as  ail  the 
numerous  assemblage  of  people  who  were 
present,  lost  sight  of  him. 

Neither  the  horee  nor  PritKs  Firon 
Schah  appeared  again,  and  the  King  dL 
Persia  strained  his  eyes  to  descry  him  it) 
the  air,  but  all  in  vain,  when  tbo  Indian, 
alarmed  at  the  consequences  that  nught 
ensue,  prostrated  himself  at  the  foot  <rf 
the  throne, and  entreated  the  tcingtoddgD 
to  look  upon  him  and  pay  atieniioo  towtiat 
he  wished  to  say;  he  then  proceetled  in 
these  words  :  "  Yotir  majesty,  sire,  mtiit 
have  observed  that  the  prince  in  his  ii»- 
paiicnce  did  not  allow  me  time  to  give  kin 
the  necessary  instructions  for  the  nwa*fc* 
ment  of  my  horse.  He  conceived  it  oeeil- 
less  to  receive  any  further  advice  x&b 
ha\-ing  seen  what  I  did  to  elevate  mfialf 
in  the  air  ;  but  he  Is  ignorant  of  the  aor 
sures  that  arc  to  be  taken  to  turn  the  hflna 
and  make  it  come  back  to  the  place  ftm 
whence  ii  set  o^  Therefore,  sire,  the  fa- 
vour I  have  to  request  of  your  majesty  a 
that  you  n'lll  not  consider  me  as  rsio» 
sible  for  what  may  befall  hu  persofL  'a» 
convinced  you  are  too  ct(uitaDle  to  iBifWM 
to  me  any  accident  which  be  Biay  i» 
counter." 

The  Indian's  speech  gave  the  Kiii(  c^ 
Persia    infinite    concern  :    he    n>  m^N 
aware  of  the  inevitable  danger  hb  «*% 
must  be  in  if  what  tlic  Indi.in  ^tid  «et^ 
true,  that  the  secret  fot  <.  ■  -  It.'rv 

return  was  different  fror,  .  i;uiJ.- 

it  set  out  and  nsc  tn  tlic  oir.     tic  uted 
him  why  he  did  not  call  him  bockil  Ai 
moment  he  saw  him  depart. 
**  Sire,"  replied  the  Indian,  "your  majesty  obscrvctl  the  extreme  nnfti»«»«tt 
which  the  horse  and  prince  .iscended.  The  surprise  I  exiv-  r  - 
took  from  me  all  power  of  iiHer.%nce,  .ind  when  I  was  able  i 
so  disunt  that  he  could  not  have  heard  my  voice  ;  and  c.-. >.  ■- 
he  could  not  have  managed  the  horse  to  make  it  return,  a-*,  he   ' 
with  the  secret  for  that  purpose.  wlUch  he  would  not  Imvc  th- 
from  mc.    Out,  sire," added  he. "  there  is  stUl  some  reason  I    ii  >    - 

in  tbeembarmssnienthemustfeelbefofebehasproceedediikr.rn..^ 

peg,  in  turning  which  the  horse  will  cease  to  a»ceodf  and  wtU  oosne  ttwanis  tta 
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earth,  where  be  majr  alight  in  whatever  spot  he  pleases,  by  guiding  the  hon«  by 
the  bridle." 

Notwithstanding  this  reasoning  of  [he  Indian,  which  had  all  the  appearance  of 
plausibility,  the  Kin^  of  Persia  was  exiremelv  alarmed  for  the  imminenr  peril  in 
whkh  his  son  was  placed.  "  I  will  suppose,"  said  he,  "  thai  ihe  prince  perceives 
the  other  peg  ynii  mention,  which  nevertheless  is  scarcely  probable,  and  that  he 
uses  it  as  you  3.iy;  the  horse,  perh.ips,  instead  of  descending  gradually  to  the  earth, 
may  fall  on  rocks,  or  dash  headlong  with  him  into  the  middle  of  the  sea."  "  Sire," 
resumed  the  Indian,  "  1  can  dispel  this  apprehension,  by  assurinjf  your  majesty 
that  the  horse  passes  o^'er  any  extent  of  sea  without  any  danger  ol  ^alline  into  it, 
and  tlKit  he  always  carries  his  rider  where  he  intends  to  go ;  and  ynu  may  oe  satjs- 
ficd  that  if  the  prince  does  but  perceive  the  peg  I  speak  of,  the  horse  will  carr>- 
him  only  to  the  place  where  he  wishes  to  alight ;  and  it  is  not  likely  that  he 
should  attempt  to  .ilight  in  any  but  a  convenient  situation*  where  he  can  obtain 
assistance  ^nd  mnkc  himself  known." 

To  these  consoling  assurances  of  the  Indian  the  king  replied,  **  Be  that  as  it 
may,  as  1  cannoi  rely  on  the  promises  you  make  me,  I  now  declare  to  you  that 
your  bead  shall  be  the  forfeit,  if  in  three  monilis  my  son  does  not  return  in  safetv, 
or  I  do  not  at  least  hear  satisfactory  accounts  of  his  welfare."  He  immediately 
ordered  the  Indian  to  be  seiiied  ancf  confined  in  close  imprisonment,  after  wliich 
he  relumed  to  his  p-ilace  in  the  greatest  affliction  that  the  feast  of  the  Ncvroui. 
irhich  was  so  solemnly  observed  throughout  Persia,  should  have  terminated  so 
btally  for  him  and  his  court. 

Prince  Kirouz  Schah,  in  the  meantime,  was  cle^'ated  in  the  air,  with  the  rapidity 
we  have  already  described;  and  in  less  than  an  hour  he  found  himself  at  such 
an  immense  height  that  he  could  no  longer  distinguish  any  object  on  the  earth. 
nor  discern  tlie  mountains  from  the  val[c)'S,  which  appeared  to  him  one  confused 
mass.  He  then  began  to  think  of  returning  to  the  palace  from  whence  he  had 
departed,  and  to  .iccomplish  this  he  concluded  that  if  he  turned  the  peg  the 
conirar)-  way,  turning  the  bridle  at  the  same  time,  he  should  succeed;  but  his 
istonislmicnt  was  inexpressible  when  he  perceived  that  the  horse  siill  rose  with  the 
same  degree  of  swiftness.  He  turned  it  various  ways,  but  found  it  had  no  ctTect : 
he  DOW  felt  most  poignantly  the  error  he  had  been  guilty  of  in  not  procuring  from 
the  Indian  all  (he  instructions  necessary  for  the  management  of  the  horse  before 
he  had  mounted  him.  He  saw  how  perilous  was  his  situation ;  the  conviction  of 
bis  danger,  however,  did  not  lessen  his  presence  of  mind  ;  he  con.«iidered  what 
was  to  be  done  \*ith  all  the  coolness  he  was  capable  of;  and  in  examining  the 
head  and  neck  of  the  horse  with  the  greatest  attention,  he  perceived  another  pe^* 
smaller  and  les^  discernible  than  the  6rst,  near  the  right  car  of  the  borsc :  he 
tamed  it,  and  instantly  remarked  that  he  ^«'as  beginning  to  descend  towards  tbe 
earth  in  the  same  ri^ht  line  by  which  he  bad  ascended,  but  less  rapidly. 

Night  had  vcile»l  for  more  than  ludf  an  hour  the  spot  over  which  Prince  Firoui 
Schah  found  himself  at  the  time  he  turned  the  second  peg;  but  as  (be  horse  de- 
scentled  with  ihe  greatest  swiftness,  the  sun  appeared  to  him  to  set  nith  equal 
rapidity,  and  he  soon  found  himself  enveloped  in  the  duskiness  of  night;  ao  inat 
fxF  from  being  able  to  make  choice  of  a  commodious  situ.iiion  on  which  to  alight, 
be  was  under  the  necessity  of  letting  the  rems  fall  on  the  horse's  neck,  and 
waiting  with  patience  till  he  had  reached  the  earth,  nut  without  feeling  some 
aneauDCss  alx-ut  tlie  place  where  he  should  stop,  whether  it  would  be  inhabited 
or  deserted,  a  river  or  a  sea. 

it  was  past  midnight  when  the  horse  slopped,  and  Prince  Firoui  Schah  dis- 
mounted: he  felt  himself  much  fatigued  and  weakened,  owing  to  want  of  food. 
Dot  hnviny  t.istcd  any  since  the  morning,  before  he  left  the  palace  to  be  present 
at  tbe  various  spectacles  exhibited  at  the  festival.  The  lirst  ihing  he  did,  not- 
Vilhstandlng  the  obscurity  that  prevailed,  w.is  to  endeavxHir  to  cusco\-er  what 
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pbcc  he  was  in,  and  be  found  himself  on  the  terraced  root  of  a  magnificent  pahct, 
which  had  a  marble  balustrade  rjnnmg  ruund  it  brciit-high,  \Vhilc  exantining 
the  terrace,  he  discovered  the  staircase  which  led  lo  the  irtteriur  of  the  pfi'iifc, 
the  door  of  which  was  half  open. 

Any  one  less  enterprising;  than  Firoiu  Schah  mif;hi  not  perhaps  have  feh 
dined  to ^o down  the  stairs  in  such  profound  darkn«s, ifrnoram  aJ^< ■■  ■■'  '  ■ 
might  meet  with  fncnds  or  enemies ;  but  this  consideration  had  no 
him,  and  did  not  dajnp  his  courage.  "  1  do  not  come  here  to  mjuj.  n 
thought  hc,"andmost  probably  the  first  1  meet  r^ilh,  as  llicy  flill  ^.c-:  n  .  •■•.r.h- 
oui  any  weapon  in  my  hands,  will  have  the  huin-^iiiiy  to  listen  to  mc  l-tl  jrc  ihey 
attempt  to  deprive  mc  of  life."  He  therefore  ni»cncrl  the  donr  a  tittle  farther. 
witlioul  making  any  noise,  and  went  down  t\ilh  the  utmost  caulion,  lest  he  should 
make  any  false  step,  the  sound  of  which  might  wake  some  of  the  inhahiLanis.  He 
succeeded,  and  having  reached  a  Linding-placc  on  the  stairs,  he  found  a  door 
cpen,  which  led  into  a  lar^c  room,  where  there  was  a  light. 

Prince  Ftrouz  Schah  stopped  some  time  at  the  door  to  listen,  but  he  heard 
no  sound  except  that  of  people  in  the  depth  of  sleep,  who  snored  in  diAiercac 
tones.     He  advanced  a  few  steps  into  the  room,  and  by  the  light  of  a  lamp  per 
ceived  that  those  who  were  sleeping  were  some  black  eunuchs,  each  l>ii^  witb 
a  drawn  sabre  next  him ;  and  this  led  him  to  suppose  that  they  iiTrc  gtiardta^ 
(be  apartment  of  some  queen  or  princess.     In  fact,  it  was  that  oi'  a  princess. 

The  chamber  in  which  she  slept  was  next  to  the  room  where  the  eunuchs  were 
placed,  and  was  easily  discernible  by  the  great  light  which  shone  ihn  ■  ht 

silk  hanging  that  concealed  the  door.     The  prince  advanced  towarr  •. 

ingwith  light  steps,  and  reached  it  without  waking  the  eunuchs:  he  liicss  u  .tsiik 
and  entered  the  chamber.  The  regal  magnificence  of  the  decorations  was  so 
object  to  him  in  his  present  situation,  and  did  not  attract  bis  atienuon,  wfakh 
was  wholly  engaged  on  what  was  to  him  of  greater  conseqticnce.  He  obscnvi 
several  beds,  only  one  of  which  was  raised  on  a  sofa,  the  others  bcii^ 
The  women  belonging  to  the  princess  were  lying  on  the  lower  ones,  to 
<ompany  and  attend  on  her,  and  the  princess  heraclf  was  in  the  imm 
one. 

Guided  by  this  distinction.  Firouz  Schah  could  not  be  mistaken  in  the 
he  should  make,  whom  to  address.  He  approached  the  princess's  bed  witbovl 
disturbing  either  her  or  her  women.  When  he  was  sufticienUy  near  to  obsorc 
her  distinctly,  his  eyes  beheld  such  encKinting  and  wonderful  beauty  that  he  vu 
<iuite  charmed,  and  instantly  fell  the  flame  of  love  in  his  hean.  "  Heaven*  ' 
exclaimed  he  to  himself,  "has  my  wav-ward  fate  led  mc  hither  to  deprive  totd 
that  liberty  I  have  till  now  so  uniformly  maintained?  Am  I  noi  to  csped 
ineWtable  enthralment  when  those  eyes  are  tmclosed,  which  mun  add  so  mu<^ 
lustre  and  brilliancy  to  that  assemblage  of  charms?  Vet  1  must  be  comcm  ta 
submit,  since  I  cannot  auit  this  spot  without  becoming  my  own  desuo)r«r,  and 
I  must  needs  await  the  decree  of  mv  destiny." 

Occupied  by  reflections  of  this  nature,  which  the  beauty  of  the  princeMaad 
the  situation  in  which  he  found  himself  inspired,  he  pl.iced  himself  on  his  IcBeeti 
and  taking  hold  of  the  princess's  sleeve,  which  but  partly  concealed  an  unm 
exquisite  form  and  incomparable  whiteness,  he  gently  pulled  iL  The  powcui 
awoke,  and, opening  her  eyes,  was  in  the  utmost  .istont<!hment  ai  bebuldtnc  aotf 
her  a  man  of  handsome  countenance,  well  formed,  and  elegantly  dreswo;  dK 
surorisc  she  felt  did  not,  however,  betray  her  into  any  evident  cmotkinA  ofaUCB- 

The  prince  look  advantage  of  this  favotirable  moment ;  he  bowed  hii  bn^ 
to  the  floor,  and  when  he  raised  it, ''Illustrious  princess."  said  he,"  in cofttci|uoc* 
<]f  an  adventure  of  the  most  astonishing  and  surprismg  nature  ymt  can  pMiAfr 
conceive,  you  now  see  at  your  feet  a  supplicating  pnnce.  the  s«i  of  the  K^* 
Perua,  who  yesterday  morning  was  assisting  with  his  father  at  the  cdrinaM 
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af  a  solenm  festival,  and  who  now  finds  himself  in  the  most  imminent  danger  ot 
perishing,  if  ynu  will  not  h.i\-c  the  f;o<xlnca&  and  f;encrDsit>-  to  bcatow  on  him 
vDur  aid.  This  protccuon,  most  adorable  princc-ua.  i  implore,  in  the  full  cunft- 
dencc  that  you  will  not  irfuse  it  mc.  1  vcniurc  to  flatter  myself  tlial  my  hopes 
ore  not  fallaciouy,  from  the  conviction  that  inliuinaiiity  cannot  lake  up  it&  abode 
with  such  iocom parable  charms  and  such  majestic  superiority." 

The  ladv  to  whom  Prince  FinHi2  Schah  had  thus  passion .itdy  addressed  him- 
self was  the  Princess  of  Bengal,  eldest  daughter  of  the  king  who  leigncd  over 
the  kingdom  of  that  name,  and  who  had  built  this  palace  for  her  at  a  short  dis- 
tance  from  the  capital,  whither  she  frequently  resoned  to  enter  into  the  diver- 
sioiu  of  the  country.  Having  listened  to  the  prince  with  all  the  complaisance 
he  could  possibly  desire,  she  replied  to  him  with  equal  affability.  "  Prince,"  said 
she,  "take  courage;  you  arc  not  in  a  country  of  barbarians.  Hospitality,  hu- 
nunity,  and  politeness  hold  their  reign  in  the  kingdom  of  bengal  with  equal 
sway  as  in  that  of  Persia.  It  is  not  I  who  grant  you  the  protection  you  demand; 
\oo  .ire  entiile*!  to  it,  and  will  experience  it  not  only  in  my  palace,  but  also  in 
evcrv  jwn  uf  these  dominions.     \o\i  may  believe  mc  and  cnntide  in  my  word." 

Tfcc  Prince  of  Persia  was  going  to  express  his  acknowledgments  to  the 
Princess  of  Bengal  for  her  politeness  and  the  fa\'our  she  had  granicd  him  m  so 
obhging  a  manner,  and  had  .ilrcady  bowed  his  head  verj-  low  tn  order  to  speak, 
but  she  prevented  hiin.  "  I  fcvl  the  greatest  curiosity,"  said  slic,  "  to  be  infonned 
Irom  your  own  lips  by  what  wonderful  adventure  you  could  liave  travelled  hither 
in  so  short  a  space  of  lime  from  the  capital  of  Feisia,  and  by  what  enthaniraent 
you  could  have  penetrated  into  my  apartment,  and  prcscnied  yourself  before  me 
Ml  secretly  that  yuu  have  evaded  the  vigilance  of  my  guards.  Out  as  I  am 
certain  you  must  be  in  want  01  some  refreshment,  and  1  wish  to  treat  you  as  a 
guest  who  deser\-es  a  good  welcome,  I  will  restrain  my  curiosity  until  to-morrow 
moming.and  at  present  only  give  orders  to  uty  women  lo  prepare  a  chamber  for 
>our  reception,  and  provide  you  with  everj-thing  necessary.  Vou  will  there  re- 
fresh arul  repose  yourself  until  you  feci  sufticicntly  recoverecl  lo  be  able  to  satisfy 
my  wishes,  by  which  time  1  shall  be  prepared  to  listen  to  you." 

Tbo  princess's  women  awoke  at  the  first  words  which  Prince  Firooz  Schah 
addressed  tu  their  roy-il  mistress;  and  their  astonishment  at  seeing  htm  on  hb 
knees  before  ihc  bed  of  the  princess  was  increased  by  being  unable  to  account 
for  lus  iotroductiun  into  her  chamber  without  luvtng  disturocd  cither  them  or 
the  eunuchs.  Thusc  women  no  sooner  understcKKl  the  princess's  intentions  than 
they  arose  and  quickly  dressed  themselves,  and  were  ready  to  execute  any  orders 
they  might  receive  from  her.  They  each  took  one  of  the  numerous  lighted  tipers 
whKh  illuminated  the  princess's  apartment,  .ind  when  the  prince  retired  the)* 
watlced  before  him,  ana  conducted  him  into  a  beautiful  chamber.  While  one 
part  of  them  prepared  him  a  bed,  the  others  went  into  the  kitchen  to  procure 
mm  some  refreshment  And  although  the  hour  was  so  unseasonable  for  such 
occupations.  lhe>'  nevertheless  were  so  diligent,  that  he  had  not  lung  to  wait  for 
his  repast  They  brought  him  a  great  abundance  of  various  dishes.  He  partook 
4if  what  he  liked,  and  h.tving  satisfied  his  hunser,  they  clcired  all  away  and  left 
him  at  liberty  to  go  lo  bed,  naving  first  pointed  out  to  htm  where  he  might  iiad 
everything  he  could  require. 

The  Princess  of  Bengal  was  so  struck  with  the  understanding,  politeness,  and 
other  amiable  qualities  of  the  Prince  of  Persi.i  in  the  short  conversation  she  had 
held  with  him.  that  her  mind  was  wholly  occupied  by  him :  and  she  had  not  yet 
been  able  to  close  her  eyes  when  her  women  returned  into  the  chamber  to  go  to 
(bed.  She  inquired  if  they  had  taken  care  to  provide  him  nilh  cvcrj-thing  he 
iwantcd ;  if  be  appeared  satisfied ;  alxive  all.  what  they  thgught  of  his  person. 

The  women,  having  eiven  satisfactory  answers  10  the  fonner  questions,  thus 
rcf^ed  to  the  latter :  **  We  know  not,  jMincess,  what  opinion  v  ou  have  yourself 
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formed  of  him,  bui  on  our  part  we  should  esteem  you  very  fortunate  if  ihe  kitiy 
your  father  would  bestow  you  on  so  amiable  a  prince  in  marmgc.  There  is  no 
one  at  ihe  court  of  Bengal  who  can  be  compared  to  him.  and  we  have  not  heard 
that  any  of  the  neighbouring  states  can  produce  a  prince  vrorthy  of  you." 

This  nattchnj^  speech  did  not  displease  the  tMncess  of  Bengal,  but  as  she  did 
not  choose  to  reveal  her  own  sentiments,  she  commanded  them  to  be  sQent. 
"  You  are  idle  chatterers,"  said  she:  ''get  to  bed,  and  let  mc  go  to  tleep  agaio." 
The  next  morning,  the  first  c;irc  that  engaged  the  princess  after  she  rose  »-as  to 
perform  the  duties  ot  the  toilet.  She  nad  never  before  taken  such  paiai  in 
adorning  herself  as  on  that  day.  and  she  passed  more  time  than  usual  m  con- 
sulting her  mirror.  Her  women  had  never  before  been  obliged  to  exerciMSO 
much  patience  in  doing  and  undoing  the  same  thing  several  times  till  she  wu 
contented. 

"  I  could  plainly  discern,"  thought  she  to  herself,  "  that  I  was  not  unplesutng 
to  the  Prince  of  Persia  in  my  undress,  but  he  shall  see  a  far  different  object 
when  I  am  decorated  in  all  my  splendour.''  She  .-idomed  her  bead  with  Uie 
largest  and  mo.%t  brilliant  diamonds,  and  wore  a  necklace,  and  bracelcis,  and 

Slrdlc  formed  of  the  same  precious  matcriats.  all  of  inestimable  value,  .ind  ibe 
rcss  she  put  on  was  composed  of  the  richest  silk  that  India  could  produce, 
which  was  wrought  only  for  kings,  princes,  or  princesses  of  the  highest  rank,  and 
was  of  A  colour  that  displ.iycd  her  beauty  to  the  greatest  advantage.  When  she 
had  again  repeatedly  consulted  her  mirror,  and  asked  her  women  separately  tf 
anything  was  wanting  to  complete  the  magnlticcnce  of  her  appcirance,  sbe  •eat 
to  inquire  if  the  Prince  of  Persia  was  aw^e  and  dressed;  and  concluding  tlut 
he  would  ask  permission  to  present  himself  before  her,  she  desired  him  to  be 
informed  that  she  was  coming  to  htm,  and  that  she  had  particular  reasons  fior 
acting  thus. 

The  Prince  of  Persia,  having  made  up  in  the  day  the  quanlitv  rtf  n>«T  he  had 
lost  in  the  night,  and  being  now  perfectly  recovered  from  liis  •'  "UnKf, 

had  just  tiniiihed  dressing  himself  when  he  received  a  message  t'  :';ifioc|^J 

of  ticngaJ,  by  one  of  her  women,  to  inquire  how  he  h.td  passed  the  nigfaL       ^|fl 

Without  waiting  for  the  princess's  woman  to  deliver  her  mcssa^,  he  im^^^f 
diatcly  inquired  if  her  mistress  was  ready  to  rccci\-e  his  respects.     But  urbrnd?' 
woman  had  |>erfonned  the  order  she  had  received,  '"The  princess,"  said  ht^  "h 
mistress  here,  and  I  am  in  her  house  only  to  obey  her  commands.' 

The  princess  was  no  sooner  informed  that  the  Prince  of  Persia  was  ready  W 
receive  her  th.in  she  went  to  his  apartment.  Many  compliments  were  cxchai^fd 
on  each  side,  the  prince  3polo;^'i2ing  for  having  awakened  the  princess  oat  of  her 
sleep,  for  which  he  entreated  her  pardon,  and  she  inquiring  how  he  had  pSMCd 
the  ni^'iii,  and  whether  he  now  found  himself  recovered.  The  princes*  dwa 
seated  herself  on  the  sofa,  and  Firouz  Schah  followed  her  example,  pbdl^  hiw- 
seli",  howc\cr,  at  some  distance,  to  show  his  respect. 

The  princess  tlien  began  the  convcrwUon,  "  Prince,"  said  sbe,  "  I  neght 
have  received  you  in  the  chamber  where  you  found  mc  in  bed  last  night ;  hoi  a 
the  chief  of  my  eunuchs  h-is  the  liberty  of  going  there,  and  as  he  never  om 
this  place  without  mv  express  permission,  I  preferred  this,  as  bang  IcM  Htdyti 
suffer  from  interruption.  I  feel  the  utmost  impatience  to  become  acquainted  *B 
the  extraordinary  adventure  which  procures  me  the  happiness  of  seeing  vat;  I 
therefore  entreat  you  to  oblige  me  with  the  detail  of  what  I  am  so  anxnm  ii 
know." 

tn  order  to  give  the  princess  full  satisfaction  on  entrs'  point  relatiit;  to  hiiMd^ 
Firoui  Schah  began  by  giving  her  an  account  of  the  annu.-U  festival  of  N'em*; 
and  of  the  strange  introduction  of,  and  his  own  ad^-enture  with,  the  rnrhiwrf 
horse.  "  Voumayeastlyimagine>princc$3/hecontinued,"tliatthckii^in]rfttfl^ 


nfao  Spam  no  expense  to  increase  hU  collection  of  the  most  rare  and  curious  pro- 
ductions that  can  be  ob:.iincd,  vrould  feel  .in  .in\ious  desire  to  add  to  it  a  horse 
of  so  cxtriLordinar)-  a.  nalure  :  he  in  fact  did  so,  and  did  not  long  hesiiaie  to  ask 
the  Indian  at  what  sum  he  estimated  its  \'alue. 

**  The  Indian's  reply  was  the  most  extravagant  you  can  conceive.  He  said  that 
he  had  not  purcha&vd  the  horse,  but  had  acguired  it  in  exchange  for  his  only 
diiughler,  nnd  ihni,  as  he  could  not  consent  to  deprive  himself  of  it  but  on  similar 
terms,  he  would  not  resign  it  to  him  except  on  condition  of  his  consenting  to  give 
lum  the  princess  my  sister  in  marriage. 

"The  crowd  of  counicrs  who  surrounded  my  father's  throne,  and  heard  this 
extravagant  proposition,  openly  laii^^tied  at  the  absurdity  of  it ;  for  my  part,  I  felt 
such  violent  indignation,  that  I  could  not  dissemble  my  emotion,  the  less,  toa 
because  I  found  the  kin^  \vaverin{{  as  to  the  answer  he  should  make.  In  (act,  1 
drmly  believe  that  he  was  on  the  point  of  granting  him  his  rcouest,  if  I  had  not 
represented  to  him,  in  the  most  forcible  terms,  the  stain  by  which  he  was  going  to 
tarnish  his  glory.  My  remonstrances,  however,  were  nut  sufticicndy  etlectuaJ  to 
make  him  abandon  entirely  all  intention  of  sacriticing  the  princess  my  sister  to 
so  despicable  a  wretch.  He  supposed  I  might  accede  to  his  wishes,  if  1  could 
but  entertain  the  same  opinion  of  ihe  inesiimable  value  of  the  horse  which  be 
bad  conceived.  With  this  view,  be  desired  me  to  examine  and  mount  it,  andmaJce 
uiai  of  it  myself. 

"To  i^easc  the  king  my  father  I  complied,  and  mounted  the  horse  ;  and  as 
soon  as  1  was  on  it,  having  seen  the  Indian  turn  a  p^,  which  occasioned  the 
borte  to  rise  with  him,  I  did  the  same  thing,  without  waiting  for  any  further 
instructions  from  kiui,  and  in  an  instant  I  rose  in  the  air  wiUi  a  swiftness  far 
surpassing  that  of  an  arrow  shot  bv  the  most  experienced  archer. 

"  In  a  short  lime  I  was  at  such  a  oist.incc  from  the  earth  that  1  could  no  longer 
distinguish  any  object,  and  I  appeared  to  be  approaching  so  near  the  vault  of 
beavcn  that  1  began  to  be  apprehensive  that  1  should  hit  against  it  Tlie  rapidity 
of  the  motion  by  which  I  ascended  for  some  time  deprived  me  of  my  recollection, 
and  rendered  mc  insensible  of  the  danger  to  which  I  was  on  all  side^  exposed. 
At  length  I  attempted  to  turn  the  peg  in  a  contmry  direction,  supposing  that  I 
should  by  that  means  descend  ;  but  the  effect  did  not  answer  my  expecution. 
The  horse  continued  to  bear  me  still  higher  and  (arther  from  the  eann.  After 
some  time  I  discovered  another  peg ;  I  turned  it,  and  soon  perceived  that  the 
horse,  instead  of  rising,  began  to  descend;  and  as  I  soon  found  myself  in  the 
shades  of  night,  and  it  being  impossible  to  guide  the  horse  to  any  place  of  safety, 
I  loosened  ttic  reins,  and  resigned  myself  to  the  will  of  God,  to  dispose  of  me  u 
He  thought  besL 

•*The  horse  at  last  reached  the  ground,  and  I  dismounted.  I  examinwl  the 
pUcc  where  I  was,  and  discovered  it  to  be  the  terrace  of  tliis  palace.  I  found 
the  door  of  the  staircase  half  open,  and  1  went  down  without  making  any  noise  ; 
Z  came  to  an  open  door,  from  which  a  faint  light  glimmered.  1  looked  in,  and 
saw  the  eunuchs  asleep,  and  beyond,  a  considerate  light,  which  shone  through 
a  hanging.  Notwithstanding  the  K-xiard  I  ran  if  the  eunuchs  awoke,  >-et  t&c 
ptetttag  necessity  of  my  situation  inspired  mc  with  courage,  not  to  say  tcmcritj', 
and  I  advanced  towards  the  second  door  as  hghtly  as  possible. 
•  **  There  is  no  occasion,  princess,  to  describe  what  followed  :  you  know  it  already. 
Nothing  remains  but  to  thank  you  for  your  kindness  and  generosity. and  to  entreat 
^outotcUme  by  what  means  I  can  evince  my  gratitude  fur  so  great  an  oblig.-ition, 
m  a  way  that  will  be  accepl.ible  to  you.  Asi  according  to  the  rights  of  mankind, 
I  am  now  your  slave,  and  cannot  therefore  offer  you  my  person,  I  have  nothing 
left  except  inyhearL  liul  what  do  I  s.iy.  lovely  princess?  This  heart  is  no  longer 
tnir»e  :  you  iiaw  ravished  it  from  mc  by  your  charms :  and  far  from  askmg  you 
to  return  it  to  me,  I  resign  it  entirely  to  you.     I'ermit  mc,  thervfurc,  to  declaJrc  lo 
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you,  that  in  you  I  acknovrledge  the  mistress  not  only  of  my  heart,  but  of  my  wtelt 

thoughts.'' 

These  last  words  were  pronounced  by  Prince  Firooi  Sch:ih  with  a  tone  uid 
air  whicli  fully  convinced  ihc  Princess  nf  Bengal  of  Uic  i.  fpct  »he  had 

endeavoured  to  accomplisb.    She  was  not  dt^pleaied  t^  ith  li  <  i  <  detiantis 

of  the  Prince  of  Persia,  and  the  blushes  which  oveisprend  Imr  clievkii  beJffaMaod 
her  bcaiiiv,  and  rendered  her  slill  more  interesting  m  his  e>es. 

When  he  had  finished  speaking,  *'  Prince,"  replied  she,  "  the  nleuine  vw 
aifordcd  me  by  your  account  of  all  the  wonderful  and  surpnstng  things  yvi  fni 
described,  was  much  lessened  by  the  terror  I  felt  when  I  conceived  ytw  in  ^ 
highest  rc^ons  of  the  air  ;  and  although  1  had  the  happiness  of  seeiilf;  you  befavt 
me  in  perfect  safety,  )'ct  my  fears  did  not  cease  uU  you  told  me  tliat  too  Iniiia'ft 
hursc  was  come  to  alight  on  the  terrace  of  my  palace.  The  same  thilig  wa^it 
\iA\c  happened  in  a  thousand  different  places  ;  and  I  am  delighted  Utaf  cfaiar* 
should  have  given  me  the  preference,  and  at  die  same  time  the  opportvfttty  rf 
tcllmc  ycm,  that  althotigh  you  might  have  been  giiided  to  some  oibef  spot,  jW 
would  never  have  Iwen  rereived  with  a  more  hc.irifelt  welcome. 

"  I  should  iherefore  feci  hurt  and  offended,  prince,  if  1  could  believe  ihu  yfm 
seriously  considered  yourself  in  the  light  of  my  slave,  as  you  )ust  now  rvpra^Miri 
yourself.  I  attribute  that  expression  to  your  politeness,  mlhcr  than  to  yoor  ^K 
eerily ;  and  ilie  reception  you  met  with  on  your  amval  oujiht  to  coariore  51a 
that  vou  arc  not  less  at  liberty  here  dum  in  the  midst  of  llie  Persian  coort. 

"As  for  your  heart,"  added  the  princess.  In  a  lone  which  liiilc  denoted  a  rcfuil^ 
"as  I  am  ftilly  persuaded  thai  you  have  not  reserved  the  disposal  of  it  lolbi 
present  time,  and  that  you  have  doubtless  made  choice  of  a  princess  who  dcjcfwil 
your  afTeclion,  I  should  be  sorrj-  to  be  tiic  cause  of  your  innmstancy  to  her." 

The  prince  was  ^oing  to  malie  the  most  solemn  \< 
had  yet  occupied  his  heart ;  but  at  the  instant  he  m 

of  the  prioress's  attendants  came  to  acquaint  them  th.ii  u  i  ats 

imemiprion  relieved  both  from  the  nccessiij-of  an  explanar  1.)  \am 

been  equally  embarrassing.     The  princess  remained  t  ■  .luucrfifce 

sincerity  of  the  prince ;  and  although  she  had  not  :  ^f,  he  ucver- 

tliclcss  judged  from  the  nature  of  her  answer,  and  tlic  1.. 1  titer  mvhick 

she  had  listened  to  him,  tlut  he  had  cver^*  reason  to  be  sjtisAed  with  his  ignrngm^ 
of  success. 

As  the  wom.m  who  had  announced  the  dinner  held  llic  dixtr  open,  tbeprinca^ 
as  she  rose  from  her  seat,  said  10  Firuuz  Scliah,  who  followed  her  exan^dcv  Aot 
^e  did  not  usually  dine  at  so  early  an  hour,  but  as  she  feared  he  had  ntnde  fadt 
o  bad  supper,  she  had  ordered  it  to  be  scr\'cd  sooner  than  usual ;  having  miti 
which,  she  conducted  him  into  a  magnificent  saloon,  where  a  uble  wms  pnpmriL 
and  covered  with  great  abundance  of  excellent  dishes.  I'hcy  took  their  plaoih 
I  und  bad  scarcely  seated  themselves  when  a  number  of  the  fcm.ile  siarcs  beki«g 
h^  to  the  princess,  must  richly  dressed  and  of  great  beauty.  l<eg«n  a  iSciightnl 
concert  nf  mstrumental  and  vocal  music,  which  continued  dunng  tbe  whole  4f 
the  repast 

As  the  music  was  played  very  softly,  it  did  not  inierr  ■  •'  onvcrxMiiB 
between  the  prince  and  prinrcss.     In'the  reriprocal  roi-  tbe  v-ariMu 

attentions  and  civilities  which  the  duties  of  the  ublc  c.i!i<.^.  1-.  .n,  km  nadi 
much  greater  progress  than  if  the  intcniew  h.id  been  p(eme<lJt4ted. 

At  lengtli  tlie>'  ruse  from  t-iblc.  and  she  led  him  >''■•  •   ""  "iih.-'-"»  fv^-« 
Imperbly  embellished  with  gold  ;ind  .ixure,  and  fum 
'degance.     They  sat  on  a  sofa  which  faced  the  garde; 
of  which  sirurk  Pnnce  Firotw  Schah,  from  the  uncoi; 
shrubs,  and  trees,  all  different  fnJin  those  tlut  grow  u 
them.     Availing  Kims«:\t  o(  xVvb  o^vortunitv  which  this  subject  HMnnkd  ban,  %a 


bexnininf;  a  conversation  with  the  princess,  he  said,  "Till  now  I  supposed  that 
there  was  no  country  in  the  world,  except  Persia,  that  could  boast  of  superb 
palaces  and  beautiful  gardens,  worlhy  of  the  majesty  of  kings.  Itut  I  now  per- 
cti^'e  that  wherever  there  are  great  and  powerful  monarchs,  they  build  themselves 
habitations  in  character  witli  their  grandeur  and  power  ;  and  although  they  may 
diifer  in  the  constniciton  and  decorations,  they  arc  ahkc  in  splendour  and  mag- 
nificence." 

"  Pnncc,'*  replied  the  Princess  of  Bengal,  "  as  I  have  no  idea,  ot  the  palaces  in 
Persia,  1  can  form  no  judgment  uf  the  comparison  you  nuUce  between  those  and 
mine,  and  cannot,  therefore,  deliver  my  opinion  ;  but,  however  sincere  you  may 
be,  1  can  scarcely  persuade  myself  that  it  is  just :  you  must  allow  me  to  suppose 
ihat  complaisance  has  some  share  in  what  you  say.  I  will  not  lessen  my  palace 
in  your  c<^iin)ation  ;  you  have  too  much  taste  .ind  discernment  not  to  judge  of  it 
as  It  deser\c5  ;  but  l'  assure  you  I  find  it  ver>-  indifferent  when  I  compare  it  with 
that  of  the  king  my  father,  which  intiniiety  surpasses  it  in  beauty,  richness,  and 
grsjideur.  Vou  will  tell  me  your  opinion  uf  it  when  you  shall  have  seen  iL  A& 
chance  has  brought  you  so  far  as  the  capital  of  this  kingdum,  1  doubt  not  you 
will  wish  to  see  and  pay  >-our  compliments  to  the  king  my  father,  that  lie  may 
have  an  opportunity  of  showing  you  those  attentions  which  are  due  to  a  prince 
of  your  rank  and  mcril." 

Ity  exriiing  in  the  Prince  of  Persia  a  degree  of  curiosity  to  see  the  palace  of 
liengal,  and  be  introduced  to  the  king  her  father,  the  princess  flattered  herself 
that,  should  she  succeed,  her  father  might,  when  he  saw  a  prince  of  so  elegant 
an  appearance,  so  clever,  and  so  accomplished  in  every  estimable  quality,  be 
induced  to  propose  an  alliance  by  offering  her  to  him  in  marriage ;  and  u  die 
was  %%'ell  persuaded  that  she  was  not  indifferent  to  the  prince,  and  that  he  would 
not  refuse  such  an  alliance,  she  ht)]>ed  by  ihese  means  to  obtain  Uic  completion 
of  her  wishes,  still  prcscn-ing  that  decorum  of  conduct  neccsa-ur  in  a  princen 
■who  was  desirous  of  appearing  submissive  to  the  commands  of  her  father.  But 
the  Prince  of  Persia  dia  not  make  that  reply  to  her  proposal  which  she  expected 
from  him. 

*•  Princess,"  resumed  he,  "  the  preference  you  ha\'e  just  given  to  the  palace  of 
the  King  of  Heng.il  over  your  own,  and  the  manner  in  which  you  deliver  yt>ar 
opinion,  is  sufficient  to  convince  ine  of  the  sincerity  of  It.  Willi  regard  to  the 
proposal  you  make  me  of  pa\-ing  my  respects  to  the  king  your  father,  I  must 
reply  that  it  would  be  not  only  .i  great  pleasure  to  me,  ^t  an  honour  also  to 
acquit  myself  of  w  hat  I  should  conceive  my  duty.  But,"  added  he, "  1  leave  you, 
princess,  lo  judge  whether  it  would  be  advisable  for  me  to  present  m\-sclf  bdTore 
the  throne  of  so  great  a  monarch,  in  the  hght  of  a  mere  adventurer,  without  any 
attendants  and  c<iuipagc  suitable  to  my  rank." 

"  Let  not  that  circtunstance  occasion  you  a  moment's  uneasiness,"  rephed  the 
princess.  "  You  have  only  to  say  what  you  wish,  and  money  shall  not  be  want- 
ing to  procure  you  whaiever  train  of  attendants  you  may  desire ;  I  will  furnish 
you  with  any  sum  \-ou  may  want.  There  are  manymerch-inis  hereof  yournation; 
you  may,  therefore,  procure  anything  that  you  judge  necessary  to  furnish  a  bouse 
that  will  do  you  credit,  and  be  in  rhartcter  with  your  situation  in  life." 

Prince  Firouz  Schab  easily  penetrated  the  intention  of  the  princess  in  hlft 
fiivour,  and  the  unbounded  proofs  of  her  affection,  which  she  by  these  means 
ci-inccd,  augmented  the  love  nc  felt  for  her  ;  but  notwithstanding  the  increasing 
nolence  of  his  passion,  he  did  not  give  way  to  it  so  as  lo  forget  the  conduct  he 
ought  to  obser\*e.  He  replied  without  the  least  hesitation,  "  Princess,  I  should 
most  willingly  accept  the  obliging  offer  you  have  made  me,  .ind  for  which  I 
carmot  suffiriemly  express  my  gratitude,  wen  I  ncn  sensible  that  the  uneasiness 
the  king  my  father  must  feel  at  my  absence  requires  my  immediate  return.  1 
ihould  be  unworthy  of  the  tenderness  and  .iffcction  he  has  always  shown  me  if 
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I  did  not  go  back  to  him  immediately,  to  remove  the  apptchcnsions  he 
naturally  feel  fnr  my  safety.     I  know  his  character  well ;  and  whilt;  1  have 
happiness  of  enjoying  the  society  of  a  princess  so  amiable  a)  yourself  1  m 
persuaded  that  he  ia  immersed  in  the  deepest  ainiction.withnui  any  hope  of  mf 
seeing  mc  more.     1  trust  you  will  du  me  tlie  justice  to  aJIow  that  I  CAlUkoL  Wi^ 
out  being  guilty  of  the  blackest  iu^niuiude,  be  released  fiuin  the   oUi^atMa 
of  returning  to  him,  to  restore  him  to  happiness,  and  [lerliap's  h!< 
protracted  absence   might  deprive  him  of.     After   that,  t(X>   1 
continued  he, "  if  you  should  esteem  me  worthy  of  becou    ■.- 
as  the  king  my  father  has  always  dcclaretl  that  he  woul'i  \V'\   i-...-.  :i'>  c 
of  a  wife,  1  should  have  no  ditiicuUy  in  obtaining  his  consent  tu  come 
a^ain,  not  as  an  unknown  wanderer,  but  as  the  Prince  of  f'crsia,  bearing  * 
posal  from  him  to  contract  on  alliance  with  the  King  of  !Ien>:.i),  b>'  oww 
our  uniotL     I  am  convinced  he  will  readily  accede  wluui  I  ha^e  infonned  Ihd 
of  the  generous  manner  in  which  you  received  mc  after  my  misfortune." 

The  pnncc  liavin^  thus  explained  his  sentiments,  the  I'nnccss  of  Bcngsl  wa> 
too  fully  satislied  with  their  justice  tu  insist  any  further  un  his  a^r«ctOC  to  iW 
intra<luction  to  her  father,  or  to  propose  anything  that  mi^ht  not  be  llimillilli 
with  his  duty  and  honour  :  she  w.-is,  nevertheless,  .ilarmcd  at  the  kde>  oC  die 
sudden  departure  which  he  seemed  to  meditate,  and  she  feared  that  tf  be  kk 
her  so  soon,  absence  might  efface  her  from  hts  memory-,  and  he  would  {oq^a  to 
fiillil  his  promise. 

To  avert  this  intention,  therefore,  she  said  to  him, "  By  making  vnu  a  itmptNd, 
prince,  to  contribute  whatever  might  be  necessary  to  place  >'  •i.tniw 

suited  to  your  rank,  preparatory  to  your  introduction  to  my  i  .:id  atf 

mean  to  oppose  so  reasonable  an  excuse  as  that  you  have  alleged,  and  wliich  1 
had  myself  foreseen.     1  should  indeed  be  an  accomplice  in  the  ermr  ytn  w»li      i 
commit,  could  1  ctitcriain  such  a  wish ;  yet  1  cannot  Kive  my  apfvofaaUiaB  ||^^l 
your  intention  of  rctumin);  to  your  own  countrj'  so  soon  as  you  pcopot.    i^^| 
least  grant  one  favour  to  my  earnest  entreaties  :  allow  j-oursclf  lime  to  »oq«iiV 
some  Knowledge  of  this  country  ;  and  since  my  good  fortune  has  dccmd  dac 
you  should  have  alighted  in  the  kingdom  of  Bengal,  in  preference  to  a  dciert, « 
the  summit  of  some  steep  rock,  from  whence  you  could  not  have  reaJdbed  the 
habiuble  world,  1  entreat  you  to  remain  here  a  sufficient  time  to  be  able  to  tkhc 
with  you  to  the  court  of  Persia  an  accurate  detail  of  the  country." 

The  princess  gave  this  turn  to  her  discourse,  that  the  prince  miKfal  be  pei> 
suaded  to  continue  with  her  for  some  time,  when  she  hoped  that,  becotninf  bf 
insensible  decrees  more  passionately  attached  to  her  per^'"^  '"i  rhamts,  tM 
strong  desire  lie  enteruined  of  returning  to  Persia  might  '  m]  that  W 

would  then  dcterminetoappear  in  public.and  bepresentcd  '  i>f  IWttiL 

He  could  not  refuse  the  favour  she  requested,  after  the  kind  ■■■  le  bad 

met  with  from  her.    He  acceded,  and  the  pnnccss  had  now  r  tioc  is 

render  his  residence  M-ith  her  as  agreeable  as  possible,  by  oU  the  witty  of 
amusements  she  could  devise. 

For  several  days  nothing  M'as  ThDU;;:ht  of  but  entertainments.  balU,  coocertk, 
magnificent  collations,  parties  of  pleasure  in  the  gardens,  and  hunting  cicpcvihieBi 
in  the  park  belonging  to  the  palace,  where  there  were  all  sorts  of  anuaals  Ibr  ^HK 
diversion— stags, binds,  deer,  roebucks,  and  other  kinds  peculiar  to  the  coo&tffol 
Bengal,  which  were  not  sav.ige  enough  to  render  the  chase  a  cUtifcrouk  or  b» 
proper  sport  for  the  princess  to  join  in. 

\Vhen  the  hunt  was  over,  the  prince  and  princess  would  meet  it 
spot  in  the  park,  where  a  Urge  carpet  was  spread  for  them,  and 
on  it.  th.it  iliey  might  sit  more  commodiously.    There,  r^--  ■■ 
fatigue,  and  reposing  after  the  exercise  ihcy  had  taken,  the 
subjects.    The  princess  alvtay^  endeavoured  to  lead  the  ti/p.^  v. 
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the  power,  the  riches,  and  ihe  government  of  Pcrsi-i,  th.it  she  rnighi,  in  reply  w 
'%*b3l  Prince  Firotiz  Schah  advanced,  enlarge  on  the  advanta^'cs  possessed  bv  the 
Win;^om  of  Bengal,  and  thus  persuade  him  to  remain ;  but  the  event  turned  out 
cumtrarv  to  both  her  wishes  and  expectation. 

The  t^rincc  of  Persia,  in  fact,  and  without  the  least  exaggeration,  gave  her  so 
tiaboratc  an  account  of  the  power,  m.i^iiiiicence.  and  ojiulcncc  that  reigned 
in  his  father's  dominions  ;  of  its  mihtarj-  force,  of  its  commerce,  extending  both 
\gf  sea  and  land  to  the  most  distant  countries ;  of  the  multitude  of  its  cities,  all 
nearly  as  populous  as  that  in  which  he  had  fixed  his  residence,  containing  palaces 
richly  furnished  and  ready  for  his  immediate  reception,  according  to  the  different 
seasons  of  the  year,  so  that  he  might  enjoy  a  perpetual  spring  \  in  short,  he  re> 
lated  so  many  wonders  of  his  native  countn-,  Uiat  before  he  had  concluded  the 
princeM  began  to  consider  the  kingdom  of  Bengal  as  inlSnitcly  inferior  to  that  of 
Persia  in  almost  cvcr>~  point     And  when  he  requested  her  in  return  to  recount 
ihc  advantages  of  her  father's  kingdom,  she  could  not  be  pro'uiled  on  for  a  con- 
siderable tune  to  comply. 

At  length,  howe\-er,  she  consented  to  giv-e  this  gratification  to  Prince  Firoui 
Sdtah,  but  not  n-iihmit  diminishing  much  of  the  superiority  which  Dengal  in  some 
Instances  possessed  over  Persia.  She  so  pUinly  evinced  by  her  conversation  that 
Uie  should  feel  no  dil^culty  in  accompanying  him.  that  he  concluded  she  would 
consent  to  the  lirst  proposal  of  that  nature  which  he  should  make  to  her ;  he  did 
Dot,  however,  think  it  proper  to  mention  such  a  thing  until  he  had  remained  with 
her  long  enough  for  the  blame  to  be  on  her  side  if  she  expressed  a  wish  of  detain- 
ing him  still  longer,  and  prevented  his  fullUUng  the  indispensable  duty  of  retitm- 
iog  to  the  long  his  father. 


For  two  wliole  months  Prince  Ftrouz  Schah  entirely  devoted  himaelf  to 
wi&hcs  oi  tlie  princess  :  he  juined  in  all  the  amusements  she  so  amply  p 
for  him  with  as  much  aridity  n%  if  he  had  been  destined  to  pus  hit  «■! 
with  her  in  the  same  round  of  di\xrsion,     £5ut  when  this  period  had  eljpvcd,  1 
took  un  opiKirtuniiy  of  dcclnring  to  her  in  the  must  serious  terms  ttiat  he 
lonj;  neyicfted  his  Uut>-,  and  begijed  her  to  grant  hun  permission  to  atle 
dictates  of  tilial  aHcciiun,  ut  the  same  time  repe.iting  his  promise  of 
immediately  with  a  retinue  worthy  of  himself,  as  well  as  of  her,  to  tl( 
in  marriage,  according  lo  the  usual  fonris,  of  the  King  of  Ueogal, 

"  Princess,"  added  he. "'  perhaps  you  are  incUncd  to  suspect  my  prombes 
the  request  1  h.ivc  made,  and  already  place  me  in  the  list  of  ihme  £(il*e 
who  dismiss  the  object  of  their  affection  from  their  hearts  wh--,  i' 

sent  ;  but  as  a  certain  proof  of  the  strong  and  sincere  love  I  : 
which  will  render  my  life  miseniblc  when  I  am  absent  (r 
cess  as  yourself,  who  returns  itwjth  equal  warmth,  I  wnuj- 
conducting,'  you  with  rac,  did  I  not  fear  that  such  a  proposul  ...>t,..;  ..,i,.,m  j, 
meet  with  a  refusal." 

Prince  Kiroui  Schah  perceived  that  the  princess  btushci    '  •'>"  '-"t  "■n 
uttered,  and  th.it,  without  discovering  any  iymplyms  of  an,  i 

answer  i»  make  ;  he  therefore  continued  addressin^K;  herr  ■  ;  - 1 
you  have  any  doubts  of  my  father's  consent  to  our  union,  and 
wiih  which  he  will  receive  your  alliance,  allow  me  t"  dispeJ  iIj' 
King  of  Ucngal.  after  all  the  proofs  of  affection,  tenderness,  and  csic 
alwa>-s  sbou-n  and  still  continues  to  shon-  lou-ards  you,  he  would  he  f.tr 
from  what  you  have  described  him  to  me,  or  rather  he  v 

your  happiness  and  peace,  if  he  did  not  receive  with  kin(Ji>  

embassy  my  father  would  send  him,  toohiaiti  his  approbaiiun  Aiui  cuiucat  091 
marriage." 

The  Princess  of  Hen}^  made  no  reply  to  the  F'rince  of  Persia  ;  hm  her  «1 
and  doM-ncast  eyes  convinced  him  mare  than  the  most  formal  derlaratiaa 
she  felt  m>  rcpu>;nan<.c  to  his  proposal,  and  consented  to  acc<  : 
Persia.     The  only  <liflicuUy  which  presented  itself  to  her  imnj 
the  prince  was  not  sutliciently  experienced  in  the  m  '     i  tns  n-. 

she  was  apprehensive  of  meeting  with  the  same  emt>  •■  wbkh  kail  hl^ 

pcned  to  him  when  he  made  his  tirst  trial.  Hut  Priii.  -z  .  n^.  ■■  -'■  -?-HwI  all 
her  Icars  by  assurinj;  her  tiut  she  might  safely  iru^t  to  him.  .ir   '  -r  what 

liad  happened,  he  delied  even  the  Indian  himself  to  manage  i:  v. ^e  tbU 

and  address.  She  now.  therefore,  thought  only  of  taking  propter  measures  for  bet 
departure,  which  she  ejected  with  so  much  secrcsy  ttuic  not  one  to  the  palace 
bad  the  slightest  suspicion  of  their  design. 

The  ncKi  morning,  a  little  before  break  of  day,  while  alt  the  inhiWUntij 
palace  were  enjoying  the  most  profound  rcjwsc',  she  repairvd  t 
the  prince;  he  directly  turned  the  horse  towards  Persia,  and  , 
the  princess  could  easily  mount  behind.     }le  mourned  lirsi,  and  Mheii  sltrl 
seated  herself  conveniently,  and  taken  his  hand  far  greater  safely,  she  jpw  I  __ 
signal  for  dctmrture  ;  he  insuntly  turned  the  same  peg  he  had  made  UMofwte* 
in  the  capital  of  Persia,  and  the  horse  rose  with  them  into  the  ajr. 

The  horse  went  with  his  usual  swiftness,  and  Pnnce  Kin.iui  Schoh  numased  f* 
with  so  much  skill  that  in  the  course  of  two  hours  and  A  half  he  djscovevd  t^ 
capital  of  Persia.     He  did  not  descend  in  the  great        ■  ■      ■"  ■  ■-,-  '--■ 

departed,  nor  even  in  the  palace  of  the  king,  but  ii 
a  little  distance  from  the  city.     He  led  the  princest>  •it.<.-  > 
mcni,  and  told  her  that  in  order  to  secure  to  her  tlutse  h. 
which  were  due  to  her  rank,  he  should  immediately  go  lo  u.-  -...^  .;..  ;.....^.  -- 
acquaint  him  of  her  arrival,  and  that  she  would  sec  him  again  ptcscfltiy ;  a  1» 


meantime  he  gave  orders  to  the  steward  of  the  palace,  who  was  present,  to  pro- 
vide e%'er\'ihing  that  the  princess  could  possibly  require. 

Having  left  her  in  thi^  aporimcnt.  Prince  Firuui  Sch.ih  desired  the  steward  to 
get  a  horse  wddled  for  him  ,  having  mounted  it,  and  sent  the  steward  to  attend 
on  the  princess,  with  .in  express  order  to  prepare  a  hreakfast  comp<»ed  of  the 
rreatcst  deUcactes  he  could  procure,  he  set  off.  As  he  passed  along  the  road  and 
the  street  which  led  lo  the  palace,  he  was  received  by  the  people  uith  every 
demonstration  of  joy,  for  they  had  despaired  of  e\-er  seeing;  him  again,  and  had 
mourned  his  loss.  The  king  his  fathcrwasgivinganaudicnce,  and  was  surrounded 
b>'  his  council,  all  the  members  of  which,  as  well  as  the  king  himself,  were  in 
mourning  dresses,  which  they  had  worn  from  the  time  of  the  prince's  disappear- 
ance, when  he  presented  himself  before  ihcni.  His  father  rccei\xd  him  with  the 
most  tender  embraces,  shedding  tears  of  joy  and  surprise  ;  he  immediately  in» 
quired,  with  visible  anxiety,  what  was  become  of  the  Indian's  horse. 

This  question  affordcKl  the  prince  an  opportunity  of  relating  to  the  king  all  the 
dangers  and  penis  he  had  encountered  after  the  horse  rose  nith  him  in  the  air. 


7i6 


T^  Arabian  JVfgA/s. 


He  told  him  how  he  had  escaped  by  alighting  on  the  paLire  of  !V.e  rhocc^«  oi 
Ben-;.!!,  and  the  friendly  recepiion  he  h.id  met  with  from  !  'lid  not  tun- 

ce.il  the  motives  whtch  h.id  induced  him  to  prolong  his  r*  .;i»  her  fu  t 

longer  period  than  \vn%  proper,  had  he  considered  his  diny  liutic,  and  ctUaxfed 
on  Ihc  desire  she  had  ^hown  in  every  in^Lance  to  oblij^c  him,  to  far  as  eves  lo 
consent  to  accompany  him  into  Persia,  .iftcr  he  had  given  her  his  sotctna  ymaktt 
10  marry  her.  "  And,  sire,"  continued  the  prince,  as  he  limsbcd  this  aocount, "  1 
at  the  same  time  assured  her  of  your  consent  to  our  union .  '  '  '..  ave  faniugfal 
her  with  mc  un  the  Indiun'^  hurse.     I  left  tier  in  one  of  ti.i:  '  i:kingiit|f « 

your  inaJL'St;,  where  iheis  anxiuu&ly  aw.iiting  my  ieutTn,lu  dinwunvc  to  ber  that 
1  have  not  made  a  promise  unworthy  of  myself  or  ynu." 

At  these  words  the  prince  was  about  lo  prostrate  himself  at  the  ''-'-•  '■•'  'V^ekai 
his  father, to pre^'ail  on  him  to  gram  his  request;  but  the  king  pi>  intWa 

embracing  him  a  second  time,  "  My  son,"  said  he,  "  I  not  onli  . ,!!»*« 

to  your  manning  the  Princess  of  Bengal,  but  1  will  go  to  her  n 
her  in  person  for  the  obligations  I  am  under  w  her.  and  conduct  i  ■ 
where  your  nuptials  shall  be  celebrated  ibis  very  day."  The  king  baTtm  tha 
given  orders  to  prepare  for  the  arrival  of  the  Princess  of  Bengal.  commuKKd  iba 
mourning  to  be  discontinued^  and  that  pubUc  rejoictnj^s  should  tinCDCd.airlr 
commence,  by  the  sound  of  dnims.  trumpets,  and  other  warlike  instruments ;  s&er 
which  he  desired  the  Indian  to  be  released  from  prison  and  conducted  bc^ue 
him. 

His  orders  were  instantly  obeyed;  and  when  the  Indian  wa?>  presented  to  htta, 
he  said  tu  him,  "  I  had  secured  your  person,  that  your  life,  which  would  tcatctlj 
have  been  adequate  cither  to  my  grief  or  my  mgc,  might  have  atoned  for  thai  of 
the  prince  my  son.  Return  thanks  to  Heaven  for  havm^  restored  hun  lorae.  Cm, 
lake  your  horse,  and  never  appe^ir  again  before  my  sigTiL" 

When  the  Indt.in  had  left  the  presence  i^  the  Kmg  of  Persia,  he  learaolaf 
those  who  had  released  him  from  prison,  that  Prince  Kirout  Schah  wasRSlttMd 
with  a  princess,  whom  he  brought  with  him  on  the  enchanted  horse ;  be  was  aiv 
told  where  he  had  aliglitcd  and  left  the  princess,  and  that  the  sulun  was  (vcf*^ 
ing  to  go  to  her,  and  conduct  her  to  his  palace.  The  Indian  did  noC  iH^ffr  u 
take  advantage  of  this  intelligence,  and  without  losing  a  momi-pt's  timcL  hew 

E aired  to  the  country  palace  with  so  much  diligence,  that  Jv  i!  besofCllB 

ing  and  the  Prince' of  Persia.    Addressing  himself  lo  lite  >  the  pa]ti% 

he  told  him  that  he  was  come,  by  order  of  the  king  and  the  Pnnce  ul  PctRA,  lo  COft- 
duct  the  Princess  of  Bengal  on  the  enchanted  horse  through  the  air  to  ibr  \aat, 
who,  he  said,  was  waiting  to  receive  her  in  the  great  stjuare  before  his  palace 
that  his  whole  court  and  the  people  of  Schiraz  might  witness  the  spcciacJc 

The  steward  knew  the  Indi.in,  and  w.is  also  acquainted  with  hi&  arrest  and 
imprisonment;  seeing  him, therefore, at  Ubcrty,  hebclic%cd  him  without  mnyidlh 
cully.    He  presented  him  to  the  princess,  who  was  no  60<>:  '    'lai  bedor 

by  order  of  the  Pnnce  of  Persia  than  &he  corisented  to  do  w  I  ^  penosded 

was  his  wish.    TTic  Indian,  delighted  with  the  success  oi  m  '    'cfaoHV 

notinied  the  horse,  and  took  the  princess  behind  bim  by  the  .  of  te 

steward  :  he  turned  the  peg,  and  instantly  ihc  horse  rose  wiili  hini  ....v.  i.^v  jxtncett 
to  an  immense  height  in  the  air. 

At  this  instant  the  King  of  Persia,  accompanied  by  his  whole  rourt,  w^  tP^ 
out  of  fats  paLice,  to  repair  tn  that  in  which  the  princess  had  been  left,  fnttoi 
Firouz  preceding  him,  tnat  he  might  arrive  fin^t,  and  |.ri  Ttifr  -.hr-  i-^jintrK^  lor  hii 
reception.    The  Indian,  in  order  to  brave  the  anger  of  ;  i  -x^aBd 

revenge  hitnself  for  what  he  conceived  the  iinjusi  ire-Tn  ^'dwed, 

passed  o\'er  ttie  city  with  his  victim,  in  full  view  of  those  who  were  assembled  m 
the  occasion. 
When  the  king  perccvvcii  Xht  iivUhcr^  whom  ho  could  not  oustake,  be  inH» 


7S^  Sioty  of  the  Enchanted  Horse 


1^1 


dUtely  stopped  at  a  sight  which  created  in  bis  breast  the  most  poignant  and  afflict* 
ing  seosauons,  and  which  were  still  heij;htenefl  by  the  retiecuon  [hat  It  urould  not 
be  possible  to  make  him  repent  of  the  nagrani  atfront  he  llius  publicly  offered  tq 
bit  dignit)'.  He  uttered  a  thousand  imprecations  on  him  to  his  courtiers  and  all 
who  «rere  spectators  \>i  this  signal  msult  and  unpamllclcd  wickedness.  The  Indian 
was  not  much  ati'cclcd  by  all  thcM:  maledictions,  which  he  distinctly  beard  as  hs 
pitnnied  his  couric  iJitouyh  the  air;  and  the  king  wai  at  lenglli  obliged  lo  rrtum 
to  his  palace,  bitterly  inurtiricd  at  the  injury  be  had  sustained,  ana  at  the  Utter 
impossibility-  he  felt  of  punishing  the  author  of  iL 

Hut  ilie  grief  of  Prince  Firoui  Schah  cannot  be  described,  when  he  beheld  the 
Indian  ravishing  from  him  his  adored  princess,  who  was  the  only  hope  of  his  bfc, 
witbout  being  able  to  rescue  her  from  his  power.   At  this  unexpcctcii  iighi  lie  re- 
mained motionless ;  and  whilst  he  was  dcliberatiny  whether  tie  should  vent  his 
despair  in  rcpmaches  on  the  pertidy  of  the  Indian,  or  pity  the  deplorable  fate  of 
the  princess,  and  a«k  her  forgiveness  for  the  little  precaution  he  had  used  towards 
her,  irtio  had  so  fully  proved  the  sincerity  of  her  love  by  rcsiRnin;;  herself  entirely 
to  his  care,  the  horac  continued  his  profn^s  with  inconcei\-ablc  r-ipidity,  and  soon 
liorc  them  both  far  out  of  his  x-icw.    He  knew  not  what  course  to  adopt.   Should 
he  return  to  the  palace  of  his  father,  shut  himself  up  m  his  apartment  to  give  looM 
lo  his  atiliction,  and  resij^n  all  intention  of  pursuing  the  ravishcr,  to  deliver  the 
prince&s  from  his  hands,  and  punisli  him  as  he  deserved?    His  generosinr,  his 
courage,  his  love  fi3rbj<Je  it.     Immersed  in  thought,  he  bent  his  way  towaitu  the 
coontrj-  palace  where  the  princess  had  been  left. 

On  the  appearance  of  the  prince,  the  steward,  who  was  by  this  time  aware  of 
liis  unseasonable  credulity,  and  that  he  had  been  deceived  by  the  Indian,  pre- 
sented himself  before  him  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  throwing  himself  at  his  Icei, 
began  bis  own  accusation  of  the  crime  he  confessed  he  had  commilted,  and  con- 
«lcnined  himself  to  death,  which  he  awaited  from  the  prince's  hand. 

"  Rise,"  said  the  prince  to  him.  "  I  do  not  impute  the  loss  of  my  princess  GO 
you ;  I  impute  it  alone  to  my  own  thoughtless  imprudence.  Lose  no  tunc,  but  ^ 
aostantly  to  procure  me  the  dress  of  a  denise,  and  be  careful  not  lo  let  it  be  itu* 
pected  that  it  is  for  me." 

At  a  httle  distance  from  the  countr>'  palace,  there  was  a  convent  bcloofflnE  to 
30cne  deni'isc»,thc  schcikh  or  superior  of  which  was  a  friend  of  the  steward.  He 
therrforc  went  to  him,  and  pretending  to  entrust  him  with  a  profound  secret,  Jic- 
vquointcd  bim  that  an  officer  of  considcmblc  distinction  at  court,  to  whom  he  wai 
under  great  obligations,  bad  incurred  the  displcisurc  of  the  king,  and  that  he 
iwtshed  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  escaping  his  sovereign's  revenge.  The 
steward  easily  obtained  what  he  required,  and  returned  lo  the  prince  with  the 
complete  dress  ofa  dcrvise.  Firoiu  having  taken  off  ht$  own.  put  it  on,  and  bcintf 
thus  disguised,  he  took  with  him  a  box  of  pe-arls  and  diamonds,  which  he  had 
previously  provided  as  a  present  for  the  Princess  of  Ilengal,  to  defray  the  expenses 
'  the  journey  he  was  going  to  undertake,  .md  left  the  country  palace  at  tno  ap- 
:h  of  night,  uncertain  what  road  to  travel,  yet  fully  resolved  not  to  return 
he  had  found  and  again  obtained  possession  of  his  princess. 
Wo  will  now  return  to  the  Indian,  who  directed  the  course  of  the  enchanted 
borse  so  successfully  that  he  arrived  on  the  same  day  at  an  early  hour  m  a  wood 
adjoining  the  capit^  of  the  kingdom  of  Casbmtre.  As  he  began  to  I'eel  the  im- 
pulse of^hungcr,  and  supposctl  that  the  princess  might  alto  be  in  the  unw 
sitnation,  he  dismounted  m  this  wood  on  an  open  lawn,  where  he  l^t  the  princcM 
Dear  a  Tittle  stream  of  cool  transparent  water. 

During  the  absence  of  the  Indian,  tlie  Princess  of  Bengal,  who  now  found  her- 
self in  tjbe  possession  of  a  worthless  nvisbcr,  whose  brutal  violence  slic  justly 
dreaded,  conceived  the  project  of  making  her  escape  and  seeking  some  asylum 
ftotn  hb  power ;  but  as  she  had  eaten  a  x-ery  slight  meal  that  morning  OA  iMt 


arrival  at  Ihe  country  palace  of  the  King  of  Persia,  she  found  berstlfso  weak  th* 
she  was  obliged  lo  relinquish  her  design  of  concealing  herself,  and  '■    ' 
fore,  no  other  resource  ihan  courage  and  fortitude,  molnng  lo 
rather  than  be  faithless  lo  Prince  Firuuz  Scbah.    She  did  not,  theref  ..v .  > 
the  Indian  to  give  her  a  second  inniation  to  partalce  of  what  he  phccd 
her;  she  ate,  and  soon  recovered  her  strength  sufticicntlv  to  be  able  to 
with  courage  and  firmness  tlic  insolent  $|iccches  which  he  addressed 
ictwanls  the  end  of  the  repast    After  uttering  sc%cral  menaces,  as  she 
ibe  Indian  was  preparing  to  offer  violence  to  her  person,  sht  rose  to 
uttering  at  the  same  time  loud  and  repeated  cries.     Her  shrieks  im. 
drew  to  the  spot  a  body  of  horsemen,  who  surrounded  both  her  and  ihe 

lliese  were  the  Sultan  of  Cashmire  and  his  attendants,  who  were 
ftom  hunting,  and,  fortunately  for  the  I'rincess  of  iiengal,  passed  thai 
Were  attracted  by  the  sounds  they  had  heard.    The  sultan  addressed  hi 
the  Indian,  demanded  his  name,  and  what  he  was  doing  to  the  lady 
with  him.    The  Indian  boldly  replied  that  she  was  his  Mife,and  no-one  hid 
right  to  interfere  in  the  diflferencc  that  existed  between  ihcm. 

The  princess,  who  was  ignorant  of  the  rank  and  quality  of  Ihe  person  who  99 
opportunely  presented  himself  for  her  deliverance)  coniradiried  the  Indian' 
scrtion.     "Sir,"'  said  she,  "whoever  you  may  be,  whom  Mcaven  seikts  to 
relief,  have  pity  on  a  princess,  and  do  not  give  credit  to  the  w-r-V  -  ■' 
postor.    God  preserve  me  from  ever  being  the  wife  of  so  wot 
temptibte  a  wretch.     He  is  a  wicked  magician,  who  has  this  da>  i^-. —     ..t 
me  away  from  the  Prince  of  Persia,  to  whom  1  was  betrothed,  and  tus  bra^fte 
me  hither  on  this  enchanted  horse." 

The  Princess  of  Bengal  had  no  occasion  to  use  any  longer  arguments  to  cas- 
vincc  (he  Sutian  of  Cashmire  that  she  spoke  truth.  Her  beauty,  her  nu>atic 
demeanour,  and  her  tears  were  powerful  ac'i/ocates  in  her  favour,  ^bc  wsj  goaf 
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to  proceed,  but  instead  uf  listening  to  her,  the  sultan,  justly  irritated  by  ihc  inso- 
lence of  ilie  Indian,  ordered  his  attendants  to  surround  him,  and  to  cut  off  his 
head  without  delay.  Thi*  order  was  executed  with  less  difficulty  as  the  Indian 
had  carried  otT  the  princess  imnicdiatety  after  his  release  from  prison,  and  had* 
therefane,  no  arms  about  him  for  defence. 

The  princes?;,  beinjj  thus  delivered  from  the  pcrsecuiion  of  her  cruel  enemy, 
was  destined  to  under;;o  another  not  less  afHicting  to  her  fcctinj^s.  The  sultan, 
having  ordered  her  a  horse,  conducted  her  to  his  |>alacc,  where  he  allotted  for 
her  use  the  most  majrniliccnt  apartment  it  contamed,  excepting  that  which  he 
himself  Inhabited,  and  gave  her  a  number  of  female  slaves  to  attend  upon  and 
ser\'e  her,  and  sume  eunuchs  as  her  guard.  He  led  her  hinn^If  to  this  apnitmenl, 
and  iviihout  allowing  her  lime  to  thank  him  for  the  obligation  he  had  conferred 
on  her  in  the  terms  she  had  mcdiiated,  he  said  to  her,  "  I'nncess,  I  doubt  not 
ibat  you  mu^t  be  in  want  of  rest ;  I  therefore  leave  you  to  repose.  To-morrow 
TOO  -vaW  be  better  able  to  relate  to  me  the  circumstances  of  the  singtilar  adven* 
ture  that  has  befallen  you."    As  he  spoke  these  >i*ords  he  retired. 

The  I'rinccss  of  licngal  felt  inexpressible  satisfaction  at  tinding  henelf  de- 
livered from  the  hateful  persecutions  of  a  man  whom  she  could  not  i^ard  but 
with  horror  and  dt«<gust ;  and  blie  flattered  herself  that  the  Sultan  of  Cashraire 
would  complete  ilie  generous  action  he  had  begun  by  sending  her  hack  to  the 
Prince  of  Fersi.i,  after  she  had  informed  him  in  what  manner  she  was  atHanced 
KD  him,  and  had  requested  him  to  confer  this  favour  on  her.  But  she  vas  very 
far  from  experiencing  the  accomplishment  of  that  which  her  delusive  hopes  had 
hekl  m  view. 

Jn  fad,  the  Sultan  of  Cashmire  had  determined  to  many  her  on  the  following 
dAjr,  uid  he  had  ordered  the  u^ual  rejoicings  to  be  announced  at  the  break  of 
day  by  trumpets,  kettledrums,  and  other  instruments,  calculated  tu  inspire  mirth 
and  joy,  which  resounded  not  only  in  the  palace,  but  throughout  the  city.  The 
princess  was  awakened  by  these  tumultuous  sounds,  and  little  sufpeaed  the  true 
cau«e  of  the  noise  that  disturbed  her  rest.  But  when  the  sultan,  who  had  desired 
to  be  informed  when  she  would  be  ready  to  receive  his  visit,  had  paid  his  com- 
pliments and  inquired  after  her  health,  and  begun  to  acquaint  her  that  the 
immpels  were  fluurishing  in  honour  uf  the  nuptials  which  were  to  be  solemnized, 
And  to  which  he  hoped  she  would  not  object,  she  was  in  such  embarrassment 
and  con  Hern  ation  that  she  f.iinted  away. 

The  princess's  women  who  were  present  ran  to  her  assistance,  and  the  suUan 
also  exerted  himself  to  restore  her  to  life,  but  she  remained  a  considerable  time 
m  this  suie.  At  length  she  began  to  recover,  but  being  determmed  to  perish 
rather  than  be  faithless  to  I'rince  Firouz  Schah  by  consenung  to  the  marriage 
which  the  sultan  had  intended  without  even  consulting  her,  ^he  pretended  tlut 
hex  senses  were  fled  with  the  fainling-fiL  She  immediately  began  to  say  the 
most  extravagant  things  to  the  sultan,  and  even  got  up  tu  attack  his  person. 
TTiii  sudden  change  surprised  and  afBictcd  him  bevond  expression.  As  he  found 
she  continued  in  the  same  state  of  insanity,  he  left  her  with  her  attendants, 
wham  he  desired  to  pay  her  every  attention,  and  take  the  greatest  rare  of  her. 
During  tlie  course  of  the  day  he  sent  frequently  to  inquire  after  her  health,  and 
every  time  was  told  cither  that  she  continued  in  the  same  way,  or  that  the  disease 
incraascd  rather  than  dunintshed.  Towards  evening  she  grew  much  worse,  so 
that  the  Sultan  of  Cashmire  did  not  pass  that  night  vn  happily  as  he  had  expected. 
No<  only  on  the  following  day,  but  every  succeeding  one.  the  Princess  of 
Bengal  continued  to  show  strong  s\'mptoins.  both  by  her  conversation  and 
JCtior^S  of  ■■>  disordered  mind ;  the  sultan,  tlierefore,  was  at  last  reduced  to  the 
necessity  of  assembling  the  physicians  belonging  lo  the  court,  to  inform  them  c^ 
t&ts  unfortunate  malady,  ana  ask  them  if  they  knew  cf  any  remedies  tliat  would 
(Akt  a  cure. 
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The  physicians,  after  having  had  a  consulution  among  ihemseircs,  afrcaJ  ia 
one  common  reply,  that  there  *verc  sc%"eral  Itinds  and  dcjjrccs  (rf  thb  nuLMh-, 
some  of  which,  according  to  tticir  nature,  mi};ht  be  overcome,  and  ihat  olhen 
were  incurable,  aiid  that  they  could  not  judge  of  what  ria&s  ihe  disocderof  ifec 
Princess  of  bengal  might  be  if  they  did  not  see  her.  The  sultan  then  ordtnd 
the  eunuchs  to  conduct  the  physicians  into  the  chamber  of  the  princess,  one  St « 
time,  according  to  their  rank. 

The  princess— who  had  foreseen  this  consequence,  and  was  apprefaenaitc  tku 
if  she  su^crcd  the  physicians  to  approach  her  and  feel  her  pul^e,  ihc  moM  ]■■>• 
pcricnccd  of  them  would  soon  discover  that  she  uras  in  perfect  hcaJth,  and  iktf 
tier  insanity  was  only  feigned—as  soon  as  they  made  their  appearance,  bqjn  la 
show  such  violent  marks  of  aversion,  endeavouring  to  tear  their  faces  if  xheyaat 
near,  that  not  one  had  the  cour.ige  to  expose  himself  to  her  fury. 

Some, who  pretended  more  profound  skill  inlheir  [jrofession  thnn  IhcreiLild 
boasted  of  bcmg  able  to  judge  of  di^ase^  by  only  seeing  the  patient,  ordered  Imt 
certain  potions,  which  she  had  the  less  difhcuhy  in  sn'allowing  as  sb«  wcB  kaer 
that  it  was  in  her  own  power  to  continue  her  dissembled  madness  as  lon^Wihe 
pleased  and  should  6nd  it  answer  her  purpose,  and  that  these  remedies  coold  nl 
do  her  any  material  injury. 

When  the  Sultan  of  Cashmire  found  that  the  physicians  belonging  to  the  pdaoc 
did  not  effect  a  cure,  he  employed  those  who  practised  in  the  ciiy.suMi  wcrtBMK 
celebrated  for  their  skill  and  experience ;  but  they  were  not  more  succcsifiii,  B» 
then  sent  for  such  as  were  renowned  lor  a  perfect  knowledge  d  their  pfnfcMte 
in  the  ditTerenl  cities  and  towns  in  his  kingdom  :  but  the  princess  dla  not  (nc 
them  a  better  rereption  than  she  had  done  to  the  Erst  who  presented  itiriwwlini, 
and  all  their  pre-^criptions  failed  of  their  effect.  At  length  the  sukxn  dUBMcM 
messengers  to  all  the  neighbouring  courts  and  states,  with  formal  iiiiiltnlii 
to  be  distributed  to  the  most  famous  physicians  in  each,  and  a  promise  of  pa;i*( 
the  expenses  of  tlie  journey  to  such  as  would  repair  to  t>ie  capital  of  CajunniR, 
and  of  a  princely  recompense  to  him  who  should  complete  the  cnxa  of  t^ 
princess. 

Several  physicians  undertook  the  journey,  but  not  one  could  boASt  of  baag 
more  successful  than  those  who  had  first  applied,  and  of  efTci-'img  the  reoowy 
of  the  princess — an  e\-ent  which  did  not  depend  either  on  them  or  their  skiU,  btt 
which  was  entirely  in  the  power  of  the  princess  herself. 

During  this  intcn-al.  Prince  KirouzSchah,  disguised  undcrihchabitof  adente, 
had  traversed  several  provinces,  and  visited  the  pnncipal  cities  in  each  proviHK, 
in  search  of  his  beloved  princess.  The  bodily  fatigue  he  endured  was  still  io- 
creased  by  the  afRictiun  of  his  mind,  as  he  was  uncertain  whether  he  might  act 
be  travelling  in  a  course  dirccdy  opposed  to  that  which  be  ought  to  have  tain* 
to  obtain  the  infomi-ition  he  sought. 

Attending  earnestly  to  the  passing  news  of  the  d-iy  in  each  place  he  \istteii,fae 
at  len^^h  arrived  at  a  large  dly  in  the  Indies,  where  the  general  ci>nvcrsatm 
seemed  to  turn  on  a  I'rinccssof  Bengal,  who  had  lost  her  senses  on  the  very  da» 
which  the  Sultan  of  Cashmire  had  appointed  for  the  celebration  of  hlv  nuptub 
with  her.  The  name  of  the  Princess  of  Uengal  attracted  his  tu.ti,-.-  Mni  coB- 
cluding  she  must  be  tlic  person  he  vras  m  search  of— which  w.>-  >lc)t  the 

more  probable,  from  his  not  having  heard  of  there  licing  any  •  ices*  « 

the  court  of  Dengal,  except  the  one  who  was  betrothed  lo  hiiii — he  ciietcnniMit 
on  the  slight  information  he  could  obtain  concerning  her, to  bend  his  way  im^ 
diaicly  to  the  capital  of  the  kingdom  of  Cashmire.  On  his  arrival  in  thi»  cityhf 
look  up  his  abode  in  a  khan,  where  he  Icaml  on  that  very  dny  thr  w  hnle  hatwy 
of  the  I'rinccss  of  Itengal.and  of  the  deservedly  tragical  end  <  •■  •  « 

who  had  brought  her  on  the  cnch.Tnted  horse.    The  Litter  <  > 

vinccd  bim  that  this  v-u  the  princess  he  so  anxiously  cndca\  ouicd  lo  ^aJ,  a^ 
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that  the  5um«  the  siiUan  o!£|H.-n(lpil  for  her  re<:ovcr\'  were  uuless,  as  he  did  not 
d'lubt  her  in:itlni-ss  t'l  1m:  tiM),'n(.'il. 

The  I'rincc  ^i  rer-.i.i  h;ivin;;  nbi.tintrU  all  the  nercssarj-  infurm.itum  on  these 
vanuus  ciriuiiiti.in<'<.-i.  ordt'n-d.i  ]iln'-ii-i.iii'»  drv^s  10  be  ni.idc  for  him  tin  the  next 
d.iy;  ;ind  thii-<  diM;;uiied,  with  tht-  Imi};  iKMrd  he  had  sulTercd  to  ;,'riiw  during  \\\-^ 
JAumcy,  he  w.ii  xupituscd  ti>  tie  nf  th.ki  professirm  .is  he  walked  .drin>;  the  streets. 
The  iiniKiticm'che  kit  to  <>ee  hi'i  piinceti  wmilij  not  allow  him  toilL-lLT  his  ;i]i]K:;ir- 
ancc  at  the  [hil.i'e  of  the  iiili.in.  wIutc  lie  askeil  to  si>eak  to  one  of  the  orficcrs. 
He  wa-i  ctindui'ifil  to  the  chief  of  ihc  iioher^,  and  addrcii^in;;  himself  to  him.  Xvc 
&:iid  that  It  ini^ht  |>o<>il>ly  lit.-  CDii-iderird  .is  ^.Tuat  temerity  m  Jiim  to  present  him- 
self as  a  phvMrian  who  ui-lied  to  attempt  the  cure  of  the  princess,  after  so  many 
had  tried  without  sin'ic.-..  Imt  that  he  rl.ittcred  himself,  hy  means  of  certain 
specific  remedies,  the  eftiiraiy  of  uliirh  he  h.id  e\|)cricnccd,M  crmiplete  what  had 
hitherto  Ix-en  attempted  in  vain.  The  chief  of  the  ushers  told  hiin  he  was  wel- 
come, and  that  the  auit.in  would  u-' rive  him  with  pleasure:  and  if  he  coiitd 
succeed  in  pro<  urin;;  him  ilic  sai:tfii  iton  of  scein;;  the  pnncc>s  in  {wrfcct  health. 
he  minht  rtly  on  reccuin;.'  a  rtroiii[K.-n-i:  ^uiialile  to  the  lil»crality  i*f  the  sultan 
his  lord  and  ■'Overi-i;^n.  "  Wail  fir  me  here,"  added  he  ;  "  I  will  be  with  yuu  in 
a  moment." 

Some  time  had  clap-rd  \ii:iiN.:i  .in>  |'h>si';i.in  presenting  himself:  and  the 
Sultan  of  Ca^huiire,  uidi  ]ii('\)i:r^«i!iii.'  ihimw,  found  him^lf  ileprtvedof  all  holies 
of  seeing;  the  pnn-  (■■«->  111  the  ^atm-  ^t.i;e  .i>  when  he  lirst  In-helii  her.and  i>f  pmv- 
1117  to  her  the  e\ci"»'«  of  hi-  lo\('  hy  (lie  ni'|)tiaN  he  was  ».o  (Jc-.irous  to  solemnise. 
When  the  titiiriT,  ihen-f-'te.  ar.:ii.:;n.  ed  Im  him  the  arriv.d  of  ano;her  physician, 
he  ordered  Inm  to  tic  iinniedj.iirly  •  undm  ii-d  before  him. 

Tlie  I'rinre  of  iVr-ia  »,ii  ]irf-ented  to  the  Sultan  of  CiOimirc  under  the  dis- 
guise and  ap[iearan<i' of  .1  phytK  tan  :  and  the  sultan,  without  wa<itinK  any  time 
in  stii>erriuou'>  c.iuv.-r-  i:i..n.  a.  .|LMinied  liini  with  the  di-ordvr  '-f  the  I'rintcss  of 
|{en>;al,  and  ih.ii  ■•hv  <  ".il,!  •■,.1;  endure  the  ■ii;;ht  of  a  pli\-:'  j an  without  a  return 
nf  such  violent  tit-  i>t  in>.ir.;ty  .1-  ocemud  to  au-^incnt  her  dio'-a^e.  He  then  ti»ok 
Ihe  prince  into  a  littti-  doM-t  ot-  bal<  '>ny  which  ItHiketl  into  her  apartment,  fmm 
whence  he  rn-ald  -ct-  thr-.n  :!i  thr  i.iTTue  withmit  liemj;  |xT.Ti\eil. 

When  I'rini'e  r':io;/  Ni  !ia!i  «  is  in  ihc  clo-e!,  lie  In-held  hii  lieloved  princess 
Mated  in  a  nr;;Ii;;t'iit  y  --^nh-.  .irnl  ':ii;;.n.;,  »  \\\\  ;car<v  in  her  r\«-^.,i  sun:;  in  which 
•be  deplored  her  i)t:h.i|>[i\  li"  T<'\y,  \\\v.<  \\  ]H-ih  ips  woiiM  ilrj.Ti\c  her  for  ever  nf 
the  object  she  00  i('r.il(;t]\  l.>\ti1.  W.v  iirimi-,  moved  with  •umpaot.ion  at  the 
unKippy  situation  111  \\\\\<  \\  \v  l--'in-l  !;;•  pr:ii(  es'.,  wanted  n<i  ••;hiT  proof  to  ron- 
vince  nim  thai  her  di'ran  •r-iiwu;  \^.i>  ..nK  fe;^;nelI,  and  tlia!  she  endured  this 
afflicting  restraint  >-iileU  on  hi.  .1.  <■.:;[<(  II)-  urni  (l<<un  tniiii  the  clotet.  and 
after  having'  i..ld  ihi-  -■.ilt-in  llie  in-uic  'f  ihf  prin-  i-ss'i  d:snri!rr,  ami  lli.it  it  was 
not  incur.ible.  Ii'*  aiMt  •!.  fh.it  1.1  |»ert'''!'u  ,1  t  im-  1:  wi.uM  \wl  ni--^-»arv  for  him  to 
converse  with  her  a!  'm'..ii;d  usth  ■;•  .\'..\  m  ;'ne-s  ;  .md  th.it,  -m  fir  trmii  !.hoMin); 
the  violent  v\  iiiji|.nii>.  -tie  had    Ii:!!ii-i;m  ;4i\(n  of  her  in-i"i'y  wli'-n  anv  nifdnal 

Ecrson  appro-n  Ii'-'l  liei.  !:•■  !ia;:<  re.:  hiiii-ilt  ;lia;  she  Woulil  ic  Li\e  and  listen  to 
lin  with  r.ilninr-.^. 
"I'he  sultan  '<\<\\  :ed  !l;<-  d  ■  ■■  i-1  ;h'  p-rn''  -I'l  ■  Iiai!i'n*r  !■•  'f  cpfnt-ii.  and  I'riii'e 

Kiroii/  Sch.i'i  i-ntercil  11.     \ "H't  ti  ni  tin-  pr;n-  e-«  ;«■:'  v  vrd  li  m,  ill  in.  laV-ii^ 

him  for  .1  plr\-i.  lan  lr.<!:i  th--  d;r-.  h--  \\<-i'-.  -he  rn-r  tr-nn  ln-r  -eat  :n  a  r.r^'f 
usin;;  lln-  v.\  -t  ihrr.iter;  ri_'  .:r.\  .)K;a<  !  i"..;iia,:«>  lli-  ii.d  r  ■!  prrM-nt  l..::i 
from  app'.i  ■  !'.:;v  I'-'t  ;  aivi  h  t:i  ■:  li-  \\.\-  .'\\  !!  rd  it  it  t  ■;-.;;, -li  j..  'i«-  If  \'.'\,  i^ 
he  Hi^hc!     ■  ■.  ,'    I;i-  ■:!•■  f  d   "     ■■     l   r  i  ■  ■  -  i-         •n-,  he  -  i;d  I'*  In  r,  it;    \  !■■.»  '.■••■■* 

of  vmii.-  ,!■■  :  .1  "  -'H  ■  ;[  .:    ,  r.  •     r.  ■    '■     I        1    •■  ■:  ..-i   ci mliMf,  "  I'ti'  <  r»-.  I 

amnot.ipi'\-     m-i  .   :e  ■.  ■    <       .•    !;.:.  <■■!   I'ei -.  a.  tt!i"  I- 1  iiir.e  t-t  u--;' Tt.- 

yuu  to  litx-r: 

At  the  sound  ol  hi-  '•<■.-  f-.ar.d  ti.e  teavares  in  the  up{«r  pirt  uf  his  f.ice,  whii.h, 


1« 


T^i  Arabian  Nij^hti. 


\  * 


•  • 


6KUfta  TH>  raiacLU. 


notwithslanding  the  long  l>c.\rd  the  prince  had  suffered  to  grow,  she  recolkcted 
at  ihcsame  instant,  the  I'rinccssof  Bengal  bc>;antogTaw  calm,  and  immediaidr 
her  countenance  was  brightened  by  the  joy  which  what  one  mo»t  desires  yei  IcuC 
expects  must  cre-ilc  when  it  suddenly  presents  itself.  The  azrtcable  saipmr 
she  experienced  for  some  lime  deprived  her  of  utterance,  .ina  allowrd  Ftnxa 
&chah  an  opportunity  of  rcUting  to  her  the  despair  in  which  he  was  pluf^cd  u 
the  moment  nc  saw  the  Indian  ravishing  her  from  him,  even  before  his  ey« ,  <rf 
the  resolution  he  had  immediately  formnl  to  abandon  every  other  care,  to  (ranikr 
in  search  of  her  tu  cvxry  quarter  of  the  ^'lobe.and  not  locease  from  hts  UKniihM 
until  he  had  found  and  wrested  her  from  the  power  of  so  pcrAdiousa  wrctcii  ;  hm 
then  ttild  her  by  what  a  fortunate  accident  he  had  at  length,  after  a  |M'ifal  »aA 
futigtiin^  journey,  obtained  the  satis&clion  of  linding  her  in  the  palace  of  lb* 
Sultan  of  Cashmirc.  Wltcn  he  had  concluded  his  nanation.  in  as  concn*  * 
manner  as  he  could  express  himself,  be  beggcfl  the  princess  to  acquaint  him  at 
M-ltat  had  passed  from  the  time  of  her  ravishment  to  the  penod  when  b»  ma%. 
enjoying  the  happiness  of  speaking  to  hcr,saying  that  ii  was  necessary  lie  tbctidd 
be  fully  informed  of  the  whole,  that  he  might  take  proper  measures  foe  leleauaf 
her  from  the  tyrannous  power  of  the  sultan. 

The  Princess  of  Bengal  did  not  use  many  words  in  her  ucaant  of  benctf  l» 
the  Prince  uf  Persia,  since  she  had  only  to  rcbtc  in  what  manner  ihc  kid 
been  delivered  from  the  violence  of  the  Indian  by  the  Sulttin  <>f  C.ishmire,  as  he 
was  rehiming  from  the  chase;  but  that  she  had  been  cniei!.  "i  tbcfbUo*- 

ing  day  by  the  unexpected  declaration  he  made  her  nf  li  >nlrntiiHi  w 

marry  heron  that  vcr\' day,  without  having  prc^'iously  shown  iic'  mtdwi 

coula  incline  her  hcan  towards  him; — a  conduct  so  violent  ar.'  .l,lhtt 

it  instantly  caused  her  to  faint  away,  on  her  reco%*cry  from  wnirn,  sac  saw  n0 
mode  to  ailcipt,  excepting  that  which  she  hud  hitherto  pursued,  as  the  tnott  Bbitt 
10  preserve  her  affections  unmolested  for  a  prince  to  whom  she  had  ptednd  her 
hcan  and  her  faith ;  and  that  bad  Uiis  scheme  iailed,  she  had  roMvcd  lodii» 


rather  thJin  resign  herself  to  the  sultan,  whom  she  neither  did  nor  ever  could 

love. 

Te  princess  had  nothing  more  to  add,  and  Firouz  Schah  inquired  if  she  knew 
u'hat  became  of  ihc  enclmnted  horse  after  the  death  of  the  Indian,  "lam  igno- 
rant," replied  she,  "  of  M'hai  orders  ihe  sultan  may  have  givtn  concerning  it.  but 
after  the  wonders  I  related  of  it,  it  is  not  probable  that  he  nciflected  to  appro- 
priate it  lo  himself." 

As  Prince  Firouz  Schah  did  not  dmihi  that  the  Sultan  of  Cashmirc  had  care- 
fully preserved  the  horse,  he  communicated  to  the  princess  his  desi>;n  of  using  it 
to  convey  her  back  aRsin  lo  I'crsia;  and  then  consulting  her  on  ihe  measures 
proper  to  be  pursued  tor  the  execution  of  their  design,  that  nothm;^  mij^hi  impede 
Its  siucccss,  they  agreed  tliat  on  ilic  following  day  the  princess  should  dress  her- 
self in  more  elegant  attire  than  !)hc  wa^  then  in.  to  receive  the  sultan  ivith  greater 
marks  of  distinction,  when  Firouz  Scliah  should  conduct  him  to  her  aparttnentf 
nevcrtheleu  still  pre5er\ing  her  usual  silence  before  him. 

Trie  sultan  expressed  great  pleasure  when  (he  Prince  of  Persia  related  to  him 
how  far  his  first  visit  to  the  princess  had  oper-nied  to»vards  her  recover)';  and 
when,  on  the  succeeding  day,  the  princess  received  him  in  a  manner  which  con- 
vinced him  that  ihc  cure  was  rapidly  advancing,  he  considered  him  as  the  first 
physician  in  the  univerfi.  Seeing  her  in  this  state,  he  told  her  how  delighted  he 
was  at  observing  such  indications  of  returning  health ;  and.  after  having  exhorted 
her  to  attend  iiiipltcttly  lo  the  directions  of  su  able  a  physician,  that  what  he  had 
SCI  well  begun  might  terminate  successfully,  he  retired,  without  waiting  for  any 
answer  from  her. 

As  the  Prince  of  Persia  had  accompanied  the  sultan  to  the  princess's  ananmeni, 
he  left  it  also  when  he  did;  and  as  lie  went  along  with  him,  he  asked  him  if  he 
might,  without  being  dcticicnt  in  the  respect  due  to  him.  inc}uire  by  what  adven- 
ture a  princess  of  Beng;il  hnpiicned  lo  be  in  the  kingdom  of  Cashmire.  so  far 
distant  from  her  own  dominions,  without  any  of  her  Umily  or  .tticndants.  He 
asked  this  question  as  if  he  had  been  toully  ignorant  of  the  whole,  that  he  mi^hl 
lead  the  convrn^iion  to  the  subject  of  the  cnctuinted  horse,  and  learn  from  the 
sultan's  lips  what  was  become  of  it 

The  sultan,  who  could  not  penetrate  into  the  motive  that  induced  the  pre- 
tended physician  to  make  this  inquir)-,  did  not  make  any  mystery  of  the  affair; 
iic  repeated  to  him  nearly  the  same  thin^  with  which  the  Princess  uf  bengal  bad 
prrvidusly  made  him  acquainted,  adding  that  he  had  ordered  the  enchanted 
tiorse  to  be  conveyed  into  his  treasury,  although  he  was  ignorant  of  the  secret 
'hy  which  it  could  be  used. 

"Sire."  replied  the  pretended  physician,  "the  information  which  your  majesty 
has  nuw  impancd  to  me  will  furnish  me  with  a  method  of  completing  the  re- 
cover>  of  the  princess.  As  she  ^va3  brought  here  on  this  horse,  which  you  say 
n  enchanted,  she  has  contracted  something  of  that  enchantment,  which  can  only 
be  dissipated  by  certain  perfumes  that  I  am  acquainted  with.  If  your  majesiv 
chooses  to  enjoy,  and  present  to  your  court  and  the  inhitbiunts  of  vour  capital, 
one  of  the  most  surprising  spectacles  that  can  be  exhibited,  you  have  only  to 
order  the  horse  to  be  brought  into  the  middle  of  the  square  before  your  (uitace, 
and  depend  upon  me  for  the  rest :  I  promise  to  show  you  and  the  whole  assembly, 
in  -■»  few  moments,  the  Princess  of  bengal  in  as  perfect  health,  both  mcni.il  and 
corporeal,  as  she  ever  cnjovxd  in  her  life  ;  and  that  this  may  be  effected  with 
all  the  pomp  such  an  event  requires,  it  is  advisable  that  the  princess  should  be 
dressed  as  magniticcntly  as  possible,  and  decorate<I  with  alt  the  most  precious 
lewels  ytnir  majesty  is  possessed  of."  The  sultan  had  no  diHicuUy  in  Luiiicniing 
to  evcryUiing  the  pnncc  proposed,  and  would  have  agreeil  to  comply  even  with 
more  extravagant  demands  to  obtain  the  gratilicaUun  of  his  desire^  winch  he 
DOW  considered  as  so  near  coniplelion. 
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On  (he  following  day  tlie  enclianted  horse  wras  by  his  orders  Mken  out  of  -^ 
treasury,  and  at  .in  early  hour  placed  in  the  great  square  of  the  palace 
port  wax  soon  circulated  throughout  the  city  that  prcjurtciuns  were  mu'- 
something  cxtraordtnar>'  that  was  to  be  exhibited  there,  and  a  crowd  of  tpcLUi^m 
assembled  from  .ill  quaners.    The  guards  bclon^ng  to  the  sultan  were  nnyed 
roimd  the  square  to  prevent  any  disorder,  and  to  keep  an  open  space  near  the  bonib 

The  Sultan  of  Caahnurc  made  his  appearance,  and  when  he  had  taken  Hb 
place  on  a  building;  erected  fur  thai  purpose,  surrounded  by  tlie  priticipal  noUts 
and  ofiicers  of  hit  court,  the  Princess  of  Bengal,  accompanied  by  liie  wbole  tBU> 
of  females  whirh  the  sultan  had  assigned  her,  approached  the  enchn&ljed  hBTM^ 
and,  with  the  assisiartcc  of  her  attendants,  maunied  ii.  When  9^  wss  on  Mbc 
saddle,  her  feet  in  each  stirnip,  and  the  bridle  in  her  hand,  the  preccfldcd  fib}S»- 
cian  pLiced  round  the  horse  se\'eral  little  vessels  full  of  tire,  «hicn  he  lad  otdeivd 
to  be  brought,  and  going  to  each,  he  threw  in  .t  perfume  composed  of  a  vaftefy 
of  the  most  exquisite  odours.  After  tins,  assummg  a  tltou^ditful  air.  and  viih  hit 
eyes  Axed  on  the  ground  and  liis  hands  placed  on  his  breast,  he  went  thm  tSKi 
round  the  hor^e.  pretending  to  pronounce  certain  wofd5 ;  and,  iti  the  hntiat 
that  the  vessels  all  emitted  a  thick  smoke  of  a  delicious  fragrance,  aiui  tliat  tbc 
princess  was  so  enveloped  in  the  fumes  as  with  the  horse  to  be  scarcely  dfKxi» 
ible.  E-'irouz  Schah  availed  himself  of  that  opportunity,  and  lightly  boundii^M 
it  behind  the  princes'^,  he  bent  forward  to  turn  the  peg  which  wm  10  mfefce  ^ 
horse  depart :  and  while  ascending  with  the  princess  into  the  air,  he  pcwmaiod 
the  following  words  in  a  loud  voice,  and  so  distinctly  that  the  sultan  himelf  ~ 
than :  ''  Sultan  of  Cashmirc,  when  you  wish  to  espouse  prmcesscs  vrlw  t 


your  protection,  learn  tirat  to  obtain  their  consent," 

It  was  by  this  stratagem  that  the  f'rince  of  Persia  delivered  the  PriaceM  W 
Bcngiil  from  her  confinement,  and  conducted  her  on  ihc  same  day,  m  %  *«y 
short  space  of  time,  to  the  capital  of  Persia  :  but  instead  of  alighting  U  the 
country  palace,  as  he  had  previously  done,  he  went  into  the  middle  of  the  patacb 
opposite  to  the  king's  apartment,  where  he  dismounted.  The  Kiny  of  i'eniadid 
not  defer  the  solemnization  of  the  nuptials  longer  than  w.is  requisite  lo  mtkelki 
nccessar>'  preparations  for  the  ceremony  to  be  performed  with  the  utmOM  pM^ 
and  magnificence,  and  thus  proved  his  entire  concurrence  with  the  mnrrinf 

When  the  number  of  days  allotted  for  the  rejoicing  and  fr  in  ilir  1  wi  11  iiliimrf. 
the  king's  first  care  was  to  urder  and  dispatch  a  sumptuous  embassy  to  tbcKiag 
of  Bengal,  to  inform  him  of  what  had  taken  place,  and  to  request  his  appmbaoaa 
and  ratification  of  the  alliance  that  he  had  formed  with  hiin  by  these  nnpTiih 
whirh  the  Kin^  of  Bengal,  when  informed  of  alt  the  cucumsiaAces,  wai  pnad 
and  happy  to  ayrce  to. 

The  Sultana  Schehcraiad6,  having  thus  related  the  history  of  the  rnrtiinl 
horse,  went  on,  with  the  saltan's  consent,  n-itfa  the  stor>-  of  the  Prince  Ahmed  wi 
the  fairj'  Pah'Banou,  which  she  thus  began. 


THE  HISTORY  OF  PRINCE  AHMED  AND  THE  FAIRY 
PARI-BANOU. 

SL'LTAV,  who  wasone  of  your  majesty's  prcd.  ind»W 

reigi>ed  in  peace  on  the  throne  of  India  drr-r_-  ^r%,  bad 

the  satisfaction  of  seeing  in  his  old  a^,*?  th  -.cc*  ha 

sons,  the  worthy  imitator*  of  his  virtue*.,  ;■  •  ^  mee% 

were  die  ornaments  of  his  court.     *1  -  ■» 

called  Hpussain.  the  second  Ali,  tin.  w 
princeaa  Viu  uvecft  Nourounntbar. 


Tie  Sistffry  ^Frinet . 
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The  Princess  NourouBniharwas  the  daughter  of  a  pri  '      .■•■•-.-■■    !  n;^ 

brother  of  the  sultan,  and  un  whom  he  h.iil  settlctl  a  ■.  he 

died.hott-ever, afew  j-r.it^  aficr  his  inaniaye,  and  left  hti  .■_ i .  ..■  .<i^.  .  i.ir  :,i,i(,rfn, 
in  consideration  of  that  perfect  brorhcrly  arFcciion  w  hicli  wil>iisted  between  iKcin, 
and  the  sincere  attachment  ihcprmcc  had  olwayj.  ^hown  ii>hisj>crM>n,  tviukch^rji^ 
of  his  d-iii};;hier's  education,  and  ordered  her  to  be  btou^^ht  up  in  the  (taUco  with 
the  three  pnnccs.  To  the  possession  of  uncommon  bcjutv  and  every  personal 
grace  and  accomplishment,  this  princess  added  an  cxcelleni  understanding,  and 
her  unsulhcd  virtue  distinguished  her  among  all  the  pnncc»^->  of  her  time. 

The  sultan  her  uncle,  whose  desi};n  was  to  marrii'  her  when  !ihe  w:ls  of  a  proper 
ftgC  and  thus  to  fonn  an  alliance  with  some  neighbouring  pnncc.  was  seriously 
thinking  on  the  subject,  when  he  discovered  that  all  the  ihfce  princes  his  soiu 
\i"ere  desperately  in  love  with  her.  This  gave  hira  great  iinhapiiincss,  arising 
noi  so  much  because  their  attachment  would  prevent  the  alliance  he  had  in  con- 
Icmplaiion,  as  from  the  difficulty  he  foresaw  m  eifecung  an  agreement  liriwcea 
them,  so  that  the  two  younger  at  least  should  resign  ihcir  cLiims  to  the  eldesi. 
He  talked  tu  each  in  pnvatc  :  and  after  rcmonstnitmg  with  ihein  on  the  nnpo6ht> 
bllity  that  one  princess  should  be  married  to  ihcm  ail.  and  on  the  troubles  they 
would  occasion  b>-  per^istin^  in  their  passion,  he  used  every  argument  to  persuade 
them,  either  lo  submit  to  the  declaration  which  the  princess  herself  should  make 
to  favour  of  one  of  ihc  three,  or  to  relinquish  their  pretensions  and  look  out  for 
5ome  other  connection,  in  which  he  would  allow  them  a  free  chuicci  and  aj^ice 
among  themselves  to  consent  to  her  marriage  with  some  foreign  prince,  Bui  as 
in  each  of  ihcm  he  met  with  unconquerable  obstinacy,  he  assembled  them  all  three 
before  him,  and  thus  addressed  them  :  "  My  children,"  said  he,  "since,  for  the 
advantage  and  tranquillity  of  you  all,  I  have  not  succeeded  m  iK-rsuadrng  you  to 
thmk  no  more  of  marrying  ihc  princess  your  cousm.and  as  I  am  not  inclined  to 
use  my  authority  in  givmg  her  to  one  of  you  in  preference  to  the  other  two,  I  tliiitk 
I  have  found  out  a  way  to  satisfy  you,  and  to  )ireser>T  that  union  which  ought  to 
subsist  among  you,  if  \ou  will  attend  to  mc  and  do  what  1  shall  now  leconmienU. 
1  think  it,  then,  advisable  that  )'ou  should  separately  go  upon  your  travels  each 
into  a  difiTcTcnt  countr>-,  so  that  it  shall  be  impossible  for  you  to  meet  :  and  as  vou 
know  I  pay  great  allenlion  to  everything  that  is  either  curious,  raie,  or  singular, 
I  promise  the  princess  my  niece  to  him  who  shall  bring  ine  itkit  rarity  whtch  t% 
the  most  exiraordinar)'  and  of  the  most  singular  nature  ;  thu-^,  as  cttancc  wiU 
direct  yc>ur  judgment  m  the  choice  of  the  singularity  of  the  things  you  shall  have 
brought  by  the  comparison  you  will  make  among  them,  you  will  iiavc  no  dif&cuUy 
tn  doing  one  another  justice,  and  giving  the  preference  where  it  is  due.  To  defray 
the  expenses  of  travelling  and  for  the  purchase  of  the  ranly  you  arc  to  procure,  1 
will  give  each  of  you  a  sum  suitable  to  your  birth,  but  nut  enough  to  furnish  a 
great  cquijiagc  anil  a  numerous  retinue,  which,  by  distovcriin*  --"'i'  >  '"l.,  wuuld 
deprive  ym)  of  that  freedom  which  will  Iw  nccesj^ary  to  you  ■  i  ar;f  om* 

pushing  the  purpose  of  your  journey,  but  also  for  giving  di<i  <  :  ^  lo  what- 
ever is  wonhy  of  obser\'ation,  and,  in  short,  to  derive  the  greatest  ixHkible  ndvatv> 
tag*  from  your  travels." 

As  the  Three  princes  always  conformed  themselves  to  the  im  Imations  of  ihc 
nillan  their  father,  and  as  each  riaticred  himself  that  he  tihuuld  be  ihc  perton 
whom  fortune  would  most  favour,  in  giving  him  the  possession  of  Noiirounnihar, 
they  all  testified  their  readiness  to  ol>cy  him  without  dcLiy.  The  sulun  iirune- 
dutdy  desired  the  sum  he  had  promised  to  \k  pniti  them,  and  on  that  very  day 
orders  were  given  to  make  preiinraliuns  for  their  journey  ;  ihcv  even  took  leave 
of  the  sultan,  that  Iht-y  mi^lit  be  in  readiness  to  set  otTvciy  I      '      '■  nfn- 

ing.     They  went  out  at  the  Siirne  gate  of  the  nily,  will  mot.-  "-d, 

dressed  like  merchants,  cacti  withaconMcntinl  attendant  dM>:<ii  <[u  uhc  u  u^ve: 
uid  they  kept  together  nil  they  arrived  at  the  tint  inn.  where  ihc  road  wporaicu 
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into  three,  one  or  which  each  of  them  wai  to  (alee  bv  himsdr  At  tugfat,  wiote 
they  were  refreshing  themselves  with  the  supper  they  h.id  ordered,  thev  aqineA 
that  they  would  be  absent  a  year,  and  after  thai  time  mcM  agiiin  at  tlie  SMBt 
p]nce.  upon  this  condition,  that  he  who  came  tirst  should  wait  tor  the  oifacr  two^ 
and  that  the  two  who  came  Arst  should  wait  for  the  third,  w  that, ait  they  &U  tkrst 
took  leave  of  the  sultan  their  father  together,  they  should  present  tbcnuclm  tt 
him  at  the  !>amc  time  on  their  return.  I'hc  next  mommg  at  daybrcatc,  aiicr  himf 
embraced  each  other  and  mutually  wished  one  another  an  agreeable  jounicy,  iftcj 
muunti:d  their  horses,  and  each  took  one  of  tlirce  road^,  witliuut  at  all  ''W4lf*f 
in  their  choice  of  them. 

Prince  Houisain,  the  eldest  of  the  three,  who  had  often  heard  uf  the  pta 
grandeur,  strcnj^h,  nches,  and  splendour  of  the  kingdom  of  Hiuta^ar,  took  te 
route  towards  the  Indian  Sea  :  and,  after  a  journey  of  three  tnontht,  bjrocC^ 
sionally  joinm^  himself  to  different  caravans,  and  somcTi—  -  -  -^:ng  tkn*^ 
barren  deserti  and  mountainous  tracts,  at  others  travcUJ'-.  t  coa&try» 

well  peopled,  more  fniilful.  and  better  cultivated  than  an>  oi..^  .  ■*"  •'*ew«rii^ 

he  at  last  arrived  at   Hisnagnr,  a  city  which  gives  jtb  own  v.->  :  vIhIc 

country', of  which  it  is  the  capital,  and  where  the  usii^il  r.>'.'.frr , 
is  Hxed.     He  took  up  his  lodgings  in  a  khan  appr>' 
forci^  merchants  ;  and  as  he  had  learnt  that  there 
divisions  where  the  merchants  of  all  descriptions  bad  si. 
the  middle  of  which  the  palace  of  itic  king,  occupying  a  I  : 
was  placed,  forming  as  it  were  the  centre  of  the  city,  unich  li^d  three  codowMk 
at  leaM  two  leagues  in  length  from  one  gate  to  the  other,  he  went  od  the  tn; 
next  day  to  one  of  the  three  divisions. 

Prince  Hous^ain  could  not  behold  this  part  without  great  astoDishmcnL  I*, 
was  of  considerable  extent,  and  filled  with  streets  intersecting  each  other,  alt 
arched  over  to  guard  against  the  heat  uf  the  sun.  They  were,  howtrter.  •*( 
Uchted.     The  shops  were  perfectly  regular,  and  these  W  ■  !m  mcrdum 

who  traded  in  different  goods  were  not  mixed  together.  sort  was  at 

lerled  tntn  one  street.    This  was  also  the  ctse  m  those  s.tcLii  uhicb  «ev  i>- 
habited  by  artificers  or  workmen. 

This  multitude  of  shops,  each  nlled  with  oue  kind  of  mercbandtfie,  stidi  ai  tkt 
finest  Indian  linens  of  different  kinds,  some  p.'\inted  in  the  most  briUiant  collNll* 
with  ligurcs,  landscapes,  trees,  and  llowcrs,  alt  resembling  nature;  olhcn  wjiA 
silk  stuffs  and  brocades  from  Persia,  China,  and  other  plices;  some  with  paR»- 
lain  from  Japan  and  Giina,  and  also  tloor  carpets  of  cvr:*-'  si.-e:  aO  tboe  « 
much  surprised  him,  that  he  knew  not  how  to  take  his  c>  i .     But  vtm 

he  came  to  the  shops  belonging  to  the  goldsmiths  and  y  ■■  .  -r  theM  tav 

trades  were  rarried  nn  by  the  same  persons— he  was  aliii.»i  ui  cc Stacy  at  tte 
sight  of  such  a  profusion  of  fine  works  in  gold  and  silver,  as  well  as  catOfiOidi 
daziled  by  the  brilltanc)'  of  the  diamonds,  pearls,  rubies,  cmemldti,  Mpyboiar 
and  other  precious  stones  which  were  exposed  for  sale  m  such  larse  qnaBtSncfc 
But  if  he  was  so  much  struck  with  the  riches  collected  m  one  v^m,  he  «-3s  waA 
more  so  when  he  reflected  upon  what  must  be  the  wealth  uf  lite  ^hole  kiagdaa. 
as  he  knew,  except  with  respect  to  the  Urahmins  and  ministers  of  the  idoU,  »W 
professed  n  retired  life,  free  from  the  vanity  of  the  wurM,  that  there  wai  imi 
through  alt  its  extent  either  male  or  female  who  had  not  lolUrs,  bracck(is<v 
other  ornaments  for  the  feet  and  anns,  made  of  pearls  or  other  iciis  civ,  aM  wluck 
[iroduce^l  the  greater  effect  as  ilie  wearers  were  entirely  blaclc,  a  colour  wltfl 
set  off  these  om.iments  to  gre.it  advant-ige. 

Another  peculiarity  that  very  much  -nttracted  the  attention  of  Vr-,^.f  irru.c*^ 
wu  the  multitude  of  people  he  saw  who  sold  ro&es.and  ^  I  -rv 

absolutely  crowded  the  streets.  He  perceived  that  the  In<i'  J 

of  this  flower,  a%  \vt  V\ad  ncrt.  mu  qtvc;  vWt  &\d  w:it.  cither  cany  one  in  his  haad  a 
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bind  a  wreaili  round  bis  head,  nor  observe  a  merchant  who  had  noc  several  vases 
filled  wiih  ihcm  in  his  shop;  so  much  so,  that  this  division,  extensive  as  it  was, 
was  eniirely  [K-rfumetl  by  them. 

After  hakin^  u.ilked  through  e\ery  street  in  this  quarter,  meditating  upon  the 
immense  quaniiiv  of  riches  that  he  iaw,  Prince  Houssain  fclt  himscK  in  want  of 
some  repose.  He  expressed  his  wishes  to  a  merchant,  who  veij-  civilly  invited 
him  to  come  in  and  rest  in  his  shop.  The  prince  accepted  the  uffer,  and  had  not 
been  King  sittmg  there  before  he  saw  a  crier  going  about  with  n  carpet  about  six 
feet  square  in  lus  hand,  which  he  offered  to  put  up  for  *ale  at  thirty  jnirses.  He 
called  the  crier,  and  desired  to  sec  this  carpet,  as  it  seemed  to  him  lo  be  a  most 
exorbitani  price  for  it,  both  on  account  of  its  size  and  its  quality.  When  he  had 
thoroughly  examined  the  carpet,  he  said  to  the  crier  that  he  could  not  compre- 
hend ihc  reason  why  a  floor  carpet,  so  small  and  indift'crcntly  made,  should  be 
put  up  at  so  high  a  price. 
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The  crier,  who  took  Prince  Houssain  for  a  merchant,  replied, "  If  this  sum,  sir, 
appears  to  you  to  be  unreasonable,  you  will  be  more  astonished  when  1  shall  in- 
form  you  that  I  am  ordcretl  not  to  let  it  go  under  forty  purees,  and  not  to  deliver 
it  till  the  moncv  is  paid."  "  There  must,  then,"  replied  Prince  Houssain, "  be  some 
secret  quality  that  renders  it  *o  valuable."  "  Vou  have  guessed  it,  sir,"  added  the 
crier;  **.ind  you  will  .igree  to  it  when  yon  .ire  informed  that  only  by  sitting;  upon 
this  carpet  you  will  Iw  instantly  transported,  together  with  the  carpet  itself,  to 
whatever  place  you  wish  to  go  lo ;  and  you  will  And  yourself  )n  that  spot,  almost 
in  a  moment,  without  being  stopped  by  any  obstacle  whate\xr.'' 

The  Prince  of  India,  reflecting  that  the  pnncipal  object  of  his  journey  was  to 
procure  some  extraordinary  and  unknown  rarity  for  the  sultan  his  father,  thought 
that  lie  could  not  possibly  meet  tt-iili  an>thing  with  which  ilie  sultan  could  be 
better  pleased.  "  If  this  carpet,"  he  said  to  the  crier,  "has  the  power  you  say  it 
possesses,  I  not  only  do  not  think  it  dear,  but  I  will  give  you  the  forty  purses 
you  require,  and  will  .i!so  make  you  such  a  present  as  sh.\li  .imply  satisfy  you," 
"  Sir,"  replied  the  crier,  "  I  assure  you  I  have  told  you  the  truth,  and  it  will  be 
very  easy  for  you  to  be  convinced  of  it,  for  as  soon  as  you  shall  have  determined 
tm  the  purchase  at  forty  purees,  I  will  show  you  how  to  make  the  experiment. 
As  Tou  probably  have  not  the  forty  purses  here,  and  as  I  must  accompany  you 
lo  the  khan,  where,  as  a  stranger,  j-ou  have  taken  up  your  abode,  in  order  to  re- 
ctjte  them,  if  the  master  of  this  shop  will  gi»e  us  leave,  we  will  retire  into  the 


back  pan  of  it;  I  will  there  spread  out  my  carpet,  .ind  when  wc  »haU  bo  both 

staled  upon  it,  and  you  shall  have  fonncd  the  wish  to  be  imn^iv  --  '  ■..  ycmr 
ap-iruncni  with  mc,  if  wc  are  not  instantly  cunveyed  tliere  it  i>  .  and 

yi>u  shall  nul  l«  oblij^ed  lo  complete  llie  purcliii->tr.  With  rcspcL  <.■•  ...t.  j-.fsent, 
as  it  is  the  perwn  whu  scll&  the  caq>ct  that  pay'>  mc  for  niy  Iruuble,  I  shall  tr- 
cetvc  it  as  a  f.^\our  which  you  wish  to  bestow  upon  mc, and  shall  fed  my wU* 
under  an  nl)li^ation  to  you  lor  it" 

The  prince  believed  the  crier,  and  accepted  the  conditions.  He  concluded  ih« 
barg.iin  according  tt>  the  terras  propoaed.  He  then,  having  obtained  the  owner's 
icAve,  went  into  ihc  back  pan  of  the  shop.  The  cricr  spread  out  the  carpet,  aiul 
they  both  scaled  themselves  upon  it.  The  prince  had  no  sitoner  formed  the 
wish  to  be  tnin&portcd  to  his  apartment  in  the  Uun,  than  he  found  himscl/  and 
the  crier  in  llic  vci  y  spot  He  h.id  no  need  of  any  further  proof  of  the  virtue  irf 
ihc  carpet;  he  therefore  counted  out  to  the  crier  the  fort>'  purses  la  gold,  and 
added  twenty  pieces  more,  as  a  present  for  himself. 

t'rince  Houssain's  joy  was  extreme  at  having  thus  fortunately  obtainnl,  almost 
.it  the  moment  of  his  arrival  at  Bisnagar,  possession  of  a  carpet,  the  qnalitin  of 
which  were  so  rar«  that  be  had  nut  the  least  doubt  but  that  he  should  obuhl  tbc 
Princess  Nourounnihar.  In  fact,  he  tliought  it  impossible  for  eillicr  of  his  younger 
brothers  to  acquire  anvthing  in  (he  course  of  their  travels  that  could  at  all  be  pit 
in  competition  with  what  he  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  meet  witlt  Hy  only 
sitting  down  on  tlie  carpet  he  might,  without  rcmainint:  any  lunger  at  HisnagAf, 
have  instantly  relumed  to  the  spot  at  which  ihey  had  agreed  to  meet,  but  be 
would  then  have  been  obliged  to  have  waited  there  a  long  tune  for  tbem;  and 
as  he  was  de^iroub  of  seeing  the  King  of  Hi5n;»gar  and  his  court  and  :o  inform 
liiniself  of  the  strength,  laws,  customs,  religion,  and  condition  of  oi,  be 

resolved  lo  employ  some  months  in  endeavourinfj  to  satisfy  his  ■. 

It  was  the  custom  of  the  King  of  Btsnagnr  to  give  an  audience  vatx  every 
week  to  foreign  mercliants.  It  was  under  this  character  that  rrince  HoaBabt 
who  did  not  wish  to  discover  his  real  rank.  >aw  him  very  frcquc-ntlv-  And  as 
this  prince,  besides  being  handsome  and  well  made,  possessed  a  bnlliant  under- 
standing, and  was  master  of  great  address  and  {lohtcness,  he  was  very  mndi 
distinguished  beyond  the  other  merchants  with  whom  he  came  into  the  ktoc's 
presenre.     To  him,  ihcrefore,  in  preference  to  others,  the  kir'  -  vlhis 

conversation  when  he  wished  to  make  inquiries  about  the  Suit-  i,  and 

the  strength,  riches,  and  government  of  his  empire. 

Un  the  other  days  llie  pnncc  employed  himself  in  seeing  whatever  was  vaoU 
remarkable,  cither  in  the  city  or  the  neighbouring  country.  Among  atber  tbiacs 
most  worthy  of  being  visited,  he  went  to  the  temple  of  idols,  a  building  tbc  more 
fCuriuus  in  it^  construction  as  it  was  entirely  formed  of  bronae.  It  was  Dot  man 
^tlian  ten  cubits  square  in  the  inside,  and  about  fifteen  high  :  but  that  which  made 
it  the  most  curious  was  an  idol  of  massive  gold,  as  large  as  a  man,  tbc  ««»of 
which  were  single  rubies,  and  so  artfully  ^rmcd  that,  on  whatcvcj  tioc  HlK 
spccutor  stood,  they  appeared  turned  towards  him.  There  %i.>.s  .itstt  Analbcr 
temple  no  less  curious.      This  was  situated  in  a  vilLige,  where  C  ,  ptaJa 

of  about  ten  acres  in  extent,  which  formed  a  delicious  garden,  :  toaet 

and  other  dchghtful  ilowers,  ttie  whole  of  which  was  surrounded  jboot 

four  feel  high,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  out  any  anini.ils  thai  <  In 

(he  middle  uf  tliis  plain  was  a  small  terrace,  raised  to  about  the  lictgh;  ol  a  mam. 
formed  of  stones,  joined  together  with  so  much  care  and  skill  that  the  «bok 
looked  like  one  binclc  stone.  The  temple,  which  was  in  the  form  of  a  di>cnc,0d 
erected  in  the  middle  of  the  terrace,  was  fifty  cubits  high,  and  nnild  be  seen  ■> 
the  distance  of  several  leagues  each  way.     The  Icnj^-th  of  i  ^  cubits  m* 

cmc  side  and  twenty  on  the  other  ;  and  tlie  marble  of  wh  .  ;  jtmed  ■as 

quite  red  and  very  highly  polished.  The  vault  of  the  dome  n-i^  i.iiii.iincntcd  mith 
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three  rovrs  of  paintings,  finely  executed  .ind  in  sood  tuie.  All  the  other  yxoi 
of  the  tcniple  were  .ilsu  so  cuinplctely  tilled  with  pictures,  bn.s-rclii'fs,  and  idols, 
thai  there  ss^xi  no  place  from  the  top  lo  the  buttotn  left  undccnmted. 

Kvcr>-  morning  .tnd  evening  iliete  were  some  superiiitious  ceremonies  pcr- 
formod  here,  which  were  follnwed  by  different  jjanies,  instrumenial  concert!*, 
dances,  Mng«.  and  other  festivities;  aiul  both  ihc  ministers  belonging  to  titc 
temple  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  palace  subsisted  on  the  o^erings  woich  the 
pilgrims,  who  came  in  crowds  from  the  most  distant  pans  of  tlie  kingdom  to 
lulnl  their  vows,  brought  with  ihem. 

Prince  Houssain  w.-is  also  a  spectator  of  a  feast  which  is  celebrated  once  a  year 
at  the  court  of  Hisnaear,  and  to  which  the  governors  of  ihc  provinces,  ihe  com- 
manders  of  fortified  places,  the  govcrnori  and  judges  of  cities,  the  iJrahmins,  who 
are  «u  celebrated  for  their  tenets  .ind  learning,  are  all  obliged  to  repair, although 
some  of  them  hve  at  such  n  distance  that  their  journey  doe*  not  lidce  ihcin  less 
lh.in  four  months.  The  assembly,  thus  composed  of  an  innumerable  multitude 
of  Indians,  was  held  in  a  plain  of  vast  extent,  where  they  formed  so  immense  a 
body  that  the  eye  could  scarcely  take  them  all  in  at  once.  In  the  cenue  of  this 
great  plain  there  was  a  particular  part,  of  con  sidcr.iblc  extent,  which  was  bounded 
on  one  side  by  a  superb  building,  forming  nine  floors,  or  storey's,  like  n  scattold, 
and  supiKjrtcd  upon  forty  columns.  This  was  set  apart  for  the  liing  and  his  court, 
iir>d  for  those  strangers  whom  he  honoured  by  giving  them  nn  audience  every 
week.  The  inside  was  handsouiely  ornamentwl  and  richtv  furnished,  and  the 
out&ide  covered  willi  paintings  in  landscaite,  in  which  were  depicted  every  sort  of 
anim.il,  birds,  insects,  even  to  flies  and  gnats,  all  most  naturally  executed.  The 
other  three  sides  were  formed  of  other  buildings,  four  or  tive  storeys  high,  and 
painted  nearly  alike.  Uut  what  was  most  singular  in  these  buildings,  or  scartolds, 
was.  that  ihe>'  could  turn  ibem,  and  change  the  diderent  dcconuons  from  hotir 
to  hour. 

On  each  side  of  this  plate, and  at  a  little  distance  from  each  other,  there  were 
ranged  a  thousand  elepiianis,  all  most  richly  caparisoned,  and  upon  the  bark  of 
each  there  was  a  snii-iic  lower  of  gilt  wood,  containing  musicians  and  buffoons. 
The  trunks,  cars,  and  other  parts  of  these  elephants,  were  paimcd  red  and  other 
colours,  representing  the  most  grotesque  ligiires. 

I^ut  what  made  I'rincc  Houssain  most  zdmire  the  industry,  address,  and  inven- 
tion of  these  Indians  was  to  see  one  of  the  largest  and  moat  powerful  of  the 
elephants,  standing  with  his  feet  placed  upon  the  ends  of  four  posts  dri^■en  per- 
pendicululy  into  the  ground,  and  about  two  feet  high,  and  tossing  its  trunk 
about  in  exact  time  with  the  itistnimenis.  Nur  was  Tie  much  less  surprised  at 
seeing  another  elephant,  not  less  powerful,  standing  on  the  end  of  a  beam  placed 
across  a  post  ten  feet  high,  with  an  immense  stone  fastened  to  the  other  end. 
which  sencd  as  a  counterbalance  to  the  aniniat ;  and  thus  sometimes  rising  into 
ihc  air,  and  sometimes  descending,  he  marked,  in  tlie  presence  of  the  king  and 
all  his  court,  by  different  motions  of  his  body  and  trunk,  the  time  and  cadence 
of  the  music,  as  well  as  the  other  elephant.  The  way  the  Jnduins  did  this  was 
to  draw  down  to  the  ground,  by  the  (lower  of  men,  one  end  of  the  beam,  afici 
they  had  fastened  the  stone  as  a  balance  on  the  other,  and  then  make  the  clcphdnc 
get  u{tQn  ic 

rnnce  Houssain  had  been  enabled  to  make  a  very  lon^  slay  at  the  court  aod 
in  the  kingdom  of  Uibnagar.  A  variety  of  other  curious  thmgs  would  have  a^roc- 
ably  amused  him  there,  until  tJie  very  last  day  of  the  year,  on  which  the  pnnce* 
his  brothers  and  himself  had  .igreed  tomeet.  Fully  5atisiicd,howcvcr,Hitu  what 
be  had  seen,  .ind  occupied  continually  with  the  thoughts  of  Nourounnihar.  the 
dear  object  of  his  affections,  the  recollection  of  whose  beauty  and  cturm<«,  tmwrc 
ibe  acquisition  he  h.%d  nude  of  the  carpet,  evcr>'  day  augmented  the  violence  ni 
his  pasiion,he  fancied  his  mind  would  be  much  more  at  casc.and  that  he  should 
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fe«l  much  more  happy,  when  he  should  be  at  a  less  distance  from  her.  Havtac 
first,  therefore,  remunerated  the  master  of  the  khan  for  the  apartment  be  kM 
occupied,  and  told  him  the  hour  when  he  mi^t  come  for  the  key,  which  «>auU 
be  Mt  in  the  door,  wittiout  giving  any  hint  b>'  what  mode  he  meant  to  tnvel,  he 
weni  back  to  his  roum,  shut  tlic  duor,  and  left  tlic  key  in  it.  He  then  spttaul  ntt 
the  carpet,  and  seated  himself,  wiih  the  attendant  wlium  he  had  broasbK  wtMi 
hint,  \i\vit\  it. and  having  niediiatcd  fora  moment,  he  in  the  most  leriow  ouBMr 
fonnetl  a  wish  lo  be  conveyed  to  the  spot  where  hr  .\nd  hi-t  brothers  had  a0Vei 
ti>  assemble  ;  and  he  soon  perceived  that  he  xta^t  arrived.  He  took  up  his  renoeoea 
thcrc.and  without  making  himself  knou-n  otherwise  tlian  as  a  merchant,  he  waited 
for  their  arrival. 

Hrincc  Ali,the  younger  brother  of  HDUssain,who  intended  lo  tmvcl  to  Poma, 
in  order  tu  comply  with  tlie  wishes  of  the  sutun  his  father,  had  set  oat  f6r  dttf 
cuuntn'  in  company  with  a  caravan,  which  he  had  joined  on  the  ihifd  dajraAcr 
he  had  separated  from  his  brothers  ;  and  after  a  journey  of  near  four  moctths  he 
at  IcTtgth  arrived  at  Schiraz,  which  at  that  time  was  llie  capital  of  the  Ibagdom 
of  Persia.  As  he  had  formed  a  sort  of  intimacy  during  the  journey  with  a  fip* 
merchants,  without  letting  them  suppose  he  w.is  anythmg  else  but  a  jewdkr*  he 
took  up  his  abode  at  the  same  khan  with  them. 

While  the  merchants  were  the  next  day  unpackine  their  bales  of  roerchairfM, 
Prince  Ali,  who  only  (ravelled  for  his  pleasure,  and  who  was  encumbered  widi 
nothing  more  than  u-as  absolutely  nccessar)'  for  his  okii  comfort,  hanng  6r« 
changM  his  dress,  desired  some  one  to  show  hun  the  quarter  of  the  dty  wtwt 
they  sold  jewels  and  gold  and  silver  ornaments,  brocades,  silk  stuflTt,  fine  Smm, 
and  ocher  curious  and  valuable  merchandise.  This  place,  which  nis  very  spackvi 
and  well  built,  was  archt-d  over,  and  the  roof  supported  by  large  pillars,  romoA 
which,  as  well  us  along  the  walls,  the  shops  were  alt  ranged,  and  alsounbetk 
sides  wiiliin  and  without,  .ind  tins  at  Schiraz  was  cnlled  ihe  beresteiu.  Wan 
Ali  examined  it  In  every  part,  and  uas  astonished  in  attempting  to  judge  of  ihe 
quanlit)'  of  riches  that  was  shut  up,  from  the  prnfusinn  of  rii^h  ;ma  costly  Bwr- 
chandise  that  was  exposed  for  sale.  Among  the  diiTcrcnt  crters  who  went  aboal 
with  specimens  of  various  things  for  sale  byway  of  auction,  he  was  much  vurpntod 
at  secmg  one  who  held  an  ivor)'  tube  in  his  hand,  about  a  foot  long,  and  not  OMrt 
thnn  an  Inch  thick,  which  he  put  up  at  thirty  purses.  He  imnt;incd  the  oicr 
coiitd  not  1m;  in  his  senses  ;  but  in  order  to  be  satisfied  of  the  fact,  hr  went  up  w 
.T  shop,  and  pointing  the  crier  out  lo  the  merclutni,  he  said,  '*  Pray,  sir.  am  I  de- 
ceived in  concluding  that  that  crier,  who  puts  up  the  hitle  ivory  tube  he  hoa  n 
his  hand  at  ihiny  purses,  is  insane  ?"  "  Sir."  replied  the  mcrchdni,  "  if  it  be  to^ 
he  has  lost  his  senses  since  yesterday.  For  1  can  assure  you  he  is  one  of  oor  beat 
criers,  and  the  most  employed,  as  we  place  the  greatest  confidence  m  hira,  vbo- 
cvcr  there  is  anjthing  to  be  sold  of  greater  value  than  common.  With  renea 
tu  the  ivory  lube  whicti  he  cries  at  thirty  purses,  It  cenainlv  mugt  be  wonn  is 
much,  and  even  more,  however  cxtraordinar>'  it  may  sccra  (rom  its  appearaDCC 
He  will  pass  in  a  moment ;  we  will  then  call  him,  and  you  may  inform  yuwtt 
of  wh-itcver  you  wish.  Have  ilic  goodness  in  the  meantime  to  &ii  doira  as  Dy 
sofa,  and  rest  yourself." 

Prince  Ali  accepted  the  obliging  otTer  of  the  merchant,  and  he  had  imM  lofif 
been  seated  before  the  crier  passed  by.  The  merchant  immediately  called  him 
by  bis  name,  and  when  he  came  up,  lie  pointed  to  Prince  Ali,  and  laid.  "  Infans 
this  gentleman  n-hether  )'ou  are  in  your  senses,  as,  from  your  puitinK  up  ibu 
Comparatively  inaigni/icant  ivorj-  tul>e  at  thirty  purses,  he  lias  aomo  doum  oa 
the  subject.  I  should  tnvMflf  alM  be  much  astonished  at  it.  did  1  not  know 
to  I'M;  a  prudent,  sensible  man."  '*  Sir."  replied  the  crier,  addressing 
Prince  Ali,  "you  are  not  the  only  person  who  supposes  I  have  lu*t  ray 
from  my  conduct  r»pec\\ti[^  \h\&  \vory  tube ;  but  you  shall  younelf  judge  w 


it  be  so  when  I  have  explained  its  properties  to  vou,  and  I  hope  thnt  )'0u  will 
then  atienii  ttie  bale,  (l;e  ^tme  as  the  others  who  had  an  ecjually  bad  opinion  q( 
mc  a^  you  have. 

"  In  the  first  place,  sir,"  continued  the  crier,  showing;  the  lube  to  the  prince, 
**  you  wtU  have  the  goodness  (o  observe  that  this  tube  is  furnished  with  n  glasj 
at  earh  end  ;  and  I  must  inform  you  that,  by  looking  through  une  of  these  two 
Iflasses,  whatever  you  may  feel  a  wish  to  sec  you  will  instanily  behold."  *'  I  atn 
ai  this  moment  ready  to  retract  my  opinion,"  cried  the  prince,  "  if  yoti  will  prove 
the  truth  of  what  you  have  advanced."  And  as  he  held  the  tube  in  his  hand,  be 
examined  it  at  both  ends,  and  then  added,  "  Show  me  the  end  through  which 
I  roust  look,  th.1t  1  may  be  convinced."  The  crier  immediately  did  so,  and  the 
prince  looked  throtigh,  having  pre^'iously  formed  a  wish  to  see  the  sultan  his 
ulher,  whom  he  iii:>tanlly  beheld  in  perfect  health,  sittmg  on  his  throne  m  the 
midst  of  his  council  Then,  as  nothing  after  tlie  sultan  was  dearer  to  him  than 
the  Princess  Nourounnihar,  he  transferred  his  wish  to  her,  and  ttmnediately 
beheld  her  seated  at  her  toilet,  surrounded  by  her  women,  and  appearing  in  the 
most  lively  humour. 

Prince  All  wanted  nothing  more  to  convince  him  that  this  tube  was  the  most 
valuable  and  mrc  thing  ihat  existed,  not  only  in  the  citv  of  Schiraz,  but  through- 
out the  whole  world  ;  and  he  thought  that  if  he  neglected  to  purchase  it,  he 
should  never  apain  meet  with  so  extraordinary  a  thing,  either  at  Schiraz  or  during 
his  travels,  if  he  spent  ten  years  or  more  in  the  search.  He  then  said  to  tlw 
crier, "  I  freely  retract  the  bad  opinion  I  had  fonned  of  your  conduct,  and  I 
believe  you  will  be  fully  s.iiisiied  of  my  sincerity,  and  the  reparation  I  am  ready 
lo  make  yoti,  when  I  inform  you  that  I  am  willing  to  purchase  your  tube.  As  I 
should  be  sorr>-  that  any  one  else  should  possess  it,  tell  me  the  exact  price  the 
owner  has  fixed  upon  it,  and  then,  without  >;iving  ^-ou  the  trouble  of  crying  it  any 
longer,  or  fatiguing  yourself  by  going  abuut  with  it,  you  have  only  to  accompany 
roe,  and  I  will  count*  the  sum  out  to  you."  The  cncr  assured  him,  with  an  oath, 
Ihat  he  was  ordered  not  to  let  it  go  under  forty  purser,  and  if  he  had  any  doubts 
of  the  truth  of  what  he  said,  he  w,-is  ready  to  conduct  him  to  the  owner.  The 
prince  was  satisfied  wnth  his  word,  and  carried  him  with  him.  When  they  had 
arrived  at  the  khan  where  Prince  All  lodged,  he  counted  out  to  htm  forty  purKt 
of  gold,  and  thus  remained  in  possession  of  the  ivory  tube. 

When  the  prince  had  made  this  acquisition  he  experienced  the  greater  joy, 
because  he  felt  persuaded  that  the  pnnces  his  brotners  could  have  met  with 
nothing  so  rare  or  so  deserving  of  admiration,  and  that  the  Princess  Nouroun- 
nibar  would,  Utereforc,  be  his  reward  for  the  fatigues  he  had  underrone.  He 
now  gave  himself  no  further  tixnible  except  to  see  and  inform  himself  of  what  was 
g)Mn£  on  at  the  court  of  Persia,  but  without  discovering  his  real  character,  .ind 
also  in  seeing  whatever  might  be  curious  and  worthy  of  observation  in  and  about 
Schiraz,  until  the  c.iravan  with  which  he  came  was  about  to  return  to  India.  He 
had  almost  satisfied  his  curiosity  when  the  caravan  was  ready  to  depart  The 
prince  immediately  joined  it.  antl  began  his  journey.  No  accident  disturbed  or 
retarded  their  progress,  and  without  sufienn^  any  other  inconvenience  than  the 
fatigue  C'.immon  to  so  long  a  journey,  Prince  Ali  arrived  in  safctj'  at  the  >ame 
f^ce  where  his  brother  Houssain  already  was.  These  two  remained  togetlKr, 
expecting  the  arrival  of  Prince  Ahmed. 

This  prince  had  bent  his  course  towards  Samarcand,  and  on  the  day  after  hit 
arrival  there,  he  pursued  the  same  plan  as  his  two  brothers  had  done,  and  went 
lo  the  bezestein.  He  had  hardly  entered  the  place  befim  be  »aw  a  crier  carry- 
ing an  artificial  apple  in  hu  hand,  which  he  put  up  at  thirty-five  purses.  Pnnce 
Ahmed  stopped  the  crier.  "  Let  mc  sec  this  apple,"  he  cried,  **  and  tell  me  what 
particutar  cKccllcnce  it  possesses,  that  you  snould  pui  it  up  at  the  very  estra- 
ordinary  price  of  thiny-h%'e  purses."    The  crier  gave  it  into  his  band  that  be 
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said. 


ihi«  npple,  if  you  only  consider 
appearance,  t&  of  very  little  npparent  value ;  but  if  you  rctlcct  upon  its 
nnd  the  jrrciit  use  wc  cnn  make  of  il  for  ilic  good  of  niar.kind.  vou  must 
iJiat  il  is  bc\'ond  nil  price  and  tli;u  he  wlio  possesses  i-  i  true  tii 

In  fact,  sir,  there  \%  no  disease,  hovtevei  painful  or  i.  ,  nlicthcr  fcvi 

pleurisy,  plague,  ut.  in  short,  any  disorder  whrncver,  .\u<\  ev«,ii  if  the  atBkl 
pcrson'is  nl  ihc  point  of  dcilh,  but  it  will  cure,  and  the  sujTrrci  shall  retuni 
Ti-i  perfect  n  !it.iir  of  health  as  if  he  )ud  never  been  ill  fturin^  his  whole  hfe.  An( 
tliis  is  cAi^lcd  liv  the  easiest  of  all  possible  ways  :  it  is  simply  to  ntaVe  ihc  stcj 
person  smell  at  this  apple." 

"  If  the  nccount  you  have  been  Kiving  might  be  relied  upon."  repbetl  Pi 
Ahmed,  "  this  apple  indeed  possesses  the  most  wonderful  property, »n'^  ■ 
truly  say  it  Is  invaluable ;  but  can  1,  who  rv^iliy  wiah  to  make  a  puri.1 
be  Convinced  that  there  is  neither  prevaricjtiuii  nor  exag^^eration  in  ■■ 
have  been  lelaling  to  me?"    "Sir."  replied  (he  cncr,  "the  fitct  is  I- 
can  be  %'ouchcd  for  by  the  whole  ciiy  of  Samarcand  ;  and  without  g'j- ■„ 
flirther,  you  have  only  lo  ask  any  of  (he  merchants  here,  and  vmt  will  hear  *»)nl 
they  will  say  on  the  subject.     You  will  even  find  some  that  wouitl  not  h-'^ve  been 
ahve  lo-day,  as  they  themselves  will  declare  to  you,  if  thcv  had  not  made  um  of 
this  excellent  remedy.     Hut  to  make  you  understand  the  ihin^  better,  t  mui 
inform  you  thai  it  is  tiic  fniilof  the  study  and  long  application  of  a  very  cclebrai* 
philosopher  in  this  city,  who  has  all  his  life  itpplied  him»clf  to  in%-cstiKaie  tl 
virtues  of  plants  and  minerals,  and  who  has  at  length  arrived  at  the  knowli 
of  the  composition  you  now  sec,  by  which  he  has  performed  llie  tnosl  sui 
cures  in  tliis  city,  the  recollection  of  which  will  never  be  obliterated.     An 
so  sudden  that  he  had  not  lime  to  make  use  of  this  sovereign  remedy, 
his  death  a  short  time  since,  and  his  widow,  whom  he  has  not  left  in  the 
circumstances,  and  who  has  several  youn^  children,  is  resolved  to  put  it  up 
sale,  that  she  and  her  family  may  improve  their  siiuatioiL" 

While  the  crier  was  gi\'ing  this  account  lo  the  prince  of  the  arti6cial 
m.-iny  people  stopped  and  listened,  and  the  most  p.irl  of  ihose  confirmed 
thing  he  said.    One  of  them  tiavin^  said  that  he  lud  a  friend  uho  wa»  so  d«nf 
rously  ill  that  he  had  ^vcn  up  all  hopes  of  his  life,  and  that  this  wouM 
favourable  opportunity  lo  try  the  power  of  the  .ipplc.  Prince  .-Vhrncd  told  tbe  i 

Oiat  he  would  give  him  forty  purses  if  the  apple  cured  the  sick  perKm  by  ■ 

smelling  at  iL    The  crier,  who  had  tiad  orders  to  sell  it  at  that  price,  rcplieJ, 
'*  Let  us,  sir,  go  and  make  the  experin>eni,  and  the  apple  will  be  vours.    1 
this  with  the  greate-r  confidence,  nccause  I  cannot  supiiose  it  will  have  It 
cacy  now  than  it  has  hitherto  possessed  every  time  it  has  been  cmplo',        _ 
covering  from  the  very  jaws  of  death  ail  those  who  have  been  In  tAat'»ute ; 
tried  iti  power." 

The  experiment  succeeded,  and  the  prince  having  counted  out  the  forty  parses 
to  the  crier,  who  delivered  the  apple  to  him.  waited  with  the  ercatesi  impabencc 
for  tlic  departure  of  the  finil  caravan  that  snuuld  set  out  for  IndiA. 

He  eniploj'cd  the  intermediate  timeincxatninin)'  whati-vcrwas  mostcurmni 
Samarrand  and  the  neighbcHiring  country,  lurliciilaflv  the  ■■  ■'  ■  '  ^'oyda,tlu 
called  from  a  river  of  the  same  name  whicn  w.-itcrs  ii.    71 

by  the  Arabs  as  one  of  the  four  earthly  I'aradises. from  the  U  ...n  ..■  iiie  coaaUy, 
the  gardens  belonpng  to  the  palace,  from  its  imi\-ers.il  fertility,  and  the  delifti'!- 
(ul  enjoyments  that  arc  experienced  in  the  6nc  season  of  th-  ■■  •  " 

Prince  Ahmed,  howcN'cr,did  not  lose  the  opportuniiv  of  •■ 

to  return  to  India.    He  set  out,  and,  nolwithsundinj;  ill  lh'_  .    _  _  

niences  of  so  long  a  journey,  he  arrived  at  Oie  place  where  his  brotiicn  Hrni^inn 
and  All  were  waiting  for  him  in  perfect  health. 

Aa  Prince  AU  bad  arrived  some  time  before  his  brother  Ahmed,  be  asked 


prince  Houssain,  who  was  the  first  that  had  come  there,  how  long  he  hnd  been 
wailing  for  him.  \VTicn  he  learnt  that  he  had  been  there  near  three  months, 
he  said,"  You  cannot  have  been  travelling  very  Ou."  "  I  will  tell  yau  nulliing  at 
present,*' replied  Houssain,"  respecting  the  place  where  I  have  been,  but  i  assure 
you  I  was  more  than  three  months  on  my  journey  thither."  "  If  that  is  the  case, 
then,"  rejoined  Prince  Ali.  *'  you  must  have  made  but  a  very  short  stay  there. 
**  You  arc  in  error,  brother,"  said  Houssain;  "my  residence  there  w-as  for  near  tiie 
months,  and  it  depended  only  upon  my  own  choice  to  have  made  it  much  longer." 
**  Then  >iju  certainly  must  liave  flown  back,"  resumed  Prince  Ali :  "  1  do  not  at 
all  comprehend  how*  you  can  otherwise  have  been  tlierc  three  months,  as  you 
wish  to  make  me  believe." 

••  I  have  nc*-erthclcs&  told  you  the  truth,"  added  Prince  Houssain  :  "and  this 
is  an  enijjima  I  will  not  explain  to  you  until  the  arrival  of  our  brother  Ahmed, 
when  I  will  at  the  same  time  inform  you  of  the  success  of  my  travels  respecting 
the  object  of  our  pursuit.  I  know  not  how  successful  you  may  have  been  m  your 
search :  perhaps  it  is  not  of  any  consequence,  for  I  sec  your  baf^aj^e  is  not  much 
Incrcjucd."  "  Weil,"  answered  Pnncc  Air. "  with  the  exception  of  a  iritlinff  carpet 
which  tic»  on  >-our  sofa,  and  which  appears  as  if  it  belonj^cd  to  you,  I  might  re- 
turn you  the  same  compliment.  Hut  as  you  seem  to  make  a  mystciy  of  the  rarity 
you  have  procurcil.  I  also  sh.ill  do  the  same  with  respect  to  mine. 

"  I  esteem  the  extraordinary  thing  I  have  brought,"  replied  Houssain,  "so  far 
beyond  any  other,  whatever  it  may  be,  that  I  should  make  nn  diiiicuUy  in  show- 
ing it  to  vou,  and  making  you  instantly  cottfcssij  withoLt  the  least  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that  it  is  intiniiely  superior  to  the  one  you  mav  have  procured ;  but  it  is 
proper  that  we  should  watt  tor  I'rince  Ahmed,  and  then  we  may  discover,  with 
the  greater  kindness  to  each  other,  the  good  fortune  wc  have  each  of  us  met 
with." 

PrirKre  Alt  did  not  wish  to  enter  more  at  length  into  the  dispute  with  his 
brother  concerning  the  preference  which  Houssain  gave  to  the  rarity  he  had 
himself  procured :  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  in  bis  own  mind  that  if  the  ivory 
tube  he  had  to  show  was  not  the  most  to  be  preferred,  it  at  least  could  not  be 
hiferior;  he  therefore  readily  agreed  to  wait,  before  cither  of  ihcm  was  shown, 
for  the  arrival  of  Prince  Ahmed. 

When  the  latter  rejoined  the  two  princes  his  brothers,  and  they  had  mutually 
embraced  and  congratulated  each  other  on  their  happy  meeting,  and  had  ex> 
Nesscd  the  ple.isuic  ihev  received  at  seeing  each  other  after  their  sc|>aration. 
Prince  Houssain,  being  tfie  eldest,  liegan  in  these  words  :  "  We  shall  have  lime 
enough  hereafter  to  .imusc  each  other  v.  iih  the  particulars  of  our  different  travels  : 
we  wdl  now  only  speak  of  wh.it  is  of  most  importance  for  us  to  become  acquainted 
with  ;  and  as  I  take  it  far  granted  that  you  as  well  as  myself  remcmtier  the  pnn- 
cipaJ  business  that  occupied  us.  wc  will  no  lunger  conceal  troni  each  other  what 
we  have  each  obtaincti  And  when  we  h;ivc  all  seen  our  acquisitions,  we  will  de- 
termine in  the  first  instance  for  ourselves,  and  sec  to  whom  the  sultan  our  father 
is  most  likely  to  give  the  preference. 

•'  And  in  order  to  set  you  the  example."  continued  Prince  Houssain.  **  I  must 
inform  you  that  the  rarity  I  have  procured  in  mv  travels  intu  the  kinj;duin  of 
Btoiagar,  is  the  carpet  upon  which  I  am  sitting,  ft  appears  a  common  one,  arvd 
without  much  show,  .i»  you  may  observe;  but  when  I  shall  have  told  you  its 
qualities,  you  will  experience  the  greater  astonishment,  as  you  h.ave  never  j-ct 
heard  of  an\ihsng  simiktr  :  and  I  am  sure  you  will  agree  with  me.  The  fact  ts, 
that  notwithstanding  its  common  appearance,  whoever  sits  Mpon  this  carpet  as  I 
now  do,  and  wishes  to  he  transported  to  any  particular  placr.  however  dislajit  it 
may  be,  will  instantly  find  himself  there.  I  convmccd  mjsclf  of  it  before  1 
counted  out  the  forty  purses  which  it  cost  me,  and  which  I  do  not  in  the  Icut 
regrcL    And  when  1  liad  satisfied  my  curiosity  with  seeing  everyiliing  that  WU 
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rcnurkable  at  court  and  in  the  kingdom  or  Bisnagar.  >nd  wished  to  retwa,  I 

made  use  of  no  (iihcr  means  of  conveyance  to  brink;  me  and  my  auendaDt  ludicv 
than  this  wonderful  carpet ;  and  he  can  tell  you  liow  short  a  lime  TC  wrv  oi 
our  journej*.     Whenever  you  wish  it,  I  will  give  you  both  a  proof  of  its  pcMRr, 

I  now  watt  to  hear  what  you  have  brou>;ht  that  can  be  put  in  compctitioii  with 
my  carpet." 

Prince  Houssain  liavtng  finished  what  he  had  to  say  In  praise  of  fais  carpet. 
Prince  Ali  &poke  next,  and  addressed  him  m  these  lernts  ;  "  I  own,  brother,  liui 
your  carpet  is  one  of  the  most  wonderful  things  that  ran  be,  if,  as  1  do  noi  at  all 
doubt,  it  possesses  the  property  you  have  suied.  Uui  you  must,  howevtr,  x- 
knowkdge  that  there  m^y  be  other  thm};$,  I  will  not  say  more  wondcT^t  hoi  ■> 
least  eijually  so  as  your  carpet,  allhouph  they  may  be  of  a  difTcrcnt  nature;  and 
to  convince  you  of  it,"  he  went  on,  **  this  ivory  tube  \ibich  I  now  »bow  yoa,  and 
which  is  not  more  valuable  than  your  carpet  in  exterior,  <t  -cm  a  tint]r 

worthy  of  much  attention.     I  have  nevertheless  nut  paid  l<  '  li.m  you  did 

for  your  carpet,  nor  am  1  less  s^uisfied  with  my  purcha5r  t'ri.in  \uu  -wk-  wilhraan. 
Confident,  however,  a;;  I  am  of  your  judfmeni  and  candour,  you  muct  acfcncm- 
lefl^'c  that  1  have  not  been  mistaken,  w-hen  you  &hall  be  told,  and  Itai-e  had  a 
convincing'  proof,  that  in  looking  through  one  end  of  this  lube  you  will  behoU 
u'hatcvcr  object  you  wish  to  see.  I  do  noi  desire  you  to  rely  upon  wy  word," 
added  Prince  Alt  in  prcseniing  the  tube ;  "  take  it,  and  sec  if  I  impn»c  upoct  jrau,* 

I'rince  Houssain  look  the  ivorj'  tube  from  Alt,  and  as  he  put  that  end  tD  tii 
eye  which  hib  brother  liad  iminteti  out  when  he  gave  it  ui  him.  with  the  totcntkn 
of  seeing  the  I'rincess  Nourounnihar,  and  of  leamm};  how  she  was,  I*rincc  Ah 
and  his  brother  Alimcd,  who  had  their  eyes  fixed  upon  him,  were  CKtnmdy 
astonished  at  seeing  him  suddenly  chanj^e  countenance,  as  if  ho  wai  not  only 
very  much  surprised,  but  afflicted  at  the  s;une  time.  I'rince  Houssain  did  bm 
give  them  time  to  ask  the  cause  of  it.  "  Princes,"  he  exclaimed,  **we  have  oi 
vain  undertaken  our  painful  journey,  through  the  hopes  of  being  rewarded  wilh 
the  possession  of  the  charming  Nourounnihar  :  in  a  very  few  moBieBta  tut 
amiable  princess  will  he  no  more.  I  have  seen  her  in  her  bed,  surroiuidad  hf 
her  women  and  eunuchs,  who  are  all  in  tears,  and  who  seem  to  expecc  aadUa| 
but  to  see  her  soul  take  its  iligbt.  Here,  look  yourselves :  behold  her  pidmi 
state,  and  join  your  tears  lo  mine." 

Prince  Ali  took  the  tube  from  Houssnin.  He  looked  through  h ;  and  hvrioc 
with  the  most  painful  sensations  beheld  the  same  object,  he  presented  it  to  ProKc 
Ahmed,  thai  he  might  also  see  the  same  melandioly  and  afflicting*  stght,  M 
equally  disircs^inp  to  each  of  them. 

When  Prince  .Ahmed  had  received  the  ivory  tube  from  Ali,  had  looked  thiMyh 

II  and  seen  the  princess  so  near  the  end  of  her  life,  he  thus  addreucd  the  ta« 
princes  his  brothers:  "The  Princess  Nourounnihar,  my  brothers,  who  is  n^uaUr 
the  object  of  our  desires,  is  in  a  condition  not  far  removed  from  death ;  b«t  * 
seems  to  me  that  if  wc  lose  no  rime,  she  is  still  lo  be  preser%-e<l  from  tbu  boat 
moment" 

Prince  Ahmed  then  drew  from  his  bosom  the  artifidal  apple  lh.^f  he  had  per- 
chased.   "Tliis  apple,"  added  he,  showing  it  to  ihc  two  princes,  " 
behold,  is  nt«  less  costly  than  the  carpet  and  ivory  tube,  which  • 
brought  home  fnjm  your  travels.     The  occasion  that  now  y  :i  lu  xaHss. 

you  witnesses  io  its  wonderful  virtues  causes  me  not  in  tii  fcpet  the 

ibrty  purses  which  it  cost  me.  Not  lo  keep  you  any  li^ngei  i^  suspense,  I  nmit 
infyrm  you  that  it  possesses  the  virtue,  only  l»y  suffering  .i  *»ck  jiersan  to  snafl 
it,  (o  restore  him  to  iwrfccl  health,  although  he  should  be  in  hi<  List  aeo«ky.  ThB 
experience  I  }iiive  had  of  it  leaves  it  without  a  doubt  in  my  mind,  and  you  mf 
now  see  the  effect  of  it  upon  the  person  of  the  Princess  NouraunaihJur,  If  we 
hasten  to  her  assistat^ct.** 


Tvir  History  of  Prince  Ahmed  and  Pari^Banou, 


7JS 


:h 


i«a& 


"  If  this  be  the  fact,"  exclaimed  Prince  Houssain,  "we  can  matcc  the  grentest 
haste,  and  be  transported  in  an  instant  into  the  chamber  of  the  princess  by 
means  of  my  carpet.  Let  us,  then,  lose  no  time,  but  cumc  and  scat  yourselves 
by  my  side,  for  it  is  large  enough  to  hold  us  nil  without  much  inconvenience. 
Let  us.  howc^-cr.  in  the  first  place,  order  uur  aUcndanta  to  return  immediately  la 
the  palace,  where  they  will  find  us." 

Wlicn  ihcy  had  done  this,  Prince  Ali  and  Prince  Ahmed  seated  themselves 
upon  tlicir  carpet  with  their  brother  HousMin  :  and  as  they  were  all  three  eaually 
interested  in  the  same  thing,  ihcy  all  instantly  formed  tlic  same  wish  of  Win!; 
transported  into  the  apartment  of  Nourounnihar.  Their  desires  were  fulfilled. 
and  they  u-ere  conveyed  there  so  quickly,  that  they  seemed  at  the  end  of  their 
journey  almost  before  it  had  begun. 

The  sudden  .ind  unexpected  presence  of  the  three  princes  terriBcd  the  women 
and  the  eunuchs  bclongmg  to  the  princess,  as  they  could  not  in  the  least  com* 
prchend  how  these  men  should  so  instantly  appear  in  the  midst  of  them.  They 
did  not  at  first  recollect  the  princes,  and  the  eunuchs  were  on  the  point  ofatuclc- 
ing  ihem  as  persons  who  had  penetrated  to  a  place  they  «vere  not  permitted  to 
approach ;  tae]r  soon,  however,  discovered  ttieir  error  and  recognJicd  their 
persons. 

Prince  Ahmed  no  sooner  perceived  himself  in  the  apartment  of  the  princess, 
and  discovered  Nourounnihar  almost  at  the  point  of  death,  than  he  got  up  from 
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tendantu,  nnd  resolved  tn  ^o  and  search  so  carefully  far  tt  that  tie  sbcnUl  at 
have  nothing  to  reproach  himself  vrith.  He  went,  therefore,  tu  the  t^ot  wiive  tW 
arrows  of  Pnnccs  Houisa'in  and  All  had  been  found.  From  this  place  he  walked 
on  stniit^ht  fonrard,  looking  l>oih  lo  the  right  and  left  as  he  ucnt  akm(.  He  at 
last  found  tliat  Itc  had  got  to  so  great  a  disuincc  without  discovertii^  «li«t  he  «as 
in  search  of,  that  he  ihout^ht  he  was  now  giving  himsdf  onlf  a  nsdcH  UimUb. 
Led  on,  however,  almost  in  spite  of  himself,  he  kept  following  the  same  dhvctiMi 
till  some  very  elev.tted  tock^  obliged  him  to  turn  nn  one  side  if  be  wubed  lowo- 
ceed.  These  rocks,  which  were  very  steep,  were  situated  in  a  barren  place;  notf 
fotir  leagues  from  the  place  whence  he  had  set  ouL 

In  approaching  iliesc  rocks  ttie  prince  observed  an  arrow.  He  took 
examined  it,  and  was  in  the  utmost  astonishment  at  discovering  it  to  be  the  ' 
same  that  he  had  shot.  "  It  certainly  is  the  same,"  he  cxcUimed  ;  •*  bat 
I  nor  any  other  inonal  could  possibly  have  strength  to  send  h  to  such  adittnuK' 
And  as  he  had  found  the  arrow  lying'  ilat  un  tht:  gruund,  not  ^tuck  in  bjr  hs  pom. 
he  conjeciured  al&u  that  it  must  have  struck  against  the  o-  k  iml  had  tbns  re- 
bounded a  little  way  back,  '*Thercmu$ibe,"headded,"soir'  ,  naimii— > 
in  so  extr.iordin.ir\'  a  circumstance,  nnd  this  mysiciy  mA>  ■  ;.  aartBttSE. 
Fortune,  perhaps,  in  having  afflicted  me  by  depriving  me  at  the:  pnssctlioo  of 
what  I  tliought  would  have  farmed  the  happiness  of  my  life,  has  some  ycMi 
blessing  in  store  for  me." 

Mcditatmg  upon  this  subject,  he  entered  into  a  hollow  part  of  the  rocks, 
by  their  frequent  projections  formed  numerous  excavations  of  this  Mm  :  atui1 
he  cast  his  e>C-s  from  one  part  to  another,  he  observed  an  iron  door.  wMch 
no  appearance  of  an  opening.     He  feared  it  might  be  ras:<  "(taliiif 

against  it  he  found  it  opened  inwards,  and  he  snuagcntle 
by  which  he  descended  with  the  arrow  in  his  hand.     He  n.i!  .n.i.i; 
that  he  should  be  in  [K-rfcct  darkness  ;  but  he  was  iinmcdialcty  mii 
liglu.  totally  dilfcrciil  fioni  that  he  had  left ;  and  r  --  -■■  -  ■..;»  vcr\- sim< 
ing  at  the  distance  of  fifty  or  sixty  i«cc5,  he  \y  ■  i.»gni<w:cni  palace^ ' 

beautiful  style  of  whii:h  he  had  not  now  time  to  ..^ .■■:  at  that  \'cry  " 

lady  of  most  incoinjunible  beauty  and  majestic  air,  adui  iied  with  tlie  rKbnt  Maft 
and  most  ^-nluable  jewels,  but  which  were  not  -it  -*"  n.-.-M^ar)-  lo  tnctvace  kef 
naluml  charms,  advanced  lo  the  vestibule,  aci  '>y  a  bond  of  lienaks. 

among  whirh  he  could  easily  distinguish  her  a>  ii  res*. 

I-'rincc  Almicd  had  no  sooner  obser\'cd  the  lady  liian  he  hastened  to  (o  aai 
pay  his  respects  to  her ;  white  the  tady,  on  her  p-irt,  who  saw  him  cumin^  j 
vented  him,  by  first  addressing  these  words  lo  him,  in  an  elevated  tone  of' 
"Approach,  Prince  Ahmed  ;  >t)U  arc  wxicomc." 

Tlic  prince  was  much  surprised  at  hearing  his  own  nam'-  ■  TycW' 

he  himself  had  not  the  least  kno^vlcdge,  although  it  was  sn  ->pilzl  i 

fether,  and  he  could  not  comprehend  how  he  could  be  kno\i  n  it-  a  lady  of  wbi*' 
he  w.is  entirely  ignorant.  He  accosted  her  by  first  throwing  himself  at  her  fiw. 
and  when  he  arose,"  Madam  "  he  replied,"  I  cannot  bu:  return  you  laaay  tfauftlb 
on  my  arrival  in  a  place  where  I  was  afraid  that  my  cunosity  tiaij  tnuinklclK 
led  me  to  pcnetrata  too  f.tr.  for  llic  assurance  you  h.ivc*givm  nic  tfaat  (  aan  **■ 
come.    Uut,  madam,  may  I  be  permitted  to  ask,  without  bcinR  gnilty  of  aa  •■ 

civility,  how  it  has  happened  that  I  am  not.  a*  I  have  und*--'' — '  *'" '<nnK)C 

unknown  to  you,  while  1  m>-sclf  have  not  till  this  moincn:  "^IbIz^ 

of  you,  although  you  reside  so  near ;  "  "  Prince,"  replied  iJic  ,-■..- .'  -^.  ~-  wrU  jo 
into  the  :»aloon :  i  can  then  answer  your  question  wlien  we  are  btfUi  more  as  ovi 
Case.'' 

Slic  had  no  sooner  sattl  this  thaii  she  led  the  way  into  il' 
Ahmed  fultowed  her.  TT»i«  room  *vns  of  most  singular  bi" 
of  the  dome  wa»  dccotaxjci  "kivH  ^Id  and  azure,  which,  witli  titc  km 


if  voo  had  not  become  acquainted  writh  her  dangerous  illness  by  means  of  Prince 
AlVs  ivory  lube,  and  if  Prince  Ahmed  had  noi  employed  hi:^  artidcial  apple  in 
il(c  cure  itspif.  Thus,  rhcn,  as  neither  the  carpel,  ihe  ivory  lube,  nor  ihe  anilidal 
apfile  t"5sscss  the  least  preference  the  one  over  the  other,  but  appear  equally 
rare  and  excellent,  and  I  can  bestow  the  i'rinccs.'i  Nouroiinnihar  only  upon  one 
of  you,  y^ju  must  yourselves  be  aware  that  tlie  only  advantage  vou  have  denvctl 
from  your  travels  is  tlic  t^Iury  of  having  equally  cvntribuicd  tu  the  re-cstablish- 
mcnt  of  her  healtlL 

**  If  this  be  the  fact,"  continued  the  sultan, "  you  see  that  it  is  necessary  for  tnc 
lo  bavc  recourse  to  some  nther  method  to  deicrmme  me  in  my  choice,  and  to 
point  out  to  me  on  whom  1  ought  tu  ttcstow  tlie  princess  ;  and  as  it  is  still  some 
length  of  time  before  the  nighi  will  approach,  I  wi«h  this  alTair  to  be  settled  to- 
day. Let  each  of  you,  then,  go  and  procure  a  bow  and  one  arrow,  and  repair  to 
the  great  plain  without  the  u-alls  where  the  horses  arc  exercised.  1  will  prepare 
to  go  there  myself:  and  1  now  declare  that  I  will  give  the  IVinccss  Nourounnihar 
in  mamagc  to  him  who  shall  sho^^i  his  arrow  to  tlic  greatest  distance.  1  have 
nothmg  more  to  add  but  tu  thank  every  one  uf  yuu,  which  I  now  do  most  cordially, 
for  the  present  which  you  have  each  bioughl  me.  I  have  many  nuilics  in  my 
cabinet,  but  I  possess  nolhing  that  equals  in  singularity  or  utility  cither  the  carpet, 
the  ivory  iul>e,  or  the  artificial  apple,  with  all  of  whirh  I  shall  now  enrich  iny 
cnllcctiurL  These  are  three  things  that  will  hold  the  fii-*!  place,  and  I  will  ((re- 
serve them  there  most  carefully,  not  from  curiosity  only,  but  also  forihe  purpose  of 
making  an  adv.intagcous  use  of  them  whenever  proper  occasions  occur." 

Tbe  three  princes  had  nothing  to  s;iy  m  reply  lo  the  decision  which  the  sultan 
had  pronounced.  When  they  had  left  his  presence,  they  ctdi  furnished  them- 
selves with  a  bow  and  arrow,  which  they  gave  to  one  uf  their  attendants,  who  had 
idl  assembled  as  suon  as  they  heard  of  their  arrival ;  and  they  all  repaired  to  the 
plain,  followed  by  an  innimitcrable  crowd  of  people. 

The  sultan  did  not  make  Uicin  wait ;  and  as  soon  as  he  was  arrived,  I*rtncc 
Houss&in,  as  being  the  eldest.  to<jk  his  bow  and  made  the  first  shoL  Prince  Alt 
then  drew  his,  and  the  arrow  fell  at  some  little  distiuicc  beyond  that  of  Houssaia  ; 
Prince  Ahmed  shot  llie  last,  but  the  arrow  went  out  of  sight,  and  no  one  saw  it 
foU.  Tltey  ran  and  searched  about ;  but,  nolwilhsunding  all  the  care  and  dili- 
gence of  the  surrounding  people  and  of  Prince  Ahmed  himself,  the  arrow  could 
nowhere,  either  far  or  near,  be  discovered.  Although  it  was  most  probable  that 
this  arrow  had  been  shn:  to  a  greater  distance,  and  that  he  in  consciiuence 
dcs«r\-ed  the  hand  of  ilie  princess,  yet,  as  it  was  quite  necessary  for  the  arrow  to 
be  found  to  render  that  fact  quite  certain,  not withs land mg  every  remonstrance 
he  could  use  with  the  sultan,  the  latter  did  not  hesitate  to  determine  in  favour  of 
Prince  Ali.  He  therefore  gave  orders  to  liave  the  preparations  made  to  celebrate 
the  nuptials,  which  were  solemnized  in  a  few  days  with  the  greatest  magnificence. 

Prince  Houssain  did  not  honour  the  festivities  with  his  presence.  As  his  affec- 
tion for  the  princess  was  very  sincere  and  strong,  he  had  nut  sufficient  fortitude 
of  tnind  to  hear  patienUy  the  mortification  nf  beholding  the  object  of  his  love  in 
the  arms  of  Prince  Alt,  who,  as  he  thought,  did  not  deserve  her  more,  as  his  afTec* 
tion  for  her  was  not  more  perfect  llian  his  on-n.  Ilis  displeasure  and  diuppoint- 
meni  were,  on  the  contrary,  so  great  that  he  abandoned  the  court,  rcnounred  his 
right  to  the  throne,  assumed  the  habit  of  a  dcrvise,  and  put  himself  under  the 
d^cctiun  of  a  very  famous  scheikh,  who  then  cnjoved  the  highest  reputation  on 
account  of  his  exemplary  mode  of  life,  and  who  haa  established  his  own  residence 
and  that  of  his  numerous  disciples  in  a  pleasant  solitude. 

Prince  Ahmed,  ;ictuiited  by  the  same  mniivc  as  his  brother  Houssain,  did  not 
assist  at  the  nuptials  of  Prince  All  and  the  Princess  Nourounnihar  ;  but  he  did 
not,  like  him,  renounce  the  world.  As  he  could  not  comprehend  how  tbe  arrow 
<rfaich  be  had  shot  could  ha\e  thus  become,  as  it  were,  invisible^  lie  left  tus  at- 
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tendants,  and  resolved  to  go  and  search  so  carefully  for  it  that  he  should  M  lata 
have  nothing  to  reproach  himself  with.  He  went,  tliereforc,  to  the  spot  where  the 
arrows  of  I'rinces  Hou^satn  and  All  had  been  found.  From  this  plucc  he  walked 
on  straight  forward,  looking  both  to  the  right  and  left  as  he  went  aJnng.  He  at 
hist  found  that  he  had  got  to  so  great  a  dislancc  without  discovering  whit  he  uu 
in  search  of,  that  he  thought  he  was  now  giving  himself  only  a  useless  trouble. 
Led  on,  however,  almost  in  spiic  of  htnisdf,  he  kept  foUonring  the  same  dircctioo 
till  some  very  elevated  rock?i  obliged  htm  to  mm  on  one  side  if  he  wished  to  pro- 
ceed. These  rocks,  which  were  very  steep,  were  situated  iit  a  barren  pUoc,  about 
four  leagues  from  the  place  whence  he  had  set  out. 

In  appruachmg  these  rocks  the  pnncc  obiierA'cd  an  orrov.  He  toolt  1|  up, 
examined  it,  and  was  in  the  utmost  astonishment  at  discovering  it  to  be  tbe  very 
Kune  lliat  he  had  shot.  **  It  certainly  i>  tlie  same,"  he  exclaimed  :  **  but  nciiber 
I  nor  any  other  mortal  could  possibly  have  strength  to  send  it  to  such  a  distance.* 
And  as  he  kid  found  the  arrow  lying  llat  on  the  yroiind,  not  stuck  in  by  its  pomi, 
he  conjectured  also  that  it  must  have  struck  ag-iinst  the  t-  'r  -v'  '  ■  '  thus  re- 
bounded a  little  way  back.  "There  must  be,"he added,  "soiu  '.enous 

in  so  extraordinary' a  circumstance,  .ind  this  mysterj'  may  -^  in,-.^ 

Fortune,  perhaps,  in  havmg  afflicted  me  by  depriving  mc  of  the  ;■  f 

what  I  liiouglu  would  have  formed  the  happiness  of  my  life,  has  sui_._  „.i_L=r 
blessing  in  store  for  me." 

Mc*jitating  upon  this  subject,  he  entered  into  a  hollow  part  of  the  rocks,  whkh 
by  ihcir  frc<|ucnt  projections  formed  numerous  excavations  of  ■ 
he  cast  his  eyes  from  one  part  to  another,  he  observed  an  *rr"' 
no  appearance  nf  an  ojiening-     He  fe.iretl  it  might  be  fa'-r 
against  it  he  found  it  opened  inwards, and  he  sawagenflc  > 
by  which  he  descendea  with  the  arrow  in  his  hand.     He  rijim  jlly  tunicttuiDJ 
that  he  should  be  in  perfect  darkness  ;  but  he  was  iinmedimely  snrrDunaed  by  a 
light,  totally  different  from  that  he  had  left ;  andoncntcriEi"  '  "Joiuafien- 

ing  at  the  distance  of  fifty  or  sixty  paces,  he  [lerceived  a  ■.  palact^  lie 

beautiful  style  of  which  he  had  not  now  lime  lo-idmire,  for  ^i  i.  '^t*: 

lady  of  most  incomparalile  beauty  and  majestic  air,  .idomed  ttitli 
and  most  x'aluable  jewels,  but  which  were  not  at  all  necnsary  u-.-  umv-iOK 
n-ttural  charms,  advanced  to  the  vestibule,  accompanied  by  a  band  of 
among  which  he  could  easily  distinguish  her  as  their  mistress. 

Frincc  Ahmed  had  no  sooner  ■:tbser\'cd  the  lady  than  he  hastened  la  jfo 
pay  his  respects  to  her  ;  while  the  lady,  on  her  part,  who  saw  him  cusnitigb 
vented  him,  by  first  addressing  these  words  to  him,  in  an  devatcd  tone  rf 
•*  Approach,  Prince  Ahmed  ;  you  arc  welcome." 

The  prince  was  much  surjirisetl  at  hearing  his  own  name  in.  vlktdl 

be  himself  had  not  the  least  knowledge,  although  it  was  so  neat  '  1  irf  bii 

father,  and  he  could  not  comprehend  how  he  coiiM  he  known  to  a  L«i>  ot  wtioa 
he  was  entirely  ignorant  He  accosted  her  by  first  throwing  b[tn:tclf  ai  hcf  fc« ; 
and  when  he  arose,"  Madam,"  he  replied,"  I  cannot  but  return  you  many  thaaka, 
an  my  arrival  in  a  place  where  I  was  afraid  that  my  ciinositv  VmI  traprudcnlh 
.  led  mc  to  pcnctrat*  too  far.  for  the  assurance  >*ou  ha\ '  '   ■ '.  I  am  w«^ 

!  Come.    liut,  madam,  may  1  be  permitted  to  ask,  wi ,  .y  of  itn  Ifr 

dvility,  how  it  has  happened  that  1  am  not.  as  I  '  m  ywwfU, 

iknown  to  you,  while  I  myscJf  have  not  till  \'"  kno«)e4p 

■you, although  you  reside  so  near?"  *'  Prince.'  ici-inii  mc  Uu^.  tvt  os  fint(»^ 
into  the  saloon :  1  can  then  answer  your  question  when  we  arc  both  txKxe  at  our 
case." 

She  had  no  sf>oner  said  this  than  she  led  the  way  mto  ihc  elIooh,  And  Prion 
Ahmed  followed  her.  Thi?  room  w.-is  of  most  singular  structure,  and  ih*  txvI) 
of  the  dome  was  decorated  with  gold  and  ."uurc,  which,  witb  tbe  nMStnahk 
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value  of  tlie  furnit 
could  not  licl|)  cx) 


I  iltocetlier  soncwandKnuidasi^ht.tbai  the  prince 
admiralion  by  e-\*:laimir>g  that  he  liail  never  bchchl 


9Ui)rthini;  simiUr,  .iiu'.     'kihI  conceive  nothing  that  could  at  all  cuual  it.     "I 
nevertheless  assure  you,'  rcphcd  the  bdy,  *'  (hat  this  saWn  1$  the  least  wonU 
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seeing  in  my  whole  p.ntitcc.  as  you  will  yourself  own  when  I  shall  liavc  iht    „ 
you  all  ihc  apartments."     She  went  to  llic-upper  end  .md  >.il  dt>«  n  on  a  sof^ 
and  when  Ahmed  had  taken  his  place  by  her  side  at  her  (viitirubr  r<qu< 
•'  Prince,''  said  she,  "  you  say  that  yau  arc  surnriscd  ih.ll  J  should  knuw  -who  t 
arc,  although  you  are  not  at  all  acquainied  with  me  ;  but  >o»r  surpriie  wi* 
when  i  inform  you  who  1  am.     You  are  doubdess  not  ignorant  ot'a  thinj 
votir  religion  teaches  you,  which  is,  that  the  world  is  inhabited  by  (^cnii 
as  mortals.     I  am  the  dau>;htcr  of  one  of  these  t;cnii,  who  is  the  mo!ii 
and  distinguished  of  his  race,  and  my  name  is  Pari-Banou.     You  \\\\\.  '. 
lay  aside  your  astonisluiieni  at  tindin^  me  acquainted  with  your 
that  of  the  sultan  your  father,  the  princes  your  bmthers,  and  %:• 
rounnihar.    I  am  acquainted  with  your  alfcction  for  her,  and  .ilsoHiih  jnur  ; 
of  which  I  ran  inform  you  of  all  the  circumstances,  since  I  caused  the  i  ^ 
apple,  which  you  bou)::ht  at  Samarcand,  to  be  exposed  for  sale,  as  well  a« 
carpet  of  Prince  Houssainai  IIisnagar,and  the  ivor\' tube  of  Pnnrc.^llat  Sthi 
'I'his  is  sufficient  to  inform  you  that  I  am  ignorant  uf  nothing  that  roUteit  to  vf 
Let  me  only  add  one  thing  more,  and  that  is,  th:tt  you  ^ecm  to  mv  to  be  wc 
of  a  belter  fate  than  tube  united  to  the  Princess  .Nourounniliar  ;  :uid  in 
that  you  should  porsuc  that  plan,  as  I  wa^  present  when  you  shot  the  arrTrw  y\ 
now  nave  in  your  hand,  and  as  I  saw  that  it  would  not  go  cv-pr  '-■'  •--*  ~ 
Hitussain's,  I  seized  it  in  the  air,.-md  gave  it  sufficient  velocity  : 

the  rocks,  near  which  you  found  it.     It  will  now  only  depend  i., 

lake  advantage  of  the  opportunity  which  presents  iisdf  for  you  to  become 
more  happy."' 

As  the  fairi*  Pari-Banoo  pronounced  these  last  words  in  a 
voice,  and  cast  a  tender  yet  modest  look  upon  Prince  Alimcd,  ii' 
instantly  fixed  her  eyes  on  the  ground,  the  prince  had  no  difiVulij  m  n 
hcnding  the  sort  of  happiness  she  meanL     He  rcHected  that  the   Pnaci 
Nourounniliar  could  never  be  his,  and  tlial  the  fairy  Pari-Uanou  inhnitdy  mT' 
passed  her  as  much  in  beauty  and  powers  of  attraction,. is  in  the  imalitics  tMsaod 
and  immensity  of  riches,  at  least  as  far  as  he  could  jud^c  fmm  the  ma^ 
of  the  p.ilacc  where  he  was  ;  and  he  blessed  the  mrjment  tluii  ihe  idra 
asecond  timetolook  for  his  arrow  had  struck  him, and  in  '  '  '    1  CW 

inclin.'ition  which  seemed  to  diaw him  towards  the  ficfh  o!. 
his  heart.     **  If  I  might,  mad.im,"  he  replied,  '■become  your  -i.. 

Kiwcr  of  contemplating  and  admiring  so  many  charms  for  the  • 
e,  I  should  be  tlie  happiest  of  mortals.    J'ardun  my  buldncj>3  lu  mliki 
a  request,  and  do  not,  in  refusing  it.  disdain  to  admit  a  prince  who  ti 
devoted  lo  you  within  the  circle  of  your  court." 

"  I  have  been,  prince,"  answered  the  fairy,"  for  a  long  time  inistresfof  my  o«a 
wishes  and  anions,  through  the  kind  consent  of  my  parents.     Il-A  i:  i-.  m.:  .n  i 
slave  that  I  wish  to  admit  >ou  into  my  court,  but  .as  the  master    : 
<vcr>ihing  that  belongs  to  me  ;  and  in  pledging  your  faith  to  :ii 
me  as  yoor  wife,  everything  will  become  mutually  our  own.    I  tru*:  i  i 
not  form  a  bad  opinion  of  me  from  my  m.aking  this  offer.     I  h.ivr 
you  that  I  am  mistress  of  my  actions  ;  and  1  must  novr  sKld  ' 
amung  fairies  is  not  Uie  same  as  with  women  tow^ds  men  :  i-  ■ 
any  advances,  and  would  esteem  it  a  disgrace  lu  do  so;  but  osfur  a>,wccu - 
that  (hey  arc  obliged  to  us," 

Prince  Ahmed  ni,ide  no  answer  to  this  speech  :  penetrated  ^^    ' 
thought  he  could  not  show  it  better  than  by  attempting  to  ki-  >  :i.-. 

rttbc.     But  the  faii>>-  did  not  give  him  time  ;  ^he  presrni<  l'  ' 
he  impressed  a  fervent  kiss.     *'  Prince  Ahmed,'"  s.-iid  the  : 
"will  you  not  now  pledge  your  faith  to  me,  as  I  do  mint  m-j^i.  niii.i     r, 
**  Ah !  madam  "  exclaimed  he,  overcome  with  exccu  of  joy^ "  bow  can  i  do 
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wise — what  can  delight  me  mare?  Yes,  my  sulLnno,  my  queen,  I  ^ve  up  my 
whole  heart  to  you  without  the  lea&t  reserve."  "Then,"  replied  J'ari-Banou, 
"  yCAi  arc  my  husband,  and  I  am  now  wholly  yours.  Marriages  with  us  arc  con" 
traded  niihnoaihcr  ceremonies,  >-ct  they  nre  more  lasting  and  more  mdissoluble 
than  amnngst  men,  notiAithst^inding  all  the  forms  the)*  make  use  of.  In  tlie 
meantime,"  continued  the  fairy,  "  while  they  are  making  the  festive  preparations 
fur  our  nuptiaU  this  evening,  as  you  seem  to  have  taken  nothing  to-day,  they 
shall  bring  us  a  slight  repast,  and  I  will  then  take  you  to  see  the  diflt-rcnc  apart- 
ments of  my  palace,  and  you  shall  judge  whether  it  be  Dot  true,  as  I  hjive  before 
said,  that  this  saloon  is  one  of  the  least  beautifuL" 

Some  of  the  attendants  who  had  been  in  the  saloon  with  her,  and  underatood 
the  intention  of  their  mistress,  went  out,  and  in  a  short  time  after  ihey  brought 
in  seveol  dishes  and  some  excellent  wine. 

When  I*nncc  Ahmed  had  eaten  and  drunk  as  much  as  he  wished.  F'ari-Banou 
ltd  him  thruu}jh  iUI  the  diflferent  apartments,  where  he  beheld  diamonds,  rubies, 
emeralds,  and  ever)'  sort  of  ptecious  stone,  mixed  witli  pcarb,  a^ate,  jasper, 
porphyry,  .ind  all  the  v.irieties  of  ihc  most  valuable  maible,  besides  funiiturc  of 
various  descriptions  and  of  Inestimable  value.  All  these  rich  materials  were 
employed  in  so  profuse  a  manner  tli:il,  so  far  from  having  ever  seen  anything 
that  resembled  it,  the  prince  candidly  acknowledged  to  the  fairy  that  nothing  in 
the  whole  n-orld  could  equal  it.  "  If,  prince,"  said  I'ari-Banou, "  you  are  so 
delighted  with  my  palace,  which,  1  own,  possesses  great  beauties,  what  would 
you  think  of  the  palaces  belonging  to  the  chief  of  the  genii,  which  are  still  more 
rich,  spacious,  and  magnificent?  I  must  also  take  you  to  admire  the  beauty  of 
my  garden  ;  but  that  shall  serve  for  another  time.  Night  approaches,  and  it  \\ 
time  to  sit  dn»-n  to  table/' 

T!ic  hall  into  which  ihc  fair>-  and  Trincc  Ahmed  went,  and  where  the  ublc 
was  set  out.  was  the  last  ap;irtmcnt  that  remained  for  him  to  see  ;  and  be  found 
it  not  in  the  least  inferior  lo  .ill  the  others  he  had  beheld.  He  uias  mudi  struck, 
on  entering,  with  an  immense  number  of  lights,  all  perfumed  with  amber,  and 
Ihey  were  arranged  with  »>  much  symmetry,  tliat  it  was  a  pleauirc  to  look  at 
them,  from  the  total  absence  of  e%'er>'thin^  like  confusion.  He  .^dmire^l  also  the 
large  sideboard,  covered  with  golden  vases  and  other  vessels,  the  workmanship 
of  which  rendered  them  still  more  valuable.  Seixral  groups  of  females,  all 
superbly  dressed  and  of  ^^rcat  beauty,  began  a  concert  of  vocal  and  instnuncnial 
music,  the  most  harmonious  ever  heard.  They  sat  down,  and  l-'ari-Baoou  whs 
very  attentive  in  helping  Prince  Ahmed  to  the  most  dchcate  things,  alt  of  which 
she  named  to  him  as  she  requested  him  to  taste  them  ;  and  as  they  consisted  o£ 
what  the  prince  had  never  before  met  with,  he  gave  them  all  the  praise  they 
diaerved,  .ind  said  th,it  the  present  feast  surpassed  all  he  had  ever  jMrlaken  of 
among  monals.  He  spoke  in  the  same  terms  of  the  excellenrc  of  the  wines, 
which  bnlh  he  and  the  fairy  bcg.in  to  drink,  when  the  dessert  was  ser\'ed,  which 
consisted  of  fruits,  sweetmeats,  and  other  things  well  suited  to  ^\z  a  better 
flavour  to  the  wine. 

When  ilie  dessert  was  finished,  I'ari-Banou  and  Prince  Ahmed  rose  from  the 
table,  which  wa^  instantly  removed,  and  seated  themselves  more  at  their  eaie, 
on  a  ^A  funiishi--d  with  cushions  of  nch  silk  stuff,  delicately  erabroidcted  wiOi 
large  flowers  in  various  colours.  At  this  instant  a  great  many  genii  and  fairicv 
entered  the  hall,  and  began  a  most  surprising  dance,  which  ihey  continued  liU 
the  fairy  and  ihc  prince  rose.  The  genii  and  f.iincs  still  continued  to  dance,  then 
went  out  of  the  hall,  and  preceded  the  new^mamcd  pair,  until  ihey  came  to  the 
dour  of  the  chamber  where  the  nupli.-*!  bed  was  prepared.  W  hen  thry  were 
arrived  there,  ttiev  ranged  themselves  in  tw*o  ranks,  to  let  the  prince  .intl  (airy 
paw  on  :  tlie\'  then  retired,  and  left  them  at  liberty  lo  go  to  rest. 

IIk  festive  rejoicings  of  this  marriage  continued  for  »everai  days,  and  Pari- 
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Qanou  found  no  difficulty  in  divcRifWng  the  eniertainnwnts  by  fr-''-  •.'"-r»tw« 
and  fresh  dishes,  concerts  and  frciih  dances,  witli  a  v-nricty  ui  ,  aH  an 

uncommpn.lhnl  Prince  Ahmed  wuuld  never  have  brcnablccvi::! _  •Jaoa^ 

of  them  while  livini?  with  morl^Is,  hdd  his  life  lasted  .1  thousaml  ycare^ 

It  was  the  inienlionof  llic  fairy  not  only  to  give  llic  nrincc  the  5.tcrii'r«t  praofi 
of  the  sincerity  and  excess  of  her  love,  but  she  wishcu  him  al  .ic  tfati 

there  was  nothing  at  the  court  of  the  sultan  his  f.ithcr.  nor  .nn;  ;>«:,  ikat 

could  tie  put  into  competition  with  what  was  to  be  found  with  het,  m>t  Ui  tnentke 
her  own  beauty  and  charms,  and  also  that  he  would  tind  nothm-^  ''<tmpAntble  I* 
the  happiness  he  would  enjoy  with  her,  in  order  that  he  might   ■ "  '«|(c0- 

lirely  to  her.  and  never  form  a  wish  lo  leave  her.    She  compk :  -<M  m 

her  tnieniions  :  the  atfcainn  of  Prince  Ahmed  did  not  dimmish  by  Uic  poMB- 
sion  of  the  object ;  it  increased,  indeed,  to  thai  degree  that  it  M-as  na  Inafcm 
his  own  power  to  control  his  love,  even  if  he  had  resolved  tu  '- ' 

At  tlic  end  of  six  inonihs,  the  prince,  ^vho  had  always  felt  a  ;.  rd  »»A 

respect  for  the  sultan  his  father,  conceived  a  strong  desire  to  c  ioici- 

ligence  of  him  ;  and  as  he  could  not  satisfy  his  anxiety  but  !■■  fitnaa 

to  obtain  the  information  he  wished,  he  spoke  to  PariOtannu  it  '-ct.Bad 

requested  her  leave  to  put  it  in  execution.    This  speech  much  .1  >e&tiy. 

who  feared  it  might  only  be  a  pretence  for  abandoning  her.    '■  1:.  .he  laiA 

(ohim,"have  I  j^iven  >-ou  cause  for  discontent. that  you  request  thii  pcrnunMn' 
Is  it  possible  that  you  have  forgotten  th.ii  you  have  pledged  \ni:r  fAiihCDDK. 
nnd  that  you  now  no  longer  love  me,  who  am  still  so  p.;  axt*ched  » 

you?     You  ought  to  be  convinced  of  my  love  by  the  pn»i:     .  :    ccMC  fivK 

giving  yoiL" 

"  1  am,  my  queen,"  replied  Prince  Ahmed,  **  completelv  con\-inccd  of  ygm 
alTection,  of  which  I  should  be  most  unworthy,  did  1  not  show  my  f;T3tiuidB  fay 
a  lore  eoually  ardent  If  you  are  otfcndcd  at  my  request.  1  bcs  you  will  pairiM 
me  ;  ana  there  is  no  reparation  I  am  not  u-ilting  lo  make.  Yet  1  Yixv^  wrty 
done  nothing  that  ought  to  displease  you,  for  I  have  only  been  guidcl  in  ii  frva 
my  respect  for  the  sultan  mv  father,  whom  I  should  wish  to  rcli'-  '  .  ihc  M« 
he  must  feel  b)-  my  long  absence.    And  his  affliction  is  the  ■;■■  I  haws 

reason  to  believe  that  he  supposes  me  dead.  But  since  you  do  rt«;  a-nuiein  ■ 
my  affording  him  this  consolation.  I  will  act  as  you  wish  ;  for  there  Ik  DOthiBI  ■■ 
this  world  I  am  not  ready  to  do  to  oblige  you." 

Prmce  Ahmed,  who  did  not  dissemble,  and  who  lovrd  Pari<n&nou  in  Idt  Immc 
as  perfectly  as  he  had  assured  her  by  his  words,  cea&ed  fmm  ur^nj;  his  rcqaOK, 
iind  the  fairy  showed  how  satislicd  she  was  with  his  submissum.  Nrwnhrlni. 
as  he  could  not  entirely  abandun  the  design  he  had  I'nrmed.  hcafi"!-'  n-.!  w  (^.nicn-: 
times  to  converse  about  the  amiable  and  excellent  qualities  il' 
possessed,  and  espcfially  the  marks  of  affection  he  had  shnv* 
particular.     He  did  this  with  the  hope  that  she  would  at  last  )irl(1  to  hts  vnfaa. 

Indeed,  Prince  .Ahmed  judged  rightly  of  the  sultan  his  father,  fur  in  the  mifln: 
of  all  the  rejoicings  on  account  of  the  nuptials  of  Prince  Ah  and  the  Pn**«» 
Nourounnihar,  he  was  most  sensibly  afflicted  at  the  absctK«  of  his  t«ro  vhh.  1( 
was  not  long  before  he  was  informed  of  the  plan  Prince  Hmissain  ha<t  talKB  •* 
abandon  the  worid.and  of  the  place  he  had  chosen  for  hit>  retreat.  Like  a  fval 
father  who  made  a  part  of  his  happiness  consist  in  the  society  uf  hi«  own  chiUm. 
particularly  when  they  were  worthy  of  his  affection,  he  had  much  rcithcT  thc^  k^ 
remained  at  ctiurt.  and  attached  themselves  to  his  person.  As  he  roulrf  ai^ 
however,  disappmve  of  the  choice  he  h.id  made  in  endeavouring  to  make  haoidi 
better  and  more  holv,  he  bore  his  ahi»ence  nith  fortitude.  He  made  alto  evcrr 
possible  inquiry  after  Prince  Ahmed  :  he  sent  couriers  mto  all  the  pcofitKO'* 
fiis  dominions,  with  orders  to  the  governors  to  detain  him,  and  oliUxe  hin  v 
fCtum  to  his  co\m ;  but.  aVV  \v\%  cwt-s.  ^tre  useless,  as  be  had  not  ihe  succcm  U 
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hoped  fur.  Ilis  nfflirdun,  Ixiuvvcr,  iti'itc.Kl  of  lesscnin;;,  tl.iily  inrrciscd.  lie 
ofcL-n  cuiivcrsfd  dii  the  sulnci  t  with  hi>>);rAml  m^iit.  "  \'ificr."  he  would  s.iy, "  yuu 
knt>»-  th:tt  (if  .ill  the  prince-.  Ahmed  i>  the  une  whom  I  li>vc  tlic  in(i-.i  ti-tidcrly, 
and  viiu  .ire  net  i;;iutr.mi  nt  the  means  1  luvc  i.ikcn  tuen(lc.i\i>!ir  tiKh^rover  him, 
but  wittioiit  si:i'i  e->3.  The  iiiitery  I  feel  i>  ^<>  strun;;  tli.'ii  1  ■>li.ill  .it  length  »ink 
under  it  if  \i>ii  Xv.wv  not  ■  uiiii>.ii^iun  upon  me.  If  >uu  h.i\e  -iny  intcreMt  in  my 
prc>er\';itii>ii,  I  funjuie  >i'ii  tu  assiit  me  "ith  \nur  ;idviic." 

The  j^r.ind  ^i/icr  w.i:*  not  It-s-.  att.uhcd  ti)  the  iK-r-im  of  Ll^  suvereijin  than 
zc.ilous  [ij  .ici|uit  liinisclf  uith  hunoiir  in  hit  .i<li.iini>ti.itii>n  <if  tlic  piihhi:  athiirs 
of  the  stite  :  .ind  in  rclleitiiiK  tifxin  llie  ditu-rLiit  methods  hy  \\\\v.  \\  he  endea- 
voured to  lesTicn  tlic  .it'tlit  thin  of  liii  m.i>tL-r.  ho  n-mcmU-red  ti>  li.ue  liiMrd  M>inc 
cxtraordm.try  acL'i)unt>  of  .1  celehr.ited  em  h.intir»-<.  He  piopo^L-d.  therefure,  lo 
the  sultan  to  bend  for  ami  run-idt  her.  I'lie  -ull;in  tiin->entcd.  and  the  ^rand 
vizier,  after  imniirin;;  wliere  she  w.is  to  be  found.  ljrou>;hl  hir  wiili  him. 

The  sult.m  addrested  ihe  eiuhantrei-^  .i->  foli.itc  ;  "  The  atdicrum  1  h.ivc  ijccn 
in  since  the  nupti.ds  of  my  ion,  I'rim:!-  .\h,  nilli  the  I'nnt  *.--■<  Nuurouiinihar,  on 
account  of  the  ahscme  ot  j'rime  .-Vliineil.  is  so  public  and  well  known  tli.it  yuu, 
without  duuljt,  arc  not  i^-niTant  of  it.  Can  >ou.  then,  by  >oiir  skdl  m  nia^ic, 
infunii  mc  wli.it  is  bi-conie  of  him  r  whether  he  lie  slill  aluc.''  where  he  i».'  what 
he  is  doin;; .'  .md  whethi-r  I  in.iy  e\er  e\|K'Ct  to  ^-c  limi  a;;.iin:'*  In  order  to 
nnswer  all  I  he  question  3  of  the  !iidt.in,ilic  eniih.intress  rephed,  "  Howc%'er  skilful, 
sire.  I  n).iy  Itc  in  my  profe-<M<in.  it  is  nL-\erthelcbS  ini|Hi->sible  for  mc  to  s-ilibfy 
yuur  m.ijesty  inuiicdt.iteh  ii|M)n  the  subie*  i  of  \our  int|uitii--  ;  bin  if  you  uill  allow 
mc  till  lo-niomw,  I  will \;ive  your  in.ije-iy  .in  .in-wer."  Tlie  skili-in  ^i.mted  her 
thi»  delay,  and  diMiiis'.ed  her  with  the  protnise  of  rci'oin|>en>in;;  her  \ery  hand* 
sonicty  if  her  .ins»cr  w.i-.  .it  all  adequate  !•■  Iiis  wishe-. 

The  en>;h.inirc>s  returned  the  ne\l  nioniin^,  .ind  the  ;;r.ind  \\i\ct  a;;ain  pre- 
icntetl  her  to  the  siilt.in.  "  Notwith-.(.indm„'  .til  ilie  ilili;;en' e  I  h.ive  exerted," 
uid  the  en(  hantre-s,  .ultlressin^  hersi  If  to  the  sjltan."a'  iMrdin^  !<•  the  rules  of 
my  an,  in  emle.ttouiint;  to  <  uiuply  with  your  in.iicsts's  wi^hi's,  1  have  only  been 
able  to  di>«  ri\cr  one  thin;;,  and  that  i>,  th.it  I'riiirc  Ahmed  \-  not  dead.  Of  this 
fact  your  liMJest>  iii.iy  re-I  a-outeil.  lint  I  li.iw  l>een  un.d'le  to  tir.d  out  in  what 
pl.ire  he  i^. "  I  Ik-  Sidi.in  of  Indi.i  u.is  oMi^i  d  to  be  s.iii.ried  ^*itb  thi-  ,Lnswcr, 
whiLli  left  liitii  m-.irlv  111  :1il-  >.iine  ili'ircssii:,;  --iM.k'.i-.Ti  it.?{ici.tin,^  the  fate  of  his 
son  aa  he  w.is  Itetore. 

Let  Us  niiw  nliirn  to  I'ilti'i"  .\hiiied.  Me  si  tit'i^imdy  furncd  the  conversa- 
tion he  h.id  wi'.h  the  f.iir>  lo.t.iid-.  the  suit  im  liis  i.ither.  though  without  a^ain 
menlioniii,;  the  ili-siic  he  fill  t'l  -te  Iilin,  ili.it  iliis  very  forlK:.ir.in(  e  nude  her 
comprelieml  hi->  di-^:^n.  A"  -he  )M-;r  L-ived,  iIh  rci'orc.  that  he  n-fr  cned  from  it 
fnmi  [he  ff.ir  In-  li.id  uf  dis|iU.iMTi^  her,.it;(-r  ".In-  n  tiis,il  he  h.id  luf'-ie  met  with, 
she  I'om  tiidcd  th.ii  111*  love  l"i  her.  uf  uh:i.ii  he  i!.d  not  hm^  fiot:i  ^^v.n^  her 
cverv  |)"-ii''tle  in.iik,  wa'i  ^c^^  -ii'.CL-rr  :  .ii:d  ilii  :i.  i.:d^iii^'  \\\  liit  i>-aii  tn  !in^i  of 
the  in;  u -1 11  e  -In'  d^pi.t;,  1  d  ;ri  !!:i;^  M>leii:Iv  i-i-po-.ti;;  !lic-  ii.iMr.il  .!!;■  ■  •  -n  ••f  a 
son  fir  111-,  t.i!ri'  I.  .imt  in  wish;;i^  h.iii  \"  .\\.:\\\\.\  i!c  -n  ii-ii^iril  ■''  >\  -■  !tii;.i'ile  a 
•icniiiin.-;i;,  *hi-  re-'i^td  tu  ^'i.in:  \»  li.it  -he  t,"i;M  lu^;  b;i:  [•■  ■■  1  -.  r  he  -  ■  i:di.':iily 
fltsiiid. 

>hc  oiii-  d,i\.  thi  ri'f'.jc.  s.i.il  ;,i  liiui.  ""  "I  hi-  [K,T!ii>-ion.  \>\:\v  e.  \ih;  !i  ■.  -u  re- 
iiucsletl  ■■!  me  fi  .;■'  .i::«!  '■  e  >ii-.;i  l.itln  :,  .iCnidtil  me  ri-.i^dii-ili't*  ;;rii:;nds  t'-  fear 
th.it  It  -.^.i*  •I'll  .1  1:1  Ilk  "I  )>  ::r  i:ii  oii-.:.i;i  \,  ,ir:d  a  prelcM  to  .i''i.iiid<  <n  me  .  and 
I  h.td  ii->  '>'.h(-r  i:)iit;\i-  ih.iii  wh.il  .in'-e  l;.iiii  this  <  iri  ii:i'.^:,in<  e  \w  retui.i.^  vour 
m,  .<-s;  ;  li  :i  .1,  I  ,i;)i  ruw  .i-.  fi:ll\  <  -inv:n>  ed  In 'in  >t>:'r  .r  ;'.iii;s  .1-  Irrtm  ^.i.^r  pro- 
les:.i!;..n>  ih.tl  1  i  .(II  nil  ii(H':i  \.'iir  I  i.n-l.iiii  \..iiiil  v.\t>'\\  liie  -trcn^'iii  .iikI  frr\i»ur 
of  viii:r  .itle-  ::•■!;,  I  Ii.i\c  >  h.i'i^iiL  iin  op;iiii.ii,  .ind  ^[.iiit  \<<ii  \\\v  |H-i:.i.'<*iiin  vuU 
foniK  ;h  ir<|ii<  -;i.i!,  Imt  it  i:t  :-:  netL-rihelc-s  l-*-  iifnin  ti'ii'>  i'"nil,:.<<n  tli.il  yuu 
fifbt  promiM:  nie  jour  absence  shall  not  be  long,  but  that  yuu  vtiil  return  vciy 
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Banou  found  nodifficulty  in  diversifying  the  entertain""-"''- '"  fr^^t,  |« 
and  fresh  dishes,  concerts  .md  fre^h  dnnres,  with  <  .tck>i,4llie 

uncommon,  th.1t  Prince  Ahmed  would  never  have  hv  \  : -itne  llwqEb 

of  them  while  living  vnih  monals,  had  his  Ufe  lasted  a  ihi  irfc. 

It  was  the  inlcniionof  the  f.iir>-n(il  only  to  give  the  prin'  njje«  piwfa 

of  the  sincerity  and  excess  of  her  love,  hut  she  wished  him  niso  to  uippowdH 
there  wns  nothing  at  the  court  of  the  sultan  his  father,  nor  anywhen:  elM,dw 
could  be  put  into  competition  with  what  was  to  be  found  Mnlh  her.  n[>i  to  mrana 
her  own  beamy  .ind  charms,  and  also  that  he  would  nnd  n'-^ihin.'  rrnnpar^ite i> 
the  happiness  he  would  enjoy  with  her,  in  order  that  he  tn:   '  i  hmiMtfCB* 

tirely  to  her,  and  never  form  a  wish  to  leave  her.     She  C"i  •iceec^ei  m 

her  intentions  ;  the  affection  of  Prince  Ahmed  did  not  lin  '       poMt*- 

sion  of  the  object ;  it  increased,  indeed^  to  thai  dc-grce  i^  rtfcf  ■ 

his  own  power  In  control  his  love,  even  if  he  had  resolved  \<<  < 

At  the  end  of  six  month*>,  the  prince,  who  had  .ilways  felt  a  :  rd  ni 

respect  for  the  sultan  his  father,  conceived  a  strong  dtsire  to  1  t  aaB- 

ligence  of  him  ;  and  as  he  could  not  satisfy  his  anxiety  bat  h  panv 

10  obtain  the  information  he  wished,  he  spoke  to  I'an-Uanou  or.  i.,^  j.....>cct,aa< 
rrtiuested  her  leave  to  put  it  in  execution.  This  speech  much  aUrmed  ikv  wi^, 
who  feared  it  might  only  be  a  pretence  for  abandonmg  her.  *•  In  »  1;^: ."^S*  uii 
tohim,"  have  I  given  you  tau-io  for  discontent,  that  you  reques- 
Is  it  possible  th.it  \-ou  have  forgotten  that  you  have  pledged  ; 
and  that  you  now  no  longer  love  me,  who  am  sttU  so  passionaiciy  attached  ■ 
you  ?  You  ought  to  be  convinced  of  my  love  by  the  proofs  I  ncv«r  cvaic  Cna 
giving  you." 

**I  am,  my  c|ucen,"  replied  Prince  Ahmed,  "complcidy  convuicnl  ofna 
nffcction,  of  which  1  should  be  most  unworthy,  did  I  not  show  my  gratlOM  bw 
a  love  CQually  .irdcnt.  If  you  arc  olTcndcd  at  my  request,  I  beg  you  wfll  pute 
me;  ana  there  is  no  reparation  I  am  not  willing  to  make.  \trl  [  havr  UHiit 
done  nothing  that  ought  to  displease  vou,  for  I  have  only  been  f;uirird  m  it  tarn 
my  respect  for  the  sultan  my  father,  wtjom  I  shrmld  wiUi  to  rcl  -."he  pt* 

he  must  feci  by  my  long  absence.     And  his  affliction  is  the  -  .1  tit«t 

reason  to  believe  that  he  supposes  me  dead.  Uut  since  )-ou  d«  n<>i  .tiquxn* 
my  affording  him  this  consolation,  I  will  act  as  you  wish  ;  for  there  is  aedaa^a 
this  world  I  am  not  ready  to  do  to  oblige  you." 

Prince  Ahmed,  who  did  not  dissemble,  and  who  loved  Pari-Banoo  in  bn  loR 
as  perfectly  as  he  had  assured  her  by  his  worIs.  ceased  ff-"  nr  .,n-  v.  ^  r»-<T— ^ 
ana  the  fairy  showed  how  satisfied  she  was  with  his  subn 

ashecould  not  entirelyabandon  thedesign  hehad  formed,  ___ 

limes  to  converse  about  the  amiable  .nnd  excellent  quahtics  the  .^uktan  oi  tiAa 
possessed,  and  especially  the  marks  of  affection  he  had  shown  l.t  V  in«-S  >t 
particular.    He  did  this  with  the  hope  that  she  would  at  ! 

Indeed,  Prince  Ahmed  judged  rightly  of  the  sultan  his  i. 
of  all  the  rejoicings  on  account  of  the  nuptials  of  Prince  Ali  .hkI  ibc  i't»M^e» 
Nourounnihar,  he  was  most  sensibly  afflicted  at  the  absence  "f  his  i»n  vivn.  t: 
was  not  long  before  he  was  informed  of  the  plan  Prince  ! '  tiid  uha  » 

abandon  the  world,  and  of  the  place  he  had  chosen  for  hi  Like  a  ff^ 

father  who  made  a  part  of  his  happiness  consist  in  the  sec-  mmrkaklrA 

parlirul.nrly  when  they  were  worthy  of  his  .iffcction.he  ha<i  '.her  tltft  1*4 

remained  at  court,  and  attached  themselves  to  his  prrst-n  /\v  he  mm  ■! 
however,  disapprove  of  the  choice  he  had  m.ide  in  endeavouring  m  make  liarf 
better  and  more  holv,  he  bore  his  absence  uith  fortimdc  He  itutdc  ahonOf 
possible  inquiry-  after  Prince  Ahmed  :  he  sent  couricn  mto  all  ti\c  ptunwaa* 
his  domimotis,  with  orders  to  the  governors  to  detain  him,  and  uUiKC  hiii » 
return  lo  his  couti  -,  Viuv  aV\  Vn  cu%%  >i«^  useless,  as  he  bad  noi  the  •aeeBBk 
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hoped  fur.  His  afflit  tiun.  hciwuvcr.  instc-id  of  Icsscnin;;,  daily  increased.  He 
often  cun^crsedoinlicsulijei  i  with  his  j^rantl  iizit-r.  "\i/ier,' he  wmiUI  s.i>,'">ou 
km-M'  th.it  of  .ill  the  pntuei.  .Ahinctl  i^  tlic  une  ulioiii  1  li>^c  the  nio-i  tL-iidcrly, 
and  vdii  are  nut  ii;nur.miut  lUeintMns  1  liavc  taken  tuende'i^t'>ii't<Mlt-rii\ or  him, 
butwittiir.it  SUI-.  cts.  '1  lit  nii->cr>  I  (eel  i>  mi  sinm;;  that  I  -.liail  .it  length  »ink 
under  it  tf>MU  li.i\(- r<it  1  .iiiiii.i^^iun  upon  niu.  Ifvuii  h.i\e  any  intereitt  in  my 
prcserwiiiiin,  I  i  onjiiie  \i>ii  tu  a»>i>,t  ine  \(ith  \iiiir  .uhiic." 

The  j^riind  \'u'wt  w.is  not  k>'>  attached  t't  the  jHT'iin  nf  \u<  si>vereij;n  than 
zealous  tu  :ict.iuit  liiin^tvlf  with  luimxtr  in  hi->  ai[iiuiif>it.iiii)n  tif  the  jmlthi:  affairs 
of  the  sutc  ;  .mil  iii  rclU-itiiif;  u|M)n  the  dinnint  nu-tliiKli  liy  uhuh  he  endea- 
voured lu  lessen  tl>c  .ifllu  titin  of  hii  niaitei.  In-  n-nieiiilH-ied  !>•  have  lu-ard  some 
extraordinary  accmintt  nf  a  <  elehr.ited  em  liantu-!>o.  Me  pinpu^i-il,  iliercfme,  to 
the  bult.m  tti  tend  fur  and  ■  un--ult  licr.  The  ^ult.in  i  i>ii'<i.-!iii.d.  atuL  the  ^r.inJ 
viiier,  after  ini|iiirin;;  where  ^he  n.ts  to  he  tuviiid,  hnni^lil  her  v^ith  hiin. 

The  bullan  .uldre^ted  llie  tiit-h.iiilK'i'-  .•->  ImHow,  :  '* 'Ihe  altliitmn  I  have  bccn 
in  since  the  nupti.ds  uf  my  tun,  I'rinti-  All,  »ith  llie  I'rime-'  Ntiun-iinnihar,  on 
account  <pf  llie  ab&enie  of  I'ntii  l-  .Vlimc^l.  i<.  ^o  piibliL'  and  well  kn<>\(n  th.il  you, 
wilhoiil  doiiht,  arc  not  ipinmani  of  it.  C.in  ynii,  then,  by  v<>ur  >kill  in  ina^ic^ 
infonn  me  wh.it  ii  becnmeof  liiin  .'  whether  he  Ik-  "till  ah\c.'  where  he  is  't  what 
he  i<>  <l<iinj;.*  .md  Hhellier  I  iiiav  e\er  e\[»eH  to  M:e  liiiii  a;jainr"  In  order  to 
answer  all  the  <iiie-iiMii,  i>i  [!u-  Milt.in.ilic  cn<:h.oilre>>5  replied."  However  skilful, 
sire.  I  may  lie  in  my  proti.-f.Mii,  it  it  nevcnhclei-*  impo^^ible  for  me  to  satisfy 
your  majesty  iinniediati'K  iiium  the  siihtei  t  i-l  >t>Lir  inr(iiiii(-.. :  but  if  \i<\\  will  allow 
mc  till  lo-iiiurriiw.  1  will  -^wv  your  in.ije-.:\  .m  .in-wer."  I  l.e  miIi.iu  ^r.inied  her 
this  del.iy,  and  diMiii>'<cd  her  with  the  priiTni^c  of  re'  oniitennin;;  her  wry  hand- 
■omely  if  hi-r  .in-uer  w.it  at  all  adequate  to  hi-  wi-he-. 

'I'he  en-'hantres^  returnetl  the  nest  morning,  and  the  ;;r.in<l  \i/ier  .i;;ain  prc- 
•enictl  her  til  (he  sidt.in.  "  No|Hit)i>iandin;:  .dl  the  dili^en-  e  1  have  exerted,'* 
said  the  en<  hantreo'i.  .iddre-im;:  hciM  if  lo  the  ><,i]ian."a''<-ortlint;  t<i  the  rules  of 
my  an.  in  endeavouring'  tu  <  oiiiplv  wiih  ymir  iii.iR--<t>'s  ui-hes,  I  have  only  liccn 
able  to  dii(  over  one  thin;^.  and  ih.it  i^.  lh.it  rritKc  Ahnivd  i>  not  de.id.  I'>f  this 
lact  your  tii.iji-tt\  may  rc-t  .i--uii-d.  l)ut  I  liavi-  1>een  u:i.ilile  lo  rind  out  in  wliat 
plarf  he  i-."  llie  .Sidt.m  of  Indi.i  h,i-  o1jIi.:i.1  :.»  be  -.I'.i-tied  with  1I111  .in-«»cr, 
Wrhali  left  turn  nt-.iih  in  tlu-  -  ime  d;-;rc--:r,^  ^  M.itii<;i  it.->|>ci  tin^'  the  f-itc  of  hi« 
son  a^  lie  w.ii  tn-ioiL'. 

Let  ui  r.itw  n  turn  to  I'liin  i-  .Minscd.  lit-  •.••  fii.-'|;:(  r.th  turned  the  conversa- 
tion lie  had  wi:h  the  fa:r>  lo^t.lrd'•  the  lallaii  Ina  lather,  llmu^h  without  a};.iin 
mentioning'  ti:e  desire  he  felt  lo  -ic  iiiiii,  thit  thit  \\:i\  fort veai.t nee  m.ide  her 
com|iri-tu-nd  111-  dt-;^-n.  Ai  -lu-  i**!'  eivi-ii.  ilii  ri-lnrc.  that  lie  rfl'r.i.ned  from  it 
from  the  tV.ir  lu-  ]i.id  of  di-pli. 1-1:1^  liL-i.aKi-r  \\\v  ;•  liis.il  hr  h.id  lN'f<<Ti-  tiirl  iiilh, 
she  I  iin*  hninl  iliat  h:i  \<'\\r  \'\  her.  of  wliu  )i  In-  <!.il  tMi  <  rM>e  fti>i;i  f.;i^in^  her 
€ver>  ii"->;bl<' lii.iik.  w,i»  vei>  -iMire:  .md  tin :..  1  nl^ii;^  1j'.  tiii  oah  !«■(  hn;,'s  of 
the  in.ii-tii  f  -hf  di-pi.i)!  d  1:1  i!..i-  ■.  .■■Iiii:lv  o]i[».-.:i^  ihe  riiMi.d  t'.'.t  -  iiai  of  a 
son  f>ir  1.1-  It:!]'  t,  .md  in  ^«  isImh.;  Iiti'.i  :■'  iMiihil  itt-  -<<  ti,i;::r  il  .i::il  '••  atin.ible  .1 
Mrntiiiier.:,  -tie  re-'Ked  ti  ;;i.iil1  h  li.it  -he  (.iiiiM  in.L  l*.i:  j"  :■  (;-.<  \  *  ■•<  .11  dent  ly 
desiied. 

.Sill'  ol.i-  .I.i'.,  tluri-f  r.-.  -,i.d  to  ti:iii.  "  I  l.e  J-  r:;!.--;u::.  [.;,:!■  e.  ..h;'  h  \..ii  rC- 
atie»teil  •  f  :;te  !'•  .:■•  .f  >\  -f  (o-.:i  t.iihi  r,  .lii'ord-  -I  iiu-  ii-.i-on.iKie  /[i'':niU  ti'  fear 
tn.it  1:  -A-y-  ■  :  '.\  .1  !'i  .:k  I't  \"::i  i;i'  ■■n^!.:!i'  >,  .■:.•!  .1  piitevt  to  .r:i.iiid-'ti  me  :  and 
I   had  ii'i     t!uT  t:;<.!'.\i-  tIi.ii)  wli.ii  .i;i— r  lim-.i  th.i  '  ir   -.;:i.-':a:i' t.- in  n-tti-iii^  MHir 

rcni-i'"*.  ;  i    .;  .1-  1  .mi  :;.  «  a-  fiilJ^  t  i<nv;ii.  ed  t:--;.i  r  .■■  !.or,»  .1-  iioiii  \->:.i  pro- 

ICiLit;.:;-  "hat  I  •  an  n  Iv  .!|Hin  \i>ur  1  i<n-:.i;n  >.  .i:id  i.p-  :i  iiie  .■.irij,;tli  .md  tfiMiur 
of  %<-t:r  .<;;'(-.  ;  •v..  I  li.i\c  .  lia:i.:('d  my  ii)i;Tii-in.  .iial  n'-">'  ^"U  the  )>ei:iii^-ion  you 
forn.i  rl\  ii'<|i:i  -'.n].  1t:i  it  iir.i-:  lu-t^'ttlica--  In*  ujion  tm-  i'<indi:.->n  tliat  you 
first  proimsc  me  your  abseniie  shjtl  nut  lie  lon^;.  but  that  >uu  wiil  return  vciy 
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thou|fai 

->e  that 

to  v|^H| 


# 


Bunou  found  no  difficulty  in  diversifying  the  enttrtainmenis  by  f^-    '        : 
and  frcih  dirties,  concerts  and  fresh  diinces.  with  a  vanely  ■■l 
uncommon,  that  Prince  Ahinc<l  would  never  have  l>een  ablecvtri  i  ■  ii.m. 
■of  ihem  while  living-  wilh  mnrlals,  had  his  hfe  lasird  a  thousand  ycar^ 

ll  was  the  intention  of  the  fairy  nm  only  top^e  iho  nrincc  ih-   --■•■"•.■ 
of  the  sincerity  and  excess  of  her  love,  but  she  wtihca  him  -i^- 
there  was  nothing  at  the  court  of  the  sultan  his  fattier,  nor  .in 
could  be  put  into  competition  with  whnt  was  to  be  found  with  her,  not  to 
her  own  beauty  and  charms,  and  also  that  he  would  find  nothmjj  com 
the  happiness  he  would  enjoy  with  her,  in  order  Uiat  he  might  .nttach  hitnsclf  en 
tircly  to  her,  and  never  form  a  wish  to  leave  her.     SUe  completely  succeeded  ta 
her  inienttons  ;  the  aflfcaion  of  Prince  Ahmed  did  not  diinini^li  by  the  poMeft> 
sion  of  the  object ;  it  increased,  indeed,  to  that  degree  that  it  wi<  nr»  Itttgerlft 
his  own  power  to  control  his  love,  even  if  he  had  resolveil  to  ■  ■       ■ 

At  the  end  of  six  months,  the  prince,  who  had  ain-ays  felt  .1  ;  .rd 

respect  for  the  sultan  his  father,  conceived  a  siron;;  desire  ti'>  .  v  va 

Itgence  of  him  ;  and  as  he  could  not  satiiify  his  anxiety  but  )  '  .  persoa 

10  obtain  the  information  be  wished,  he  spoke  to  Fari-Uanou  «ri  uio  ^i^n^rcLA&d 
requested  her  leave  tu  put  it  in  execution.  This  speech  much  aJamted  tbo  uiiy, 
who  feared  it  might  only  be  a  pretence  for  abaiidoning  her.  "  In  whai/sbe  tttd 
to  him, "have  I  given  you  cause  for  discontent,  that  you  request  this  pcnniiMoa  ? 
Is  it  possible  that  you  have  forgolien  that  you  have  pic!.-  ■'  ■  ■■■'  •  '"'i  »  me. 
and  that  you  now  no  longer  love  me,  who  am  still  so  ji.  I»ed  to 

you?  You  ought  to  be  convinced  of  my  love  by  the  pn.-!-  .  -^1..  .  -;:«  frvia 
giving  yotL" 

**  \  am,  my  queen"  replied  Prince  Ahmed,  "completely  mnriaced  of  t*m 
affection,  of  which  1  should  be  most  unsvonhy,  did  I  not  show  my  ^rramuda  bjr 
a  love  etiually  ardent.  If  you  arc  offended  at  my  nrqucst,  I  beg  jou  will  pantm 
me ;  and  there  is  no  reparation  I  am  not  willing  to  make.  Yet  I  l«ve  soicljr 
done  nothing  that  ought  to  displease  vou,  for  I  have  only  been  piiidf-rl  in  H  faa 
my  respect  for  the  sultan  my  father,  wJiom  I  should  wish  in  rt! 
he  must  feci  by  my  Inng  absence.  And  his  aflHirtton  is  the  - 
reason  to  believe  that  he  supposes  me  dead.  Hut  smce  you  du  uui  jt.4Ui 
my  affording  him  this  coiuoiation,  I  will  act  as  you  wish  ;  fur  there  i)  n< 
this  world  1  am  not  ready  to  do  to  oblige  you." 

Prince  Ahmed,  who  did  not  dissemble,  and  who  loved  Pari^Banou  m  his  bevt 


in  i^WK 
lothiaf^H 


as  perfectly  as  he  had  assured  her  by  his  words,  cc ! 
ann  the  fair\-  sho«cd  how  satisfied  she  was  with  hi 


hit  fmBCil, 
ev«rtheleili, 
'  MiffartK 

t    ItM&l 


ashecould  not  entirely  abandon  the  design  he  had  i'< .•••  — 

time*  to  converse  about  the  ami.ihle  and  excellent  qtialitie^  it' 

possessed,  and  espcci.tily  the  marks  of  affection  he  had  shcn^:. 

particular.    He  did  this  with  the  hope  that  she  would  at  last  ytcJd  in  his  wiiha. 

Indeed,  Prince  Ahmed  judged  rightly  of  the  sultan  hts  father.  (■  ■■  i-  i 
of  all  the  rejoicings  on  account  of  the  nuptials  of  Prince  Ali  I 

Nourounnihar,  he  was  most  sensibly  afflicted  at  the  absence  ": 
was  not  long  before  he  was  informed  of  the  plan  Prince  llouswin  bad  lAkMFl 
abandon  the  world,  and  of  the  place  he  had  chosen  for  hi*  rrlrrai.     I.-ke  « 
father  who  nude  a  part  of  his  happiness  consist  in  the  society  ct  '  'uklrTlu 

p.'(rticularly  when  they  were  worthy  of  his  affection,  he  had  mu-  1  .rj  Kfl 

remained  at  court,  and  attached  themselves  to  his  person.  Ax  \ic  couw  Mt 
however,  disapprove  of  the  choice  he  had  made  in  endeavouring  to  make  hnnd' 
bfrttcr  and  more  holy,  he  bore  his  absence  with  fonttudc.     He  made  »}%a  wtij 

fossible  i^quir^■  after  Prince  Ahmed  :  be  sent  couriers  into  all  the  ^wooinfa  ■ 
is  dominions,  with  orders  to  the  governors  to  detain  him.  and  oblige  hi»  •• 
return  to  his  court ;  but  all  his  cares  were  useless,  as  he  had  not  the  sMCtxwAr 


riSb 
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hoped  for.  His  affliction,  htm«vcr,  instead  of  lessening,  daily  increased.  He 
often  con%crstd  on  ihc  subject  wiilihisgrand  vi«cr.  "Viii«r," he  would  say,"you 
knotv  thai  of  all  the  princes,  Ahmed  is  tlie  one  whom  I  love  the  rowic  tenderly, 
and  you  are  not  ignonint  ol'  the  means  1  have  taken  to  endeavour  to  discover  him, 
but  widiout  success.  I'hc  misery  I  feel  is  so  strong  that  1  shall  itl  tcn^Ui  sinlc 
under  it  if  you  have  not  compassion  upon  me.  If  you  have  any  micre&t  in  luy 
pTCscrvaliun,  I  conjure  yuu  to  assist  me  with  your  advice." 

The  yrand  vi/ier  was  not  less  aiuched  to  the  person  of  hi*  sovereign  than 
lealous  to  .icquit  himself  with  honour  in  liis  administration  of  the  public  alTairs 
of  the  state  ;  and  in  rerlcciing  upon  the  dilTcrcnt  methods  by  which  be  endea- 
voured to  lessen  tlic  affliction  of  his  master,  he  remembered  lo  have  heard  some 
exiraordinar)'  accounts  of  a  celebrated  enchantress.  He  proposed,  therefore,  to 
the  sultan  to  send  for  and  consult  her.  The  sultan  consented,  and  the  ^Tand 
vixier,  after  inquirinj^'  where  she  was  to  be  found,  brought  her  with  him. 

The  sultan  addressed  the  enchantress  as  futiuns  ;  "  The  atiliclion  I  have  been 
in  iince  the  nuptials  of  niv  son,  Prince  Ali,  with  the  Princess  N'ouroiinniliar,  on 
account  of  the  absence  ol  Prince  Ahmed,  is  so  public  and  well  known  ih.it  you, 
wilhuiit  doubt,  arc  not  ignorant  of  il.  Can  ymi,  then,  by  your  skill  in  mane, 
inform  me  what  is  become  of  him  ?  whether  he  be  still  alive .'  where  he  is  }  what 
he  is  doing.'  and  whether  I  may  ever  expect  to  see  him  again?"  In  order  lo 
answer  all  the  (jucsiions  of  the  sultan,  the  enchantress  replied,  "  However  skilhil, 
sire.  I  may  be  m  my  profession,  it  is  ncvenhcless  impossible  for  me  to  satisfy 
yourmajcsty  immediately  upon  the  subject  of  your  inquiries;  but  if  yuu  will  allow 
roe  till  to-niurrow,  I  will  give  yuur  majesty  an  answer."  The  sultan  granted  her 
this  delay,  and  dismissed  her  with  the  promise  of  recompensing  her  very  hand- 
somely if'^hcr  answer  was  at  all  adequate  to  his  wishes. 

The  enchantress  returned  the  next  morning,  and  the  grand  vider  .igain  pre- 
sented her  to  the  sultin.  "  NotwithsLinding  all  the  diligence  I  have  exerted,'* 
said  llic  cnch.-intress,  addressing  herself  to  the  sultan. "  according  (o  the  rules  of 
my  an,  in  endeavouring  tu  tuiiiply  with  your  majesty's  wishes,  1  nave  only  been 
able  to  discover  one  thing,  and  that  is,  that  Prince  Aluned  is  not  dead.  Of  this 
feet  your  majesty  may  rest  assured.  Hut  I  have  been  unable  to  rind  mil  in  what 
place  he  is.**  The  Sultan  of  India  was  obliged  to  be  saiistied  with  this  answer, 
which  left  him  nearly  in  the  same  distressing  situation  respecting  the  fate  of  his 
son  as  he  was  before. 

Ixt  us  now  return  to  Prince  Ahmed.  He  so  frequently  turned  the  conversa- 
tion he  had  with  the  (airy  towards  ihc  sultan  his  father,  though  without  again 
inenlioning  the  desire  he  felt  to  sec  him,  that  this  vcrv'  forbearance  made  her 
comprehend  his  design.  As  she  perceived,  therefore,  that  he  refraine<t  from  it 
from  the  fear  he  had  of  displeasing  her, after  ibc  rcfui.il  he  had  before  met  with, 
fthc  concluded  that  his  love  for  her,  of  which  he  did  not  cease  from  giving  her 
cvco'  possible  mark,  was  very  sincere  ;  and  then,  judging  by  her  o«-n  feelings  of 
the  injustice  she  displayed  in  thus  violentK'  opposing  the  natural  affection  of  a 
son  for  his  father,  and  in  wishing  him  to  annihilate  so  natural  and  so  amiable  a 
scntimeni,  she  resulved  to  grant  what  she  could  not  but  perceive  he  so  ardently 
desired 

.She  one  day,  therefore,  said  to  hira,  "The  pcrniission,  prince,  which  you  re- 
quested of  me  to  go  and  ice  your  father,  aiTortled  me  reason.iblc  grntinds  to  fear 
that  it  wzi'i  only  a  mark  of  your  inconstancv',  and  a  pretext  to  abandon  me  ;  and 
1  had  no  other  motive  th.-in  what  arose  from  this  circumstance  m  rctuung  your 
request ;  but  as  I  am  no^v  aj  fully  convinced  from  your  actions  as  from  your  pro- 
testations  that  I  can  rely  upon  your  constancy,  and  upon  the  strength  and  fcr%our 
of  yf^iir  affection,  I  have  changed  my  opiniun,  and  grant  you  the  permission  you 
fomierly  rccjuestcd ;  but  it  must  nevertheless  be  upon  this  condition— that  you 
firit  promise  roc  your  absence  shall  noi  be  long,  but  that  you  will  return  very 


soon.  This  cnnditton  ou^t  not  to  give  you  any  pain,  as  if  I  required  It  from 
you  from  distrust :  thai  is  not  my  motive,  because  1  do  not  feel  any,  after  ihc 
conviciion  you  have  atlbrded  mc  of  the  sincerity  of  your  love.'' 

Price  Ahmed  wished  to  throw  himself  at  the  feet  of  the  fair>-,  to  show  hoir 
much  he  was  pcnctmtcd  with  gratitude,  but  she  prcventet!  him.  "  My  sultana,' 
he  exclaimed.  "  I  know  the  value  of  the  favour  you  have  granted  me ;  bat  ! 
wani  expressions  to  ihank  you  as  I  wish.  .Supply  my  inabilitj-,  I  coitjure  yoa, 
and  whatever  words  you  can  use,  be  assured  my  feclinj^s  will  be  stili  stronger. 
You  are  right  in  supposing  the  promise  you  require  of  me  will  not  pain  mc  t 
giv-e  it  you  the  more  freely  as  it  is  not  possible  I  can  hve  without  you.  I  w31 
now  take  n»y  departure ;  and  by  the  diligence  with  which  I  shall  return,  ymt 
will  be  convinced  that  1  have  done  so  not  from  the  fear  of  perjury,  If  I  shookl 
break  my  promise,  but  because  1  have  foUowed  my  own  Moshex,  whicti  eneod 
only  to  p:iss  my  life  with  vou  ;  ami  if  I  sometimes,  with  your  own  consent,  leave 
you,  I  will  always  avoid  tiic  pain  of  a  lonn  absence." 

Pari-Banou  was  the  more  delighted  with  these  sentiments  of  Prince  Ahn»ed  as 
they  entirely  freed  her  from  the  suspicion  she  liad  furmcd  lliat  the  cai;cmess  he 
expressed  to  see  the  Sullan  of  Indi.'i  w.is  merely  a  specious  prete\l  to  break  the 
faith  he  had  pledged  to  her.  "  Dispart,  prince,"  she  said,  "  whenever  y<»u  pleue ; 
but  do  not  t.ikc  it  ill  that  I  tirsi  ^vc  you  some  advice  upon  the  manner  /  '  '  m 
ought  to  conduct  yourself  dunng  your  joume\'.    In  the  first  place,  I  ■':  V 

it  would  be  proper  for  you  either  to  mention  your  marritge  to  the  <■■,'. 
rank  and  situation,  nor  tlie  place  in  which  j-ou  reside  and  ha\'c  pas^c-  <; 

since  you  saw  him.  Beg  him  to  be  satisfied  with  knowing'  th.nt  you  ..ii:  ;— fc/t 
and  that  the  inoiivc  of  pitying  him  this  visit  is  chiefly  to  le>^-n  his  uneulikcsi 
at  l>eitig  uncerl.iin  at  yotir  fate."  She  then  gave  him  twenty  horsemen  to  acoocn- 
pany  him,  all  well  mounted  and  etjuippcd.  When  cvcn-thing  was  tisuly  Prince 
Ahmed  took  leave  of  Pari-iianou,  embracing  her  and  renewing  the  proroise  he 
liad  made  her  of  returning  as  soon  as  possible.  They  brought  him  a  horse  wUdi 
the  fair>-  hud  ordered  to  he  prepared  for  him,  and  which,  besides  bctng  most 
richly  caparisoned,  was  also  inucn  more  beautiful  and  of  greater  value  ttun  airr 
in  Oie  sultan's  stables.  He  mounted  it  most  gracefully,  and,  after  biddinc  tbc 
fairy  f.ireui'cll.  set  out. 

As  the  road  which  led  to  the  capital  of  the  sultan  was  not  long,  Prince  AbRwd 
arrived  there  in  a  very  short  time.  As  soon  as  he  entered  the  city  the  peoph 
were  dclif^^hted  to  see  him,  and  received  hitn  with  acclamations  of  joy.  "The  nml 
part  of  them  left  their  business,  and  accompanied  him  in  crowds  till  he  unvfd 
At  the  sultan's  apartment.     His  father  received  and  embraced    hira  with  the 

greatest  joy,  compl.iininy,  nc\'crthcless  in  a  manner  which  denoted  f" — -i 

affection,  of  the  affliction  into  which  lit-*  long  absence  h,id  thrown  \ 

lliis  absence,"  added  the  sultan,  "has  been  the  cause  of  so  murh  iht  ,.-,■  .■_  j...,i. 

ftS  after  f.ite  h.id  dntrrmtncd  to  your  dis.idvant.ipe  in  fa%'our  of  your  brolhtf 

Prince  Ali,  I  was  fearful  that  your  despair  had  caused  you  lo  commit  sontc  ruh 

action." 

"Sire,"  replied  Prince  Ahmed.**!  will  leave  it  to  yonr  majesty  to  reflect  whcJur, 
after  havin;^  tost  the  Princess  Nourounnihar,  who  had  been  the  s.  • 

my  wishes.  I  could  resolve  to  be  a  witness  to  the  happiness  if  Pnri   .  I 

had  been  capable  of  an  indignit)'  of  this  nature,  what  «'■ 
whole  city  have  thnughl  of  my  love?  what  would  even  ywir  v  i 
it?   Lo\'e  is  a  passion  which  will  not  abandon  us  at  our  pIC't:>Liri^     I 
subjects  us— it  l\Tanni/es,  and  a  tnie  lover  has  no  longer  the  uw  of 

"Your  majesty-  may  remember,"  continued  the  prince. "  tliat  in  . 
bow,  the  most  extraordinary-  thing  happened  to  me  that  was  c»"ct  I 
was  impossible,  even  in  a  plain  so  lar;^,  so  Icx-el,  and  ^o  iineDrutiilK   . 
in  which  the  horses  were  exercised,  to  find  the  arrow  1  had  shot,    'i      r  -..jn.  ; ; 
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of  which  I  lost  the  acquisition  of  an  object  that  was  not  in  justice  less  due  to  my 
affection  than  to  thai  of  the  princes  my  brocbers.    Conquered  u  it  were  by  (he 

CAprice  of  fate,  I  did  not  jmss  my  time  in  useless  complaints ;  but,  to  satisfy 
my  restless  and  unensy  mind,  I  separated  myself  from  my  attendants  without 
being  perceived,  and  returned  by  myself  to  the  place,  in  order  to  look  for  my 
arrow.  I  searched  for  it  in  evcrj-  spot  I  could  think  of.  to  the  right,  and  the 
places  where  those  of  I'nncc  Houssain  and  Crince  Ah  liad  been  found,  and 
where  1  thought  it  most  likely  that  mine  had  fallen  also  ;  but  all  my  endeavours 
were  useless,  i  did  not,  however,  give  over,  but  pursued  my  inquiries,  continu- 
ing to  proceed  straight  forward  in  the  line  I  thought  it  was  likely  lo  fall.  I  had 
already  proceeded  more  than  a  league,  Uxikin^  un  liuth  sides  as  I  went  along, 
and  sometimes  even  going  out  of  the  road,  if  anything  appeared  at  all  like  an 
arrow,  to  tKamine  it,  when  I  began  to  relleci  that  il  Mas  nul  possible  for  mine 
toha%-egone  so  far.  I  stopped,  and  asked  myself  u'hciher  I  nas  nut  insane  to 
ihink  that  I  could  have  strength  enough  to  shoot  an  arrow  to  so  grciil  a  distance. 
«^en  not  one  of  the  most  ancient  heroes  who  had  been  most  famous  for  their 
strength  had  ever  done  so.  1  thus  reasoned  with  mysdf.  and  wa:*>  about  to 
abandon  my  enter|)nsc  ;  but  when  I  was  gains  to  P"*  ""y  rcaoluuon  uito  execu- 
tionf  1  felt  myself  led  on.  as  it  were,  agamst  my  will ;  and  after  walkin^c  four 
Icai^es,  and  tdl  the  plain  was  terminated  by  some  steep  rock«,  I  |)ep:civcd  an 
arrow.  J  ran  and  took  it,  and  knew  it  lo  be  the  verj  same  I  had  shot,  but  which 
ha'J  not  been  found  either  within  the  space  or  at  the  time  it  was  necessary. 

**  Far,  however,  from  thinking,"  continued  Prince  .Ahmed,  "  that  vciir  majesty 
hi?d  been  guilty  of  imusiice  in  determining  in  fcivour  of  I'rince  All,  i  tntcqiretea 
what  had  happpcnen  quite  differently  ;  .and  I  did  not  doubt  but  there  was  som«s 
mystery  attached  lo  this  circumstance  which  might  prov-e  for  my  advantage, 
and  that  1  t>u>;ltt  not  to  ncjjlect  anything  that  ivould  tend  to  this  developtncnu 
And,  tn  fact.  1  had  no  need  to  seek  further.  But  this  is  a  niystcr)'  concerning 
which  1  entreat  your  maicst>-  not  to  t.^ke  it  ill  if  I  remain  silent,  and  1  request 
you  to  be  satisticd  with  Knowin)-  frum  my  lips  that  1  am  luppy  and  contented 


746 


Tfte  AraitiaH  Nights. 


^1v  iK 


with  my  lot.     In  the  midst  of  my  happin«ss  there  wns  oinr  '•>" 

bled  mc,  or  Wiu  capable  of  aflbnliny  me  uncnMocs*,  .ind  ; 

h.id  no  (Joubl  you  experienced  fnjm  your  ignor.ince  nl"  wh... 

after  1  thus  dibappeared  from  your  court.     1  thouj^lu  it,  theretore,  my  >. 

come  and  free  yau  fiom  this  unpleasant  state,  as  1  have  nuw  d'jtic.     T' 

my  only  motive  for  coming;  and  the  only  favour  I  ask  of  your  i; 

is  to  permit  me  to  come  from  time  to  time  to  pay  my  respects  i<>  .     I  i 

myself  of  the  suuc  of  your  health." 

"  My  son,"  replied  tlie  sultan, "  I  cannot  possibly  refute  the  pcrmteioa  j« 
request.  I  should,  nevertheless,  have  preferred  that  you  had  drtermincd  coooci* 
ana  live  near  me.  Tell  mc  at  least  by  what  means  !  can  Icirn  any  intctliccMa 
of  you  whenever  you  should  fail  to  come  here  yourself^  or  whenever  your  piLMJiu. 
might  be  nccessar)*."  '"Sire,"  replied  Prmcc  Ahmed,  "what  your  majesty  <1b- 
mands  of  mc  forms  a  part  of  tlic  iii>stcr>'  1  liave  mentioned.  I  cntreal  yOB, 
then,  tu  suffer  me  to  be  silent  on  this  point.  I  will  so  fiequcntly  rctom  lu  la* 
my  respects,  that  I  only  fear  you  will  think  me  loo  importunate,  mlher  Ihaa 
accuse  me  of  ncgliRcnfc  in  net  coming  when  my  prt-scnrc  niij,'hi  \ic  tKCcssuy.' 

The  Sultan  of  India  did  not  press  I'rince  Ahmed  any  more  upon  !?■      -  :' 

"  My  aon,"  said  he,  "  i  do  not  wish  to  penetrate  any  furtlier  mio  yo;. 

leave  it  entirely  to  yourself;  but  I  must  say  that  your  presence  affa;„.  _. 

greatest  pleasure  you  can  bestow  upon  mc;  that  1  have  not  received  *o  mocfa 
happmess  for  a  long  time  pastas  you  now  arford  mc;  and  lliat  vuj  ^vi;l  ije  in^'r 
welcome  whenever  your  own  atTairs  or  your  inclination  may  indu 

I'rince  /Vhrocd  remained  only  three  daj-s  at  the  court  of  the  >  :  .■. 

He  set  out  ver)-  early  on  the  fourth  morning,  and  fari^Banou  a^w  hmt  icanm 
with  the  greater  joy  as  she  did  not  expect  to  see  him  so  soon ;  am]  the  faoiiiB  ht 
made  urged  her  to  condemn  herself  for  having  !>uspecicti  hnn  of  being  (pxBqr*! 
infidelity  lourards  her,  so  contrary  to  his  most  ^solemn  promise-  She  did  am  dis- 
semble her  suspicion,  but  frankly  confessed  her  weakness,  arul  requciicd  hM 
pardon.  Tlic  union  of  these  two  lo%'crs  was  thereafter  so  perfect  that  tbc  MB 
did  not  breathe  a  wish  unfcit  by  the  other. 

About  a  month  after  the  return  of  Prince  Ahmed  the  fairy  observed  that,  afMT 
having  given  her  an  .iccount  of  his  \isii,  and  mentioned  tite  cunversation  Imt  kiid 
had  with  his  father,  and  that  he  should  get  permission  to  come  and  pay  bii 
respects  to  him  very  often,  this  prince  did  not  speak  ot  llic  sultan  any  mocv  thodl 
if  no  such  pi-i>on  existed,  although  he  had  fonncrly  constantly  turrwd  the  cao* 
versation  to  him,  ;ind  she  concluded  that  he  abi^taincd  from  it  on  her  aceoBK 
She  therefore  one  day  look  an  opportunity  of  spc.nkmg  upon  this  subject.  "  Tel 
me,  my  prince,"  s.iid  she,  "have  you  forgotten  the  sultii  i-m;  fnli/r,  atid  do  ^\m 
not  remember  the  i>romisc  you  nvtdc  him  that  vou  '-v  !'.  jro  ip^'ar 

him  ?     1  have  not  forgotten  what  you  said  to  me  on  ;  nd  1  bow  p« 

you  in  mind  of  it,  that  you  may  not  wait  any  longer  bd'ore  you  peilufm  ««■' 
promise  for  the  lirst  ttme." 

"Madam,"  replied  Pnncc  Ahmed,  in  the  same  cheerful  ai  At 

Ciiry  had  spoken  in, "  I  do  not  feel  m>"seh  culpable  for  the  a  iocjc 

ftdncss  wiih  which  you  accuse  me.  because  1  would  rather  iinicr  ii»c  i c \m\mi 
which  you  make  me,  without  deserving  it.  than  be  exposed  to  tht  irhaiicc  cf  » 
refusal,  by  showing  too  much  haste  to  obtain  what  it  might  Ktve  vou  f*  B 
grant."  "  I'rince,"  replied  the  fair> ,  •'  I  do  not  wisli  you  to  retain  t'hU  «aa  » 
cuinspcct  condua  on  my  account;  and  that  the  same  i'  . 
again,  as  it  is  now  a  month  since  you  have  seen  the  suIi-h 

you  never  ought  to  let  a  longer  time  than  this  elapse  l)er\*...^i  >Mi!r  s  ..n*  i.t  so. 
Begin,  then,  to-morrow,  and  continue  to  visit  him  cver\-  month,  without  banv 
either  to  speak  to  inc  on  tlie  subject,  or  to  wait  till  I  mctuion  it.  1  coowuM  i^ 
willingly  to  ibis  pUn." 
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I'nnrc  Alimcd  sci  cuit  the  next  (l.iy  with  the  snine  nltcnd.inls,  btit  better 
ri|.:i[i|>cil.  tvliilc  Kl-  liii'i^rll  u'.It>  ■•till  iiidic  id.'  :!<.h\' rntiv  iiiDiif.'cd  .mil  dressed 
tli-in  he  Ii.iii  l"."<-n  the  !ii?l  tirui\.iini  lie  «j*  n-  r..i.l  \\\  \\\v  -ulMn  with  tl;e 
-.jine  |i)v  .iinl  ■i.i;!"!.:.  :.m:i  .i-.  in-inn-.  Hi-  1  ii;.m;.:(  il  in  '.:.  r  m.iv  f.>r  in.iny  ii)iiiul)i 
!i-;.;ul.irK- l<i  ;^rt  .Hill  [).iv;i.->  ii.--(H-'<.ti,  iiiil  ;LlA,t\s  1:1  .1  liciici  .iinl  iMiiii;  nin^nili- 
•  cnt  iWW. 

.\\  U'li^'.ii  vnTiic  \I,■.(■;^,  wIm  wcic  f.iV(f.:r.;i-»  'f  itic  '••lilt. 111.  .'lEiil  \\\\<.^  i>ii!l;c(1  (if 
:)ir  '.^r.iniieiir  .•ml  I'Httci  ol  l'i.:i' e  Atiim-il  !■>' ttie  ilitleieDt  [tinott  In*  lliiis  :.^.ivc 
nf  II.  .ihii-L-il  ilie  liV-nv  'III."  -ii'.Mii  .I'lliiMcil  \\\v\:\  nf  s[)caki:i:.;  iti  him,  iii  nnlcr  to 
exrite  -Mine  e;ii<it;'n-i  nf  .in;;LT  in  Tln'  silt.m's  bie;!-:  .i;^.iinil  hii  ^uii.  They  rc- 
preicnlctl  ti>  Iiim  th.it  it  "i-  v.i  i:i'i:e  \\\.\\\  ■  '■i:iiiinii  pnnicnrc  in  him  to  wish  to 
know  where  the  [irinf  r\  n-lse  it  w.t^ :  \\lt''n<  c  hi;  lir-rived  the  nie.in'4  nf  livinjj  ;it 
^o  va'^t  .in  cxjicn-e.  .1- he  hiin^clt'  h.ul  .i--i.'i-'*«l  h.:ii  no  csiihh-^hinent  or  lixed 
revenue  ih.nt  1  oiilii  i-n.iMc  li;:;i  m  'irnc  '."  <  "-.ii:.  w  h:(  h  he  thrl  only  .11  .1  sort  of 
l»o.i-T.  .md  to  let  hin  m-i.-  "h  ti  h'- !:.ii!  n<' ■■■  cm,  .lii  fur  the  ^;llI.ln'>i  liher.ihly  to 
en.ilile  hiin  to  h\c  hke  .:  |):;!!i  e :  .iiv!  ;!i.il,  i;i 'lim'.  thcv  were  afr.iid  th.it  he  in- 
tended TO  cxi-itc  .1  rel^elh'i-i  .ij  im-t  1.;-  yc:  ■■!!  .ir.ii  'Icthvonu  huii. 

'I'hi:  -.'ilMn  w.is  viTv  (  .r  I'l-iin  lu-iii^  "I  i';';:-.:.>n  Tli.it  I ':::!■  i-  ,\'.::'.cd  ".I'i  r.iji.ihic 
nf  fiinii.n^  -.n  dre.idl.il  .1  lii-i^n  ,1-  t!i  it  wlii>  h  itic  l.Uir.iritc-i  .iiieinpird  '.n  .!■  rii-.<' 
him  iif.  "  Y.i:i  i;if.i:i  !■!  im:-i.'  liif,"  In-  ir:ihtvl,  '•  My  -nri  lnv'-i  inc.  .ind  1  .nil 
the  nunc  ■  unvin  n!  nf  h  *  ivr-  ni>n  .rid  i:'!il;ty,  W<  .i-.im-  1  h.r.c  noi  jiiven  hiiii 
the  Ic.i-*!  •  .ni-e  t"  be  i!;-- lii^-ncd  w;:h  :;k*."  l'[ii>[i  t!:;-;,  niic  nf  riie  f.uoiin'.c-i 
wid.  "  Althi'M'.h.  ^;ir.  \\\  'In-  <';':n;o[!  .-(  (--.tTv  Nc:i>,;!ile  p'-r^-'n,  \.i;ir  in.iic-Tv 
iniild  nut  li.i-.e  Mk('!i  .i  t".'.;iT  [■li-i  •.\\.'-\  '.'.\.\'  \ih:i  h  \'im  ii.lTi'.K'd  in  dire  tin,' 
\o-.ir  ilmiLC  ri->iH.' tir.-C  the  iii.ini.i^e  >>1  il»-  I'linr-css  N<':ti<iimnili  ir  uiih  one  d 
the  pnnrcs  your  -i>n-,  vet  whu  i  ,in  leil  Hhi-ih'T  I'lince  Ahmed  h.i^  -lihinitti-d  in 
(he  d<:(i»ii»n  i>f  rli.ir,  e  «;th  the  -iiiic  n*-i.'n.r;.in  .i^  I'Mn- c  M'lijis.un  ?  M.iy 
n'lt  he  Thir.l;  ih.it  ht-  l-.im-i-li  ».i'  .done  wi'i;ii>  ■  i  ln-r,  .ind  th.ii  yn-,!!-  m.ije^iy.  m 
hcii')w:n^  lur  lijvm  i  rn-  pif  h;->  rli'.iT  !iri'!h<-r-.  :n  ]irrfcicnr(.-  Id  hiin.  ar.d  in  s'.iMerin.; 
the  ni.Kier  t'l  !«•  rli-.  .ded  liy  -  h.iiii  e.  h.ii  l>i'en  ^'iihy  nf  .in  injusiire  t.iw.mU  hiiii.' 

■■V*'iir  Mil'  ■;■.  i'l.iv  [leili';.-.  -.I-..'"  1  nntiniicd  llii-,  ni.ili<  idiis  f.r..>.iritr.  "th.it 
I'nntc  Ahnu  d  i.  i  .  ii':  ^iiii»n  the  W.\^\  ri.iik  -if  d;s' r.nTenl.  rh.i!  t>:r  te.irs  ;ne 
v.iin.  .iiid  li:.it  ■-*<•  .irr-  v.r-i:i^  \\\  -■i.-ji-.iV-.^  ,iiiy  ci]>|>;(-]iin  fit  tin*  n.iiLire.  .ind 
whi- h  in.u  ::■■!  h  I-.'- ■  :■■  '•  i  ■"  t>.ini!  i*  <r\  i.- un-t  .i  i-rim  e  i-f  h:^  mV.  )liit.  sirr. 
It  ii  ]>i.--;iilc  '.\\.\\  •:.•  ■■  -|i.  i  :.-,  n;i\  hr- wrll  t'oiindcd.  V"".:  :n  it-Iv  k  nut 
i^r.-'Miit  ili.ii,  i;;  -  »  d' !  .■.:•.•[   ■.•.•.\\y  itXau'.   .\n  .ill".i:r.  it  is   rc'i'-4,ir',  ;>>  Iw  very 

c.irfl:il.  \.-i  -hi.ilil  I  •»:.-.■:•  r  ;h  .1  :li;' ii...;:iiiil.i!iiin  <in  ih.-  ]i.in  'if  tht*  primi- 
iii.i\  Iw  ■!:,!■,  |..r  t!,c  ]>■■•.]•  -  i  -i:n  i^;:!^'  .rid  de- i'i\  in-.»  \  rsr  nuT-iv.  .ind  ih.i" 
the  dan;;T  i-.  .il-  ■  ihi-  iM'im-  ■  '•••■  ■!:■•  uli-fl,  .x-,  l'r:n<e  Ahtm  d  -mii-  i.i  if^idi-  .!'. 
nti  '.^i.  i;  i'..-r.i-:'  e  (r.>:;i  ;.  ■■  .r  ■  i;.  '  d.  If  yi^ir  !;i  it-.;*  T  .  ■  h.id  p  nl  the  ^  iri'" 
•r.'.t  in  ■•;  ;  ■  rur-.ihKi^  .  ' 

Iinif  ;hc  pr  t^   i-  <  .im  ■>  !■ 
.ipl'tMt  1-;    >■  :    :1m:i   .!re-- 
h.f.c  til''  *.r:ie  I  :-.:ii-  .i-  ,l 
;hc  »    Tpjiiicn      1  -.i-n 
ihfv  ■         .  ,imi*  I:  M  :! 
r.-.    1.--  ;:i  rl..-  ri--.,-ld.. 
il   •■.  .1  -AC  d.d  n>.t  I.   I 
prv't:\.i'    ■:!    ii  tnr    ih- 
.1-  \    -1  r:ir.  ■  ■.■I.-.-  i- ■    '  :  ^    :■■  ; 

WJ;i  ■!  '.hi-  f.i^'-ii.T'-  I!  .  :  ■  !  :  il  ■'.  •'  -  I  "  ;  ■•.■»•  h.  ihi'  -:'.'  m  ]•  ••  in  ir.\  ',  < 
the  »■■  '■.\tT  -  I*  :■■!■.  ''\  -.■■-..■■  11  ■  »rM-r  1  ;  •;.;:■■,  li.-,  [  do  r-  ■  '-v;'  -.r  •!:  i*  r.i\ 
•"•n  Al.iVi'd  •  in  !n-  -..  ■•'.  ki  1  .  \..  [  v  -■■:  •  ;■<  r*:.idi"  im"  ;  I  .ivi  nrvi"r;lii''n— -■ 
ot'ii.:c<l  :  •  Vi'ii  t  :  \  -Ai  .1.1-.;  'J.  ■r.f]  ili  t\-  '.  •:  ■  .^:  tli.il  y:  h.Uc  s^id  c^crvthin^ 
w::h  the  bett  it::tr.:...n*.' 
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with  tnv  tot.  In  the  midst  of  my  happinos  there  was  one  rTiimr  onlv  t>Lat  trou- 
bled mc.  or  waif  capable  of  affurdin^  mc  uneasiness,  .md  '  :e>t  I 
hnd  no  doubt  you  experienced  from  your  i^iunintc  of  wh.i  i  .  -  ,)«'  mc 
after  1  thus  disitppcorcd  itom  yuur  court  I  thouyht  it,  therefore,  tay  duty  w 
come  and  free  you  from  Uiis  unpleasant  state,  sm  1  hjvc  nuw  dnrtc.  Thu  w«3 
my  only  mouve  for  coming;  Jiiid  lite  only  favour  I  .lik  of  ywir  "  TCtnm 
is  to  permit  mc  to  cuine  fium  time  to  time  to  pay  my  re^pcct>  i"  iflfocm 
myself  of  the  stuic  of  your  health." 

'*  My  son,"  replied  the  sultan,  "  I  cannot  possibly  refu&e  the  pemtiyion  yaa 
request.   1  should,  nevertheless,  h.ivc  preferred  that  you  had  dci<<  >  coaM 

and  hve  ne»r  me.     Tell  mc  at  lenst  by  what  means  I  can  Icarii  -0raCK 

of  you  whenever  you  should  fail  to  come  here  yourself,  or  whcncvi.-:  ^  u  ir  jiresenc* 
might  be  necessary."  "Sire,"  replied  Pnnce  Aluncd,  "wh:it  your  laxjc^  de- 
mands of  me  forms  a  pan  of  the  mystery  1  tuve  mcntionco,  I  cntfcas  yoa, 
then,  to  suffer  mc  to  be  silent  on  this  point.     I  will  so  frequently  redim  loDoy 

my  respects,  that  I  only  fear  you  will  think  mc  tif    ■■■■- 

accuse  me  of  ncglij^ence  in  nut  coming  when  my  prr- 

The  Sultan  of  India  did  not  press  Prince  Ahmed  .i  , 
"  My  son,"  snid  he, '"  I  do  not  wi>h  to  penetrate  any  fnrlh. 
leave  it  entirely  to  yourself;  but  I  inust  say  that  ynut  pi-. 
greatest  pleasure  you  can  bestow  upon  me;  that  I  have  nm  t< 
happiness  for  a  long  time  past  as  you  now  afford  me  i  and  that: 
welcome  whenever  your  own  affairs  or  your  inclination  m.iy  md; 

Prince  Ahmed  remamed  only  three  days  at  the  court  of  ihr.  - 
He  set  out  vcrj- early  on  the  fourth  morning,  and  I'an-Uanou 
with  the  greater  joy  as  she  did  not  expect  to  see  him  so  ujun ;  and  the  haste  )■ 
made  ur:|*ed  her  to  condemn  herself  for  having  suspcc(c<]  him  of  betng  gtnkyvC 
infidclit)'  towards  her,  so  contrary  to  his  most  solemn  promise  .She  did  nMA^ 
scmble  her  suspicion,  but  franldy  confessed  her  weakness,  nnd  requoMcd  hw 
pardon.  The  union  of  thc»  two  lovers  was  thcreaitcr  so  pofect  that  tbc  hb 
did  not  breathe  a  wish  unfclt  by  the  other. 

About  a  month  after  llie  return  uf  Prince  Ahmed  the  £tiry  observed  chjt,  :rfhv 

having  given  her  an  account  of  his  visit, and  mention'-'  -'t — ^niion  he  hil 

had  with  his  f.xthcr,  and  that  he  should  get  permi  md  p«y  ks 

respects  to  him  very  often, this  prince  did  not  speak  ..i    ..  .«...,.  .k-. 

if  no  such  person  existed,  although  he  had  fonncrlv  ron> 

vcTsation  to  him,  and  she  concluded  that  he  abstained  is 

She  therefore  one  d.ty  took  nn  opportunity  of  spe.'ik:n>t  upon  this  subjc^-i 
me,  my  prince,"  said  she,  **  have  you  forgotten  the  sultan  vour  father,  and    :     : 
not  remember  the  promise  you  made  him  that  >ou  woukl  frequently  co  uid  ik 
him  ?    I  have  not  forgotten  wliat  you  said  to  me  on  your  retom,  nnd  I  iKm  art 
you  in  mind  of  it,  that  you  may  not  wait  any  lunger  before  /ou  pifaim  yiam 
promise  for  the  first  time." 

•*  Madam,"  replicti  Prince  Ahmed,  in  the  same  cheerful  tone  nf  vtucz  m  tte 
Ciiry  had  spoken  in,  ■'  1  do  not  feel  my:4clf  culpable  for  thi-  nrj;|i.;on'e  snd  fvf»- 
fulness  wiih  which  you  accuse  me,  bec.iuie  I  would  :'-t>nu:3 

which  you  in.ike  me,  without  deserving  it,  than  be  ■  .c  -V  i 

refusal,  by  showing  too  much  haste  to  obtain  what  ii  mij:ni  ^ve  >i»a  pun  » 
granL"    "  Prince,   replied  the  fain-,  "  1  do  not  wish  you  to  retain  ihts  to*  tr- 

cumspect  conduct  on  my  account;  and  tliat  the  i.trr- ■  •' r —       -  tuptB 

■gain,  as  it  is  now  a  month  since  you  have  wen  tiR-  1   i-  -j. 

you  never  ought  to  let  a  longer  time  than  this  elapse  ■..^..•.^^..  .^,...    .    ..,,  to  tm. 

Begin,  tlicn,  to-morrow,  and  continue  to  visit  him  every  month.  wiUiaat  fam^ 
either  to  speak  to  mc  on  the  subject,  or  to  wait  till  I  mention  it.  1  cooscdx  ^« 
willingly  lo  Vhis  p\aiv." 
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I'rince  Alimcd  set  nut  the  next  (I.-iy  witli  the  same  .ittendants,  but  better 

r^lMippcd,  while  he  hii;i<L'lf  w.is  sXiW  innic  in.!;:!nri-  im:Iv  tmMtn'.crd  ami  drcss»l 
iii.in  he  h.iit  lici'n  the  Jiist  tnnr,  nml  he  ".i>  if  t';\t-i|  hy  the  -iilt.in  with  tl:e 
<  line  joy  niv\  s:\\\i^{.\\  \:m:\  .\>  ln'ltiii-.  Mr  t  i)iUit;::L-tl  111  tl.ii  w.w  fir  iii.iny  numths 
:c^iil.)rlv  to  ;;n  .iiul  {i.iy  !i.s  iL->pei'ti,  hut  ;ilst:n>>  111  .1  riclicr  .iixl  nturc  ni.i;;nitt- 
^ent  style. 

At  Icn^ih  sunic  ^i;:f:-..  \\\\<t  were  f.ivd-.iritos  "f  the  suli.iii.  nml  who  iiii!j;c<i  nf 
the  ^r:)mleur  .iiiil  ]i<i\(l-i  oI  I'l.iv  c  Ahini'd  by  the  ilitfcicni  |>iiiiil'-.  In- thus  ;*.ive 
«>f  it,  abused  the  Mnrrty  The  -^iilt-in  .illnwcd  '.hcni  of  &[)c.ikni.L;  to  him,  in  order  lu 
exritc  some  cnmiiMn^  nf  ,ui^:i'r  111  ilu*  -ulMn's  Ijic-t-^I  :i;::iin>i  his  xm.  They  re- 
presented to  hill]  th.it  il  ii.i--  r.'t  i:i'ue  1)1. ni  '  mnninn  pniilenrc  in  him  to  wish  to 
know  where  the  prin<  c\  retic.it  \v,i-  -,  wlic nr  c  lie  dtrivcd  the  means  .)f  living  at 
ttO  vast  an  cxjicnse.  a-  hr  him--rlf  h.ul  .i-^-i-jnefl  !i:ni  no  cs::ibli-.htnent  or  fixed 
revenue  th.il  lould  eii.iMc  him  m  rcmc  v>  *  <r.\\\,  uh:(  h  he  did  only  ns  a  sort  nf 
baist,  .ind  to  let  him  see  th.d  he  liad  mi  rvc-i'^i'm  tVir  the  Milt.in's  lilwrnlity  to 
enable  hiin  tn  live  like  .■.  prince;  an>!  that,  in  ^Imrt,  thry  were  afraid  that  he  in- 
tended to  exf'itc  a  rcixrlh'iii  ;i;.;.ii:i-t  hi-  pe:  "in  as'.il  deihriinc  him. 

The  siiltan  was  very  f.ir  fiom  liciii:;  ■■!  ■■jui-.Mn  tli.it  rriii'  e  Aliiiicd  was  rapabic 
of  funiun;;  sn  rtreadful  a  di--[^'n  .i"  ti;  ii  wIn'  h  ;lie  f.iNiiuriies  .iltoiupteil  to  aic  use 
him  (»f.  "  Yiiii  im'.in  m  .nm^e  iiu',"  hi-  rr;ilicil.  "  My  son  loves  me,  and  1  am 
the  more  fnnvintfd  nf  h:^  .iircfinn  .i-id  ::<i(liiy,  be.'.ui^e  I  li.ive  not  >;ivcn  hiin 
the  least  raiise  to  be  i!i-^  iTi->;ic<l  wi:h  :]ie."  I'pDn  this,  mie  of  ilic  favouritc-< 
said,  "  Allh<iu;^li.  sire,  iji  lln,-  M-i:ri:'in  i.f  i-icry  'irn-iMe  j'-Tinn,  jmir  m.iie'ity 
cnuld  net  have  laki-n  .1  1it'::i-r  y'.m  :ii  ti  'li.ir  whiih  >(i:i  ri>I|.mi.-d  in  dtrei.'tin..^ 
your  rhnice  rc-pL-i  tin.;  ihr  iii.iiM.i;,'e  ut  ihe  I'nn'-ess  N>i'.ii'iiiinnihar  with  one  "f 
the  princcH  your  "nn^,  yet  wlin  1  an  tell  whe:hiT  I'tincc  Ahmed  h.is  submiiled  lo 
the  decision  nf  <  h.ui- e  «;tli  the  -.inic  rr'!.:na:;iin  .I'i  I'liO' e  llnussam?  M.iy 
nni  he  think  that  he  Innwe'f  wa-.  alunc  wnrthy  i.f  her.  .md  ih.il  yuiir  iiiaje^-ty,  m 
bcstowin;;  her  u|>i>n  cne  '•{  hii  cldtr  lirnrlv.T-.  in  prefcrcnie  M  him,  and  in  siiuerin^ 
the  matter  t^i  I»c  dnidL-tl  by  1  harn  e.  ha-.  t.cen  i^'iihy  nf  .in  miu-iicc  towards  him? 

"Your  m.in.-.ty  in.iy  iKTh.t[i--  -.i-.  ,■"  <  iintitmcd  Ihii  iiiah' ions  f.ivuurite,  "  that 
Prince  Ahnuil  ha>  m-i  -iinwn  tiie  U-.i-i  i:i.i;k  of  di'^'onrent,  that  mi r  fears  aie 
vain,  and  th.il  we  .ire  wr'H;^  in  ■«ij:/r-,!in4  .my  *u-;i:(iiin  of  ihis  nature,  and 
whiLh  ni.iy  not  h.ne  iln:  Ui-(  l'''iiiii!  i-  >n  .i.;.i;n*i  a  ;ir;ni  i-  ■•?  his  r.ink.  llul.  Mre, 
it  IS  [xi>«.ible  ib.i!  tlif-i-  ,;-;■:.  1.  :;-  im  ly  ]><■  well  f'.:r.i!cd.  ^'oUr  m.i|rsty  is  not 
ilinnr.mt  lh.it.  in  *o  rli!;- .i*i'  .1:  .1  liiip-.rMrit  an  attar,  it  i-  rerc^Mry  to  ix;  verv 
careful.  Vovi  -houlil  ■  >■:■«[. Im  !h  i!  :h;- i!.*-;!n',!l.i;;  r:i  t,n  the  p.irt  nf  the  prinfi* 
may  l**- rir.U  fur  the  p,ir|.i— ■  'f  iTnus.-i.;  .iv.d  i!c<  fiv  :n'.j  \pi;ir  maie-ty,  anrl  that 
the  daiif;rr  is  .il-.o  the  mon-  t  1  1h-  iln-.i-l.-d.  .i-.  I'r-.rrp  ,\hnud  sei-ni-.  to  re-;ih-  .11 
nn  ;in.it  d>la:;'  e  fioin  >o:r  ■  \\<::.\\.  [f  \..tir  !!i  le^tv  .il.i.  had  pud  llie  -mif 
aiteii^i  >n  to  i-\t-r\ihin;;  .is  wf  h.ue  dmr.  v.-ij   in  ..'lit  hiM*  obwrvcil  th.it  f\v'.\- 

tmie  I  he  ['r:n Tiirx  (u  \:^.\   \  .1  Iki'Ii  ':■.*•  ^■.'A  \\:-  .\\:>i\>\  irt>  .in-  .jiit<-  Irrsh  in 

appe.iT.iiiM- ;  \\\r\\  ijic--,  i-,'l  iiif  ■ir-i  iMfii;.  ii  ::;  ■  I  thir  (n-i-i'w  .i:id  Iii-im'-., 
ha\e  the  •.aiiie  bi^tn-  .1^  .1  t!:'  ■-  !i  i-l  •'  ;;  :••.•  i-.i  ■■n'.v  ruin-  mii:  i.|  ''h*  !;  .nl,  i>l 
ihew'ukincn  Ivill  :!',i-  ■  '-  t-'--  i--  •■■•  r);t-  !■■!-!  fi':.-  ;c.I.  .1:1  !  i;ijm  i-  .!■,  if 
ihev  only  came  tr.'::i  t?i.  -■  etc  --.  I  '.i--  >■  .!:<■  e-.  li  nt  m.irk'.  :Iiat  I'r-;  >■  Ahnml 
rc-nle-  in  tin-  m-ij-bb-  .:■'  oiil  ivil  ■.»•■■';  -.■!■!  ■'■.■.;  'w  -h  .iM  \tr  •■■>.'.-.:  .z:  .\  ;;i  ••v.t 
d;:;y  if  nc  d.d  not  I.  .'.:>••.■.  n-:-:.  ■■■-;  'hivi  to  -.  ■  :•  ri.i'i-!\.  a^  well  I'.ir  ^-'MI  •.«  11 
prcservaiii.n  .i-.  for  th-'  .--  A  ■•(  ;!.■•  -:  ■•■.  I:  "■  <  ■  iv. :,-,  to  jo:i  tn  take  -..  h  ^tep- 
as  you  may  >i<L'e  in.  '!  ;.iipi  i 

When  the  f.iv  ir.:--  hi'..  ;:■'.  -1  t';  -  *  •  •  -■-.■■•■  h.  tlie  •.■.\\\r\  \.:\  in  fni  lo 
the  c.-nwr-  iti'.n  b\  - 1.  ■  :.  "  Hl■.^  •■■.  ■  r  1!!  •!■  -  n  i\  l"-.  I  il-i  r.  :  t--!;t  »e  itii:  my 
win  .Atinird  •  in  \n-  —•  w .  ki'-l  .1-  -.  ■  1  m  '*!i  ■  ■  ;*t-  tide  un-  ;  I  am  nr\rr!li"'Iesi 
obh^jeil  lo  \oi  t'.r  x-'ir  .iil\.i  e,  .ir.il  d"  not  i[  .  ;"-i:  tl;.i!  )■  t  have  sJid  c^cr>lhin^ 
with  the  bfvt  intention^." 


The  sultan  spoke  in  this  manner  lo  his  favourites,  that  they  might  no*  pcrcb»t 
thai  their  discourse  had  made  .iny  impression  upon  his  mind  Hecouid  DO(  help, 
ho^vever,  being  much  .ilarmed,  and  he  resolved  to  observe  the  conduct  of  Pnncc 
/Vlimed,  without  even  mformmg  his  grand  vtzicr.  He  ordered  the  enduutcctt 
to  be  sent  for  privately,  and  bad  her  miroduccd  tlirou[;h  a  secret  door  of  the  dUkk, 
and  conducted  to  his  apartment  "  You  told  mc  ilic  iruih,"  uid  dw  saltan  tA 
her,  on  her  entrance,  "  when  you  assured  mc  chat  my  son  Ahmed  was  noc  dad, 
and  1  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  havm^  done  so ;  but  you  must  now  mtbrd  ne 
a  further  satisfactioru  /Vliliou^'h  I  have  -iince  discovered  him,  and  he  oowcacaci 
ever)'  month  to  pay  me  a  visit,  yet  I  have  not  been  able  to  leam  trora  hbn  m  vte 
spot  he  has  ti>.ed  his  residence,  and  I  do  not  *vish  to  put  such  a  rvslr.i[nt  apon 
him  as  (o  compel  him  to  tell  me  against  his  inclination.     You,  ''  havv 

nodoubt,arc  skilful  enough tosatisfymy curiosity, without  its  bci  cither 

to  him  or  to  anyone  at  my  court.    You  know  that  he  \<.  hcre.ani.  mr*- 

tomed  to  depart  without  talcmjj  leave  either  of  me  or  any  one  el-^-.  -  loar 

no  time.  (Jo  to-diy,  and  place  yourself  on  the  road  he  takes,  and  obMnrc  lua 
so  well,  that  you  may  know  to  what  place  he  retires,  and  then  bring  me  tiM  U>- 
formniion." 

After  leaving  the  palace,  as  the  enchantre&s  had  learnt  the  spot  wbcir  PrtDre 
Ahmcii  had  found  his  arrow,  she  mstantty  went  and  concealed  bcrvclf  socarcMljr 
among  the  rucks  thai  no  one  could  perceive  her. 

Prince  Ahmed  set  olT  tlie  next  morning  at  daybreak,  w:r^ Ving  loivc  ti 

the  sultan  his  father  or  any  of  the  courtiers,  according  to  h^  -.torn.    Tfci 

enchantress  saw  him  coming,  and  followed  him  with  hci  t'>^  7.  ,..„  ^.ic  loi(  acfcl 
both  of  him  And  his  attendants. 

As  tliesc  rocks  formed  an  insurmotintablc  barrier  to  mortals  riiii*-'  ■i-^  frto*  « 
horseback,  on  account  oi  their  being  so  steep,  the  enchantress  :' 
of  these  two  things  must  be  the  fact :  either  that  the  prince  relit  r 
or  into  sume  subterraneous  place  where  genii  and  fiiries  took  up  tb«itf  aback. 
As  soon  as  she  supposed  that  the  prince  and  his  attendants  had  disappearcd,aBd 
were  ;;one  into  the  cavern  or  subierrancnus  place,  which  she  conjectured  to  be 
there,  she  came  out  of  the  place  m  which  she  had  concealed  herself,  and  foiac 
into  all  the  recesses  as  far  as  she  could,  she  looked  about  on  all  sides  of  her.  walk- 
ing backwards  and  forwards  sevcrrU  times.    But  notwithstandmg  all  th*«  '•^re  ^br 
took,  she  could  not  perceive  any  entrance  into  the  cavern,  not  e«  ■ 
which  had  not  cscajjcd  tlie  sight  of  Prince  Ahmed.     In  fact,  1' 
capable  of  being  seen  but  by  men.  and  only  by  such  01  iho&C  a5  tnc  ta.r.-  I'on- 
Banou  wished  to  see,  and  not  at  all  by  women. 

The  enchantress,  who  found  that  she  was  only  giving  herself  tnoch  bkIcm 

trouble,  was  obliged  to  he  satisfied  with  the  discovery  she  had  alrcadr  made 

She  returned,  therefore,  to  give  an  account  of  her  proceedings  to  the  wtltaa  ;  »»i 

[having  related  the  several  steps  she  had  taken,  she  added.  '*  Your  nuieaty  mt^ 

easily  conjecture,  after  what  I  ha%c  the  hanour  of  ml' •"•-  '""  "f  "'-■>'  •'  "~"' 

not  be  aver)' dirtiCTjlt  m.iitcT  forme  to  afford  you  all  ii 

respecting  the  conductof  Prince  Ahmed.     1  will  not  .;...  .  :.. :  1 ,    - 

because  I  would  rather  make  it  known  to  your  majesty  in  a  way  itui  out  kmfi 

no  doubt  on  your  mind.     In  order  to  accomplish  it,  I  only  leouesi   rime  md 

patience,  and  full  permission  to  follow  my  own  nUms,  without  t  :wl  » 

mform  you  of  the  means  1  make  usenf."    The  sultan  was  s.vtist^'  ■  -at  ite 

proposed.    "  You  shall  do  as  you  please,"  he  aaid  ;  "g**.  >""  ^"^  mi»iie»*  of  yoof 

I  actions ;  and  I  will  wait  with  patience  10  sec  the  effect  of  voiir  promt9P*i."     !• 

lordcr  to  give  her  »omc  encouragement,  he  pre.senied  her 

[diamond,  telling  her  at  the  same  time  that  it  was  only  the  ' 

mnud.  when  she  should  complete  tfic  importanc  Hrr\ioe,  for  'Jic  iC>-i.iuj>li4amcai 

OrjdUch  he  relied  ei\Urclv  uu.ji\  her  skill. 


• '    -"-"• "• 


rat       J 
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,S;:i'  <■  I';  111!  1-  AliMK-il  li.iil  iitiLi'iini  |i(rni,-*:i.n  nI  llur  l'.iir>  In  ^o  \,i  tlu'  Ciiurt  ol 
Ii;-  t.itinr.  Ill-  I:  ni  luni  rir^,i-;ri!  !■.  \:i.  1..-  n  -p*' 1-.  iliL'ii-  rf:^i:l.ii  ly  imic  ,1 
iiii»ri:;i  :  .mil  .i-.  llif  i.-:\-  li  n'.tu  --  \i.i-  t.'",  ;...:.■  i.iv.l  •■t  li.il.  -ii-'  w.uHil  t:l!  lln-  iu-\: 
1:1  f.r.ii  li  i>l  t !  ip-<  il.  A  •]  t\  ■  :  :it'i  Ix  I'lr  j:  ».:■>  •|'.::i('  cm  i,  ^lii-  <!j'1  ni>t  l.til  t" 
^;.i  ..;i  r.-.!  I.,  tin:  !■■■'..-.  .1:.  .  •■  ^  :  .:  linv.!'.  -;.■•  :ri  v.h..  !i  -111-  li.ui  l.'^I  -i^lit  .'I 
I':  Ml-  i- Al:;iii  -i  .I'l'!  i;  ■•  .i!;-.;,  ;  ■■:■-.  lor  li.i.-  |i,:!  j-.i-inl  pmi;!!..  lUt:  >  litiliL-  "he  li.ni 
|ir;:ii'il    i:iii.  <-vi  .  .;;:■  :i. 

i  III-  ru-\l  lii  .i:::!.  :.  i\l;<:i  :..  ■  (i::;.  ■■.  .i-*  ::-  t  {\,  i  .11110  mtl  nf  I  lit"  in  Hi  ilnir,  w:iii 
I'n"  -  line  .1 ;: rill  1.1  ir  -  .n  .itw  r.  >  .!■  <  :ii;i  ■...-.vi  ii  111.  tir  |>.i--i>l  i  ln-i,"  l-i  lli>-  i-:i<  li.ii::- 
1 1'--.  wli-'Ui  l.f  •'.  il  ;.'ii  K':->"A  ■  ■  !"■  ••'.*■  ,  .unl  nii-rn  .11.,  ili.it  -In-  l^.l^  hiii/  i!"wii. 
.*■:!!  ht'[  iii-.nl  '  :ji;v:''  ■:  -t.  •■■:■  ■".  .1  l'.'-  >•  "I  lin-  i"'  k,  .sinl  lli.i'.  -^ln-  1  iMpl.imi-ii 
liki'  .1  ;nT-Mii  i!l  ,  UMl  J'.,:r  .1  ■.:;i[i  L'-.iCl     Mrlili  •  .i   :,,:;i  !■.  ,    >  lUMKT  Im  li'  I.  I'l  IIUjM  i; 

nil. It  M.i- ;ik>*  iii.i::' 1  ->^.':i  li<  :.  i':<l  '.ii.<:iiM  Ik'h..!'!  .M;<iiil  liir  ,111;.  .i--i-:.iii' v. 
Till-,  iiiiii.ii.^  r;ii  Ji.i  Ti'  --.  a;:!!  ...;  i  i:.r,;  ;:]i  in  i  l.ivul.  :i,!!  i'uklil,.;  .11  lla-  jHllUi-  -  ■ 
■I-  "'..'A  r.iiiii-  '.n  I  \'  ■■'■  :..  :■  i>--  ■".  h:jnh  li  ;;.  '-ii-i.'.!!  .I'.^I   iii'ci :.:;■;■  1'  wunl-, 

.\>  ;i  -lie  h.iil  ^1'  1"  ■!:":  '.' .  ."I  '.!•.•  .i:!i.:v.'.it.i!  -:.!.■  ii  id  iil:  lici  li.iu-r  iii  ilir  >  \t\. 
.inl  ii|i.in  I  Ik-  I'lh!  w.i'  -1  .  1  w.tl;  t  }!i'-;  \.''ii:.l  li  .i-i.  ^  ■  lli.it  ln.-r  -".n-ii.:;!!  i\;r.'- 
i.i.li  ■!  luT.  .mil  -11'.-  »i'  II  li  j«  '1  ".  '  <']i.  111!  I  ;*  m.i.:i  ;ti  ;!u-  ^l.r.i*  m  \^li:i  li  thc^ 
iht'ii  ~.i--t  h(-r.  Ill  il  |>i  :  <-  I  '  >i  -'.  .;::  I:  .11  ui)  li'-i:->'.  .;iiil  niTlii>;it  tlic  Impc  i>l  Ixin.; 
r'l.i'\<'il.  "\I'.  .  ' -.i  w.mi  I..  !;ii  l';::;.i:  A}i:ii',-ii,  "  viii  .110  imt  >"  I'.ir  timii 
.t--;-*  III'  (■  .1-  \>i  I  :i.  I'.  '  .;■.■  ■■'-.  I  i':i  ic.ul>  I'  ■  'luivn  c  >n".i  nf  11,  .itvl  I. -Hi.-  V'>;i 
1  .Kl'.i-'.ril  1.1  ,1  iil.i.  !■  m;;.  ;.-,ii  'Ii: -.  U  iu'li-  '.oli  i  ','.  V.  \  '■■.•.\\  il.kVCt-\Ll>  .ittlllt;"!) 
Jl.l.il    \irl].   !t.i:    Ulli    VtT.     r-       iTl     i'f    '     lit!.        \    ■:     i.  i .  f.  lIltTL  1  ■ri.',  i  111)    li    I  :><.'.  ,111(1 

•.irii-r  iiiU-  ■■!  Ill-,   piujili-  1  .  "i  ii,t-  \i>::  ]•■  :■.:■.■[   l.;i:i. 

A"  ln-.ir  II.;  !li;-.i!n-  i-ri  ;i.iii;:i''-.  aIi"  I.cI  I-  ..  m  >!  ti..-  kiiu-^huiK  fur  ihr  p.i:- 
jiiiii:  i<l  <!>  •'.i-i.:;^  lii^  .i)i<iji*,  li-iw  lii'  I:im1.  .i:.i:  ki. ii.it  u.i-<  ti.-  Mtii-itiun.  il:il  tmi 
rcf.i-»e  ;lic  k.[i'l  '■:iir  In-  >"  .;i.-!-.f;ii;i-'y  m  nU-  In.  re  .nul  in  nnk-r  t>>  sli->vv,  i.i'Iii-r  1>^ 
tier  .11  :;i'ii-<  tiii:.  tnr  ai'I-I-,  'i;  il  -In- .i-  •  p!iii  o!  i;.  -In- iii.hIl"  !ii:vi.'r.il  t-!liiit-<  t-i 
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with  my  lot.  In  the  midst  of  ray  happiness  there  wa»  one  thing  only  that  tro-j- 
bled  roc,  or  was  capable  of  atTortliiij;  inc  unirasintss,  and  ihat  was  the  distr-r-  •  1 
had  no  doubt  you  experienced  fmm  your  ignumncc  of  what  had  become  ui  mc 
after  1  t)ius  di&appcarcd  from  yuur  court  I  thoufihi  u,  tlicrcfore,  my  duly  to 
come  and  free  >ou  from  this  unpleasant  state,  as  1  have  nuw  done.  This  was 
my  otdy  motive  for  coming;  and  the  only  favour  1  ask  of  your  majesty  in  return 
1&  10  permit  me  to  come  from  time  to  time  lu  pay  my  rc^pccLs  lu  you  and  inibcm 
myself  of  ilie  state  of  your  health." 

"  My  son,"  replied  the  sultan,  '*  I  cannot  possibly  refuse  the  pcmibsion  you 
request.    I  should,  nevertheless,  have  preferred  that  you  had  dctcrmmed  to  come 
and  live  near  mc.    TcU  me  at  least  by  what  means  I  can  Ic.irn  .iny  irnclliKrnc* 
of  you  whenever  you  should  fail  to  contc  here  yuurself,  or  whenever  yoi 
miyht  be  necessary."    "Sire,"  replied  Prince  Aiimcd.  *'wh.ii  your  i; 
mands  of  me  forms  a  part  of  llic  mystery  1  have  u  ■ 
then,  to  suffer  me  to  be  silent  on  this  point.     I  will 
my  respects, that  1  only  fear  you  will  think  me  tuu  .ni(. nuiiKc,  r*i!i« 
accuse  me  of  ncgii^ence  in  not  coming  when  my  presence  miijhi  be  ncci 

The  .Sultan  of  India  did  not  press  i'rince  Ahmed  any  more  upon  tbt* 
"  My  son,"  said  he, "  I  do  not  wish  to  penetrate  any  further  mto  your  sccn;t 
leave  it  entirely  to  yourself;  but  I  must  say  tliat  your  presence  aflonU  me 
greiteiit  pleasure  you  can  bestow  upon  mc;  that  1  have  not  received  so  much 
happiness  for  a  lony  time  past  as  yxni  now  alTord  mc ;  and  thai  von  will  lie 
welcome  whenever  your  own  affairs  or  your  inclination  may  indi  i 

Prince  Ahmed  remained  only  three  days  at  the  court  of  the  -'-. 
He  set  out  ^-cry  e.-irly  on  the  fourth  morninjj,  and  I'ari-Uanou  s.tw  hmi 
vith  the  greater  jay  as  she  did  not  expect  to  see  him  so  soon ;  and  the  buCB 
made  urged  her  lo'condemn  herself  for  having  suspected  him  of  being  gutky 
infidelity  towards  her,  so  cunlrary  to  his  mcr>l  solemn  promise.  She  dta  not  4i^ 
semble  her  suspicion,  but  frankly  confessed  her  weakness,  and  reqaested  hn 
pardon.  The  union  of  these  two  lovers  w.is  thereafter  so  perfect  that  the  one 
did  not  breathe  a  wi&h  unfclt  by  the  other. 

About  a  month  after  the  return  of  Prince  Ahmed  the  fairy  obsenr«d  ifaat,  a&Br 
having  given  her  an  account  of  his  visit,  and  mentioned  the  conversation  he  ~ 
had  with  his  father,  and  that  he  should  get  permission  to  come  and  pay 
respects  to  him  vcr>-  often,  this  prince  dtd  not  speak  of  the  sultan  any  morr  t 
if  no  such  perM>n  existed,  alllniugh  he  had  fonncrly  Lunslantly  turned  the  v 

versalion  to  him,  and  she  concluded  that  he  nt-  '  ■■■■-■!  '•— ■  ' i-.-   •  'ounC 

She  therefore  one  day  took  an  opportunity  of  sj-  "  TcD 

mc,  my  prince,"  said  she,  ■*  have  you  forgotten  iliL   ,_; -  :-,..-. :  iln  i-.m 

not  remember  the  promise  you  made  him  that  \ou  would  frequently  go  and  aee 
him  ?  I  have  not  forgotten  what  you  said  to  me  on  your  return,  aitd  1  now  pot 
you  in  mind  of  it,  that  you  may  not  wait  may  longer  before  you  pcrfonn  jrnv 
pnwnise  for  the  first  time.'" 

"  Madam,"  replied  Prince  Ahmed,  in  the  same  cheerful  tone  of  voic«  u  die 
fairy-  had  spoken  in.  "  I  do  not  feci  myself  culpable  for  the  negligence  and  forta- 
fulness  with  which  you  -itcose  mc,  because  I  would  n>thcr  suffer  the  repnad) 
whidi  you  make  mc,  without  deserving  il,  llian  be  esposefl  lo  the  rh»n<ce  of  » 
refusal,  by  showing  too  much  hasic  to  obtain  wh.ii  it  ni 
grant"  "  Prince,"  replied  the  fairy,  "  I  do  not  ttish  you  ■■ 
Cumspect  conduct  on  my  account;  and  that  the  same  il 
again,  as  it  is  now  a  month  since  you  have  seen  the  lult.i: 
you  never  ought  to  let  a  longer  time  than  this  elapse  '  ■ 
Begin,  then,  to-morrow,  and  continue  to  visit  litin  c 
either  to  spe.ik  to  me  on  the  subject,  or  to  wait  till  I  ii-<L.i.  vu  li 
willingly  to  iJiis  plan." 
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Pnnce  Ahmed  set  out  the  n«xt  day  with  the  same  attendants,  biit  better 
equipped,  while  lie  liiriisctf  w.is  stilt  more  mngnificcnilv  mounted  ami  dressed 
than  he  h.id  bce»  the  rirst  time,  and  he  ums  recciied  by  the  sulian  with  the 
>.tme  joy  nnd  satisr.iciion  rts  before.  He  continued  in  thai  way  Tor  many  months 
regularly  to  go  and  pay  his  respects,  but  nhraj'S  in  a  richer  and  more  magniii- 
ceni  style. 

At  length  some  viiiers  who  were  favourites  of  the  sultin.  and  who  judged  of 
the  grandeur  and  power  of  Fnnce  Ahmed  by  the  different  proofs  he  thus  gave 
of  it.  abused  the  liberty  the  sultan  nllon'cd  tliciii  of  speaking  to  him.  in  order  to 
exote  some  emotions  of  anger  in  the  sultan's  brenst  against  his  son.  They  rc- 
pfcsentcd  to  him  that  it  was  no  more  than  common  pmdcnce  in  him  to  wish  to 
know  where  the  prince's  retreat  wa<;;  M-hence  he  derived  the  means  of  living  at 
$0  vTtst  an  expense,  as  he  himself  h.id  assigned  him  no  establishment  or  iixcd 
tevenue  ih.it  could  enable  him  to  come  to  court,  which  he  did  only  as  a  sort  of 
boast,  and  to  let  him  see  that  he  had  no  occasion  for  the  sultan's  libcrahty  to 
enable  him  to  live  like  a  prince;  and  that,  in  short,  they  were  afraid  that  he  in* 
tended  to  excite  a  rcl>e]lton  against  his  person  and  dethrone  him. 

The  sultan  was  \xr>'  far  from  l»cing  of  opinion  that  Prmcc  Alimed  was  capable 
of  fonning  so  dreadful  a  de^i^  as  that  which  the  favourites  attempted  to  accuse 
him  of.  *'  You  mean  to  amuse  mc,"  he  replied.  '*  My  son  lo*'es  me,  and  I  am 
the  more  convinced  of  his  affection  and  fidclitv,  because  1  have  not  given  him 
the  least  raitsc  to  be  dissatisfied  with  me."  Upon  this,  one  of  the  f.ivountes 
iiid,  "Althrnigh,  sire,  in  the  opinion  of  every  sensible  person,  your  majesty 
could  not  have  taken  a  better  plan  than  that  which  \'nu  followed  in  directing 
your  choice  respecting  the  marri.igc  of  the  I'rincess  Slourounnihoj*  with  one  of 
ihe  princes  your  sons,  yet  who  can  tell  whether  I'rince  Ahmed  has  submitted  to 
the  decision  of  chance  with  the  some  resignation  as  I'rince  Hottsutn  \  May 
not  he  think  that  he  himself  was  alone  worthy  of  her,  and  that  your  majesty,  in 
bestowing  her  upon  one  of  his  elder  brothers  in  preference  to  him,  .ind  in  suffering 
tbe  nutter  to  be  decided  by  chance,  has  been  guilty  of  an  injustice  towards  him? 

"Your  majc5t>'  may  perhaps  say,"  continued  this  malicious  favourite,  " that 
Prince  Ahmed  lus  not  shown  the  least  mark  of  discontent,  that  our  fears  ate 
vain,  and  that  wc  are  wrong  in  suggcsung  any  suspicion  of  this  nature,  and 
which  may  not  have  the  Ica^t  foundation  against  a  prince  of  his  rank.  But,  sire, 
it  is  possible  that  these  suspicions  may  be  well  foundetL  Your  majesty  u  not 
ignorant  that,  in  so  delicate  and  important  an  aHair,  it  is  necessan-  to  be  very 
careful.  You  should  consider  that  this  dissimulation  on  the  part  of  the  prince 
may  be  only  for  the  purpose  of  amusing  and  deceiving  yowr  mjijesty.  and  that 
the  danger  is  also  the  more  to  be  dreaded,  as  Prince  Ahmed  seems  to  reside  at 
iu»  grr.it  distance  from  your  capital  If  your  m.i)esty  also  had  p;iid  the  same 
attention  to  e^-erj-thing  as  we  have  done,  you  might  have  obserx-ed  that  e»xry 
time  the  prince  comes  to  visit  you  both  he  and  hts  attendants  are  quite  fresh  in 
appearance;  their  dress,  and  the  ornaments  both  of  their  persons  and  horses. 
have  the  same  lustre  as  if  they  had  that  instant  only  come  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  workmen.  Even  their  horses  are  not  the  least  fatigticd.  and  appear  as  if 
they  only  came  from  their  exercise.  These  arc  evident  marks  that  Prince  Ahmed 
resides  in  the  ne'ighbuurl  ood,  itnd  we  thought  that  we  should  be  wanting  in  our 
duty  if  we  did  not  humbly  represent  them  to  your  majesty,  as  well  for  yuur  own 
prcserration  as  for  the  good  of  the  state.  It'  belongs  to  you  to  take  such  steps 
as  you  may  judge  most  proper." 

When  the  bvouritc  had  concluded  this  long  speech,  the  sultan  put  .in  end  to 
tbe  conversation  by  saying,  "  However  all  this  nuy  be,  1  do  not  believe  that  my 
ton  Ahmed  can  be  so  wicked  as  you  wish  to  persuade  me ;  I  am  nc%trTtheless 
obliged  to  you  for  your  advice,  and  do  not  doubt  that  )-ou  have  said  everjthing 
with  the  best  intentions." 


The  sultan  spoke  in  this  manner  to  liis  favouriies,  ttut  iliey  might  not  pen 
that  their  discourse  had  made  nny  impression  upon  his  mind.     He  could  not 
however,  being  much  alarmed,  and  he  resolved  to  observe  the  conduct  of  I'r 
Ahmed,  without  even  informing;  bis  f^nd  vizier.     He  ordered  the  cnc 
to  be  sent  for  privately,  and  had  her  introduced  through  a  secret  door  of  the  i 
.md  conducted  to  his  apartment.    "  Vou  told  mc  the  truth,''  said  the  sut 
her,  on  her  entrance,  "  vrhcn  you  assured  mc  that  my  son  Ahmed  was  not  dead,] 
rtnd  I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  havio]^  done  so  ;  but  you  musi  now  atford  me 
a  further  Mitisfiiction.    Although  1  liave  since  discovered  tiiin,  and  he  now  comci , 
ever>-  month  to  pay  mea  visit,  yet  I  have  not  been  able  to  le;ini  Irom  hiin  ml 
spot  he  has  fixed  his  residence,  and  I  dn  not  wish  to  put  such  a  restraint' 
him  as  to  compel  him  to  tell  me  a^inst  his  inchnatinn.     You,  hoti^e^er,  I 
no  doubt,  are  skilful  enough  to  satisfy  my  curiosity,  without  its  beJn^  known  eitt 
to  him  or  to  any  one  at  my  court.    You  know  that  he  is  here,  and  a?,  he  is 
tamed  to  depart  without  taking'  leave  cither  of  me  or  any  one  tl^,  vou  mt 
no  time.     Go  to-day,  and  place  yourself  on  the  road  he  takes,  and  ot 
<yo  well,  that  you  niay  know  to  what  place  he  retires,  and  then  brii^  mc  the  in-' 
formation." 

After  Icavinj;  tlic  palace,  as  the  enchantress  had  Icamt  the  spot  where  PriDC«l 
Ahmed  h.id  found  his  arrow,  she  instantly  went  and  concealed  herself  so  cardiaOf 
among  the  rocks  that  no  one  could  pL-rceive  her. 

Prince  Ahmed  set  off  the  next  morning  at  daybreak,  wthout  taking  leavr^o^ 
the  sultan  his  father  or  any  of  the  courtiers,  according  to  his  usual  cusiom.         ~ 
enchantress  saw  him  coming,  and  fallowed  him  with  her  eyes  till  she  lose 
both  of  him  and  his  attendants. 

As  these  rocks  formed  an  insurmountable  barrier  to  monals  either  cm  foot  or 

horseback,  on  account  of  their  beinj;  so  steep,  the  enchantress  thouj^ht  that  ont 

of  thcbC  two  things  must  be  the  fact :  eitlicr  that  the  prince  retired  int<»  a  cavcra, 

or  into  some  subterraneous  place  where  genii  and  fairies  took  up  their  abode. 

/Vs  soon  as  she  supptised  that  the  prince  and  his  attendants  had  disappeared, Md 

were  ^onc  into  tlie  ravem  or  subterraneous  place,  which  she  conjectured 

there,  she  came  out  of  the  place  in  which  she  Iiad  concealed  herself,  and*^ 

into  .ill  the  recesses  as  far  as  she  could,  she  looked  about  on  all  sides  of  hcrj 

iny  Iwckwards  and  forwards  several  times.     But  notwithstanding  all  the  (.arei 

took,  she  could  not  perceive  any  entrance  into  the  cavcni,  nor  c»  en  tlic  iroft  i " 

which  had  not  escajjcd  the  sight  of  Prince  Ahmed.     In  fact,  this  door 

capable  of  being  seen  but  by  men,  and  only  by  such  of  those  as  the  Caii 

banou  wished  to  see,  and  not  at  all  by  women. 

The  enchantress,  who  found  that  she  was  only  giving  herself  much 

[trouble,  was  obliged  (o  be  satisfied  with  the  disroverv'  she  had  already  nude 

She  returned,  therefore,  to  gi%'c  an  account  of  her  proceedings  to  the  ?iiUan  ;  tuA 

hanng  rdated  the  se%'cral  step<i  she  had  taken,  she  added,  *'  Yi' 

ea^ly  conjecture,  after  what  1  have  the  honour  of  informing  v-' 

not  bca  very  difhcult  matter  for  me  to  atford  you  all  it' 

respeainj;  the  conduct  of  Phncc  Ahmed,     I  will  not 

because  I  wtnild  rather  make  it  known  to  your  majesty  in  a  ^^ 

no  doubt  on  your  mind.     In  order  tu  accomplish  it,  I  only  r< 

^patience,  and  full  permission  to  follow  my  own  plans,  wit!  ■ 

[inform  you  of  the  me.ins  I  make  use  of."    The  sultan  virdf.  ^ 

[.proposed.    "  You  sliall  do  .as  you  please,"  he  said  ;  •*ito,y"' 

Lirttons :  and  1  will  wait  with  patience  to  see  the  effect  o; 

['Order  to  give  her  some  cncounigrmcni,  he  presented  her 

li.iinond,  telling  her  at  the  same  time  ih.u  it  was  only  the  ' 

rtcward.  when  she  should  complete  the  important  scrv nf .  f  ■ 

of  which  he  relied  entirely  upon  her  skill. 


TV  Nis$»ry  iff  f)ritM  AkmM 0*4  r'*»^K.k. 


Since  Prince  Ahmed  had  lAdiilMwl , 
his  father,  be  lud  nc^^  negtccnd  (0 
month  ;  and  as  the  enchantress  wk^  turt'ip 
DUinih  had  elapsed.     A  day  or  twu  l>cfi»re 

go  on  foot  to  Uic  rocks,  and  \rjii  al  llio  vci «.     , .  .        ....  1....1  .,'...-  i 

i'rince  Ahmed  and  his  attcntlaius.  for  the  pur|KM«i>r  |mUln||  |h»  •■  UviMv  hhii  hud 
formed  intu  evetution. 

The  nexi  mnming,  when  ihe  |>rincc,  na  uhim),  ■ 
the  sonir  attendants  as  always  accunipameil  Itiiii,  I' 
ress,  whom  he  did  not  know  to  Iw  une  ;  unit  oIiu'ivmik  tlmi 
M-ith  ber  head  supponcd  a>{ain!it  a  piece  ut  the  rotU,  iiikI  11 
hkea  person  in  great  p;iin,C()mpaMion  indtucd  hini  U'v*'  '■••t)*"  •" 
what  was  ihc  mailer  with  her,  and  whether  lie  oiuld  «lTMt<l  do    ■ 
Tbecunning  encbuntrcsii,  without  hftin^uphcr  lir    '       ' 
ai  ^till  mure  to  excite  hi-j  Loiiip,itMiin,  tcphril  ut  ' 
as  if  she  had  great  difTictthy  in  hrealhiii '.  ' 
and  upon  the  load  was  sejrt-d  wiih  .1  m 
laJod  her,  aod  she  was  obhged  i 
llwnmrher,inaplace  CirdiBUUiT  ' 

"Hj  good  woman,"  u.> ■  ■ 

:  u  yoa  xaaj  auppme,     1  an  md> 

loapfaKcvery  near  tliia,  wbera  yo- 

ye«,  boi  win  W7  tooa  br  cmmL    tmi  Iummi,  Uifntib**,  tn< 

of  mv  people  10  uteyoMUUatf  hiM** 

At  hean^  ifamfcc  «f  hantrws.  wf»o  iad  fcy  l<  AU  Uhim  wi<r  Ihw  l>f  W 

poM  of  £sc»raiBfhH  abode,  how  te»*«k,  aid  wfcMmwlMMiN^^         M« 

W  an  aw  II  iiailj  id»  Wt  m4  m  »»4m  Ut  mim,9mm  fe 

her  iiiiiai  ^m  hfr  voi^  that  ike  mrrw^tM  0(  M,mm  mm^  mtmm  mhrt*  in 

hfmmU 
MM  M«  ^  *»  aMn4M»  «>  wy  Am  lU  wMM 
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the  express  purpose  of  affording  you  some  Krcit  mortiticatiDR.  Do  not,  however, 
let  ihis  jfflici  you  ;  be  assured  that  whatever  ilie>-  niay  contrive  and  plan  Sfcaiau 
you  shall  be  of  m^  efftrct ;  I  will  deliver  you  from  all  the  tiiiarcs  they  nuy  sei 
for  you.     Co,  llierefore,  and  pursue  your  inurney." 

This  speech  uf  the  fairy  did  not  in  the  least  alarm  Prince  Ahmed,  "As  I  have 
no  recollection,  my  princess,"  he  replied,  '*uf  ever  ha\*ing  injured  any  one.  atwl 
n$  I  have  no  intention  of  doing  so,  I  do  not  think  that  any  pcrton  can  \u 
thought  of  .-iiicmptin};  to  hurt  me.  Let  this,  howe\'cr.  be  ns  it  may.  I  &hall  dcv 
cease  from  doiny  all  the  good  1  can,  whenever  an  opportunity  may  present  itsel 
Having  said  this,  he  took  leave  of  tlie  fairy,  and  again  pursued  his  joumc) .  whic 
had  been  interrupted  b>'  meeting'  with  the  ench;uitrc^ii,  :md  K>on  arrived,  wa 
hia  attendants,  at  the  court  of  the  sullan  his  father,  who  received  him  ai  near  a» 
possible  in  his  u^ual  manner,  endeavouring  as  much  as  he  could  to  apMsir  av  it 
nothing  had  happened,  and  tJiat  the  conversation  which  his  favourites  tuui  helil 
had  excited  no  suspicions  in  his  breast. 

In  the  meantime  the  tno  females,  to  whom  T'.'iri-lt.inou  had  given  her  oniert, 
conducted  the  enchantress  into  a  very  beautiful  apsrtmcnl,  richly  fumishetl 
They  at  first  made  licr  sit  down  on  a  sofa,  where,  while  she  supported  her  head 
against  a  cushion  of  gold  brocade,  they  prep;ired  a  t>ed  ne;ir  her  un  tlie  same  loCi, 
the  mattresses  of  which  were  nude  of  siUm  richly  einbroidercd,  the  jihc 
of  the  finest  linen,  and  the  counterp.ine  uf  cloth  cl  iruhL  When  lliey  liad 
her  in  getting  to  bed— for  the  enr huntress  still  coniinurd  lo  pretend  tliat  I 
tit  with  which  she  had  been  attacked  tormented  her  *o  much  that  she  c 
assist  herself — one  of  them  went  mii  of  the  room,  and  came  h.i -I:  ?(>  n 
basin  of  the  ^ncst  porcelain  in  her  hand,  containing  a  cen 
scntcd  it  to  the  enchantress,  and  while  the  other  female  i- 
up,  "Take  this  liquor,"  said  she  who  brouj;ht  '' ;  "  't  is  w.ucr  liom  l1..  i 

of  Lions,  and  is  a  so\xrdgn  remedy  for  fevers  of  cver\"  kind.     Vou  w  . .  -r 

effects  of  it  in  less  than  an  hour." 

In  order  to  act  her  part  the  better,  the  enchantress  suffered  them  to  i  nuwr 
her  for  a  long  time,  as  if  she  had  an  iniunnouni.  ■  :  -      ■     -      •  ^j^or^ 

She  at  last  took  the  basin,  and  swaili.wei.l  its  <.■>  .:  the 

same  lime,  as  if  she  did  the  greatest  viulence  tn  m  r  iLi,-itn^-5,  ^mich  i-i*e  k»d 
again  laid  down,  the  two  females  covered  her  all  oi-er.  "  Kemain  a»  >««  attt' 
said  she  who  had  brought  the  basin,  "  and  even  go  to  sleep,  if  the  destfe  steuM 
come  upon  you.  We  will  now  lea\-e ^ou,  ami  hope  to  find  you  quite  ctircd  wlieii 
we  return  in  about  an  hour.'* 

As  the  enchantress  had  not  undertaken  thi^  scheme  for  the  purpoae  of  beiag 
confined  a  long  time  with  a  pretended  illness,  but  only  with  the  view  of  tlisoom- 
ing  the  retreat  of  Prince  Ahmed,  and  what  his  motive  was  for  tcoouactn);  the 
court  of  the  sultan,  and  as  she  was  miw  perfectly  siitiified  on  that  point,  ihe 
would  the  more  readily  have  declared  thnl  the  liquor  Ivid  produced  its  usual 
efTcci,  because  she  w.ts  desirous  of  going  back  and  infurm.ng  tlie  sulun  o^  tbe 
fortunate  accomplishment  of  the  commission  with  wh>i:h  iJic  wa«  charged ;  bst 
as  they  told  her  that  its  cfHcacy  was  not  in<itanianeoiM,  she  was  coropcUedi  b 
spite  of  herself,  to  wait  for  the  return  of  the  ivutt  females. 

They  came  back  at  the  time  they  had  mentioned,  and  they  foand  the 
tress  risen,  dressed,  and  sitting  on  the  sofa,  from  when        '  -iic 

she  saw  them  come  in.  "  O  admirable  draught!"  she  c^  pruduaiC 

its  efTect  much  sooner  than  you  told  me;  and  I  have  l><  'i^MtboBClf 

w.-)iiing  for  you,  to  entreat  you  to  conduct  me  lo  yon-  1  f^-'tfr^ 

mistress,  that  I  may  thank  her  for  her  gRMt  goodness,  i"-.  »■>•<  ••  >  >haS  bcfi> 
ever  obliged  to  her ;  and  tliat  I  may,  since  I  nave  been  so  miraatlotuly  cund, 
proceed  on  my  journey.'' 

These  two  females,  who  were  of  ibc  fair>-  race  as  well  u  tlieir  mistrcs«»  sHv 
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1w«nR  Riven  e\Hdem  sigT^s  how  mnch  they  rejoiced  at  her  speedy  cure,  walked 
on  \teiotc  to  show  her  the  way ;  and  they  conducted  her  throuj-h  many  apart- 
ments, all  of  which  were  much  more  superb  than  that  she  had  been  in,  untd 
ihey  came  to  ihc  most  magniticent  and  richly  furnished  saloon  of  any  in  the 
whole  palace. 

Fari-Uanou  n-as  seated  in  this,  on  a  throne  formed  of  massive  gold,  enriched 
with  diamonds,  rubies,  and  pearU  of  an  exlraonJinarv  sire ;  and  on  each  side  of 
her  tiiere  were  a  great  number  of  fairies,  all  extremely  handsome  and  superbly 
dressed.  The  enchimtrtrs^  was  quite  dauled  at  the  vight  of  bu  much  ma^jniticence: 
she  could  not  utter  a  word  even  to  th.ink  the  fair)'  as  she  intended,  but  remained, 
after  prostrating  herself  -it  the  f*»ot  of  the  throne,  like  a  person  stnick  moiinnless. 
Pari-ilanou  sp:ircd  her  the  trouble  of  addre&sing  her  by  immediately  saying,  "  1 
am  very  happv,  my  good  woman,  that  the  occasion  of  being  of  u^c  to  you  has 

resented  itself,  and  that  1  now  find  you  in  a  state  proper  to  puraue  your  journc)'. 
do  not  wish  to  detain  you,  but  perhaps  you  would  have  no  objection  to  see  my 
paLicc.  Go  with  my  women ;  they  wdl  accompany  and  show  you  c\cr)-thin2 
worth  seeing.'* 

The  enchantress  continued  in  her  suite  of  aslonishment.  and  ai^ain  could  only 
prnvtr.ilc  herself  ;i  second  lime-  before  the  throne,  till  her  face  touched  the  carpet 
which  covered  the  funl  of  it-  She  then  took  her  leave  williuut  haviiijj  the  cuunige 
10  utter  a  singlt  wunl,  and  was  conducte<I  by  the  two  fairies  who  before  accom- 

!>;» -1  ''f-'      She  was  shown,  and  obserxed  all  the  same  apartments  one  after  the 

■pt!  Ji  which  Pari-lJanou  herself  had  carried  Prince  Ahmed,  ilie  hrsi  time 

Tbc  ,  _!  I'j.J  himself  l>cforc  her.  as  has  already  been  mentioned;  and  she  con- 
tinually,  as  she  went  along,  uttcretl  exclamations  of  astonishment  and  delight. 
But  what  most  surprised  her,  after  liaving  observed  the  whole  palace,  ivas  what 
the  two  iairics  tola  her  rc>|X'Cltng  their  mistress  -  that  all  this  was  but  a  small 
pan  of  her  grandeur  and  power,  and  that  in  different  parts  of  her  dominions  she 
nad  other  palaces,  even  more  than  they  could  tell,  all  on  different  plana  and  of 
diffi9«nt  st>'les  of  aKhitecturc,  and  not  less  superb  and  magniticent  In  convers- 
ing with  her  on  these  and  other  circumstances,  they  conducted  her  to  the  iron 
door  through  which  Prince  Ahmed  had  bruugiit  her;  they  opened  it,  and  wished 
her  n  yood  journey. 

She  then  took  leave  of  them,  and  thanked  them  for  the  trouble  they  bad  been 
al        '  '  i^unt. 

■eding  a  few  steiis,  Ihc  enchantress  turned  round  to  ohscr\'e  the  door, 
lji.ii  vMi:  tuij^ht  know  it  again  ;  but  she  looked  in'^-ain.  It  was  now  inxisible  with 
respect  to  her,  as  well  as  every  oilier  female,  as  has  been  before  remarked.  She 
now  went  back  to  tlic  sulun  well  satisfied,  except  as  to  tliis  one  circumstance,  of 
the  success  of  her  plan,  and  with  having  so  hap|nly  executed  the  commission  she 
had  been  charged  with.  As  soon  as  she  had  got  back  to  the  city,  she  went  along 
the  most  private  streets,  and  was  introduccil  by  the  same  secret  door  as  before 
into  the  palace.  The  Miltiin,  being  informed  of  her  arrival,  ordered  her  into  his 
presence;  and  as  he  observed  tliat  she  had  rather  a  gI'Mmy  cast  on  her  coimte- 
nance,  he  thought  she  had  not  surreeded,  and  immwhatcly  *;iid.  "  I  conjecture 
from  your  lociks  that  your  journey  has  been  unsuccessful,  and  tliat  you  can  rive 
me  no  information  concerning  the  busmess  I  entrusted  to  your  carv."  **  Sire,  re- 
plied the  enchantress,  *'  your  majesty  ^vtll  give  mc  leave  to  say  tliat  it  is  not  from 
my  appearance  that  you  ought  to  jutlge  whether  I  have  succeeded  in  the  commis< 
lion  you  have  honoured  mc  with,  but  from  the  faithful  report  I  am  going  to  make 
of  what  1  lijvc  done,  and  of  everything  that  has  happeneil  to  inc.  by  which  you 
will  find  tbat  I  have  neither  forgotten  nor  neglected  .mytbiii^'  that  •ould  render 
me  worthy  of  your  inajesiy's  approbation.  The  gloom  on  my  munienamrc,  which 
you  remarkctl,  arises  from  a  different  cause  lh.in  from  the  want  of  success,  for 
with  tlic  Utter  I  trust  your  majesty  will  be  welt  satisfied.     I  will  not  new  ex- 
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is  arrived,  by  thus  partaking  a{  them  in  conjunction  n-ith  the  fair>'.  With  respect 
to  myseir.  sire,  I  entreat  your  majciity  to  pardon  mc  if  I  take  the  liberty  of  express- 
ing a  different  opininn.  I  am  even  >,'reatly  alarmed,  when  I  think  uf  the  mis- 
fortunes th.it  may  in  ctmsequence  befall  him.  This  was  the  cause  of  tliat  uneasiness 
which  your  majesty  remarked  in  my  rountcnanru,  and  which  I  was  unable  entirely 
to  conceal  from  ynu.  I  am  sure  that  I'rince  Ahmed  is  naturally  uf  too  gotxl  a 
disposition  tu  undi-rtakc  anythinj;  hn<.ule  tuyuur  inajcsiv's  intercut ;  but  who  can 
be  sure  that  the  f.iirv  will  nut.  thrnu^'h  her  .itir.irtions  her  caresses,  and  the  in- 
fluence she  lia^  by  the-x.*  mc-ms  aci|iiirc(l  over  the  mind  of  her  husljand,  inspire 
him  with  the  horrid  wish  of  su|i{>1aniiMi;  you  and  ^izin^  the  crown  ?  It  is  there- 
fore your  majciity's  buitincss  to  jmv  every  attention  that  so  import;mc  an  alTair 
deicrves.- 

However  satisfied  the  Sultan  of  India  was  of  the  excellence  of  I'rince  Ahnietl's 
natural  disposition,  he  could  not  help  Ix^in^  affected  at  the  speech  of  the  enchan- 
tress. '*  1  am  much  ulili;;ed  to  you,"  he  b.)id.  as  she  was  aljout  tu  Like  her  leave, 
"both  for  the  tnmble  you  have  >;ivcn  yourself,  and  for  your  K"od  advice.  I  am 
aware  of  its  import-mcc,  and  I  cannot  do  belter  than  take  the  opinion  uf  others 
on  the  subject." 

At  the  very  moment  when  they  h.id  come  tit  announce  the  arrival  of  the  enchan- 
tress to  the  :)ult.in,  he  \«.is  ronven>inK  with  ihc  s;ime  f.ivuurites  who  h.id  already 
excited  those  suspicions  m  his  brc.ist  a|;.(in;>t  l'rin<-e  Ahmed.  ThL-:>e  were  stilL 
further  increasct)  by  the  ent  hantress.  He  then  returned  tu  his  favourites,  and 
took  her  with  him.  1  le  {xirtly  inftirmed  them  of  wh.ii  he  h.id  learnt :  and  havinj; 
communicated  to  them  the  reason  uhy  he  w^is  fearful  the  fairy  uouUI  alter  the 
disposition  of  the  )>rince,  he  a'<ked  them  by  what  means  they  thought  lie  init,'hl 
be  enabled  to  jircveiit  so  ;;reat  an  evil. 

Une  of  the  f.ivntiriies  then  sjxike  in  the  name  of  the  rent.  "  In  order,  sire,  to 
cnunteract  this  evil,  a^  \>iiir  m.ijeity  knows  the  )x;rson  uliu  is  the  author  of  it,  as 
he  is  now  in  the  very  midst  of  your  court,  and  as  you  h.i^e  tlic  full  [lower  to  ilo 
it,  you  ou^ht  nol*(i>  heiit.ite,  but  instantly  arrest  him  :  .md.  1  do  not  say  to  take 
away  his  life— that  jierhaps  wuiiUl  bv^'oin;;  r.ither  tiMifar  bui.it  least  tonnpriMm 
him  very-clii'.cly  for  the  re^i  of  hi>  life."  AH  the  other  fax "urites  were  unanimous 
in  applaudin..;  iiw-  .uUn  e. 

Tne  ench.intress,  however,  u  ho  thnii;;ht  this  nuKlc  of  proceedin;;  tiHi\iolcnt. 
m)uestei]  the  !>jl:.m\  Ic.ive  to  s.iy  a  few  wnnli :  .mil  uhen  slic  h.ul  obt.)ined  it, 
the  said,  "  I  mil  [K.-r>ii.iiled,  ;<ire,  that  it  1  •  ii>>ni  the  ze-doua  interest  which  these 
counsellors  h  ive  in  >our  m.ijestv'-.  ueil-irr  ili.tt  they  .in-  induced  loprii[>osctii  you 
the  arrest  ^iml  iiniiri<.onineiii  ot  I'lmie  Aliiiieil ;  but  I  tiuit  the\  will  .i^-ree  with 
me  in  thinlcin);  it  tH-<  i---.iry,  when  they  .irti;it  itie  pnnc  e.  ti>  arrest  aUu  .ill  those 
who  accompanv  hiin  :  but  \i>ii  imist  relict  t  ih.it  llii--<«>  .ire  ;;enii.  I  >m  y.iu  think 
it  will  be  .111  e.i-\  III. liter  to  ••uipri-e  iheiii  .iiid  m'uc  their  )KT-»>n^  ?  \\  ill  tiicy  not 
instantly  di'i.ipiie.ir.  Ir.  mr.iii^i'f  llir  jMiwrr  \\\v\  i^i-tL-.-!  uf  reiiilcnn.;  ttirii]Nel\c^ 
invisible  .'  .And  Mill  ihfv  :iMt  iti--I.iii:l\  ;;<i  .iijil  :nloiin  lln-  l.oiy  .it'  the  ill-ult  you 
have  or't'errtl  !■■  her  h"'>!Mi'.ii  '  Ait-f  she  ,.  ri.>i  [<>  l«r  I'l^iilKd  nillm:]!  d.iii;;ci  of 
her  bltteTe^t  r<-\i  ii,;o,  ll::l  if  bv  •.mne  ..i1i«t  ifi-  MiltM  li-.i-'Ji-iil  tl.e  si;I;.in  •  an 
secure  him<iU  Moi:i  the  h.'^mI  •!• -i^ri->  tti.it  I'rin'C  A)inirtl  iii.iy  liuiu  .i^.itnst 
him,  without  iV.v  \\-\-\  d.oi;:'*r  >it  .uIImii.;  Iii->  iti.t'i-st^'-  .:l>ii>t  rtr  uf  .iiiy  ptrvtn 
SUS[>C<:tin'.*  ih-i*.  \v  ti.i-  .IIM  ill  ili-.:|^ii  mi  li.->  p.irl.  n..i:Id  :t  I'."'.  )>c  i:jht  to  plI[^lle 
th.it  incthiHl  :  It  !ii-<  iiioi-tv  h.i<<  .iiu  •Kiitiicn  r  in  tii^  .i>Ui-f-.lie  uij  ii.il.ii  e 
I'rince  Aliiiiiil,  Imi-i  .1  iininl  >!  hi<Ti'iiir.  :•■  jir<i<  .i!e  li.in  ti-tiam  adv.ii.t.ijrt 
thmu^'li  tile  ]>>»r>  ni  :li!-  t.iir\,  limlei  ll-e  i<ir;ea' c  •.!  lii  i.^.n..' .1  ■  on-.ilM.ilitc 
bencnt  ff'iin  ihrni,  .( >  ^rir:  .i:iil  t.i.tun  •  .i!i  e.i->:K  .1  "::iji'ii>ii  tli.i'.j-  tii.it  .m-  f.ir 
aUive  tin-  (ii'Wi  1  ■<!  ti:  ■rt.il-.  I-'  i  in-t.ui'  i*.  iw  is  ;niie  \'\:t  t:i.ii'  .:\  uiiLe>  li» 
take  the  lnjil.  «o.i  .ite  olii;.  ril  l  '  l>e  .il  .1  ■  <■•.  .n'.er  >!iie  exixi  le.  ."•■t  '•\'.\  \"t  [m- 
vduilta  and  teiit»  I^t  yuui>e>l  and  anii^.bui  alu  Iwr  c^ii>el>.  utiles,  and  other 
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beasts  of  burden,  only  to  carry  all  this  apparatus.  Xow.  could  you  nut  prcnul 
upon  him,  through  tlie  great  influence  he  has  over  the  fair>",  to  procure  a  painbcn 

for  you,  &o  small  that  it  might  be  c-irried  in  (he  hand,  and  yei  snlarv  " -rrr 

whole  anny  might  encamp  under  it  ?  I  need  not  say  any  more  to  > 
Jf  the  prince  should  procure  you  this  pavihon,  there  arc  many  oihti  . .  ,...  >;,  uf 
a  simil-ir  nature  whicti  you  can  make,  till  at  last  he  u-ill  be  obliged  to  sink  under 
cither  the  difficulty  or  ihc  impossibihty  of  executing  them,  howe%-cr  fcnilc  ibe 
ifcnius  and  invention  of  the  fairy  may  be,  who  has  thus  taken  him  from  rou  by 
ner  spells  and  enchantments.  He  will  tlien  be  so  struck  with  shame  that  fic  mil 
HOT  dare  to  appear  here  any  more,  and  will  be  compelled  to  pass  tlie  remainder 
■of  his  life  witli  the  fairy,  excluded  from  all  commerce  with  the  world,  infl  wnr 
majesty  will  have  nothmg  more  to  fear  from  his  enterprises,  and  h  .: 

to  reproach  yourself  with  so  h.iteful  a  crime  as  that  of  shedding  ih--  '  ^ 

son,  or  of  confining  him  in  perneiual  imprisonment.'* 

When  the  cnch^tntress  had  finished  her  speech,  the  sultan  asked  the  £ivattriiei 
if  they  had  anything  better  to  propose.  And  as  he  obscncd  that  they  nTPt  nitte 
silent,  hcdelermmcd  to  follow  the  advice  of  ihe  enchantress,  as  il  sceincd  loum 
to  be  the  most  rational,  and  as  it  was  also  much  the  best  suited  to  thxt  nddacM 
of  disposition  he  always  showed  in  his  general  conducL 

The  next  day,  when  Prince  Ahmed  presented  himself  before  the  suliui,  «fao 
was  consulting  with  his  favourites,  and  when  he  bad  taken  his  scat  Xij  hb  Mdc, 
as  his  presence  did  not  cause  any  rcstraiiil,  the  coversatio*-'  ■•'•■fi— i  •"•t  sorae 
time  to  turn  upon  several  indifTerenl  topics     At  last  (he  •  .  <  him- 

self to  Prince  Ahmed,  said, "When  you  first  api>earod,am.  :  .   ..  .»«  iht, 

misery  in  which  the  great  length  of  your  absence  had  plunged  me,  s  ou  noide  * 
mj-stery  of  the  pLicc  you  had  chosen  for  your  retreat.  .Satisricd  \n;li'-(.  inj;  j'ob, 
and  being  told  by  yourself  that  you  were  contented  with  your  sr  ltd  art 

desire  to  penetrate  into  your  secret,  when  1  found  that  you  i!i  i;  il    I 

know  not  what  reason  you  may  have  had  to  pursue  thi$  conduct  timards  a  faibcf 
who,  like  me,  ha^  always  shown  that  he  took  the  most  lively  mtereu  m  foas 
happiness.  1  now  know,  indeed,  in  what  that  happiness  consists,  and  I  sir>ceir^ 
rejoice  in  it  with  you.  I  heartily  approve  the  steps  you  have  taken  m  mairytB|C 
a  fairy,  so  worthy  of  being  beloved,  so  rich,  and  so  powerful,  as  my  mfomuboft, 
which  is  very  good,  points  ouL  Powerful  as  I  am,  I  should  liave  been  DBaUe  to 
have  provided  for  you  sucli  a  connection  as  this.  In  the  hi^rh  rank  to  which  yw 
Tire  elevated,  and  which  any  one  but  a  father  like  inc  winild  envy,  I  «sk  yoa  Dot 
•only  to  continue  upon  the  good  terms  with  me  that  you  h.ive  hitherto  flane^  bat 
that  you  will  employ  your  influence  with  the  fair\-  to  obtain  her  antfUOCe  il 
amthing  1  may  have  occasion  for,  and  I  shall,  at  this  moment,  put  your  tnAuncc 
*ith  her  to  the  test  You  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  very  great  i:x-ifc.-nve,  not  ta 
mention  the  trouble  and  incon%-enience,  which  my  generals  and  ;ti.^-  •'-■Trs,  m 
well  as  myself,  sufier,  from  being  obliged,  every  ume  we  lake  ■•jiraq, 

war,  to  have  pavilions  and  tents,  as  well  as  cameU  and  oihct  '  -unieii 

to  carry  ihem  from  place  to  place.     If  you  will  consider  a  caa 

afford  me,  I  am  sure  you  will  not  make  any  difficulty  in  p  :  tiry  to 

cive  yoti  such  a  pa\ilton  that  you  c-tn  hold  it  in  your  han  »AdcMll' 

large  to  contain  my  whole  army — p.\rTicularly  when  you  i.i  .i  t«  fcr  nc 

The  diffictilty  of  the  thing  will  not  cause  you  to  be  refuMKl,  l^tr  aXi  the  world 
knows  that  fairies  can  do  most  extraordinary  things." 

Prince  i\hmcd  was  not  in  the  least  prepared  to  expect  that  the  uilcan  bisfulMt 
would  make  nich  a  request  of  him,  as  it  appeared  to  him  not  onlv  vtw  dttkdt, 
but  absolutely  impossible  :  fur  allhouyh  he  was  not  enlirel;,  ■  ' '     f^n^ 

po«  er  of  genii  ann  fairies,  he  nevertheless  very  much  dLiubtr'  ;»twtt 

was  able  to  prorurc  such  a  pavilion  as  he  requested.    Heiidcs  nv  luo  n^c  nidicn* 
asked  .anything  of  Pari-BaJiou  ;  he  w.-is  unsfied  with  the  coniittUAl  prao6  ftlw 


gave  of  her  affection,  and  he  had  ne\*er  neglected  nnythtng  that  tended  to  con- 
vince her  ih.it  his  regard  was  equally  strong,  and  that  he  had  no  other  wi&h  than 
Ifl  preserve  her  good  opinion.  He  was,  therefore,  in  the  greatest  embarrustnent 
about  the  answer  he  should  make.  "  Sire,"  he  replied,  "  if  1  ha\'c  made  any 
myi>tery  to  yuur  majesty  of  what  has  happened  to  me,  and  of  the  plan  1  puruicd 
after  having  found  my  nrro%v,  it  arose  from  my  not  supposing  it  a  nwtier  of  any 
importance  to  you,  1  am  ignorant  how  this  mystery  has  been  revealed  to  you, 
but  I  cannni,  however,  pretend  to  deny  the  fact,  as  you  have  represented  it.  I 
am  the  husband  of  tl»e  rairy  you  have  meniioncjl ;  I  love  her,  and  am  persuaded 
that  her  affection  for  me  is  equal ;  but  what  power  or  influence,  a^  your  majesty 
supposes,  1  may  have  over  her,  1  am  entirely  ignorant  of.  t  have  not  only  nude 
no  trial  of  it,  but  h.nvc  not  even  thought  about  it ;  and  1  very  much  wish  you 
would  dispense  with  my  making  the  attempt,  and  sulTcr  me  to  enjoy  the  happiness 
of  our  mutual  niTection,  without  my  appearin>;  to  possess  any  interci>tcd  motive 
But  the  request  of  a  father  is  a  command  to  a  son  who,  like  me,  feels  it  his  duly 
to  obe>'  him  in  c%'cryihing.  I  cannot,  however,  express  how  much  against  my 
ioctmation  and  how  repugnant  to  my  feelings  this  request  is ;  I  will,  nevertheless, 
malce  it  to  my  wife,  as  your  majesty  wishes  that  I  should  do  so  ;  but  I  catinot 
promise  you  that  1  shall  obtain  it ;  and  if  1  cease  from  coming  to  pay  my  respects 
to  you,  you  may  consider  it  as  a  proof  of  my  failure  I  therefore  now  ask  you  to 
pardon  n\c,  and  to  consider  that  it  isyourscif  who  will  reduce  me  to  this  extnrmity." 
**  Mv  son,"  replied  the  sultan,  '*  I  should  be  very  sorry  if  what  I  ask  of  you 
should^  be  the  cause  of  my  not  seeing  you  any  more  ;  but  I  readily  perceive  that 
you  arc  not  acquainted  with  the  power  which  a  husband  has  over  a  wife.  Your> 
■will  show  that  she  has  but  lilllc  regard  for  you,  if  with  the  power  which,  as  a  Ciii-y, 
she  must  possess,  she  refuses  to  gram  you  so  trilling  a  ihmg  a.%  your  regard  for 
me  induces  you  to  request.  Shake  off  your  fears  ;  they  only  arise  frotn  your  not 
supposing  you  arc  as  much  beloved  as  you  arc  in  reality.  Only  go  and  ntakc  the 
re»iucst,  .ind  you  will  find  that  the  fairy  loves  ^ou  more  tlian  jou  now  believe  ; 
And  remember  that  the  fault  of  l>cing  backward  m  making  requests  often  deprives 
us  of  great  beneliis.  Reflect  that  you  would  not  refuse  anything  that  she  re- 
quested, because  you  love  her  ;  neither  wtU  she  refuse  whM  you  ask,  because  she 
equally  loves  you." 

The  speech  f>f  the  sultan  did  not,  however,  convince  Prince  Ahmed.  He 
would  much  rather  that  he  should  have  required  anything  else  of  him,  than  to 
expose  him  to  the  risk  of  displeasing  Fari-Uanou,  who  u-as  so  dear  to  him  ;  and 
on  account  of  the  vexation  he  felt  from  what  h.-Kl  passed,  he  left  the  court  two 
<lay9  sooner  than  his  usual  time.  As  soon  as  he  arrived,  the  fairy,  before  whom 
he  had  hitherto  constantly  presented  himself  with  an  open  and  contented  coun- 
tenance, inquired  of  him  the  cause  of  the  change  she  observed.  When  she  found 
that  be  asked  after  her  health  instead  of  answering  her  <|Ucslion,  with  an  air,  too, 
that  evidently  showed  he  wished  to  ci'ade  it,  ^hc  replied,  "  I  will  satisfy  your 
inquiries  when  you  have  answered  mine."  The  prince,  for  a  lung  time,  tried  to 
convince  her  ttiut  nothing  had  happened  :  but  the  more  he  asserted  it,  the  more 
slut  nressnl  for  an  explanation.  "  I  cannot,"  she  said.  "  see  you  in  tlK  slate  in 
wbicn  you  now  are,  without  almost  insisting  upon  your  dccLinng  the  cause  of 
ir  anxiety,  that  I  may  cndca^'our,  whatever  it  may  l>e,  tn  dispel  it.  It  must 
something  very  extraordinary  indeed,  if  it  be  out  of  my  power,  and  nothing 
than  the  death  of  the  sulmn  your  father.  If  th.tt  be  the  fact,  time  only,  in 
conjunction  unih  my  endeavours,  will  anord  >'ou  consolation." 

Prince  Ahmed  could  no  longer  resist  the  earnest  wishes  of  the  fairy.  **  Madara," 
he  replied. "  may  God  prolong  the  life  of  the  stUun  my  fii'her,  and  bless  him  with 
happiness  to  Uie  end  of  his  days.  1  left  him  in  pcricct  health  ;  this,  therefore, 
is  not  the  cause  of  the  vexation  whiuh  you  perceive  1  feci :  the  sulun  himself  is 
the  cause  of  it,  and  i  am  the  more  disturbed  at  it,  because  it  puts  me  under  the 
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necessity  of  being  importunate  towards  you.  In  the  first  place,  you  well  ktiow 
tlie  care  I  have  taken,  and  you  have  yoursdr  approved  of  it,  to  conceal  from  him 
ihe  happiness  I  have  in  seeing  and  loving  you,  and  in  deserving,  in  return,  wur 

food  opinion  and  a^cction,  and  in  the  interchange  oi  our  mutual  tkOh.  He  has, 
owever,  aliliough  I  am  ignorant  by  what  means,  been  informed  of  ic" 
At  thiii  moment  Pari-tianou  interrupted  I'rincc  Ahmed.  **  I  will  tell  you,* 
she  Answered.  "  Do  you  recollect  what  I  said  tu  you  about  the  woiiuui  whom 
yuu  thought  so  ill,  and  who  therefore  excited  your  compassiun  ?  It  is  she  wbo 
has  informed  the  sultan  of  what  you  hud  cunccAled  from  Itim.  I  told  yvu  tlut 
I  had  an  idea  she  was  not  so  ill  as  she  pretended,  and  she  lias  now  confirmed 
the  truth  of  my  suspicions.  In  fact,  after  the  two  females,  to  whose  an  I  «- 
commended  her,  had  persuaded  her  to  take  a  dtaught  of  a  particular  kiod  of 
water  that  is  infallible  in  all  sorts  of  fevers,  though  she  hnd  not  the  le^st  occasion 
for  it,  she  pretended  thai  this  w-ater  had  cured  ber.  and  she  instandy  goi  ap  ind 
was  brought  to  me  to  take  her  leave,  that  she  might  go  as  soon  as  possiule  to 
give  an  account  of  the  success  of  her  enterprise.  She  was  even  in  such  bmste, 
that  ^c  would  have  departed  without  seeing  my  palace,  if,  when  1  ordered  the 
two  femalcii  to  show  it  her,  1  liad  not  made  her  understand  that  it  wu-.     >  "  \ 

tlie  '.rouble  of  going  over.     But  proceed,  and  let  us  see  the  reason  of  i 
wishing  to  make  you  so  troublesome  to  me:  a  lliuig,  however,  which  i  wish  jou 
to  be  convinceil  can  never  in  reality  happen," 

"  You  may  have  obsen-cd,"  resumed  Prince  Ahmed, "  (hat  I  have  till  now- 
been  satislied  with  your  alTcction  for  me,  and  have  never  requested  any  fa^-our  at 
you,  but  to  continue  your  regard.  After  possessing,  indeed,  so  amubkt  x 
what  could  I  wish  for  more  ?  1  am  not.  however,  ignor-ini  of  the  gnatutm 
your  power,  but  1  luid  made  it  a  point  not  to  put  it  to  the  prooC  Consider, 
I  entreat  you,  that  it  is  cot  I,  but  (he  !<uhan  my  father  who  nukcf  a  reqncai 
which  seems  to  me  ver>-  foolish  and  indis>:reet.  It  is,  th.\i  you  would  procorea 
pavilion  which  may  secure  from  the  injuries  of  the  weather,  when  he  takes  the 
field,  himself,  his  court,  and  all  his  army,  and  )Xt  so  small  that  you  may  hakl  it 
in  your  hand.  Once  mure  let  me  sar  that  I  do  not  make  the  request,  bet  the 
luhan  my  father,  by  means  of  me." 

"  Prince,"  replied  Pan-banou,  with  a  smile.  "  I  am  really  sorrv  that  such 
trifle  should  have  afforded  you  the  least  cmbarrassnicnt,  or  have  oisturbtd  , 

,  3nlnd  as  it  has  done.  I  see  very  well  that  twu  cin.umstances  have  uccesMMd 
One  is  the  condition  you  liave  imposed  upon  vourscif  to  be  satisfied  with  lor 
Die  and  being  beloved,  and  abstaining  from  taking  the  liberty  of  making  any 

'quest  that  will  put  my  power  to  the  test ;  ihc  other,  as  I  have  not  (he  tout 
whatever  you  may  say  to  (he  contrary-,  is,  that  you  think  the  demand  the 
has  made  tlirough  you  ts  beyond  my  )Ktwer  to  cuiuply  with.  With  reipeet  lo  the 
first  motive,  I  roust  both  praise  and  esteem  you  for  it,  and,  if  postib)^  lo«e  yiiv 
stiti  iDore.  As  to  the  second,  t  shall  have  no  dithculty  m  ronvinciax  you  tteC 
what  the  sultim  requires  is  a  mere  trifle:  and  if  (here  w--"-  .ir.iiiOT^  |  caM 
execute  things  inrmitely  more  diOicult     Calm.  (hen.  your  .  do  not  Id 

this  vex  you  any  more.  Be  assured  that,  sli  far  from  youi  --  ,,  -itXirwn*!*,  I 
&h.-\Il  always  have  a  great  pleasure  in  granting,  through  my  anectmn  for  jot, 
everything  you  can  wish." 

Having  said  this,  the  fairy  ordered  her  female  treasurer  to  appear.    \S'heai 
came,  Pari-Banou  said  to  her,  "  Xourgihati,  bring  rac  the  Ur^'c>t  pavilion  tku 
in  (he  treasur>-."     Noun^iban  went  out,  and  almost  inUantly  xetuntcd  with 
pavilion  tha(  she  could  not  only  hold  in  her  band,  but  which  miKhl  be   ,  '    , 
nidden  if  she  closed  it.     She  pR-scntcd  it  to  her  mistress  who  took  b,  atmA  ihcfl' 
gave  it  lo  Prince  Ahmed,  llial  he  might  cvaminc  iL 

When  the  prince  saw  what  the  fairv'  called  a  p^tvilion,  and  the  larfteit,  u  ate 
Baid,  that  was  in  her  treasury,  be  thought  that  she  meant  to  }okc  with  Iwb,  ud 
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lus  countenance  expressed  evident  proofs  of  his  surprise.  Pari-Buiou,  who 
observed  and  readily  conjectured  what  he  ihouyht.  burst  into  .i  tit  of  bugluer, 
**  And  do  you  think,  my  prince,"  i!ie  excldinied,  "that  1  meant  to  ridicule  you  f 
You  sli;»ll  instantly  see  whether  iJiat  is  m\  intention.  Nourgihan,*'  she  siiid, 
addressing  herself  to  the  trcasurcss,  and  taVing  the  pavihon  at  the  same  time 
from  the  hands  of  Prince  Ahmed,  "  go  and  erect  it,  that  the  prince  may  judge 
whether  the  sultan  his  father  will  And  it  smaller  than  the  one  he  wishes  for." 

The  ireaaure&s  left  the  palace  and  went  far  enough  to  erect  the  pavilion,  one 
end  of  which,  M-hen  it  was  tiniihed.  reached  to  the  roof  of  the  palace.  As  soon 
ai  it  was  extended,  Pnnce  Ahmed  lound  it  not  mdccd  too  small,  but  so  largCi 
tbat  e\'en  two  armies,  both  as  numerous  as  that  of  the  sultan,  could  easily  be 
covered  by  it.  "I  ask  you,  my  princess,"  exclaimed  the  prince,  "a  thousand 
oardons  for  my  incredulity.  After  what  I  now  see,  1  do  not  doubt  but  you  can 
readily  execute  wliatcvcr  you  m.iy  wish  to  undertake."  "  You  think,  llien,"  re- 
plied the  fairy,  "  that  this  pavilion  is  larger  than  he  will  ever  have  occasion 
for;  but  you  must  observe  also  that  it  has  the  property  cither  of  extending  or 
contracting  itself  to  the  exact  size  of  what  it  is  wanted  to  cover  of  its  own 
accord." 

The  treasurers  took  down  the  pavilion,  reduced  it  to  its  original  form,  brought 
it  and  presented  it  to  the  prince.  He  inunediatcly  took  it,  and,  without  waiting' 
any  Ioniser,  set  out  the  next  morning  on  horseback,  accompanied  by  his  usual 
attendants,  and  went  to  pay  his  respects  to  his  father. 

The  sullan,  who  was  perfectly  ptTsuaded  that  »uch  a  pavilion  as  he  had  de- 
manded was  an  impossibility,  was  very  much  astonished  at  the  diligence  of  the 
prince  his  son.  He  received  the  pavilion,  and  after  having  admired  its  small 
siie,  he  was  in  the  greatest  surpriw,  from  which  he  did  not  vcr)*  soon  recover, 
when  he  saw  it  erected  in  the  large  plain  that  has  been  roentioncd  before,  and 
when  he  saw  that  two  armies,  quite  as  large  as  his  own,  could  be  conveniently 
encamped  under  it  Fur  fear  he  might  regard  this  as  superfluous,  and  even  in- 
commodious,  Prince  Ahnied  did  not  forget  to  inform  hiin  that  its  site  would 
always  be  proportionate  to  that  of  his  armv. 

The  sultan,  in  appear.-incc,  gave  his  son  the  strongest  proofs  how  much  he  was 
obhged  to  him  for  so  magniticcnt  a  present,  and  b^ged  him  to  return  the  fairy 
his  most  grateful  thanks ;  and  to  prove  the  great  value  he  set  upon  it,  he  ordered 
it  to  be  kept  very  carefully  in  his  treasury ;  but  in  reality  he  felt  still  more  jealous 
than  when  the  enchantress  and  his  llntterers  tirst  excited  that  Imtcful  uossion  in 
his  breast,  as,  when  he  considered  the  favour  of  the  f>)iry,  he  concluded  the 
prince  his  son  could  perform  many  things  inrtniiely  bejond  what  was  in  his  own 
power,  notwithstanding  all  his  grandeur  .ind  riches.  More  anxious  therefore, 
ihan  ever  to  discover  some  means  to  destroy  him,  he  again  consulted  the  cn- 
rhantress  who  advised  him  to  engage  the  prince  to  bring  him  some  water  from 
the  rouni.iin  of  Lions. 

When  the  sulun  had,  as  usual,  .i&sembled  his  courtiers  in  the  evening,  where 
Prince  Ahmed  also  was  present,  he  addressed  him  in  these  terras :  "  I  have 
already  shown  you,  my  son.  how  much  1  feel  myself  obligwl  (ri  jou  by  procuring 
ihc  pavilion  for  me,  which  I  esteem  as  the  most  valuable  thing  in  my  treasury; 
but  you  mubt  also,  frtitn  your  regard  for  me,  do  another  thing,  which  will  not 
Jifibrcl  me  less  pleasure.  I  understand  that  the  fair>-  your  t^ifi'  has  a  certain 
water  from  the  Fountain  of  Lions,  which  cures  all  sorts  even  of  the  most  d.mgcrous 
fevers.  Now.  as  I  am  verv'  well  assured  that  my  health  is  very  dear  to  you,  I  do 
not  suppose  that  you  will  be  unwilling  to  request  some  of  it  and  bring  it  to  roc, 
as  a  sovereign  remedy  that  I  may  make  use  of  whenever  I  ha^-c  occasion.  Uo 
me,  I  beg  of  you,  this  important  service,  and  thus  complete  your  tender  and 
filial  regard  towards  a  good  father." 

Prince  Ahmed,  who  thought  that  the  sultan  would  certainly  have  been  very 
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wen  satisfied  with  possessing  a  pavilion  so  curious  and  useful  u  that  which  he 
had  procured  for  him,  and  iha:  he  would  not  impose  a  new  office  upon  htm, 
which  might  injure  him  in  the  good  opinion  of  Pari-Banou,  remained  as  if  be 
were  really  dumb  at  this  new  request  of  the  sulun,  notwithstanding  the  auuranor 
he  had  received  from  the  fair)-  that  she  would  comply  with  all  his  wishn,  u  Car 
as  was  in  her  power.  After  a  silence  of  some  time,  he  ihu5  replied:  "  I  untreai 
your  ma}csty  to  be  assured  that  there  is  nothing  I  am  not  mj-ulf  readjr  to  do  to 

Kocure  what  will  coniribute  to  prolong;  your  life,  but  I  could  wish  that  it  were  to 
done  without  the  interference  of  my  wife;  it  is  for  this  reason  that  I  dare  not 
promise  you  to  procure  this  water.  All  I  can  do  in  to  assure  you  that  I  will  nuke 
the  request,  but  in  doing  so  1  shall  hurt  my  own  icchngs  as  much  as  Kbcn  I  te^ 
cjuestcd  the  pavilion." 

When  I'rincu  /Uuned  returned  to  the  fairy  the  next  momtog,  be  jirave 
sincere  and  faitliful  account  of  everything  thai  he  had  done,  '     '     *■■■'. 
h.i|ipcncd  at  the  court  of  the  suhan  when  he  prcsemeil  the  j 
he  acknowledged  himself  much  obliged  to  her.     Nur  did  he  ui~.>  •■,i,..   m, 
(ton  the  fresh  rc(iuest  that  the  sultan  had  charged  him  to  make ;  and 
elusion  he  said,  *'  I  mention  this  to  you,  my  princess,  because  I  wuuld 
tell  you  all    that  passed    between  the  sultan  and  m)-^;^.     Vou.  bon-t 
mistress,  cither  to  comply  with  or  reject  it,  as  you  please,  as  if  1  had  tK»J 
in  it.    I  wish  exactly  what  you  do." 

"  No,  no,"  replied  the  fairy ; "  1  am  very  well  pleased  that  the  SullMi  of  Ic 

is  aware  that  you  are  not  indifferent  to  rae.  I  wish  to  satisfy  him ;  and  wlui' 
ever  advire  the  enchantress  may  give  him.— fur  1  know  \'ery  well  that  he  altCDd* 
to  what  she  says, — he  shall  find  r«  deficiency  either  in  you  or  ine.  There  is 
great  malice  in  what  he  demands,  as  you  will  be  convinced  from  the  Account  I 
am  going  to  give  you.  The  Kounuin  of  Lions  is  in  the  middle  of  the  onan  ola 
large  castle,  the  entrance  to  which  is  guarded  by  four  very  powerful  and  fiete 
lions,  two  of  which  sleep  alternately,  while  tlie  other  two  WiU..h;  but  let  IKH  thu 
alarm  you, —  I  will  afford  ymt  the  means  of  passing  them  without  anv  danger.* 

P.ari-Il.'inou  was  at  this  moment  employed  with  her  needle ;  antj  as  «hc  hid 
several  balls  of  thread  by  her,  she  took  one,  and  gave  it  to  the  pntKC  **  ta  Uw 
first  place,"  said  she,  "  take  tins  ball :  1  will  tell  you  presently  what  us«  yoa  an 
to  make  t^  it  Secondly,  order  two  horses  to  be  get  ready,  one  for  vou  U)  ride, 
and  the  other  for  ynu  to  lead,  which  is  to  be  loaded  with  a  sheep  divided  into 
four  quarters,  and  which  we  must  have  killed  tu-day.  Thirdly,  you  OMiB  fn- 
vide  yourself  with  a  vessel,  which  indeed  I  will  give  vim  1. 1  -.-r;  rrir  wUer  in  vy 
morrow.     Early  in  the  morning  you  must  mount  on-  the  other; 

and  when  you'liave  gut  bcyund  the  iron  door,  thm.  neAd  bdve 

you.  It  will  roll  on  and  not  stop  until  it  arrives  at  the  gate  of  the  casUc  Do 
vou  follow  it  there,  and  when  it  stops  you  will  see  the  four  lions,  as  th«  gate  «(0 
be  open.  Those  two  that  arc  watching  will  awaken  the  other  two  thai  are  asleep 
with  ilieir  roaring.    Do  not,  however,  be  alarmed,  but  throw  fy  v^ch  of  ibesn  a 


tjuBrter  of  the  sheep,  without  dismounting.  Having  don 
spur  your  horse  and  go  with  the  utmost  speed  to  the  f> 
while  on  horseback,  and  return  with  the  same  celerity. 
employed  in  eating,  and  will  suffer  you  to  come  ouL" 

I'rince  Ahnu-d  set  out  the  next  morning  at  the  time  •.\ 
and  he  performed  every  pan  of  his  expedition  m  tlic  m, 
out.  He  arrived  at  the  gate  of  the  cattle,  distributed  tlit 
sheep  to  the  four  lions,  and,  after  p:issing  intrepidly  through  the  midax  ot  limit, 
be  came  to  the  fountain  and  got  the  water.  Having  filled  his  vmtcl,  be  iivtf 
back,  ami  left  the  castle  \n  as  perfect  safely  as  he  had  i-nicred.     When  Iwcbd 

E'l  to  a  little  distance  he  turned  round,  and  pcrcci\-cd  twu  nf  the  bom  fbUcwi^f 
m.    Without  bdng  at  all  alanncd,  he  drew  his  sabre  and  prepand  to  dettv-J 
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Iiimseir,  But  he  obsen*e<I  that  while  he  kept  going  on,  one  of  them  turned 
oat  nf  the  roAd  on  one  side,  at  a  little  distance  fn>m  htm,  and  iiude  signs  with 
his  hend  and  tail  that  he  Mas  not  come  for  the  purpose  of  doing  him  any  injury, 
Imii  only  to  go  on  before  hitn,  while  the  other  followcil  behind  :  he  put  his  sabro 
again  in  its  sheath,  and  in  this  manner  pursued  his  joumey  to  the  capitiU  of  India, 
which  he  entered  accompanied  by  the  two  lions,  who  did  not  leave  him  till  he 
airived  at  the  gate  of  tne  sultan's  palace  They  then  suffered  him  to  enter, 
after  which  they  took  the  same  road  back  again  by  wbicli  they  had  come,  although 
not  without  causing  gieat  alarm  among  the  common  people  and  all  who  saw  them 
—some  hiding  themselves,  and  others  living  on  all  side*  in  order  to  avoid  meeting 
Uiem--  while  the  lions  themselves  went  ver^'  quietly  along,  without  ihowing  any 
nurks  of  fcrocit)-. 

Many  otficerB  who  presented  themselves  to  assist  the  prince  in  dismounting' 
accompanied  him  to  the  sultan's  apartment,  where  he  was  in  conversation  with 
his  favourites.  Prince  Ahmed  then  approached  the  thmnc,  and  setting  the  %'csscl 
of  water  at  the  feet  uf  the  sultan,  he  kissed  the  nch  carpet  that  covered  the  foot- 
fltool;  and  when  he  got  up,  he  said,'*  Here,  sire,  is  the  salutary  water  which  your 
majctty  has  wished  for  to  put  among  tlie  richest  and  most  cunous  things  in  your 
licasui^*.  I  can  only  pray  that  your  health  may  be  so  perfect  that  you  may  ne\'er 
have  occasion  to  m;ikc  use  of  it.'' 

When  fnnce  Ahmed  had  finished  his  speech,  the  sultan  made  him  take  a  place 
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on  his  riRht  hand,  nnd  then  replied."  My  oUigaiion  lo  vou,  my  son,  fur  ilil-,  pre- 
sent, is  as  (n'cat  as  the  d;mj4er  you  have  been  exposed  lo  through  yon  r 
mc."  For  the  enchantress  had  informed  him  of  it,  as  she  knew  the  i  i 
.ions,  and  Uie  danger  cvcrj-  i>erson  who  went  there  v.a%  liable  la  "  Ijh  rtic  the 
_lea5ure,''  he  added,  "to  inform  me  by  what  art,  or  rather  by  what  unheajii-ol 
[power,  you  liave  been  protected.'' 

'      "  I  cannot,  sire,"  replied  the  prince,  "  assume  any  part  of  the  complimeni  to 
Tnyseff  which  your  majesty  bcsioMTS  upon  ine.    It  is  all  due  to  th-  -r; 

and  I  attribute  to  myself  no  ulher  honour  than  iIkU  of  having 
,  her  exccUcni  instructions."  He  then,  by  the  rei"iial  of  his  joijit>f-j  -tua  ilic  me- 
thods he  had  pursued,  informed  the  sultan  wh.ni  her  advice  consisteil  iru  When 
he  had  finished,  the  sulum,  who  had  attended  to  him  with  vet)-  evident  marlu 
of  pleasure,  but  who  nevertheless  iniernallv  fell  his  envy  and  jealousy  increase, 
instead  of  diminishing,  got  up  and  retired  to  the  m[erior  of  his  pa[:u:e,  where  be 
waited  quite  alone  for  the  enchantress,  whom  he  had  sent  for. 

On  her  arrival,  she  spared  the  sultan  the  Uuuble  of  mentioning  the  prince,  or 
the  success  of  tiis  expedition,  for  she  had  been  informed  of  it  by  the  report  init 
wai  spread  over  the  city,  and  she  said  that  she  was  now  prepaf(.-<l  liiih  ihr  nvra 
infalliole  meOiod.    She  informed  the  sultan  what  lhi»  method  w  > 
►day,  in  |hc  assembly  of  the  courtiers,  the  sultan  declared  it  I" 
jWhowas  present,  in  these  words:  "  1  h.u'e  now,  my  son,  hui  one  u-  n 

*to  urge,  after  which  I  will  require  nothing  furtlier,  either  from  you  ■  ^ 
your  wife,  and  this  is  to  procure  a  man  for  me  who  is  not  more  than  a  fout  ar.«i  a 
half  high,  biit  whose  beard  is  thirty  feet  long,  who  carries  a  bar  of  tran  od  bu 
shoulders  that  weighs  tive  hundred  pounds,  which  he  makes  use  of  as  a  <|aanir- 
,  BtaiT,  and  who  can  speak." 

Prince  Ahmed,  who  did  not  think  there  existed  such  a  man  as  thft  sultan  Ui 
I  father  wished  for.  desired  to  be  excused ;  but  the  suUan  persisted  in  his  recfwab 
[and  added  that  the  fairy  could  perform  still  more  incredible  thin^ 

The  following  day,  when  Prince  Ahmed  returned  to  llie  subtemineuut  laacdon 
of  Pari-Banou.  and  had  acquainted  her  with  the  fresh  request  of  the  Miltaa  Ul 
father,  which  he  looked  upon,  lie  said,  as  a  still  more  impo:i3ib1c  ihm^  tliaa  ha 
had  conceived  llie  two  former,  he  added,  "  I  cannot  possibly  imagine  m  whK 
part  of  the  universe  there  can  be  a  man  of  this  kind.  The  suitan.  witliuut  doubt, 
vrtshes  to  try  whether  my  simplicity  will  induce  me  to  seek  after  such  a  one.  ti 
indeed  there  should  be  such  a  one,  it  must  be  his  intention  to  hjvc  me  drstrcted. 
For  how  can  lie  suppose  that  1  can  seize  so  short  a  man,  who  14  .inncd  in  the 
way  he  iiK-ntions  ?  Wltat  weapons  could  I  m;ikc  use  of  to  rompcl  him  10  tubmit 
to  me?  If,  then,  there  be  any  means  to  extricate  me  with  honour  Froa  that 
dilemma,  I  beg  you  will  explain  Ihcin  to  mc" 

•'  I  Jo  not,  my  jwince,  alarm  yourself,"  replied  the  fairy  :  **  yoo  ran  a  cofHidctable 
risk  in  prorunng;  the  water  from  the  Fountain  of  Lions  for  the  sultan  >Tiur  £idicr, 
but  there  is  no  danger  in  discovering  sucli  a  man  as  he  re'}'jir«.     In  fa-n,  my 

brother  Schaibar  is  just  such  a  man,  who  is  so  for  fn 

we  have  the  same  father,  that  he  is  of  the  most  vi 
nothing  can  prevent  him  from  giving  the  most  sanjji 
passkinsorc  excited,  or  he  is  in  the  least  displeased  11 
one  point  he  is  the  best  creature  m  the  world,  and  he  I'v  .■ 
mo  in  whatever  may  be  required  of  him.     ile  is  made  cxi 
described,  and  he  carries  no  other  weapon  than  a  bar  o(  ii.>n 
hundred  poimd»,  without  which  he  never  stirs ;  and  this  serv 
respected.     1  will  cause  him  lo  make  his  appearance,  and  you  si.  1 
I  Mive  not  spoken  the  truth.     But  above  all  Uim^s.  mind  and 

arainst  being  alarmed  at  his  extraordinary  i'lgurc  when  he  p-::  l.:..     ' 

't  My  queen,"  replied  Prince  Ahmed, "  do  you  not  say  that  Schaibar  is  yoor  brotMi^ 
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However  ill  made  and  deformed,  then,  he  may  be,  I  shall  be  so  far  Inm  heing 
frightened  ai  him,  that  this  circumstance  alone  will  make  me  love,  honour,  ana 
look  upon  him  as  one  of  my  nearest  kinsmen." 

The  fairj'  then  ordered  a  golden  vessel  in  which  perfumes  are  burnt  to  be 
brought  mio  the  vestibule  of  the  palace,  full  of  tire,  and  also  a  box  of  the  Mine 
metal,  which  was  presented  to  her.  She  opened  it  and  took  out  a  perfume  that 
was  kept  there,  and  as  she  threw  it  upon  the  hre  a  thick  and  dense  smoke  arose. 

A  few  moments  after  this  ceremony,  ••  My  prince,"  said  I'an-Banou,  "my 
brother  is  come;  do  you  not  see  him?"  The  prince  looked,  and  perceived 
Schaihar,  who  was  only  a  foot  and  a  half  high,  and  wlio  approadied  in  a  grave 
and  sedate  manner,  with  the  iron  bar  uf  Ave  hundred  pounds'  weight  upon  his 
shoulders,  and  his  thick  and  wcl!-(:rrown  beard  of  thirty  feet  long,  which  projected 
forwards _aQd  did  not  touch  the  ground.  His  moustaches,  which  were  in  pronnr- 
tion,  tt-ent  quite  back  to  his  car^,  and  almost  covered  his  whole  fecc.  His  htile 
pigi*  eyes  were  buried  in  his  head,  which  was  of  a  most  enormous  size,  and  was 
covered  with  a  pointed  cap.  And  added  to  all  this,  he  had  a  projecting  hump 
both  before  and  behind. 

If  the  prince  had  not  been  previously  infonncd  that  it  was  the  brother  of  Pari- 
Banou,  he  could  not  have  beheld  him  withnut  the  greatest  alarm  ;  encouraged, 
howe%'er,  by  the  knowledge  of  this,  he  waited  with  fortitude  by  the  side  of  the 
(airy,  and  received  him  without  showing  the  least  marks  of  fear. 

Schaibar,  who,  as  he  advanced,  looked  at  Prince  Ahmed  with  an  eye  that  would 
have  chilled  his  verj*  soul,  demanded  of  Pari-Hanou,  as  he  tir^t  addressed  her, 
who  that  man  was.  "  Brother,"  she  replied,  "  he  is  my  husband.  His  name  ts 
Ahmed,  and  he  is  son  to  the  Sultan  of  India.  The  reason  that  I  did  not  inrite 
you  to  luy  nuptials  was,  that  I  was  unwilling  to  take  you  off  from  the  expedition 
in  which  you  were  then  engaged,  and  from  which  I  have  learnt  with  the  greatest 
pleasure  that  you  arc  returned  victorious  ;  and  it  is  on  his  account  that  1  have 
now  taken  the  liberty  of  sending  for  you." 

On  hearing  this  speech,  Schaibar  cast  a  most  gracious  look  on  Prince  Ahmed, 
which,  however,  did  not  in  the  least  lessen  his  savage  and  haughty  appearance. 
**  Sister,"  said  he,  "  is  there  anything  in  which  1  can  be  of  any  service  to  him  ? 
He  has  only  lu  mention  iL  It  is  enough  fur  me  to  know  that  he  is  your  husband, 
to  induce  me  to  gratify  him  in  .inything  he  may  wish."  "The  sultan  his  fatlier," 
replied  Pari-Uanou,  "has  expressed  himself  curious  to  see  you  ;  I  beg  you  to 
have  the  goodness  lo  let  him  be  your  conductor."  "  He  has  only  to  precede," 
added  .Schaibar,"  I  am  ready  to  follow  him."  "  It  is  too  late, brother," said  Pari- 
Banou, "  to  begin  the  journey  to-day,  you  had  better  therefore  wait  till  to-morrow 
roonung.  In  the  meantime,  as  it  is  but  proper  that  you  should  be  infonncd  of 
what  has  passed  between  the  Suluin  of  India  and  Prince  Ahmed  since  our 
marriage,  I  will  give  you  an  account  of  everything  this  evening." 

The  next  morning,  when  Schaibar  had  been  iruormed  of  what  it  was  not  right 
he  should  be  ignorant  of,  he  liegan  his  journey  ver%'  early,  nccompanie<l  by  Prince 
Ahmed,  who  was  to  present  him  to  the  sultan.  1ney  arrived  at  the  capit.it,and 
Schaibar  h.id  no  sonner  appc-ired  at  the  gate  than  all  who  saw  him  were  Mixed 
with  fright  at  the  appearance  of  so  hideous  a  figure,  and  ran  and  hid  themselves 
in  their  shops  or  in  their  houses,  the  doors  of  which  they  instantly  shut ;  other? 
lcx>k  flight,  and  communicated  the  same  alarm  to  those  they  met,  who  instantly 
turned  back  without  once  looking  behind  them.  In  this  manncr,as  Schaibar  and 
iVincc  Ahmed  advanced  in  a  rcguUr  pace,  the^  found  the  greatest  solitude  ir.  all 
the  streets  throtigli  which  they  piisscd  in  their  way  to  the  palace.  When  they 
arrived  there,  the  porters,  instead  of  trying  at  least  to  prevent  Schaibar  from 
eoing  in, endeavoured  to  save  themselves  on  all  sides,  and  left  the  er.iranre  t^uite 
free.  Thcprinccand  Schaih.ir.thcrcfore.adv'anced  without  the  least  obstruction 
to  the  council  hall,  where  the  sultan  was  seated  upon  his  throne,  giving  audieitce ; 
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and  as  all  the  officers  and  attendants  had  abandoned  their  posts  as  so 
Schaibar  made  hi^  appearnnce,  they  entered  without  the  least  nindnmcc 

Schaibar,  with  his  head  erect,  haughtily  approached  the  throne,  and  wit 
waiting  for  I'rincc  Ahmed  to  present  hitn.thus  addreswd  lhesutt;in  :  "Thou] 
demanded  my  presence.    Sec,  here  I  am.     What  dost  thou  wish  of  mo/" 

The  sultan.,  however,  instead  of  answering,  put  his  hands  before  hi*  nc^s 
turned  them  away,  in  order  to  avoid  the  sight  of  so  dreadful  an  object.  Schftil 
was  enraged  at  this  uncivil  and  offensive  reception,  after  he  had  t-i— "  •' 
of  cominy.  He  lifted  up.  therefore,  his  bar  of  iron,  and  cxclair 
not  speak,  then?"  let  it  fall  directly  on  his  head,  and  cr\ished  ; 
He  did  this  before  fVince  Ahmed  had  the  power  of  requesting  ' 
was  now  as  much  as  he  was  able  to  do  to  prevent  him  from  destr^  „  : 
'vnzicr,  who  was  close  to  the  sultan's  ri^ht  hand.  And  he  pre\-ailed  upon  tun 
by  representing  that  the  advice  he  alwa>-s  j^ve  the  sultan  his  fauier  was 
ctjuitablcand  excellent.  "Where,  then,  arc  they,"  exclaimed  Schaibar."  wiiohsvs 
given  him  such  execrable  advice?"  And  saying  this,  he  destroyed  ail  the  oiltf 
viziers  who  were  on  both  sides  of  the  Ihrnne,an3  all  the  favourites  and  ponsitafl 
01  the  sultan,  who  were  the  enemies  of  Prince  Ahmed.  In  short,  death  MIowBd 
ever)-  blow,  and  none  escaped  except  those  whose  fear  was  not  so  ptwferful  u  ti> 
tix  them  to  the  very  spot,  and  thus  prevent  ihtm  from  sa\ing  their  Irves  by  fligfct 

Having  completed  this  dreadful  execution,  .SchaibAr  left  the  hall  of  aitdK-r.>'\-. 
and  went  into  the  middle  of  the  court,  with  the  bar  of  iron  on  his  shoulder  - 1 
know  iliere  is,"  ho  cried,  looking  at  the  grand  ^Hiicr.  who  arcompanled  l*r«»c* 
Ahmed,  10  whom  he  owed  his  life,  "a  certain  enchantress,  who  tf  anoMBiviB 
the  prince  my  brother-in-law,  and  o'cn  more  so  than  these  infamous  bvounleS 
whom  1  have  punished.  Let  her  Ix;  broujjht  before  me."  The  grand  vto* 
immediately  sent  for  and  had  her  conductcJ  then-  "l-ti  s<  l.:.ili<t  ^'.hecnisM 
her  with  his  bar  of  iron,  said,  "  Learn  the  cnn"^!  ked  *d«« 

and  pretending  sickness."    The  enchantress  \^-  !n)  rr  tbe 

ipoL 


**  Tliis  is  not  sufficient,"  exclAimed  Schaibar,  "  X  will  destroy  the  whole  city  if 
Prince-  Ahmed,  my  hrolhcr-in-l.iw,  is  not  instantly  acknowledged  as  the  Sultan 
of  India."  All  those  who  were  present,  and  who  heard  the  aetermination,  im- 
mediately inadc  the  air  resound  with  "  Long  live  Sultan  Ahmed,"  and  in  a  short 
time  the  whole  ciiy  echoed  with  the  same  sound.  Schaibar  next  caused  the 
prince  to  be  clothed  in  the  robes  of  the  sultan,  and  had  him  instanil/  installed. 
And  after  havin}^  paid  him  homa^.  and  taken  an  oatb  of  fidelity  and  allegiancCt 
he  went  for  his  sister  I'ari-Hanou,  conducted  her  to  the  city  in  great  pomp,  arid 
caused  her  to  be  acknowted;;ed  as  Sultana  of  India. 

With  respect  to  I'nnce  Ali  and  tlie  Princess  Nourounnihar,  as  Ihey  lud  taken 
noiuirt  in  lite  conspiracy  against  Prince  Ahmed,  who  was  thus  so  amply  revenged, 
ana,  indeed,  as  tlicy  were  e\'en  ignorant  of  its  exittcnce.  Prince  Alimed  gave 
them  a  ver\'  considerable  province,  with  its  capital,  for  their  esiablishment,  where 
they  went  and  parsed  the  remainder  of  their  days.  He  sent  also  an  oiiicer  to 
Prince  Houssatn.hiseldesi  brothcr.toannouncc  the  change  that  had  uken  place, 
and  offered  him  the  choice  of  any  province  in  his  kingdom  in  fall  sovereignty : 
bat  tlic  pnnce  vras  so  happy  in  his  retirement  that  he  tvutie^ted  the  ot^ccr  to 
return  hi*  sincercst  thanks  to  tlie  sulian,  his  youngest  brotner,  for  his  good  and 
kind  intentions^  to  assure  him  of  his  entire  submission  to  his  interests,  and  tn 
say  that  the  only  favour  he  requested  was  to  be  permitted  to  pass  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  the  retreat  he  had  chosen. 

Schcherazndi,  always  contriving  to  detain  the  sultan  in  suspense  with  r^ard 
to  the  decision  of  her  fate  by  the  relation  of  her  dtffercm  stories,  now  be^in  a 
new  one,  and  addressed  tiic  sultan  in  these  terms. 


THE  STORY  OF  THE  TWO  SI.STERS  WHO  WERE  JEALOUS  OF 
THEIR  YOUNGER  SISTER. 

HERE  was  once  a  IMnce  of  Persia,  sire,  named  Khosrouschah, 
who,  on  his  mtroduction  into  the  world,  used  to  amuse  himsrU 
vcrv'  frequently  by  seeking  after  ad^-emures  during  the  night :  ho 
nfccn  disguised  himself,  and,  accompanied  by  one  of  his  conli- 
dcntial  attendants  likewise  in  disguise,  he  would  visit  different 
parts  of  the  city,  and  sometimes  met  with  many  occurrences  of 
an  cslraordinar>'  nature,  which  I  wilt  not  at  present  undertake  to 
reUte  to  your  maiesty  ;  but  I  hope  you  will  hnd  some  pleasure  in 
listening  to  the  account  of  what  happened  lo  him  on  the  first  excursion  he  made, 
a  few  days  after  he  h.-id  ascended  the  throne  of  the  sultan  his  father,  who,  dying 
at  a  \Try  advanced  age,  left  htm  sole  heir  of  the  kingdom  of  Persia. 

After  the  customary  ceremonies  on  bis  accession  to  the  crown,  and  the  funeral 
rites  to  the  memory  of  his  father,  llic  new  sultan.  Khosrouschah,  as  much  from 
ai  motive  of  duty  as  from  inclitiation,  tliat  be  might  inspect  what  passed  in  his 
city,  left  his  palace  one  night  at  about  two  hours  after  dark,  accompanied  b)*  hts 
grand  vi2ier.  who  was  disguised  like  himself.  Having  strolled  into  a  quarter  of 
the  city  where  only  the  common  class  of  people  resided,  bo  heani,  as  he  passed 
throug-n  a  street,  some  voices  talking  very  loud,  and  he  approached  the  house 
whence  the  noise  proceeded  ;  looking  through  the  crevice  nf  a  door,  he  perceived 
a  light,  and  three  sisters  seatetl  on  a  sofa,  who  were  conversing  together  after 
sapper.  From  the  discourse  of  the  eldest,  he  was  soon  informed  that  their  wishes 
fonned  the  subject  of  iL  "Since  we  are  talking  of  wishes,"  said  she,  **miDe  is 
that  I  may  have  the  sultan's  baker  for  a  husband.  I  should  then  cat  as  much  as 
1  liked  of  that  delicious  bread  which  is  called  the  *  sultan's  bread.'    >iow  let  us 
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hc.ir  If  your  taste  is  as  good  a9  mine,"  "My  wish,"  replied  the  second  sbtcr, 
"unuld  be  lo  marry  tlie  cook  of  the  sultan's  kitchen  ;  I  ahuuld  llien  eat  of  iucti 
excellent  dtshcs ;  »nd  as  I  atn  well  persuaded  that  the  sultan's  bread  is  used  in 
common  in  tlie  pidacc,  1  should  not  want  for  that.  Vou  see*  sister,"  continued 
»bc,  addressiny  the  elder  one,  ''that  my  lasic  is  cjuiie  as  t;ood  as  yours." 

The  youngest  sister,  who  was  extremely  hanasome,  and  possessed  of 
more  wit  and  pleasantry  than  her  elder  ststcn;,  now  spoke  in  her  Iuttl    "'F< 
finy  Fort."  said  she,  "  1  do  not  limit  my  wishes  to  so  low  a  titandard — t  take; 
^hij:her  flight,  and  since  wc  arc  about  wishing,  I  should  hkc  to  be  the  wife  of 
sultan  him!>clf :  and  1  would  bear  him  a  prince  whose  hair  should  tie  gold  oni 
side  and  silver  on  the  other  :  when  he  cried,  the  tears  that  thnpped  ftocn  bis  >  ^ 
should  be  pearls ;  and  when  be  smJlcd,  his  vennihon  lips  should  appev  Uke'aa 
opening  rosebud." 

Tlie  wishes  of  these  three  sisters,  and  partJCTiL-iriy  the  latter,  appeared  to  il 
sultan  so  sin^lar  that  he  resolved  to  gratify  them  ;  wuhotit.  ihrrcfore, 
nicaiinf;  his  dcsi^ni  to  the  {jrand  viticr,  he  dcsu-ed  him  lo  uke  paittcutor  notii 
of  the  huuM:,  that  he  might  come  to  fetch  them  on  the  foUowmK  oajr,  and  conduc 
them  beforu  hint. 

The  ^xAnA  viitier,  when  he  executed  this  onler  on  the  morrow,  only  atfo 
ihc  three  sisters  time  to  dress  themselves  (juickly,  without  saying  anything  mof»^ 
to  them  than  that  the  sultan  desired  to  sec  them,     lie  innk  tlirm  to'  (he  pahue, 
and  when  he  presented  ihem  to  the  sultan,  the  latter  aaid  tci  them.  "  TeU  me  il 
you  recollect  the  wishes  yuu  made  yesterd.-iy  evenin;;.  when  >-ou  were  all  in  soch 
a  pleasant  humour :  do  nut  dissemble,  lor  I  will  know  the  truth." 

At  this  question  of  the  sultan  the  three  sisters,  who  did  nut  at  all  expect 
this  nature,  were  in  the  utmost  confusion  ;  thcv  cast  their  eves  down,  and  tl 
blushes  whirh  ovcrspre.id  their  cheeks  added  a  lustre  lo  their  beauty,  and  tott 
of  the  younpcst  in  panicular,  which  completed  her  conquest  over  the  hean  of  l 
sultan.   As  their  natural  modesty,  togetlier  with  the  fear  of  havini;;  otTeoded 
soverci^^n  by  their  l.itc  conversation,  made  tiicm  silent,  the  sultan,  who 
it,  said  in  an  cn«.our^L'ing  nianncr,  *'  Fear  nothing :  1  have  not  •■•■ 
to  y^vf:  you  pain  ;  and  as  I  see  that  the  question  I  ask  you  hif.  ;<j 

intention,  confused  you,  and  as  1  also  know  each  of  vunr    -  .   w  u 

relieve  you  from  embarrassment.     Vou,"  added  he,  "who    .  m:  my 

shall  have  ynur  desire  completed  this  very  day ;  and  you.''  .......^  ".,...4  the  eJ 

and  the  second  sister,  "shall  also  have  your  wishes  ^rniitied.  and  1  will  haveyc 
nupiiais  solemnized  with  my  baker  and  with  my  head  cook." 

Aa  lOon  as  the  sultan  had  declared  his  will,  the  youngest,  ^cttinj'  her 
the  example,  threw  herself  at  die  feet  of  the  sultan  lo  express  her  grata 
L**Sirc''  said  she,  "my  wish,  since  it  is  known  to  your  majesty,  was  only  expn 
in  a  joke  and  mirth  ;  I  am  not  worthy  of  the  honour  ynu  confer  on  me,  ana  I 
your  pardon  for  my  boldness  and  temerity,"  TTie  other  two  si&tcn  wanted 
i«  excuse  themselves,  but  the  sult;in  interrupted  ihcm.  **  No,  no,"  Hbd  be,  *•  J  wil' 
hear  f^"  no  excuses  ;  the  wish  of  each  shall  be  jfraiified." 

The  nupti.i1s  were  celebrated  on  that  verv  diiy,  as  the  s\lltin  had  decreed,  but 
with  far  different  ceremonies.     Those  of  the  younger  sister  were  accorapanb 
with  all  the  pomp  and  rcjoicinps  which  were  proper  for  the  union  of  a  Sultan 
Sultana  of  I'ersia.  while  those  of  the  other  tu-o  sisters  were  solemnized  with 
greater  festivities  than  might  be  expected  from  the  situation  of  their  faadxxadsi 
ti)3t  is  to  say.  from  the  )>rinci).>nl  baticr  and  the  head  cook  of  the  sultan. 

The  two  eldest  sisters  felt  very  forcibly  the  great  (li^proporiion  that 
between  their  marriages  and  their  younger  sister's.     'Ihcir  rertections,  fari 
making  ihem  conienird  wiih  the  good  fortune  that  had  befallen  tbem  aectir. 
to  their  nishcs, though  far  distant  from  their  expectaiinns,  operated  in  a  cnom*^ 
way^  and  created  in  them  an  excess  of  jealousy,  which  not  only  disturbed  tlMir 


own  comfort,  but  also  caused  the  utmost  uahappiness  to  ilieir  younger  ftUier, 
iind  in  the  end  caused  her  the  inosi  mortifying  and  humiltating  attliction.  'Hiey 
had  not  yet  had  time  to  communicate  to  each  other  ihcir  sentiments  on  the  pre- 
ference which  the  sultan  had  given  her  u\xr  them ;  they  had  only  leisure  to  prC' 
pare  fur  the  celebration  of  the  mnrrioge  cereinunics.  But  when  ihe>'  had  an 
opportunity  of  meeting;  some  days  after  at  a  public  biith,  where  they  had  made 
an  appointment,  "  Well,  sister,"  said  the  eldest  to  the  other,  "  what  think  you  of 
our  younger  sister?  Is  not  she  a  preuy  lady  for  a  sultana?"  "  I  confess,"  replied 
the  other, ''that  I  do  not  understand  il  I  cannot  conceive  what  charms  the 
sultan  could  see  in  her  to  fa^inate  him  thus.  She  is  no  better  ttion  a  monkev, 
and  you  know  as  welt  as  I  do  the  appearance  we  have  sometimes  seen  her 
present.  Was  ii  a  suflicicnt  reason  fur  the  sultan  to  prefer  her  to  you  because 
she  has  a  roorc  j-outhful  air  than  you  ha\-c  ?  You  were  worthy  of  his  love,  and 
he  ought  to  have  done  you  the  justice  to  gi\e  yuu  the  preference." 

"Sister."  replied  the  eldest,  *^do  not  let  us  speak  of  awself.  I  should  have 
nothing  to  say  if  the  sultan  h.^d  m.ide  choice  of  you,  but  that  he  should  fix  his 
he.vt  on  that  dirty  wench  drives  mc  to  despair.  I  will  be  revenged,  at  all  events, 
and  you  ari?  a*^  much  interested  as  myself  in  the  business.  I  therefore  propose 
tlial  you  should  join  with  mc,  that  wc  may  act  together  in  a  cause  whifh  con- 
cerns us  equally,  and  that  you  should  communicate  to  mc  anything  that  may 
occur  to  you  which  will  Ijc  likely  to  mortify  her,  and  I  on  my  part  promise  to 
acquaint  you  with  anytlting  that  my  desire  tu  humble  her  may  suggest  to  me." 

After  this  malicious  agreement,  the  two  siiiters  saw  each  otlier  frequently,  and 
every  ttroe  they  met  their  only  conversation  was  on  the  means  (hey  should  adopt 
to  interrupt  and  even  destroy  the  happiness  nf  the  suluna,  their  yt.»ungcr  sister. 
They  proposed  several  plans,  but  when  deliberating  on  the  execution  of  them, 
they  found  such  f^reai  difhcultics,  that  ihcy  did  not  venture  to  put  ihcm  ia  prac- 
tice. They,  however,  occasionally  visited  her  together,  and,  witli  the  most 
cunning  and  malicious  dissimulation,  tlicy  lavished  on  her  every  mark  of  friend* 
ship  and  affection  that  they  could  devise,  in  order  to  persuade  her  bow  delighted 
they  were  to  have  a  sister  raised  to  so  high  a  rank.  The  sultana,  on  her  part, 
always  received  them  with  every  mark  of  esteem  and  attention  which  the>-  could 
expect  from  a  sister  who  was  not  improperly  elated  with  her  newlv -acquired 
dignity,  but  who  still  continued  to  love  them  with  the  same  cordiality  as  before. 

Some  months  after  her  marriage  the  sultana  showed  signs  of  becoming  a 
mother,  an  event  which  gave  the  sultan  great  pleasure,  and  a  univcrKil  joy  pre- 
vailed on  the  occasion,  not  only  in  the  palace^  but  throughout  the  Persian 
dominions.  The  two  sisters  also  came  to  offer  their  congratulations,  and  to 
entreat  her  to  employ  no  one  except  them  to  attend  her  in  her  approaching  con- 
finement. The  sultana  replied,  "  Sly  dear  sisters,  I,  as  you  may  believe,  should 
not  make  choice  of  any  one  else  if  the  matter  rested  entirely  with  mc.  I  am 
infinitely  obliged  to  you  for  ytmr  good  wishes  towards  me,  but  I  submit  to  what* 
ever  the  sultan  may  command.  Vou  may,  however,  use  all  the  interest  your 
husbands  possess  at  court  to  have  this  favour  requested  of  the  sultin  ;  .ind  if  he 
speaks  to  mc  on  the  subject,  you  may  be  certain  that  I  shall  not  only  express  my 
satisfaction  to  him  for  conferring  on  me  this  pleasure,  but  shall  also  thank  him 
for  hanng  made  choice  of  you." 

The  two  husbands  each  solicited  the  courtiers  who  were  their  patrons,  cn- 
ircating  them  to  employ  their  influence  to  obtain  for  their  wives  (he  honour  they 
aspired  lo;  and  these  p-iirons  exerted  themselves  with  so  much  diligence  a-* 
well  as  success,  that  the  suluin  promised  to  think  of  it.  He  kept  his  word,  and 
in  a  conversation  he  had  with  the  sultana  he  told  her  that  he  thought  her  siMers 
would  be  better  than  a  5tran>;c  woman  to  attend  her  in  her  lying-in,  but  that  he 
would  not  appoint  them  to  that  office  until  he  had  previously  obtained  her  con- 
•enu    The  sultana,  sensible  of  llic  deference  the  sultan  thus  obligingly  paid  to 
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her  wishes,  replied,  **  Sire,  I  am  ready  lo  do  whatever  voor  tnaicstr  will 
me  ;  but  since  you  have  liad  ihe  goodness  lo  cast  your  thuughis  on  my  saien,  i 
must  thank  you  for  the  preference  >au  give  to  them  for  my  sake,  And  1  will 
(libscinble  iliat  I  shall  accept  of  their  services  with  tnQch  greater 
than  if  they  were  strangers." 

The  Sultan  Khosrottschah  appointed  the  sisters  of  the  sultana  to  ttcttsui 
and  they,  in  consequence,  immedtaicly  took  up  ihcir  residence  In  the 
quite  ovcrjo)xd  at  having;  found  an  opportunity  of  putting  in  practice  the  <lcl 
able  wickedness  which  they  had  mediuitcd  aeainst  Iier. 

Tite  period  at  length  arrived,  .tnd  the  ^iVtana  was  delivered  of  a  prukce 
beautiful  as  tlie  morning;  but  neither  his  beauty  nor  the  delicacy  of  his  form 
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capable  of  softening  the  ubdumtc  hearts  of  the  two  sisters.    They  wTspped 
up  very  carelessly  in  some  linen  cluilic^,  put  him  into  a  small  bukct,  and 
posed  It  with  him  to  the  current  of  a  can.il  which  passed  under  the  apartment 
the  sultana;  and  they  pn>duced  a  httle  dead  do^,as»eiting  thai  thcsuluuia' 
been  delivered  of  it     This  unpleasant  intelligence  was  .innoiinced  to  the  9U 
who  felt  on  the  occasion  a  dc^'rce  of  indi^'naiion,  which  might  have  proved 
to  the  sultana  if  his  gi^nd  vmcr  had  not  represented  to  him  that  he  coold 
[Witliout  injustice, .consider  her  as  responsible  for  the  caprices  of  niitme. 

The  b.iskci,  in  the  meantime,  with  the  prince  in  it,  was  conve>'cd  by  the 
beyond  a  wall  which  bounded  the  view  rn>tn  the  apartment  of  the  sultana,  bri 
did  not  impede  the  course  of  the  canal,  which  crossed  ihc  ^•ardcns  of  the  paUct. 
Uy  cliance  the  superintendent  of  the  ^rdens  of  the  sultan,  one  of  the  pnikd 
and  most  respected  ofticere  in  the  kingdom,  was  walltin-,'  in  the  gardta  on 
banks  of  the  canal,  and  iM  he  obseri-od  the  basket  floaiin)T  on  the  < 
a  gardener  who  was  near.   "  Go  quickly,"  said  he,  showing  it  to  :  ti 

me  that  basket,  that  I  may  see  what  it  conums."     'l"he  ^atdenci  *\eiii 
diately  lo  the  cd^e  of  the  canal,  and  with  the  spade  he  had  in  his  hmad 
dexterously  drew  the  basket  towards  him  and  took  it  out  of  the  water. 

The  superinlcndent  of  die  gardens  w.^s  very  much  surprised  to  mc  a  dnU 
wrapped  up  in  linen  in  ihe  basket;  a  child, loo' who.  ihotigh  evidently  jiun  bony 
was,  nevertheless,  \cv,  beautiful     This  officer  had  been  married  a  consi  '      '*'" 

Uinc,  but,  thout;h  ver>-  dciirous  of  having  a  progeny,  Hca^-cn  had  not  yet . 

bis  wi&lics.    He  dbcoDtinued  his  walk,  and  desired  the  gvdeoec  to  MWw  Um 
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with  the  basket  and  child.  When  he  had  reached  hi$  house,  which  opened  m&o 
the  garden  of  the  palace,  be  went  immediate!)-  to  the  apartment  of  his  wi/e.  *'  My 
dear  wife,"  said  he,  "  we  have  no  children ;  here  is  one  that  (hxI  sends  lu,  and  I 
recommend  him  to  you.  Send  for  a  nurse  for  hhn  as  soon  as  possihle,  and  take 
care  of  him  as  if  he  were  our  own  son.  From  this  moment  I  con»der  him  as 
such."  His  wife  jo>-fuUy  t(K>k  the  child,  and  felt  great  pleasure  in  the  charge. 
The  superintendent  of  the  );ardens  did  not  choose  to  investigate  fnnn  whence 
the  child  could  come.  *'  I  phinly  see,"  said  he  to  himself,  "that  it  is  frxHn  the 
apartment  of  the  suhana,  hut  it  is  not  my  business  lo  oppose  what  posses  there, 
nor  ti^  cause  commotions  in  a  place  where  ^nct:^  is  so  necessary." 

The  following  year  the  sultana  was  delivered  of  another  prince.  Her  unnatural 
and  inhuman  sisters  felt  no  more  compassion  for  him  than  they  had  done  for  hts 
elder  brother,  and  thc>-  had  him  exposed  in  the  same  way  in  a  basket  on  the 
canal,  and  pretended  that  the  sultana  had  produced  a  cat.  Fortunately  for  the 
child,  the  supcrinicndent  of  the  gardens,  beinjj  near  the  caiLil  at  the  ume,  hid 
htm  taken  out  and  carhi-d  to  his  wife,  charj^in^  her  to  take  the  same  care  of  that 
as  of  the  former  or^e,  which  she  readily  a^^ieed  to.  nut  less  frotn  iadination  th.m 
to  comply  with  the  good  intentions  of  her  husband. 

The  Sulum  of  Persia  felt  still  more  indignant  against  the  sultana  for  this 
second  production  than  he  had  done  before,  and  hisangerand  resentment  would 
have  burst  forth  had  not  the  grand  vizier  again  made  use  of  the  most  persuasive 
remonstrances  lo  appease  him. 

The  sultana  at  length  lay-in  a  third  limc,  not  of  a  prince,  but  of  a  dai^gtnsr. 
The  poor  little  mnoccnt  shared  ihc  same  fate  with  the  pnnccs  her  brothcn. 
The  two  sisters,  who  had  resoUxd  not  to  desist  from  theu*  iletestable  design 
until  they  succeeded  in  reducing  the  sultana  to  the  most  humiliating  situation, 
in  making  her  despised  and  dnven  from  her  present  state,  treated  llie  Uttle 
princess  in  the  same  way,  by  exposing  her  un  the  canal.  She  was  snatched  trom 
ine\-iable  death  by  the  charity  and  compassion  of  the  superintendent,  as  the  two 
priaces  her  brothers  had  been,  and  with  them  she  was  nur&cd  and  educated 

To  this  inhuman  action  the  t«-o  sislcn  added  ilcccit  and  impdsturc,  as  on  the 
fonner  occasions.  They  showed  a  piece  of  wood,  which  they  lalsciv  aftmied  to 
be  a  mc^  of  which  the  sultana  had  been  detiveTeti.  The  Suhan  Khosrouschah 
could  not  contain  himself  when  he  heard  of  this  kisi  extraordinary  production. 
"This  vile  iroman,  so  unworthy  of  my  love,"  said  be,  **  will  till  my  palace  with 
monsters  if  I  suffer  her  to  live  any  longer.  No,"  added  he,  "  this  must  not  be ; 
she  is  a  monster  herself,  and  I  uill  nd  the  world  of  her."  He  thus  pronounced 
the  decree  for  her  death,  and  commanded  the  grand  vizier  to  see  it  executed. 

The  grand  viijer  and  the  rounicrs  who  were  present  threw  thcmselNCs  at  the 
feet  of  ^e  sult.-in,  entreating  him  to  revoke  the  sentence.  The  former,  addressing 
him,  said,  "  Sire,  will  your  majesty  allow  me  to  represent  to  ywu  thai  the  I*w» 
iriiicfa  condemn  Ki  death  have  been  established  only  for  the  punishment  o( 
crimes :  The  thriM  strange  aod  unexpected  productions  of  the  suttana  cannot  be 
deemed  such.  How  can  she  be  accused  of  tiaving  contributed  to  them  ?  Aa 
infinite  number  of  wiimen  Imvc  met  witli  the  same  misfortune,  and  examples 
daily  occur  of  such  events.  They  are  to  be  pitted,  but  they  are  not  punishable 
Vour  majcslv  may  desist  from  seeing  her,  \-et  still  suffer  her  to  Irvc.  The  afflic- 
tion in  which  she  will  [kiss  the  remainder  of  her  da)-s,  after  having  lost  your 
&\'our,  will  be  a  Mifiicient  atonement  for  the  oficDCc' 

The  Sultan  nf  Pef-ia  yielded  to  these  arjoimcnu.  and  as  he  plainly  saw  Ute 
injustice  of  condemnmt;  to  deatli  a  sulLina  for  having  miscarried,  lor  thus  be  was 
UMluccd  to  bcUcve.  -  Let  her  U%e.  then."  cried  be. "  but  I  grant  her  life  only  on  a 
cooditioa  which  will  make  her  wisli  for  dc»th  m<»re  than  once  every  day.  Tbera 
shall  be  erected  a  sort  of  wooden  cage  or  prison  at  the  gate  of  the  princmat 
vtosque,  one  of  the  windows  of  which  shall  be  always  open.    She  shall  bo  swn 
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up  in  it,  dressed  in  a  coarse  habit,  and  every  Mussulman  who  goe&  to 
to  say  his  prayers  shall  spit  in  her  face  ii»  he  passes.  If  uny  one  t-iUs  in  com* 
plying  with  this  order,  he  shall  be  exposed  to  the  same  punishment.  And  that 
I  may  be  punctually  obeyed,  1  command  you,  vizier,  to  appoint  proper  penoni 
to  see  it  executed." 

The  tone  of  voice  in  which  the  sultan  pronounced  this  last  decree  silenced  the 
f>nind  viiicr.  It  was  execuicd,  to  the  great  &.ilisfaction  ot  the  two  jealous  ^iKcn. 
The  building  uas  erected.  When  completed,  the  sultana,  truly  worthy  of  com- 
passion,  was  confined  in  it,  as  soon  as  she  was  recovered  from  her  lymjf'in,  in 
the  way  the  sultan  had  commanded,  aud  i^umimuuslv  exposed  to  the  cooteropt 
and  ridicule  of  the  conunon  people,— a  treatment  which^  in  £ict,  ibe  had  not 
dc5er\Td.  but  which  bhe  bore  witli  a  firmness  and  patience  that  attnctcd  (he 
admiratiun,  and  at  the  same  time  the  compassion,  of  all  those  who  judged  o( 
circumstances  in  their  proper  light. 

Thc  iwa  princes  and  the  princess  were  brought  up  by  the  superintendieHt  ol 
the  g:irden$  and  his  \i-ife  with  parcnia)  tenderness,  and  this  affection  iDcreaaed 
as  they  advanced  in  a^e,  from  the  greatness  of  mind  which  di«playod  itself  ta 
the  brothers  as  well  as  sifter,  but  above  all  from  the  extreme  beauty  of  the  luttr, 
who  every  day  unfolded  new  charms ;  from  their  docility,  their  inctinatiaas,  so 
much  above  the  trivi;il  pursuits  of  children  in  general,  and  from  a  certain  air  and 
manner  which  plainly  indicated  their  rank.  In  order  to  distinguish  the  t«o 
princes  according  to  their  age,  they  named  the  first  Dahman,  and  the  accood 
I'erviz,  both  names  of  some  i>f  tlic  ancient  kings  of  Persia.  The  princess  ihtj 
called  Parizadi,  also  after  some  of  the  Persian  queens  and  princesses. 

When  the  princes  were  of  a  proper  age,  the  superintendent  of  the 
provided  them  with  a  master  to  teach  them  to  read  and  wnte;  and  the 
their  sister,  who  was  present  when  they  took  their  lessons,  showed  so  great 
desire  to  learn  also,  though  younger  than  her  brothers,  thni  the  superint 
dehghtcd  with  the  disposition  he  saw  in  her  to  improve  bers^,  gave  her 
same  master.     Her  vivacity  and  quick  penetration  soon  excited  io  her  A  < 
to  excel,  and  in  a  short  time  she  became  as  cle\'er  as  her  brothers. 

From  that  time  the  two  princes  and  their  sister  had  the  same  masters  in< 
sciences,  such  as  gco^^phy,  poctr>-,  and  history-,  and  also  in  the  occult  i 
And  as  they  lutd  wonderful  nicility  in  learning,  they  made  so  great  a 
that  their  masters  were  astonished,  and  soon  tunfes^cd,  without  hesitatiopQ," 
they  in  a  short  time  would  go  beyond  what  they  themselves  knew.     In 
hours  of  recreation  the  princes  learnt  to  sing  and  play  on  5C%-cral  iost 
When  the  princes  b^an  to  nde  on  horseback,  she  would  not  suffer  tbcfla  tDJ 
even  this  advantage  over  her ;  she  exercised  herself  with  them,  so  thiU  alw  I 
the  whole  art  of  horsemanship,  of  axcbcry,  of  throwing  the  javelin,  and  often . 
cxccllctl  them  in  the  race. 

The  superintendent,  mho  was  highly  delighted  to  see  his  adopted  rhOdfem  i 
sccomplished  m  evcr\-  bodily  as  well  as  mental  excellence,  that  they  fiiBy  net 
pcnscd  him  for  the  expense  he  had  been  at  in  their  edocauon,  c^-cn  b^-oad 
most  sanguine  expectations,  formed  a  more  extensive  pbm  for  their  acccxm 
tion  and  pleasure.    Till  then,  contented  with  his  residence  in  the  centre  oi 
garden  of  the  palace,  he  had  lived  without  having  a  cuunlry  house.     He  vaif] 
purchased  one  nt  a  link  distance  from  the  city  which  had  a  good  deal  of  i 

annexed,  con5i5tin^;  of  fields,  meadows,  and  woods,  and  as  the  house  c 

appear  to  him  sufticicnlly  handsome  or  convenient,  he  h.wl  it  pulled  dmrn. ; 
spared  no  expense  to  render  it  the  most  magnificent  habitation  m  thene>gllbL-  ^ 
hood.     He  went  there  every  day.  that  by  his  presence  he  might  excite  the  pe*^ 
number  of  workmen  he  employed  to  be  expeditious;  and  as  soon  as  an  apwi- 
mcnt  was  completed  far  hi&  reception,  he  passed  several  days  there  at  a  tUBC. 
and  indeed  as  much  as  the  functions  and  duties  of  his  office  nooU  aflov.    Al 
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length,  by  continued  assiduity  on  his  part,  ihc  house  was  finished :  and  while  it 
was  bein^  furnished  with  etjual  dtsjiairh  in  the  inosi  eleK^'nt  style,  '.'orres ponding 
■riih  ihc  richness  and  mafrnificencc  of  the  cditice,  he  had  ilie  garden  laid  <nit 
according  id  a  design  which  he  liad  himself  planned,  and  in  the  manner  which 
the  nobles  of  Persia  usually  adopt.  He  added  to  it  a  park  of  \-ast  extent,  which 
he  had  unclotscd  with  substantial  ^'alls,  and  furnished  with  all  kinds  of  animals 
(or  the  chase,  that  the  princes  and  their  ^jsitcr  might  take  the  diversion  of  hunt- 
ing whenever  they  liked. 

\\'licn  this  house  was  entirely  completed  and  ready  to  be  inhabited,  the  super* 
intendent  of  the  ^'.irdcns  went  to  throw  himself  at  the  feel  of  the  sultan,  and  after 
having  represented  to  him  the  length  of  time  he  had  been  in  his  service,  and  the 
)n6rmuies  of  age  which  were  advancing  on  him,  he  entreated  him  to  gram  him 
permission  to  resign  his  ortice  into  the  hands  of  his  majesty,  and  retire.  The 
sult:in  granted  him  this  favour  with  so  much  the  greater  pleasure,  as  he  was  well 
satisticd  with  his  services,  for  he  had  been  m  oftice,  not  only  during  his  own  reign, 
but  als4.i  while  bis  father  was  on  the  throne ;  and  in  giving  him  his  dismissal,  he 
asked  him  what  he  could  do  to  rctonipcnse  him.  "  Sire,"  replied  the  superin- 
tendent,'*  I  am  50  overwhelmed  with  the  favours  I  have  received  from  your 
majesty,  as  well  as  from  ihc  sultan  your  father  of  happy  memory,  that  I  have 
now  nothing  to  desire  but  that  1  may  die  with  your  good  opinion,"  He  then 
took  his  leave  of  the  siilian,  after  which  he  removed  to  the  country-  house  he  had 
built,  with  the  two  princes  liahman  and  I'crv-ii,  and  the  rrtncess'l'arizad^.  His 
wife  had  been  dead  some  years.  He  had  not  tixeit  his  re.<>idencc  here  with  them 
longer  than  Ave  or  six  months,  when  he  was  taken  from  them  by  a  death  so 
sud<len,  that  he  had  not  even  time  to  acquaint  them  with  the  true  circumstances 
of  tlieir  birth  ;  a  thing  which,  however,  he  had  resolved  on  doiny,  as  a  necessary 
inducement  to  ihcm  to  continue  to  live  as  ihcy  had  hittieno  done,  according  to 
their  rank  and  condition,  and  in  conformity  with  the  education  he  bad  given  them, 
and  the  natural  inclinations  they  evinced. 

The  princes  Oahman  and  Pcr^iz,  and  tlieir  sister  Parizadt,-,  who  knew  do  other 
father  than  the  superintendent  of  the  gardens,  mourned  him  as  a  parent,  and 
performed  all  the  funeral  duties  which  hlial  afTeclion  and  gratitude  required  of 
them.  Perfectly  satisfied  with  the  possessions  he  had  bequeathed  them,  tlw^ 
continued  to  live  together  in  the  same  union  which  they  had  hitherto  presen-eil, 
the  princes  feeling  no  ambition  to  appear  at  court,  or  to  aspire  to  those  ptiacipiU 
o^cs  and  dignities  which  they  might  easily  have  ncquired. 

One  day.  wmn  the  two  brothers  were  hunting,  :ind  Parizad<l?  had  remained  at 
home,  a  Mussulman  devotee,  who  was  very  age^,  presenled  hef-elf  at  the  gale, 
and  entrcatctl  permission  to  enter  and  repeat  her  prayer,  as  it  was  the  Imur  fur  it 
*rhe  pnntcss  wiis  asked  if  she  wwild  consent  to  it,  and  she  ordere<l  her  to  be 
admitted  ajid  shown  into  the  orator)',  which  had  been  erected  by  the  superin- 
tendent in  the  hou*e.  as  there  was  no  mosque  in  the  neigbl»ourh<Ktd.  She  also 
desired,  when  the  devotee  had  finished  her  prayer,  she  might  be  taken  over  the 
house  and  g.)rdens,  and  then  conducted  to  her. 

The  devotee  went  in.  and  repeated  her  prayer  in  ihc  oratory  ;  when  she  hod 
<lonc,  two  of  the  princess's  women,  who  were  waiting  for  her  to  come  out,  inwicd 
her  to  sec  the  house  and  gardens^  As  she  said  she  was  ready  i"  follow  them, 
they  took  her  through  idl  the  apartments,  in  each  of  which  she  observed  every- 
thing as  if  she  understtKid  the  value  of  the  furniture  and  the  proper  arrangement 
of  each  room.  They  also  went  with  her  into  the  gardens,  the  design  cfwhich 
she  thought  so  new  and  ^velI  di<iposcd,  that  she  admired  it  very  much,  and 
observed  that  he  who  laid  i:  out  must  have  been  a  great  master  in  the  arL  Site 
was  at  last  conducted  before  the  princess,  who  was  waiting  for  her  in  the  large 
saloon,  which,  in  beauty,  elegance,  and  richness,  mrpossed  all  that  she  bad  been 
shown  in  ttie  other  apartments. 
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As  soon  as  the  princess  saw  ihc  devotee  enter  the  saloan,  "  My  good  mother," 
said  she,  "  come  here  and  sit  by  mc  :  1  am  ver>-  luippy  in  the  opportunity  which 
chance  aiTordft  mc  of  prolitini;  for  some  minutes  from  the  good  example  and  ron- 
vt-rsaiionof  apcrionhkeyou,who  have  taken  ihe  right  p-itli  by  devoting  )-ounelf 
entirely  to  God,  aiid  whom  every  one  lh.it  is  wise  shiiiutd  also  f'lUow." 

The  devotee,  instead  of  going  upon  the  ^ofa,  would  have  se.ned  herself  at  'JSe 
edge  of  it,  but  ihe  princess  would  not  suifer  her  -,  she  rose  fn^ini  h.-r  ul  !.<•.  and 
going  tnw.iids  her.  took  her  by  the  hand,  and  obliged  her  to  -.r  n  ibe 

place  of  honour.    The  devotee  was  sensible  of  this  cinliti',  r.:  ut  hei, 

"  Madam,  1  oui;ht  not  to  be  treated  thus  honourably,  and  i  only  obey  yoa 
bccjusc  you  command  it,  nnd  arc  ini^treiSb  in  your  own  Iioum:.**  When  she  mu 
sented,  Ijcfore  they  be^an  (o  converse,  one  of  the  princes*'*  wuincii  placed  before 
them  a  »mall  low  table,  inlaid  with  niothcr-of-peir!  and  e^'iny.  wiih  n  bnsin  of 
porcelain  on  it,  containing  a  variety  of  cakes,  and  some  ^m  -   ih  the 

fruits  that  were  in  season,  together  with  sweetmeats,  both  1 

The  princess  took  one  of  the  cakes,  ami  presenting  it  to  the  du. 
and  eat  this,  my  good  mother,"  said  she,  "and  choose  whatever  fn 
you  must  want  food  after  the  long  walk  you  have  ha-I  ■  ■  '  ■ 

replied  the  devotee.  "  i  am  nut  accustomed  to  eat  v 
take  diem,  it  is  only  not  to  refuse  wliat  ^ttyd  scud^i  mc  Um  u^n  mi 
Whilst  the  devotee  was  eatins,  llie  princess,  who  alw*  ate  boi:i 
setting  her  the  example,  asked  her  several  iiuesltons  on  tlie  ilc. 
she  prarlised,  and  thi:  manner  in  which  she  lived  ;  to  all  whirh 

great  humility.     Led  on  from  one  subject  to  anotJicr,  ibe  pn _.    :,-.^.l: 

asked  her  what  she  thought  of  the  house  she  was  in,  and  whether  it  suited  btr 
taste. 

"  Madam,"  rqilicd  the  devotee,  "  I  must  havca  ver>-  bn-: 
in  it.     It  is  elegant,  (heerfiil,  richly  furnished,  and  the  di--    : 
with  great  judgment.     It  is  situated  in  pleas.inT  grounds,  and  ii  b  w. 
corvceive  a  garden  more  delightful  than  that  which  belongs  to  iL 
vou  will  permit  mc  not  to  dissetnbic,  I  must  take  the  lilierty  to  tell  -. . 
house  wouUI  be  incomparable  if  three  things,  which,  in  iny  opinion,  ' 
were  assembled."    "  My  good  woman,"  replied  I'anzadi,  "wli  r 
things?    ]  entreat  you  in  the  name  of  Cod  to  inform  me  ;  I  u 
to  procure  them,  if  it  Ijc  possible." 

"  Madam."  returned  the  devotee,  "tlie  first  of  these  three  ihinffs  is  the  Ui  ■ 
bird.    It  is  a  very  uncommon  hird,called  Hulbulheiar.whiil  • 
of  attracting  all  the  singing  birds  in  the  vicinity,  which  > 
song.    The  second  is  the  singing  tree,  the  leaves  of  whidi 
tliat  constantly  form  an  harmonious  concert  of  different  vi. 
The  third  and  last  is  the  water  of  the  colour  of  gold,  one    ...^.v  ... 
driipped  into  a  basin  made  for  the  purpose  in  any  part  of  a  ganlcn,   [ 
rapidly,  that  it  immediately  fills  it,  and  then  nscs  in  Ihe  middle    l.  ^       .  ^ 
fountain,  which  never  ceases  springinjf  up  and  falhng  into  the  btubi  wubocn  rrar 
running  over." 

"  Ah,  my  good  mother,"*  cried  the  princess.  "  how  much  am  I  obttKcd  to  jOi 
for  having  told  me  of  these  things  !  The>-  are  Astoni^hing,  nnd  I  never  hesd 
that  the  world  contained  anyihinji  so  cunous  and  wnnderful ;  btn  u  1  am  kot 
that  you  know  the  place  where  they  may  be  found,  I  hope  you  wttl  do  netiK 
favour  to  infonn  mc  of  it." 

In  order  to  satisfy  the  princess,  the  devotee  replied,  "  I  should  be  tmwvrt&r, 
madam,  of  the  hospitality  you  have  so  bounieoush     '  '  '  reluwd  d 

gratify  your  curiosity  on  what  you  arc  so  desirous  of  '  AUov  Be; 

then,  ihc  honour  of  telhng  you  Uiat  tlie  tlirec  things  I  r.n-c  ,riisi  mcnouaad  «e 
all  to  be  found  in  the  same  place,  on  the  conlincs  of  ibt$  kiiigdoin,  and  «a  tte 
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next  India.  Tlic  road  u-hich  leads  to  it  passes  bv  your  bouse  :  whoever  yoD 
Knd  to  procure  them  has  only  to  follow  this  ro,id  lor  mcnty  d.-iy^.  nnd  on  the 
twentieth  let  liim  ask  where  the  talking  bird,  the  singing  tree,  and  the  jjolden 
water  arc,  and  the  first  person  he  meets  will  point  it  out  to  him."  As  she  hniahed 
these  word»  she  n»e,  and  having  taken  her  leave,  &hc  went  aH'a>',and  continued 
her  journey. 

Princess  Pariiadi^  had  her  mind  so  occupied  with  attending  to  the  instructions 
which  the  Mussulman  de%'ulce  had  given  her  on  the  subject  of  the  talking  binj, 
the  singing  tree,  and  ihe  golden  water,  that  she  did  not  (jcrceive  she  was  gone 
until  she  wanted  to  ask  her  some  questions,  :o  render  the  information  more  clear. 
.She  did  nol,  in  fact,  think  lh.it  what  she  h.id  just  heard  was  sufficiently  evplana- 
tor)*  to  authorize  her  taking  a  Journey  that  might  be  useless.  She  would  not, 
however,  send  after  her  to  make  her  return,  but  she  endeavoured  to  recollect  all 
that  she  had  said,  and  to  impress  it  on  her  mcmor)-,  so  tliat  nothing  might  escape 
it.  When  she  thought  that  she  was  perfectly  sure  of  every  circumstance,  sne 
reflected  »ith  the  grc;itest  satisfaction  on  the  pleasure  she  should  experience  if 
she  could  arrive  at  ihc  possession  of  such  wonderful  tilings  :  but  the  difficuUies 
that  occurred,  and  the  tear  of  not  succeeding  in  the  uodertalung,  filled  her  with 
uneasiness. 

Pnriz.id^  was  absorbed  In  these  consideration*  when  the  princes  her  brothers 
returned  from  the  ch.ise  :  they  entered  the  -^.iloon.and  insic.id  of  finding  her  with 
an  open  countenance  and  cheerful  temper,  according  to  her  usual  custom,  they 
were  surprised  to  see  her  meditating  as  if  some  affliction  had  befallen  her,  and 
not  e\'en  raising  her  head  to  indicate  that  she  perceived  them  to  be  present 

Prince  Bahman  was  the  first  to  speak.  *'  Sister,"  said  he.  '*  where  are  the 
cheerfulness  and  gaiety  which  have  hitherto  been  inseparably  your  companions? 
ArcjiJu  unwell  ?  Has  any  misfortune  befallen  you  ?  Has  anj-thin;^  aftbctcd  you? 
Tell  us,  that  w-e  may  [wrticipate  in  your  grief,  and  apply  some  remedy  ;  or  that 
we  may  revon;;c  yoti,  if  any  mhc  h.»s  had  the  temerity  to  offend  you." 

The  princess  remained  for  some  time  without  making  any  reply  or  altering 


her  position.  At  length  she  miscd  her  eyes,  and  looked  at  the  princw  lier 
brothers ;  then  casiiny  them  down  again  aUnost  immediately,  she  said  that  U 
Wiis  nothing. 

"Sister,'"  replied  Prince  llahman,  "you  do  not  lell  us  the  tmih ;  something 
must  be  the  matter,  and  something  too  of  a  serious  nature.  It  is  not  pottUilc 
tliat  in  the  short  time  we  have  been  absent  from  you,  so  great  and  tincxjieded  a 
change  as  that  wc  observe  in  you  can  have  happened  withonr  ■  '  •'■—-  Yoo 
must  allow  us  to  be  incredulous  about  an  answer  wliicli  issofai  victory. 

Do  not,  then,  conceal  from  us  what  occasions  this  behaviour.  u;.._.  _ .;  insh  m 
to  believe  that  you  renounce  entirely  that  friendship  and  union  wfaidt  have  ever 
until  now  subsisted  amongst  us." 

The  princess,  who  was  ver\-  far  from  wishing  to  quarrel  with  bcr  brathcn,  did 
not  choose  to  let  them  remain  of  this  opinion.  "When  I  told  yo«,"  she  said, 
'"  that  what  gave  me  uneasiness  was  of  no  moment,  1  meant  only  with  respea  to 
you,  and  not  as  relative  to  myself,  who  certainly  consider  it  of  some  imporUBCc ; 
out  since  you  press  inc  to  explain  it,  and  urge  it  under  the  right uf  fnenosbip  and 
the  connection  there  is  between  us,  1  will  tell  you  what  h  is. 

"You  thought,  as  I  did  also,  that  this  liouse,  wh^  '    "icr 

built  for  us,  was  qniie  complete,  and  that  there  was  i  ■ 

I  have,  however,  been  informed  lo-day,  that  (here  are  mr..-c  n  •'■ 

set  it  beyond  comparison  with  rcspert  'id  every  other  countr)- 1;^  ,; 

whole  world.   These  are  the  talking  bint,  the  singing  tree,  ami  ■  .i  .imi.' 

After  having  explained  to  them  in  what  their  several  excellen  rod,*he 

went  on.  and  said,  "A  devotee  of  our  holy  religion  is  the  person  ■...,.,..,  -.liwn^ 
this ;  and  she  has  informed  me  of  the  place  where  they  arc  to  be  found,  and  the 
way  tliat  leads  to  ibcm.  You  may  think,  perhaps,  that  ihcic  ihin;'^.  MhiiJi  it* 
requisite  to  make  our  habitation  excel  atl  others,  are  of  little  i 

that  it  will  always  be  esteemed  a  very  handsome  one,  noiwith^-         -  ^  ■  n 

of  this  acquisition,  and  tliat  we  can  very  well  do  without  them.  Vuu  may  ihmk 
on  this  subject  as  you  please  ;  but  1  cannot  help  telling  you  that,  with  mpoct  M 
mvsclf,  I  am  persuaded  ihcy  arc  absoltilely  ncccssar)-,  and  ^hall  not  fed  Mtufel 
till  I  see  them  placed  here.  Whether,  tlicrcfarf,  you  lake  an>  inierctt  or  OMB 
the  things  themselves,  I  request  you  to  assist  me  with  your  advice,  and  point  oW 
some  one  whom  I  can  employ  to  obt^iin  them." 

"Nothing,  sister,"  replied  Frincellahman,"that  interests  you  can  be  tndifSeresi 
to  us.  It  is  enough  that  you  arc  anxious  to  possess  ihc^c  three  lhiti£»  yon  meo- 
tioD,  in  order  to  engage  us  to  ukc  the  same  interest,  liui  mdcpc/idcnt  of  whsi 
wc  feci  on  your  account,  we  must  ourselves  be  anxious  for  them.     1  am  well 

satisbed  my  brother  is  of  the  same  opinion  .is  myH'lf     V.     .-■■  -i--   ■' '  --  ri 

do  everything  in  our  pjower  to  procure  them  ;  and  inde-  ! 

importance  of  the  things  themselves  fully  deserve  that  api......  ..,  -i'i 

Lite  this  charge.     Tell  me  only  the  rodd  I  am  lu  go,  ana  thf  ;  ■   e  they 

arc  10  be  found,  and  I  w-ill  not  defer  my  journey  longer  than  lo   .;  -. 

"  Brother,"  said  Prince  I'er\i2,  *' it  is  not  proper  that  you  should  ab*cnt  yaw- 
self  from  home  for  so  long  a  time  :  you  are  our  chief  and  =uui«r:.  z,r.i  I  rmi.*'. 
request  mv  sister  to  join  with  me  in  desiring  you  to  rdir  ■ 
let  me  undertake  the  journey ;  1  will  endeavour  to  atqu> 
would,  and  it  will  also  be  much  more  proper."  "  I  am  wcM 
intcntitins,  brother,"  replied  Prince  Bahman,"andam  suit- 
the  business  worse  than  1  should  ;  but  the  matter  is  dctcruttiioi,  i 
nothing  shall  prevent  me  ;  you  will  ren^n  with  our  sister,  whom  it  -■■ 
sary  to  rcfommend  to  your  panicular  care."    The  rcnwindcr  of  ilic  dj>  *-» 
paiKd  in  makmg  preparations  for  the  joumc)',  and  m  bcmg  instructed  by  the 
princess  in  the  diiTcrcnt  signs  and  observatioos  that  the  devotes  liad  glnn,  dm 
no  one  might  mistake  the  road. 
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Very  earlv  the  next  morning,  Prince  Ilahman  mounted  his  horse,  and  Prince 
Fervid  and  Kis  sister,  who  were  anxious  to  see  him  set  ofl',  embraced  him,  and 
wished  him  a  prosperous  joumc>'.  At  the  very  instant  of  their  saying  farewell, 
the  princess  recollected  an  objection  thai  till  now  liad  not  struck  her.  "  Until 
this  moment,  my  brother,"  she  exclaimed,  **  I  did  not  reflect  upon  the  v.irious 
accidents  to  which  people  are  exposed  in  their  travels :  who  knows  whether  I 
shall  ever  sec  you  aeain  ?  Dismount,  therefore,  I  conjure  you,  and  do  not  under- 
take this  jouniey.  I  would  infinitely  rather  deprive  m)-5elf  of  the  talking  bird, 
the  singing  tree,  and  the  golden  w-aicr,  than  run  the  least  risk  of  losing  yoti  for 
ever." 

"  Sister ,"  replied  Prince  Bahman,  smiling  at  the  sudden  alarm  of  Parizadfr, 
"luy  resolution  is  taken,  and  even  were  that  not  the  fart  I  would  take  it  agaiiv 
and  j-ou  ^ould  sec  that  1  nould  execute  it.  The  accidents  >'ou  speak  of  liappen 
only  lo  the  unfortunate.  It  is  tine  that  I  may  be  among  that  number,  but  1  ra:iy 
aUo  be  among  the  successful,  and  thc>*  form  a  much  more  numerous  cUiss  than 
the  former.  As,  however,  events  of  xhis  kind  arc  in  their  niiture  uncertain,  and 
as  I  may  fail  in  my  enterprise,  all  tliat  I  can  now  do  is  to  give  you  this  knife," 

Prince  Bidiman  then  took  out  a  knife  and  presented  it  in  its  case  to  ihc 
princess.  •'  Take  iliis,"  .idiled  he, "  and  occasionally  give  yourself  the  trouble  to 
draw  it  out  of  it.'i  case,  ami  .^s  long  as  you  shall  lind'  it  clean  and  bright,  as  it  ti 
now,  it  will  be  a  certain  sign  that  1  am  alive ;  but  if  you  shall  ever  see  any  drops 
of  blood  fall  from  it,  you  may  be  assured  I  am  no  longer  linng,  and  you  may 
pray  for  my  repose." 

This  WHS  the  only  thing  that  the  princess  could  obtain  from  Prince  Bahman. 
He  then  took  his  leave  of  her  and  his  brother  for  the  last  time,  and  being  well 
mounted,  armed,  and  equipped,  set  out  He  proceeded  straight  forw-ard  on  hi* 
journey  without  deviating  either  to  the  right  or  left,  and  continued  lo  travene 
the  kingdom  of  I'ersix  On  t!ie  twenticA  day  of  his  journey  he  pcrcei\-ed  a 
most  hideous  old  man  by  the  side  of  the  road.  He  was  seated  at  tne  foot  of  a 
tree  at  a  Uttle  distance  from  a  cottage,  which  ser%*cd  him  as  a  retreat  against  the 
inclemency  of  the  wcithcr. 

His  eyebrows  were  like  snow,  as  was  also  hb  hair,  hi*  moustaches,  and  his 
beard,  and  thej-  reached  to  the  end  of  his  nose;  his  moustaches  quite  covered 
his  mouth,  while  his  heartt.  equally  white  with  his  hair,  fell  almost  lo  his  feel. 
The  rvails  of  his  hand-i  and  feet  were  of  an  excessive  length.  And  he  wore  a 
sort  of  large  and  tint  hat  on  his  head,  that  scr\*cd  as  an  umbrella.  The  re- 
mainder of  his  dress  was  comprised  m  a  smgte  mat,  that  was  wrapped  entirely 
round  him. 

This  strange  old  man.  liowe\'cr,  was  a  dervise,  who  had  for  many  years  retired 
from  the  wond  and  neglected  his  own  concerns,  in  order  to  attach  himself  more 
strongly  to  the  service  of  God,  so  tliat  at  last  he  was  become  the  cunous  Bgurc 
we  h.ive  just  described. 

Prince  llahman  h.id  been  xxry  attentive  from  the  break  of  day  in  observing 
whether  he  met  any  one  that  could  describe  the  place  which  he  was  in  search  of; 
he  stopped,  therefore,  when  he  came  near  the  dcr\-ife,  who  was,  in  fact,  the  firs^t 
person  he  had  met,  and  immediately  dismounted,  that  he  might  in  every  par- 
ticular confonn  to  what  the  devotee  had  told  the  princess.  He  ad^imced  towanls 
the  dervise,  while  he  held  his  horse  by  the  bridle,  and  nddressed  htm  in  these 
words;  "  May  God,  my  good  father,  prolong  your  days  and  grant  you  the  accom- 
triishmenl  of  your  wishes." 

The  dervise  saluted  the  prince  in  return,  but  spoke  so  on  intelligibly  that  he 
could  not  understand  a  sinyle  i*-ord.  As  the  prince  observed  Uin'  ''"■  .'^*i.»f-Je 
arose  from  the  mmisiachcs  of  the  dervise,  which  quite  covered  In  ind 

as  he  did  not  xvish  to  proceed  without  getting  the  information  I.  ■    ;,  he 

took  a  pair  of  scissors  with  which  he  was  provided,  and  after  feuienrng  bis  horse 
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he  said  to  him,  **  My  good  dervise,  I  ha%-c  something 


to  the  liranch  .        .  _ 

say  to  you,  but  your  moustaches  prevent  roc  frum  undcrsiandiny  ywu  in  return: 
I  should  be  much  oblit^cd  to  you  to  surfer  rae  to  cut  both  tho&e  and  youi  eye- 
brows, which  absolutely  disngurc  you,  and  make  you  resemble  a  bear  more  than 
a  man." 

The  denlse  made  no  opposition  to  the  design  of  the  prince,  but  sufTcrcd  him 
to  do  as  he  wished.  And  as  Uuhiniio  saw  when  he  had  tinishc-d  that  the  dcr«i)e 
had  a  fresh  and  clear  iltin,  and  appeared  much  youuyer  llian  he  m  realm*  waj, 
he  said  to  him,  "  If  1  liad  a  mirror,  my  good  der^'i^,  I  would  let  >'uu  sec  bow 

-■'■•  ■■- sh. 


much  younger  you  appear.  Ynu  arc  now  a  man,  bul  no  jxyion  ■ 
before  wh.it  you  were.  The  compliments  of  Prince  Bahnutii  i 
the  countenance  of  the  dervise.  "  \Vhoe\er  you  are,  sir,"  said  ih-  ..  r,t. 

"I  am  mudi  obhged  to  you  for  the  good  office  you  have  done  iii  m 

ready  to  show  my  gratitude  in  whatever  way  is  m  my  power.  You  wi>  ■.\z 

dismounted  unless  you  were  in  want  of  something.  Inform  me  what  it  ts,  ^vA  1 
will  cndea%'our  to  »ati:^fy  you  if  I  am  able."  "  .My  good  dcr^ise,"  replied  the 
prince.  *'  1  come  from  a  considerable  distance,  and  am  in  search  of  the  aOclBf 
bird,  the  singing  tree,  and  the  golden  water.  1  know  that  these  tiircc  thtnef  m 
somewhere  in  this  neighbourhood,  but  I  am  ignorant  of  the  preciie  spot.  Tf  you 
are  acquainted  with  it,  I  entreat  you  to  show  mc  the  way  to  tt,  that  1  mar  moke 
no  mistake,  and  thus  lose  the  fruit  of  the  lon^  journey  I  have  undcriakcnl* 

As  the  prince  addressed  these  words  lo  the  dervise,  be  observed  ihu  be 
changed  colour,  cost  his  eyes  on  the  ground,  and  put  on  a  most  serious  couiiK- 
nance,  and  then,  instead  of  making  any  rcph ,  he  rcmamed  <tilcnL  He  therrfbtc 
resumed  his  speech,  and  added,  "  1  thmk,  my  good  iathcr,  that  )-ou  tindencuid 
what  1  say.  Tctl  me,  then,  whether  you  know  what  I  ask  yini.  that  tf  }'du  arc 
ignorant  of  it  I  may  not  lose  any  more  time,  but  go  and  srcck  Mjuiewhcre  clae  (or 
the  infotm.itiun."  The  denise  at  last  broke  silence.  *'  Sir."  uid  he,  "  the  ttttd 
you  inquire  for  is  well  knouTi  to  mc,  but  the  friendship  1  conceived  for  you  ibc 
instant  I  beheld  you,  and  which  is  much  increased  by  the  Mnicc  you  have  ccft- 
dcred  me,  holds  mc  in  suspense,  and  makes  mc  uncenam  whether  1  04)|tht  (o 
gram  you  the  satisfaction  you  require."  *'  What  motive  can  hmdcr  you  ?"  rallied 
ihc  prince ;  "  what  diflicully  can  you  have  in  givina  it  mc  ?"  "  I  wUI  tell  ywu* 
answered  the  dervise.  "It  is  the  danger  to  whiai  you  will  be  oposedl,  aod 
which  is  infinitely  greater  than  you  can  possibly  im.igine.  A  great  many  otbcr 
persons  besides  you,  and  somewho^id  not  possess  less  conntgc  or  pcrscvenacc 
than  you  seem  to  have,  have  passed  this  pUce,  and  luvc  .iskcd  me  the  umc 
quesuons  which  you  h.-ive  done.  After  1  h.-id  used  all  my  endeavours  and  pei< 
suasions  to  prevent  them  from  proceeding,  they  have,  nr^crtbclcis,  pud  oa 
regard  to  whatever  I  could  say.  I  have  at  last,  although  against  my  mciaintioi^ 
mfonncd  them  of  the  road  at  their  repeated  cntrc:iiic3.  and  I  can  asMVC  mh 
that  cvciy  one  of  them  has  been  destroyed,  and  I  have  not  seen  orte  ukUvmuI 
return.  If,  therefore,  you  have  the  least  regard  for  y^mr  life,  and  will  IiiQqw  wy 
advice,  you  will  not  proceed  a  step  farther,  but  imnietliately  return  bome.' 

Prince  tiahman,  however,  persisted  in  his  determination.  **  I  ain  wiIUl^  to 
believe,''  he  said  to  the  dci-\-ise,  *'  that  your  .advice  is  sincere,  and  I  fed  veeptA 
obliged  to  you  for  this  proof  of  your  friendship;  but  honevcr  great  the 
may  be  of  which  you  speak,  neither  that  nor  an\  thing  else  is  cjipdblc  of 
me  alter  my  resolution.  If  any  one  should  attack  mc,  I  have  good  snm  tv 
defend  myself,  and  he  will  not  possess  greater  courage  th.in  irivstlf."  "  TlwMV 
however,  who  will  attack,"  replic-d  the  dervise,  "  for  thc>  more  thM 

one,  are  not  tu  be  seen-     How,  then,  can  you  defend  >:  -n  in<-it:*^ 

beings  ?"  "  All  this  is  of  no  consequence,"  cried  ilie  prince  \"  <-■ 
say  to  mc  will  not  persuade  me  to  act  contrary  to  my  duty.    ."^ 
quainted  with  the  road  I  require,  I  once  more  entreat  you  to  infomi  tuc  ti  ii.  4^ 
nut  refuse  me  this  favour." 


^ 
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Wh^  the  dervise  found  th^t  he  could  make  no  imprcsMon  upon  ihe  mind  of 
Prince  Bahinan,  and  th;it  he  continued  obstinately  determined  to  procetd  nn  his 
journey,  nolwithstandinj:  the  good  advice  he  gave  him,  be  put  his  hand  into  a 
bag  thai  lay  by  ihc  side  of  him,  and  look  out  a  bowl,  which  he  presented  to  the 
prince.  "  Smce  J  cannot  |>cr!>ua(Jc  you,"  said  the  dcrvi<ic.  "  to  p.ty  any  aitcnuoa 
10  what  1  have  said  and  proAl  by  my  advice,  take  this  bowl,  ;ind  as  &oon  as  you 
shall  liave  again  nuninted  your  hor^  tliruw  it  before  yoti,  and  follow  it  till  you 
come  to  the  tool  of  a  mountain,  where  it  will  stop.  When  (here  you  must  dis- 
mount, and  you  may  leave  your  horse  wich  his  bridle  over  his  neck,  .is  he  will 
remain  in  that  spot  until  you  come  back.  As  you  ascend  the  mountain  you  will 
see  both  on  the  right  and  left  of  you  a  great  quantity  of  large  black  stones,  ;ind 
you  will  hear  on  all  sides  a  confusion  of  voices,  that  will  abuse  you,  and  sa^  a 
thousand  injurious  things  in  order  to  discourage  you  and  prevent  your  rcachmg 
the  top;  but  do  you  be  particularly  careful  not  to  be  alarmed,  and  above  all 
thmgs  be  sure  not  to  turn  your  head  to  look  behind  you,  fur  if  you  do,  at  that 
very  moment  vou  nill  be  clianged  into  a  black  stone,  such  as  those  you  see 
about  you,  ana  which,  in  fact,  are  so  many  men  who,  like  you.  have  undertaken 
this  enterprise,  but,  ns  I  have  told  you,  have  failed  in  the  attempt.  If  ynu  over- 
come this  danger,  which  I  assure  you  I  cumoi  describe  in  terms  suiliciently 
strong,  and  on  which  1  would  have  you  rellect  very  seriously,  and  arrive  at  the 
top  of  the  mounuin,  you  will  there  find  a  cage  in  which  the  Lilking  bird  is  con- 
fined that  you  are  in  search  of.  As  it  speak.-!,  you  must  ask  it  where  Che  singing 
tree  is,  and  .ilso  the  golden  water,  and  it  will  inform  you.  1  have  now  nothira 
more  to  say.  You  know  what  vou  have  to  do  and  what  to  avoid ;  but  if  you  wiD 
depend  upon  me,  jini  will  follow  the  advice  I  have  given  ^ou,  and  not  expose 
yourself  to  the  loss  of  your  Ufe.  Once  again,  while  there  still  remains  an  oppw- 
tunily  for  you  to  reflect,  consider  well  that  this  loss  is  irrcp.irahlc,  and  depends 
upon  a  condition  you  must  not  violate,  should  you,  through  inadvertence,  subject 
Dursel/  to  it,  as  you  may  easily  understand." 

"The  adnce  which  you  have  now  repeated,  and  for  which  I  must  ever  feci 

lyself  obliged  to  vou."  replied  Prince  Bahman,  after  he  had  taken  llic  bowl,  •'  \ 

innot  think  of  following,  but  I  will  endeavour  to  profit  by  what  you  s.'ky,  and  I 

lope  you  will  soon  see  me  return,  and  I  shall  th.tnk  you  still  more  gntefiilly  wlien 

loen  with  the  spoils  I  am  in  search  of.''     Having  said  thus  much,  to  which  the 

*rvi$e  returned  no  other  answer  than  that  he  u-ished  him  success,  and  should 

hun  return  >viih  great  pleasure,  the  prince  mounted  his  horse,  took  leave  of 

dcrvisc,  and  (hen  threw  the  bowl  before  hun. 

The  bowl  continued  to  roll  on  with  the  same  celerity  with  which  Prince 

Bahman  first  threw  it  forward  ;  in  order,  therefore,  to  follow,  and  not  lose  sight 

of  it,  he  was  obliged  to  accoimnodalc  the  pace  of  his  horse  exactly  as  it  went 

forw.ird.     He  continued  close  behind  it,  and  when  il  came  to  the  fool  of  the 

lountam  the  dcrvisc  mentioned,  it  stopped,  and  the  prince  dismounted.     He 

id  not  fasten  his  horse,  which  indeed  did  not  stir  from  the  spot  even  when  he 

threw  the  bridle  on  its  neck.    When  he  had  cast  his  eyes  rotmd  the  mountain 

as  far  as  he  could,  and  had  observed  the  black  stones,  he  began  to  aKcnd,  and 

had  not  proceeded  more  than  four  or  five  steps  before  be  hcitd  the  voices  which 

the  dcrvise  mennuned,  nlthough  he  could  see  no  one.    Son>c  said,  "  Wlut  is  the 

fo<il  about?     Where  is  he  going?     What  does  he  want?     Don't  let  liim  jiass," 

Others  cried,  "  Stop  him  1  seiic  him  I  murder  him  '. "     While  a  third  parly,  in 

voices  hke  thunder,  exclaimed,  "Oh,  the  thief,  the  .isussin,  the  murderer;" 

Some,  on  the  contrary,  called  out  in  a  tone  of  r^illers*,  "  No,  no,  do  not  hurt  him  ; 

let  the  pretty  fellow  pass,  he  is  the  vers'  person  for  whom  the  cage  uid  bird  an 

kcpu" 

Notwithstanding  these  tiresome  and  importunate  excL-imalions,  Pnncc  Bahman 
continued  for  some  lime  to  ascend  with  great  fortitude  and  perseverance,  en- 
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couraging  himseTr  to^on.  But  ibevoices  kept  mcreasinfr,and  chenolse  became 
so  grcii,  ajid  appeared  so  near,  and  surroundinj;  him,  that  he  began  ta  he  wry 
much  abrmcd.  His  feet  and  legs  trembled  under  him,  be  felt  himiself  faint ;  aind 
as  soon  as  he  found  that  his  strength  began  to  fail,  he  forgot  the  atfvice  of  the 
dorvi!iC,  -md  turned  round  in  order  to  descend  and  save  himself,  when  he  wxa 
insiantly  changed  into  a  bLick  stone— a  transfunnation  that  had  h.it>pened  to 
many  oiliei^  before  him  who  had  aitempicd  ihe  same  enieiprisc.  Hi»  liortc  also 
underwent  a  simiLir  change. 

EviT  since  Prince  Bahman  first  set  out  on  this  expedition,  Princess  Poriouli 
had  constantly  worn  the  knife  with  iis  case  at  her  girdle,  in  nrder  to  uiform 
herself  whether  her  brother  «-as  alive  or  dead,  nor  had  she  crer  omin*^  to 
ronault  it  several  limes  dunnp  the  day.     She  had  in  this  manner  i"  .1- 

lion  ot  Ie;iniint;  that  he  was  m  perfett  health  ;  and  she  also  frequ  1 

of  liini  with  Prince  Pcrvir,  who  was  equally  anxions  as  herself  to  icam  some 
news  of  hmi. 

At  length,  on  the  fatal  day  tliat  Bahman  was  changed  into  the  black  ttooc. 
as  ihc  pnnce  and  princess  were  as  usual  conversing  about  him  in  the  evening, 
'•  Pray,  sister,"  Mid  Pcrvii,  "  take  the  knife  out,  and  let  us  <*e  hnw  '■•!'  >.rr.fkf^ 
15."   She  did  so.  and  lookinjj  at  its  hbUo,  they  saw  the  blood  run  firoi  •.. 

Struck  with  horror  at  this  sight,  ihe  princess'ihrew  down  ihc  knife.  _l___  x) 
dearest  brother,"  she  exclaimed,  "  1  have,  then,  destro^'ed  you  entiitJy  tbmtn 
my  own  fault.  Jscver  shall  1  sec  you  more.  How  wretched  1  am  :  \\\rf  dul 
mention  to  you  tlie  uvlkmg  bird,  the  singing  tree,  or  the  golden  water?  or  ralher 
of  what  consetiueiice  wus  it  to  me  to  knuw  the  opmion  the  devotei-  hn\\  fnrmed 
of  (his  himse  and  grounds,  and  whether  ^he  thoujjhl  them  bc-n     '  ■■■'■ 

fumiOicd  or  otherwise  ?  Would  to  God  thai  she  had  never  thin;  n 

herself  tome.     Hypocritical  and  deceitful  wTCtch!''  the  e\cl.i.i 
thou  hast  repaid  the  reception  1  aft'ordcd  thee?    Why  didst  ::    u    ;■.,..  ■ 
of  a  bird,  of  a  tree,  and  of  a  water,  which  I  now  believe  to  be  ideal  things  unJ;, 
thmugh  the  unfortunate  death  of  my  dearest  biother.  and  yet  which  t  cannot, 
through  thy  enchantment,  imagin.irj-  as  they  are,  drive  from  my  mind  ?"* 

I'rinre  Perxi/  w.is  not  less  afflirted  by  ihe  lo>s  of  his  Iwothcr  thnn  was  the 
princess  ;  but  without  losing  his  time  in  useless  com;'  -  ■  ■  -  »  -  ■  i.--  -,-  •  -  •  ,j 
from  his  sister's  lamentations  tliat  she  still  moatar  c 

talking  bird,  singing  tree,  and  golden  water,  he  in[i:i.i,t>i..u.^  ..  .Ul 

our  sorrow  and  regret  for  the  death  of  Prince  Bahman  are  ui  -^ciibct 

our  tears  nor  nur  afthction  will  bring  htm  to  life.     It  is  the  wiJ     .  .,  jwl  we 

Ought  to  submit  lo  it  Let  us  adore  His  dispensations,  whether  ul  go«t»l  or  ill. 
and  not  end&wour  10  penetrate  into  the  cause  of  ihent,  Wliy  should  we.  Jt  tlt« 
moment,  doubt  the  words  of  rhe  devoiee,  after  having  hitherto  suppci^^  them 
perfectly  just  and  true?  Why  should  wr  think  she  ?pokc  of  three  thin^  that 
did  not  exist,  and  merely  invented  thcni  to  amuse  and  deceive  you,  who,  so  bt 
Irom  giving  her  any  cause,  had  received  and  entertained  her  with  §0  mock 
liberality  and  kindness  ?  Let  us  rather  suppose  that  the  dc;ith  of  my  tiroibrr 
arose  from  his  own  fault,  or  from  some  .urideni  Uir  whiih  wp  a»i«  Mf^liftr  ra 
recount.  Let  not,  therefore,  his  death,  in. 
inquiry.     I  at  first  offered  10  undertake  1: 

witling  todo  it ;  and  as  his  example  and  f-it-.'  m-c^  nut  in  uie  ir.iii  iiL.it.f  ii«-  iinr 
my  opinion,  1  will  set  out  to-morrow  morning.*' 

The  princcsa  did  all  she  could  in  order  10  disstn '■  "■  ■'  ~  "  -  -  ^  —  r" 
him  not  to  expose  himself  to  the  dan^jer,  lest  she  n" 

lament  the  loss  of  two  brothers.     He  continued,  it 

standing  any  reinMnstrances  she  could  make.     But  l>cf(-i 

might  be  informed  of  the  success  of  his  expedition,  as  si  •- 

icance  of  Prince  Bahman,  by  means  of  tlic  knife  he  bad  leit  her,  he  gvrt  te' « 
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chaplet,  consisting  of  a  hundred  pearly  for  the  same  jnirpose.  And  as  he  pre- 
sented it  to  her,  he  snid,  "Tell  over  this  chaplet  during  my  absence  for  this 
purpose  ;  and  if,  in  telling;  it,  it  should  happen  tnat  the  pearls  are  set  £ist,  so  that 
you  cannot  mo^-c  them,  or  make  them  go  over  each  other,  as  if  they  were  fflued, 
It  will  be  a  sign  that  I  have  cxpcncnccu  the  same  f;ite  as  my  brollicr ;  but  let  u« 
hope  that  this  will  not  happen,  and  diat  1  shall  a|*ntn  have  the  happiness  of 
seeing  you  «nth  all  the  saiififacliofi  wc  both  c.in  wish." 

Prince  Pcrvii  bcgnn  hi's  journey,  ar.d  on  the  incnlieth  day  he  met  the  same 

dcrvisc.  exactly  in  the  same  spot  where  I^rince  Kihnian  had  found  hitn.     He 

went  up  to  him,  and.  having  s-iluted  him,  requcitcd  him.  if  he  kncH.  to  inform 

[Wm  of  the  place  where  the  lalkin^;  bird,  the  smginn  tree,  Jind  tlie  golden  water 

^1refe  to  be  found.     The  dcn-i-sc  made  (he  same  dirtiailiies  and  urged  llie  sanve 

;  remonstrances  as  in  the  instance  of  Fnncc  li^hman,  ^nd  even  told  him  th.n  not 

long  since  a  person  of  the  &amc  o^c,  and  vhu  burc  a  great  likeness  lo  him,  had 

come  and  asked  the  road,  and  that,  overcome  by  his  pressing  entreaties  and  im- 
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pominities.  he  had  shown  him  the  w.i>-,  and  had  given  him  something  as  a  gnide, 
-intl  told  liim  every  particular  that  he  ought  to  follow  m  order  to  succc^,  but 
tliat  he  h^id  never  seen  him  return,  and  he  Iiad  therefore  no  doubt  tlut  he  had 
cxpcrieiucd  the  same  fate  ns  those  who  had  yune  before. 

"  My  gL'od  dervi&e,"  rcplietl  Piince  Pcrviz,  "*  I  know  the  person  you  meniiDO 
very  well-     He  w.is  my  cider  brother,  and  I  am  infonned  fur  a  certainly  that  he 
is  dead,  but  of  what  nature  his  death  was  I  am  ignurani."  "  I  can  tell  >  du,  then.'* 
replied  the  dcr\ise.  "  He  has  been  changed  into  a  black  stone,  like  those  1  ba%-o 
mentioned  lo  you,  and  you  may  expect  the  same  tmniformniion.  unless  yoo' 
follow  more  accurately  than  he  did  all  the  advice  I  have  given  you,  if  you  pcnotj 
in  proceeding  with  what  1  so  t-amcsUy  exhorted  you  to  desist  from,  and  concent) 
ing  which  I  slill  bej^'  you  to  alter  your  K-bolution." 

'*  Dervisc,"  said  rnncc  I'ervii,  "  I  cannot  iufficienlly  prove  to  you  how  much 
1  feel  indebted  for  the  interest  you  lake  in  the  preservation  of  my  life.  ■-'"■''> 
standing  1  am  so  much  a  stranger  to  you,  and  have  done  nothing  '■ 
your  kmdncss;  but  I  must  inform  you  tliat  1  thoueht  very  seriouily  ■-■  i      i.  -.j 
ject  before  1  undenook  this  expedition,  and  that  I  cannot  now  atiindon  il    1 
entreat  you,  therefore,  to  do  me  the  same  favour  you  showed  my  brorhrr.     I 
perhaps  shall  succeed  better  than  he  has  done  in  adhering  to  the  sa: 
which  I  uin  now  u'aittng  fur  from  you."    "Since.  tJien.  1  cannot  ucc-ii 
wishes  by  persuading  you  to  change  your  rcjolulion,"  said  the  dcrvi>c,  "  aiid  tf 
my  great  age  did  not  prevent  my  rising,  I  would  get  up  and  give  jou  a  bowl, 
whic))  will  serve  you  as  a  guide." 

Without  troubling  the  dervise  to  say  any  more,  Prince  Perviz  diunouDicd,  and 
as  he  approached  him  the  latter  took  a  bowl  out  of  the  bag,  in  which  there  were 
a  great  many  more,  and,  i^iving  it  the  prince,  told  him  how  to  make  use  of  tt,  as 
he  had  before  informed  Prince  Ualiman;  and  after  havmg  warned  him  to 
very  farcfiii,  and  not  regard  or  !«  al.irmcd  at  the  voices  he  would  he.ir,  wit 
being  able  to  sec  any  one,  however  tlireatcning  they  might  be,  he  dcsjreti  htm ' 
continue  ascending  until  he  perceived  the  cage  and  the  bird.  The  dcr^'isc  then 
bade  him  farewell. 

Prince  Pcr^'iz  thanked  tlie  dcrvtse,  and  as  soon  as  he  had  moiutcd  his  honlj 
he  threw  tlic  b'jnl  before  him,  and  then,  spurring  his  animaJ,  be  contioned  u1 
follow  it.  He  at  length  arrived  at  the  foot  of  tlic  moumain.  and  when  he 
the  bowl  stop  he  dismounted.  Before  he  began  to  ascend,  he  waited  .i  momrAl^ 
to  consider  and  recall  to  his  memor>-  all  the  advice  and  precaution  : 
had  given  him.  Me  then  called  forth  his  courage,  and  went  up  quite  'i 
to  reach  the  top  of  the  mountain.  He  had  hardly  proceeded  aIx>M'' 
paces  before  he  heard  a  voice  dose  behind  hmi,  like  that  of  a  man 
and  insulting  him.  "  Stop,  adventurous  wretch  !"  it  exclaimed,  "  until  i 
thy  audacity." 

At  this  insulting  menace  Prince  Per\TX  forgot  the  advice  of  the  dernM, 
his  sabie,  and  drew  it.     He  tlicn  turned  round  to  revenge  the  insult.     He 
scarcely  time  to  see  that  no  one  followed  him  before  both  be  and  his  borie 
I  changed  into  black  stones. 

from  the  moment  I'nnce  Per^'ir  had  set  out  Pariradi  diH  " ■  -    - 

hand  to  the  chaplct  she  h.id  received  from  him  the  da; 
every  time  she  was  not  otherwise  employed,  and  lo  count  v..^i    ...^   j-^^... 
her  lingers.     Nor  did  she  even  part  from  it  during  the  ni;;ht.     E\xry  c\t 
when  she  retired  to  rest  slic  put  it  round  her  neck ;  and  when  she  awoke  in  ' 
moiniiiy,  the  first  thing  she  did  was  to  feel  it,  in  order  to  know  if  the  dtffc 
pearls  were  loose.     At  length  the  fat.-»l  day  and  hour  .mivcd  nln-n  I'rincc  P< 
experienced  the  same  fate  as  his  brother  Prince  Uahm  '.  .it  of  \ 

changed  into  a  black  stone;  and  as  the  princess,  as  ^i .  .  iuip)«(  _ 

bqgau  lo  coant  it,  she  suddenly  perceived  that  the  peaiU  tvu  iun^er  yieiiiMi 
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her  eflbns,  taut  were  stationar)-,  and  she  then  became  too  well  as&ured  of  the 
death  of  ihc  prince  her  broiber. 

As  &bc  tiatl  already  formed  her  resakitlon  a»  to  the  pan  she  intended  to  take, 
if  this  unfortunate  event  happened,  she  did  not  uaste  ner  time  in  f^ivinf;  any  ex- 
tcrnid  inarlcs  of  sorrow.  She  made  the  LTeaicst  effort  to  confine  the  feelings  to 
her  own  bosom;  and  the  next  niornitii;,  uu^uised  aa  a  man,  and  well  armed  and 
e(|uippcd,  after  first  telling;  her  attendants  that  she  should  return  in  a  few  diys. 
she  Kt  out,  and  pursued  the  &amc  road  as  ihe  two  princes  her  brothers  bad 
done. 

The  princess,  who  had  been  very  much  accustomed  to  ride  on  horseback  in 
taking  the  diversion  of  hunting,  supported  the  fatigue  of  ihc  journey  much  better 
than  most  other  females  would  have  done.  As  she  travelled  exactly  at  the  same 
rate  her  brothers  had  done,  she  also  met  the  dervise  on  the  twentieth  day  of  her 
journey,  as  ihcy  had  done.  As  soon  as  she  was  near  enough  to  him  she  alighted, 
and,  holding  her  horsc  by  tlic  bridle,  she  went  and  sat  down  close  to  Yaxiu 
**  Viil  you  suffer  me,  mv  guud  dervise,"  she  said  to  him,  **  to  rest  mvKlf  a  litUe 
whUe  near  you  ?  and  will  you  alM>  do  oie  the  favour  to  inform  me  whether  there 
is  not  some  place  in  this  neighbourhood  where  there  is  a  talking  bird,  a  singing 
nee,  and  some  golden  water  ?''  "  Madam,"  replied  the  der\isc,  "for  your  voice 
evidently  telU  roe  you  are  not  of  our  sex,  ahhough  you  are  disguised  as  a  man, 
and  therefore  it  is  as  a  female  that  I  ought  lo  address  you,  I  accept  the  compli- 
ment you  pay  mc  ^^ith  great  pleasure.  1  do  know  the  pl.ice  where  the  things 
are  which  you  mention  ;  but  for  what  reason  do  you  ask  this  question?"  **  I 
have  heard  such  an  extraordinary  account  of  them,"  answcrea  the  princess. 
'*  that  I  am  anxious  beyond  measure  to  jxisies*  them."*  "  You  arc  right,  madam." 
said  the  dervise :  '*  these  tlnngs  are  more  wonderful  and  singular  than  it  is 
possible  they  should  have  been  described  to  you  ;  but  you  probably  have  not 
been  mformed  of  the  difficulties  that  mtist  be  overcome  in  order  to  acquire  them. 
You  would  not,  indeed,  have  engaged  in  xi  painful  and  dangerous  an  under- 
taking  if  you  had  been  bcUer  informed  Believe  me,  therefore,  .ind  do  not 
proceed  any  £uthcr.  Return,  and  do  not  expect  that  I  shall  coniribuic  to  your 
dcstJuctiorL 

"  My  good  father,"  replied  the  princess,  "  I  come  from  a  great  distance,  and  I 
tboulo  be  exceedingly  M)rry  to  return  home  ivithout  having  put  my  design  in 
execution.  Vou  tell  mc  of  difficulties  and  dangers,  but  you  do  not  say  in  what 
these  diflkultics  consist,  and  whence  these  dangers  arise.  This  is  what  I  wish 
to  know,  that  I  may  consider  and  examine  whether  I  may  rely  on  my  own 
strength  and  courage,  or  give  up  tlic  enterprise." 

The  dervise  then  related  to  tlic  princess  everything  he  had  before  told  Prince 
Bahman  and  Pnnce  l'cr>  iz,  and  he  even  exaggerated  the  difficulties  that  existed 
in  ascending  to  the  top  of  the  mountain,  where  the  bird  was  in  its  cage,  and  of 
which  it  was  necessary  to  acquire  the  possession,  as  from  tlui  she  would  learn 
where  the  tree  and  golden  water  were  to  be  found.  He  mentioned  the  great 
noise  of  dreadful  and  menacing  voices  which  she  would  hear  on  all  sides  of  her, 
without  seeing  any  one,  and  also  the  quantity  of  black  stones  ;  an  object  which 
was  alone  sufhcicnt  to  alarm  and  dismay  every  one,  when  they  knew  that  these 
stooes  were,  in  fact,  only  S4i  many  gallant  men,  who  had  been  thus  transfonoed 
because  they  did  not  !>irictly  obsen-c  the  principal  condition  necessary  for  the 
success  of  this  enterprise,  and  which  consisted  in  irat  turning  the  ticad  in  order 
to  look  back,  previous  to  obtaining  possession  of  the  cage. 

When  the  dervise  had  finished  hb  account,  the  princess  addressed  him  as  fol- 
lows :  "  From  what  I  undcrstaiKl  by  your  speech,  the  great  difl'iculty  of  succeeding 
in  this  enterprise  consists,  in  the  iirtt  pbce.  in  tlic  alarm  and  astonishment  that 
is  excited  by  the  noise  and  din  of  ditTerent  voices,  without  the  appear,knre  of  any 
one,  in  ascending  the  mountain  to  the  spot  where  the  cage  is  pUced ;  and  in  the 
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second  place,  in  avoiding  to  look  behind  you.  With  respect  to  this  last  coadltion, 
I  iniM  I  shall  be  sufficiently  mistress  of  m>-self  to  observe  ii  most  carefully.  And 
in  regard  lathe  first,  I  freely  own  tc-you  that  these  voices,  as  you  represent  ihcm. 
arc  capable  of  al.innmg  the  most  coulidcnt  and  steady,  iiut  as  in  all  esuct^^f.^r. 
of  importance  and  danger  we  are  not  prohibited  from  making-  use  of  any  liirii'. 
of  address  or  stniiagciii,  I  ask  you  whether  I  mavnotdotlie  same  in  this  instance, 
which  is  so  verj-  important  to  me?"  "What  do  you  wish  to  make  use  of,-'  re- 
plied tl»c  dcrvise.  "  It  appears  to  me,"  the  princess  continued,  '•  that  by  stopping 
one's  cars  with  cotton,  these  voices,  however  siron"  and  alarmin;^  they  may  be, 
will  make  much  less  impression  ;  and  as  they  will  thus  also  produce  a  less  cOect 
upon  my  imagination,  my  mind  will  be  more  at  case,  and  \  shall  not  be  so  dis- 
turbed as  to  be  I'.kcly  to  lose  the  use  of  my  reason." 

"  Of  all  those,  madam,"  said  the  dervi^e,  '*  who  havx  hitherto  addressed  them- 
selves to  mc  in  order  to  be  informed  of  the  road  you  have  also  inquired  aboat. 
J  know  not  of  any  one  who  has  made  use  of  the  means  you  have  mcntianed  to 
mc.  All  I  know  is,  that  not  one  has  proposed  the  thing  to  mc,  and  that  all  haw 
pcriihed.  If,  iheii,  you  persist  in  your  intention,  you  may  trj-  it,  and  fortunate 
will  you  be  if  you  are  successful ;  but  I  advise  you  not  to  expose  yourself  to  the 
daneer." 

"  Mygood  father," replied  the  princess,  "there  is  nothing  that  can  prerem  me 
from  persevering  in  my  dcsigtt.  My  heart  tells  mc  th-it  my  pLin  will  tucceed; 
and  1  am  resolved  on  making  use  of  the  means  I  mentioned.  Nothing,  therrtbn. 
now  remains  but  to  learn  from  you  what  road  1  must  take,  and  this  is  a  favDor  I 
must  entreat  you  not  torefuic  me.''  The  dcrvise  again  exhorted  her,  and  for  the 
last  time,  to  consider  well  of  the  enterprise  ;  but  as  he  found  ^hc  was  rcsohitdf 
lixcd  on  the  attempt,  he  took  out  a  bowl  and  presentc<l  it  to  her,  with  the  Siime 
directions  be  hhd  before  given  to  her  brothers. 

Princess  Pariiadi  remounted  her  horse,  having  fint  thanked  and  taken  letve 
of  the  ders'isc.  She  llircw  the  bowl  before  her.  and  followed  it  as  ii  proceeded 
along  its  road,  till  it  came  to  the  fool  of  the  mountain,  where  it  stopped.  Sbc 
then  alighted,  and  stuffed  her  cars  with  cotton.  Having  considered  tor  &  riion 
time  what  w.xs  the  path  she  was  to  pursue  in  order  to  arrive  at  llic  ti^  of  dv 
mountain,  she  began  to  ascend  with  a  steady  pare  and  an  ti"''  ■■—»'■  t  ..v"'!  '■*~ 
indeed  heard  the  voices,  but  found  lliat  the  cotton  vras  of  C" 

to  her.    The  farther  she  advanced,  the  louder  and  more  i : ^,  . 

became ;  but  they  did  not  make  a  sutticicnt  impression  to  disturb  her.  Sltr 
heard  \-arious  injurious  expressions  and  satirical  remarks  alludmg^  to  her  sei  c 
ihe$e,  however,  bhe  completely  despised,  and  the  ordy  effect  they  had  was  lo 
c-xcite  her  laughter.  "  Neither  your  reproaches  nor  your  raillcn',"  slw  ssid  to 
herself,  "  offend  mc.  Proceed  and  say  your  worst,  I  shall  only  think  thea 
ridiculous,  and  you  mil  not  prevent  me  from  pursuing  my  way."  She  -ir  length 
ascended  so  high,  that  she  perceived  the  cage  .md  the  bird,  which  j-' 
with  the  other  voices  in  endeavouring  to  intiniid.ilc  her,  calling  out  in  . 
ing  tone,  although  it  was  so  small  in  itself,  "  Go  back,  fool !  don.:  m^.     :  -l" 

Animated  stilt  more  by  i\\h  sight,  the  princess  doubled  her  spt-i         x  -,    xhen 
she  found  herself  so  near  tlic  end  of  her  journey,  and  had  -i  '  'W 

mount.iin,  where  the  ground  was  level,  she  ran  directly  to  :!■■:-: 

her  hand  upon  it,  she  exclaimed,  "  I  have  you  now,  in  spite  ui  y i^i  >c»  and  v^w 
shall  never  escape  from  mc." 

The  princess  then  took  the  cotton  from  her  ears,  when  the  bird  •.■•■I'l  <«  ber, 
"  Brave  lady,  do  not  suppose  that  1  wiih  you  any  harm,  from  wl. .  oae 

in  conjunction  with  those  who  have  made  so  many  efforts  to  presL; :..atT. 

Although  I  am  confined  within  this  cage,  1  am  not  dissatiabcd  with  my  lot ;  bat 
as  I  am  destined  to  become  a  slave,  I  would  rather  have  yuu,  wlio  lure  obtatBol 
me  in  so  worthy  and  intrepid  a  manner,  for  my  mistress,  thaa  any  other  pc»M 


in  the  worM  ;  and  from  tttis  motncni  I  swear  to  ydn  the  most  inviolable  fidelity, 
and  an  entire  submission  to  your  commands.  1  know  who  you  are,  and  1  can 
even  tell  you  more  about  yourself  than  you  are  acquainted  with.  Hut  the  day 
will  come  when  1  shall  render  you  a  service  xvhich  I  trust  you  will  candidly 
acknowledge.  That  I  may  immediately  jjivc  you  some  nurks  of  my  sincerit)', 
^IcII  me  what  you  wish,  and  1  will  obey  you." 

The  .-icquisiiion  ihc  had  m.'ide  fdlcd  the  princess  with  the  mo^t  incxpressibkt 
joy  :  and  the  more  so  as  the  attempt  h,id  deprived  her  of  two  bmihers  wboin 
ihe  50  tenderly  loved,  arnl  had  been  pioductive  of  so  mu.'h  fatiyiie  and  danger 
lo  herself— a  danger  the  extent  of  which  ^he  herself  was  belter  act[uainted  with, 
now  it  was  passed,  than  when  she  tirsi  undertook  the  enterprise,  notwithstanding 
everything  the  der\isc  had  told  her.  When  the  bird  had  finished  its  spcccii. 
the  princess  said  to  it.  "  It  was  my  mienuon,  bird,  to  have  informed  you  thai  I 
wished  for  many  thiny^  which  arc  of  the  greatest  consequence  lo  me,  and  I  am, 
therefore,  hii-hiy  pleaded  that  you  should  have  prevented  my  inquiries  by  the 
proof  you  have  given  of  your  readiness  to  oblige  mc  In  the  Jirst  place,  1  have 
understood  that  there  is  near  nere  some  golden  water,  possessed  of  most  won- 
derful properties  ;  you  must,  therefore,  inform  me  where  it  is."  The  bird  pointed 
out  the  spot,  which  was  not  fir  distant.  The  princess  went  to  it,  and  lilled  a 
small  silver  ves&el  ^he  had  brought  with  her.  She  then  came  back,  and  said  to 
the  bird,  "This  is  noi  enough  ;  I  am  in  search  also  of  the  singing  tree — tell  me 
where  that  is."  **']um  round,"  replied  the  bird,  "and  you  will  see  behind  you  a 
wood,  where  you  will  And  this  irec."  The  wood  was  not  far  off.  and  tlie  princess 
went  there,  when  the  harmanious  concen  she  heard  made  her  easily  distinguish 
the  tree  she  was  in  scirch  of  from  all  the  others,  but  It  was  both  Urge  and  lofty. 
She  came  back,  and  said  to  the  bird,  "  I  have  discovered  the  singing  tree  :  but 
i  can  neither  take  it  np  by  the  rnnis.  nor  even  then  carry  it"  "  Neither  of  iheM: 
19  at  all  ncrcsMf)-,"  answered  the  bird  ;  "yon  need  only  break  off  the  smallest 
branch,  and  carry-  it  with  you,  lo  plant  in  your  garden.  It  will  take  root  soon 
after  it  is  planted,  and  will  become  in  a  very  short  time  as  beautiful  and  tine  a 
tree  as  that  you  have  lust  now  seen." 

When  the  princess  held  in  her  hand  (he  three  things  fur  which  the  Mussulman 
devotee  had  caused  her  ardently  to  desire,  she  again  addressed  herself  m  the 
bird.  "All  that  you  have  yet  done  for  me,  bird,  is  not  sufficient.  You  have  been 
lite  cause  of  the  death  of  my  two  brothers,  who  arc  .imong  the  bbck  siones  which 
I  observed  as  I  ascended  ;  I  must  carry  them  back  with  me."  The  bird  seemed 
ver>'  unwilling  to  satisfy  the  princess  on  this  point,  and  raised  the  greatest  diffi- 
culties about  it.  "  Diril,"  replied  the  princess,  "do  you  remember  tliat  you  told 
me  you  were  my  slave — as  in  fact  you  are — and  your  life  is  at  my  disposal  .■' "  "  I 
cannot  deny  it."  answered  ihe  bird  ;  "^  and  although  what  you  request  of  me  is  a 
matter  of  the  greatest  difficulty,  I  will  not  fail  to  satisfy  ynu.  Cast  your  ejes 
round  the  pl.icc  where  vou  are,  and  look  if  vnu  do  not  sei-  a  pitcher."  **  I  do," 
said  the  pnnccss.  ''  Take  it,  then."  resumed  the  bird,  "  and  sprinkle>  as  you  go 
down,  a  tittle  of  the  w.itcr  it  contains  upon  each  of  the  black  stones,  and  this 
will  be  the  means  of  discovering  vour  two  brothers." 

Princess  Pariradfr  look  Ihe  piiclicr,  and  carried  at  the  same  time  the  bird  in 
its  cigc,  the  silver  vessel  of  water,  and  branch  of  the  tree.  .-Vs  she  began  to 
descend  she  threw  a  little  water  from  the  pitcher  upon  cvciy  stone  she  met  with, 
each  of  which  was  directly  changed  into  a  man ;  and  as  she  did  not  leave  4 
single  stone  unsprinkled,  .-ill  the  horses,  as  well  as  the  princes  her  brutliers  and 
tJie  other  persons,  rcappt;u-e<l.  She  instantly  recogniicd  Prince  Balmun  and 
his  brother,  as  they  aUo  did  her.  whom  the>'  ran  lo  embrace.  "  My  dear  brothers,* 
she  exclaimed,  after  cmbraang  them  in  her  turn  and  expressing  her  astonish* 
ment,  "wliat  have  you  been  doing  henrr"  When  tliey  replied  that  they  were 
just  awakened  from  a  deep  sleep,  "  Perhaps  so,"  she  added ;  "  but  without  me 


5-our  sleep  would  have  continued  most  likely  to  the  day  of  Jud^ient.  Do  ywt, 
not  recollect  that  yuu  were  in  search  of  the  talkini;  bird,  the  fuii;ia{  tree,  and 
the  golden  water,  and  remember  also  lo  have  seen,  on  coming  hcnrc,  a  gmt 
many  black  stones  lying  about  this  place  ?  Look  now,  and  *ee  if  iTicrr  W  qbc 
remaining.    These  gentlemen  who  stand  rcnind  us  and  \oiirsc1  Vck 

black  stone?,  mgether  with  yoor  horses,  who  now  arc,  as  >ou  ina>  w»ij- 

inj;  for  you.  And  if  \x>u  wish  to  know  how  thi«  miracle  has  been  |jcrl(»tncd,  I 
must  inform  vou,"  she  added,  in  showing;  the  pitcher,  for  uhich  she  \ad  now  no 
further  occasion,  and  bad  tliercfore  set  itdown  at  the  fool  of  the  r  >  ■  ttui 

it  is  by  virtue  of  tlie  n-ater  of  which  this  pitcher  \vi\s  full,  adl  .    .'.m 

thrown  over  carh  stone.     As  1  did  not  wish  to  return  without  you,  .Jici  LavOM 
obtained    (he  talking  bird,  which  vou  may  now  see  in  this  ca^^c.  and  foiw. 
through  that  the  singinj;  tree,  of  which  this  U  a  hr  :  ■    :         ■   ' 
which  this  vessel  is  fiifl,  I  compelled  the  bird,  li 

acquired  over  it,  to  inform  me  where  this  pitcher  w.^^,  ami  ntnt  i  uu^ii:  lo 
use  of  it" 
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Prince  Bahman  and  Prince  Pervii  were  thus  infonncd  of  the  obligation  ihcy 
were  under  to  their  sister.  The  other  gentlemen  who  were  collected  round  her, 
and  who  had  heard  the  same  speech,  were  equally  conscious  how  much  they 
were  indebted  to  her ;  and  so  fcr  from  envying  her  the  acquisition  she  had  made, 
and  to  which  they  had  themselves  asnired,  they  thought  they  coidd  not  better 
show  their  gratitude  for  the  life  she  tiad  restored  in  them  than  by  declaring 
themselves  her  slaves,  and  ready  to  do  whatever  she  ordered  them. 

"  ( icntlemcn,"  replied  the  princess,  "  if  you  had  paid  any  attention  to  what  1 
said,  >ou  might  have  remarked  that  my  object  in  »vhat  I  have  done  was  (o  re- 
cover my  two  brothers;  if,  therefore,  you  have  dcri^-cd  any  benefit  from  me,  as 
you  say  you  liavc,  you  at  least  are  not  under  any  obligation  to  mc  for  it.  I  feel 
ilaltcicd  by  the  compliment  you  have  had  the  gtKwlneis  to  pay  mc,  and  I  thank 
jou  for  it  as  I  ought.  I  therefore  consider  you  all  as  being  a>  much  at  lib«my 
as  you  were  before  ynur  misfortnne,  and  I  sincerely  rejoice  with  you  in  tlie 
happiness  you  experience  through  my  means.  But  let  us  not  remain  Miy  lon^ter 
in  a  place  where  we  have  nothing  to  deuiin  tr^  Let  us  remount  our  horses,  and 
each  return  to  that  part  of  the  world  whence  we  came." 

The  princess  set  the  example  by  i.iting  her  horse,  which  she  found  in  the  very 

X  where  she  had  left  it.     Prince  liahman,  who  wished  to  ^ivc  her  some  assisi- 

c,  went  op  to  her  before  she  mounted,  and  riruucstcd  her  to  permit  him  lo 

i-  the  cage.    "This  bird,  my  brotlter,"  replied  the  princess,  "is  my  slave, 

I  wish  to  carry  it  myself,  but  you  may,  if  you  please,  take  cfaai^  of  the 

ftnch  of  the  singing  tree.     Be  so  good,  however,  as  lo  hold  the  cage  while  I 

I  on  horseKick.*  When  she  had  mounted,  and  Prince  Bahman  haa  returned 
the  cage  to  her,  she  turned  towards  Prince  I'er\-iz,  and  added,  "  You  too,  brother, 
shall  have  the  care  of  the  vessel  with  the  i^tden  water  in  it,  if  it  will  not  be 
troublesome  to  you.**    Pnnce  Hcr\*ii  took  charge  of  it  with  great  pleasure. 

When  the  two  princes  and  ail  the  others  had  mounted  their  hor^ies.  the  princess 
waited  for  some  one  of  them  to  put  himself  at  their  he.ad  and  lead  the  way.  The 
two  pnnrcs  wished,  out  of  civility,  that  one  of  the  others  would  do  so,  and  they 
on  their  pans  n-ishcd  the  princes  to  conduct  them.  As  Parizadi  saw  th-ii  nii 
one  was  inclined  to  assume  this  honour,  but  that  they  all  left  it  fur  her,  she  ad- 
dressed herself  to  them,  and  said, "  J  am  waiting,  gentlemen,  for  you  to  proceed.* 
"  Madam,'"'  replied  one  of  those  who  were  nearest  to  her.  in  the  name  of  the  rest, 
"even  if  wc  were  ignorant  of  that  deference  which  is  due  to  your  se:»,  there  is  no 
distinction  wc  should  not  be  ready  to  bestow  upon  you.  ,iftcr  the  great  benefits 
we  have  derived  from  jou.  although  your  great  modesty  chooses  not  to  assume 
it  to  yourselC  We  entreat  yon,  therefore,  not  to  deprive  us  any  longer  of  the 
happiness  of  following  yon."  "Gentlemen,"  replied  the  prinress."  I  b>'  no  means 
desen-e  the  honour  you  do  me,  and  if  I  accept  of  it,  it  is  only  because  you  wish 
it"  She  immediately  began  lo  move  forward,  wlulc  ihc  princes  her  brothers  and 
all  the  rest  follo^rcd  without  any  distinction. 

They  atl  witihcd  to  see  the  der\-isc  as  they  went  along,  to  ihank  him  for  hts 
kind  treatment  and  the  good  advice  he  liad  given  them,  of  which  they  had 
proved  the  truth  ;  but  the>'  found  him  no  longer  ali\-e,  and  they  were  jgDorant 
whether  his  death  was  occasioned  b\*  old  age,  or  because  he  was  no  longer  of  any 
use  in  pointing  out  the  road  which  led  to  the  acquisition  of  the  three  things 
which  Princess  PanzadO  had  thus  obtained. 

The  troop  or  company  continued  their  joumev,  but  c\*crj'  day  produced  a 
diminution  in  its  numbers.  As  'Jic  difTcreni  individuals  who  composed  it  had 
come  from  different  countries,  ihe>'  each,  after  acknowledging  to  the  princes* 
how  much  the)*  were  indebted  to  her,  and  taking  Ic.ive  of  her  and  her  brothers, 
continuctl  to  depart  as  they  approached  the  dilTi-rcnt  mads  by  which  they  had 
come,  while  Paniadc  and  llic  princes  her  brothers  continued  their  journey  until 
they  arrived  at  ilieir  u«n  house. 
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WTicn  the  princess  had  placed  the  cage  in  the  garden  on  ihai  sidr  ^--   - 
ihv  s-ilnon  was,  as  soon  3S  ihe  bird  began  liis  sun^',  itic  ni;;b  lineal  us,  l.i  < 

gtildlinchcs,  and  a  variety  of  other  birds  of  llic  country  tauic  to  ac-. 

M"iih  their  notes.  With  respect  to  tJie  branch,  she  bad  it  planted  in  her  pp. 
in  a  piirticular  spot,  at  a  lillle  distance  from  the  house.  It  immcdialcl} 
root,  and  sooti  grew  lo  a  large  tree,  the  leases  of  which  produced  as  tnuc'h  h.\ 
inony  and  as  full  a  concert  as  the  irce  from  which  she  had  broken  it.  bhc  ;il 
ordered  a  large  basin  of  beautiful  marble  to  be  made  in  the  midsl  of  a  tluwcr- 
bed;  and  when  it  was  rinished.she  poured  into  it  all  the  golden  water  the  ves*d 
contained.  She  immcdialcly  saw  it  increase  and  bubble  up:  and  when  :t  had 
tilled  the  basin  up  to  llie  edge,  it  rose  in  ihc  centre  like  a  lar^  fffniain,  l-mraly 
feet  in  height,  and  returned  again  into  the  basin  without  < ' 

The  news  of  these  wonders  was  soon  spread  over  the  coi  >  .^  the  < 

either  of  Ihe  house  or  g.irden,  were  never  shut  against  any  unc,  a^rcat  nombef 
of  people  continued  to  come  and  admire  them. 

After  a  few  days,  Prince  llahman  and  Prince  Per\'l?,  having  quite  rectwcred 
from  the  fatigues  of  their  journey,  again  began  to  pursue  their  icirmer  mode  uf 
life  i  and  as  the  chase  was  their  usual  diversion^  they  mounted  ihrir  hordes,  AfuJ 
went  for  the  6rst  time  since  their  return,  not  into  their  park,  but  to  hunt  ai  the 
disLince  of  two  or  three  Icagueii  from  their  house.  It  happened,  while  ihr^  were  | 
ci^ged  in  their  sport,  that  the  Sulun  of  Persia  accidentally  came  to  hunt  in  i 
same  spot  they  had  cliosen.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  lliev  pfrcrivr-d  h\ 
number  of  horsemen  tlial  he  was  about  to  arrive,  ihcy  iletenn. 
and  retire,  in  order  to  avoid  meeting  him.  But  they  took  the  vei. 
he  came,  and  thus  met  him,  and  in  a  part  of  the  ro-id  too  that  na^ 
that  they  could  neither  turn  out  on  one  side,  nor  retreat  without  I- 
Their  surprise  was  so  sudden  that  they  had  only  lime  to  dismount  and  pro^u. 
tlieinsclvcs  to  the  carlh,  without  c^en  raising  their  heads  toltxikat  him.  Hut 
sultan,  who  saw  that  thcv  were  well  moiinicl,  and  as  hand^(l[Ilely  and  pn)p< 
dressed  as  if  ilicy  had  belonged  to  his  court,  fell  some  curiosity  to  see  their 
lie  therefore  stopped  and  ordered  them  to  risc- 

Thc  princes  gni  up,  and  rcRtaincd  standing  before  the  sultan  in  a  nunncr  m 
anrcslrained  and  easy,  yet  unassuming  -ind  modest,  that  the  sultan  vas  rat' 
surprised.    He  observed  them  in  an  earnest  manner  for  some  time  vriil 
speaking.    After  having  admired  their  open  countenance  and  good  manoen, 
inquirca  tlicir  names  and  asked  where  they  li^xd.   "W'c  arc.  sire,"  replied  P 

Bahman,  who  took  upon  himself  to  answer.  *'  the  sons  of  the  « i-— Irm  , 

your  majeily's  gardens— I  mean  of  him  who  died  last ;  and  w- 

which  he  bmll  for  ti^  a  short  lime  before  his  death,  that  we  n.    ]  ^ 

[until  we  arrived  ai  an  age  c.ipablc  of  being  of  use  to  your  ■:  -t  <rf  ; 

to  request  some  empIoyn>cni  when  a  proper  occasion  pres- 

what  I  now  obsenc,"  said  the  sultan,  "you  seem  fond  of  !  : 

cu5tomar>'  amusement,  sire,"  answered  I'rincc  llahman  ;  '"  ' 

your  majesty's  subjects  who  is  destined  to  bear  arms  ought  in  ! 
if  he  confnrms  to  the  ancient  customs  of  the  kingdom."  The  Milr  ■ 
with  this  intelligent  answer. and  added,  "Since  that  is  the  ■  ■■*PP)' 

to  sec  you  hunt.     Come  with  me,  and  choose  the  sort  uf  In  --M. 

The  princes  remounted  their  hur^s  and  followe<(  the  MJll.in,      i  •■:  t 

froceeded  very  far  when  various  kind^  of  beasts  came  into  view  at  the 
rince  Bahman  chose  a  lion,  and  Prince  Pervu  a  bear.     They  both 
attack  with  an  intrepidity  and  ardour  th.it  .astonished  the  sultan.      1 1 
to  their  tjcasis  almost  at  the  same  time,  .and  threw  their  javchns  wit/i  io  nv.  n 
skill  that  ihev  pierced  them  tlirouijli  and  through,  and  the  sultan  saw  bo«h  Ihe 
lion  and  the  bear  fall  dead  at  their  feet  nearly  at  the  mac  itatAoL     Witbacit 
taking  any  rest.  Prince  Rahman  now  pursued  a  bear  and  Pfincc  Pctvu  a  Ifpo, 
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and  in  a  fe^v  moments  these  were  also  extended  lifeless  on  tbe  ground.  They 
wen  wished  to  continue  the  spcrt,  but  the  sultan  prevented  them  ;  and  having 
called  them  back,  when  tlicy  came  up  by  (he  side  of  him,  he  said,  '^  U  I  wen  to 
ftuflier  you  to  ko  on.  )-ou  would  soon  destroy  all  my  hunting.  It  is  not,  howe^'Cr, 
so  much  on  that  account  ns  for  the  sake  of  yourseU-es,  whose  life  wilt  from  this 
time  continue  very  dear  to  me,  because  I  am  persu.ideu  that  your  courage  will 
one  day  become  as  useful  to  me  .is  your  society  will  be  agrecaWe." 

The  Sultan  Khosrouschah,  in  short,  felt  so  strong  a  regard  for  the  two  princes 
that  he  invited  them  to  bis  palace,  and  even  wished  them  to  return  with  him. 
**  Sire,"  replied  Prince  Bahman,  "  your  majesty  honours  us  in  a  manner  wc  arc 
undcscTviniT  of,  and  we  beg  of  you  to  dispense  with  our  attendance."  The  sultan 
could  not  comprehend  what  motives  the  princes  CLiiId  have  for  refusing  to  accept 
of  such  a  strong'  mark  of  his  favour  as  he  thus  showed  them  :  he  thcrc?"rc  nsked 
them  the  reason.  "  Sire,"  answ-ered  Prince  Bahman.  "  we  ha\'e  a  sister,  who  is 
younger  than  otirsebes,  with  whom  we  live  in  so  united  and  happy  a  manner, 
that  we  cannot  undcrt.ikc  any  plan  wiihniit  hrst  consulting  her,  as  she,  on  her 
part,  never  does  anything  without  aisking  our  advice.™  "  1  rejoice  to  hear  of  this 
fraternal  union."  said  the  sultan  ;  "go,  then,  and  consult  your  sister,  and  return 
lo-morruw  to  hunt  with  me,  and  then  bnng  back  your  answer." 

Tiie  two  princes  returned  home,  but  neither  of  them  thought  any  morr  o(  this 
ad\'eniure  -not  only  of  h.iving  met  the  sult\n  .and  had  the  honour  of  hunting 
with  him,  but  also  ct  speaking  to  their  sister  respecting  his  wish  for  them  to  g« 
to  the  pal.ice  with  him  without  renirning  home.  The  next  morning,  when  they 
were  with  the  sult.in,  he  said  to  them,  "Well,  have  you  spoken  to  your  siiter, 
and  does  she  consent  to  my  ha\-ing  the  pleasure  of  enjoying  your  society  in  a 
more  agreeable  manner?"  The  princes  looked  at  each  other,  while  die  colour 
rushed  into  their  checks.  "  Sire,"  replied  Prince  Bahman.  "  we  entreat  your 
majesty  to  excuse  us ;  but,  in  truth,  neither  my  brother  nor  m>*3clf  thought  oi  it." 

•a 


"  Do  not,  then,  forget  it  to-day  "  answered  the  sultan,  "and  remember  to  bring 
mc  an  answer  to-inoirow." 

The  princes  aj;:iin  furgot  the  sulun's  con\nuinds,  and  yet  hewn*  nnt  an-rry 
wiih  thciii  for  their  ncyliecncc  ;  and  instead  of  betni;  so,  he  Itx.k  on.  s 

gold  U'lll*,  whirh  he  haii  in  a  purse,  and  putting  ihcm  into  I'rint'  > 

bosom,  lie  said,  Willi  a  smile  on  his  counienance,  "  These  balls  will  | 
frnm  forgettinij  a  third  lime  to  do  what  my  regard  for  you  ni.ikcs  in.    -  i 

wt&h ;  the  noise  they  will  ni^ikc  this  evening;  in  falling  out  of  your  clothes  vnil 
put  yxM  in  mind  of  it,  if  you  should  not  liavc  remembered  it  before.* 

The  event  turned  out  exactly  a»  the  sultan  predicted  ;  for  withaul  the  throe 
balls  of  geld,  the  princes  ivoitld  •ignin  have  far^otlcn  to  mrnil«^n  the  ntatler  to 
their  sister  Parizad^.     Hut  as  I'rincc  Hahm-in  took  off  h  >.hcn  he  w« 

preparing  lo  retire  to  rest,  the  halls  fcU  on  the  ground.     >  '«  mat  im- 

meaiately  to  find  I'rincc  I'cr\ii,  and  they  both  procecdco  to  :nc  apanment  of 
their  sister,  who  was  not  yci  gone  to  bed.  'Ilicy  aslccd  her  pardon  for  coming 
to  disturb  her  at  such  an  unsc.isonabic  hour,  and  then  informed  her  of  all  the 
circumstances  that  had  occurred  m  ihc  sevcnd  inceunj:s  with  tlic  sultan. 

Princess  I'arii.id6  »'j>  very  niut-li  alarmed  al  this  uitcl licence.  "  N'  ■■'  t- 
cidental  meeting  wilh  the  sult.iu,"  she  said  to  them,  "is  both   (cf  1 

honourable  for  you.  and  in  the  end  may  be  verj"  advantageous,  bur 
truly  raclancholv  and  di^ireising.     I  see  vcr)'  well  that  i'  is  on  my   ■  i 

have  withstood  the  wishes  of  the  sultan,  and  I  feel  highly  obhgeo  r 
I  am  sure,  therefore,  that  )our  regard  (Mrlecity  equals  my  own.  .1 

rather,  tf  1  may  :io  speak,  be  guilty  of  an  inciviLty  towards  the  Mittan. .  -'2 

his  kind  invitation,  as  you  must  yourself  own  it  to  be,  than  act  in  oppuvition  to 
that  fraternal  union  we  luive  sworn  lo  preserve;  and  you  have  suppose*!  that,  if 
you  once  begin  to  sec  and  visit  him,  you  will  in  the  end  be  inscnsiblv  '-i 

abandon  me,  and  give  voursclves  up  entirely  to  him.     But  do  you  : 11 

be  so  easy  a  matter  absolutely  to  refuse  the  sultan  in  a  point  he  seeins  su  anxunu 
to  obtain  r  It  is  daiigca>us  to  oppose  ihc  wiiihes  of  sultans.  11^  thcrcfure,  I  were 
to  follow  my  inch'nation,  and  dissuade  you  from  compI)ing  with  what  he  tcaBlRS 
of  you,  I  should  only  expose  you  to  his  resentment,  a^d  at  the  same  lime  BUkB 
myself  equally  miserable.  Vou  sec,  then,  wh-it  my  opinion  is  :  before,  hovercr. 
we  absolutely  detcrmmc,  let  us  consult  the  talking' bird,  and  I»ear  what  that  will 
advise.  The  bird  has  a  great  dej^rec  both  of  penetration  and  torccsist,  and  has 
promised  us  his  assistance  in  .iny  ditlicullies  we  may  meet  with.* 

Princess  Piu-i;.-ide  ordered  the  cage  to  be  brought,  and  after  expUiaiaf  tolfce 
bird,  in  Uie  presence  of  the  princes  the  embarrassment  they  were  in,  the  asked 
what  was  most  proper  for  ilii!in  to  do  in  this  perplexing  situauon.  To  lUs  ppim- 
tion  the  bird  thus  replied:  "The  princes  vuur  brothers  must  caill|lly  wttb  the 
wishes  of  the  sultan,  and  even  in  their  turn  invite  him  to  come  aaa  lee  fov 
bouse."  "  But,  bird,"  said  the  princess,  "  my  brothers  and  1  have  sudi  a  straof 
aod  uncQUatled  attachment  to  each  other,  that  we  are  afraid  mr  n^rctinnxte 
union  will  julVcr  from  this  mode  of  proceeding."  "Ii  will  rv  • 
least,''  answered  the  bird.  "  but  will  even  become  slrongrr."  "  ; 
added  the  princess,  "will  nut  the  sultan  see  me.'"  "It  is  ncccs&ari  that  he 
should  see  you,"  replied  the  bird,  "and  everything  nill  be  the  better  (or  it.' 

I'rincc  Uahman  and  Pnnce  Pervij  returned  to  the  chase  the  next  ttki 
and  the  sultan  asked  thrm.  as  soon  as  they  were  near  enough  lo  bear 
they  had  spoken  to  their  uster.  Prince  B.ihman  then  approached  and  at 
'*  Vour  majesty,  sire,  may  dispose  of  us  as  you  please ;  we  .ire  ready  lo  obey 
W't  not  only  liad  no  diftirulty  in  obtaining  our  sister's  consent,  but  she  cvo  ■ 
uj  for  having  observed  such  a  deference  for  her  opinion  in  what  it  was  our  . 

only  to  attend  lo  your  majesty.     Hut,  sire,  she  is  so  worthy  of  our  afljediait, . 

if  we  have  done  wrong.  «e  entreat  your  maiest>-'f  panton.*    "  Do  ooc  let  tlui 
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mairer  give  you  :i  moment's  uneasTness,"  replied  the  sultan.  "  So  far  from  being 
offended  at  whal  you  have  done,  I  vcr)-  much  approve  of  it ;  and  I  hope  you  wiR 
have  for  my  person  the  same  deference  and  aitachmem,  as  far  as  1  can  obtain 
any  part  of  your  friendship."  The  princes  were  quite  confused  at  the  great  good" 
ness  and  condescension  of  the  sulian,  and  they  could  only  ans«.-er  him  by  inclin- 
ing their  hc-ids  almost  to  the  ground,  irt  order  to  show  hira  the  great  reipect 
with  which  ihcy  accepted  his  kindness. 

ContfTiT)*  lo  his  usual  custom,  the  sultan  continued  his  sport  but  for  a  short 
time.  For  as  be  conjectured  that  the  princes  possessed  a  not  less  cultivated  and 
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refinea  mind  than  they  did  a  daring  and  intrepid  disposition,  he  was  impatient 
to  CDn%-erse  uith  them  more  at  his  case,  and  therefore  hastened  his  return  home. 
As  they  proceeded  lon-ards  the  capital,  he  wished  them  to  keep  by  his  side,  an 
honour  which  excited  the  jealous)-  not  only  of  the  pnncipal  courtiers  who  accom- 
panied him.  but  even  of  the  grand  viiicr  tiimsclf,  who  wa*  extremely  mortified  at 
seeing  them  lake  the  lead. 

\\'hen  the  sultan  arrived  at  his  Capital,  the  attention  of  all  the  people,  who 
lined  the  streets,  n-as  entirely  taken  up  with  lookiny  at  Prince  Rahman  and 
Prince  Pervit,  asking  everj-  otie  who  they  were,  and  whether  they  were  foreigner* 
or  naii\'cs.  "  I.ei  th.it,  however,  be  as  it  w  III,"  exclaimed  some  of  them,  "  1  wish 
to  God  the  sultan  had  given  us  two  princes  so  hanriitome  and  well-looking  as 
llicsc  arc.  They  would  hare  been  nearly  of  this  age  if  the  sultana,  who  has  been 
suffering  so  tedious  a  punishment,  had  been  fortunate  as  a  mother." 

The  hrst  thing  the  sultan  did  when  he  arri%-ed  at  the  palace  was  to  carry  the 
princ«s  through  the  principal  apartments,  upon  (he  beaut)-  and  richness  of  which 
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they  bestowed  ai>propriate  praise,  as  well  as  on  Uie  furniture  and  ornaments,  usd 
the  symmetry  lli.it  nui  ilmniijh  the  wliole,  iviiimm  alTectdlion.  and  Uke  pcrvms 
possessed  of  good  tjitc.  A  splendid  rcjiast  was  scr\e<l  up,  ami  llic  sulun  nudo 
liiem  sit  at  Uic  &aitie  table  with  hinuett.  Thev  desired,  indi-ed.  to  be  excused, 
but  at  List  obeyed  the  sultan,  as  be  said  it  was  Kis  particular  wish. 

The  sultan,  who  |K>sses&ed  a  vcr>'  good  understanding,  and  had  nuido  A  con- 
siderable progress  in  ihe  dilYcrent  sciences,  partirularly  in  history,  n»tunUl/ 
suuxised  ihAt  the  princes,  either  ibrou^^h  their  modesty  or  respect,  would  not 
take  the  liberty  of  bo^nning  any  particular  conversation  with  him.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  relieve  tnem  from  ihts  lestraint,  he  began  one  bimaelf,  and  con- 
tinued to  converse  during  (he  repast.  Upon  whatever  subject,  howe^'Cr,  he 
spoke,  they  showed  such  a  variety  of  knowledife,  wit,  discrimination,  and  judd* 
ment,  that  he  u'as  quite  astonished  at  tlielr  abilities  and  .icrjuirements.  "  If  tbey 
had  been  my  own  cmldrcn,"hc  said  to  himself,  "and  had  received  all  the  advan- 
tages of  educaiion  that  1  could  have  given  them,  with  such  an  understanding  as 
they  have,  they  could  not  have  been  more  intelligent  or  better  instnicied."  He» 
in  short,  felt  such  a  pleasure  from  their  conversation,  that,  after  rcmaininjf  even 
longer  at  tabic  llian  he  was  wont,  on  j^etliny  up  he  look  them  into  his  cabtnet, 
where  he  again  conversed  with  them  for  a  considerable  time.  "  I  should  dott 
have  supposed,"  s."iid  the  sultan,  addressing  them.  "  th.it  lliere  were  any  >-oung 
men  among  my  subj^'ts  who  resided  in  the  country  tltat  po>ies»ci.t  \o  ixne  an 
understandmg.  and  were  so  well  educated.  I  have  never  in  all  my  hfc  betd  x 
conversation  ih.ii  has  .ilforded  me  so  much  pleasure  as  this  has  dune;  but  tl  is 
time  to  conclude  it.  and  let  you  enjoy  some  of  the  amusements  of  my  court :  and 
as  nothing  is  more  capable  of  atTording  a  relax.ition  to  die  mind  than  music,  u« 
will  now  go  and  heir  a  concert,  both  vooil  and  insuumental.  which  you  wdl  not 
find  ut  all  unpleasant  or  disagreeable." 

When  he  had  hnishcd  his  speech,  the  musidans,  who  had  already  rtcei^ett 
their  orders,  came  in,  and  perfectly  answered,  by  their  skill,  the  expectations  that 
had  been  excited.  This  concert  was  succeeded  by  some  excellent  buRlaons,  while 
troops  of  dancers  of  both  sexes  concluded  the  cntcrtainmenL 

As  the  two  princes  observed  the  evcnmg  approacliing,  tliC)'  prostrated  them- 
selves at  the  sultan's  feet  and  requeslcd  hiii  leave  to  retire,  after  tiavmg  resonwd 
him  tlieir  thanks  for  the  great  goodness  and  honour  with  whtcli  he  had  treated 
ihem.  When,  on  inking  leave  of  Ihem,  the  sultan  s.iid, "  I  permit  you  to  go, 
but  remember  that  1  have  conducted  vou  to  the  pal.-icc  myself  only  to  show  yow 
tlie  road,  that  you  may  for  the  future  come  of  your  own  accord.  You  will  be 
alwa>-s  welcome;  and  the  oftener  you  come,  the  more  pleasure  you  will  alTord 
me."  before  they  left  the  sultan.  Prince  Bahnian  thus  addressed  hitu  :  *•  If 
might,  sire,  uke  such  a  hbcrty,  ^ve  would  entreat  your  majesty  to  do  our  ll 
and  ouTseIvc>  the  honour,  the  lirst  time  the  diversion  of  hunting  leads  yaa 
our  neighbourhood,  to  stop  and  rest  yourself  at  our  house,  ft  is  not  ii 
worthy  of  receiving  you,  but  monarchs  do  not  sometimes  disdam  fn  rest  t 
selves  in  a  cottage."  '"  The  house  of  such  persons  as  you  .ire,"  rv;  -jU 

•*  cannot  but  be  excellent,  and  worthy  of  yourselves.     I  shall  vi 
jdeasure,  and  be  still  more  rejoiced  at  being  the  guest  of  you  and  youi  iiucir, 
whom  I  even  now,  before  1  see  her,  feel  a  consid«able  regard,  by  the  report 
lliavc  given  of  her  good  qualities.     I  will  not,  therefore,  deny  myself  thu  si 
Ifaction  even  longer  Uian  the  day  after  to-morrow.     Early  in  the  momit^  1 
not  fail  to  be  at  the  same  spot  where  I  well  remember  to  ha^-c  first  met 
Do  you  also  be  present,  ;md  oecome  my  guides." 

Prince  llahman  and  Prince  Pervii  returned  home  the  same  evening,  and 
lated  (o  their  sister,  on  their  arrival,  the  kind  and  honour.ihle  reception  the  jmiI 
had  given  them :  and  ihey  then  informed  her  that  they  liad  not  ncgleciod 
request  him  to  honour  tlKir  house  with  his  presence  whenever  be  passed  DCit  it. 
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l*nd  that  in  answer  he  had  not  only  agreed  to  it,  but  appointed  the  day  after  the 

'morrow  for  his  visit. 

"  If  that  be  the  case,"  answered  ihc  princess,  "  we  must  think  of  preparing  a 
repast  that  may  not  be  unworthy  of  hi«  majc^iy  ;  and  m  order  to  do  this,  I  ilitnk 
It  will  be  right  to  consult  the  talking  bird  :  that  perhaps  will  inform  us  of  some 

I  dish  which  may  please  the  sultan's  lasie  better  than  any  other."  As  her  brothers 

I  agreed  to  whatever  she  thought  proper,  the  princcsb  went  and  consulted  the 
bird  by  herself,  when  ilicy  were  gone  to  bed.  '•  Bird, "  she  said,  *'  the  sultan  does 
us  the  honour  uf  visiting  us  the  duy  after  to-murruw,  to  see  our  house  ;  and  as 
we  ought  to  entertain  liitn,  pray  tell  me  in  what  rtiaiuiet  we  must  acquit  ourselves, 
and  liow  he  will  he  best  pleased."  "  My  pood  mistress,"  replied  tne  bird,  "  you 
have  excellent  conks,  who  will,  of  course,  do  their  bcsi ;  but  above  all  things  let 
ihem  set  out  .1  dish  o(  cucumbers  with  pearl  s.iucc,  which  must  be  placed  before 
the  sultan  in  the  lirsl  course,  in  preference  10  cver>'  other  dish." 

"  Cucumbers  dressed  with  pcnjU  ! "  exclaimed  the  princess  with  astonishment ; 
"you  do  not  know  what  you  arc  talking  about,  bird  :  llicre  never  was  such  adish 
heard  of.  The  sultan,  indeed,  might  admire  it  for  its  magnificence,  but  he  sits 
at  a  table  for  the  purpose  uf  eating,  and  not  to  look  at  pearls,  iiiesides,  if  I  nere 
toeraployall  the  pearls  I  have,  there  wuuld  not  besufticieni  to  make  such  a  dish." 
*' Mistress, "  replied  the  biid,  "  be  so  good  as  to  do  as  I  say,  and  do  not  make 
yourself  uneasy  aUmt  the  event ;  nothing  but  good  will  ariise  from  it.  And  with 
respect  to  the  pearls,  do  you  go  ver>'  early  ro-morrow,  and  ai  The  foot  of  the  first 
tree  in  your  park,  on  the*  nghi  hand,  turn  up  the  earth,  and  you  will  find  more 
than  you  will  have  any  occasion  lor." 

Princess  Pariiad£  desired  the  gardener  to  be  informed  the  s.ime  evening  to 
hold  himself  in  readiness,  and  very  early  the  next  morning  she  took  him  with 
her,  and  went  to  the  tree  which  the  bird  h.id  pointed  out.  When  the  gardener 
had  dug  down  to  a  certain  depth,  he  obsencd  something  rcsiH  the  spade,  and 
immediately  discovered  a  gold  box,  about  .t  foot  square,  which  he  pointed  out  to 
the  princess^  "  It  was  for  this  that  I  brought  you  here,"  replied  the  princess  : 
''proceed,  and  take  care  you  do  not  injure  it  with  your  sfudc." 

The  gardener  at  last  got  out  the  box,  and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  princess, 
and  as  it  was  only  fastened  by  small  clasps,  Pariud^  easily  opened  it.  She 
fourul  it  quite  full  of  pearls,  of  a  moderate  siie,  all  alike,  and  very  proper  for  the 
purpose  for  which  »he  wanted  them.  Well  satisfied  at  having  found  this  little 
treasure,  she  shut  the  box.  put  it  under  her  arm,  and  returned  to  the  house,  while 
the  gardener  tilled  up  the  hole  with  the  earth,  and  left  it  in  the  same  state  as 
before. 

As  Prince  Uahman  and  Prince  Pen-iz  had  seen  the  princew  in  the  garden 
tnuch  earlier  than  usual,  while  ihcy  were  dressing  in  ineir  rooms,  they  went 
together,  as  soon  .is  they  had  finished,  to  meet  her.  They  perceived  her  in  the 
middle  of  the  garden,  and  observed  at  a  distance  that  she  was  carrying  something 

,  under  her  arm.  When,  on  approaching  her,  they  found  it  was  a  small  gold  box, 
they  tt'erc  ver)'  much  surprised  "  Sister,"  said  one  of  the  princes  in  accosting 
her,  "  you  carried  nothing  out  with  you,  when  we  saw  you  go  along,  followed  by 
the  gardener,  and  now  you  h.ive  a  gold  box  in  your  h-ind  \  Is  it  .1  treasure  thj\t 
the  gardener  discovered,  and  came  to  inform' you  of?"  "My  dear  brother," 
replied  the  princess,  "  it  is  the  vcrj-  reverse.  It  was  I  who  took  the  gardener  to 
the  spot  where  the  box  was,  and  where,  when  I  had  shown  it  him,  I  made  hire 
dig  up  the  eanh.  And  you  will  be  still  more  astonished  at  ray  good  tuck  when 
you  shall  see  what  it  contain*." 

The  princess  then  u[»encd  the  box,  and  her  brothers  were  much  struck  when 
they  saw  that  it  was  full  of  [»ear]s,  not  pcrhajw  very  rich  from  their  sire,  when 
individually  considered,  but  of  great  value  both  from  their  quantity  and  good- 
cess.    Tliey  inquired  by  what  accident  she  had  bccotne  acquainted  with  this 
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irasure.    "If  >'ou  have  no  business  of  any  consequence  to  take  you  anywl_ 
else,"  replied  Fariradc'  to  her  brothers, "  come  with  rac,  and  I  will  inforro  you,1 
"  What  business  of  imiwrtancc,"  said  Prince  Pervii,  "  can  wc  have  that  oucm  xts* 
prevent  us  from  knowing  wiiat  seems  su  much  to  intcreM  \x)ii  ? " 

Princess  Parizadt^  then  proceeded  towards  thchuu^w-itbbcr  brathcnoncacb 
aide,  and  as  she  went  along  she  related  to  them  the  consultation  she  had  with 
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the  bird,  as  had  been  before  agreed  upon  between  them  ;  the  questions  the  | 
and  the  answers  the  bird  gave ;  nf  the  objection  she  made  to  the  dish  pf  citcun*-' 
bcr^  with  pearl  sauco  ;  i.f  ihe  n\eans  the  nird  had  pointed  out,  and  of  the  piare 
il  h.-id  mentioned  where  she  was  to  go  and  find  ihc  gold  box.  The  princets  and 
her  brothers  meditated  a  long  limc  upon  the  reasons,  and  endeavoured  todiscovw 
the  motive  of  the  bird  in  \nshtn^  to  have  such  a  dish  prepared  for  the  sakai^. 
and  in  ha\-ing  also  pointed  out  the  means  of  procuring  it.  After,  bonretTr, 

d»l  of  conversation  on  the  subject,  they  ackaowlcdaed  they  could  nulre  x    ^, 

out :  but  they  detennined  to  follow  the  advice  and  directioasof  the  bird  mcstry 
particular,  and  not  to  (imit  a  single  tiling. 

When  she  went  into  the  house,  the  princess  ordero' I   '  "cooklocoBoe 

her  apartment,  and  uhen  she  had  given  htm  all  thr  '.he  repast  «t 

which  she  intended  to  entcruin  the  sultan,  she  addcvi,  '  I  have) 

now  said,  you  must  prepare  one  dish  for  the  sultan's  p.^  -  nd 

□enon  but  yourself  must  assist  in  its  preparation.    And  Ui  ni  •uoa 

tiers  with  pearl  s^iuce."    She  then  opened  the  box  and  b\\:  .ic  pcailL, 

A(  this  speech  tlie  chief  cook,  who  had  never  bcli'ic  ii^.n^  -.1  ^acfaadia' 
stepped  back  two  or  three  |iaccs,  and  proved  by  his  couniciuiice  bow  much  I 


T^£  Story  of  the  Titw  Sis/ers  wAo  were  Jealous. 


79  r 


:  ms  astonished.    The  princess  easily  conjectured  the  reason.  "  I  sec  very  well," 

I  she  added,  "that  you  think  mc  very  foolish  in  ordering  such  a  dish,  which  you 

.lure  noxr  heard  vA  iKforc,  and  which,  it  may  be  even  s.iid,  has  ne\'er  \t.\.  been 

■IDade.    All  this  is  ver)'  true,  and  I  know  it  as  well  as  yourself.    Uut  I  know  whu 

]  am  about,  and  am  aware  of  the  nature  of  thu  order  I  give  you.    L>o  you  go, 

therefore,  and  find  it  out.    Take  the  box  and  do  yuur  best.     If  there  are  more 

pearls  than  you  want,  bring  mc  Iwrk  wli.it  remain."     The  chief  cook  made  no 

I  answer,  but  took  the  box  and  carried  it  away.     Princess  Paniad^  tlten  n-ent  and 

gave  her  orders  to  have  ever>-thing  put  in  its  best  state,  and  properly  .arranged, 

both  in  the  house  and  garden,  in  order  lo  afford  ihc  sultan  a  more  worthy 

I  leccption- 

Thc  princes  set  off  rather  early  the  next  morning  to  meet  the  sultan,  and  were 

fat  the  appointed  place  when  he  arrived.     He  then  began  to  hunt,  and  continued 

jthe  chase  with  jrre.it  eagerness,  till  the  sun,  which  now  .»ppro.iched  its  highest 

[elevation,  obliged  him  to  desist.  And  then  I'rincc  Her\'ii  put  himself  at  the  head 

ol  the  comp;iny  to  show  the  way.  while  I'rincc  llahman  accompanied  the  sultan. 

W^hcn  they  were  come  within  sight  ol  the  house,  I'rincc  Pervij  pushed  forward, 

in  order  to  infonn  Princess  Pariiadc  of  the  sultan's  arrival  :  but  the  aiiendants 

of  the  prince^ss,  whom  she  had  placed  at  some  distance  on  the  road  for  that 

purpose,  had  already  acquainted  her  with  it,  and  the  prince  found  her  waiting, 

and  ready  to  receive'  him. 

When  the  suli."in  arrived,  and  had  entered  the  conn,  where  he  dismonnied 

close  to  the  vestibule,  Princess  Paricidi  presented  herself  and  fell  at  his  feet ; 

her  brothers,  who  were  present,  informed  the  sultan  who  she  was.  and  requested 

'  him  to  accept  the  homage  she  rendered  him.   Tlic  sultan  stooped  down  in  order 

lo  assist  the  princess  in  rising,  and  after  looking  a;  her  for  5<mie  time,  and  ad- 

mirini,  her  bc.iuty.  which  quite  da«lcd  him,  as  well  as  the  elegance  of  her  form, 

and  a  certain  gracefulness  of  manner  which  did  not  at  alt  bespeak  a  country  life, 

"Here,"  he  exclasmed,  "arc  two  brothers  worthy  of  their  sister,  and  a  sister 

[tqually  worthy  of  her  brothers ;  and  to  judge  from  what  I  see,  1  am  no  longer 

j-aurprised  that  such  brothers  wish  to  do  nothing  witlioiil  the  advice  and  consent 

of  such  a  sister :  .md  I  hope,  from  what  she  appears  lome.it  first  sight,  to  beconte 

better  acquainted  with  her  when  I  ihall  have  looked  over  the  house." 

The  princess  then  spoke :  '*  This,  sire,  must  he  considered  only  as  a  country 

I  Jiouse,  and  suited  to  such  as  we  are,  who  pass  our  lives  u:  a  distance  front  the 

^rcat  worid    It  possesses  nothing  worthy  of  being  compared  with  the  residences 

m  cities,  and  still  less  with  the  inagniticcrt  palaces  belonging  to  sultans."    **i 

cannot,"  replied  the  sultan  in  an  obliging  rniuincr,  "be  entirely  w'your  opinion. 

I  What  I  have  already  seen  makes  me  form  strong  ex(>ei:utions  of  what  I  am 

fp>ing  lo  view.     I  will,  however,  reserve  my  judgment  until  you  have  shonn  me 

the  whole.     Proceed,  therefore,  and  point  out  the  way." 

The  princess,  passing  by  the  saloon,  look  the  sultan'thit)ughall  the  apartments, 
and  after  having  exanun'ed  e.ich  of  them  very  ntienttvely.  and  admired  their 
?aricty,  **  Do  you  call  this,  my  beautiful  lady,"  he  exclaimed,  "  a  countn-  house? 
The  finest  and  most  magnificent  cities  would  be  verj-  soon  deserted  if  all  countiy 
Houses  resembled  your*.  I  am  no  longer  astonished  that  yiHi  nrc  so  well  pleased 
witli  your  situation,  and  despise  the  city.  Let  mc  aUo  see  your  garden,  for  I 
have  no  doubt  it  well  .answers  to  the  beauty  of  the  house. ' 

Princess  Pariwdi  then  opened  the  door  that  led  into  the  g-irrien,  where  Ibe 

first  thing  that  attracted  the  sull.in's  e>es  \\.\s  the  fountain  of  )-cUow  water, 

resembling  liquid  gold.     Surprisfd  at  so  new  and  unexpected  an  appearance^  he 

yDoked  at  it  i»r  some  time  with  marks  of  the  gre:itest  admiration.    "  Whence 

ICtttncjS  this  wonderful  water,  with  which  I  am  io  delighted  .*    Whence  is  its  source^ 

id  by  what  contrivance  does  it  rise  in  a  way  tlitit  seems  to  mc  more  ekintordinary 

anythmg  in  the  whole  w-i>rld?    1  must  ei^dinine  it  nvuie  nearly."    And  AS 
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he  Slid  this,  he  went  foruard.    The  princes?  continuei-l  * — '  "net  him  0&,  and. 
at  l.»it  !c<l  him  In  ihe  place  where  ihc  sin^in^'  tree  i*. 

As  he  ;ippraiche<l  it,  ihe  !iiilt.'in  heard  -■»  concert  vcr\  >....■..-..,:  ;r'^"»  ■""  ^f-^wji 
acqtKiiniea  with  ;  he  .«iop[K:d  and  cast  his  eyes  rountj  lor  the  n-. 
could  not  acc  any  cirhcr  far  or  near,  jtrt  he  continued  to  hc;ir  -; 
dehi:htcd  him.     "  Where,"  he  excLitmed,  "are  the  performers  1  hear? 
under  the  earth,  or  in  the  air,  invisible?    With  sucli  I'cliLhtf.il  :u\-\ 
voices  as  they  possess,  ihey  would  risk  nothing  by  1' 
trary  afford  only  ple-isure."  "They  arc  not  musicwns, 
Vfilh  a  smile,  "  thai  form  the  concert  which  you  hear  .  it  t*  tlie  Hcc  ■■ 
majesty  sees  before  you  that  produces  it ;  and  if  you  will  give  yourself  ; 
to  an  three  or  four  ftteps  forward,  you  will  be  sure  of  it,  as  ibe  voices  tviU  ix  mvii 
distinct," 

The  sultan  went  forward,  and  was  so  charmed  with  the  swrcet  ^  •( 

concert  that  he  could  not  break  off  his  attention.  He  at  last  ■ 
he  had  seen  the  golden  water  not  far  off,  and  then  addressed  K^i;,'.!U\.  in 
word:^ :  "  Tell  nic,  I  entreat  y(m,  whether  you  accidentally  fuund  this  wor 
tree  in  your  garden,  whether  It  is  a  i>re5ent  that  was  made  you.  or  wl:?-"^ 
have  had  it  brought  from  any  distant  country?  ft  muM.  indeed,  mosi 
come  from  a  considerable  distance,  othcrjtise  I,  who  am  ui  curious  .-' 
natural  rarities,  must  have  he.ird  it  mentioned.     liy  what  name  is  il  ■ 

"  Sire,"  replied  the  princess,  "  this  tree  is  known  by  no  other  n.mu-  i. 

singing  tree,  and  ii  does  not  grow  m  this  countn-.     It  would  occi  f  ■.  ^ 

time  to  relate  the  adventure  by  whidi  it  was  placed  here.     It  is  a  tu>:'  ■ 

connected  with  the  golden  water  and  the  talking  bird,l>ottiof  which  wc: 
here  at  the  same  time  ;  .ind  your  majesty  is  going  to  see  the  last  uf  lli  -i 

you  have  looked  at  the  jjoldcn  water  .is  long  as  yctu  wish.  If  it  will  be  agrceabte 
Co  you,  1  6hall  have  the  honour  of  giving  an  account  of  them  when  you  »>ult  hjiv-e 
rested  yourself  and  recovered  from  the  labours  of  the  chose,  and  the  j/MfTHmBl 
fatigue  you  have  given  yourself  during  the  great  heat  uf  the  sun." 

"  I  feel  none  of^the  fatigue  you  mention,"  said  the  sultan*  "  so  amply  am  I  (v- 
paid  by  the  wonderful  things  you  show  me-     Rather  say  that  I  pay  no  attentioa 
to  the  trouble  1  give  you.     Let  us,  then,  make  an  end,  and  again  go  ukI  see 
golden  water.   I  am  already  full  of  anxiety  also  to  behold  and  admire  the  ulkuuei 
bird." 

When  the  sultan  came  to  the  golden  water,  he  continued  to  took  at  tt  for  a  U   _ 
time,  particularly  at  Ihc  fountain,  which  never  ceased,  lo  rise  in  the  air  in  facb  k^ 
wonderful  manner,  and  again  to  f»ll  into  the  basin.   "  As  )'ou  ha^-e  told  coe,''  sti4( 
the  sultan,  addressing  Paritad^,  "  that  this  water  has  no  source,  and  corocs  bam 
no  place  tn  the  neighoourhood  through  pipes  Uiid  In  the  ground,  1  must  al  leattt 
conclude  that  it  is  foreign,  like  the  singing  tree." 

"The  matter  is,  sire,"  replied  the  princess,  "exactly  as  your  majesty  flnpposcv;^ 
atxl  to  pro\'e  to  you  that  this  water  comes  from  no  other  place,  I  xmai  Inform  voaij 
that  iliis  basin  is  made  out  of  a  single  stone,  and  therefore  it  can  cotne  in  ncitti 
through  the  bottom  nor  sides  ;  and  what  makes  this  water  the  more  rcnmkat  _ 
is,  that  1  only  put  a  very  small  vessel  of  it  into  the  basin,  and  iiM,  throtigh 
property  which  is  peculiar  to  it,  it  rises  up  as  you  see."    The  sultan  tit  last  " 
the  b;\sin.    "  Well,**  said  he,  as  he  went  away,"  this  is  enough  for  the  f\ni  u 
but  I  promise  myself  the  pleasure  of  coming  here  very  often.    Take  mc  now  la] 
sec  the  talking  hWd." 

As  they  approached  the  saloon,  the  sultan  perceived  o  t^rtat  rmiltitmle  of  1 
upon  the  trees,  each  of  which  filled  the  .^ir  with  its  po    :  He  ii 

on  what  account  ihey  thus  collected  all  together  in  '"  ii  prrfcrencxi 

the  other  parts  of  the  garden,  where  he  had  neither  seer  n-ir  ticird  a  sincle  m 
S.re,"  replied  Pariiadi,  *'  the  rcison  is  tout  thcj*  all  come  here  to  occomfnof  j 
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th«  Miking  hird.  Your  majesty  nuy  perceive  it  in  its  cage  upon  one  of  the 
windows  of  the  saloon  into  which  we  arc  nov  pnn^.  And  if  you  will  pay 
attention  to  it,  you  will  discover  aS^o  that  it  sin^s  ti^r  mure  melodiously  than  all 
the  other  birds,  not  excepting  even  the  nightm^lc.  ntuch  does  not  come  near  it 
in  excellence." 

The  bulian  then  went  into  the  saloon,  while  the  bird  ctmiinucd  to  sing.  "  My 
?Uvc;'  said  the  princess,  .iddressing  the  bird,  and  ruling  her  voice,  "do you  not 
see  the  sultan  ?  Pay  your  comnliincnis  lo  hiia''  The  bird  immediatelyccnsed 
from  singing,  on  which  the  otlwr  birds  were  also  silenL  "The  sultan,"*  -said 
iha  bihl,  "  w  welcome  ;  and  may  tiod  cause  Ivim  lo  prosper,  and  prolong  his 
life  for  many  years."  As  the  repast  was  served  upon  a  sofa  near  the  window 
where  the  bird  was,  the  sulun,  on  sitting  down  to  the  tjble,  replied, "  I  cluink 
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vou,  bird,  for  your  compliment,  and  am  delighted  to  see  in  yon  the  sulun  xod 
king  of  birds." 

Tne  sultan,  who  perceived  a  dish  of  cucumbers  near  him,  wir  -'poscd 

to  be  dressed  in  the  usual  manner,  drew  it  towards  him  with  h  ..'  mjs 

flsinnished  to  sec  them  dressed  with  pearls.  "  What  novehy  is  triss .'  he  cried, 
"  Why  have  a  sauce  wih  pearls?  They  are  not  fit  to  cat."  '  He  looked  both  at 
the  pnnccs  and  their  sister  as  tf  to  demand  an  explanation,  hut  the  bird  incet*, 
zuptcd  him.  "  Can  your  majesty  be  in  so  great  a  surprise  at  seemij  curuml 
[dressed  with  pearls,  when  you  could  so  easily  give  credit  to  the  account  that 
tultana  your  consort  was  delivcied  of  a  d'ljj,  a  cat.  and  a  piece  of  wood.'" 
thought  so,"  replied  the  sulian,"ber.iu^e  the  .mending'  -in-nf-n  ,i-...-ir.-,i  ■„,- , ,." 
fecL  "These  women,"  answered  the  bird,  "were  thi 
were  sisters  who  were  jealous  of  the  honour  and  h-i; ; 
upon  her  in  preference  to  ihcnisdves.  and  to  appease  iheu"  rage  li  ■ 
your  majcat)-'s  good-nature.  The>-  will  confess  their  crime  if  you  que 
The  two  broihcni  and  the  sister  whom  you  behold  arc  your  children,  ■ 
exposed,  but  who  were  found  by  the  superintendent  of  your  gardei  - 
'  »*ere  nursed  and  educated  tliroueh  his  care  and  kindness," 

This  speech  of  the  biid  instantly  nuule  tlic  sultan  comprehend  thewh^Jepl 

I  have  no  difficulty,  bird,"  repliecl  he,  "in  giving  full  credit  ton'  id 

has  discovered  to  nie.     Tlic  strong  inclinattnn  that  attracted  in  ih< 

the  aifcction  1  already  feci  for  them,  Ijotli  tell  me  moM  plainly  tiKjj  jte  an 
spring.     Come,  then,  mv  children,  and  let  me  embrace  you  all,  and  giveyoa 
first  proof  of  my  tender  love  as  a  lather."   He  rose  and  embraced  them  afi  thi 
mingling  his  tears  wuh  theirs. 

"  This  is  not  en"u>;h.  my  children.-  he  exclaimed : "  you  must  also  eni''"  ■ — 
Other,  not  as  the  itifsprint;  "f  ih*  su[)erintendent  of  my  yanlens,  to  > 
under  an  everlisiing;  obligation  for  having  preserved  your  live*,  but  as  .^-.■.,,, 
to  me.  as  spr-uny  from  the  blood  royal  of  Persia,  ol  which  I  am  persuaded  you 
well  support  the  glori*.' 

When  the  two  pnnccs  and  their  sister  had  mutually  embraced  each  other  i 
&  new-felt  ardour,  as  the  sultan  wished,  he  sat  down  to  t;iblc  iO:!i  them 
['pressed  them  to  cat.   When  he  had  Hnuhcd,  he  »aid,  "In  nr 
^you  behold  your  fatlicr :  lo-morrow  1  will  briiig  >*ou  the  ■ 
pr^arc,  therefore,  to  receive  her" 

The  sulian  mmmted  his  horse  and  rttumcd  wth  ihe  utmost  dlDfence  to  the 
capital    The  first  thing  he  did  on  dismounting  and  entering  his  pwce  wa* 
'order  the  grand  vizier  to  make  all  possible  haste  and  draw  tip  an  accui 
against  the  two  sisters  of  the  sultana.     They  were  arrcitcd.  carried  from 
own  houses,  and  separately  intcnognted ;   they  npplicl  the  lurture.  cons->cn 
and  condcnmed  them  to  be  quancred.    The  whole  of  this  was  performed  la  " 
than  an  hour. 

In  the  meantime  Sultan  Khosrouschah,  f'lllriwed  by  hU  ■■>-'*  -"v-*  -r-nti 
foot  to  the  gitic  of  the  gre;u  mo&que.  and  afiei  having  t.^:  •aii 

the  narrow  prison  with  his  own  hand,  in  wl'"''  -'■'•  '■  "^  '   i  -  ■        ..  ;. . 
years  and  suffered  so  much.  **  Madam,"  he  hcrm  the  umc  m 

with  tcirs  in  his  eyes,  at  seeing  the  wreiri.L  „  ^ —  i. ,15  in,  "I  am  cocne 

implore  your  pirdcn  for  the  injustice  I  have  done  ytxi.  and  to  make  you  all 
reparation  that  is  so  justly  due  to  yon  from  nic.     I  ha>-e  alrt-.dv  (k-l'v:"-  it  h\ 

fanishment  of  those  who  have  seduced  nc  by  so  ab<imin,:i'  I 

hope  you  will  consider  it  as  completed  when  I  '^Ht!!  hnv  1 

two  accomplished  princes  and  on  amnblc  and  i 

arc  our  own  offspring.   Come,  then,  and  reassmri  ■   .  h..  ri  :*.!  ^ 

*ilh  every  hcnrtur  that  is  ynjr  due." 
This  reparation  was  made  before  a  rauUilude  of  people,  who  had  coUected  in 
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crowds  Crorn  every  part  on  the  Arst  report  of  what  was  goii%  forward,  the  know- 
ledge of  which  was  very  soon  spread  all  over  the  city. 

\ery  early  the  next  morning,  the  sulun  .nnd  suluna,  the  latter  of  whom  had 
•clianged  her  dress  of  humiliation  .tnd  affliction,  which  she  had  worn  the  preceding 
day,  for  the  most  magnitlcent  rubes,  such  as  suited  her  rank,  followed  by  all  the 
court  in  regular  order,  set  out  for  the  house  of  their  children.  When  ihey  were 
arrived,  and  as  soon  as  they  had  ali^ihicd,  the  sultan  presented  the  sultana  (o 
Prince  Hahman,  Pnncc  VzrcM,  and  Princess  Pariiadi.  '*  Behold,  madam,"  be 
exclaimed,  "  your  two  sons  and  your  daughter.  Embrace  them  with  the  same 
tenderness  and  affection  I  have  done,  for  ihey  are  worthy  erf  us  both."  Durinfr 
this  atTccting  introduction,  tears,  but  they  were  those  of  joy,  fell  in  abundance 
from  the  eyes  of  all,  but  chiefly  from  the  sultana,  from  the  excess  of  her  feelings 
at  embracing  three  children  who  had  been  the  cause  of  her  long  and  severe 
aiiliciiona. 

The  two  princes  and  the  princess  had  prepared  a  most  magnificent  repast  for 

the  sulLon,  suluna,  and  all  the  court.     They  then  sat  down  at  table,  and  after 

the  repast  xx'as  finished,  the  sulun  carried  the  sultana  mto  the  (^rdcn,  where  he 

.pointed  out  tu  her  the  singm^  tree  and  the  iine  effect  of  the  golden  water.    She 

Liiad  already  seen  the  bird  in  its  cat;e  in  the  saloon,  in  praise  of  which  the  sultan 

spoke  very  highly  during  the  repast. 

When  nothing  remained  to  detain  the  saltan  any  longer,  he  mounted  his  horse. 
Prince  liahman  accompanit-d  him  on  his  right  ana  Prince  Perviz  on  his  left,  while 
the  sultana,  with  the  princess  on  her  left  hand,  followed  the  sultan.  In  this  order, 
with  some  of  the  officers  of  the  coun  preceding  and  others  foUon-ing  them,  each 
according  to  his  rank,  they  pursued  the  road  to  the  capitaL  As  they  approached 
the  city,  the  people  came  out  in  crowds,  even  to  some  distance  from  the  gates, 
and  the)'  loniced  as  mtich  at  the  sultiina.  and  rejoiced  n-ilh  her  at  her  happy 
change  after  so  long  a  penance,  as  they  d;d  at  the  two  princes  and  the  princess, 
and  the)'  accompanied  them  with  the  loudest  acclamaboas.  Their  attention  n-as 
also  attracted  by  the  bird  in  its  cage,  which  the  princess  carried  before  her.  They 
could  not  but  admire  its  singing,  by  which  also  it  attracted  all  the  uthcr  birds 
round  it, and  which  kept  following  it,  perching  upon  the  trees  in  the  country  and 
on  the  roofs  of  the  houses  as  thc>-  passed  along  the  streets. 

In  this  magnificent  and  joyful  manner  Prince  liahman,  Prince  Pervir,  and 
Princess  Parizade  were  all  conducted  to  the  paktce,  and  in  the  evening  the  most 
briUiant  illumination  and  greatest  rejoicings  took  place,  all  of  which  continued 
for  many  days,  not  only  in  the  palace  but  throughout  the  city. 

The  Sultan  of  the  Indies  could  not  but  admire  the  great  mcmor)-  of  the  sultana 
his  consort,  which  seemed  inexhaustible,  and  thus  continued  to  furnish  fresh 
amusetiwnt  every  night  by  means  uf  ^o  many  diverting  tales. 

A  thousand  and  one  nights  had  passed  in  this  innocent  amusement,  which  had 
thus  stT)-  much  tended  tu  diminish  his  cruel  determination  and  homd  prejudice 
the  fidelity  of  uives.  His  mind  became  softened,  and  be  was  convmccd 
great  merit  and  good  sense  of  the  Snli.ana  Scheheraiadi.  He  well  recol- 
lected the  courage  with  which  she  voluntarily  exposed  herself  in  bccuming  his 
queen,  >vithout  at  all  dreading  the  death  to  which  she  knew  she  tvas  destined  the 
next  morning,  like  Ihow:  who  had  preceded  her. 

Thcic  cunsiderations.  added  to  the  excellent  qualities  which  he  knew  she  pos- 
sessed, at  last  urged  him  absolutely  to  pardon  her.  "  I  am  well  aware."  he  said, 
"amiable  Schehenuad^,  that  it  is  impossible  to  exhaust  the  store  of  pleasant  and 
..amusing  tales  with  which  vou  have  so  long  entertained  me.  You  have  at  length 
tappcased  my  nrath,  and  \  freely  renounce  in  )-uur  favour  the  cruel  law  I  had 
bnpoxd  upon  my&elf.     I  receive  you  entirely  into  my  good  graces,  and  wish  you 
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